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She  greatest  of  English  historians,  Macaulay,  and  one  of  the  most  brilliant  writers  of 
the  present  century,  has  said  j  “The  history  Of  a  country  is  best  told  in  a  record  of  the 
lives  of  its  people.”  In  conformity  with  this  idea  the  Portrait  and  Biographical 
Record  0f  this  county  has  been  prepared.  Instead  of  going  to  musty  records,  and 
taking  therefrom  dry  statistical  matter  that  can  be  appreciated,  by  but  few,  our 
corp_3  of  writers  have  gone  to  the  people,  the  men  and  women  who  have,  by  their 
enterprise  and  industry,  brought  the  county"  to  rank  second  to  none  among  those 
comprising  this  great  and  noble  State,  and  from  their  lips  have  the  story  of  their  life 
struggles.  No  more  interesting  or  instructive  matter  could  be  presented  to  an  intelli¬ 
gent  public.  In  this  volume  will  be  found  a  record  of  many  whose  lives  are  worthy  the 
imitation  of  coming  generations.  It  tolls  how  some,  commencing  life  in  poverty,  by 
industry  and  economy  have  accumulated  wealth.  It  tells  how  others,  with  limited 
advantages  for  securing  an  education,  have 'become  learned  men  and  women,  with  an 
J  influence  extending  throughout  the  length  and  breadth  of  the  land.  It  tells  of  men  who 
have  risen  from  the  lower  walks  of  life  to  eminence  as  statesmen,  and  whose  names  have 
become  famous.  It  tells  of  those  in  every  walk  in  life  who  have  striven  to  succeed,  and 
records  how  that  success  has  usually  crowned  their  efforts.  It  tells  also  of  many,  very 
many,  who,  not  seeking  the  applause  of  the  world,  have-pursued  “the  even  tenor  of  their  way,”  content 
to  have  it  said  of  them  as  Christ  said  of  the  woman  performing, ja  deed  of  mercy— -“they  have  done  what 
they  could.”  It  tells  how  that  many  in  the  pride  and  strength  of  young  manhood  left  the  plow  and  the 
anvil,  the  lawyer’s  office  and  the  counting-room,  left  every  trade  and  profession,  and  at  their  country’s 
call  wont  forth  valiantly  “to  do  or  die,”  and  how  through  their  efforts  the  Union  was  restored  and  peace 
once  more  reigned  in  the  land.  In  the  lifo  of  every  man  and  of  every  woman  is  a  lesson  that  should  not 
be  lost  upon  those  who  follow  after. 

Coming  generations  will  appreciate  this  volume  and  preserve  it  as  a  sacred  treasure,  from  the  fact 
that  it  contains  so  much  that  would  never  find  its  wa^  into  public  records,  and  which  would  otherwise  be 
inaccessible.  Great  ca^e  has  been  taken  in  the  compilation  of  the  work  and  every  opportunity  possible 
given  to  those  represented  to  insure  correctness  in  what  lias  been  written,  and  the  publishers  hatter  them¬ 
selves  that  they  give  to  their  readers  a  work  with  few  errors  of  consequence.  In  addition  to  the  biograph¬ 
ical  sketches,  portraits  of  a  number  of  representative  citizens  are  given. 

The  faces  of  some,  and  biographical  sketches  of  many,  will  be  missed  in  this  volume.  For  this  the 
publishers  are  not  to  blame.  Not  having  a  proper  conception  of  the  work,  some  refused  to  give  the 
information  necessary  to  compile  a  sketch,  while  others  were  indifferent.  Occasionally  some  member  of 
the  family  would  oppose  the  enterprise,  and  on  account  of  such  opposition  the  support  of  the  interested 
one  would  be  withheld.  In  a  few  instances  men  could  never  be  found,  though  repeated  calls  were  made 
at  their  residence  or  place  of  business* 

September,  1892.  Biographical  Publishing  Co, 
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^HADRACH  BOND,  the  first 
Governor  of  Illinois  after  its 
organization  as  a  State,  serving 
from  i8r8  to  1822,  was  born  in 
,  Frederick  County,  Maryland, 
in  the  year  1773,  and  was 
raised  a  farmer  on  his  father’s 
,,  plantation,  receiving  only  a  plain 
’  English  education.  He  emigrated 
to  this  State  in  1794,  when  it  was  a 
part  of  the  "Northwest  Territory," 
continuing  in  the  vocation* in  which 
he  had  been  brought  up  in  his  native 
State,  in  the  “  New  Design,”  near 
Eagle  Creek,  in  what  is  now  Monroe 
'  County,  He  served  several  terms  as 
a  member  of  the  General  Assembly 
of  Indiana  Territory,  after  it  was  organized  as  such, 
and  in  1812-14  he  was  a  Delegate  to  the  Twelfth 
and  Thirteenth  Congresses,  taking  his  seat  Dec,  3, 
1812,  and  serving  until  Oct.  3,  1814.  These  were 
the  times,  the  reader  will  recollect,  when  this  Gov¬ 
ernment  had  its  last  struggle  with  Great  Britain. 
The  year  r  812  is  also  noted  in  the  history  of  this 
State  as  that  in  which  the  first  Territorial  Legislature 
was  held.  It  convened  at  Kaskaskia,  Nov.  25,  and 
adjourned  Dec.  26,  following. 

While  serving  as  Delegate  to  Congress,  Mr.  Bond 
was  instrumental  in  procuring  the  right  of  pre-emp¬ 
tion  on  the  public  domain.  On  the  expiration  of  his 
term  at  Washington  he  was  appointed  Receiver  of 
Public  Moneys  at  Kaskaskia,  then  the  capital  of  the 
Territory,  In  company  with  John  G.  Comyges, 


Thomas  H.  Harris,  Charles  Slade,  Michael  Jones, 
Warren  Brown,  Edward  Humphries  and  Charles  W 
Huriker,.  he  became  a  proprietor  of  the  site  of  the 
initial  city  of  Cairo,  which  they  hoped,  from  its  favor¬ 
able  location  at  the  junction  of  the  two  great 
rivers  near  the  center  of  the  Great  West,  would 
rapidly  develop  into  a  metropolis.  To  aid  the  enter¬ 
prise,  they  obtained  a  special  charter  from  the  Legis¬ 
lature,  incorporating  both  the  City  and  the  Bank  of 
Cairo. 

In  1818  Mr.  Bond  \ihts  elected  the  first  Governor 
of  the  State  of  Illinois,  being  inaugurated  Oct.  6 
that  year,  which  was  several  weeks  before  Illinois 
was  actually  admitted.  The  facts  are  these:  In 
January,  1818,  the  Territorial  Legislature  sent  a  peti¬ 
tion  to  Congress  for  the  admission  of  Illinois  as  a 
Slate,  Nathaniel  Pope  being  then  Delegate.  The 
petition  was  granted,  fixing  the  northern  line  of  the 
State  on  the  latitude  of  the  southern  extremity  of 
Lake  Michigan ;  but  the  bill  was  afterward  so  amend¬ 
ed  as  to  extend  this  line  to  its  present  latitude.  In 
July  a  convention  was  called  at  Kaskaskia  to  draft  a 
constitution,  which,  however,  was  not  submitted  to 
the  people.  By  its  provisions,  supreme  judges,  pros 
ecuting  attorneys,  county  and  circuit  judges,  record¬ 
ers  and  justices  of  the  peace  were  all  to  be  appointed 
by  the  Governor  or  elected  by  the  Legislature.  This 
constitution  was  accepted  by  Congress  Dec.  30.  At 
that  time  Illinois  comprised  but  eleven  counties, 
namely,  Randolph,  Madison,  Gallatin,  Johnson, 
Pope,  Jackson,  Crawford,  Bond,  Union,  Washington 
and  Franklin,  the  northern  portion  of  the  State  be¬ 
ing  mainly  in  Madison  County,  Thus  it  appears 
that  Mr.  R^nd  \yas  honored  by  the  naming  of  a 
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county  before  he  was  elected  Governor.  The  present 
county  of  Bond  is  of  small  limitations,  about  60  to  80 
miles  south  of  Springfield.  For  Lieutenant  Governor 
:  the  people  chose  Pierre  Menard,  a  prominent  and 
worthy  Frenchman,  after  whom  a  county  in  this  State 
is  named.  In  this  election  there  were  no  opposition 
candidates,  as  the  popularity  of  these  men  had  made 
their  promotion,  to  the  chief  offices  of  the  Slate,  even 
before  the  constitution  was  drafted,  a  foregone  con¬ 
clusion. 

The  principal  points  that  excited  the  people  in 
reference  to  political  issues  at  this  period  were  local 
or  “internal  improvements,”  as  they  were  called, 
State  banks,  location  of  the  capital,  slavery  and  the 
personal  characteristics  of  the  proposed  candidates. 
Mr.  Bond  represented  the  “  Convention  party,"  for 
introducing  slavery  into  the  State,  supported  by  Elias 
Kent  Kane,  his  Secretary  of  State,  and  John  Mc¬ 
Lean,  while  Nathaniel  Pope  and  John  P.  Cook  led 
the  anti-slavery  element.  The  people,  however,  did 
not  become  very  much  excited  over  this  issue  until 
1820,  when  the  famous  Missouri  Compromise  was 
adopted  by  Congress,  limiting  slavery  to  the  south 
of  the  parallel  of  36°  30'  except  ill  Missouri.  While 
this  measure  settled  the  great  slavery  controversy, 
so  far  as  the  average  public  sentiment  was  tempor¬ 
arily  concerned,  until  1854,  when  it  was  repealed 
under  the  leadership  of  Stephen  A.  Douglas,  the  issue 
as  considered  locally  in  this  State  was  not  decided 
until  1.824,  after  a  most  furious  campaign.  (See 
sketch  of  Gov.  Coles.)  The  ticket  of  i8r8  was  a 
compromise  one,  Bond  representing  (moderately)  the 
pr^-slavery  sentiment  and  Menard  the  anti-slavery. 

An  awkward  element  in  the  State  government 
under  Gov.  Bond's  administration,  was  the  imperfec¬ 
tion  of  the  State  constitution.  The  Convention 
wished  to  have  Elijah  C.  Berry  for  the  first  Auditor 
of  Public  Accounts,  but,  as  it  was  believed  that  the 
new  Governor  would  not  appoint  him  to  the  office, 
the  Convention  declared  in  a  schedule  that  “  an 
auditor  of  public  accounts,  an  attorney  general  and 
such  other  officers  pf  the  State  as  may  he  necessary, 
may  be  appointed  by  the  General  Assembly."  The 
Constitution,  as  it  stood,  vested  a  very  large  appoint¬ 
ing  power  in  the  Governor;  but  for  the  purpose  of 
getting  one  man  into  office,  a  total  change  was  made, 
and  the  power  vested  in  the  Legislature.  Of  this  ] 
provision  the  Legislature  took  advantage,  and  de-  j 


dared  that  State’s  attorneys,  canal  commissioners, 
bank  directors,  etc.,  were  all  “  officers  of  the  State 1 
and  must  therefore  be  appointed  by  itself  independ¬ 
ently  of  the  Governor^ 

During  Gov.  Bond’s  administration  a  general  law 
was  passed  for  the  incorporation  of  academies  and 
towns,  and  one  authorizing  lotteries,  The  session,  of 
182a  -authorized  the  Governor  to  appoint  commis¬ 
sioners,  to  act  in  conjunction  with  like  commissioners 
appointed  by  the  State  of  Indiana,  to  report  on  the 
practicability  and  expediency  of  improving  the  navi¬ 
gation  of  the  Wabash  River;  also  inland  navigation 
generally.  Many  improvements  were  recommended, 
sohte  of  which  have  been  feebly  worked  at  even  till 
the  present  day,  those  along  the  Wabash  being  of  no 
value.  Also,  during  Gov.  Bond’s  term  of  office,  the 
capital  of  the  State  was  removed  from  ICaskaskia  to 
Vandalia.  In  1820  a  law  was  passed  by.  Congress 
authorizing  this  State  to  open  a  canal  th  tough  the 
public  lands.  The  State  appointed  commissioners 
lo  explore  the  route  and  prepare  the  necessary  sur¬ 
veys  and  estimates,  preparatory  to  its  execution; 
but,  being  unable  out  of  it,s  own  resources  to  defray 
the  expenses  of  the  undertaking,  it  was  abandoned 
until  some  time  after  Congress  made  the  grant  of 
land  fpr  the  purpose  of  its  construction, 

On  the  whole,  Gov.  Bond's  administration  was 
fairly  good,  not  being  open  to  severe  criticism  from 
any'  party.  In  1824,  two  years  after  the  expiration 
of  his  term  of  office,  lie  was  brought  out  as  a  candi¬ 
date  for  Congress  against  the  formidable  John  P. 
Cook,  but  received  only  4,374  votes  tc  7,460  for  the 
latter.  Gov.  Bond  was  no  orator,  but  had  made 
many  fast  friends  by  a  judicious  bsctowment  of  iris 
gubernatorial  patronage;  and  these  worked  zealously 
for  him  in  the  campaign. 

In  1,827  ex-Gov.  Bond  was  appointed  by  the  Leg¬ 
islature,  with  Win.  P.  McKee  and  Dr.  Gershom 
Jayne,  as  Commissioners  to  locate  a  site  for  a  peni¬ 
tentiary  on  the  Mississippi  at  or  neur  Alton. 

Mr,  Bond  was  of  a  benevolent  and  convivial  dis¬ 
position,  a  man  of  shrewd  observation  and  clear  ap¬ 
preciation  of  events.  His  person  was  erect,  stand¬ 
ing  six  feet  in  height,  and  after  middle  life  became 
portly,  weighing  200  pounds.  H»s  features  were 
strongly  masculine,  complexion  dark,  hair  jet  and 
eyes  hazel ;  was  a  favorite  with  the  ladies.  He  died 
April  ii,  1830,  in  peace  and  contentment 
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DWARD  COLES,  second 
Governor  of  Illinois,  1823- 
6,  was  born  Dec.  15,  1786, 
'  »»  Albemarle  Co.,  Va.,  on 
old  family  estate  called 

filvkDff  ^reen  Mountain.  His  fath- 

ffwlla  Cr’  ^olin  ^es*  vyas  a  Colonel  in  the 

wiSla  ^'^^ionaryWar.  Having  been  ft t- 
MM  ted  for  college  by  private  tutors,  he 
was  sent  to  Hampden  Sidney,  where 
M  remained  until  the  autumn  of  1805, 
llllIlP  wiien  he  was  removed  to  William  and 
Mary  College,  at  Williamsburg,  Va. 
This  college  he  left  in  the  sumther  of 
1807,  a  short  time  before  the  final  and  graduating 
examination,  Among  his  classmates  were  Lieut. 
Gen,  Scott,  President  John  Tyler,  Win.  S.  Archer, 
United  States  Senator  from  Virginia,  and  Justice 
Baldwin,  of  the  United  States  Supreme  Court  The 
President  of  the  latter  college,  Bishop  Madison,  was 
a  cousin  of  President  Janies  Madison,  and  that  cir¬ 
cumstance  was  the  occasion  of  Mr.  Coles  becoming 
personally  acquainted  with  the  President  and  re¬ 
ceiving  a  position  as  his  private  secretary,  1809-15. 

The  family  of  Coles  was  a  prominent  one  in  Vir¬ 
ginia,  and  their  mansion  was  the  seat  of  the  old- 
fashioned  Virginian  hospitality.  It  was  visited  by 
such  notables  as  Patrick  Henry,  Jefferson,  Madison, 
Monroe,  the  Randolphs,  Tazewell,  Wirt,  etc.  At  the 
age  of  23,  young  Coles  founa  himself  heir  to  a  plant¬ 
ation  and  a  considerable  number  of  slaves.  Evci 
since  his  earlier  coil  eg-'  days  his  attention  had  been 
drawn  to  the  question  of  slavery.  He  read  every¬ 


thing  on  the  subject  that  came  in  his  way,  and 
listened  to  lectures  on  the  rights  of  man.  The  more 
he  reflected  upon  the  subject,  the  more  impossible 
was  it  for  him  to  reconcile  the  immortal  declaration 
“that  all  men  are  born  free  and  equal”  with  the 
practice  of  slave-holding.  He  resolved,  therefore,  to 
free  his  slaves  the  first  opportunity,  and  even  remove 
his  residence  to  a  free  State.  One  reason  which  de¬ 
termined  him  to  accept  the  appointment  as  private 
secretary  to  Mr.  Madison  was  because  he  believed 
that  through  the  acquaintances  he  could  make  at 
Washington  he  could  better  determine  in  what  par; 
of  the  non-slaveholding  portion  of  the  Union  he  would 
prefer  to  settle. 

The  relations  between  Mr.  Coles  and  President 
Madison,  as  well  as  Jefferson  and  other  distinguished 
men,  were  of  a  very  friendly  character,  arising  from 
the  similarity  of  their  views  on  the  question  of  slavery 
and  their  sympathy  for  each  other  in  holding  doc¬ 
trines  so  much  at  variance  with  the  prevailing  senti¬ 
ment  in  their  own  State, 

In  1857,  he  resigned  his  secretaryship  and  spent  a 
portion  of  the  following  autumn  in  exploring  the 
Northwest  Territory,  for  the  purpose  of  finding  a  lo¬ 
cation  and  purchasing  lands  on  which  to  settle  his 
negroes.  He  traveled  with  a  horse  and  buggy,  with 
an  extra  man  and  horse  for  emergencies,  through 
many  parts  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  IHinois  and  Missouri, 
determining  finally  .to  settle  in  Illinois.  At  this  time, 
however,  a  misunderstanding  arose  between  our 
Government  and  Russia,  and  Mr.  Coles  was  selected 
to  repair  to  St.  Petersburg  on  a  special  mission,  bear¬ 
ing  important  papers  concerning  the  matter  at  issue 
The  result  was  a  conviction  of  the  Emperor  (Alex- 
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ander)  of  the  error  committed  by  his  minister'  'at 
Washington,  and  the  consequent  withdrawal  of  the 
the  latter  from  the  post.  On  his  return,  Mr.  Coles 
visited  other  parts  of  Europe,  especially  Paris,  where 
he  was  introduced  to  Gen.  Lafayette.  .  '<■ 

In  the  spring  of  1819,  he  removed  with  all  his 
negroes  from  Virginia  to  Edwardsville,  Ill.,  with  the 
intention  of  giving  them  their  liberty.  He  did  not 
make  known  to  them  his  intention  until  one  beautiful 
morning  in  April,  as  they  were  descending  the  Ohio 
River.  He  lashed  all  the  boats  together  and  called 
all  the  negroes  on  deck  and  made  them  a  short  ad¬ 
dress,  concluding  his  remarks  by  so  expressing  him¬ 
self  that  by  a  turn  of  a  sentence  he  proclaimed  in 
the  shortest  and  fullest  manner  that  they  were  no 
longer  slaves,  but  free  as  he  was  and  were  at  liberty 
to  proceed  with  him  or  go  ashore  at  tlieir  pleas¬ 
ure.  A  description  of  the  effect'  upon  the  negroes  is 
best  described  in  his  own  language : 

“The  effect  upon  them  was  electrical.  They  stared 
at  me  and  then  at  each  other,  as  if  doubting  the  ac¬ 
curacy  or  reality  of  what  they  heard,  r  In  breathless 
silence  they  stood  before  me,  unable  to  utter  a  word, 
butwith  countenances  beaming  with  expression  which 
no  words  could  convey,  and  which  no  language 
can  describe.  As  they  began  to  see  the  truth  of 
what  they  had  heard,  and  realize  their  situation,  there  1 
came  on  a  kind  of  hysterical,  giggling  laugh.  After  ! 
a  .pause  of  intense  and  unutterable  emotion,  bathed 
in  tears,  and  with  tremulous  voices,  they  gave  vent  to 
their  gratitude  and  implored  the  blessing  of  God 
on  me.” 

Before  landing  he  gave  them  a  general  certificate 
of  freedom,  and  afterward  conformed  more  particu¬ 
larly  with  the  law  of  this  State  requiring  that  each 
individual  should  have  a  certificate.  This  act  of 
Mr.  Coles,  all  the  more  noble  and  heroic  considering 
the  overwhelming  pro-slavery  influences  surrounding 
him,  has  challenged  the  admiration  of  every  philan¬ 
thropist  of  modem  times. 

March  5,  1819,  President  Monroe  appointed  Mr. 
Coles  Registrar  of  the  Land  Office  at  Ed  wards  vthe, 
at  that  time  one  of  the  principal  land  offices  in  the 
State.  While  acting  in  this  capacity  and  gaining 
many  friends  by  his  politeness  and  general  intelli¬ 
gence,  the  greatest  struggle  that  ever  occurred  in 
llhnois  on  the  slavery  question  culminated  in  the 
furious  contest  characterizing  the  campaigns  and 
elections  of  1822-4.  In  the  summer  of  1823,  when  a 
new  Governor  was  o to  be  elected  to  succeed  Mr. 
Bond,  the  pro-slavery  element  divided  into  factions! 
putting  forward  for  the  executive  office  Joseph 
Phillips,  Chief  Justice  of  the  State,  Thomas  C. 
Browne  and  Gen.  James  B,  Moore,  of  the  State  Mil¬ 
itia.  The  anti-slavery  element  united  upon  Mr 
Coles,  and,  after  one.  of  the  most  bitter  campaigns, 
succeeded  111  electing  him  as  Governor.  His  plural¬ 
ity  over  Judge  Phillips  was  only  59  in  a  total  vote  of 


over  8,000.  The  Lieutenant  Governor  was  elected 
by  the  slavery  men.  Mr.  Coles’ inauguration  speech 
was  marked  by  calmness,  deliberation  and  such  a 
wise  expression  of>  appropriate  suggestion^  as  to 
elicit  the  sanction  of  all  judicious  politician  .•»  But 
;h'e\<’om promised  not  with  evil.  In  his  message  to 
the' Legislature,  the  seat  of  Government  being  then 
at  Vandalia,  he  strongly  urged  the  abrogation  of  the 
modified  form  of  slavery  which  then  existed  in  this 
State,  contrary  to  the  Ordinance  of  1787.  His  posi¬ 
tion  on  this  subject  seems  the  more  remarkable,  when 
it  is  considered  that  he  was  a  minority  Governor,  the 
population  of  Illinois  being  at  that  time  almost  ex¬ 
clusively  from  slave-holding  States  and  by  a  large 
majority  in  favor  Of  the  perpetuation  of  that  old  relic 
of  barbarism.  The  Legislature  itself  was,  of  course, 
a  reflex  of  the  popular  sentiment,  and  a  majority  of 
them  were  led  on  by  fiery  men  in  denunciations  of 
the  conscientious  Governor,  and  in  curses  loud  and 
deep  upon  him  and  all  his  friends.  Some  of  the 
public  men,  indeed,  went  so  far  as  to  head  a  sort  of 
mob,  or  “  shiveree  "  party,  who  visited  the  residence 
of  the  Governor  and  others  at  Vandalia  and  yelled 
and  groaned  and  spat  fire. 

The  Constitution,  not  establishing  or  permitting 
slavery  in  this  State,  was  thought  therefore  to  be 
defective  by  the  slavery  politicians,  and  they  desired 
a  State  Convention  to  be  elected,  to  devise  and  sub¬ 
mit  a  new  Constitution;  and  the  dominant  politics 
of  the  day  was  “Convention”  and  “anti-Couven- 
tion.”  Both  parties  issued  addresses  to  the  people, 
Gov.  Coles  himself  being  the&uthor  of  the  address 
published  by  the  latter  party.  This  address  revealed 
the  schemes  of  the  conspiratorsMn  a  masterly  man¬ 
ner.  It  is  difficult  for  us  at  this\dsstant  day  to  esti¬ 
mate  the  critical  and  extremely  delicate  situation  in 
which  the  Governor  was  placed  at  that  time. 

Our  hero  maintained  himself  honorably  and  with 
supreme  dignity  throughout  his  administration,  and 
in  his  honor  a  county  in  this  State  is  named.  He 
was  truly  a  great  man,  and  those  who  lived  in 
this  State  during  his  sojourn  here,  like  those  who 
live  at  the  base  of  the  mountain,  were  too  near  to  see 
and  recognize  the  greatness  that  overshadowed  them. 

Mr.  Coles  was  married  Nov.  28,  1833,  by  Bishop 
De  Lancey,  to  Miss  Sally  Logan  Roberts,  a  daughter 
of  Hugh  Roberts,  a  descendant  of  Welsh  ancestrv, 
who  came  to  this  country  with  Win.  Penn  in  1682. 

After  the  expiration  of  his  term  of  service,  Gov. 
Coles  continued  his  residence  in  Edwardsville,  sup¬ 
erintending  his  farm  in  the  vicinity.  He  was  fond 
of  agriculture,  and  was  the  founder  of  the  first  agri¬ 
cultural  society  in  the  State.  On  account  of  ill 
health,  however,  and  having  no  family  to  ti^  him 
down,  he  spent  much  of  his  time  in  Eastern  cities. 
About  1832  he  changed  his  residence  to  Philadel¬ 
phia,  where  he  died  July  7,  imt  and  is  buried  at 

woodland,  near  that  city. 


JgiSINIAN  EDWARDS,  Govei  nor 
MV  ^rom  *827  to  1830,  was  a  son 
'Mm?  ®enJam’n  Edwards,  and 
Wtifi  was  born  in  Montgomery 
K»WS/o  County,  Maryland,  in  March, 
!!&|||&  J77S-  His  domestic  train- 
5ng  was  well  fitted  to  give 
bis  mind  strength,  firmness  and 
lionorable  principles,  and  a  good 
foundation  was  laid  for  the  elevated 
character  to  which  he  afterwards 
attained.  His’  parents  were  Bap¬ 
tists,  and  very  strict  in  their  moral 
piinciples.  His  education  in  early 
youth  was  in  company  with  and 
partly  under  the  t  uition  of  Hon.  Wm. 
Wirt,  whom  his  father  patronized, 
and  who  was  more  than  two  years 
older.  An  intimacy  was  thus 
formed  between  them  which  was  lasting  for  life.  He 
was  further  educated  at  Dickinson  College,  at  Car¬ 
lisle,  Pa.  He  next  commenced  the  study  of  law,  but 
before  completing  his  course  he  moved  to  Nelson 
County,  Ky.,  to  open  a  farm  for  his  father  and  to 
purchase  homes  and  locate  lands  for  his  brothers  and 
sisters.  Here  he  fell  in  the  ,  company  of  dissolute 
companions,  and  for  several  years  led  the  life  of  a 
spendthrift.  He  was,  however,  elected  to  the  Legis¬ 
lature  of  Kentucky  as  the  Representative  of  Nelson 
County  before  he  was  2  r  years  of  age,  and  was  re¬ 
jected  by  an  almost  unanimous  vote. 


In  1 798  he  was  licensed  to  practice  law,  and  the 
following  year  was  admitted  to  the  Courts  of  Tennes¬ 
see.  About  this  time  he  left  Nelson  County  for 
Russellville,  in  Logan  County,  broke  away  from  his 
dissolute  companions,  commenced  a  reformation  and 
devoted  himself  to  severe  and  laborious  study.  He 
then  began  to  rise  rapidly  in  his  profession,,  and  soon 
became  an  eminent  lawyer,  and  inside  of  four  years 
he  filled  in  succession  the  offices  of  Presiding  Judge 
of  the  General  Court,  Circuit  Judge,  fourth  Judge  of 
the  Court  of  Appeals  and  Chief  Justice  of  the  State, 
—all  before  he  was  32  years  of  age !  In  addition,  in 
1802,  he  received  a  commission  as  Major  of  a  battal¬ 
ion  of  Kentucky  militia,  and  in  1804  was  chosen  a 
Presidential  Elector,  on  the  Jefferson  and  Clinton 
ticket  In  1806  he  was  a  candidate  for  Congress, 
but  withdrew  on  being  promoted  to  the  Court  of 
Appeals. 

Illinois  was  organized  as  a  separate  Territory  in 
the  spring  of  1809,  when  Mr.  Edwards,  then  Chief 
Justice  of  the  Court  of  Appeals  in  Kentucky,  received 
from  President  Madison  the  appointment  as  Gover¬ 
nor  of  the  new  Territory,  his  commission  bearing  date 
April  24,  1809,  Edwards  arrived  at  Kaskaskia  in 
June,  and  on  the  1  rth  of  that  month  took  the  oath  of 
office.  At  the  same  time  he  was  appointed  Superin¬ 
tendent  of  the  United  States  Saline,  this  Government 
Interest  then  developinginto  considerable  proportions 
in  Southern  Illinois,  Although  during  the  first  three 
years  of  his  administration  he  had  the  power  to  make 
new  counties  and  appoint  all  the  officers,  yet  he  always 
allowed  the  people  of  each  county,  by  an  informal 
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vote,  to  select  their  own  officers,  both  civil  and  mili¬ 
tary,  The  noted  John  J.  Crittenden,  afterward 
United  States  Senator  from  Kentucky,  was  appointed, 
by  Gev.  Edwards  to  the  office  of  Attorney  General  of 
the  Territory,  which  office  was  accepted  for  a  short 
time  only. 

The  Indians  in  1 8  io  Committing  sundry  depreda¬ 
tions  in  the  Territory,  crossing  the  Mississippi  from 
the  Territory  of  Louisiana,  a  long  correspondence  fol¬ 
lowed  between  the  respective  Governors  concerning 
the  remedies,  which  ended  in  a  council  with  the  sav¬ 
ages  at  Peoria  in  1812,  and  a  fresh  interpretation  of 
the  treaties.  Peoria  was  depopulated  by  these  de¬ 
predations,  and  was  not  re-sefctled  for  many  years 
afterward. 

As  Gov.  Edwards’  term  of  office  expired  by  law  in 
1812,  he  was  re-appointed  for  another  term  of  three 
years,  and  again  in  1813  for  a  third  term,  serving 
until  the  organization  of  the  State  in  the  fall  of  1818 
and  the  inauguration  of  Gov.  Bond.  At  this  time 
ex-Gov.  Edwards  was  sent  to  the  United  States 
Senate,  his  colleague  being  Jesse  B.  Thomas.  As 
Senator,  Mr.  Edwards  took  a  conspicuous  part,  and 
acquitted  himself  honorably  in  all  the  measures  that 
came  up  in  that  body,  being  well  posted,  an  able  de¬ 
bate  and  a  conscientious  statesman.  He  thought 
seriously  of  resigning  this  situation  in  1821,  but  was 
persuaded  by  his  old  friend,  Wm,  Wirt,  and  others  to 
continue  in  office,  which  he  did  to  the  end  of  the 
term,  CE 

He  was  then  appointed  Minister  to  Mexico  by 
President  Monroe.  About  this  time,  it  appears  that 
Mr/ Edwards  saw  suspicious  signs  in  the  conduct  of 
Wm.  H.  Crawford,  Secretary  of  the  United  States 
Treasury,  and  an  anibitioui-  ^'andidate  for  the  Presi¬ 
dency,  and  being  implicated  by  the  latter  in  some  of 
his  statements,  he  resigned  his  Mexican  mission  in 
order  fully  to  investigate  the  charges.  The  result 
was  the  exculpation  of  Mr.  Edwartk, 

Pro-slavery  regulations,  often  termed  “Black Laws,” 
disgraced  the  statute  books  of  both  the  Territory  and 
the  State  of  Illinois  during  the  whole  of  hts  career  in 
ibis  commonwealth,  and  Mr.  Edwards  always  main¬ 
tained  the  doctrines  of  freedom,  and  was  an  important 
actor  in  the  great  struggle  which  ended  in  a  victory 
for  his  party  in  1824. 

In  182G  7  the  Winnebago  and  other  Indians  com¬ 
mitted  some  depredations  in  the;  northern  part  of  the 


State,  «r4  the  white  settlers,  who  desired  the  lands 
and  wished  to  exasperate  the  savages  info  an  evacu¬ 
ation  of  the  country,  magnified  th jl  misdemeanors  of 
the  aborigines  and  thereby  produced  q,  hostility  be¬ 
tween  the  races  so  great  as  to  prt;cipitafe  a  little  war, 
known  in  history  as  the  “  Winnebago  ]jYar,”  A  few 
chases  and  skirmishes  were  ha 4,  when  Gen.  Atkinson 
succeeded  in  capturing  Red  Jlird,  the,  Indian  chief, 
and  putting  him  to  death,  thu/s  ending  the  contest,  at 
least  until  the  troubles  comn//enced  which  ended  in 
the  “  Black  Hawk  War  ”  of  1832.  In  the  interpre¬ 
tation  of  treaties  and  execution  of  their  provisions 
Gov.  Edwards  had  much  vexatious  work  to  do.  The 
Indians  kept  themselves  generally  within  the  juris¬ 
diction  of  Michigan  Territory,  and  its  Governor, 
Lewis  Cass,  was  at  a  pom?,  so  remote  that  ready  cor¬ 
respondence  with  him  was  difficult  or  impossible. 
Gov.  Edwards’  administration,  however,  ini  ’regard  to 
the  protection  of  the  Illinois  frontier,  s-iems  jo  hays 
been  very  efficient  and  satisfactory. 

For  a  considerable  portion  of  his  time  after  his  re¬ 
moval  to  Il^ois,  Gov,;  Edwards  resided  upon  his 
farm  near  Kaskaskia,  vyhich  he  had  well  stocked  with 
horses,  cattle  and  sherip  from  Kentucky,  also  with 
fruit-trees,  grape-vines!  and  shrubbery.  He  estab¬ 
lished  saw  and  grist-i|»ills,  apd  engaged  extensively 
in  mercantile  business},  having  no  less  than  eight  or  ten 
stores  in  this  State  a/nd  Missouri.  Notwithstanding 
the  arduous  duties  of  his  office,  he  nearly  always  pur¬ 
chased  the  goods  himself  with  which  to  supply  the 
stores.  Although  tipt  a  regular  practitioner  of  medi¬ 
cine,  he  studied  the  healing  art  to  a  considerable  ex¬ 
tent,  and  took  great  pleasure  in  prescribing  for,  and 
taking  care  of,  the  sick,  generally  without  charged 
He  was  also  liberal  to  the  poor,  several  widows  and 
ministers  of  the  gospel  becoming  indebted  tq  him 
even  for  their  homes.  ,.,/y 

He  married  Miss  Elvira  Lane,  of  Maryland,  in 
*803,  and  they  became  the  affectionate  parents  of 
several  children,  one  of  whom,  especially,  is  web 
known  to  the  people  of  the  “  Prairie  State,”  namely, 
Ninian  Wirt/  Edwards,  once  the  Superintendent 
Public  Instruction  and  still  a  resident  of  Springfield. 
Gov.  Edwards  resided  at  and  in  the  vicinity  of  Kas¬ 
kaskia  from  1809  to  1818;  in  Edwardsville  (named 
after  him)  from  that  time  to  1824;  and  from  the  lat¬ 
ter  date  at  Belleville,  St.  Clair  County,  until  his 
death,  July  20,  1833,  of  Asiatic  cholera.  Edwards 
County  is  also  named  in  his  honor.  * 
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HjOHN  REYNOLDS,  Governor  1S31- 
»  4,  was  born  in  Montgomery  Coun¬ 
ty,  Pennsylvania,  Feb.  26, 1788. 
His  father,  Robert  Reynolds  and 
his  mother,  me  Margaret  Moore, 
were  both  natives  of  Ireland,  from 
which  country  they  emigrated  to 
the  United  States  in  1785,  land¬ 
ing  at  Philadelphia.  The  senior 
Reynolds  entertained  an  undying 
hostility  to  the  British  Govern¬ 
ment.  When  the  subject  of  this 
sketch  was  about  six  months  old, 
his  parents  emigrated  with  him  to 
Tennessee,  where  many  of  their 
relatives  had  already  located,  at  the  base  of  the 
Copper  Ridge  Mountain,  about  14  miles  northeast  of 
the  present  city  of  Knoxville.  There  they  were  ex¬ 
posed  to  Indian  depredations,  and  were  much  molest¬ 
ed  by  them.  In  T794Tthey  moved  into  the  interior 
of  the  State.  They  were  poor,  and  brought  up  their 
children  to  habits  of  manual  industry. 

In  1800  the  family  removed  to  Kaskaskia,  III,  with 
eight  horses  and  two  wagons,  encountering  many 
hardships  on  the  way.  Here  young  Reynolds  passed 
the  most  of  his  childhood,  while  his  character  began 
to  develop,  the  most  prominent  traits  of  which  were 
ambition  and  energy.  He  also  adopted  the  principle 
and  practice  of  total  abstinence  from  intoxicating 
liquors.  In  1807  the  family  made  another  removal. 


this  time  to  the  “  Goshen  Settlement,”  at  the  foot  of 
the  Mississippi  bluffs  three  or  four  miles  southwest 
of  Edwardsville. 

On  arriving  at  his  20th  year,  Mr.  Reynolds,  seeing 
that  he  must  look  about  for  his  own  livelihood  and 
not  yet  having  determined  what  calling  to  pursue, 
concluded  first  to  attend  college,  and  he  accordingly 
went  to  such  an  institution  of  learning,  near  Knox¬ 
ville,  Tenn.,  where  he  had  relatives.  Imagine  his 
diffidence,  when,  after  passing  the  first  20  years  of 
his  life  without  ever  having  seen  a  carpet,  a  papered 
wall  or  a  Windsor  chair,  and  never  having  lived  in  a 
shingle-roofed  house,  he  suddenly  ushered  himself 
into  the  society  of  the  wealthy  in  the  vicinity  of 
Knoxville!  He  attended  college  nearly  two  years, 
going  through  the  principal  Latin  authors;  but  it 
seems  that  he,  like  the  rest  of  the  world  in  modem 
times,  had  but  very  little  use  for  his  Latin  in  after 
life.  He  always  failed,  indeed,  to  exhibit  any  good 
degree  of  literary  discipline.  He  commenced  the 
study  of  law  in  Knoxville,  but  a  pulmonary  trouble 
came  on  and  compelled  him  to  change  his  mode 
of  life.  Accordingly  he  returned  home  and  re¬ 
cuperated,  and  in  18*2  resumed  his  college  and 
law'  studies  at  Knoxville.  In  the  fall  of  1812  he  was 
admitted  to  the  Bar  at  Kaskaskia.  About  this  time 
he  also  learned  the  French  language,  which  he 
practiced  with  pleasure  in  conversation  with  his 
family  for  many  years.  He  regarded  this  languagej\ 
as  being  superior  to  all  others  for  social  intercourse^ 
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[§..OHN  REYNOLDS,  Governor  1831- 
i  4,  was  born  in  Montgomery  Coun¬ 
ty,  Pennsylvania,  Feb.  2 <5,  1788. 
His  father,  Robert  Reynolds  and 
his  mother,  nee  Margaret  Moore, 
were  both  natives  of  Ireland,  from 
which  country  they  emigrated  to 
the  United  States  in  1785,  land¬ 
ing  at  Philadelphia.  The  senior 
Reynolds  entertained  an  undying 
hostility  to  the  British  Govern¬ 
ment.  When  the  subject  of  this 
sketch  was  about  six  months  old, 
his  parents  emigrated  with  him  to 
Tennessee,  where  many  of  their 
relatives  had  already  located,  at  the  base  of  the 
Copper  Ridge  Mountain,  about  14  miles  northeast  of 
the  present  city  of  Knoxville.  There  they  were  ex¬ 
posed  to  Indian  depredations,  and  were  much  molest¬ 
ed  by  them.  In  T79<$rthey  moved  into  the  interior 
of  the  State.  They  were  poor,  and  brought  up  their 
children  to  habits  of  manual  industry. 

In  1800  the  family  removed  to  Kaskaskia,  Ill.,  with 
eight  horses  and  two  wagbns,  encountering  many 
nardships  on  the  way.  Here  young  Reynolds  passed 
the  most  qf  his  childhood,  while  his  character  began 
to  develop,  the  most  prominent  traits  of  which  were 
ambition  and  energy.  He  also  adopted  the  principle 
and  practice  of  total  abstinence  from  intoxicating 
liquors.  In  1807  the  family  made  another  removal, 


this  time  to  the  “  Goshen  Settlement,”  at  the  foot  of 
the  Mississippi  bluffs  three  or  four  miles  southwest 
of  Edwardsville. 

On  arriving  at  his  20th  year,  Mr.  Reynolds,  seeing 
that  he  must  look  about  for  his  own  livelihood  and 
not  yet  having  determined  what  calling  to  pursue, 
concluded  first  to  attend  college,  and  he  accordingly 
went  to  such  an  institution  of  learning,  near  Knox¬ 
ville,  Tenn.,  where  he  had  relatives.  Imagine  his 
diffidence,  when,  after  passing  the  first  20  years  of 
his  life  without  ever  having  seen  a  carpet,  a  papered 
wall  or  a  Windsor  chair,  and  never  having  lived  in  a 
shingle-roofed  house,  he  suddenly  ushered  himself 
into  the  society  of  the  wealthy  in  the  vicinity  of 
Knoxville!  He  attended  college  nearly  two  years, 
going  through  the  principal  Latin  authors;  but  it 
seems  that  he,  like  the  rest  of  the  world  in  modem 
times,  had  but  very  little  use  for  his  Latin  in  after 
life.  He  always  failed,  indeed,  to  exhibit  any  good 
degree  of  literary  discipline.  He  commenced  the 
study  of  law  in  Knoxville,  but  a  pulmonary  trouble 
came  on  and  compelled  him  to  change  his  mode 
of  life.  Accordingly  he  returned  home  and  re¬ 
cuperated,  and  in  1812  resumed  his  college  and 
law  studies  at  Knoxville.  In  the  fall  of  1812  he  was 
admitted  to  the  Bar  at  Kaskaskia.  About  this  time 
he  also  learned  the  French  language,  which  he 
practiced  with  pleasure  in  conversation  with  his 
family  for  many  years.  He  regarded  this  language;; 
as  being  superior  to  all  others  for  social  intercourse# 
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From  his  services  in  the  West, Tn  the  war  of  *812, 
he  obtained  the  sobriquet  6£  the  “  Old  Ranger,"  He 
was  Orderly  Sergeant,  then  Judge  Advocate. 

Mr.  Reynolds  opened  his  first  law  office  in  the 
wint&r  and  spring  of  1814,  in  the  French  village  of 
Cahokia,  then  the  capital  of  St.  Clair  County. 

In  the  fall  of  1818  he  was  elected  an  Associate 
Justice  upon  the  Supreme  Bench  by  the  General 
Assembly.  In  1825  he  entered  more  earnestly  than 
ever  into  the  practice  of  law,  and  the  very  next  year 
was  elected 'a  member  of  the  Legislature,  where  he 
acted  independently  of  all  cliques  and  private  inter¬ 
ests.  In  1828  the  Whigs  and  Democrats  were  for 
the  first  time  distinctively  organized  as  such  in  Illi¬ 
nois,  and  the  usual  party  bitterness  grew  .ip  and 
raged  on  all  sides,  while  Mr.  Reynolds  preserved  a 
iudicial  calmness  and  moderation.  The  real  animus 
of  the  campaign  was  “  Jackson  ”  and  “  anti- Jackson," 
‘he  former  party  carrying  the  State. 

In  August,  1830,  Mr.  Reynolds  was  elected  Gov¬ 
ernor,  amid  great  excitement.  Installed  in  office,  he 
did  all  within  his  power  to  advance  the  cause  of  edu¬ 
cation,  internal  improvements,  (me  Biinois  &  Mich¬ 
igan  Canal,  the  harbor  at  ChicagOj=s^ttUng  the  coun¬ 
try,  etc.;  also  rect  mmended  the  winding  up  of  the 
State  Bank,  as  its  affairs  had  become  dangerously 
complicated.  In  his  national  politics,  he  was  a 
moderate  supporter  of  General  Jackson.  But  the 
most  celebrated  event  of  his  gubernatorial  admin¬ 
istration  was  the  Black  Hawk  War,  which  occurred 
in  1832.  He  called  out  the  militia  and  prosecuted 
the  contest  with  commendable  diligence,  appearing 
in  person  on  the  battle-grounds  during  the  most 
critical  periods.  He  was  recognized  by  the  President 
as  Major-General,  and  authorized  by  him  to  make 
treaties  with  the  Indians.  By  the  assistance  of  the 
general  Government  the  war  was  terminated  without 
much  bloodshed,  but  after  many  serious  fights.  This 
war,  as  well  as  everything  else,  was  materially  re¬ 
tarded  by  the  occurrence  of  Asiatic  cholera  in  the 
West.  This  was  its  first  appearance  here,  and  was 
the  next  event  in  prominence  during  Gov.  Reynolds’ 
term. 

South  Carolina  nullification  coming  up  at  this  time, 
t  was  heartily  condemned  by  both  PresiQmt  Jackson 
and  Gov.  Reynolds,  who  took  precisely  the  same 
grounds  as  the  Unionists  in  the  last  war. 

On  the  termination  of  his  gubernatorial  term  in 
.834,  Gov.  Reynolds  was  elected  a  Member  of  Con¬ 
gress,  still  considering  himself  a  backwoodsman,  as 
ie  had  scarcely  been  outside  of  the  State  since  he 
became  of  age,  and  had  spent  nearly  all  his  youthful 
days  in  the  wildest  region  of  the  frontier.  His  first 
move  in  Congress  was  to  adopt  a  resolution  that  in 
all  elections  made  by  the  House  for  officers  the  votes 
should  be  given  viva  voce ,  each  member  in  his  place 
naming  aloud  the  person  for  whom  he  votes,  This 
created  considerable  heated  discussion,  but  was  es¬ 


sentially  adopted,  and  remained  the  controlling  prin¬ 
ciple  for  many  years.  The  ex-Governor  was  scarcely 
absent  from  his  seat  a  single  day,  during  eight  ses¬ 
sions  of  Congress,  covering  a  period  of  seven  years, 
and  fye  never  vacillated  in  a  party  vote;  but  he  failed 
to  get  the  Democratic  party  to  foster  his  “  National 
Road"  scheme.  He  says,  in  “My  Own  Times"  (a 
large  autobiography  he  published),  that  it  was  only 
by  rigid  economy  that  he  avoided  insolvency  while  in 
Washington.  During  his  sojourn  in  that  city  he  was 
married,  to  a  lady  of  the  place. 

In  1837,  white  out  of  Congress,  and  in  company 
with  a  few  others,  he  built  the  first  railroad  in  the 
Mississippi  Valley,  namely,  one  about  six  miles  long, 
leading  from  hip  coal  mine  in  the  Mississippi  bluff  to 
the  bank  of  the  river  opposite  St.  Louis.  Having  not 
the  means  to  purchase  a  locomotive,  they  operated  it 
by  horse-power.  The  next  spring,  however,  the  com¬ 
pany  sold  out,  at  great  sacrifice. 

In  1839  the  ex-Governor  was  appointedoneof  the 
Canal  Commissioners,  and  authorized  to  borrow 
money  to  prosecute  the  enterprise.  Accord* ugly,  he 
repaired  to  Philadelphia  and  succeeding  in  obtaining 
a  million  dollars,  which,  however,  was  only  a  fourth 
of  what  was  wanted.  The  same  year  he  and  his 
wife  made  at  our  Of  Europe,  This  year,  also,  Mr. 
Reynolds  had  the  rather  awkward  little  responsibility 
of  introducing  to  President  Van  Btiren  the  noted 
Mormon  Prophet,  Joseph  Smith,  a?  ;a  "Latter-Day 
Saint!"  x 

In  1S46  Gov.  Reynolds  was  elected  a  member  of 
the  Legislature  from  St.  Clair  County,  more  particu 
lady  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  a  feasible  charter 
for  a  macadamized  road  froth  Belleville  to  St.  Louis, 
a  distance  of  nearly  14  miles.  This  was  immediately 
built,  and  was  the  first  road  of  the  kind  in  the  State. 
He  was  again  elected  to  the  Legislature  in  1852,  when 
he  was  chosen  Speaker  of  the  House.  In  i860,  aged 
and  infirm,  he  attended  the  National  Democratic 
Convention  at  Charleston,  S.  C ,  as  an  anti-Douglas 
Delegate,  where  he  received  more  attention  from  the 
Southern  Delegates  than  any  other  member.  He 
supported  Breekenridge  for  the  Presidency.  After 
the  October  elections  foreshadowed  the  success  of 
Lincoln,  he  published  an  address  urging  the  Demo¬ 
crats  to  rally  to  the  support  of  Douglas.  Immedi¬ 
ately  preceding  and  during  the  late  war,  his  corre¬ 
spondence  evinced  a  clear  sympathy  for  the  Southern 
secession,  rind  about  the  first  of  March,  186 r,  he 
urged  upon  the  Buchanan  officials  the  seizure  of  the 
treasure  and  arms  in  the  custom-house  and  arsenal 
at  St.  Louis.  Mr.  Reynolds  was  a  rather  talkative 
man,  and  apt  in  all  the  Western  phrases  and  catch¬ 
words  that  ever  gained  currency,  besides  many  cun¬ 
ning  and  odd  ones  of  his  own  manufacture. 

He  was  married  twice,  but  had  no  children.  He 
died  in  Belleville,  in  May,  1865, Just  after  the  close 
of  the  war* 
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eluding  Black  Hawk  himself,  across  the  Mississippi, 
while  Gen,  Atkinson,  commander-in-chief  of  the  ex¬ 
pedition,  with  a  body  of  the  army,  Was  hunting  for 
them  in  another  direction. 

In  the  above  affair  Maj,  Ewing  is  often  referred  to 
as  ar“  General,”  which  title  he  had  derived  from  his 
connection,  with  the  militia. 

It  was  in  the  latter  part  of  the  same  year  (1832) 

<  that  Lieutenant  Governor  Casey  was  elected  to  ..Con¬ 
gress  and  Gen,  Ewing,  who  had  been  elected  to  the 
Senate*  was  chosen  to  preside  over  that  body.  At 
the  August  election  of  1834,  Gov.  Reynolds  was  also 
elected  to  Congress,  more  than  a  year  ahead  of  the 
time  at  which  he  could  actually  take  his  seat,  as  was 
then  the  law.  His  predecessor,  Charles  Slade,  had' 
just  died  of  Asiatic  cholera,  soon  after  tlie  elec¬ 
tion,  and  Gov.  Reynolds  was  chosen  to  serve  out  his 
unexpired  term.  Accordingly  he  set  out  for  Wash¬ 
ington  in  November  of  that  year  to  take  his  seskirn 
Congress,  and  Gen.  Ewing,  by  virtue  of  his  office  as 
President  of  the  Senate,  became  Governor  of  the 
State  of  Illinois,  his  term  covering  only  a  period  of 
15  days,  namfely,  from  rise  3d  to  the  17  th  days,  in¬ 
clusive,  of  November.  On  the  17th  the  Legislature 
met,  and  Gov.  Ewing  transmitted  tp  that  body  bis 
message,  giving  a  statement  of  the  condition  of  the 
affairs  of  the  State  at  that  time,  and  urging  a  contin¬ 
uance  of  the  policy  adopted  by  his  predecessor  *  and 
on  the  same  day  Governor  elect  Joseph  Dufican 
was  sworn  into  office,  thus  relieving  Mr,  Ewing  from 


.  EWING.  \ _ __ _ . 

the  responsible  situation.  This  is  the  only  time  that 
such  a  juncture  has  happened  in  the  history  of  Illi¬ 
nois.  ^ 

On  the  29th  of  December,  1835,  Gen,  Ewing  was 
elected  a  United  States  Senator  to  seryb  out  the 
unexpired  term  of  Elias  Kent  Kane,  deceased.  The 
;  latter  gentleman  was  a  very  prominent  figure  in  the 
early  politics  of  Illinois,  and  a  county  in  this  State  is 
named  in  his  honor.  The  election  of  Gen.  Ewing  to 
the  Senate  was  a  protracted  struggle.  His  competi¬ 
tors  vrera  James  Semple,  who  afterwards  held  several 
important  offices  in  this  State,  and  Richard  M. 
Young,  afterward  a  United  States  Senator  and  a 
Supreme  Judge  and  a  ,  man  of  vast  influence.  On 
the  first  ballot  Mr.  Semple  had  25  votes,  Young  19 
and  Ewing  18.  On  the  eighth  ballot  Young  was 
dropped ;  the  ninth  and  tenth  stood  a  tie ;  but  on 
the  1 2th  Ewing  received  40,  to  Semple  37,  and  Was 
accordingly  declared  elected.  In  1837  Mr.  Ewing 
received  some  voti^s  for  a, -continuance  of  his  term  in 
Congress,  when  Mr.  Young,  just  referred  to,  was 
elected.  In  1842  Mr.  Ewing  was  elected  State 
Auditor  on  the  ticket  with  Gov.  Ford. 

Gen.  Ewing  was  a  gentleman  of  culture,  a  lawyer 
by  profession,  and  was  much  in  public  life.  In  person 
he  was  above  medium  height  and  of  heavy  build, 
with  auburn  hair,  blue  eyes,  large-sized  head  and 
short  face.  He  was  genial,  social,  friendly  and 
affable,  wiiViW  talent,  though  of  no  high  degree  of 
originality.  "He  died  March  25, 1846. 
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0SEPH  DUNCAN>  Governor 
lS34  -8,  was  born  at  Paris, 
Ky*’  1?eb‘ 23'  i794‘  At  the 
tender  age  of  ig  years  he  eh- 
listed  in  the  war  against  Great 
Britain,  and  as  a  soldier  he 
ifwMfr'  nfflu‘Ue^  himself  with  credit.  He 
was  an  Ensign  under  the  daunt- 
PwJfpl  less  Croghan  at  Lower  Sandusky, 
'Wfm|J|F%  or  Fort  Stephenson.  In  Illinois 
°  (Mfc#  he  first  appeared  in  a  public  capa- 
flf  city  as  Major-General  of  the  Militia, 
a  position  which  his  military  fame 
had  procured  him.  Subsequently 
(rap  he  became  a  State  Senator  from 
|  Jackson  County,  and  is  honorably 
mentioned  for  introducing  the  first  bill  providing  for 
a  free-school  system.  In  1826,  when  the  redoubt¬ 
able  John  P.  Cook,  who  had  previously  beaten  such 
men  as  John  McLean,  Elias  Kent  Kane  and  ex- 
Gov.  Bond,  came  up  for  the  fourth  time  for  Congress, 
Mr,  Duncan  was  brought  forward  against  him  by  his 
friends,  greatly  to  the  surprise  of  all  the  politicians. 
As  yet  he  was  but  little  known  in  the  State.  He  was 
an  original  Jackson  man  at  that  time,  being  attached 
to  his  political  fortune  in  admiration  of  the  glory  of 
his  military  achievements.  His  chunces  of  success 
against  Cook  were  generally  regarded  as  hopeless, 
hut  he  entered  upon  the  campaign  undaunted.  His 
speeches,  though  short  and  devoid  of  ornament,  were 
.full  of  good  sense.  He  made  a  diligent  canvass  of 
the  State,  Mr.  Cook  being  hindered  by  the  condition  of 
his  health.  Tire  most  that  was  expected  of  Mr. 
Duncan,  under  the  circumstances,  was  that  he  would 


obtain  a  respectable  vote,  but  without  defeating  Mr, 
Cook,  The  result  of  the  campaign,  however,  was  a 
source  of  surprise  and  amazement  to  both  friends 
and  foes,  as  Mr.  Duncan  came  out  641  votes  ahead! 
He  received  6,321  votes,  and  Mr.  Cook  5,680.  Un¬ 
til  this  denouement,  the  violence  of  party  feeling 
smoldering  in  the  breasts  of  the  people  on  account 
of  the  defeat  of  Jackson,  was  not  duly  appreciated, 
Aside  from  the  great  convention  struggle  of  1824,  no 
other  than  mere  local  and  personal  considerations 
had  ever  before  controlled  an  election  in  Illinois. 

From  the  above  date  Mr.  Duncan  retained  his 
seat  in  Co  igress  until  his  election  as  Governor  in 
August,  1834.  The  first  and  bloodless  year  of  the 
Black  Hawk  War  he  was  appointed  by  Gov.  Rey¬ 
nolds  to  the  position  of  Brigadier-General  of  the 
volunteers,  and  he  conducted  his  brigade  to  Rock 
Island.  But  he  was  absent  from  the  State,  in  Wash¬ 
ington,  during  the  gubernatorial  campaign,  and  did 
not  personally  participate  in  it,  but  addressed  circu¬ 
lars  to  his  constituents.  His  election  was,  indeed, 
attributed  to  the  circumstance  of  his  absence,  be¬ 
cause  his  estrangement  from  Jackson,  formerly  his 
political  idol,  and  also  from  the  Democracy,  largely 
in  ascendency  in  the  State,  was  complete;  but  while 
his  defection  was  well  known  to  his  Whig  friends, 
and  even  to  the  leading  Jackson  men  of  this  State, 
the  latter  were  unable  to  carry  conviction  of  that  fact 
to  the  masses,  as  mail  and  newspaper  facilities  at 
that  day  were  far  inferior  to  those  of  the  present 
time.  Of  course  the  Governor  was  much  abused 
afterward  by  the  fossilized  Jackson  men  who  re¬ 
garded  party  ties  and  affiliations  as  above  all 
other  issues  that  could  arise;  but  he  was  doubtless 
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sincere  in  his  opposition  to  the  old  hero,  as  the  latter 
had  vetoed  several  important  western  measures 
which  were  dear  to  Mr.  Duncan.  In  his  inaugural 
message  he  threw  off  the  mask  and  took  a  bold  stand 
again  st  the  course  of  the  President.  The  measures 
r.e  recommended  in  his  message,  however,  were  so 
desirable  that  the  Legislature,  although  by  a  large 
majority  consisting  of  Jackson  men,  could  not  refrain 
from  endorsing  them.  These  measures  related 
mainly  to  banks  and  internal  improvements. 

It  was  while  Mr.  Duncan  was  Governor  that  the 
people  of  Illinois  went  whirling  on  with  bank  and  in¬ 
ternal  improvement  schemes  that  well  nigh  bank¬ 
rupted  the  State.  The  hard  times  of  1837  came  on, 
and  the  disasters  that  attended  the  inauguration  of 
these  plans  and  the  operation  of  the  banks  were  mu¬ 
tually  charged  upon  the  two  political  parties.  Had 
any  one  man  autocratic  power  to  introduce  and 
carry  on  any  one  of  these  measures,  he  would  proba¬ 
bly  have  succeeded  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  public ; 
but  as  many  jealou?;  men  had  hold  of  the  same  plow 
handle,,  no  success  followed  and  each  blamed  the  other 
for  the  failure.  In  this  great  vortex  Gov.  Duncan 
was  carried  along,  suffering  the  like  derogation  of 
character  with  hi  %  fellow  citizens. 

At  the  height  'of  the  excitement  the  Legislature 
“prowled  for”  railroads  from  Galena  to  Cairo,  Alton 
to  Shayneetown^  Alton  to  Mount  Carmel,  Alton  to  the 
eastern  boundary  of  the  State  in  the  direction  of 
Terre  Haute,  Quincy  via  Springfield  to  the  Wabash, 
Bloomington  to  Pekin,  and  Peoria  to  Warsaw, — in  all 
about  1,300  miles  of  road.  It  also  provided  for  the 
improvement  of  the  navigation  of  the  ICaskaskia, 
Illinois,  Great  and  Little  Wabash  and  Hock  Rivers  ; 
also  as  a  placebo,  §200,000  in  money  were  to  be  dis¬ 
tributed  to  the  various  counties  wherein  no  improve¬ 
ments  were  ordered  to  be  made  as  above.  The 
estimate  for  the  expenses  for  all  these  projects  was 
placed  at  a  little  over  §10,000,000,  which  was  not 
more  man  half  enough  1  That  would  now  be  ecjual  to 
saddling  upon  the  State  a  debt  of  $225,000,000!  ’  It 
was  sufficient  to  bankrupt  the  State  several  times 
over,  even  counting  all  the  possible  benefits. 

One  of  the  most  exciting  events  that  ever  occurred 
in  this  fair  State  was  the  murder  of  Elijah  P.  Love- 
joy  in  the  fall  of  1837,  at  Alton,  during  Mr.  Duncan’s 
term  as  Governor.  Lovejoy  was  an  “  Abolitionist,” 
editing  the  Observer  at  that  place,  and  the  pro- 
slavery  slums  there  formed  themselves  into  a  mob, 


I  and  after  destroying  successively  three  presses  be¬ 
longing  to  Mr.  Lovejoy,  surrounded  the  warehouse 
where  the  fourth  press  was  stored  away,  endeavoring 
to  destroy  it,  and  where  Lovejoy  and  his  friends 
were  entrenching  themselves,  and  shot  and  killed  the 
brave  reformer! 

About  this  time,  also,  the  question  of  removing  the 
State  capital  again  came  up,  as  the  20  years’  limit  for 
i|s  existence  at  Vawlalia  was  drawing  to  a  close. 
There  was,  of  course,  considerable  excitement  over 
the  matter,  the  two  main  points  competing  for  it  be¬ 
ing  Springfield  and  Peoria.  The  jealousy  of  the  lat¬ 
ter  place  is  not  even  yet,  45  years  afterward,  fully 
allayed. 

Gov.  Duncan’s  term  expired  in  1838.  In  1842 
he  was  again  proposed  as  a  candidate  for  the  Execu¬ 
tive  chair,  this  time  by  the  Whig  party,  against  Adam 
W.  Snyder,  of  St.  Clair  County,  the  nominee  of  the 
Democrats,  Charles  W.  Hunter  was  a  third  candi* 
date  for  the  same  position.  Mr.  Snyder,  however,  died 
before  the  campaign  had  advanced  very  far,  and  his 
party  substituted  Thomas  Ford,  who  was  elected 
receiving  46,90*  votes,  to  38,584  for  Duncan,  and 
909  for  Hunter.  The  cause  of  Democratic  success 
at  this  time  is  mainly  attributed  to  the  temporary 
support  of  the  Mormons  which  they  enjoyed,  and  the 
want  of  any  knowledge,  on  the  part  of  the  masses, 
that  Mr.  Ford  was  opposed  to  any  given  jjolioy  en¬ 
tertained  in  the  respective  localities. 

Gov,  Duncan  was  a  man  of  rather  limited  educa¬ 
tion,  but  with  naturally  fine  abilities  he  profited 
greatly  by  his  various  public  services,  and  gathered 
a  store  of  knowledge  regarding  public  affairs  which 
served  him  a  ready  purpose,  He  possessed  a  clear 
judgment,  decision,  confidence  in  himself  and  moral 
courage  to  carry  out  his  convictions  of  tight.  In  his 
deportment  he  was  well  adapted  to  gain  the  admira 
lion  of  the  people,  pit's  intercourse  with  them  was 
both  affable  and  dignified.  His  portrait  at  the  Gov¬ 
ernor's  mansion,  from  which  the  accompanying  was 
made,  represents  him  as  having  a  swarthy  complex¬ 
ion,  high  cheek  bones,  broad  forehead,  piercing  black 
eyes  and  straight  black  hair. 

Pie  was  a  liberal  patron  of  the  Illinois  College  at 
Jacksonville,  a  member  of  its  Board  of  Trustees,  and 
died,  after  a  short  illness,  Jan.  15,  1844,  a  devoted 
member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  leaving  a  wife 
but  no  children.  Two  children,  born  to  them,  had 
died  in  infancy. 
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|HOMAS  CARLIN,  the  sixth 
Governor  Of  the  State  of 
Illinois,  serving  from  183S 
to  1842,  was  also  a  Ken¬ 
tuckian,  being  born  near 
Frankfort,  that  State,  July 
S  j]  78,  1789,  of  Irish  paternity. 
Theoppo  rtuni  ties  for  an  education 
being  very  meager  in  his  native 
place,  he,  on  approaching  years  of 
judgment  and  maturity,  applied 
himself  to  those  branches  of  learn¬ 
ing  that  seemed  most  important, 
and  thus  became  a  self-made  man  ; 
and  his  taste  for  reading  and 
study  remained  with  him  through 
life.  In  1803  his  father  removed 
to  Missouri,  then  a  part  of  “  New  Spain,"  where  he 
died  in  1810. 


In  1812  young  Carlin  came  to  Illinois  and  partici¬ 
pated  in  all  the  “ranging”  service  incident  to  the 
war  of  that  period,  proving  himself  a  soldier  of  un¬ 
daunted  bravery.  In  18x4  he  married  Rebecca 
Huitt,  and  lived  for  four  years  on  the  bank  of  the 
Mississippi  River,  opposite  the  mouth  of  the  Mis¬ 
souri,  where  he  followed  farming,  and  then  removed 
to  Greene  County.  He  located  the  town  site  of  Car¬ 
rollton,  in  that  county,  and  in  1825  made  a  liberal  ' 
donation  of  land  for  county  building  purposes.  He 
wa^  the  first  Sheriff  of  that  county  after  its  separate 
organization,  and  afterward  was  twice  elected,  as  a 
Jackson  Democrat,  to  the  Illinois  Senate.  In  the 
Black  Hawk  War  he  commanded  a  spy  battalion,  a 
pod  of  considerable  danger.  In  1834  he  was  ap- 
j jointed  by  President  Jackson  to  the  position  of 
Receiver  of  Public  Moneys,  and  to  fulfill  the  office 


more  conveniently  he  removed  to  the  city  of  Quincy. 

While,  in  1838,  the  unwieldy  internal  improvement 
system  of  the  State  was  in  full  operation,  with  all  its 
expensive  machinery,  amidst  bank  suspensions 
throughout  the  United  States,  a  great  stringency  in 
the  money  market  everywhere,  and  Illinois  bonds 
foited  to  sale  at  a  heavy  discount,  and  the  “  hardest 
times  ”  existing  that  the  people  of  the  Prairie  State 
ever  saw,  the  general  election  of  State  officers  was 
approaching.  Discreet  men  who  had  cherished  the 
hope  of  a  speedy  subsidence  of  the  public  infatua¬ 
tion,  met  with  disappointment.  A  Governor  and 
Legislature  were  to  be  elected,  and  these  were  now 
looked  forward  to  for  a  repeal  of  the  ruinous  State 
policy.  But  the  grand  scheme  had  not  yet  lost  its 
dazzling  influence  upon  the  minds  of  the  people. 
Time  and.  experience  had  not  yet  fully  demonstrated 
its  utter  absurdity.  Hence  the  question  of  arresting 
its  career  of  profligate  expenditures  did  not  become 
a  leading  one  with  the  dominant  party  during  the 
c;«npiign,  and  most  of  the  old  members  of  the  Leg 
islature  were  returned  at  this  election. 

Under  these  circumstances  the  Democrats,  in  State 
Convention  assembled,  nominated  Mr*  Carlin  for  the 
office  of  Governor,  and  S.  H.  Anderson  for  Lieuten¬ 
ant  Governor,  while  the  Whigs  nominated  Cyrus  Ed¬ 
wards,  brotherofNinian  Edwards,  formerly  Governor, 
and  W.  H.  Davidson.  Edwards  came  out  strongly 
for  a  continuance  of  the  State  policy,  while  Carlir 
remained  non-committal.  This  was  the  first  time 
that  the  two  main  political  parlies  in  this  State  were 
unembarrassed  by  any  third  party  in  the  field.  The 
result  of  the  election  was:  Carlin,  35,573;  Ander¬ 
son,-  30,335  ;  Edwards,  29,629 ;  and  Davidson^  28,- 
7i6- 

Upon  the  meeting  of  the  subsequent  Legislature 
(1839),  the  retiring  Governor  CDuncari)  in  his  roes* 
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sage  spoke  in  emphatic  terms  of  the  impolicy  of  the 
interna)  improvement  system,  presaging  the  evils 
threatened,  andutged  that  body  to  do  their  utmost 
to  eorrect  the  great  error ;  yet,  on  the  contrary,  the 
Legislature,  not  only  decided  to  continue  the  policy 
but  also  added  to  its  burden  by  voting,more  appro¬ 
priations  and, ordering  more  improvements.  Although 
the  money  market  was  still  stringent,  a  further  loan 
of  $4,000,000  was  ordered  for  tire  Illinois  &  Mich¬ 
igan  Canal  alone.  Cti'cago  at  that  time  began  to 
loom  up  and  promise  to  be  an  important  city,  .eyen 
the  great  emporiuntof  the  West,  as  it  has  since  in¬ 
deed  came  to  be./'  Ex-Gov.  Reynolds,  an  incompe¬ 
tent  financier,  was  commissioned  to  effect  the  loan, 
and  accordingly  hastened  to  the  East  on  this  respons¬ 
ible  errand,  and  negotiated  the  loans,  at  considera¬ 
ble  sacrifice  to  the  State.  Besides  this  embarrassment 
lo  Carlin's  administration,  the  Legislature  also  de¬ 
clared  that  he  had  no  authority  to  appoint  a  Secretary 
of  State  until  a  vacancy  existed,  and  A.  P.  Field,  a 
Whig,  who  had  already  held  the  post  by  appointment 
.hrough  three  administrations,  Was  determined  to 
keep  the  place  a  while  longer,  in  spite  of  Gov.  Car¬ 
lin’s  preferences.  The  course  of  the  Legislature  in 
this  regard,  however,  was  finally  sustained  by  the 
Supreme,  Court,  in  a  quo  warranto  case  brought  up 
before  it  by  John  A.  McClernand,  whom  the  Gov¬ 
ernor  had  nominated  for  the  office.  Thereupon  that 
dignified  body  was  denounced  as  a  “  Whig  Court!  ’ 
endeavoring  to  establish  the  principle  of  life-tenure 
of  office. 

A  new  law  was  adopted  re-organizing  the  Judici¬ 
ary,  and  under  it  five  additional  Supreme  Judges 
were  elected  by  the  Legislature,  namely,  Thomas 
Ford  (afterward  Governor),  Sidney  Brcese,  Walter  B, 
Scates,  Samuel  H.  Treat  and  Stephen  A.  Douglas — f 
all  Democrats. 

It  was  during  Cov.  Carlin’s  administration  that  the 
noisy  campaign  of  “Tippecanoe  and  Tyler  too  ”  oc¬ 
curred,  resulting  in  a  Whig  victory.  This-,  however, 
did  net  affect  Illinois  politics  very  seriously. 

Another  prominent  event  in  the  West  during  Gov. 
Carlin’s  term  of  office  was  the  excitement  caused  by 
the  Mormons  and  their  removal  from  Independence, 
Mo.,  to^auvoo,  III.,  in  1840.  At  the  same  time 
they  be£an  to  figure  somewhat  in  State  politics.  On 
account  of  their  believing — as  they  thought,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  New  Testament — that  they  should  have 


“all  things  common,"  and  that  consequently  “all 
the  earth  "  and  all  that  is  upon  it  were  the"  Lord’s  " 
and  therefore  the  property  of  his  “  saints,”  they 
were,  suspected,  and  correctly,  too,  of  committing 
many  of  the  deeds  of  larceny,  robbery,  etc.,  that 
were  so  rife  throughout  this  country  in  those  days. 
Hence*  &  feeling  of  violence  grew  up  between  the 
Mormons  and  “anti-Mormons,"  In  the  State  of 
Missouri  the  Mormons  always  supported  the  Dem¬ 
ocracy  until  they  were  driven  out  by  the  Democratic 
government,  when  they  turned  their  support  to  the 
Whigs.  They  were  becoming  numerous,  and  in  the 
Legislature  of  1840-1,  therefore,  it  became  a  matter 
of  great  interest  with  both  parties  to  conciliate  these 
people.  Through  the  agency  of  one  John  C.  Ben¬ 
nett,  a  scamp,' the  Mormons  succeeded  in  rushing 
through  the  Legislature  (both  parties  not  daring  to 
oppose)  a  charter  for  the  city  of  Nauvoo  which  vir¬ 
tually  erected  a  hierarchy  co-ordinate  with  the  Fed¬ 
eral  Government  itself.  In  the  fall  of  1841  the 
Governor  of  Missouri  made  a  demand  upon  Gov. 
Carlin  for  the  body  of  Joe  Smith,  the  Mormon  leader, 
as  a  fugitive  from  justice.  Gov.  Carlin  issued  the 
writ,  but  for  some  reason  it  was  returned  unserved. 
It  was  again  issued  in  1842,  and  Smith  was  arrested, 
but  was  either  rescued  by  his  followers  or  discharged 
by  the  municipal  court  on  a  writ  of  habeas  corpus. 

In  December,  1841,  the  Democratic  Convention 
nominated  Adam  W.  Snyder,  of  Belleville,  far  Gov¬ 
ernor.  As  he  had  been,  as  a  member  of  the  Legisla¬ 
ture,  rather  friendly  to  the  Mormons,  the  latter 
naturally  turned  their  support  to  the  Democratic 
party.  The  next  spring  the  Whigs  nominated  Ex- 
Gov.  Duncan  for  the  same  office.  In  the  meantime 
the  ^Iormons  began  to  grow  more  odious  to  the 
masses  of  the  people,  and  the  comparative  prospects 
of  the  respective  parties  for  success  became  very 
problematical.  Mr.  Snyder,,  died  in  May,  and 
Thomas  Ford,  a  Supreme  Judge,  was  substituted  as 
a  candidate,  and  was  elected. 

At  the  close  of  his  gubernatorial  term,  Mr.  Carlin 
removed  back  to  Iris  old  home  at  Carrollton,  where 
he  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life,  as  before  his  ele¬ 
vation  to  office,  in  agricultural  pursuits.  In  1849 
he  served  out  the  unexpired  term  of  J.  D.  Fry  in  the 
Illinois  House  of  Representatives,  and  died  Feb.  4, 
1852,  at  his  residence  at  Carrollton,  leaving  a  wife 
and  seven  children. 
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FORD,  Governor 
from  1842  to  1846,  and  au- 
RSMHI  thor  of  a  very  interesting 
history  of  Illinois,  was  bom 
at  Uniontown,  Pa,,  in  the 
ggfpHg  year  r  800,  His  mother,  after 

jr&ml&Qk  the  death  of  her  first  hus- 
^  band  (Mr.  Forquer),  married  Rob- 
ert  Ford,  who  was  killed  in  1802,  ] 
^  by  the  Indians  in  the  mountains 
5*  of  Pennsylvania.  She  was  conse- 
P  quently  left  in  indigent  circum- 
hry  stances,  with  a  large  family,  mostly 
girls.  With  a  view  to  better  her 
gf  condition,  she,  in  1804,  removed  to 
Missouri,  where  it  had  been  cus¬ 
tomary  by  the  Spanish  Govern¬ 
ment  to  give  knd  to  actual  settlers;  but  upon  her 
arrival  at  St.  Louis  she  found  the  country  ceded  to 
the  United  States,  and  the  liberal  policy  toward  set¬ 
tlers  changed  by  the  new  ownership.  After  some 
sickness  to  Jxerself  and  family,  she  finally  removed  to 
Illinois,  arsd  settled  some  three  miles  south  of  Water- 
loo,  but  the  following  year  moved  nearer  the  Missis¬ 
sippi  bluffs.  Here  young  Ford  received  his  first 


schooling,  under  the  instructions  of  a  Mr.  Humphrey, 
for  which  he  had  to  walk  three  miles.  His  mother, 
though  lacking  a  thorough  education,  was  &  woman 
of  superior  mental  endowments,  joined  to  energy 
and  determination  of  character.  She  inculcated  in 
her  children  those  high-toned  principles  which  dis¬ 
tinguished  her  sons  in  public  life.  She  exercised  a 
rigid  economy  to  provide  her  children  an  education ; 
but  George  Forquer,  her  oldest  son  (six  years  older 
than  Thomas  Ford),  at  an  early  age  had  to  quit 
school  to  aid  by  his  labor  in  the  support  of  the  family. 
He  afterward  became  an  eminent  man  in  Illinois 
affairs,  and  but  for  his  early  death  would  probably 
have  been  elected  to  the  United  States  Senate.  -  • 

Young  Ford;  with  somewhat  better  opportunities, 
received  a  better  education,  though  limited  to  the 
curriculum  of  the  common  school  of  those  pioneer 
times.  His  mind  gaVe  early  promise  of  superior  en¬ 
dowments,  with  an  inclination  for  mathematics.  His 
proficiency  attracted  the  attention  of,  Hon.  Daniel  P. 
Cook,  who  became  his  efficient  patron  and  friend 
The  latter  gentleman  was  an  eminent  itifnois  states¬ 
man  who,  as  a  Member  of  Congress,  ootained  a  grant 
of  30.0,000  acres  of  land  to  aid  in  completing  the 
Illinois  &  Michigan  Canai,  and  after  whom  the 
county  of  Cook  was  named.  Through  the  advice  ^f 
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this/gentleman,  Mr.  Ford  turned  his  attention  to  the 
study  of  law;  but  Forquer,  then  merchandising,  re- 
gfvtding  his  education  defective,  sent  him  to  Transyl¬ 
vania  University,  Where,  however,  he  remained  but 
one  term,  owing  to  Forquer’s  failure  in  business.  On 
his  return  he  alternated  his  law  reading  with  teach¬ 
ing  school  for  support. 

In  1829  Gov.  Edwards  appointed  him  Prosecuting 
Attorney,  and  in  183  c  he  was  re-appointed  by  Gov. 
Reynolds,  and  after  that  he  was  four  times  elected  a 
Judge  by  the  Legislature,  without  opposition,  twice  a 
Circuit  Judge,  once  a  Judge  of  Chicago,  and  as  As¬ 
sociate  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court,  when,  in  1841, 
the  latter  tribunal  was  re-organized  by  the  addition 
of  five  Judges,  all  Democrats.  Ford  was  assigned  to 
the  Ninth  Judicial  Circuit,  and  while  in  this  capacity 
fte  was  holding  Court  in  Ogle  County  lie  received  a 
notice  of  his  nomination  by  the  Democratic  Conven¬ 
tion  for  the  office  of  Governor.  He  immediately  re¬ 
signed  his  place  and  entered  upon  the  canvass.  In 
August,  1843,  he  was  elected,  and  on  the  8th  of  De¬ 
cember  following  he  was  inaugurated. 

All  the  offices  which  he  had  held  were  unsolicited 
hy  him.  He  received  them  upon  the  true  Jefferson¬ 
ian  principle,-— Never  to  ask  and  never  to  refuse 
office.  Both  as  a  lawyer  and  as  a  Judge  he  stood 
deservedly  high,  but  his  cast  of  intellect  fitted  him 
rather  for  a  writer  upon  law  than  a  practicing  advo¬ 
cate  in  the  courts.  In  the  latter  capacity  lie  was  void 
of  the  moving  power  of  eloquence,  so  necessary  to 
success  with  juries.  As  a  Judge  his  opinions  were 
sound,  lucid  and  able  expositions  of  the  law-  & 
practice,  he  was  a  stranger  to  the  tact,  skill  and  in¬ 
timating  address  of  the  politician,  but  he  saw  through 
:he  arts  of  demagogues  as  well  as  any  man.  He  was 
plain,  in  his  demeanor,  so  much  so,  indeed,  that  at 
one  time  after  the  expiration  of  his  term  of  office, 
during  a  session  of  the  Legislature,  he  was  taken  by 
a  stranger  (o  be  a  seeker  for  the  position  of  door¬ 
keeper,  and  was  waited  upon  at  his  hotel  near  mid¬ 
night  by  a  knot  of  small  office-seekers  with  the  view 
of  effecting  a  “combination!” 

Mr.  Ford  had  not  the  “  brass  "  of  the  ordinary 
politician,  nor  that,  impetuosity  which  characterizes  a 
political  leader.  Tie  cared  little  for  money,  and 
hardly  enough  for  a  decent  support.  In  person  he 
was  of  small  stature,  slender,  of  dark  complexion, 
with  black  sharp  features,  deep-set  eyes,  a 

pointed,  aquB4?i#tiose  having  a  decided  twist  to  one 
side,  and  a  small  mouth. 

The  three  most  important  events  in  Gov.  Ford's 
administration  were  the  establishment  of  the  high 
financial  credit  of  the  State,  the  “  Mormon  War” and 
the  Mexican  War. 

In  the_ first  of  these  the  Governor  proved  himself 
to  be  eminently  wise.  On  coming  into  office  he  found 
the  State  badly  paralyzed  by  the  ruinous  effects  of 
tne  notorious  “internal  improvement’'  schemes  of 


the  preceding  decade,  with  scarcely  anything  to 
show  by  way  of  “improvement.”  The  enterprise 
that  seemed  to  be'  getting  ahead  more  than  all  the 
rest  was  the.  Illinois  &  Michigan  Canal.  As  this 
promised  to  be  the  most  important  thoroughfare, 

’  feasible  to  the  people,  it  was  well  under  headway  in 
its  construction.  Therefore  the  State  policy  was 
almost  concentrated  upon  it,  in  order  to  rush  it  on  tc 
completion.  The  bonded  indebtedness  of  the  State 
was  growing  so  large  as  to  frighten  the  people,  and 
they  were  about  ready  to  entertain  a  proposition  for 
repudiation.  But  the  Governor  had  the  foresight  to 
recommend  such  measures  as  would  maintain  the 
public  credit,  for  which  every  citizen  to-day  feels 
thankful. 

But  perhaps  the  Governor  is  remembered  more  for 
his  connection  with  the  Mormon  troubles  than  for 
anything  else;  for  it  was  during  his  term  of  office 
that  the  “  Latter-Day  Saints  “  heeama  so  strong  at 
Nauvoo,  built  their  temple  there,  increased  their  num¬ 
bers  throughout  the  conn* 7,  committed  misdemean¬ 
ors,  taught  dangerous  doctrines,  suffered  the  loss  of 
theirleader,  Jo  Smith,  by  a  violent  death,  were  driven 
out  of  Nauvoo  to  the  far  West,  etc.  Having  been  a 
Judge  for  so  many  years  previously,  Mr.  Ford  of 
course  was  no  i-committal  concerning  Mormon  affairs, 
and  was  therefore  claimed  by  both  parties  and  also 
accused  by  each  of  symimthizing  too  greatly  with  the 
other  side.  Mormo  lism  claiming  to  be  a  system  of 
religion,  the  Governor  no  doubt  was  “  between  two 
fires,"  and  felt  compelled  to  touch  the  matter  rather 
“  gtogedy,"  and  doubtless  felt  greatly  relieved  when 
that  pestilential  people  left  the  State,  Such  compli¬ 
cated  matters,  especially  when  religion  is  mixed  up 
with  them,  expose  every  person  participating  in 
them  to  criticism  from  all  parties,  J 

The  Mexican  War  was  begun  in  the  spring  of 
1S45,  and  was  continued  into  the  gubernatorial  term 
of  Mr,  Ford  s  su  -censor.  The  Governor's  connection 
with  tins  war,  however,  was  not  conspicuous,  as  it 
was  only  administrative,  commissioning  officers,  etc. 

Ford's  “  History  of  Illinois  ”  is  a  very  readable  and 
entertaining  work,  of  450  small  octavo  pages,  and  is 
destined  to  increase  in  value  with  the  lapse  of  time. 
It  exhibits  a  natural  flow  of  compact  and  forcible 
thought,  never  failing  to  convey  the  nicest  sense.  In 
tracing  with  his  trenchant  pen  the  devious  operations 
of  the  professional  politician,  in  which  he  is  inimit¬ 
able,  his  account  is  open,  perhaps,  to  the  objection 
that  all  his  contemporaries  are  treated  as  mere  place- 
seekers*  while  many  of  them  have  since  been  judged 
by  the  people  to  be  worthy  statesmen.  His  writings 
seem  slightly  open  to  the  criticism  that  they  exhibit 
a  little  splenetic  partiality  against  those  of  his  con¬ 
temporaries  who  were  prominent  during  his  term  of 
office  as  Governor. 

The  death  of  Gov.  Ford  took  place  at  Peoria,  Ill. 
Nov.  2,  1850. 
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Augustus  c.  french, 

Governor  of  Illinois  from 
1846  to  1852,  was  born  in 
the  town  of  Hill,  in  the 
State  of  New  Hampshire, 
Aug.  2,  1808.  He  was  a 
'  descendant  in  the  fourth 
generation  of  Nathaniel 
French,  who  emigrated  from  England 
in  1687  and  settled  in  Saybury,  Mass. 

In  early  life  young  French  lost  his 
father,  but  continued  to  receive  in¬ 
struction  from  an  exemplary  and 
Christian  mother  until  he  was  1 9  years 
old,  when  she  also  died,  confiding  to 
his  care  and  trust  four  younger  broth¬ 
ers  and  one  sister.  He  discharged  his  trust  with 
parental  devotion.  His  education  in  early  life  was 
such  mainly  as  a  common  school  afforded.  For  1 
brief  period  he  attended  Dartmouth  College,  but 
from  pecuniary  causes  and  the  care  of  his  brothers 
and  sister,  he  did  not  graduate.  He  subsequently 
read  law,  and  was  admitted  to  the  Bar  in  1831,  and 
shortly  afterward  removed  to  Illinois,  settling  first  at 
Albion,  Edwards  County,  where  he  established  him¬ 
self  in  the  practice  of  law.  The  following  year  he 
removed  to  Paris,  Edgar  County.  Here  he  attained 
eminence  in  his  profession,  and  entered  public  life 
by  representing  that  county  in  the  Legislature.  A 
strong  attachment  sprang  up  between  him  and  Ste¬ 
phen  A.  Douglas. 

In  1839,  Mr,  French  was  appointed  Receiver  of 
the  United  States  I, and  Office  at  Palestine,  Craw¬ 
ford  County,  at  which  place  lie  was  a  resident  when 


elevated  to  the  gubernatorial  chair.  In  1844  he  was 
a  Presidential  Elector,  and  as  such  he  voted  for 
James  IC  Polk. 

The  Democratic  State  Convention  of  1846,  meet¬ 
ing  at  Springfield  Feb.  10,  nominated  Mr.  French 
for  Governor.  Other  Democratic  candidates  were 
Lyman  Trumbull,  John  Calhoun  (subsequently  of 
Lecompton  Constitution  -notoriety),  Walter  B.  Scates, 
Richard  M.  Young  and  A.  W.  Cavarly, — an  array  of 
very  able  and  prominent  names.  Trumbull  was  per¬ 
haps  defeated  in  the  Convention  by  the  rumor  that 
he  was  opposed  to  the  Illinois  and  Michigan  .Canal, 
as  he  had  been  a  year  previously.  For  Lieutenant 
Governor  J.  B.  Wells  wa?  chosen,  while  other  candi¬ 
dates  were  Lewis  Ross,  Wm.  McMuxtry,  Newtctn 
Cloud,  J.  B.  Hamilton  and  W.  W.  Thompson.  The 
resolutions  declared  strongly  against  the  resuscita¬ 
tion  of  the  old  State  Banks. 

The  Whigs,  who  were  in  a  hop&V-^s  minority,  held 
their  convention  June  S,  at  Peoria,  and  selected 
Thomas  M.  Kilpatrick,  of  Scott  County,  for  Governor, 
and  Gen.  Nathaniel  G.  Wilcox,  of  Schuyler,  for 
Lieutenant  Governor. 

In  the  campaign  the  latter  exposed  M  v,  French’s 
record  and  connection  with  the  passage  of  the  'in¬ 
ternal  improvement  system,  urging  it  against  his 
election ;  but  in  the  meantime  the  war  with  Mexico 
broke  out,  regarding  which  the  Whig  record  was  un¬ 
popular  in  this  State.  The  war  was  the  absorbing 
and  dominating  question  of  the  period,  sweeping 
every  other  political  issue  in  its  course.  The  elec¬ 
tion  in  August  gave  Mr.  French  58,700  votes,  and 
Kilpatrick  only  36,775.  Richard  Eells,  Abolitionist 
candidate  for  the  same  office,  received  5,152  vot^s. 
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By  the  new  Constitution  of  1848*  a  new  election  for 
State  officers  was  ordered  m  November  ofnthat  year, 
before  Gov.  French's  term  was  half  out,  and  he  was 
re-elected  for  the  term  of  four  years.  He  was  there¬ 
fore  the  incumbent  for  six  consecutive  years,  the 
only  Governor  of  this  State  who  has  ever  served  in 
that  capacity  so  long  at  one  time.  As  there  was  no 
organized  opposition  to  his  election,  he  received  67,- 
453  votes,  to  5,639  for  Pierre  Menard  (son  of  the 
first  Lieutenant  Governor),  4,748  for  Charles  V. 
Dyer,  3,834  for  W.  L.  D.  Morrison,  and  1,361  for 
James  L.  D.  Morrison.  But  Win,  McMurtry,  of 
Knox  County,  was  elected  Lieutenant  Governor,  in 
place  of  Joseph  B.  W ells,  who  was  before  elected 
and  did  not  run  again. 

Governor  French  was  inaugurated  into  office  dur¬ 
ing  the  progress  of  the  Mexican  War,  which  closed 
during  the  summer  o|:  1847,  although  the  treaty- of 
Guadalupe  Hidalgo  was  not  made  until  Feb"  2 
1848.  The  policy  of  Gov.  French’s  party  was  com¬ 
mitted  to  that  war,  but  in  connection  with  that  affair 
he  was,  of  course,  Only  an  administrative  officer. 
During  hfs  term  of  office,  Feb.  19, 1847,  the  Legisla¬ 
ture,  by  special  permission  of  Congress,/  declared  that 
all  Government  lands  sold  to  settlers  should  be  im¬ 
mediately  subject  to  State  taxation;  before  this  they 
were  exempt  for  five  years  after  sale.  By  this  ar¬ 
rangement  the  revenue  was  materially  increased. 
About  the  same  time,  the  distribution  of  Government 
land  warrants  among  the  Mexican  soldiers  as  bounty 
threw  upon  the  market  a  great  quantity  of  good 
lands,  and  this  enhanced  the  settlement  of  the  State. 
The  same  Legislature  authorized,  with  the  recom¬ 
mendation  of  the  Governor,  the  sale  of  the  Northern 
Cross  Railroad  (from  Springfield  to  Meredosia,  the 
first  in  the  State  and  now  a  section  of  the  Wabash 
St.  Louis  &  Pacific).  It  sold  for  #roo,ooo  in  bonds,’ 
although  it  had  cost  the  State  not  less  than  a  pillion. 
The  salt  wells  and  canal  lands  in  the  Saline  reserve 
in  Gallatin  County,  granted  by  the  general  Govern¬ 
ment  to  the  State,  were  also  authorized  by  the 
Governor  to  be  sold,  to  apply  on  the  State  debt.  In 
1850,  for  the  first  time  since  1839,  the  accruing  State 
revenue,  exclusive  of  specific  appropriations,  was  ( 

sufficient  to  meet  the  current  demands  upon  the  ] 

treasury.  The  aggregate  taxable  property  of  the  1 
State  at  this  time  was  over  $ro6, 000,000,  and  the 
population  851,470,  ( 


In  1849  the  Legislature  adopted  the  township  or- 
,  ganization  law,  which,  however,  proved  defective, 
:  and  was  properly  amended  in  1851,  At  its  session 
■  in  the  latter  year,  the  Generj;5  Assembly  also  passed 
i  a  law  to  exempt  homestead^  i.om  sale  on  executions 
This  beneficent  measure  had  been  repeatedly  urged 
upon  that  body  by  Gov.  French. 

fa  1850  some  business  men  in  §t.  Louis  com¬ 
menced  to  build  a  dike  opposite  the  lower  part  of 
Jhehr  city  on  the  Illinois  side,  to  keep  the  Mississippi 
k  its  channel  near  St.  Louis,  instead  of  breaking 
away  from  them  as  it  sometimes  threatened  to  do. 
This  they  undertook  without  permission  from  the 
Legislature  or  Executive  authority  of  this  State ;  and 
as  many  of  the  inhabitants  there  complained  that 
the  scheme  would  inundate  and  ruin  much  valuable 
land,  there  was  a  slight  conflict  of  jurisdictions,  re¬ 
sulting  in  favor  of  the  St.  Louis  projeipt;  and  since 
then  a  good  site  has  existed  there  for  a  city  (East  St. 
Louis),  and  now  a  score  of  railroads  center  there. 

It  was  in  September,  1850,  that  Congress  granted 
to  this  State  nearly  3,000,000  acres  ofland  in  aid  of 
the  completion  of  the  Illinois  Central  Railroad, 
which  constituted  the  most  important  epoch  in  the 
railroad  we  might  say  internal  improvement — his¬ 
tory  of  the  State.  The  road  was  rushed  on  to  com¬ 
pletion,  which  accelerated  the  settlement  of  the  in¬ 
terior  of  the  State  by  a  good  class  of  industrious  citi¬ 
zens,  and  by  the  charter  a  good  income  to  the  State 
Treasury  is  paid  in  from  the  earnings  of  the  road. 

In  185 1  the  Legislature  passed  a  law  authorizing 
free  stock  banks,  which  was,  the  source  of  much  leg¬ 
islative  discussion  for  a  number  of  years. 

But  we  have  not  space  further  to  particularize 
concerning  legislation.  Gov.  French’s  administra¬ 
tion  was  not  marked  by  any  feature  to  be  criticised, 
while  the  country  was  settling  up  as  never  before. 

In  stature,  Gov.  French  was  of  medium  height, 
squarely  built,  light  complexioned,  with  ruddy  face 
and  pleasant  countenance.  In  manners  he  was 
plain  and  agreeable.  By  nature  he  was  somewhat 
diffident,  but  he  was  often  very  outspoken  in  his  con¬ 
victions  of  duty.  In  public  speech  he  was  not  an 
orator,  but  was  chaste,  earnest  and  persuasive.  In 
business  he  was  accurate  and  methodical,  and  in  his 
administration  he  kept  up  the  credit  of  the  State. 

He  died  in  1865,  at  his  home  in  Lebanon.  St 
Gta ir  Co.,  HI. 
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;OEL  A.  MATTESON,  Governor 
1 85  3-6,  was  bora  Aug.  8,  1808, 
in  Jefferson  County,  New  York, 
to  which  place  his  father  had  re¬ 
moved  from  Vermont  three  years 
before.  His  father  was  a  farmer 
in  fair  circumstances,  but  a  com¬ 
mon  English  education  was  all 
that  his  only  son  received.  Young 
Joel  first  tempted  fortune  as  a 
small  tradesman  in  Prescott, 
Canada,  before  he  was  of  age. 
He  returned  from  that  place  to 
his  home,  entered  an  academy, 
taught  school,  visited  the  prin¬ 
cipal  Eastern  cities,  improved  a  farm  his  father  had 
given  him,  made  a  tour  in  the  South,  worked  there 
in  building  railroads,  experienced  a  storm  on  the 
Gulf  of  Mexico,  visited  the  gold  diggings  of  Northern 
Georgia,  and  returned  via  Nashville  to  St.  Louis  and 
through  Illinois  to  his  father's  home,  when  he  mar¬ 
ried.  In  1833,  having  sold  his 'farm,  he  removed, 
with  his  wife  and  one  child,  to  Illinois,  and  entered 
a  claim,  on  Government  land  near  the  head  of  Au 
Sabi©  Elver,  in  what  is  now  Kendall  County.  At 
that  time  there  were  not  more  than  two  neighbors 
within  a  range  of  ten  miles  of  his  place,  and  only 
>hree  or  four  houses  between  him  and  Chicago.  He 
opened  a  large  farm.  His  family  vyas  boarded  12 


miles  away  while  he  erected  a  house  on  his  claim, 
sleeping,  during  this  time,  under  a  rude  pole  shed. 
Here  his  life  was  once  placed  in  imminent  peril  by 
a  huge  prairie  rattlesnake  sharing  his  bed. 

In  1835  he  bought  largely  at  the  Government  land 
sales.  During  the  speculative  real-estate  mania  which 
broke  out  in  Chicago  in  18 36  and  spread  over  the  State, 
he  sold  his  lands  under  the  inflation  of  that  period 
and  removed  to  Joliet.  In  1838  he  became  a  heavy 
contractor  on  the  Illinois  &  Michigan  Canal.  Upon 
the  completion  of  his  job  in  1841,  when  hard  times 
prevailed,  business  at  a  stand,  contracts  paid  in  State 
scrip;  when  all  the  public  works  except  the  canal 
were  abandoned,  the  State  offered  for  sale  700  tons 
of  railroad  iron,  which  was  purchased  by  Mr.  Mat- 
teson  at  a  bargain.  This  he  accepted,  shipped  and 
sold  at  Detroit,  realizing  a  very  handsome  profit, 
enough  to  pay  off  all  his  canal  debts  and  leave  him  a 
surplus  of  several  thousand  dollars.  His  enterprise 
next  prompted  him  to  start  a  woolen  mill  at  Joliet, 
in  which  he  prospered,  and  which,  after  successive 
enlargements,  became  an  enormous  establishment. 

In  184?  he.  was  first  elected  a  State  Senator,  but, 
by  a  bungling  apportionment,  jfcim  Pearson,  a  Senator 
holding  over,  was  found  to  be  in  the  same  district, 
and  decided  to  be  entitled  to  represent  it.  Mat- 
tesoti's  seat  was  declared  vacant.  Pearson,  however, 
with  a  nobleness  difficult  to  appreciate  in  this  day  of 
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greed  for  office,  unwilling  to  represent  his  district 
under  the  circumstances,  immediately  resigned  his 
unexpired  term  of  two  years.  A  bill  was  passed  in  a 
few  hours  ordering  a  new  election,,  and  in  ten  days’ 
time  Mr.  Matteson  Was  returned  re-elected  and  took 
his  seat  as  Senator.  From  his  well-known  capacity 
as  a  business  man,  he  was  made  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  on,  Finance,  a  position  he  held  during 
this  half  and  two  full  succeeding  Senatorial  terms, 
discharging  its  important  duties  with  abilityand  faith¬ 
fulness.  Besides  his  extensive  woolen-mill  interest, 
when  work  was  resumed  on  the  canal  under  the  new 
loan  of  $1,600,000  he  again;  became  a  heavy  con¬ 
tractor,  and  also  subsequently  operated  largely  in 
building  railroads.  Thus  he  showed  himself  a  most 
energetic  and  thorough  business  man. 

He  was  nominated  for  Governor  by  the  Demo¬ 
cratic  State  Convention  which  met  at  Springfield 
April  20,  1852.  Gther  candidates  before  the  Con¬ 
vention  were  D.  L.  Gregg  and  F.  C.  Shferman,  of 
Cook ;  John  Dement,  of  Lee ;  Thomas  L.  Harris,  of 
Menard;  Lewis  W,  Ross, of  Fulton ;  and  D.  P.  Bush, 
of  Pike.  Gustavus  Koerner,  of  St.  Clair,  was  nom¬ 
inated  for  Lieutenant  Governor.  For  the  same  offices 
the  Whigs  nominated  Edwin  B.  Webb  and  Dexter  A. 
Knowlton.  Mr.  Matteson  received  80,645  votes  at 
the  election,  while  Mr.  Webb  received  64,408.  Mat- 
teson’s  forte  was  not  on  the  stump;  he  had  not  cul¬ 
tivated  the  art  of  oily  flattery,  or  the  faculty  of  being 
all  things  to  all  men.  His  intellectual  qualities  took 
rather  the  direction  of  efficient  executive  ability.  His 
turn  consisted  not  so  much  in  the  adroit  manage¬ 
ment  of  party,  or  the  powerful  advocacy  of  great  gov¬ 
ernmental  principles,  as  in  those  more  solid  and 
enduring  operations  which  cause  the  physical  devel¬ 
opment  and  advancement  of  a  State,' —of  commerce 
and  business  enterprise,  into  which  he  labored  with 
-success  to  lead  the  people.  As  a'  politician  he  was 
just  and  liberal  in  his  views,  and  both  in  official  and 
private  life  he  then  stood  untainted  and  free  from 
blemish.  As  a  man,  in  active  benevolence,  social 
rirtues  and  all  the  amiable  qualities  of  neighbor;  or 
citizen,  he  had  few  superiors.  His  messages  present 
a  perspicuous  array  of  facts  as  to  the  condition  of  the 
State,  and  are  often  couched  in  forcible  and  elegant 
diction. 

The  greatest  excitement  during  his  term  of  office 
was  the  repeal  of  thaMissouri  Compromise,  by  Con¬ 


gress,  under  the  leadership  of  Stephen  A.  Douglas  in 
1854,  when  the  bill  was  passed  organizing  the  Terri* 
.lory  of  Kansas  and  Nebraska.  A  large  portion  of 
the  Whig  party  of  the  North,  through  their  bitter  op¬ 
position  to  the  Democratic  party,  naturally  drifted 
into  the  doctrine  of  anti-slavery,  and  thus  led  to  what 
was  temporarily  called  the  “Anti-Nebraska"  party, 
while  the  followers  of  Douglas  were  known  as  “  Ne¬ 
braska  or  Douglas  Democrats.”  It  was  during  this 
embryo  stage  of  the  Republican  party  that  Abraham 
Lincoln  was  brought  forward  as  the  “Anti-Nebraska” 
candidate  for  the  United  States  Senatorship,  while 
Gen.  James  Shields,  the  incumbent,  was  re-nom- 
inated  by  the  Democrats.  But  after  a  few  ballotings 
in  the  Legislature  (1855),  these  men  were  dropped, 
and  Lyman  Trumbull,  an  Anti-Nebraska  Democrat, 
was  brought  up  by  the  former,  and  Mr.  Matteson, 
then  Governor,  by  the  latter.  On  the  nth  ballot 
Mr.  Trumbull  obtained  one  majority,  and  was  ac¬ 
cordingly  declared  elected.  Before  Gov.  Matteson  *s 
term  expired,  the  Republicans  were  fully  organized 
as  a  national  party,  and  in  1856  put  into  the  field  a 
full  national  and  State  ticket,  carrying  the  State,  but 
not  the  nation, 

The  Legislature  of  1855  passed  two  very  import¬ 
ant  measures, — the  present  free-sehool  system  and  a 
submission  of  the  Maine  liquor  law  to  a  vote  of  the 
people.  The  latter  was  defeated  by  a  small  majority 
of  the  popular  vote. 

During  the  four  years  of  Gov.  Matteson  %  admin¬ 
istration  the  taxable  wealth  of  the  State  was  about 
trebled,  from  $137,818,079  to  $349,95?, 27 2  ;  the  pub¬ 
lic  debt  was  reduced  from  $17,398,985  to  $12,843,- 
144;  taxation  was  at  the  same  time  reduced,  and  the 
State  resumed  paying  interest  on  its  debt  in  New 
York  as  fast  as  it  fell  due ;  railroads  were  increased 
in  their  mileage  from  something  less  than  400  to 
about  3.000;  and  the  population  of  Chicago  was 
nearly  doubled,  and  its  commerce  more  than  quad¬ 
rupled. 

Before  closing  this  account, we  regret  that  we  have 
to  say  that  Mr.  Matteson,  in  all  other  respects  an 
upright  man  and  a  good  Governor,  was  implicated 
in  a  false  re-issue  of  redeemed  canal  scrip,  amount¬ 
ing  to  $‘224,182.66.  By  a  suit  in  the  Sangamon  Cir¬ 
cuit  Court  the  State  recovered  the  principal  and  all 
the  interest  excepting  $27,500. 

He  died  in  the  winter  of  1872-3,  at  Chicago. 


:LLIAM  H.  BISSELL,  Gov- 
1  ernor  1857-60,  was  born 
i  April  25,  1811,  in  the 
State  of  New  York,  near 
Painted  Post,  Yates  County. 

:  His  parents  were  obscure, 
honest,  God-fearing  people, 
who  reared  their  children  under  the  daily 
example  of  industry  and  frugality,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  custom  of  that  class  of  Eastern 
society.  Mr.  Bissell  received  a  respecta¬ 
ble  but  not  thorough  academical  education. 
By  assiduous  application  he  acquired  a 
knowledge  of  medicine,  and  in  his  early 
manhood  came  West  and  located  in  Mon¬ 
roe  County,  this  State,  where  he  engaged  in  the 
practice  of  that  profession.  But  he  was  not  enam¬ 
ored  of  his  calling;  he  was  swayed  by  a  broader 
ambition,  to  such  an  extent  that  the  mysteries  of  the 
healing  art  and  its  arduous  duties  failed  to  yield  him 
further  any  charms.  In  a  few  years  he  discovered 
his  choice  of  a  profession  to  be  a  mistake,  and  when 
he  approached  the  age  of  30  he  sought  to  begin 
anew.  Dr.  Bissell,  no  doubt  unexpectedly  to  him¬ 
self,  discovered  a  singular  facility  and  charm  of 
speech,  the  exercise  of  which  acquired  for  him  a 
ready  local  notoriety.  It  soon  came  to  be  under¬ 


stood  that  he  desired  to  abandon  his  profession  and 
take  up  that  of  the  law.  During  terms  of  Court  he 
would  spend  his  time  at  the  county  seat  among  the 
members  of  the  Bar,  who  extended  to  him  a  ready 
welcome. 

It  was  not  strange,  therefore,  that  he  should  drift 
into  public  life.  In  1840  he  was  elected  as  a  Dem¬ 
ocrat  to  the  Legislature  from  Monroe  County,  and 
was  an  efficient  member  of  that  body.  On  his  re¬ 
turn  home  he  qualified  himself  for  admission  to  the 
Bar  and  speedily  rose  to  the  front  rank  as  an  advo¬ 
cate.  His  powers  of  oratory  were  captivating.  With  a 
pure  diction,  charming  and  inimitable  gestures, 
clearness  of  statement,  and  a  remarkable  vein  of  sly 
humor,  his  efforts  before  a  jury  told  with  irresistible 
effect.  He  was  chosen  by  the  Legislature  Prosecut¬ 
ing  Attorney  for  the  Circuit  in  which  he  lived,  and 
in  that  position  he  fully  discharged  his  duty  to  the 
State,  gained  the  esteem  of  the  Bar,  and  seldom 
failed  to  convict  the  offender  of  the  law. 

In  stature  he  was  somewhat  tall  and  slender,  and 
with  a  straight,  military  bearing,  he  presented  a  dis¬ 
tinguished  appearance.  His  complexion  was  dark, 
his  head  well  poised,  though  not  large,  his  address 
pleasant  and  manner  winning.  He  was  exemplary 
in  his  habits,  a  devoted  husband  and  kind  parent. 
He  was  twice  married,  the  first  time  to  Miss  James, 
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of  Monroe  County,  by  whom  he  had  two  children, 
both  daughters.  She  died  soon  after  the  year  1840, 
and  Mr.  B.  married  for  his  second  wife  a  daughter 
of  Elias  K.  Kane,  previously  a  United  States  Senator 
from  this  State.  She  survived  him  but  a  short  time, 
and  died  without  issue. 

When  the  war  with  Mexico  was  declared  in  1846, 
Mr.  Bissell  enlisted  and  was  elected  Colonel  of  his 
regiment,  over  Hon.  Don  Morrison,  by  an  almost 
unanimous  vote, — 807  to  6.  Considering  the  limited 
opportunities  he  had  had,  he  evinced  a  high  order  of 
military  talent.  On  the  bloody  field  of  Buena  Vista 
he  acquitted  himself  with  intrepid  and  distinguished 
ability,  contributing  with  his  regiment,  the  Second 
Illinois,  in  no  small  degree  toward  saving  the  waver¬ 
ing  fortunes  of  our  arms  during  that  long  and  fiercely 
contested  battle. 

After  his  return  home,  at  the  close  of  the  war,  he 
was  elected  to  Congress,  his  opponents  being  the 
Hons.  P.  B.  Fouke  and  Joseph  Gillespie.  He  served 
two  terms  in  Congress.  He  was  an  ardent  politician. 
During  the  great  contest  of  1850  he  voted  in  favor 
of  the  adjustment  measures;  but  in  1854  he  opposed 
the  repeal  of  the  Missouri  Compromise  act  and 
therefore  the  Kansas-Nebraska  bill  of  Douglas,  and 
thus  became  identified  with  the  nascent  Republican 
party. 

During  his  first  Congressional  term,  while  the 
Southern  members  were  following  their  old  practice 
of  intimidating  the  North  by  bullying  language, 
and  claiming  most  of  the  credit  for  victories  in  the 
Mexican  War,  and  Jefferson  Davis  claiming  for  the 
Mississippi  troops  all  the  credit  for  success  at  Buena 
Vista,  Mr.  Bissell  bravely  defended  the  Northern 
troops ;  whereupon  Davis  challenged  Bissell  to  a  duel, 
which  was  accepted.  This  matter  was  brought  up 
against  Bissell  when  he  was  candidate  for  Governor 
and  during  his  term  of  office,  as  the  Constitution  of 
this  State  forbade  any  duelist  from  holding  a  State 
office. 

In  1856,  when  the  Republican  party  first  put  forth 
a  candidate,  John  C.  Fremont,  for  President  of  the 
United  States,  the  same  party  nominated  Mr.  Bissell 
for  Governor  of  Illinois,  and  John  Wood,  of  Quincy, 
for  Lieutenant  Governor,  while  the  Democrats  nomi¬ 
nated  Hon.  W.  A.  Richardson,  of  Adams  County, 
for  Governor,  and  Col.  R.  J.  Hamilton,  of  Cook 
County,  for  Lieutenant  Governor.  The  result  of  the  I 


election  was  a  plurality  of  4,729  votes  over  Richard¬ 
son.  The  American,  or  Know-Nothing,  party  had  a 
ticket  in  the  field.  The  Legislature  was  nearly  bal¬ 
anced,  but  was  politically  opposed  to  the  Governor. 
His  message  to  the  Legislature  was  short  and  rather 
ordinary,  and  was  criticised  for  expressing  the  sup¬ 
posed  obligations  of  the  people  to  the  incorporators 
of  the  Illinois  Central  Railroad  Company  and  for  re¬ 
opening  the  slavery  question  by  allusions  to  the 
Kansas  troubles.  Late  in  the  session  an  apportion¬ 
ment  bill,  based  upon  the  State  census  of  1855,  was 
passed,  amid  much  partisan  strife.  The  Governor 
at  first  signed  the  bill  and  then  vetoed  it.  A  furious 
debate  followed,  and  the  question  whether  the  Gov¬ 
ernor  had  the  authority  to  recall  a  signature  was 
referred  to  the  Courts,  that  of  last  resort  deciding  in 
favor  of  the  Governor.  Two  years  afterward  another 
outrageous  attempt  was  made  for  a  re-apportionment 
and  to  gerrymander  the  State,  but  the  Legislature 
failed  to  pass  the  bill  over  the  veto  of  the  Governor. 

It  was  during  Gov.  Bissell's  administration  that 
the  notorious  canal  scrip  fraud  was  brought  to  light, 
implicating  ex-Gov.  Matteson  and  other  prominent 
State  officials.  The  principal  and  interest,  aggregat¬ 
ing  $255,500,  was  all  recovered  by  the  State  except¬ 
ing  $27,500.  (See  sketch  of  Gov.  Matteson.) 

In  1859  an  attempt  was  discovered  to  fraudu¬ 
lently  refund  the  Macalister  and  Stebbins  bonds  and 
thus  rob  the  State  Treasury  of  nearly  a  quarter  of  a 
million  dollars.  The  State  Government  was  impli¬ 
cated  in  this  affair,  and  to  this  day  remains  unex¬ 
plained  or  unatoned  for.  For  the  above,  and  other 
matters  previously  mentioned,  Gov.  Bissell  has  been 
severely  criticised,  and  he  has  also  been  most  shame¬ 
fully  libelled  and  slandered. 

On  account  of  exposure  in  the  army,  the  remote 
cause  of  a  nervous  form  of  disease  gained  entrance 
into  his  system  and  eventually  developed  paraplegia, 
affecting  his  lower  extremities,  which,  while  it  left 
his  body  in  comparative  health,  deprived  him  of  loco- 
motion  except  by  the  aid  of  crutches.  While  he  was 
generally  hopeful  of  ultimate  recovery,  this  myste¬ 
rious  disease  pursued  him,  without  once  relaxing  its 
stealthy  hold,  to  the  close  of  his  life,  March  1^, 
r86o,  over  nine  months  before  the  expiration  of  hi,, 
gubernatorial  term,  at  the  early  age  of  48  years.  He 
died  in  the  faith  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church,  o| 
which  he  had  been  a  member  since  1854. 
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||(>HN  WOOD,  Governor  1 860-1,  and 
•  the  first  settler  of  Quincy,  III., 
was  born  in'-  the  town  of  Sempro- 
nius  (now  Moravia),  Cayuga  Co., 
N.  Y.,  Dec.  20,  1798.  He  was 
the  second  child  and  only  son  of 
Dr.  Daniel  Wood.  His  mother, 
nee  Catherine  Crause,  was  of 
German  parentage,  and  died 
while  he  was  an  infant.  Dr. 
Wood  was  a  learned  and  skillful 
physician,  of  classical  attain¬ 
ments  and  proficient  in  several 
modern  languages,  who,  after 
serving  throughout  the  Revolu¬ 
tionary  War  as  a  Surgeon,  settled  on  the  land  granted 
him  by  the  Government,  and  resided  there  a  re¬ 
spected  and  leading  influence  in  his  section  until  his 
death,  at  the  ripe  age  of  92  years. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch,  impelled  by  the  spirit 
of  Western  adventure  then  pervading  everywhere, 
left  his  home,  Nov.  2,  1818,  and  passed  the  succeed¬ 
ing  winter  in  Cincinnati,  Ohio.  The  following  sum¬ 
mer  he  pushed  on  to  Illinois,  landing  at  Shawneetown, 
and  spent  the  fall  and  following  winter  in  Calhoun 
County.  In  1820,  in  company  with  Willard  Keyes, 
he  settled  in  Pike  County,  about  30  miles  southeast 
of  Quincy,  where  for  the  next  two  years  he  pursued 
farming.  In  1821  he  visited  "  the  Bluffs  ”  (as  the 
present  site  of  Quincy  was  called,  then  uninhabited) 
and,  pleased  with  its  prospects,  soon  after  purchased 
a  quarter-section  of  land  near  by,  and  in  the  follow¬ 
ing  fall  (1822)  erected  near  the  river  a  small  cabin, 


18  x  20  feet,  the  first  building  in  Quincy,  of  which 
he  then  became  the  first  and  for  some,  months  the 
only  occupant. 

About  this  time  he  visited  his  old  friends  in  Pike 
County,  chief  of  whom  was  William  Ross,  the  lead¬ 
ing  man  in  building  up  the  village  of  Atlas,  of  that 
county,  which  was  thought  then  to  be  the  possible 
commencement  of  a  city.  One  day  they  and  others 
were  traveling  together  over  the  country  between  the 
two  points  named,  making  observations  on  the  com¬ 
parative  merits  of  the  respective  localities.  On  ap¬ 
proaching  the  Mississippi  near  Mr.  Wood’s  place, 
the  latter  told  his  companions  to  follow  him  and  he 
would  show  them  where  he  was  going  to  build  a  city. 
They  went  about  a  mile  off  the  main  trail,  to  a  high 
point,  from  which  the  view  in  every  direction  was 
most  magnificent,  as  it  had  been  for  ages  and  as  yet 
untouched  by  the  hand  of  man.  Before  them  swept 
by  the  majestic  Father  of  Waters,  yet  unburdened  by 
navigation.  After  Mr.  Wood  had  expatiated  at 
length  on  the  advantages  of  the  situation,  Mr.  Ross 
replied,  “But  it’s  too  near  Atlas  ever  to  amount  to 
anything!1' 

Atlas  is  stili  a  cultivated  farm,  and  Quincy  is  a 
city  of  over  30,000  population. 

In  11824  Mr.  Wood  gave  a  newspaper  notice, 
as  the  law  then  prescribed,  of  his  intention  to  apply 
to  the  General  Assembly  for  the  formation  of  a  new 
county.  This  was  done  the  following  winter,  result¬ 
ing  in  the  establishment  of  the  present  Adams 
County.  During  the  next  summer  Quipcy  was  se¬ 
lected  as  the  county  seat,  it  and  the  vicinity  then 
containing  but  four  adult  male  residents  and  half 
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that  number  of  females.  Sinoe  that  period  Mr. 
Wood  resided  at  the  place  of  his  early  adoption  un¬ 
til  his  death,  and  far  more  than  any  other  man  was 
he  identified  with  every  measure  of  its  progress  and 
history,  and  almost  continuously  kept  in  public  posi¬ 
tions. 

He  was  one  of  the  early  town  Trustees,  and  after 
the  place  became  a  city  he  was  often  a  member  of 
the  City  Council,  many  times  elected  Mayor,  in  the 
face  of  a  constant  large  opposition  political  majority. 
In  1850  he  was  elected  to  the  State  Senate.  In  1856, 
on  the  organization  of  the  Republican  party,  he  was 
chosen  Lieutenant  Governor  of  the  State,  on  the 
ticket  with  Wm.  H.  Bissell  for  Governor,  and  on  the 
death  of  the  latter,  March  iS,  i860,  he  succeeded  to 
the  Chief  Executive  chair,  which  he  occupied  until 
Gov.  Yates  was  inaugurated  nearly  ten  months  after¬ 
ward. 

Nothing  very  marked  characterized  the  adminis¬ 
tration  of  Gov.  Wood.  The  great  anti-slavery  cam¬ 
paign  of  i860,  resulting  in  the  election  of  the  honest 
Illinoisan,  Abraham  Lincoln,  to  the  Presidency  of  the 
United  States,  occurred  during  tfie  short  period 
while  Mr.  Wood  was  Governor,  and  the  excitement 
and  issues  of  Ihat  struggle  dominated  over  every 
other  consideration, — indeed,  supplanted  them  in  a 
great  measure.  The  people  of  Illinois,  during  all 
that  time,  were  passing  the  comparatively  petty  strifes 
under  Bissell’s  administration  to  the  overwhelming/ 
issue  of  preserving  the  whole  nation  from  destruction. 

In  1861  ex-Gov.  Wood  was  one  of  the  five  Dele¬ 
gates  from  Illinois  to  the  “  Peace  Convention  ”  at 
Washington,  and  in  April  of  the  same  year,  on  the 
breaking  out  of  the  Rebellion,  he  was  appointed 


Quartermaster-General  of  the  State,  which  position 
he  held  throughout  the  war.  In  1864  he  took  com¬ 
mand  as  Colonel  of  the  137th  Ill.  Vol.  Inf.,  with 
whom  he  served  until  the  period  of  enlistment  ex¬ 
pired. 

Politically,  Gov.  Wood  was  always  actively  identi¬ 
fied  with  the  Whig  and  Republican  parties;  Few 
men  have  in  ^personal  experience  comprehended  so 
many  surprisjng  and  advancing  local  changes  as 
vested  in  the  more  than  half  century  recollections  of 
Gov.  Wood.  Sixty-four  years  ago  a  solitary  pettier 
on  the  “Bluffs,"  with  no  family,  and  no  neighbor 
within  a  score  of  miles,  the  world  of  civilization  away 
behind  him,  and  the  strolling  red-man  almost  his 
only  visitant,  he  lived  to  see  growing  around  him, 
and  under  Iris  auspices  and  aid,  overspreading  the 
wild  hills  and  scraggy  forest  a  teaming  city,  second 
only  in  size  in  the  State,  and  surpassed  nowhere  in 
beauty,  prosperity  and  promise;  whose  people  recog¬ 
nize  as  with  a  single  voice  the  proverbial  honor  and 
liberality  that  attach  to  the  name  and  lengthened 
life  of  their  pioneer  settler,  “the  old  Governor." 

Gov.,  Wood  was  twice  married, — first  in  January, 
1826,  to  Ann  M.  Streeter,  daughter  of  Joshua  Streeter, 
formerly  of  Salem,  Washington  Co,,  N.  Y.  They  had 
eight  children.  Mrs.  W.  died  Oct  8,  1863,  and  in 
June,  1865,  Gov.  Wood  married  Mrs,  Mary  A.,  widow 
of  Rev.  Joseph  T.  Holmes.  Gov.  Wood  died  June  4, 
1880,  at  his  residence  in  Quincy.  Four  of  his  eight 
children  are  now  living,  namely:  Ann  E.,  wife  of 
Gen.  John  Tillson;  Daniel  C.,  who  married  Mary  J. 
Abernethy;  John,  Jr.,  who  married  Josephine  Skinner, 
and  Joshua  S.,  who  married  Annie  Bradley,  The 
last  mentioned  now  resides  at  Atchison,  Kansas,  and 
all  the  rest  are  still  at  Quincy. 
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Richard  yates,  the  “War 

*  Governor,"  1861-4,  was  born 
t  Jan.  18,  1818,  on  the  banks  of 

the  Ohio  River,  at  Warsaw, 

*  Gallatin  Co,,  Ky.  His  father 
Cj>“  moved  in  1831  to  Illinois,  and( 
¥  after  stopping  for  a  time  in 

Springfield,  settled  at  Island 

frn  Grove,  Sangamon  County.  Here, 
after  attending  school,  Richard  joined 
the  family.  Subsequently  he  entered 
Illinois  College  at  Jacksonville, 
where,  in  4837,  he  graduated  with 
first  honors.  He  chose  for  his  pro¬ 
fession  the  law,  the  Hon.  J.  J,  Har¬ 
din  being  his  instructor.  After  ad¬ 
mission  to  the  Bar  he  soon  rose  to  distinction  as  an 
advocate. 

Gifted  with  a  fluent  and  ready  oratory,  he  soon 
appeared  in  tire  political  hustings,  and,  being  a 
passionate  admirer  of  the  great  Whig  leader  of  the 
West.  Henry  Clay,  he  joined  his  political  fortunes  to 
.he  party  of  his  idol.  In  1840  he  engaged  with  great 
ardor  in ;  the  exciting  *'  hard  cider  "  campaign  for 
Harrison,  Two  years  later  he  was  elected  to  the 
Legislature  from  Morgan  County,  a  Democratic 
stronghold.  He  served  three  or  four  terms  in  the 
Legislature,  and  such  was  the  fascination  of  his  ora- 
♦*wy  that  by  1850  his  large  Congressional  District, 
extending  from  Morgan  and  Sangamon  Counties 
north  to  include  LaSalle,  unanimously  tendered  him 
the  Whig  nomination  for  Congress.  His  Democratic 
opponent  was  Maj.  Thomas  L.  Harris,  a  very  pop¬ 
ular  man  who  had  won  distinction  at  the  battle  of 
Cerro  Gordo,  in.  the  Mexican  War,  and  who  had 
De&tcn  Hon.  Stephen  T.  Logan  for  the  same  position, 


two  years  before,  by  a  large  majority.  Yates  wag 
elected.  Two  years  later  he  was  re-elected,  over 
John  Calhoun. 

It  was  during  Yates  second  term  in  Congress  that 
the  great  question  of  the  repeal  of  the  Missouri  Com¬ 
promise  was  agitated,  and  the  bars  laid  down  for  re¬ 
opening  the  dreaded  anti-slavery  question.  He  took 
strong  grounds  against  the  repeal,  and  thus  became 
identified  with  the  rising  Republican  party.  Conse¬ 
quently  he  fell  into  the  minority  in  his  district,  which 
was  pro-slavery.  Even  then,  in  a  third  contest,  he 
fell  behind  Major  Harris  only  200  votes,  after  the 
district  had  two  years  before  given  Pierce  2,000 
majority  for  President. 

The  Republican  State  Convention  of  r  860  met  at 
Decatur  May  9,  and  nominated  for  the  office  of  Gov¬ 
ernor  Mr.  Yates,  in  preference  to  Hon.  Rorman  B. 
Judd,  of  Chicago,  and  Leonard  Swett,  of  Blooming¬ 
ton,  two  of  the  ablest  men -of  the  State,  who  were 
also  candidates  before  the  Convention.  Francis  A. 
Hoffman,  of  DuPage  County,  was  nominated  for 
Lieutenant  Governor.  This  was  the  year  when  Mr. 
Lincoln  was  a  candidate  for  President,  a  period  re¬ 
membered  as  characterized  by  the  great  whirlpool 
which  precipitated  the  bloody  War  of  the  Rebellion. 
The  Douglas  Democrats  nominated  J.  C,  Allen  cf 
Crawford  County,  for  Governor,  and  Lewis  W.  Ross, 
of  Fulton  County,  for  Lieutenant  Governor.  The 
Breckenridge  Democrats  and  the  Bell-Everett  party 
had  also  full  tickets  in  the  field.  After  a  most  fear¬ 
ful  campaign,  the  result  of  the  election  gave  Mr. 
Yates  172,196  votes,  and  Mr.  Allen  159,253.  Mr. 
Yates  received  over  a  thousand  more  votes  than  did 
Mr.  Lincoln  himself. 

Gov.  Yates  occupied  the  chair  of  State  during  the 
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most  critical  period  of  our  country’s  history.  In  the 
fate  of  the  nation  was  involved  that  of  each  State. 
The  life  struggle  of  the  former  derived  its  sustenance 
from  the  loyalty  of  the  latter;  and  Gov.  Yates 
seemed  to  realize  the  situation,  and  proved  himself 
both  loyal  and  wise  in  upholding  the  Government. 
He  had  a  deep  hold  upon  the  affections  of  the 
people,  won  by  his  moving  eloquence  and  genial 
manners.  Erect  and  symmetrical  in  person,  of  pre¬ 
possessing  appearance,  with  a  winning  address  and  a 
magnetic  power,  few  men  possessed  more  of  the  ele¬ 
ments  of  popularity.  His  oratory  was  scholarly  and 
captivating,  nis  hearers  hardly  knowing  why  they 
were  transported.  He  was  social  and  convivial.  In 
the  latter  respect  he  was  ultimately  carried  too  far. 

The  yery  creditable  military  efforts  of  this  State 
during  the  War  of  the  Rebellion,  in  putting  into  the 
field  the  enormous  number  of  about  200,000  soldiers, 
were  ever  promptly  and  ably  seconded  by  his  excel¬ 
lency;  and  the  was  ambitious  to  deserve  Che  title  of 
“the  soldier’s  friend.”  Immediately  after  the  battle  of 
Shiloh  he  repaired  to  the  field  of  carnage  to  look 
after  the  wounded,  and  his  appeals  for  aid  were 
promptly  responded  to  by  the  people.  His  procla¬ 
mations  calling  for  volunteers  were  impassionate 
appeals,  urging  upon  the  people  the  duties  and  re¬ 
quirements  of  patriotism ;  and  his  special  message 
in  1863  to  the  Democratic  Legislature  of  this  State 
pleading  for  material  aid  for  the  sick  and  wounded 
soldiers  of  Illinois  regiments,  breathes  a  deep  fervor 
of  noble  sentiment  and  feeling  rarely  equaled  in 
beauty  or  felicity  of  expression.  Generally  his  mes¬ 
sages  on  political  and  civil  affairs  were  able  and  com¬ 
prehensive.  During  his  administration,  however, 
there  were  no  civil  events  of  an  engrossing  character, 
although  two  years  of  his  time  were  replete  with 
partisan  quarrels  of  great  bitterness.  Military  ar¬ 
rests,  Knights  of  the  Golden  Circle,  riot  in  Fulton 
County,  attempted  suppression  of  the  Chicago  Times 
and  the  usurping  State  Constitutional  Convention  of 
1862,  were  the  chief  local  topics  that  were  exciting 
during  the  Governor’s  term.  This  Convention  assem¬ 
bled  Jan.  7,  and  at  once  took  the  high  position  that 
'he  law  calling  it  was  no  longer  binding,  and  that  it 
:,ad  supreme  power;  that  it  represented  a  virtual 
assemblage  of  the  whole  people  of  the  State,  and  was 
sovereign  in  the  exercise  of  all  power  necessary  to 
effect  a  peaceable  revolution  of  the  State  Government 


and  to  the  re-establishment  of  one  for  the  “happiness, 
prosperity  and  freedom  of  the  citizens,"  limited  only 
by  the  Federal  Constitution.  Notwithstanding  the 
law  calling  the  Convention  required  its  members  to 
take  an  oath  to  support  the  Constitution  of  the  State 
as  well  as  that  of  the  general  Government,  they 
utterly  refused  to  take  such  oath.  They  also  as¬ 
sumed  legislative  powers  and  passed  several  import¬ 
ant  "laws!"  Interfering  with  the  (then)  present 
executive  duties,  Gov.  Yates  was  provoked  to  tell 
them  plainly  that  “  he  did  not  acknowledge  the  right 
of  the  Convention  to  instruct  him  in  the  performance 
of  his  duty.” 

In  1863  the  Governor  astonished  the  Democrats 
by  “  proroguing  ”  their  Legislature.  This  body,  after 
a  recess,  met  June  2,  that  year,  and  soon  began  to 
waste  time  upon  various  partisan  resolutions ;  and. 
while  the  two  houses  were  disagreeing  upon  the 
question  of  adjourning  sine  die ,  the  Governor,  having 
the  authority  in  such  cases,  surprised  them  all  by 
adjourning  them  “  to  the  Saturday  next  preceding  the 
first  Monday  in  January,  1865  ! "  This  led  to  great 
excitement  and  confusion,  and  to  a  reference  of  the 
Governor’s  act  to  the  Supreme  Court,  who  decided  in 
his  favor.  Then  it  was  the  Court’s  turn  to  receive 
abuse  for  weeks  and  months  afterward. 

During  the  autumn  of  1864  a  conspiracy  was  de¬ 
tected  at  Chicago  which  had  for  its  object  the  liber¬ 
ation  of  the  prisoners  of  war  at  Camp  Douglas,  the 
burning  of  the  city  and  the  inauguration  of  rebellion 
in  the  North.  Gen.  Sweet,  who  had  charge  of  the 
camp  at  the  time,  first  had  his  suspicions  of  danger 
aroused  by  a  number  of  enigmatically  worded  letters 
which  passed  through  the  Camp  postoffice.  A  de¬ 
tective  afterward  discovered  that  the  rebel  Gen. 
Marmaduke  was  in  the  city,  under  an  assumed 
name,  and  he,  with  other  rebel  officers— Grenfell, 
Morgan,  Cantrell,  Buckner  Morris,  and  Charles 
Walsh — was  arrested,  most  of  whom  were  convicted 
by  a  court-martial  at  Cincinnati  and  sentenced  to 
imprisonment, — Grenfell  to  be  hung.  The  sentence 
of  the  latter  was  afterward  commuted  to  imprison¬ 
ment  for  life,  and  all  the  others,  after  nine  months' 
imprisonment,  were  pardoned. 

In  March,  1873,  Gov.  Yates  was  appointed  a  Gov¬ 
ernment  Director  of  the  Union  Pacific  Railroad,  in 
which  office  he  continued  until  his  decease,  at  $t. 
Louis,  Mo.,  on  the  27th  of  November  following. 
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mediate  death.  That  rebel  ball  he  carries  to  this 
day.  On  his  partial  recovery  he  was  promoted  as 
Major  General,  for  gallantry,  his  commission  to  rank 
from  November,  1862.  In  the  spring  of  1863  he 
was  assigned  to  the  command  of  the  16th  Army 
Corps,  but,  Owing  to  inability  from  the  effects  of  his 
wound,  he  j&linqiiished  this  command  in  July,  that 
year.  Gen,  Grant,  however,  refused  to  accept  his 
resignation,  and  he  was  detailed,  in  December  follow¬ 
ing,  to  court-martial  and  try  the  Surgeon  General  of 
the  Army  at  Washington,  where  he  remained  until 
May,  1864,  when  he  returned  home; 

The  Republican,  or  Union,  State  Convention  of 
1864  was  held  at  Springfield,  May  25,  when  Mr. 
Oglesby  was  nominated  for  the  office "of  Governor, 
while  other  candidates  before  the  Convention  were 
Allen  C.  Fuller,  of  Boone,  Jesse  K.  Dubois,  of  Sanga¬ 
mon,  and  John  M.  Palmer,  of  Macoupin.  Wm. 
Bross,  of  Chicago,  was  nominated  for  Lieutenant 
Governor.  On  the  Democratic  State  ticket  were 
James  C.  Robinson,  of  Clark,  for  Governor,  and  S. 
Corning  Judd,  of  Fulton,  for  Lieutenant  Governor. 
The  general  election  gave  Gen.  Oglesby  a  majority 
of  about  3  r,ooo  votes.  The  Republicans  had  4so  a 
majority  in  both  the  Legislature  and  in  the  repre¬ 
sentation  in  Congress.  ' 

Gov.  Oglesby  was  duly  inaugurated  Jan.  17,  1865. 
The  day.  before  the  first  time  set  for  his  installation 
death  visited  his  home  at? Decatur,  and  took  from  it 
his  only  son,  an  intelligent  and  sprightly  lad  bf  six 
years,  a  great  favorite  of  the  bereaved  parents.  This 
caused  the  inauguration  to  be  postponed  a  week. 

The  political  events  of  the  Legislative  session  of 
1865  were  the  election  of  ex-Gov.  Yates  to  the 
United  States  Senate,  and  the  ratification  of  the  13th 
amendment  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
abolishing  slavery.  This  session  also  signalized 
itself  by  repealing  the  notorious  “black  laws,”  part 
of  which,  although  a  dead  letter,  had  held  their  place 
upon  the  statute  books  .since  1819.  Also,  laws  re¬ 
quiring  the  registration  of  voters,  and  establishing  a 
State  Board  of  Equalization,  were  passed  by  this  Leg¬ 
islature.  But  the  same  body  evinced  that  it  was  cor¬ 
ruptly  influenced  by  a  mercenary  lobby,  as  it  adopted 
some  bad  legislation,  over  the  Governor's  veto,  nota¬ 
bly  an  amendment  to  a  charter  for  a  Chicago  horse 
railway,  granted  in  1859  for  25  years,  and  now 
sought  to  be  extended  99  years.  As  this  measure 
was  promptly  passed  over  lus  veto  by  both  branches 
of  the  Legislature,  he  deemed  it  useless  further  to 
attempt  to  check  their  headlong  career.  At  this 
session  no  law  of  a  general  useful  character  or  public 
interest  was  perfected,  unless  we  count  such  the 
turning  oyer  of  the  canal  to  Chicago  to  be  deepened. 
The  session  of  1867  was  still  more  productive  of 
private  and  special  acts.  Many  omnibus  bills  were 
proposed,  and  some  passed.  The  contests  over  the 
location  of  the  Industrial  College,  the  Capital,  the 


Southern  Penitentiary,  and  the  canal  enlargement 
and  Illinois  River  improvement,  dominated  every¬ 
thing  else. 

During  the  year  1872,  it  became  evident  that  if 
the  Republicans  could  re-elect  Mr.  Oglesby  to  the 
office  of  Governor,  they  could  also  elect  him  to  the 
United  States  Senate,  which  they  desired  to  do. 
Accordingly  they  re-nominated  him  for  the  Execu¬ 
tive  chair,  and  placed  upon  the  ticket  with  him  for 
Lieutenant  Governor,  John  L.  Beveridge,  of  Cook 
County,  On  the  other  side  the  Democrats  put  into 
the  field  Gustavus  Koerner  for  Governor  and  John 
C,  Black  for  Lieutenant  Governor,  The  election 
gave  the  Republican  ticket  majorities  ranging  from 
35)334  to  56,174, — the  Democratic  defection  being 
caused  mainly  by  their  having  an  old-time  Whig  and 
Abolitionist,  Horace  Greeley,  on  the  national  ticket 
for  President,  According  to  the  general  understand¬ 
ing  had  beforehand,  as  soon  as  the  Legislature  met 
it  elected  Gov.  Oglesby  to  the  United  States  Senate, 
whereupon  Mr.  Beveridge  became  Governor.  Sena¬ 
tor  Oglesby's  term  expired  March  4,  1879,  having 
served  his  party  faithfully  and  exhibited  an  order  of 
statesmanship  beyond  criticism. 

During  the  campaign  of  1884  Mr.  Oglesby  was 
nominated  for  a  “third  term"  as  Executive  of  the 
State  of  Illinois,  against  Carter  H.  Harrison,  Mayor 
of  Chicago,  nominated  by  the  Democrats.  Both 
gentlemen  “  stumped  "  the  State,  and  while  the  peo¬ 
ple  elected  a  Legislature  which  was  a  tie  on  a  joint 
[  ballot,  as.  between  the  two  parties,  they  gave  the 
!  jovial  “  Dick"  Oglesby  a  majority  of  15,018  for  Gov¬ 
ernor,  and  he  was  inaugurated  Jan.  30,  1885.  The 
Legislature  did  not  fully  organize  until  this  date,  on 
account  of  its  equal  division  between  the  two  main 
parties  and  the  consequent  desperate  tactics  of  each 
party  to  checkmate  the  latter  in  the  organization  of 
the  House. 

Gov.  Oglesby  is  a  fine-appearing,  affable  man,  with 
regular,  well  defined  features  oiul  rotund  face.  In 
stature  he  is  a  little  above  medium  height,  of  a  large 
frame  and  somewhat  fleshy.  His  physical  appear¬ 
ance  is  striking  and  prepossessing,  while  his  straight- 
out,  not  to  say  bluff,  manner  and  speech  are  wel. 
calculated  favorably  to  impress  the  average  masses. 
Ardent  in  feeling  and  strongly  committed  to  the  pol¬ 
icies  of  Iris  party,  he  intensifies  Republicanism 
among  Republicans,  while  at  the  same  time  his  jovia. 
and  liberal  manner  prevents  those  of  the  opposite 
party  from  hating  him. 

He  is  quite  an  effective  stump  orator.  With  vehe¬ 
ment,  passionate  and  scornful  tone  and  gestures, 
tremendous  physical  power,  which  in  speaking  he 
exercises  to  the  utmost;  with  frequent  descents  to 
the  grotesque;  and  with  abundant  lnmely  compari¬ 
sons  or  frontier  figures,  expressed  in  the  broadest 
vernacular  and  enforced  with  stentorian  emphasis, 
he  delights  a  promiscuous  audience  beyond  measure, 
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gjOHN  Me  AULEY  PALMER,  Gov- 
*  ernor  1869-7  a,  was  born  on 
Eagle  Creek,  Scott  Co.,  Ky., 
Sept.  13,  1:817,  Daring  his  in¬ 
fancy,  Iris  father,  who  had  been 
a  soldier  in  the  war  of  1812,  re¬ 
moved  to  Christian  Co,,  Ky., 
where  lands  were  cheap.  Here 
the  future  Governor  of  the  great 
Prairie  State  spent  his  childhood 
and  received  such  meager  school¬ 
ing  as  the  new  and  sparsely  set¬ 
tled  country  afforded.  To  this 
he  added  materially  by  diligent 
reading,  for  which  he  evinced  an 
eaily  aptitude.  His  father,  an  ardent  Jackson  man, 
was  also  noted  for  his  anti-slavery  sentiments,  which 
he  thoroughly  impressed  upon  his  children.  In  1831 
he  emigrated  to  Illinois,  settling  in  Madison  County. 
Here  the  labor  of  improving  a  farm  was  pursued  for 
about  two  years,  when  the  death  of  Mr.  Palmers 
mother  broke  up  the  family.  About  this  time  Alton 
College  was  opened,  on  the  “manual  labor  "  system, 
and  in  the  spring  of  {834  young  Palmer,  with  his 
elder  brother,  EUhu,  entered  this  school  and  remained 
18  months.  Next,  for  over  three  years,  he  tried 
variously  coopering,  peddling  and  school-teaching. 

Dming  the  summer  of  1838  he  formed  the  ac¬ 
quaintance  of  Stephen  A.  Douglas,  then  making  his 


first  canvass  for  Congress.  Young,  eloquent  and  in 
political  accord  with  Mr,  Palmer,  he  won  his  confi¬ 
dence,  fired  his  ambition  and  fixed  his  purpose.  The 
following  winter,  while  teaching  near  Canton,  he  be¬ 
gan  to  devote  his  spare  time  to  a  desultory  reading 
of  law,  and  in  the  spring  entered  a  law  office  at  Car- 
linville,  making  his  home  with  his  elder  brother, 
Elihu.  (The  latter  was  a  learned  clergyman,  of  con¬ 
siderable  orginality  of  thought  and  doctrine.)  On 
the  next  meeting  of  the  Supreme  Court  he  was  ad¬ 
mitted  to  the  Bar,  Douglas  being  one  of  his  examiners. 
He  was  not  immediately  successful  in  his  profession, 
and  would  have  located  elsewhere  than  Orlinville 
had  he  the  requisite  means.  Thus  his  early  poverty 
was  a  blessing  in  disguise,  for  to  it  he  now  attributes 
the  success  of  his  life. 

From  1S39  on,  while  he  diligently  pursued  his 
profession,  he  participated  more  or  less  in  local 
politics.  In  j  843  he  became  Probate  Judge.  In 
1847  he  was  elected  to  the  State  Constitutional  Con¬ 
vention,  where  he  took  a  leading  part.  In  1852  h<* 
was  elected  to  the  State  Senate,  and  at  the  special 
session  of  February,  1854,  true  to  the  anti-slavery 
sentiments  bred  in  him,  he  took  a  firm  stand  in  op. 
position  to  the  repeal  of  the  Missouri  Compromise, 
auu  when  the  Nebraska  question  became  a  party 
issue  he  refused  to  receive  a  re-nomination  for  thv 
Senatorship  at  the  hands  of  the  Democracy,  issuing 
a  circular  to  that  effect.  A  few  weeks  afterward, 
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however,  hesitating  to  break  with  his  party,  he  par¬ 
ticipated  in  a  Congress'onal  Convention  which  nomi- 
T.  L.  Harris  against  Richard  Yates,  and  which 
unqualifiedly  approved  the  principles  of  the  Kansas- 
Nebraska  act.  But  later  in  the  campaign  he  made 
the  plunge,  ran  for  the  Senate  as  an  Anti-Nebraska 
Democrat,  and  was  elected.  The  following  winter 
ne  put  in  domination  for  the  , United  States  Senate 
Mr.  Trumbull,  and  was  one  of  the  five  steadfast  men 
who  voted  for  him  until  all  the  Whigs  came  to  their 
support  ana  elected  their  man. 

In  1856  he  was  Chairman  of  the  Republican  State 
Convention  at  Bloomington.  He  ran  for  Congress  in 
1859,  but  was  defeated.  In  i860  he  was  Republican 
Presidential  Elector  for  the  State  at  large.  In  1861 
he  was  appointed  one  of  the  five  Delegates  (all  Re¬ 
publicans)  sent  by  Illinois  to  the  peace  congress  at 
Washington. 

When  the  civil  conflict  broke  out,  he  offered  his 
services  to  his  country,  and  was  elected  Colonelof  the 
:4th  Ill.  Vol.  Inf.,  and  participated  in  the  engagements 
at  Island  No.  10 ;  at  Farmington,  where  he  skillfully 
extricated  his  command  from  a  dangerous  position  ; 
at  Stone  River,  where  his  division  for  several  hours, 
Dec.  3r,  1862,  held  the  advance  and  stood  like  a 
rock,  and  for  his  gallantry  there  he  was  made  Major 
General  j  at  Chickamauga,  where  his  and  Van  Cleve’s 
divisions  for  two  hours  maintained  their  position 
when  they  were  cut  off  by  overpowering  numbers. 
Under  Gen.  Sherman,  he  was  assigned  to  the  14th 
Army  Corps  and  participated  in  the  Atlanta  campaign. 
At  Peach-Tree  Creek  his  prudence  did  much  to  avert 
disaster.  In  February,  1865,  Gen,  Palmer  was  as¬ 
signed  to  the  military  administration  of  Kentucky, 
which  was  a  delicate  post.  That  State  was  about 
half  rebel  and  half  Union,  and  those  of  the  latter 
element  were  daily  fretted  by  the  loss  of  their  slaves. 
He,  who  had  been  bred  to  the  rules  of  common  law, 
trembled  at  the  contemplation  of  his  extraordinary 
power  over  the  persons  and  property  of  his  fellow 
men,  with  which  he  was  vested  in  his  capacity  as 
military  Governor;  and  he  exhibited  great  caution  in 
the  execution  of  the  duties  of  his  post 

Gen.  Palmer  was  nominated  for  Governor  of  Illi¬ 
nois  by  the  Republican  State  Convention  which  met 
at  Peoria  May  6,  1868,  and  his  nomination  would 
probably  have  been  made  by  acclamation  had  he  not 
persistently  declared  that  he  could  not  accept  a  can¬ 


didature  for  the  office.  The  result  of  the  ensuing 
election  gave  Mr.  Palmer  a,  ”■>  \jority  of  44,70V  over 
John  R.  Eden,  the  Democra  t*  nominee. 

On  the  meeting  of  the  Legislature  in  January, 
1869,  the  first  thing  to  arrest  public  attention  was 
that  portion  of  the  Governor’s  message  which  took 
broad  Slate's  rights  ground.  This  and  some  minor 
points,  which  were  more  in  keeping  with  the  Demo¬ 
cratic  sentiment,  constituted  the  entering  wedge  fir 
the  criticisms  and  reproofs  he  afterward  received 
from  the  Republican  party,  and  ultimately  resulted 
in  his  entire  aleniation  from  the  latter  element.  The 
Legislature  just  referred,  to  was  noted  for  the  intro¬ 
duction  of  numerous  bills  in  the  interest  of  private 
parties,  which  were  embarrassing  to  the  Governor. 
Among  the  public  acts  passed  was  that  which  limited 
railroad  charges  for  passenger  travel  to  a  maximum 
of  three  cents  per  mile ;  and  it  was  passed  over  the 
Governor’s  veto.  Also,  they  passed,  over  his  veto, 
the  “tax-grabbing  law"  to  pay  railroad  subscriptions, 
the  Chicago  Lake  Front  bill,  etc.  The  new  State 
Constitution  of  1870,  far  superior  to  the  old,  was  a 
peaceful  “revolution"  which  took  place  during  Gov. 
Palmer's  term  of  office.  The  suffering  caused  by  the 
great  Chicago  Fire  of  October,  187?,  was  greatly 
alleviated  by  the  prompt  responses  of  his  excellency. 

Since  the  expiration  of  Gov.  Palmers ’s  term,  he  has 
been  somewhat  prominent  in  Illinois  politics,  and 
has  been  talked  of  by  many,  especially  in  the  Dem¬ 
ocratic  party,  as  the  best  man  in  the  Slate  for  a 
United  States  Senator.  His  business  during  life  has 
been  that  of  the  law.  Few  excel  bun  in  an  accurate 
appreciation  of  the  depth  and  scope  of  its  principles. 
The  great  number  of  his  able  veto  messages  abun¬ 
dantly  testify  not  only  this  but  also  a  rare  capacity  to 
point  them  out.  He  is  a  logical  and  cogent  reasoner 
and  an  interesting,  forcible  and  convincing  speaker, 
though  not  fluent  or  ornate.  Without  brilliancy,  his 
dealings  are  rather  with  facts  and  ideas  than  with 
appeals  to  passions  and  prejudices.  He  is  a  patriot 
and  a  statesman  of  very  high  order.  Physically  he  is 
above  the  medium  height,  of  robust  frame,  ruddy 
complexion  and  sanguine-nervous  temperament.  He 
has  a  large  cranial  development,  is  vivacious,  social 
in  disposition,  easy  of  approach,  unostentatious  in  his 
habits  of  life,  democratic  in  his  habits  and  manners 
and  is  a  true  American  in  his  fundamental  principle? 
of  statesmanship. 
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OHN  LOWRiK  BEVER¬ 
IDGE,  Governor  187  3-6,  was 
born  in  the  town  of  Green¬ 
wich,  Washington  Co.,  N.  Y., 
July  6,  1824.  His  parents 
were  George  and  Ann  Bever- 
||  idge.  His  father's  parents,  An¬ 
drew  and  Isabel  Beveridge,  be¬ 
fore  their  marriage  emigrated 
from  Scotland  just  before  the 
Revolutionary  War,  settling  in 
Washington  County.  His  father 
was  the  eldest  of  eight  brothers,  the 
youngest  of  whom  was  60  years  of 
age  when  the  first  one  of  the  nuni- 
jr||  her  died.  His  mother’s  parents, 
James  and  Agnes  Hoy,  emigrated 
from  Scotland  at  the  close  of  the 
Revolutionary  War,  settling  also  in 
1  Washington  Co.,  N.  Y.,  with  their 
first-born,  whose  “  native  land  "was 
the  wild  ocean.  His  parents  and 
grandparents  lived  beyond  the  time 
allotted  to  man,  their  average  age 
being  over  So  years.  They  belonged  to  the  “  Asso¬ 
ciate  Church,"  a  seceding  Presbyterian  body  of 
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America  from  the  old  Scotch  school ;  and  so  rigid 
was  the  training  Qf  young  Beveridge  that  he  never 
heard  a  sermon  from  any  other  minister  except  that 
of  his  own  denomination  until  he  was  in  his  19th 
year.  Later  in  life  he  became  a  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  which  relation  he  still 
holds. 

Mr.  Beveridge  received  a  good  common-school  ed¬ 
ucation,  but  liis  parents,  who  could  obtain  a  livelihood 
only  by  rigid  economy  and  industry,  could  not  send 
him  away  to  college.  He  was  raised  upon  a  farm, 
and  was  in  his  18th  year  when  the  family  removed 
to  De  Kalb  County,  this  State,  when  that  section  was 
very  sparsely  settled.  Chicago  had  less  than  7,000 
inhabitants.  In  this  wild  West  he  continued  as  a 
farm  laborer,  teaching  school  during  the  winter 
months  to  supply  the  means  of  an  education.  In  the 
fall  of  1842  lie  attended  one  term  at  the  academy  at 
Granville,  Putnam  Co.,  Ill.,  and  subsequently  several 
terms  at  the  Rock  River  Seminary  at  Mount  Morris, 
Ogle  Co,,  III.,  completing  the  academic  course.  At 
this  time,  the  fall  of  1845,  his  parents  and  brothers 
were  anxious  to  have  him  go  to  college,  even  though 
lie  had  not  money  sufficient;  but,  n  A  willing  to  bur¬ 
den  the  family,  he  packed  his  trunk  and  with  only 
$40  in  money  started  South  to  seek  his  fortune 
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Poor,  alone,  without  friends  and  influence,  he  thus 
entered  upon  the  battle  of  life. 

First,  he  taught  school  in  Wilson,  Overton  and 
Jackson  Cps-fTcur!..,  in  which  experience  he  under¬ 
went  considerable  mental  drill,  both  in  book  studies 
and  in  the  ways  of  the  world.  He  read  law  and  was 
admitted  to  the  Bar,  in  the  South,  but  did  not  learn 
to  love  the  institution  of  slavery, -val  though  he  ad¬ 
mired  many  features  of  Southern  character.  In  De¬ 
cember,  1847,  he  returned  North,  and  Jan,  20,  1848, 
he  married  Miss  Helen  M.  Judson,  in  the  old  Clark- 
Street  M.  E.  church  in  Chicago,  her  father  at  that 
time  being  Pastor  of  the  society  there.  In  the  spring 
of  1848  he  returned  with  his  wife  to  Tennessee, 
where  his  two  children,  Alla  May  and  Philo  Judson, 
were  born. 

In  the  fall  of  1849,  through  the  mismanagement 
of  an  associate,  he  lost  what  little  he  had  accumu¬ 
lated  and  was  left  in  debt.  He  soon  managed  to 
earn  means  to  pay  his  debts,  returned  to  De  Kalb 
Co.,  Ill.,  and  entered  upon  the  practice  of  his  pro¬ 
fession  at  Sycamore,  the  county  seat.  On  arrival 
from  the  South  he  had  but  one-quarter  of  a  dollar  in 
money,  and  scanty  clothing  and  bedding  for  himself 
and  family,  He  borrowed  a  little  money,  practiced 
law,  worked  in  public  offices,  kept  books  for  some  of 
the  business  men  of  the  town,  and  some  railroad  en¬ 
gineering,  till  the  spring  of  1854,  when  he  removed 
to  Evanston,  12  miles  north  of  Chicago,  a  place  then 
but  recently  laid  out,  under  the  supervision  of  the 
Northwestern  University,  a  Methodist  institution. 
Of  the  latter  his  father-in-law  was  then  financial 
agent  and  business  manager.  Here  Mr.  Beveridge 
prospered,  and  the  next  year  (1855)  opened  a  law 
office  in  Chicago,  where  he  found  the  battle  some¬ 
what  hard ;  but  he  persevered  with  encouragement 
and  increasing  success. 

Aug.  12,  i86r,  his  law  partner,  Gen.  John  F. 
Farnsworth,  secured  authority  to  raise  a  regiment  of 
cavalry,  and  authorized  Mr.  Beveridge  to  raise  a 
company  for  it.  He  succeeded  in  a  few  days  in  rais¬ 
ing  the  company,  of  course  enlisting  himself  along 
with  it.  The  regiment  rendezvoused  at  St.  Charles, 
HI.,  was  mustered  in  Sept,  18,  and  On  its  organiza¬ 
tion  Mr.  B.  was  elected  Second  Major.  It  was  at¬ 
tached,  Oct.  11,  to  the  Eighth  Cavalry  and  to  the 
Army  of  the  Potomac.  He  served  with  the  regiment 
until  November,  1863,  participating  in  some  40  bat-  I 


ties  and  skirmishes :  \^atl^ir0a| yhe  seven  day? 
fight  around  ^Richmond,  Fre3^icksj)urg,  Chancellors- 
ville  and  Gettysburg.  He  commanded  the  regiment 
the  greaterpartofthe  summer  of  1863,  and  it  was  while 
lying  in  camp  this  year  that  he  originated  the  policy 
of  encouraging  recruits  as  well  as  the  fighting  capac¬ 
ity  of  the  soldiery,  by  the  wholesale  furlough  system. 
It  worked  so  well  that  many  other  officers  adopted 
it.  In  the  (all  of  this  yeay  he  recruited  another  com¬ 
pany,  against  heavy  odds,  in  January,  1864,  Was 
commissioned  Colonel  of  the  17th  III.  Cav.,  and 
skirmished  around  in  Missouri,  concluding  with  the 
reception  of  the  surrender  of  Gen.  Kirby  Smith’s 
army  in  Arkansas.  In  1S65  he,  commanded  various 
sub-districts  in  the  Southwest.  He  was  mustered 
out  Feb.  6,  18 66,  safe  front  the  casualties  of  war  and 
a  stouter  man  than  when  he  first  enlisted.  His  men 
idolized  him.  u 

He  then  returned  to  Chicago,  to  practice  law,  with 
no  library  and  no  clientage,  and  no  political  experi¬ 
ence  except  to  help  othersjinto  office.  In  the  fall  of 
1866  he  was  elected  She|ff  of  Cook  County,  serving 
one  term;  next,  until  November,  1870,  he  practiced 
law  and  closed  up  the  unfinished  business  of  his 
office.  He  was  then  elected  "State  Senator;  in  No¬ 
vember,  1871,  he  was  elected  Congressman  at  large ; 
in  November,  1872,  he  was  elected  Lieutenant  dpv~ 
ernoron  the  ticket  with  Gov.  Oglesby;  the  latter  bfe* 
ing  elected  to  the  U.  S.  Senate,  Mr.  Beveridge  became 
Governor,  Jan.  zr,  1873.  Thus,  inside  of  a  few 
weeks,  he  was  Congressman  at  large,  Lieutenant 
Governor  and  Governor.  The  principal  events  oc¬ 
curring  during  Gov.  Beveridge’s  administration  were: 
The  completion  of  the  revision  of  the  statutes,  begun 
in  1869;  the  partial  success  of  the  “farmers'  move¬ 
ment;”  “Haines’  Legislature  ’’  and  Illinois’  exhibit  at 
the  Centennial. 

Since  the  close  of  his  gubernatorial  term  ex-Gov. 
Beveridge  has  been  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Bever¬ 
idge  &  Dewey,  bankers  and  dealers  in  commercial 
paper  at  71  Dearborn  Street  (McCormick  Block), 
Chicago,  and  since  November,  1881,  lie  has  also  been 
Assistant  United  States  Treasurer.'  office  in  the 
Government  Building.  His  residence  is  still  at  Ev¬ 
anston. 

He  has  a  brother  and  two  sisters  yet  residing  in 
De  Kalb  County — James  II.  Beveridge,  Mrs.  Jennet 
Henry  and  Mrs.  Isabel  French. 
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?  HELBY  M,  CULLOM,  Gover¬ 
nor  1877—83,  is  the  sixth  child 
of  the  late  Richard  N.  Cullom, 
and  was  bom  Nov.  22,  1829,  in 
,  Wayne  Co.,  Ky.,  where  his  fa¬ 
ther  then  resided,  and  whence 
both  the  Illinois  and  Tennessee 
branches  of  the  family  originated.  In 
the  following  year  the  family  emi¬ 
grated  to  the  vicinity  of  Washington, 
Tazewell  Co.,  Ill.,  when,  that  section 
was  very  sparsely  settled.  They  lo¬ 
cated  on  Deer  Creek,  in  a  grove  at 
the  time  occupied  by  a  party  of  In¬ 
dians,  attracted  there  by  the  superior 
hunting  and  fishing  afforded  in  that 
vicinity.  The  following  winter  was 
known  as  the  “  hard  winter,”  the  snow  [being  very 
deep  and  lasting  and  the  weather  severely  cold;  and 
the  family  had  to  subsist  mainly  on  boiled  corn  or 
hominy,  and  some  wild  game,  for  several  weeks.  In 
the  course  of  time  Mr.  R.  N.  Cullom  became  a  prom¬ 
inent  citizen  and  was  several  times  elected  to  the 
Legislature,  both  before  and  after  the  removal  of  the 
capital  from  Vandalia  to  Springfield.  He  died  about 
»8y^. 

T/ntil  about  19  years  of  age  young  Cullom  grew  up 
coijagricultural  pursuits,  attending  school  as  he  had 
nubortunity  during  the  winter.  Within  this  time, 
owever,  he  speiP  several  months  teachina-  school. 


and  in  the  following  summer  he  “broke  prairie  ’’with 
an  ox  team  for  the  neighbors.  With  the  money  ob¬ 
tained  by  these  various  ventures,  he  undertook  a. 
course  of  study  at  the  Rock  River  Seminary,  a 
Methodist  institution  at  Mt.  Morris,  Ogle  County: 
but  the  sudden  change  to  the  in-door  life  of  a  stu¬ 
dent  told  severely  upon  his  health,  and  he  was  taken 
home,  being  considered  in  a  hopeless  condition.  While 
at  Mt.  Morris  he  heard  Hon.  E.  B.  Washburne  make 
his  first  speech. 

On  recovering  health,  Mr.  Cullom  concluded  to 
study  law,  under  the  instruction  of  Abraham  Lincoln, 
at  Springfield,  who  had  by  this  time  attained  some 
notoriety  as  an  able  lawyer;  but  the  latter,  being  ab¬ 
sent  from  his  office  most  of  the  time,  advised  Mr1. 
Cullom  to  enter  the  office  of  Stuart  &  Edwards. 
After  about  a  year  of  study  there,  however,  his  health 
failed  again,  and  he  was  obliged  to  return  once  more 
to  out-door  life.  Accordingly  he  bought  hogs  for 
packing,  for  A.  G.  Tyng,  in  Peoria,  and  while  he  re¬ 
gained  his  health  he  gained  in  purse,  netting  $400  in 
a  few  weeks.  Having  been  admitted  to  the  Bar,  he 
went  to  Springfield,  where  he  was  soon  elected  City 
Attorney,  on  the  Anti-Nebraska  ticket. 

In  1856  he  ran  on  the  Fillmore  ticket  as  a  Presi¬ 
dential  Elector,  and,  although  failing  to  be  elected  as 
such,  he  was  at  the  same  time  elected  a  Representa¬ 
tive  in  the  Legislature  from  Sangamon  County,  by  a 
local  coalition  of  the  American  and  Republican  par¬ 
ties.  On  the  organization  of  the  House,  he  received 
the  vote  of  the  Fillmore  men  for  Speaker.  Fracticiiy 
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law  until  i36o,  he  was  again  elected  to  the  Legisla¬ 
ture,  as  a  Republican,  while  the  county  went  Demo¬ 
cratic  on  the  Presidential  ticket.  In  January  follow¬ 
ing  he  was  elected  Speaker,  probably  the  youngest 
man  who  had  ever  presided  over  an  Illinois  Legis¬ 
lature.  After  the  session  of  1861,  he  was  a  candidate 
fk  the  State  Constitutional  Convention  called  for 
that  year,  but  was  defeated,  and  tints  escaped  the 
disgrace  of  being  connected  with  that  abortive  party 
scheme  to  revolutionize  the  State  Govei’nhtenl.  In 
1862  he  was  a  candidate  for  the  State  Senate,  but 
was  defeated.  The  same  year,  however,  he  was  ap¬ 
pointed  by  President  Lincoln  on  a  Government 
Commission,  in  company  with  Gov.  Boutwell  of 
Massachusetts  and  Cnarles  A.  Dana,  since  of  the 
New  York  Sun,  to  investigate  the  affairs  of  the 

Euartermaster’s  and  Commissary  Departments  at 
lira.  He  devoted  several  months  to  this  duty. 

In  1864  he  entered  upon  a  larger  political  field, 
being  nominated  as  the  Republican  candidate  for 
Congress  from  the  Eighth  (Springfield)  District,  in 
opposition  to  the  incumbent,  JohnT.  Stuart,  who  had 
been  elected  in  1862  by  about  1,500  majority  over 
Leonard  Swett,  then  of  Bloomington,  now  of  Chicago. 
The  result  was  the  election  of  Mr.  Cullom  in^ovem- 
ber  following  by  a  majority  of  1,785.  In  *866  he 
was  re-elected  to  Congress,  over  Dr.  E.  S.  Fowler,  by 
the  magnificent  majority  of  4,103!  In  1868  he  was 
again  a  candidate,  defeating  the  Hon.  B.  S.  Edwards, 
another  of  his  old  preceptors,  by  2,884  votes. 

During  his  first  term  in  Congress  he  served  on  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs  and  Expenditures  in 
the  Treasury  Department;  in  his  second  term,  on 
the  Committees  on  Foreign  Affairs  and  on  Territories ; 
and  in  his  third  term  he  succeeded  Mr.  Ashley,  of 
Ohio,  to  the  Chairmanship  of  the  latter.  He  intro¬ 
duced  a  bill  in  the  House,  to  aid  in  the  execution  of 
law  in  Utah,  which  caused  more  consternation  among 
the  Mormons  than  any  measure  had  previously,  but 
which,  though  it  passed  the  House,  failed  to  pass  the 
Senate. 

The  Republican  Convention  which  met  May  25, 
1876,  nominated  Mr.  Cullom  for  Governor,  while  the 
other  contestant  was  Gov.  Beveridge.  For  Lieuten¬ 
ant-Governor  they  nominated  Andrew  Shuman,  editor 
of  the  Chicago  Journal ,  For  the  same  offices  the 
Democrats,  combining  with  the  Anti-Monopolists, 
nlaced  in  nomination  Lewis  Steward,  a  wealthy 


farmer  and  manufacturer,  and  A,  A.  Glenn.  The 
result  of  the  election  was  rather  close,  Mr.  Cullom 
obtaining  only  6,800  majority.  He  was  inaugurated 
Jan.  8,  1877. 

Great  depression  prevailed  in  financial  circles  at 
this  time,  as  a  consequence  of  the  heavy  failures  of 
1873  and  afterward,  the  effect  of  which  had  seemed 
to  gather  force  from  that  time  to  the  end  of  Gov, 
Cullom  s  first  administration.  This  unspeculative 
period  Was  not  calculated  to  call  forth  any  new 
issues,  but  the  Governor’s  energies  were  at  one  time 
put  to  task  to  quell  a  spirit  of  insubordination  that 
had  been  begun  in  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  among  the  laboring 
classes,  and  transferred  to  Illinois  at  Chicago,  East 
St.  Louis  and  Braidwood,  at  which  places  laboring 
men  for  a  short  time  refused  to  work  or  allow  others 
to  work.  These  disturbances  were  soon  quelled  and 
the  wheels  cf  industry  again  set  in  motion. 

In  May,  1880,  Gov.  Cullom  was  re-nominated  by 
the  Republicans,  against  Lyman  Trumbull,  by  the 
Democrats;  and  although  the  former  party  was  some¬ 
what  handicapped  in  the  campaign  by  a  zealous 
faction  opposed  to  Grant  for  President  and  to  Grant 
men  for  office  generally,  Mr.  Cullom  was  re-elected 
by  about  314,565,  to  277,532  for  the  Democratic  State 
ticket  The  Greenback  vote  at  the  same  time  was 
about  27,000.  Both  Houses  of  the  Legislature  again 
became  Republican,  and  no  representative  of  the 
Greenback  or  Socialist  parties  were  elected.  Gov. 
Cullom  was  inaugurated  Jan.  iq,  i38r.  In  his  mes¬ 
sage  he  announced  that  the  last  dollar  of  the  State 
debt  had  been  provided  for. 

March  4,  1883,  the  term  of  David  Davis  as  United 
States  Senator  from  Illinois  expired,  and  Gov.  Cu’l- 
lon  was  chosen  to  succeed  him.  This  promoted 
Lieutenant-Governor  John  M.  Hamilton  to  the  Gov¬ 
ernorship.  Senator  Cullom 's  term  in  the  United 
States  Senate  will  expire  March  4,  1889. 

As  a  practitioner  of  law  Mr.  C.  has  been  a  member 
of  the  firm  of  Cullom,  Scholes  &  Mather,  at  Spring- 
field  ;  and  he  has  also  been  President  of  the  State 
National  Bank, 

He  has  been  married  twice,-— the  first  time  Dec. 
ill,  1855,  to  Miss  Hannah  Fisher,  by  whom  he  had 
tv* 0  daughters;  and  the  second  time  May  5,  1863, 
to  Julia  Fisher.  Mrs.  C  is  a  member  of  the  Method¬ 
ist  Episcopal  Church,  with  which  religious  body  Mr. 

C,  is  also  in  sympathy. 
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|j£j?  OHN  MARSHALL  HAMIL- 
TON,  Governor  1883-5,  was 
Sm  w  born  May  1847,  in  a  log 
vJMi  <n  house  upon  a  farm  about  two 
miles  from  Richwood,  Union 
■V/*  County,  Ohio.  His  father  was 
jfe  Samuel  Hamilton,  the  eldest  son 
||  of  Rev.  Wm.  Hamilton,  who,  to- 
gelher  with  his  brother,  the  Rev. 


brought  up  to  hard  manual  labor,  with  no  schooling 
except  three  or  four  months  in  the  year  at  a  common 
country  school.  However,  he  evinced  a  capacity 
and  taste  for  a  high  order  of  self-education,  by 
studying  or  reading  what  books  he  could  borrow,  as 
the  family  had  but  veiy  few  in  the  house.  Much  of 
his  study  he  prosecuted  by  the  light  of  a  log  fire  in 
the  old-fashioned  chimney  place.  The  financial 
panic  of  1857  caused  the  family  to  come  near  losing 


Samuel  Hamilton,  was  among  the  their  home,  to  pay  debts ;  but  the  father  and  two 
early  pioneer  Methodist  preachers  in  sons,  William  and  John,  “buckled  to"  and  perse- 

yCcT  Ohio.  The  mother  of  the  subject  of  vered  >>i  Ilard  labor  and  economy  until  they  redeemed 

/pjk  this  sketch  was,  before  her  marriage,  their  place  from  the  mortgage. 

Mrs.  Nancy  McMoiris,  who  was  When  the  tremendous  excitement  of  the  political 
(g  born  and  raised  in  Fauquier  or  Lou-  campaign  of  i860  reached  the  neighborhood  of  Rob- 
j  doun  County,  Va.,  and  related  to  the  erts  Township,  young  Hamilton,  who  had  been 

two  large  families  of  Youngs  and  Marshalls,  well  bought  up  in  the  doctrine  of  anti-slavery,  took  a  zeal- 

known  in  that  commonwealth ;  and  from  the  latter  0U;i  l)ait  m  favor  of  Lu,coln  s  elect,on-  MakinS  sPecial 
family  name  was  derived  the  middle  name  of  Gov.  efforts  t0  Pmcure  a  lutle  mone>' t0  bu>r  a  uniform>  he 
Hamilton  joined  a  company  of  Lincoln  W'ide- Awakes  at  Mag- 

In  March,  1854,  Mr.  Hamilton's  father  sold  out  noIia’  a  villap  not  far  aNVa>'  Directly  after  the 
his  little  pioneer  forest  home  in  Union  County,  0.,  ensmnS  elect,on  becawe  evideilt  tbat  ^uble 
and,  loading  his  few  household  effects  and  family  would  ensuc  wUh  the  South'  and  this  Wide-Awake 
(of  six  children)  into  two  emigrant  covered  wagons,  ^  many  others  throughout  the  country, 

moved  to  Roberts  Township,  Marshall  Co.,  Ill.,  being  ke.|H  UP  Us  ^ganuatum  and  transformed  itself  into  a 
ax  days  on  the  route.  Swamps,  unbridged  streams  !  military  company.  During  the  ensuing  summer  they 
and  innumerable  hardships  and  privations  met  them  !  met  ofien  for  drlU  and  beoame  Proficient;  but  whea 
on  their  wav.  Their  new  home  had  been  previously  i  lbey  °uered  themselves  for  the  war,  young  Hamilton 
selected  by ‘the  father.  Here,  after  many  long  years  1  was  rejected  on  account  of  his  youth,  he  being  then 
of  toil,  they  succeeded  in  paying  for  the  land  and  j  hut  14  years  of  age.  During  the  winter  of  1863-4  he 
making  a  comformM#*  home.  JohnVas,  of  course,  I  attended  an  academy  at  Henry,  Marshall  County, 
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and  in  the  following  May  he  again  enlisted,  for  the 
fourth  time,  when  he  was  placed  in  the  141st  111. 
Vol,  Inf.,  a  regiment  then  being  raised  at  Elgin,  Ill., 
for  the  10&  day  service.  He  took  with  him  13  other 
lads  from  his  neighborhood,  for  enlistment  in  the 
service.  This  regiment  operated  in  Southwestern 
Kentucky,  for  about  five  months,  under  Gen.  Paine. 

The  following  winter,  1864-5,  Mr.  Hamilton  taught 
school,  and  during  the  twq  cpllege  years  1865-7,  he 
went  through  three  years  of  the  curriculum  of  the 
Ohio  Wesleyan  University  at  Delaware,  Ohio.  The 
third  year  he  graduated,  the  fourth  in  a  class  of  46, 
in  the  classical  department.  In  due  time  he  received 
the  degree  of  M.  A.  For  a  few  months  he  was  the 
Principal  of  Marshall  “  College  ”  at  Henry,  an  acad¬ 
emy  under  the  auspices  of  the  M.  E,  Church.  By 
this  time  he  had  commenced  the  study  of  law,  and 
after  earning  some  money  as  a  temporary  Professor 
of  Latin  at  the  Illinois  Wesleyan  University  at 
Bloomington,  he  entered  the  law  office  of  Weldon, 
Tipton  &  Benjamin,  of  that  city.  Each  member  of 
this  firm  has  since  been  distinguished  as  a  Judge. 
Admitted  to  the  Bar  in  May,  1870,  Mr.  Hamilton 
was  given  an  interest  in  the  same  firm,  Tipton  hav¬ 
ing  been  elected  Judge.  In  October  following  he 
formed  a  partnership  with  J.  H.  Rowell,  at  that  time 
Prosecuting  Attorney.  Their  business  was  then 
small,  but  they  increased  it  to  very  large  proportions, 
practicing  in  all  grades  of  courts,  including  even  the 
U.  S.  Supreme  Court,  and  this  partnership  continued 
unbroken  until  Feb.  6,  1883,  When  Mr.  Hamilton 
was  sworn  in  as  Executive  of  Illinois.  On  the  4th 
of  March  following  Mr.  Rowell  took  his  seat  in  Con¬ 
gress, 

In  July,  1871,  Mr.  Hamilton  married  Miss  Helen 
M.  Williams,  the  daughter  of  Prof.  Wm.  G.  Williams, 
Professor  of  Greek  in  the  Ohio  Wesleyan  University! 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  H.  have  two  daughters  and  one  son. 

In  1876  Mr.  Hamilton  was  nominated  by  the  Re¬ 
publicans  for  the  State  Senate,  over  other  and  older 
.competitors.  Pie  took  an  active  part  "  on  the  stump  " 
in  the  campaign,  for  the  success  of  his  party,  and  was 
sleeted  by  a  majority  of  1,640  over  his  Democratic- 
Greenback  opponent.  In  the  Senate  he  served  on 
the  Committees  on  Judiciary,  Revenue,  State  Insti¬ 
tutions,  Appropriations,  Education,  and  on  Miscel¬ 
lany.;  and  during  the  contest  for  the  election  of  a 
U,  S.  Senator,  the  Republicans  endeavoring  to  re-  I 


elect  John  A.  Logan,  he  voted  for  the  war  chief  on 
every  ballot,  eveti  alone  when  all  the  other  Republi¬ 
cans  had  gone  over  to  the  Hon.  E.  B.  Lawrence  and 
the  Democrats  and  Independents  elected  Judge 
David  Davis.  At  this  session,  also,  was  passed  the 
first  Board  of  Health  and  Medical  Practice  act,  of 
which  Mr.  Hamilton  was  a  champion,  agninct  ;  z 
much  opposition  that  the  bill  was  several  times 
“laid  on  the  table."  Also,  this  session  authorized 
the  location  and  establishment  of  a  southern  peni¬ 
tentiary,  which  was  fixed  at  Chester.  In  the  session 
of  1879  Mr.  Hamilton  was  elected  President  frotem. 
of  the  Senate,  and  was  a  zealous  sup|)orter  of  John 
A.  Logan  for  the  U.  S.  Senate,  who  was  this  time 
elected  without  any  trouble. 

In  May,  1880,  Mr.  Hamilton  was  nominated  on 
the  Republican  ticket  for  Lieutenant  Governor,  his 
principal  competitors  before  the  Convention  being 
Hon.  Wm.  A.  James,  ex-Speaker  of  the  House  of 
Representatives,  Judge  Robert  Bell,  of  '-Vabash 
County,  Hon,  T.  T.  Fountain,  of  Perry  County,  and 
Hon.  M.  M.  Saddler,  of  Marion  County.  He  engaged 
actively  in  the  campaign,  and  his  ticket  was  elected 
by  a  majority  of  41,200.  As  Lieutenant  Governor, 
he  presided  almost  continuously  over  the  Senate  in 
the  32d  General  Assembly  and  during  the  early  days 
of  the  33d,  until  he  succeeded  to  the  Governorship. 
When  the  Legislature  of  1883  elected  Gov.  Cullom 
to  the  United  Stales  Senate,  Lieut.  Gov.  Hamilton 
succeeded  him,  under  the  Constitution,  taking  the 
oath  of  office  Feb.  6,  1883.  He  bravely  met  all  the 
annoyances  and  embarrassments  incidental  upon 
taking  up  another’s  administration.  The  principal 
events  with  which  Gov.  Hamilton  was  connected  as 
the  Chief  Executive  of  the  State  were,  the  mine  dis¬ 
aster  at  Braidwood,  the  riots  in  St.  Clair  and  Madison 
Counties  in  May,  1883,  the  appropriations  for  the 
State  militia,  the  adoption  of  the  Harper  high-license 
liquor  law,  the  veto  of  a  dangerous  railroad  bill,  etc. 

The  Governor  was  a  Delegate  at  large  to  the 
National  Republican  Convention  at  Chicago  in  June, 

1884,  where  his  first  choice  for  President  was  John 
A.  Logan,  and  second  choice  Chester  A.  Arthur;  but 
he  afterward  zealously  worked  for  the  election  of  Mr, 
Blaine,  true  to  his  party. 

Mr,  Hamilton's  term  a»  Governor  expired  Jan.  30, 

1885,  when  the  great  favorite  “  Dick  "  Oglesby  was 
inaugurated. 


iP 


183 


GO  VERNORS  OF  ILLINOIS. 


Joseph  wilkon  fifer.  Tins 

distinguished  gentleman  was 
i  elected  Governor  of  Illinois 
November  6,  1888.  He  was 
popularly  known  during  the 
campaign  as  “Private  Joe. ”  lie 
had  served  with  great  devotion 
to  his  country  during  the  Re¬ 
bellion,  in  the  Thirty-third 
Illinois  Infantry.  A  native  of 
Virginia,  he  was  horn  in  1840. 
His  parents,  John  and  Mary 
(Daniels)  Fifer,  were  American 
born,  though  of  German  de¬ 
scent.  His  father  was  a  brick 
and  stone  mason,  and  an  old 
Ilenry  Clay  Whig  in  politics.  John  and  Mary 
Fifer  had  nine  children,  d whom  Joseph  was  the 
sixth,  and  naturally,  with  so  largo  a  family,  it  was 
all  the  father  could  do  to  keep  the  wolf  from  the 


door,  to  say  nothing  of  giving  his  children  any¬ 
thing  like  good  educational  advantages. 

Joseph  attended  school  for  a  while  in  Virginn, 
but  it  was  not  a  good  school,  and  when  his  father 
removed  to  the  West,  in  1857,  Joseph  had  not  ad¬ 
vanced  much  further  than  tho  “First  Reader.” 


Our  subject  was  sixteen  then  and  suffered  a  great 
misfortune  in  tho  loss  of  his  mother.  After  the 


death  of  Mrs.  Fifer,  which  occurred  in  Missouri, 
the  family  returned  to  Yirgina,  but  remained  only 
a  short  time,  as  during  the  same  year  Mr.  Fifer 
came  to  Illinois.  lie  settled  in  McLean  County 
and  started  a  brickyard.  Here  Joseph  and  his 
brothers  were  put  to  work.  The  elder  Mr.  Fifer  soon 
bought  a  farm  near  Bloomington  and  began  life 
as  an  agriculturist.  Here  Joe  worked  and  attended 
the  neighboring  school.  lie  alternated  farm-work, 
and  brick-laying,  going  to  the  district  school  for 
the  succeeding  few  years.  It  was  all  work  and  no 
play  for  Joe,  yet  it  by  no  means  made  a  dull  boy 
of  him.  All  the  time  he  was  thinking  of  the  great 
world  outside,  of  which  he  had  caught  a  glimpse 
when  coming  from  Virginia,  yet  he  did  not  know 
just  how  he  was  going  to  get  out  into  it.  He 
could  not  feel  that  the  woods  around  the  new  farm 
and  the  log  cabin,  in  which  the  family  lived,  were 
to  hold  him. 

The  opportunity  to  get  out  into  the  world  was 
soon  offered  to  young  Joe.  He  traveled  a  dozen 
miles  barefoot,  in  company  with  his  brother  George, 
and  enlisted  in  Company  (',  Thirty-third  Illinois 
Infantry,  he  being  then  twenty  years  old.  In  a 
few  days,  the.  regiment  was  sent  to  Camp  Butler, 
and  then  over  into  Missouri,  and  saw  some  vigor¬ 
ous  service  there.  After  a  second  time  helping  to 
chase  Price  out  of  Missouri,  the  Thirty-third  Regi- 
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mtoh.  vw*«*  *• 

raent  ami  wut  into  the  city  viitli  IHo  vantuaKi 

BT^mSly„Taly5.  th.  TUMy-tMrd  Jomo.l 

tl»  force  utter  Johnston,  who  had  he™  threatomn^ 

£££. and  finally  »  ^rnHwaamado  on  Urn 

at  Jackson,  Miss.  In  this  charge  “Private  Joe  B  U’ 
"bonded.  He  was  lo«dinS  hi.  S™,  when 
a  minie-hali  struck  him  and  passed  ™ >  “  > 
through  his  body.  He  was  regarded  as  « *»> 
wounded.  His  brother,  George,  uho  had  bu 
madea  Lieutenant,  proved  to  be 
ill(r  llis  life  The  Surgeon  told  him  that  unlus  u 
ha°d  ee  his  brother  could  not  live.  It  was  fif  ty  note 

„  the  nearest  point  where  ice  could  e  oh  ar- 

and  the  roads  were  rough.  A  comrade,  a  M  Uau 

County  man,  who  had  been  wounded,  offt.ed  h 

make  the  trip.  An  ambuhmeo  was  sewuid  »«d 
the  brother  soldier  started  on  the  30mm  }• 
turned  with  the  ice,  but  the.  trip,  owing  to  Uu 
romdmess  of  the  road,  was  very  hard  on  lum.  Al¬ 
tera  few  mouths’  eareful  nursing,  Hr.  infer  was  al.l 
to  come  home.  The  Thirty-third  came,  home  m  a 
furlough,  and  when  tire  boys  were  ready  to  11 
the  tented  field,  young  Filer  was  ready  t  g 
with  them,  for  he  was  determined  to  finish  “ 
term  of  three  years.  He  was  mustered  out  n.  - 
ober,  1861, having  been  in  the  service  Him  yi.us 
and  two  months. 

“Private  Joe”  came  out  of  the.  army  a  tall,  tan¬ 
ned,  and  awkward  young  man  of  twenty-four. 

About  all  he  possessed  was  ambition  to  be  some¬ 
body-ami  pluck.  Though  at  an  age  when  most 
n-n  have  finished  their  college  course,  the  young 
soldier  saw  that  if  he  was  to  he  anybody  lie  must 
have  an  education.  Yet  he  had  no  means  to  ena¬ 
ble  him  to  enter  school  as  most  young  wen  do. 
IIo  was  determined  to  have  an  education ,  however, 
and  that  to  him  meant  success.  I*  or  the  following 
four  years  he  struggled  with  his  books.  He  en¬ 


tered  Wesleyan  University  January  l,  18R5.  IIl> 

Was  not  a  brilliant  student,  being  neither  at  the 

head  nor  at  the  foot  of  his  class.  He  was  m  grnv 
earnest, however,  studied  hard  andeame  torth  with 

a  welt-stored  and  disciplined  mind. 

Immediately  after  being  graduated,  he  entered 

an  oillee  at  Bloomington  as  a  law  student.  I  ^ 
had  previously  read  taw  a  little,  and  as  he  continued 
to  work  hard,  with  the  spur  of  poverty  aim  prompt¬ 
ings  of  ambition  ever  with  him,  he  was  reat J  to 
hang  out  his  professional  shingle  in  IHt.J.  Being 
trustworthy,  he  soon  gathered  about  lmn  some  11- 
tluential  friends.  In  1H7 1  ho.  was  eleetadC  ^  ‘  * 
dim  Counsel  of  Bloomington.  In  H'“  h°  . 

I  elected  State’s  Attorney  of  McLean  County.  his 
oillee  he  held  eight  years,  when  be  took  his  scat  m 

I  the  Stale  Senate.  lie  served  for  four  years.  Im 
‘  ability  to  perform  abundance  of  hard  work  made 
him  a  most  valued  member  of  the  Legislature. 

Mr.  Fifer  was  married  in  1870  to  Gordo, Mough- 

terof  William  J.  Lewis,  of  Bloomington.  Mr.  Intel 
is  six  feet  in  height  and  is  spare,  weighing  only  on 
hundred  and  fifty  pounds,  lie  has aswarthy  com¬ 
plexion,  keen  black  eyes,  quick  movement,  and  pos¬ 
sesses  a  frank  and  sympathetic  nature,  and  natvu- 
Uv  makes  friends  wherever  lie  goes.  Dm  mg  1  u 
lata  gubernatorial  campaign  his  vusds  througho 
:  tlie  State  proved  a  great  power  m  Ins  behalf.  _  JB. 

;  faculty  of  winning  the  eoiitidenee  and  good  n  1  'hi  s 
.  of  those  with  whom  he  comes  in  personal  cm, tael 
is  a  source  of  great  popularity,  especially  dm  mg  u 
political  battle.  As  a  speaker  he  is  fluent,  his  bin- 
.  is  vood.  voice  clear  and  agreeable,  and  man- 

'  nor '"forcible.  IBs  manifest  earnestness  in  what  he 
.ays  as  well  as  his  tact,  as  a  public  speaker,  and  hi. 
eloquent  and  forceful  language,  make  lmn  a  most 
valuable  campaign  orator  and  a  powerful  pleadoi 
at  tlu‘  bar.  At  the  Republican  Stale  Convention, 
held  in  Mav,  1»«8,  Mr.  Fifer  was  chosen  as  its 
candidate  for  Governor.  He  proved  apopular 

nominee,  and  the  name  of  “Private  Joi  h 

familiar  to  everyone  throughout  the  State.  H 
wa<u>d  a  vigorous  campaign,  was  elected  by  a  goo* 
majority,  and  in  due  time  assumed  tin*  duties  o 
the  Chief  Executive  of  Illinois. 


j§HE  time  lias  arrived  when  it 
becomes  the  duty  of  the 
people  of  this  county  to  per¬ 
petuate  the  names  of  their 
pioneers,  to  furnish  a  record 
of  their  early  settlement, 
and  relate  the  story  of  their 
progress.  The  civilization  of  our 
day,  the  enlightenment  of  the  age 
and  the  duty  that  men  of  the  pres¬ 
ent  time  owe  to  their  ancestors,  to 
themselves  and  to  their  posterity, 
demand  that  a  record  of  then’  lives 
and  deeds  should  be  made.  In  bio¬ 
graphical  history  is  found  a  power 
to  instruct  man  by-  precedent,  to 
enliven  the  mental  faculties,  and 
to  waft  down  the  river  of  time  a 
safe  vessel  in  which  the  names  and  actions  of  the 
people  who  contributed  to  raise  this  country  from  its 
primitive  state  may  be  preserved.  Surely  and  rapidly 
the  great  and  aged  men,  who  in  their  prime  entered 
the  wilderness  and  claimed  the  virgin  soil  as  their 
heritage,  are  passing  to  their  graves.  The  number  re¬ 
maining  who  can  relate  the  incidents  of  the  first  days 
•>f  settlement  is  becoming  small  indeed,  so  that  an 
actual  necessity  exists  for  the  collection  and  preser¬ 
vation  of  events  without  delay,  before  all  the  early 
settlers  are  cut  down  by  the  scythe  of  Time. 

To  he  forgotten  has  been  the  great  dread  of  mankind 
from  remotest  ages.  All  will  be  forgotten  soon  enough, 
in  spite  of  their  best  works  and  the  most  earnest 
efibrts<  of  their  friends  to  perserve  the  memory  of 
their  lives.  The  means  employed  to  prevent  oblivion 
and  to  perpetuate  their  memory  has  been  in  propor¬ 
tion  ^to  the  amount  of  intelligence  they  possessed. 
The  pyramids  of  Egypt  were  built  to  perpetuate  the 
names  and  deeds  of  their  great  rulers.*  The  exhu¬ 
mations  made  by.  the  archeologists  of  Egypt  from 
buried  Memphis  indicate  a  desire  of  those  people 


to  perpetuate  the  memory  of  their  achievements 
The  erection  of  the  great  obelisks  were  for  the  same 
purpose.  Coming  down  to  a  later  period,  we  find  the 
Greeks  and  Romans  erecting  mausoleums  and  monu¬ 
ments,  and  carving  out  statues  to  chronicle  their 
great  achievements  and  carry  them  down  the  ages. 
It  is  also  evident  that  the  Mound-builders,  in  piling 
up  their  great  mounds  of  earth,  had  but  this  idea¬ 
te  leave  something  to  show  that  they  had  lived.  All 
these  works,  though  many  of  them  costly  in  the  ex¬ 
treme,  give  hut  a  faint  idea  of  the  lives  and  charac¬ 
ters  of  those  whose  memory  they  were  intended  to 
perpetuate,  and  scarcely  anything  of  the  masses  of 
the  people  that  then  lived.  The  great  pyramids  and 
some  of  the  obelisks  remain  objects  only  of  curiosity; 
the  mausoleums,  monuments  and  statues  are  crum¬ 
bling  into  dust. 

It  was  left  to  modern  ages  to  establish  an  intelli¬ 
gent,  undecaying,  immutable  method  of  perpetuating 
a  full  history — immutable  in  that  it  is  almost  un¬ 
limited  in  extent  and  perpetual  in  its  action ;  and 
this  is  through  the  art  of  printing. 

To  the  present  generation,  however,  we  are  in¬ 
debted  for  the  introduction  of  the  admirable  system 
of  local  biography.  Ry  this  system  every  man,  though 
he  has  not  achieved  what  the  world  calls  greatness, 
has  the  means  to  perpetuate  his  life,  his  history, 
through  the  coining  ages. 

The  scythe  of  Time  cuts  down  all ;  nothing  of  the 
physical  man  is  left.  The  monument  which  his  chil¬ 
dren  or  friends  may  erect  to  his  memory  in  the  ceme¬ 
tery  will  crumble  into  dust  and  pass  away ;  but  his 
life,  his  achievements,  the  work  he  has  accomplished, 
which  otherwise  would  be  forgotten,  is  perpetuated 
by  a  record  of  this  kind. 

To  preserve  the  lineaments  of  our  companions  we 
engrave  their  portraits,  for  the  same  reason  we  col¬ 
lect  the  attainable  tacts  of  their  history.  Nor  do  we 
think  it  necessary,  us  we  speak  only  truth  of  them,  to 
wait  until  they  arc  dead,  or  until  those  who  know 
them  are  gone:  to  do  ..is  we  are  ashamed  only  to 
publish  to  the  world  the  history  of  those  whose  live® 
are  unworthy  of  public  record. 


W  ON.  WILLIAM  BROWN.  In  the  death  of  : 
[KjV  the  above-named  gentleman,  January  loth,  ’ 
ilW'  1 8!)  I,  Rockford  lost  one  of  its  high-minded 
(kG))  and  public-spirited  citizens,  while  from  the 
bereaved  family  circle  a  loving  husband  and 
father  was  removed,  leaving  a  void  in  their  lives 
that  not  even  his  honored  memory  can  fill.  He  t 
received  his  early  education  in  the  common  : 
schools  of  Oneida  County,  N.  Y.,  at  which  time 
were  instilled  into  his  mind  the  linn  principles 
which  characterized  him  through  life.  He  wvus  an 
able  lawyer,  upright  and  honest,  a  devoted  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Methodist  Church,  and  a  strong  advo¬ 
cate  of  temperance  principles,  being  a  total  ab¬ 
stainer  himself. 

lie  was  horn  in  Cumberland,  in  the  North  of 
England,  June  1,  INIS).  1 1  is  father,  Thomas 
Brown,  was  also  a  native  of  England.  The  latter- 
named  gentleman  in  1827,  aeeompanied  by  his 
family,  emigrated  to  America  and  landed  at  New 
York  on  the  20th  of  May.  They  resided  for 
a  few  months  in  Albany,  then  removed  to  Oneida 
County,  where  the  father  purchased  a  farm  near 
the  village  of  North  Western,  and  wras  for  many 
years  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits,  hut  subse¬ 
quently  retired  and  moved  to  North  Western, 
where  his  death  occurred.  The  maiden  name  of 
his  wife  was  Mary  Morion,  also  a  native  of  En-- 
gland,  who  spent,  her  last  years  on  the  home  farm 
in  Oneida  County. 

Mr.  William  Brown,  desiring  to  become  a  lawyer, 
began  the  study  of  that  profession  m  Rome,  N,  Y„ 
and  in  1N1(‘>,  after  having  been  admitted  to  the 
Bar.  started  for  the  growing  West,  choosing  as 


Ins  permanent  abiding  place  the  then  village  of 
Rockford.  Mr.  Brown  began  even  with  the  world, 
hut.  having  little  to  do  in  a  professional  way  for 
some  time,  accepted  a  situation  the  lirst  winter  as 
teacher  in  a  district  school.  In  1847,  lie  talked 
quite  strongly  of  leaving  Rockford,  and  went  to 
Beloit  with  the  intention  of  removing  there,  but 
was  not  sullicienUy  charmed  with  the  outlook  to 
do  so. 

In  the  election  of  1817,  Mr.  Brown  was  chosen 
Justice  of  the  Peace,  and  in  speaking  of  the  event 
later,  remarked  that  lie  felt  more  thankful  for  that 
office  than  for  any  other  to  which  he  was  afterward 
chosen.  This  arose  from  the  fact  that  he  was  in 
need  of  something  to  do.  In  1852,  he  was  elected 
States  Attorney  for  the  district  comprising  Winne¬ 
bago,  Stephenson  and  Joe  Daviess  Counties,  serv¬ 
ing  for  a  period  of  three  years.  At  the  expiration 
of  that  time,  he  was  elected  Mayor  of  Rockford,  and 
in  18(>1  was  sent  to  the  Legislature  on  the  Repub¬ 
lican  ticket.  In  1857,  he  formed  a  partnership 
with  William  Lathrop,  which  connection  existed 
for  three  years,  when  he  took  in  as  partner 
II.  W.  Taylor,  with  whom  lie  was  associated  until 
1870,  at  which  time  our  subject  was  elected  to  the 
bench.  He  was  first  elected  as  Judge  to  fill  the 
vacancy  occasioned  by  the  promotion  of  Judge 
Sheldon  to  the  Supreme  Court,  and  was  subse¬ 
quently  elected  three  full  terms  of  six  years  each 
—making  altogether  a  period  of  twenty  years  m- 
Judge,  He  left  a  pure  and  untarnished  record  :n 
an  able  and  upright  Judge,  and  by  the  judiciary  ol 
the  Stale  was  greatly  honored  for  his  ability  and 
talent.  Tin1  old  lawyers  of  the  district,  as  well  a^ 
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the  people,  speak  '>f  him  in  the  highest  terms  of 
commendation  and  love.  He  always  enjoyed  the 
confidence  and  esteem  of  the  community,  and  was 
recognized  as  very  painstaking  and  careful  in  the 
preparation  of  his  decisions,  which  were  regarded 
as  able  by  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  State. 

Hon.  William  Brown  and  MisS  Caroline  II. 
Miller,  who  was  born  in  Livingston  County,  N.  Y., 
were  united  in  marriage,  September  19tli,  1850. 
Mrs.  Brown  was  the  daughter  of  the  Hon.  Horace 
and  Hannah  (Clark)  Miller,  for  a  further  sketch 
of  whom  the  reader  is  referred  to  the  biography 
of  William  II.  Miller,  on  another  page  of  this 
work.  Mrs.  Brown  still  resides  in  Rockford  where, 
she  is  greatly  beloved  by  all  who  know  her  She 
is  the  mother  of  three  children  who  are  respect¬ 
ively:  Edward  W.,  agent  of  the.  Illinois  Central 
Railroad;  Frank  R.,  superintendent  of  the  Nelson 
Knitting  Co.,  and  May,  wife  of  II.  W.  Buckboe, 
florist  and  seedsman.  A  handsome,  and  substantial 
oflice-building  lias  just  been  erected  to  the  mem¬ 
ory  of  Judge  Brown  on  South  Main  Street,  Rock¬ 
ford,  known  as  the  William  Brown  Building. 

EV,  JOHN  WILCOX,  one  of'flra  prominent 

and  wealthy  agriculturists  of  Burritt  Town¬ 
ship,  Winnebago  County,  was  born  in  the 
parish  of  Lanreath,  Cornwall,  England, 
December  7,  1825.  John  Wilcox's  father  was  a 
native  of  the  same  parish,  as  was  also  liis  grand¬ 
father,  Samuel  Wilcox,  The  great-grandfather  of 
our  subject,  Henry  Wilcox,  was  the  proprietor  of 
a  hoarding-school  in  England  and  spent  his  entire 
life  in  the  above-named  parish. 

Samuel  Wilcox  acquired  a  thorough  education 
and  for  a  time  taught  school  in  the  parish  of  Lan- 
reatli.  He  was  a  surveyor  by  profession,  and 
served  in  the  position  of  Town  Clerk  for  half  a 
century,  passing  away  when  eighty-four  years  of 
age.  Ilis  son,  the  father  of  our  subject,  on  attain¬ 
ing  manhood  was  placed  in  charge  of  a  gentle¬ 
man’s  farm  in  Lanreath,  having  the  entire  man¬ 
agement  of  the  estate  for  thirty  years.  In.  1H5(), 
resigning  the  position,  he  came  to  America  and 
located  in  Winnebago  County,  where  lie,  in  part¬ 


nership  witli  his  son  John,  purchased  one  hundred 
acres  of  land  in  the  town  of  Burritt.  He  was  ac¬ 
companied  hither  by  bis  son,  our  subject,  and 
died  at  the  home  of  liis  daughter,  Mrs.  Walter 
Bond,  in  liis  eighty-third  year,  The  maiden  name 
of  liis  wife  was  Mary  Stevens,  a  native  of  Looc, 
Cornwall  County,  and  a  daughter  of  William  and 
Mary  Stevens;  she  departed  this  life,  after  having 
attained  the  age  of  seventy-three  years. 

The  seven  children  in  the  parental  family  were 
named, respectively:  Samuel,  William,  Mary,  Susan, 
Hannah,  John  and  Maria,  all  of  whom  came  to  Amer¬ 
ica,  and  one  of  whom,  William,  is  at  present  re¬ 
siding  in  New  Zealand.  The  original  of  this  sketch 
attended  school  regularly  from  the  age  of  seven 
to  sixteen  years,  when  he  assisted  liis  father  on  the 
home  farm  for  three  years  and  then  received  an 
appointment  to  a  responsible  position  in  the  post- 
office  in  London,  the  Rev.  Richard  Buller,  the 
owner  of  a  farm  which  his  father  superintended, 
signing  liis  bonds.  While  in  the  post-office,  John 
Wilcox  had  use  of  the  books  in  the  British  Museum 
and  other  libraries,  and,  making  the  best  of  the 
opportunity  thus  given  him,  improved  liis  mind 
by  good  reading.  He  became  a  member  of  tlu* 
Congregational  Church  when  nineteen  years  of 
age,  and  soon  after  going  to  London  acted  as  a 
teacher  in  the  Hoxton  Ac-ademy  Sabbath-school, 
which  had  a  membership  of  one  thousand  scholars, 
lie  also  joined  two  different  lymims,  and  thus 
participating  in  their  debates  and  addressing  the 
Sunday-school,  accustomed  himself  to  public 
speaking.  Our  subject  remained  in  the  post-office 
for  live  years,  when  he  resigned,  his  superior 
officers,  however,  remonstrating  against  him  tak¬ 
ing  such  a  course,  promising  to  promote  him  if  he 
would  remain.  Having  determined  upon  coming 
to  America,  he  was  firm  in  his  first  decision,  and 
set  sail  from  Fovey,  Cornwall,  April  18,  185<>,  in 
the  vessel  '‘Adelaide,”  which  landed  in  (Quebec  on 
the  24  th  of  May, 

.Spending  four  weeks  in  Canada,  Mr.  Wilcox, 
looking  for  a  permanent  location  for  himself  and 
parents,  came  to  Winnebago  County,  purelmsiug, 
as  before  stated,  a  tract  of  land  in  company  with 
his  father,  for  which  they  paid  #4  per  am*.  Fifty 
acres  of  the  property  were  broken  and  fenced,  and 
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a  small  frame  house  was  erected  on  the  place. 
Ilis  lather,  mother  and  sister  Maria  later  joined 
him  in  this  county,  when  they  began  the  work  of 
cultivating  and  improving  a  farm.  The  first  win¬ 
ter  our  subject  taught  school  in  Pecatoniea  Town¬ 
ship,  but  later  devoting  his  entire  time  and  atten¬ 
tion  to  agricultural  pursuits,  added  to  his  acreage 
until  his  estate  contained  three  hundred  and 
forty-five  acres,  besides  a  farm  of  one  hundred  and 
eighty  acres  in  Laona  Township. 

Mr.  Wilcox  has  been  prominently  connected 
with  the  Congregational  Church  since  liis  settle¬ 
ment  in  Winnebago  County.  The  first  Sunday 
after  locating  here,  he  attended  church,  and  the 
minister  failing  to  put  in  an  appearance,  at  the 
urgent  request  of  the  people  assembled  he  preached. 
Two  years  later  lie  attended  an  association  of 
Congregational  ministers  at  Roscoe  and  was  li¬ 
censed  to  preach  for  three  years,  but  prior  to  the. 
expiration  of  that  time  lie  was  ordained  in  Peca¬ 
toniea  Township  by  three  preachers  and  has  been 
actively  engaged  in  spreading  the  Gospel  since 
that  tilde. 

In  18fi7,  our  subject  went  to  Iowa  Fails,  Hard  in 
County,  Iowa,  to  accept  the  pastorate,  of  the  Con¬ 
gregational  Church  at  that  place.  His  parents, 
however,  needing  his  presence  at  home,  he  resigned 
the  charge  after  one  year  and,  with  that  excep¬ 
tion,  lias  been  a  resident  of  Burritt  Township 
since  first  locating  here  in  1851.  The  farm  upon 
which  he  makes  his  home  is  one  of  the  finest  in 
the  township,  it  being  improved  with  all  the 
necessary  buildings  and  farm  machinery  which  go 
to  make  a  first-class  estate. 

March  3, 1855,  ,T  dm  Wilcox  and  Margaret  Web¬ 
ber,  who  was  bom  in  the  Parish  of  Combe,  St. 
Nicholas,  Somerset  County,  England,  on  the  4th 
of  February,  1833,  were  united  in  marriage.  The 
parents  of  Mrs.  Wilcox,  William  and  Mary  Web¬ 
ber,  were  wealthy  farmers.  The  whole  family  emi-  ; 
grated  from  England  in  August,  1819,  and  arrived 
in  Rock  ton,  this  county,  in  October.  They  traveled 
by  water  from  Bristol,  England,  to  Milwaukee  by 
means  of  sailing-vessels,  canal  boats  and  steamers, 
and  from  the  Cream  City  came  overland  with 
teams  to  Winnebago  Comity,  where  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Webber  purchased  three  improved  farms  of  about 


six  hundred  acres,  on  one  of  which  they  made 
their  home  for  forty  years. 

Mrs.  Wilcox  received  a  good  education  in  both 
select  and  boarding  schools  in  England,  and 
also  in  the  Beloit  High  School.  She  has  two  sis¬ 
ters  and  five  brothers,  all  of  whom  are  married 
and  have  families  of  their  own,  namety:  Cather¬ 
ine,  Mary  Jane,  'William,  John,  Henry  A.,  Herman 
J.  F.  and  Thomas  II.  The  father  of  Mrs.  Wilcox 
was  born  in  Ilamcoclc,  Devon,  March  26,  1804, 
and  died  at  the  home  of  our  subject  in  Burritt 
Township,  July  19,  1889.  He  was  a  son  of  Will¬ 
iam  Webber,  who  was  a  large  land-owner  and  was 
also  a  native  of  Devon,  England.  William  Webber’s 
mother,  Margaret  Brome,  was  born  in  Collump- 
ton,  Devon,  England,  where  also  Mary  Webber 
was  born,  April  2~J  802.  She  bore  the  maiden 
name  of  Mary  Hake,  and  departed  this  life  April 
6,  1886,  in  Roekton;  she  was  a  worthy,  intelligent 
and  refined  lady,  a  faithful  wife,  a  loving  mother, 
and  neighborly  to  all.  Being  a  devout.  Episco¬ 
palian  in  England,  she  became  identified  with  the 
Congregational  Church  in  Roekton. 

The  father  of  Mrs.  Wilcox  was  a  man  of  sterling 
worth,  untiring  industry,  strict  economy,  good 
judgment,  and  one  truly  honest  and  reliable  in  all 
the  relations  of  life,  lie  was  a  devout  Christian 
and,  desiring  to  spend  his  declining  years  in  Bur¬ 
ritt  Township,  there  died  in  peace.  Mrs.  Wilcox 
was  a  member  of  the  Congregational  Sunday- 
school  in  Chard,  England,  and  on  coming  to 
Rockford  united  with  that  denomination  in  1855, 
and  has  ever  filled  the  relations  of  a  wife,  mother 
and  neighbor  in  a  kind,  Christian  spirit,  aiding  her 
husband  in  every  way  in  family,  business,  and  re¬ 
ligious  duties.  They  have  had  family  worship 
during  the.  thirty-seven  years  of  their  married 
life.  The  two  eldest  brothers  of  Mrs.  Wilcox  in¬ 
vented,  patented  and  manufactured  the  celebrated 
reaping  machine  which  was  distributed  in  this 
and  adjoining  counties.  Three  of  her  sous  are 
the  most  rapid  and  the  best  shearers  of  sheep  in 
Illinois,  and  perhaps  in  the  United  States,  each  of 
them  having  sheared  from  one  hundred  to  one 
hundred  and  twenty  animals  in  ten  hours. 

The  maternal  grandparents  of  Mrs.  Wilcox  were 
John  and  Mary  (Kenwood)  Hale,  the  former  a  na- 
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live  of  Ottery,  St.  Mary,  Devonshire,  England, 
where  he  was  an  active  business  man.  The  moth  of 
was  also  a  native  of  that  place,  dying  in  middle 
life.  They  reared  an  excellent  family  of  children, 
two  sons,  John  and  Thomas,  becoming  prominent 
wholesale  merchants.  One  sister,  with  her  hus¬ 
band,  came  to  this  county,  and  died  in  Rockton, 
The  seven  children  born  to  Mr.  and  Mis.  John 
Wilcox  are,  John  Webber,  William  H.,  Mary  S., 
Herbert  H.,  Clarence  B.,  George  L.  and  Lillian 
M.  In  Ins  political  relations,  our  subject  is  a  Re¬ 
publican. 


JOHN  W.  CASTLE,  one  of  the  wide-awake 
and  enterprising  young  fanners  residing  on 
section  84,  Cherry  Valley  Township,  Winne¬ 
bago  County,  has  spent  almost  his  entire 
life  in  this  community.  I-Ie  is  a  representative  of 
one  of  the  pioneer  families.  His  pnrentsfjohn  and  i 
Elizabeth  (Rookingham)  Castle,  were  both  natives 
of  England,  and  when  young  came  to  this  coun¬ 
try.  They  were  married  in  Troy,  N.  Y.,  about 
1848,  and  started  at  once  for  the  West,  traveling 
by  rail  to  Chicago,  and  thence  by  team  to  Rock¬ 
ford.  Mr.  Castle  ^rented  a  small  farm  near  the  city, 
and  for  some  time  worked  by  the  day.  lie  after¬ 
ward  removed  to  Shirland,  and  purchased  sixty 
acres  of  land,  upon  which  he  built  a  house  and  be-  i 
gan  the  improvement  of  a  farm.  After  six  years  <\ 
he  sold  out  and  went  to  Ogle  County,  where  he 
operated  a  farm  on  shares  for  some  time,  after  which 
he  purchased  an  eighty-acre  farm.  Its  boundaries  he 
later  extended  until  it  comprised  two  hundred  and 
fifty-five  acres  of  good  land,  supplied  with  all  the 
necessary  buildings,  and  under  a  high  state  of  cul¬ 
tivation.  At  length,  he  rented  his  farm  in  the  au¬ 
tumn  of  1889,  and  is  now  living  a  retired  life  in 
Monroe  Center. 

Our  subject  was  the  fourth  child  and  second  son 
in  a  family  which  numbered  three  sons  and  four 
daughters.  They  are  as  follows:  Alice  E.,  wife  of 
John  Blake,  of  De  Kalb  County;  Mary  Ann,  wife 
of  John  Butterworth,  of  Boone  County;  George 
I-L,  who  resides  in  Ogle  County;  John  W.,  of  this 


sketch;  Sarah  Hannah,  wife  of  John  MoLarty,  who 
operates  a  farm  adjoining  the  old  homestead; 
Phoebe  C,,  wife  of  William  Eisher,  of  Cherry  Val¬ 
ley  Township;  and  Ebcr  R.,  who  is  engaged  in 
agricultural  pursuits  in  Story  County,  Iowa.  There 
arc  also  eighteen  grandchildren. 

John  W.  Castle,  whose  name  heads  this  record, 
was  rearecj^ainid  the  wild  scenes  of  frontier  life  in 
the  usual'!  manner  of  farmer  lads.  On  attaining 
his  majority,  lie  chose  as  a  companion  and  help- 
male  on  life’s  journey  Miss  Mary  Janet  McDonald, 
Of  Beloit,  Wis.,  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Mary  A. 
(Guyton)  McDonald.  Her  father  was  a  volunteer 
in  the  late  war,  and  died  in  the  hosj^tal  at  Fortress 
Monroe,  W.  Va.,  on  the  1st  of  April,  1864,  leaving 
a  wife  and  throe  children,  all  of  whom  survive  him. 
The  union  of  our  subject  and  his  wife  was  cele¬ 
brated  on  the  3d  of  March,  1885.  They  began  their 
domestic  life  upon  their  present  farm,  and  have 
one  of  the  pleasant  homes  in  the  neighborhood.  It  is 
brightened  by  the  presence  of  a  little  daughter, 
Bessie  May,  who  was  born  May  30, 1888.  Mrs.  Castle 
is  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Church.  Mr.  Castlo  is 
a  Republican  in  polities,  and  a  valued  citizen  who 
gives  his  support  and  co-operation  to  every  inter¬ 
est  calculated  to  benefit),  the  community  and  pro¬ 
mote  the  general  welfarfj 


LONZO  HASKINS.  Among  the  old  and 
influential  citizens  of  Boone  County,  111., 
we  take  pleasure  in  introducing  to  our 
readers  Mr.  Alonzo  Haskins,  who  has  been  ‘ 
associated  with  all  enterprises  of  interest  in  tho 
county  for  many  years.  He  was  born  in  Cortland 
County,  town  of  Truxton  (now  Ouyler),  N.  Y.,  on 
the  18th  of  November,  1814,  and  is  a  sou  of  Will¬ 
iam  II.  and  .Lydia  (Howard)  Haskins,  natives  also 
of  New  York  State.  The  paternal  grandparents 
of  our  subject  were  natives  of  New  England,  but 
died  in  tho  Excelsior  State  when  well  advanced  in 
years.  William  II.  Haskins  followed  the  occupa¬ 
tion  of  a  farmer,  and  died  in  Onondaga  County, 
N.  Y.,  when  about  ninety  years  of  ago.  His  wife 
died  at  tho  same  place,  when  about  seventy-two 
years  of  age.  They  were  honest,  industrious  citi- 
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zens,  and  prominent  in  their  community.  Of  the 
three  children  born  to  their  union  only  our  subject 
survives, 

From  early  boyhood  our  subject;  became  familiar 
with  the  arduous  duties  of  the  farm,  and  when 
starting  out  for  himself  he  selected  that  as  his  call¬ 
ing  in  life.  His  marriage  with  Miss  Lavina  Me- 
Kiney  on  the?  10th  of  September,  1835,  brought  to 
his  home  a  helpmate  to  whose  aid  and  co-opera¬ 
tion  he  is  much  indebted  for  his  success  in  life. 
She,  was  also  boi'n  in  Cortland  County,  N.  Y.,  Au¬ 
gust  20,  1813,  and  is  a  daughter  of  Charles  and* 
Lydia  (Morse)  McKiney,  both  natives  of  that  State. 
Her  mother  passed  her  last  days  in  Rockford,  111. 
Mrs.  Haskins31  maternal  grandfather,  David  Morse, 
was  a  Revolutionary  soldier,  and  for  services  thus 
rendered  received  six  hundred  and  forty  acres  of 
land  in  New  York  State,  Cortland  County,  lie 
also  received  a  pension  until  his  death.  Mrs.  Has¬ 
kins  was  one  of  fourteen  children,  six  of  whom  arc 
yet  living,  all  farmers  and  lumbermen. 

Four  children  were  born  to  our  subject's  mar¬ 
riage,  viz:  Teresa  M.,  born  in  Onondaga  County, 
N.  Y'.,  is  the  widow  of  Barnard  Farnsworth,  and 
now  resides  in  Dakota;  Lydia  L.,  born  in  Onon¬ 
daga  County,  N.  Y.,  married  L.  Albert  Drake,  and 
is  the  mother  of  two  children,  one  of  whom,  a 
daughter,  married  William  Beach,  and  has  a  little 
girl.  The  Drakes  were  pioneer  settlers  of  this 
State,  and  are  industrious,  upright  citizens.  Mr. 
Drake  is  working  the  home  place  for  our  subject, 
but  owns  a  One  farm  of  eight  hundred  acres  in 
Dakota.  Edgar  D.  Haskins,  also  a  native  of  Onon¬ 
daga  County,  married  Mias  Hattie  Turnure,  and  is 
the  father  of  three  children,  a  son  and  two  daugh¬ 
ters.  Mary  J.,  born  in  the  same  county,  married  B. 
B.  Wells,  and  has  two  children.  She  makes  her 
home  in  Belvidero. 

L.  Albert  Drake  enlisted  in  tlie Ninety-fifth  Illi¬ 
nois  Infantry,  served  about  four  years,  and  was 
promoted  to  the  rank  of  First  Lieutenant.  He 
was  a  faithful  soldier,  and  a  brave  and  gallant 
officer,  Edgar  Haskins  was  in  the  light  artillery,  and 
served  about  a  year.  On  coming  to  Boone  County, 
III.,  our  subject  bought  one  hundred  and  seventy 
acres  of  land  in  Bonus  Township,  and  on  this  there 
stood  a  small  frame  house  in  which  Mr.  Haskins 


and  family  lived  for  several  years.  He  then  built 
his  present  handsome  residence,  and  has  one  of  the 
finest  farms  in  the  township.  He  has  now  retired 
from  the  afitivc  duties  of  life,  and  his  son-in-law 
carries  on  the  farm.  They  have  twenty-eight  or 
thirty  cows,  a  fine  herd  of  Jerseys  that  rank  with 
the  finest  in  the  county,  and  make  a  specialty  of 
'the  dairy  business.  Mr.  Haskins  has  been  Director 
iii  the  Agricultural  Societ}',  and  he  has  also  been 
On  the  State  Committee  of  State  Fairs,  etc.,  and  is 
active  in  all  laudable  enterprises.  ; 


SIIADDEUS  DAVIS,  one  of  the  highly  re¬ 
spected  agriculturists  of  Guilford  Town¬ 
ship,  Winnebago  County,  living  on  section 
24,  was  born  in  the  town  of  Southold,  Canada, 
June  17,  1828.  His  grandfather,  William  Davis, 
was  born  in  Connecticut,  whence  he  removed  to 
the  Empire  State  in  an  early  day,  and  purchased  a 
tract  of  land  twelve  miles  from  Albany.  Twelve 
years  later  he  went  to  Canada  and  spent  his  last 
days  in  ChippeWa,  where  he  died  at  the  age  of 
ninety-four. 

The  father  of  Our  subject,  Thaddeus  Davis,  Sr., 
was  born  near  Schenectady,  N.  Y.}  June  9,  1793, 
and  was  reared  and  married  in  the  State  of  his 
nativity.  The  maiden  name  of  the  mother  of  our 
subject  was  Catherine  Kirkland.  She  was  born  in 
Schenectady,  N.  Y.,  February  10,  1797,  of  Scotch 
parentage.  On  emigrating  to  Canada,  Mr.  Davis 
made  the  journey  with  ox-teams,  cutting  his  way 
through  the  wilderness,  and  secured  a  tract  of  heav¬ 
ily  timbered  land  in  the  town  of  Southold.  He, 
first  built  a  log  cabin  and  afterward  replaced  it  by 
a  frame  residence.  There  were  no  railroads  in  the 
community  in  those  days,  no  near  markets  and  few 
settlers,  but  plenty  of  deer,  bears  and  wolves. 
While  the  father  worked  at  farm  labor,  the  mother 
spun  and  wove  cloth,  dressing  her  children  in 
homespun.  Mr.  Davis  sold  his  farm  in  Canada 
in  1839,  and  came  to  Illinois,  accompanied  by  his 
family.  They  brought  with  them  their  household 
goods  and  drove  cattle  and  sheep.  After  six  weeks 
of  travel  they  arrived  at  their  destination.  Rock¬ 
ford  was  then  a  mere  hamlet  and  the  work  of  pro- 
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gress  had  hardly  boon  begun.,  About  a  month 
latiir,  Mr.  Davis  purchased  a  squatter’s  claim — the 
farm  which  our  subject  now  occupies — upon  which 
was  ajeg  cubing  while  twenty  acres  of  tine  land 
had  been  broken.  Upon  that  farm  ho  made  his 
home  (until  his  death,  as  did  the  mother  of  our  sub¬ 
ject.  They  had  a  family  of  ten  children,  as  fob 


Our  subject  was  born  in  Montreal  Canada,  De¬ 
cember  17,  1830,  and  is  a  son  of  John  aud  Esther 
(Hanna)  Swail.  The  latter  was  a  native  of  County 
Monaghan,  Ireland.  The  father  was  born  in  Cum¬ 
berland  County,  England,  and  Ras  a  son  of  Will¬ 
iam  and  Mary  Swail.  The  grandparents  wore  both 
natives  of  England  and  camo  to  America  about 


lows:  Catherine,  Ann  Eliza,  David  Robert  C., 
Dapiel  II,,  Joseph  S.,  Tliaddeus,  George  R.,  Jacob 
an t?  John. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  wns  only  eleven  years 
old  when,  with  his  parents,  he  came  to  Illinois.  He 
remembers  well  the  incidents  of  the  - journey  and 
the  pioneer  life  in  this  county  and  shared  with  the 
family  all  the  hardships  and  trials  incident  to  the 
frontier.  He  continued  to  reside  with  his  parent 
until  their  death  and  now  owns  the  old  homestead. 
He  is  an  enterprising  and  successful  farmer  and.  by 
his.  industrious  and  persistent  efforts,  has  acquired 
aeV^f  or  table  competence. 

An  important  event  in  thejife  of  Mr.  Davis  oc¬ 
curred  <j>n  the'  10th  of  December,  1856,  when  lie 
wedded,  Maiy  A.  McClary,  a  native  of  the  Empire 
State.  -Four  children  grace  their  union  and  the 
'  family  circle  yet  remains  unbroken.  In  order  of 
birth  they  are  as  follows:  Alma  M.,  wife  of  Asa  B. 
Hammond;  Thaddcus  G.,  who  wedded  Mary  E. 
Hart;  Matie  E.  and  Frank.  In  politics,  Mr.  Davis 
was  formerly  a  Whig,  but  since  the  organization 
of  the  Republican  party  has  affiliated  with  that 
body.  Religiously,  he  is  a  member  of  the  Method¬ 
ist  Church.  He  j.s  held  in,' high  regard  through¬ 
out  this  community,  where  the-  greater  part  of  his 
life  has  been  passed,  and  well  deserves  representa- 
-tion  among  the  honored  pioneers.  , 

:  v  " 


WILLIAM  D.  SWAIL,  President  of  the 
People’s  Bank  of  Beividere,  is  one  of  the 
leading  business  men  of  this  city,  and  for 
a  number  of  years  has  been  connected  with  the 
moneyed  interests  of  Boone  County.  Ho  is  now 
at  the  head  of  one  of  its  most  substantial  moneyed 
institutions,  and  is  recognized  as  one  Of  the  most 
prominent  citizens  of  the  community. 


1812.  The  grandfather  purchased  a  farm  at  Mt. 
Royal,  near  Montreal,  and  there  engaged  in  farm¬ 
ing  until  his  death.  His  old  homestead  is  now 
owned  and  occupied  ly  one  of  his  grandsons.  The 
father  of  our  subject  was  reared  upon  that  farm, 
but  aft,or  attaining  to  man’s  estate,  commanded  a 
steam  ferryboat  across  the  St.  Lawrence  from 
Longuouil  to  Montreal.  Later  he  settled  upon  a 
farm  at  Mt.  Royal  and  there  made  lus  home  until 
"  called  to  his  final  rest. 

Mr.  Swail  of  this  sketch  when  quite  young  be¬ 
gan  to  assist  his  father  on  the  boat,  and  in  1853 
entered  the  employ  of  the  Government  in  the  civil 
service,  continuing  two  years.  In  1855,  ho  came 
to  Beividere  and  began  dealing  in  real-estate  and 
building.  After  a  few  years  spent  in  that  way,  he 
next  purchased  land  in  Flora  Township,  and  for  a 
few  years  engaged  quite  extensively  in  farming, 
after  which  he  returned  to  this  city. 

Mr.  Swail  has  been  twice  married.  In  1858,  he 
was  joined  in  wetilockVith  Sarah  Loop,  who  was 
born  in  New  York  State!-,  and  died  in  February, 
1860.  He  afterwards  lct\  to  the  marriage  altar 
Louisa  M.  Beaediet,  a  daughter  of  Rev,  Timothy 
Benedict.  The  family  numbers  four  children: 
Mary  B.,  who  is  a  graduate  vf  the  Northwestern 
University,  and  is  uow  the  wife  of  Rev.  W.  E. 
Wilkinson,  who  graduated  from  the  same  institu¬ 
tion  and  is  now  a  Methodist  minister;  John  II., , 
Assistant  Cashier  in  the  bank;  Louisa  M.,  a  stu¬ 
dent  in  the  Northwestern  University;  and  Carrie, 
wife  of  Russ  Lambert,  an  attorney  of  the  State  of 
Washington. 

Mr.  Swail  assisted  in  the  organization  of  the 
Republican  party  in  this  county,  and  voted  twice 
for  President  Lincoln  and  once  for  Gen.  Grant. 
In  1872,  he  followed  the  lead  of  ;Sumnoi\  Greeley 
and  other. eminent  Republicans  and  voted  the  lib¬ 
eral  Republican  ticket.  Since  that  time  he  has 
affiliated  with  the  Democratic  party.  He  was  the 
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first  Mayor  of  Belvidere  after  its  organization  as  a 
city  and  has  filled  that  position  three  terms.  Ho 
lias  also  served  as  its  Postmaster  for  four  years.  lie 
is  one  of  the  substantial  men  of  Belvidere,  and  the 
busy  and  useful  life  which  ho  has  led  has  Avon  him 
high  regard. 


P HEDRICK  K.  PRATT,  one  of  the  county’s 
prosperous  tillers  of  the  soil,  Avas  born  in  ! 
Westmoreland,  Cheshire  County,  N.  II., 
May  25,  1843,  and  is  a  son  of  Moses  and 
Louisa  (Daggett)  Pratt,  and  the  grandson  of 
Josiali  and  Jane  (Knapp)  Pratt,  both  nati  ves  of 
Noav  England,  Avliere  they  passed  their  entire 
life.  Moses  Pratt  Avas  one  of  eight  children 
born  to  this  estimable  couple.  He  Avas  also  a 
native  of  Cheshire  County,  N.  K.,  and  remained 
there  until  tAventy-one  years  of  age,  Avhen,  seeing 
a  better  chance  for  himself  in  the  West,  he  started 
for  Rockford,  111.,  in  May,  1836.  lie  took  >  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  Government  land  and 
remained  there  for  five  years,  Avlien  he  returned 
East.  He  first  came  to  Illinois  via  the  canal  to 
Buffalo,  thence  to  Detroit,  and  Avalked  from 
there  to  his  future  home,  a  distance  of  about  three 
hundred  and  fifty  miles.  This  trip  proved  almost 
too  much  for  him  and  he  never  fully  recovered, 
llis  goods  came  on  the  next  boat.  As  before 
mentioned,  he  returned  to  the  East  after  a  five 
years’  stay  in  the  wilds  of  Illinois.  This  avrs  in 
1841,  and  he  drove  a  horse  and  a  home-made 
jumper.  He*  also  carried  his  tools, , so /chat,  if 
necessary,  ho  could  shoe  his  jumper,  and  ns  ho  jour¬ 
neyed  tOAvards  the  rising  sun  he  visited  friends 
along  the  way.  He  Avas  returning  for  his  future 
Avil'e,,  and  on  the  24th  of  March,  1842,  he  Avas 
married  to  Miss  Louisa  Daggett,  avIio  avus  also 
born  in  Cheshire  County,  N.  II.  Her  parents 
were  Phincas  and  Mercy  (Pierce)  Daggett,  the 
father  a  native  of  Massachusetts,  but  a  pioneer  of 
New  Hampshire,  where  he  received  his  final 
summons.  He  died  at  the  age  of  seventy-seven 
years,  and  the  mother  passed  away  Avhen  about  the 
same  ago,  Mrs.  Pratt  Avas  one  of  ten  children, 
and  is  the  only  one  hoav  living,  Pliineas  Daggett 


was  the  son  of  Asa  Daggett,  who  Avas  bom  in 
Massachusetts,  but  who  died  in  New  Hampshire. 

Mr.  Pratt  farmed  dOAvn  East  until  1855,  after 
Avhich  he  sold  out  and  returned  to  this  State, 
Avhero  he  bought  eighty  acres bf  unimproved  land, 
to  Avhich  he  subsequently  added  eighty  acres  more. 
On  this  he  resided  for  twenty-live  Or  thirty  years, 
and  died  on  the  15th  of  March,  1884,  when 
seventy-orie  years  of  age.  I-Ie  was  at  one  time  a 
Democrat,  but  the  latter  part  of  his  days  he  affili¬ 
ated  Avitli  the  Republican  party.  Ilis  estimable 
wife  is  still  living,  and  is  a  member  of  the  Presby¬ 
terian  Church, 

Frederick  Pratt  is  one  of  the  foremost  farmers 
of  the  county,  and  is  interested  in  all  Avorlhy 
movements.  He  was  married  on  the  ,20th  of 
January,  1875,  to  Miss  Marion  Turnure,  daughter 
of  Uriah  and  Laura  (Cline)  Turnure.  She  Avas ' 
born  in  Bonus,  this  county,  February  17,  1855. 
To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Pratt  have  been  born  Lavo  sons: 
Frank  I-I.,  born  November  25,  I877(,  is  now  attend¬ 
ing  the  Belvidere  High  School,  and  Ralph  T., 
born  April  22,  1884,  is  at  home.  In  politics,  our 
subject  has  ahvays  affiliated  Avith  the  Republican 
party,  but  ho  is  inclined  to  be  independent.  As 
an  agriculturist,  he  ranks  second  to  none  in  his 
tOAvnsliip,  and  all  his  farming  operations  are  con¬ 
ducted  in  a  very  superior  and  progressive  Avay,  as 
a  glance  over  his  well-kept  farm  will  show.  His 
horned  bright  and  attractive,  and  is  presided  over 
by  that  refined  lady  and  excellent  housekeeper, 
his  wife. 


el-IARLES  JESPERSON,  foreman  for  the  ex¬ 
tensive  milling  establishments  of  J.  G. 
Chick  Milling  Co.,  of  Rockford,  has  been 
in  this  gentleman’s  employ  for  many  years,  and 
has  held  his  present  position  for  the  past  fifteen 
years.  Under  his  able  and  efficient  management, 
the  business  has  achieved  a  large  sliara  of  success, 
and  is  in  a  prosperous  condition. 

Mr.  Jesperson  came  to  Rockford  in  1865,  and 
has  since  been  engaged  in  the  milling  business, 
first  Avitli  E.  Derwent  for  five  years,  and  later,  with 
Mr.  Chick,  with  whom  he  has  since  remained.  He 
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is, a  skillful  and  practical  miller,  and  thoroughly  and  was  nearly  grown  when  she  came  with 

understands  his  business.  He  is  interested  in  her  brother,  P,  J,  Friudborg,  to  the  United  States, 

other  business  enterprises  of  the  city,  is  a  stock-  The  latter  is  now  a  cabinet-maker  and  stockholder 

holder  in  the  Mechanics’  Furniture  Co.,  the  Union  of  the  Centennial  Furnituro  Company,  and  ro- 

GrWry  Co.,  in  whioh  he  is  also  a  Director,  and  a  sides  at  No.  124  Bremer  Street.  The  parents  died  in 

stockholder  in  the  Swedish  Building  and  Loan  Sweden,  the  father,  Andrew  Anderson,  when 

Association.  He  has  a  good  and  comfortable  about  fifty-five  years  of  age,  and  the  mother, 

home  at  No.  514  Union  Street,  and  is  a.  useful  and  whose  maiden  name  was  Mary  Jenson,  when  about 

substantial  citizen.  c>  *  >  "  forty  years  of  age.  They  were  Lutherans  in  their '' 

Of  Swedish  nativity,  Mr.  Jespevson  has  inheri-  religious  views.  0 

ted  all  the  characteristics  pf  that  hardy  class  of  Of  the  three  children  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
people,  and  is  thrifty,  honest,  whole-souled  and  Jesperson,  one,  Walter,  died  when  young.  The 

intelligent.  He  was  born  in  Wester  Gothland  others  are:  Joseph,  bom  February  25,  1878,  and 

Province,  January  23,  1845,  learned  his  trade  llilma  S.,  November  21,  1883.  Mr.  Jesperson  and 

there,  and 'when  twenty  years  of  age,  or  in  1865,  family  attend  the  First  Lutheran  Church  in  which 

crossed  the  Atlantic  to  American  soil.  His  father,  they  are  members  and  active  workers,  and  they 

Jasper  Carlson,  is  a  wood-carver  by  trade,  and  is  a  are  people  much  respected  in  the  communUy.  Mr. 

resident  of  lloekford  at  '^he  present  tijme.  The  Jesperson  is  a  sound  Republican  in  his  political 

latter  was  born  and  reared  in  Wester  Gothland,  views,  and  has  been  a  member  of  the  Board  of 

Sweden,  and  although  now”  seventy-two  years  of  Trustees  for  the  past  fifteen  year,'/, 
age,  his  mind  is  as  dear  and  as  well-balanced  ns  >  ^ 

ever.  He  was  married  in  his  native  country  to 

Miss  Lizzie  Sam  nelson,  who  d  ied  in  1871,  when  ' 

about  fifty-seven  years  of  age,  in  full  communion  N DREW  BORG,  ft  mason  contractor  and 

with  the  Lutheran  Church,  in  which  he  also  holds  builder  of  Rockford,  is  one  of  the  well- 

membership.  v  r;  /fl  known  Swedish  residents  of  this  city.  He 

Charles  Jesperson,  the  second  in  order  of  birth  || ijj  was  born  on  the  16th  of  June,  1830,  in 

of  the  children  born  to  this  worthy  couple,  was  Sweden,  and  was  the  first  of  his  people  to  come  to 

put  on  board  a  vessel  and  had  his  passage  paid  to  the  United  States.  He  learned  his  trade  in  Osker- 

Chieago  by  an  uncle.  Ho  had  but  twenty-five  sham,  and  at  the  age  of  twenty-four  years  left 

cents  in  his  pocket  when  he  reached  the  Garden  that  place,  crossing  the  Atlantic  in  tho  summer  of 

City,  and  he  was  obliged  to  work  for  a  few  days  1854,  on  a  sailing-vessel.  They  encountered  some 

to  get  the  means  to  carry  him  to  Rockford,  Ill.  very  severe  weather,  the  deck  being  swept nnd  the 
He  was  first  married  in  this  city,  in  tho  fail  Of  mast  carried  away.  For  some  time  the  crew  and 

1866,  to  Miss  Johanna  Johnson,  a  native  of  passengers  were  all  exposed  and  for  four  days  they 

Wester  Gothland,  Sweden.,  who  came  to  the  United  were  without  food  and  water,  twenty-four  dying 
States  with  her  parents  in  1863.  Her  father,  01  f  from  exhaustion  and  being  buried  in  tho  sea. 
Johnson,  is  now  eight)'-  years  of  age  and  is  a  resi-  After  thirteen  weeks  and  three  days,  Mr.  Borg 

dent  of  Rockford,  but  the  mother  died  in  1888.  landed  in  New  York  City,  August  15,  1854,  and 

Both  were  members  ,  in  good  standing  in  the  thence  went  to  Chicago.  He  had  k>st  his  trunk, 

Lutheran  Church.  the  contents  of  which  were  his  chief  possessions. 

Mrs.  Jesperson  was  born  in  18  lo,  and  died  at  He  found  himself  a  stranger  in  a  strange  land,  with 

her  home  in  Rockford  in  the  fall  of  1872,  leaving  nq  one  to  whom  to  look  for  aid,  but  ho  started 

one  son,  Gus,  who  is  in  the  factories  of  Rockford.  out  bravely  and  soon  found  employment.  After 
Mr.  Jesperson  took  for  liis  second  wife  Miss  a  year  he  decided  to  go  to  Kansas,  but  in  passing 

Johanna  Friedberg,  who  was  born  in  Wester  through  Rockford  was  so  well  pleased  with  the 

Gothland  Province,  Sweden,  vSeptember  4,  1848,  city  that  he  has  since  made  it  his  home. 
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Since  coining  to  this  country,  Hr.  Borg  has  been 
followed  by  a  sister  who  is  now  living  in  Webster 
County,  Iowa,  an®  a  brother  who  died  in  this 
city  some  years  ago,  after  ho  jvas  married.  The 
father,  Swan  Larson,  was  a  fanner  and  carpenter 
of  Sweden  and  spent  his  entire  life  in  that 
land.  His  death  occurred  at  the  age  of  eighty-two 
years.  His  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Steua 
G.  Anderson,  is  yet  living  at  the  Vge  of  eighty- 
two.  Like  her  husband,  she  is  a  member  of  the  ■ 
Lutheran  Church. 

Three  years  after  coming  to  this  country,  Mr. 
Borg  returned  to  his  native  land  and  wedded 
Anna  S.  Carlson,  who  died  nine  days  after  she 
and  her  husband  had  returned  to  this  country,  of 
quick  consumption,  at  the  age  of  twenty-two  years. 
He  afterward  wedded  Ida  M.  Carlson,  a  sister  of 
his  first  wife,  and  she  died  three  years  later  of 
pneumonia,  at  the  age  of  twenty-two,  leaving  one 
daughter,  Selma  E.,  now  the  wife  Of  Frank  Sager, 
a  clerk  in  Sawyer’s  drug  store  of  this  city,  Mr. 
Borg  was  the  third  time  married,  in  Rockford,  the 
lady  of  his  choice  being  Anna  S.Booman,  who  was 
bom  in  Sweden  on  the  4th  of  August,  1852,  and 
came  to  Rockford  in  1864  with  her  parents,  who 
have  since  moved  to  Valley  Springs,  S.  Dale.,  where 
they  now  reside,  both  being  about  sixty  years  of 
age.  They  ai*e  also  members  of  the  Lutheran 
Church;; 

Mr.  and  Mrs  Borg  have  a  family  of  four  chil¬ 
dren  and  have  also  lost  four.  Edward  is  a  hook- 
keeper  for  the  Skandia  Coal  Company  of  this  city; 
Albert  A.,  Esther  L.  and  Ilulbert  are  still  at  home. 
Albert,  Olivia  and  Victoria,  twins,  and  Esther,  are 
all  deceased.  The  parents  are  jnombers  of  the 
Zion  Lutheran  Church,  of  which  Mr.  Borg  is  a 
Trustee.  He  exercises  his  right  of  franchise  in  the 
support  of  the  Republican  party.  The  year  after 
coming  to  Rockford,  he  began  business  as  a  mason 
}  contractor  and  builder 'and  has  erected  many 
1  buildings  in  the-city.  lie  now  owns  a  good  brick 
residence  at  No.  406  Sixth  Street  and  has  an  inter¬ 
est  in  the  flats  and  residence  at  the  corner  of  Fourth 
Avenue  and  Seventh  Street.  He  is  one  of  the 
stockholders  in  the  Skandia  Plow  Company  and  a 
Stockholder  and  Director  in  the  Skandia  Brick 
Company,  also  a  Director  in  the  Union  Grocery 


Store.  Mr.  Borg  has  been  the  means  of  inducing 
many  of  his  Swedish  neighbors  to  locate  in  this 
County  and  is  a  leader  among  bis  country-men. 
His  business  career  lias  been  a  successful  one  and 
lie  is  now  numbered  among  the  well-to-do  citizens 
of  Rockford. 


PAVID  PRYSE,  'who  owns  and  operates  two 
hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  well  improved 
land  on  section  15,  Guilford  Township, 
Winnebago  County,  is  a  native  of  Wales.  He  was 
born  on  the  14th  of  May,  1831,  in  Montgomery¬ 
shire,  and  is  a  son  of  James  Fryse,  who  was  born  in 
the  same  county.  Ilis  grandparents  also  spent  their 
entire  lives  there.  The  family  had  long  been  resi¬ 
dents  of  Wales.  Many  of  its  members  spell  the 
name  Price. 

The  father  was  reared  and  married  in  Montgom¬ 
eryshire,  Miss  Margaret  Davis  becoming  his  wife. 
They  nr>r  left  the  land  of  their  nativity,  but 
three  of  their  sons  emigrated  to  the  United  States: 
David,  Edward  and  James. 

Our  Subject  received  no  special  advantages  in 
1ns  youth,  in  fact,  at  the  early  age  of  seven  he  be¬ 
gan  to  earn  his  own  livelihood  and  has  since  been 
dependent  upon  his  own  resources.  He  continued  to 
make  his  home  in  the  land  of  his  birth  until  1850, 
when,  with  the  hope  qf  bettering  his  financial  con¬ 
dition,  in  the  autumh' of  that  year  he  sailed  from 
Liverpool’ to  America,  as  a  passenger  on  board  the 
“Patrick  Henry.”  After  a  voyage  of  seven  weeks 
and  three  days,  the  vessel  dropped  auclior  in  the 
harbor  of  New  York  and  Mr.  Pryse  landed  on 
American  soil.  He  went  to  Oneida  County,  N.  Y., 
where  he  engaged  in  fanning  for  five  years,  and 
then  came  to  Illinois  in  1855.  With  the  money 
he  had  saved,  he  rented  a  farm  in  Guilford  Town¬ 
ship,  and  after  five  years,  in  1860  made  a  purchase 
of  fifty-seven  acres  of  wild  land,  which  is  now  in¬ 
cluded  within  his  present  farm.  As  his  financial 
resources  have  increased,  he  has  added  to  his 
landed  possession  from  time  to  time,  until  he  now 
owns  two  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  valuable 
land. 
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Ere  coming  to  the  West,  Mr.  Pryse  was  married 
in  Oneida  County,  on  the  18th  of  March.  1854,  to 
Mjss  Winuefred  M.  Jones,  who  was  born  in  the 
north  of  Wales,  in  October,  1880,  and  came  to 
America  at  the  ago  of  eighteen  years.  She  died 
September  10,  1884,  leaving  a  family  of  six  ohil- 
,  dren:  Richard  J.,  Ellen,  Margaret,  Mary,  Fanuic 
and  Frank. 

Mr.  Pryse  is  one  of  the  worthy  citizens  of  this 
community,  who  lakes  an  active  interest  in  all 
that  pertains  to  the  welfare  and  upbuilding  of  the 
town  and  county  and  the  promotion  of  its  leading 
enterprises.  lie  is  also  a  self-made  man  and  for 
his  success  in  life  deserves  no  little  credit,  as  he 
has  steadily  worked  his  way  upward  to  a  position 
of  which  he  may  well  be  proud.  His  life  in  many 
respects  is  well  worthy  of  emulation  and  has  Avon 
him  the  confidence  and  high  regard  of' those  with 
whom  he  has  boon  brought  in  contact, 

ISS  SARAH  ROGERS,  tlm  daughter  of 
John  II.  and  Elizabeth  (Cotton)  Rogers 
well  known  as  pioneers  of  Winnebago 
County,  is  at  the  present  time  residing  in 
Pecatonica  village.  She  is  a  woman  of  much  ca¬ 
pacity,  is  kind  in  heart  and  mannor,  cheerfully 
giving  assistance  where  needed  and  charitably  in¬ 
clined  toward  all,  a  worthy  type  of  the  pioneer 
daughters  of  Winnebago  County,  who  were  im¬ 
portant  instruments  in  its  upbuilding. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  bom  in  Norfolk, 
Conn.,  in  1804,  where  he  was  married  to  Miss 
Elizabeth  Cotton  in  1828.  Desiring  to  see  and 
know  something  of  the  Western  country,  he  came 
to  this  county  in  1845  and  entered  a  claim  of  eighty 
acres,  of  Government  land.  The  mother  of  our 
subject  was  also  born  in  Norfolk,  Conn.,  one  year 
later  than  her  worthy  husband,  and  died  in  Peca¬ 
tonica  when  sixty-eight  years  of  age.  The  father 
of  Miss  Rogers  died  in  the  same  place  when  in  his 
sixty-seventh  year. 

The  paternal  grandparents  of  our  subject  were 
natives  of  the  Nutmeg  State,  as  were  also  the 
Cotton  family.  John  H.  Rogers. was  a  blacksmith 
by  trade,  which  line  of  business  he  followed  for 


some  years,  at  the  same  time  teaching  writing  school 
during  the  winter  evenings.  He  filled  the  position 
of  Postmaster  of  Seward  at  a  time  when  the  place 
was  known  as  Vancehoro.  In  politics,  ho  was  a  Re¬ 
publican  and  with  his  wife  a  member  of  tho  Con¬ 
gregational  Church. 

Two  uncles  of  our  subject  participated  in  the 
late  Avar,  one  of  Avliom  Avas  Avounded  in  tho  battle 
of  Chickamauga.  1  v  0 

Miss  Sarah  Rogors  has  always  resided  at  homo, 
and  in  1867  opened  a  millinery  establishment 
Avhich  she  conducted  successfully  until  live  years 
ago,  when 'she  opened  up  in  the  shoe  and  Avail 
paper  business.  Her  education  Avas  received  in  the 
graded  and  High  Schools  of  Pecatonica,  and  at  the 
present  time  she  is  a  Avorking  member  of  the  Wom¬ 
en’s  Christian  Temperance  Uniomand  belongs  to 
various  missionary  societies.  She  is  a  charter  mem¬ 
ber  of  tho  Women’s  Relief  Corps  and  in  all  respects 
takes  an  active  part  in  all  good  works.  She  is  a 
member  of  tho  Chautauqua  Society  and  was  en¬ 
gaged  for  several  terms  in  teaching  school  in  this 
county,  in  which  occupation  hor  sister  Eunice  Avas 
also  engaged. 

Miss  Rogers’  father  came  by  wagon  to  Albany, 
N.  Y.,  thence  by  the  Erie  Canal  to  Buffalo,  by  way 
of  the  Lakes  to  Chicago,  and  overland  to  this 
county.  Tie  Avas  a  gentleman  beloved  by  all,  kind- 
hearted,  charitable  and  honorablo,  and  possessed  of 
agreeable  manners  and  jovial,  friendly  nature. 
Miss  Rogers  is  one  of  the  leaders  in  social  life  in 
the  village,  and  hor  intelligence  and  grace  add  to 
the  attractions  of  hor  hospitable  dwelling. 

HILIP  STALL,  Avho  is  one  of  tho  most 
enterprising  farmers  of  LeRoy  ToAvnship 
Boon©  County,  oayiis  and  occupies  a  fine 
homestead  and  stands  high  in  the  estima¬ 
tion  of  the  people  in  this  vicinity.  Ho  Avas  born 
Juno  22,  1817,  in  Maine,  and  is  a  son  of  Jacob  Stall, 
a  stone  mason  and  stone  cuttor  by  trade.  Ho  fol- 
lOAVod  that  occupation  during  most  of  his  life,  al¬ 
though  during  his  later  yeai-s  he  became  a  miller . 
and-  owned  a  farm  of  one  hundred  acres,  Avhich 
Avas  carried  on  by  his  family. 
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The  lady  who  became  the  mother  of  our  subject 
prior  to  her  marriage  was  Miss  Elizabeth  Win- 
capaw,  a  native  of  Knox  County,  Me.  She  reared 
a  family  of  eight  children  and  lost  four  in  infancy. 
The  elder  Mr.  Stall  died  in  his  eighty-eighth  year, 
having  been  married  nearly  sixty-eight  years.  The 
family  are  all  deceased,  with  the  exception  of  our 
subject  and  a  sister,  Lucinda,  now  Mrs.  Burton,  of 
Maine.  Philip  was  the  sixth  in  order  of  birth, 
his  brothers  and  sisters  being  Elizabeth,  Charles, 
Edward,  William,  and  Moses  and  Aaron,  twins, 
who  received  their  names  from  the  old  family 
physician  when  born. 

Our  subject  left  home  when  nineteen  years  of 
ago,  going  East  to  Bangor,  and  two  jreai's  later 
came  to  Illinois  and  purchased  a  quarter-section 
of  land  in  Leo  County,  This  he  sold  two  years 
thereafter  and  came  to  Boone  County,  where,  in 
1857,  he  bought  eighty  acres  of  his  present  farm, 
for  which  he  paid  §10  per  acre.  He  has  since  purr 
clmsed  forty  acres. 

In  1857,  Miss  Frances,  daughter  of  William  R. 
and  Mary  (Moore)  Millard  and  our  subject  were 
united  in  marriage.  Both  parents  were  natives  of 
Peiursylvania  and  came  West  to  Lee  County,  this 
State,  in  October,  1838,  making  the  journey  from 
Columbia  County  by  means  of  a  home  team.  In 
the  spring  of  1841,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Millard  came  to 
Boone  County,  Le  Roy  Township,  purchasing  a  i 
.farm  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres,  to  which 
lie  later  added  until  his  estate  on  section  35  in¬ 
cluded  two  hundred  and  forty  acres. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stall  have  buried  seven  children 
and  have  one  son  living,  Charles  M.,  who  was 
born  in  March,  1878.  Those  deceased  are  William, 
Elmer,  Mary,  Sylvia,  Edgar,  Katie'  and  Altha  L. 
Our  subject  has  been  engaged  in  mixed  farming, 
and  by  persistent  industry  1ms  cleared  ins  entire 
estate  and  erected  thereon  Suitable  buildings,  not 
the  least  among  which  is  his  comfortable  farm  resi¬ 
dence  which  was  erected  in  1869.  Tsvo  years  later 
he  built  his  main  barn,  40x48  feet,  with  eighteen- 
foot  posts  to  which  he  has  since  added  as  he  found 
it  necessary.  In  religious  matters,  the  family  of 
our  subject  belongs  to  the  Methodist  Church  and, 
in  politics,  Mr.  Stall  has  voted  the  Republican 
ticket  since  Lincoln  filled  the  Presidential  chair. 


David  Daniels,  now  in  Iowa,  William  R.  Millard 
and  our  subject  are  the  only  survivors  who  voted 
here  in  1843. 

He  of  whom  we  write  has  a  dairy  of  from  ten 
to  fifteen  cows  and  ships  as  many  as  fifty  head  of 
hogs  per  year.  His  place  is  well  stocked  with  af 
good  grade  of  horses,  and  from  his  stock-raising/ 
interests  he  reaps  handsome  returns.  His  property'), 
which,  it  will  be  remembered,  cost  Mr.  Stall  $10  pdf 
acre,  is  now  worth  $70.  Mrs.  Stall’s  mother  departed 
this  life  in  March,  1891,  when  eighty- four  years/of 
age,  and  her  father,  who  is  still  living,  is  seven |y~ 
nine  years  of  age.  jj 

- ^ - 

RSEMUS  HYDE,  deceased,  was  for  a  num¬ 
ber  of  years  one  of  the  most  prosperous 
farmers  of  Bonus  Township,  Boone  County, 
with  whose  agricultural  developments  he  was 
Closely  associated  and  helped  to  make  of  the 
county  one  of  the  finest  farming  regions  in  the 
State.  He  .was  born  in  July,  1819,  and  departed 
this  life  at  liis  home  when  fifty-two  years  of  age. 

Oar  subject  was  the  son  of  Hainan  and  Polly 
Hyde,  of  English  descent  and  the  keirs  to  large 
fortunes  which,  on  account  of  insufficient  proofs, 
they  were  unable  to  secure.  The  lady,  Miss  Per- 
melia  Rork,  to  Whom  our  subject  was  married  July 
12,  1837,  was  born  in  Essex  County,  N.  Y..  June 
18,  1818.  She  was  the  daughter  of  John  and 
Elizabeth  Rork,  who  were  born  in  Ireland,  of- 
Scot^k'Englisll  parents.  The  father  and  mother  II 
emigrated  ro^the  United  States,  and  after  residing 
for  a  time  in  New  York,  moved  to  Racine,  Wis., 
where  their  deaths  occurred  at  the  respective  ages 
of  eighty  and  seventy-five  years.  Mrs.  Hyde  on 
her  mother’s  side  is  related  to  the  old  family^  of 
MeCibbons,  her  grandmother  bearing  that  name. 
They  were  also  related  to  the  McCauleys  and 
could  trace  their  ancestry  back  on  one  side  to  the 
celebrated  poet,  Burns,  The  father  of  Mrs.  Hyde 
was  an  Orangeman,  and  after  coming  to  this  coun¬ 
try  participated  in  the  war  of  1812. 

To  our  subject  and  his  wife  have  been  born  nine 
children,  five  of  whom  are  living:  Deott  was  born 
in  New  York  State,  is  married  and  lives  in  Le  Mars, 


i.  ..  . 
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IOAva;  William  was  born  April  1C,  1844.  is  also  Wm- 
riecl  and  the  father  of  three  children :/lW  was 
born  April  15,  1846,  is  the  wife  of,  Report  Portin' 
and  the  mother  of  five  children;  Julius  A.  was 
born  April  12,  1852,  is  residing  at  home  and  works 
the  old  farm;  Lucia  was  boitn  January  12,  1855,  is 
married  and  has  three  children.  Julius  A.  inter¬ 
ests  himself  in  politics  and  is  a  leader  of  the  Pro- 
hibition  party  in  this  section. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hyde  camoto  this  county  in  1842, 
where  our  subject  rented  land  for  eight  years, 
having  but  $2.50  when  he  came  here.  He  made 
different  purchases,  until  at  the  time  of  his  death 
he  left  an  estate  of  four  hundred  and  forty-two 
acres  to  his  heirs,  leaving  besides  a  name  which 
W'ill  over  be  held  in  loving  remembrance.  He 
landed  in  the  county  with  only  twenty  shillings 
in  his  pocket,  and  as  winter  was  coming  on,  lie 
was  engaged  in  teaming  that  season  to  and  from 
Chicago.  His  widow  still  owns  sixty-nine  acres  of 
the  original  homestead,  which  she  is  cultivating  in 
a  most  intelligent  manner.  Since  fifteen  years  of 
age,  she  has  been  an  active  member  of  the  Method¬ 
ist  Episcopal  Church,  in  which  denomination  her 
husband  was  a^so  a  member  and  a  liberal  contrib¬ 
utor.  She  is  jV excellent  woman,  and  aids  all 
worthy  objects  in  m  most  substantial  manner  and 
is  loved  by  all  her  Numerous  friends  and  acquaint¬ 
ances.  She  is  in  tip  possession  of  a  comfortable 
property  and  devotes  her  time  to  helping  others. 


€1-1  ARLES  L.  SMITH  owns  and  operates  a 
valuable  farm  of  seventy-two  acres  adjoin¬ 
ing  the  city  limits  of  Belvidere  on  the 
northwest.  Every  foot  of  his  land  is  under  a 
high  state  of  cultivation  and  the  well  tilled  fields 
yield  to  him  a  golden,  tribute  for  the  care  and  la¬ 
bor  he  bestows  upon  them.  The  neat  appearance 
of  the  place  indicates  his  thrift,  and  the  many 
improvements  there  seen  stand  as  monuments  to 
his  enterprise. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Windham  County,  Vt., 
February  28, 1829.  His  father,  Hiram  Smith,  was 
born  in  Chesterfield,  N,  H.,  spent  his  boyhood 
days  in  the  Granite  State,  and  after  his  marriage 
removed  to  Windham,  Vt.,  where  he  bought  a 


tract  of  land  and  made  his  homo  for  a  few  years. 
He  then  returned  to  Westmoreland,  N.  TJ.,  whore 
he  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life.  lie  married 
Olive  Arnold, '  who  spent  almost  her  entire  life 
’  in  Westmoreland.  Her  father,  Col.  Arnold,  was  a 
tanner  and  farmer  residing  in  that  place. 

Our  subject  was  a  lad  of  but  seven  summers 
when  his  parents  became  residents  of  the  Granite 
State,  where  his  education  was  acquired.  At  the 
age  of  ten,  he  commenced  to  earn  his  own  living 
and  worked  by  the  day,  month  or  year  in  New 
Hampshire  until  he  was  nineteen  years  of  age, 
when  he  went  to  Upton,  Worcester  County,  Mass., 
where  ho  was  employed  at  carpentering  for  a  year. 
His  next  place  of  residence  was  in  Milford,  Mass., 
where  he  was  employed  in  a  boot  factory  for  throe 
yearn.  Ho  remained  in  the  Bay  State  until  1852, 
when,  on  the  5th  of  January,  ho  sailed  from  New 
York  and  after  thirty  days  landed  in  San  Francisco, 
whence  ho  went  to  Stockton,  Cal.,  which  was 
then  a  very  small  place.  Ho  engaged  in  teaming 
from  there  to  the  mines,  from  forty-five  to  seventy- 
five  miles  distant.  At  that  time  the  price  of 
freighting  was  from  $2  to  $25  per  hundred  pounds. 
Provisions  were  very  high  in  the  mines,  Hour  sell¬ 
ing  at  $45  per  barrel.  Ho  there  remained  for  six 
years,  when  he  returned  to  Milford,  where  lie 
spent  the  three  succeeding  years  of  his  life.  lie 
then  again  went  to  California,  where  he  once 
I  more  engaged  in  teaming  until  1864,  when  ho  re¬ 
turned  to  the  East, 

Soon  after  his  return,  Mr,  Smith  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Mrs,  Luclla  (Wheeler)  Bates,  and 
their  union  has  been  blessed  with  one  child,  Clin¬ 
ton  C.  The  lady  also  had  a  daughter  by  her  for¬ 
mer  marriage,  Addie  L.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Smith  are 
worthy  people,  highly  respected  by  all.  Ho  is  a 
member  of  the  Univemlist  Church,  and  his  wife 
is  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  They 
have  been  residents  of  this  county  since- December, 
1864,  when,  coming  to  the  West,  Mr.  Smith  pur¬ 
chased  a  farm  half  a  mile  west  of  Belvidere, 
upon  which  they  made  their  homo  for  seven  years. 
He  then  sold  out  and  removed  to  the  village, 
where  he  lived  fpr  throe  .and^i  h$lf  years,  after 
which  ho  purchased  the  farm  Which  he  now  owns 
and  occupies  / 
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J'"1  OHN  HAKE,  President  of  the  Rockford  Fire 
Insurance  Company,  is  well  known  as  one 
of  the  early  settlers  of  Rockford;  and  as 
One  of  its  foremost  business  men,  who  has 
for  many  years  thoroughly  identified  himself  with 
its  best  interests,  his  far-reaching  enterprise,  apti¬ 
tude  for  affairs,  and  broad  public  spirit  being  po¬ 
tent  in  extending  its  commerce  and  in  advancing 
its  welfare  in  various  directions,  his  name  is  in¬ 
separably  linked  with  its  rise  and  progress  from  a 
small,  insignificant  settlement  to  a  beautiful  and 
prosperous  city.  During  the  busy  and  eventful 
years  of  the  half  century  and  more  that  he  has 
lived  here,  he  has  acquired  wealth  that  places  him 
among  the  most  substantial  citizens  of  Winnebago 
County,  and  helms  built  up  one  of  the  most  stately 
and  elegant  homes  within  its  borders, 

John  Lake  was  born  March  27, 1821,  on  Blackford 
Farm,  Sel worth 3r  Parish,  England,  said  farm  then 
being  in  the  possession  of  his  paternal  grandfather, 
who  was  a  farmer,  dairyman,  miller,  maltster  and  a 
dealer  in  all  kinds  of  seeds.  In  the  latter  part  of 
his  life  he  lost  a  large  portion  of  his  property, 
partly  through  reverses  in  business,  and  possibly  a 
part  of  it  by  bad  management.  Ilis  family  con¬ 
sisted  of  four  sons  and  one  daughter,  all  of  whom 
died  soon  after  they  arrived  at  ago,  with  the  ex¬ 
ception  of  James,  the  eldest,  and  Thomas,  tlio 
youngest,  both  of  whom  emigrated  to  America,  the 
first  with  his  family  settling  at  St.  Johns,  New 
Brunswick,  and  the  latter  in  the  United  States. 
William  Lake,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  also 
born  on  the  old  Blackford  Farm,  his  birth  occur¬ 
ring  in  the  year  1798.  He  died  there  in  the  open¬ 
ing  years  of  his  manhood,  at  the  age  of  twenty-two 
years,  and  thus  early  closed  a  promising  career. 
He  married  when  only  twenty  years  old,  the  maiden 
name  of  his  wife  being  Gould.  She  was  a  farm¬ 
er’s  daughter,  born  at  Cutcombe,  in  the  parish  of 
Outcombe.  Her  mother  died  leaving  eleven  chil¬ 
dren,  and  as  her  father  soon  married  again,  she 
sought  a  home  as  a  servant  girl  at  Blackford  Farm. 
Sho  was  subsequently  married  to  the  father  of  our 
subject,  and  they  continued  to  make  the  farm  their 
home  until  his  untimely  death. 

He  of  whom  we  write  was  but  six  months  old 
when  his  father  died,  and  as  his  mother  married 


again  a  year  later,  he  was  reared  by  bis  grandmother 
in  the  home  of  his  birth,  she  and  he  being  the  only 
ones  of  the  name  of  Lake  living  in  that  part  of 
England,  up  to  the  time  he  came  to  this  country. 
He  was  given  excellent  educational  advantages  in 
a  private  school  kept  by  Mr.  Robert  Taylor,  which 
he  attended  until  he  was  fourteen.  At  that  age 
he  commenced  to  earn  his  own  living  by  working 
on  a  farm,  being  thus  employed  the  intervening 
two  years  before  lie  came  hither.  He  was  eleven 
years  of  age  when  his  uncle  Thomas  became  a  citi¬ 
zen  of  this  Republic,  and  the  boyish  imagination 
of  our  subject  followed  him  in  his  voyage  across 
unknown  seas  to  the  far-away,  strange  country 
whither  lie  had  gone,  and  he  wished  that  he  too 
might  go  there  in  search  of  fortune’s  favors,  for 
the  spirit  of  adventure,  inherent  in  every  true  Eng¬ 
lishman’s  breast,  was  bis  by  riglit  of  birth.  He 
treasured  up  his  determination  to  try  life  in  this 
land/  of  promise  until  he  was  of  suitable  age  to  put 
it  into  execution,  and  in  the  month  of  May,  1836, 
he  disclosed  his  plans  to  his  mother  and  foster-par¬ 
ent  (his  grandmother),  telling  them  that  he  would 
like  to  do  as  his  uncle  Thomas  had  done,  seek  a 
home  in  the  United  States.  They  strenuously  op¬ 
posed  his  purpose,  bub  he  told  them,  that  although 
he  did  not  wish  to  disobey  them,  he  had  firmly  re¬ 
solved  to  go  a  year  from  that  time.  In  May.  1837, 
lie  again  broached  the  subject  of  his  emigration, 
and  was  met  with  the  same  opposition.  He  in¬ 
formed  his  mother  and  foster-mother  that  he  wished 
very  mueh  to  obtain  their  consent,  but  lie  should 
go  in  any  case.  When  they  saw  that  further  per¬ 
suasion  was  useless,  they  reluctantly  gave  in,  and 
sadly  made  preparations  for  his  setting  forth  into 
the  great  world,  giving  him  such  necessary  aid 
for  his  journey  as  was  in  their  power. 

The  first  week  in  May,  1837,  our  subject  started 
out  on  his  travels  from  the  pleasant  English  home 
that  had  given  him  shelter  from  liis  birth,  and 
alone,  but  with  a  brave  heart  and  a  steady  pur¬ 
pose,  ho  faced  the  unknown  future  and  the  perils 
of  an  ocean  voyage  never  to  be  forgotten  while 
memory  holds  sway.  From  Minehead  he  went  on 
a  schooner  to  Bristol,  where  he  secured  passage  for 
Philadelphia  on  the  “Severn,”  a  sailing-vessel 
loaded  with  iron,  and  carrying  about  forty  other 
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passengers  beside  himself.  In  mid-ocean  a  dread¬ 
ful  storm  was  encountered,  which  lasted  for  five 
days,  and  it  seemod  impossible  that  the  gallant 
ship  could  outweather  such  a  tempest  Often 
great  seas  would  break  on  deck,  and  the  bowsprit, 
foremast  and  bulwarks  were  broken  and  washed 
overboard.  When  the  fearful  storm  was  at  its 
height,  young  Lake  requested  the  officer  to  permit 
him  to  remain  on  deck,  and  bo  allowed  him  to  do 
so  on  condition  that  he  would  secure  himself  to 
the  main-mast,  which  he  did  with  a  rope  that  lay 
near,  and  from  six  o’clock  in  the  morning  until 
late  in  the  evening  he  remained  in  that  position 
without  a  particle  of  food,  watching  with  mingled 
feelings  of  awe  the  sublime  spectacle  of  the  con¬ 
flict  of  the  elements  with  Old  Ocean.  As  darkness 
enveloped  what  seemed  to  be  a  doomed  ship,  the 
storm  abated,  and  at  sunrise  there  was  not  wind 
sufficient  to  move  the  sails,  and  a  dead  calm  of 
four  days  ensued. 

Mr.  Lake  landed  in  Philadelphia  in  the  latter 
part  of  June,  seven  weeks  from  the  day  lie  left  old 
England.  He  was  at  the  time  sixteen  years  and 
three  months  of  age,  and  was  a  bright,  active  lad, 
with  plenty  of  mother-wit  and  other  essentials  to 
make  the  life  that  lay  before  him  a  success,  if  he 
chose  to  do  so.  His  destination  was  Illinois,  where 
he  intended  to  join  his  uncle  Thomas.  From  the 
Quaker  City  he  crossed  ^Pennsylvania,  and  wont 
over  the  Alleghanies  by  rail  and  canal,  passing 
through  Johnstown,  which  was  so  nearly  erased 
from  the  face  of  the  earth  by  the  awful  flood  of 
recent  years,  and  through  many  another  place, 
whose  very  name  ho  has  forgotten,  and  on  to 
Pittsburg,  where  be  embarked  on  a  river  steamer 
for  the  West.  Arriving  at  Rockport,  a  small  river 
town  on  the  Ohio  below  Louisville,  he  was  taken 
sick  with  a  fever,  and  had  to  remain  there  until 
November.  In  the  meantime,  he  received  a  letter 
from  his  uncle,  who  was  then  living  in  Rockford, 
and  as  soon  as  he  was  able  he  resumed  his  inter¬ 
rupted  journey  down  the  Ohio  and  up  the  Missis¬ 
sippi  to  Fulton,  Ill.  Thence  lie  traveled  on  foot 
through  marsh  and  swamp,  and  over  what  seemed 
to  him  endless  prairies,  to  Sterling,  and  from  there 
proceeded  on  the  west  side  of  the  river  to  Rock¬ 
ford,  where  he  arrived  about  the  1st  of  December, 


1887,  “completely  worn  Out,  physically,  mon tally 
and  financially,”  as  bo  liimsolf  oxpressos  it. 

In  the  spring  he  had  recuperated  sufficiently  to 
work  on  a  farm,  at  which  he  whs  employed  three 
years.  At  the  end  of  that  time,  he  apprenticed 
himself  to  Mr.  Thomas  Thatcher,  a  joiner,  Carpen¬ 
ter  and  architect.  A  year  with  that  gentleman, 
with  wages  of  $5  a  month  and  board,  and  he  had 
acquired  all  his  instructor  could  impart,  and  wna 
prepared  to  sot  up  for  himself  in  the  same  lino, 
thus  showing  how  soon  he  had  caught  the  (lash 
and  energy  of  the  Western  spirit.  He  not  only 
worked  out  by  the  day  as  a  carpenter,  but  engaged 
as  a  contractor,  doing  business  by  himself  until 
the  winter  of  1852-53,  whon  he  formed  a  part¬ 
nership  with  Mr.  p.  Howes,  to  engage  in  the  lum¬ 
ber  trade.  The  yard  was  whore  the  East  Rock¬ 
ford  passenger-station  of  the  Chicago  &  North 
western  Railway  now  stands,  which  was  at  that  lime 
called  the  Chicago  &  Galena  Railway,  and  which 
had  been  completed  to  the  east  side  of  Rock  River, 
on  the  20th  f/f  August,  1852,  On  the  20th  of 
August,  1853,  the  railway  bridge  was  completed 
across  that  river,  and  our  subject  and  his  partner 
removed  their  lumber  to  a  yard  on  the  west  side, 
near  the  present  station  of  the  Northwestern  Rail¬ 
way,  continuing  together  until  the  summer  of 
1856,  when  they  sold  their  business  to  a  Mr.  Free¬ 
man. 

In  November  of  that  year,  the  prosperous  young 
'Westerner,  whose  course  we  have  thus  far  followed 
with  interest,  revisited  bis  old  homo  at  Blackford 
Farm,  nearly  twenty  years  having  passed  by  with 
their  many  chances  and  changes  since  ho  had  last 
crossed  its  threshold,  a  penniless  lad  on  his  way  to 
the  New  World.  Returning  again  to  this  country 
in  February,  1857,  in  the  early  spring,  ho  once 
more  went  into  the  lumber  business,  having  his 
stand  on  the  corner  of  Third  and  State  Streets,  on 
the  same  ground  now  occupied  by  the  Rockford 
Coal  &  Lumber  Company.  Mr.  Howes,  bis  old 
partner,  had  an  interest  with  him  for  a  year,  and 
then  their  connection  wag  dissolved,  in  the  fall  of 
1859,  by  the  sale  of  the  stock  to  Cook  &  Bro,,  lum¬ 
ber  dealers  on  the  west  side  of  the  river.  In  the 
spring  of  1858,  Mr.  Lake  made  arrangements  to 
take  charge  of  the  late  Mr.  Henry  Fisher’s  yard,  On 
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the  west  side  of  the  river,  and,  in  tlio  summer  of 
the  same  year,  formed  a  partnership  with  that  gen¬ 
tleman,  which  was  continued  until  March,  1867.  In 
May  of  Unit  year,  after  closing  out  his  interest  with 
Mr.  Fisher,  he  again  visited  England,  and  extended 
his  tour  while  abroad  to  Ireland,  Scotland,  France, 
Belgium,  Italy,  Switzerland  and  portions  ot  Ger¬ 
many,  returning  homo  in  theufab.  In  the  spring 
of  1868,  lie  formed  a  five-years’  partnership  with 
the  Hon.  Seely  Perry,  who  was  doing  a  lumber 
business  on  the  ground  formerly  occupied  by  our 
subject,  and  whore  Mr.  Perry  is  still  carrying  on 
the  same  business.  In  the  spring  of  1874,  they 
terminated  their  partnership,  and  in  June  Mr.  Lake 
again  indulged  his  fondness  for  travel,  and  re¬ 
visited  England,  Scotland  and  France,  and  three 
times  since  ho  lias  made  the  same  journey,  in  tiie 
summers  of  1877,  1889  and  1891,  his  oldest  daugh¬ 
ter  accompanying  him  across  the  ocean  on  ins  last 
trip.  Ho  has  not  altogether  confined  his  travels  to 
European  countries,  but  has  spent  a  winter  on  the 
Pacific  Coast,  going  to  California  in  May,  1885, 
with  his  wife  and  niece,  and  staying  there  until 
the  following  April. 

Our  subject  is  a  man  of  fine  physique  and  good 
presence,  is  possessed  of  business  acumen  and  ex¬ 
ecutive  ability  in  a  rare  degree,  and  has  made  his 
influence  felt  in  various  directions.  He  has  filled 
various  positions  of  trust,  and  his  official  record  is 
without  blemish,  as  lie  has  always  acted  for  the 
best  interests  of  those  concerned,  without  regard  to 
self,  and  has  discharged  his  duties  faithfully,  fear¬ 
lessly  and  with  a  clour  conscience.  He  has  been 
connected  with  the  Rockford  Fire  Insurance  Com¬ 
pany  since  its  inception.  This  company  procured 
its  charter  in  1866,  and  Mr.  Lake  was  elected  its 
first  Vice-president,  and  acted  in  that  capacity  un¬ 
til  January,  1886,  when  he  became  the  choice  of 
the  Board  of  Directors  for  Presidon  t  of  the  com¬ 
pany,  vice  Dr,  R.  F.  Lane,  who  had  resigned  at 
the  close  of  1885.  This  is  one  of  the  lending  in¬ 
surance  companies  of  the  West,  and  as  its  presid¬ 
ing  officer,  our  subject’s  safe  and  wise  policy  in  the 
management  of  its  affairs  strengthens  the  reputa¬ 
tion  it  has  acquired  for  stability.  For  ten  years, 
ending  in  1888,  Mr.  Lake  served  the  Second  Ward 
of  the  city  as  Alderman,  and  the  same  ward  as  Su¬ 


pervisor  a  part  of  that  time.  From  1877  to  1878, 
he  was  Chairman  of  the  Board  of '  Education.  He 
is  prominent  in  social  circles  as  one  of  the  leading 
members  of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows, 
and  was  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Lodge  and 
Representative  to  the  Sovereign  Grand  Lodge  of 
the  United  States  for  six  consecutive  years. 

Mr.  Lake  was  married,  October  11,  1849,  to  Miss 
Almeda  M.  Dan  ley,  whose  parents,  Cornelius  and 
ha  rah  Danlcy,  were  farmers  nud  pioneers  of  the 
town  of  Harlem,  Winnebago  0011111,7.  Mrs.  Lake 
has  co-operated  with  her  husband  in  the  making  of 
a  true  home  in  their  handsome  residence  at  No. 
1211  East  State  Street,  and  its  hospitalities  are  well 
known  to  their  many  friends.  Of  the  seven  chil¬ 
dren  born  to  our  subject  and  his  wife,  three  died 
in  infancy.  The  following  is  the  record  of  the 
four  that  survive:  Sarah  E-,  born  September  26, 

1850,  married  William  II.  Crocker,  of  Evanston, 
111.,  August  21,  1884;  Jennie  E.,  born  February  2, 

1851,  married  Charles  M.  Clark,  of  Rockford,  Oc¬ 
tober  21,  1874;  Alice  M.,  born  March  23,  1861, 
married  William  M.  Prentice,  of  Rockford,  Decem¬ 
ber  18,  1878;  Frank  L.,  born  April  5,  1865,  married 
Jessie  E.  Shirley,  of  Rockford,  May  5,  1886. 

Mr.  Lake  is  a  man  of  wide  experience,  a  keen 
observer  of  men  and  affairs,  with  a  mind  broad¬ 
ened  by  travel  and  contact  with  the  world,  and  he 
is  an  interesting  conversationalist,  possessing  a 
varied  fund  of  information.  Though  retaining  a 
strong  affection  for  liis  native  land,  he  is  loyal  to 
the  country  of  his  adoption,  and  a  thorough  Amer¬ 
ican  in  his  ks«.lnts  and  views  of  life,  lie  has  not 
only  watched  with  pleasure  the  development  of 
this  city,  his  chosen  home,  with  which  his  personal 
interests  are  so  closely  bound,  but  lie  has  witnessed 
with  pride  and  delight  the  wonderful  growth  of 
these  United  States  in  the  course  of  half  a  century. 
In  a  chat  with  the  biographer  concerning  his  past 
life,  he  spoke  eloquently  of  the  great  changes  that 
had  taken  place,  of  the  discoveries  and  inventions 
that  have  revolutionized  the  world  since  he  became 
a  citizen  of  this  republic.  Speaking  of  the  grand 
progress  made,  in  human  affairs,  he  said: 

“In  June,  1892,  it  will  he  fifty- five  years  since  I 
landed  in  Philadelphia.  What  changes  in  all  the 
varied  affairs  of  human  life  since  that  time!  When 
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we  sailed  down  the  River  Severn  from  Bristol, 
On  our  voyage  to  the  United  States,  I  remember 
seeing  on  the  docks  in  process  of  construction,  the 
‘Great  Western,’  the  first  steamship  of  any  im¬ 
portance  that  crossed  the  Atlantic  to  New  York. 
Compare  that  slow  and  unwieldy  craft  with  the 
floating  palaces  that  are  now  nearly  every  day  in 
the  year  crossing  and  recrossing  from  one  country 
to  the  other! 

“Instead  of  seven  weeks,  the  journey  of  over 
three  thousand  miles  is  now  accomplished  in  less 
than  sis  days,  and  the  passengers  are  provided 
with  all  the  luxuries  afforded  by  the  best  hotels  in 
New  York  or  Chicago.  Postage  to  Europe  was 
then  twenty-live  cents,  and  now  a  letter  is  carried 
across  the  ocean  foV  five  cents.  Telegraph,  tele¬ 
phone,  electric  railways-  and  machinery  of  various 
kinds,  propelled  by  steam  or  electricity,  have  come 
into  general  use  only  within  a  comparatively  short 
time. 

“In  1837,  the  United  States  had  a  population  of 
about  sixteen  millions;  soon  its  inhabitants  will  be 
numbered  by  seventy  millions.  Then  Chicago 
could  boast  of  hut  r  >  r  thousand  one  hundred  and 
seventy  souls;  now  tl »  iatestcensus  gives  it  nearly 
one  million  three  hundred  thousand  inhabitants. 
When  I  came  here,  the  country  west  of  the  Missis¬ 
sippi  River  was  inhabited  mainly  by  Indians  and 
wild  beasts  to  the  shores  of  the  Pacific;  now  six 
railroads  cross  the  then  supposed  impassable  Rocky 
and  Sierra  Nevada  Mountains,  and  what  was  once 
called  the ‘Great  American  Desert,’ has  been  made 
to  blossom  like  tlio  rose,  and  is  the  home  of  a  con¬ 
tented  and  prosperous  people.  Then  the  genius  of 
an  Edison  had  not  been  thought  or  dreamed  of. 
What  will  be  the  experience  of  the  human  ..race 
during  the  next  fifty-five  years?  Many  who  now 
live  will  see,  but  for  us  of  the  olden-time,  it  is  hot 
for  ns  to  know.” 

DWARD  II.  MARSH,  attorney  at  law,  real- 
estate  dealer,  money  loaner  and  Notary 
Public,  is  one  of  the  enterprising  and  wide¬ 
awake  young  business  men  of  Rockford.  His  office 
is  now  located  at  No.  418  East  State  Street,  He 


has  the  honor  of  being  a  native  of  this  city,  his 
birth  having  occurred  hero  in  1860,  and  a  repre¬ 
sentative  of  ono  of  its  pioneer  families,  llis  father, 
J.  B.  Marsh,  is  proprietor  of  a  largo  furniture  es¬ 
tablishment  on  East  State  Street.  Ho  has  been  a 
resident  of  this  city  for  nearly  forty  years  and  his 
life  has  been  spent  in  enrryfng  on  the  business 
which  liis  father,  Horace  Marsh,  who  is  now  de¬ 
ceased,  established  here  at  an  early  day.  The  fam¬ 
ily  came  from  Connecticut  to  Illinois  and  have 
since  resided  at  Rockford.  J.  B.  Marsh  was  married, 
in  this  oit-y,  to  Miss  Amanda  Work,  a  native  of 
Ohio,  who  came  to  Rockford  when  a  young  lady. 
This  couple  are  among  the  prominent  residents  of 
the-  city  where  they  so  long  resided  and  have  a 
wide  acquaintance  among  its  best  people.  Their 
t\yo  children  are  now  living:  our  subject  and  Fan¬ 
nie,  wlio  resides  with  her  parents. 

Edward  II.  Marsh  acquired  his  literary  education 
in  the  public  schools  of  Rockford,  after  which  he 
fitted  himself  for  the  practice  of  law  in  the  -State 
University  in  Ann  Arbor,  Mich.,  from  which  ho 
was  graduated  in  the  Glass  of  ’82.  In  1884,  he 
opened  an  office  in  liis  native  city  and  has  here 
since  engaged  in  practice.  lie  has  also  boon  con¬ 
nected  with  many  of  the  leading  industries  and 
enterprises  Of  Rockford.  At  this  writing,  lie  is 
Secretary  of  the  II.  W.  Price  Improvement  Com¬ 
pany,  proprietors  of  the  North  End  Division,  a 
property  embracing  move  than  six  hundred  acres 
of  land.  It  is  well  located  and  supplied  with  street 
car  and  railroad  lines  and  a  number  of  important 
factories  arc  going  up,  while  some  arc  already  in 
operation.  The  land  is  high,  lying  near  the  Rock 
River,  which  affords  it  a  natural  surface  drainage. 
The  lots  are  well  located  and  elegantly  laid  out 
for  building  purposes  and  sell  from  $200  to  $600 
a  piece*  being  already  in  good  j&nnand.  There  is 
also  upon  this  division  a  schoolhouso,  furnished 
with  all  the  accommodations  of  the  city. 

Mr.  Marsh  is  also  connected  with  other  leading 
enterprises  and  gives  liberally  to  those  interests 
calculated  to  promote  the  city’s  growth.  Ho  is 
both  public-spirited  and  progessive,  and  is  a 
valued  citizen  of  the  community.  He  is  now 
serving  as  attorney  for  the  Swedish  Building 
aud  Loan  Association  and  other  corporations  and 
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has  been  two  years  City  Attorney  and  has  served 
as  Supervisor  of  the  Sixth  Ward.  Every  public 
trust  reposed  in  him  is  faith  full}''  discharged,  and 
he  has  proved  a  competent  oliicer.  Socially,  he  is  a 
member  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias  and  Woodman 
lodges,  and  is  a  Mason.  In  polities,  lie  is  a  stalwart 
Republican  and  has  served  as  Chairman  of  the 
County  Central  Committee.  Mr.  Marsh  is  enterpris¬ 
ing  and  industrious  and  is  a  young  man  who  will 
no  doubt  win  great  success  in  life. 

i|=~pEDRlCK  NUGREN  has  been  a  resident  of 
SMp  Rockford  since  the  fall  of  18(58,  and  is  a 
'  well-known  mechanic  of  the.  city,  whose 
sketch  wo  feci  assured  will  prove  of  interest  to 
/many  of  our  readers.  A  native  of  Sweden,  he  was 
boyo  on  the  19th  of  September,  1843,  and  is  a  son 
of  Johnas  Aiulcrson,  who  spent  his  entire  life  in 
his  native  province  in  Sweden,  engaged  in  agri¬ 
cultural  pursuits,  and  was  called  to  the  homo  be¬ 
yond  at  the  age  of  seventy-six  years.  His  wife, 
whose  maiden  name  was  Mary  Johnson,  is  yet  liv¬ 
ing  on  the  old  homestead  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
four.  She  is  a  consistent  member  of  the  Lutheran 
Church,  to  which  her  husband  also  belonged  for 
many  years.  One  daughter  of  the  family  resides 
in  tiiis  country,  Christina,  wife  of  Johans  Trtipd, 
a  mechanic  of  lloekford. 

Mr.  Nugren  spent  the  days  of  his  boyhood  and 
youth  in  his  parents’  home,  hut  on  attaining  his 
majority,  he  hade  good-bye  to  friends  and  native 
land  and  sot  sail  for  America,  to  try  his  fortune  in 
the  Now  World,  of  whose  privileges  and  advan¬ 
tages  he  had  heard  such  favorable  reports.  He 
sailed  from  Gotten  burg,  and  after  seventeen  days 
spent  upon  the  broad  Atlantic,  lie  arrived  in  New 
York,  whence  he  journeyed  Westward  by  land, 
reaching  Rockford  on  the  16th  of  November, 
1868.  With  the  exception  of  a  few  months  spent 
in  California,  he  has  since  resided  in  this  city. 


Mr.  Nugren  was  joined  in  wedlock,  in  this  city, 
to  Miss  Mary  Casya,  who  was  born  in  the  same 
province  as  her  husband,  and  when  a  young  lady 
emigrated  to  this  country  in  1870,  since  which 
time  Rockford  has  been  her  home.  Her  parents 
never  left  their  native  land.  Her  father,  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Lutheran  Church,  died  in  Sweden  at  an 
advanced  age.  His  wife,  who  is  now  sixty-four 
years  of  age,  is  also  a  consistent  member  of  the 
Lutheran  Church.  / 

The  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Nugren  his  been 
blessed  with  a  family  of  five  children,  but  Charles 
is  now  deceased.  The  four  yet  living  are  Anna 
M.,  Alma  J.,  Fredriea  W.  and  Esther,  The  family 
reside  at  their  pleasant  home  at  No.  303  Bluff  Street, 
which  was  built  under  the  direction  of  our  subject. 
He  is  a  skilled  workman  in  the  line  of  his  trade 
and  has  become  a  well-to-do  citizen,  owing  to  his 
industry  and  good  management,  lie  came  to  this 
country  empty-handed  but  has  made  the  most  of 
His  opportunities  and  the  result,  is  shown  in  his 
present  prosperity. 


GRACE  FOOTE,  one  of  the  old  pioneers  Of 
Winnebago  County,  having  come  here  as 
'Y/Z  0al‘^v  !l9  now  living  retired  in  the 

((©)  city  of  Rockford.  He  hailed  from  New 
York,  his  birth  having  occurred  in  Burlington, 
Otsego  County,  December  27,  1811.  Burnicc 
Foote,  his  father,  was  born  in  Bernardstown, 
Franklin  County,  Mass.,  in  1766.  The  latter- 
named  gentleman  was  reared  and  given  a  good 
education  and  remained  in  his  native  State  until 
1800,  at  which  time  he  started  for  the  then  Far 
West,  locating  in  Burlington,  Otsego  County, 
N.  Y.  lie  opened  a  public  house  at  Burlington 
Green,  which  was  located  on  the  stage  route  lead¬ 
ing  from  Albany  to  Coopcrstown.  After  being 
employed  as  “mine  host”  for  a  few  years,  the 
elder  Mr.  Foote  purchased  land  near  the  Green, 


After  locating  here,  he  learned  the  trade  of  a  cab-  upon  which  he  resided  and  farmed  until  his 
inet-makcr,  to  which  he  lias  devoted  his  entire  on-  decease,  in  January,  1831. 

ergy.  Since  1879,  he  has  been  a  stockholder  in  Miss  Melinda  Field  was  the  maiden  name  of 
the  Central  Furniture  Company  and  is  also  one  our  subject’s  mother,  her  birth  occurring  in  North- 
Of  its  Directors  and  works  in  the  factory.  field,  Franklin  County,  Mass.  She  survived  her 
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husband  many  years,  and  died  at  the  home  Of  the 
original  of  this  sketch  in  1#62,  at  the  advanced 
age  ofninety-two  years.  She  became  the  mother 
Of  six  children :  Harriet,  (who  died  at  the  age  of 
sixty-five  years;  Horatio,  when  ninety-one  years; 
Lucius,  at  ninety,  Peronia,  at  seventy-seven,  and 
Hiram  at  the  age  of  eighty-one.  Our  Subject,  who 
is  the  youngest  member  of  the  family,  is  the  only 
one  now  living,  and  he  is  the  only  one  among  the 
sons  of  the  family  who  did  not  become  a  minister 
in  the  Congregational  Church. 

Horace  Foote  was  reared  to  man's  estate  and 
given  a  good  education  in  Burlington,  the  schools 
being  conducted  on  the  subscription  plan.  There 
were  no  railroads  or  canals  in  the  vicinity  of  his 
home,  and  the  nearest  market  was  at  Utica,  ninety 
miles  distant.  Our  subject  continued  his  residence 
in  Burlington  until  1837,  when  he  started  for  this 
State,  accompanied  by  his  mother,  the  trip  being 
made  overland  with  a  team  to  Oberlin,  Ohio, 
where  a  brother  and  sister  were  attending  college, 
and  where  also  his  brother  Horatio  was  located. 
The  mother  remaining  in  that  city,  our  subject, 
with  Horatio,  came  on  to  Winnebago  County, 
.they  being  delegated  by  other  families  of  the  East;,, 
including  Dr.  A.  M.  Gatlin,  Deacon  J.  W.  Baker, 
and  Deacon  Tyler,  to  select  a  desirable  location,  j 
At  that  time  Rockford  contained  but  few  families/ 
and  the  greater  portion!  of  the  land  was  still  owned 
by  the  Government,  Mr.  Foote  and  his  brother 
purchased  a  “squatter’s"  claim  to  a  large  tract  of 
land  two  and  one-half  miles  np  the  rive);  ti/Rock- 
ford,  and  after  buying  the  claim,  IIorntio  fAtvirned 
to  Oberlin  to  notify  the  other  families.  Our 
Subject  remained  here  during  the  winter  and 
erected  on  the  land  three  log  houses  and  two  log 
barns. 

Early  in  1838,  the  family  of  our  subject  located 
on  the  above-mentioned  tract,  and,  as  before  stated, 
the  brothers  being  preachers  were  very  busy  at¬ 
tending  to  their  professional  duties,  and  conse¬ 
quently  the  management  of  the  farm  devolved 
upon  our  subject.  Ho  improved  a  farm,  erected 
thereon  good  buildings,  and  continued  to  reside 
there  until  1888,  then  removed  to  Rockford  where 
®he  has  since  lived  retired; 

Miss  Harriet  M.  Batehelder  became  the  wife  of 


our  subject  in  1843;  she  was  horn  in  Now  Ilump- 
shiro  in  1826,  and  bore  her  husband  six  children, 
three  of  whom  are  living:  Mary  C.,  Nellie  T., 
and  Henry  M.  Mrs.  Foote  passed  away  January 
16,  1867. 

VILLIAM  D,  CORNWELL,  County  Treas¬ 
urer  6f  Boone  County,  vms  born  m  Brant¬ 
ford,  Ontario,  Canada,/  on  the  27th  of 
March,  1833.  His  father,  Gabriel  D,  Cornwell,  was, 
it  is  thought,  born  in  ifork  State,  and  was  an  infant 
when  his  parents  moved -  to  Canada.  Ho  was  there 
reared  and  married,  and  Continued  to  make  that 
his  home  until  1845,  and  \hen,  in  company  with 
his  wife  and  eight  children!  came  to  Illinois.  They 
started  from  their  homo  in  Canada  with  six  teams, 
and  drove  to  St.  Joseph,  Mich.,  where  they  em¬ 
barked  on  a  steamer  and  grossed  Lake  Michigan  to 
Chicago.  Then  with  their  teams  they  came  to 
Belvidere,  at  a  time  when  the  country  was  very 
sparsely  settled,  and  Belvidere  was  but  a  small 
village  on  the  northern  side  of  the  river.  Mr. 
Cornwell  secured  a  tract  of  land  in  wlmt  is  now 
J  Caledonia  Tbwnship,  erected  a  good  frame  house 
and  at  once  began  the  improvement  of  a  farm.  Ho 
resided  on  that  place  until  the  decease  of  his  wife, 
when  he  made  his  home  with  a  daughter  in  Lo  Roy 
Township,  until  his  decease,  dying  February  7, 
1885. 

^  Our  street's  mother  bore  the  maiden  name  of 
Margaret  Day;  she  was  bom  in  Canada  and  died 
on  the  homo  farm  in  1877,  having  become  the 
;  mother  of  eight  children.  William  I).  was  twelve 
years  W  age  when  he  came  to  the  Prairie  State 
with  Ms  parents,  and  has  witnessed  almost  the 
entire  growth  and  development  of  this  section, 
lie  assisted  on  the  homo  farm  until  fifteen  years  of 
age,  and  then  served  an  apprenticeship  of  three 
years  at  the  mason’s  trade.  In  1857,  lie  located  on 
a  farm  which  he  still  owns  in  Caledonia  Township, 
hiring  the  work  done  on  his  estate  and  continuing 
to  work  at  his  trade  until  1867.  In  that  year,  he 
went  to  Caledonia  and  engaged  in  the  lumbering 
business.  Four  years  later,  Mr.  Cornwell  went  lo 
Colorado,  and  for  four  years  worked  at  his  trade 
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in  ‘Pueblo  and  Denver:  Returning-to  this  county, 
ho  resided  on  the  farm,  the  Operation  of  which  he 
superintended,  and  worked  at  his  trade  until  1890, 
since  which  time  he  lias  been  a  resident  of  Belvi- 
dere. 

The  lady  to  whom  our  subject  was  married  in 
1857  was  Miss  Catherine,  daughter  of  William 
Chnppcl,  who  was  born  in  England,  and  oncoming 
to  America,  located  in  Genesee  County,  N.  Y., 
where  he  resided  for  many  years,  and  where  Mrs. 
Cornwell  was  born.  In  1856,  her  father  came  to 
Illinois  and  located  in  Caledonia  Township.  The 
maiden  name  of  his  wife  was  Mary  A.  Gotten,  also 
a  native  Of  England. 

Mr,  and  Mrs.  Cpfmvell  have  reared  a  family  of 
one  child,  Adella,  who  was  born  December  1, 1859, 
married,  December  25,  1879,  Walter  Bruner,  and 
departed  this  life  April  14,  1881,  lowing  One 
child,  William  Howard.  They  have  an  adopted 
daughter,  Jennie,  who  is  the  wife  of  James  Preston, 
of  Walworth  County,  Wis.,  and  the  mother  of  two 
children:  Rucl  and  Ralph. 

Our  subject  vs  a  Republican  in  politics,  and  in 
1890  was  elected  to  his  present  responsible  position 
of  Treasurer  of  Boone  County.  With  his  wife,  lie 
is  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
and  personally  is  a  very  genial  gentleman,  having 
a  host  of  warm  friends  in  this  county. 


£pj  NDREW  N.  NOLING,  of  Rockford,  first 
Hfl  opened  His  eyes  to  the,  light  of  day  on  the 
1TI)  5th  of  April,  1839,  in  Wester  Gothland, 
H f  Sweden.  He  is  the  eldest  child  of  the  fam¬ 

ily,  and  was  the  first  to  come  to  America.  A  sketch 
Of  His  parents  is  given  in  connection  with  the  his¬ 
tory  of  L.  M.  Noling,  on  another  page  of  this  work. 
No  event  of  special  importance  occurred  during 
the  childhood  of  our  subject.  When  it  was  time 
to  cuter  upon  a  business  career,  lie  chose  cabinet¬ 
making  as  the  trade  which  lie  wished  to  follow,  and 
served  a  full  ^pptfm.tiocship  in  that  line. 

In  Sweden,  Mr.  'Noling  was  united  in  marriage 
to  Miss  Johanna  Johnson,  who  came  with  her  hus¬ 
band  to  this-  country.,  and  died  at  their  home  in 
Rockford,  in  1874,  She  was  a  good  Christian 


I  woman,  and  may  friends  mourned  her  loss.  One 
child  preceded  her  to  the  final  home,  Hilda,  who 
died  in  youth,  and  three  are  yet  living.  Freder¬ 
ick  A.,  the  eldest,  is  a  carver  in  the  employ  of  the 
Central  Furniture  Company  of  this  city;  Jennie  O. 
occupies  the  position  of  book-keeper  with  the  Star 
Laundry  Company,;  and  J.  William  is  also  a  carver 
of  the  Central  Furniture  Company. 

Mr.  Noling  came  to  Rockford  in  1868.  He  sailed 
from  Gottenburg  to  New  York  Cu\y  on  one  of  tlie 
steamers  of  the  Inman  Line,  and  reached  his  desti¬ 
nation  in  May  of  that  year.  I-Ie  did  not  tarry  long 
in  the  Eastern  metropolis,  but  at  once  made  his 
way  to  Chicago,  and  on  the  6th  of  June  arrived  in 
Rockford,  where  he  has  since  resided.  In  the  years 
which  have  followed,  he  has  been  connected  in 
one  way  or  another  with  the  various  furniture  fac¬ 
tories  Of  this  city.  He  is  now  a  stockholder  in  the 
Union  Grocery  Company,  and  one  of  the  large 
stockholders  and  directors  in  the  Central  Furni¬ 
ture  Company,  in  which  ho  also  works  as  a  cabinet¬ 
maker.  He  was  one  of  the  first  men  to  help  organ¬ 
ize  the  latter  company.  lie  has  been  very  successful 
since  coming  to  this  country,  and  has  acquired  a 
competence  which  numbers  him  among  the  well-to- 
do  Swedish  residents  of  Rockford,. 

Mr.  Noling  was  a  second  time  xharried,  in  this 
city,  Ui is  lime  to  Miss  Anna  K.  Swenson,  who  was 
born  in  Smohvnd,  Sweden,  June  10,  1847.  Her 
parents  died  in  their  native  land  when  she  was 
about  eighteen  years  of  age.  Iler  father,  Swan 
NelsOn,  was  a  farmer,  and  was  called  to  rest  at  the. 
ago  of  fifty.  Ills  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was 
Helen  Johnson,  died  about  two  years  later.  They 
were  members  of  the  Lutheran  Church.  In  the 
family  were  five  children:  John  and  Mary  are  both 
married,  and  reside  in  Sweden;  Christina  is  a  resi¬ 
dent  of  Kansas;  and  Sophia  makes  her  homo  in 
Rockford.  The  two  latter  arc  also  married.  Mrs. 
Noling  crossed  the  Atlantic  in  1874,  reaching  Rock¬ 
ford  on  the  17th  of  July,  and  on  the  14th  of  April, 
1875,  gave  her  hand  in  marriage  to  our  subject. 
Their  union  has  been  blessed  with  two  children, 
who  arc  yet  living:  Martin  Norman  and  Esther  A. 
They  lost  four  children:  Charles  A.,  Oscar  M.,  Os¬ 
car  E.  and  A.  Lillie,  all  of  whom  died  in  childhood. 
Tive  parents  are  members  of  the  First  Lutheran 
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Church.  They  reside  at  No.  305  Almon  Street, 
where  they  have  a  beautiful  home  which  was  built  | 
by  Mr.  Noling.  This  worthy  couple  have  many  I 
friends  in  the  community,  and  are  people  of  ster¬ 
ling  worth,  deserving  the  high  esteem  in  which 
they  are  held. 

ORA  MEL  A.  RIHIAJiDSON.  The  Wiscon- 
sin  Lumber  Company  was  organized  in  Jan¬ 
uary,  1880,  as  an  incorporated  institution, 
an  d  since  that  time  has  carried  on  a  largo  and  lu¬ 
crative  business,  with  Mr.  Richardson  as  President 
and  Manager.  The  company  carries  a  complete 
line  of  hard  and  soft  lumber  and  house-building 
supplies,  and,  possessing  large  resources  and  facili¬ 
ties,  occupies  a  position  high  among  the  leading 
enterprises  of  this  character  in  Winnebago  County, 
The  practical  management  of  the  business  is  placed 
in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Richardson,  who  is  thoroughly 
experienced  in  all  its  details  and  attends  to  its  oper¬ 
ations  in  a  manner  which  secures  the  maintenance 
of  the  high  standard  of  quality  for  which  the  firm 
is  celebrated,  while  his  reliable  business  methods 
havo  secured  for  the  firm  an  enviable  place  in 
the  confidence  of  tlio  people. 

Before  speaking  more  minutely  of  the  life  of 
our  subject,  it  will  doubtless  be  of  interest  to  the 
reader  to  mention  a  few  facts  in  regard  to  the  i 
career  of  his  father,  Hiram,  who  died  near  the 
city  of  Rockford,  January  13,  1885.  As  early  as 
1836,  he  sought  a  home  in  Guilford  Township, 
Winnebago  Count}',  where  he  secured  a  ‘'squat¬ 
ter's’ '  claim  to  new  land,  of  which  he  gained  pos¬ 
session  when  it  came  into  market.  At  that  time 
the  county  was  in  its  infancy,  and  only  two  yearn 
before,  Mr.  Kent  had  erected  a  sawmill  in  the  city 
of  Rockford  (then  a  mere  hamlet).  He  was  one 
of  the  first  settlers  in  Guilford  Township,  and, 
without  any  capital,  but  with  plenty  of  energy, 
he  set  to  work  clearing  his  land  and  improving^ 
farm. 

The  nearest  market  in  those  early  days  was  the 
unimportant  little  village  of  Chicago,  which  of¬ 
fered  little  inducements  to  the  early  settlers. 
Mr.  Richardson,  while  he  was  there  trading,  saw  a 


man  offered  a  lot  whore  the  court  house  now 
stands  in  exchange  for  a  Sotiu  Thomas  clock,  he 
declining  without  a  moment’s  hesitation,  lie 
aided  in  putting  up  the  first  frame  house  erected 
in  Rockford  and  made  on  his  farm  Some  brick, 
which  was  used  in  the  construction  of  the  first 
brick  buildings  of  the  city.  Success  crowned  his 
efforts  and  lie* became  well  known  as  a  prosperous 
farmer  and  prominent  old  settler,  A  man  of 
quiet  disposition,  reserved  and  modest,  he  always 
worked  for  the  good  of  the  community  and  was  a 
member  of  the  Old  Settlors’  Society. 

Mr.  Richardson,  Sr.,  came  hither  from  Orange, 
County,  Vt.,  where  lie  was  born  August  24,  1818. 
His  parents  died  when  ho  was  a  mere  lad  and  he 
became  self-supporting  at  an  early  age.  In  Win¬ 
nebago  Coimty,  this  State,  he  was  united  in  mar¬ 
riage  with  Miss  Lucetta  Thurston,  who  was  horn 
in  Now  Hampshire,  July  27,  1819.  She  still  sur¬ 
vives,  making  her  home  with  her  sons  in  Rock¬ 
ford.  The  only  children  of  this  family  are  Charles 
A.  and  0.  A.,  both  residents  of  Rockford. 

The  younger  of  the  two  sous,  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Rockford,  October  27,  1846,  and  here  has 
spent  his  entire  life.  He  early  developed  busi¬ 
ness  qualities  of  no  ordinary  character  and  for 
some  time  was  manager  of  a  lumber  company,  of 
which  he  became  owner  in  1873,  lie  remained  in 
that  connection  until  January,  1886,  when  the 
company  was  merged  into  the  Wisconsin  Lumber 
Company.  Mr.  Richardson  also  lakes  an  interest 
in  other  corporations  and  institutions  of  Rock¬ 
ford.  In  politics,  ho  is  a  Republican  of  tho  most 
pronounced  type. 

The  lady  who  became  the  wife  of  our  subject, 
September  27,  1870,  boro  the.  maiden  name  of 
Emma  Regan,  and  was  born  and  reared  in  Rock¬ 
ford.  Her  father,  Marshall  II.  Regan,  came  to  Illi¬ 
nois  in  the  early  ’40s  and  engaged  in  tho  lumber 
business  at  Rockford  until  his  death,  in  1875.  lie 
was  twice  married,  the  mother  of  Mrs.  Richard¬ 
son  being  killed  in  a  railroad  accident  at  South 
Bend,  Ind.,  in  1857,  when  in  the  prime  of  life. 
Her  eldest  daughter  Mary  lost  her  life  in  tho  same 
manner.  The  second  wife  of  Mr.  Regan  was  a 
Miss  Stewart  and  still  survives,  her  homo  being  in 
Rockford. 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


217 


In  their  religions  connections,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Richardson  are  members  of  the  First,  Baptist 
Church  of  Rockford,  and  he  is  serving  as  Deacon. 
They  arc  the  parents  of  six  children,  as  follows: 
Mabel,  who  graduated  from  Mt.  Carroll  Seminary; 
Harry  I),,  who  was  educated  at  the  Northwestern 
University,  of  Evanston,  is  a  promising  young 
man;  Lillian  M.  is  a  student  in  Mt.  Carroll  Semi¬ 
nary;  Alfred  (L,  Raymoe  ’  O.  and  Ethel  Emma 
Pearl  are  at  home  and  attend  the  city  schools. 


(l)  ON.  INGALLS  OAKLKTON.  Probably  in 
the  history  of  Winnebago  County  no  more 
worthy  representative  can  be  found  of 
(j|y)  what  can  be  accomplished  by  energy,  in¬ 
tegrity  and  well-directed  efforts,  than  is  so  strik¬ 
ingly  exemplified  in  the  successful  life  of  this  gen¬ 
tleman.  Since  1877,  he  1ms  made,  his  home  in 
Rockford,  where  lie  owns  and  occupies  au  elegant 
residence  on  East  State,  corner  of  Summit  Street, 
lie  has  been  engaged  in  the  real-estate  business 
since  18(58,  having  dcnlt  largely  in  land  both  in 
Winnebago  County  and  elsewhere.  At  present, 
'no  has  extensive  interests  in  Sioux  Palls,  Dale.,  and 
the  country  immediately  surrounding  that  city. 

A  native  of  Vermont,  Mr.  Carleton  was  horn  in 
Marshfield,  Washington  County,  March  30,  1821, 
and  is  a  lineal  descendant  of  (Ion.  Carleton.  His 
paternal  grandfather,  Jeremiah  Carleton,  was  born 
in  Lyndeborough,  N.  II.,  and  followed  farming 
pursuits  in  his  native  State,  removing  thence  with 
teams  to  Rarre,  VI.,  and  settling  in  the  wilderness. 
From  a  tract,  of  timber  land  lie  cleared  a  farn 
which  remained  his  home  until  death  called  him 
hence.  A  grandson  now  owns  the  old  homestead, 
one  of  Use  most  attractive  ’  places  in  the  Green 
Mountain  State* 

The  grandmother  of  our  subject,  whose  maiden 
name  was  Mary  Edwards,  was  of  New  England 
birth  and  was  descended  from  the  famous  Dr.  Ed¬ 
wards.  She  reared  seven  children,  whose  names 
were  Jeremiah,  Silas,  Noah,  David,  Iliram,  Deborah 
and  Mary,  respectively.  The  only  surviving  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  family  are  Hiram, and  Deborah.  Jeremiah, 


father  of  our  subject,  was  born  in  Rarre,  Washing¬ 
ton  County,  Vt.,  in  1800,  and  was  reared  in  his  na¬ 
tive  place,  there  receiving  his  education.  In  his 
youth  he  removed  to  Nashua,  N.  II.,  where  he 
learned  the  trade  of  a  blacksmith.  After  follow¬ 
ing  his  trade  for  a  while,  he  purchased  a  farm  near 
Marshfield.  Before  railroads  had  been  introduced 
into  that  section  of  the  country,  Burlington  was 
the  principal  market  and  depot  of  supplies,  to 
which  the  farmers  hauled  their  grain  and  returned 
home  with  articles  procured  in  exchange.  Jere¬ 
miah  Carleton  followed  the  calling  of  a  farmer 
until  his  death  in  1881.  His  wife,  Betsey  (Robey) 
Carleton,  a  native  of  Nashua,  N.  II.,  long  preceded 
him  in  death,  passing  away  in  Marshfield,  Vt,,  in 
1830,  at  the  age  of  thirty-six.  Her  father,  Philip 
Abbott  llobcy,  was  born  in  the  old  town  of  Dim- 
stable,  N.  11.,  and,  until  a  few  years  ago,  the  house 
was  standing  in  which  he.  was  born.  He  served 
during  the  Revolutionary  War  and  was  an  active 
participant  in  the  battle  of  Ticondcroga.  He  mar¬ 
ried  Lucy  Proctor  and  settled  in  Cavandish,  Vt., 
now  called  Proctorvillc. 

The  boyhood  days  of  our  subject  were  passed  in 
a  comparatively  uneventful  manner.  At  the  age 
of  eighteen,  he  commenced  teaching  and  continued 
in  that  way  during  three  winter  terms,  being  en¬ 
gaged  in  farming  the  remainder  of  the  year.  lie 
also  dealt  in  live-stock,  buying  in  Marshfield  and 
the,  neighboring  villages,  and  selling  at  Brighton 
and  Cambridge,  Mass.  In  185(5,  he  came  to  Illi¬ 
nois  and  bought  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  in 
Rockton  Township,  Winnebago  County.  In  the 
fall  of  the  same,  year,  he  returned  to  Vermont  and 
spent  the  winter,  hut  in  the  spring  came  again  to 
Rockton,  where  he  formed  a  partnership  with  the 
Hon.  G.  II.  Hollister  and  engaged  in  the  grain  busi¬ 
ness.  The  firm  built  a  fiouring-mUl,  which  they 
operated  in  connection  with  the  grain  business  un¬ 
til  18(58,  meeting  with  success  a?  the  result  of  judi¬ 
cious  dealings  and  commendable  perseverance.  In 
the  year  mentioned,  Mr.  Carleton  sold  out  liis  in¬ 
terest  in  the  business  and  embarked  in  the  real- 
estate  enterprises,  which  have  since  engaged  his 
attention. 

In  June,  IBGfi,  Mr.  Carleton  wks  married  to  Miss 
Ai»y  Lawrence,  who  was  born  in  Rockton,  Winne- 
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bago  County.  She  belongs  to  the  well-known 
New  England  family  of  that  name,  who  wore 
identified  with  the  early  history  of  Massachusetts. 
The  Lawrence  family  is  of  English  descent  and 
some  of  its  members  settled  in  New  England  dur¬ 
ing  the  Colonial  period.  They  bore  a  conspicuous 
part  in  the  history  and  development  of  that  part 
of  the  country  and  as  lawyers,  jurists,  soldiers  and 
business  men,  stood  in  the  front  rank  of  Ameri¬ 
can  citizenship.  The  grandfather  of  Mrs.  Carle- 
ton,  John  Lawrence,  was  a  farmer  of  the  old  Bay 
State  and  spent  his  last  da}’s  in  Groton,  Middlesex 
County,  where  his  son  Luther  was  born. 

The  last-named  was  reared  and  educated  in 
Groton,  whence,  in  1 887,  he  removed  to  Illinois 
and  became  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  Rockton. 
The  journey  to  this  county  was  made  by  stage  and 
railroad  to  Albany,  thence  via  Erie  Canal  to  Buf¬ 
falo,  from  there  across  tile  Lakes  to  Detroit,  whore 
lie  procured  ox-teams  and  made  an  overland  trip 
to  Belvidere,  Ill.  At  that  time  Northern  Illinois 
was  very  sparsely  settled,  and  deer  and  other  wild 
game  were  plentiful.  All  the  land  in  this  section 
of  the  country  was  still  owned  by  the  Govern¬ 
ment,  the  surveys  not  yet  being  completed.  lie 
made  a  claim  to  a  tract  near  Belvidere  and  when 
the  land  came  into  market,  made  the  purchase 
from  the  Government.  lie  was  single  on  coming 
to  Illinois  and  did  not  at  once  make  a  permanent 
settlement,  but  finally  located  atRockton,  operat¬ 
ing  a  flouring-mill  for  some  years,  but  was  retired 
from  active  business  cares  for  some  time  prior  to 
his  death  in  March,  1891. 

The  mother  of  Mrs.  Carleton,  whose  maiden 
name  was  Adelia  Loomcr,  was  born  in  Rome,  N.  Y., 
the  daughter  of  Loring  and  Mary  Loonier,  and 
died  in  1869.  Loring  Loomor  was  a  native  of 
Great  Barrington,  Mass.,  his  grandfather,  a  wealthy 
aristocrat,  moving  thence  from  Virginia,  sacrificing 
a  beautiful  home  during  the  war,,  Mrs.  Adelia 
Lawrence  reared  four  children,  namely:  Mary  M., 
Harriet,  Amy  and  Frances.  Mr,  and  Mrs.  Carleton 
have  one  son,  Leonard  Ingalls.  In  his  politics,  Mr. 
Carleton  was  formerly  a  Whig  and  joined  the  Re¬ 
publican  party  at  the  time  of  its  formation,  since 
which  time  he  has  been  an  ardent  supporter  of  its 
principles.  He  was  twice  elected  to  represent  the 


town  of  Marshfield  in  the  Vormont  Stato  Legisla¬ 
ture.  Ho  was  a  member  at  the  timo  tho  State  House 
was  burned  and  served  during  the,  extra  session, 
which  was  called  to  make  appropriations  fora  now 
State.  House.  He  has  been  instrumental  in  mould¬ 
ing  the  opinions  of  his  follow-eitizcns,  among  whom 
his  opinion  carries  groat  weight,  and  is  justly  re¬ 
garded  as  a  man  of  honorable  principles  and  unusual 
ability.  The  attention  of  the  reader  is  invited 
to  the  lithographic  portraits  of  Mr,  and  Mrs. 
Carleton  presented  in  this  connection. 


JOHN  PILCHER,  Jit.,  who  was  for  many 
years  a  leading  farmer  of  Caledonia  Town¬ 
ship,  and  is  now  living  in  Belvidere,  claims 

_  England  as  the  land  of  his  birth.  He  was 

born  in  Kent  County,  March  15,  1841,  and  is  a  son 
of  John  Pilcher,  also  a  native  of  Kent  County,  ns 
were  the  grandparents.  The  father  was  roared 
upon  a  farm,  and  followed  agricultural  pursuits  in 
his  native  land  until  April,  1851,  when,  with  his 
wife  and  our  subject,  ho  sailed  from  London,  Eng¬ 
land,  to  New  York,  where  be  arrived  after  a  voy¬ 
age  of  live  weeks,  lie  went  at  once  to  Fairfield 
County,  Ohio,  whore  he  made  his  home  until  1855, 
when  ho  came  to  Boone  County,  and  located  in 
Belvidere.  Ho  hero  worked  at  tho  mason  *s  trade, 
and  engaged  in  drilling  wells  until  1865,  when  he 
bought  land  in  tho  town  Of  Bonus,  and  engaged 
in  farming  for  twelve  years,  when  ho  returned  to 
Belvidero  and  devoted  lvis  energies  to  gardening. 
Ho  now  resides  in  Hillsboro,  N.  If.  Ips  wife  died 
in  this  city,  leaving  three  children:  John  of  this 
sketch;  Irene,  wife  of  William  B.  Chilvers;  and 
Eliza  A.,  wife  of  Charles  S.  Dana. 

Our  subject  was  a  lad  of  ton  years  when  became 
with  his  parents  to  tho  United  States.  He  attended 
private  school  in  Kent  County,  and  afterward  was 
a  student  in  the  public  schools  of  Lancaster,  Ohio, 
and  of  Belvidere.  When  not  in  school,  he  was 
employed  on  the  farm,  mid  continued  to  engage  in 
agricultural  pursuits  until  1862,  when,  on  the  23d 
of  March,  he  enlisted  in  Company  K,  Sixty-fifth 
Illinois  Infantry.  He  was  made  a  prisoner  at  Har¬ 
per’s  Ferry  the  following  September,  and  with  oth- 
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ers  was  parollert,  and  was  in  camp  at  Chicago  until 
exchanged.  At  the  siege  of  Knoxville,  in  1863,  he 
Was  severely  wounded  and  incapacitated  for  further 
active  duty.  He  continued  in  service  until  the  ex¬ 
piration  of  his  terra,  when  ho  was  honorably  dis¬ 
charged  in  March,  1865. 

As  soon  as  possible,  Mr.  Pilclior  returned  home, 
and  resumed  fanning.  After  his  marriage,  heron  ted 
land  for  four  years,  and  then  purchased  a  farm  in 
Caledonia  Township,  to  the  cultivation  and  im¬ 
provement  of  which  ho  devoted  his  energies  until 
1891,  when  lie  sold  out  and  came  to  Belvidere. 
Ho  purchased  property  in  the  city,  and  has  there 
since  made  his  home.  As  a  companion  and  help¬ 
mate  on  life’s  journey  he  chose  Miss  Ida  A.  Kipp; 
a  native  Of  the  Empire  State,  and  a  daughter  Of 
Abraham  and  Clarissa  Kipp.  Their  union  was  cele¬ 
brated  in  1871,  and  unto  them  was  born  a  daugh¬ 
ter,  Cora  Edith.  The  mother  died  April  8,  1885, 
and  her  death  was  deeply  regretted  by  many  friends. 

Mr.  Pilcher  is  a  member  of  the  Second  Baptist 
Church,  and  socially,  is  connected  with  S.  A.  Hurl- 
hut  Post  No.  164,  G.  A.  R.,  while  his  daughter  is  a 
member  of  the  Ladies’  Aid  Society,  S.  of  V,  He 
is  recognized  as  one  of  the  substantial  citizens  of 
the  community,  and  for  his  success  in  life  deserves 
groat  credit,  as  it  is  duo  entirely  to  his  own  efforts. 


ORVILL  1\  THOMAS.  A  pleasantly  located 
and  fertile  tract  of  land  on  section  7,  Owen 
Township,  Winnebago  County,  is  owned 
and  occupied  by  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  who  is 
giving  hr  time  and  attention  to  agricultural  pur¬ 
suits.  He  is  an  old  resident  of  the  county,  having 
come  hero  in  1867,  and  has  consequently  been  an 
important  factor  in  the  growth  and  development 
of  this  section. 

William  M.  Thomas,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
was  born  in  Pennsylvania,  as  was  also  his  father, 
Moses  Thomas,  whom  tradition  says  was  a  descen¬ 
dant  of’ one  of  three  brothers  who  came  from  Wales 
to  America  in  Colonial  times.  The  grandfather 
followed  the  occupation  of  a  farmer  and  resided 
in  Wayne  County,  Pa.  The  father  of  our  subject 
was  married  the  Keystone  State,  where  he  re¬ 


sided  until  1838,  and  then,  coming  overland  with 
his  wife  and  three  children  to  Winnebago  County, 
made  the  trip  via  the  Lakes  to  Chicago  and  thence 
by  team  to  Rockford.  Making  a  claim  to  a  tract  of 
Government  land  now  included  in  Rockton  Town¬ 
ship,  Mi\  Thomas  erected  a  log  cabin  and  began  the 
work  of  subduing  nature,  clearing  and  breaking 
land.  In  1881,  he  sold  this  tract  and  removed  to 
Rockton  where  he  died  in  July,  1882.  His  wife, 
who  was  born  in  Wayne  County,  Pa.,  was  known 
in  her  maidenhood  as  Eliza  Conkling. 

The  original  of  this  sketch  does  not  remember 
the  overland  trip  to  this  county,  as  ho  was  very 
young  at  the  time,  but  the  hardships  through 
which  the  family  passed  in  developing  the  new 
home  have  made  a  lasting  iinpressiom  upon  his 
mind.  For  some  time  doer,  wolves  and  other 
kinds  of  animals  were  very  plentiful,  and  as  there 
wore  no  railroads,  Chicago  and  the  lead  mines  in 
the  vicinity  of  Galena  were  the  nearest  markets. 

‘  In  1858,  Mr.  Thomas  of  this  sketch  started  with 
others  for  Pike’s  Peak,  the  party  crossing  the  Miss¬ 
issippi  River  at  Fulton  and  the  Missouri  at  Platts- 
moutli,  but,  hearing  discouraging  reports  from 
people  who  were  returning  from  that  region,  they 
concluded  to  come  home,  and  from  that  time  until 
1862  our  subject  was  engaged  in  farming  with  his 
brother,  John  C.  On  tire  outbreak  of  the  Civil 
Wav,  he  was  enlisted  in  Company  F,  Seventy-fourth 
Illinois  Infantry  and  served  his  country  bravely 
until  the  close  of  the  war,  having  participated 
with  his  regiment  in  many  of  the  important  battles 
and  campaigns,  among  which  were  Perryville, 
Stone  River  and  the  march  with  Sherman  to  At¬ 
lanta.  lie  also  fought  at  Chattanooga,  Jonesville, 
Spring  Hill,  Franklin  and  Nashville. 

He  of  whom  we  write  in  1867  purchased  the 
farm  upon  which  he  now  resides  and  where  lie  has 
been  a  continuous  resident,  with  the  exception  of 
the  year  1870,  which  he  spent  in  Kansas.  The 
fall  of  1870,  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Alice 
A.  Carr.  Mrs.  Thomas  was  born  in  Livingston 
County,  N.  Y.,  and  was  a  daughter  of  John  Carr, 
who  was  born  on  the  banks  of  Crooked  Lake,  that 
State.  The  paternal  grandfather  of  Mrs.  Thomas, 
William  Carr,  was  born  either  in  New  York  or 
New  England,  and  was  a  farmer  by  occupation, 
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spending  his  Inst  days  on  lvis  farm  in  Crooked 
Lake.  The  maidon  name  of  her  grandmother  was 
Ann  Mattison ;  she  was  also  a  native  of  the  Em¬ 
pire  State.  The  father  of  Mrs.  Thomas  came  to 
Illinois  in  1855,  and  resided  in  Rookton  and  Owen 
Townships,  this  county,  until  1872,  when  they  re¬ 
moved  to  Wisconsin,  purchasing  a  farm  near  Bel¬ 
oit,  whore  they  made  their  home.  The  maidon 
name  of  his  wife  was  Irene  P.  Bibbins,  daughter 
of  Smith  and  Angelina  (Fargo)  Bibbins.  The  three 
children  comprising  the  household  of  our  subject 
are  William  0.,  John  L.  and  Dora  A.  In  polities, 
he  is  a  straightforward  Republican. 


8RUNDAGE  CORBY  WILLIAMS.  Among 
the  gentlemen  prominent  in  business  in 
Rockford  there  is,  perhaps,'  no  one  more 
worthy  of  mention  than  Mr.  Williams, whoso 
birth  occurred  at  Vernon,  Essex  County,  ,N.  J., 
September  2,  1832.  His  father,  Aaron  Williams, 
was  also  a  native  of  that  county,  while  his  grand¬ 
father,  Joseph  Williams,  hailed  from  Connecticut 
and  was  a  lineal  descendant  of  Roger  Williams. 
The  grandfather  removed  to  New  Jersey,  whore  he 
resided  on  a  farm  in  Essex  County  until  his  de¬ 
cease.  His  wife,  it  i3  believed,  was  also  a  native  of 
Connecticut  and  spent  her  last  yearn  on  the  Essex 
County  farm, 

Aaron  Williams  was  given  a  good  education  in 
his  native  county,  and  on  learning  the  trade  of  a 
shoemaker  was  engaged  in  that  business  in  Bing- 
hampton,  N.  Y.,  for  a  number  of  years.  Ho  later 
came  to  Rockford  on  a  visit  in  the  fall  of  1881 
and  departed  this  life  at  the  home  of  our  subject, 
January  30  of  the  following  year,  when  seventy- 
one  years  of  age.  His  wife,  who  was  born  in  Essex 
County,  N.  J.,  was  prior  to  her  marriage  known 
as  Miss  Rebecca  Corby,  being  the  daughter  of 
Ezekiel  and  Rebecca  Corby,  natives  of  the  above- 
named  ’State.  On  the  death  of  her  husband,  Mrs. 
Williams  returned  to  Bingluimpton,  in  the  summer 
of  1882,  and,  residing  with  a  daughter  for  a  time, 
later  went  to  Yonkers  on  a  visit  to  another  daugh¬ 
ter,  departing  this  life  at  the  home  of  one  of  her 


children  in  Rensselaer vi lie  May  10,  1850,  in  her 
seventy-fourth  year. 

Six  sons  and  live  daughters  were  included  in  the 
parental  family,  and  our  subject  was  but  eighteen 
months  old  when  his  father  and  mother  removed 
to  Bingham pton,  N.  Y.,  the  journey  being  made 
overland  by  teams.  There  he  received  a  good 
education,  and  when  eighteen  years  old  began  to 
learn  the  trade  of  a  carpenter,  serving  an  pppiren- 
ticeship  of  a  year  and  a  half.  He  wonted  at  journey 
work  during  the  summers  and  taught  school  in  the 
winter.  Later,  going  to  New  York  City,  ho  did 
journey  work  for  a  time,  and  in  1855  was  similarly 
engaged  for  two  years  at  Scranton,  Pa.,  losing  his 
wages  at  that  time  on  account  of  the  great  financial 
crash,  which  qaused  all  kinds  of  business  to  bo  sus¬ 
pended.  B.  0.  Williams  then  went,  to  the  town  of 
Lathrop,  Susquehanna  County,  that  State,  and 
was  given  employment  at  cutting  logs  and  fire¬ 
wood  through  the  winter,  and  in  April  of  the  fol¬ 
lowing  year  returned  to  Binglmmpton  where  he 
resided  until  July  20.  Then  coming  to  Illinois,  our 
subject  located  at  Warren  ton,  Du  Pago  County, 
working  in  the  harvest  field  for  a  few  weeks,  when 
he  became  employed  at  his  trade,  his  first  work 
there  being  the  building  of  the  Methodist  Episco¬ 
pal  Church.  After  having  framed  and  raised  the 
steeple,  and  before  it  was  completed,  the  singing 
fell,  thus  precipitating  Mr,  Williams  to  the  ground, 
sixty  feet  below,  by  which  fall  lie  was  severely  in¬ 
jured. 

In  1862,  he  of  whom  wo  write  wont  to  Chicago 
whore  he  was  employed  at  working  at  his  trade, 
and  in  1864  had  charge  of  the  erection  of  the  Gov¬ 
ernment  corral  on  State  Street,  which  extended 
from  Twenty-fourth  toTwcn  ty-sixth  Street.  In  the 
fall  of  1864,  our  subject  raised  a  company  of  me¬ 
chanics  for  the  United  States  service,  and  after  the 
battle  of  Nashville  went  to  St.  Louis,  where  lie 
was  mustered  into  service.  Ho  was  then  sent  to 
Nashville,  being  assigned  to  duty  in  the  Eighth 
Tennessee  Regiment,  with  which  ho  remained  until 
M  y ,  1865,  when  ho  received  his  honorable  dis¬ 
charge  and  returned  homo.  Removing  his  family  to 
the  Garden  City,  our  subject  took  charge  of  a  sash, 
door  and  blind  factory,  which  lie  managed  until 
1871  and  then,  on  account  of  ill-health,  came  to 
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■Winnebago  County,  purchauing  a  farm  in  New 
Milford  Township,  which  ho  operated  for  four 
years.  Then  disposing  of  his  tract,  he  moved  into 
the  city  of  Rockford  and  bought  property,  to  the 
improvement  and  management  of  which  he  devotes, 
his  entire  time  and  attention. 

bs  Hyde  Park,  Pa.,  in  the  year  1 857,  Brundage 
0.  Williams  and  Mary  E.  Lathrop  were  united  in 
marriage.  The  lady  was  born  in  Lathrop,  that 
State,  while  her  father,  Elijah,  was  a  native  of 
Unadilln,  Otsego  County,  N.  Y.,  where  her  grand¬ 
father  was  one  of  the  pioneers  and  an  extensive 
land-owner.  Elijah  Lathrop  wont  to  the  Keystone 
State  when  a  young"  man,  where  he  met  and  mar¬ 
ried  Jemima  Mack,  a  native  of  Connecticut.  The 
maternal  grandfather  of  Mrs.  Williams  was  named 
Elijah  Mack,  and  had  his  birth  in  Connecticut,  of 
Scotch  parents.  lie  removed  from  that  State  to 
Pennsylvania,' whore  he  purchased  a  tract  of  tim¬ 
ber  land  and  resided  until  his  decease.  The  father 
of  Mrs.  Williams  was  also  a  farmer  and  with  his 
wife  lies  buried  in  the  cemetery  in  Buckeye  near 
Lathrop, 

Our  subject  is  an  ardent  advocate  of  temperance 
principles  and  is  actively  connected  with  the  Pro¬ 
hibition  Club.  He  is  very  public-spirited  and  lib¬ 
eral,  having  improved  and  donated  Williams’ 
Park  to  that  city. 

--.^csir>Sfc-«S2^  ••••«- 

\f|  OHN  A.  JOHNSON.  The  gentleman  whose 
portrait  is  presented  on  the  opposite  page 
..  J  is  one  of  the  prominent  business  men  of 
Rockford,  having  for  eighteen  years  been 
connected  with  some  of  the  leading  enterprises  of 
the  city.  A  native  of  Sweden,  lie  was  born  in 
Jonkoping,  January  26, 1845,  and  is  a  son  of  Sam¬ 
uel  E.  and  Catrina  Johnson.  The  father  was  born 
May  13,  1820,  ami  the  mother  September  18,  1816, 
and  both  are  still  living.  They  are  kindly,  generous 
people  and  are  members  of  the  Lutheran  Church. 
They  emigrated  to  this  country  Juno  14,  1854,  i 
sailing  from  Gotten  burg  to  Liverpool,  England,  ] 
and  thence  to  the  United  States,  landing  August  j 
20,  in  Philadelphia,  whore  they  resided  two  years,  j 
In  May,  1857,  they  removed  to  Chicago,  and  after-  J 


ward  went  to  Kane  County,  Ill.,  settling  on  a  farm 
between  St.  Charles  and  Elgin.  December  29, 
1863,  the  father  enlisted  in  Company  B,  Seven¬ 
teenth  Illinois  Cavalry,  and  served  with  valor  un¬ 
til  he  was  honorably  discharged,  September  10, 
1665. 

Our  subject  is  the  eldest  of  the  throe  sons  of 
the  family  yet  living.  One  brother,  Charles  A., 
married  Miss  Matilda  Johnson  and  is  foreman  in 
one  of  the  departments  of  the  Elgin  Watch  Fac¬ 
tory.  William,  a  machinist  in  the  Rockford  Watch 
factory,  wedded  Anna  Sandinc.  The  first  nine 
years  of  his  life  our  subject  spent  in  his  native 
land,  after  which  he  came  with  his  parents  to 
America,  II  is  education  was  acquired  in  the  pub¬ 
lic  schools,  after  which  he  learned  the  trade  of  a 
mechanic  with  his  father,  who  is  a  successful  gun¬ 
smith,  as  well  as  farmer,  lie  then  worked  at  model 
and  pattern  making  in  Elgin  for  a  time,  and  in 
September,  1868,  entered  the  watch  factory  of  that 
city.  In  1872,  he  went  to  Chicago,  where  he  was 
employed  by  the  Cornell  Watch  Company  until 
April,  1874,  when  he  arrived  in  Rockford,  where 
he  has  since  made  his  home. 

Since  coming  to  this  city,  Mr.  Johnson  was 
joined  in  wedlock  with  Miss  Ida  Trusbury,  March 
16,  1886.  She  was  born  in  Pecatonica,  September  22. 
1856,  .rad  spent  her  maidenhood  days  in  this  county. 
Her  parents,  Adam  and  Johanna  Trusbury1,  are  na¬ 
tives  of  Sweden,  and  now  reside  in  Rockford, 
where  they  are  surrounded  by  all  the  comforts  of 
life.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Johnson  are  pleasantly  lo¬ 
cated  in  a  nice  residence  at  No.  503  South  Second 
Street,  aud  their  home  is  brightened  by  the  pres¬ 
ence  of  their  daughter,  Beulah  B. 

In  politics,  Mr.  Johnson  is  a  stalwart  Republi¬ 
can,  warmly  advocating  the  principles  of  that 
party  although  he  has  never  been  an  office-seeker. 
In  1874,  on  the  organization  of  the  Rockford 
Watch  Company,  he  became  one  of  its  employes, 
signing  a  contract  with  them  for  live  years,  aud 
is  the  only  one  that  has  now  been  continuously 
with  tire  company  during  those  eighteen  years. 
He  now  occupies  the  position  of  master  mechanic 
jin (1  is  one  of  the  stockholders,  lie  also  owns  in¬ 
terests  in  other  enterprises,  including  the  Rockford 
Manufacturing  Company, of  which  he  is  President. 
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He  is  a  stockholder  and  director  of  the  Forest 
City  Furniture  Company,  a  stockholder  and  Vice- 
president  of  the  Home  Building  and  Loan  Asso¬ 
ciation  and  of  the  Excelsior  Furniture  Company. 

Since  coming  to  Rockford,  Mr.  Johnson  has 
been  one  of  its  leading  and  influential  Swedish 
business  men  and  is  well  and  favorably  known  for 
his  progressive  and  enterprising  spirit  and  the  up¬ 
right  life  which  he  has  led.  lie  may  well  be  termed 
a  self-made  man  for  ho  started  out  in  the  world 
empty-handed  and  has  by  his  own  efforts  over¬ 
come  all  the  obstacles  and  disadvantages  in  his 
patli  and  worked  his  way  upward  to  a  position  of 
which  he  may  well  be  proud. 

SL^ENRY  FISH.  Now  in  the  twilight  of  a 
fl  well-spent  life,  this  gentleman  is  living  re- 
/AWv  tired  at  his  pleasant  homestead  in  Manches- 
(j|y)  ter  Township,  Boone  County.  A  life  filled 
with  varied  and  ofttimes  thrilling  incidents — his 
birthplace  in  Edinburg,  Scotland,  his  childhood 
and  earljr  manhood  passed  in  England,  and  his 
mature  years  amid  the  primeval  scenes  of  an  un¬ 
cultivated  and  uncivilized  country,  where  Ind¬ 
ians  and  wild  game  abounded  and  few  improve¬ 
ments  had  been  made— the  record  of  sue!)  a  life,  if 
told  in  its  completeness,  would  make  a  volume  of 
interesting  reading.  It  is  not  our  privilege  to 
place  it  before  our  readers  in  its  entirety.  As  wo 
may  not  follow  every  curve  of  a  river,  but  can 
only  trace  its  general  outlines  from  its  source  to 
the  sea,  so  while  we  may  not  narrate  every  incident 
in  the  life  of  Mr.  Fish,  we  can,  notwithstanding,  re¬ 
late  the  principal  events  •which  have  marked  and 
characterized  ills  career. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  William  Fish,  was 
born  in  England,  and  married  Miss  Catherine  Chis¬ 
holm,  a  native  of  Inverness,  in  tho  Highlands  of 
Scotland.  For  twenty-one  years  he  was  a  soldier 
in  the  Scotch  army,  participating  in  many  heavy 
engagements  and  experiencing  all  the  hardships  of 
active  service  under  the  British  flag.  His  wife  ac¬ 
companied  him  on  his  marches,  and  was  in  Egypt 
with  him.  On  one  occasion,  when  the  army  was 
surprised  at  breakfast  and  compelled  to  march  at 


once,  in-  the  hasty  breaking  up  of  camp  she  wins 
left  behind  with  her  infant  child,  and  followed  on 
foot.  Fortunately,  she  was  overtaken  by  an  officer, 
who  kindly  took  the  child  with  him,  while  she  fol¬ 
lowed  on  foot  for  three  days  before  she  came  up 
to  the  army,  stopping  at  night  at  the  most  con 
venient  place.  One  night  she  was  refused  lodgings 
in  an  inn,  and,  thinking  she  could  sleep  near  by, 
lay  down  for  the  night  under  the  sign.  In  the 
morning,  to  her  surprise,  she  found  she  had  slept 
by  the  post,  and  beneath  the  corpse  on  the  gibbet. 

A  life  pensioner  of  the  English  Government, 
Mr.  Fish.  Sr.,  attained  an  advanced  age  and  died 
in  Norfolk  County,  England,  when  nearly  an  oc¬ 
togenarian,  His  wife  passed  away  in  England  in 
the  year  1842.  Their  family  comprised  the  fol¬ 
lowing  children;  Neil,  Archibald,  Henry,  .Tames, 
Alexander,  Kate,  Ann  and  Mary.  Henry  was  born 
in  Edinburg,  Scotland,  in  1807,  and  passed  his 
childhood  in  England.  There  he.  learned  the  trade 
of  a  carpenter,  and  was  employed  by  Sir  Jacob 
Astley.  When,  about  twenty-one  years  old,  ho  was 
married,  in  May,  1829,  to  Mias  Elizabeth  Ik  Cooper, 
of  England,  and  they  lived  together  in  mutual 
heipfulnoss  until  death  called  the  loving  wife 
hence,  March  5,  1890,  at  the  age  of  eighty- throe. 

In  1831,  accompanied  by  kis  wife  and  two  chil¬ 
dren,  Mr.  Fish  emigrated  to  the  United  Slates, 
landing  in  New  York  after  a  voyage  of  six  weeks. 
He  worked  at  his  trade  for  a  few  years  in  Now 
York  and  Utica,  and  then,  homesick  for  a  sight  of 
his  Miitivo  land,  and  in  poor  health,  ho  returned  to 
England  and  visited  for  about  one  year.  Shortly 
after  his  return  to  this  country,  he  resolved  to 
seek  a  home  in  the  Far  West,  and,  with  his  wife  and 
children,  came  to  Illinois  in  November,  1843,  the 
journey  being  made  by  canal  and  lake  to  Chicago, 
and  thence  by  open  wagon  to  Manchester.  Arriving 
here,  ho  paid  William  Clark  $150  for  the  claim 
which  he  lmd  pre-empted  on  section  10,  and  at 
once  went  to  the  land  office,  secured  a  deed,  and 
settled  on  the  place. 

The  years  that  have  come  and  gone  since  settle¬ 
ment  was  made  on  tho  farm  have  brought  their 
sorrows  and  joys,  their  prosperity  and  adversity, 
their  sunshine  and  clouds,  but  through  thorn  all 
they  have  been  sustained  by  mutual  love  and  de- 
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"v olson.  A  large  family  of  children  gathered 
around  the  li reside,  and  ten  of  the  number  still 
survive,  namely:  Henry,  Edmund  Y.,  William  0., 
Elizabeth,  Archibald  C.,  Cyrus,  Alexander  «).,  Mary 
A.,  Caroline  R.  and  Franklin  B.,  the  last  three 
named  having  been  born  in  Illinois.  One  son  and 
one  daughter  are  buried  in  New  York.  Four  of 
the  sons  are  unmarried,  but  the  others  have  estab¬ 
lished  homes  of  their  own.  Mr,  Fish  is  justly 
proud  of  his  children,  his  fourteen  grandchildren 
and  four  great-grandchildren. 

Elizabeth  married  William  File,  of  Canada,  who 
died  in  1881),  leaving  one  son  and  three  daughters, 
all  of  whom  are  married.  In  the  spring  of  1890, 
Mrs.  File  came  to  the  old  home  to  care  for  her 
father,  who  has  been  considerably  troubled  of  late 
years  with  rheumatism  and  is  now  In  feeble  health. 
Her  children  arc:  Rebecca  E.,  who  married  Alpheus 
C.  Barker,  a  fanner  near  Belvidcre;  Eugenia  E., 
who  married  Edwin  Collins,  Of  Kahsas;  William 
Edward,  who  married  Janette  Patterson  and  culti¬ 
vates  his  mother’s  farm  in  Manchester  Township; 
and  Josephine,  the  wife  of  John  E.  Wells,  who  re¬ 
sides  on  the  old  homestead  and  is  operating  its 
one  hundred  and:  fifty-five  acres.  In  his  political 
belief,  Mr.  Fish  was  first  a  Whig  and  later  a  Re¬ 
publican,  lie  cast  his  vote  for  William  Henry 
Harrison  for  President  and  one  of  his  most  highly- 
prized  souvenirs  is  the  badge  which  lie  wore  at  the 
funeral  of  that  great  general. 

~~  ~ 

EON  ARD  S.  LONG  COR  was  born  in  Belvi- 

I  p  dero,  111.,  August  22,  1815.  His  father, 
jJOSj  Samuel,  was  born  in  Dundee,  Yates  C  unity, 
N,  Y.,  October  25,  1813.  His  grandfather,  who. 
likewise  bore  the  name  of  Leonard,  was  a  native  of 
New  York,  and  spent  his  entire  life  in  his  native 
State,  where  he  followed  the  occupation  of  a 
farmer.  He  married  Miss  Ann  Thompson,  who 
was  born  in  New  York, and  was  of  Scotch  descent. 
Mrs.  Lougcor  became  a  widow,  and  was  married  a 
second  time,  and  with  her  lmsbaud, Melvin  Sehcnek, 
removed  to  Illinois,  They  were  among  the  first 
members  of  the  First  Baptist  Church  of  Belvidcre, 


and  spent  their  declining  years  in  Belvidere  Town¬ 
ship.  Anton  Longcor,  the  great-grandfather  of 
the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was  a  native  of  Ger¬ 
many,  and  there  married  a  Miss  Strubles.  On  coin¬ 
ing  to  America,  they  settled  in  New  York  State. 

Samuel  Longcor,  father  of  Leonard  S.,  was  mar¬ 
ried  to  Miss  Malinda  Smith,  January  7,  1835.  In 
1810,  he  came  to  Illinois,  accompanied  by  bis  wife 
an  d  three  children ,  coni  in  g  via  the  Lakes  to  Detroit, 
at  which  point  lie  bought  a  team  and  pursued  the 
rest  of  the  journey  overland  to  Boone  County.’ At 
that  time  Belvidcre  was  but  a  small  liamlet.  Being 
a  practical  mechanic,  Mr.  Longcor  at  once  engaged 
in  the  manufacture  of  wagons,  and  later,  of  car¬ 
riages.  After  a  few  years  lie  turned  his  attention 
exclusively  to  the  manufacture  of  steel  plows. 

In  the  early  history  of  Illinois,  there  were  'fio 
plows  that  would  scour  in  the  difficult  prairie  soil. 
Being  possessed  of  an  inventive  genius,  Mr.  Long¬ 
cor,  after  repeated  efforts,  invented  a  plow  which 
proved  a  complete  success.  The  superiority  of  liis 
plow,  which  was  called  the  ‘‘Diamond  Plow,”  be¬ 
came  widely  known.  lie  was  awarded  a  silver 
medal  at  the  Mechanics’  Institute,  held  in  Chicago 
in  1852,  for  the  best  stirring  plow.  "While  &  resi¬ 
dent  of  the  State  of  New  York,  he  was  elected  an 
ollicer  of  the  State  militia.  His  commission,  which 
bears  the  date  of  September  1,  1836,  and  the  silver 
medal  are  highly  prized  as  heirlooms.  lie  has  al¬ 
ways  been  a  public  spirited  citizen,  and  in  bis  busi¬ 
ness  life,  lias  ever  had  the  confidence  of  his  ac¬ 
quaintances. 

In  the  early  days  of  Belvidere,  Mr.  Longcor 
aided  greatly  in  the  erection  of  a  Methodist  Church 
edifice.  A  few  years  ago  he  made  a  gift  to  the 
city  Of  Belvidere  of  a  valuable  building  lot,  upon 
which  was  erected  the.  present  city  ball,  which  is 
used  for  council  meetings,  public  library  and  post- 
ofiice.  January  4,  1849,  lie  was  made  a  Master 
Mason,  and  has  ever  since  been  a  highly  respected 
member  of  Belvidere  Lodge  No.  60,  F.  A  A.  M. 
For  the  past  few  years  he  has  lived  a  retired  life. 
His  wife  was  born  in  .Steuben  County,  N.  Y.,  April 
14,  1814,  and  died  in  Belvidere,  August  21,  1891. 
She  reared  nine  children,  namely:  Addison  N., 
Ann,  Mary,  Leonard  S.,  John  C.,  Jane,  Sarah,  Kate 
and  Lydia. 


L01‘8Wl'  eulisted  in  Company 
liftcux^h  huaois  Infantry,  early  in  1861,  and 

company,  for  nmo  months.  In  1862,  ho  was  do- 
.^od.^tlio  Adjutant  (v  f01.  tll0  rcc^tit 
«v,ce  s„„„  after  ife  tattle  of  Shiloh, 
oidered  to  join  his  regiment.  He,  participator!*. 

5  £2T  °f  °0,l,“h**,,d  til0  >"*»•  of  the  liatohio! 

H„  *  “  “a"y  olbllr  engagements,  and  died  iu 

the  service  at  Waterford,  Miss,,  January  5  J863 

auheageo  Uventy-seven  years.  Jane  L«.g0„r 
died  September  20,  1885.  ° 

Leonard  S.  Longcor,  the  subject  of  this  sketch 
9  'mS  bT  aad  educated  >’»  Belvidere,  where  hoVf- 
toward  engaged  in  business  with  his  father,  whose 

Ta  1“  f  :f  “e  “***  «•  ™t»oc«f 

as  a  nmnufaetiirer  of  steel  plows  a  f»„r 
later  Do  tamed  U,  attention  to  his  present  bT 
ness,  that  of  rcnhestate  and  lows.  J„n0  S8 
.0  was  ”>arHed  in  Belv  idem,  to  Miss  Jaiiet  (},’  Tick-’ 

z i’x-  t  in  Ju; , 

<£%%££■  »«' 

ncoticut.  Mn.  Harriet  L.  TicknorheMmo  a  widow 
rteh  :niV°r  ',OTSra0,,d  husband  Joseph  (io„d- 

ThCJ'  ™>°™I  ‘0  Illinois  , 

dre?ritf'wnrirTS'  r'r,f"  "aV0  lm  «<•«• 

fs77  w  if  “  <,a'«,lte'  S'l'temhcr  2, 

wester,.  Jlditeryltd^  ' 

and  w*  eiectod  President  of  the  e„ l  'c,  !’ 
]?:d,tet1„,wlthhig,,h„„„reinl8!)2.  IIia',.oq 

Second  in  deportment. 

m  Warrant  as  steffoiiicer,  with  renk  of  Servant- 

Scholarship  in  Wheaton  College  for  i„Vh,  , 
cord  in  scholarship.  b  ’  *01  lnghest  re' 

Best  record  in  marksmanship  of  tho  , 

***  MT-fco  0)lt  OfVp^C1" 

Diploma,  classical  course.  “  y‘ 


in  best' 

Gold  modal,  f„,.  highest  record  in  scholarship 

jiu- 

Forest  0,“>„m°ty.,fr''rat  ,lttad->'‘“taWy  n*. 

Good  for  Lieut.  Will,  T,  Longoor! 

Brevet°T  k.  !***>  °°V'  Wt*  him 

Bieyet  Lieutenant,  Illinois  State  Militia.  The  f  ! 

lowing  letter  speaks  for  itself: 

Tlcadquai  tors  Northwestern  Military  Academy 

^  AprU  1S’ lf^ 

™s  Z£ Sorgtm  JSSr^S  Willard 

signed  to  Commund™  Y  lfr  Babt}lll0u> ;i!ld  «s- 
thiuk  ho  has  fairly  earned  |)V  f:  ft  P  !lco  whiclj  ! 
duet,  loyalty  to  the  /antlomftll|y  con- 

Tours  truly,  '  ) 

H.  P.  Davimkk,  Col.  and  Bros. 


gUGl^T  HAKGG,  Superintendent  of  the 
!  Works  and  President 


r  Y:*uve  Wovks  President 
w'lnv'  jXC0  SlOt'  Bhrniture  Company,  of 

r:r2r='-==.-:= 

Sweden.  °  1  Ulw  C0lllltlT  «»d  «vo  in 

August  Ilaegg  was  just  of  wm  wjin„  hn  ,  ,  , 

after  looatten.?KoekC°lhe‘7  “S,10r,,y' 

wi«.  .he  g^o  “;,Yr^r„rrr 
ZZZT 

tory  and'has  filled  that  positll,  for  SfiL"  Of  I“n’ 
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years.  He  has  under  him  one  hundred  and  fifty 
employes  and  is  a  man  abundantly  qualified  for 
that  position.  He  is  a  practical  glove-maker,  as 
well  as  tanner,  and  all  the  goods  are  made  from 
stock  that  is  tanned  at  this  place.  The  business  is 
located  at  the  corner  of  Peach  and  Wyman  Streets, 
and  is  a  flourishing  institution.  He  is  also  inter¬ 
ested  in  other  enterprises  and  is  a  Director  and 
stockholder  of  the  Building  and  Loan  Association, 
incorporated  in  1888,  with  a  capital  of  $8,000,000. 

The  original  of  this  sketch  was  one  of  the  first 
of  the  family  to  conic  to  the  United  States,  he  and 
his  brother,  Otto  W.,  having  emigrated  here  in  the 
spring  of  1809,  and  in  this  country  the  former 
learned  the  business  he  is  now  following.  lie  was 
married,  in  Rockford,  to  Miss  Christina  L.  Jcrn- 
berg,  who  was  born  in  North  Sweden  and  came 
to  this  country  in  1860,  with  her  parents,  who  set¬ 
tled  in  Michigan  for  a  short  time.  Later  they 
came  to  Rockford  and  hero  the  father,  J.  E.  Jorn- 
berg,  died.  The  mother  is  still  living.  (For  fur¬ 
ther  particulars  of  the  parents  sec  sketch  of  Gus 
Jernberg.)  Mrs.  Haegg  was  educated  principally 
in  Michigan  and  is  a  lady  of  more  than  ordinary 
ability.  To  Mr  and  Mrs.  Ilaegg  have  been  born 
two  children:  Norma  A.  and  Henry  E.  In  politics, 
Mr.  Ileagg  supports  the  views  of  the  Republican 
party.  He  and  Ins  wife  are  worthy  members  of 
the  Swedish  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 


in  securing  his  early  education.  Many  of  his  ser¬ 
mons  were  placed  in  the  Rev.  Dr.  Sprague’s  “Annals 
of  the  American  pulpit,”  which  are  noted  for  their 
logic  and  intelligence.  The  wife  of  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Wells  was  an  English  lady,  Jane  Ilaneox,  who  died 
at  her  home  in  Brattleboro,  Vt.,  at  an  advanced 
age. 

The  father  of  our  Subject,  Alfred  Wells,  was 
born  in  Worcestershire,  England,  and  was  the  sev  - 
entli  in  a  family  of  eight  children,  all  of  whom 
were  born  in  England,  reared  in  this  country,  and 
are  now  deceased.  Alfred  became  a  farmer  of 
Mexico,  N.  Y.,  and  died  at  his  home  in  that  place 
in  his  sixty-sixth  year.  He  was  a  prominent  citi¬ 
zen  of  the  community,  and  highly  respected.  He 
wedded  Mary  Childs,  a  native  of  New  York,  who 
survived  her  husband  a  few  years,  and  departed 
this  life  in  Mexico.  In  the  family  were  six  chil¬ 
dren,  but  our  subject  and  a  sister  living  in  Mexico, 
N.  Y.,  are  now  the  Only  surviving  members. 

Alfred  P.  Wells,  whose  name  heads  this  record, 
was  married  in  Massachusetts,  to  Miss  Martha  Kil- 
bourn,  wlio  was  born,  reared  and  educated  in  Berk¬ 
shire  County,  that  State.  By  this  union  have  been 
born  five  children,  all  yet  living:  Martha  F.,  a 
stenographer  and  cashier  in  a  wholesale  house  of 
Chicago;  Fred  K.,  a  member  of  and  book-keeper 
for  a  gas  stove  manufacturing  company  of  Chi¬ 
cago,  wedded  Miss  Anna  Ilausler;  Ellen  M.  is  the 
wife  of  William  J.  Burr,  of  the  firm  of  Burr  Broth¬ 
ers,  leading  grocers  of  Rockford;  Julia  F.  and  E. 
Howard  are  at  home. 


LFREI)  P.  WELLS,  Secretary  and  Treas- 
urcr  of  the  George  S.  Haskell  Seed  Com- 
JljM  pany,  is  a  native  of  the  Empire  State,  but 
was  educated  in  Vermont,  Connecticut, 
and  at  Cambridge,  Mass.  The  family  is  of  Eng¬ 
lish  descent.  His  grandfather,  the  Rev.  William 
Wells,  was  a  native  of  England,  and  a  dissenter 
from  the  English  Church.  In  1798,  with  his  wife 
and  children,  ho  emigrated  to  this  country,  settling 
in  Brattleboro,  Vt.,  where  ho  continued  in  active 
service  as  a  minister  for  twenty  years,  and  there 
made  bis  home  until  his  death  in  1827,  at  the  age 
of  eighty-three.  Ho  was  a  personal  friend  of  the 
well-known  Priestly,  and  was  assisted,  by  the 
well-known  English  philanthropist,  John  Howard, 


Mr.  Wells  has  had  a  varied  experience  as  a  mer¬ 
chant,  book-keeper  and  banker,  lie  came  to  Rock¬ 
ford  twenty-three  years  ago,  and  the  first  year  of 
his  residence  here  he  was  connected  with  the  Rock¬ 
ford  Woolen  Mills.  From  the  spring  of  1871  un¬ 
til  the  fall  of  1876,  he  was  assistant  cashier  of  the 
Rockford  National  Bank,  and  in  1877  was  elected 
City  Clerk,  which  olliee  lie  filled  for  two  years. 
During  the  succeeding  four  years,  he  was  cashier  of 
the  Emerson,  Talcott  Manufacturing  Company,  and 
in  1888,  became  connected  with  Mr.  Haskell  in  the 
seed  business.  Mr.  Haskell  had  carried  on  trade  in 
that  line  since  1865,  and  in  1889,  when  the  Haskell 
Seed  Company  was  organized,  was  made  President, 
holding  the  office  until  his  death.  lie  was  a  native 
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of  tliis  city,  and  a  man  of  prominence  here  for 
many  years.  He  was  particularly  well  known  in 
the  seed  trade  all  over  the  country,  and  for  nearly 
fifteen  years  did  an  almost  exclusive  wholesale 
trade.  As  before  stately  the  company  was  organ¬ 
ized  in  1889,  with  a  capital  stock  of  $30,000.  Mr. 
Wells  then  became  a  stockholder,  and  was  elected 
Secretary  and  Treasurer,  and, since  the  death  of  Mr. 
Haskell,  has  also  been  manager.  This  is  one  of  the 
leading  industries  of  the  city,  and  the  business  is 
now. in  a  thriving  condition. 

Mr.  Wells  is  also  interested  in  other  concerns,  is 
one  of  the  directors  of  the  Forest  City  Insurance 
Company,  also  of  the  Rockford  Silver  Plate  Com¬ 
pany,  is  a  stockholder  of  the  Rockford  Electric 
Manufacturing  Company,  which  manufactures  elec¬ 
tric  machinery,  and  is  connected  with  other  lead¬ 
ing  industries.  He  is  a  well-known  business  man 
of  sterling  worth,  and  his  public  and  private  life 
are  alike  above  reproach.  He  holds  membership 
with  the  Star  of  the  East  Lodge  No.  166,  of  Rock¬ 
ford,  and  he  and  his  wife  attend  the  Christian 
Union  Church.  V 

'S^j^OBERT  F.  ARDERY,  one  of  tbe  ent^vpris- 
Inu  and  progressive  agriculturists  of  fLe  Roy 
M  Township,  Boone  County,  is  pro  owner  of 
two  hundred  and  seventy  sieves  of  arable 
land.  He  devotes  the  greater  portion  of  hik  time 
to  the  raising  of  cereals,  hapfbstiug  as  high  as 
three  thousand  bushels  of  oats  and  four  thousand 
bushels  of  corn  per  year.  He  keeps  a  dairy  of 
twenty-five  cows  and  has  about  fifteen  head  of  a 
good  breed  of  horses  on  his  place.  ' 

Born  in  Ogdensburg,  N.  Y.,  July  28,  1848,  our 
subject  is  the  son  of  James  Ardery,  who  had  his 
birth  on  the  Atlantic  ocean  while  en  route  to  the 
New  World  from  England.  The  grandparents  of 
our  subject  were  of  English  and  Scotch-Irish  de¬ 
scent  respectively,  and  came  to  America  in  1807. 
They  were  farmers  and  reared  a  family  of  two 
daughters  and  two  sons,  living  to  attain  a  ripe  old 
age.  The  mother  passed  away  in  1854  or  1855, 
when  very  old.  ' 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  a  weaver  by  trade 


which  was  the  business  of  his  father,  but  later  in 
life  became  a  fanner  in  St.  Lawrence  County, N.  Y. 
The  lady  whom  ho  chose  as  his  wife  was  Agnes 
Montgomery,  also  a  native  of  Ogdensburg,  N.  Y.} 
and  who,  in  1852,  accompanied  her  husband  to 
McHenry  County,  this  State.  The  older  Mr.  Ardery 
purchased  eighty  acres  of  land  in  McHenry  County, 
on  which  they  settled  and  resided  until  1858,  in 
which  year  the  father  went  to  California  in  com¬ 
pany  with  ftMr.Kibby,foi"  whom  ho  drove  a  num¬ 
ber  of  horses  and  a  herd  of  horned  cattle.  They 
were  on  the  way  from  May  until  October,  during 
which  time  they  had  a  pleasant  and  successful  trip. 
Mr.  Ardery  bought  a  vineyard  in  the  Golden  State 
and  in  1861  was  joined  by  his  family.  They  had 
sold  their  farm  in  Illinois,  and  resided  in  Califor¬ 
nia,  where  the  mother  died,  in  June,  1889,  and  the 
father  followed  to  the  land  beyond  the  next  Octo¬ 
ber,  the  latter  being  in  his  eighty-fourth  year. 

.  Of  the  ten  children  comprising  the  parental 
family,  seven  were  living  at  the  death  of  their  par¬ 
ents,  viz:  George  M.;  Margaret,  Mrs.  George  R. 
Ford,  wh°  died  in  San  Francisco,  in  February,  1891, 
leaving  one  son;  our  subject  was  the  next  in 
order  of  birth;  Alex  M.,  who  resides  at  Carson 
City,  Nev.,  is  a  train  dispatcher  and  the  master 
of  transportation;  James  resides  at  Virginia  City, 
Nev,,  where  ho  is  an  engineer  among  the  silver 
mines;  Agnes,  and  Sarah.  Those  deceased  are 
William,  who  died  in  Nevada,  in  1872;  Eliza, Mrs. 
S.  W.  Hammond,  whose  decease  occurred  in  Blaine, 
this  State,  in  1888,  and  John,  who  passed  away  at 
Capron, in  1887.  > 

He  of  whom  wc  wjute  accompanied  his  parents 
on  their  removal  to  California,  and  attended  school 
atFlacervillc  until  lie  was  seventeen  years  of  age. 
He  then  left  home  and  worked  on  a  peach  ranch 
for  a  year  and  a  half,  for  which  ho  received  $20 
per  month.  On  account  of  ague,  however,  he  re¬ 
turned  to  Plneervillo,  and,  in  .December,  1866,  in 
company  with  his  brother  John,  made  his  way  back 
to  Illinois  via  the  Nicaragua  route,  He  rode  across 
the  Isthmus  on  a  donkey,  which  he  found  to  bo  a 
very  slow  and  tedious  way  of  traveling,  and  did 
not  even  stop  to  pluck  the  tropical  fruits  which 
hung  in  tempting  clusters  from  the  trees,  lie  ar¬ 
rived  in  Capron  January  16,  1867,  and  the  fol- 
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lowing  fall  went  to  Boloit  to  learn  the  machinist 
trade  of  0.  E.  Merrill  A  Co.  Having  mastered 
that  line  of  work,  in  December,  1869,  he  returned 
to  Virginia  City1,  Nev.,  and  there  followed  his  trade 
for  six  years,  during  which  time  he  was  very  suc¬ 
cessful,  being  engineer  for  the  Bonanza  mine  the 
entire  period. 

In  the  fall  of  1874,  Mr.  Ardery  of  this  sketch 
returned  by  way  of  the  railroad  to  Blaine,  this 
State,  and  the  succeeding  year  purchased  one  hun¬ 
dred  and  ninety  acres  of  land,  for  which  lie  paid 
$8,650  in  cash,  the  most  of  which  he  made  while 
plying  his  trade  in  the  West.  The  lady  to  whom 
our  subject  was  pjarried,  February  21,  1877,  was 
Miss  Ella,  daughter  of  Philo  and  Diana  (Head) 
Conyes.  She  was  born  in  Le  Roy  Township,  while 
her  parents  had  their  birth  in  Genesee  County, 
N.  Y.;  they  are  now  living  retired  in  Capron  where 
they  are  elassod  among  the  well-to-do  citizens.  The 
two  children  born  to  our  subject  and  his  wife  are 
Claude  Earl,  who  bad  his  birth  October  27,  1879, 
and  Alta,  who  was  born  November  4,  1888. 

Mr.  Ardery  for  a  period  of  seven  years  served 
as  Assessor  of  this  township,  and  was  elected  to  be 
Supervisor  in  1892.  Ho  is  a  Republican  in  politics, 
and,  in  social  matters,  a  Master  Mason,  Knight 
Templar  and  Odd  Fellow.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ardery 
visited  California  in  1887,  when  they  had  a  most 
enjoyable  and  profitable  trip.  He  is  a  gentleman 
whose  character  and  abilities  give  him  the  respect 
of  the  community,  and  his  enterprise  and  progres¬ 
sive  ideas  place  him  in  the  front  rank  among 
business  men. 


JJ  OHN  ALLEN.  There  is  scarcely  a  line  of 
busiuoss  that  is  not  represented  in  Rockford^ 
where  commercial  and  manufacturing  en¬ 
terprises  seem  equally  prominent.  The 
business  in  which  the  subject  of  this  sketch  is  en¬ 
gaged  is  that  of  the  manufacture  of  artificial  stone, 
in,  which  branch  he  has  been  more  than  ordinarily 
successful.  A  native  of  England,  Mr.  Allen  was 
born  in  the  village  of  Probus,  Cornwall  County, 
England,  October  8, 182 1,  where  his  father,  Thomas, 


and  his  grandfather,  Henry  Allen,  were  natives. 
The  latter-named  gentleman  was  a  stonemason  by 
trade  and  spent  his  entire  life  in  Probus. 

The  father  of  our  subject  also  followed  the  trade 
of  a  stonemason,  and  died  in  his  native  town  in 
1841,  He  had  married  Margaret  Seeomb,  the 
daughter  of  Samuel  and,  Joanna  Seeomb.  She  de¬ 
parted  this  life  in  Probus,  of  which  place  she  was 
a  native,  in  1843. 

The  parental  family  included  ten  children,  viz.: 
Samuel,  Elizabeth,  Mary,  John,  Mary  2d,  Henry, 
Emma,  Edwin,  Richard  and  'William.  Samuel, 
Elizabeth,  John, Edwin,  William,  Emma, Mary,  and 
Richard,  all  came  to  America  and  made  their  home 
in  the  Prairie  State.  Samuel  served  during  the 
late  war  as  a  member  of  Company  D,  Seventy- 
fourth  Illinois  Infantry,  and  was  killed  in  the  bat¬ 
tle  of  Little  Fort,  S.  C.;  the  other  members  of  the 
family  are  still  living. 

John  Allen  was  reared  in  his  native  land  and, 
learning  his  father’s  trade,  was  employed  in  that 
line  of  work  until  1849,  when  on  the  4th  of  June 
he  set  sail  from  Falmouth,  with  his  wife  and  four 
children,  in  the  vessel  “Priscilla.”  The  party 
landed  at  Quebec  after  a  voyage  of  seven  weeks, 
and  from  that  place  came  directly  to  Illinois,  via 
the  St.  Lawrence  River  to  Montreal,  and  then  by 
way  of  land  to  Kingston,  where  the}'  embarked  on 
a  lake  vessel  which  conveyed  them  to  Queenstown 
Heights.  From  there  they  went  to  Niagara  Falls, 
by  boat  to  Buffalo,  and  then  by  way  of  the  Lakes  to 
Chicago,  from  which  city  they  came  overland  to 
Rockford,  whieh  latter  trip  consumed  three  days. 
On  lvis  arrival  in  this  city,  our  subject  at  once 
found  work  at  his  trade,  and  after  being  in  the 
employ  of  a  gentleman  for  three  months,  started 
in  business  for  himself  as  a  contractor.  In  August, 
1862,  lie  enlisted  in  Company  C,  Seventy-fourth 
Illinois  Infantry,  and  going  South  with  his  regi¬ 
ment,  served  his  country  until  the  spring  of  1863, 
when  he  was  honorably  discharged  on  account  of 
disability. 

Returning  from  the  war,  Mr.  Allen,  as  soon  as 
able,  resumed  business  as  a  contractor.  The  past 
few  years,  however,  lie  has  been  engaged  in  the 
manufacture  of  artificial  stone,  which  is  used  in 
the  construction  of  the  fronts  of  buildings,  side- 


230  PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


walks,  etc.  He  is  doing  an  extensive  business  in 
that  line,  from  which  he  reaps  a  handsome  income. 

John  Allen  and  Miss  JaneWlubford  were  united 
in  marriage  in  1843..  The  lady  is  a  native  of  the 
same  parish  as  is  our  subject,  and  has  borne  her 
husband  four  children,  living:  Celia,  Mary,  Harry 
aiitr 'Charles.  The  eldest  daughter  married  Fred 
Wheat,  who  is  Assistant  Postihhster  in  Rockford 
and  has  been  connected  with  the  United  States 
Postal  Service  for  a  period  of  twenty-four  years. 


Mary  is  Mrs.  C.  B.  Sears  and  resides  in  Wyoming. 
Harry  makes  his  home  in  Rockford;  and  Charles 
in  Colorado.  Mr.  Allen  is  a  prominent  Grand 
Army  man  and  is  a  member  of  Nevius  Post  No.  1. 

RVIN  KIBBE.  This  well-to-do  agricul¬ 
turist  of  Owen  Township,  Winnebago 
i  County,  has  by  energy  and  perseverance, 
united  with  economy  and  good  judgment, 
secured  a  good  estate,  which  he  is  engaged  in  cul¬ 
tivating  in  a  most  profitable  manner.  Born  May 
25, 1827,  in  Jefferson  County,  N.  Y.,  he  is  a  son 
of  Eli  Kibbe,  also  a  native  of  that  State,  where  his 
grandfather,  according  to  the  best  information  at 
hand,  was  born  and  followed  the  occupation  of  a 
farmer. 

Eli  Kibbe  was  reared  on  a  farm  in  New  York, 
and,  on  removing  from  Jefferson  County,  lived  in 
the  vicinity  of  Canadaville  until  1835,  when  he 
went  to  Cattaraugus  County,  where  he  purchased  a 
tract  of  land  and  resided  until  the  fall  of  1844. 
At  that  date,  accompanied  by  his  wife  and  two 
children,  the  elder  Mr.  Kibbe  came  to  Illinois, 
making  the  entire  journey  with  a  team  to  Winne¬ 
bago  County.  Locating  in  what  is  now  Ilarlom 
Township,  he  resided  there  for  *a  time,  then  re¬ 
moved  to  Harrison  Township,  and  thence  to  Owen 
Township,  where  he  departed  tins  life  at  the  home 
of  our  subject.  The  maiden  name  of  his  wife  was 
Abigal  Mitchell;  she  was  born  in  Oneida  County, 
N.  Y.,  and  also  departed  this  life  at  the  home  Of  our 
subject. 

Arvin  Kibbe  came  to  Illinois  in  18 14  with  his 
parents,  at  a  time  when  the  land  in  this  vicinity 
sold  for  $1.25  per  acre.  There  being  no  railroads 


in  the  neighborhood,  the  farm  products  wore 
hauled  to  Chicago  and  Milwaukee,  the. principal 
markets.  Mr.  Kibbe  located  upon  his  prosout  farm 
in  1882,  which  his  persistent  industry  lias  brought 
to  a  good  state  of  cultivation. 

February  22,  1853,  our  subject  and  Matilda 
Steward  were  united  in  marriage.  Mrs.  Kibbe  was 
born  in  Seuthold,  Province  of  Ontario,  Canada, 
any  w.'ts  the  daughter  of  William  and  Sophia  Stew¬ 
ard,  for  a  further  history  of  whom  wo  refer  the 
ieador  to  the  sketch  Of  Alanson  Steward.  The  five 
children  comprising  the  household  of  our  subject 
and  his  wife  are  William  K.,  Laura  S.,  Charles  E., 
Eva  L.  and  Harry  E.  The  eldest  son  married  Xva 
Jones;  Laura,  who  is  the  wife  of  Edward  Turney, 
has  three  children:  Olive,  Ola  and  Ora;  Charles 
married  Annie  Bingham  and  is  the  father  of  two 
sons:  Harry  and  Earl;  Eva  is  Mrs.  John  Rice  and 
is  the  mother  of  one  daughter,  Lena;  Lula  M., 
the  youngest  child  of  our  subject,  died  July  5, 
1887,  when  fifteen  years  of  age.  Mrs.  Kibbe  is  a 
member  of  tlie  United  Brethren  Church  and,  in 
politics,  our  subject  votes  with  the  Republican 
party. 

G\  ALFRED  I5KBACK,  Superintendent  of  the 
•,  Seandia  Brick  Company,  of  Rockford,  is 
_ 1  another  worthy  American  citizen  of  Win¬ 
nebago  County.  lie  was  born  in  Sweden,  January 
2,  1848,  and  is  a  son  of  Gustaf  and  Catherine 
(llockinson)  Ekback.  Hie  parents  are  still  living 
at  the  ages  of  seventy  and  seven ty-two  years,  re¬ 
spectively.  Our  subject  is  the  second  of  five  chil¬ 
dren,  four  of  whom  are  now  living:  John,  who 
married  Miss  Jennie  Grant,  of  Rockford,  is  a 
watchman  in  the  Chick’s  Flouring  Mills;  Helen, 
wife  of  Mr.  \JurgoSQu,  who  is  in  the  service  of  the 
Street  Railway  Company  of  Chicago;  Charles,  who 
married  Abotena  Wyman,  is  employed  by  the  Seaa- 
dia  Plow  Company;  and  Sophia,  deceased,  was  the 
wife  of  John  Pherson. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  to  man¬ 
hood  upon  his  father’s  farm  and  at  the  age  of 
nineteen,  in  company  with  his  brother,  crossed  the 
Atlantic  to  America,  in  1867,  and  lias  since  made 
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his  home  in  Rockford.  lie  began  life  in  this  coun¬ 
try  ns  a  fanner  of  New  Milford  Towhsiiip,  and  to 
agricultural  pursuits  devoted  liis  energies  until 
he  embarked  in  the  manufacture  of  brick.  For 
the  past  few  years,  he  has  been  Superintendent  of 
the  Scandia  Brick  Company,  whose  factory  is  lo¬ 
cated  near  the  city  limits  of  Rockford  on  the  oast. 
They  employ  about  twenty-five  men  and  make 
about  three  million  brick  annually.  We  thus  see 
that  they  have  a  good  trade,  and  the  company  has 
been  operated  successfully  for  some  time. 

In  this  city,  Mr.  likback  led  to  the  marriage  al¬ 
tar  Miss  Emma  Lindstrom,  who  was  born  and 
reared  in  the  same  locality  as  her  husband,  and 
when  a  young  lady  came  to  this  country,  the 
fourth  of  her  family  to  cross  the  Atlantic.  She  is  a 
daughter  of  Peter  and  Martha  (Olson)  Lindstrom, 
natives  of  Smoland,  Sweden.  There  the  father 
engaged  in  farming  and  wagon-making  up  to  his 
death,  which  occurred  at  the  age  of  seventy-five 
years.  His  widow,  who  is  yet  living  on  the  old 
homestead,  is  now  about  eighty  years  of.  ago.  The 
family  were  all  members  of  the  Lutheran  Church. 
To  the  First  Lutheran  Church  of  Rockford  Mr.  and 
and  Mrs:  Ekback  both  belong,  as  do  also  their  chil¬ 
dren.  They  have  become  the  parents  of  seven  chil¬ 
dren,  one  of  whom,  Esther,  died  aged  two  years. 
Those  who  still  survive  are  Theodore,  who  is  in 
the  employ  of  the  Scandia  Brick  Company;  Anna, 
Ellen,  Esther,  Martha  and  Hilda.  In  politics,  Mr. 
Ekback  is  a  Republican,  lie  is  a  successful  busi¬ 
ness  man,  who  came  to  this  country'  empty-handed 
and  by  his  own  efforts  has  worked  his  way  upward 
until  he  is  now  possessed  of  a  comfortable  compe¬ 
tence: 


JJ'~n  AMES  J.  B  IT  R  L I N  G  A  M  E ,  a  prominent 
farmer  of  Harrison  Township,  was  born  in 
Morgan  County,  Ohio,  August  7,  ISIS.  He 
is  the  son  of  .Tosiah  Burlingame,  and  the 
grandson  of  Richard.  Burlingame,  who  was  born  at 
Situate,  R.  I.,  on  the  27 Vlh  of  March,  1794.  The 
latter's  wife  was  Patience  (Calvin)  Burlingame,  and 
they  were  the  parents  of  two  sons  and  four  daugh¬ 
ters,  all  of  whom  reached  adult  years.  When  quite 


aged  people,  Richard  Burlingame  and  his  wife 
removed  to  Ohio,  whither  their  son  Josiah  had  re¬ 
moved  when  a  young  man,  and  there  this  worthy 
old  couple  passed  away,  she  at  the  age  of  sixty- 
three,  and  he  five  years  later,  when  seventy-one 
years  of  age.  He  had  followed  agricultural  pur¬ 
suits  all  his  life.  They  were  characteristic  Quakers, 
leading  a  retired  life  and  unswerving  in  their  reli¬ 
gious  faith. 

Josiah  Burlingame  was  also  a  native  of  Rhode 
Island,  born  July  4,  1794,  but  removed  to  Morgan 
County,  Ohio,  when  a  young  man,  or  about  1814, 
and  was  one  of  the  earliest  pioneers.  His  wife, 
whose  maiden  name  was  Sarah  Noble,  and  who  was 
born  October  13,  1793,  of  the  marriage  of  John 
and  Martini  (Hindman)  Noble,  came  with  her  par¬ 
ents  to  Morgan  County  about  the  same  time.  They 
were  soon  married  and  commenced  housekeeping 
in  the  woods.  Both  were  well  educated  and  Mr. 
Burlingame  taught  school  from  1814  until  1850, 
being  considered  a  very  successful  educator.  He 
had  studied  medicine  and  surgery  but  was  too 
sensitive  and  nervous  to  succeed  at  the  latter, 
though  he  did  assist  in  many  amputations.  With 
much  hard  work  and  labor  on  his  part  and  that  of 
his  estimable  wife,  lie  succeeded  in  clearing  three 
hundred  acres  of  the  heavy  timber  with  which  the 
farm  was  covered,  and  one  hundred  acres  of  this  is 
considered  the  best  of  the  fertile  bottom  lands.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Burlingame  reared  twelve  children,  nine 
sons  and  three  daughters,  to  become  heads  of  fam¬ 
ilies.  Two  daughters — Sarah,  who  married  Samuel 
Hull,  and  Mary,  the  wife  of  George  Tuttle — died 
when  about  fifty  years  of  age,  and  each  left  two 
children.  A  son,  Samuel,  was  killed  by  the  oars, 
as  was  also  his  wife,  while  walking  on  the  railroad 
track.  They  were  sixty-eight  and  seventy  years 
of  age,  respectively.  Two  sons  were  in  the  Civil 
War.  Of  this  family  there  are  still  living  eight 
j  sons  and  one  daughter:  Stephen,  bom  June  1, 1816, 
a  farmer  of  Indiana;  James  J.,  our  subject;  Charles, 
born  in  1821,  an  attorney  in  St.  Charles  County, 
Mo.;  Serrel,  bom  in  February,  1825,  a  surveyor  for 
many  years  in  Nebraska;  Jabez,  bom  in  September, 
1826,  a  fanner  of  Warren  County,  Iowa;  George 
W.,  bom  January  81,  1829,  a  merchant  in  sight  of 
the  old  home  in  Ohio;  Benjamin  F.,  bom  iu  Octo- 
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her,  1830,  a  farmer  and  a  shoo  merchant  in  the 
same  town  as  George  W.;  and  Lydia,  bom  Eebru- 
ary  15,  1837,  who  married  James  Warren,  ofNoble 
County,  Noble  Township,  Ohio,  both  county  and 
township  being  named  for  Grandfather  Noble. 
These  children  all  have  small  families,  except  Ser- 
rel,  who  is  the  father  of  fourteen  children  by  one 
wife. 

Our  subject  was  married  in  Manchester  Town¬ 
ship,  July  5,  1850,  to  Miss  Prudence  S.  Mules,  a 
native  of  Barnstable,  England,  born  in  1826,  and 
the  daughter  of  John  and  Susan  (Snmmorwell) 
Mules,  who  came  to  this  country  and  settled  in 
Genesee  County,  N.  Y.,  when  Mrs.  Burlingame  was 
about  ten  years  of  age.  Her  parents  were  quite 
wealthy,  and  after  remaining  in  Stafford  for  some 
time  removed  to  Manchester  Townsh i p,  this  conn  ty , 
in  1850.  Our  subject  had  received  a  good  colleg¬ 
iate  education,  as  had  also  his  brothers  and  sisters, 
and  was  a  graduate  of  the  Old  School  College  in 
Cincinnati.  He  practiced  medicine  before  coming 
to  Boone  County,  III.,  and  for  ten  years  after  he 
leached  this  State  he  had  a  large  practice  ■which 
proved  too  much  for  him  and  he  gave  it  up,  de¬ 
voting  his  time  to  agricultural  pursuits.  He  first 
built  a  brick  house  on  one  acre  at  the  corner  east 
of  section  27,  in  1849,  and  about  two  years  later, 
hp  bought  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres,  to  which 
he  added  one  hundred  and  eighty  acres  still  later. 
At  that  time  he  paid  about  $10  per  acre  for  wild 
land  with  no  improvements  of  any  kind.  lie  soon 
erected  a  good,  substantial  building  on  his  farm, 
moved  into  it,  and  there  he  and  his  capable  and 
estimable  wife  resided  until  1887,  when  they  re¬ 
moved  to  Clinton  Junction,  Wis.,  purchasing  a 
nice  home  and  one  acre  in  the  central  part  of  °the 
village.  They  deeded  the  farm  to  their  son,  Sorrel 
Burlingame.  This  move  was  made  for  his  wife 
who  was  suffering  with  cancer,  but  she  died  there 
on  the  5fth  of  June,  1890,  and  is  buried  in  the 
family  burying  ground  in  the  village  of  Blaine.  A 
fine  monument,  erected  by  her  bereaved  husband, 
marks  her  last  resting  place,  and  there  rests  beside 
her  her  two  little  children,  twins,  a  son  and  daugh¬ 
ter,  who  died  in  infancy.  She  was  an  Episcopalian 
in  her  religious  belief.  She  left  two  children, 
Atta  E.,  now  Mrs.  Maynard  M.  Murray,  whose 


husband  is  a  farmer  near  Clinton  Junction,  Wis., 
and  Sorrel,  who  married  Maria  Parker,  of  Manchev* 
ter  Township,  this  county,  a  daughter  of  Edwin 
and  Elizabeth  (Stockwoll)  Parker.  They  have  four 
bright  little  daughters,  of  whom  Mr.  Burlingame 
is  justly  proud. 

Soon  after  the  death  of  Ins  wife,  Mr.  Burlingame 
returned  to  the  old  farm,  and  resides  with  his  son. 
He  is  now  seventy-three  years  of  age  but  has  kept 
his  age  well  for  he  looks  very  little  over  sixty 
years  of  age.  He  was  Township  Treasurer  for 
twenty-five  consecutive  years  and  lias  served  the 
township  in  other  offices,  although  he  has  refused 
many. 


UilN  M.  MASON,  a  representative  business 
man  of  Rockford,  is  engaged  in  the  gen¬ 
eral  bakery  business  at  No.  5015;  East  State 
Street,  where  lie  has  carried  on  Imsincss  for 
the  past  eight  years,  succeeding  his  father,  who 
started  a  bakery  in  this  city  in  1858.  The  latter, 
Robert  Mason  by  name,  was  a  native  of  Scotland, 
born  and  reared  near  Edinburg,  and  came  of  Low¬ 
land  Scotch  stock.  He  became  familiar  with  his 


trade  in  his  native  country, and  was  married  there 
to  Miss  Ann  Murdock,  who  came  of  similar  stock. 
[  Early  in  the  ’50s,  lie  and  his  wife  sailed  for  this 
country,  were  six  weeks  on  the  ocean,  and  landed 
in  New  York  City,  whore  they  remained  for  some 
time.  Later,  they  removed  to  Cincinnati,  Ohio, 
whore  Mr,  Mason  was  in  business  for  some  time, 
and  in  1854  they  came  to  Rockford.  He  imme¬ 
diately  established  his  State  Street  Bakery  and  de¬ 
voted  the  remainder  of  his  life  to  his  business.  He 
died  when  fifty-nine  years  of  age.  He  was  one  of 
the  old  and  prominent  settlors  and  a  good  business 
man.  In  religion,  he  was  a  Congregationalist,  and 
in  polities,  a  stanch  Republican.  His  wife,  who 
died  when  about  middle  age,  was  also  a  member  of 
the  Congregational  Church,  and  a  good,  true  wife 
and  mother.  Their  two  children,  our  subject  and 
Anna,  are  the  only  members  of  the  family  living, 
and  both  reside  in  Rockford.  The  latter  is  single! 

John  M.  Mason  first  saw  the  light  in  Rockford, 
on  the  2d  of  April,  1857,  and  here  he  attained  his 
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growth  arid  secured  a  good  practical  education, 
lie  learned  his  trade  under  his  father  and  succeeded 
him  after  his  death,  lie  was  married  in  this  city 
to  Miss  Alice  A.  Cox,  who  was  born  in  Rockford, 
September  17,  1863,  and  who  is  the  daughter  of 
Henry  and  Ann  (Row)  Cox.  Both  parents  are  liv¬ 
ing  at  the  present  time  and  have  a  good  home  on 
Fifth  Avenue,  this  city.  Mr.  Cox  is  a  commercial 
traveler  for  the  Rockford  Baking  Company.  He 
and  his  wife  are  natives  of  England,  but  were 
married  in  Rockford,  where  they  have  since  made 
their  home.  They  have  become  the  parents  of  eight 
children,  seven  of  whom  are  yet  living,  Mrs.  Mason 
being  the  elcjest  and  only  one  now  married. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mason  have  a  pleasant  home  at 
No.  609  East  State  Street,  and  are  surrounded  by 
many  wa'(m  friends.  He  is  a  stockholder  in  the 
Rockford  Baking  Company  and  Rockford  Plow 
Company.  He  is  an  active  Republican  in  politics, 
and  lie  and  Mrs.  Mason  are  regular  attendants  at 
the  Christian  Union  Church.  They  have  had  no 
.children. 

. 

ACOR  S.  DODD,  deceased,  whs  a  native  of 
New  Jersey,  born  November  17,  1811,  and 
died  near  Newark,  of  that  State,  on  the  2d 
of  April,  1881.  Ho  was  'eared  in  his  native 
State,  and  began  work  for  himself  by  entering  a 
largo  leather  manufactory  owned  by  Mr.  TIalsey, 
of  Newark.  After  this  he  Was  engaged  in  the 
leather  business,  either  directly  or  indirectly,  for  a 
number  of  years,  but  subsequently  retired  to  a 
small  farm  just  out  of  the  city,  where  most  of  the 
time  he  was  engaged  as  a  dairyman  until  his 
death.  This  home  was  familial  ly  known  as  the 
Lyon  Farm. 

Mr.  Dodd’s  parents  ‘ivcrc  natives  also  of  New 
Jersey,  and  tho  family  tree  shows  that  they  were 
honorable  and  much  respected  people.  Guv  sub¬ 
ject  was  a  prominent  man  in  his  community  and  a 
leading  member  and  elder  in  tho  Presbyterian 
Church  of  his  city.  He  was  well  informed,  was  a 
leader  in  local  affairs,  and  for  a  number  of  years 
was  a  Director  in  Newark  Evergreen  Cemetery. 
Just  prior  to  his  death,  ho  was  elected  to  the 


cilice  of  Justice  of  the  Peace.  He  left  two  chil¬ 
dren:  William  V.  Dodd,  an  employe  in  the  well- 
known  leather  house  of  Halsey  &  Co.,  of  Newark, 
married  Miss  Mary  Osborne,  of  New  Jersey.  The 
other  child  was  a  daughter,  Phoebe,  who  became 
fiie  wife  of  Fred  Crain,  who  is  now  living -on  the 
old  Dodd  homestead. 

In  the  fall  of  1 884,  Mrs.  Dodd,  wife  of  our  sub¬ 
ject,  returned  to  her  old  home  in  Rockford, 
whither  she  had  come  in  1844,  and  where  she  is 
the  owner  of  much  valuable  property.  She  was 
born  near  Rochester,  Monroe  County,  N.  Y.,  June 
47*1818,  and  her  maiden  name  was  Emily  G.  Bond. 
Her  parents,  Abner  and  Mary  (Gould)  Bond, 
were  natives  of  New  Jersey,  and  came  of  English 
and  German  descent,  respectively.  They  were 
married  in  their  native  State,  and  after  the  birth 
of  six  children  they  removed  to  near  Rochester, 
N.  Y.,  when  that  city  was  hut  a  hamlet.  There 
the  remainder  of  their  children  were  born,  thirteen 
in  all,  live  sons  and  six  daughters  having  grown 
to  maturity,  and  three  are  now  living.  There  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Bond  improved  a  good  home,  and  there 
Mr.  Bond  died  on  the  3d.  of  April,  1840,  when  sev¬ 
enty-four  years  of  age.  He  was  a  man  of  excellent 
character,  and  for  many  years  was  n  Deacon  in  the 
Presbyterian  Church,  His  wife,  who  survived 
him,  came  to  Rockford  with  her  daughter,  Mrs. 
Dodd,  and  died  here  February  6,  1868,  lacking 
only  one  month  of  being  ninety-five  years  of  age, 
her  birth  having  occurred  March  30,  1773.  She 
held  to  the  belief  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  all 
her  life,  and  was  a  most  loving  and  devoted 
mother.  Her  mind  was  clear  and  strong  up  to  the 
very  last. 

Mrs.  Dodd  was  first  married  in  Rochester,  N.  Y., 

|  July  25,  1844,  to  Mr.  Albert  Sanford,  a  native  of 
New  Haven,  Conn.,  born  May  1,  1818.  He  passed 
his  boyhood  days  in  that  State,  and,  when  a  young 
man,  entered  land  in  Illinois.  Later,  ho  returned 
to  Rochester  and  was  married  to  Miss  Bond, 
whom  he  had  known  in  Rockford,  and  they  then 
returned  to  the  last-named  city.  This  was  in 
184-1,  and  they  located  on  property  that  has  since 
increased  in  value  very  much.  Air.  Sanford  died 
September  23,  1854,  when  on  ly  thirty-six  years  of 
age.  He  was  a  promising  man,  and  was  well 
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known  among  the  old  settlors  'deford.  His 
marriage  resulted  in  the  birth  Oi- two  children, 
Edgai  A.  and  another,  both  of  whom  died  young. 
Mr.  Sanford  died  in  full  communion  with  the  Sec¬ 
ond  Congregational  Church  of  Rockford.  Ho  was 
a  Whig  in  politics. 

Mis.  Dodd,  who  still  survives  her  husband,  is 
now  about  Seventy-four  years  of  age,  hut  has  kept 
her  years  well,  being  still  active  and  ambitious. 
She  is  possessed  of  many  excellent  virtues,  and  is 
surrounded  by  a  large  circle  of  friends.  She  is  an 
active  member  of  the  Second  Congregational 
Church. 

7 

f|  JLES  G.  KEYES  now  makes  his  home  on 
|  a  portion  of  the  old  homestead  which  he 
I*  purchased  from  his  fattier  in  1874.  His 
birth  occurred  November  18,  1842,  in 
Northumberland,  Saratoga  County,  N.  Y.,  where 
his  father,  Archibald  Keyes,  was  also  born,  July  26, 
1808.  The  grandfather  of  our  subject  hailed  from 
New  Hampshire,  having  been  born  February  21, 
1771,  in  Acworth,  while  his  father,  Capt.  William 
Keyes,  was  born  in  October,  1740, in  Ashford,  Conn, 
lie  in  turn  was  a  son  of  Ephraim  Keyes,  who  was 
born  Juty  5,  1715,  in  Connecticut,  and  was  a  son 
of  Elias  Keyes,  born  October  17,  1692,  in  Chelms¬ 
ford,  Mass.  He  was  a  son  of  Solomon  Keyes,  also  a 
native  of  the  Bay  State,  being  born  June  24,  1 665, 
and  the  son  of  Solomon  Keyes,  who  was  the  first 
ancestor  of  the  family  in  America.  The  latter- 
named  gentleman  was  married  in  Newburyport, 
Mass.,  October  2,  1653,  to  Frances  Grant.  Ho  lo¬ 
cated  in  that  part  of  Chelmsford,  Mass,,  now  in¬ 
cluded  in  the  town  of  Westford,  where  he  died 
March  28,  1702,  his  wife  departing  this  life  six 
years  later. 

Solomon  Keyes,  the  son  of  the  above-named 
couple,  who  was  the  next  in  line  as  far  as  is  known, 
spent  his  entire  life  in  Massachusetts.  The  next 
in  order  of  birth  was  his  son,  Elms,  who,  after  his 
marriage  and  the  birth  of  two  children,  removed 
to  Ashford,  Conn.,  where  he  passed  the  remain¬ 
der  of  his  life.  His  son,  Lieut.  Ephraim  Keyes, 
married  Sarah  Watkins,  and  after  her  death  was 


united  in  marriage  to  Mrs.  Glazier,  a  widow  lady 
of  Rockingham,  N.  IL  The  family  removed  from 
Ashford  to  Acworth,  the  same  State,  in  1769, 
whore  they  were  early  settlers.  There  Lieut.  Keyes 
died,  September  6,  1802.  The  next  in  line  was  his 
son,  Capt.  William  Keyes,  who  went  to  Acworth, 
in  1767,  and  was  the  first  settler  of  that  place. 
He  was  accompanied  on  the  journey  by  his 
wife  and  one  child,  and  departed  this  life  April  21, 
1813.  The  maiden  name  of  ids  wife  was  Hannah' 
Scarborough.  Capt,  Keyes  received  his  title 
while  serving  in  the  Revolutionary  War. 

Frederick  Koycs,  the  grandfather  of  our  subject, 
in  1776  removed  to  Northumberland,  Saratoga 
Comity,  N.  Y.  He  was  at  one  time  engaged  in  the 
lumber  business  at  Argylc,  Washington  County, 
that  State,  and  later  removed  to  near  Bn  Us  ton. 
Ho  was  a  patriot  in  the  War  of  1812  and  died  near 
Syracuse,  September  12,  1834.  The  grandmother 
of  our  subject  was  prior  to  her  marriage  Rachel 
Jacobs;  her  decease  occurred  January  29,  1810. 
Ihcnoxtin  line  is  the  father  of  our  subject,  who 
was  reared  and  educated  in  Ids  native  town,  and  on 
attaining  mature  years  purchased  a  tract  of  land  in 
Northumberland  and  was  engaged  in  farming  dur¬ 
ing  the  summer  season  and  in  the  winter  carried 
oil  the  trade  of  lumbering.  In  184 6,  he  started  with 
his  wife  and  two  children  for  Illinois,  coming 
overland  from  Chicago  to  this  county  and  fording 
the  river  at  Rockford. 

Archibald  Keyes,  on  making  this  county  his 
home,  moved  into  a  house  with  his  brother-in-law, 
William  Fowler,  who  located  hero  in  1811.  Ho  re¬ 
mained  with  him  for  a  twelvemonth,  during  the 
year  having  secured  a  tract  of  Government  land, 
including  the  northwest  guarter  of  section  18,  in 
what  is  now  Rockford  Township,  and  erected 
thereon  a  frame  house.  Into  that  the  family 
moved  in  1846  and  have  since  been  residents  of 
the  farm.  Mr.  Keyes  was  married,  June  18,  1834, 
to  Elizabeth  Clark,  who  was  horn  in  New  York 
and  died  October  22, 1878.  The  father  of  our  sub¬ 
ject  was  then  married  to  Hannah  Wise.  The  three 
children  born  of  his  first  union  wore  John,  who 
married  Mary  C.  Hemingway,  and  now  resides  at 
Pomona,  Los  Angeles  County,  Cal.;  Miles, our  sub¬ 
ject;  and  a  daughter,  who  died  in  New  York. 
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The  original  of  this  sketch  was  in  lus  third  year 
when  brought  to  this  county  by  his  parents.  On 
attaining  bis  majority,  in  partnership  with  his 
brother,  bo  purchased  the  stock,  tools,  etc.,  of  his 
father  and  carried  on  the  farm  until  18(57,  when 
the  connection  was  dissolved.  Our -subject,  how¬ 
ever,  continued  farming  alone  until  1879,  when,  in 
July  of  that  year,  he  went  West  to  Iowa,  and  lived 
for  two  years  and  a  half  in  Floyd  County.  Then 
disposing  of  his  interests  in  the  llawkeye  State,  he 
returned  to  the  old  homestead  and  lived  with  his 
father  until  1874,  at  which  time  he  became  proprie¬ 
tor  of  a  portion  of  the  estate  and  has  since  resided 
upon  it. 

February  5,  1879,  Miss  Emma  Chapman,  who 
was  born  in  Addison,  Steuben  County,  N.  Y.,  be¬ 
came  the  wife  of  our  subject.  She  was  a  daughter 
of  Silas  H.  Chapman,  whose  native  place  was 
Pitcher,  Chenango  County,  that  State,  while  his 
father,  William  Chapman,  was  born  in  England, 
and  on  coming  to  America  located  in  the  Empire 
State,  where  he  purchased  a  large  farm  in  the  town 
of  Pitcher  and  spent  the  remainder  of  his  days. 
His  wife,  who  before  her  marriage  was  Polly 
Baker,  was  born  m  that  State,  where  her  decease 
also  occurred.  The  father  of  Mrs.  Keyes  was  a  lad 
of  eleven  years  on  the  death  of  his  father,  and  was 
bound  out  to  learn  a  trade,  but  did  not  complete 
his  apprenticeship  as  lie  embarked  as  a  sailor  on 
the  Lakes.  After  his  marriage,  he  settled  on  a 
farm  near  Addison,  where  he  made  his  home  until 
1863,  and  then  enlisted  in  defense  of  his  country  in 
a  New  York  Cavalry  Regiment.  He  served  for  a 
period  of  eleven  months,  when  he  received  his  hon¬ 
orable  discharge  for  injuries  received  from  being 
thrown  from  his  horse.  He  resided  in  New  York 
State  until  1870,  and  then,  coming  to  Winnebago 
County,  lived  in  Harrison,  Owen  and  Seward 
Townships  until  1885,  when  he  went  to  Gray 
County,  Kan,,  and  there  made  his  home  until  1891. 
That  year,  he  removed  to  Emporia,  where  he  now 
resides.  His  wife  was  Miss  Abigail  (Higgins) 
Chapman  and  was  also  horn  in  Addison.  She  was 
the  daughter  of  Simeon  and  Adeline  (Haskins) 
Higgins,  the  former  of  whom  now  lives  in  Tioga 
Comity,  and  the  latter  is  deceased.  Mrs.  Keyes  is 
one  of  a  family  of  eight  children,  namely:  Emma, 


Albert,  George,  Kittie,  Frank,  Mary,  Charles  and 
Ira. 

To  our  subject  and  bis  wife  have  been  born 
three  children:  Archibald,  Nina  and  Ethel.  In 
politics,  our  subject  is  a  Republican,  and  his  wife 
is  a  member  of  the  Court  Street  Methodist  Episco¬ 
pal  Church. 


GILBERT  WOODRFFF,  President  of 
rn/Di  ^U'  National  Bank,  President  of 

*<<n'(>st  c'ily  Insurance  Company  and  of 
the  Forest  City  Furniture  Company,  was 
born  ona  farm  two  and  one-half  miles  from  Water- 
town,  Jefferson  County,  N.  Y.,  November  20, 1817. 
His  grandfather,  Jonah  Woodruff,  was,  it  is  sup¬ 
posed,  a  native  of  Connecticut,  whence  he  removed 
to  Jefferson  County,  N.  Y.,  and  was  a  pioneer 
there.  He  purchased  a  tract  of  limber  land  two 
and  onejjalf  miles  from  Watertown,  and,  clearing 
a  farm  from  the  wilderness,  resided  upon  it 
until  his  death. 

At  tlu*  time  of  the  removal  to  the.  Empire  State, 
Frederick  Woodruff,  who  was  horn  in  Connecti¬ 
cut,  was  nine  years  old,  and  in  the  new  home  he 
grew  to  manhood,  amid  surroundings  of  a  primi¬ 
tive  nature.  For  many  years  after  the  settlement 
of  the  family  in  Jefferson  County  there  wer  no 
railroads  in  New  York  State,  and  after  the  canal 
was  completed  all  merchandise  was  brought  from 
New  York  via  Erie  and  Oswego  Canal  to  Oswego, 
and  tlienee  by  lake  to  Sackett’s  Harbor,  and  from 
there  by  team  to  Watertown.  Farm  products 
were  transported  to  the  seaboard  by  way  of  the 
lake,  canal  and  rivers. 

The  old  homestead  was  purchased  by  Frederick 
Woodruff,  who  was  actively  engaged  in  farming 
there  until  1838,  -when  he  sold  out  and  removed 
to  Watertown.  lie  spent  his  last  days  in  that 
village,  dying  in  1853.  His  wife,  whose  maiden 
name  was  Lodoina  Andrus,  was  born  in  Litchfield, 
Oneida  County,  N.  Y.,  and  died  at  Geneva,  Ill. 
Gilbert,  son  of  this  worthy  couple,  received  a 
good  education  in  his  native  village  and  started 
out  for  lumself  in  1838,  in  which  year  he  paid 
his  first  visit  to  Illinois.  In  his  journey  hither 
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lie  followed  the  most  convenient  and  expeditious 
route  at  that  time,  which  was  by  stage  to  JSackett’s 
Harbor,  then  by  boat  to  Lewiston,  from  there 
by  rail  to  Niagara  Falls,  down  the  Niagara  River 
to  Buffalo,  and  thence  by  lake  to  Detroit. 

At  that  time  there  was  a  railroad  extending 
fron)  Detroit  to  Ypsilanti.  Tito  rails  were  of  wood 
with  a  strap  of  iron  on  the  top  and  the  road  was 
of  a  very  temporary  nature.  From  Ypsilanti 
Mr.  Woodruff  proceeded  by  stago  via  Michigan 
City  to  Joliet,  then  a  village  of  about  live  hun¬ 
dred  inhabitants.  He  engaged  to  clerk  in  his 
brother  s  grocery  store,  where  he  remained  until 
the  spring  of  1839,  and  then  started  on  his  return 
East,  going  by  way  of  stage  to  Chicago.  At  that 
time  the  now  populous  city  had  about  four  thou¬ 
sand  people  and  the  principal  part  of  the  business 
was  done  on  Lake  and  Water  Streets.  From  Chi¬ 
cago  Mr.  Woodruff  went  by  way  of  the  Lakes  to 
New  York  State  and,  soon  after  his  arrival  in 
Watertown,  embarked  in  the  grocery  business  in 
a  small  Aray,  finally  acquiring  an  extensive  and 
lucrative  trade. 

In  1857,  Mr.  Woodruff  removed  West  to  Du¬ 
buque,  Iowa,  where  he  was  interested  iu  a  (lour- 
ing-mill,  also  in  the  real-estate  and  loan  business. 
One  year  later  he  came  to  Rockford,  where  ho  has 
since  resided,  prominently  identified  with  the 
city’s  best  interests.  He  was  a  charter  member  of 
the  Rockford  National  Bank,  and  has  served  as 
President  since  its  organization.  When  the  Forest 
City  Insurance  Company  was  organized  in  1873, 
he  became  its  President,  and  has  since  occupied 
that  responsible  and  honorable  position.  In  addi¬ 
tion  to  these  duties,  he  has  served  as  President  of 
the  Forest  City  Furniture  Company  since  1875, 
he  having  organized  the  same  and  erected  the  * 
buildings.  In  polities,  he  has  been  a  stanch  Re¬ 
publican  since  the  organization  of  the  party  and 
has  been  called  upon  by  his  fellow-citizens  to  oc¬ 
cupy  official  positions  of  trust,  having  served  two 
terms  as  Alderman,  representing  the  Second  Ward, 
and  also  as  Mayor  during  1874-75. 

In  April,  1842,  Mr.  Woodruff  and  Miss  Nancy 
Fay  wore  united  iu  marriage.  Mrs.  Nancy  Wood¬ 
ruff  was  born  in  Watertown,  N.  Y.,  daughter  of 
Henry  and  Almira  Fay,  and  was  called  hence  by 


death  in  1877.  Five  children  were  born  of  the 
union:  Sarah,  who  married  Marcus  S.  Parmelee; 
Voluey  D.;  Emma,  wife  of  Charles  Keith;  Will¬ 
iam;  and  Alice,  now  Mrs.  R.  M.  Emerson.  The 
second  marriage  of  Mr.  Woodruff  united  him  with 
Miss  Augusta  A.  Todd,  a  native  of  Hamilton, 
Canada,  and  took  place  in  1879.  The  position 
occupied  by  the  family  in  society  is  an  enviable 
one,  and  the  various  members  of  the  household 
possess  the  cultured  refinement  which  makes  them 
influential  and  popular. 

Soon  after  coming  to  Rockford,  Air.  Woodruff 
purchased  a  farm,  which  at  a  later  date  he  platted 
ip  town  lots,  and  it  is  now  known  as  Woodruff’s 
Addition.  These  lots  lie  sold  at  a  reasonable 
price,  giving  the  purchasers  their  own  time  to 
pay  for  them,  and  also  loaning  them  money  with 
which  to  erect  houses.  It  is  not  strange,  therefore, 
that  he  is  perhaps  the  most  popular  citizen  of 
Rockford,  to  the  progress  of  which  ho  has  con¬ 
tributed  so  ceaselessly  of  his  ability  and  means. 
Always  and  everywhere  he  is  the  same  unswerv¬ 
ing  champion  of  justice  and  right,  and  by  indus¬ 
try  ai.i  application  has  won  the  highest  admira¬ 
tion  for  his  intellectual  ability  and  attainments. 

In  connection  with  this  biographical  notice 
Will  be  found  a  lithographic,  portrait  of  Mr.  Wood¬ 
ruff. 


II.  W008TER  was  born  in  New 
ll  )/)  Unver'’  Corm*’  in  the  town  of  Oxford,  De- 
1*1. 4-i  comber  25,  1821,  and  is  now  one  of  the  old 
and  much-esteemed  citizens  of  Boone  County,  111. 
He  has  been  identified  with  the  interests  of  this 
county  for  many  years  and  is  one  of  the  oldest 
living  Justices  in  the  State,  having  served  contin¬ 
uously  for  nearly  thirty-five  years.  He  is  doubtless 
the  third,  if  not  the  second,  oldest  Justice  of  the 
Peace  in  Illinois.  He  is  of  English  descent  and 
traces  his  ancestry  back  to  three  brothers, English¬ 
men,  a? ho  came  to  America  at  a  very  early  date  and 
one  of  whom  settled  in  Massachusetts,  another  in 
New  Hampshire  and  the  other  in  Connecticut, 
One  of  our  subject’s  uncles  was  a  General  in  the 
War  of  1812. 

pur  subject  is  a  son  of  Washburn  and  Betsey 
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(Chatiield)  Wooster.  Washburn  Wooster  was  born 
in  the  “Nutmeg  State,”  and  was  a  farmer  the  prin¬ 
cipal  part  of  his  life.  For  some  time,  lie  was  in  the 
sawmill  business  in  Connecticut  getting  out  ship 
timber,  but  agriculture  was  his  chosen  occupa¬ 
tion.  Ho  came  to  this  State  about  the  year  1840 
and  died  in  McHenry  County  when  seventy-two  or 
three  years  of  age.  II is  parents  were  natives  of 
Connecticut  and  died  in  that  State  when  quite 
aged  people.  All  his  ancestors  were  farmers  so  far 
as  known.  Our  Subject’s  mother,  Mrs.  Betsey 
(Chatfield)  Wooster,  was  also  born  in  Connecticut 
and  passed  her  last  days  in  McHenry  County,  Ill., 
her  death  occurring  when  about  eighty  years  of 
age.  Her  parents  were  nati  ves  of  Connecticut  and 
in  that  State  were  contented  to  pass  their  entire 
lives. 

Nathan  II.  Wooster  came  to  this  county  with 
his  parents  in  October,  1840,  and  settled  in  LcRoy 
Township,  where  he  took  up  eighty  acres  of  land. 
On  this  he,  erected  a  rude  log  cabin  in  which  he 
lived  for  several  years,  and  then  built  a  good  frame 
dwelling.  Our  subject  remained  at  home  until  Ins 
marriage,  on  the  4th  of  October,  1814,  to  Miss 
Abigail  A,  Ilovey,  who  was  born  in  Franklin 
County, N.  Y.,  May  80,  1827.  He  then  took  up  his 
residence  with  his  father-in  law,  Richard  0.  Ilovey. 
Mr.  Ilovey  was  born  in  New  Hampshire,  as  was 
also  his  wife,  Abigail  (Kimball)  Ilovey,  and  their 
nuptials  were  celebrated  there.  Later  in  life  they 
removed  to  New  York  State,  and  in  1838  came  to 
Boone  County,  from  Ohio,  where  they  lmd  resided 
for  about  six  years.  They  first  settled  in  Le  Roy  : 
Township,  where  Mr.  Ilovey  took  up  one  hundred 
and  sixty  acres  and  on  which  lie  built  a  log  house,  , 
A  number  of  years  later,  lie  built  a  frame  house 
and  here  he  died  when  seventy-eight  years  of  age.  | 
His  wife  passed  away  when  about  eighty-four  years 
of  age.  They  wore  the  parents  of  twelve  children, 
seven  now  living,  so  far  as  known. 

There  were  seven  children  horn  to  Mr,  and  Mrs. 
Wooster,  but  one  died  when  four  .years  of  age. 
The  remainder  are  named  as  follows:  Laura  E., 
born  in  Boone  Township,  Boone  County,  Novem¬ 
ber  15, 1845,  married  John  M.  Conley, and  has  lost 
two  children;  Mary  J.,  horn  in  Boone  Township, 
this  county,  November  18,  1847,  married  John  II. 
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Landon  and  has  one  child;  George  J.,  also  a  native 
of  Boone  Township,  was  born  December  27,  1849, 
and  married  Miss  Helen  Nichols,  who  bore  him 
three  children;  John  W., born  in  McHenry  Comity,, 
this  State,  April  15,  1852,  married  Miss  Carrie  E. 
Adams;  Nathan  II.,  Jr.,  born  in  Le  Roy  Township, 
this  county,  May  19, 1854,  married  Miss  Elmina  T. 
Cramer,  and  is  the  father  of  two  children;  and 
Minnie  E.,  born  in  Boone  Township,  this  county, 
March  27,  1870.  The  one  deceased  was  Cora  M., 
who  was  born  in  Boone  Township,  October  22, 
18(54,  and  died  four  years  later.  The  children  are 
all  well  educated  and  a  number  have  taught  school. 
Miss  Minnie  has  been  engaged  in  educational 
work  since  1887,  and  for  two  years  has  been  in  the 
primary  department  of  the  schools  in  Capron.  An¬ 
other  daughter,  Miss  Mary  J.,  is  quite  a  worker  in 
Eastern  Star  Lodge,  of  Newton,  Kan.,  and  has 
been  Worthy  Matron  of  that  lodge. 

Up  to  the  time  of  his  marriage,  our  subject  x-e- 
mained  at  home,  and  then  took  up  one  hundred 
and  sixty  acres,  on  which  the  village  of  Capron  is 
now  standing,  and  on  this  erected  a  small,  rude, 
log  house,  10x12  feet,  in  which  he  and  his  wife 
lived  for  seven  years.  After  this  they  were  in  Mc¬ 
Henry  County  for  two  years  and  then  returned  to 
LeRoy  Township,  this  county,  where  our  subject 
worked  his  father**  farm,  also  eighty  acres  of  bis 
own.  In  1856,  Mr.  Wooster  sold  out  all  his  prop¬ 
erty  in  that  township  and  bought  eighty  acres 
where  he  now  lives,  on  which  stood  a  small  house. 
About  twenty- five  years  ago,  he  erected  his  pres¬ 
ent  residence  and  he  was  the  first  inhabitant  of 
the  town  of  Capron. 

Our  subject  has  held  a  number  of  local  offices  in 
the  township  and  has  ever  been  one  of  the  promi¬ 
nent  men  of  the  same.  He  was  elected  Justice  of 
the  Peace  the  first  or  second  year  after  coming  to 
Capron,  in  1855,  and  was  Associate  Justice  for 
four  years.  He  has  also  held  the  position  of  Col¬ 
lector  and  Trustee,  and  numerous  other  positions, 
lie  was  a  Democrat  up  to  1854  and  then  voted  for 
J.  C.  Fremont,  since  which  time  he  has  voted  the 
Straight  Republican  ticket.  Ilis  first  Presidential 
vote  was  cast  for  J.  K.  Polk.  He  has  been  a  dele¬ 
gate  to  different  county  conventions  and  has  over 
been  an  enterprising  and  public-spirited  citizen. 
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When  on  the  farm  our  subject  engaged  in  general 
farming  and  when  he  first  settled  in  this  county 
all  his  marketing  was  done  at  Chicago,  but  later  ho 
went  to  Kenosha,  Wis.,  also.  Mr.  Wooster  is  prac¬ 
tically  retired  from  the  active,  duties  of  life  but  ho 
attends  to  some  official  business  yet.  He  is  an  hon¬ 
est,  upright  citizen  and  has  a  host  of  warm  friends. 
Mr.  Wooster  was  a  soldier  in  the  late  war, enlisting 
in  the  one  Hundred  and  Forty-second  Illinois  In¬ 
fantry,  Company  C,  and  was  Orderly  Sergeant. 

jjpss^GN.  HORACE  W.  TAYLOR,  Master  in 
|||  If)  Chancery,  is  probably  one  of  the  most 
prominent  citizens  of  Rockford,  where  he 
(!§})  is  carrying  on  a  successful  practice  of  law. 
He  was  born  in  the  town  of  Granby,  Hampshire 
County,  Mass.,  February  1,  1823,  and  is  the  son  of 
Willard  N.  Taylor,  whose  birth  occurred  on  the 
same  farm  as  did  that  of  his  son. 

The  great-grandfather  of  our  subject  was  one  of 
the  very  early  settlers  of  Granby,  Mass.,  where  lie 
spent  his  days  on  a  farm,  which  estate  is  now 
owned  apd  occupied  by  his  great-great-great- 
grandsou.  The  grandfather  of  our  subject,  Levi 
Taylor,  spent  his  entire  life  on  that  farm,  which 
was  in  his  possession  during  his  lifetime.  The 
maiden  name  of  his  wife  was  Sarah  Smith,  a  life¬ 
long  resident  of  Granby. 

1  he  father  of  the  gen  tlemnn  whose  name  wo  give 
above  was  reared  to  agricultural  pursuits,  being 
an  occupant  of  the  old  homestead  spoken  of  above, 
where  he  spent  his  entire  life,  dying  in  his  forty- 
eightli  year.  The  maiden  name  of  his  wife  was 
Sarah  Cook,  also  a  native  of  Granby,  and  a  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Perez  Cook,  who,  as  far  ns  is  known,  was  a 
native  of  that  place,  and  departed  this  life  after 
having  attained  the  advanced  age  of  ninety  years. 
The  mother  of  our  subject  died  on  the  old  hot.no 
farm  and  bore  lier  husband  a  family  of  eleven  chiH 
dren,  seven  of  whom  grew  to  maturity  and  live  are 
now  living. 

Our  subject  received  his  education  in  the  public 
schools  of  Granby,  and  wlien  reaching  his  fifteenth 
year,  he  was  apprenticed  to  his  brother  in-law, 
David  Cook,  to  learn  the  trade  of  a  blacksmith,  the 


contract  being  that  heshould  serve  him  until  reach¬ 
ing  his  majority.  His  health  failing,  however,  he 
abandoned  Unit  line  of  work  and  when  twenty  years 
of  age  became  a  student  at  the  Amherst  Academy, 
preparing  himself  for  college,  and  in  1841  entered 
Amherst  College,  from  winch  institution  lie  was 
graduated  in  the  Class  of  ’48.  Our  subject  then 
engaged  in  teaching  in  the  Bay  State  for  the  two 
succeeding  years,  at  tho  expiration  of  which  time 
lie  went  to  Baltimore  and  was  similarly  employed 
in  a  ladies’  seminary  until  1857.  During  his  per¬ 
iod  as  a  teacher,  lie  devoted  all  his  spare  time  to 
study  of  law  and  in  1857  came  to  Rockford,  whore 
he  was  admitted  to  the  Bar  in  tho  fall  of  that 
year  and  at  once  opened  an  olllee  and  commenced 
practice. 

Miss  Ama  A.  Robinson,  who  was  a  native  of  En¬ 
field,  Hampshire  County,  Mass.,  became  the  wife  of 
our  subject  m  April,  1854,  the  ceremony  being 
solemnized  in  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  by  the  Rev.  J.  J. 
Blaisdoll,  now  Prof.  Blaisdell,  of  Beloit  College, 
Wis.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Taylor  are  the  parents  of  two 
children:  Agnes  and  Ama  H.  The  former  is  now 
Mrs.  J.  R.  Croaker,  of  Chicago,  and  the  mother  of 
three  children:  Sidney  W.,  Florence  A.  and  Horace 
T,  Our  subject  and  his  wife  have  lost  two  sons: 
Irank  IV  illard,  who  died  in  1882,  aged  sixteen 
j  months,  and  Willard  Robinson,  whose  decease  oc¬ 
curred  at  the  age  of  nineteen  years,  in  1882.  Ama 
S.  was  a  student  in  Oberlin  College  in  the  C lass 
of  ’92. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Taylor  and  their  youngest  daugh¬ 
ter  are  active  members  of  tho  .Second  Congrcga- 
tional  Church.  In  political  views,  our  subject  is 
a  thorough  Republican,  having  voted  that  ticket 
since  the  formation  of  the  party.  His  interest  in 
educational  affairs  has  caused  l.im  to  be  placed  on 
the  .School  Board,  where  he  did  effective  work  for 
a  number  of  years.  Mrs.  Taylor  was  appointed  by 
the  Mayor  a  member  of  the  School  Board  in  1891 ; 
she  and  Mrs.  Clark  were  the  first  ladies  ever  ap¬ 
pointed  on  the  School  Board  in  Rockford.  Onr  sub¬ 
ject  waa-jloeted  to  tho  State  Legislature  in  1878  and 
voted  for  John  A.  Logan  for  Senator.  He  was  ap¬ 
pointed  Master  in  Chancery  in  18 (id  by  Judge 
Sheldon,  llo  resigned  in  1872,  but  was  re-appointed 
to  that  position  four  years  later  by  Judge  Brown 
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uml  lias  occupied  the  ofliee  continuously  since, 
numbering  twenty-two  years,  and  during  Hint  long 
period  only  once  have  itis  findings  been  set  aside, 
but  the  Court  of  Appeals  overruled  the  findings 
Of  the  Circuit  Court  and  ordered  his  report  con¬ 
firmed.  He  is  vety  popular'  and  a  most  efficient 
official.  In  1860,  he  formed'*  a  partnership  with 
the  Hon.  William  Brown,  which  continued  until 
Mr.  Brown  was  elected  Judge.  One  of  the  dis¬ 
tinguishing  rshnracteristics  of  our  subject  is  the 
possession  of  quickness  of  mind  and  talent,  and 
disciplined  in  the  stern  school  of  experience,  he  is 
thus  prepared  to  meet  every  emergency  with  a 
steady  and  ready  hand. 


RCIHBALD  M.  CATLK^,  fyl.  I).  The  orig 
Ml  inai  of  the  portrait  on  (/lie  opposite  page 
I  Jfc  is  without  doubt  the  oldest  physician  in 
Hgp  the  State  of  Illinois  to-day,  having  been 
in  active  practice  in  Rockford  for  the  past  sixty 
years.  He  was  born  in  that  part  of  Litchfield 
which  is  now  Winfield,  Herkimer  County,  N.  Y., 
September  8,  1801.  Roger  Catlin,  his  father,  was 
a  native  of  Connecticut,  as  Was  also  his  father. 
Roger  Catlin,  Sr.,  who  was  a  soldier  in  the  Revo¬ 
lutionary  War. 

The  latter-named  gentleman  was  of  English  an¬ 
cestry  and  removed  from  his  native  State  to  New 
York,  whore  he  passed  his  bust  days  in  Herkimer 
County.  His  son,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
reared  and  married  in  the  Nutmeg  State,  and  later 
became  one  of  the  pioneers  of  Herkimer  County, 
N.  Y.,  where  lie  purchased  a 'Wet  of  timber  land 
in  what  is  now  the  town  of  Winfield.  lie  there 
erected  a  log  house,  in  which  our  subject  was  born, 
and  which  consisted  of  but  one  room  on  the  ground 
floor  and  one  room  above.  It  was  located  in  the 
center  of  the  township,  at  the  junction  of  five,  roads, 
and  as  ho  was  often  obliged  to  entertain  travelers 
to  different  parts  of  the  county,  Mr.  Catlin  later 
established  an  hotel.  As  there  was  no  church  in 
the  vicinity,  meetings  were  often  held  at  his  homo 
until  a  building  could  be  erected  upon  the  ground 
donated  by  Mr.  Catlin.  He  later  erected  a  good 


frame  hotel  and  continued  to  act  as  “mine  host,” 
at  the  same  time  superintending  the  operation  of 
his  farm  until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  1813. 
The  maiden  name  of  his  wife  was  Sarah  Clark;  she 
was  bom  in  Connecticut  and  was  the  daughter  of 
Deacon  Clark,  a  pioneer  of  South  Tompkins  County, 
N.  Y.  After  the  death  of  her  husband,  the  mother 
of  our  subject  was  a  second  time  married,  and  de¬ 
parted  this  life  in  Winfield,  N.  Y. 

The  original  of  this  sketch  was  but  twelve  years 
old  on  the  death  of  his  father  and  remained  with 
his  mother  on  the  old  home  farm  until  her  second 
marriage.  He  then  resideclin  the  town  of  Plainfield 
with  an  uncle,  whom  he  assisted  in  the  farm  work 
in  summers  and  attended  school  during  the  winter 
season.  He  continued  to  he  thus  employed  until 
1820,  at  which  time  he  started  with  a  company  of 
friends  to  the, then  Ear  West.  As  there  were  tiien 
neither  railroads  nor  canals  in  the  vicinity  of  his 
home, he  walked  to  Clean  Point  and  from  there  went 
down  the  Allegany  River, to  Pittsburg,  thence  by 
way  of  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi  Rivers  to  HI.  Louis, 
which  was  then  nothing  more  than  a  village.  He 
was  accompanied  by  a  comrade,  Amos  Noble,  and 
was  in  Missouri  when  that  Territory  was  admitted 
into the  Union  as  a  State.  Later,  he  came  to  Madison 
County,  Ill.,  where  he  resided  for  a  twelvemonth 
and  then,  going  to  Missouri,  was  engaged  in  the 
lead  mines  until  1823,  when  he  returned  to  New 
York.  His  desire  had  been  to  fit  himself  for  a  phy¬ 
sician,  and  having  read  medicine  previous  to  com¬ 
ing  West,  he  devoted  his  time,  and  attention  to  that 
study,  attending  lectures  at  Fairfield  Medical  Col¬ 
lege  in  Herkimer  County.  He  later  read  under  Dr. 
(’lark  of  Winfield,  then, going  to  Castleton,  Vt,  at¬ 
tended  a  course  of  lectures  at  the  college  there  in 
the  winter  of  1825-26.  Ju  January  of  that  year, 
ho  again  became  a  student  of  Fairfield  College, 
from  which  institution  he  was  graduated  with  the 
Class  of  ’27, 

Soon  after  receiving  his  degree  of  Doctor  of 
Medicine,  our"., subject  commenced  the  practice  of 
his  profession  in  partnership  with  Dr.  Nathan  Har¬ 
wood  of  Tv  infield,  N.  Y.,  with  whom  he  continued 
for  five  years.  At  the  expiration  of  that  time,  he 
went  to  Chester,  Geauga  County,  Ohio,  where  he 
practiced  medicine  until  1832;  then  removing  to 
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Lorain  County,  lie  resided  there  until  1838,  the 
date  of  his  advent  into  Rockford.  The  present 
enterprising  city  was  at  that  time  little  more  than 
a  hamlet,  and  the  surrounding  country,  wbi.  > 
was  very  sparsely  settled,  was  owned  by  the  Go  - 
eminent.  Dr.  Gatlin  purchased  property  on  the 
East  side  where  he  built  a  home.  He  has  been 
activety  engaged  in  the  practice  of  his  profession 
for  the  past  sixty  years,  and,  as  before  stated,  is 
without  doubt  the  oldest  physician  in  the  State. 

In  1828,  Miss  Miranda  Harwood,  who  was  born 
in  Winfield,  N.  Y.,  became  the  wife  of  our  subject. 
She  was  the  daughter  of  Dr.  Nathan  Harwood  and 
departed  this  life  in  1846,  after  having  become 
the  mother  of  three  cliildren,  two  of  whom,  Benja¬ 
min  and  Edward  P.,  are  living.  Dr.  Gatlin  was 
married  the  second  time  in  1847,  his  wife  being 
Sarah  Morrill,  who  was  a  native  of  Meriden,  N.  II., 
and  a  daughter  of  Deacon  Daniel  Morrill.  To 
them  were  born  two  daughters:  Maly,  deceased, 
and  Alice. 

In  early  life  a  Whig,  Dr.  Catlin  now  votes  the 
straight  Republican  ticket.  He  acted  as  Presiden  t 
of  the  first  medical  society  ever  organized  in 
Winnebago  County,  where  he  is  regarded  as  one 
of  the  most  prominent  and  skillful  physicians. 
With  liis  wife,  he  is  a  member  of  the  First  Congre¬ 
gational  Church,  and  his  life  in  this  community 
has  been  such  that  he  will  be  held  in  loving  remem¬ 
brance  long  after  he  shall  have  passed  a  fray. 


eOURTLAND  MANDEVILLE.  This  gen¬ 
tleman,  who  has  for  many  years  been  as¬ 
sociated  with  the  business  men  of  Rockford, 
and  who  has  been  largely  instrumental  in  the  up¬ 
building  of  the  city,  became  a  resident  of  this 
county  when  fifteen  years  of  age,  and  while  aiding 
in  the  work  of  developing  this  section  ho  has  ac¬ 
quired  a  comfortable  property  and  can  now  take 
his  ease  in  his  cozy  homo  at  No.  802  Mon  tague 
Street.  1 

The  subject  of  this  review  was  bom  August  20, 
1824,  in  Cayuga  County,  N.  Y.,  being  the  son  of 
Michael  Mandevillc,  whom  it  is  thought  had  his 
birth  near  Newbury,  that  State.  Jacob  Mande- 


villey  the  grandfather  of  our  subject,  was  a  native 
I  of  the  Empire  State,  and  on  removing  to  Cayuga 
j  County,  became  one  of  the  pioneers  there,  elear- 
I  ing  a  farm  from  the  wilderness  and  making  that 
i  place  his  home  until  his  docease.  His  wife,  who 
J  was  known  prior  to  her  marriage  us  Sarah  Clark, 
was  born  in  tiro  above-named  State.  Her  father 
was  a  soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  War,  and  soon 
after  her  marriage  to  the  father  of  our  subject,  the 
young  couple  moved  to  what  is  now  Darien  Town¬ 
ship,  Genesee  County,  where  Mr.  Mandevillc 
bought  a  tract  of  land  on  which  was  located  a  log 
house,  and  three  acres  of  which  were  cleared.  Dis¬ 
posing  of  that  estate  a  few  j'ears  later,  he  removed 
to  a  farm  six  miles  away,  on  which  there  was  a 
mill,  distillery  and  tannery,  which  he  operated  for 
a  few  years,  when  he  became  interested  in  a  cabinet 
factory. 

In  1838,  visiting  Winnebago  County,  this  State, 
the  father  of  our  subject  removed  hither  the  fol¬ 
lowing  year,  usid  as  most  of  the  laud  was  owned 
by  the  Government,  he  rented  a  farm  until  1841, 
when  he  purchased  a  tract  four  miles  southwest  of 
Rockford.  Remaining  upon  that  farm  until  1858, 
he  thou  divided  the  property  among  his  children, 
and  moved  into  the  city,  where  ho  was  the  owner 
of  two  lots  on  South  Main  Street — the  laud  now 
occupied  by  the  William  Brown  Block.  After  a 
residence  of  one  year  in  Rockford,  Michael  Man- 
deville  spent  a  like  period  on  the  old  farm,  and 
finally  returning  to  the  city,  lived  retired  in  his 
home  on  Montague  Street  until  1887,  His  wife, 
Elsie  Maria  Corey,  was  the  daughter  of  James  and 
Deborah  (Rathbun)  Corey,  and  was  born  in  Ver¬ 
mont.  She  became  the  mother  of  six  children, 
and  departed  this  life  at  her  home  in  Rockford 
six  years  prior  to  the  decease  of  her  husband. 

Courtland  Mandoville  was  the  third  in  order  of 
birth  of  the  parental  family,  his  brothers  and  sis¬ 
ters  being  Henry,  Jane,  Horton,  Philona  and  Ed¬ 
ward.  He  came  hero  when  fifteen  years  of  age  and 
has  consequently  boon  an  interesting  witness  of  the 
marvelous  growth  of  the  county,  having  contrib¬ 
uted  his  full  share  in  bringing  it  to  its  present 
condition.  He  remembers  that  in  those  early  days 
the  grain  was  hauled  to  the  Chicago  markets  by 
team,  and  deer  and  other  wild  game  could  bo  had 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD.  245 


for  the  shooting.  He  made  his  home  with  liis 
parents  until  hia  twenty-first  birthday  when  ho 
operated  a  farm  on  his  own  account,  which  had 
been  given  him  by  his  father.  In  1854,  he  went 
to  Iowa,  and  in  Bradford,  Chickasaw  County, 
bought  a  large  tract  of  land  and  resided  there 
until  1860,  when  he  disposed  of  his  interests  in  the 
Hawkey c  State  and  then,  returning  to  this  county, 
carried  oil  the  home  farm  for  the  two  succeeding 
years.  ^Coming  to  Rockford  at  the  expiration  of 
.that  time,  our  subject  lived  here  until  1864,  when, 
in  company  with  his  brother  Horton,  he  became 
the  proprietor  of  a  stock  farm  in  Lnona  Township, 
which  they  successfully  operated  for  four  years. 
He  has  been  a  resident  of  Rockford  since  that  time, 
where  his  reputation  is  one  of  which  any  man 
might  well  be  proud,  providing,  as  in  his  case,  the 
character  is  equal  to  the  opinions  of  men. 

>  < 

eHARLES  A.  CROSBY  operates  one  hundred 
.  and  seventy  acres  of  land  on  section  11, 
New  Milford  Township,  Winnebago  County, 
and  is  one  of  the  practical  and  progressive  agricul¬ 
turists  of  this  community.  lie  was  born  on  the 
farm  which  is  still  liis  home  in  March,  1861,  and  is 
a  son  of  George  II.,  and  Mary  W.  (Wood) 
Crosby.  The  father  was  born  in  New  Hampshire 
in  December,  1831,  and  f>e  mother  was  a  native 
of  Connecticut.  The  grandfather,  Alpheus  A. 
Crosby,  was  a  native  of  New  York,  ami  a 
smith  by  trade.  At  an  earh  da>  !- 
with  his  family  of  six  chi  hi- 
Rockford,  and  opened  *•  •  .  1 

currod  in  that  city  -< 
passing  away  a  few  \ 

he  purchased  one.  hundivil n=  :>  •  i-nni  o>:  -d.oum 
upon  which  was  a  small  house  aud  barn,  while 
about  eighty  acres  were  under  cultivation. 

The  father  of  our  subject  bad  acquired  a  fair 
education,  and  was  a  well-informed  man.  He  was 
serving  as  Supervisor  at  the  time  of  liis  death, 
having  held  the  office  for  some  years,  and  was  also 
Assessor  for  some  time.  Among  his  foUow-towns- 
mon  lie  ivtvs  recognized  as  a  prominent  citizen, 
lie  left  three  children:  Charles  A.,  of  this  sketch; 


/Laura  M.  and  Hattie  E.  The  last-named  is  the 
wife  of  Henry  K.  Hall,  of  Rockford. 

In  the  usual  manner  of  fanner  lads,  onr  subject 
was  reared  to  manhood,  no  event  of  special  impor¬ 
tance  occurring  during  his  youth.  In  December; 
1883,  he  led  to  the  marriage  altar  Miss  Alpharetta 
J.  Cipplery,  of  Monroe  Center,  Ogle  County,  and 
a  daughter  of  David  A.  and  Martha  Maria  Cipplery, 
both  of  whom  were  natives  ;of  Rensselaer  County, 
N.  Y.,  from  whence  they  emigrated  to  Illinois  in  the 
spring  of  ,1862.  Her  father  was  a  farmer  and  is 
now  a  grain-dealer  in  Monroe.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Crosby  have  three  living  children:  Daisy  File, 
born  April  14,  1886;  Elsie  May,  February  18, 
1888;  and  Leo  Arthur,  August  3,  1800.  They 
have  lost  an  infant  son,  Charles. 

In  his  political  affiliations,  Mr.  Crosby  is  inde¬ 
pendent,  voting  for  the  man  whom  he  thinks  best 
qualified  for  the  office,  lie  devotes  his  time  and 
attention  to  general  farming,  and  as  the  result  has 
met  with  signal  success  in  bis  business  career.  In 
addition  to  bis  home  farm /ne  has  an  interest  in 
eighty  acres  on  section  5,  and  the  two  tracts  yield 
a  good  income.  Himself  and  wife  have  a  wide 
acquaintance  in  Ibis  community,  Avbere  their  entire 
lives  have  been  passed,  and  well  deserve  a  repre¬ 
sentation  in  their  native  county. 


HUBERT  R.  PARKER,  a  well-to-do  agri- 
n  culUu'ist,  now  fiving  retired  at  No.  103 
North  Prospect  Street,  Rockford,  was  born 
a  Vienna,  Oneida  County,  N*  Y.,  May  12, 
His  father,  the  lion.  Linus  Parker,  was  a 
.  ;\ r  of  Litchfield,  Conn.,  where  also  his  father, 
Lli,  as  far  as  is  known,  was  horn.  The  grandfather 
removed  to  New'  York,  and  died  in  the  western 
part  of  the  State,  where  also  his  wife,  who  wras 
known  prior  to  her  marriage  as  Joanna  Stoddard, 
departed  this  life. 

The  Hon.  Linus  Parker  was  a  young  man  when 
his  father  removed  to  the  Empire  State,  the  journey 
being  made  overland  with  teams,  lie  became  the 
proprietor  of  a  tract  of  land  in  Vienna  and  built 
an  hotel  on  the  road  leading  from  Rome  westward. 
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In  addition  to  operating  as  “mine  host,”  he  super¬ 
intended  the  cultivation  of  the  l’arm,  and  was  also 
Director  in  the  bank  at  Rome.  lie  was  very  prom¬ 
inent  in  locaL  affairs,  and  was  for  many  years  Post* 
master  of  Vienna.  In  politics,  he  was  a  Democrat, 
and  served  two  terms  in  tho  New  York  Assembly, 
in  which  State  he  later  disposed  of  his  interests, 
coming  to  Winnebago  County  in  1852,  purchasing 
an  improved  farm  in  Harlem  Township,  where  his 
death  occurred  November  15,  1876,  when  eighty- 
seven  years  Of  age.  .The  maiden  name  of  his  wife 
was  Lutia  Sherman,  a  native  of  Massachusetts,  and 
the"  daughter  of  Joshua  and  Naomi  (Hunger)  Sher¬ 
man.  Mrs.  Parker  departed  this  life  at  Vienna, 
N.Y.,  in  1841.  The  place  which  the  father  of  our 
subject  bought  on  coming  to  this  county  was 
known  as  tire  Simonds  Homestead  and  tho  house 
into  which  lie  moved,  and  where  tho  family  resided 
until  coming  to  Rockford,  is  the  oldest  in  the 
county.  It  is  located  on  the  road  leading  from 
Beloit  toBolvidere,  and  was  for  many  years  a  pub¬ 
lic  house  and  well  known  as  Buckhorn  Tavern, 

Tj'e  original  of  this  sketch  was  educated  in 
Vienna,  N.  Y.,  and  accompanied  his  parents  on  ' 
their  removal  to  Illinois,  at  a  time  when  the  'west¬ 
ern  terminus  of  the  railroad  was  on  the  eastern 
side  of  the  Rock  River,  Herbert  R,  resided  with 
his  father  until  his  marriage,  when  he  located  on  i 
tho  old  homestead  in  Harlem  and  there  lived  for  ! 
a  number  of  years.  In  1891,  lie  removed  to  his 
present  home  at  No.  103  Prospect  Street,  which 
was  erected  that  year. 

The  lady  who  became  the  wife  of  our  subject, 
December  9,  1865,  was,  prior  to  that  event,  Miss 
Sarah  Kilburn,  a  native  of  Annsvillc,  Oneida 
County,  N.  Y,  Her  father,  Shalcr  Samuel  Kilburn, 
was  one  of  the  pioneers  of  Winnebago  County, 
and  had  his  birth  in  Massachusetts.  lie  is  the  son 
of  Capt,  Sluder  Samuel  Kilburn,  a  sea  captain,  who 
died  when  the  father  of  Mrs.  Parker  was  nil  infant, 
The  latter  was  young  when  Ids  mother  went  to 
New  York  State,  where  he  was  reared  and  married 
in  Oneida  County,  making  his  homo  there  until 
1846,  when  he  came  to  this  county  and  purchased 
a  tract  of  wild  land,  on  which  was  located  a  log 
cabin.  He  resided  with  his  brother-in-law  for  a 
time  and  during  the  interim  erected  a  dwelling  on 


his  own  land,  where  his  death  occurred  in  .lanuary, 
1885.  The  maiden  name  of  Mrs.  Parker’s  mother 
was  Mary  Bartholomew;  she  was  tho  daughter  Of 
Eliakim  and  Annie  (Simonds)  Bartholomew,  and 
is  living  *t  the  present  time  in  Rockford. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Parker  have  been  born  'six 
children:  Whitman,  deceased;  Mary,  Lutia,  Jo¬ 
anna,  Lizzie  and  Herbert.  Airs.  Parker  and  her 
daughter  Alary  are  members  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  4 

JOHN  WRIGHT.  This  name  is  familiar 
among  the  agriculturist^  of  Winnebago 
County,  as  belonging  to  one  of  its  most  in¬ 
dustrious  citizens  and  a  man  who  occupies  a 
high  position  in  business  circles.  Ho  has  boon  the 
architect  of  his  own  fortune,  making  Ms  way  in 
the  world  from  a  modest  beginning,  and  has  proven 
a  Quo  example  of  the  results  of  patient  industry, 
a  wise  economy  and  good  judgment. 

Ho  of  whom  we  write  was  born  in  Yorkshire, 
England,  November  1 5P,  1 829.  1  le  is  a  sou  of  Will¬ 
iam  and  Jane  Wright,  who  emigrated  to  this  coun¬ 
try  in  1832,  and,  settling  in  New  York  State, lived 
fourteen  years  near  Gonoscu.  In  1846,  they  came 
to  Winnebago  County,  where  tho  father  took  up  a 
large  tract  Of  land.  There  he  died  in  his  eightieth 
year.  His  wife  passed  away  in  Rockford  in  Jan¬ 
uary,  1891. 

Air.  Wright  of  this  sketch  remained  with  his 
parents  until  twenty-five  years  of  age,  when  ho 
was  married  to  Matilda  C.  Hutchins,  wlio  was  born 
in  the  town  of  Kendall,  Orleans  County,  N.  Y,, 
June  10,  1835.  She  was  tho  daughter  of  Osman 
and  Lydia  (Davis)  Hutchins,  the  former  of  whom 
was  a  son  of  John  8.  Hutchins,  his  birth  occurring 
in  1773,  in  Massachusetts,  and  his  death  in  Quebec, 
Canada,  at  the  advanced  age  of  ninety-three  years. 
Airs.  Lydia  Hutchins  died  in  this  county,  in  her 
forty-third  year. 

Airs,  Matilda  Wright  came  of  a  family  prominent 
in  the  early  history  of  New  York,  and  after  her 
marriage  to  our  subject,  in  1853,  they  lived  on  the 
Wright  farm  for  ten  or  fifteen  years,  when  they 
purchased  property  south  of  their  present  place  of 
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residence.  They  later  sold  that  land  and  bought 
in  Ogle  County,  nrhich  land  Mr.  Wright  later  traded 
for  a  farm  in  Sewifrd  Township,  and  in  1870  became 
the  owner  of  his  present  farm,  which  is  embellished 
with  all  the  needful  farm  buildings,  not  the  least 
among  which  is  his  comfortable  residence. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Wright  have  been  born 
seven  children,  live  6f  whom  are  living,  namely-. 
George  A.,  whose  birth  occurred  February  8,  1855, 
is  married  and  the  father  of  five  children;  Alta  J., 
who  Was  born  April  28,  1861,  is  married  and 
lias  throe  children;  Elizabeth  who  was  born  Decem¬ 
ber  8,  1868,  has  one  son;  James  R.,  born  January 
16,  1873,  works  the  old  home  farm;  and  Lena  A., 
whose  birth  occurred  August  10,  1877,  is  also  at 


/ 

pioneers  of  the  Empire  State,  and  her  mother  was 
twelve  years  of  age  at  the  time  the  Indians  burned 
Cherry  Valley ,  that  State.  Her  grandfather  was  a 
clergyman  and  a  man  of  considerable  prominence  as 
were  also  many  others  of  that  name,  the  Upliams 
being  well  known  in  Now  York  State  as  refined 
and  accomplished  people. 

Prof.  Sherrill  was  one  of  four  children  born  to 
his  parents,  but  he  and  a  sister,  Mrs.  N.  A.  Gilbert, 
of  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  are  the  only  ones  now  living, 
He  remained  at  home  until  eighteen  years  of  age, 
and  up  to  that  time  attended  school  in  the  coun¬ 
try  and  town.  He  then  began  teaching  during  the 
winter  months  and  attended  school  during  the 
summer  seasons  until  the  age  of  twenty-one,  when 


home.  Those  deceased  are  Charles  0.  and  Lottie  B. 
In  their  religious  belief,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wright  are 
members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  Our  subject 
gives  his  entire  time  to  carrying  on  his  farm  and, 
in  politics,  be  is  a  stanch  adherent  of  the  Repub¬ 
lican  party,  casting  his  first  vote  for  Fremont. 


fROF.  HENRY  J.  SHERRILL.  It  has  been 
truly  said  that  a  good  education  is  the  best 
inheritance  that  parents  can  leave  their 
children.  Riches  may  take  to  themselves 
wings  and  fiy  away,  but  a  good  education  will  last 
through  life.  Prof.  Henry  J.  Sherrill,  whose  por¬ 
trait  accompanies  this  sketch,  was  born  in  Leb¬ 
anon,  Madison  County,  N.  Y.,  on  tho  28th  of  April, 
1824,  and  from  early  youth  he  enjoyed  good  edu¬ 
cational  advantages.  His  parents,  Samuel  R.  and 
Nancy  (Uphatn)  Sherrill,  were  natives,  respectively, 
of  Massachusetts  and  Now  York,  tho  father  born 
in  Berkshire  County,  February  22,  1794,  and  the 
mother  on  the  7th  of  June,  1796, 

When  a  young  man,  Samuel  Sherrill  went  to  the 
Empire  State,  an  d,  after  settling  in  Madison  County, 
engaged  in  the  shoe  business,  which  he  carried  on 


he  entered  the  New  York  Normal  at  Albany.  After 
graduating  at  that  institution,  he  began  teaching 
at  Eaton;  N.  Y.,  where  he  remained  four  years, 
after  which  lie  taught  in  Kingsboro  Academy  one 
term.  Later  he  followed  teaching  four  years  at 
Forestville,  N.  Y.  On  the  81st  of  July,  1854,  lie 
was  married  to  Miss  Jennie  A.  Briggs,  a  native  of 
that  city,  born  December  19,  1823.  Mrs.  Sherrill 
was  the  daughter  of  Giles  and  Orriei  (Allen) 
Briggs,  natives  of  New  York,  where  both  died  at 
an  advanced  age.  She  became  the  mother  of  two 
children,  Willie  II.,  deceased,  and  Frank  Allen,  and 
died  in  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  on  the  10th  of  March,  1868. 
Frank  A.,  who  was  born  on  the  19  th  of  November, 
1862,  in  Hamilton,  N.  Y.,  was  graduated  from  the 
University  at  Champaign,  Ill.,  and  is  now  a 
draughtsman  in  the  iron  works  at  Indianapolis. 
He  married  Miss  Minnie,  daughter  of  M.  C.  Wood¬ 
ruff,  of  Dubuque,  Iowa. 

On  the  23d  of  Dcembcr,  1873,  Prof.  Sherrill 
married  Mrs.  Alice  J.  Seaver,  a  native  of  Aurora, 
N.  Y.,  born  July  13,  1843,  and  the  daughter  of 
Martin  C.  and  Sarah  M.  (Woodruff)  Bentley.  Mr. 
Bentley  was  a  native  of  Vermont,  born  on  the  1st 
of  January,  1805,  and  is  now  a  resident  of  Boone 
County,  III.  As  may  be  seen,  lie  is  quite  aged  but 


in  connection  with  tanning  for  thirty  years.  He  he  enjoys  unusually  good  health.  His  wife  was 
then  retired  from  business  and  came  West,  making  born  in  New  York  but  passed  her  last  days  in  this 

Ills  homo  with  his  son  until  his  death,  on  tiie  28th  county.  Of  the  eight  children  born  to  Mr.  and 

of  March,  1872.  He  was  of  Irish  descent  and  was  Mrs.  Bentley,  five  are  still  living.  Mrs.  Sherrill’s 
a  man  of  ability  and  good  judgment.  His  wife  first  marriage  united  her  with  Mr.  William 

died  in  her  native  State  in  1866.  1-Ior  people  were  Seaver,  who  was  born  March  10, 1842,  in  Darien, 


'  11 


250  PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


Wisconsin,  whither  his  parents  removed  from  New 
York  State.  He  died  on.,  the  SOtb/of  September, 
1866,  from  sickness  contracted  in  the  army.  He 
was  in  Company  K,  2d  Wisconsin  Cavalry,  and  left 
Wisconsin  University  to  enter  the  army,  enlisting 
from  Walworth  County  of  that  State  and  serving 
about  two  years. 

Our  subject’s  second  marriage  resulted  in  the 
birth  of  one  child,  a  daughter,  Jennie  Bentley,  who 
was  born  in  Belvidere  Township,  Boone  County, 
Ill.,  July  22, 1877.  She  has  studied  in  the  schools 
of  Belvidere,  and  is  now  receiving  instruction  un¬ 
der  the  personal  supervision  of  her  able  and  dis¬ 
tinguished  father.  After  his  first  marriage,  Prof. 
Sherrill  engaged  in  the  book  business  in  Hamilton, 
Canada,  for  about  three  years  and  then  engaged  as 
Principal  of  the  schools  of  Hamilton,  N.  Y.,  where  he 
continued  for  nearly  ten  years.  From  there  he  came 
to  this  county  and  at  once  took  charge  of  the  North 
Belvidere  school,  but  he  was  not  allowed  to  remain 
long  in  this  position,  for  one  year  later,  his  un¬ 
usual  ability  as  an  instructor  being  recognized,  he 
accepted  a  position  in  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  which  he 
filled  with  credit  for  nearly  two  years.  The  climate 
not  agreeing  with  him,  he  took  the  advice  of  his 
physician  and  left  that  city. 

In  1868,  Prof.  Sherrill  returned  to  Belvidere, 
where  the  people  gladly  welcomed  him,  and  the 
same  fall  was  made  Principal  of  the  North  Belvi¬ 
dere  school,  where  he  remained  until  1883.  He 
then  resigned  and  practically  retired,  or  would 
have  done  so  had  not  his  fellow- citizens  called  so 
loudly  for  his  services  that  he  could  not  refuse, 
and  in  consequence  was  elected  County  Superin¬ 
tendent,  which  position  he  filled  as  only  Prof. 
Sherrill  could,  until  the  arduous  duties  of  the  office 
forced  him  in  to  retiremen  t.  For  nearly  fifty  years, 
he  has  been  prominent  as  a  public  educator,  and 
some  of  the  profoundest  thinkers,  deepest  reason¬ 
ed  and  brainiest  men  of  the  West  attribute  their 
success  in  life  to  his  teachings.  The  genial  urban¬ 
ity  and  native  politeness  of  his  manners  engage 
and  captivate  the  good-will  and  confidence  of  all 
with  whom  he  comes  in  contact,  and  his  pleasing 
address  and  gentle  suavity  draw  the  heart  and 
affections  of  his  students  magnetically  toward  him, 
securing  their  closest  attention,  easy  control  and 


ardent  interest  in  their  studies.  The  untiring  en¬ 
ergy,  unflagging  zeal  and  ceaseless  devotion  he 
manifests  for  the  promotion  of  educational  im¬ 
provements  are  highly  appreciated. 

One  of  the  favors  shown  this  most  esteemed  and 
worthy  citizen  was  in  his  election  as  an  honorary 
member  of  the  celebrated  Colgate  University  of 
Hamilton,  N.  Y.,  with  the  title  of  A.  M.,  in  1859. 
Few,  indeed,  have  obtained  that  honor  and  dis¬ 
tinction.  Prof,  and  Mrs.  Sherrill  are  honored  and 
active  members  of  the  Belvidere  Presbyterian 
Church,  and  he  has  been  Eider  for  many  years. 
Politically,  he  is  a  stanch  Republican.  Mrs.  Sherrill, 
a  pleasing  and  refined  lady,  is  a  member  of  nearly 
all  the  ladies’  societies  and  her  brilliancy  and  rare 
accomplishments  fit  her  in  an  admirable  manner 
for  the  different  positions  with  which  her  sister- 
workers  favor  lior.  Rarely  does  one  meet  with  a 
more  refined,  intelligent  and  happy  family  than 
gathers  under  Prof.  Sherrill’s  roof.  For  many 
years  his  home  has  been  on  his  splendid  farm  just 
outside  the  city  limits  of  Belvidere,  a  most  beauti¬ 
ful  place,  which  might  well  be  called  “Villa  Con¬ 
tent.” 

EORGE  W.  LEVINGS.  who  is  residing  on  a 
((( ^f?  beautiful  farm  just  west  of  the  city  of 
Rockford,  has  his  dwelling  located  on  Mon¬ 
tague  Street.  The  farm  is  supplied  with  good, 
substantial  frame  buildings  and  Mr.  Levings  has 
planted  fruit  and  shade  trees,  which  make  the  es¬ 
tate  one  of  the  most  beautiful  in  the  county.  lie 
was  born  in  New  York  City,  .'June  25,  1839,  while 
his  father,  Peter  Levings,  was  born  in  the  town  of 
Northeast,  Dutchess  County,  that  State.  From 
there  the  elder  Mr.  Levings  wont  to  Now  York 
City,  where  he  was  engaged  in  the  mercantile 
business  at  the  corner  of  Greenwich  and  Vcasy 
Streets.  In  1842,  however,  on  account  of  ill  health 
he  disposed  of  his  interests  there  and  came  to  Illi¬ 
nois,  locating  in  Winnebago  County  at  a  time  when 
the  settlements  were  mostly  confined  to  the  timber 
and  streams. 

The  father  of  our  subject  located  a  tract  of  Gov¬ 
ernment  land  in  what  is  now  Winnebago  Town- 
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ship,  and  erected  thereon  a  house,  in  which  the 
family  resided  during'  the  time  he  was  employed  in 
clearing  ancl  improving  a  new  farm.  Soon  after 
locating  here,  he  formed  a  partnership  with  Alfred 
San  Cord  and  opened  the  first  meat  market  in  Rock¬ 
ford.  There  being  no  railroads  here,  for  some 
years  ho  hauled  liis  grain  to  Chicago,  one  hundred 
miles  distant,  t.0  market.  In  1876,  he  disposed  of 
liis  property  in  Winnebago  Township  and,  coming 
to  Rockford,  lived  retired  until  his  decease.  His 
wifOi  who  prior  to  her  marriage  was  Miss  Ann 
Nunn,  was  born  in  Liverpool,  England,  and  also 
departed  this  life  in  Rockford. 

The  five  children  comprising  the  parental  family 
were  Harriet  E.,  who  married  B.  F.  Pease;  George 
W.,  Thomas  0.,  Maggie  and  Alfred.  The  latter  is 
a  practicing  physician  in  Milwaukee.  Thomas  G. 
served  as  a  member  of  Company  I,  Eleventh  Illi¬ 
nois  Cavalry,  during  the  late  war,  and  Mrs.  Pease, 
who  was  a  member  of  the  Christian  Commission, 
was  taken  to  the  front  at  Vicksburg  in  the  interest 
of  that  organization. 

George  W.  Lovings  was  three  years  old  when 
brought  to  this  .State  by  liis  parents,  receiving  liis 
education  in  Winnebago  and  in  the  first  school 
over  erected  in  Rockford,  lie  resided  with  his 
parents  until  reaching  liis  majority,  when  he  was 
employed  on  different  kinds  of  work  in  the  city 
until  1863.  In  the  fall  of  that  year,  he  became  a 
member  of  Company  1,  Eleventh  Illinois  Cavalry, 
enlisting  for  a  service  of  three  years  and  partici¬ 
pating  with  liis  regiment  in  all  its  marches,  cam¬ 
paigns  and  battles,  lie  received  liis  honorable 
discharge  in  June,  1865,  and  on  returning  homo 
spent  the  time  until  1866  in  Rockford,  when  he 
went  to  Chicago  and  was  engaged  in  the  fruit 
trade  for  two  years.  At  the  end  of  that  time,  lie 
bought  and  .shipped  live-stock  from  Rockford,  be¬ 
ing  thus  engaged  for  three  years,  and  then  became 
the  proprietor  of  a  farm  in  Winnebago  Township, 
operating  it  for  six  years,  when  lie,  purchased  the 
tract  lie  has  improved  in  liis  present  farm.  The. 
estate  of  our  subject  is  finely  cultivated  and  by  a 
proper  rotation  of  crops  yields  a  handsome  income. 

Nellie  V,  Stranahan  became  the  wife  of  Mr.  Lov¬ 
ings  in  I860.  She  was  horn  in  Ohio  and  is  the 
daughter  of  Carlisle  and  Harriet  (Humphrey) 


Stranalmn.  Being  very  young  when  her  mother 
died,  she  was  adopted  into  a  family  named  Kimball, 
whose  name  she  bore,  and  was  reared  at  their  home 
in  Elgin,  111  During  the  late  war,  she  went  South 
ir.  the  interest  of  the  American  Missionary  Society, 
as  a  teacher  of  the  freedmen,  and  was  at  Memphis 
at  the  time  of  Forest’s  raid.  She  continued  in  the 
service  until  186!),  during  that  time  teaching  in 
Memphis,  Mobile  and  other  points. 

To  our  subject  and  his  wife  have  been  born  five 
children:  Frank,  Annie  E.,  Nellie  F.,  Ralph  S.  and 
Golden  W.  Mr.  Levin gs  is  a  member  of  Nevins 
Post  No.  1,  G.  A.  11.,  and  is  also  connected  with 
the  order  of  Modern  Woodmen  of  America.  lie 
casts  liis  vote  and  influence  in  favor  of  Republican 
principles  and  candidates  and  is  held  in  high  es¬ 
teem  by  all  who  know  him.  Mrs.  Levings  is  a 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  at 
Rockford. 


ON.  WI  LSON  II,  CRANDELL,  M.  I).,  who 
died  at  his  home  in  Durand  October  4, 1855, 
was  a  gentleman  whose  long  residence  in 
Winnebago  County,  together  with  his 
active  participation  in  worthy  measures  for  the  de¬ 
velopment  of  his  community,  made  him  promi¬ 
nent  both  socially  and  in  the  ranks  of  his  proles 
si  on.  It  has  been  said  that  there  are  two  kinds  of 
education,  one  which  is  received  at  school,  and  the 
other,  more  important,  which  we  give  ourselves. 
Dr.  Crandell  was  fortunate  in  gaining  each  kind 
of  training,  and,  as  a  result,  liis  character  was 
rounded  out  and  developed,  while  lie  acquired 
those  habits  of  perseverance  and  energy  which  are 
so  essential  in  any  profession. 

Born  in  Nassau,  N.  Y.,  June  14,  1805,  our 
subject  was  the  son  of  Nathan  R.  and  Rebecca 
(Arnold)  Crandell.  Ill's  early  life  was  passed  on 
the,  farm  and  as  an  employe  in  a  glass  factory.  He 
oiuiio.  West  in  early  life  and,  entering  Rush  Medical 
College  at  Chicago,  received  his  degree  of  Doctor 
of  Medicine  from  that  institution.  lie  first 
practiced  medicine  near  the  Garden  City,  and  vs  as 
later  established  at  Freeport, 

In  1845,  Dr.  Crandell  made  his  advent  into 
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Winnebago  County,  at  which  time  he  located  in 
what  is  now  Laona  Township,  and  gave  his  at¬ 
tention  to  lus  profession.  A  few  years  thereafter, 
he  removed  to  what  is  now  Durand  Township’ 
and,  purchasing  a  tract  of  land,  resided  upon  it 
until  his  death  in  1855.  He  had  an  extensive 
practice,  many  of  his  patients  living  beyond  Rockn 
ford,  and  even  as  far  as  Beloit.  lie  represented 
his  district  in  the  State  Legislature  in  1848 
during  which  time  he  formulated  and  secured  the 
passage  of  the  law  establishing  township  organi¬ 
zation.  In  politics,  he  always  voted  the  Whig 
ticket,  and  occupied  a  conspicuous  place  in  local 
affairs.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Free-will  Bap¬ 
tist  Church  and  gave  liberally  of  his  means  to  its 
support. 

June  6,  1829,  our  subject  and  Miss  Sophia  M. 
Elmore,  who  was  born  in  New  Lebanon,  N.  Y. 
July  13,  1804,  were  united  in  marriage.  Slh 
departed  this  life  September  4,  1843,  leaving  no 
family.  April  9,  1845,  the  Doctor  was  married  to 
Eliza  Randall,  who  had  her  birth  August  3,  1817, 
in  Pompey,  N.  Y.  She  was  the  daughter,  of 
Joshua  and  Sarah  (Smith)  Randall,  also  natives\of 
the  Empire  State.  Mrs.  Crandell  emigrated  wi|h 
her  mother  to  Wayne  County,  Mich.,  riding  froih 
Detroit  to  their  home,  twenty  miles,  over  a  cordui 
roy  road.  In  1838,  slie  came  to  this  State,  and  in 
Laona  Township  made  her  home  with  her  sister, 
Ruama,  who  had  married  William  II.  Stevens! 
Mrs.  Crandell  remained  with  her  sister  two  years 
when,  her  brother  William  coming  to  this  county, 
she  made  her  home  with  him  until  her  marriage 
with  our  subject. 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  Crandell  had  born  to  them 
three  children:  Edwin  Elmore,  who  Was  born 
August  24,  1846,  died  September  15,  1852;  Emily, 
who  was  born  March  22,  1852,  married  Andrew 
Blake  and  resides  at  Colorado  Springs,  where  Mr. 
BJake  is  engaged  in  the  hardware  business;  Harriet! 
born  April  10,  1854,  became  the  wife  of  Addison 
Barningham,  and  departed  this  life  January  13, 
1881.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Blake,  of  Colorado  Springs,’ 
have  four  children:  Arthur,  Maud  Lillian, 
Clarence  II.  and  Worthington  G.  ' 

Dr.  Crandell  at  his  death  loft  considerable  prop¬ 
erty,  and  his  wife,  who  carried  on  the  faun  for  a 


number  of  years  later,  sold  it  and  built  a  residence 
in  Durand.  She  has  given  her  daughter  quite 
a  little  fortune,  and  still  has  in  her  possession  a 
handsome  competency.  She  is  a  most  excellent 
and  charitable  lady  and  the  doer  of  many  kindly 
deeds  known  only  to  their  objects. 


P*  EMUS  W.  (UilWliN.  ThroiiglioutWiinic- 

l|  bago  County  there  are  doubtless  few 
citizens  who  have  not  been  personally 
acquainted  with  this  venerable  resident  of 
Winnebago,  who  has  aided  in  the  development 
of  the  resources  of  the  county,  and  during  the 
late  war  contributed  his  self-sacrificing  efforts 
to  the  preservation  of  the  Union.  He  is  a  native 
of  New  York,  and  was  born  in  Woodstock,  Madi¬ 
son  County,  April  13,  1806.  His  father,  Jesse,  was 
a  farmer  in  New  Lebanon,  N.  Y.,  and  also  followed 
the  same  occupation  in  Woodstock,  where  ho  se¬ 
cured  a  tract  of  timber  land,  cleared  a  farm,  and 
made  his  home  until  about  1815. 

In  the  above-mentioned  year,  Jesse  Grippen  re¬ 
moved  to  Nelson  Township,  and  afterward  to 
Smithfield  Township,  whence,  about  1818,  he  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  Oneida  County  and  purchased  a  tract  of 
wild  timber  land  in  the  town  of  Florence,  whore  he 
cleared  a  farm  from  the  wilderness,  and  remained 
for  a  number  of  yoars.  Later  ho  settled  in  the 
[  town  of  Vienna,  where  lie  bought  property  and 
|  where  he  was  bereaved  by  the  death  of  his  wife, 
Rachel  (Stevens)  Grippen,  who  was  probably  a  na¬ 
tive  of  the  Empire  State.  After  her  death,  lie  eanio, 
West  to  Hillsdale  County,  Mich.,  where  lie  died  at 
the  home  of  a  daughter  in  the  town  of  Reading. 

At  n  very  early  ago,  the  subject  of  our  sketch 
commenced  to  be  self-supporting,  and  learned  the 
trade  of  a  moulder  at  Tuborg,  Oneida  County, 
where  ho  remained  until  1845.  Then  coming  West 
by  way  of  Erie  Canal  to  Buffalo,  thence  on  a  pro- 
pcllor  across  the  Lakes  to  Sheboygan,  Wis.,  he 
proceeded  on  foot  with  his  brother-in-law,  Lu¬ 
ther  Miller,  and  made  the  overland  journey  to 
Rockford,  whore  he  selected  a  tract  of  Government 
land  in  what  is  now  Winnebago  Township,  on 
the  northwest  quarter  of  section  31.  During  the 
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summer  lie  erected  a  small  frame  house,  and  broke 
and  fenced  forty  acres  of  land.  In  the.  fall  lie  re¬ 
turned  East  for  his  family,  and,  coming  hither  the 
second  time,  was  met  at  Chicago  by  liis  brother-in- 
law  with  an  ox-team,  and  by  that  primitive  mode 
of  travel  the  family  was  conveyed  to  their  future 
home.  Tor  some  years  there  was  no  railroad  in 
the  county,  and  Chicago  was  the  nearest  market 
and  depot  for  supplies. 

Until  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  War,  Mr.  Grippen 
continued  actively  engaged  in  farming,  and  then 
enlisted,  September  1,  1861,  as  a  private  in  Com¬ 
pany  G,  Forty-fifth  Illinois  Infantry,  serving  two 
years,  being  promoted  to  Second,  and  later  to 
First  Lieutenant,  as  the  reward  of  meritorious  ser¬ 
vice.  He  then  resigned  on  account  of  disability, 
and  returned  home.  In  August,  1864,  he  re-en¬ 
listed  in  Company  D,  One  Hundred  and  Forty- 
sixth  Illinois  Infantry,  and  served  until  the  close 
of  the  war,  when  he  was  honorably  discharged,  July 
8,  1865.  In  his  second,  as  in  his  first  term  of  ser¬ 
vice,  lie  enlisted  as  a  private  and  was  promoted  to 
the  position  of  Second,  and  afterward  First  Lieu¬ 
tenant.  lie  participated  in  many  of  the  most 
bloody  conflicts  of  the  war,  and  was  always  in  the 
front  in  the  thickest  of  the  fight,  proving  his  pa¬ 
triotism  during  all  the  horrors  of  war. 

In  1866,  Mr.  Grippen  removed  to  the  village  of 
Winnebago,  where  he  lias  since  resided,  and  where 
ho  owns  eighty  acres,  the  value  of  which  is  con¬ 
stantly  increasing.  His  first  marriage  united  him 
to  Miss  Lydia  Miller,  who  was  born  in  Oneida 
County,  N.  Y.,  and  died  in  Winnebago,  January 
25,  1866.  Afterward  Mr.  Grippen  was  married,  Oc¬ 
tober  22,  1868,  to  Miss  Margaret  L.,  daughter  of 
William  and  Jane  (Smith)  Wallace,  and  a  native 
of  Franklin  Comity,  Ind.  Her  parents  came  to 
Illinois  about  1853,  and  the  father  died  in  Olney 
in  1885;  the  mother  still  survives  and  makes  her 
homo  in  Winnebago  Township,  with  her  daughter, 
Mrs.  Vanson. 

Six  children  were  horn  pf  the  first  union  of  Mr. 
Grippen,  namely*.  Nancy,  who  married  John  Her¬ 
ring;  Ezra;  Marin,  wife  of  William  Tryan;  Delia, 
who  •became  the  wife  of  Hampton  Sloan;  Mary, 
Mrs.  Wallace  Gorham;  ami  Spencer.  Ezra  served 
in  Company  0,  Sovonty-nuith  Illinois  Infantry, 


during  some  months  of  the  Civil  War.  Mr.  Grippen 
isa  member  of  Nevins  Tost  No.  1,  G.  A.  R.  About 
the  time  of  liis  removal  from  the  Empire  State, 
the  Congregational  Church,  North  and  South,  was 
divided  on  the  question  of  slavery,  and  after  set¬ 
tling  in  Illinois,  he  and  Mr.  Miller  offered  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Hodges,  the  minister  of  the  Congregational 
Church  in  Oneida  County,  N.  Y.,  a  tract  of  land  if 
he  would  come  West  and  preach  at  some  conven¬ 
ient  point.  The  offer  was  accepted,  and  the  min¬ 
ister  shortly  after  his  arrival  organized  the  First 
Congregational  Church  in  Winnebago,  with  seven 
members,  the  only  survivors  at  present  being  Mrs. 
Elizabeth  Holt  and  our  subject.  A  few  years  af¬ 
ter  the  organization,  a  stone  church  was  erected  on 
section  21,  and  after  the  railroad  was  built  in  the 
county,  and  the  village  of  Winnebago  was  estab¬ 
lished,  the  old  building  was  abandoned,  and  the 
Presbyterian  Church  of  Winnebago  became  its 
natural  successor. 

Throughout  the  community  where  they  reside, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Grippen  are  highly  esteemed,  and  their 
generosity  and  kindliness  of  heart  are  well  known 
and  appreciated.  They  are  the  parents  of  two 
children,  who  now  survive,  namely:  Jennie  Belle, 
who  married  Ileman  Hoyt;  and  Dennis  W.,  Jr. 

if?  EWIN  El  HR  LEY,  Jit.,  one  of  the  early  set- 
I  tiers  now  residing  in  Flora  Township, 

jlLAy,  Boone  County,  was  born  in  LaPorte  County, 
Ind.,  Januaiy  12, 1833.  He  isa  son  of  Lewis  Shir¬ 
ley,  whom,  it  is  supposed,  was  bom  either  in  Vir¬ 
ginia  or  'Pennsylvania.  He  removed  from  the 
Keystone  State  to  Ohio,  and  after  residing  there  a 
few  years,  in  about  1825  removed  farther  West¬ 
ward  to  LaPorte  County,  Ind.,  where  ho  was  one 
of  the  early  settlers.  He  located  on  Doore  Prairie, 
and  securing  a  tract  of  Government  land,  at  once 
erected  the  log  house  in  which  our  subject  was 
horn.  Ilis  son,  Adam  K.,  was  the  first  white  child 
born  in  this  county. 

The.  father  of  our  subject  resided  in  Indiana  un¬ 
til  1835,  then,  in  company  with  his  wife  and  seven 
children,  he  made  the  journey  overland  with  teams 
to  Illinois,  and  located  in  Winnebago  County  be- 
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fore  ic  was  organized.  Indians  were  still  in  the 
vicinity,  and  deer,  bear  and  other  wild  animals 
were  plentiful,  and  roamed  at  will  over  the  coun¬ 
try.  Mr.  Shirley  selected  Government  land  both 
in  Cherry  Valley  Township,  Winnebago  County, 
and  Flora  Township,  this  county.  lie  erected  a 
log  house  on  the  former,  the  roof  being  formed  of 
rived  clapboards,  and  for  a  time  the  cabin  did  not 
even  boast  of  a  floor,  and  in  lieu  of  a  door  a 
blanket  was  hung  across  an  opening  in  the  wall. 
There  was  plenty  of  water  on  the  farm,  and  Mr. 
Shirley  building  a  saw  and  grist  mill,  operated 
these  in  addition  to  carrying  on  his  estate.  He  re¬ 
sided  in  Cliorry  Valley,  with  the  exception  of  about 
two  years  when  he  was  in  California,  until  his  de¬ 
cease,  December  6,  1872. 

Idle  maiden  name  of  the  mother  of  our  subject 
w,a°  Julia  Keith;  she  was  born  in  Pennsylvania, 

.  a  daughter  of  Peter  Keith,  and  departed  this  life 
.  on.  the  home  farm  in  1837.  After  her  death,  our 
subject’s  father  chose  for  his  second  wife;  Miss 
Mary  O’Hara,  who  died  in  1887.  The  seven  chil¬ 
dren  born  of  his  first  union  were  vSilas,  Mary,  Jane, 
Adam,  Lewis,  Charles  W.  and  Elizabeth. 

Lewis  Shirley,  Jr.,  was  two  years  of  age  when 
brought  to  Illinois  by  his  parents,  and  remembers 
well  the  incidents  of  pioneer  life  here.  He  attended 
the  first  school  ever  taught  in  this  section,  the  tem¬ 
ple  of  learning  being  a  log  house  with  slab  seat  set 
on  common  wooden  pins  for  legs.  Holes  were 
bored  in  the  wall,  pins  inserted,  and  a  slab  laid  on 
to  serve  for  the  larger  scholars  to  write  on.  When 
but  a  mere  boy,  he  used  to  go  to  Chicago  with  his 
father,  the  latter  leading  off  with  a  team,  and  our 
subject  following  with  another,  loaded  with  wheat 
which  sometimes  would  only  bring  forty-two  emits 
per  bushel. 

In  1859,  he  of  whom  we  write  went  to  Califor¬ 
nia,  making  the  entire  journey  overland  with  ox- 
teams.  At  that  time  there  were  no  white  settle¬ 
ments  on  the  plains,  and  the  buffalo  and  antelopes 
were  numerous.  After  five  months’  travel,  he  ar¬ 
rived  in  the  Golden  .State,  and  for  a  short  time 
was  engaged  in  mining,  then  began  dealing  in  I 
wood.  He  remained  there  about  five  years,  at  the  ' 
end  of  which  time  lie  returned  home  and  resumed  I 
farming,  in  1804,  Mr.  Shirley  located  on  the  farm 


which  lie  now  owns  and  occupies,  which  was  a  por¬ 
tion  of  the  land  which  his  father  entered  from  the 
Government.  In  addition  to  farming,  he  lias  en¬ 
gaged  quite  extensively  in  the  wood  business,  in 
which  undertaking  he  has  been  very  successful. 
His  estate  is  one  of  the  finest  in  the  county,  con¬ 
taining  five  hundred  and  seventy-five  well-im- 
.  proved  acres. 

November  3,  1864,  Miss  Leah  Ream  became  the 
wife  of  our  subject.  She  was  a  native  of  the  Key¬ 
stone  State,  and  departed  this  life  February  28, 
1876.  The  second  wife  of  Mr.  Shirley,  to  whom 
he  was  married  March  14,  1880,  was  Sophia  Z. 
Smith,  a  native  of  Carroll  County,  Ohio,  her  birth 
occurring  July  2 1 ,  1841.  Her  father,  James  Smith, 
was  born  near  Hoboken,  N.  J.,  where  also  his  father, 
Hector  Smith,  was  born,  and,  it  is  supposed,  spent 
his  entire  life.  The  maiden  name  of  the  grand¬ 
mother  of  Mrs.  Shirley  was  Sophia,  daughter  of 
Amby  Clark,  who  also  had  her  birth  in  the  above- 
named  State  and  town.  After  the  death  of  her 
husband,  she  went  to  Ohio  with  her  children,  and 
from  there  to  Iowa,  where  her  decease  occurred  in 
Fayette  County. 

The  father  of  Mrs.  Shirley  was  sixteen  years  of 
age  when  the  family  removed  to  Ohio  and  located 
!  in  Franklin  County.  In  1837,  he  removed  to  (,'ar- 
roll  County  and  purchased  k  tract  of  timber  laud 
near  Carrollton.  Slaking  his  home  in  that  place 
until  1854,  he  again  made  liih  way  Westward,  in 
company  with  liis  wife,  and  five  children,  this  time 
making  his  home  in  Fayette  County,  Iowa.  One  of 
tlse  children  died  on  the  way.-  Sir.  Smith  located 
land  in  what  is  now  Smith  llehlTownslup,  and  when 
the  township  was  organized,  it  was  named  in  his 
honor.  The  family  moved  into  a  log  cabin  until 
a  mortj  substantial  structure  could  bo  erected  for 
them,  the  father  having  to  go  thirty  miles  dis¬ 
tant  to  have  lumber  sawed.  He  improved  his 
land,  upon  which  he  has  resided,  with  the  exception 
of  a  few  years  spent  in  Fayette,  since  locating 
there. 

The  parents  of  Mrs.  Shirley  were  married  in  Car- 
roll  County,  Ohio,  in  1837,  the  mother’s  maiden 
name  being  May  J.  Morrison.  She  was  boun  in 
Pennsylvania,  and  was  the  daughter  of  John  and 
Jan e( Mon  tgomery )  Morrison.  They  have  been  mar- 
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vied  nearly  fifty-live  years,  and  have  reared  a  fam¬ 
ily  of  six  children:  Jana,  John  M.,  Rose  A.,  James 
II,,  and  Charles  F.,  all  Of  whom  are  living,  with 
the  exception  of  John  M.  Mrs.  Shirley  was  given 
a  good  education,  and  when  fifteen  years  of  age, 
entered  the  Iowa  University  at  Fayette,  where  she 
fitted  herself  as  a  teacher,  which  occupation  she 
followed  for  twenty  years.  By  her  union  with  our 
subject,  one  son  has  been  born,  Janies  Lewis,  born 
January  23,  1884.  Mr.  Shirley,  by  his  first  mar¬ 
riage,  became  the  father  of  six  children:  Celestia 
E.,  Carrie  A.,  Roswell  R.  and  Adelbcrt  W.  Flora 
E.j  the  second  child,  died  when  thirteen  years  of 
age,  and  Gertrude,  the  fifth  in  order  of  birth,  de¬ 
parted  this  life  in  her  seventh  year. 


is 


jkM  ARTTN  P.  WHITESIDE,  who  at  present 
jlj  occupies  a  pleasant  home  in  Rockford,  was 
I  born  In  Chautauqua  County,  N.  Y.,  Au- 

®  gust  23,  1822.  Ills  father,  Robertson 

Whiteside,  was  a  native  of  Washington  County, 
that  State,  where  he  was  reared  to  farming  pur¬ 
suits  in  the  town  of  Cambridge.  The  grandfather 
of  our  subject,  John  Whiteside,  lived  and  died  in 
that  place. 

He  of  whom  we  write  is  the  younger  of  two 
sons  born  to  his  parents,  his  brother,  William  P., 
being  a  resident  of  Chautauqua,  living  on  the 


banks  of  that  beautiful  lake  at  Whiteside  Point, 
where  his  father  located  on  a  farm  of  one  hundred 
and  thirty  acres  in  1836.,  After  a  residence  thereof 
some  3'ears,  the  elder  Mr.  Whiteside  removed  to 
May  ville,  the  county  seat,  where  he  died  in  his  eigh¬ 
tieth  year.  His  widow,  prior  to  her  marriage,  was 
Maria  Prcndergast;  she  was  born  in  1798,  in  Rens¬ 
selaer  County,  N.  Y.,  and  departed  this  life  when 
seventy-eight  years  old.  Her  father  was  Martin 
Prcndergast,  of  Chautauqua  County,  where  lie  was 
Judge  for  many  years.  This  family  was  one  of 
the  loading  and  wealthy  residents  of  Jamestown, 
N.  Y.,  which  place  was  named  in  honor  of  James 
Prcndergast,  who  there  owned  a  large  estate,  a 
portion  of  which  was  timber  land.  There  he 
eroded  mills,  manufactured  lumber,  putting  in  the 


first  gangsaw  in  that  section,  if  not  the  first  in  the 
United  States.  William  Prendcrgnst,  better  known 
as  Colonel,  was  in  active  service  during  the  Revo¬ 
lutionary  War,  after  which  he  located  on  a  farm. 

The  gentleman  of  wliQui  we  write  was  givyn  a 
good  academic  education,  and  in  1844  was  married 
to  a  most  worthy  and  estimable  lady,  who  bore  tlie 
name  of  Sarah  Holmes.  She  was  born  October 
6,  1824,  in  Oneida  County,  N.  Y.,  and  was  the 
daughter  of  Hetli  AY.  Holmes,  of  Salisbury,  Conn., 
whose  birth  occurred  in  1799,  and  who  departed 
this  life  at  Paw  Paw,  Lee  Count}",  Ill.,  in  1864. 
His  wife  was  Sallie  Stone,  who  was  also  born  in 
Connecticut,  in  1802,  in  the  town  of  Litchfield,  and, 
like  her  husband,  passed  away  in  Paw  Paw,  in 
1856. 

Our  subject  and  his  only  brother  were  mer¬ 
chants  at  Mayviile,  N.  Y.,  for  a  number  of  years. 
The}-  erected  a  saw  and  grist  mill,  and  did  a  large 
and  paying  business,  which  they  sold  out  iu  order 
to  come  West.  Locating  in  Paw  Paw,  this  State, 
in  1852,  they  invested  in  fanning  lands,  their  es¬ 
tate  comprising  five  hundred  fertile  acres.  The 
father  of  Mrs.  Whiteside  owned  in  Lee  Comity 
ton  or  twelve  farms,  which  estate  he  left  to  his 
three  daughters;  the  sisters  of  Mrs,  Whiteside  be¬ 
ing  Phoebe,  Mrs.  Martin  Prcndergast,  of  Chautau¬ 
qua,  N.  Y.;  and  Helen1,  Mrs.  John  Dickson,  who 
resides  at  Racine,  Wis. 

To  Mr.  and  Airs.  Whiteside  have  been  born  two 
sons:  Henry  lb,  whose  birth  occurred  April  6, 
1853;  and  John  AY.,  who  was  born  October  4, 1857. 
The  latter-named  gentleman  is  a  physician  at  Bes¬ 
semer,  Mich.,  and.  in  partnership  with  other  physi¬ 
cians,  manages  a  hospital.  He  was  graduated  from 
the  Rush  Medical  College  at  Chicago,  in  the  Class 
of  ’82,  and  was  one  of  the  few  members  whose 
standing  admitted  him  to  the  hospital  that  year. 
Henry  resides  in  Chicago,  and,  in  connection  with 
the  Board  of  Trade,  is  conducting  a  grain  ensam- 
pler’s  business. 

Our  subject  and  his  wife  came  to  Rockford  in 
1886,  whore  they  purchased  the  Kimball  Place,  just 
west  of  Haskell  Avenue.  There  they  planted  and 
grew  a  fine  vineyard,  from  which  they  gathered 
annually  four  tons  of  grapes.  Tiny  subsequently 
sold  these  grounds  for  building  lots,  on  which  they 
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erected  in  1883  a  pleasant  residence.  A  year  later, 
however,  they  removed  to  the  home  which  will  no 
doubt  be  their  dwelling  place  until  they  shall  be 
called  to  their  final  reward.  It  is  located  at  No. 
503  Rockton  Avenue,  -where  their  kindly  natures 
lead  them  to  make  life  pleasant  for  others,  and 
their  influence  in  the  community  is  always  felt  for 
good. 

H  JpkLlAM  RICE,  In  point  of  energy,  en- 
1 &Jj  terprisc  and  determination,  the  subject  of 
™  this  sketch  is  looked  upon  as  one  of  the 
leading  men  of  Rockford  Township,  Winnebago 
County.  He  is  what  may  be*  properly  termed  a 
“hustler,”  in  the  broadest  sense  of  the  term,  and  is 
genial  and  generous,  one  who  is  a  universal  favor¬ 
ite  in  both  social  and  business  circles,  lie  is  mostly 
interested  in  agricultural  pursuits,  and  is  the.  pos¬ 
sessor  of  a  large  numbtg  of  acres  of  land  in  this 
township.  — • 

•C'-^he  original  of  this  sketch  had  his  bi_.  h 
Solon,  Cortland  County,  N.  Y.,  on  the  4th  of  July, 
1827.  His  worthy  father,  who  bore  the  name  of 
William  Rice,  was  born  in  New  England,  and  there 
reared.  He  went  to  Cortland  County,  N.  Y,,  when 
a  young  man,  and  there  bought  a  tract  of  timber 
land,  clearing  a  splendid  farm  from  the  wilderness. 

There  were  no  railroads  nor  canals  built  in  New 
York  State  for  several  years  after  his  advent  there, 
and  the  people  lived  off  the  products  of  their  own 
farms,  the  women  spinning  and  carding  and  mak¬ 
ing  homespun  clothes  for  their  families.  The  fa¬ 
ther  of  our  subject  lived  on  the  home  farm  with 
his  parents  until  the  year  1850,  when  ho  removed 
to  Pennsylvania.  After  a  few  years’  residence,  in 
the  latter-named  State,  he  again  came  to  Cortland 
County  and  resided  with  his  son,  our  subject,  un¬ 
til  his  death,  which  took  place  in  18G3. 

The  beloved  mother  of  our  subject  bore  the 
maiden  name  of  Theodosia  Thornton;  she  was  a 
native  of  New  York  State,  and  died  on  the  home 
farm  in  Cortland  County.  She  roared  to  man  and 
woman’s  estate  six  children,  named  as  follows:  Al- 
mon,  Jason,  Phrnbe,  Joseph,  Betsey  and  William. 
Our  subject  is  the  youngest  of  the  children  born 


to  bis  parents,  and  was  reared  and  educated  in  his 
native  State  and  county,  and  resided  under  the 
parental  roof  until  he  was  seventeen  years  of  age. 
At  that  age  ho  staged  out  for  himself  in  life,  and 
commenced  by  working  on  a  farm  for  $7  per 
month,  and  later  received  $10  a  month.  In  this 
way  he  earned  and  saved  enough  money  to  help 
him  get  a  good  start.  His  father  gave  him  sixty 
acres  of  land  in  the  township  of  Ciueinnutus,  Cort¬ 
land  County,  when  he  readied  his  majority,  and 
on  this  place  was  an  old  log  house  with  a  frame 
addition,  a  small  barn,  two  and  oiie-third  acres 
being  improved.  On  this  place  pur  subject  lived 
,  for  only  one  year,  when  he  traded  with  his  father 
for  the  old  homestead  of  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres,  paying  his  father  $2,500  besides.  Here  be 
lived  until  1859,  when  ho  journeyed  to  the  Prairie 
State,  and  settled  in  West  Point  Township,  Steph¬ 
enson  County,  purchasing  a  tract  of  one  hundred 
and  sixty  acres  on  which  he  made  his  home  until 
1868. 

In  the  year  mcmMojiod  above,  William  Rice,  the 
subject  of  this  life  history,  sold  his  land  in  Stephen¬ 
son  County  and  came  to  the  city  or  Rockford,  buy- 
ing  property  in  the  same,  and  also  a  (hie  farm  of 
one  hundred  and  eighty-two  acres  adjoining  the 
city.  lie  has  since  then  purchased  other  lands,  and 
now  owns  a  farm  which  comprises  two  hundred  and 
forty-eight  broad  and  fertile  acres,  besides  one 
hundred  and  thirty-eight  acres  adjoining  the  city, 
which  has  been  his  homo,  for  the  past  two  years,  'On 
this  place  lie  is  actively  and  prosperously  engaged 
in  tilling  the  soil,  and  raising  some  cattle,  which 
are  of  the  best  grades,  and  lie  is  a  splendid  exam¬ 
ple  of  what  may  be  accomplished  bj-  a  persistent, 
sagacious  and  economical  man.  No  owns  an  acre 
of  valuable  laud  in  the.  city,  which'  is  as  yet  va¬ 
cant. 

To  the  wife  who  has  contributed  her  quota  to 
his  prosperity,  presides  with  grace  and  true  hospi¬ 
tality  over  his  home,  and  makes  his  interest  her 
own,  Mr.  Rico  was  united  in  marriage  in  1818. 
Mrs.  Rice  was  born  in  tiie  Empire  State,  a  (laugh-- 
ler  of  Andrew  and  Matilda  (Fuller)  Coleman. 
Mi’S.  Rice  was  known  in  her  maidenhood  as  Nancy 
Coleman,  and  =!uus  become  the  mother  of  the  fob- 
iowing  children,  vii  ;  Vinton  B.,  Til  la  I.,  Hattie 
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L.,  Kiltie  («.,  Opal  A.,  Lena  L.  and  Willie  A. 
(Sin it  A.,  who  was  Use  second  child,  died  when 
seven  years  and  seven  months  old.) 

The  life  record  of  onv  Subject  is  an  honor  to  him 
and  an  example  to  the,  youth  of  the  present  gener¬ 
ation.  He  is  gifted  with  a  strong*  clear  mind,  ten¬ 
acity  of  purpose,  and  far-seeing  sagacity,  which 
have  enabled  him  to  control  his  business  affairs  to 
the  best  advantage,  so  that  lie  has  become  well-to- 
do.  He  is  liberal  in  the  use  of  his  money,  showing 
that  ho  has  not  labored  merely  for  himself.  In  his 
political  views,  he  is  a  stanch  Democrat.  In  their 
religious  views  they  are  liberal,  and  not  connected 
will*  any  church, 

>  < 

el  I  ARLES  ().  UPTON.  An  honorable  place 
,  among  the  citizens  of  Rockford  is  occupied 
'  by  the.  President  of  the  Manufacturers’ 
National  Bank,  whoso  portrait  is  presented  on  the 
opposite  page.  Nearly  forty  years  has  Mr.  Upton 
been  a  resident  of  this  city,  and  by  his  business 
energy,  integrity  and  public  spirit,  ably  contributes 
to  its  prosperity  and  growth.  Affable,  clear¬ 
headed,  a  financier  of  safe  discretion,  in  him  and 
his  estimable  wife,  a  lady  of  much  grace  and 
dignify  of  presence  and  character,  may  be  recog¬ 
nized  that  ■refined  type  of  manners  and  morals, 
deeply  rooted  in  austere  New  England  virtues, 
nmelioriatod  by  Western  influences,  whose  preva¬ 
lence  gives  a  high,  tone  to  the  atmosphere  of  Rock¬ 
ford. 

Charles  Oscar  Upton,  youngest  son  of  Amos  and 
Hannah  (Flint)  Upton,  was  horn  in  North  Rend¬ 
ing,  Mass.,  .September  17,  1832.  lie  is  of  the  sixth 
generation  from  his  ancestor,  John  Upton,  who 
came  to  Massachusetts  from  the  original  homo  of 
the  family  across  the  waters  about,  the  year  1(15*2. 
Having  been  in  his  boyhood  and  early  youth  duly 
disciplined  and  instructed  in  the  district  schools, 
then  in  vogue  in  liis  native  village,  our  subject 
was  later  enrolled  as  a  student  of  Lawrence 
Academy  in  the  neighboring  town  of  Groton,  and 
for  a  brief  time  enjoyed  the  advantages  afforded 
by  that  institution  for  higher  learning.  Relum¬ 
ing  to  the^shellcr  of  the  parental  roof,  and  enter¬ 


ing  into  business,  he,  began  to  think  of  marriage 
and  a  home  of  his  own. 

The  marriage  of  diaries  O.  Upton  and  Cather¬ 
ine  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Col.  Jacob  S.  and 
Catherine  (Foster)  Rayner,  took  place  at  the  home 
of  the  bride’s  parents  in  North  Reading,  Mass., 
March  20,  1855,  and  their  wedding  journey  was 
the  trip  to  the  new  home  in  the  great  Prairie 
State.  The  children  horn  of  the  union  are  as 
follows:  Florence  L,,  born  August  31,  1858, 
married  Lyon  Playfair  Ross,  who  died  February 
23,  1889,  leaving  two  children;  Nellie  It.,  horn  in 
18(51,  died  in  1803,  4ged  two  years  and  three 
months;  Clyde  W.,  horn  January  20,  1801,  is  at 
home;  and  Lucy  J.,  born  March  31,  1800,  was 
married  at  the  family  residence  o;ff  North  Court 
Street,  November  19,  1.891,  to  Fred  King  Triboii. 
Liberal  in  their  religious  views,  sympathizing  with 
tlu*  progressive  teachings  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Kerr, 
and  enjoying  iris  faithful  ministrations,  Mr.  and 
Mrs  Upton  are  active  members  of  the  Christian 
Union  Church." 

When  Mr.  Upton  came  to  Rockford  in  Septem¬ 
ber,  1851,  it  was  then  an  unimportant  village. 
But  the  struggling  town  which  he  found  by  the 
River  Rock  has  given  way  to  the  handsome,  mod- 
,  ern  city  of  to-day,  and  in  this  development  he 
[  has  played  no  unimportant  part  ms  a  solid  and 
I  trustworthy  man  and  sagacious  financier,  who  has 
■  erected  one  of  the  most  attractive  residences  in 
i  the  city,  founded  a  solid  and  reliable  banking 
institution,  and  otherwise  vigorously  aided  in 
;  pushing  forward  the  material  interests  of  city  and 
county,  besides  bearing  an  honorable  part  in  the 
guidance  of  public  affairs.  For  a  number  of  years 
;  he  successfully  conducted  business,  and  engaged 
largely  in  buying  and  shipping  live  stock. 

The  Second  National  Bank  of  Rockford  was 
organized  in  1 8(54,  and  Mr.  Upton  was  made  one 
:  of  its  Directors.  lie  was  connected  with  that  bank 
twenty  years,  and  the  last  two  was  Vice-Presi¬ 
dent.  In  1889,  he  organized  the  Manufacturers’ 
National  Bank,  was  elected  its  President,  and  still 
holds  that  office.  Under  his  careful  supervision, 
the  affairs  of  the  hank,  which  already  occupies  an 
important  posit'n'n  in  the  monetary  circles  of  the 
Stale,  are  in  a  llunrisbing  condition,  and  a  steady 
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and  constantly  increasing  business  denotes  the 
high  favor  in  which  it  is  held  by  the  people.  Mr. 
Upton  is  also  a  Director  in  the  Rockford  Burial 
Case  Company. 

Soon  after  he  became  a  resident  of  Rockford,  Mr. 
Upton’s  fellow-citizens  called  upon  him  to  help 
administer  the  local  government,  and  he  has  held 
various  offices  of  trust,  executing  his  public  duties 
with  the  same  force,  tact,  business  acumen  and 
system  that  have  always  characterized  his  manage¬ 
ment  of  his  private  business.  He  served  four 
years  as  a  member  of  the  City  Council  (being  one 
of  the  committee  of  three  that  built  the  water 
works),  was  on  the  County  Board  of  Supervisors 
three  terms,  and  was  Treasurer  of  Rockford  two 
years.  He  has  been  permanently  connected  with 
the  Agricultural  Society  as  one  of  i t,;  leading 
members  for  many  years,  having  served  two  terms 
as  President,  the  same  length  of  time  as  Vice- 
President,  and  is  now  Treasurer  of  the  Association. 
A  true  Republican  in  politics,  he  cast  his  first  vote 
for  John  C.  Fremont  and  has  stood '  firmly  by 
his  party  ever  since  the  early  days  Of  its  organi¬ 
zation. 


zp^EORGE  THOMAS  WHEELER,  an  early 
(((  settler  in  Boone  County,  is  now  living  a 
retired  life  in  the  village  of  Poplar  Grove. 
He  was  bom  in  Hamburg,  Erie  County,  N.  Y., 
August  14,  1828,  and  is  a  son  of  Thomas  Wheeler, 
whose  native  place  was  Massachusetts.  The  latter- 
named  gentleman  was  reared  and  married  in  the 
Bay  State  and  from  there  removed  to  Erie  County, 
N.  Y.,  where  lie  was  one.  of  the.  early  settlers  in 
the  town  of  Golden.  Later,  he  settled  in  Hamburg, 
where  he  followed  the  trade  of  bhieksmi thing  and 
remained  until  his  decease  in  1829. 

Miss  Martha  Buxton,  the.  maiden  name  of  our 
subject’s  mother,  was  horn  in  Rhode  Island  and, 
surviving  her  husband  many  years,  died  at  the 
home  of  her  daughter,  Mrs.  Webster,  in  Poplar 
Grove.  He  of  whom  we  write  was  reared  in  his 
native  town,  where  he  resided  until  1818,  and 
then  came  by  the  way  of  the  Lakes  to  Chicago, 
and  thence  by  teams  to  this  county.  Here  ho 


entered  a  quarter-section  of  Government  land  in 
what  is  now  Boone  Township,  which  was  said  to 
be  tho  last  piece  of  Government  land  in  tins  lo¬ 
cality.  He  paid  for  this  properly  with  ft  soldier  % 
land  warrant,  which  cost  him  $140.  Tiic  estate 
was  placed  under  most  excellent  cultivation,  and 
live  years  later  Mr.  Wheeler  sold  out  and  pur- 
|  chased  a  tract  one  mile  south  of  Poplar  Grove. 
He  made  that  police  Ins  homo  for  ten  years,  at  the 
end  of  which ^ime  he  became  the  proprietor  of  an 
estate  two  and  one-halL  miles  southeast  in  tho 
t  same  township,  which  lie  occupied  until  1888,  the 
!  year  in  vUieh  he  moved  to  Poplar  Grove. 

November  25,  1857,  Miss  Harriet  Ball  and  our 
subject  were  united  in  marriage.  They  have  bt/- 
como  the  parents  of  throe  children:  Prank,  HoU'n 
M.  and  Blanch.  The  father  of  Mrs.  Wheeler,  $d- 
ward  Ball,  was  born  in  Northboro,  Yforodstor 
County,  Mass.,  in  June,  1807.  His  father,'  who 
was  also  named  Edward,  it  is  thought,  waei  born 
on  tho  same  farm  as  his  son  and  was  dcscendj/d  from 
one  of  four  brothers  who  came  to  America,  from 
England  in,  an  early  day  and  located  in  what  ha; 
since  been  known  as  Ball’s  Hill.  , 

Grandfather  Ball  was  a  farmer  and  spent  p:<. 
entire  life  in  Northboro.  The  maiden  name  of 
his  wife  was  SophiaPuffer,  the  daughter  of  Reuben 
Puffer,  who  was  a  preacher  and  many  years  pastor 
of  tho  Congregational  Church  in  Berlin,  where  he 
;  spent  his  bust  years.  The  grandmother  of  Mrs. 

:  Wheeler  died  at  the  homo  of  her  daughter  in 
,  Northboro,  Mass.  Edward  Ball  was  reared  and 
married  in  the  above-named  place  and,  being  the 
:  only  son,  inherited  the  old  home  farm,  upon 
i  which  he  resided  until  1856,  the  date  of  his  com- 
!  ing  to  Illinois.  Ilo  located  on  a  farm  in  Boone 
,  Township,  which  consisted  of  two  hundred  and 
1  forty  acres,  and  resided  there  until  his  death  in 
June,  1889.  The  lady  to  whom  lie  was  married, 

■  in  .March,  1835,  was  Miss  Harriet,  daughter  of 
Thomas  Ilapgood.  She  was  horn  in  Mari  boro, 
Middlesex  County,  Mass.,  January  4,1817.  Her 
father  was  a  son  of  Thomas  Ilapgood,  Sr.,  who 
:  was  of  early  English  ancestry  and  married  Lucy 
Wood.  The  grandfather  of  Mrs.  Wheeler  was  a 
carpenter  and  died  in  Marlboro.  The  maiden 
I  name  of  Iris  wife  was  Mary  Witt,  who  was  horn 
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in  what  is  now  Hudson,  Mass.,  and  was  the  daugh-  i 
ter  of  Kbenezer  and  Catherine  (Goodenow)  Witt. 
The  mother  of  Mrs.  Wheeler  is  still  living  and 
makes  her  borne  in  Poplar  Grove.  In  his  political 
relations,  our  subject  is  a  stanch  Democrat. 


II ARLES  G.  ALNEER, a  memlgt  of  the  firm 
of  Alneer  Bros.,  dealers  in  all. kinds  of  seeds 
and  plants,  with  headquarters  at  No.  710 
South  Fourth  Street,  is  one  of  the  progressive  young 
business  men  of  the  city,  and  is  upright  and  hon¬ 
orable  in  all  his  business  transactions.  He.  has  a  yery 
pleasant  home  at  No.  7 1 0  K  ish  waukee  Street,  and  his 
brother  Alfred,  who  is  the  junior  member  of  the 
firm,  resides  at  No.  7015  of  lire  same  street.  They  be¬ 
gan  business  in  a  small  way  in  J888,  but  met  with 
so  much  success  and  encouragement. that  they  grad¬ 
ually  increased  their  business,  until  they  are  now 
Classed  among  the  nourishing  and  most  reliable 
seed  merchants  of  the  State, 

Our  subject;  can  e  to  this  city  in  the  year  1869, 
was  engaged  with,  a  seed  merchant  here  for  some 
time,  and  subsequently  he  and  his  brother  began 
business  on  their  own  account.  They  have  a  large 
"trade  all  over/the  United  Stales,  the  result  of  their 
upright  conduct  in  dealing  with  patrons  ami  their 
manner  of  Advertising  with  fine,  illustrated  cata¬ 
logues.  They  make  it  a  point  to  give  a  buyer  just 
what  lie  lkiys,and  no  misrepresentation  of  goods  is 
allowed/  Buyers  may  feel  assured  that  l-heir  orders 
will  be/illed  with  as  good  seeds,  and  at  as  reasonable 
pricos/as  thou;?li  they  were  present.  Their  present 
qunr/ers  are  found  to  be  inadequate  for  their  large 
aud/inercasmg  business.  They  are  now  eonsider- 
injf  plans  for  a  large  and  handsome  block  to  he 
erected  for  them,  the.  entire  building  to  be  used  by 
them,  in  which  to  conduct  their  large  seed  and 
plant  business. 

Charles  G.  Alneer  was  originally  from  Sweden, 
bom  in  Wester  Gothland  Province,  December  28. 
1856,  and  came  with  the  family  to  America  to 
1809.  They  came  immediately  to  Rockford,  111,, 
and  there  the  father  is  still  living,  and  on  the 
22d  of  December,  1891,  was  seventy-three  years 
old.  lie  has  been  a  tiller  of  the  soil  all  his  life. 


The  mother,  whose  maiden  name  was  Anna  Lind- 
strora,  died  in  1874,  when  fifty-five  years  of  age. 
She  was  a  Lutheran  in  her  religious  belief,  and  her 
husband  is  a  member  of  that  church. 

Our  subject  was  the  sixth  child  and  the  eldest  son 
living  of  nine  children  born  to  his  parents,  of 
whom  five  are  living,  all  of  whom  are  residents  of 
Rockford  except  one  daughter,  Carrie,  who  resides 
in  Chicago.  The  others  are:  Mary,  wife  of  Charles  A* 
Anderson,  who  is  in  the;/employ  of  the  Forest  City 
Furniture  Company;  Eva,  -widow  of  John  Ekeberg, 
who  was  formerly  a  cabinet-maker,  resides  at  No. 
1014  Sixth  Avenue,  and  Alfred  (his  partner  in  busi¬ 
ness)  married  Matilda  Stockenberg,  of  Rockford. 
To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Alfred  Alneer  have  been  born 
two  children,  .May  and  Raymond.  Charles  G., 
our  subject,  was  married  in  this  city  to  Miss 
Eva  Carlson,  a  native  of  Sweden,  who  came 
1  alone  to  the  States  in  1875,  leaving  her  par¬ 
ents,  who  still  reside  in  that  country.  To  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Charles  G.  Alneer  have  been  horn  two  chil¬ 
dren,  both  sons:  C.  Arthur  and  Walter  II.  He 
and  his  wife  hold  membership  in  the  First  Luth¬ 
eran  Church. 


ANSOM  BEECIIER.  It  is  probable  that  no 
resident  of  Winnebago  Township  is  more 
widely  known  than  Mr.  Beecher,  a  retired 
w£))  farmer  residing  on  seetion  21.  He  was 
horn  in  Putnam,  Washington  County,  N.  Y.,  Jan¬ 
uary  22,  (821,  and  was  a  son  of  Isaac  Beecher, 
whose  birth  occurred  in  Connecticut  in  1799.  The 
grandfather  of  our  subject,  David  Beecher,  it  is  be¬ 
lieved  was  also  a  native  of  the  Nutmeg  State. 

!  where  lie  was  married  to  a  Miss  Hawkins.  He 
,  later  removed  to  Vermont,  in  1807,  and  was  one 
|  of  the.  pioneers  of  Rut  land  County,  purchasing  a 
|  tract  of  land  in  the  town  of  Castlclon,  in  addition 
|  to’ which  he  kept  a  public  house,  lie  later  omigra- 
j  ted  to  New  York  State  and  settled  in  Putnam 
j  Township.  After  the  decease  of  his  wife  he  re- 
!  turned  to  Connecticut,  where  he  died, 
j  The  father  of  our  subject  was  eight  years  of  age 
j  when  his  parents  removed  to  Vermont,  and  there 
resided  until  reaching  his  majority,  when  he  went 
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to  Putnam,  Washington  County,  N.  Y,,  and  loca¬ 
ted  upon  a  tract  of  land  which  his  father  lmd  pro- 
viousty  purchased.  In  1826,  he  removed  to  Gene¬ 
see  County,  buying  timber  land  from  the  Holland 
Purchase  Company,  upon  which  he  moved  his  fam¬ 
ily  the  following  year,  making  the  trip  by  the  way 
of  the  Champlain  and  Erie  Canal.  Mr.  Beecher 
resided  in  Pembroke  for  five  years  and  then  re- 
turning  to  Putnam,  purchased  a  farm  about  one 
mile  from  his  father’s  residence,  and  which  was 
beautifully  located  on  Lake  George.  After  a  sta3r 
of  live  years  he  sold  out  and  returned  to  Vermont, 
and  lived  for  nine  years  in  Castle  ton.  In  1846, 
Isaac  Beecher  came  to  Illinois  and  secured  a  tract 
of  Government  land  five  miles  south  of  Yorkvillo, 
Kendall  County.  At  the  expiration  of  that  time, 
She  made  his  advent  into  Winnebago  County,  pur¬ 
chasing  land  in  what  is  now  Winnebago  Township, 
and  a  few  years  later  he  moved  to  Nebraska,  locat¬ 
ing  in  Yprk  County,  -where  he  purchased  a  home 
and  resided  until  his  decease,  September  19,  1888. 
The  maidep,  name  of  bis  wife  was  Miner;.’ a  Gorham, 
whose  birtfi  occurred  in  Fairfield,  Vt./in  .January, 
1799.  She  was  the  daughter  of  HozeZuah  Gorham, 
and  departed  this  life  in  York,  Neb./ in  February, 
1890,  at  the  age  of  ninety-one  yea®. 

Ransom  Beeehei  was  the  eldfe-l/of  the  four  chil¬ 
dren  born  to  his 'parents,  his  brothers  and  sisters 
bein'.  Charles,  Betsey  R.,  and  /)aniel  I.  lie  of 
whom  we  write  was  fifteen  yonAs  of  age  when  his 
parents  moved  to  Vermont,  L rior  to  this  lime, 
however,  receiving  a  good  e/lueation  in  the  pio¬ 
neer  schools  of  his  native,  /lace.  lie  remembers 
that  his  mother  did  all  the  (/oolcing  for  the  family 
in  an  old-fashioned  fi repine/,  and  carded,  spun  and 
wove  the  material  for  her  /liildron’s  clothes. 

Our  subject  started  out/l/i  the  world  for  himself 
in  1845,  and  the  folio w/ng  year  came  to  Illinois 
with  the  family,  where  he,  entered  a  trad  of  Gov¬ 
ernment  land,  which  \/as  located  about  live  miles 
south  of  Yorkville.  7The  first  two  years  after  his 
settlement  here,  Chi/ago  was  the  nearest  market 
for  grain,  which  was/conveyed  thither  by  means  of 
ox-teams.  When  jffie  Michigan  A  Illinois  Cnnal 
was  completed,  Morris,  fourteen  miles  away,  was 
the  nearest  marled,  though  ho  frequently  wont  to 
Joliet  or  Lockpoft,  twenty  miles  away.  In  1853, 


ho  sold  his  land,  one  hundred  acres,  sixty  of  which 
he  had  broken  and  fenced,  for  §10  per  acre,  lie 
then  came  to  Winnebago  Township,  and,  with  his 
brother  Charles,  bought  two  hundred  acres  of  land 
at  §15  per  acre,  which  was  located  ou  section  33. 
The  brothers  continued  together  fora  twelvemonth, 
-when  the}-  divided  the  estate,  each  taking  one  hun¬ 
dred  acres,  and  farmed  until,  1863,  when  our  sub¬ 
ject  sold  his  portion  and  became  the  owner  of  a 
tract  on  sections  13  and  24,  of  the  same  township. 
There  tjjfoy  resided  until  1878,  when  he  rented  the 
farm  and  removed  to  Winnebago  village,  where 
he  lived  for  five  years,  at  the  end  of  which  time 
he  returned  to  the  farm  and  spent  the  following 
two  years.  Mr.  Beecher  Lheu  rented  his  estate  and 
bought  lus  pleasant  home  on  section  21,, where  he 
is  li  ving  retired. 

March  12,  1844,  our  subject  and  Sarah  A.  Drake, 
a  native  of  Castlet/on,  Vt.,  were  united  in  marriage. 
They  arc  the  parents  of  two  children,  Surah  F. 
and  Inez,  F.,  the/  former  of  whom  married  George 
Hollenbeck  and  is  the  mother  of  four  children, 
namely:  William  R.,  Frank,  Fllle  A.,  and  Art) in. 
Inez  married  William  T.  Speaker,  and  lias  four 
children:  Clifford,  Faith,  Ethel, and  an  infant  not 
yet  named.  Mr,  Beecher  votes  Use  Republican 
ticket,  and  is  greatly  respected  in  this  locality, 

c  . 

e - 

V,J,LLI A M  H.  SPICER,  a  native-born  citizen 
of  Winnebago  County,  had  his  birth  in 
We w:/-d  Township,  August  I,  1864.  He  ie 
a  son  of  George  W.  Spicer,  whoso  birth  occurred 
August  4,  1818,  in  Yales  County,  N.  Y.,  where  lie 
resided  until  1844,  which -,waa  the  date  of  his 
advent  into  this  county. 

Here  the  elder  Mr.  Spicer  took  up  the  laud 
which  is  the  present  abiding-place  of  our  subject, 
and  which  contains  two  hundred  acres  of  finely- 
developed  property.  The.  mother  of  our  subject 
was,  prior  to  hot  marriage,  Lucy  L,  Hawkins;  she 
also  was  born  in  the  Empire  Stale,  and  is  now 
residing  in  Iowa  with  a  son  and  daughter.  Her 
parents  were  from  Germany,  and  ipassod  away  in 
New  York  State  when  Mrs.  Spicer  was  very 
young. 


FORTH. 
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Th 6  paternal  grandfather  of  ourWsubject  camo 
from  England  to  this  country  in  an  curly  day  and 
died  near  Rockford,  this  State,  Grandmother 
Spicer  was  a  native  of  Ireland,  and  spent  her  last 
days  with  our  subject.  George  W.  Spicer  died  in 
this  county  November  27,  1884. 

lie  of  whom  we  write  had  seven  brothers  and 
sisters,  one  of  the  former  dying  when  thirteen 
years  of  age.  lie  was  married,  December  10,  1890, 
to  Miss  Abbie  Albertos,  who  was  born  in  Ridott, 
Stephenson  County,  this  State,  May  3,  1865.  She 
was  a  daughter  of  Fetor  and  Tillie  Albertos,  who 
emigrated  from  Germany  and  located  in  the 
above-named  county  about  forty  years  ago.  The. 
father  died  in  his  sixty-sixth  year  and  his  wife 
still  lives  on  the  old  homestead  near  Freeport. 
They  were  the  parents  of  ten  children,  eight  of 
whom  are  living. 

William  II.  Spicer  and  his  wife  have  one  child,  a 
daughter,  Lucy  A.,  who  was  born  October  1,  1891. 
Like  his  father  before  him,  our  subject  is  a  Re¬ 
publican  in  politics,  and  is  looked  upon  as  one  of 
the  representative  citizens  of  Seward  Township. 
In  company  with  one  brother  and  his  mother,  he 
bought  out  the  heirs  of  the  old  homestead,  upon 
which  he  is  residing  and  winch  he  is  cultivating 
with  signal  success. 

V,,..  ^ _ 

7  \ 

CHARLES  E.  BROWN.  This  gentleman,  who 
.  owned  a  line  farm  of  sixty-one  and  one- 
half  acres,  located  one  half  mile  from  Rock¬ 
ford,  during  the  “boom”  of  1890  sold  all  of  his 
tract  but  seven  acres,  on  which  he  is  residing  at 
the  present  time.  He  is  also  the  proprietor  of  an 
excellent  estate  of  three  hundred  and  twenty-live 
acres  in  Owen  Township,  Winnebago  County, 
which  is  operated  by  his  son. 

September  15,  1811,  the  birth  of  our  subject  oc¬ 
curred  in  Jersey  County,  this  Stale,  lie  was  one 
of  eleven  children  born  to  Mowry  and  Lucy 
(Pease)  Brown,  the  former  a  native  of  Rhode.  Is¬ 
land,  His  grandfather,  Joseph  Brown,  followed 
farming  pursuits  in  his  native.  State  (Rhode  Is¬ 
land),  where  he  passed  the  greater  part  of  his  life, 


although  his  death  occurred  at  the  home  of  the 
father  of  our  subject  in  Illinois.  Mowry  Brown 
was  reared  and  educated  in  his  native  town  and, 
when  choosing  an  occupation  for  himself,  learned 
the  carpenter’s  trade,  soon  after  which  he  came  to 
the  Prairie  State,  and  located  near  Alton,  follow¬ 
ing  his  trade  until  1838. 

At  that  date,  Mowry  Brown  made  his  advent  in¬ 
to  Winnebago  County,  when  most  of  the  laud  in 
this  section  was  owned  by  the  Government  and 
the  city  of  Rockford  was  little  more  than  a  ham¬ 
let.  He  prosecuted  his  trade  in  Rockford  for  a 
time, then  entering  a  tract  of  land  in  what  is  now 
Owen  Township,  erected  thereon  a  log  cabin  and 
made  that  place  his  home  for  a  number  of  years.  • 
As  there  were  no  railroads  in  this  locality,  and 
Chicago  was  the  nearest  market,  all  the  farm  pro¬ 
ducts  were  conveyed  thither  by  means  of  ox-teams. 
Mr.  Brown  carried  on  the  carpenter’s  trade,  at  the 
same  time  superintending  the  improvement  of  his 
new  home  where  he  resided  until  his  death. 

The  maiden  name  of  the  mother  of  our  subject 
was  Lucy  Pease.  She  was  born  in  Medina  County, 
N.  Y.,  and  now  resides  on  the  old  homestead  in 
Owen  Township.  She  was  on  a  visit  in  Jersey 
County,  this  State,  when  our  subject  was  born,  and 
as  be  was  au  infant  when  his  mother  returned  to 
Winnebago  County,  he  very  naturally'  feels  that 
he  is  a  native  of  this  place.  He  has  been  a  per¬ 
manent  resident  of  this  county  and  has  witnessed 
its  entire  growth  and  development.  In  his  early 
days  he  attended  the  pioneer  log  sehoolhouse, 
which  was  furnished  in  the  most  primitive  manner. 
On  attaining  his  seventeenth  year,  in  company' 
with  Iris  brother  George  he  rented  a  tract  of  land 
in  Owen  Township  and  engaged  in  farming.  They 
also  purchased  a  threshing-machine  which  they 
operated  with  extraordinary  success  for  a  number 
of  years,  and  continued  to  work  together  until 
about  six  years  previous  to  the  marriage  of  our 
subject-  After  celebrating  that  important  event, 
Mr.  Brown  became  a  fireman  on  an  engine  running 
on  the  Atlanta  y  Great  Western  Railroad,  and 
was  thus  engaged  for  a  twelvemonth,  when  lie  lo¬ 
cated  on  a  t  ract  of  land  which  lie  had  purchased  in 
Owen  Township.  He  cultivated  the  soil  for  four 
years,  then  disposing  of  his  estate,  was  employed 
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in  manufacturing  brick  in  company  with  his  I  the  most  public-spirited  citizens  of  the  community. 


father  and  brother,  operating  together  for  nine 
years. 

Believing  agriculture  to  be  the  most  profitable,0 
business  in  which  he  could  engage,  Mr.  Brown 
purchased  two  lumdred  and  forty  acres  of  land 
in  Owen  Township,  where  he  cultivated  the  soil 
for  six  years,  and  then  became  proprietor  of  the 
sixty-one  and  one-half  acres  located  one-half  mile 
from  Rockford  and  which  has  been  mentioned 
above.  • 

December  27,  1864,  Mr.  Brown  was  married  tp 
Miss  Frances  Mary  Burritt,  a  native  of  Auburn, 
Cayuga  County,  N.  Y.  She  was  one  of  seven  chil¬ 
dren  born  to  Charles  and  Laura  (Remington)  Bur¬ 
ritt,  the  former  a  native  of  Bridgeport,  Conn.  Her 
paternal  grandparents,  Eben  and  Polly  Burritt, 
were  natives  of  the  Nutmeg  State,  whence  they 
removed  to  New  York  State  and  located  in  the 
town  of  Senuett,  where  the  grandfather  bought  a 
tract  of  timber  land  and  followed  farming  pur¬ 
suits  until  his  demise. 

In  early  manhood,  Charles  Burritt,  father  of 
Mrs.  Brown,  removed  to  New  York  State,  where  he 
purchased  a  farm  in  Ira,  Cayuga  County,  and  there 
resided  for  a  few  years.  Later,  disposing  of  his 
estate,  he  embarked  in  the  hardware  business  ih 
Weedsport,  and  remained  thus  engaged  until  1855, 
when  he  came  to  Illinois  and  settled  Oh  a  tract  of 


He  and  his  wife  arc  devoted  members  of  the  Chris¬ 
tian  Union  Church  and  are  people  of  high  social 
standing  in  Rockford  and  vicinity. 

In  connection  with  this  biographical  notice,  the 
reader  will  notice  a  lithographic  portrait  of  Mr. 
Brown  on  another  page. 


€ II ARLES  COMLY,  A  traveler  through 
Winnebago  County  sees  many  attractive 
homes,  not  only  in  tho  thriving  towns,  but 
in  the  agricultural  districts;  the  evidences  of  enter¬ 
prise  crowned  with  success  being  plentiful  on  every 
hand.  In  Seward  Township  stands  a  substantial 
farm  residence,  around  which  good  hams  and  other 
outbuildings  cluster  and  well-tilled  acres  stretch. 
Everything  aboutthe  place  wears  an  air  of  neatness 
and  order  and  evidences  of  good  taste,  which  mark 
the  occupants  as  people  of  intelligence,  thrift  and 
culture.  Investigation  shows  the  estate  to  be  owned 
b}r  Charles  Comty  and  operated  by  his  son  Edwin. 
The  household  comprises  three  generations  and 
the  marvelous  mommy  of  which  our  subject  is 
possessed  at  his  advanced  years  is  a  cause  for  self- 
congratulation. 

The  gentleman  whoso  life  it  is  our  purposo  to 
outline  in  those  brief  paragraphs  was  horn  in  Mil- 


partially-improved  land  in  Owen.  Township,  Win-  ton,  Northumberland  County,  Pa,,  Ootobot.  22, 
hebago  County.  There  he  continued  to  cultivate  1814.  He  is  a  son  of  Thomas  and  Caf  erino 
his  land  and  improve  the  farm  for  many  years.  (Hunter)  Coinly,  the  former  of  whom  was  born 


1-Ie  departed  this  life  at  the  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  August  17,  1789,  in  Chester  County,  that  State. 


Brown.  His  wire,  whose  maiden  name  was  Laima  He  was  the  son  of  Ezra,  and  Hannah  (Wcdell) 

Remington,  was,  it  is  thought,  a  native  of  Con-  Comly,  and  a  deeendant  of  one  Henry  Comly,  who 

necticut.  She  removed  to  New  York  with  her  par-  came  to  this  country  from  England  in  company 

ents  at  an  early  day  and  died  on  the  home  farm  with  William  Penn,  in  1682.  Henry  Comly  was 

in  Owen  Township,  Winnebago  County,  With  married,  August  17, 1695,  to  Miss  Agnes  Heaton. 


her  husband,  she  was  a  faithful  member  of  the, 
Second  Congregational  Church. 

The  six  children  born  to  Mr.  Brown  and  his  es¬ 
timable  wife  are  named  as  follows:  Harry  W.,  Nel¬ 
lie  L.,  Mabel  E.,  Mowry  C.,  Ralph  E.  and  Maude 
E.  Harry  W.  married  Miss  Fannie  M.  Johns  and 
they  are  the  parents  of  two  children:  Orville  and 
Aurilla.  In  political  matters,  Mr.  Brown  affiliates 
with  the  Republican  party  and  is  known  as  one  of 


Thomas  Wedell  emigrated  from  England  ty  the 
United  States  in  1700  and  was  married,  April  9, 
1705,  to  Rebecca  Williams.  The  mother  of  our 
subject  was  born  July  6,  1796,  in  Northumberland 
County,  Pa.,  and  spent  her  last  days  in  Lycoming 
County,  that  State,  her  decease  occurring  when 
seventy-six  years  of  age.  Ezra  Gomly  was  a  lum¬ 
ber  merchant  and  died  in  Northumberland  County, 
Pa.,  when  eighty  years  of  age,  his  wife’s  decease 
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occurring  at  the  same  place  when  in  her  eighty- 
fourth  year.  The  grandfather  of  our  subject  was 
a  son  of  Henry  and  Agnes  (Heaton)  Comly. 

The  mother  Of  our  subject  was  the  daughter  of 
David  and  Isabella  (Patterson)  Hunter,  the  former 
of  whom  was  a  nativfi  of  Ireland  and  died  when 
sixty-eight  years  of  age  in  Lycoming  County,  Pa., 
leaving  a  wife  and  seven  children.  The  mother, 
Isabella  Hunter,  was  a,  native  of  the  Keystone 
State,  and  her  demise ^pourred  ,  in  Lycoming 
County,  at  the  age  of  sixty-six  years.  The  Pat¬ 
tersons  were  of  Scotch-Iris  Iridescent,  while  the 
COhilys  are  among  old  and  prominent  families  of 
o  the  United  States. 

Charles  Comly  of  this  sketch  remained  at  home 
until  twenty-two  years  of  age,  when,  December  8, 
1806,  he  was  married  in  Union  County,  Pa.,  to 
Miss  Ludwig,  llis  wife  was  born  in  Berks  County, 
that  State,  January  5,  1816,  and  is  the  daughter  of 
Abram  and  Hannah  (Bower)  Ludwig,  natives  of 
Pennsylvania,  whose  decease  occurred  in  La  Porte 
County,  Ind.,  at  the  respective  ages  of  seventy- 
eight  and  eighty  years.  The  parents  of  Mrs. 
Comly  wore  of  German  descent  aim  old  residents- 
of  Pennsylvania. 

After  Ins  marriage,  our  subject  worked  by  the 
month  for  four  years,  and  then  rented  for  three 
yearn,  when  he  was  enabled  to  purchase  sixty-four 
acres  of  good  land /ill  Pennsylvania,  which  he  cul¬ 
tivated  and  resided  upon  until  1854.  Thep,  dis¬ 
posing  of  his  acreage,  Mr.  Comly  came  to  Winne¬ 
bago  County  and  located  on  his  present  farm  of 
one  hundred  and  thirty-five  acros,  which  was  par¬ 
tially  improved  at  the  time  it  came  into  his  pos¬ 
session.  As  before  stated,  the  excellent  buildings 
on  the  farm  have  been  the  work  of  his  enterprise, 
and,  in  every  sense  of  the  word,  he  may  be  consid¬ 
ered  a  model  and  modern  farmer. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Charles  Comly  have  been  born 
ten  children,  one  of  whom  is  deceased.  Those  living 
are  Isabella,  who  was  born  August  1, 1840,  and  is 
married  and  thc  .uothcr  of  five  children;  Caroline, 
born  May  23,  1842,  is  married  and  has  seven  chil¬ 
dren;  Hanna  M.,  who  was  born  December  23,  1844, 
is  married  and  has  a  family  of  four  children; 
Catherine,  born  November  18,  1845,  is  married  and 
has  one  child;  Mary,  born  September  9,  1847,  is 


married  and  the  mother  of  five  children;  Thomas, 
who  was  born  April  22,  1849,  is  single;  Abraham 
L.,  born  September  18,  1852,  is  the  father  of  two 
children;  Chaises  II.,  born  January  27,  1856,  has 
one  son;  John  B.,  who  was  born  May  5,  1860,  is  a 
physician  and  resides  in  Iowa;  Edwin  D.,  born  May 
14,  1863,  married  Miss  Jennie  Lincoln,  and  is  the 
father  of  a  son  aud  daughter.  His  wife  was  born 
May  28,  1867,  and  is  a  daughter  of  William  and 
Lucy  Lincoln.  Our  subject  and  his  wife  have 
four  great-grandchildren.  The  family  are  promi¬ 
nent  citizens  of  the  county  and  were  originally 
Quakers.  Mr.  Comly  has  a  nephew  who  was  a  sol¬ 
dier  in  the  late  war  and  who  carried  a  ball  over 
twen  ty -two  years. 


(=5^  EORGE  VICKERS,  now  living  retired  in  the 
r_-  village  of  Poplar  Grove,  was  for  many 
years  a  prominent  farmer  in  Caledonia 
Township,  Boone  County.  He  came  hither  at  an 
early  day  and  has  been  instrumental  in  the  general 
upbuilding  and  perfecting  of  this  section  of  country. 
He  has  been  the  architect  of  his  own  fortune,  seem¬ 
ing  to  possess  all  the  qualities  necessary  to  pros¬ 
perity,  and  is  now  living  in  a  pleasant  home  that 
promises  to  bo  a  haven  of  rest  and  peace  in  his  de¬ 
clining  years. 

He  of  whom  we  write  was  born  in  Lancashire, 
England,  February  8,  1817.  Ilis  father,  George 
Vickers,  was  also  a  native  of  that  shire,  and  his 
grandparents,  George  and  Isabelle  Vickers,  spent 
their  entire  lives  in  England. 

The  former-named  gentleman  was  engaged  in 
the-  slate  quarries  of  Lancashire,  and  in  early 
manhood  was  married  to  Frances  Benson,  also  a 
native  of  that  portion  of  England.  The  maternal 
grandparents  of  our  subject,  Robert  and  Ann  Ben¬ 
son,  became  the  parents  of  four  children  who  came 
to  America,  namely:  Robert  and  Joseph,  who  lo¬ 
cated  in  this  county;  James;  who  is  now  residing 
in  Sioux  County,  Iowa,  and  the  mother  of  our 
subject. 

George  Vickers  was  reared  on  a  farm  in  his  na¬ 
tive  county,  residing  at  home  until  1843,  when/ne 
caina  to  America,  setting  sail  from  Liverpool,  April 
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15,  in  tlio  vessel  ‘‘Ohio”  and  landing  on  the  shores 
of  the  New  World  on  the  18th  of  May.  He  came 
directly  to  Belvidero  by  way  of  the  Hudson  Ri  ver, 
Erie  Canal  and  the  Likes  to  Chicago,  thence  over- 
land  by  team  to  this  county,  where  he  arrived  on 
the  7th  of  June.  At  that  time  Belvidero  was  a  small 
village  on  the  uortfct  sjde  of  the  river,'  and  tho 
greater  portion  of  the  land  in  tho  county  was  in 
the  possession  of  the  Government.  His  means  bo¬ 
ding  very  limited,  our  subject  immediately  found 
employment  and  engaged  to  work  out  by  the 
month  on  farms,  and  in  that  manner  saved  enough 
money  to  enable  him  to  rent  land.  In  1848,  he 
purchased  eighty  acres  in  LeRoy  Township  and, 
erecting  a  log  house  on  the  place,  commenced  the 
work  of  clearing  and  improving  his  property. 
There  were  no  railroads  in  the  vicinity  for  some 
time  and  Waukegan  was  the  nearest  market  and 
depot  for  supplies.  Our  subject  lived  on  that  place 
until  1853,  when  he  sold  out  and  purchased  in 
Caledonia  Township  and  there  he  made  his  home 
until,,  1887,  the  date  of  his  removal  to  Poplar 
Grove. 

February  15,  1840,  George  Vickers  and  Ellen, 
daughter  of  James  and  Mary  (Steele)  Postlethwait, 
were  united  in  marriage.  Mrs.  Vickers  became  the 
mother  of  seven  children,  who  are  respectively, 
Maiy,  Mrs.  Marshall;  George,  William  Iiohert, 
John  S.,  Joseph;  Frances  E.,  Mrs.  John  Hartley, 
and  Frank.  The  wife  and  mother  departed  this  life 
in  1883,  mourned  by  a  large  circle  of  friends  and 
acquaintances.  Politically,  our  subject  1ms  been 
prominently  identified  with  the  Democratic  party, 
and  is  a  man  of  whom  it  is  said  that  his  word  is  as 
good  as  his  note.  , 


EORGE  PFENSTIE L,  who  is  now  living  a 
retired  life  at  No.  506  North  Third  Street, 
-  has  made  his  home  in  Rockford  since  1862, 
and  is  one  of  the  worthy  citizens  that  Germany 
has  furnished  to  Winnebago  County.  He  was  born 
in  Prussia,  September  24,  1831,  and  is  a  son  of 
Millet  Pfcnstiel,  who  died  in  his  native  land  at  the 
age  of  seventy-one  years.  His  mother  has  also 


passed  away  and  the  only  surviving  members  of 
tho  family  are  our  subject  and  his  brothor  Casper, 
who  is  also  living  a  retired  life  in  Rockford^ 

Mr.  Pfenstiel  spent  the  days  of  his  boyhood  and 
youth  in  the  Fatherland,  and  in  i860  bade  good¬ 
bye  to  his  old  home,  sailing  from  Bremen  on  the 
17th  of  November.  On  reaching  his  destination, 
he  secured  employment  at  whatever  ho  could  find 
to  do  whereby  he  might  earn  an  honest  dollar. 
After  eighteen  months  ho  went  to  Cincinnati,  Ohio, 
and  a  year  later  came  to  Rockford.  To  various  9, 
enterprises  lie  has  devoted  his  attention  since  lo- 
eating  in  this  city,  among  which  was  tho  livery  ; 
business.  His  undertakings  being  successful,  he 
accumulated  quite  a  valuable  property  which  now 
enables  him  to  live  a  retired  life.  Be  owns  some 
good  farming  land  in  Illinois  and  some  city  prop¬ 
erty,  including  a  large  brewery. 

The  lady  who  is  now  Mrs,  Pfenstiel  was  formerly 
Mrs.  Charlotte  Croneman.  She  was  born  near  Ber¬ 
lin,  on  the  17th  of  May,  1829,  and  is  a  daughter 
of  Frederick  and  Louisa  (Loud  wig)  Bleger,  natives 
of  Prussia.  Her  father  there  began  life  as  a  miller 
and  followed  that  occupation  until  called  to  his 
final  rest  at  the  age  of  fifty-five.  Ilis  wife  died 
at  the  age  of  thirty-two  years.  Both  were  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Lutheran  Church.  The  grandfather, 
Christ  J.  Bleger,  served  as  a  soldier  under  Napo¬ 
leon  Bonaparte.  Of  tho  family  a  sister  of  Mrs. 
Pfenstiel  is  deceased,  Mrs.  Amelia  Kahloff.  Two 
brothers,  Henry  and  Rudolph,  are  yet  residents  of 
Germany. 

The  wife  of  our  subjeot  acquired  a  good  educa¬ 
tion  in  her  native  tongue,  and  was  the  first  of  her 
family  to  come  to  this  country.  She  crossed  the 
Atlantic  alone  in  1856,  from  Bremen  to  Now  York 
City,  and  spent  some  months  in  the  latter  place. 

In  the  early  part  of  1857,  she  came  to  Rockford, 
and  the  following  year  was  married  to  Theodore 
Croneman,  a  native  of  Hamburg,  Germany,  who 
came  to  this  country  in  1856.  After  his  marriage, 
he  continued  business  in  this  city  as  a  cabinet¬ 
maker  for  three  years,  and  then  went  into  tho  fur¬ 
niture  business  with  A.  C.  Burpee,  that  connection 
continuing  for  twelve  years.  His  death  occurred 
in  187,1,  at  the  age  of  forty-one  years.  Ho  was 
one  of  the  prominent  German  business  men  of 
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Rockford,  and, a  Dcmoorat  in  politics.  He  held 
membership  with  the  Germania  Society,  and  was  a 
member  of  the  Lutheran  Church.  Sir.  ancl  Sirs. 
Pfensfciel  also  belong  to  the  Lutheran  Church,  and, 
in  his  political  affiliations,  he  is  a  Republican.  His 
close  attention  to  business,  enterprise  and  good 
management  won  for  him  a  handsome  competence 
and  he  is  now  enabled  tp  live  retied,  resting  in 
the  enjoyment  Of  the  fruits  of  former  toil.  Ho 
has  the  respect  of  his  many  acquaintances  and  has 
a  large fpirclo  of  friends  in  this  community. 

— — ^ 

JOHN  W.  WOLVEN.  If  a  man’s  true  char¬ 
acter  may  be  determined  by  the  opinion  of 
those  around  him,  that  of  Mr.  Wolven  is 
irreproachable.  By  his  habits  of  industry 
and  prudence,  he  has  built  up  a  good  home  for 
himself  and  family,  and  acquired  a  competence  for 
in's  declining  years,  lie  is  progressive  in  his  ideas, 
liberal  and  public-spirited,  and  in  noting  his  sur¬ 
roundings  and  the  respect  in  which  he  is  held  in 
Pecatonica,  where  he  resides,  it  must  Be  admitted 
that  he  is  iiVfhe  possession  of  a  large  share  of  all 
that  makes  life  desirable. 

The  original  of  this  sketoh  was  born  September 
4,  1880,  in  Greene  County,  N.  Y.,  and  is  the  son 
of  Jacob  and  Elizabeth  (Story)  Wolven,  the  former 
of  whom  was  bora  in  Pennsylvania  in  1800,  and 
died  in  Upper  Canada,  in  the  prime  of  life.  His 
wife,  Elizabeth  Story,  had  her  birth  November  6, 
1810,  in  Greene  County,  N.  Y.,  and  was  the  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Benjamin  and  Hannah  Story,  who  spent 
their  hist  days  in  Minnesota.  Her  father  was  very 
old  at  his  death,  and  was  widely  known  through¬ 
out  his  community  as  one  of  the  honored  pic-? 
neers. 

Mr.  W olven  o;f  this  sketch  was  one  in  a  family 
of  four  children,  and  remained  at  home  until  1845, 
his  mother  in  the  meantime  having  removed  to 
Radine,  Wis.,  where  ho  hired  out  for  $4  per  month, 
lie  was  thus  employed  for  six  weeks,  and  then  en¬ 
gaged  with  an  uncle  for  a  year,  at  the  end  of  which 
time  ho  secured  a  position  as  cook  on  a  lake  vessel 
at  815  per  month.  Ho  continued  in  that  line  of 
work  for  two  years,  when  he  returned  home  and 
12 
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spent  the  winter  with  his  mother,  who  had  married 
a  second  time,  arid  was  residing  in  Sheboygan, 
Wis,  John  W.  then  spent  the  following  two  years 
with  his  uncle,  Silas  Wright,  working  on  a  farm 
summers,  and  going  to  school  winters. 

Having  saved  a  sum  sufficient  to  buy  two  yoke 
of  cattle,  our  subject,  in  the  spring  of  1845,  bor¬ 
rowed  enough  money  to  purchase  two  more  yoke, 
and,  in  company  with  another  man,  was  engaged  in 
breaking  prairie.  Continuing  so  employed  for  a 
twelvemonth,  Mr.  Wolven  operated,  alone  during 
the  year  1850,  and  the  following  spring  came  to 
Winnebago  County,  where  he  had  purchased  land 
the  year  previous  for  8150,  it  being  a  soldier’s 
claim.  After  sinking  his  money  in  the  land,  he 
was  very  much  discouraged  by  having  his  uncle 
teU  him  that  the  property  was  worthless.  But  with 
a  determination  to  succeed,  ancl  with  his  habits  of 
industry  and  thrift,  he  managed  his  affairs,  so 
wisely  that  ho  soon  took  an  honorable  place 
among  the  farmers  of  his  community. 

Upon  first  locating  on  his  new  property,  Mr. 
Wolven  had  82.50  in  his  pocket,  four  yoke  of  cat¬ 
tle,  a  wagon  and  plow,  and  was  obliged  to  pay 

81.50  per  week  for  board  for  himself  and  dog.  The 

82.50  spoken  of,  he  had  earned  by  hauling  wheat 
from  Bloomfield  to  Kenosha,  Wis.,  a  distance  of 
fifty  miles.  When  that  money  was  gone,  he  was 
so  fortunate  as  to  get  a  ‘job  at  breaking  prairie,  his 
pay  being  an  order  on  the  store  in  Freeport.  He 
next  broke  twelve  acres  for  a  Mr.  William  Moore, 
for  which  lie  received  an  old  cow,  and  from  that 
time  on  had  plenty  to  do.  He  later  engaged  to 
work  in  a  harvest  field  where  an  old  Smith  reaper 
was  in  operation.  His  duty  was  to  pitch  grain  off 
the  reaper,  which  should  have  been  tjie  work  of 
two  men,  and  as  a  compensation  for  bis  labors,  re¬ 
ceived  81.50  a  day.  In  the  fall  Mr.  Wolven  cut 
and  stored  wild  hay  and  then  started  for  Pecaton- 
iea  and  hired  out  with  his  four  yoke  of  cattle  on 
the  railroad. 

October  1,  1855,  Miss  Juliet  Martin,  who  was 
born  June  12,  1836,  in  New  York,  became  the  wife 
of  our  subject.  She  was  a  daughter  of  David  and 
Hannah  Martin,  who  located  in  this  section  in  the 
’80s,  and  died  in  Reward  Township,  tins  county. 
Mrs.  Juliet  Wolven  departed  this  life  November 
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11,  1879,  leaving  a  family  of  four  ohildren,  three 
'of  whom  are  living:  Edwin  J.,  Jcssi§  and  Georgie, 
„  twins.  -  , 

The  second  marriage  of  our  subject  occurred 
August  10,  1881,  at  which  time  Miss  Ida,  daughter 
of  Charles,  and  Matilda  Lamb,  became  his  wife. 
The  lady  was  born  in  1859,  in  Minnesota,  whore 
her  parents  wore  pioneers,  and  are  still  residing 
there.  Mr.,  Wolven  has  accumulated  a  handsome 
property  in  both  farms  and  city  lauds,  and  it  is  his 
desire  to  lead  a  retired  life  in  the  village,  but  his 
keen  knowledge  of  business  and  public  enterprise 
make  him  a  man  much  sought  after.  He  is  at  the 
head  o?  the  Pecatonica  shoe  factory,  is  interested 
in  a  large  creamery,  and  otherwise  takes  an  active 
part  in  business  circles,  and  bids  fair  to  reach  a 
still  higher  place  than  that  which  he  has  already 
attained.  In  politics,  he  is  a  strong  Republican, 
and  is  the  incumbent  of  the  office  of  Supervisor, 
which  he  has  held  for  several  years,  and,  by  his 
intelligence  and  good  judgment,  has  benefited  the 
community. 


«J  OHN  M.  KERN.  As  a  practical,,  tailor  of 
the  highest  skill,  Mr.  Kern  has  no  superior 
in  the  city,  and  for  excellence  of  workman¬ 
ship;  and  artistic  skill  and  finish,  ho  has 
earned  a  well-deserved  reputation,,  He  has  fol¬ 
lowed  his  trade  ever  since  lie  reached  mature  years 
and  with  such  substantial  results  that  he  is  now 
the  owner  of  a  fine  home  at  No.  512  Hill  Street, 
and  another  fine  house  on  that  block.  He  has  been 
a  resident  of  Rockford  since  1889,  and  has  ever 
followed  his  trade,  part  of  the  time  on  his  own 
account,  but  most  of  the  tim’6  has  been  employed 
/by  different  tailoring  establishments*  i 

He  was  bom  in  Wurtemberg,  Germany,  May  6,  j 
1833,  and  was  well  educated  in  the  schools  of  his 
native  country.  He  served  an  apprenticeship  at 
his  trade,  and  in  1847,  he  and  a  brother  and  sister 
took  passage  for  the  United  States,  arriving  in  New 
York  City  in  May  of  that  year.  They  went  im¬ 
mediately  to  Detroit,  Mich.,  where  the  brother  is 
how  living,  engaged  as  a  cabinet-maker,  but  the 
sister,  Catherine,  died  in  Detroit  two  weeks  later. 


of  cholera.  From  Detroit  our  subject  wont  to  On¬ 
tario,  Canada,  but  later  returned  to  the  States  and 
became  a  resident  of  Illinois. 

His  marriage  to  Miss  Sophia  Nelson,  a  nativcof 
Wester  Gothland  Province,  Sweden,  horn  February 
13,  1844,  was  solemnized  in  Geneva,  Ill.,  and  to 
them  have  been  born  nine  ohildron  who  are  as 
follows:  Georgie,  who  was  accidentally  drowned 
in.  Rock  River  when  eight  years  of  ago;  Albert, 
who  died  when  young;  Charles  C.,  a  farmer  of 
Ogle  County,  Ill.,  who  married  Miss  Mary  Han¬ 
cock  j  Emma  P.  married  Edward  Eayney,.  who  is  a 
finisher  in  a  piano  factory  of  Chicago;  Julia  ()., 
married  Edward  Lordon,  and  now  resides  at  home; 
Anna  II.,  at  home,  is  a  seamstress  and  dressmaker; 
Amanda  M.,  Victor  E.,  and  Mabel  L.,  at  homo. 
After  the  death  of  her  father,  Mrs.  Kern,  her  mother, 
two  sisters  and  a  brother  came  to  the  Uni  tod  States 
and  settled  in  Geneva,  Ill.,  where  the  mother  and 
brother  died.  The  thre^f  sisters  then  came  to  Rock¬ 
ford,  and  one  of  tkem',vMrs.  Lawn  Anderson,  after¬ 
wards  died  in  Elgin.  The  only  sister  now  living 
is  Mrs.  Andrew'  Hollem,  of  Rockford. 

Mr,  and  Mrs,  Kern  are  identified  with  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  Church,  and,  in  politics,  he  is  inde¬ 
pendent.  He  and  his  wife  are  classed  among  the 
best  citizens  of  Rockford  and  have  a.  host  of  warm 
friends. 


SELVEY  K.  BLODGETT,  Treasurer  and 
stockholder  of  the  Coon  Creek  Cheese 
Factory,  is  at  present  residing  in  Rockier; 
Township,  Winnebago  County,  where  he 
has  a  large  dairy  farm.  He  had  his  birth  in  Beloit, 
Wis.,  June  10,  1888,  and  was  the  first  white 
male  child  born  there.  Ilis  father,  S,„K.  Blodgett, 
Sr.,  was  born  in  the  Empire  State  in  1812,  where 
he  was  reared  to  farming  pursuits. 

The  grandfather  of  our  subject,  Caleb  Blodgett, was 
a  native  of  Now  York  State  and  came  West  to  Be¬ 
loit,  Wis.,  in  1835,  from  Ohio  whore  he  resided  for 
some  time.  His  death  occurred  in  Beloit  in  1842, 
at  the  age  of  fifty-five  years.  He  had  been  twice 
married  and  was  the  father  of  ten  children  by  his 
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first  union.  Tile  mother  of  our  subject  bore  the  the  expiration  of  that  time,  ho  came  with  his  father 

maiden  name  of  Maliala  Norris,  a  native  of  Penn-  to  Winnebago  County,  and  located  upon  the  tract 

sylvaniajshe  met  and  married  Mr.  Blodgett  in  Ohio  which  is  his  present  abiding-place  and  which  was 

and  removed  with  him  to  Beloit  in  1840,  where  then  owned  by  his  father. 

her  husband  was  engaged  in  farming  and  stock-  Mr.  Blodgett  of  this  sketch  was  married  in  the 
raising  for  five  years.  Later  he  came  to  Winne-  winter  of  1870  to  Miss  Helen  M.  Bullis  of  Avon, 

bago  County,  and  in  Rockton  Township  bought  a  Wis.,  and  to  them  were  born  two  daughters:  Ella 

tract  of  land  on  section  22  for  which' he  traded  and  Delia.  Mrs.  Helen  Blodgett  departed  this  life 

stock.  Ho  resided  here  for  about  eight  years  and  in  April,  1874,  when  only  twenty-fottr  years  of  age, 

was  extensively  engaged  in  stock-raising,  having  and  our  subject  later  married  Miss  Adeline  Miller, 

at  one  time  as  many  as  three  hundred  head.  In  of  Rockton,  this  State.  To  them  have  been  granted 

.1848,  however,  he  returned  to  Beloit  and  was  en-  a  family  of  five  children  :  Hany,  Elmer, May,  Emma 

gaged  in  the  butchering  business,  which,  like  all  his  and  Selvey,  the  eldest  thirteen  and  the  youngest  six 

previous  ventures,  proved  vel-y  successful.  He  con-  years  of  age.  Mrs.  Blodgett  passed  to  the  land  be- 

tinued  in  that  line  until  1853,  when  he  crossed  the  yond  in  August,  1887,  in  her  thirty-second  year, 

plains  with  a  team  in  company  with  others,  his  The  original  of  this  sketch  is  not  interested  in 
partner  on  the  journey  being  Abram  Rivers.  He  politics  other  than  to  cast  his  vote  for  Democratic 

was  absent  from  home  about  twelve  months  and,  candidates.  His  second  wife  was  a  devoted  raem- 

retunving  by  the  Panama  route,  again  engaged  in  ber  of  the  Congregational  Church,  but  he  rather 

the  grain  and  stock  business  in  Beloit.  Five  or  six  leans  toward  Methodist  principles.  Mr.  Blodgett 

years  later,  he  established  as  miller  and  at|the  end  is  a  stock-raiser,  and  has  made  a  specialty  of  rais- 

of  eight  years  was  enabled  to  retire  with  &  hand-  ing  mules  for  the  past  twenty  years,  and  has  made 

some  competence.  His  life  was  quite  eventful  as  a  reputation  throughout  this  part  of  the  State.  He 

ho  was  a  pioneer  of  three  States,  to  say  nothing  of  als6  has  on  his  place  fine  Durham  cattle,  and  though 

California,  but.  his  energy  and  indomitable  will  lie  has  experimented  in  other  breeds,  they  are  his 

carried  him  through  many  hardships,  and  resulted  favorites.  As  before  stilted,  he  is  a  stockholder  in 

in  his  attaining  a  high  place  among  his  fellow-men.  the  Coon  Creek  Cheese  Factory  and  keeps  on  his 

He  left  at  his  death  an  estate  of  thirteen  Hundred  place  about  fifty  milch  cows.  At  one  time  he  built 

acres  and  much  personal  property,  dying  in  the  a  creamery  on  his  own  farm  which  was  later  aban- 

spring  of  1881  when  sixty-nine  years  of  age.  doned.  With  his  house,  which  is  a  most  comfortable 

Our  subject  was  the  second  of  his  father’s  family,'  dwelling,  large  and  ample  barns,  sheds  and  other 
and  had  a  brother  and  two  sisters.  Eleanor  died  outbuildings,  ho  has  quite  a  village  of  his  own, 

when  nine  years  of  age,  and  those  living  are  Will-  which  is  beautifully  located  a  short  distance  from 

inm,  who  is  engaged  in  the  milling  business  in  the  public  highway.  His  influence  is  felt  for  good 

Beloit;  Sol voy  K.,  our  subject,  and  Sabra  II.,  now  in  the  community,  where  he  is  respected  for  his 

Mrs.  F.  S.  Fenton,  also  residing  in  Beloit,  whose  sterling  character  and  true  neighborly  kindness, 

husband  is  a  retired  druggist.  ..The  mother  of  our 

subject  died  in  the  fall  of  1885  in  her  seventy-third  - - - — i|g^==^. 

year. 

Ho  of  whom  wo  write  passed  the  years  from  eight/!  ®  IMLLIAM  F.  PELLEY  was  born  on  the 
to  eighteen  attending  school  in  Beloit,  at  the  end  farm  he  now  owns  and  occupies  in  Rock- 

of  which  time  he  engaged  in  the  milling  business  \jMj  ford  Township,  Winnebago  County,  Jan- 
with  his  father.  Ho  continued  to  be  thus  employed  nary  8,  1849.  His  father,  John  Pelley,  was  one  of 

for  seven  years,  when  on  account  of  impaired  the  pioneers  of  this  county,  having  come  hither 

health  ho  crossed  the  plains  to  California,  where  at  an  early  day  from  London,  England,  where  the 

he  worked  in  the  mines,  and  was  engaged  in  the  grandparents  of  our  subject  spent  their  entire 

stock  business  for  two  years.  Returning  home  at  lives: 
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John  Pelley  entered  the  naval  service  of  the 
British  army  when  seventeen  years  of  age,  and  af¬ 
ter  serving  a  period  of  seven  years,  came  to  Amer¬ 
ica  in  company  with  his  brothers,  Stephen,  Joseph 
and  George,  the  two  former  locating  near  Water¬ 
loo,  Iowa,  and  the  latter  in  Newfoundland.  The 
elder  Mr.  Pelley  made  his  home  in  Canada,  where 
he  met  and  married  Amy  Bodine,  a  native  of  the 
Dominion.  Her  parents,  Abram  and  Zillah  Bodine, 
hailed  from  Pennsylvania,  where  they  were  well-to- 
do  residents. 

The  father  of  •  orn*  subject  came  with  his  family 
to  Winnebago  County,  making  the  journey  over¬ 
land  with  an  ox-.team.  His  means  being  very 
limited  at  that  time,  he  sought  and  found  employ¬ 
ment  in  a  stone  quarry  during  the  winter  season 
at  twenty-five  cents  per  day  and  the  rest  of  the 
year  was  employed  on  a  farm.  When  he  came  to 
Rockford,  the  surrounding  country  was  sparsely 
settled,  and  wild  animals  roamed  at  will  where  the 
city  is  now  located.  In  1845,  he  purchased  eighty 
acres  of  the  land  now  included  in  the  farm  owned 
by  our  subject,  paying  for  the  tract  $450.  He  was 
very  successful  in  his  operations  and  at  the  time 
of  his  decease  was  the  owner  of  one  hundred  and 
thirty-live  acres,  clear  of  all  indebtedness.  Mr. 
Pelley  died  in  March,  1876,  and  his  good  wife,  who 
survived  him  a  number  of  years,  passed  away  in 
1881.  Five  of  their,  children  are  now  living:  Or- 
rin,  Sarah,  John  T.,  William  F.  and  Mary. 

William  F.  Pelley  was  reared  and  educated  in 
his  native  town  and  commenced  very  young  to 
assist  his  father  on  the  farm.  When  the  latter 
first  came  to  the  county,  Chicago  was  the  nearest 
market,  and  as  there  were  no  railroads  in  the  vicin¬ 
ity,  the  entire  trip  of  one  hundred  miles  was  made 
by  ox-teams.  After  the  death  of  his  parents,  our 
subject  bought  the  interest  of  the  other  heirs  in 
the  homestead  which  he  now  owns  and  occupies. 

January  8,  1877,  Mr.  Pelley  and  Nora  Nolen 
were  united  in  marriage.  The  lady  was  born  in 
the  town  of  Allegany,  Cattaraugus  County.  N.  Y., 
and  is  a  daughter  of  James  Nolen,  a  native  of 
County  Wexford,  Ireland.  His  brother  Walter 
and  sisters,  Ellen  and  Ann,  were  the  only  members 
of  his  father’s  family  to  come  to  America.  The 
father  of  Mrs.  Pelley  followed  the  trade  of  a  tan¬ 


ner  in  Allegany  for  about  twenty  years,  and  on 
coming  to  Rockford  in  1867,  resided  here  for  two 
years  and  then  purchased  a  farm  in  Qglo  County, 
where  his  death  occurred  in  March,  1861),  The 
maiden  name  of  his  wife  was  Nora  Delaney,  a  na¬ 
tive  of  Dublin,  Ireland,  and  the  daughter  of 
Thomas  Delaney;  she  died  on  the  home  farm.  Mrs. 
Pelley  and  her  sister,  Mrs.  I*.  D.  Murphy,  are  the 
only  members  of  the  family  living.  Our  subject 
and  his  wife  have  five  children!  John  W.,  James 
Francis,  Mary  Amy,  Maggie  E.  and  Lillie  E. 

EDWARD  II.  DAVIS,  a  member  of  the  firm 
of  E.  II.  Davis  &  Co.,  upholsterers  and 
dealers  In  furniture, with  business  quarters  at 
No.  329  South  Main  Street,  is  a  young  man  of  push, 
enterprise  and  reliability,  and  one  who  has  stand¬ 
ing  in  business  and  social  circles.  This  company 
consists  of  our  subject  and  his  father,  John  H. 
Davis,  and  has  been  in  operation  in  fijiis  city  for 
the  past  fourteen  years.  Both  gentlemen  are  pop¬ 
ularly  known  in  business  circles,  and  thp  house  is 
one  of  the  most  reliable,  responsible,  substantial 
and  representative  in  its  line  in  the  city.  The 
senior  Davis  is  an  expert  in  all  matters  pertaining 
to  his  business,  while  the  junior  member  of  the 
firm  combines  his  vigor  and  ability  with  the  ripe 
experience  of  his  father  to  form  a  firm  of  command¬ 
ing  influence,  wide  popularity  and  solid  worth. 

Edward  H.  Davis  was  born  in  this  city  on  the 
1st  of  March,  1850,  and  from  an  early  age  was 
trained  to  the  business  of  an  upholsterer.  He  is  of 
Welsh  descent, his  paternal  groat-groat-grandfather 
being  a  Welsh  tailor  who  died  after  coming  to 
America.  The  latter’s  son  and  the  great-grand¬ 
father  of  our  subject,  David  Davis,  was  a  native  of 
New  Hampshire  and  during  his  youth  experienced 
many  hardships  andmuch  ill  usage.  Atone  time, 
when  about 'fourteen  years  of  age,  he  was  treated 
with  so  much  harshness  and  cruelty  that  ho  enlisted 
in  the  Revolutionary  War,  and  was  in  many  of  the 
prominent  engagements  against  the  British.  Dur¬ 
ing  the  time  ho  was  in  service  he  was  taken  sick 
with  the  small-pox.  His  early  advantage  for  ob¬ 
taining  an  education  being  very  meager,  lie  tried 
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to  got;  some  schooling  without  an  instructor  anti 
learned  to  read  after  ho  was  m&vfc'd.  Bo  perse¬ 
vered  in  his  studies  and  became  avjvoix^und  thinker* 
a  great  rcasonor  and  a  man  of  fink  intellect.  lie 
had  a  most  retentive  memory  and  retained  it  until 
his  death  when  eighty-eight  years  of  age.  He  owned 
a  good  farm  and  passed  the  last  years  of  his  life  in 
comfort  and  happiness. 

His  son  and  the  grandfather  of  Edward  II.  Davis 
(our  subject),  John  Davis,  was  a  native  of  New 
Hampshire  and  a  farmer  of  Cornish  where  ho  passed 
his  entire  life,  dying  when  seventy-two  years  of 
age.  He  had  married  a  Connecticut  lady,  a  Miss 
Hannah  Brown,  who  came  of  English  ancestry,  and 
who  preceded  him  to  the  grave. 

John  II.  Davis,  Jr.,  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  New  Hampshire,  March  9,  1820,  and  was 
educated  in  Kilnbal  Union  Academy,  where  he  was 
prepared  to  enter  college.  Ho  was  a  teacher  of 
penmanship  for  a  number  of  years  before  he  came 
West,  and  was  married  in  his  native  town  to  Miss 
Sarah  Edmonson,  a  native  of  Cornish,  N.  II.,  and  of 
New  England  stock.  In  3849,  Mr.  Davis  and  his 
young  bride  emigrated  to  Illinois  and  settled  in 
Chicago  for  a  short  time.  They  later  took  passage 
for  Rockford  and  after  a  long  and  tiresome  journey 
landed  in  that  city.  Mr.  Davis  began  learning  the 
carpenter  and  cabinet-maker’s  trade,  and  worked  in 
the  first  furniture  factory  in  the  city.  He  also  as¬ 
sisted  in  putting  in  the  old  dam  on  the  Rock  River 
at  this  place,  and  some  of  the  old  houses  now  stand¬ 
ing  wore  built  by  him.  Mr.  Davis  has  lived  a  quiet, 
uneventful  life,  and  for  the  past  fifteen  years  has 
been  very  successful.  He  is  an  Independent  Dem¬ 
ocrat  in  his  political  views.  He  lost  the  sharer  of 
his  joys  and  sorrows,  his  worthy  wife,  in  1855, 
when  she  was  about  middle  age,  She  was  the 
mother  of  two  childreii,;  Edward  II.  (our  subject), 
and  Darmie,  who  became  the  wife  of  Alfred  La 
Point,  a  machinist  and  mechanic  in  the  Forest  City 
Furniture  Factory,  this  city. 

Mr.  Davis  took  for  his  second  wife  Miss  Mary 
Case,  a  native  of  Now  York,  of  New  Jersey  paren¬ 
tage.  She  died  young,  leaving  two  children ;  John, 
who  married  a  Miss  Maine  and  now  resides  in 
Chicago,  and  Sarah,  who  became  the  wife  of  Fred 
Pfamsticl,  a  barber  Of  Rockford.  Mr.  Davis’  third 


marriage  was  to  Angeline  La  Point,  a  native  of  Mil¬ 
waukee,  whose  parents  were  from  New  York  State. 
Her  father,  John  LaPoint,  built  the  first  house  in 
Milwaukee,  and  was  a  pioneer  of  that  city.  He 
came  to  Rockford  in  1855,  and  here  his  death  oc¬ 
curred  a  number  of  years  later.  His  wife  had  passed 
away  a  number  of  years  before.  She  was  a  native 
of  Troy,  N.  Y.  Mr.  LaPoint  was  a  sash,  door  and 
blind  manufacturer  in  Rockford  for  many  years. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  II.  Davis  have  no  children  by 
this  union.  They  are  intelligent  and  much  esteemed 
people. 

Our  subject  has  been  a  resident  of  Rockford  all 
his  life  and  was  wedded  in  this  city  to  Miss  Fannie 
Green,  also  of  Rockford.  He  is  a  fine  musician  and 
for  years  was  one  of  the  old  Forest  City  Band,  the 
same  being  kno  wn  as  the  Berdea  &  Davis  Orchestra, 
which  was  the  oldest  band  in  the  city  and  the  lead- 
in  g  one  for  .years.  1 1  is  no w  extin  ct,  however.  Mr. 
Davis  and  his  estimable  lady  reside  at  No.  1002 
Grant  Avenue,  where  they  have  a  very  nice,  tasty 
home. 

EBAfiTIAN  FT CUES,  a  retired  agriculturist 
and  a  gentleman  of  broad  and  comprehen¬ 
sive  experience  and  observation,  is  at  pres¬ 
ent  residing  in  the  village  of  Slmland, 
which  has  been  his  place  of  residence  for  the  past 
twelve  years.  He  is  a  native  of  Pennsylvania, 
having  been  born  in  Cumberland  County-,  in  1818. 
He  is  a  son  of  Abraham  Ficlces,  also  a  native  of 
the  Keystone  State,  who  removed  in  1833  to  Sum¬ 
mit  Count}’-,  Ohio,  where  he  made  his  homo  until 
1846,  the  date  of  his  advent  into  Winnebago 
County. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  accompanied  to 
this  State  by  our  subject  and  his  bride,  he  having 
been  married  in  1844  to  Miss  Caroline  Seely,  a  na¬ 
tive  of  Summit  County,  Ohio.  The  young  couple 
located  upon  an  eighty-acre  tract  of  land  which 
Mr.  Fickes  sold  in  a  few  years,  and  became  the 
owner  of  a  quarler-seotion  ad  joining  that  property. 
His  wife  dLcd  j^i  1863,  leaving  a  son,  Miles. 

The  second  marriage  of  our  subject,  which  was 
celebrated  in  1870,  united  him  with  Mrs.  Sarah 
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(Fitch)  Case,  the  daughter  of  Abnor  Fitch,  of  Con¬ 
necticut,  who  was  born  in  1790  and  died  whilo 
residing  in  Chautauqua  County,  N.  Y.,  in  1873. 
His  wife,  who  boro  the  maiden  name  of  Eunice 
Brownell,  had  her  birth  in  Bennington,  Yt.,  and  her 
death  occurred  in  Stockton,  N.  Y.,  in  1362,  at  the 
age  of  three-score  and  ten  years.  Their  family 
included  thirteen  children,  live  sons  and  eight 
daughters,  seven  of  whom  are  still  living.  Black¬ 
man  Fitch,  a  brother  of  our  subject’s  wife,  was 
a  volunteer  soldier  from  Chautauqua  County  in 
Company  E)  One  Hundred  and  Fifty-fourth  New 
York  Infantry,  and  served  through  the  entire 
struggle.  He  was  with  “Old  Tecumseh”  on  his 
march  through  Georgia,  at  which  time  lie  received 
a  slight  ilesli  wound.  He  is  at  present  residing  in 
Chautauqua  County,  where  he  is  held  in  high 
esteem.  A  sister  of  Mrs.  Fickes,  Mrs.  Eliza  Hunt, 
resides  at  Grand  Rapids,  Mich.,  where  her  son  is 
engaged  with  a  barrel  and  stave  company. 

The  paternal  grandparents  of  our  subject  wore 
Marlin  and  Betsey  (Michel)  Fickes,  both  natives  of 
Adams  County,  Pa.  The  maiden  name  of  our 
subject’s  mother  was  Betsey  Wonder,  a  native  of 
York  County,  Pa.,  and  the  daughter  of  Sebastian 
and  Sarah  (Day)  Wonder.  They  became  the  par¬ 
ents  of  three  sons  and  nine  daughters,  and  departed 
this  life  at  the  respective  ages  of  fifty-four  and 
eighty-four  years,  the  father  dyingin  York  Coun  ty, 
Pa.,  and  the  mother  in  Venango  County,  that 
Slate. 

The  parental  family  of  our  subject  numbered  ten 
children,  one  of  whom  died  when  very  young.  Mr. 
Fickes  comes  of  a  hearty,  athletic  race,  and  he  and 
his  son  Miles,  though  not  sporting  men,  have  won 
considerable  fame  in  their  community  for  their 
marvelous  strength.  The  son  is  a  prominent  farmer 
in  Shirland  Township,  yet  is  a  famous  sprinter,  and 
could  he  have  traveled  would  seldom  have  found 
his  equal  for  running  one  hundred  yards.  He  is 
married  to  Miss  Eva  Kimball, of  Winnebago  County. 

The  original  of  this  sketch  resided  at  home  until 
twenty-five  years  of  age,  and  as  the  result  of  a  life 
of  industry  and  prudence  is  the  proud  possessor  of 
an  excellent  estate  of  two  hundred  and  forty-five 
acres,  in  addition  to  which  he  has  a  comfortable 
residence  and  several  lots  in  the  village.  "  He  has 


been  an  active  member  and  liberal  supporter  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  likewise  gener¬ 
ously*  contributes  to  all.  measures  that  promise  to 
be  for  the  advantage  and  improvement  of  that  por¬ 
tion  of  the  country  in  Which  he  lives.  'V 

Mrs.  Fiekos  became  the  mother  of  a  son  and 
daughter  by  her  first  husband:  Carrie,  Mrs.  plank 
Morgan,  of  Rockford,  and  C lmiies  W.  s6Ffiic  sain e 
place. 


VARREN  E.  FYLEIt.  Probably  in  the  his¬ 
tory  of  the  representative  business  enter¬ 
prises  of  Durand,  no  more  'worthy  example 
can  be  found  of  what  may  be  accomplished  bir  en¬ 
ergy,  integrity  and  well-directed  efforts,  than  is  so 
strikingly  exemplified  in  the  successful  career  of 
the  enterprise  conducted  by  Mr.  Fylcr,  dealer  in 
grain,  and  representing  that  business  in  Durand. 

A  resident  of  Winnebago  County  since  18G 1 ,  Mr. 
Fyler  removed  hither  from  Oswego  County,  N.  Y, 
where  he  was  born  March  26,  1846,  He  is  the 
son  of  Lorenzo  and  Cordelia  ( Wiltse)  Fyler,  and  in 
1861  accompanied  the  other  mombers  of  the 
parental  family  to  Roscoe,  111.,  where  his  father  is 
engaged  in  the  drug  business.  The  childhood  days 
of  our  subject  were  passed  on  a  farm,  and  when 
not  occupied  with  his  school  duties,  he  was  indus¬ 
triously  aiding  in  tilling  the  soil  and  improving 
the  home  place.  March  8,  1864,  he  came  to 
Durand,  where  he  was  employed  as  clerk  for 
Andrew  Ashton,  a  general  merchant,  for  three 
years,  and  for  one  year  afterward  he  had  charge  of 
a  wholesale  notion  wagon. 

After  spending  one  year  in  Chicago,  where  ho 
had  charge  of  a  roofing  factory,  Mr.  Fyler  returnod 
to  Winnebago  County,  and  for  three  years  ran 
a  notion  wagon,  after  which  lie  again  entered  the 
employ  of  Andrew  Ashton.  In  1882,  he  associated 
Peter  Patterson  as  partner,  and  under  the  firm 
name  of  Patterson  6s  Fyler,  engaged  in  a  general 
mercantile  business,  also  dealing  in  grain  and  live 
stock.  Their  freight  charges  amounted  to  $6,500 
annually,  and  their  business  was  extensive  and 
lucrative. 

In  1884,  Mr.  Fyler  engaged  in  the  grain  trade 
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alone  and  one  year  later  settled  on  a  farm,  which 
ho  cultivated  for  a  time.  In  1887,  he  went  to 
Omaha,  where  for  several  months  he  was  employed 
by  an  abstract  firm.  Prom  that  city  ho  proceeded 
to  Plymouth,  Iowa,  where  lie  had  charge  of  a  store 
for  about  si*  months.  Returning  to  Durand, 
he  traded  property  for  the  elevator,  whioh  ho  still 
owns,  and  has  over  since  been  successfully  engaged 
in  the  grain  trado. 

January  21,  1874,  Mr.  Fylor  and  Miss  Charlotte 
G.,  daughter  of  D.  E.  Adams,  were  united  in  mar¬ 
riage.  They  arc  the  parents  of  three  children, 
namely:  Katie,  who  died  at  the  age  of  six  months, 
Mabel,  who  is  at  home,  and  Frank,  who  died  when 
five  years  old.  In  his  political  belief,  Mr.  Fylor  is 
a  Republican,  and  has  boon  called  by  his  fellow- 
citizens  to  occupy  positions  of  trust,  having  served 
as  Supervisor  of  Durand  and  in  other  local  offices. 
He  is  a  Thirty-second  Degree  Mason,  and  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  Durand  Lodge  No.  30,  F.  &  A.  M.,  of 
which  he  is  Master;  Freeport  Chapter  No,  23,  R. 
A.  M.;  Freeport  Coinmandery  No.  7,  K.  T.,  and 
Freeport  Consistory,  Scottish  Rite.  Ho  and  liis 
amiable  wife  are  highly  esteemed  for  their  fine  per¬ 
sonal  traits  of  Character,  and  occupy  a  warm  place 
in  the  regard  of  the  people  among  whom  they  have 
spent  the  greater  portion  of  their  lives. 


eLINTONjIIELM,  M.  D.  Among  the  suc¬ 
cessful  professional  men  of  Rockford,  there 
_  is  probably  no  one  more  perfectly  in  sympa¬ 
thy  with  that  public  spirit  which  has  contributed 
to  the  progress  of  the  city  than  the  subject  of  this 
biographical  notice.  Persevering  and  energetic  in 
whatever  direction  his  efforts  have  been  turned, 
material  success  is  not  the  greatest  of  liis  achieve¬ 
ments,  for  he  has  gained  what  is  even  better — the 
highest  respect  of  the  best  men  of  the  State  and 
the  confidence  of  all  who  know  him. 

The  office  of  this  skillful  physician  and  surgeon 
is  located  at  No.  107  N.  West  Street,  and  the 
Doctor  has  made  liis  home  in  Rockford  since  1878, 
enjoying  a  largo  and  lucrative  practice.  Prior  to 
locating  here,  he  practiced  his  profession  at  Beloit, 


Wis.,  for  eight  years  and  also  spent  some  time  as  a 
practitioner  in  Ogle  County,  this  State,  at  Oregon 
and  Byron,  commencing  at  the  former  place  in 
1852,  after  graduating  in  the  medical  department 
of  the  State  University  of  Iowa  at  Keokuk.  Dur¬ 
ing  the  years  of  his  practice,  he  has  made  his  pro¬ 
fession  financially  remunerative  and  has  won  a 
warm  place  in  the  esteem  of  his  patients. 

Before  mentioning  more  fully  the  events  of  im¬ 
portance  in  the  life  of  Dr.  1-Ielm,  it  may  not  be 
amiss  to  record  briefly  a  few  facts  with  reference 
to  liis  parentage.  Woodhnll  Helm,  his  father,  was 
familiarly  known  as  Captain,  on  account  of  service 
in  the  State  militia.  He  was  bom  in  Orange 
County,  N.  Y.,  in  3  777,  and  belonged  to  a  pioneer 
family  of  the  Empire  State,  whose  lineage  was 
traced  to  England  and  Ireland.  A  nephew  of  our 
subject,  J.  C.  Helm,  Supreme  Judge  of  Colorado, 
has  shown,  from  facts  which  he  lias  gathered,  that 
the  family  in  England  had  a  coat  of  arms,  and 
its  members  were  prominent  in  that  country. 

Capt.  Helm  by  a  former  marriage  became  tlie  fa¬ 
ther  of  two  sons  and  one  daughter,  now  deceased. 
Miss  Lucy  Ruggles,  of  Worcester  County,  Mass., 
whose  ancestors  had  been  American  citizens  through 
several  generations  and  figured  prominently  in 
the  Revolutionary  War,  became  the  third  wife  of 
Capt.  Helm.  Six  children  were  born  of  this  union, 
all  deceased  but  our  subject  and  Alfred.  The  latter 
went  tqf  California  in  1351,  operated  there  as  a 
miner  ajnd  later  published  a  paper  for  some  years. 
He  is  now  a  resident  of  Carson  City,  Nev.,  and  has 
been  Clerk  of  tlie  Supreme  Court  Of  that  State. 

In  1835,  Capt.  Helm  brought  his  family  to  Illi¬ 
nois  and  settled  in  Jersey  County,  whence  two  years 
later  lie  removed  to  Ogle  County  and  entered 
Government  land,  locating  upon  it  when  it  came 
into  market.  There  he  died  in  1845,  when  sixty- 
eight  years  old.  His  wife  survived  him  several 
years  and  attained  to  the  advanced  age  of  eighty- 
four  years,  passing  away  in  Tama  County,  Iowa. 
This  worthy  couple  were  faithful  members  of  the 
Congregational  Church,  and  were  highly  esteemed 
wherever  they  were  known. 

It  was  during  the  residence  of  his  parents  in 
Schoharie  County,  N.  Y.,  in'  1829,  that  Clinton 
Helm  was  born.  He  was  yet  j’oung  when  he  ac- 
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corapanied  his  parents  to  . Illinois,  and  his  education 
was  principally  gained  in  the  academy  at  Rock¬ 
ford.  In  this  city,  lie-  commenced  to  read  medi¬ 
cine  under  Dr.  Lucius  Clark,  a  skilled  physician 
whose  reputation  was  extended  throughout  the 
surrounding  country.  His  studies  were  afterward 
prosecuted  with  diligence  at  Keokuk,  where  lie 
completed  the  course  of  lectures, 

The  marriage  of  Dr.  Helm  united  him  with  Miss 
Hannah  S.,  daughter  of  David  R.  and  Polly 
(Moore)  Poyneer,  of  French  descent.  Her  parents 
came  West  in  middle  life  and  settled  in  Iowa, 
where  they  spent  their  closing  years  and  died 
when  quite  old.  Their  two  sons  still  reside  in  the 
Ilawkeye  State,  Edward  being  engaged  as  a  grocer 
and  Alfred,  the  present  Lieutenant-Governor  of 
the  State.  Mrs.  Helm  was  highly  educated  in  her 
native  State,  Connecticut,  and  was  an  efficient  and 
successful  teacher  prior  to  her  marriage.  She  is  a 
lady  of  superior  intelligence  and  active,  benevolent 
spirit,  and  is  a  faithful  member  of  the  Second 
Congregational  Church,. to  which  the  Doctor  also 
belongs. 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  Helm  are  the  parents  of  six  chil¬ 
dren,  as  follows:  Minnie  E.,  wife  of  E.  J.  White, 
a  real-estate  agent  of  Chicago;  Lucy  G.,  who  mar¬ 
ried  Allen  R.  Rea,  of  Rockford,  manager  of  Barnes 
Manufacturing  Company;  Clinton,  who  married 
Miss  Jennie  Sacket,  of  this  city,  and  resides  on 
Walnut  Street  in  Rockford,  where  ho  follows  the 
profession  of  dentistry;  F.  Eva, formerly  a  teacher 
but  now  at  home,  whose  ability  as  an  artist,  and 
especially  in  the  use  of  the  air-brush  in  portrait 
work,  has  won  the  commendation  of  able  critics; 
Harry  S.,  superintendent  of  the  flouring  mills  at 
Jamestown,  N.  Dak.;  Willis  C.,  who  is  in  the  Hale 
Elevator  Works.  The  children  are  well  educated, 
and  Eva  and  Willis  are  college  graduates. 

During  the  late  war,  Dr,  Helm  was  appointed  by 
Gov.  Yates  Surgeon  of  the  Ninety-second  Illinois 
Infantry,  September  4,  1862,  and  was  with  his  regi¬ 
ment  in  all  its  marches  and  battles  until  Septem¬ 
ber  20,  1863,  at  Chattanooga,  Tenn,  He  was  then 
taken  prisoner  by  the  rebels  and  cast  into  Libby 
Prison,  where  he  endured  all  the  terrible  experi¬ 
ences  of  that  place  for  two  months.  He  was 
exchanged  November  24  and  realizes  that  it  was 


his  early  exchange  alone  which  saved  his  life. 
During  the  last  year  of  his  service,  ho  was  on  the 
staff  of  Gen.  Killpatrick,  when  ho  was  often  ex¬ 
posed  to  the  enemy’s  firo  and  Htood  close  by  his 
commanding  officer,  who  received  several  wounds. 
June  21, 1865,  ho  was  honorably  discharged  and 
returned  to  his  home  with  a  war  record  of  which 
his  friends  may  justly  he  proud.  Brave  and  cour¬ 
ageous,  no  danger  harmed  him  and  he  shrank  from 
no  peril  however  imminent  it  might  seem.  He  is 
a  member  of  G,  L.  Novins  Post  No.  1,  G,  A,  R. 
and  is  a  stanch  Republican  in  his  political  belief. 


JOHN  BACKUS,  deceased,  was  born  in  Cat- 
skill,  N,  Y.,  in  1814,  and  came  of  an  old 
Now  England  family  of  English  descent. 
He  learned  the  tinner’s  trade  in  New  York 
City,  and  when  a  young  man  went  to  New  Jersey. 
It  was  while  residing  in  the  Empire  State  that  he 
married  Miss  Theodosia  G.  Patterson,  who  was 
born  in  Northumberland  County,  Pa.  She  lost 
her  parents  when  very  young  and  has  no  recollec¬ 
tion  of  them.  She  was  only  seven  years  old 
when  she  was  taken  to  Steuben  County,  N.  Y., 
where  she  was  carefully  reared  and  educated. 
When  quite  young,  she  became  a  teacher,  but  gave 
up  that  profession  on  her  marriage. 

It  was  in  1854  that  Mr.  Backus  and  his  wife 
came  to  the  West  and  made  a  settlement  in  Win¬ 
nebago  County,  III.,  where  ho  secured  a  farm  two 
miles  from  the  city  limits  of  Rockford.  There  he 
made  his  home  for  some  years,  but  afterward  wont 
to  Chicago,  where  he  resided  for  six  years.  On 
his  return  to  this  county,  lie  located  in  Rock¬ 
ford,  where  ho  continued  to  make  his  home  until 
his  death.  He  lived  an  upright  and  worthy  life, 
true  to  every  trust  reposed  in  him,  and  was  a  con¬ 
sistent  and  faithful  member  of  the  Methodist 
Church.  In  politics,  he  was  a  supporter  of  Re¬ 
publican  principles,  but  never  sought  or  desired 
political  preferment  for  himself.  Ho  passed  away 
at  his  home  on  Grant  Avenue  in  1880,  respected 
by  all  who  knew  him. 

Mrs.  Backus  was  a  true  helpmato  to  her  hus¬ 
band.  Since  his  death  her  life  lias  been  devoted 
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to  the  promotion  of  nil  interests  calculated  to  ad¬ 
vance  the  general  welfare.  She  1ms  been  con¬ 
nected  with  various  religious  movements  and 
moral  reforms,  and  is  a  prominent;  temperance 
worker,  being  President  of  the  'Woman’s  Chris* 
tinn  Temperance  Union  of  this  city,  which  has  a 
membership  of  two  hundred.  She  has  many  times 
served  ms  its  delegate  to  the  State  conventions,  $nd 
was  twice  a  delegate  to  the  National  convention. 
The  poor  and  needy  find  in  her  a  true  friend 
and,  prompted  by  her  benevolent  spirit,  she  has 
given  liberally  of  her  means  to  worthy  charities. 
The  Court  Street  Mothddist  Church  finds  in  her  a 
faithful  and  active  member,  and  her  good  works 
have  made  her  well  known  and  greatly  beloved 
throughout  this  community. 

\lj%ANIEL  B.  FOOTE,  M.  I).,  is  one  of  the 

|j|  J)  loading  physicians  of  llolvidere  and  one 
of  the  oldest  practitioners  of  the  city.  He 
was  horn  in  Otselic,  Chenango  County, 
N.Y.,  April  7, 1828.  His  father,  Justin  Foote,  was 
horn  in  Smyrna,  N,  Y.,  November  22,  1803,  and 
was  a  direct  descendant  of  Naiilmniel  Foote,  a 
native  of  England,  who  emigrated  to  America,  ac¬ 
companied  by  his  family.  lie  located  in  Weathers- 
field,  Conn.,  and  was  made  one  of  its  freemen  hi 
1633.  lie  died  in  16-14,  at  the  age  of  fifty-one. 
His  son  Nathaniel,  the  next  in  direct  descent,  died 
in  1055;  the  third  also  bore  the  name  of  Nathaniel. 
He  married  Margaret  Bliss,  of  Springfield,  Mass., 
and  died  January  13,  1708.  Their  son  Nathaniel 
wedded  Ann  Clark,  of  Lebanon,  Conn.,  and  after 
her  death  married  Ilnnnah  Coleman,  of  Colchester, 
Conn.  He  died  April  20,  1774,  at  the  age  of 
ninety-two.  Daniel  Foote,  the  next  in  direct  de¬ 
scent,  was  born  February  6,  1717,  and  married 
Margaret  Parsons,” a  daughter  ol'Ebcnezcr  Parsons, 
Of  Springfield,  Mass.  _  lie  passed  away  in  Colches¬ 
ter,  Conn.,  December  27,  1801,  in  his  eighty-sixth 
year. 

Hon.  Isaac  Foote,  great-grandfather  of  our  sub¬ 
ject,  was  the  next  in  direct  descent.  lie  was  born 
in  Colchester,  Conn.,  January  4,  3  745,  and  in  1795 
removed  to  Now  York,  locating  in  what  is  now  the 


town  of  .Smyrna,  Chenango  County.  He  secured 
the  organization  6f  that  county,  while  serving  as  ft 
a  member  of  the  State  Legislature  in  1798.  lie 
was  appointed  the  first  Judge  of  the  Court  of 
Common  Pleas  and  General  Sessions.  In  1800,  he. 
was  elected  State  Senator  for  four  years.  In  1806, 
he  resigned  his  position  of  Judge  and  retired  to 
private  life.  He  died  on  his  farm  in  the  town  of 
Smyrna,  February  26,  1842,  at  the  age  of  ninety- 
seven.  His  wife  was  Mary  Kellogg,  a  daughter  of 
Jonathan  Kellogg.  She  was  born  May  80,  1768, 
and  died  at  the  age  of  eighty-twO  years.  Their 
children  reached  the  ages  of  fifty-three,  seventy- 
five,  ninety-two,  ninety-three  and  ninety-eight 
years,  respectively. 

Isaac  Foote,  grandfather  of  our  subject,  was  bom 
in  Stafford,  Conn.,  April  18,  1776.  Throughout 
his  life  lie  followed  farming.  He  went  to  New 
York  and  was  appointed  agent  for  fciic  Sale  of  the 
Lawrence  and  Livingston  lands.  He  served  as 
Constable,  Collector,  Deputy  Sheriff  and  Sheriff, 
and  was  a  prominent  citizen  of  the  community. 
He  spent  his  last  years  in  the  village  of  Norwich. 
In  politics,  he  was  a  Whig,  was  a  member  of  the 
Congregational  Church  and  enjoyed  the  confidence 
and  high  esteem  of  the  public.  Justin  Foote, 
father  of  the  Doctor,  was  reared  and  educated  in 
Smyrna,  N.  Y.,  and  made  fanning  his  life  work. 
While  assisting  in  raising  a  building,  he  met  his 
death  by  accident,  June  19,  1834.  His  wife  bore 
the  maiden  name  of  Irene  Warner,  and  was  a 
daughter  of  'Samuel  Warner.  After  the  death  of 
Mr.  Foote,  she  became  the  wife  of  Horatio  Sey- 
moui',  Esq.,  of  Alexander,  N.  Y.  Her  last  days 
were  spent  in  the  home  of  our  subject.  She  reared 
five  children:  Harriet  E.,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
twenty-one;  Fannie  Irene,  who  was  a  student  in 
Alexander  College,  and  died  at  the  age  of  seven¬ 
teen;  Justin  Hid,  who  was  engaged  in  merchan¬ 
dising  in  Bolvidere  and  died  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
four;  and  Samuel,  who  resides  in  Scranton,  Pa. 

The  Doctor  was  the  second  in  order  of  birth, 
lie  was  reared  in  liis  native  county,  and  acquired,, 
an  academic  education,  after  which  he  turned  his 
attention  to  the  study  of  inediciue,  and  for  six 
years  was  a  student  with  Dr.  Hyde,  Professor  of 
Surgery  in  the  Syracuse  Medical  College.  He 


2m _  PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


graduated  from  the  Buffalo  Medical  College  in  the 
Class  of  ’5f,1receiving  his  di^Oiffa  from  Millard 
Fillmore,'  then  President  of  the  United  States  and 
Chancellor  of  the  college.  I-Ic  was  engaged  for  a 
year  with  his  preceptor  and  then  went  to  Newark 
Valley,  where  he  remained  until  1854,  when  he 
came  to  Bolviderc  and  has  here  been  in  active 
practice  continuously  since. 

In  July,  1853,  Dr.  Foote  married  Martha  E.  Up 
De  Graff,  who  was  born  in  Vestal,  Broome  County, 
N.  Y.,  and  is  a  daughter  of  William  B.  and  Nancy 
(Morse)  Up  De  Graff,  the  former  a  native  of  Penn¬ 
sylvania"  and  the  latter  a  native  of  the  Empire 
State.  They  have  three  children:  Stella  E.,  Har¬ 
riet  Louisa  and  Mary  Irene,  The  eldest  is  the  wife 
of  Edwin  W.  Warren  and  has  four  sons:  Freder¬ 
ick  Foote,  Daniel  Edwin,  Henry  R  and  Arthur. 

The  Doctor  is  a  dimitted  member  of  the  Masonic 
fraternity.  In  politics,  he  is  a  Republican,  and  has 
served  as  a  member  of  the  Village  Board  of  Trust- 
tees,  and  was  Alderman  of  the  Fourth  Ward.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  Illinois  State  Medical  Society, 
the  American  Medical  Association,  and,  in  1876, 
was  a  delegate  to  the  International  Medical  Con¬ 
gress  which  met  at  Philadelphia.  He  and  his  wife 
are  members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church, ,of  which 
he  has  been  an  Elder  since  1856.  He  has  always 
been  a  worker  in  the  Sabbath-school  and  was  its 
Superintendent  for  ten  years.  Few  men  are  more 
widely  known  in  this  community  than  Dr.  Foote 
and  none  are  held  in  higher  regard,  his  upright 
life  having  won  him  the  esteem  of  all  with  whom 
he  has  come  in  contact. 


VILLIAM  C.  PRATT,  dealer  in  fruits  and 
confectioneries  at  No.  415  East  State 
Street,  Rockford,  is  a  native  of  Vermont. 
He  was  bom  in  Manchester,  Remington  County, 
in  1838,  and  is  descended  from  an  old  family  of 
the  Green  Mountain  State.  liis  father,  Chester 
Pratt,  was  born  in  Marlboro,  Vt.,  reared  to  man¬ 
hood  upon  a  farm  and  in  New  York  wedded  Miss 
Almira  Collins,  a  native  of  Cambridge,  N.  Y. 
They  settled  in  New  York,  where  Mr.  Pratt  fol¬ 
lowed  farming  until  his  death,  at  the  age  of  iifty- 


six  years.  His  wife  w:is  afterward  twice  married 
and  is  now  living  in  Brooklyn,  Jackson  County, 
Mich.,  at  the  age  of  se  venty  years.  William  is  the 
eldest  of  four  children;  Warren  W,,  a  soldier  in  a 
Michigan  regiment,  was  wounded  and  taken  pris¬ 
oner  and  died  on  the  field  of  battle,  while  lying 
in  a  tent  that  had  been  prepared  for  him.  He 
had  been  roped  in  a  blanket  and  in  its  folds  died. 
He  was  then  only  sixteen  years  of  age.  The  sis¬ 
ters,  Mrs.  Betsy  Hatch  and  Mrs.  Julia  Frances 
Shephordson,  reside  in  Windsor  and  Brattleboro, 
Vt.,:  respectively. 

Under  the  parental  roof  our  subject  spent 
the  days  of  his  boyhood,  and  when  a  young 
man  emigrated  Westward,  locating  in  Rockford, 
Near  this  city  he  married  Julia  F.  Spink,  who  was 
bOrn  and  reared  in  the  Empire  State  and  came  to 
Illinois  in  1853,  with  her  parents,  Robert  and  Julia 
(Warner)  Spink.  The  mother  died  at  the  age  of 
eighty-two  years,  and  the  father  is  still  living  at 
the  age  of  eighty-three,  and  resides  with  Mrs, 
Pratt.  They  have  been  life-long  members  of  the 
Methodist  Church  and  are  consistent  Christian 
people,  highly  respected  by  all  who  know  them. 

J  They  have  one  son,  Andrew  C.,  who  is  now  a 
farmer  of  Scott  Township,  Ogle  County.  Mrs. 
Pratt  is  their  only  living  daughter.  She  is  a  cul¬ 
tured  mid  intelligent  lady,  and  for  a  number  of 
years  before  her  marriage  engaged  in  teaching. 
She  has  become  the  mother  of  three  children:  An¬ 
drew  A.,  who  is  engaged  In  business  with  his  fa¬ 
ther;  Robert  W.,  who  wedded  Myrtle  E.  Lewis,  of 
Rockford,  and  is  also  in  his  father’s  employ;  and 
Fannie,  who  is  at  home. 

On  coming  io  this  city  in  1854,  Mr.  Pratt  on- 
gaged  in  teaming  for  some  time,  afterwards  sold 
goods  for  Mr.  Leonard  an d  later,  as  a  partner  of 
Mr.  Burroughs,  engaged  in  business  on  his  own 
account  in  that  lino  for  two  years.  At  length, 
he  became  a  dealer  in  fruits  and  confectioneries, 
ami  for  eighteen  years  Qhas  devoted  his  energies 
to  that  business.  He  carries  fruits  of  all  kinds  and 
a  large  line  of  confectionery,  ice-creams,  ices,  etc., 
which  he  series  in  the  most  beautiful,  style.  He  does 
both  a  wholesale  and  retail  business  and  is  enjoy¬ 
ing  a  large  tru<|c.  He  is  a  pleasant,  genial  gentle¬ 
man,  who  Uas^tpany  friends  in  the  community, 
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and  his  wife  is  also  held  in  high  regard.  They 
are  botli  members  of  the  Centennial  Methodist 
Church,  and  Mr.  Pratt  belongs  to  Rockford  Lodge 
No.  102,  A.  F,  &  A.  M. 


OBERT  MeCULLOCH,  one  of  the  early  set- 
llWtr  tiers  of  Winnebago  County  and  a  promi- 
elPfll  nent  citizen  of  Rockford  Township,  was 
\^§)/bOrn  in  Ross-shire,  Scotland.  II is  father, 
William,  was  born  in  the  same,  shire,  was  a  farmer 
by  occupation,  and  spent  his  entire  life  in  the  land 
of  his  birth.  The  maiden  name  of  the  mother 
of  our  subject  was  Mary  Falconer.  She  was  born 
in  Ross-shire,  the  daughter  of  Robert  and  Kate 
(McNeil)  Falconer,  and  spent  her  entire  life  in  her 
native  land. 

When  orphaned  by  the  death  of  his  father,  our 
subject  was  but  an  infant,  and  was  afterward  cared 
for  by  his  mother  and  an  uncle,  whom  he  assisted 
on  the  farm  as  soon  as  lie  was  old  enough.  Ho 
remained  in  Scotland  until  1847,  then  went  to 
Liverpool  and  took  passage  on  the  sailing-vessel 
“  Kalarnathew,”  landing  in  New  York  and  coming 
thence  directly  to  Winnebago  Count}',  via  the 
Hudson  River  to  Albany  and  Eric  Canal  to  Buffalo, 
then  by  the  Lakes  to  Chicago,  and  from  there  over¬ 
land  with  a  team  to  Winnebago  County.  The 
journey  from  Liverpool  occupied  two  months,  and 
on  reaching  his  destination  lie  was  in  very  limited 
circumstances. 

For  a  time  Mr.  McCulloch  made  his  homo  with 
his  uncle,  Robert  Falconer  by  whom  he  was 
employed  by  the  day  and  month  on  the  farm.  He 
was  very  industrious,  saved  his  earnings  and  finally 
was  enabled  to  purchase  the  land  included  in 
his  present  farm.  There  wore  a  few  acres  broken  at 
the  time  and  this  constituted  the  entire  improve¬ 
ment.  He  has  erected  a  nice  set  of  frame  buildings, 
planted  fruit,  shade  and  ornamental  trees,  and 
otherwise  improved  the  property,  until  it  is  con¬ 
sidered  one  of  the  best  places  in  the  township. 

In  January,  1857,  Mr.  McCulloch  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Ellen  Thompson,  who  was  born  in 
Campbclltown,  Argylesliire, Scotland.  Her  parents, 


John  and  Mary  Thompson,  were  natives  of  Argyle- 
shire,  where  the  father  was  reared,  married  and 
died.  The  mother,  who  survived  him  a  number  of 
years,  came  to  America  in  1854  and  spent  her  last 
years  in  Winnebago  County.  Mrs.  McCulloch 
came  to  America  with  her  two  brothers,  John  and 
Robert  Thompson,  in  the  fall  of  1853.  They 
embarked  at  Greenock  in  the  sailing-vessel  “  Char¬ 
lotte  Harrison,”  and  landed  in  New  York  after 
a  voyage  of  seven  weeks  and  three  days.  "They 
proceeded  immediately  to  Marietta,  Washington 
County,  Ohio, arriving  there  July  7th, and  remain¬ 
ing  in  that  city  until  the  spring  of  1855,  when 
they  came  to  Winnebago  County.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
McCulloch  have  seven  children  living,  namely: 
John,  Mary,  Katie,  Daniel,  Hugh,  Henry  and 
Charles.  The  members  of  the  family  aim  highly 
esteemed  social!}’'  and  their  position  is  among  the 
most  refined  and  intelligent  in  the  community. 


J  OHN  G.  EINOR,  night  engineer  in  the 
Nelson  Knitting  Factory  and  a  stockholder 
in  the  , Rockford  Manufacturing  Company, 

_  '  i, .es  at  No.  128  Bremer  Street,  Rockford: 

where  he  has  a  comfortable  home.  He  was  born 
in  West  Gothland,  Sweden,  October  10,  1848,  and 
was  the  first  cf  the  family  to  come  to  this  country. 
His  father,  Charles  Tcclc,  died  in  1880,  at  the  age 
of  fifty  years.  At  the  age  of  eighteen,  he  entered 
the  service  of  his  country,  and  was  an  efficient 
private  in  the  regular  army  throughout  his  en¬ 
tire  life.  He  fought  for  Alsace  and  Lorraine  against 
Gennany'in  1848,  and  saw  some  considerable  hard 
service,  but  was  never  wounded.  His  wife,  Mrs. 
Jolsannah  (Olson)  Johnson,  for  Took  was  the  army 
name  of  her  husband,  came  to  this  country  in 
1881,  and  now  makes  her  home  with  her  children 
in  Chicago  and  Rockford.  She  is  now  seventy- 
two  yearn  of  age,  but  the  infirmities  generally 
accompanying  declining  years  rest  lightly  upon 
her.  With  the  Lutheran  Church  she  holds  mem¬ 
bership,  as  did  Mr.  Teck.  Our  subject  is  the  only 
son  in  a  family  of  four  children.  One  sister,  Ma¬ 
tilda,  is  the  wife  of  Aug.  Johnson,  a  farmer  of 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


Sweden;  Anna  is  the  wife  of  Berliard  Johnson, 
a  dealer  in  ink  in  Chicago;  and  Minnie  is  the 
wife  of  Fritz  Carlson,  a  shi  pping  clerk  for  Marshall 
Field  &  Co.,  of  that  city. 

We  now  take  up  the  personal  history  of  Mr. 
Einor,  whose  early  life  passed  uneventfully  in 
his  native  land.  At;  the  age  of  twenty- three  years, 
in  1871,  he  first  crossed  the  Atlantic  to  America, 
making  a  location  in  Putnam  County,  N.  Y., 
where  he  was  employed  as  an  iron  miner  for  some 
time.  In  that  county,  in  1873,  he  married  Miss 
Jennie  Lendgren,  who  was  bom  and  reared  in 
West  Gothland,  Sweden,  her  birth  occurring  Feb¬ 
ruary  22,  1844.  Her  parents,  Joseph  and  Kisa 
(Anderson)  Lendgren,  were  also  natives  of  the 
same  locality,  and  there  the  father  spent  his  en¬ 
tire  life  as  a  farmer.  He  was  called  to  his  final 
rest  at  the  age  of  seventy-two  years.  His  wife  is 
still  living  at  about  the  same  age  and  makes  her 
home  with  her  daughter,  Mrs.  Einor.  In  the  fam- 
1  ily  were  six  children,  two  of  whom  reside  in 
Sweden:  Christina,  wife  of  Alfred  Cling,  a  farmer; 
and  Swan  Lendgren,  a  shoemaker,  who  wedded 
Johanna  Johnson.  Those  iiving  in  this  country 
are  Charles,  who  married  Charlotta  Anderson 
and  is  a  shoemaker  in  the  employ  of  Mr.  Engle- 
mire,  of  this  city;  Sophia,  wife  of  Joel  Hoagland, 
a  cabinet-maker  with  the  Co-operative  Furniture 
Company;  and  Amanda,  wife  of  Godfrod  Lind. 

After  his  marriage,  having  spent  four  and  a 


work  of  which  they  take  an  activo  interest,  Mrs. 
Einor  serving  as  a  teacher  in  the  Sunday-school. 
In  politics,  Mr.  Einor  is  a  Republican  and  a  highly 
respected  citizen. 

|^)OOKWOOD  SAGER,  M.  D.,  a  promising 
Physician  anfl  surgeon  located  on  the  cor- 
m  ner  of  Main  and  Morgan  Streets,  Rockford, 
,  ,  lias  been  engaged  in  activo  practice  here 

'■■'since  1879,  which  year  he  grade  ail  cl  from  Rush 
Medical  College,  Chicago.  He  was  horn  at  Belvi- 
dere,  Boone  County,  in  I860,  and  is  a  Ion  of  Abra¬ 
ham  pager,  who  still  resides  at  that  mace.  The 
latter-named  gentleman  was  born  at  Chester,  N.  Y., 
and  is  a  son  of  Garret  Sager,  also  a  native  of  that 
State,  who  later  came  to  Illinois  and  died  in  Bol- 
videre  wlien  eighty-seven  years  of  age.  lie  was 
well-to-do  financially  and  spent  the  last  thirty 
years  of  his  life  retired  from  any  active  work, 
being  n  largo  land-owner  in  Boone  County.  He 
was  very  prominent  in  bis  locality  in  New  York 
and  was  a  member  of  the  State  Legislature,  being 
elected  on  the  Democratic  ticket. 

The  grandmother  of  him  of  whom  wo  write  was 
[  born  in  Greene  County,  N.  Y.,  near  her  husband’s 
old  home.  She  departed  this  life  in  Bolvidero, 
shortly  after  his  decease,  at  an  advanced  age. 
She  came  of  a  very  prominent  family  in  the  Em- 


half  years  in  this  country,  Mr.  Einor  returned 
with  his  young  bride  to  Sweden,  where  they  made 
their  home  until  1880.  That  year  witnessed  their 
second  arrival  in  this  country.  They  located  in 
Chicago,  where  Mr.  Einor  followed  his  trade  forr 
eighteen  months,  when  he  came  to  Rockford  and 
has  since  been  variously  employed,  lie  is  an  ex¬ 
pert  mechanic  as  well  as  engineer.  As  his  financial 
resources  have  increased,  he  1ms  made  judicious 
investments  and  is  now  in  comfortable  circum¬ 
stances.  The  Einor  family  numbers  fhree  inter¬ 
esting  children,  daughters:  Amanda  F.,  who  is  a 
graduate  of  the  Rockford  Business  College  and  is 
now  employed  as  a  stenographer  by  the  City  Clerk; 
Anna  E.,  who  is  also  a  graduate  of  that  college; 
and  Minnie  F.,  the  youngest.  The  parents  are 
both  members  of  the  Lutheran  Church,  in  the 


piro  State,  who  are  known  in  political  and 
social  circles.  The  father  of  our  subject  grew  to 
manhood  in  Greene  County,  N.  Y.,  and  was  there 
married  to  Mary  Dean,  whose  parents  were  farmers 
of  that  county,  of  which  place  they  were  natives 
for  several  generations  back.  Soon  after  bis  mar¬ 
riage  Abralmm  Sager  came  to  1  llinois  and  settled 
at  Belvidere,  whore  the  father  was  in  business  for 
a  number  of  years.  Ho  also  became  the  proprietor 
Of  a  large  landed  estate,  upon  which  he  made  his 
home  for  six  or  seven  years  on  account  of  failing 
health. 

Dr.  Sager  is  the  eldest  of  the  throe  children  com¬ 
prising  , the  parental  family.  His  brother  William 
is  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Sager  A  Baker,  located 
at  No.  54  North  Clinton  Street,  Chicago,  where 
they  do  a  large  wholesale  business  in  hardware 
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and  axe  also  the  Western  brnnclt  for  the  Co-opera¬ 
tive  Stove  Company  of  Cleveland.  Ills  sister  May 
makes  her  home  with  her  parents  in  Bclvidcro, 
The  original  Of  this  sketch  was  married,  in  Rock¬ 
ford,  to  Miss  Agnes  Dow,  who  was  born  in  this 
city  in  1862.  She  received  an  excellent  educa¬ 
tion  in  the  city  and  High  Schools  and  is  a  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Charles  and  Mary  Dow,  natives  of  Scotland, 
who,  on  coming  to  America,  located  on  a  farm 
not  far  from  Rockford.  There  the  father  improved 
a  splendid  estate  and  lived  until  his  decease,  which 
was  the  result  of  typhoid  fever  when  in  middle 
life.  The  home  farm  is  now  owned  hv  the  eldest 
son,  Charles  Dow.  The  mother  after  the  death  of 
her  husband  came  to  Rockford  and  resided  until 
her  decease,  in  1887,  after  having  attained  to  the 
age  of  fifty-nine  years.  Mrs.  yager  is  one  of  a  fam¬ 
ily  of  ten  children  ,/our sons  and  six  daughters. 

In  his  political  relations,  our  subject  is  a  (Repub¬ 
lican,  -and,-, socially,  is  identified  with  the  Chapter 
Lodge  No.  24,  F.  ifc  A.  M.,  and  also  the  Blue  Lodge 
of  the  Fifth  Ward.  He  is  a  member  of  the  En¬ 
campment  and  Canton  of  the  Independent  Order 
of  Odd  Fellows,  and  his  knowledge  and  skill  in 
medical  science  and  all  matters  pertaining  to  the 
health  of  the  body  have  given  lvim  an  assured 
position  among  the  intelligent  and  learned  phy¬ 
sicians  of  the  State.  Ho  is  regarded  with  the 
highest  respect,  not  only  throughout  the  commu¬ 
nity  where  his  later  years  have  boon  spent,  but  in 
other  places  where  he  lias  an  extended  acquaint¬ 
ance. 


()RATK)  STONE,  President  of  the  Roek- 
IlfjY)  ford  Hospital  Association,  has  spent  liis 
uhtfr'  life  in  doing  good  to  others,  and  in  up- 
(^)  holding  the  rights  of  all.  He  is  a  man  of 
largo  moans  and  of  a  charitable  disposition,  and  is 
known  as  the  largest  contributor  to  the  hospital 
and  Rockford  Seminary.  As  a  prominent  citizen 
of  Rockford,  his  life  sketch  and  the  accompanying 
portrait  will  be  of  especial  interest. 

Horatio  Stone  was  born  in  the  town  of  Framing¬ 
ham,  Middlesex  County, Mass,,  May  27,  1813.  Ills 
father,  Abner  Stone,  was  also  a  native  of  that  town 


and  State,  where  the  grandfather  of  our  subject, 
who  also  bore  the  name  of  Abner  Stone,  was  born 
and  reared  to  agricultural  pursuits.  The  latter- 
named  gentleman  was  the  proprietor  of  a  flour  and 
sawmill  at  Saxonville  which  he  operated  in  con¬ 
nection  with  his  farm  pursuits,  his  home  being  in 
that  place  until  his  death. 

The  first  ancestor  of  our  subject  in  America 
emigrated  from  England  in  1635,  and  located  in 
Cambridge,  Mass.  He  was  accompanied  hither  by 
his  son  John,  the}''  buying  land  of  the  Indians  in 
Framingham,  where  they  erected  a  saw  and  flour 
mill.  The  son  of  John  Stone  was  named  Daniel, 
and  was  born  in  1644.  lie  also  had  a  son  named 
John.  Following  him  the  line  of  descent  is  traced 
as  follows:  Daniel,  born  in  1707;  Abner  in  1751; 
Abner,  ilr.,  in  1777;  and  Horatio  in  1813.  Five 
of  the  above-named  were  born,  lived  and  died  in 
Framingham.  The  history  of  Framingham,  pub¬ 
lished  by  the  Rev.  Josiah  II.  Temple  in  1887,  con¬ 
tains  the  fac-similc  of  the  signatures  of  Indians  to  a 
deed  bearing  the  date  of  May  15,  1656.  The  pa¬ 
ternal  grandmother  of  our  subject,  whose  maiden 
name  was  Persia  Moore,  was  born  in  Boston,  Mass., 
and  died  in  Framingham,  that  Slate. 

The  original  of  this  sketch  was  roared  and  edu¬ 
cated  in  Ins  native  township, iwul,  on  attaining  his 
sixteenth  year,  engaged  as  clerk  in  a  general  store 
in  Framingham.  Four  years  later,  lie  succeeded  his 
brother  in  the  ownership  of  the  store,  and  contin¬ 
ued  in  Unit  lino  of  business  very  successfully  for 
seven  years.  He  then  removed  to  Boston  and 
established  a  retail  grocery  store,  later  engaging  in 
the  wholesale  trade.  In  1872-73,  he  made  another 
removal,  this  time  making  his  homo  in  Concord, 
Mass.,  where,  he  led  a  retired  life  until  1881,  at 
which  date  ho  came  to  Rockford,  which  has  since 
been  his  abiding-place. 

Miss  Eliza  A.  Ilenld,  who  was  born  in  Concord, 
Mass.,  in  1807,  became  the  wife  of  our  subject  in 
1837.  She  was  the  daughter  of  lion.  Thomas 
Hcaid,  who  was  born  in  New  lpswieh,  N.  II.  He  was 
a  finely  educated  gentleman,  a  graduate  of  Dart¬ 
mouth  College,  and  practiced  law  in  Concord, 
Mass.  Several  years  prior  to  the  outbreak  of  the 
Civil  War,  lie  moved  to  Alabama,  where  he  was 
appointed  Associate  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court 
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of  that  State  and  there  spent  the  remaining  years  helpmate  to  her  husband  in  all  his  undertakings, 

of  his  life.  His  wife,  Elizabeth  (Lock)  Heald,  was  She  departed  this  life  in  Bellefonlo,  Pa.,  in  1879, 

bom  in  Hopkinton,  Mass., and  departed  this  lif^n  when  in  her  seventieth  yoar.  Like  her  husband, 

Now  Ipswich,  N.  IT.  J  she  was  a  member  of  the  Dutch  Reformed  Church. 

In  their  religious  connections,  Mr,  and/Mrs,  The  father  of  our  subject  had  a  local  reputation  as 

Stone  were  members  of  the  Central  Congrega-  a  musician  and  on  the  outbreak  of  the  War  of 

tional  Church  in  Boston,  and,  on  coming  to  Rock-  1812,  he  joined  a  company  as  a  musician  but,  being 

ford,  united  with  the  Second  Congregational  only  fifteen  or  sixteen  jmars  old,  his  father  induced 

Church.  Their  wedded  life  was  one  of  mutual  him  to  return  home. 

happiness  and  helpfulness,  until  terminated  by  the  He  of  whom  wo  write  is  the  first  son  and  second 
death  of  Mrs.  Stone,  in  February,  1881.  Mr.  child  of  the  six  children  comprising  the  parental 
SFone  has  always  been  distinguished  for  prudence,  household,  all  of  whom  are  living,  with  the  oxcop- 

foresight  and  discretion  in  business  affairs.  His  tion  of  the  eldest.  Sainuel,  on  attaining  mature 

sense  of  honor  is  gr/ent,  and  his  name  is  used  as  a  years,  was  married  in  Bellofonte,Pa.,  to  Miss  Susan 

synonym 'for  .justice  and  disinterestedness  of  pur-  Fye,  who  was  born  in  Centre  County,  that  State, 

pose.  He  enjoys  the  respect  of  all  who  know  him  in  1828.  Mrs.  Derstine  departed  this  life  at  her 

and  has  a  largo  number  of  warm,  personal  friends,  home  in  Rockford,  April  1 9,  1885,  firm  in  the  faith 

of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  of  which  she  < 
— — - T~ ^was  an  active  mombon  She  had  formerly  been 
connected,  however,  with  the  Lutheran  denominn- 

SAMOEL  DERSTINE,  now  living  retired  tion  in  Pennsylvania.  The  six  children  born  to 
at  No.  1001  South  Main  Street,  Rockford,  our  subject  and  his  wife  are:  Michael  L.,  who  died 

is  enjoying  the  fruits  of  his  early  toil  and  when  four  years  of  ago,  and  Charles  H.,  deceased 

industry.  He  is  an  old  resident  of  this  cityi  when  one  year  old;  Mary,  tlio  wife  of  John  Lind- 

hAviug  made  his  advent  here  in  1856,  and  at  once  say,  a  grocery  dealer,  in  this  city;  David  W.,  a 

entered  the  employ  of  Emerson  Tallcott  &  Co.,  mechanic,  makes  his  home  with  his  father  and 

founders,  with  whom  he  remained  for  twenty-seven  married  Miss  Fannie  Iligbee,  who  is  a  native  of 

years,  his  good  work  and  fidelity  to  his  employers  this  county;  Ellen  R.  is  the  wife  of  H.  B.  Bussing, 
makingyhim  a  most  desirable  man.  an  implement  manufacturer;  Minnio  C.  is  the  wife 

Mr.  Derstine  was  born  near  Harrisburg,  Dauphin  of  P.  II.  Barrett,  who  keeps  a  first-class  restaurant 

County,  Pa.,  November  30,  1829,  and  is  the  son  on  State  Street.  Mr.  Derstine,  in  politics,  votes 

Of  Michael  Derstine,  also  a  native  of  that  place. 

The  family  came  of  good  old  Pennsylvania  Dutch 
stock  and  were  noted  for  their  longevity.  Michael 
Derstine  learned  the  trade  of  a  blacksmith  in 
his  nativo  State,  operating  an  establishment  of  jkj&  RS.  LOUISA  BLACKINTON.  In  narrat¬ 
ing  own  .for  many  years.  Later,  he  went  tp  Belle-  nj\ il  ing  the  lives  of  the  many  prominent  citi- 

fonte,  that  State,  and  was  employed  in  a  stove  fac-  j  Ha  zens  of  Winnebago  County,  wo  find  no 

tory,  dying  in  1846,  when  fifty-two  years  of  age.  $  one  more  worthy  of  mention  than  Mrs. 

He  had  been  a  hard-working,  industrious  man  and  Louisa  Blackinton,  who  has  been  a  resident  of 

was  well  respected  in  the  community.  In  Religious  the  county  since  1845,  when  she  came  here  with 

matters,  he  was  a  member  of  the  Dutch  Reformed  her  parents.  They  came  from  the  East,  and\lafter 

Church,  and  voted  the  Whig  ticket  in  politics.  arriving  in  this  county,  settled  in  Rosooe,  where 

The  parents  of  our  subject  were  married  in  Dan-  the  mother  died,  in  1878,  at  the  age  of  soventy- 

phin  County,  Pa.,  the  maiden  name  of  the  mother  two  and  the  father  iri  1888,  when  eighty  years  of 

being  Margaret  Schaffer.  She  was  a  native  of  age.  They  left  two  sons  and  three  daughters, 
that  county,  of  Dutch  parents,  and  was  a  true  Mrs.  Blackinton  was  born  in  New  York,  in  June, 


with  the  Republican  party. 
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1832,  and  her  maiden  name  was  Louisa  Garlick. 
After  emigrating  to  Illinois  with  her  parents,  she 
was  married  to  Henry  II.  Blackinton,  a  native 
of  Ohio,  born  in  November,  1822.  When  a  young 
man,  or  in  1813,  Mr.  Blackinton  and  his  parents, 
Jesse  and  Olive  (Noble)  Blackinton,  who  were 
natives  of  New  England,  where  the  family  manu¬ 
factured  cloth,  came  by  boat  to  Chicago  and  then 
with  teams  made  their  way  to  Winnebago  County, 
whore  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Blackinton  had  three  older 
sons  living.  These  sons  had  located  in  the  county 
in  1836  and  had  taken  up  land,  but  as  they  had 
been  unfortunate  inland  title  in  Ohio,  where  they  i 
had  resided  for  some  time  after  leaving  the  East, 
they  had  very  little  means  to  assist  them  along 
after  reaching  this  State.  The  present  home  of 
Mrs.  Blackinton  was  the  original  home  of  her  hus¬ 
band  in  Illinois,  and  there  were  also  forty  acres  of 
land  in  Harlem  Township. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Henry  II.  Blackinton  became  the 
parents  of  five  children,  one  daughter,  Lydia,  hav¬ 
ing  died  when  four  years  of  ago.  Those  living  arc: 
Harriet  A.,  now  the  wife  of  Charles  Kerr;  James 
II.,  who  lost  a  part  of  his  right  hand  in  the  Rock¬ 
ford  Burial  Case  Factory  and  has  since  been  en¬ 
gaged  in  bee  culture,  for  which  he  has  a  decided 
taste;  Fred  C.,  at  homo  with  his  mother,  manages 
the  farm,  and  Ruby  L.  is  the  wife  of  William 
Lovesce,  who  is  a  substantial  farmer  in  the  town¬ 
ship. 

Mrs.  Blackinton  has  five  grandchildren.  Her 
husband  died  on  the  20th  of  June,  .1886,  of  cancer 
of  the  stomach,  when  about  sixty-four  years  of 
ago.  He  was  prominently  identified  with  the  pub¬ 
lic  affairs  of  the  county,  and  was  universally  es¬ 
teemed  for  his  many  excellent  qualities  of  mind 
and  heart.  He  held  the  oftleo  of  Supervisor  two 
terms,  Assessor  four  years  and  was  School  Trustee 
and  Director,  constantly,  for  many  years.  In  all 
the  positions  of  trust  and  responsibility  held  by 
Mr.  Blackinton,  ho  displayed  excellent  judgment 
and  unusual  ability  in  discharging  the  duties 
of  the  same.  In  politics,  ho  advocated  the  princi¬ 
ples  of  the  Republican  party  and  was  an  active 
worker  for  his  party.  In  religion,  ho  was  a  Meth¬ 
odist,  being  an  official  member  of  that  church 
many  years,  and  he  was  a  liberal  supporter  and 


contributor  to  all  enterprises  worthy  of  patronage. 
He  left  his  widow  a  good  home  and  a  fair  compe¬ 
tency.  She  has  also  been  an  active  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  for  years  and  is  a  lady 
well  known  and  esteemed  in  the  community.  She 
is  possessed  of  much  business  ability,  and,  with  her 
youngest  son,  is  managing  the  home  place. 


RIJMAN  L.  CLEVELAND,  who  is  engaged 

Sin  general  farming  and  also  carries  on  the 
daily  business  on  section  1,  New  Milford 
Township,  Winnebago  County,  has  the  honor  of 
being  a  native  of  this  State.  He  was  born  in 
August,  1854,  and  is  a  son  of  Eli  T.  and  Corrinna 
(Lewis)  Cleveland.  The  mother  was  born  in  Or¬ 
angeville,  N.  Y.,  March  9,  1822,  and  was  a  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Truman  Lewis,  a  native  of  New  Hartford, 
Conn.,  who  was  born  November  5,  1784,  and 
died  in  Warsaw,  Ill.,  September  15,  1865,  at  the 
age  of  eighty-one  years.  He  married  Lucy  Porter, 
who  was  bom  March  26,  1795,  and  was  a  daughter 
of  Seth  and  Sarah  (Cowles)  Porter.  She  was 
called  to  her  final  rest  In  Rockford,  December  13, 
1866,  at  the  age  of  seventy-one  years.  J 
The  parents  of  our  subject  were  married  in 
Weatliersfield,  N.  Y.,  October  1,  1851,  and  in  the 
spring  of  the  following  year  emigrated  Westward, 
casting  their  lot  with  the  early  settlers  of  Winne¬ 
bago  County.  The  father  bad  previously  been  in 
Illinois,  and  for  a  year  had  followed  farming  in 
Cherry  Valley  Township.  He  now  bought  a  quarter- 
section  of  laud  in  Seward  Township,  where  he 
made  his  home  for  eighteen  years.  There  his  wife 
departed  this  life,  leaving  two  sons  and  two 
daughters:  Alrnon  M.,  a  resident  of  Storm  Lake, 
Iowa;  Truman,  of  this  sketch;  Lucy  A.,  wife  of 
A.  T.  Van  Alstine,  of  Chicago;  and  Laura  A.,  wife 
of  W.  L.  Gregory,  of  Rockford.  Mr.  Cleveland 
I  afterward  rented  his  land  and  removed  to  Rock- 
|  ford  with  his  children  in  the  spring  of  1878.  He 
built  a  home  on  Seminary  Street  and  engaged  in 
the  hardware  business  on  West  State  Street  for 
some  time,  but  is  now  living  a  retired  life. 

Under  the  parental  roof  our  subject  was  reared 
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to  manhood,  and  his  educational  advantage;'  wore 
those  afforded  by  the  common  schools.  Ite  was 
married  in  his  present  home  on  the  15th  of  March, 
,  1876,  to  Miss  Ida  May  Nichols,  daughter  of  Phil¬ 
ander  C.  and  Sarah  F.  (Godbe)  Nichols.  Her 
father  was  born  in  Casonovia,  N.  Y.,  February 
18,  181.8,  and  her  mother  in  Dighlon,  Mass.,  March 
15,  1816.  They  were  married  in  Bristol,  N.  Y., 
May  25,  1843,  and  romoved  to  Illinois  in  1849. 
Six  years  later,  Mr.  Nichols  purchased  and  loca¬ 
ted  upon  a  farm  of  forty  acres,  the  present  homo 
of  our  subject.  His  death  occurred  December  22, 
1873,  at  the  age  of  fifty-live  years,  and  his  wife 
passed  away  August  13,  1890,  in  the  seventy-fifth 
year  of  her  age.  Both  were  members  of  the 
Centennial  Methodist  Church,  and  the  father  long 
served  as  a  School  Director.  They  had  lost  one 
daughter,  Alice  Amelia,  who  died  July  30,  1851, 
at  the  ago  of  five  years. 

Mrs.  Cleveland  is  the  only  Surviving  child.  She 
was  born  and  reared  in  the  house  which  is  still 
her  home,  and  acquired  a  good  education,  attend¬ 
ing  the  Seminary  of  Rockford.  By  her  marriage 
she  has  a  little  sou,  Leroy  Nichols,  who  Avas  born 
March  25,  1881.  The  parents  are  both  members 
of  the  Centennial  Methodist  Church,  and  in  social 
circles  rank  high. 

The  Cleveland  farm  comprises  one  hundred  and 
fifty  acres  of. land  under  a  high  state  of  cultiva¬ 
tion  and  well  improved.  Upon  it  our  subject  1ms 
erected  good  buildings  and  added  all  the  acces¬ 
sories  of  a  model  farm.  In  connection  with  gen¬ 
eral  farming,  he  keeps  sixteen  cows  for  dairy  pur¬ 
poses,  and  sells  the  milk  to  Rockford  dealers.  In 
politics,  he  votes  ivitli  the  Republican  party,  but 
has  never  been  an  office-seeker,  preferring  to 
devote  his  entire  time  and  attention  to  his  busi¬ 
ness,  in  Avliich  lie  has  met  with  signal  success. 


BENSON  KLUMPII.  a  notable  example  Of 
the  enterprise,  industry  and  self-reliance 


of  the  early  Illinois  pioneer,  is  furnished 
by  the  gentleman  whose  name  introduces 
this  sketch  and  avIio  is  one  of  the  octogenarian  cit¬ 
izens  of  Boone  County.  During  the  early  days  of 


its  settlement,  lie  came  hither  and  established  a 
homo  in  Loltoy  Township,  where  ho  has  lived  and 
labored  for  almost  a  half  century,  lie  has  done 
excellent  service  in  subduing  the  Avildorness  and 
bringing  it  into  its  present  splendid  condition, 
socially  and  morally. 

A  native  of  Warren,  Herkimer  County,  N.  Y., 
Mr.  Klumph  Avas  born  November  30,  1804,  the  son 
of  Jacob  and  Catherine  (Bowlutll)  Klumph.  The 
family  of  which  lie  is  a  member  traeo  their  ances¬ 
try  to  Germany,  Avliere  one  Thomas  Klumph  was 
born  and  reared.  lie  came  to  America  prior  to 
the  Revolutionary  War,  as  a  soldier  in  the  French 
army,  and  fora  long  time  Avas  hold  as  prisoner  of 
war  by  the  Indians.  Finally,  bo  was  ransomed  by 
Gov.  Provost,  of  Canada,  and  aftenvard  became 
agonf'  and  secretary  for  that  famous  gentleman, 
Avho,  as  a  token  of  appreciation  for  his  valuable 
services  in  his  behalf,  presented  him  with  a 
farm  near  Otsego  Lake,  Otsego  County,  N.  Y, 
There  he  died  at.  the  age  of  four-score  and  nine. 
His  Avife,  Avhosc  maiden  name  was  Peggy  Davis, 
Avas  a  school,  teacher  in  Albany  in  the  early  days 
of  its  history. 

During  the  lifetime  of  Grandfather  Klumph, 
Some  Frenchmen  Avont  out  hunting,  and  returned 
to  the  camp  with  some  of  the  flesh  of  an  Indian 
horse,  Avhieh  they  called  “buffalo”  meat,  and  from 
that  incident  the  name  of  the  city  of  Buffalo 
originated.  The  father  of  our  subject,  Jacob 
Klumph,  was  a  farmer  in  Chautauqua  County, 
N.  Y.,  where  he  died  at  an  advanced  age.  Ilis  wife 
survived,  many  years  and  passed  away  in  Le  Roy 
ToAvnship  in  1878.  Their  children  numbered  six, 
four  of  Avhom  came  to  Illinois— Joseph,  Augustus 
and  Alfred  coming  in  1840-42  and  our  subject  in 
1885. 

In  Chautauqua  County,  N.  Y.,  Mr.  Klumph 
Avas  united  in  marriage  Avith  Miss  Chloc  Hutchins 
of  that  county,  and  the  young  couple  settled  in 
the  Empire  .State,  where  three  children  were  born 
to  them.  Their  journey  to  Illinois  avus  made  by 
steamer  to  Chicago  and  thcncc  overland  to  Boone 
County,  Avliere  a  tract  of  land  avus  purchased  from 
the  Gorrernmont,  consisting  of  eighty  acres.  Mr. 
Klumph  sgll  retains  in  his  possession  the  parch¬ 
ment  d mi  he  then  secured.  The  invest  of  Ins 
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active  life  has  lieen  passed  in  farming,  although 
for  about  five  years  he  was  employed  in  a  mill 
near  Fredoma,  N.  Y. 

Mr.  Klumph  was  bereaved  in  1873  by  the  death 
of  his  wife  at  their  homo  in  LoRoy  Township,  when 
sixty-three  years  old.  Their  children  were:  Caro¬ 
line,  who  married  Reuben  Miller,  and  died  leav¬ 
ing  six  children;  Alexander,  a  farmer  near  the  old 
homestead,  married  Elizabeth  Cromer,  a  native  of 
Ohio,  and  they  have  six  children;  and  Clarinda, 
who  cares  for  her  fathor  in  his  old  age  and  ten¬ 
derly  ministers  to  his  comfort.  Alexander  was 
one  of  the  valiant  boys  in  blue,  who  enlisted  in 
the  service  of  his  country  during  the  Civil  War. 
Ho  was  a  member  of  Company  K,  Ninety-fifth 
Illinois  Infantry,  Capt.  A.  Schcilenger  command¬ 
ing. 


PR.  ROBERT  POLK  LANE,  deceased,  was 
)  one  of  i'tookford’s  most  prominent  citizens, 
and  this  work  would  be  incomplete  without 
his  portrait  and  life  sketch.  He  was  born  in 
Hopewell.  Iron  Works,  Bedford  County,  Pa.,  Feb¬ 
ruary  21,  1818,  and  came  of  English  ancestry,  being 
a  descendant  of  a  highly  respected  family  which 
was  established  in  Amorica  prior  to  the  Revolu¬ 
tionary  War.  The  progenitor  of  the  family  in  the 
United  States  was  William  Lane,  who,  on  coming 
to  this  country,  purchased  land  on  which  the 
greater  part  of  Philadelphia  is  now  located,  and 
made  a  fortune  of  probably  $2,000,000.  He  came 
from  England.  The  next  in  lino  was  James  Lane, 
who  grow  to  manhood  in  Pennsylvania  and  suc¬ 
ceeded  to  the  business  established  by  hisfather, 
the  Hopewell  Iron  Works.  lie  afterward  mot  with 
reverses,  and  this  loss  greatly  affected  our  subject. 

Dr.  Lane  was  only  thirteen  years  old  when  his 
fathor  lost  his  property.  lie  was  forced  to  begin 
life  for  himself.  Whoa  a  young  man,  he  went  to 
Washington,  Pa.,  where  he  began  the  study  of 
medicine  under  his  mother’s  brother,  Dr.  John 
Wishard,  of  Edinburgh,  Scotland,  At  length, 
after  thorough  preparation,  he  completed  the 
com: '.j  and  entered  upon  a  successful  practice  in 
Washington,  where  lio  continued  to  rcsido  until  the 
year  1851,  when,  with  his  wife  and  children,  he 
18 


came  to  Rockford,  and  from  that  time  until  his 
death  was  widely  known  as  one  of  the  leading 
and  most  prominent  business  men  of  the  city.  He 
devoted  his  first  years  almost  entirely  to  the  prac¬ 
tice  of  medicine,  and  with  the  competence  ac¬ 
quired  thereby  made  investments  in  real  estate 
in  this  and  Ogle  Counties.  He  became  owner  of 
eleven  hundred  acres  of  valuable  and  highly  im¬ 
proved  land,  which  is  yet  in  the  possession  of  the 
family. 

The  Doctor  was  married,  in  Zanesville,  Ohio,  to 
Miss  Mary  Brice,  who  was  born  and  reared  in 
Pennsylvania  and  is  descended  from  English  an¬ 
cestry.  She  is  an  intimate  friend  of  James  G. 
Blaine.  Her  education  was  acquired  in  a  female 
college  in  Ohio,  and  she  is  a  cultured  and  refined 
lady.  Since  her  husband’s  death,  she  has  resided 
at  different  times  in  Rockford  and  Chicago.  She 
holds  membership  with  the  Episcopal  Church,  and 
her  friends  throughout  this  community  are  many. 
Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lane  were  born  three  children: 
James  B.,  now  living  in  Rochelle;  Nannie  L.,  wife 
of  It.  L.  Davis,  who  resides  at  No.  4.85  Dearborn 
Avenue,  Chicago,  and  is  an  ex-director  and  a 
member  of  the  Board  of  Trade  of  that  city;  and 
W.  Stewart,  who  resides  in  the  Rockford  home 
which  was  built  by  his  father  some  years  ago.  It 
is  located  at  No.  508  North  Church  Street,  and  is 
one  of  the  largest  residences  of  the  city.  Stewart 
also  has  the  management  and  is  lessee  of  the  eleven 
hundred  acres  of  land  in  Ogle  County  which  his 
father  purchased.  He  is  a  man  of  good  business 
ability,  enterprising  and  successful,  and  is  a  worthy 
son  of  his  honored  father. 

Probably  no  man  in  Rockford  was  more  promi¬ 
nently  connected  with  her  business  interests  than 
Dr.  Lane.  Ho  was  one  of  the  organizers  of  the 
Second  National  Bank  of  Rockford  in  1864;  was 
one  of  its  largest  stockholders  and  President  of 
the  bank  from  1864  to  1881,  continuously,  when 
he  resigned  to  accept  the  presidency  of  the  Rock¬ 
ford  Insurance  Company.  Probably  the  most  im¬ 
portant  work  in  his  life,  however,  was  the  organ¬ 
ization  of  the  Rockford  Water  Power  Company 
in  1853.  He  became  its  President  and  gave  his 
personal  attention  to  the  construction  of  the  dam 
across  the  river.  In  1866,  he  was  made  Treasurer 
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of  the  Rockford  Insurance  Company,  and  lator  be¬ 
came  its  President  and  Manager.  He  was  also  a 
heavy  stockholder  in  the  Graham  Cotton  Mills, 
which  are  still  in  active  operation,  and,  with  others, 
he  was  instrumental  in  securing  the  establishment 
of  the  J.  P.  Manny  Manufacturing  Company  at 
this  place.  In  company  with  G.  A.  Sanford,  he 
established  the  gas  works,  and  was  connected 
with  many  other  enterprises,  giving  his  support 
to  everything  calculated  to  benefit  the  commu¬ 
nity.  He  was  truly  a  public-spirited  and  progres¬ 
sive  citizon,  and  was  well  fitted  to  be  a  leader 
among  the  people. 

In  politics,  the  Doctor  was  a  stalwart  Repub¬ 
lican  and  during  the  late  war  was  President  of  the 
Union  League  Club  of  Rockford,  a  society  of  most 
pronounced  Unionists.  He  was  also  an  active 
worker  in  the  Episcopal  Church,  of  which  he  was 
Senior  Warden  for  forty  years.  His  life  was  in¬ 
deed  a  busy  and  useful  one,  devoted  to  the  inter¬ 
ests  of  the  public,  and  friends  were  almost  num¬ 
berless.  He  was  a  man  of  fine  personal  presence 
and  of  remarkable  suavity.  He  had  a  gentleness 
and  tenderness  of  manner  and  a  sympathy  with 
the  personal  troubles  of  others  that  won  him  the 
greatest  confidence  of  his  fellow-citizens.  After 
several  years  of  sickness  and  some  months  of  in¬ 
tense  suffering,  which  he  bore  without  a  murmur, 
he  passed  away  a  little  boforo  ./oon  on  the  7th  of 
March,  1891.  His  fellow-townsmen  had  learned 
to  love  him,  and  his  loss  to  the  community  will 
long  be  felt  and  his  memory  revered  for  years  to 


|[^ENRY  C‘  SHEDI)  is  a  member  of  the  firm 
1(3  of  Putnam  &  Shedd,  dealers  in  furniture, 
who  can7  an  elegant  line  of  goods  and 
have  their  place  of  business  located  at  No. 
821  South  Main  Street  and  No.  306  Morgan  Street' 
the  latter  building  being  their  warehouse  and  re¬ 
pair  shop.  Mr.  Shedd  became  a  partner  of  Mr 
Putnam  in  March,  1891,  having  been  four  years 
prior  to  that  time  foreman  of  the  Union  Foundry 
of  which  enterprise  he  was  one  of  the  twelve 
stockholders  and  the  original  promoter.  He  dis¬ 


posed  of  his  interest,  in  that  lino  on  engaging  in 
his  present  work,  since  which  time  he  has  been 
more  than  ordinarily  successful. 

Mr.  Sliced  of  this  sketch  came  to  Rockford  in 
1856,  when  a  youth  of  sixteen  years,  and  hero 
learned  the  trade  of  a  molder  in  the  shops  of  Em¬ 
erson,  lalcott  &  Co.,  with  whom  lie  was  employed 
until  within  a  few  years  ago.  lie  has  taken  an 
active  part  in  all  matters  that  pertain  to  the  up¬ 
building  of  the  city,  and  although  taking  no  part 
in  political  affairs  as  regards  oltlco  bolding,  yet  al¬ 
ways  casts  his  vote  at  election*.  Our  subject 
came  to  this  county  from  Canada,  where  lie  passed 
the  years  of  his  early  life,  lie  was  born  in  War¬ 
saw',  Wyoming  County,  N.  Y.,  June  19,  1840,  and 
is  the  son  of  David  Shedd,  a  native  of  'Vermont,. 
The  father  was  a  journeyman  molder,  and  re¬ 
moved  with  our  subject  to  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  where 
ho  remained  for  a  time,  and  then  made  bis  homo 
in  Warsaw,  N.  Y.,  where  lie  was  engaged  in  the 
same  line  of  work.  Mr.  Shedd  them’ wont  to 
Canada,  and  in  Gnlt,  Province  of  Ontario,  acted 
as  foreman  for  four  years  of  the  Fisher  &  Lutz 
Foundry.  He,  however,  camo  to  Rockford  in 
1856,  where,  ns  before  stated,  he  was  employed  in 
the  Emerson,  Talcott  Company.  After  leaving 
[  their  shops,  the  father  of  our  subject  became  a 
workman  in  the  foundry  of  F.  II.  Manncy,  and  was 
thus  employed  until  1877,  when  be  retired  from 
active  work  of  any  kind  and  departed  this  life  at 
his  borne  in  Rockford,  in  1880,  at  the  ad  vanced 
ago  of  seventy-one  years.  In  his  political  rela¬ 
tions  ho  voted  in  early  life  the  Whig  ticket  and 
on  the  organization  of  tlio  Republican  party  joined 
its  ranks.  His  wife,  who  survives  him,  is  seventy- 
five  years  of  age.  Her  maiden  name  was  Yal- 
lonia  Putnam,  her  birth  occurring  in  the  Empire 
State,  and  she  is  of  Hungarian  descent.  She  is 
quite  a  physician  and  has  an  extended  reputation 
in  this  count}'.  She  is  a  Spiritualist  in  belief, 
which  faith  was  also  held  by  her  husband.  ’ 

Henry  C,  Sbcdd  of  this  sketch,  and  Mrs.  Frank 
Trumbull  of  this  city,  are  the  only  members  of  the 
parental  family  living.  A  sister,  Mrs.  Helen  Proc¬ 
tor,  is  now  deceased.  Our  subject  was  married 
first  in  Erie  County,  N.  Y.,  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Bige¬ 
low;  she  died  in  Rockford  April  24,  1873,  and 
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her  only  child,  Helen,  (tied  June  8,  of  that  year, 
when  six  weeks  old.  Tjo  present  wife  of  our 
subject  hore  the  maiden  name  of  Ida  Crawford,  a 
native  Of  Erie  County,  N.  Y. 

v. . . / _ 

OSCAR  NELSON,  Vice-president  and  general 
Superintendent  of  the  Forest  City  Knitting 
Company  of  Rockford,  has  the  honor  of  be¬ 
ing  a  native  citizen  of  this  place.  He  was  born 
June  16, 1860,  and  is  the  third  son  of  John  Nelson, 
late  one  of  the  most  prominent  men  of  Rockford. 
In  the  family  arc  live  sons  and  one  daughter:  Will¬ 
iam,  who  is  represented  elsewhere  in  this  work; 
Frithiof,  who  is  Secretary  and  Treasurer  of  the 
Forest  City  Knitting  Company,  and  a  Director 
and  stockholder  of  the  Nelson  Knitting  Company, 
the  Hotel  Company,  the  Manufacturers’  National 
Bank,  and  other  enterprises;  J.  Frank,  who  is  also 
a  stockholder  in  most  of  those  concerns,  and 
Anna.  The  two  youngest  sons  and  Anna  reside 
at  homo  with  their  widowed  mother. 

Our  subject  acquired  a  good  education  in  the 
city  schools  and  the  Business  College  of  Rockford) 
and  since  attaining  to  man’s  estate  has  been  promi¬ 
nently  connected  with  the  business  industries 
of  the  city.  As  before  stated,  he  is  Vice-president 
and  general  Superintendent  of  the  Forest  City 
Knitting  Company,  one  of  the  leading  enterprises 
in  the  east  side.  The  factory  is  located  on  'Cath¬ 
erine  Street  and  Nelson  Boulevard  and  began 
operations  in  January,  1892.  They  employ  between 
two  hundred  and  three  hundred  hands  and  make 
a  fine  grade  of  hosiery,  tho  best  in  the  market. 
Already  they  have  been  forced  to  work  at  night 
in  order  to  supply  the  demand,  which  is  already 
large  and  constantly  increasing.  Mr.  Nelson  is 
also  a  Stockholder  in  the  Nelson  Knitting  Com¬ 
pany,  a  stockholder  and  Director  in  tho  Rockford 
Mitten  and  Hosiery  Company  and  a  stockholder 
of  tho  Nelson  Hotel  Building. 

In  Rockford,  Mr.  Nelson  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Emma  Nelson,  who  was  born  in  Minne¬ 
sota,  and  was  there  reared  and  educated.  Her 
parents  are  both  now  deceased.  They  wore  natives 


of  Sweden  and  after  their  marriage  came  to  this 
country,  locating  in  Minnesota.  Unto  our  subject 
and  his  wife  .  have  been  born  one  son,  John  A. 
They  have  a  beautiful  and  commodious  home  re¬ 
cently  erected  at  No.702  Seminary  Street — the  finest 
residence  on  the  cast  side.  Mrs.  Nelson  is  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  First  Lutheran  Church.  Mr.  Nelson  is 
a  Thirty-second  Degree  Mason.  IIU  belongs  to 
the  Commandery  of  Rockford,  the  Consistory  of 
Freeport  and  the  Shrine  of  Chicago.  In  politics, 
he  is  a  stalwart  Republican  but  has  never  sought 
or  desired  public  office,  preferring  to  devote  his 
entire  time  and  attention  to  his  business  interests. 
He  is  an  energetic  and  progressive  business  man 
and  the  success  with  which  he  has  already  met  ar¬ 
gues  well  for  tho  future.  lie  carries  forward  to  a 
successful  completion  whatever  lie  undertakes, 
and  the  Forest  City  Knitting  Company,  of  which 
he  is  now  at  the  head,  indicates  his  excellent  abil¬ 
ity  as  a  manager. 


f%ETER  PETERSON.  The  entire  life  of  Mr. 
Peterson  has  been  one  unmarked  by  any  un¬ 
usual  occurrence  outside  of  the  chosen 
channels  to  which  he  has  so  diligently  and 
attentively  given  his  time  and  attention. 

Born  fl&*-acntml  Norway  in  August,  1843,  he 
began  toTeariv  the  shoemaker  trade,  when  fifteen 
years  of  ago,  and  followed  this  iii  his  native  coun¬ 
try  until  1874,  when  he  crossed  the  ocean  to 
America,  being  the  first  of  his  familj'  to  under¬ 
take  tho  long  voyage.  He  landed  at  Quebec, 
Canada,  but  shortly  afterward  came  to  the  States 
and  to  Rockford.  Ill.  In  this  city  he  has  re¬ 
sided  ever  since,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  years 
spent  in  Oregon,  Avinther  he  went  for  his  health, 
and  he  is  classed  among  the  city’s  hardworking 
and  esteemed  citizens. 

Shortly  after  locating  in  Rockford,  Mr.  Peterson 
invested  in  property  there  and  this  has  increased 
in  value  until  it  is  now  worth  many  thousand 
dollars.  Ho  is  also  the  OAvncr  of  stock  in  differ¬ 
ent  concerns  in  the  city  and  has  ever  boon  public- 
spirited  and  enterprising,  lie  oavus  a  comfortable 
residence  at  No.  310  South  Main  Street. 
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He  was  married  in  Norway  to  Miss  Ellen  An¬ 
derson,  who  was  born  and  reared  in  the  same 
neighborhood  as  her  husband,  and  whose  parents 
?  passed  their  entire  lives  there.  No  children  have 
been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Peterson.  Both  aioy 
members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and 
Mr.  Petersoii  is  identified  with  the  Republican 
party  in  politics. 

Our  subject  has  one  brother,  Henry  Peterson, 
who  is  now  in  this  country,  and  an  upholsterer  in 
Chicago.  He  is  single.  A  sister,  Hannah,  now 
resides  in  South  Rockford.  The  parents  passed 
their  entire  lives  in  Norway  and  died  when  about 
sixty  years  of  age.  The  father,  Peter  Larson,  fol¬ 
lowed  agricultural:  pursuits  for  a  livelihood.  IIo 
and  his  worthy  companion  both  held  membership 
in  the  Lutheran  Church. 

RS.  HORACE  COLE.  It  can  not  bo  ex¬ 
pected  in  a  work  of  this  kind,  where  but 
brief  biographical  sketches  of  prominent 
citizens  of  the  county  are  mentioned,  that 
justice  can  be  done  this  much  esteemed  and  ven¬ 
erable  lady,  and  yet  she  has  been  identified  with 
the  county  so  long,  and  her  name  is  so  familiar  to 
all,  that  it  is  no  more  than  just  to  dwell  upon  her 
career,  not  as  empty  words  of  praise,  but  the  plain 
statement  of  still  plainer  truth. 

Mrs.  Cole  was  born  in  Litchfield  County,  Conn., 
on  the  27th  of  May,  1795,  and  was  the  daughter 
of  Joseph  and  Dianthy  (Mott)  Frisby,  both  Con¬ 
necticut  people  and  farmers.  Her  father  died  in 
Vernon,  N.  Y.,  in  his  ninetieth  year.  He  was 
twice  married  and  became  the  father  of  three 
children  by  his  first  union  and  live  by  his  second, 
the  latter  marriage  being  to  the  mother  of  Mrs. 
Cole.  Mrs.  Frisby  remained  a  widow  thirty-six 
years,  and  with  her  daughter,  Mrs.  Cole,  came 
West  from  Erie  County,  Pa.  The  latter  was 
married  in  Westmoreland,  N.  Y,,  March  11,  1813, 
to  Mr,  Horace  Cole,  who  was  a  weaver,  but  never 
followed  his  trade  after  his  marriage.  lie  was 
in  the  War  of  1812,  was  Orderly  Sergeant,  and 
was  in  the  battle  of  Sackett’s  Harbor.  Aftor 
marriage,  Mr.  and  Mi'S.'  Cole  resided  for  fourteen 


years  at  Plattsburgh,  N.  Y.,  but  moved  from  there 
to  Chautauqua  County,  and  theneo  to  Erie  County, 
Pa.  Later,  or  in  1846,  they  came  to  Roseoo, 
resided  in  the  village  for  two  years,  and  then 
'  SdttlerLon  the  farm  of  one  hundred  and  forty 
acres  which  lias  been  Mrs.  Cole’s  homo  ever  since. 
Her  husband  passed  away  in  May,  1862,  when 
about  seventy  years  of  age.  He  had  never  had  a 
Strong  constitution,  but  was  well  educated  and 
thoroughly  posted  on  all  subjects.  In  his  younger 
days  he  had  been  a  Whig  in  politics,  but  later  lie 
became  a  stanch  Republican.  In  his  religious 
views  ho  was  a  Congregationalism  and  was  an 
active  official  of  that  church.  % 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Colo  became  the  parents  of  eleven 
children,  five  of  whom  are  now  living:  Abigail, 
now  the  widow  of  Amos  Tuttle,  resides  in  Rescue; 
Hiram  B.,  a  farmer  in  New  Milford  Township; 
Seth  B.,  a  lawyer  and  for  many  years  a  judge  in 
New  York,  now  resides  on  the  Hudson  River; 
Edwin  D.,  a  single  man,  owns  the  homo  place  and 
cares  for  his  mother,  and  Sarah  C.  is  now  Mrs.  W. 
H.  Bernard,  her  husband  a  Congregational  minis¬ 
ter  of  Miles,  Iowa.  The  children  deceased  are 
an  infant  daughter,  unnamed;  William  died  at 
the  age  of  five  yearn.  Theodore  G.  died  at  Mag¬ 
nolia,  Wis.,  January  20  1857,  when  thirty-three 
years  of  age.  Ho  was  a  missionary  to  Africa,  go¬ 
ing  to  Liberia,  and  thence  to  the  Congo  Country 
in  1853.  Three  years  later,  he  returned,  Mm 
climate  boing  too  severe  for  him,  and  died  with 
an  abcess  on  thu  liver.  His  mission  was  success¬ 
ful,  but  cost  his  life.  Ho  left  a  widow  who  had 
accompanied  him  to  Africa.  Another  daughter 
of  Mrs.  Cole,  Nancy,  aged  seventeen  years,  returned 
to  Pittsburgh  to  attend  school  under  her  brother, 
Seth  B.  Colo,  who  was  Principal  of  that  Academy 
for  fourteen  years,  and  there  died. 

Edwin  D.  Cole,  who  is  residing  on  the  home 
place  as  above  mentioned,  is  one  of  the  represen¬ 
tative  agriculturists  of  the  county,  and  a  man  of 
much  energy  and  determination.  He  carod  for 
his  parents,  and  assumed  the  management  and 
responsibility  of  carrying  on  the  farm  at  the 
age  of  sixteen.  He  is  a  faithful  and  tender  son 
and  a  man  much  esteemed  in  the  community. 
During  the  first  ton  years  of  his  experience  on  the 
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farm,  ho  had  to  market  his  crops  at  Chicago 
and  Milwaukee,  and  later  at  Belvidere,  going  with 
teams,  and  often  selling  his  wheat  (the  principal 
crop  for  market)  for  fifty  cents  per  bushel.  The 
father  had  entered  forty  acres  of  this  one  hundred 
and  forty  acres,  and  purchased  the  balance  at 
$4.25  per  acre.  Eorty  acres  arc  in  timber,  but  the 
remainder  is  under  cultivation.  Mr.  Cole  makes 
no  specialty  of  any  certain  branch  of  farm  work, 
but  is  a  good  general  farmer,  raising  such  stock 
as  hogs,  cattle  and  ; horses.  He  would  try  and 
raise  sheep  were  it  not  for  the  depredations  of  the 
wolves,  which  are  very  numerous  yet  in  that 
county.  His  venerable  mother  is  a  grand  old 
lady,  and,  though  feeble  in  body,  is  still  bright  in 
mind,  remembering  distinctly  many  interesting 
events  that  have  occurred  in  her  long  pilgrimage. 
On  the  27th  of  May,  1892,  she  was  ninety-seven 
years,  old. 


S.  HULSE,  In  reviewing  the  various 
branches  of  industrial  and  commercial  en¬ 
terprise  in  the  city  of  Rockford,  it  is  our 
desire  to  mention  in  this  volume  only  those 
houses  which  avo  thoroughly  representative  in  the 
particular  line  of  business  in  which  they  are  en¬ 
gaged.  In  following  out  this  intention,  we  know 
of  no  enterprise  of  the  city  more  worthy  of  special 
mention  than  that  of  the  J.  S.  TInlse  Hardware  Co., 
organized  in  January,  1890,  with  Guy  P.  Cobb, 
President.  This  representative  establishment  is 
located  at  No.  117  South  Main  Street,  and  a  com¬ 
plete  stock  of  all  kinds  of  heavy  and  light  hard¬ 
ware  is  carried.  The  premises  cover  a  ground  area 
of  22x180  feet,  and  arc  well  arranged  for  the  line 
of  business  conducted.  Of  the  magnitude,  variety 
and  character  of  the  stock  carried,  it  would  bo  im¬ 
possible  to  speak  too  highly.  In  every  department, 
the  facilities  of  the  house  are  of  the  highest  char¬ 
acter  for  enabling  it  to  offer  the  best  quality  of 
goods  to  the  public  at  the  lowest  prices. 

Mr.  JIulsc,  who  is  the  Secretary  and  Treasurer  of 
this  vast  enterprise,  and  a  man  well  qualified  for 
that  responsible  position,  is  a  native  of  Winnebago 


County,  Ill.,  born  in  Winnebago  Township,  on  the 
12th  of  October,  1846.  He. was  educated  in  his 
native  county,  and  from  1865  until  1870  he  was 
in  the  hardware  business  in  Chicago.  He  subse¬ 
quently  engaged  in  the  same  business  in  Pecaton- 
ica,  this  county,  continued  this  for  twelve  years, 
and  then  had  all  his  stock  destroyed  by  fire.  Since 
then  he  has  been  a  resident  of  Rockford,  and  one 
of  its  most  successful  and  prosperous  business  men. 

His  father,  Henry  Ilulse,  was  born  near  Spring- 
field,  Clarke  County,  Ohio,  in  1818,  and  was  of  Ger¬ 
man  descent,  his  father,  Henry  Ilulse,  Sr.,  being  a 
native  of  Germany.  The  senior  Henry  Ilulse, 
with  a  brother,  John,  left  their  native  land  for 
America  when  young  men,  and  early  in  the  present 
century.  They  resided  for  some  time  in  Now  York 
State,  but  subsequently  Henry  Ilulse  removed  to 
Clarke  County,  Ohio,  and  from  there  with  his  wife 
and  family  to  Illinois  early  in  the  ’30s.  The  trip 
was  made  overland  with  teams,  when  the  country 
was  sparsely  settled,  and  they  located  on  Govern¬ 
ment  land  in  Winnebago  Township.  This  family 
was  among  the  very  first  to  settle  in  the  county 
west  of  Rockford,  and  there  were  very  few  settlers 
between  that  city  and  Belvidere,  in  fact,  there  were 
very  few  between  that  city  and  Chicago,  while 
Westward  from  the  Rock  River  the  country  was 
wild  and  unbroken.  A  cousin  of  our  subject,  John 
Elliott,  was  the  first  white  child  born  in  the  county. 
He  is  now  deceased,  but  lived  to  mature  years, 
served  through  a  part  of  the  Rebellion,  and  was 
a  married  man.  His  death  occurred  in  the  army, 
while  a  member  of  the  Seventh  Illinois  Cavalry. 
Our  subject’s  grandfather,  Henry  Hulse,  Sr.,  died 
at  liis  old  home  in  Pecatonica  Township,  when 
sixty-eight  years  of  age,  and  was  a  man  whose  char¬ 
acter  was  above  reproach.  He  was  the  father  of 
fifteen  children,  all  of  whom  he  lived  to  see  grow 
up  and  marry.  One  son  and  four  daughters  are 
still  living.  He  had  been  married  four  times,  and 
his  last  wife  died  in  this  county. 

Henry  Hulse,  Jr.,  was  trained  to  farm  life  at  an 
early  age,  and  when  still  a  single  man  came  with 
his  family- to  Illinois.  His  mother,  whose  maiden 
name  was  Priscilla  Sweet,  and  who  was  born  and 
reared  in  the  Buckeye  State,  died  there  when  in 
the  prime  of  life.  Henry  was  married,  in  Illinois, 
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fcoMiss  Susan  Glynn,  who  was  a  native  of  the  Em¬ 
erald  Isle,  but  who  came  to  the  United  States  and 
Winnebago  County,  Ill.,  when  young.  Following 
their  marriage,  Henry  Hulse,  Jr.,  and  wife  settled 
on  a  farm  in  Pecatguica  Township,  resided  there 
„for  a  number  of  years,  and  after  the  birth  of  all 
their  children,  took  a  trip  West.  Mr.  IIulso  died  in 
Dubuque,  Iowa,  in  .1849,  when  forty-one  years  of 
age.  He  was  a  good  citizen,  and  a  man  well  Re¬ 
spected.  He  was  a  Whig  in  his  political  principles. 
The  wife  and  mother  is  now  Mrs.  James  Turner,  of 
Maple  Groye,  S.  Dak.,  and  although  seven ty-e^ht 
years  of  age,  enjoys  perfect  health.  Her  husband 
is  a  retired  farmer.  / 

Our  subject  is  the  youngest  of  three  Children 
now  living.  The  eldest  child,  Kate  C.,  married 
Zeno  Campbell,  an  old  settler  and  farmer  of  Peca- 
tonica  Township.  Another  sister,  Priscilla,  married 
Henry  Akester,  a  business  man  of  Dexter,  Iowa. 
After  our  subject  reached  man's  estate,  but  before 
he  beeaxity  of  age  (1863),  he  enlisted  in  the  One 
Hundred  and  Thirty-fourth  Illinois  Infantry, 
Company  E,  under  Col.  McChesney  and  Capt.  IT. 
J.  Milligan,  and  was  out  nearly  two  years.  He 
was  with  the  Army  of  the  West,  chiefly  with  his 
regiment  after  Gen.  Forest,  and  escaped  unhurt. 
Returning  to  Illinois,  he  has  since  been  actively  en¬ 
gaged  in  the  hardware  business,  with  which  he  is 
thoroughly  familiar.  He  is  a  prominent  member 
of  the  G.  L.  Kevins  Post  No.  1,  G.  A.  B.,  but  was 
formerly  of  Ellis  Post,  Pecatonica,  No.  320,  G.  A.  R. 
being  Adjutant  of  the  Post  for  a  number  of  years." 
He  takes  a  leading  part  in  political  affairs,  and  is  a 
strong  advocate  of  the  principles  of  the  Republican 
party.  While  a  resident  of  Pecatonica,  lie  gener¬ 
ally  headed  the  Republican  delegation  from  his 
town  and  township,  and  was  an  active  worker  for 
his  party. 

He  Avas  married,  in  this  county,  to  Miss  M.  Net¬ 
tie  Kendrick,  who  was  one  of  New  Hampshire’s 
daughters,  and  who  came  West  to  this  county  when 
a  small  girl.  Her  people  wore  early  settlers  and 
prominent  people  of  Winnebago  County,  and  her 
father,  Henry  Kendrick,  is  now  retired,  and  a  resi¬ 
dent  of  the  West.  He  is  an  own  cousin  of  Presi¬ 
dent  Franklin  Pierce. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hulse  are  prominent  and  active 


young  people  of  this  city,  and  believe  in  progress 
and  development,  taking  a  deep  interest  in  all 
movements  that  tend  to  build  up  the  city.  They 
arc  the  parents  of  two  children:  Blanche  E.,  a 
book-keeper  for  her  father,  and  the  wife  "of  J.  F. 
Huffman,  wiio  is  a  stockholder  and  Director  for  the 
Hulse  Hardware  Company,  resides  at  a  nice  home 
on  State  Street;  and  Nina  E.  is  a  refined,  intelli¬ 
gent  young  lady,  and  resides  at  home.  Both  arc 
well  educated, 


YLYESTER  TRIPP  for  many  years  was 
.3^  busily  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits, 
IfyQjP  but  is  now  living  a  retired  life  at  his  pleas¬ 
ant  home  in  Belvldere.  He  was  bom  in 
the  village  of  Worle,  Somerset  County,  England, 
October  16,  1816.  The  paternal  grandfather,  John 
Tripp,  spent  his  entire  life  in  that  locality,  and 
the  maternal  grandparents,  Richard  and  Elizabeth 
(Batty)  Laney,  lived  in  the  same  county.  John 
Tripp,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  bom  and 
reared  in  Somersetshire,  and  throughout  life  fol¬ 
lowed  the  occupation  of  farming  in  pursuit  of 
fortune.  He  married  Betsy  Laney,  who,  like  her 
husband,  never  left  her  native  land.  They  had 
miiunity  of  eleven  children,  of  whom  Urn  following 
came  to  America:  Eliza,  Louisa,  Harriet,  Sidney, 
Edwin  L.  and  Silvester. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  to  man¬ 
hood  up(>L  bis  father’s  farm,  no  event  of  special 
importance  Scarring  during  his  childhood.  On 
attaining  his  majority,  lie  was  married,  May  7, 
1844,  to  Sarah  Rowlcs,  a  native  of  Somersetshire, 
England,  and  a  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Sarah 
Rowles.  She  lmd  oie  sister,  who  came  to  America, 
Mary,  who  wedded  Henry  Griffin,  and  died  at 
their  homo  in  Rogers  Park,  Ill.  Unto  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Tripp  wore  born  two  children.  Edward,  the 
son,  married  Hattie  Manchester  and  has  two  sons 
Charles  and  Stephen.  Ellen  became  the  wife  of 
Edgar  Teeplo,  and  is  the  mother  of  two  daughters: 
Sarah  and  Blanche  L.  She  also  lost  .one  child, 
Jessie,  who  died  at  the  age  of  two  and  a  half  years. 

The  year  1852  witnessed  the  emigration  of  Mr. 
Tripp  and  his  family  to  America.  He  sailed  from 
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Bristol  in  April  of  that  year  and  after  a  voyage  of 
thirty-seven  days  lauded  at  New  York,  from 
whence  he  came  directly  to  Illinois,  locating  in 
what  is  no?f  Belvidero  Township,  Boone  County. 
He  purchased  a  tract  of  partially  improved  land 
and  gave  his  attention  exclusively  to  agricultural 
pursuits  until  1885,  when  he  sold  his  farm  and 
came  to  Belvidcre,  where  he  lias  since  lived  a 
retired  life.  Himself  and  wife  are  members  of  the 
Episcopal  Church.  Mr.  Tripp  has  been  a  member 
of  that  church  since  childhood,  and  his  parents 
before  him.  When  he  was  fifteen  years  old  lje  was 
confirmed  by  the  Lord  Bishop  of  Bath  and  Wells 
to  the  Episcopal  Church.  In  politics,  Mr.  Tripp 
is  a  Republican.  Fair  and  honest  in  all  his  busi¬ 
ness  dealings,  his  industrious  and  persevering  ef¬ 
forts  were  rewarded  with  prosperity,  and  he  is,  now 
enjoying  a  comfortable  competence. 

VILLET  R.  HAIGHT,  who  is  engaged  in 
farming  on  section  , 28,  Now  Milford  Town¬ 
ship,  Winnebago  County,  was  born  in 
Westchester  County,  N.  Y.,  May  8,  1824,  and  is 
descended  from  a  family  of  English  origin.  His 
grandparents,  Samuel  and  Phu'be  (Young)  Haight, 
wee©  born  and  reared  in  the  same  county  and  were 
members  of  the  Society  of  Friends.  His  parents, 
Moses  and  Hannah  (Sutton)  Haight,  were  natives 
of  the  same  locality. 

In  1841,  the  father  purchased  and  with  his  family 
removed  to  a  farm  of  one  hundred  and  forty  acres 
near  Mt.  Morris,  where  he  resided  until  the  autumn 
of  1852,  when  he  came  to  New  Milford  Township, 
this  county,  and  purchased  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  of  arable  land  and  thirty  acres  of  timber 
land.  lie  bought  it  at  $16.50  per  acre,  but  it  is 
now  worth  $100.  His  death  occurred  in  1858,  at 
the  age  of  sixty-four  years.'  Ho  loft  a  widow  and 
four  sons:  Willct  and  Stephen  L.,  twins,  Elias  and 
Samuel  E.  Stephen  died  in  New  Milford  Township, 
in  May,  1882,  at  the  age  of  fifty -eight  years,  leav¬ 
ing  a  wife  and  four  children.  His  wife  survived 
him  live  years.  Elias  died  September  4,  1886, 
at  the  age  of  fifty-four  years  in  Fortland,  Ore., 
and  his  remains  were  brought  hack  to  New  Milford 


for  burial.  |Iis  wife  and  two  sons  are  still  living. 
The  parents) of  our  subject  were  well-informed 
people,  gave  their  children  good  educational  ad¬ 
vantages  and  reared  them  to  ..mbits  of  industry 
and  sobriety.  Not  one  of  the  sons  ever  uged  intox¬ 
icants  or  profane  language.  Two  were  church 
members  and  were  Republicans  in  politics. 

Mr.  Haight  was  married  on  a  farm  adjoining  bis 
present  home,  April  7,  1857,  his  union  being  with 
Miss  Agnes,  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Adelia  (Aus¬ 
tin)  Ramsey.  They  began  their  domestic  life  on 
the  old  homestead,  a  mile  north  of  New  Milford, 
and  a  year  later  rented  the  Ramsey  farm,  which 
Mr.  Haight  operated  until  August  12,  1862,  when 
he  enlisted  for  the  late  war  in  Company  A,  Twelfth 
Illinois  Cavalry.  He  participated  in  a  number  of 
important  engagements  and  on  the  first  day  of  the 
battle  of  Gettysburg  was  seriously  wounded  in  the 
jaw.  After  being  in  the  hospital  for  some  time  he 
received  his. discharge,  September  24,  1863. 

On  his  return  to  the  North,  Mr.  Haight  settled 
upon  his  present  farm  on  section  28,  New  Milford 
Township,  and  has  since  engaged  in  its  operation. 
It  comprises  two  hundred  and  four  acres,  for  which 
he  paid  $8  000.  Since  that  he  has  made  many  im¬ 
provements,  having  erected  a  comfortable  residence, 
a  barn,  ice  house  and  other  buildings.  In  connection 
with  general  farming,  he  has  engaged  quite  exten¬ 
sively  in  the  dairy  business  and  in  raising  hogs.  He 
has  led  a  busy  and  useful  life  and  as  the  result  has 
acquired  a  comfortable  competence.  He  has  served 
as  Town  Collector  for  six  years  but  has  never  given 
much  attention  to  political  affairs.  Both  he  and  his 
wife  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Church  and  have 
the  high  regard  of  all  with  whom  they  have  been 
brought  in  contact. 


SAMUEL  ELI  HQISINGTON,  son  of  Horace 
and  Priscilla  Hoisington,  is  a  worthy  rep¬ 
resentative  of  one  of  the  pioneer  families 
of  Winnebago  County  and  comes  of  a 
prominent  New  England  family.  His  parents  emi¬ 
grated  Westward  in  Majr,  1846,  and  Ins  birth  oc¬ 
curred  on  the  29  th  of  November,  1858.  He  received 
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good  educational  advantages  and  was  reared  on  a 
farm  near  liis  present  home.  On  the  6th  of  Octo¬ 
ber,  1881,  he  married  Miss  Hattie  Clayton,  of  Still¬ 
man  Yalley,  a  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Harriot 
(Norton)  Clayton.  Her  father  was  born  near 
Springfield,  Mass.,  in  November,  18 13.  His  father 
was  a  New  England  farmer  and  had  twenty-three 
children.  About  1837,  Mr.  Clayton  bad  his  name 
changed  from  Phinens  Crouch  to  James  Monroe 
Clayton.  He  yet  resides  in  Stillman  Valley. 

Mr,  and  Mrs.  Hoisington  settled  on  their  present 
farm  October  15,  1881.  lie  now  owns  and  oper¬ 
ates  one  hundred  and  seventy-one  acres,  under  a 
high  state  of  cultivation  and  well  improved  with 
a  good  residence  and  other  buildings.  In  connec¬ 
tion  with  general  farming,  he  carries  on  the  dairy 
business,  keeping  thirty  cows  for  this  purpose,  and 
also  buys  Cream  and  milk  which  he  ships  to  Chicago 
and  Rockford.  He  is  a  man  of  good  business 
ability  and  has  won  success  in  his  undertakings. 
In  politics,  he  was  a  Republican  until  1884,  since 
which  time  lie  has  voted  ' with  the  Prohibition 
party.  Himself  and  wife  arc  members  of  the 
Wesleyan  Methodist  Church.  They  have  an  in¬ 
teresting  family  of  four  children:  Herbert  A., 
Homer  L.,  Lucy  L.  and  Florence. 


jfr^x  ANIEL  CARNEY.  Among  the  prominent 
IjJ  and  enterprising  farmers  of  Rockford  Town- 
b'  ship,  Winnebago  County,  none  have  a  more 
beautiful  home  than  he  whose  biographical  sketch 
wo  take  pleasure  in  here  giving.  In  1890,  when 
the  “boom”  struck  the  city,  he  sold  a  portion  of 
his  estate,  which  adjoined  the  city,  reserving  only 
five  acres  for  himself. 

Marblotowu,  Ulster  County,  N.  Y.,  was  the  na¬ 
tive  place  of  our  subject,  where  also  his  father, 
Andrew  Carney,  was  born,  and  where  Daniel  Car¬ 
ney,  the  grandfather  of  our  subject,  spent  his  last 
days.  The  father  of  him  of  whom  we  write  was 
reared  on  the  home  farm  and  passed  the  remainder 
of  his  life  in  his  native  county.  The  maiden  name 
of  his  wife  was  Lancy  Greene;  she  also  died  in 
Marbletown. 

Daniel  Carney  resided  with  his  parents  until 


reaching  his  twelfth  year,  spending  the  following 
two  and  one-half  years  on  the  farm  of  an  old 
couple,  -where  he  received  his  board  and  clothing 
in  exchange  for  his  services.  Ho  then  commenced 
boating  on  the  Delaware  &  Hudson  Cana],  being 
thus  engaged  a  part  of  three  seasons,  after  which 
he  was  employed  in  teaming  across  the  mountains 
from  Ellen ville  to  Middletown,  Later,  ho  drove 
a  stage  from  Ellen  ville  to  Kingston,  and  remained 
a  resident  of  the  Empire  State  until  1845,  which 
was  the  (late  of  his  advent  into  Illinois,  com¬ 
ing  hither  via  the  canal  fi8  Buffalo,  and  thence 
by  way  of  the  Lakes  to  Cjftcago. 

In  that  early  day  We  were  no  railroads  in 
this  State,  the  people  being  conveyed  to  and  from 
different  points  by  means  of  a  stage  coach.  Mr. 
Carney  was  at  once  employed  by  Frink  & 
Walker,  the  owners  of  many  different  stage  lines 
in  the  Northwest,  his  route  at  first  lying  between 
Rockford  and  Chicago.  Ho  then  went  to  Galena 
and  drove  a  stage  to  Elizabeth,  and  afterward 
from  Galena  to  Klmbbona  Grove,  and  then  to 
Dixon.  He  was  thus  employed  in  different  parts 
of  the  Prairie  State  until  1848,  when  he  made  a 
permanent  settlement  in  Rockford,  then  little 
more  than  a  hamlet. 

[  Forming  a  partnership  with  Dudley  Rcdficld, 
Mr.  Carney  was  engaged  .ip  tyo  livery  business  for 
fourteen  months,  thou,  disposing  of  bis  interest, 

;  er> gaged  in  teaming  from  Rockford  to  Elgin,  Chi¬ 
cago,  Milwaukee,  and  paints  in  Wisconsin  two 
hundred  miles  distant...  He  was  engaged  in  this 
kind  of  work  for  two  years  and  then  established 
a  dray  line,  which  was  the  first  of  the  kind  in 
Rockford,  and  after  two  yearn  in  that  business 
became  the  first  expressman  in  the  city.  He  was 
very  successful  in  that  undertaking,  and  continued 
thus  for  fifteen  years. 

Mr.  Carney  1ms  always  been  a  groat  lover  of  fine 
horses  and  bis  experience  in  training  them  has 
led  liim  to  be  a  good  judge  of  horseflesh.  Ho 
owned  and  drove  the  first  horse  in  Rockford 
whose  record  was  2:30,  and  also  had  in  his  pos¬ 
session  the  first  stallion  to  make  that  record.  lie 
owns  and  now  has  under  training  several  fine  ani¬ 
mals,  and  is  thoroughly  in  love  with  his  work. 

In  1849,  our  subject  was  married  to  Jane  Ann 
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Huntley,  who  was  born  in  New  York  State,  but 
was  reared  to  womanhood  in  Michigan.  She  has 
two  children  living:  Harry  II.,  who  makes  his 
home  in  Iowa,  and  D.  Fay,  who  is  the  assistant  of 
his  father.  Julia,  died  when  thirty  years  of  ago, 
and  Ann  passed  away  in  infancy. 

On  another  page  will  be  noticed  a  view  of  the 
attractive  homestead  of  Mr.  Carney. 

■> 

ORACH  IS.  HOISrNOTON,  residing  on  sec- 
tion  31,  New  Milford  Township,  has  long 
•7^;  *)CCn  11  ’'evident  of  Winnebago  County.  He 
((^)  was  born  in  Genesee  County,  N.  Y.,  April 
If),  1823,  and  is  a  son  of  Horace.  Hoisington,  Hr., 
who  was  born  in  Vermont  and  died  in  New  Mil¬ 
ford  in  February,  .1877,  at  the  age  of  eighty-eight 
years.  He  married  Gracia  Maria  Steele,  a  native 
of  the  Green  Mountain  State,  who  died  in  Genesee 
County,  N.  Y.,  when  our  subject  was  a  small  child. 
She  left  two  sons  and  three  daughters:  Emily,  wife 
of  Bradford  Clark,  who  died  in  Vermont  at  the 
age  Of  twenty-six  years;-  Elias,  now  Of  Nebraska; 
Eliza  Ann,  wife  of  Bradford  Clark,  who  died  in 
Vermont  at  the  age  of  forty  years,  leaving  three 
sons;  Horace  E.,  of  this  sketch;  and  Gracia  Maria, 
wife  of  Carl  Yose,  of  Danville,  III. 

Our  subject  was  married  in  bis  native  county, 
April  15,  1846,  to  Miss  Priscilla  Peek,  daughter  of 
Eli  and  Nancy  (Smith)  Peek,  pioneer  settlers  of 
Saratoga  County,  N.  Y.  Her  grandfather  was  a 
Revolution  ary  soldier,  was  captured  by  the  British 
and  while  on  one  of  the  prison  boats  in  New  York 
Harbor,  his  toes  were  frozen  off.  Four  of  his  broth¬ 
ers  and  his  father  aided  in  the  struggle  for  inde¬ 
pendence  and  only  two  of  the  sons  survived.  The 
wedding  trip  of  Mr.  Hoisington  and  his  bride  con¬ 
sisted  of  a  Westward  journey  to  Illinois.  They 
located  in  Guilford  Township,  this  county,  and 
after  six  months  removed  to  Monroe,  Ogle  County, 
where  our  subject  purchased  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  of  land  for  $900,  one  hundred  acres  being  cov¬ 
ered  with  timber.  For  fourteen  years  Mr.  Iloising¬ 
ton  resided  upon  that  farm  and  there  built  a  good 
home.  In  those  early  days  his  nearest  market  was 
Chicago  and  the  family  boro  many  of  the  hard¬ 


ships  and  privations  of  pioneer  life.  About  1859, 
he  sold  that  farm  and  removed  to  his  present  home, 
where  lie  purchased  one  hundred  acres  of  land  at 
$25  per  acre. 

Onto  our  subject  and  his  wife  were  bora  five 
children:  Lucy  Ann,  who  became  the  wife  of  Will¬ 
iam  A-  Johnston,  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-live. 
Her  husband  is  now  serving  his  third  term  as  a  Su¬ 
preme  Judge  of  Kansas.  Emily  died  at  the  age  of 
fourteen  years;  Julie  Ann  is  the  wife  of  Peter 
Kinner,  a  farmer  of  Washington  County,  N.  Y.; 
Eli  is  the  next  younger;  and  Gracia  Maria  is  at 
homo  with  her  father.  The  mother  died  January 
19,  1886,  at  the  age  of  sixty-four  years.  She  was 
a  member  of  the  Wesleyan  Methodist  Church,  to 
which  Mr.  Hoisington  also  belongs.  They  aided 
in  organizing  the  church  at  Lymiville.  .Ogle  County, 
in  1845.  It  was  formed  by  people  from  the  Meth¬ 
odist,  the  Free-will  Baptist  and  other  churches, 
but  the  Close-communion  Baptist  and  Presbyter¬ 
ians  would  not  affiliate.  Mr.  Hoisington  aided  in 
organizing  the  Republican  party  in  Monroe  Town¬ 
ship,  and  attended  the  first  county  convention- 
For  many  years  lie  was  prominent  in  that  party, 
but  is  now  a  Prohibitionist. 


RBA  Z.  CAMPBELL.  No  finer  farm  is 
'v@/Lli[  to  be  found  in  Pecatonica  Township, 
If  ill  Winnebago  County,  than  that  owned  and 
occupied  by  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
and  which  is  located  on  section  3.  In  fact,  it  is 
justly  considered  one  of  the  finest  places  in  the 
county,  as  it  is  under  the  most  thorough  tillage 
and  the  buildings  upon  it  are  of  the  best  class  in 
construction  and  design. 

A  native  of  Durand  Township,  this  county,  our 
subject  is  a  son  of  David  and  Erixna  (Barker) 
Campbell,  and  was  horn  November  27.  1852.  The 
father  was  a  native  of  Grand  Isle,  Vt.,  and  was 
twenty  years  of  age  when  coming  to  this  county. 
His  birth  occurred  March  24,  1815,  and  his  mar¬ 
riage  to  Miss  Barker,  who  is  also  a  native  of  the 
Green  Mountain  State,  was  celebrated  February 
16,  1840.  Mrs.  Campbell  departed  this  life  in 
Durand  Township  when  sixty-nine  years  of  age, 
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having  been  born  February  10,  1823,  She  was 
the  (laughter  of  Asa  and  Molly  (Mars)  Barker,  na¬ 
tives  of  New  England  and  of  Scotoh  descent.  Asa 
died  in  Laona  Township,  Winnebago  County,  May 
14,  18G5,  having  been  born  May  30,  1781.  His 
wife,  who  was  born  November  24,  of  the  same  year, 
also  died  in  the  above  place,  September  6,  1864. 
They  were  the  parents  of  eleven  children. 

The  father  of  our  subject  is  the  only  one  liv¬ 
ing  of  a  family  of  twelve  children.  Deciding  to 
see  something  more  of  the  Western  country,  he 
came  on  foot  from  Lockport,  Pa,,  to  La  Porte, 
Ind.,  thence  overland  by  team  to  Pecatonica.  Hero 
he  pre-empted  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of 
land  and  marketed  the  products  therefrom  in  the 
mining  districts  of  Wisconsin  and  Chicago.  David 
Campbell  is  one  of  the  few  pioneers  left  who 
came  here  as  early  as  1836,  and  has  consequently 
been  an  eye-witness  ot  the  wonderful  growth  and 
development  of  this  section. 

Arba  Z,  Campbell  was  one  of  six  children  born 
to  his  parents,  four  of  whom  are  living,  as  fol¬ 
lows:  Adeline,  who  was  born  June  30,  1847,  is 
married  and  has  three  children;  Louis  I.,  who  was 
born  in  1858,  is  also  married  and  has  four  chil¬ 
dren;  Zeno  A,,  who  was  bom  January  14,  1843, 
died  October  31,  1891,  leaving  a  wife  and  three 
children.  Our  subject  remained  at  home  until 
reaching  his  nineteenth  year,  when  he  cultivated 
rented  property  for  a  short  time  and  then  pur¬ 
chased  a  tract  of  land,  to  which  he  added  from 
time  tot  i  me  until  he  is  now  the  possessor  of  a 
magnificent  estate  of  five  hundred  and  sixty- 
seven  acres. 

Miss  Eliza  C.  Hulse,  who  was  born  in  Peca¬ 
tonica  Township,  April  1,  1856,  became  the  wife 
of  our  subject  July  28,  1872.  She  is  the  daugh¬ 
ter  of  P.  and  Elizabeth  (Woodruff)  Hulse,  the 
former  of  whom  was  bom  in  Clarke  County,  Ohio, 
and  came  to  Illinois  in  a  very  early  day.  He 
located  on;  a  farm  in  this  township,  where  his  de¬ 
mise  occurred  when  forty  years  of  ago.  The  pa¬ 
ternal  grandfather  of  Mrs.  Campbell,  Henry  Hulse, 
departed  this  life  when  sixty  years  of  age;  his 
wife,  Mary  Hulse,  died  in  Salina,  Kan.,  when  in 
her  seventieth  year.  The  mother  of  Mrs.  Camp- 
bell  was  born  in  Hamilton  County,  Ohio,  and 


reared  six  children,  all  of  whom  arc  living,  as  fol¬ 
lows:  Mary  M.,  who  was  born  May  3,  1850;  Enos 
S.,  January  31,  1852;  Mrs.  Campbell;  Jasper  J,, 
August  18,  1858;  Ella  L.,  September  7,  I860;  and 
William  IL,  November  5, 1864. 

To  Mr,  and  Mrs.  Campbell  have  been  born  fi  ve 
children,  four  of  whom  are  living:  Ward  D., 
whoso  birth  occurred  February  7, 1878,  is  attend¬ 
ing  college  at  Rockford;  Burt  P.  was  born  De¬ 
cember  25,  1877;  Homer  W.,  March  27,  1880; 
Floss  A.,  March  25,  1885;  and  Starr  H.,  who  was 
born  January  3, 1876,  died  February  5,  1877.  Mr. 
Campbell,  as  before  stated,  has  one  of  the  finest 
farms  in  Northern  Illinois,  and,  with  liig  estimable 
wife,  is  most  highly  respected  in  this  community. 
They  have  a  beautiful  home  and  a  happy  and  in¬ 
telligent  family  of  children.  :> 

Ho  of  whom  we  write  is  engaged  in  mixed 
farming,  devoting  his  attention  principally  to 
breeding  stock.  In  politics,  he  is  a  Democrat,  to 
which  party  lie  gives  his  support  at  the  polls. 


JOHN  ANDREWS,  Among  the  prominent 
representative  eitizons  of  Rockford  we  are 
gratified  to  present  the  name  of  Mr.  Andrews 
whose  success  hero  lias  certainly  entitled  him 
to  consideration  and  whose  constancy  in  every 
lino  of  business  and  thrift  have  added  greatly  to 
the  value  of  Winnchago  County.  Our  subject  was 
very  fortunate  in  purchasing  land  adjoining  the 
city,  and  as  the  years  passed  by  and  the  property 
advanced  in  value,  he,  of  course,  became  wealthy. 
His  home  is  pleasantly  located  on  the  corner  of 
School  Street  and  Central  Avenue,  and  boars  every 
indication  of  the  intelligence  and  culture  of  its 
inmates,  being  furnished  with  a  splendid  library 
which  attests  the  family  to  bo  people  of  education. 

John  Andrews  was  born  April  1, 1881,  in  Mt. 
Yernon,  Posey  County,  Ind,,  and  is  the  son  of 
Anson  S.  Andrews,  a  native  of  Connecticut.  The 
father  when  a  young  man  went  to  New  York  City, 
whejo  he  was  engaged  in  the  mercantile  business, 

|  but,' on  account  of  failing  health,  abandoned  that 
j  branch  of  work,  and  emigrating  to  Indiana,  be- 
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came  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  Posey  County, 
He  there  bought  a  claim  to  a  tract  of  land  which 
he  later  entered  from  the  Government,  and  by  per¬ 
sistent  industry  and  good  management,  had  the 
pleasure  of  soon  seeing  it  put  under  excellent  cul¬ 
tivation,  and  resided  there  until  his  dealt; 

Miss  Elizabeth  Butler,  our  subject’s  mother,  was 
born  in  Massachusetts,  and  departed  this  life  at 
the  home  of  Mr.  Andrews,  in  Rockford,  She  was 
the  mother  of  the  following  three  children:  John; 
Harriet,  who  became  the  wife  of  James  Hinldey, 
and  resides  in  Rockford;  and  Seth,  who  lives  in 
Bamboo,  Wis.  He  of  whom  we  write  attended 
the  school  in  his  native  county,  which  was  con¬ 
ducted  on  the  subscription  \plan,  and  when  quite 
young  began  to  assist  his  father  in  operating  a  farm. 
He  remained  at  home  until  the  death  of  his  father, 
which  occurred  when  he  was  about  twenty-three 
years  of  age,,  and  at  that  time  assumed  the  man¬ 
agement  of  the  farm,  Ilis  father  had  been  inter¬ 
ested  in  a  general  store  and  flouring-inill,  which 
wore  operated  on  the  co-operative  plan,  and  on  his 
decease,  Mr.  Andrews  devoted  a  portion  of  his  time 
to  the  store  and  mill. 

In  1.857,  our  subject  came  to  Washington  County, 
this  Slide,  in  company  with  his  brother-in-law, 
James  llinldoy,  purchasing  a  tract  of  land  on  which 
they  planted  an  orchard  of  eighty  acres.  The  fol¬ 
lowing  year  Mr.  Andrews  located  upon  the  place, 
but  two  years  after  rented  the  farm  and  removed 
to  Lincoln,  and  in  the  fall  of  1861  came  to  Win¬ 
nebago  County.  Here  he  purchased  a  block  of 
land  in  the  city  and  the  following  year  became  the 
proprietor  of  a  farm  one  mile  west  of  the  city 
limits  but  did  not  move  upon  the  place,  continuing 
to  reside  in  the  home  which  ho  first  purchased  until 
1889.  In  1876,  our  subject  bought  forty  acres  ad¬ 
joining  his  first  purchase,  to  which  he  added,  two 
years  later,  one  hundred  and  nine  acres,  eighty  of 
which  joined  the  city.  In  1880,  he  purchased  one 
hundred  and  twenty-six  acres,  which  connected 
with  the  eighty-acre  tro,et  above  mentioned,  and  in 
1885  sold  the  first  eighty  acres  with  the  forty  acres 
adjoining  it,  and  again  in  1889  sold  a  tract  of 
fifteen  acres.  'In  January,  1890,  Mr.  Andrews  dis¬ 
posed  of  sixty  acres  of  his  property  to  B.  A. 
Knight,  the  originator  of  the  “boom”  in  this  city. 


The  remainder  of  the  farm  he  still  has  in  his  pos¬ 
session,  and  it  is  improved  with  all  that  goes  to 
mike  up  a  first-class  estate. 

September  21,  1858,  John  Andrews  and  Miss 
Mirinda  Piper,  who  was  born  in  this  State,  were 
united  in  marriage.  The  lady  is  the  daughter  of 
the  Rev.  Beverly  Piper  and  has  borne  her  husband 
three  sons:  Charles  N.,  Hairy  B.,  and  Ernest  J. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Andrews  attend  the  Christian  Church, 
and,  in  politics,  the  former  casts  the  weight  of  his 
vote  and  influence  with  the  Republican  party. 

WILLIAM  A.  PHELPS.  Tlie  record  of  the 
\jiJi  pioneer  farmer  of  Winnebago 

County  furnishes  interesting  facts  for  the 
perusal  of  his  fellow-men-  In  the  fall  of  1849,  ac¬ 
companied  by  his  estimable  wife,  lie  settled  on  u 
farm  in  Rockton  Township,  comprising  one  hun¬ 
dred  and  thirty  acres,  for  which  he  paid  $1,040. 
The  place  was  improved  by  a  small  barn  and  a  log 
house,  to  which  a  frame  addition  had  been  erected, 
while  tlie  laud  was  scarcely  changed  from  the 
primeval  condition  of  nature. 

As  he  had  only  $448  in  his  possession,  Mr. 
Phelps  was  compelled  to  go  in  debt  for  his  farm, 
and  during  the  first  winter  of  his  residence  upon 
it,  chopped  wood  in  exchange  for  one  bushel  of 
wheat  per  day,  the  wheat  bringing  thirty-five  cents 
per  bushel.  He  hauled  his  first  crop  of  wheat  to 
tlie  lead  mines  near  Galena,  and  received  as  com¬ 
pensation  $2.50  per  barrel  for  the  flour  which  was 
made  in  Beloit.  From  the  first,  he  was  indefatiga¬ 
ble  in  his  efforts  to  acquire  an  independence,  and 
success  crowned  his  exertions,  as  it  usually  does, 
when  with  perseverance  is  combined  excellent 
judgment. 

The  original  purchase  was  added  to  until  l|r. 
Phelps  now  owns  six  hundred  and  fifty-seven 
acres  Of  fertile  land.  In  1857,  he  erected  a  sub¬ 
stantial  frame  house,  which  he  remodeled  and  en¬ 
larged  in  1883,  making  it  one  of  the  most  commo¬ 
dious  and  pleasant  residences  in  the  county.  Other 
buildings  were  erected  as  the  convenience  of  the 
farmer  demanded,  until  the  place  was  transformed 
in  its  appearance  and  embellishments. 
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In  that  part  of  Allegany  County  now  known 
as  Wyoming  County,  N.  Y.,  Mr.  Phelps  was  born 
April  6,  1825.  He  is  one  of  ten  children  born  to 
James  and  Phoebe  (Resigue)  Phelps,  natives  of 
Schoharie  County,  N.  Y.  Five  children  died  in  in¬ 
fancy,  and  Austin  died  in  Alexander,  Tv.  Y.,  at  the 
age  of  sixty-four,  dropping  dead  while  leading  a 
prayer  meeting;  James  Harvey,  who  was  a  volun¬ 
teer  during  the  late  war,  died  in  a  hospital  at  Ann¬ 
apolis,  Md.,  in  1868.  The  only  surviving  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  family  are  William  A.,  Lovisa  and 
Louisa.  The  father  died  in  1844,  at  his  home  in 
Cattaraugus  County,  while  his  wife  passed  away 
eighteen  years  after  his  demise. 

At  the  age  of  twenty-three,  our  subject  was  mar¬ 
ried  to  Miss  Mary  Jane  Lippitt.  Her  parents,  Dr. 
John  W.  and  Almira  (Jocelyn)  Lippitt,  natives  of 
New  York,  removed  to  Illinois  in  1837,  when  she 
was  a  child  of  eleven  years.  Arriving  in  Chicago 
on  the  overland  journey  to  Winnebago  County, 
an  elder  sister,  Maria,  jumped  out  of  the  wagon  On 
what  is  now  Clark  Street,  and  sank  so  deep  in  the 
mud  that  it  required  considerable  effort  to  extri¬ 
cate  her.  Dr.  Lippitt  had  purchased,  during  a  pre¬ 
vious  visit  to  Winnebago  County,  one-half  secfciojj 
of  land,  for  which  he  gave  in  payment  one  pair  of 
horses,  $80  in  cash  and  his  note  for  $40.  Return¬ 
ing  to  the  land,  he  found  the  claim  was  worthless, 
owing  to  the  Government  having  given  it  as  a  re¬ 
servation  for  half-breeds.  Accordingly,  he  crossed 
thePecatonica  River  and  purchased  a  claim  to  an¬ 
other  half-section  of  land,  where  a  permanent  home 
was  established.  In  1840,  the  wife  and  mother 
passed  away,  leaving  three  daughters  and  one  sun: 
Maria  Louisa,  Mary  Jane,  Francis  and  Ann  Phide- 
iia.  The  only  son  died  of  heart  disease  at  tile  age 
of  twenty-seven;  the  three  daughters  still  survive. 
Dr.  Lippitt  married  a  second  time,  choosing  os  his 
wife  Mrs.  Almira  Warren,  and  they  became  the 
parents  of  five  children.  He  died  in  1864,  and  his 
widow  departed  hence  eight  months  after  his  de¬ 
mise. 

On  removing  West  in  1840,  Mr.  and.  Mrs.  Phelps 
settled  on  the  farm  which  they  have  since  occu¬ 
pied.  They  became  the  parents  of  eight  children 
as  follows:  Byron  W.;  Mary  Fidelia,  jthe  wife  of 
Frank  P.  Miller,  of  Latham,  this  State;  Ella  Viola,  j 


who  died  Juno  16,  1868;  William  II.,  who  is  farm¬ 
ing  a  portion  of  the  old  homestead;  Carey  E.„ 
dealer  in  grain  and  stock  in  Rockton;  Hattie  E 
who  nmrrieci  A.  M.  Wilson,  of  Thomson,  Ill.; 
George  II.,  who  is  still  with  his  parents;  and  Rosa' 
L.,  the  wife  of  Georgo  Peppers,  who  assists  in  cul¬ 
tivating  the  old  homestead.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Phelps 
are  justly  proud  of,  and  devoted  to,  their  ten  grand¬ 
children.  In  their  religious  belief,  they  are  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  Politi¬ 
cally,  Mr.  Phelps  was  a  Republican  until  1884,  and 
since  that  year  has  adhered  to  the  principles  of  the 
Prohibition  party".  lie  is  President  of  the  Co-op¬ 
erative  Cheese  Factory,  and  gave  tin:  land  on  which 
the  building  was  erected.  His  son  is  Director  in 
this  factory,  which  has  been  in  successful  opera¬ 
tion  for  two  seasons,  making  about  aixty-clght 
thousand  pounds  of  j  choice  cream  cheese  which  is 
consumed  at  the  home  markets.  Our  subject  has 
been  Steward  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
for  twenty-five  years,  and  has  been  Superintendent 
of  the  Sunday-school  for  about  eight  years. 

GUSTAVE  SANDEIJN,  the  well-known  clerk 
and  manager  of  the  cloak  department  of 
the,  Stewart  Company  Dry  Goods  llousm 
one  of  the  leading  houses  of  the  city,  has  been 
with  that  company,  though  it  has  changed  names, 
since  1881.  Ho  was  formerly  with  Mr.  Withrow 
Of  this  city  for  one  year.  In  1877,  he  began  ns  a 
dork  with  P.  L.  Cable  A  Co.,  of  Cable,  Ill.,  and 
since  then  he  1ms  successfully  followed  that  busi¬ 
ness.  For  ten  years  ho  was  in  the  cloak  depart¬ 
ment  for  Stewart  &  Co.,  and  foe  throe  years  he 
has  been  manager  of  that  department.  He  is  a 
stockholder  in  the  Rockford  Manufacturing  Com¬ 
pany,  is  an  honorable  and  Straightforward  youm* 
man,  and  possesses  rare  business  abilities.  Ilo 
owns  a  fine  home,  nicely  located  on  one  of  the 
best  residence  streets  of  the  city,  and  is  a  favorite 
in  the  community. 

Mr.  Satidehn  came  to  this  country  in  1876,  from 
Sweden,  lvis  native  country,  where  his  birth  oc¬ 
curred  in  Jonkoping  City  on  the  3d  of  June,  1861. 

He  was  well  educated  in  the  High  Schools  of  his 
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imtivo  city,  and  was  a  student  of  English,  French, 
German  and  his  own  language.  While  still  a  hoy, 
he  accompanied  liis  parents  to  this  country, 
whither  many  of  their  relatives  ahd  friends  had 
preceded  them,  and  the  family  located  in  Galway, 
for  one  year.  Later  they  came  to  Rockford. 

The  father,  Charles  A.  Sandelm,  was  born  in 
Sinoland,  Sweden,  and  was  a  tailor  from  boyhood 
up.  Ho  died  in  Rockford  in  February,  1889, 
when  (ifty-livo  years  of  ago,  following  his  wife  to 
the  grave,  her  death  having  occurred  in  January, 
1889,  when  forty-nine  years  of  age.  Both  were 
worthy  members  of  the  ^Swedish ‘Methodist  Episco¬ 
pal  Church  of  Rockford.  Of  the  nine  children 
born  to  their  marriage,  six  are  dead.  One  daugh¬ 
ter,  Olive  II.,  born  August  10,  1861,  died  July  7, 
1890;  the  rest  died  in  infancy;  one  son,  Harold,  is 
residing  will?, our  subject,  and  is  in  the  city  schools, 
and  a  daughter,  Anna,  became  the  wife  of  William 
A.  Johnson,  a  machinist,  with  the  Rockford  Watch 
Company. 

The  original  of  our  sketch  was  married  in  Rock¬ 
ford,  August  7,  1888,  to  K'.ss  Caroline  Johnson, 
the  second  daughter  of  A.  C.  Johnson  (see  sketch). 
She  was  born  in  Rockford,  May  27,  1861,  received 
her  scholastic  training  in  this  city,  and  is  a  bright, 
intelligent  lady.  The  fruits  of  this  union  have 
been  two  sons:  Carl  II.,  and  Casper  Wilhelm.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Sandohn  attend  the  First  Lutheran 
Church  of  Rockford,  in  which  they  have  been 
members  for  some  time,  and,  in  politics,  ho  is  a 
supporter  of  the  Republican  party. 


A.  PETERSON.  The  Swedish-Americans 
I  j)  arc  well  represented  in  Rockford  and  have 
been  effective  in  promoting  the  growth  of 
H  the  city,  especially  in  the  way  of  building 
up  large  and  substantial  manufactures.  They  are 
a  steady,  industrious  class  of  people,  employ  in  tlie 
aggregate  several  thousand  men,  and  through  their 
labors  have  enhanced  the  value  of  property  in  East 
Rockford.  Probably  no  one  has  done  more  for 
the  city  than  Mr,  Peterson,  whoso  portrait  is  shown 
on  the  opposite  page,  and  who  is  identified  with 


many  of  the  most  important  industries  of  Rock¬ 
ford. 

Amung  the  furniture  companies  largely  directed 
by  Mr.  Peterson,  we  may  mention  the  following: 
Union,  Excelsior,  Co-Operative,  Standard,  Mantel, 
Central,  and  Chair  and  Furniture  Company.  lie 
is  also  closely  connected  with  the  Royal  Sewing 
Machine  Company,  Skandia  Plow  Company  and 
Skandia  Coal  Company.  He  is  officially  connected 
with  various  organizations,  being  Secretary  and 
Treasurer  of  the  Rockford  Union  Furniture  Com¬ 
pany;  President  of  the  Rockford  Co-Operative 
Furniture  Company;  President  of  the  Skandia 
Shoo  Manufacturing  Company;  President  of  the 
Swedish  Building  &  Loan  Association;  Vice-Presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Third  National  Bank;  President  of  the 
Skandia  Plow  Company;  Vice-President  of  the 
Rockford  Poster  &  Printing  Company;  and  Chair¬ 
man  of  the  Peterson  Laud  Association. 

Mr.  Peterson  was  born  in  Ving  Vcstergotland, 
Province  of  Smoland,  Swedou,  September  8,  1848, 
and  was  only  two  years  old  when  his  parents  emi¬ 
grated  to  this  country,  taking  passage  at  Gotten- 
burg  in  a  sailing-vessel  and  after  a  voyage  of 
several  weeks  landing  in  New  York  City.  Contin¬ 
uing  their  journey  Westward,  they  finally  reached 
Winnebago  County,  where  they  settled  on  a  farm 
in  Cherry  Valley.  In  that  township,  the  lad  grew 
to  a  stalwart  manhood,  and  soon  afterward  his 
natural  business  qualifications  brought  him  to  Rock¬ 
ford,  where  his  fidelity  and  ability  were  recognized 
and  he  was  in  demand  for  the  best  places  of  trust  in 
the  gift  of  various  corporations.  With  no  capital 
hut  energy  and  perseverance,  he  has  arisen  from  a 
position  of  poverty  in  his  boyhood  to  a  foremost 
place  among  the  wealthy  citizens  of  Rockford,  and 
although  only  in  life’s  prime  has  accumulated  a 
large  fortune. 

As  lie  possesses  keen  discernment,  Mr.  Peterson 
was  quick  to  see  the  advantages  of  Rockford  as  a 
furniture  manufacturing  point,  and  also  the  bene¬ 
fits  that  would  accrue  from  the  co-operative  plan. 
Having  planned,  he  resolutely  proceeded  to  ex¬ 
ecute,  and  is  now  interested  and  an  active  manager 
in  more  factories  than  any  resident  of  the  place, 
which  has  the  full  average  quota  of  energetic  busi¬ 
ness  men.  IIo  is  largely  interested  m  property  in 
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East  Rockford,  especially  in  Sunrise  Addition  and 
Furnitureville,  and  has  improved  the  city  by  erect¬ 
ing  a  large  number  of  residences.  In  his  political 
belief,  he  is  an  adherent  of  the  principles  of  the 
Republican  party  and  gives  to  its  candidates  his 
influence  and  ballot.  In  his  religious  tendencies, 
he  is  devoted  to  the  faith  of  his  father,  who  wns  a 
member  cf  the  Swedish  Lutheran  Church.  Ho  is 
social  by  nature,  but  the  demands  of  his  business 
are  so  great  as  to  prevent  him  from  identifying 
himself  with  any  secret  or  social  organizations. 


Jjy^  ORAI-I  BRIGGS,  a  retired  farmer,  and  one 
of  the  old  and  much  respected  settlers  of 
WhmebaS°  County,  Ill.,  owes  his  nativity 
to  Johnstown,  Fulton  County,  N.  Y.,  and  was 
born  Aprils,  1814.  His  parents,  Korah  and  Eliza¬ 
beth  (Scarboro)  Briggs,  were  natives  of  the  same 
place,  and  the  father  followed  the  arduous  duties  of 
a  farmer.  To  their  union  were  born  three  children , 
two  daughters  and  a  son,  the  latter  being  our  sub¬ 
ject,  who  was  but  an  infant  when  Jiis  father  died. 
Eight  years  later,  the  mother,  too,  passed  away, 
when  but  a  young  woman.  One  besides  our  sub¬ 
ject  of  the  above-mentioned  children  is  now  liv- 
ing,  Anna,  who  became  Mrs.  John  Stevens,  and  re¬ 
sides  in  Minnesota. 

Our  subject  was  reared  on  a  farm  in  Fulton 
County  and  after  reaching  mature  years  was  mar¬ 
ried  in  Johnstown,  of  that  county,  to  Miss  Thank¬ 
ful  A.  Bonfey,  a  native  of  the  same  place,  bom 
October  20,  1815,  their  nuptials  being  celebrated 
on  the  14th  of  January,  1841.  She  was  the  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Barnabas  Bonfey,  of  Utica,  N.  Y.,  and  the 
granddaughter  of  Barnabas  Bonfey,  of  France,  who 
came  to  this  country  with  Gen.  La  Fayette,  as  a 
surgeon,  and  died  in  Oneida  County,  Winfield 
Township,  N.  Y.,  in  1822,  when  very  old.  Barn¬ 
abas  Bonfey,  Jr.,  who  was  a  cabinet-maker  by 
trade  in  Johnstown  village,  died  in  New  Yorjc  State 
when  over  ninety  years  of  age,  and  his  wife,  whose 
maiden  name  was  Mary  Smith,  died  there  five  years 
later,  when  ninety-one  years  of  age. 

In  the  spring  of  1842,  Mr.  Briggs  came  West 
prospecting,  worked  considerably  at  his  trade,  and 


purchased  eighty  acres  in  the  township  of  Uarlom. 
The  following  spring,  aftor  a  notod  winter  of  deep 
snows  and  very  cold  weather,  Mr.  Briggs  brought 
his  family  to  his  home  in  Harlem  Township.  Two 
years  later,  he  sold  this  farm  and  purchased  ninety- 
two  acres  in  section  8  (1844),  paying  *6.40  per 
acre  for  it.  I-Ie  could  have  purchased  Government 
land  near  by  for  $1.25  per  acre,  but  this  ho  took 
on  a  debt.  Later  he  purchased  live  acres  of  timber 
and  paid  for  this  $500.  In  the  spring  of  1845,  Mr. 
Briggs  moved  his  family  on  his  farm  and. into  a 
very  rude,  open  log  cabin,  the  same,  having  been 
the  original  claim  cabin.  They  then  had  but  one 
child,  the  eldest,  Barnabas  I).,  who  is  now  a  resident 
blacksmith  of  Roscoc.  In  this  primitive  log  cabin, 
wfith  now  and  strange  surroundings,  Mr.  Briggs 
and  his  thrifty  and  economical  wife  began  grad¬ 
ually  to  gather  around  them  everything  necessary 
for  a  comfortable  home.  They  resided  on  this 
farm  until  August,  1801,  when  they  moved  to 
Roscoe,  where  they  recently  purchased  a  very 
pleasant  home.  Their  grandson,  Charles  O.  Briggs, 
is  renting  the  farm.  Mr.  Briggs  erected  a  good 
stone  house ;  on  his  farm  in  1840,  and  in  1857 
he  built  a  good  frame  barn.  Since  then  lie  lias 
!  erected  good  substantial  buildings  on  his  place,  as 
he  needed  them,  and  his  fine  farm  is  now  worth  at 
least  $60  per  aero. 

The  competency  which  this  genial  and  contented 
old  couple  are  now  enjoying  has  been  gained  by 
many  years  of  industry  and  economy  on  the  part 
of  both.  They  are  the  parents  of  a  family  of  four 
children,  and  lost  one  son,  Korah  J.,  who  enlisted 
as  a  volunteer  in  the  Civil  War  (one  of  the  last 
call),  and  Was  in  the  Eighth  Illinois  Cavalry  for 
one  year.  He  died  at  Fairfax  Court  House,  March 
15,  1865,  when  twenty-one  years  Of  age.  Another 
son,  Barnabas  B,,  was  in  the  nrniy,  going  out  at  the 
first  call  for  troops,  but  after  serving  for  live 
months  was  discharged  on  account  of  sickness. 
The  remaining  children  arc  as  follows:  Barn¬ 
abas  D.;  John  Q.,  a  merchant  at  Houston,  Minn.; 
and  Mary  Elizabeth,  now  Mrs.  E.  W.  Dyer,  of  Han' 
Diego,  Cal.,  engaged  with  an  orange  grove.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Briggs  have  twelve  grandchildren  and 
three  great-grandchildren.  Th^y  have  both  been 
members  of  the  Congregational  Church  since 
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youth, and  iiro  highly  esteemed  by  all.  Mr.  Briggs 
advocated  the  principles  of  the  Democratic  party 
from  early  youth  and  Iris  last  Presidential  vote  in 
that  party  was  for  Franklin  Pierce.  Mrs.  Briggs 
converted  him  to  Republicanism,  since  which  time 
he  has  vo  ted  the  straight  Republican  ticket.  This 
much  esteemed  couple  are  the  oldest  of  the  early 
settlors  of  Roseoe,  and  both  are  nearing  the  eigh¬ 
tieth  mile-stone. 

NOL  WIXON  occupies  a  farm  on  section 
(@/  .!|  10,  Bonus  Township,  Boone  County,  which 

If  1*1  is  sufficiently  largo  to  afford  a  com  for  l- 
<QyJ  able  maintenance.  He  makes  a  specialty 
of  breeding  stock  and  has  one  of  the  largest  dairy 
farms  in  this  section,  lie  is  numbered  among  that 
class  who  have  been  tho  architects  of  their  own 
fortunes  and  is  counted  among  the  substantial 
residents  of  Boone  County. 

A  native  of  Carmel,  Putnam  County,  N.  Y.,  ouv 
subject  was  born  May  24,  1848,  and  is  a  son  of 
Bethel  H.  and  Esther  (Hill)  Wixon,  the  former  of 
whom  was  also  a  native  of  Putnam  County  and  a 
farmer  by  occupation.  In  1855,  ho  decided  to 
come  West,  and,  in  company  with  his  wife  and 
two  children,  located  in  Boone  County,  whore  ho 
purchased  a  quarter.-seetion  of  land  and  resided 
until  his  decease,  when  seventy-seven  years  of  age. 
Our  subject  had  an  uncle  on  his  mother’s  side 
who  was  a  soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  War.  His 
parents  made  their  home  with  him  until  their  de¬ 
mise;  the  mother,  who  was  born  March  8,  1801, 
died  October  I,  1861,  and  the  father,  whose  birth 
occurred  September  18,  1805,  passed  away  August 
18,  1882. 

Mr.  Wixon  of  this  sketch  was  married  Novem¬ 
ber  10,  I860,  to  Miss  Julia  Hart,  who  was  born  in 
the  same  place  as  our  subject,  January  10,  1 880. 
8he  was  the  daughter  of  Elea/.er  and  Rebecca  (Bar¬ 
rett)  Hart,  also  natives  of  the  Empire  State.  The 
father  died  in  his  native,  place  when  seventy-two 
years  of  age,  and  the  mother  is  still  living  and 
makes  her  home  in  Connecticut. 

To  Mr,  and  Mrs.  Wixon  have  been  born  three 
child ren:  Noah  A.,  whose  birth  occurred  February 


27,  1861,  married  Miss  Fannie  Phillips  and  is  en¬ 
gaged  in  farming;  Nellie,  who  was  born  Septem¬ 
ber  3,  1873,  and  Liilio,  who  was  born  December  8, 
1875,  still  reside  at  home.  After  his  marriage, 
he  of  whom  we  write  resided  at  home  until  the 
death  of  his  fall,,  when  he  purchased  the  interest 
of  the  other  heirs  in  tho  homestead,  which  com¬ 
prises  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres.  In  addition 
to  that,  lie  owns  a  portion  of  one  hundred  and 
fifty  acres  which  he  purchased  in  company  with 
his  son.  As  before  stated,  he  has  the  finest  dairy 
farm  in  the  county  and  reaps  a  handsome  income 
from  that  branch  of  agriculture. 

Our  subject  and  his  wife  arc  members  of  the 
Baptist  Church,  with  which  denomination  Mr. 
Wixon  lias  been  Connected  for  thirty- five  years. 
One  brother  of  Mrs.  Wixon  was  a  brave  soldier 
in  the  late  war,  and  her  maternal  grandfather 
was  a  Revolutionary  patriot.  Mr.  Wixon  is  a 
Republican  in  politics,  but  is  not  interested,  in 
public  affairs  other  than  to  cast  his  vote  for  the 
man  whom  lie  considers  will  best  fill  the  office. 
With  his  wife,  he  is  held  in  respect  by  their  many 
warm  friends  throughout  the  county. 


EDWIN  W.  McCOLLOM.  The  student  of 
human  nature  is  always  deeply  interested 
in  tracing  the  career  of  one  who  has  fought 
his  way  up  to  a  position  of  prominence  and  finan¬ 
cial  success  by  dint  of  pluck,  push  and  energy, 
and  who  has,  notwithstanding  the  struggles  of  liis 
youth,  maintained  a  well-earned  reputation  for 
uprightness  and  just  consideration  of  the  rights  of 
others.  Such  has  been  the  career  Of  the  gentleman 
whose  name  introduces  these  paragraphs.  Ills  farm 
of  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres,  which  he  pur¬ 
chased  in  1876,  has  been  brought  to  a  high  state  of 
cultivation  and  embellished  with  a  first-class  set 
of  farm  buildings.  It  is  not  only  one  of  the  best 
in  Le  Roy  Township,  but  does  not  suffer  ly  com¬ 
parison  withany  of  the  same  size  in  Boone  County. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  James  A.  McCollum, 
was  born  in  New  Hampshire  in  1803,  and  in  his 
early  manhood  came  to  Michigan,  where  he  was 
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married  to  Lueetui  Walker,  who,  like  himself,  was 
a  native  of  the  Granite  State,  born  in  1813.  She 
had  emigrated  from  her  native  place  to  Michigan 
in  1824,  with  her  parents,  the  trip  being  made 
overland  to  Buffalo,  and  thence  Ivy  the  Lakes  to 
Detroit,  where  Mr.  Walker  died  in  1856.  His 
widow  passed  away  two  years  later  at  Amboy,  Ill. 

After  their  marriage,  which  to,ok  place  at  Farm¬ 
ington,  Midi.,  in  1832,  James  A.  McCollom  and 
his  wife  resided  in  Indiana  until  the  spring  of 
1836,  when  they  removed  to  Illinois  and  settled  on 
a  farm  near  Sycamore,  DeKalb  County.  They 
entered  from  the  Government  a  farm  comprising 
about  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres,  forty  acres 
of  which  were  heavily  timbered  land,  and  cleared 
the  place,  which  they  improved  with  all  needed 
buildings.  They  cut  down  and  saved  the  ash  and 
basswood  lumber,  some  of  which  they  brought  to 
Boone  County  and  used  in  flooring  their  house. 

On  coming  to  Boone  County  in  1848,  Mr.  Me 
Collum,  Sr.,  purchased  eighty  acres  near  Capron, 
paying  $300  for  the  place,  which  was  unimproved. 
A1  his  death,  which  occurred  in  1868,  he  left  his 
Y/idow  an  estate  of  ninety-one  acres  of  uninoum- 
oered  laud.  He  and  his  wife  reared  five  daughters 
and  three  sons,  and  lost  a  child  during  their  resi¬ 
dence  iu  De  Kalb  County.  The  others  are  Lucetta 
and  James  A.,  twins;  Edwin  W.*  of  this  sketch; 
Martha  R.,  who  died  at  LeRoy,  in  1882,  at  the 
age  of  forty-three  years;  Addie  P.;  Lozje  A,,  Ella 
and  Watson  L.  James  A.,  Jr.,  enlisted  in  1861,  at 
Dixon,  as  a  member  of  the  Thirteenth  Illinois 
Infantry,  and  was  mortally  wounded  at  Lingo  Gap, 
Ga.,  in  November,  1863,  at  the  ago  of  twenty-eight 
years.  He  was  buried  in  the  National  Cemetery 
at  that  place. 

Edwin  W.  McCollom  was  born  in  DeKalb 
County,  111.',  in  1837,  and  was  a  lad  of  eleven  years 
when  lie  accompanied  his  parents  to  Boone  Conn  ty. 
Nothing  eventful  occurred  in  his  life  until  the 
outbreak  of  the  Civil  War,  when  he  enlisted,  in 
1861,  as  a  member  of  Company  F,  Forty-fifth  Illi¬ 
nois  Infantry,  being  mustered  in  at  Galena  Ill.  He 
served  eighteen  months  with  valor,  and,  at  the  ex¬ 
piration  of  his  term  of  enlistment,  was  honorably 
discharged.  lie  returned  to  iris  home  in  Le  Roy 
Township,  and  resumed  the  farming  operations 
which  had  engaged  his  attention  prior  to  the  war. 


In  October,  1873,  at  Sharon,  Wis.,  Mr.  McCollum 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Clarisa  Langdon, 
of  Lolloy.  She  is  the  daughter  of  B.  F.  and  Dor¬ 
othy  (Guiles)  Langdon,  natives,  respectively,  of 
Ohio  and  Wyoming  County,  N.  V.,  but  now  reside 
ing  in  Sharon,  Wis.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  McCollom  are 
the  parents  of  five  children:  Delia,  Lillian,  Ray  F„ 
Ruby  E.  and  Edna  L.  The  children  are  bright 
and  intelligent  and  are  receiving  good  educations 
in  the  schools  of  the  district.  Mr.  McCollom  and 
his  wife  take  an  active  interest  in  all  progressive 
and  philanthropic  measures  and  are  prominent  in 
social  circles  of  the  community. 

1MEON  LEVI  COVET,  a  lumber-dealer  of 
Bolvidero,  has  been  prominently  connected 
with  the  business  interests  of  this  city 
since  1863,  and  is  recognized  as  a  loader 
in  business  circles.  lie  was  born  near  Mayville, 
Chautauqua  County,  N.  Y.,  February  1,  1834,  and 
is  a  son  of  Stephen  Covey,  a  native  of  Vermont, 
who,  when  a  .young  man,  went  to  the  Empire 
State.  Settling  in  Chautauqua  County,  he  pur¬ 
chased  a  tract  of  land  near  Mayville  and  engaged 
in  the  manufacture  of  shingles  until  1839, "when 
with  his  wife  and  four  children  he  started  for  Illi¬ 
nois.  After  three  weeks  they  arrived  atBelvidere, 
which  at  that  time  was  a  mere  hamlet,  while  the 
surrounding  country  was  still  iu  the  possession  of 
the  Government  and  was  but  sparsely  settled.  Mr. 
Covey  spent  the  winter  in  Bolvidere  and  iu  the 
spring  rented  a  farm,  upon  which  lie  made  his 
home  until  1841,  when  he  purchased  a  tract  of  land 
at  Poplar  Grove,  A  log  house  and  a  few  acres 
ot  oroken  land  constituted  the  improvements  at 
the  time.  He  there  resided  until  1850,  when  he 
sold  and  purchased  on  the  west  line  of  the  same 
township,  but  again  sold  in  1853  and  bought  a 
farm  in  Boone  Township,  where  he  made  his  home 
for  four  years.  Once  again  purchasing,  he  became 
the  owner  of  a  farm  in  Caledonia  Township,  upon 
which  he  made  his  home  until  his  death  August  21, 
1885.  Ilia  wife,  who  boro  the  maiden  name  of 
Susan  Jenner,  was  born  in  Moriah,  Essex  County, 
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N.  Y.,  July  1,  1810,  and  wns  a  daughter  of  Stephon 
and  Betsy  (Mather)  Jen  nor.  She  died  at  her 
home  in  Caledonia  Township,  in  August,  1882, 
leaving  five  children:  Henry,  Eliza,  S.  L.,  Edwin 
and  Ellen.  Alonzo  died  three  weeks  after  the 
arrival  of  the  family  in  Belvideie,  at  the  age  of 
three  years. 

Our  subject  was  only  five  years  old  when  he 
came  to  Illinois  with  his  parents,  yet  he  remembers 
distinctly  many  incidents  of  the  journey  and  of 
pioneer  life  hero.  lie  acquired  his  education  in  a 
log  schoolhousc,  in  one  end  of  which  was  a  huge 
fireplace)  the  Haines  roaring  upward  through  an 
earth  and  stick  chimney.  The  seats  were  made  of 
slabs  on  wooden  pins,  and  on  two  sides  of  the 
room  a  log  board  was  laid  on  wooden  pins  inserted 
into  the  logs  and  served  as  a  writing  desk  for  the 
larger  scholars.  Mr.  Covey  remained  with  his 
parents  until  fourteen  3rears  of  age  and  then  be¬ 
gan  to  learn  the  blacksmith’s  trade,  serving  an  ap¬ 
prenticeship  of  four  years,  but  as  he  did  not  like 
the  occupation,  he  returned  to  the  farm  and  at  the 
time  of  ln‘s  marriage  purchased  land  of  his  father 
and  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  until  1863. 

It  was  in  1853  that  Mr.  Covey  and  Miss  Eliza 
Webster  were  joined  in  wedlock.  The  lady  was 
bom  in  Hamburg,  N.  Y.,  and  was  a  daughter  of 
William  and  Esther  Webster.  She  died  in  June, 
1873,  leaving  a  son,  George,  who  married  Cecelia 
Ilaskin  and  they  have  a  little  daughter,  Cecelia. 
In  1875,  Mr.  Covey  married  Elizabeth  Porter,  a 
native  of  Garden  Prairie,  Boone  County,  111.,  and 
a  daughter  of  Thomas  Porter.  They  have  one 
daughter,  Lottie. 

In  1863,  Sir.  Covey  left  the  farm,  came  to  Bel-  I 
videro  and  embarked  in  the  lumber  business,  which 
lie  carried  on  for  three  years,  and  then  engaged  in 
Imying  and  shipping  stock  until  1881.  His  next 
venture  was  in  the  grocery  trade,  which  he  carried 
on  for  three  years,  when  he  sold  out  to  resume  the 
lumber  business,  which  he  has  continued  up  to  the 
present  time.  lie  is  an  enterprising  and  industri¬ 
ous  man  and,  ns  a  result,  his  business  career  has 
been  a  successful  one.  In  polities,  he  has  been  a 
life-long  Republican  and  has  served  two  years  as 
Deputy  Sheriff,  and  for  three  terms  was  the  effi¬ 
cient  Sheriff  of  the  county.  At  the  present  time 
11 
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he  is  a  member  of  the  School  Board.  lie  has  been 
alike  true  to  every  public  duty  and  every  private 
trust  and  lias  won  the  confidence  and  esteem  of 
the  entire  community. 

VILLIAM  I  TALLEY,  a  native  of  Newbury, 
Orange  County,  Vt.,  was  born  June  29, 
1842.  David  Ilhlley,  bis  father,  ivas  a 
native  of  Eifesbire,  Scotland,  where  his  father, 
William  Halley,  was  also  born,  and  on  coming  to 
America  located  in  Vermont.  The  great-grand¬ 
father  of  our  subject  on  liis  mother’s  side,  David 
Webster,  was  also  horn  in  Scotland  and  emigrated 
to  America  at  an  early  day,  residing  for  a  few 
.years  in  Vermont.  He  then  removed  to  Wiscon¬ 
sin,  where  lie  was  one  of  the  pioneers  of  Winne¬ 
bago  County,  and  died  at  bis  home  near  Oshkosh, 
in  his  ninety-seventh  year.  At  one  time,  him¬ 
self,  Ills  son,  grandson  and  great-grandson.' the 
latter  a  lad  of  sixteen  years,  all  bound  wheat  in 
the  same  field. 

The  paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject  made 
two  or  three  trips  across  the  ocean  and  on  the  last 
voyage,  some  of  the  passengers  having  ship  fever, 
the  vessel  was  in  consequence  quarantined  at  Mont¬ 
real,  and  while  attempting  to  land  there  William 
Halley  fell  from  the  vessel  and  was  drowned  in 
the  St.  Lawrence  River.  IBs  wife  bore  the  maiden 
name  of  Mary  Mackey,  and  was  also  a  native  of 
Scotland,  where  her  decease  occurred. 

David  Ilalley  was  about  twenty  years  of  age 
when  ho  came  to  America,  and,  learning  the  trade 
of  a  shoemaker,  acted  as  foreman  in  a  factory  at 
Lynn,  Muss.,  for  some  time.  Later,  he  bought 
land  and  engaged  in  farming  in  Newbury,  Vt., 
residing  there  until  1866,  which  was  the  date 
of  bis  removal  to  Illinois.  Settling  in  Owen 
Township,  Mr.  Halley  resided  there  until  his  de¬ 
cease.  He  had  been  married  to  Isabel  Webster,  of 
Fifeshire,  Scotland,  the  daughter  of  David  and 
Agnes  ( Sharp)  Webster.  She  is  still  living  and 
residing  on  the  old  home  farm. 

The  original  of  this  sketch  received  a  fair  edu¬ 
cation  and  remained  at  home  until  1864,  when  lie 
came  to  Illinois  and  was  cm  ployed  on  a  farm  for 
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two  years.  He  then  rented  land  for  a  tune,  and  in 
the  year  1868,  going  to  Blackhawk  County,  Town, 
tanned  for  four  years  in  Lincoln  Township.  Dis¬ 
posing-  of  that  tract,  he  again  purchased  in  this 
county,  and  here  made  his  home  unfU  1883,  at 
'  which  time  he  purchased  the  farm  whore  he  is  now 
residing.  His  estate  includes  three  hundred  and 
ten  acres  of  excellent  and  rich  sail. 

January  29,  1874,  Mr.  Halley  was  married  to  Eliz¬ 
abeth  Simpson,  a  native  of  Burritt  Township,  and 
a  daughter  of  David  Simpson,  of  Forfarshire,  Scot- 
hmd.  Her  paternal  grandfather,  John  Simpson,  spent 

his  entire  life  in  that  country.  The  father  of  Mrs. 
Halley  was  married  in  Scotland,  and,  on  coming  to 
America  m  1843,  lived  for  three  years  in  Rock¬ 
ford,  at  the  end  of  which  time  he  located  in 
Rurntt  Township  on  a  tract  of  Government  land 
and  there  resided  until  liis  death.  Her  mother 
was  also  a  native  of  Forfarshire,  Scotland,  and 
bore  the  name  of  Jane  Archer,  She  was  a  daugh¬ 
ter  of  George  and  Margaret  (Smith)  Archer  and  is 
residing  with  her  children.  She  bore  her  husband 
six  children,  namely:  George,  Margaret,  Jane, 
Rebecca,  Martha  and  Mrs.  Halley,  twins.  The 
parents  of  our  subject  also  reared  six  children: 
William,  Marion,  David,  Robert,  Agnes  and  Ed¬ 
ward. 

Our  subject  and  his  wife  have  been  granted  a 
famiLy  of  six  children,  who  bear  the  names  of 
David,  William  Henry,  Frank  E,,  Isabel,  George  and 
Jennie.  Mrs.  Halley  is  a  member  of  the  Presby¬ 
terian  Clmreh  at  Winnebago.  In  politics,  our 
subject  votes  independently.  In  connection  with 
his  biograpbica!  notice  wii!  be  found  a  portrait  of 

Mr.  Halley. 


^ mm 


tON.  J.  STANLEY  BROWNE,  editor  in 
chief  of  the  Morning  Star  of  Rockford,  has 
held  that  position  since  its  inception, 
March  10,  1888.  The  staff  consists  of 
it.  13.  Johnson,  city  editor,  and  Frank  Edmison 
reporter.  The  sheet  is  strictly  Democratic,  and  is 
a  strong  advocate  of  Cleveland.  It  is  very  influ¬ 
ential  in  its  party,  being  the  only  avowed  Demo¬ 
cratic  paper  m  Winnebago  Comity.  It  has  a  large 


n  circulation,  its  columns  being  perused  by  thousands 
a,  of  readers.  It  affords  pleasure  to  the  biographical 
s-  writer  to  incorporate  in  this  volume  the  sketch  of 
us  the  genial  editor-in-chief,  who  demonstrates  the 
it  fact  that  editors,  like  poets,  are  born,  not  made. 

The  qualities  which  make  a  successful  journalist 
d  are  inbred,  and  no  amount  of  study  can  supply 
the  lack  of  a  keenness  of  observation,  acute  por- 
,  C°fi0”s  of  the  tastes  of  the  public,  and  accurate 
1  judgment  on  matters  treated  in  various  depart 
ments  of  a  newspaper. 

t  The  Morning  Star  is  a  soven-eol  umn ,  eight-pa «>ed 
•  paper,  issued  daily,  and  bo  it  said  to  the  credit 

>  of  the  management,  that  nearly  all  the  workmen 

■  who  were  employed  in  its  publication  at  the  be¬ 
ginning  are  still  on  the  force.  Mr.  Browne  has 
i  had  considerable  experience  in  the  newspaper  lino 
m  Hew  York  State,  having  been  employed  on  the 
Albany  Argus.  While  thus  engaged,  ho  took  an 
active  part  in  politics,  and  prior  to  reaching  his 
majority  stumped  the  State  for  Tilden,  in  the 
campaign  of  1876,  also  making  speeches  in  Indiana 
and  Ohio.  He  was  later  twice  elected  on  the 
Democratic  ticket  to  the  New  York  Legislature 
from  Otsego  County,  in  which  ho  had  previously 
served  as  page,  messenger  and  reporter.  He  was 
very  prominent  in  local  affairs,  and  previous  to 
the  time  above  spoken  of,  was  Chairman  of  the 
Board  of  Supervisors,  and  was  Secretary  for  a  per¬ 
iod  of  five  years  to  Lieut-Gov.  Dorscheimer,  durim- 
the  time  Tilden  was  Governor,  and  consequently 
became  intimately  acquainted  with  that  gentle¬ 
man  and  many  other  prominent  men  of  the  Leris- 
hiture.^  His  political  record  in  the  Empire  State 
:  wsi  a  brilliant  one,  but  his  Star”  finally  settled  in 
the  Most,  where  he  has  since  given  his  best  efforts 
to  making  it  rank  among  the  best  in  Northern 
Illinois.  He  is  a  forcible  writer,  and  while  in 
politics  had  the  reputation  of  being  an  eloquent 
speaker.  While  in  the  Legislature  he  was  the 
youngest  man  in  the  assembly,  in  which  lie  was  an 
active  worker,  and  was  also  a  prominent  member 
of  the  congressional  and  State  conventions. 

I  he  Hon.  Mr.  Browne  has  made  a  success  of  all 
lus  undertakings.  He  was  horn  in  Albany  N  Y 
thirty-seven  years  ago,  where  he  received  his  edu¬ 
cation  m  the  city  schools.  Becoming  interested 
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in  early  life  in  newspaper  work,  he  was  carrier 
hoy,  when  quite  young,  for  the  papers  of  that  city. 
It  will  thus  bo  readily  seen  that  through  his  per¬ 
sistent  industry  and  good  judgment,  ho  has  at¬ 
tained  to  his  present  high  standing  among  his 
brethren  in  the  newspaper  world,  and  it  is  his 
ambition  to  go  on  until  he  shall  have  attained  to 
the  topmost  round  of  the  ladder  of  fame.  His 
parents  lived  and  died  in  New  York  State,  where 
they  were  -well-to-do  and  honored  citizens. 

Our  subject,  since  coming  to  Illinois,  lias  made 
many  political  speeches  in  Winnebago  County,  in 
behalf  of  his  party.  He  was  married  in  his  native 
State  to  Miss  Tallmadge,  who  was  born  in  Otsego 
County,  where  she  was  given  an  excellent  educa¬ 
tion  in  the  public  schools.  She  is  a  most  intelli¬ 
gent  and  refined  lady  and  a  leader  in  the  social 
circles  of  Rockford.  Her  father  was  a  soldier  in 
the  Rebellion,  and  her  grandfather  was  a  patriot 
in  the  Revolutionary  Wan  In  her  religious  be¬ 
lief,  she  is  a  Methodist. 

Socially,  our  subject  is  a  member  of  the  Order 
of  Elks,  Lodge  No.  04,  of  Rockford,  and,  in  poli¬ 
tics,  is  a  straight  out-and-out  Democrat. 

. 

eYRUS  I).  FOX,  who  resides  on  a  farm  on 
.  sections  t)  and  10,  Roscoe  Township,  Win¬ 
nebago  County,  has  been  a  resident  of 
this  county  since  pioneer  days.  He  has  been  an 
eye-witness  to  almost  the  entire  growth  of  the 
county,  has  aided  in  its  development  and  done  all 
in  his  power  for  its  upbuilding  and  ad  vancement. 
To  the  early  settlers  a  debt  of  gratitude  is  due 
which  can  never  be  repaid,  but  4e  can  honor  them 
as  the  founders  of  the  county. 

Mr.  Fox  was  bom  in  Park  man,  Geauga  County,  j 
Ohio,  August  28,  1821.  Ilis  grandfather,  Israel 
Fox,  was  one  of  the  old  New  Englanders  who  op¬ 
posed  the  Puritans  in  their  oppression  of  the 
Quakers.  He  was  a  farmor  and  one  of  the  first 
to  grow  the  Weathersfield  onion,  which  became 
an  important,  industry  in  his  locality.  Ho  spent 
the  most  of  his  life  in  Now  England  and  died  at 
the.  home  of  his  children  in  Mentor,  Ohio,  in  1836, 
at  the  age  of  niuety-three  years.  Our  subject  re¬ 


members  him  as  an  old  man  making  whistles  and 
squirtguns  for  his  grandchildren. 

Samuel  Fox,  father  of  Cyrus,  was  born  in  Glas¬ 
tonbury,  Conn.,  May  3,  1791,  and  died  in  Pans, 
Mecosta  County,  Mich.,  in  1885,  at  the  age  of 
ninety-three  years.  His  second  wife,  the  mother 
of  our  subject,  was  Hannah  Daniels,  of  Koenstreet, 
N.  II.,  a  daughter  of  Aaron  Daniels,  one  of  the 
pioneers  of  Mentor,  Ohio.  Our  subject  bad  four 
own  brothers  and  three  sisters:  Abigail,  Deiana,  Ab¬ 
ner,  Samuel,  Laura,  Sidney  and  Amos.  Four  died 
in  infancy  and  all  have  now  passed  away.  Deiana, 
wife  of  Sanbern  Rawso,  a  pioneer  of  Michigan,  died 
in  Coldwater,  that  State,  at  the  age  of  seventy-one 
years.  Samuel  Fox  had  thirteen  children  by  his 
three  wives.  Two  sons,  Sidney  and  Abraham, 
were  volunteer  soldiers  in  the  Fourth  Cavalry  of 
Michigan,  the  former  doing  duty  at  Fortress  Mon¬ 
roe,  Sidney  was  one  of  fourteen  who  captured 
Jeff  Davis.  He  is  a  farmer  and  a  mechanic  of  Cen¬ 
tra^  Kansas  and  flic  only  survivor  of  the  family 
except  our  subject. 

Cyrus  Fox  was  a  lad  of  fourteen  summers  when 
his  mother  died,  and  at  that  age  he  began  earning 
i  his  own  livelihood.  He  afterward  joined  his  fam- 
|  ily  in  Manhattan,  Ohio,  and  assisted  his  father  in 
I  running  an  hotel  for  three  years.  At  the  age  of 
seventeen,  he  left  home  and  from  the  wages  earned 
the  first  year  paid  his  father  8100  for  his  time.  He 
worked  on  a  farm  that  was  the  home  of  President. 
Garfield  and  in  that  vicinity  until  twenty-four 
years  of  age,  when  he  engaged  in  teaching.  As  a 
companion  on  life’s  journey,  he  chose  Miss  Lucy 
N.,  daughter  of  Phineas  and  Esther  (Gore)  Nichols. 
They  wc?e  married  in  Perry,  Lake  County,  Ohio, 
March  16,  1845,  and  a  year  later  thejr  came  to 
what  is  now  Roscoe,  locating  on  their  present  farm 
on  sections  9  and  10,  Roscoe  Township.  Those  pio¬ 
neer  days  were  very  happy.  Tn  a  little  log  cabin 
with  their  first  baby  they  lived,  and  though  many 
privations  were  to  be  endured,  time  passed  merrily. 
Mr.  Fox’s  first  landed  possessions  consisted  of 
eighty  acres,  a  gift  from  his  wife’s  father,  and  all- 
other  eighty  acres,  which  he  purchased  at  84  per 
acre.  He  also  bought  an  adjoining  forty-acre  tract 
at  $25  per  acre.  Both  lie  and  his  wife  were  taken 
ill  after  coming  hero  and  had  it  not  been  for  the 
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faithful  nursing  of  friends  they  would  have  died. 
They  had  lost  one  of  their  twin  babies  while  en 
route  for  Illinois  but  reared  four  children.  The 
.twins,  Esther  Louisa  and  Lucy  Eliza,  were  born 
January  7, 1846;  Mary  Delana  was  born  in  Roseoe 
^cemher  23, 1851;  Cyrus  M.  was  born  November 
26;  1855;  and  Lucy  E.,  non*  the  wife  of  Herbert  $. 
Power,  was  both  April  5,  B63. 

In  1891,  Mr.  Eos  was  called  upon  to  mourn  the 
loss  of  his  wife,  who  died  on  the  22d  of  December, 
at  the  age  of  seventy-two  years  and  was  laid  to 
rest  m  a  cemetery  near  by.  She  was  a  life-long 
member  of  the  Baptist  Church  and  Mr.  Fox  and 
the  children  also  belong  to  the  same  congregation. 
The  latter  have  all  settled  on  farms  near  the  pa-  I 
rental  home.  In  politics,  Mr.  Eos  is  a  Democrat 
and  one  of  the  honored  citizens  of  the  community 


AVID  SAMPLE  is  at  present  residing  on  an 
excellent  farm  comprising  one  hundred 
and  sixty  acres,  located  on  section  34, 
Owen  Township,  Winnebago  County! 
The  entire  acreage  is  under  the  best  methods  of 
improvement  and  cultivation,  its  proprietor  hav¬ 
ing  erected  all  the  suitable  buildings  on  the  place 
planted  fruit  and  Shade  trees,  and  in  many  other 
ways  has  added  to  its  beauty  and  value. r  He  ranks 
among  the  best  agriculturists  in  the  township, 
where  he  is  looked  upon  as  an  upright  and  honest 
citizen. 

Born  in  Shaler  Township,  Allegheny  County,  Pa., 
July  6,  1843,  our  subject  is  a  son  of  William 
Sample,  whose  birth  occurred  on  the  same  farm  as 
did  that  of  Our  subject,  July  28,  1800.  The  pa¬ 
ternal  grandfather  of  him  of  whom  we  write 
James  Sample,  was  a  native  of  Cumberland  County’ 
Pa.,  his  birth  occurring  March  25,  1756.  He  was 
of  Scotch  ancestry  and  served  during  the  Revolu¬ 
tionary  War,  under  Gen.  Washington.  He  located 
in  Allegheny  Coun  ty  at  the  cessation  of  hostilities 
and,  securing  a  tract  of  Government  land  in  Shaler 
Township,  began  the  work  of  redeeming  it  from  its 
original  wildness.  Mr.  Sample  was  captain  of  a 
company  of  militia  men  and  while  on  duty  his 


wife  and  children  were  taken  prisoners  by  the 
|  Indians  but  were  rescued  the  same  night  by  a 
[  squaw  to  whom  the  grandfather  of  our  subject  had 
given  clothing.  While  the  Indians  were  having  a 
war  dance,  the  squaw  secured  a  canoe  and  released 
the  prisoners. 

I  he  direct  progenitor  of  our  subject  was  reared 
an  agriculturist  and  resided  on  the  farm  where  he 
was  born  seventy-one  years.  He  later  removed  to 
Sliarpsburg,  where  his  death  occurred  in  1891,  at 
the  advanced  ago  of  ninety-one  years.  Tie  had 
married,  Jane  Anderson,  also  a  native  of  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  where  her  hirtli  occurred  January  16.  1807 
Mrs.  Sample  departed  this  life  in  Shnrpshurg  in 
1882;  she  was  the  daughter  of  Robert  and  Christi¬ 
ana  Anderson,  and  became  the  mother  of  eudif 
children,  namely:  Robert  A.,  James,  John,  Martha, 
William  Hayes,  Margaret  J.,  David  and  Eliza¬ 
beth  A. 

.  He  of  whom  we  write  educated  in  his  na¬ 
tive  town  and  resided  on  the  home  farm  until  the 
outbreak  of  the  Civil  War  when  ho  enlisted,  duly  4, 
1861,  in  Company  A,  Sixty-second  Pennsylvania  In¬ 
fantry,  and  was  mustered  into  service  at  Pittsburg. 
From  there  the  company  went  to  Harrisburg,  where 
they  remained  for  two  weeks  and  then  spent  a  like 
period  in  Baltimore.  Later,  they  went  to  Wash¬ 
ington,  D.  C.,  and  after  a  stay  there  of  a  month, 
were  sent  to  Arlington  Heights,  and  went  into 
winter  quarters  near  Falls  Church.  In  the  sprint 
Of.  1862,  the  Sixty-second  Infantry  marched  to 
hairfax  Courthouse,  but  were  quickly  ordered  to 
Alexandria  and  there  took  transports  for  Fortress 
Monroe  and  after  n  short  time  spent  there,  marched 
to  Big  Bethel  and  later  to  Yorlctown.  Our  subject 
participated  with  his  regiment  in  the  buttle  and 
siege  of  that  place  and  at  Hanover  Courthouse 
Mechanicsville,  Gaines  Mills  and  Malvern  Hills! 

In  the  latter  battle,  ho  was  severely  wounded  in 
the  right  arm  and  hip  and  was  taken  to  the  hospi¬ 
tal  at  Bcdloe's  Island.  As  soon  as  he  was  sulllei- 
ently  recovered,  he  started  to  join  his  regiment, 
but  instead  of  being  allowed  to  do  so  was  placed 
on  detached  duty  at  Ft,  Hamilton.  He  later 
joined  his  regiment  just  in  time  to  participate  in 
the  battle  of  Mine  Run,  and  after  that  was  em¬ 
ployed  in  guarding  the  railroad  from  Manassas  to 
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Boaloton  Station  until  starting  with  Gen.  Grant  on 
the  Wilderness  campaign.  Mr.  Sample  was  dis¬ 
charged  in  July,  1864,  his  term  of  service  having 
expired,  and  returning  home  again  resumed  farm¬ 
ing  on  the  old  homestead  until  1871.  The  follow¬ 
ing  five  years  were  spent  in  traveling,  and  in  1876 
our  subject  bought  the  farm  which  lie  now  owns 
and  occupies,  which  comprises  the  northwest  quar¬ 
ter  of  section  34. 

In  1876,  Miss  Milinda  Steward  became  the  wife 
of  our  subject.  She  was  born  in  Owen  Township, 
and  is  the  daughter  of  James  and  Mary  Steward* 
By  her  union  with  our  subject  have  been  born 
three  children,  Steward,  Ross  and  Leota.  In  his 
political  relations,  our  subject  is  a  strong  Republi¬ 
can,  and  being  a  Grand  Army  man  is  prominently 
connected  with  Kevins  Post  No.  1,  G.  A.  R.,  at 
Rockford.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  Farmers’ 
Mutual  Benevolent  Association.  Mr.  Sample  lias 
in  his  possession  the  clock  that  ticked  in  his  grand¬ 
father’s  old  log  house  nearly  one  hundred  years 
ago.  It  reaches  from  the  floor  nearly  to  the  ceil¬ 
ing  and  is  in  fine  repair,  keeping  correct  time, 

j^S^SMAN  S.  NICHOLS,  who  formerly  resided 
il!  jr  011  R  ©°°d  farm  in  Bonus  Township,  Boone 
County,  hut  is  at  present  living  in  Garden 
Prairie,  had  his  birth  in  Crown  Point,  Essex 
County,  N.  Y.,  September  28,  1830.  II is  parents 
were  John  and  Ascnath  I).  (Edmonds)  Nichols, 
the  former  of  whom  died  in  Michigan  when  sixty- 
three  years  of  ago.  The  m oilier  of  our  subject 
was  also  a  native  of  New  Hampshire  and  died  at 
the  home  of  her  son  in  Kansas  in  her  eightieth 
year. 

lie  of  whom  wo  write  was  one  of  a  family  of  ten 
children,  six  of  whom  are  living.  His  brother 
Urrin  was  a  member  of  the  Eleventh  Michigan  In¬ 
fantry  during  the  late  war  and  was  killed  at  the 
battle  of  Stone  River,  having  enlisted  in  the 
throe-years’  service.  Osman  S.,  March  22,  1859, 
was  married  to  Miss  Emma  Kaon,  a  native  of 
Steuben  County,  N.  Y.,  where  her  birth  occurred 
May  6,  1838.  She  was  the  daughter  of  Alauson 
and  Manila  (Wells)  Koon,  natives  of  Albany 


County,  N.  Y.,  and  who  died  after  coming  to 
Hillsdale,  County,  Mich.,  at  the  respective  ages 
sixty-eig-  '  and  sixty-one  years.  Mrs.  Nichols  had 
..seven  lire  ..ors  and  sisters,  five  of  whom  arc  living. 
She  is  of  German  mid  Welsh  ancestry,  while  our 
subject  is  descended  from  the  English. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Nichols  have  been  born  four 
children,  only  two  of  whom  are  living,  namely, 
Nellie  M.,  who  was  born  October  12,  1861,  and 
married  John  W.  Ki ester,  whose  birth  occurred 
near  Orangeville,  Stephenson  County,  this  State; 
lie  is  Principal  of  the  Garden  Prairie  High  School, 
and  deceived  his  education  in  the  University  of 
Madison,  Wis.,  and  at  Carthage,  Ill.  Mrs.  Kiester 
was  educated  at  the  Jennings  Seminary  at  Aurora, 
Ill.,  and  is  the  mother  of  one  son,  Glenn  S.,  who 
was  born  July  19,  1891.  Eugene  Nichols,  the 
second  child  of  our  subject,  was  born  October  31, 
1863,  and  married  Essie  McCuen,  by  whom  he  has 
become  the  father  of  one  son,  Roland  0.,  whose 
birth  occurred  June  29,  1891.  Mr.  Nichols  is  en¬ 
gaged  in  general  merchandising  in  Rush  Center, 
Rush  County,  Kan.,  and  was  given  a  good  educa¬ 
tion  in  Aurora. 

He  of  whom  we  write  went  to  California  in 
1853,  where  he  was  engaged  in  mining  and  farm¬ 
ing  for  five  years.  He  was  a  lad  of  eleven  years 
when  he  left  home  and  engaged  to  work  for  an 
uncle,  with  whom  lie  remained  until  reaching  his 
majority,  receiving  at  that  time  $100  in  money. 
Soon  after  his  marriage,  he  located  on  the  farm  in 
Bonus  Township,  which  he  had  purchased  a  short 
time  before,  and  upon  which  he  resided  until  Oc¬ 
tober,  1890,  when  he  purchased  town  property 
and  erected  a  beautiful  residence  which  cost  $2,000. 
He  now  rents  the  old  farm  and  is  living  in  retire¬ 
ment  in  the  village  of  Garden  Prairie. 

He  of  whom  we  write  cast  his  first  Presidential 
vote  for  Franklin  Pierce,  and  since  the  election  of 
President  Grant  has  voted  with  the  Republican 
party.  He  has  been  an  incumbent  of'  various  local 
ofllccs,  having  been  School  Director  and  Super¬ 
visor,  and  was  President  of  tho  Township  Board 
in  1885.  He  was  also  School  Treasurer  for  a  num¬ 
ber  of  years,  and  at  the  present  time  is  Justice  of 
the  Peace. 

Charles  Nichols,  the  brother  of  our  subject,  was 
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a  soldier  in  the  Civil  /War;  his  father  took  part 
m  tlie  battIe  of  Piattsburg,  and  his  grandfathers 
on  both  sides  of  the  house  were  patriots  in  the 
Revolutionary  War. 


SI-IOMAS  ROBBINS,  who  is  engaged  in 
mixed  fanning  at  his  pleasant  home  on  sec¬ 
tion  20,  LeRoy  Township,  Boone  County, 
keeps  about  twenty-five  dairy  cows  on  his  place, 
marketing  the  product  at  a  creamery  a  short  dis¬ 
tance  from  his  home.  He  was  born  in  Franklin 
County,  Ohio,  in  1833,  and  is  a  son  of  Mathias 
Robbins,  who  haAi'ns  birth  July  27,1796,  in  Colum¬ 
bia  County,  Pa.  The  grandfather  of  our  subject, 
lhomas  Robbins,  was  a  farmer  in  England  and,  on 
emigrating  to  America,  came  in  an  early  day  to 
Pennsylvania.  He  came  to  the  New  World  in 
company  with  six  brothers,  who  made  their  homes 
m  as  many  different  States.  The  wife  of  Grand¬ 
father  Robbins,  previous  to  her  marriage,  was  Eliza¬ 
beth  Cline,  of  German  birth.  To  them  were  born  a 
family  of  six  sons  and  two  daughters,  only  one  of 
whom  is  living. 

Mathias  Robbins  was  married  in  the  Keystone 
State  to  Sarah  Condor  and  went  to  Franklin 
County,  Ohio,  in  1820  with  his  wife,  and  three 
children.  He  was  a  tailor  by  trade,  which  line  of 
business  he  followed  for  fourteen  years  in  Wood 
County,  and  in  the  fall  of  1848  came  to  Illinois 
being  accompanied  by  his  family  of  seven  children! 
his  eldest  daughters  following  in  1854.  Mr.  Robbins 
purchased  forty  acres  of  land  in  LeRoy  Township 
to  winch  he  soon  added  eighty  acres,  and  live  or 
six  years  thereafter  bought  another  forty  acres 
which  comprises  his  present  home  of  one  hundred 
and  sixty  acres. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  died  when  he  was  a 
ad  of  ten  years  and  his  father  passed  away  August 
12,  1884  in  his  eighty-sixth  year.  The  parents 
reared  a  family  of  ten  children,  of  whom  two  sons 
and  five  daughters  are  still  surviving. 

He  of  whom  we  write  was  married  to  Amanda 
daughter  of  Russel  and  Mary(Ash)  Crevelinm  She’ 
bore  him  two  children:  William  Russel  and  Bertha 
May,  and  departed  this  life  November  5,  1873  in 


her  thirtieth  year.  March  31,1875,  Mr.  Robbins 
cltose  for  his  second  wife  Miss  Susan,  daughter  of 
William  and  Mary  (Moore)  Millard,  natives  of 
Pennsylvania,  whose  sketch  will  be  found  on  an¬ 
other  page  of  this  volume. 

Our  subject  is  engagod  in  general  farming,  in 
which  calling  he  is  more  than  ordinarily  successful. 
In  politics,  he  votes  the  Republican  ticket  and  oc¬ 
cupies  a  high  place  among  his  fellow-townsmen. 
When  the  family  of  Mathias  Robbins  removed 
from  Pennsylvania  to  Ohio  in  1820,  they  made  the 
journey  with  a  team  of  horses  and  later,  in  1848, 
came  to  the  Prairie  Slate  in  the  same  manner! 
making  over  a  thousand  miles’  journeying  in  this 
way. 


AYII)  WILLIAM  McMASTER.  A  trav¬ 
eler  journeying  along  the  highways  of 
Bonus  Township,  Boone  County,  must  be 
■well  pleased  with  the  appearance  of  the 
farms  which  greet  his  eye.  Among  the  most 
neatly  cultivated  and  richly  producing  of  them 
all  we  are  pleased  to  mention  that  of  Mr.  MeMns- 
ter.  He  was  born  July  3,  1818,  in  Chenango 
County, N.  Y.,  and  is  a  son  of  Daniel  and  Mary 
(Campbell)  McMaster,  the  former  of  whom  was 
born,  lived  and  died  in  the  Empire  State. 

Ihc  paternal  grandparents  of  our  subject  came 
from  Scotland  and  passed  their  last  days  in  New 
York.  He  of  whom  wo  write  remained  at  borne 
until  sixteen  years  of  ago,  when  ho  engaged  to 
work  out  on  farms  by  the  month  until  1843,  at 
which  time  lie  made  bis  advent  into  Boone  County. 
Ho  took  up  a  tract  of  eighty  acres  of  Government 
land  which  is  his  present  abiding-place. 

The  lady  to  whom  our  subject  was  married  in 
October,  1831,  was  Pluebo  Green,  who  was  born 
m  Oswego,  N.  Y.,  and  was  the  daughter  of  Horace 
R.  Green.  Her  father  was  also  a  native  of  that 
State  and  died  after  coming  to  Boone  County. 
Mrs.  McMastor  was  one  in  a  family  of  five  children, 
three  of  whom  are  yet  living,  and  departed  this’ 
life  in  her  forty-sixth  year.  To  herself  and  hus¬ 
band  were  born  seven  children,  the  two  eldest 
of  whom  are  deceased;  Alfred,  who  resides  in 
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Iowa,  is  a  farmer,  is  married  and  has  four  chil¬ 
dren;  Clara  is  single;  Matilda  is  married  to  Ben¬ 
jamin  K.  Herbert  and  resides  in  Bonus  Township; 
Cephas  H.  works  the  old  homestead,  is  married 
to  Florence  Reed  and  lias  one  son;  Phosa  L.,  a 
music  teacher,  is  at  home.  The  children  have  all 
been  given  good  educations  in  Bolvidere  and 
Freeport  schools  and  are  attendants  at  the  Presby¬ 
terian  Church,  in  which  denomination  our  sub¬ 
ject’s  father  was  Deacon  for  many  years  and  one 
of  the  pillars  of  the  church. 

The  political  views  of  Mr.  McMaster  bring  him 
into  affiliations  with  the  Republican  party,  though 
previous  to  the  election  of  Lincoln  he  voted  the 
Democratic  ticket.  He  has  taken  an  interest  in 
forwarding  educational  affairs  of  his  township  and 
for  a  number  of  years  was  School  Director  and 
Highway  Commissioner.  The  beautiful  farm  upon 
which  ho  resides  speaks  forth  the  praises  of  the  man 
whose  systematic  hand  and  thorough  industry 
have  brought  it  to  its  present  prosperous  and  pro¬ 
lific  condition. 

SYLVESTER  B.  COFFIN,  is  a  native-born 
resident  of  Roscoe  Township,  Winnebago 
County,  Ill.,  his  birth  occurring  January 
0,  1844,  and  almost  his  entire  life  has  been 
identified  with  the  growth  and  evolution  of  social, 
political  and  natural  life  in  this  State.  He  is  the 
son  of  Henderson  W.  Collin,  and  the  grandson  of 
Edward  Coffin,  who  was  horn  in  the  Empire.  State, 
and  who  followed  the  occupation  of  a  fanner  all 
his  life.  The  latter  was  married  in  his  native 
Slate  to  Miss  Petton,  a  native  of  New  York  State, 
and  they  became  the  parents  of  five  .sons  and  six 
(laughters.  Both  grandparents  died  at  an  ad¬ 
vanced  age. 

Henderson  W.  Coffin  was -born  in  Oneida  County, 
N.  Y,,  in  1813,  and  was  married  in  that  State 
to  Miss  Harriet  Kanier,  of  Buffalo,  N.  Y.  There 
they  remained  until  the  fall  of  1837,  when 
they  determined  to  seek  fame  and  fortune  in  the 
Far  West,  and  with  teams  they  made  the  journey 
to  Illinois,  which  State,  was  then  but  sparsely  set¬ 
tled.  Mr.  Coffin  had  but  very  little  moans  to  assist 


him  along  and  he  and  his  thrifty  and  econom¬ 
ical  wife  experienced  many  hardships  and  priva¬ 
tions  in  getting  a  start.  The  first  night  lie  spent 
in  Winnebago  County,  Mr.  Coffin  purchased  one- 
half  section  of  land,  giving  his  only  cow,  which 
he  had  driven  from.  York  State,  his  gun,  his  watch, 
and  $320  in  a  note  for  this  tract.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Collin  had  a  great  struggle  to  keep  and  pay  for 
this  land  but  they  finally  obtained  a  Government 
lease  for  ail  but  about  eighty  acres.  This  farm  of 
two  hundred  and  forty  acres  is  now  owned  by  their 
son  Fletcher. 

Mr.  Henderson  W.  Coffin  was  a  brick-maker  by 
trade  and  bis  first  brickyard  was  started  in  1840, 
west  of  Beloit.  He  subsequently  purchased  more 
land  for  brickyards,  becoming  the  owner  of 
twenty-eight  acres  in  Roscoe  where  the  depot  now 
stands,  and  this  land  is  now  owned  by  his  daugh¬ 
ter.  He  gave  the  land  for  the  depot.  He  and 
Thomas  Baldwin,  an  early  settler,  walked  from 
Rockford  to  near  Beloit,  carried  their  tools,  and 
built  a -house,  taking  four  trees  standing  for  posts. 
Three  days  later  they  had  finished  it  and  were 
hack  in  Rockford.  Mr.  Coffin  had  men  working 
for  him  for  fifty  cents  a  day  and  two  meals,  some 
walking  six  miles  to  and  from  their  work.  Many 
of  them  owned  their  own  farms  but  wanted  ready 
money.  Mr.  Collin’s  trade  was  more  to  him  than 
wealth,  and  men  of  means,  able  to  buy  liim  out 
several  times,  worked  for  him  at  fifty  cents  a  day. 
At  that  time  men  cradled  grain  for  twenty-five 
cents  an  acre.  Mr.  Coffin  died  in  August,  187A 
when  not  quite  sixty-three  years  of  age.  His  widow 
is  now  residing  in  Rockford,  on  Morgan  Street. 
He  built  the  first  elevator  at  the  Roscoe  depot. 
This  worthy  couple  reared  eleven  children:  Agnes, 
Julia  M.,  S.  B.  (our  subject),  Esther,  William 
Henry,  Horace.  A.,  Fletcher,  "Mary  Jane,  E.  B.,  Al¬ 
fred  II.  and  Ruby  II.  Of  these,  Horace  died  at 
the  age  of  forty  years  and  Mary  Jane,  Mrs.  W.  B. 
Scott,  died  when  thirty-six  years  of  age.  The  re¬ 
mainder  are  living  and  well-informed  people,  al¬ 
though  they  had  but  common-school  advantages. 

Sylvester  Collin  remained  at  home,  engaged  in 
business  with  his  father,  until  twenty-nine  years  of 
age,  when  ho  married  Miss  Anna  Addey,  a  native 
of  England,  and  the  daughter  of  Thomas  Addey, 
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who  came  from  his  native  country  to  Canada  in 
1851,  and  from  there  to  Illinois  the  following  year. 
In  1878,  our  subject  sold  out  his  grain  elevator  at 
Roseoe  and  began  tilling  the  soil  on  liis  first  farm, 
one  of  the  many  his  father  had  owned,  the  latter 
being  the  owner  at  one  time  of  eleven  hun¬ 
dred  acres.  Sylvester  has  since  erected  a  good 
frame  house,  large  and  comfortable  out-build¬ 
ings,  and  is  progressive  and  enterprising.  In 
connection  with  farming,  lie  is  also  engaged  in 
stock-raising  to  some  extent.  Of  his  marriage  has 
been  born  two  daughters,  now  fourteen  and  ten 
years  of.  age,  respectively.  Mr.  Coffin  has  been  a 
Prohibitionist  for  the  past  twenty-two  years,  and 
he  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Methodist 
Church. 


VII.  PALMER  has  been  connected  with  the 
Palmer  Hardware  Company  as  an  active 
member  since  1872.  This  is  one  of  the 
leading  enterprises  of  the  city  and,  in  connection 
with  the  general  hardware  business,  they  manu¬ 
facture  large  quantities  of  tinware.  Their  estab¬ 
lishment  is  located  on  the  corner  of  East  State 
and  Second  Streets.  The  business  was  founded  in 
1856  by  a  brother  of  our  subject,  T.  F.  Palmer,  who 
is  now  a  resident  of  Eugene,  Ore.,  and  for  one 
year  it  was  carried  on  under  the  firm  title  of  Peck 
&  Palmer.  Later,  the  firm  became  Wiho-ate  & 
Palmer,  and  in  1874  assumed  the  style  of  T.  P. 
Palmer  &  Co.,  and  later  it  was  incorporated  as  the 
Palmer  Hardware  Company,  with  T.  P.  Palmer  as 
President  ami  E.  M.  Holmes,  Secretary  and  Treas- 
tirer.  On  the  former  selling  out,  J.  R,  Moxley 
became  President,  Mr.  Holmes  continuing  as  Sec¬ 
retary,  while  W.  II.  Palmer  and  J.  W.  Halo  are 
active  members  of  the  company.  These  four 
gentlemen  represent  the  entire  business  interests 
of  the  firm.  Prom  the  day  on  which  it  was  estab¬ 
lished,  the  business  has  constantly  increased,  until 
as  before  stated,  it  is  one  of  the  most  important 
enterprises  of  Rockford. 

W.  H.  Palmer,  Whose  name  heads  this  sketch 
was  bom  in  Pittsford,  Rutland  County,  Vt.,  in 
1838,  and  there  acquired  his  education.  At  about 


i  the  time  ho  attained  his  majority,  he  went  to  Ma- 
lono>  Y>>  "'hero  he  established  a  clothing  store 
t  as  a  member  of  the  firm  of  J.  N.  and  W.  H.  Palmer, 
h  After  three  years,  a  disastrous  fife  broke  out  in  the 
r  city  and,  with  others,  thoy  lost  their  entire  prop¬ 
erty.  The  gentlemen  returned  to  their  native 
t  county  and  our  subject  spent  a  few  years  in  the 

-  Green  Mountain  State,  after  which  he  emigrated 
i  Westward,  locating  in  Rockford. 

»  Our  subject  possesses  many  of  the  best  ehnrae- 
5  tens  tics  of  his  ancestors— the  Scotch.  His  father, 

»  T.H.  Palmer,  was  horn  in  Kelso,  Scotland,  and 
;  whon  a  y°UI,g  man>  with  two  brothers  and  a  sis¬ 
ter,  crossed  tlie  broad  Atlantic,  locating  in  Phiia- 

-  delphia,  Pa.,  whore  the  brothers  established  a  print¬ 
ing-office  and  engaged  in  business  for  some  time. 
After  a  few  years  one  brother  and  the  sister  died. 
The  other  brother  wont  South,  was  married  and 
died  after  the  birth  of  one  son,  who  is  yet  livin'* 
T.  II.  Palmer  left  Philadelphia  and  went  to  Ver¬ 
mont,  whore  he  soon  afterward  wedded  Joanna  T. 
Pen  ton,  who  was  born  and  reared  in  the  Green 
Mountain  State.  They  located  on  a  farm,  but  Mr. 
Palmer  gave  his  attention  to  his  profession,  that 
of  an  educator.  He  was  Superintendent  of  public 
sell  Op  InAerruont  for  several  years  and  a  promi¬ 
nent  man  in  that  State.  He  died  at  the  age  of 
seventy-six  years,  and  his  wife  passed  away  at  the 
age  of  seventy-two.  Both  were  consistent  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Congregational  Church,  and  the  hus¬ 
band  was  a  Whig  and  a  stanch  Abolitionist  until 
the  organization  of  the  Republican  party,  when 
he  joined  its  ranks. 

Our  subject  was  carefully  reared  by  his  parents 
[  and  m  Pittsford,  Vt.,  after  attaining  to  mature 
years,  he  wedded  Louisa  J.  North,  who  was  bon. 
in  Springfield,  Mass.,  and  a  daughter  of  Walter 
and  Betsy  (Carpenter)  North,  both  natives  of  the 
Bay  State.  Her  faffior  was  employed  in  the  arm¬ 
ory  of  Springfield  tin  til  about  middle  life,  when 
he  became  coil  -\l  with  «,  manufacturing  com¬ 
pany.  His  dcita^  iiahi^fed  in  Springfield  at  the 
age  of  seventy  years: '  ^s  father  was  also  in  the 
Government  employ  In ^te^rmory  of  Springfield 
for  many  years.  The  family  were  members  of  tho 
Episcopal  Church  in  early  life,  but  afterwards 
joined  the  Congregational  Church.  o 
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Unto  Mr,  and  Mrs.  Palmer  wore  born  three 
daughters:  Helen  F.  and  Florence  A.,  graduates 
of  the  Rockford  High  School, and  Grace  L.,  who  is 
still  a  student.  The  eldest  daughter  is  now  a 
teacher  of  recognized  ability  in  the  ward  school. 
The  mother,  who  was  a  consistent  member  of  the 
Congregational  Church,  was  called  to  the  home 
beyond  on  the  1st  of  July,  1886,  at  the  ago  of 
forty-four,  dying  in  Wisconsin,  She  was  a  faith¬ 
ful  and  loving  wife,  a  devoted  mother,  and  Avon 
the  esteem  of  all  who  Icuoav  her. 

During  the  late  wai\  Mr.  Palmer  enlisted,  in 
1861,  for  nine  months’  service  as  a  private  of 
Company  G,  Twelfth  Vermont  Infantry;  lie  par¬ 
ticipated  in  the  battle  of  Gettysburg  and  other 
engagements,  and  after  a  year’s  service  Avas  honor¬ 
ably  discharged.  Ale  is  hoav  a  member  of  Ncvins 
Post  No,  1,  G.  A.  R.,  and  is  a  staHvart  ad  vacate 
of  Republican  principles.  His  duties  of  citizen¬ 
ship  arc  over  faithfully  performed  and  he  is  a  sa¬ 
gacious  and  far-sighted  business  man,  avIio  by  his 
oavu  efforts  has  achieved  a  signal  success  in  life. 


AVID  A.  TOMB.  This  successful  contractor 
and  builder  of  Rockford,  avIio  has  resided 
here  since  the  spring  of  1886,  was  born  in 
Armagh,  Pa.,  and  is  a  son  of  John  and  Fannie 
(ShaAv)  Tomb.  IIJs  father  lived  and  died  in  Ind¬ 
iana  County,  Pa.,  passing  away  at  "the  age  of  eighty 
years.  He  was  a  fanner  and  followed  that  occupa¬ 
tion  throughout  his  entire  life.  His  wife  died  in 
the  same  count}'  on  the  homo  farm  Avhon  about 
sixty-live  years  of  age,  Both  Avere  member  of 
'the  A,tOGtate  Reformed  Presbyterian  Church. 

Our  sublet  was  reared  and  educated  in  the  vil¬ 
lage  oLhis  A rlh  and  when  sixteen  years  of  age 
.pcg&n  to  learn  the  trade  of  a  cabinet-maker,  and 
also  a  carpenter  and  joiner,  serving  a  five,  years’ 
apprenticeship.  ITe  then  began  Avorkon  his  oavu 
account,  and  has  since  followed  his  trade  success¬ 
fully.  lie  is  a  practical  and  skilled  Avorkman  and 
lienee  there  has  ahvays  been  a  demand  for  his  la¬ 
bor,  lie  lias  traveled  extensively  as  a  builder, 
both  m  the  South  and  West,  having  worked  in  many 
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towns  and  cities  in  Ioavu  and  Kansas,  and  spent 
five  years  atlas  work  in  Chicago.  He  built  the  court 
house  in  El  Paso,  Tex., and  Avhercver  ho  has  gone  has 
Avon  a  high  reputation  for  skill.  Ho  returned  to 
Illinois  in  1861,  but  afterwards  spent  some  years 
in  the  South.  He  came  from  Mexico  to  Rockford 
in  the  spring  of  1886,  and  since  that  time  has  been 
actively  engaged  as  a  contractor  and  builder,  put¬ 
ting  up  some  excellent  buildings  in  this  city.  A 
good  Avorkman  hi- this  lino  is  ever  in  demand,  and 
hence  lie  has  received  a  liberal  patronage. 

In  Mendota,  Ill.,  in  the  spring  of  1861,  Mr, 
Tomb  Ayns  married  to  Miss  Agnes  Peters,  avIio  was 
j  born  on  the  Emerald  Isle,  and  Avhen  a  small  child 
came  Avith  her  brothers  to  this  country.  Her  par¬ 
ents  lived  and  died  in  Ireland.  One  child  graces 
their  tv-  ion,  Frankie,  who  is  uoav  the  Avife  of 
George  Wilson,  a  boot  and  shoe  dealer  in  La  Salle 
and  a  successful  merchant.  They  lmve  two  chil¬ 
dren:  George  and  Arnold.  Although  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Tomb  have  resided  in  Rockford  for  a  compar¬ 
atively  short  period,  they  have  made  many  friends 
in  this  city,  and  their  sterling  worth  easily  wins 
them  high  regard.  He  is  a  straightforward,  up¬ 
right  business  map  avIio  ever  faithfully  performs 
Ms  part  of  a  contract,  and  has  thus  Avon  an  enviable 
reputation  in  business  circles,  He  uoav  has  a 
pleasant  home  at  No.  910  South  Court  Street. 

The  portrait  of  Mr.  Tomb  is  presented  on  an¬ 
other  page. 


TEPHEN  DELOS  GREGORY,  who  resides 
on  section  S3,  Guilford  Township,  Winne¬ 
bago  County,  was  born  on  the  2d  of 
March,  1834,  on  a  farm  on  the  dividing 
line.  betAveen  Niagara  and  Orleans  Counties,  N.  Y. 
His  grandparents  were  Samuel  and  Lorena  Greg¬ 
ory,  natives  of  Connecticut  and  of  English  descent. 
His  father,  Samuel  Gregory,  Avasborn  in  Danbury, 
Conn,,  and  when  a  young  man  removed  to  New 
York,  Avhcre  he  was  married.  In  the  fall  of  1835, 
he  made  a  visit  to  Winnebago  County,  Ill,,  and 
located  a  claim  in  Avliat  is  uoav  Rockford.  Ho 
then  returned  for  Ms  wife  and  tAvo  children  and 
came  on  to  the  now  home.  They  lived  in  a  log  cabin 
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in  the  midst  of  n  wild  and  unbroken  tract  of  land. 
There  was  no  mill  nearer  than  Ottawa,  and  the 
deer  roamed  over  the  prairie  where  the  city  of 
Rockford  now  stands.  Mr.  Gregory  improved  his 
farm,  which  he  sold  after  some  years  and  purchased 
land  in  Cherry  Talley  Township.  Sometime  after¬ 
wards  he  went  to  Rockford  and  subsequently  re¬ 
turned  to  Niagara  County,  N.  Y.,  where  he  made 
his  home  until  his  death.  Ilis  remains  were  brought 
back  and  interred  in  the  Rockford  cemetery.  His 
wife,  who  boro  the  maiden  name  of  Joanna  Bate¬ 
man,  was  born  in  the  Empire  State  and  died  on  the 
farm  in  C  herry  A  alley  Township.  They  were  both 
consistent  Methodists  and  were  members  of  the 
first  Methodist  Class  of  Rockford,  which  was  organ¬ 
ized  at  the  home  of  Rev.  William  Royal  with  five 
members— -Daniel  and  Mary  Beers, Mrs.  Enoch  and  ! 
Mr.  and  Mi's.  Gregory. 

Our  subject  was  the  eldest  of  seven  children,  the 
other  members  of  the  family  being  Delia  A.,  John 
Clark,  Samuel  II.,  James  R.,  Adelaide,  and  Edna  J. 
Mr.  Gregory  of  this  sketch  was  only  two  years  old 
when  with  his  parents  he  came  to  Illinois*  He  at¬ 
tended  the  first  school  ever  taught  in  Rockford,  it 
being  held  on  the  block  bounded  by  East  State,  Sec¬ 
ond,  llurd  and  Walnut  Streets  and  was  taught  by  ^ 
Miss  Brown.  As  soon  as  old  enough  to  handle  the 
plow,  ho  began  farming,  and  at  the  age  of  eight 
went  to  Chicago  with  his  father,  each  taking  a  load 
of  grain  to  market. 

On  the  6th  of  November,  1362,  Mr.  Gregory  mar¬ 
ried  C  harlotte  Arabella  Matson,  who  was  born  in 
Ashtabula  County,  Ohio,  and  is  a  daughter  of  Kor¬ 
ean  Matson,  a  son  of  William  and  Temperance 
( 1  ay  lor)  Matson.  He  learned  the  trade  of  a  plasterer 
and  removed  from  New  York  to  Ashtabula  County, 
Ohio,  whence,  in  1846,  he  came  to  Illinois,  lo¬ 
cating  in  Winnebago  County  after  the  war,’ but  j 
after  a  year  and  a  half  lie  returned  to  Ohio,  where 
bo  is  yet  living.  Ho  served  m  the  Fifty-second 
Illinois  Infantry  during  the  late  war  and  was  a 
faithful  soldier.  His  wife  was  Charlotte.  Viola,  a  I 
native  of  Ohio,  and  a  daughter  of  Roswell  and  i 
Arabella  Vieta.  She  died  in  Ottawa  in  I860  1 

Soon  after  his  marriage,  Mr  Gregory  rented  his  i 
father  a  farm  for  two  years,  then  bought  a  farm  in  J 
Gherry  Valley  Township,  upon  which  he  resided  j 


until  1867,  when  he  removed  to  his  present  farm, 
|  three  miles  east  of  the  city  limits.  He  there  has  a 
pleasant  home  and  a  valuable  tract  of  land  yields  to 
hint  a  golden  tribute,  Six  children  gather  around 
the  fire  side:  Frank  Albert,  Katie  M.,  Charles  I)., 
Lottie  B.,  J.  Herbert  and  Irvin.  The  parents  and 
the  five  older  children  are  members  of  the  Centen¬ 
nial  Methodist  Church  and  the  family  ranks  high 
in  social  circles,  while  the  Gregory  household  is  the 
abode  of  hospitality.  In  politics,  Mr.  Gregory  is  a 
Republican. 

IjfWA™  HOOLASa  Among  the  Idling 
JJf%  business  men  of  Rockford,  the  subject  of 
this  sketch,  takes  a  prominent  plm-e,  having 
from  small  beginnings  reached  his  present  strong 
financial  position  through  hard  work,  peiw/ei* 
mice  and  pluck.  Born  in  that  cold  and  far-away 
country,  Sweden,  Wester  Gothland  Province,  Feb¬ 
ruary  6,  1863,  ho  was  the  youngest  of  a  family  of 
five  children,  all  of  whom  are  now  residents  of  the 
United  States.  His  father,  August  lloglaiul,  left 
his  native  country  for  this  in  'the  latter  part  of 
the  ’60s,  and  as  soon  as  he  had  accumulated  auiii- 
oient  means,  or  in  1870,  no  sent  for  his  wife  and 
children.  They  joined  him  in  Chicago,  ami  there 
the  parents  reside  at  the  present  time,  the  father 
sixty-nine,  and  the  mother  sixty-seven  years  of 
age,  They  are  prominent  people  in  North  Chi¬ 
cago,  and  aro  exemplary  members  of  the  Swedish 
Lutheran  Church  of  that  city.  One  child  was  born 
after  coming  to  this  country.  The  children  arc 
|  as  follows.-  John  II.,  a  practicing  attorney  of  Chi- 
i  eago,  III.,  was  married  in  tlmt  city;  Edward  C.,  a 
cutter  in  a  mereiiant  tailoring  establishment  of 
Chicago,  married  Miss  Ida  Landgmi,  of  Chicago; 
Charles  II.  is  single,  and  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  of 
North  Chicago;  Frank  G,,  our  subject;  and  Oscar, 
who  is  associated  with  our  subject  in  the  insurance 
business  located  at  No.  321)  East  .State  Street,  and 
does  the  clinical  work. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  is  one  of  the  pushing, 
progressive  young  men  of  Rockford,  and  is  as  popu¬ 
lar  soeially  as  lie  is  successful  in  business.  He  is  at 
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present  the  popular  and  capable  City  Clerk,  and 
the  enieient  manner  in  which  he  has  discharged  ; 
the  duties  of  this  office  abundantly  testifies  as  to  ; 
the  wisdom  of  the  people's  choice.  He  is  also 
President  of  the  Star  Furniture  Company,  Vice-  j 
president  of  the  Kkandia  Furniture  Company,  and  j 
Vice-president  of  the  West  End  Furniture  Com-  j 
puuy,  being  the  first  stockholder  in  two  of  these,  i 
lie  is  also  a  stockholder  in  a  number  of  other  cn-  j 
terprises,  including  the  Mechanics’  Furniture  Com-  j 
puny,  Rockford  Mantel  and  Furniture  Company,  : 
the  Royal  Sewing  Machine  Company,  and  the 
Rockford  Desit  and  Furniture  Company.  He  is  in¬ 
terested  In  the  Peterson  Land  Company,  also  in 
other  syndicates,  and  in  the  Posten  Publishing 
Company  of  Rockford.  If  there  is  one  enterprise 
among  the  many  with  which  lie  is  connected  that 
Mr.  Hogland  takes  special  interest  in,  it  is  tliat  of 
the  Hogland  Insurance  Agency,  which  was  organ¬ 
ized  three  years  ago.  He  was  the  chief  promoter, 
and  in  now  the  sole  proprietor,  doing  a  strictly 
local  insurance  business,  and  meeting  with  remark¬ 
able  success. 

Mr,  Hogland  is  a  man  of  thorough  understand¬ 
ing  of  public  affairs,  and  is  independent  in  his  po¬ 
litical  views.  He  is  now  filling  his  first  term  ns 
City  Clerk,  as  before  mentioned.  In  his  religious 
views, he  is  a  Lutheran, and  a  member  of  the  Church 
Board  of  the  First  .Swedish  Lutheran  Cium-ii  of 
Rockford,  He  1ms  been  a  Director  of  tin?  Young 
Men’s  Christian  Association  of  this  city  for  many 
years,  and,  in  short,  is  a  live,  energetic  young  man 
who  is  interested  in  all  measures  for  the  advance¬ 
ment  and  progress  of  the  city. 

Miss  Emma  M.  Aiander,  who  became  bus  wife  in 
Chicago,  was  originally  from  Wester  Gothland, 
.Sweden,  born  May  22,  IHlil,  and  was  quite  young 
when  she  came  with  her  parent;*,  to  this  country  in. 
1870.  They  settled  in  Chicago,  but  later  came  to 
Rockford,  in  Which  oily  the  uMUher  received  her 
final  summons,  at  the  home  of  her  daughter,  Mrs, 
Hogland,  in  1887.  when  sixty- t-hm*  years  of  age. 
The  father  is  still  living,  is  ssxty-fotiryears  of  age, 
and  also  makes  his  home,  with  his  daughter,  lie. 
was  a  member  of  the  First  Lutheran  Church,  and 
his  wife  also  held  membership  in  that  church.  His 


of  the  Kimball  Organ  Company,  Chicago.  The  lat¬ 
ter  wedded  Miss  Emily  Barnard,  of  Chicago. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hogland  are  among  the  representa¬ 
tive  people  of  Rockford,  and  their  homo  possesses 
man y  comforts,  and  is  pleasantly  situated.  I  heir 
marriage  has  been  blessed  by  the  birth  of  one  child, 
Lillian  Florence. 


EWIS  B.  GREGORY,  one  of  the  well-to-do 
and  prominent  citizens  of  Rockford,  now 

w _ living  a  retired  life,  was  horn  in  Seneca 

County,  N.  Y„  March  28,  1820,  and  comes  of  an 
old  New  England  family.  His  grandfather,  Sam¬ 
uel  Gregory,  was  a  native  of  Connecticut,  and 
there  spent  his  entire  life  as  a  farmer,  dying  at  an 
advanced  age.  The  family  was  founded  in  Amci- 
iea  many  years  prior  to  the  Revolutionary  War. 
The  wife  of  Samuel  Gregory,  a  Connecticut  lady, 
survived  him  some  years,  and  died  at  the.  home  of 
one  of  her  children,  at  the  age  of  eighty-seven. 
Both  were  active  members  of  the  Methodist  Church. 

The  Rev.  Harry  Gregory,  father  of  our  subject, 
was  born  in  the  town  of  Danbury,  Conn.,  and 
reared  among  the  hills  of  that  neighborhood. 
When  a  young  man,  he  went  U)  Seneca  County, 
NT.  Y.,  becoming  a  farmer  of  Ovid  Township,  and 
there  married  Hannah  Barmim,  a  native  of  that 
county.  After  some  years,  they  removed  to  Nia¬ 
gara  County,  N.  Y.,  where  Mr.  Gregory  began 
preaching  as  a  Methodist  minister,  and  from  that 
time  until  his  death  engaged  in  Gospel  work,  lie 
died  in  Canandaigua,  N.  Y.,in  1870,  at  the  age  of 
eighty-four  years.  He  had  fought  in  the  Wav  of 
1812,  and  was  a  strong-. Abolitionist,  taking  an 
active  part  in  the  suppression  of  slavery.  He  voted 
first  with  the  Whig  party,  and  afterward  became  a 
stalwart  Republican.  His  wife  died  in  New  York 
about  twenty  years  before  the  death  of  her  hus¬ 
band.  They  were  the  parents  of  eight  children, 
four  of  whom  r-e  yet  living,  and  are  married. 

We  now  take  up  the  personal  history  of  our 
subjeet,  wlm  was  yet  quite  young  when  his  parents 
removed  to  Look  port.  Later  he  went  with  the  fam- 
I  ily  to  Lima,  Livingston  County,  N.  Y„  where  lie 
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teacher.  He  there  followed  that  profession  for 
some  years  before  coming  Westward.  He  was  a 
young  man  of  twenty- two  years  when  he  arrived 
in  Rockford,  Here  lie  engaged  in  teaching  for 
about  two  and  a  half  years,  and  then  became  in¬ 
terested  in  the  erection  of  the.  first  sawmill  built 
on  the  Rock  River  at  this  place,  and  the  construc¬ 
tion  of  the  first  dam.  lie  has  taken  quite  an  active 
part  in  the  upbuilding  and  development  of  the 
city,  and  his  name  is  inseparably  connected  noth 
its  history.  lie  is  now  laying  out  in  lots  the  land 
which  he  purchased  here  in  1845.  lie  has  been  as¬ 
sociated  with  some  of  the  leading  enterprises  of 
Rockford,  ami  is  now  a  stockholder  and  Director 
of  the  lhirial  Case  Company,  and  a  stockholder 
and  Vice-president  of  the  Air  Brush  Company, 
which  was  established  some  ten  years  ago,  and  is 
now  doing  an  extensive  business,  having  gained  a 
wide  reputation.  Although  business  has  largely 
occupied  his  attention,  Mr.  Gregory  has  yet  found 
lime  to  devote  to  those  interests  which  arc  calcu¬ 
lated  for  the  moral  benefit  of  the  city.  He  has 
long  been  an  advocate  of  temperance  principles, 
and  now  votes  with  the  Prohibition  party. 

Air.  Gregory  was  married,  in  Rockford,  to  Miss 
Lucy  E.  Spafford,  who  was  born  in  St,  Lawrence 
County,  N.  Y,,  December  18,  1881,  was  educated 
in  the  Rockford  Seminary,  and  died  at  her  home 
in  this  city,  July  2,  1888.  Her  parents  were  Dan 
and  Julia  (Galloway)  Spafford,  early  settlers  of 
Rockford,  of  1844.  Her  father  was  a  printer  here 
for  many  years,  and  was  well  known  among  the 
pioneers  of  the  county,  ‘Thiele  Dan”  and  “Aunt 
Julia”  were  household  words  with  many,  and  they 
had  the  love  and  esteem  of  all  who  knew  them. 
Airs.  Spafford  was  an  Episcopalian.  Both  lived  to 
an  advanced  age. 

Airs.  Gregory  was  one  of  quite  a  large  family. 
She  was  a  cultured  and  refined  lady,  highly  es¬ 
teemed  for  her  many  excellencies  of  character,  and 
was  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  At  her 
death  she  loft  five  children,  and  one  son,  Charles, 
had  died  in  infancy.  The  living  are  Edward,  a 
member  of  the  firm  of  Springer  &  Gregory,  plumb¬ 
ers  and  pump  manufacturers.  He  married  Eveline 
Clmney,  and  after  her  death  wedded  Laura  J,  Pot¬ 
ter.  Carrol  S.,  who  was  educated  in  Beloit,  Wis., 


and  is  now  a  plumber  of  tlmt  city,  married  Jennie 
Waterman;  l)r.  Lewis  L.,  who  married  Sarah 
Throckmorton,  is  a  prominent  physician  of  Chi¬ 
cago;  Kiltie  C.  is  the  wife  of  George  N.  Kafford,  a 
leading  lumberman  of  Rockford;  George  B.,  who 
completes  the  family,  is  a  clerk  and  book-keeper 
for  tlvo  Love  Manufacturing  Company.  The  Grig¬ 
ory  family  is  well  and  favorably  known  in  Rock¬ 
ford,  tad  the  father  is  one  of  its  loading  and  in¬ 
fluential  citizens.  He  now  resides  at  No,  801  South 
First  Street,  where  he  has  a  comfortable  home  and 
is  practically  living  a  retired  life. 

_  _ _ 

/QUARLES  0,  and  GUSTAVE  E.  EMERSON 
(£ \/il  fU’°  !UOin*H:i's  the  firm  of  Emerson,  Win- 

quist  &  Co.,  general  blacksmiths,  horse- 
shoers,  and  wagon  and  carriage  repairers  and 
manufacturers,  located  at  No.  904  Fifth  Avenue, 
where  they  have  a  largo  and  well-arranged  build¬ 
ing  for  their  business,  05x00  feet,  recently  erected 
by  themselves. 

These  brothers  have  been  residents  of  the.  United 
States  since  1809,  when  they  came  with  their  par¬ 
ents,  and  sis  a  family  located  at  Attica,  Ind,  A 
year  later,  the  father,  Jonas  Emerson,  died,  when 
about  forty  years  of  age.  lie  pursued  the  calling 
of  an  agriculturist,  and  was  fairly  successful  in  this 
occupation,  lie  was  a  member  of  the  State  Church. 
The  wife  and  mother  is  still  living,  and  finds  a 
comfortable  heme  with  her  children  in  Rockford. 
She  is  now  Mxty-four  years  of  ago,  and  a  member 
of  the  Swedish  Alission  Chinch.  Of  the  six  chil¬ 
dren  born  to  her  marriage,  three  sons  and  three 
daughters,  one,  John  A.,  died  a  few  days  after 
landing  in  this  country,  Another  child,  Augusta, 
died  a  few  years  later  at  Lafayette,  Ind.  The  eld¬ 
est  living  is  Emma,  wife  of  William  II,  Ilallen,  of 
Little  Rock,  Ark.;  Mary  C.  Imcamc  the  wife  of 
James  L.  Peterson,  and  now  resides  in  this  city, 
her  husband  being  a  contractor  and  builder. 

G.  E.  Emerson,  of  this  notice,  has  resided  in 
Rockford  since  December  21,  1890,  and  came  from 
Chicago,  where  he  had  followed  his  trade,  learned 
in  Lafayette,  Ind.  Sunw  their  residence  in  this 
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city,  they  lmvo  become  equal  stockholders  in  the 
Mantel  and  Furniture  Company,  and  are  practical 
and  experienced  young  business  men. 

Our  subjects  are  natives  of  Jonkoping  Lan,  Smo- 
land  Province,  Sweden,  the  former  bom  in  1861, 
and  the  latter  September  17,  18G3,  Charles  O. 
Emerson  is  a  skilled  wood-worker  by  trade.  lie 
wedded  Miss  Iluldah  .Johnson,  of  Lafayette,  I ml., 
and  they  have  a  bright  little  daughter,  Ruth  O. 
OustaveE.  is  a  single  man,  and  is  also  a  skillful 
workman.  Both  the  Emerson  boys  are  noted  for 
their  integrity,  ability  and  enterprise,  and  are  very 
popular  and  respected  in  business  circles.  They 
are  ardent  supporters  of  the  Republican  party,  in 
their  political  views.  The  entire  family  holds  mem¬ 
bership  in  the  Swedish  Mission  Church. 


il[  „  ARRY  DOOLITTLE,  who  was  born  October 
tnj)  2-1,1 8 if),  in  Boston,  Erie  County,  N.  Y., 
is  ntnv  a  well-known  farmer  of  Guilford 
(fp  Township,  Winnebago  County,  residing  on 
section  1 1.  ills  parents,  Calvin  and  Susanna 
(('ary)  Doolittle.,  were,  natives  of  New  York  and  of 
English  extraction.  On  emigrating  Westward  at 
an  early  day  they  settled  in  Marion  County,  Mich., 
and  two  years  afterwards  came  to  Harlem,  111.,  lo¬ 
cating  on  Government  land  which  had  not  yet 
come  into  the  market  and  was  still  unsurveyed. 

Our  subject  had  come  to  Illinois  two  years  pre¬ 
vious,  and  in  the  spring  of  1835  made  a  squatter’s 
claim  of  about  two  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of 
land  in  what  is  now  Harlem  Township,  near  the 
mouth  of  Willow  Creek.  lie  located  upon  this 
land  and  commenced  its  improvement.  In  May, 
1838,  lie  was  united  in  marriage  with  Catherine 
Stedman,  a  native  of  Massachusetts,  and  a  daughter 
of  Austin  and  Sarah  (Burbank)  Stedman,  both  of 
whom  were  from  New  England,  Her  father  died 
when  she  was  an  infant  and  her  mother  afterward 
removed  to  Cattaraugus  County,  N.  Y.,  where  Mrs. 
Doolittle  spent  the  days  of  her  maidenhood. 
They  came  to  Illinois  in  1838,  and  Mrs.  Stedman 
died  in  this  State  at  the  age  of  seventy,  leaving  a 
small  family. 

In  1856,  Mr.  Doolittle  sold  his  farm  in  llarlem 


Township  for  §30  per  acre  and  bought  a  farm  of 
one,  hundred  and  fifty  acres  on  section  11,  Guil¬ 
ford  Township,  for  which  lie  paid  about  §20  per 
acre.  The  log  cabin  upon  it  was  soon  replaced  by 
a  commodious  residence,  good  barns  were  built, 
other  improvements  made,  and  two  hundred  and 
forty  acres  were  added  to  the  estate.  At  present 
lie  owns  a  iinely-impiuved  and  valuable  farm  of 
one  hundred  and  twelve  acres,  in  addition  to 
which  be  lias  a  quarter-section  of  land  in  Cerro 
Gordo  County,  Iowa.  He  is  now  practically  living 
a  retired  life,  in  the  enjoyment  of  a  rest  which  he 
lias  so  truly  earned  and  richly  deserves.  lie  spends 
his  time  at  his  home  and  with  his  children. 

The  Doolittle  family  numbered  live  sons  and 
five  daughters,  of  whom  three  are  now  deceased: 
Calvin,  who  died  at  the  age  of  three  and  a  half  years; 
Sarah,  who  died  on  her  thirteenth  birthday;  and 
Julia,  who  became  the  wife  of  A.  J.  Turner,  and 
i  .lied  at  the  age  of  thirty-live,  leaving  a  son  who 
I  was  killed  at  Niger  Wells,  Arizona,  and  a  daugh¬ 
ter.  The  living  arc  Mary  C.,  now  Mrs.  Beamer; 
Philetus  W.;  Elizabeth  S.,  wife  of  E.  B.  Fuller,  who 
resides  on  the  Iowa  farm;  Amzi  L.;  Edward;  Aus- 
;  tin,  of  California,  and  Laura,  wife  of  A.  C.  Ketchunu 
:  of  Michigan.  The  mother  of  this  family  died 
|  January  12,  1882.  She  was  a  most  estimable  lady 
!  and  had  many  warm  friends  throughout  the  eo'm- 
i  munity.  Mr.  Doolittle  is  a  well-known  citizen  of 
1  Winnebago  County,  where  he  has  so  long  made 
his  home.  lie  is  numbered  among  its  honored 
pioneers,  for  more  than  half  a  century  lias  passed 
i  since  ho  located  within  its  borders, 
j  The  portrait  of  Mr.  Doolittle  accompanies  this 
!  sketch  of  bis  life. 


il7  CMPL1REY  S.  JENN1SON.  In  giving 
iny,  honor  to  whom  honor  is  due,  we  should 
not.  neglect  II.  S.  Jenuison,  who  began  life 
(©)  empty-handed  and  has  accumulated  a  good 
property  by  dint  of  energetic  and  well-directed 
efforts,  lie  is  living  at  the  present  time  in  Du¬ 
rand,  where  lie  is  retired  from  business  of  any 
kind,  and  where  lie  has  a  neat  home,  well  supplied 
with  all  the  comforts  and  many  of  the  luxuries  of 
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life.  Our  subject  is  a  pioneer  of  Winnebago 
County,  having'  located  in  what  is  now  Laona 
Township  in  the  spring  of  1855,  and  has  thus 
been  an  eye-witness  to  the  wonderful  develop¬ 
ment  of  this  section,  in  the  bringing  about  of  which 
he  has  been  no  unimportant  factor. 

Born  in  Swautbn,  Vt.,  June  15,  1823,  ho  of 
whom  we  write  is  the  son  of  Joseph  and  Theoda 
(Barber)  Jennison,  natives  of  New  England.  The 
parents  were  farmers,  and  the  father,  who  was  born 
March  15,  1791,  died  in  January,  1856,  The 
mother  of  our  subject  survived  her  husband  many 
years  and  departed  this  life  in  Howard  County, 
Iowa,  in  1889,  at  the  advanced  age  of  ninety-one 
years.  William  Jennison,  grandfather  of  our  sub¬ 
ject,  was  born  April  12,  1758,  in  Massachusetts, 
and  married  Sarah  Sumner,  who  was  born  May  6, 
1764,  in  the  same  State.  They  were  the  parents 
of  nine  children,  viz:  Elizabeth,  Joseph  S.,  Na¬ 
hum  E.,  Charles  II.,  William  1).,  Israel  S.,  Saiali 
S.,  Daniel  W.  and  Erastus  G.  William  Jennison’s 
maternal  grandfather  was  J&sse  Barber,  born  Janu¬ 
ary  16,  1766,  and  married  to  Ilepsibah  Humphrey, 
born  June  24,  1767.  They  were  the  parents  of 
nine  children,  viz:  Roswell,  Ilepsibah,  Aehoah, 
Giles,  Theoda,  Laura,  Theophilus,  Jesse  and  Diana, 

The  seven  children  included  in  the  parental 
family  were:  Caroline,  who  was  born  in  1821.  and 
died  in  1842;  our  subject,  who  is  the  second  in 
order  of  birth;  Samuel  W.,  whose  birth  occurred 
October  16,  1825,  is  a  farmer  and  wheelwright, 
making  his  home  in  Sheldon,  Vt.;  Sarah  S.,  who 
was  horn  December  26,  1827,  was  married  to 
George  S.  Hastings,  and  died  in  Canada,  Decem¬ 
ber  24,1881;  Lucy  W.,  who  was  born  July  15, 
1830,  is  Mrs.  James  A.  Crittenden  and  makes  her 
home  in  Wentworth,  Iowa;  Allen  B.,  who  was 
born  February  23,  1832,  is  unmarried  and  makes 
his  home  in  Howard  County,  Iowa;  Charles,  who 
was  born  November  5,  1834,  is  also  living  in  that 
county. 

Humphrey  S.  Jennison  was  reared  on  the  home 
farm,  and  April  6,  1846,  was  married  to  Calista  ,T. 
Olds.  The  lady  was  born  in  St.  Albans,  Vt.,  Feb¬ 
ruary  12,  1825,  and  is  the  daughter  of  Elias  and 
Abigail  (Orourtt)  Olds,  natives  of  New  England. 
Her  father  was  a  farmer  and  after  marriage  re¬ 


sided  in  Vermont,  where  the  decease  of  both  par¬ 
ents  occurred  in  Swan  ton.  Elias  Olds  was  born 
February  23,  1778,  and  died  January  19,  1869; 
his  wife,  who  was  born  March  29, 1789,  died  April 
8,  1817.  Mrs.  Jennison  was  one  in  a  family  of 
six  children:  Louisa,  whose  birth  occurred  Janu- 
uary  24,  1811,  was  married  to  Henry  Sharp  and 
died  at  Defiance,  Ohio,  September  10,  1834;  Caro¬ 
line,  who  was  bom  March  10,  1813,  became  the 
wife  of  Henry  L.  Brainard  and  died  in  St.  Albans, 
Vt.,  July  11,  1882;  Roxa,  who  was  born  June  lf>, 
1815,  married  Henry  Sharp  and  makes  her  home 
in  Ft.  Wayne,  Ind.;  Samuel  N.,  who  was  bom 
June  24,  1818,  resides  in  St.  Joseph,  Ind.;  Calista 
J.  is  the  wife  of  our  subject,  and  Henry  E.,  who 
was  born  January  31,  1827,  departed  this  life  at 
Delphi,  Ind.,  January  12,  1871. 

After  his  marriage,  our  subject  owned  and  lo¬ 
cated  on  a  farm  in  Franklin  County,  Vt.,  where  lie 
made  his  home  until  1855,  at  which  time  he  con¬ 
cluded  to  try  his  '■  7 tune  in  the  West,  and,  upon 
locating  in  Ilk  settled  in  Laona  Township. 
His  first  purchase  of  land  consisted  of  eighty  acres, 
which  he  improved  and  later  sold.  In  1857,  he 
became  the  owner  of  one  hundred  and  eighty  acres 
in  the  same  township,  which  ho  improved  and 
lived  upon  until  1881.  That  year  lie  sold  his 
farm  to  his  son  and,  removing  to  Durand,  has 
since  lived  retired  in  a  pleasant  home. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  JonnLon  are  the  parents  of  four 
children:  Charles  II.,  who  was  boru  February  It, 
1850,  married  Rebecca  Winchester  and  resides  in 
Riecvillc,  Iowa,  being  the  father  of  four  children: 
Myrton  S.,  Blanch,  Harry  and  Bessie.  Louise.  S„ 
who  was  bom  October  31,  1855,  was  the  wife  of 
Edward  Norton,  of  Laona,  and  had  a  family  of 
four  children:  Herbert,  Arthur,  Carrie  and  Mil- 
burn;  she  died  May  6,  1892.  Carrie  E.,  who  was 
born  March  25,  I860,  is  now  Mrs.  Archibald  Mor¬ 
gan  and  makes  her  home  in  Howard  County,  Iowa, 
where  she  also  has  a  family  of  three  children: 
Louise,  Mildred  and  Fred.  Mattie  ().,  who  was 
born  December  3,  1861,  married  Frank  Sheik. 

In  his  political  relations,  Mr.  Jennison,  though 
formerly  a  Republican,  now  votes  with  the.  Pro¬ 
hibition  party.  His  wife,  who  is  a  member  of  the 
Congregational  Church,  is  a  most  amiable  and 
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kind-hearted  lady,  making  a  happy  home  for  her 
husband.  Our  subject,  who  has  accumulated  a 
handsome  property,  is  generous  with  his  means, 
ever  ready  to  do  a  favor,  and  is  well  liked  by  his 
neighbors. 


ELISHA  L.  WOODRUFF.  Prominently 
connected  with  the  institutions  of  Rock- 
;  ford  as  one  of  its  leading  business  men, 
associated  with  the  lumber  interests  of  the  place 
under  the  firm  title  of  Woodruff  it  Maguire,  and 
carrying  on  an  extensive  and  lucrative  business,  is 
the  gentleman  whose  name  introduces  these  para¬ 
graphs.  Tie  first  came  to  this  oily  in  1851,  and 
after  spending  some  years  in  the  employ  of  differ¬ 
ent  companies,  went  to  Peeatoniea  and  established 
a  lumber  yard  in  the  latter  part  of  the  ’50s,  re¬ 
maining  thus  engaged  until  after  the  close  of  the 
Rebellion. 

In  18Gf>,  Mr.  Woodruff  returned  to  Rockford 
and  most  of  the  ensuing  years  has  been  engaged 
in  business  as  a  lumber  dealer,  Ins  stock  consisting 
of  a  full  line  of  hard  and  soft  lumber  and  house¬ 
building  supplies.  He  is  also  closely  identified 
with  other  important  organizations  of  the  city, 
being  President  of  the  Forest  City  Electric  Light 
and  Power  Company;  Vice-President  of  the  Second 
National  Rank;  Director  in  the  Rockford  Fire  In¬ 
surance  Company;  Director  in  the  Rockford  Shoe 
Company,  and  the  Rockford  Tuck  Company,  and 
President  of  the  Rockford  Plow  Company,  besides 
being  a  stockholder  in  various  other  corporations 
of  the  city. 

To  learn  more  fully  the  important  events  in  the 
life  of  a  gentleman  who  is  so  prominently  con¬ 
nected  with  the  best  interests  of  Rockford,  will  he 
interesting  and  useful  to  the  render.  Mr,  Wood¬ 
ruff  was  born  in  New  Marlborough,  Berkshire 
County,  Mass,,  June  21,  1820.  Ilis  grandfather, 
John  Woodruff,  removed  with  his  wife  and  chil¬ 
dren  from  Connecticut  to  the  hills  of  Berkshire 
County,  where  he  was  an  early  set  tier  and  operated 
as  a  farmer,  Members  of  the  Woodruff  family 
were  soldiers  in  the  War  of  If  12, 

At  the  time  of  the  removal  to  Massachusetts, 
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Elisha  Woodruff,  father  of  our  subject,  was  a  lad 
of  six  years,  and  he  grew  to  manhood  amid  the 
scenes  of  Berkshire  County.  After  ids  marriage, 
which  united  him  with  Miss  Phoebe  Lewis,  a  worthy 
lady  of  Gorman  descent,  he  settled  on  a  Massa¬ 
chusetts  farm  and  devoted  his  attention  to  tilling 
the.  soil.  When  their  children  were  grown  to  ma¬ 
ture  years,  the  father  and  mother  came  West  to 
Rockford,  where  they  spent  their  last  days,  both 
passing  away  at  the  age  of  seventy-three,  his  dealli 
occurring  in  tlm  fall  of  1801),  and  her  decease  tak¬ 
ing  place  in  the  winter  of  18(55.  They  were  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Congregational  Church,  and  active 
Workers  in  religious  causes. 

The  boyhood  days  of  our  subject  were  passed  in 
a  comparatively  uneventful  manner,  and  when  he 
reached  man’s  estate,  he  was  married  in  his  native 
county  to  Miss  Emeline  Beach.  Mrs.  Woodruff 
was  born  and  reared  in  Berkshire  County,  Mass., 
the  daughter  of  Deacon  Gideon  Beach,  a  prominent 
member  of  the  Congregational  Church,  and  a  farmer 
of  Berkshire  County,  where  his  entire,  life  was 
passed.  After  his  death,  his  widow  removed  to 
Illinois  and  spent  her  last  days  with  her  daughter, 
Emeline,  in  Rockford,  her  death  occurring  when 
she  was  about  four-score.  Two  of  her  children 
survive:  Sirs.  Woodruff,  and  Mrs.  Julia  Under¬ 
wood,  of  Berkshire  County,  Mass.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Woodruff  are  actively  identified  with  the  Congre¬ 
gational  Church  as  faithful  members,  and  are  prom¬ 
inent  in  the  social  circles  of  the  city. 

In  his  political  affiliations,  Mr.  Woodruff  is  an 
advocate  of  the  Prohibition  party  and  its  princi¬ 
ples.  lie  has  served  as  Alderman  of  the  Fourth 
Ward,  and  has  been  called  by  his  fellow-citizens  to 
other  positions  of  trust  and  honor,  lie  and  his 
wife  are  the  parents  of  two  children:  Adella  M.. 
wife  of  George  W.  Maguire,  of  the  firm  of  Wood¬ 
ruff  it  Maguire,  lumber  dealers;  and  George  L. 
who  married  Fannie  Stevens  and  lives  in  Rock¬ 
ford, where  he  is  a  Director  in,  and  Asskiant  Cashier 
of,  the  Second  National  Bank.  Mr.  Maguire,  oui 
subject’s  son-in-law  and  partner,  was  horn  am 
reared  in  Vermont,  and  has  resided  in  (his  eU\ 
since  1854.  lie  is  Director  in  the  following  com 
panics:  Rockford  Insurance  Company;  Hess  A 
Hopkins  Leather  Company;  Rockford  Tack  Com 
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puny;  John  P.  Manny  Mower  Company;  and  lie  is 
prominently  associated  with  the  foremost  interests 
of  the  city. 

During  the  Civil  War,  Mr.  Maguire  enlisted  in 
the  service  of  the  country  as  a  member  of  Com¬ 
pany  I),  Eleventh  Illinois  Infantry,  under  Col.  W. 
II.  L.  Wallace  and  Capt.  W.  L.  Kevins,  command¬ 
ing.  Company  D  was  the  second  company  raised 
in  the  State,  and  the  first  in  the  city  and  county  to 
offer  service  to  the  Government.  For  three  months 
the  regiment  participated  actively  in  various  en¬ 
gagements,  and  at  the  expiration  of  the  term  of 
enlistment,  was  honorably  discharged.  Returning 
.  home,  Mr.  Maguire  again  enlisted  as  a  member  of 
Company  K,  First  Illinois  Cavalry,  which  was  Gen. 
Steele’s  body-guard  on  special  detached  service, 
remaining  in  that  capacity  for  almost  two  years. 
After  the  battle  of  Lexington,  the  company  was 
discharged,  Mr.  Maguire  having  served  as  a  com¬ 
missioned  officer.  lie  re-enlisted  in  Company  C, 
One  Hundred  and  Forty-sixth  Illinois  Infantry, 
and  served  as  Captain  until  the  close  of  the  war, 
when  lie  was  honorably  discharged.  He  is  now  an 
active  member  of  the  G.  L.  Kevins  Post  Ko.  1, 
G.  A.  It.,  at  Rockford. 

s|  jfcILLIAM  MoKINLEY,  who  is  numbered 
1  'kill  am01,»  honored  early  settlers  of  Win- 
\ysff  nebago  County,  is  now  living  a  retired 
life  at  No.  605  £  North  Horseman  Street,  Rockford. 

^  He  was  born  in  Adams  County,  Pa.,  January  1(5, 
181G,  and  was  reared  at  Ft.  Deposit,  Md.,  until  six¬ 
teen  years  of  age,  when  he  came  to  Illinois,  settling 
in  Madison  County  about  the  time  of  the  Indian 
war,  in  which  the  red  men  were  commanded  by  Black 
Hawk.  He  was  employed  in  a  lumber  office  from 
1854  until  185G,  in  Rockford,  and  in  the  latter 
year  was  elected  Township  and  City  Collector.  In 
1858,  with  what  money  he  had  made,  he  went 
to  Missouri,  invested  in  land  in  Benton  County 
and  began  making  a  home.  But  about  two  years 
later,  it  was  found  out  that  lie  had  voted  for  Abra¬ 
ham  Lincoln,  and  lie  was  waited  upon  by  the  vigi¬ 
lance  committee  and  told  that  he  was  no  longer 
wanted  in  the  county  or  State.  So,  leaving  all  his 


possessions,  lie  and  his  wife  and  children,  with  a 
wagon  and  mule  team,  started  to  return  to  Illinois 
with  only  $5  in  monoy.  His  funds  gave  out  and 
he  did  not  know  what  to  dy,  but  found  a  friend  in 
the  banker  of  Macomb,  Ill.,  who, .although  he  was 
a  stranger,  loaned  him  money  to  buy  food  for  his 
family.  At  length  he  arrived  in  Rockford,  and 
has  since  been  numbered  among  its  valued  and 
prominent  citizens. 

In  Madison  County,  III,  Mr.  McKinley  wedded 
Miss  Matilda  A.  Waller,  a  native  of  Kentucky,  who 
went  to  Madison  County  at  an  early  day.  After 
their  marriage,  they  removed  to  Jo  Daviess  County, 
and  subsequently  settled  in  Owen  Township,  Win¬ 
nebago  County,  where  Mr.  McKinley  engaged  in 
fanning.  His  wife  died  in  middle  life,  leaving 
three  children:  John  R. died  from  a  wound  received 
at  Kcnesaw  Mountain,  while  fighting  for  the  Union. 
He  was  a  recruiting  member  of  the  Noventy-foiirlh 
Illinois  Infantry.  He  bore  much  painful  sickness, 
and  his  death  occurred  at  Chattanooga.  Mary  E. 
is  now  the  wife  of  J.  F.  Woodring,  a  resident  of 
Waverly,  Iowa;  and  L.  J.,  who  wedded  Miss  Mary 
Kirby,  is  a  farmer  of  Green  County,  Wis. 

Mr.  McKinley  was  again  married,  his  second 
union  being  with  Miss  Mercy  L,  Nichols.  Him  w:ts 
bom  and  reared  in  Batavia,  N.  Y.,  and  when  a 
young  lady  came  to  the  West.  She  proved  a  true 
and  faithful  helpmate  to  her  husband,  and  her 
death,  which  occurred  in  February,  1885,  was  sadly 
mourned.  She  was  the  mother  of  six  children,  one 
of  whom  died  in  infancy.  The  living  are:  Frances, 
widow  of  Edward  Minard,  of  Rockford;  Alice,  wife 
of  W.  R.  Ivcyt,  a  contractor  and  builder  of  this 
city;  Eva  J,.,  at  home;  Bertha  lb,  who  formerly 
engaged  in  teaching,  but  is  now  clerking  in  llm 
dry  goods  house  of  J.  W.  Fish;  (’ora,  wife  of  Harry 
K.  Crandall,  a  grocery  clerk  of  Rockford,  and 
Edith  A.,  wife  of  George  A.  Bruner,  of  Waterloo, 
Iowa. 

Mr.  McKinley  is  a  member  of  the  Methodist 
Church,  to  winch  his  wives  also  belonged.  After 
his  return  to  Rockford,  he  engaged  in  buying  and 
shipping  grain  from  1868  until  1871,  as  a  partner 
of  J.  B,  Agard.  He  subsequently  purchased  a 
grocery  store,  ou  Stale  Street,  whore  he  carried  on 
business  successfully  for  thirteen  years,  since  which 
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time  no  linn  lived  a  retired  life.  He  is  a  stand i  sup¬ 
porter  of  Die  Prohibition  party,  and  is  a  faithful 
•worker and  active  member  of  the  Methodist  Church, 
with  which  lie  has  been  oilicinlly  connected  for 
more  than  forty  years.  To  its  support  lie  has  con¬ 
tributed  liberally,  and  lias  done  much  for  its 
growth  and  upbuilding.  Ilis  life  has  been  well 
and  worthily  spent,  and  he  has  thereby  won  the 
eon  11  den cc  and  high  regard  of  all  with  whom  lie 
lias  come  in  contact.  For  many  long  years  he  has 
been  identified  with  the  history  of  this  community, 
and  is  well  deserving  of  a  representation  in  this 
volume. 


Sii 


OIIN  SPRAGUE.  As  one  of  the  well-to-do 
agriculturists  of  Boone  County,  who  materi- 
I  ally  contributed  to  develop  its  rich  agricul¬ 


tural  resources,  and  as  an  early  settler  of 
Flora  Township,  where  he  built  up  for  himself  and 
family  a  desirable  home,  Mr.  Sprague  is  well 
worthy  of  representation  in  this  volume,  and  wo 
me  pleased  to  invite  the  reader’s  attention  to  his 
portrait  and  the  following  brief  account  of  his  life, 
Oneida  County,  N.  Y.,  urns  his  birthplace,  the  date 
thereof  being  March  7,  1831.  His  father,  Eleazor 
Sprague,  was  for  a  number  of  years  a  resident  of 
Batavia,  where  lie  kept  an  hotel.  He  later  emi¬ 
grated  to  Michigan  and  resided  for  a  time,  near 
Grand  Rapids.  Ilis  next  removal  was  to  this 
county,  where  lie  resided  for  a  twelvemonth,  and 
then  took  up  his  abode  in  Cherry  Valley  Township, 
Winnebago  County,  where  ho  was  residing  at  the 
time  of  his  decease. 

Our  subject’s  m oilier,  who  was  known  in  Her 
maidenhood  as  Emily  Burleigh,  was  horn  in  Beth¬ 
any,  Genesee  County,  N.  Y.,  on  Urn  Uli  of  Decem¬ 
ber,  1800,  and  departed  this  life  at  the  home  of 
our  subject.  John,  of  this  sketch,  was  about  fifteen 
years  of  age  when  Ins  parents  moved  to  Michigan, 
and  two  years  later  lie  started  out  in  the  world  on 
his  own  responsibility.  He  was  variously  engaged, 
and,  being  industrious  and  economical,  invested 
his  money  in  Wisconsin  land  and  thus  acquired  a 
good  start  in  life.  In  18(11,  he  came  to  Boone 
County  and,  locating  in  Flora  Township,  purchased 
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eight-  acres  of  land  on  section  22,  which  was  his 
home  for  a  number  of  years,  lie  then  sold  that 
tract  and  became  the  proprietor  of  the  estate 
where  his  family  now  reside  and  where  his  demise 
occurred  in  1884, 

The  lady  to  whom  our  subject  was  married 
September  ^  1866,  was  Martha  J.,  daughter  of 
Isaac  Swain.  She  was  born  in  Lockport,  Niagara 
Comity,  N.  Y.,  while  her  father  had  his  birth  in 
Pennsylvania.  The  latter-named  gentleman  was  a 
son  of  Isaac  Swain,  Sr.,  who  was  bora  in  England, 
where  he  was  reared  and  married,  and  on  coming 
to  America  settled  in  the  Keystone  State.  From 
there,  he  removed  to  Niagara  County,  N.  Y.,  and 
died  on  his  farm  fourteen  miles  from  the  Falls. 

The  father  of  Mrs.  Sprague  was  reared  in  Penn¬ 
sylvania  and  when  a  young  man  went  to  New 
York  State  and  after  marriage  located  upon  a  farm 
in  Niagara  County  for  which  he  paid  85  per  acre, 
lie.  cleared  and  improved  a  part  of  it  which  was 
his  abiding  place  until  1810;  then,  with  his  wife  and 
seven  children,  he  came,  via  the  Lakes  to  Chicago, 
thence  by  team  to  McIIenry  County,  this  State. 
He  entered  a  tract  of  Government  land  in  Marengo 
Township,  and  eroding  a  log  house  on  the  place 
there  established  his  family.  The  products  of  his 
farm  were  hauled  by  ox-teams  to  Chicago  to 
market.  lie  erected  a  good  and  substantial  set  of 
buildings  on  his  estate,  where  his  death  occurred. 
Mrs.  Sprague’s  mother  was  a  native  of  New  York 
State  and  died  on  the  home  farm  in  Marengo 
Township. 

To  our  subject  and  his  wife  have  been  horn  live 
children:  Maud,  Edna,  Gertrude,  Alberta,  and 
Pearl. 


NGl’S  MeLEAN.  \Yo  are  pleased  to  give 
'BfA  in  this  volume  many  sketches  of  estimable 
ill  W  Scottish-' merican  citizens,  who  have  done 
i 0J  much  excellent  work  in  helping  to  develop 

the  various  resources  of  the  county.  There  arc 
sterling  qualities  about  the  nationality  that  lit 
them  for  almost  any  occupation.  Mr.  McLean  was 
bora  in  Argyloshiro,  Scotland,  in  1827,  and  His 
parents,  Duncan  and  Margaret  (Johnson)  McLean, 
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were  natives  of  that  country  also.  There  the  father 
■svas  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits,  and  followed 
this  occupation  all  his  life.  lie  died  there  when 
ninety- two  years  of  age.  hut  the  mother  died  when 
about  middle  age.  Of  the  eight  children  horn  to 
them,  four  were  sons  and  four  daughters:  Margaret 
married  in  Scotland;  John,  at  St.  Lous,  Mo.;  Mary 
died  young;  Duncan  died  young;  Agnes  is  mar¬ 
ried,  and  resides  in  .Scotland;  Angus,  our  subject; 
Donald  was  a  volunteer  in  the  army,  and  among 
the  missing;  and  Katie  married  in  Scotland. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  grew  to  manhood  in 
his  native  conn  try,  and  when  starting  out  to  light 
life’s  battles  for  himself,  he  very  naturally  selected 
the  business  to  which  he  had  been  reared,  agri¬ 
culture,  and  has  never  regretted  his  choice  for  ho 
has  been  unusually  successful.  He  was  married,  in 
his  native  country,  to  Miss  B.  McIntyre,  of  the 
same  place,  and  in  1858,  led  by  the  promises  of 
the  great  prairies  of  this  country,  he  and  his  family 
crossed  the  wide  waters  to  American  soil.  They 
had  very  little  to  start  with,  but  the  desire  to  have 
a  home  stirred  them  up  to  great  exertion,  and  after 
coming  here  Mr.  McLean  worked  by  the  month 
for  six  years.  In  this  time  they  had  accumulated 
$800,  and  then  bought  the  farm  they  had  rented 
the  first  year,  paying  $30  per  acre  for  two  hundred 
acres.  The  comfortable  mode  of  life  which  he  and 
his  family  are  at  the  present  time  able  to  enjoy  is 
entirely  due  to  the  indomitable  perseverance  and 
energy  of  Mr.  McLean  and  his  industrious  wife, 
for,  as  mentioned  before,  they  had  very  little  to 
commence  with,  in  fact,  what  little  they  had  was 
baldly  worth  mentioning. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  McLean  have  seven  living  children, 
but  lost  a  son,  John,  at  the  age  of  twenty-live.  lie 
was  injured  by  the  railroad  ears  in  the  fail  of  1881, 
and  died  from  the  effects.  The  living  children  are 
as  follows:  Duncan  B.,  born  in  1858;  Daniel 
B.,  born  in  I860,  now  resides  in  Nebraska;  An¬ 
gus  was  born  in  1862;  Peter,  in  1801;  David,  in 
I860;  Hugh,  in  I860,  and  Barbara,  in  1878,  All 
the  children  are  either  at  home  or  very  near,  and 
are  industrious  and  upright.  They  have  all  re¬ 
ceived  good  educational  advantages  and  are  well 
thought  of  by  all.  The  family  hold  membership 
in  the  Presbyterian  Church,  In  polities,  Mr. 


McLean  is  a  Republican  but  not  a  strict  partisan. 
He  is  engaged  in  general  farming  and  raises  hogs, 
sheep,  horses  and  cattle.  He  keeps  about  twenty 
good  cows  and  soils  milk  to  the  cream cuy.  Of  the 
cereals,  he  raises  barley,  rye,  corn,  oats,  but  no 
wheat.  He  is  successful  and  progressive  and  one 
of  the  foremost  farmers  of  hfjs  township. 

aaaBg%aifeg  I 

IWLLIAM  H.  WAIT.  This  representative 
\J  citizen  of  Spring  Township,  Boone  County, 
was  born  in  Warren,  Greene  County,  N.  Y., 
October  28,  1820,  and  is  Hie  son  of  Henry  and 
Polly  (Warren)  Wait.  The  father,  who  was  horn 
in  Rutland  County,  Yt.,  came  to  this  section  as 
early  as  1846,  and  died  at  the  home  of  his  son-in- 
law,  George  Reed,  aged  ninety-one  years.  Mrs. 
Wait,  who  was  also  a  native  of  the  same  place  as 
was  her  husband,  died  in  this  county  at  the  ago  of 
oighty-one  years.  The  grandparents  of  our  sub¬ 
ject,  on  both  sides  of  the  house,  were  natives  of 
Vermont,  and  reared  large  families  of  children. 

William  H.  Wait,  when  twenty-two  years  of  age, 
came  West  and  took  up  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  of  wild  land  in  Spring  Township.  The  trip 
hither  was  made  from  Pennsylvania  overland  with 
team,  and  when  arriving  here,  our  subject  had  hut 
seventy-five  cents  in  money.  He  erected  a  house 
on  his  farm,  in  which  the  family,  who  followed  him 
two  years  thereafter,  lived  for  seven  years. 

He  of  whom  we  write  was  married  February  22, 
1855,  to  Miss  Nancy  C.  Kellogg,  who  was  born  in 
Rutland  County,  Yt.,  May  15,  1830.  She  was  the 
daughter  of  Orlando  Kellogg,  also  a  native  of  Ver¬ 
mont,  who  emigrated  to  this  county  in  184(5.  The 
father  later  went  to  Iowa,  where  his  decease  oc¬ 
curred  when  seventy-eight  years  of  age,  and  his 
good  wife,  who  survived  him  a  number  of  years, 
passed  away  at  the  home  of  her  granddaughter,  in 
this  county,  in  her  eighty -second  year.  To  Mr. 
and  Sirs.  Wait  have  been  horn  eight  children,  seven 
of  whom  are  living,  as  follows:  Scott  A.,  who  is 
married  and  has  two  children;  Henry  W.,  now  de¬ 
ceased;  Judson  who  is  married  and  the  father 
of  live  children;  George  R.,  who  has  one  child, 
Fred;  Lillie  M.,  who  married  II.  McDongal,  has 
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ono  child;  William  W.,  and  Gracic,  at  home.  The 
children  were  given  good  educations  in  the  schools 
of  Belvidero, 

Our  subject  Lived  on  the  old  home  farm  after  his 
marriage  until  about  twenty-seven  years  ago 
when  he  traded  for  other  property,  lie  is  now 
the  proprietor  of  nine  hundred  acres  of  excellent 
land  and  has  the  largest  farm  in  this  part  of  Illinois. 
He  is  practically  retired  from  active  life  and  is  en¬ 
joying  to  the  fullest  extent  the  comforts  which  his 
life  of  industry  has  enabled  him  to  provide.  In 
addition  to  his  country  estate,  he  owns  considerable 
real  estate  in  Iowa. 

A  Republican  in  politics,  Mr.  Wait  cast  his  first 
Presidential  vote  for  Harrison,  in  1811.  ID  lias 
been  the  incumbent  of  various  local  olllces,  all  of 
which  he  filled  in  a  most  disirable  manner.  Mrs, 
Wait  departed  this  life  March  8,  18'Jl,  (Inn  in 
the  faith  of  the  Free-will  Baptist  Church.  Our 
subject  has  so  thoroughly  systematized  his  business 
that  all  his  land  is  now  in  the  hands  of  good  cash 
renters.  lie,  has  ever  been  kind  and  hospitable  in 
Ids  home  to  all  comers,  the  house  is  open  and  a 
hearty  welcome  is  extended.  He  is  a  genial,  whole- 
souled  man  who  is  well  informed  on  the  events  of 
the  day,  and  who  has  many  friends  in  all  classes 
of  society. 


AN!  EL  W.  TICKNOR,  who  became  a  rosi- 
i  dent  of  Rockford  in  May,  181(1,  is  now  liv. 
ing  retired  on  a  farm  in  the  southwestern 
part  of  the  city.  Thirty  years  of  his  residence 
here  have  been  spent  in  the  mercantile  business,  he 
successfully  conducting  an  auction  and  commission 
store.  Mr.  Tieknot  had  his  birth  in  New  Lebanon, 
Columbia  County,  N.  Y„  December  29,  1820,  while 
his  father,  Oran  Ticknor,  was  born  in  New  Bar¬ 
rington,  Mass.,  when>  also  his  father,  Elijah,  was  a 
native.  | 

'flu'  grandfather  of  our  subject  removed  from 
the  Bay  State  to  New'  Lebanon  about  1800,  and 
there  passed  the  remainder  of  his  life.  Oran  Tick¬ 
nor  was  a  wagon-maker  by  trade,  wdiich  he  fol¬ 
lowed  for  a  time,  and  then  eng-ged  in  the  mercan¬ 


tile  business  in  Newr  Lebanon  for  man}'  years. 
From  there  he  removed  to  Cayuga  County,  N.  Y., 
in  1830,  and  located  in  the  town  of  Semproniiis;  he 
later  traded  his  real  estate  and  business  fora  farm, 
nnd  was  occupied  in  its  cultivation  for  a  number 
of  years.  Selling  out,  the  father  of  our  subject 
purchased  another  farm  near  Homer,  upon  which 
he  lived  until  1800,  at  which  time  he  also  disposed 
of  it,  and,  coming  to  Rockford,  purchased  a  home 
on  North  Court  Street,  where  his  di  >th  occurred 
in  1870,  at  the  age  of  eighty-four  yeas-. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  was  knowm  in  her 
maidenhood  as  Abigail  Orton;  she  was  horn  in 
Connecticut,  and  survived  her  husband  six  months, 
her  death  occurring  when  she  had  attained  the  age 
of  eighty-three.  She  became  the  mother  of  the 
folio  wing-named  children:  Sylvan  us,  Daniel  TV.' 
Sallie  M.,  dames  S.,  Horatio,  Aurora,  Elijah,  Abi¬ 
gail  and  Betsey  (twins),  and  Phineas  R.  Daniel 
TV.,  of  this  sketch,  received  his  education  in  the 
Empire  State,  and  at  the  age  of  eighteen  com¬ 
menced  teaching  school,  being  so  employed  for 
seven  winter  terms  in  New  York  State.  In  May, 
181(),  he  came  to  Rockford  via  canal  and  lake 
to  Milwaukee,  being  accompanied  hither  by  his 
brother,  dames  S.,  they  walking  from  the  Cream 
City  to  Rockford.  This  now'  thriving  place  con¬ 
tained  hut  fifteen  hundred  inhabitants,  and  one 
public  school  building  in  the  city,  the  location  be¬ 
ing  the  southeastern  corner  of  the  public  square. 

Immediately  upon  arriving  in  Rockford,  Mr. 
Ticknor  accepted  the  position  of  teacher  of  the 
school,  and  taught  for  three  years,  having  one  hun¬ 
dred  and  twenty-live  pupils  the  last  term.  In  the 
spring  of  I8i‘l,  he  established  a  drug  and  gro¬ 
cer}-  business  on  the  w-est  side,  and,  after  conduct¬ 
ing  a  successful  business  for  live  years,  sold  out 
and  became  tile  proprietor  of  a  hook  store,  in  con¬ 
nection  with  bis  brother  dames.  Mr,  Ticknor  later 
purchased  a  farm,  on  which  he  is  now  living  re¬ 
tired  from  active  life. 

In  the  fall  of  1818,  Daniel  4V.  Ticknor  and  Miss 
Charlotte  4V.  Weyburu  were  united  in  marriage. 
The  lady  was  horn  in  Genesee,  N.  Y„  and  departed 
this  life  in  Rockford  in  1853.  Two  years  later  our 
subject  was  married  to  Alzira  Andrews,  also  ,n  na¬ 
tive  of  the  Empire  State,  having  been  horn  near 
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Auburn,  Cayuga  County.  The  three  children  born 
of  this  union  are  Charlotte,  Lizzie  May  and  Herbert. 
Mr.  Ticknor  became  the  father  of  two  children  by 
his  first  marriage,  Lewis  and  Alfred.  With  his  wife 
he  is  a  member  of  the  Grace  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  and,  in  politics,  votes  the  Democratic 
ticket. 

Mr.  Ticknor  expects  to  remove  soon  to  a  magni¬ 
ficent  new  residence  among  the  maples  at  the  cor¬ 
ner  of  Elm  Street  and  Independence  Avenue,  and 
here  will  spend  the  remainder  of  his  days. 

^’’yT^’I'l'MAN  BUCK,  for  a  number  of  years  one 
of  the.  progressive  and  well-to-do  agrieul- 
'V^/'  turists  of  Flora  Township,  Boone  County, 
departed  this  life  at  his  homo,  January  26,  1877. 
lie  was  born  in  Otsego  County,  N.  Y.,  May  22, 
1811,  and  was  the  son  of  Joseph  S.  Buck,  a  native 
of  Vermont.  The  father  of  our  subject  removed 
from  his  native  State  to  Now  York  and  thence  to 
Erie  County,  Pa.,  where  he  owned  a  farm  and 
resided  until  his  decease,  at  the  advanced  age 
of  eighty-six  years.  His  wife,  prior  to  her  marriage, 
was  known  as  Miss  Betsey  Eastwood ;  she  was  also 
a  native  of  the  Green  Mountain  State,  and,  like  her 
husband,  departed  this  life  in  Erie  County. 

Truman  Buck  was  a  young  man  when  his  parents 
removed  to  Pennsylvania,  where  he  was  married 
and  located  upon  a  farm  in  Eric  County,  whicti  ho 
cultivated  until  1853,  the  date  of  his  advent  into 
Illinois.  Making  his  home  in  Cherry  Valley  Town¬ 
ship,  Winnebago  County,  he  was  identified  with 
the  interests  of  that  community  for  two  years,  and 
then  removed  to  the  farm  where  liis  decease  oc¬ 
curred. 

September  3,  1835,  Miss  Eliza  Drown,  who  was 
born  in  Rose,  Wayne  County,  N.  Y,,  August  15, 
1817,  became  the  wife  of  our  subject.  She  was  the 
daughter  of  Solomon  Drown,  a  native  of  Parsons- 
field.  Me.,  in  which  State  his  father,  John  Drown, 
was  also  born.  The  grandfather  of  Mrs.  Buck 
moved  to  Now  York  State  and  thence  to  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  and  departed  this  life  in  Erie  County.  His 
wife  was  Mrs.  Sarah  (Ayres)  Drown,  also  a  native 
of  Mai u£  Mrs.  Buck  died  May  30,  1802. 


Solomon  Drown  was  married  in  tiro  Pino  Tree 
State,  and  about  1816  removed  to  Now  York  State, 
which  was  bis  home  until  1832,  when  be  took  up 
bis  abode  in  Washington  Township,  Eric  County, 
Pa.  Five  years  later,  he  traveled  West  to  Ohio,  and 
in  Seneca  County  owned  a  farm  upon  which  lie 
resided  at  the  time  of  his  death.  His  wife,  who, 
prior  to  her  marriage,  was  Elizabeth  Hatch,  also  had 
her  birth  in  Maine,  and  died  in  the  town  of  Rose, 
N.  Y. 

The  eight  children  who  were  granted  to  our  sub¬ 
ject  and  his  wife  are  as  follows:  Elizabeth  L., 
Mrs.  Henry  R.  Van  Epps,  resides  in  Peoria;  Mary 
J.,  "who  is  united  in  marriage  with  Abial  L.  Adams 
makes  her  homo  on  her  father’s  old  homestead; 
Eliza,  the  next  in  order  of  birth,  is  deceased; 
Joseph  S.  is  a  resident  of  Chicago;  William  Perry 
is  living  in  Cherry  Valley;  Emma,  Mrs.  George  H. 
Grummon,  is  a  resident  of  this  township,  where 
also  Clinton  W.  lives,  and  Horace,  at  present  resid¬ 
ing  in  Pocahontas  County,  Iowa,  Mr.  Buck  is  a 
member  of  the  Free-null  Baptist  Church,  as 
was  Mrs.  Buck  before  her  death.  Since  coming  to 
Illinois,  our  subject  has  voted  the  Republican 
ticket. 


J'  I ONATHAN  HUSTON  KIRK,  one  of  the 
honored  pioneers  of  Winnebago  County,, 
,  has  resided  upon  his  present  farm  on 
'  section  3,  Guilford  Township,  for  about 
forty-seven  years.  He  was  born  in  Nottingham 
Township,  Chester  County,  Pa.,  August  31,  1817. 
His  father,  Jonathan  Kirk,  was  born  in  Cecil 
County,  Md.,  and  was  a  son  of  Elisha  and  Mary 
(Allen)  Kirk.  The  grandparents  of  our  subject 
were  (junkers,  and  died  in  that  faith.  Ilis  father 
was  reared  in  his  native  county,  and  when  a 
young  man  went  to  Chester  County,  Pa.,  where  lie 
married  Elizabeth  Thompson,  who  was  born  in 
Nottingham  Township,  and  was  the  daughter  of 
William  and  Elizabeth  (Huston)  Thompson  He 
settled  on  land  which  liis  wife  had  inherited  and 
there  resided  until  1823,  when,  with  two  or  throe 
other  enterprising  men,  ho  started  for  the  West, 
and  made  a  location  in  Washtenaw  County, 
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Mich.,  before  tlio  State  was  even  organized  as  a 
Territory.  He  built  a  log  cabin,  the  first  building 
in  Ypsilanti,  and  erected  the  first  mill  at  that 
place.  In  1827,  ho  bought  a  tract  of  land  in  Dix- 
borough,  and  moved  his  family  thereon.  The 
year  1829  he  contracted  to  build  a  mill  at  Cold- 
watery  which  hq  completed  early  in  the  following 
year.  Soon  afterward  lie  was  taken  ill  and  died. 
The  mother  of  ottr  subject  had  died  in  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  in  1821,  after  which  the  father  wedded 
Hannah  Thomas,  a  native  of  Steuben  County,  N.  Y. 
After  his  death,  she  became  the  wife  of  Samuel 
Hicks,  and  in  1835  came  to  Winnebago  County, 
locating  in  Guilford  Township.  She  afterward 
went  to  Wisconsin,  where  her  death  occurred. 

Our  subject  was  only  foiir  years  old  when  his 
mother  died,  and  he  then  went  to  live  with  his 
uncle  Joseph,  with  whom  lie  reninined  until  1827, 
when  he  wont  to  Michigan.  After  his  father’s 
death,  he  began  earning  his  own  livelihood,  work¬ 
ing  by  the  month  at  breaking  land  at  $7.  He 
continued  to  reside  in  Michigan  until  1836,  when 
ho  started  for  Illinois,  arriving  in  Winnebago 
County  in  March.  lie  found  a  sparsely  settled 
region;  nearly  .all  of  the  land  was  owned  by  the 
Government;  deer  and,otlier  wild  game  were  found 
in  abundance,  and  the  life  which  Mr.  Kirk  here 
lived  was  that  of  a  true  pioneer.  After  a  short 
time  he  entq^dr  a  claim,  and  when  the  land  came 
into  market  purchased  it  at  the  land  sales  in 
Galena,  in  1839,  Ho  located  on  the  place  in 
1845,  and  it  has  since  been  his  home. 

In  July,  1844,  Mr.  Kirk  wedded  Marcella  Dennis, 
who  was  born  in  Yarmouth,  Canada,  March  18, 
1819.  Her  father,  Ezekiel  Dennis,  was  born  in 
New  Jersey,  and  his  father,  Obediah  Dennis,  was 
a  native  of  the  same  State  and  of  English  descent. 
The  grandfather,  soon  after  the  Revolutionary 
War,  removed  to  Canada.  His  son  Ezekiel  was 
then  only  three  years  old,  and  in  that  country 
was  reared  and  educated.  He  married  Rachel 
Moore,  who  was  born  in  Nova  Scotia,  and  was  the 
daughter  of  Thomas  and  Esther  Moore.  She  died 
in  the  town  of  Yarmouth,  when  Mrs.  Kirk  was 
quite  young.  After  his  marriage,  Mr.  Dennis  re¬ 
moved  to  Yarmouth,  becoming  one  of  its  early 
settlers,  and  purohased/a  tract  of  timber  land,  upon 


which  ho  built  a  log  cabin  and  there  made  his 
home  until  1836,  when  he  sold  out  and  started 
with  his  family  for  the  Territory  of  Michigan, 
making  the  journey  by  team.  He  settled  in 
St.  Joseph,  where  Che  resided  until  1842,  which 
year  witnessed  his  arrival  in  what  is  now  Guilford 
Township,  Winnebago  County.  He  improved  the 
farm  which  he  there  occupied,  but  afterward  left 
it  and  spent  his  last  days  in  Olmstead  County, 
Minn. 

Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kirk  were  born  live  children: 
Mary  E.,  Ellen  M.,  Henry  F.,  William  II.,  and 
Emma  M.  Mary  E.  and  Henry  F.  are  dead.  The 
family  is  well  worthy  of  mention  in  this  volume, 
and  the  parents  are  among  the  most  prominent 
pioneers  of  the  county,  few  having  longer  been 
residents  of  this  community.  Mr.  Kirk  has  borne 
an  active  part  in  the  advancement  and  upbuilding 
of  the  community.  He  has  been  honored  with  a 
number  of  offices  of  trust,  has  served  as  School 
Trustee,  Assessor  and  for  twenty  years  represented 
Guilford  Township  in  the  County  Board  of  Super¬ 
visors.  In  politics,  he  was  first  a  Whig,  but  since 
the  organization  of  the  Republican  party  has  been 
one  of  its  stalwart  supporters. 

jjL^OMER  L.  BOWEN,  who  is  engaged  in  agri- 
IfJ  cultural  pursuits  in  Flora  Township,  Boone 
County,  was  born  in  Newport,  Herkimer 
(|||)  County,  N.  lr.,  on  the  9th  of  March,  1839. 
His  father,  William  S.  Bowen,  was  born  in  Oneida 
County,  N.  Y.,  February  5,  1814,  and  the  grand¬ 
father  was  an  early  settler  of  Deerfield  Township, 
that  county.  He  followed  farming  and  died  in 
1849,  at  the  age  of  sixty-seven.  William  Bowen  was 
reared  in  the  usual  manner  of  farmer’s  sons,  and 
was  joined  in  wedlock  with  Maria  Rix,  a 
native  of  Herkimer  County  and  a  daughter  of 
Theophilus  Rix,  who  was  born  in  Connecticut. 
1-Ie  became  a  pioneer  of  the  town  of  Fairfield, 
Herkimer  County,  and  in  the  midst  of  the  wilder¬ 
ness  cleared  a  farm,  upon  which  he  resided  until 
1857,  when  lie  emigrated  to  Belvidere,  Ill.  .His 
death  occurred  in  that  city  in  his  one' hundredth 
year.  After  his  marriage,  William  Bowen  pur- 
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chased  a  tract  of  land  bordering  on  IVest  Can¬ 
ada  Creek,  in  the  town  of  Newport,  Herkimer 
County,  and  here  resided  until  his  death  in  1850. 
His  wife  departed  this  life  on  the  home  farm  May 
12,  1843,  at  the  age  of  twenty-seven  years. 

Our  subject  was:;  only  four  years  old  when  his 
mother  died:  He  was  reared  by  his  maternal 
grandparents  and  acquired  his  early  education  in 
the  district  schools,  after  which  he  attended  Fair- 
field  Academy.  With  his  grandparents  he  came 
to  Illinois  in  1857,  and  began  working  by  the 
month  until  his  marriage,  'when  he  settled  upon 
the  farm  that  is  j'et  liis  home.  It  is  a  highly-im¬ 
proved  tract  of  one  hundred  and  fifty-flye  acres, 
and,  with  the  exception  of  twenty  acres  of  timber 
land,  the  entire  amount  is  under  a  high  state  of 
cultivation. 

On  the  14th  of  September,  1859,  Mr.  Bowen 
wedded  Laura  M.  Rice.,  who  was  born  on  the  farm 
which  is  yet  her  home,  duly  12,  1841.  Her  father, 
Waite  Rice,  was  born  (an  Barkhamsted,  Litchfield 
County,  Conn.,  June  3,  1814,  and  for  some  years 
was  overseer  in  the  Collins  Axe  Factory.  At  an 
early  day  he  came  to  Illinois  and  is  numbered 
among  the  honored  pioneers  of  Boone  County, 
having  located  here  in  1839.  The  farm  upon 
which  our  subject  now  resides  he  entered  from  the 
Government.  He  ivas  well  known  in  this  com¬ 
munity  as  a  man  of  sterling  worth,  and  served  as 
Justice  of  the  Peace  in  Flora  Township.  His 
death  occurred  April  6,  1848.  His  wife  bore  the 
maiden  name  of  Laura  Case.  She  was  born  in 
Litchfield  County,  Conn.,  April  5,  1814,  and  te 
still  living,  a  resident  of  Belvidere.  She  has  been 
a  second  time  married,  her  husband  being  Flavel 
Smith. 

Mrs.  Bowen  spent  the  days  of  her  maidenhood 
on  the  home  farm  and  attended  the  old  pioneer 
schools  built  of  logs  with  slab  seats,  puncheon 
floors  and  huge  fire-places.  To  her  husband  she 
has  been  a  faithful  companion  and  helpmate. 
They  have  one  daughter,  Nellie,  now  the  wife  of 
Fred  Hall,  by  whom  she  has  One  son ,  Homer.  They 
live  in  Belvidere. 

In  politics,  Mr.  Bowen  is  a  Republican,  and 
socially,  is  a  member  of  Flora  Camp  No.  624, 
M.  W.  A.  Himself  and  wife  are  members  of  Royal 


Neighbor  Chapter,  M.  W,  A.,  and  of  Excelsior 
Lodge  No,  2654,  Patrons  of  Industry.  He  was 
one  of  the  original  member’s  of  the  Creamery 
Company,  formed  in  1882,  and  has  been  Treasurer 
since  its  organization.  The  products  of  this 
creamery  are  of  the  best  repute,  and  flic  business 
has  been  a  paying  one  since  the  beginning. 

eHARLES  J.  ROSENQUIST,  a  retired  farmer 
of  Rockford,  Ill.  The  following  is  a 'brief 
sketch  of  the  career  of  Mr.  lioscnquist,  a 
man  whose  present  substantial  position  in  lii'C  has 
been  reached  entirely  through  his  perseverance, 
and  the  facts  connected  with  his  agricultural 
operations,  and  their  results,  only  show  what  a 
person  with  courage  and  enlightened  views  can 
accomplish. 

He  first  saw  the  light  of  day  in  Kalmar  Lan, 
Smoland  Province,  .Sweden,  October  22,  1841,  and 
as  he  grewnp  learned  the  trade  of  carpenter.  When 
twenty-five  years  of  age,  ho  came  to  the  United 
States,  located  in  Rockford,  Ill.,  and  with  very 
little  means  to  back  him,  began  the  struggle  for  a 
livelihood.  Ho  followed  ^carpentering  for  sonic 
time  and  also  worked  as  a  day  laborer  for  a 
number  of  years,  thus  accumulating  sulllcient 
means  to  invest  in  land.  He  owns  a  good  farm  of 
eighty  acres  in  Cherry  Valley  Township,  all  well 
cultivated,  and  bn  which  arc  good  substantial 
buildings,  etc.  Since  his  residence  in  this  county, 
he  has  resided  part  of  the  linio  in  Rock  ford,  whore 
he  has  a  wide  circle  of  friends,  and  whore  he  is 
highly  esteemed.  His  house,  which  he  built  him¬ 
self,  is  located  at  No.  H03  Charles  Street,  and  is 
large  and  comfortable.  q 

Shortly  after  scf  fling  in  this  county,  Mr.  Rosen- 
quist  was  joined  by  two  brothers,  Allen  A.  and 
F.  August.  The  father,  Charles  Johnston,  died 
when  our  subject  was  but  twelve  .years  of  age.  He 
was  in  the  prime  of  life  and  was  a  farmer  by  occu¬ 
pation.  His  wife  died  about  twenty  years  later, 
when  sixty  years  of  age,  Her  maiden  name  was 
Lena  S.  Donaldson.  Both  wore  natives  of  Swe¬ 
den. 

Charles  J.  Rosenquist  selected  as  his  life's  com- 
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panion  Miss  Emily  G.  Johnson,  a  native  of  Kal¬ 
mar  Lan,  Sweden,  and  their  union  was  solemnized 
in  Rockford,  Ill.,  in  1870.  To,  them  were  born 
two  children:  Gustave  A.  and  Jennie  F.,  both  of 
whom  died  young.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rosenquist  arc 
members  of  the  First  Lutheran  Church,  and  he  is 
a  Republican  in  polities. 

Mrs.  Rosenquist  came  to  the  United  States  in 
1869  with  a  sister,  Huldali  M.,  who  became  the 
wife  of  Gustave  Johnson.  The  latter  is  a  promi¬ 
nent  lumberman  of  Chicago.  Mr.  Rosenquist  is 
the  only  member  of  his  family  now  in  this  city,  and 
Mrs.  Rosenquist  lias  no  other  relative  in  this  coun¬ 
try.  Her  father,  John  Jacobson,  died  in  Sweden 
when  sixty-nine  years  of  age.  He  was  a  farmer 
all  his  life.  His  wife,  whose  name  was  formerly 
Anna  F.  Carlson,  died  when  a  little  past  seventy. 
During  their  entire  lives  they  had  been  exemplary 
members  of  the  Lutheran  Church,  and  were  well 
known  in  their  native  place. 

GgfNDREW  WHiTJNG.  The  gentlomnii  oC 
MM  whom  we  shall  ^attempt  to  'give  a  bio- 

fi  graphical  sketch  in  outline,  is  one  of  the 
Hf  old  pioneers  of  Boone  County,  owning 
and  occupying  a  fine  estate  of  three  hundred  acres 
located  On  sections  22,  26  and  27.  He  is  a  man  who 
has  attained  considerable  prominence  in  his  locality, 
by  reason  Of  his  intelligence  and  progressive  ten¬ 
dencies  and  also  by  his  genial  and  frank  ways. 

Born  in  Guilford,  Piscataquis  County*  Me., 
November  9, 1831,  our  subject  is  a  son  of  Charles 
Whiting,  a  native  of  Lincoln,  Mass.  The  grand¬ 
father  of  our  subject,  Gayleu  Whiting,  was  born  m 
Ilingham,  that  Stato,  where  were  also  born  his 
father,  Daniel,  the  great-grandfather  Of  pur  sub¬ 
ject;  his  father,  also  named  Daniel,  the  great-great¬ 
grandfather;  his  father,  Samuel,  the  great-great- 
great-grandfather;  and  his  father,  James,  Sr.,  the 
great-great-grent-great-grandfather.  James  Whit¬ 
ing,  thf/  first  of  that  name  to  come  to  America, 
was  a  native  of  Englaud  and  was  married  in  Bing¬ 
ham  in  the  year  1647,  and,  as  far  as  knowu, 
passed  his  latt  days  there.  Ilis  son  James  was 
born  in  1651;  Junes’  son  Samuel  in  1685;  Samuel’s 


son  Daniel  in  1722;  and  Daniel’s  son  Daniel  in 
1745.  But  little  is  known  of  his  descendants  until 
we  come  to  Gaylen  Whiting,  the  grandfather  of  our 
subject,  who  married  Rachel  Prouty  and  for  some 
years  made  his  home  in  Lincoln,  Mass.  On  re¬ 
moving  to  North  Brookfield,  that  State,  he  en¬ 
gaged  in  farming  and  departed  this  life  in  that 
place.  He  was  born  in  1766. 

Charles  Whiting  was  born  in  1802,  and  was 
reared  in  North  Brookfield,  and  from  there  went 
to  Maine  and,  locating  in  Piscataquis  County,  pur¬ 
chased  a  tract  of  timber  land  and  engaged  in 
farming  until  1838,  at  which  time  he  came  to  Illi¬ 
nois,  and  during  the  winter  of  that  year  lived 
one  and  one-lialf  miles  northwest  of  Belvidere. 

In  the  spring  of  1839,  the  father  of  our  subject 
purchased  a  claim  to  a  tract  of  Government  land 
in  the  same  township,  on  which  there  was  one  acre 
fenced  and  a  log  house  and  stable.  Mr.  Whiting 
rented  land  to  work  that  year,  during  which  time 
he  traded  his  claim  for  one  in  Caledonia  ’Town¬ 
ship,  to  which  he  removed  the  following  fall. 
When  the  land  came  into  the  market,  he  entered 
his  claim  and  made  his  home  on  his  purchase 
until  his  death,  March  19,  1^3,  when  eighty-one 
years  old.  The  lady  to  whom  he  was  married  was 
Elvira  Woodward,  a  native  of  Garland,  Piscata¬ 
quis  County,  Me.,  and  the  daughter  of  Oliver  and 
Sallie  (Heron)  Woodward.  She  departed  this  life 
three  years  previous  to  the  death  of  her  husband 
in  1881.  °  \ 

Andrew  Whiting  was  a  lad  of  seven  years  when 
he  came  to  the  Prairie  State  with  his  parents, 
and  in  that  early  day  the  county  was  very  sparsely 
settled  and  gave  but  little  promise  of  its  wonder¬ 
ful  development.  There  were  no  railroads  in  the 
vicinity  and  for  many  years  the  farmers  did  all 
their  marketing  at  Chicago.  Our  subject  remained 
under  the  parental  roof  until  his  marriage,  in 
1854,  to  Mary  A.  Kyes,  when  he  located  on  a  por¬ 
tion  of  the  old  homestead,  and  in  1882  settled  on 
the  original  nOme  farm.  His  estate  comprises 
three  lnm died  acres,  which  is  excellent!}’-  im¬ 
proved  with  all  the  buildings  and  machinery  which 
go  to  make  up  a  first-class  farm.  Mr.  Whiting 
is  a  man  of  character  and  ability,  and  is  enjoying 
a  just  meed  of  influence  and  standing  in  the  com- 
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munity,  and  knows  that  he  has  reached  this  point 
from  a  boyhood  "which  promised  nothing  except 
through  his  own  right  hand  and  sturdy  heart. 

Mrs.  'Whiting  was  bom  in  Loraine  County, 
Ohio,  and  is  the"  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Mercy 
(Dailey)  Kyes.  She  has  become  the  mother  of 
three  children:  Charles  0.,  William  A.  and  Ephraim 
A.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Whiting  are  members  of  the 
Congregational  Church,  and  in  his  political  affilia- 
tionsour  subject  has  strong  confidence  in  the 
future  of  the  Republican  party. 


PRANK  GILMORE.  Among  the  native- 
born  residents  of/'Winnebago  County  who 
have  made  their  mark  in  the  farming  com¬ 
munity,  we  are  pleased  to  mention  Mr.  Gilmore, 
who  is  at  present  residing  on  a  good  farm  located 
on  section  34,  Owen  Township.  lie  was  born  June 
22,  1858,  a  son  of  William  Gilmore,  whose  birth 
occurred  in  Fifeshire,  Scotland,  February  2,  1826, 
and  who  in  turn  was  a  son  of  William  and  Ann  1 
(Halley)  Gilmore.  The  father  was  a  lad  of  six 
years  when  he  accompanied  his  parents  to  America, 
they  making  settlement  in  Newbury,  Vt.,  where  he 
was  reared  to  manhood  and  resided  until  1853, 
which  Was  the  date  of  his  advent  into  Winnebago 
\  County. 

\\  The  father  of  our  subject  had  borrowed  money 
to  pay  his  way  to  the  Prairie  State,  and  upon  arriv¬ 
ing  in  Rockford  he  had  but  two  cents  in  his  pocket, 
andi,  to  add  to  his  misfortune,  was  in  debt  He 
worked  by  the  day,  and  being  very  industrious  and 
economical,  saved  a  sufficient  sum  to  pay  the  entire 
amount  of  his  indebtedness.  Very  soon  thereafter, 
he  and  his  brother  John  borrowed  sufficient  money 
with  which  to  purchase  thirty  acres  of  Government 
land  in  Owen  Township,  the  price,  of  the  land  be¬ 
ing  $37.50.  Through  industry  and  perseverance 
he  was  prospered  in  his  undertakings  and  became 
widely  known  as  a  successful  and  enterprising 
farmer  as  well  as  an  upright  and  honorable  citizen. 
At  the  time  of  his  death,  which  occurred  in  1891, 
he  was  probably  the  wealthiest  farmer  in  Winne¬ 
bago  County. 


In  1857,  William  Gilmore  was  xinited  in  marriage 
with  Jane  Mack,  who  was  born  in  Hesse-Cassol, 
Germany.  Her  father  dying  when  she  was  quite 
young,  she  accompanied  her  uncle,  John  Roseback, 
to  America.  Her  marriage  was  a  happy  and  con¬ 
genial  union,  and  six  children  came  to  bless  the 
home,  namely:  Frank,  Warren,  Fred,  Willis,  Annie 
and  Nettie.  About  1878,  the  family  located  on 
the  farm  which  still  remains  the  home  of  the 
widowed  mother  and  the  three  youngest  children. 

Frank  Gilmore,  of  this  sketch,  passed,  his  youth 
in-  a  comparatively  uneventful  manner,  and  having 
been  reared  to  the  calling  of  a  farmer,  naturally 
chose  that  as  an  occupation  through  life.  Liko 
his  father,  lie  possesses  the  industrious  and  enter¬ 
prising  nature  which  almost  invariably  brings 
their  fortunate  possessor  material  success.  In  Jan¬ 
uary,  1889,  he  established  a  home  of  his  own,  his 
wife  being  Julia,  daughter  of  Decius  Peckham, 
and  a  native  of  Michigan.  They  are  the  parents 
of  two  children:  Grace  and  William.  On  another 
page  of  this  volume  will  be  noticed  a  view  of  the 
attractive  residence  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gilmore, 
which,  with  the  inviting  rural  surroundings,  be¬ 
speaks  the  thrift  and  refined  tastes  of  the  owuer. 


NDREW  JOHNSON,  a  prosperous  and 
enterprising  young  farmer,  operates  two 
hundred  and  forty-seven  acres  of  valuable  \ 
land  on  section  18,  Cherry  Valley  Town¬ 
ship,  and  is  a  representative  of  one  of  the  pioneer 
families  of  Winnebago  County.  His  father,  John 
Johnson,  was  born  in  Sweden,  in  March,  1820,  and 
with  his  first  wife  came  to  this  country  in  the 
spring  of  1850,  sailing  from  his  native  shores  in 
April.  The  voyage  was  a  long  and  dangerous 
one,  the  vessel  not  reaching  this  country  until  six 
months  later. 

For  many  generations  back  the  Johnson  family 
were  farming  people.  The  father  of  our  subject 
buried  his  first  wife  in  Rockford.  She  died  soon 
after  locating  here,  leaving  one  son,  John,  who 
died  at  the  age  of  nine  years.  Mr.  Johnson  was 
afterward  again  married,  his  second  wife  being  the 
mother  of  Andrew,  They  have  buried  four  chil- 
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clroii :  Mary,  who  died  ai;  tho  ago  of  sixteen  years; 
Andrew  (first),  who  died  in  childhood,  and  two  in¬ 
fant  sons.  Tho  living  children  arc  Albert,  Ida 
and  Andrew.  j: 

For  about  three  years,  the  parents  resided  in 
Rockford  and  then  settled  upon  a  farm  in  Ogle 
County,  where  the  succeeding  thirteen  years  of 
their  life  were  passed.  Mr.  Johnson  then  sold  out 
and  located  upon  a  part) of  the  farm  which  is  now 
the  property  of  our  subject  and  his  father.  He 
first  purchased  eighty  acres  of  wild  land,  to  which 
he  afterward  added  as  time  passed  until  he  became 
the  owner  of  a  fine  and  valuable  farm  of  two  hun¬ 
dred  and  forty-seven  acres.  It  was  improved  with 
a  good  dwelling,  barns  and  all  the  other  accessories. 
This  our  subject  owns  in  connection  with  his  fa¬ 
ther. 

In  1876,  John  Johnson  laid  aside  all  business 
cares  and  is  now  living  a  retired  life  at  No.  210 
Sixth  Street,  Rockford.  Ho  lias  reached  the  ad¬ 
vanced  age  of  seventy-one  4years,  and  his  wife  is 
sixty-five  years  of  age.  They  are  both  adherents 
of  the  Lutheran  faith,  belonging  to  the  First  Luth¬ 
eran  Church  of  Rockford.  In  politics,  Mr.  John¬ 
son  is  a  Republican, 

Under  tlie  paternal  roof,  our  subject  was  reared 
to  manhood  in  the  usual  manner  Of  farmer  lads, 
lie  shared  in  the  experiences  of  frontier  life  and 
aided  in  the  arduous  task  of  developing  a  new 
farm.  His  education  was  acquired  in  the  district 
schools  of  tho  neighborhood  and  lie  is  a  well-in¬ 
formed  man.  The  excellent  farm  which  he  now 
owns  yields  him  a  golden  tribute  for  the  care  and 
labor  ho  bestows  upon  it  and  he  is  a  prosperous 
citizen.  Ho  follows  in  the  commendable  footsteps 
of  his  father  and  is  a  stalwart  advocate  of  Repub¬ 
lican  principles.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the 
Lutheran  Church. 

In  May,  1889,  in  Rock  Island,  Mr.  Johnson  led 
tc>  the  marriage  altar  Miss  Emm-asLi ndgren ,  of  that 
city,  daughter  of  John  and  Anna  (Frederickson) 
Lindgron,  natives  of  Sweden,  who  emigrated  to 
this  country  when  their  daughter  was  a  maiden  of 
only  seven  summers.  The  union  of  our  subject 
and  his  wife  has  been  blessed  with  one  daughter, 
Edith  L.,  who  was  born  February  17,  1890,  and 
is  the  life  and  joy  of  this  happy  home.  Mr.  and 


Mrs.  Johnson  rank  high  in  social  circles  and  have 
many  wttrin  friends  throughout  the  community. 

Tho  family  residence,  ft  view  of  which  with  the 
rural  surroundings  appears  on  another  page,  is  an 
attractive  abode,  and  the  farm  is  one  of  the  most 
highly  cultivated  in  the  county. 

YLVESTER  G .  ATWOOD,  a  resident  farmer 
of  Harlem  Township,  Winnebago  County, 
living  on  section  30,  was  born  in  the  town 
of  Washington,  Berkshire  County,  Mass., 
May  6,  1835,  and  is  a  son  of  Pliineas  and  Hulda 
(Haskell)  Atwood,  mention  of  whom  is  made  in 
the  sketch  of  David  Atwood  on  another  page  of 
this  work.  The  father  was  a  minister  of  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  Clmreh  for  a  number  of  years. 
Our  subject  spent  the  first  ten  years  Of  liis  life  in 
the  Bay  State  and  then  came  with  his  parents  to 
Illinois.  Although  so  3rOung,  he  remembers  many 
incidents  of  the  journey,  which  was  made  by  way 
of  the  canal  and  the  G  reat  Lakes  to  Chicago,  where 
they  arrived  five  weeks  ajQr  leaving  home.  There 
the  father  purchased  a  team  and  wagon,  and  in  that 
way  they  proceeded  on  their  way  to  Winnebago 
County,  which  they  found  to  be  a  sparsely  settled 
region  and  most  of  the  people  were  in  very  limited 
circumstances.  Chicago  and  Milwaukee  were  the. 
principal  markets  and  there  were  many  hardships 
and  privations  to  be  endured  in  those  early  days 
by  the  pioneers,  to  whom  a  debt  of  gratitude  is 
due  for  what  they  have  done,  for  the  county  and 
its  upbuilding.  Sylvester  Atwood  shared,  with 
the  family  in  tho  experiences  of  frontier  life.  He 
aided  in  tho  arduous  task  of  developing  a  new 
farm,  and  resided  with  liis  parents  until  his  mar¬ 
riage. 

On  the  8th  of  October,  1863,  he  led  to  the  mar¬ 
riage  altar  Lvd ia  Rosecrans,  a  native  of  Troy,  N.  Y.t 
and  a  daughter  of  Henry  and  Maria  (Carey)  Rose¬ 
crans.  Her  father  was  bom  in  Dutchess  County, 
N.  Y.,  and  wiis  a  son  of  James  Rosecrans,  a  wheel¬ 
wright  by  trade, who  followed  that  business  through¬ 
out  his  entire  life.  His  wife  bore  the  maiden  name 
of  Mary  Townsend.  The  father  of  Mrs.  Atwood 
learned  the  trade  of  a  pattern-maker  and  at  the 
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time  of  his  marriage  settled  in  Troy,  N.  Y.,  where 
he  engaged  in  business  throughout  the  remainder 
of  his  life.  He  wedded  Miss  Carey,  who  was  born 
in  the  town  of  Richmond,  near  Troy,  and  *was  a 
daughter  of  Abram  Carey.  She  died  in  Harlem 
Township,  at  the  home  of  her  daughter,  in  1881, 
at  the  age  of  eighty-live  years. 

The  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Atwood  was  blessed 
with  three  children:  Willie  G.,  born  May  20,  1865; 
M.  Belle,  May  19,  1874;  and  Gay  Maud,  April  8, 
1877.  They  began  their  domestic  life  upon  the 
farm  which  is  still  their  home  and  many  happy 
years  have  there  been  passed.  Mr.  Atwood  has 
been  very  successful  as  a  farmer  and  now  owns  c 
and  operates  two  hundred  and  sixty-five  acres  of 
arable  land  in  Harlem  and  Guilford  Townships, 
the  greater  part  of  which  is  under  a  high  state  of 
cultivation,-  while  many  improvements  of  both  a 
useful  and  ornamental  character  indicate  the  thrift 
and  enterprise  of  the  owner,  who  is  regarded  as 
one  of  the  practical  and  progressive  agriculturists 
of  the  community  as  well  as  a  representative  citi¬ 
zen.  In  politics,  he  is  independent,  giving  his  sup¬ 
port  to  the  man  whom  he  thinks  best  qualified  to 
fill  the  office,  regardless  of  party  affiliations,  lie 
is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  order,  also  a  member 
of  the  Patrons  of  Husbandry  and  was  Master  of 
the  order  for  six  years  and  is  Overseer  of  the  State 
organization. 

NDBEW  C.  LONG,  who  is  numbered 
among  the  early  settlers  of  Rockford  of 
1862,  and  has  been  identified  with  the 
growth  and  upbuilding  of  the  city  since 
that  time,  was  born  on  the  12th  of  November, 
1837,  in  Sweden.  His  parents  died  in  that  coun¬ 
try,  both  being  about  fifty-five  years  of  age  when 
called  to  their  final  rest.  Our  subject  spent  the 
days  of  his  boyhood  and  youth  in  the  land  of  his 
birth  and  there  learned  the  shoemaker's  trade.  In 
1857,  at  the  age  of  twenty  years,  he  bade  good¬ 
bye  to  his  old  home  and  in  company  with  his  sister 
Emeline  sailed  for  Boston,  Mass.,  where  they  ar- 


hns  since  married  Mr.  Hilliard,  by  whom  she  has 
two  children.  The  brother  of  our  subject,  Aaron, 
hasi'tfcc  come  to  this  country  and  resides  with 
Andrew.  These  three  are  the  only  surviving 
members  of  the  family.  " 

Mr.  Long  whose  name  heads  this  record  was 
united  in  marriage,  in  Rockford,  with  Miss  Anna 
H.  Bowman,  who  was  born  not  far  from  Gotten- 
burg,  Sweden,  on  the  6th  of  April,  1844,  and  when 
a  child  of  eight  summers  was  brought  by  her 
parents  to  America  in  1852,  the  family  sailing  to 
New  York  jCity,  where  they  arrived  after  a  voyage 
of  six  weeks.  They  came  on  at  once  to  Illinois, 
settling  in  St.  Charles,  and  in  the  autumn  of  the 
same  year  the  husband  and  father,  Andrew  Bow¬ 
man,  died.  He  was  then  about  fifty  years  of  age. 
His  wife  afterward  married  Robert  Wei  ton  and  is 
again  a  widow.  She  makes  her  home  in  Rockford 
with  her  daughter,  Mrs.  Long,  and  is  yet  an  active 
and  intelligent  old  lady  of  eighty  years.  She  has 
been  a  life-long  member  of  the  Swedish  Lutheran 
Chth’Oh,  to  which  Mr,  Bowman  also  belonged. 
One  of  her  sons,  P.  G,  Bowman,  is  Still  living  in 
Rockford;  and  Eva  C.,  widow  of  the  late  John 
Nelson,  the  inventor,  resides  On  Seminary  Street 
of  this  city. 

For  three  years  after  coming  to  this  country, 
Andrew  Long  resided  in  Geneva  and  St.  Charles, 
111.,  and  afterward  n.  1c  his  home  in  Chicago.  At 
length  he  came  to  Re-.Jtford  in  1862,  and  this  city 
has  since  been  his  place  of  residence.  He  was  then 
in  limited  circumstances  but  he  began  work  at  his 
trade  of  shoe-making  and  prosperity  has  attended 
his  efforts  hero,  so  that  he  is  now  in  comfortable 
circumstances,  having  by  liis  own  industry,  good 
management  and  enterprise  won  a  handsome  com¬ 
petence.  He  now  owns  a  pleasant  homo  at  No. 
607  Seventh  Avenue.  Himself  and  wifo  are  among 
the  oldest  members  of  the  First  Lutheran  Church 
of  this  city,  to  which  most  of  their  children  also 
belong,  and  take  an  active  part  in  its  work  and  up¬ 
building.  In  politics,  he  is  a  Republican  but  has 
never  had  the  inclination  or  found  the  time  from 
his  business  to  devote  ^office-seeking. 

^  The  family  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Long  numbers  six 


rived  after  a  voyage  of  seven  weeks  and  two  days,  children:  Frank  E.,  who  married  Ida  Holniberg,  is 
They  came  on  at  once  to  the  West  and  the  sister  now  a  book-keeper  in  the  Manufacturers’  National 
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Bank,  of  this  city;  Charles  W.  is  employed  in  the 
Ncls^SvKnitting  Factory;  Anton  C.  is  a  clerk  in 
B.  l&^V agio’s  bookstore;  Anna  Genevieve  is. at 
homcfiliiffhie  S.  is  in  attendance  at  the  DeaLimito 
Institute  of  Jacksonville;  and  E.  Florence  com¬ 
pletes  the  family. 

J~7  OIIN  C.  TRIPP,  one  of  the  prominent  and 
I  highly  respected  citizens  of  Winnebago 
j  County,  residing  on  section  36,  ITarlein 
'  Township,  was  born  in  Little  Falls,  N.  Y., 
March,  27,  1833.  His  grandfather,  Stephen  Tripp, 
was  a  native  of  Dutchess  County  and  a  farmer  by 
occupation.  He  removed  to  Saratoga  County  and 
after  some  years  went  to  Herkimer  County,  locat¬ 
ing  near  Little  Falls.  He  spent  his  last  days  in 
the  town  of  Winfield.  His  wife  bore  the  maiden 
name  of  Jemima  Mosher  and  was  a  native  of  Sara¬ 
toga  County.  She  came  to  Illinois  and  passed 
away  in  Caledonia  Township,  Boone  County. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  Noah.  Tripp,  was  born 
in  Saratoga  County  and  learned  the  trade  of  a 
shoemaker  and  weaver,  following  those  occupations 
in  Herkimer, Count}'  until  1836.  The  succeeding 
ten  years  of  his  life  were  spent  in  Oswego  County, 
and  in  1846,  he  came  to  Illinois  accompanied  by 
Ins  tluee  children.  On  his  arrival  in  this  State,  ho 
pre-empted  a  tract  of  Government  land  in  what  is 
now  Caledonia  Township,  Boone  County,  and  at 
once  built  a  log  cabin  and  began  the  development 
of  a  farm.  After  some  years,  he  sold  out  and  came 
to  Harlem  Township,  this  county,  where  he  bought 
a  home  and  spent  his  remaining  days.  His  wife,  who 
boro  the  maiden  name  of  Sarah  Allen,  was  born 
in  the  town  of  Winfield,  Herkimer  County,  N,  Y., 
and  died  in  1848,  in  Sohroeppel,  Oswego  County, 
N.  Y.  Her  father,  Ebenozer  Allen,  i^as  a  native  of 
Massachusetts  and  served  under  Ghp.  Putnam  in 
the  Revolutionary  War.  From  his  native  State 
he  removed  to  Danbury,  Conn,,  whciWho  married 
Hulda  Stuart,  who  was  born  injidiiiburg,  Scot¬ 
land,  and  died  in  Oswego  County,  N.  Y.,  at  the  ad¬ 
vanced  age  of  ninety-live  yep  Immediately  after 
their  marriage,  they  removed  to  the  Empire  Slate, 
locating  in  the  town  Of  Winfield.  Some  years 


.  later,  they  went  to  Oswego  County,  where  Mr. 
Allen  bought  a  farm,  upon  which  he  lived  through¬ 
out-  the  remainder  of  his  life. 

We  now  take  up  the  personal  history  of  our  sub¬ 
ject  who  was  a  lad  of  thirteen  years  when  be  came 
to  Illinois,  thus  spending  almost  his  entire  life 
here.  Under  the  parental  roof  he  remained  until 
attaining  his  majority,  and  during  a  portion  of 
that  time  had  operated  a  part  of  his  father’s  farm 
on  shares.  He  cut  the  oats  with  a  cradle  and 
then  hauled  them  to  Rockford,  where  he  received 
ten  cents  per  bushel  for  his  grain.  At  the  age  of 
twenty-one,  he  began  working  by  the  month  as  a 
farm  band  and  was  thus  employed  until  1857;  he 
also  ran  a  breaking  team,  when  he  operated  his 
father’s  farm  for  two  years.  On  the  16tli  of  Feb¬ 
ruary,  1859,  he  started  on  a  journey  across  the 
plains  to  Pike’s  Peak,  but  before  reaching  that  place 
he  learned  that  the  prospects  were  not  good,  and 
with  others  pushed  on  to  California,  where  he  en¬ 
gaged  in  mining  until  late  in  the  autumn  of  1867, 
when  lie  started  homeward  by  way  of  the  Nicara¬ 
gua  route.  In  the  spring  of  1868,  he  settled  on 
the  farm  which  he  now  owns  and  occupies,  and  to 
its  improvement  has  siuce  devoted  his  energies.; 

Mr.  Tripp  has  been  twice  married.  In  1868,  he 
wedded  Mary  E.  Tofflemire,  who  was  horn  in 
Canada  and  was  a  daughter  of  Jonas  and  Sally 
(Anderson)  Tofflemire,  pioneers  of  Harlem  Town¬ 
ship  of  1837.  She  died  December  17,  1882,  and  on 
the  2d  of  May,  1885,  Mr.  Tripp  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Clam  Nelson,  a  native  of  Sweden, 
who  came  with  her  two  brothers  to  America.  They 
have  two  Children:  Mary  E.  and  Joseph  C. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Tripp  are  members  of  the  Willow 
Creek  Presbyterian  Church,  in  which  he  is  an 
Elder,  and  take  an  active  part  in  its  work  and  up¬ 
building.  Our  subject  lias  taken  considerable  in¬ 
terest  in  the  Sabbath-school  and  is  President  of 
the  wurMy  work.  In  politics,  he  is  a  stalwart 
Republican  *md  a  member  of  several  local  societies. 
He  has  been  President  of  the  Argyle  Creamery 
Association  since  its  organization  in  March,  1885; 
is  President  of  the  Society  of  Patrons  of  Industry; 
is  a  member  of  Harmony  Grange  No.  957,  and  of 
the  Mutual  Aid  Society.  He  n)sa  holds  member¬ 
ship  with  Argyle  Association  No.  2249,  and  is 
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Treasurer  of  the  State  Association,  and  is  President 
of  the  Argyle  Association  of  Mutual  and  Social 
Improvement.  He  is  an  honored  member  of  theso 
various  organizations  and,  as  stated  in  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  this  record,  Mr.  Tripp  is  one  of  the  lead¬ 
ing  and,  influential  citizens  bf  Winnebago  County, 
whore  he  is  widely  and  favorably  known. 


Jj  OHN  J.  BUCKLAND,  a  successful  boot  and 
shoe  dealer  at  No.  309  Kishwakeo  Street, 
I  Rockford,  where  he  has  been  engaged  in 
_  business  since  1876,  was  born  in  Carlshacun 
Provineey  Blakcn,  Sweden,  May  3,183*1,  and  was 
the  first  of  the  family  to  come  to  America.  He 
secured  a  good  education  in  the  city  schools  and 
when  yet  under  age  came  to  this  country,  landing 
in  New  York  City  after  a  nine-weeks’  ocean  voy¬ 
age. 

In  the  early  part  of  the  year  1859,  he  went  to 
Denver,  Col.,  which  city  then  consisted  of  a  couple 
of  shanties,  and  there  Mr.  Buckland  was  offered  a 
block  in  the  center  of  that  great  city  in  exchange 
for  a  mule  that  he  owned.  He  saw  no  money  in 
the  trade  at  the  time,  and  shortly  afterward  he, 
with  over  sixty  others,  went  up  in  the  mountains 
on  a  gold  exploring  expedition.  After  stopping 
for  a  short  time  at  Mt.  McGregor  Mines,  the 
whole  party  decided  to  go  farther  up  the  moun¬ 
tain,  and  with  only  ten  days’  rations  they  started 
out.  They  ventured  too  far  away  and  were  lost 
for  twenty  days.  They  suffered  untold  agonies 
from  hunger,  having  nothing  for  days  but  raw 
meat  without  salt,  and  some  of  the  time  were  un¬ 
able  to  get  that.  After  four  days  of  fasting,  they 
had  decided  to  sacrifice  a  mule,  when  one  of  the 
party  killed  an  elk.  They  were  so  nearly  starved 
that  they  could  hardly  wait  for  their  portion,  and 
very  little  meat  was  left  on  the  bones  after  they 
had  dined.  After  that,  a  deer  was  occasionally 
killed,  but  they  were  half  starved  all  the  time.  At 
one  time  the  captain  of  the  company  gave  each 
about  two  or  three  pounds  of  meat  and  instructed 
them  not  to  cat  their  portion  until  the  day  closed. 
The  men  were  so  hungry,  however,  that  when 


evening  Came  all  had  devoured  their  share,  except 
the  captain,  who  had  a  very  small  piece  left.  It 
was  in  this  way  that  the  company  got  back 
to  Denveiv  This  is,  in  part,  a  review  of  Mr. 
Buckland ’s  exv-arioUJe  in  going  to  Pike’s  Peak. 
He  was  afflicted  \with  the  mountain  fever 
when  first  starting  \\  out  and  for  three  days 
i  had  to  be  steadied  \on  his  mnlo  by  ropes. 
It  was  he  and  Ids  partner,  a  Mr.  Lewis,  of  Kanka¬ 
kee,  Ill.,  from  which  place  they  started,  who  dis¬ 
covered  the  McGregor  claim  or  diggings,  now  the 
site  of  Contral  City,  Colo.  Mr.  Buckland  was  the 
only  Swede  in  the  company. 

In  the  latter  part  of  1859,  our  subject  returned 
to  Illinois,  and  located  in  Rockford.  In  the  fall 
of  1861,  he  enlisted  in  the  Union  Army,  from  this 
city,  in  the  Silver  Spar  Battery,  and  served  in  the 
Fifteenth  Army  Corps,  under  Gen.  Sherman,  but 
later  under  Gen.  Logan.  lie  participated  in  twen  fcy- 
sevon  active  engagements,  besides  numerous  skir¬ 
mishes,  and  was  never  absent  from  duty.  He  was 
5  in  the  battles  of  Shiloh,  Corinth,  Arkansas  Post, 
Hot  Springs,  Jackson,  Vicksburg  and  other  inter¬ 
mediate  places, Memphis,  and  was  with  Sherman  in 
his  march  to  the  sea.  He  was  honorably  discharged 
in  June,  1865,  after  four  years  of  bard  service.  He 
was  slightly  wounded  at  One  time. 

In  1866,  after  returning  to  Rockford,  Mr.  Buck- 
land  went  West  again,  and  spent  four  and  a  half 
years  as  a  miner  in  Montana,  after  which  he  re¬ 
turned  to  Rockford.  Later  he  went  to  Jackson 
County,  Minn.,  took  up  a  soldier’s  claim,  and  tried 
farming  for  four  years.  However,  the  grasshop¬ 
pers  “jumped  his  claim”  so  often  that  he  gave  up 
trying  to  till  the  soil,  and  returned  to  Rockford, 
where  he  has  carried  on  the  boot  and  shoe  business 
since.  He  has  been  very  successful  in  this  venture 
and  has  a  largo  and  increasing  trade.  Ho  also 
owns  some  valuable  property  in  Rockford  and  is  a 
stockholder  of  the  Rockford  Manufacturing  Com¬ 
pany,  a  thriving  institution. 

Mr.  Buckland ’s  parents,  Jonas  and  Ellen  (Pear¬ 
son)  Swensen,  passed  their  entire  days  in  Sweden, 
the  father  dying  when  cighty-two  years  of  age, 
and  the  mother  at  the  age  of  sixty,  Both  were 
members  of  the  Swedish  Lutlycian  Church.  The 
father  followed'  the  occupation  of  a  farmer.  Of 
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the  fourteen  children  born  to  them,  ten  sons  and 
four  daughters,  five  are  now  living  and  all  are  mar¬ 
ried:  Swen,  resides  in  Sweden,  and  is  a  baker;  Otto 
is  a  goldsmith  in  Copenhagen;  Joseph  is  a  resident 
of  Rockford,  and  Mrs.  John  .lacobson  (see  biogra- 
phy). 

Our  subject  was  married  in  Winnebago  County, 
111.,  to  Miss  Susan  Colwell,  a  native  of  this  county, 
Cherry  Valley  Township,  born  December  29,  1845. 
She  has  never  lived  out  of'ihe  county,  except  for  a 
few  years  in  Minnesota.  Her  parents  were  natives 
of  the  State  of  Maryland,  but  came  to  Winnebago 
County  in3  the  latter  part  of  the  '30s,  and  were 
among  the  first  settlers.  They  located  on  a  farm  in 
Cherry  Valley  and  there  the  father,  Benjamin  Gol- 
well,  died  when  eighty-three  years  of  age.  His 
wife  lived  to  be  quite  old  but  died  of  a  cancer 
when  seventy  yearn  of  age.  They  were  the  par¬ 
ents  of  a  large  family  of  children,  seven  of  whom 
arc  living  how,  five  sons  and  two  daughters,  and 
all  are  ip  ^comfortable  circumstances, 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Buckland  are  the  parents  of  four 
children:  Myrtle  D.,  educated  in  the  city  schools; 
Charles  E.,  also  educated  in  the  city  schools;  Izora 
at  home  and  Zinia  E.,  at  home.  Mr,  Buckland 
and  wife  are  well  known  and  universally  respected 
in  Rockford.  Politically,  he  is  a  sound  Republi¬ 
can,  and  socially,  he  is  a  Master  Mason,  and  a  char¬ 
ter  member  of  G.  L.  Kevins  Post,  G.  A.  R.,  No.  In 

— .... 

fPOTmnwWrtfWf 

J'lOSEPH  II.  FAKE.  The  results  of  unflag- 
ging  perseverance,  prudent  economy  and 
j  good  habits,  probably  find  no  better  ox- 
_  '  ponent  in  Boone  County  than  in  the  above- 
named  gentleman,  who  is  residing  on  his  excellent 
farm  on  section  7,  Flora  Township.  Ho  is  univer¬ 
sally  popular  in  both  business  and  social  circles  and 
is  possessed  of  more  than  ordinary  ability,  together 
with  the  energy  and  enterprise  which  seldom  fail 
to  wih. 

Our  subject  was  born  December  5, 1819,  in  Rens¬ 
selaer  County,  N,  Y.,  and  is  a  son  of  John  Fake,  also 
a  native  of  that  Slate.  The  grandfather  of  our  sub¬ 
ject  was  born  in  Germany  and,  as  far  as  is  known, 
is  the  only  member  of  the  family  who  came  to 


America.  He  located  in  Rensselaer  County,  N.  Y., 
when  a  young  man,  where  lie  purchased  a  farm 
and  resided  until  his  decease. 

John  Fake  was  reared  in  his  native  State  and 
died  in  February,  1825,  in  Rensselaer  County.  The 
lady  whom  he  chose  as  his  second  wife  was  the 
mother  of  our  subject  and  bore  the  maiden  name 
of  Susanna  See.  She  was  bom  January  10,  1793,  in 
the  Empire  State  and  died  in  Brunswick,  Rensselaer 
County,  December  31,  188)2,  in  her  ninetieth  year. 

He  of  whom  we  write  was  five-  years  of  age 
when  his  father  died  and  he  continued  to  make  his 
home  with  his  mother  until  reaching  mature  years. 
After  his  marriage,  he  purchased  a  flax  mill  in 
Rensselaer  County,  and  in  addition  to  operating 
it  conducted  a  farm  which  he  rented.  lie  made 
his  home  in  Rensselaer  County  until  1853,  at 
which  time  he  came  to  Illinois,  which  he  had  visited 
in  1847,  and  had  then  purchased  eighty  acres 
Of  Government  land  in  Winnebago  County.  In 
1853,  be  bought  forty-five  acres  adjoining  his 
original  tract,  for  which  he  paid  $15  per  acre. 
There  was  a  log  house  on  the  place  and  in  that 
Mr.  Fake  made  his  home  for  about  two  years,  when 
he  built  a  good  frame  house  in  which  lie  lived  un¬ 
til  1859,  when  lie  sold  his  estate  and  purchased 
property  near  his  home,  which  was  his  abiding- 
iplace  until  1867,  when  lie  rented  his  farm  and 
[  purchased  a  portion  of  the  farm  where  he  now  re¬ 
sides.  His  estate  comprises  one  hundred  and  sev¬ 
enty-five  acres  and  is  well  improved  with  ail  the 
necessary  buildings  which  make  of  it  a  first-class 
farm. 

January  27,  1846,  Joseph  II.  Fake  and  Miss  Sa¬ 
rah  A.  Lane  were  united  in  marriage.  The  lady 
was  born  in  Pittstown,  Rensselaer  County,  N.  Y., 
October  4,  1822,  and  died  November  22,  1886. 
They  have  no  children  but  have  reared  two:  Sarah 
Elizabeth,  who  was  married,  December  18,  1869, 
to  Fred  B,  Tycrs,  and  is  residing  in  Washington, 
D.  C.,  having  a  family  of  six  children;  and  Thomas 
C.  Cramer. 

Mrs.  Fake  joined  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
before  her  marriage  and  our  subject  became  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  that  body  in  1852.  Ho  lias  officiated  as 
Class-leader,  and  at  the  present  time  is  Trustee. 
He  takes  a  deep  interest  in  politics  and  is  a  mem- 
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her  of  tho  Republican  party.  He  is  self-made  in  the 
true  sense  of  that  term  and  has  been  so  long  and 
closely  connected  with  the  interests  of  Boone 
County  that  we  are  glad  to  be  able  to  represent 
him  on  the  pages  of  this  volume.  While  a  resident 
of  Winnebago  County,  Mr.  Fake  was  elected  Jus¬ 
tice  of  the  Peace  for  three  terms. 


eARLTON  W.  SHELDON.  Whilst  history  is 
philosophy  illustrated,  biography  is  the  lamp 
of  experience  to  encourage  and  guide  us 
in  the  paths  of  success,  or  deter  us  from  the  road 
to  ruin.  The  preservation  of  the  facts,  therefore, 
making  up  the  lives  of  prominent  men,  is  not  only 
a  source  of  gratification  to  personal  friends,  but  a 
foundation  of  information  to  all,  serving  as  guide- 
boards  by  the  wayside,  or  beacon  lights  to  the  way¬ 
farer  who  would  achieve  fortune  or  distinction  in 
like  walks  of  life.  In  Mr.  Sheldon,  who  is  engaged 
in  the  practice  of  law  and  a  general  loan  ,  and  in¬ 
surance  business,  we  find  a  gentleman  who  has 
won,  unaided,  the  leading  position  be  holds  to-day 
among  the  prominent  citizens  Of  Rockford. 

The  original  of  this  sketch  was  born  in  Victor, 
Ontario  County,  N.  Y.,  March  14,  1823,  and  if  the 
son  of  Gad  Sheldon,  a  native  of  New  England. 
I-Iis  father,  Deacon  Ezra  Sheldon,  was;  from  the 
best  information  at  hand,  also  a  native  of  New 
England,  and  engaged  in  the  mercantile  business. 
He  spent  the  last  year  of  his  life  at  the  liome  of  his 
son,  Ezra,  at  Mendon,  Monroe  County,  N.  Y.  The 
maiden  name  of  his  wife  was  Sallie  Perry.  She 
was  a  native  of  New  England  and  the  mother  of 
three  children,  namely:  Ezra,  Asaph  and  Gad. 

The  father  of  Our  subject  was  a  youn|  man  when 
locating  in  Ontario  County,  whore  he  purchased  a 
farm  in  Victor  and  made  the  place  his  home  until 
1834,  at  which  time  he  removed  to  South  Bristol, 
that  county.  He  there  became  the  owner  of  a  good 
estate,  and  cultivated  the  soil  until  his  decease, 
which  occurred  in  1883,  at  the  age  of  eighty-seven 
years.  The  maiden  name  of  the  mother  of  our 
subject  was  Eunice  Ilosford.  She  was  born,  it  is 
supposed,  in  Genesee  County,  N.  Y.  Her  father, 
the  grandfather  of  our  subject,  was  a  patriot  in 


the  Revolutionary  War,  and  died  after  having  at¬ 
tained  the  advanced  age  of  ninety-two  years.  His 
good  wife  departed  this  life  at  about  tho  sumo 
age. 

Gad  Sheldon  was  a  soldier  in  the  War  qI  1812, 
and  reared  a  family  Of  six  children,  namely:  Mary 
E.,  Alexander,  Charles  II.,  Carlton  W.,  Porter  arid 
Ogilvie  L.  Mary  E.  married  William  Doty  and  is 
now  deceased;  Alexander,  an  attorney,  who  prac¬ 
ticed  at  Jamestown,  N.  lr.,  was  a  member  of  the 
New  York  State  Legislature,  and  is  now  deceased. 
Charles  is  a  real-estate  dealer  at  Rochester,  N.  Y., 
and  Porter,  who  for  a  time  practiced  the  profession 
of  law  in  Rockford,  succeeded  his  brother  Alex¬ 
ander  in  JameStown,  N.  Y.,  where  he  is  residing  at 
tho  present  time.  He  is  very  prominent  in  public 
affairs,  and  served  as  Representative  in  Congress 
from  his  district.  Ogilvie  went  to  the  Territory 
of  Kansas  in  1 85-1,  makings  location  in  the  town 
Of  Burlingame.  He  also  served  as  a  member  of  the 
Territorial  Legislature,  and  at  the  time  of  his  de¬ 
cease  was  a  member  of,thc  State  Senate. 

Carlton  W.  Sheldon,  of  this  sketch,  prosecuted 
his  primary  studies  in  the  public  schools  of  Victor 
and  South  Bristol,  N.  Y.  lie  spent  a  year  as  a 
student  of  East  Bloomfield  Academy  when  Prof- 
S.  W.  Clark,  author  of  “Clark's  Grammar,”  was  its 
principal.  In  1851,  he  came  to  Illinois  by  the  rail¬ 
road  to  Buffalo,  then  by  way  of  the  Lakes  to 
Kenosha,  Wis.,  where  he  secured  a  team,  which 
conveyed  him  to  McHenry  County.  That  same 
fall  he  engaged  to  teach  the  school  at  Woodstock, 
which  position  he  held  during  the  fall,  winter  and, 
spring  terms, spending  his  leisure  moments  in  read¬ 
ing  law,  which  profession  it  was  his  determination 
to  follow.0 

August  12,  1852,  tho  gentleman  whose  name 
heads  this  sketch  made  his  advent  into  Rockford, 
and  at  once  entered  the  law  Office  of  Col.  Jasen 
Marsh.  He  was  a  faithful  student,  and  in  the  fall 
of  that  year  was  admitted  to  the  Bar,  and,  opening 
an  office,  was  actively  engaged  in  the  practice  of 
law  until  1869,  when  he  entered  the  employ  of  the 
Rockford  Insurance  Company  as  Adjuster.  He 
traveled  in  the  interest  of  that  company  for  five 
yenrs,  then,  in  1874,  organized  the  Forest  City  In¬ 
surance  Company,  being  elected  its  Secretary.  He 


% 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


discharged  the  duties  of  that  responsible  position 
conscientiously  for  five  years,  when  he  resigned 
and  again  engaged  in  the  practice  of  law. 

Mr.  Sheldon  was  united  in  marriage,  December 
20,  1855,  to  Harriet  J.  Hathaway,  who  was  born  in 
Grafton,  Mass,,  and  was  a  daughter  of  Leon¬ 
ard  and  Caroline  (Thompson)  ^Hathaway.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Sheldon  have  been  blessed  by  the  birth 
of  four  children:  Charles  E.,  George  P.,  Dora  E. 
and  Ethel  A.  In  all  the  country  there  is  no  more 
ardent,  consistent  Republican,  no  man  of  better 
impulses  and  strict  integrity  than  Mr.  Sheldon. 
Independent  in  his  religious  views,  benevolent  and 
kind,  a  good  neighbor  and  a  kind  father  and  hus¬ 
band,  he  is  entitled  to  and  possesses  the  confidence 
of  his  neighbors  and  friends. 


x^^EORGE  BRADLEY*  Each  succeeding  year 
[If  ,  witnesses  marked  improvements  in  the 
thriving  city  of  Rockford,  particularly  in 
the  way  of  handsome  business  blocks,  residences, 
etc.,  ancl  in  all  these  structures  there  is  the  blend¬ 
ing  of  the  artistic  with  the  utilitarian  in  modern 
architecture. 

Among  those  who  have  acquired  reputations 
as  skillful  architects,  and  who  is  one  of  the  lead¬ 
ing  men  in  this  line  in  Northern  Illinois,  as  well 
as  the  oldest  in  Rockford,  is  George  Bradley. 
The  firm  has  been  George  Bradley  A  Son  for 
eleven  years  and  is  located  in  the  Stewart  Build¬ 
ing,  whore  they  occupy  three  floors.  They  have 
drawn  dcsigus  for  more  than  one  thousand  of 
the  most  substantial  and  modern  residences  of  the 
city,  besides  many  public  buildings,  including 
schoolhouscs,  churches,  etc. 

Mr.  Bradley'  has  been  a  resident  of  Rock  ford 
sineo  May,  1855,  and  has  since  given  his  entire 
time  to  his  business.  Ho  is  a  practical  man  of  ex¬ 
perience,  thoroughly  trained,  and  well  qualified 
for  executing  all  work  appertaining  to  his  pro¬ 
fession,  and  has  demonstrated  all  Over  the  city 
and  surrounding  sections,  by  The  numerous  build¬ 
ings  which,  have  been  erected  from  his  designs, 
that  ho  knows  his  business  thoroughly.  Our  sub-' 
jeet  was  formerly  a  resident  of  Dixon,  Ill.,  when 


that  place  was  small,  but  only  remained  there  one 
year.  He  has  witnessed  the  marvelous  growth  of 
Rockford,  and  has  ever  been  forward  in  advanc¬ 
ing  any  movement  that  had  for  its  object  the  pros¬ 
perity  and  development  of  the  city. 

Born  in  Dover,  Kent  County,  England,  in 
1825,  Mr.  Bradley  was  but  iSeven  veaVs-’  of  age 
when  his  parents,  in  1832,  crossed  the  ocean  to 
America.  They  were  forty-seven  days  on  the  water, 
but  finally  landed  in  Boston,  Mass.,  where  they 
remained  a  short  time.  From  there  they  went  to 
West  Newbury,  Essex  County',  of  that  State,  and 
there  the  parents  and  a  brother  and  four  sisters 
received  their  final  summons. 

The  father,  William  Bradley ?  was  a  native  of 
Kent  County',  England,  and  came  of  an  old  and 
prominent  English  family,  generally  sailors  or 
soldiers.  He  grew  to  manhood  there  and  served 
fourteen  years  in  the  English  navy,  the  last  year 
as  Shipmaster  in  the  East  India  navy'.  After 
coming  to  this  country',  he  withdrew  from  a  sea¬ 
faring  life  and  engaged  in  tilling  the  soil.  He 
was  born  in  1796,  and  died  when  forty-nine  years 
of  age.  His  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Mary 
Carlton,  was  born  in  1800,  and  died  in  1852. 
They  were  members  of  the  Episcopal  Church. 

George  Bradley  is  the  only  surviving  member 
of  his  immediate  family,  and  his  boyhood  and 
youth  were  spent  on  the  farm  in  Essex  County. 
This  farm  is  now  a  part  of  the  largo  tract  of 
land  owned  by  May.  Ben  Perley  Poore,  who  was 
a  particular  friend  and  crony'  of  our  subject. 
After  growing  up,  the  latter  was  married  in  Haver¬ 
hill,  that  county,  to  Miss  Mary  J.  Burham,  who 
was  born  in  the  Quaker  settlement  of  New  Hamp¬ 
shire,  and  who  was  of  old  New  England  stock. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bradley'  attend  the  Ghristian  Union 
Church  and  are  highly  esteemed  in  the  commu¬ 
nity,  They  became  the  parents  of  seven  children, 
two  deceased:  George  W.  died  when  young,  and 
Mary'  E.  died  at  the  age  of  four  years.  Those  liv¬ 
ing  are:  Frances  J,,  wife  of  Andrew  Sheratt,  sec¬ 
retary'  and  treasurer  of  the  Forest  City  Insurance 
Company;  Emily  A.,  wife  of  William  D.  Dow,  a; 
commercial  traveler  located  at  Butte  City',  Mont.; 
Ella  L.,  wife  of  Frank  McKinney',  of  the  firm  of 
Clark  &  McKinney,  hardware  dealers,  at  Rock- 
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ford;  Charles  W.,  a  practical  architect  since  the  age 
of  twelve  years,  and  who,  since  seventeen  j'ears  of 
age  has  been  with  his  father,  is  a  promising  young 
man.  He  married  Miss  Carrie  D.  Smith,  of  White 
Water,  Wis.,  where  she  was  reared  and  educated, 
and  they  now  reside  on  West  Mulberry  Street, 
Rockford.  Edwin  B.  resides  in  Rockford  and  does 
business  with. the  Berlin  Manufacturing  Com  pan}’, 
of  Beloit,  Wis.;  lie  married  Miss  Emma  Cotton,  of 
Rockford.  Mr.  Bradley  and  sons  are  independent 
in  their  political  views. 


ORTON  A.  BROWN,  a  retired  farmer  re¬ 
siding  on  West  State  Street,  Rockford, 
was  born  in.  Oneida  County,  N.  Y,,  in. 
1842,  and  is  of  English  descent.  His 
grandfather,  Thomas  Brown,  Sr.,  was  born  in  Eng¬ 
land  and  married  Miss  Mary  Morton,  a  native  of 
that  country.  After  all  their  children  were  born 
and  the  eldest  daughter  was  married,  they  emi¬ 
grated  to  this  country,  in  1829,  the  married 
daughter  continuing  to  reside  in  her  native  land. 
They  sailed  from  Liverpool  and  after  a  pleas¬ 
ant  voyage  arrived  at  Ncvt  York.  A  year  later, 
Mr.  Brown  settled  un -a  farm  in  Oneida  County, 
N.  Y.,  where  his  death  occur  red-,  in  1855,  at  the 
age  of  oiglity-one  years.  Ilis  wife  died  in  1843, 
when  sixty  years  of  age.  They  were  members  of 
the  Episcopal  Church  in  England,  but  after  com¬ 
ing  to  this  country  became  active  members  in  the 
Methodist  Church. 

Thomas  Brown,  Jr.,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
was  born  in  Cumberland  County,.  England,  in 
1814,  and  at  the  age  of  fifteen  accompanied  his 
parents  on  their  emigration  to  America.  On  the 
farm  which  his  father  had  purchased  in  Oneida 
County,  he  was  rearod,  and  sifter  attaining  to  man's 
estate  wedded  Alma  Fuller,  a  native  of  Oneida^ 
County,  who  belonged  to  an  old  Connecticut  fam¬ 
ily.  Her  grandfather  removed  to  Oneida  County 
in  an  early  day  and  improved  what  was  known  as 
Fuller’s  Hollow.  Her  people  were  among  the 
prominent  and  leading  citizens  of  thatneommu- 
nity.;  After  their  marriage,  Mr.  and  MgiBrOwn 


resided  upon  their  farm  in  Oneida  County  until 
they  emigrated  to  Illinois,  becoming  pioneer  set¬ 
tlers  of  Burritt  Township,  Winnebago  County. 
Mr.  Brown  secured  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres 
of  land  from  the  Government,  developed  therefrom 
a  line  farm  and  became  one  of  the  loading  citi¬ 
zens  of  the  community.  Ho  made  the  first  wagon 
road  north  of  Winnebago  Village,  and  was  one  of 
the  organizers  of  the  Methodist  Church,  in  which 
ho  continued  a  faithful  worker  until  his  death  in 
•  June,  1890.  He  was  first  a  Whig  and  afterward  a 
Stanch  Republican  in  politics.  Throughout  the 
community,  bo  had  a  wide  acquaintance,  and  the 
noble,  upright  life  which  he  lived  won  him  the 
high  regard  of  all.  His  death  occurred  at  the 
homo  of  our  subject,  and  his  wife  also  died  at  the 
home  Of  her  son  in  October,  1888.  Their  only 
daughter  died  at  the  age  of  twenty  years,  and  our 
subject  is  now  the  only  surviving  member  of  the 
family.  Thomas  Brown  was  a  brother  of  the  late 
Judge  YjTiUiam  Brown,  a  very  prominent  citizen 
of  Rockford. 

In  the  usual  manner  of  farmer  lads,  our  subject 
was  reared  to  manhood,  and  after  ho  had  attained 
his  majority  wedded  Jane.  Houghton,,  who  was 
born  and  reared  in  Durand  Township,  this  county, 
and  is  a  daughter  of  Robert  Houghton ,  now  de¬ 
ceased.  Her  mother  still  resides  in  Pecatonioa 
Township  at  an  advanced  age.  Eight  children 
have  been  born  unto  our  subject  and  his  wife,  six 
of  whom  are  yet  living:  Mary,  Agnes,  Etta,  Alnm, 
Bessie  and  Horace.  Thomas  and  Nellie  arc  both  de¬ 
ceased. 

Mr.  Brown  is  numbered  among  the  early  settlers 
of  this  county  and  for  many  years  was  one  of  its 
successful  far  mors.  Ho  located  in  Burritt  Town¬ 
ship  in  1853,  and  there  engaged  in  agricultural 
pursuits,  and  also  in  stock-raising  and  dairying. 
He  kept  an  average  of  thirty  cows  and  at  the 
same  time  fed  cattle.  Ho  yet  owns  four  hundred 
and  twenty  acres  of  valuable  land,  a  part  of  which 
is  liis  father’s  old  homestead.  He  has  led  a  busy 
and  useful  life  and  the  success  which  has  crowned 
his  efforts  is  well  deserved.  Having  acquired  a 
handsome  competence,  he  decided  to  live  a  retired 
life,  and  about  a  year  since  came  to  Rock  foul, 
where  he  now  makes  his  homo.  Both  Mr.  and 
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Mrs.  Brown  arc  members  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church  and  are  highly  respected  people.  Their 
home  is  a  pleasant  residence,  surrounded  by  com- 
modious  grounds,  where  hospitality  abounds  and 
where  their  friends  are  always  sure  of  a  hearty 
welcome.  * 


M |  BS-  (KELLEY)  TURNER,  one  of 

I  l  the  earliest  settlers  of  Winnebago  County, 
II  Li  now  residing  on  section  29,  Guilford 
u  Township,  was  born  in  Ireland  on  the 
27th  of  December,  1814.  Her  father,  Jeremiah 
Kelley,  was  also  a  native  of  the  , .Emerald  Isle  and 
the  grandfather,  John  Kelley,  there  spent  his  entire 
life.  Her  father  was  married,  in  Ireland,  to  Miss 
Mary  Twemey,  and  in  1817  came  to  this  country 
accompanied  by  his  wife  and  three  children.  He 
settled  in  St.  Albans,  Vt..  where  be  purchased  land 
and  engaged  in  farming  for  a  number  of  years, 
after  which  he  removed  to  Rochester,  Monroe 
County.  In  that  place,  he  rented  land  and  en¬ 
gaged  in  farming  for  some  time.  Rater  he  re- 
o  moved  t0  Wisconsin  and  settled  ten  Suites  west  of 
Milwaukee.  After  a  short  time  spent  there,  ho 
came  to  Winnebago  County  and  bis  last  days  were 
passed  in  Guilford  Township, 

Our  subject  was  a  child  of  three  summers,  when, 
with  her  parents,  she  came  to  America.  May 

10,  1839,  she  gave  her  hand  in  marriage  to  Molger 

11.  Turner,  who  was  born  September  3, 1818,  in  the 
Empire  State  and  was  a  son  of  JameS  and  Nancy 
(Thomas)  Turner.  The  days  of  his  boyhood  and 
youth  wemspeu t  in  his  native  county,  whore  he 
resided  until  1839.  He  then  removed  to  Illinois, 
accompanied  by  his  bride  and  his  parents. 

The  removal  was  made  by  way  of  Urn  Eric  Canal 
arn^the  Great  Lakes  to  Chicago,  where  Mr.  Turner 
bought  a  yoke  of  oxen  and  a  wagon,  and  thus 
equipped,  the  journey  was  completed  to  Winnebago 
County.  The  year  previous,  Mr.  Turner,  St.,  had 
purchased  a  “squatter’s”  claim  on  section  29,  Guil¬ 
ford  Township.  Upon  it  was  a  log  cabin,  into 
'vine!,  tiic  family  moved.  At  that  time,  all  the 
,T‘l  was  °'vncd  by  «>o  Government;  deer  and  all 
kinds  of  wild  game  were  plentiful  and  the  work  of 
16 


progress  and  civilization  seemed  scarcely  begun. 
Mr.  Turner  added  a  room  to  the  cabin  and°oc- 
eu pied  it  with  his  father’s  family  until  the  latter 
built  a  home  of  his  own.  A  few  years  later,  Mr. 
Turner  erected  a  substantial  brick  residence,  which 
his  widow  still  occupies,  and  there  made  his  home 
until  his  death.  He  passed  away  December  10,  r) 
1884,  respected  by  all  who  knew  him.  He  was  one 
of  the  lepiesentative  farmers  of  the  community 
and  an  honored  pioneer,  and  his  portrait  in,  an¬ 
other  page  is  a  valued  addition  to  this  volume. 

Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Turner  were  born  two  chil¬ 
dren  but  the  only  son,  William,  died  at  the  ao-e  of 
twelve  and  a  half  years.  Mary  is  tire  wife  of  Na¬ 
than  W.  Watkins,  who  occupies  an  adjoining  farm, 
and  their  son,  William  E.,  resides  with  his  grand¬ 
mother  -and  manages  her  farm.  Mrs.  Turner  is  a 
most  estimable  lady,  held  in  high  regard  by  all 
who  know  her,  and  has  a  wide  circle  of  acquaint¬ 
ances  throughout  the  corn  mu  nit}'. 

EVER  JOHNSON  has  passed  the  unevent¬ 
ful  life  of  a  farmer,  and  has  continued 
steadily  to  pursue  “the  even  tenor  of  his 
Way,  ’  and  is  now  classed  among  the  pros¬ 
perous  and  progressive  fanners  of  Manchester 
Township.  Although  of  foreign  birth,  a  native  of 
Norway,  he  has  been  a  resident  of  this  country  sinCS1 
a  small  boy  and  takes  as  much  interest  in  the  pro¬ 
gress  and  development  of  the  same  as  any  native- 
born  citizen.  His  birth  occurred  on  the  26th  of 
November,  1845,  and  lm  father,  John  Johnson, 
was  born  in  the  same  place  in  1804  or  1808.  The 
father  was  a  farmer  and  was  married  in  his  native 
country,  m  1832,  to  Miss  Engebor  Peters,  also  of 
that  country.  After  the  birth  of  their  children, 
ten  in  number,  and  in  the  spring  of  1850,  this  am¬ 
bitious  couple  determined  to  cross  the  ocean  to 
America  and  make  a  home  in  the  “land  of  the 
free.”  After  reaching  New  York,  they  went  to 
hicago  via  canal  and  Lakes.  Mr.  Johnson  brought 
liis  family  to  Manchester  Township,  quartered 
them  with  friends,  and  returned  to  Chicao-o 
for  employment,  remaining  there  for  a  number  of 
months.  They  were  possessed  of  considerable 
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means  for  those  days  and  they  soon  purchased  one 
hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  hind  with  small  im¬ 
provements,  for  which  they  paid  $8  per  acre.  The 
-  house  was  a  good  log  building  and  in  this  they 
lived  for  many  years  before  Mr.  Johnson  erected 
the  main  jhart  of  his  present  commodious  and  com¬ 
fortable  dwelling.  He  died  in  the  fall  of  1875, 
when  seventy  years  of  age,  and  his  wife  too  passed 
away  about  three  months  later,  when  sixty-six 
years  of  age.  They  had  lost  three  children:  Emily, 
born  in  1833,  died  in  Mississippi  in  1866  leav- 
ing  her  husband,  M.  A.  Brown,  and  three  children  ; 
L^B.,  a  twin  brother  of  Mrs.  Brown,  died  in 
Chicago  iu  1872.  He  was  engaged  in  business  on 
the  vessels  there  and  when  on  a  recreation  trip  ho 
was  accidentally  drowned.  He  was  only  thirty- 
nine  years  of  age  and  was  a  prosperous  young 
business  man,  leaving  his  wife  and  three  daughters 
in  very  comfortable  circumstances,  all  the  fruits  of 
his  own  labors.  Ann,  born  in  1840,  became  Mrs. 
William  Server,  and  died  in  Manchester  Township 
in  1872,  when  but  thirty-two  years  of  age.  She 
left  her  husband  with  four  sons  and  one  daughter. 
The  living)  members  of  the  family  are:  A.  P.s 
Susan,  Peter,  Nels:  Sever,  our  subject,  and  his 
twin  sister,  Betsy;  Hannah,  John  and  Etta  C- 
A.  P.  and  Nels  are  manufacturers  of  furniture  in 
Chicago,  and^fave  been  in  business  there  for 
many  years.  They  started  in  a  small  way  on  Green 
Street  soon  after  the  war,  and  their  business  has  in- 
/  creased  until  now  they  have  the  largest  chair  fac¬ 
tory  in  the  United  States.  All  the  members  of 
this  family  were  well  educated. 

Our  subject  has  followed  agricultural  pursuits 
all  his  life  and  married  a  farmer’s  daughter,  Miss 
Betsy  Scaver,  May  25, 1882,  Her  parents,  Knudt 
and  Thora  Seaver,  were  both  Norwegians,  who 
came  to  the  States  at  an  early  day.  Mrs.  Johnson 
was  born  in  Manchester  Township  in  1859.  After 
marriage,  our  subject  and  wife  settled  on  the  old 
homestead  and  are  now  the  owners  of  one  hundred 
and  seventy-seven  acres  of  good,  productive  land, 
with  ample  barns,  outbuildings,  etc.  His  bam  was 
the  first  one  erected  in  the  neighborhood  and  was 
built  by  his  father  from  timber  that  grew  on  the 
farm.  One  barn,  30x50  feet,  has  the  stable  in  the 
basement.  Mr,  Johnson  is  engaged  in  general 


farming  and  in  connection  raises  a  great  many 
hogs,  selling  from  forty  to  fifty  head  each  year. 
He  keeps  from  thirty  to  forty  head  of  horses  and 
horned  cattle,  and  also  about  twelve  cows,  lie 
and  Mrs.  Johnson  hold  membership  in  the  Norwe¬ 
gian  Lutheran  Church. 


AMUEL  KIRK.  Lives  of  public-spirited 
and  successful  citizens  furnish  examples 
which  should  encourage  others  to  greater 
efforts  and  nobler  deeds;  and  among  those 
who  are  building  for  themselves  monuments  that 
will  outlast  shafts  of  granite  or  statues  in  bronze, 
may  be  mentioned  Mr.  Kirk,  who,  amid  comforts 
accumulated  by  his  unremitting  exertions,  and  sur¬ 
rounded,  by  the  evidences  of, the  love  of  his  family,, 
the  respect  of  his  acquaintances  and  the  confidence 
of  his  friends,  is  tranquilly  passing  the  twilight  of 
his  life  at  his  pleasant  home  in  Ikscatonicn. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  Samuel  Kirk,  Sr.,  was 
the  son  of  Thomas  ICirk  and  was  horn  iu  North¬ 
amptonshire,  England,  where  ho  was  also  reared 
and  married.  In  1851,  he  emigrated  to  America 
with  his  wife  and  thr<^  sons  (two  sons  haying 
come  hither  previous!^  and  located  in  Rockford, 
where  he  engaged  ii  teaming  for  three  vein*. 
Thence  removing  to  Seward  Township,  Winnebago 
County,  he  purchased  a  quarter-section  of  land, 
and  upon  the  home  he  there  established  resided 
until  his  death  at  the  age  of  sixty-live  years.  His 
wife  passed  away  at  the  age  of  seventy-eight 
years,  ten  months  and  sixteen  days. 

Born  in  Northamptonshire,  England,  April  24, 
1836,  our  subject  was  a  lad  of  about  fifteen  years 
when  be  came  to  America.  He  aided  his  father  in 
teaming  at  Rockford  and  afterward  accompanied 
him  to  the  farm  in  Seward  Township.  After 
farming  for  three  years  in  Winnebago  Township, 
he  returned  to  Seward,  where  lie  oporated  and  culti¬ 
vated  a  tract  of  land  until  he  retired  from  farming 
pursuits  and  removed  to  Pecatonica,  llis  labors 
resulted  in  the  accumulation  of  a  considerable 
amount  of  this  world’s  goods,  through  the  exer¬ 
cise  of  good  judgment  and  integrity.  Meanwhile 
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lie  1ms  ever  maintained  a  deep  interest  in  religious 
work,  is  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  prominent  in  its  councils,  and  lias  served 
as  Class-leader  and  Steward  for  thirty  years.  His 
political  affiliations' are  with  the  Prohibition  party 
and  lie  takes  an  active  part  in  public  affairs. 

In  1858,  Mr.  Kirk  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Ann  Faulkner,  who  whs  born  November  11, 
1810.  She  is  the  daughter  of  John  and  Mary 
Faulkner,  of  whom  see  sketch  elsewhere*  in  this 
volume.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kirk  are  the  parents  of  the 
following-named  children:  William,  born  in  Sew¬ 
ard  Township,  December  24,  1862,  married  Emma 
Logan,  who  died  October  2, 1888,  leaving  one  son, 
Howard  R.,  born  August  15,  1888;  Elizabeth  A., 
bora  September  5,  1864,  married  Seigel  JBuesingay 
and  lias  two  children  living;  Charles,  born  in  Win¬ 
nebago  Tqj-msb ip,  December  20,  1.866;  and  Fannie, 
born  in  the  same  township,  April  7,  1868j  married 
Charles  Eddv. 


/isg^ONRAD  A.  NEWMAN,  a  successful  and 
prominent  designer  and  draughtsman,  cm- 
ployed  by  the  Union  Furniture  Company 
and  the  Rockford  Clmir  and  Furniture  Company, 
was  born  in  Sweden,  March  31,  1860.  Ills  father 
died  before  lie  was  born.  Ills  mother  afterward 
becamo  the  wife  of  Mr.  Moborg,  and  with  her  fam¬ 
ily  came  to  the  United  States,  locating  in  Rockford, 
where  she  is  still  living  at  the  age  of  sixty-four 
years.  Her  Second  husband  died  some  years  ago. 
He  was  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Church,  to 
which  Airs.  Moberg  also  belongs. 

Our  subject  was  a  lad  of  eight  summers  when, 
with  the  family,  he  crossed  the  broad  Atlantic. 
Almost  his  entire  life,  therefore,  has  been  spent  in 
this  oityxmd  of  much  of  its  growth  and  develop¬ 
ment  ho  has  been  an  eye-witness.  Ilis  education 
was  here  acquired  in  the  public  schools  and  he  be¬ 
came  a  carver  in  the  employ  of  the  Union  Furni¬ 
ture  Company,  with  which  lie  remained  for  fifteen 
yours.  In  the  meantime,  he  gained  a  reputation 
as  a  draughtsman  and  designer  and  for  some  time 
lias  given  thelntlcr  profession  his  closest  attention. 
He  has  always  been  regarded  jus  a  skilled  workman, 


and  it  is  said  by  some  of. the  leading  stockholders 
of  the  companies  by  which  lie  is  employed,  that 
much  of  their  success  is  due  to  the  designing  of 
Air.  Newman  and  his  skilled  work.  He  has  been 
associated  with  the  Union  Furniture  Company  for 
some  seven  years,  and  with  the  Rockford  Chair 
and  Furniture  Company  for  the  past  three  years. 
He  is  also  a  stockholder  and  Director  in  both.  c 

In  Sheridan,  Ill.,  Air,  Newman  was  united  in  the 
holy  bonds  of  matrimony  to  Aliss  Alary  Rasmus- 
son,  who  was  born  in  Chicago,  in  1868,  and  when 
quite  young  went  with  her  parents  to  LaSalle 
County.  In  Sheridan,  her  education  was  acquired 
and  the  days  Of  her  maidenhood  were  passed. 
Her  parents  were  both  natives  of  Norway.  Her 
father,  J.  Rasmussen ,  who  is  now  well  advanced  in 
years,  is  a  shoe  dealer  of  Sheridan.  Her  mother 
was  called  to  the  home  beyond  some  _ye:irs  ago. 

Mr.  and  Airs.  Newman  are  the  proud  parents  of 
four  interesting  children,  three  sons  and  one 
daughter:  Earl  A.,  Lyle  W,,  Jennie  V.  and  Ray  IL 
Our  subject  and  his  wife  hold  membership  with  the 
Swedish  Methodist  Church  and  are  actively  inter¬ 
ested  in  its  growth  and  upbuilding.  Air.  Newman 
is  a  Prohibitionist  in  politics.  The  cause  of  tem¬ 
perance  fiiids  in  him  a  warm  friend  and  he  is  an 
earnest  advocate  of  everything  calculated  to  -pro¬ 
mote  the  moral,  social  and  educational  interests  of 
the  city.  His  life  has  been  well  and  worthily- 
spent  in  the  interests  of  his  business  and  bis  fam¬ 
ily  and  he  holds  a  high  rank  among  his  fellow- 
townsmen,  as  an  upright  and  straightforward  busi¬ 
ness  man,  who  deserves  the  confidence  of  the  com¬ 
munity. 


BORGE  II.  HOLA1ES,  who  ranks  among  the 
111  Gjw?  to-do  and  progressive  farmers  of  Rock- 
ford  Township,  is  at  present  residing  on 
section  21,  where  he  is  engaged  in  the  successful 
cultivation  of  a  fine  tract  of  land.  He  is  a  native 
of  the  county,  having  been  bom  in  Rockford,  Feb¬ 
ruary  28,  1844.  lie  is  a  son  of  Hollis  II.  Holmes, 
one  of  the  pioneers  of  this  section,  who  it  is 
thought  was  born  in  tire  town  of  Northeast,  Put¬ 
nam  County,  N.  Y.,  April  15,  1810.  He  was  very 
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young  when  his  parents  moved  across  the  line  into 
Connecticut  where  he  was  reared  and  educated. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  a  shoemaker  by 
trade,  and  from  Connecticut  went  t.0  Canada, 
where  he  was  engaged  in  the  leather  business  at  St. 
Thomas.  In  1839,  accompanied  by  his  wife,  he 
came  to  Winnebago  County,  making  the  removal 
with  teams.  He  at  once  located  in  Rockford,  which 
was  at  that  time  little  more  than  a  hamlet,  and 
opened  the  first  extensive  boot  and  shoe  store 
in  the  place.  He  continued  in  that  line  of  business 
until  1846,  when,  on  account  of  ill-licalth,  lie  sold 
out  and  purchased  a  farm  adjoining  the'eity  On  the 
east,  which  is  now  included  in  the  suburb  known 
as  “  Highlands.”  Mr.  Holmes  there  established  a 
nursery,  which  was  the  first  in  the  count-y,  and 
which  he  conducted  until  his  decease  in  1859. 

Our  subject’s  mother  bore  the  maiden  name  of 
Sarah  Moore.  She  was  born  in  Sparta,  County  of 
Elgin,  Province  of  Ontario,  Canada.  She  departed 
this  life  on  the  home  farm  in  1885,  having  become 
the  mother  of  three  children:  George  II.,  Edward 
M.  and  Frank  E.  A  sketch  of  both  brothers  will 
appear  on  another  page  of  this  work.  The  elder 
Mr.  Holmes  wa3,  in  early  life,  a  Whig  in  politics, 
but  later  joined  the  Republican  ranks.  He  was 
elected  County  Treasurer  in  1846,  serving  a  period 
of  three  years. 

George  H.  Holmes  received  his  education  in 
Rockford,  and,  after  the  decease  of  hisTather,  con¬ 
tinued  in  the  nursery  business  until  1862.  In  dune 
Of  that  year,  he  enlisted  for  three  months  in*  Com¬ 
pany  A,  Sixty-seventh  Illinois  Infantry, and  served 
with  his  regiment  until  the  6th  of  October  fol¬ 
lowing.  He  returned  home,  and  May  11,  1864,  on- 
listed  in  the  United  States  naval  service  and 
served  for  one  year  on  the  gunboat  “  Undine.” 
Again  returning  home,  our  subject  resumed  his 
business  as  a  nursery -man  until  1890,  when  the  old 
home  farm  was  sold  and  platted  into  city  lots, 
which  was  known  as  the  “Highlands,”  the  most 
beautiful  suburb  of  Rockford. 

After  the  marriage  of  our  subject  in  December, 
1890,  at  which  time  Miss  Alice  Herrick  became  his 
wife,  he  located  on  the  old  Herrick  homestead, 
where  he  resides  at  the  present  time.  Mrs.  Holmes 
was  born  on  the  farm  which  is  her  present  abiding- 


place,  and  is  a  daughter  of  Ephraim  Abbott  Her¬ 
rick,  a  native  of  Andover,  Essex  County,  Mass., 
where  he  was  reared  and  resided  until  1839.  At 
that  date  ho  came  to  Illinois,  made  a  claim  to 
a  tract  of  Government  land  on  the  oast  half  cr  the 
southeast  quarter  of  section  36,  and  when  the  land 
came  into  market  purchased  it  at  #1.25  per  acre. 
He  erected  a  log  house  on  the  place  and  com¬ 
menced  its  improvement.  Ilis  father  was  associated 
with  him  in  the  ownership  and  cultivation  of  the 
property,  and  together  they  erected  good  build¬ 
ings  and  resided  on  the  place  until  the  death  of 
Mr.  Herrick  in  January,  1881.  The  maiden  name 
of  the  mother  of  Mrs.  Holmes  was  Lovina  Stevens. 
She  was  born  in  Lennox,  Madison  County,  N.  Y., 
and  was  a  daughter  of  Noah  and  Lois  (Walker) 
Stevens.  She  is  still  residing  on  the  old  home¬ 
stead. 

Our  subject,  socially,  is  a  member  of  Ncvins 
Post  No.  1,  G.  A.  R. 


SAMUEL  CUNNINGHAM  is  a  man  widely- 
known  for  his  integrity,  honesty  and  up* 
rightness,  always  contributing  liberally  to 
every  good  cause  and  striving  to  suppress 
evil,  lie  is  at  present  residing  on  a.  splendid 
farm,  pleasantly  located  two  miles  northwest  of 
the  city  in  Rockford  Township,  which  is  supplied 
with  good  buildings  and  well  equipped  with  the 
most  practical  modern  machinery. 

Our  subject  was  bom  in  Pctorbovo,  Hillsboro 
County,  N.  II.,  August  15,  18.15,  and  is  a  son  of 
James  Cunningham,  who  was  also  a  native  of  that 
place,  as  was  also  his  father,  James  Cunningham, 
Sr,  The  great-grandfather  of  our  subject,  Thomas 
Cunningham,  was  born  in  tins  North  of  Ireland,  of 
Scotch  parents,  and  on  emigrating  to  America  set¬ 
tled  in  Londonderry,  N.  IU?  He  later  removed  to 
Pcterboro,  about  1735,  whei-c  he  was  one  of  the 
earliest  settlers.  He  secured  a  tract  of  timber  land 
in  the  southern  part  of  the  town  and  made  that 
place  his  home  until  his  decease,  aftei;  having 
reared  a  family  of  three  sons  and  three  daughters. 
The  grandfather  of  our  subject  was  reared  to 
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farming  pursuits,  which  calling  lie  followed 
throughout  his  entire  life,  He  became  the  owner 
of  a  tract  of  timber  land,  located  one  mile  from 
the  old  homestead,  which  he  cleared  and  improved, 
making  his  home  there  until  his  decease.  He  was 
widely  and  favorably  known  in  the  community 
and  was  a  patriot  in  the  Revolutionary  War.  The 
maiden  name  of  his  wife  was  Sarah  Nay,  who,  as 
far  as  is  known,  was  also  born  in  Peterboro.  She 
became  the  mother  of  afamilv  of  five  sons  and  two 
o  daughters,  and  departed  this  life  on  the  old  home 
farm. 

The  direct  progenitor  of  our  subject  remained 
with  his  parents  until  reaching  mature  yearn,  when 
he  went  to  Maine,  making  that  State  Ids  home  for 
a  time,  and  on  returning  to  Peterboro  lived  on 
the  old  homestead  until  1838.  In  that  year,  lie 
came  West  to  Winnebago  Count}',  and  purchased 
a  claim  four  miles  from  Rockford.  He  later 
entered  a  tract  from  the  Government,  which  lie 
improved  and  resided  upon  for  a  number  of  years, 
when,  moving  to  Rockford,  lie  purchased  a  home 
on  what  is  now  the  site  of  the  Second  Congrega¬ 
tional  Church,  and  there  resided  until  his  death. 
The  maiden  name  of  the  mother  of  our  subject  was 
Sarah  Morrison  Cunningham.  She  was  born  in 
Peterboro,  N.  II.,  and  was  a  daughter  of  Cnpt. 
Samuel  and  Susan  (Carter)  Cunningham.  She 
Came  West  to  Winnebago  County  in  1839,  and, 
surviving  her  husband  a  few  years,  died  at  the 
home  of  her  son,  Benjamin  P. 

The  five  sons  included  in  the  parental  family 
wore  Isaac  N.,  James  P.,  Thomas,  Samuel,  William 
and  Benjamin  E.  Isaac  N.  came  to  Winnebago 
County  in  the  year  1886,  and  was  the  second  Sheriff 
of  the  county;  he  depavted  this  life  in  Rockford. 
James  P.  is  a  graduate  of  Bowdoin  College  and  for 
a  number  of  years  practiced  medicine  at  Hunts¬ 
ville,  Ala. ;  he  is  also  deceased,  departing  this  life 
at  Peterboro,  N.  II.,  when  in  his  twenty-ninth  year. 
Thomas  located  at  Manchester,  Coffee  County, 
Tonu.,  where  his  decease  occurred.  William  went 
to  California  in  1852  and  is  at  the  present  time  re¬ 
siding  in  San  Francisco.  Benjamin  F.  is  a  promi¬ 
nent  vesident  of  Rockford  Township. 

Samuel  Cunningham  was  reared  and  educated 
in  his  native  town  and  remembers  distinctly  when 


there  were  no  railroads  near  his  home  and  Boston, 
which  was  the  nearest  market,  was  sixty  miles 
away.  He  remained  under  the  parental  roof  until 
reaching  his  sixteenth  year,  at  which  time  he  com¬ 
menced  clerking  in  an  hotel.  Later  he  was  en¬ 
gaged  in  driving  a  stage  from  Keene  to  Boston, 
and  in  1839,  desiring  to  learn  more  of  the  Western 
country,  came  to  Illinois,  where  he  was  met  at  Chi¬ 
cago  i>y  his  brother  William,  who  with  his  team 
conveyed  them  to  Winnebago  County.  At  that 
time,  Rockford  was  little  more  than  a  hamlet  and 
the  surrounding  country  was  owned  mostly  by  the 
Government.  Deer  and  wild  game  were  plentiful 
and  prairie  chickens  and  quails  would  often  come 
to  the  door  of  their  cabin  to  be  fed.  Mr.  Cunning¬ 
ham  lived  with  his  father,  who  had  also  Come  to 
this  county,  for  two  years  and  then  purchased  a 
tract  of  Government  land  in  what  is  now  Winne¬ 
bago  Township.  There  he  erected  a  good  frame 
house,  improved  the  land  and  resided  there  until 
1863,  when  he  disposed  of  his  estate  and  purchased 
the  old  homestead  of  his  father.  He  made  that 
place  his  homo  for  the  succeeding  thirteen  years, 
wlicn  he  also  disposed  of  it  and  became  the  owner 
of  the  place  where  he  is  at  present  residing. 

June  12,  1839,  our  subject  was  married  to  Emily 
Cutter,  who  was  born  in  Goshen.  Ailli  van  County 
N.  II.,  February  24,  1816.  She  ^}as  the  daughter' 
of  John  Cutter,  who  was  born  in  Cheshire  County, 
N.  IT.,  October  31,  1788.  His  father,  also  named 
John  Cutter,  was  born  at  Woburn,  Mass.,  April  16, 
1765,  and  was  married  to  Abigail  Dcmary,  of 
Rindge,  who  was  the  daughter  of  John  and  Rebecca 
(Corneille)  Demary,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of 
Boston  and  of  F'rencli  parentage.  The  grandfather 
of  Airs.  Cunningham  removed  from  Massachusetts 
to  Jaffrey,  N.  H.,  in  1789.  lie  was  a  leading  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Universalist  Church  at  that  place,  where 
he  passed  the  remainder  of  his  life.  The  father  of 
Mrs.  Cunningham  learned  the  trade  of  a  tanner 
from  his  father,  and  after  his  marriage  removed  to 
Goshen,  where,  in  addition  to  carrying  ou  his  trade, 
he  operated  a  farm.  He  departed  this  life  on  the 
5th  of  February,  1829.  Airs.  Cunningham’s  mother 
in  girlhood  was  Betsey  Crosby,  a  native  of  Jaffrey 
and  the  daughter  of  Capt.  Alpheus  and  Elizabeth 
(Gilmore)  Crosby.  She  survived  her  husband  for 
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a  number  of  37ears  and  died  at  Plymouth,  N.  H. 
Sirs.  Cunningham  was  twelve  years  $id  on  the 
death  of  her  father,  and  was  then  taken  into  the 
home  of  an  uncle.'  Sho  commenced  teaching 
school  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  which  pro¬ 
fession  she  followed  until  her  marriage. 

Two  sons  have  been  born  to  our  subject  and  his 
estimable  wife:  James  C.,  whoso  birth  occurred 
November  21,  1848,  died  in  his  nineteenth  year. 
John  A.,  who  was  born  August  27,  1851,  died  in 
his  twenty-seventh  year;  he  had  married  Elizabeth 
Hollenbeck  and  was  the  father  of  two  children, 
John  Clement  and  Katie  Emily,  the  latter  of  whom 
is  deceased.  In  politics,  our  subject  is  a  Republi¬ 
can,  voting  the  Whig  ticket  previous  to  the  forma¬ 
tion  of  that  party.  In  official  matters,  lie  served 
as  Assessor  of  Winnebago  Township  for  thirteen 
years  and  was  Supervisor  for  two  terms.  In  1 844, 
he  was  elected  a  member  of  the  Board  of  County 
Cohunissioners  and  in  every  position  fulfilled  the 
duties  imposed  upon  him  in  a  most  creditable 


^JSUGUST  LIJNDBERG,  one  of  the  wide- 
1*01  awake,  thorough-going  business  men  of 
fink  Rockford,  is  a  Stockholder  and  Director  of 
the  Excelsior  Manufacturing  Company,  of 
that  city;  also  President  and  stockholder  of  the 
Globe  Clothing  Company,  which  was  started  in 
1890  with  a  capital  Stock  of  $50,000,  most  Of  which 
has  already  been  paid  up,  and  he  is  also  interested 
in  other  enterprises.  He  has  been  a  stockholder  of 
the  former  company  since  1882,  and  is  now  fore- 
,man  of  the  upholstering  department. 

Like  many  of  the  representative  business  men  of 
Rockford,  Mr.  Lundborg  is  a  Swede,  his  birth  oc¬ 
curring  in  Wester  Gothland  Province  on  the  29th 
of  November,  1841,  and  in  that  country  he  learned 
his  trade.  He  came  to  the  United  States  in  1870, 
located  in  Chicago,  and  was  the  first  of  the  family 
to  venture  on  American  soil.  Since  then  he  has 
been  joined  by  three  sisters:  Mrs.  Matilda  Ander¬ 
son,  Mrs.  Charlotte  Matterson,  Mrs.  Caroline  Tal- 
strom,  and  a  half  sister,  Miss  Christina  Carlson,  all 
now  of  Chicago. 

The  parents,  Carl  and  Johanna  (Anderson)  Lund¬ 


borg,  died  in  Sweden,  when  seventy-five  and  sixty- 
two  years  of  age,  respectively.  The  father  had  boon 
twice  married,  his  first  wife  being  the  mother  of 
our  subject.  He  followed  the  occupation  of  a  tiller 
of  the  soil  all  his  life,  and  met  with  substantial  re¬ 
sults  in  ibis  pursuit.  The  second  wife  resides  in 
Sweden,  and  is  well  along  in  years.  She  is  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  State  Church,  as  was  also  her  husband 
and  his  first  wife. 

August  Lundborg  was  the  third  in  order  of  birth 
of  the  children  born  to  his  parents,  and  was  a 
single  man  when  lie  came  to  this  country.  lie  was 
married  in  Chicago  to  Miss  Gustave  Carlson,  a 
native  of  Sweden,  born  October  28,  1845.  Ho  sub¬ 
sequently  followed  the  trade  of  upholsterer  in  Chi¬ 
cago  for  twelve  years,  being  overseer  of  tho  uphol¬ 
stery  department  of  the  Sherwood  School  Manu¬ 
facturing  Company  for  some  time.  From  there  he 
came  to  Rockford,  and  1ms  been  identified  with  the 
business  interests  of  tho  city  over  since. 

Of  the  nine  children born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Lund  berg,  only  two  are  iFpv  living,  Anna  O.  and 
Lillie  M.,  both  at  home.  The  remainder  of  the 
children  died  when  under  tenders  of  ago.  Mr. 
Lundbcrg  and  his  wife  hold  membership  in  the 
Mission  Lutheran  Church,  and  he;  has  been  one  of 
the  Church  Trustees  for  sotno^nno.  He  is  a  Re¬ 
publican  in  politics. 

Mrs.  Lundborg  is  now  the  only  one  of  her  fam¬ 
ily  in  America.  She  was  preceded  to  this  country 
by  a  brother,  Swans  Carlson,  who  died  recently  in 
California.  Ecu  father  died  in  Sweden,  and  her 
mother  still  makes  her  home  in  that  conn  tty. 


jy|  RS.  MARION  (MONTGOMERY)  GREEN- 
I  \\\  LEE,  who  resides  on  section  1,  Guilford 
Jfl  I®  Township,  Winnebago  County,  was  born 
®  in  Kin  tyre,  Argyleshire,  Scotland,  April 
27,  1888.  Her  father,  James  Montgomery,  was 
born  in  tho  Same  locality,  and  his  father,  Robert 
Montgomery,  was  probably  born  on  tho  same  farm. 
He  was  a  farmer,  and  spent  his  entire  life  in  Scot¬ 
land.  Ho  married  Jane  Griffin,  who  likewise  never 
loft  her  native  land. 

y-James  Montgomery  was  reared  to  manhood  on 
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his  father’s  farm,  and  aftor  attaining  to  mature 
years  wedded  Jane  Caldwell,  a  native  of  Avgyle- 
shiro,  and  a  daughter  of  James  and  Elizabeth 
(Howie)  Caldwell.  In  1842,  with  his  wife  and 
seven  children,  lie  emigrated  to  America.  The 
vessel  in  which  he  took  passage  weighed  anchor  on 
the  4-th  of  June  and  reached  the  harbor  of  New 
York  on  the  4th  of  July.  With  his  family  he  at 
once  started  Westward,  traveling  by  way  of  the 
Erie  Canal  and  the  Great  Lakes  to  Chicago,  where 
ho  procured  a  team  and  came  on  to  Winnebago 
County.  He  secured  a  tract  of  Government  land 
in  what  'is  nOw  Harlem  Township,  purchasing^ 
farm  in  connection  with  his  brother-in-law,  Daniel 
Smith.  They  moved  into  a  log  building  which 
had  formerly  been  used  as  a  distillery,  and  after 
threo  years  Mr.  Montgomery  sold  his  interest  in 
that  place  and  bought  the  farm  upon  which  Mrs. 
Greenlee  now  resides.  It  was  a  tract  of  wild  land, 
upon  which  not  a  furrow  had  been  turned  or  an 
improvement  made,  but  lie  at  once  built  a  house 
and  engaged  in  the  cultivation  and  improvement 
of  the  land  until  his  death.  His  wife  was  not  long 
permitted  to  enjoy  .her  new  home  in  America,  as 
she  was  called  to  her  final  rest  in  January,  1843. 
Six  children  of  the  family  are  now  living:  Eliza¬ 
beth,  Robert,  James,  Mary,  Marion  and  John.  Jane 
died  in  1883. 

Mrs.  Greenlee  was  a  child  of  only  four  sum¬ 
mers  when  her  parents  crossed  the  broad  Atlantic, 
and  has  but  little  recollection  of  any  other  than 
her  adopted  land.  She  remembers  well  her  early 
life  among  the  wild  scenes  of  the  frontier  here, and 
well  deserves  mention  among  the  pioneers  of  the 
county.  She  resided  with  her  father  until  his 
death,  her  husband  having  previously  purchased 
the  old  homestead.  It;  was  in  March,  1861,  that 
she  gave  her  hand  in  marriage  to  Robert  Greenlee, 
a  native  of  Argyleshire,  Scotland,  and  a  son  of 
Robert  and  Mary  (Mitchell)  Greenlee.  With  his 
parents,  he  came  to  America  when  a  young  man 
twcntyjhfec  yearn  of  age,  and  throughout  his 
entire  life  followed  the  occupation  of  farming, 
lie  was  a  successful  business  man  and  an  upright 
and  honorable  citizen,  and  his  death,  which  oc¬ 
curred  in  1874,  was  a  loss  to  the  entire  community, 
as  well  us  to  his  immediate  family. 


Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Greenlee  were  born  three 
children,  who  are  yet  living:  Elizabeth  is  the 
wife  of  Peter  Greenlee,  and  they  have  two  chil¬ 
dren:  Edith  M.  an<J-Rob’ert  L.  The  sons  of  the 
family,  Robert  and  James,  are  still  at  home,  and 
operate  and  carry  on  the  farm  for  their  mother. 
Mrs.  Greenlee  and  her  children  are  all  members  of 
the  Willow  Creek  Presbyterian  Church,  and  they 
are  a  highly  respected  family,  held  in  warm  regard 
by  their  many  friends  throughout  the  community. 


eEORGE  GLEASMAN,  deceased,  was  born  in 
West  Leyden,  Lewis  County,  N.  Y.,  June 
80,  1840.  His  father,  Godfrey  Gleasman, 
was  born  on  the  banks  of  the  Ri  ver  Rhone,  in  Ger¬ 
many,  where  lie  was  reared  to  man’s  estate,  being 
one  of  a  family  of  four  sons,  who  came  to  Amer¬ 
ica:  Godfrey,  Valentine,  George  and  David.  The 
father  of  our  subject  was  married  in  Germany,  and 
on  emigrating  to  the  New  World,  first  settled  in 
West  Leyden,  N.  Y.,  and  later  lived  in  Romo. 

In  1862,  Godfrey  Gleasman  enlisted  in  a  New 
York  Regiment,  and  was  killed  in  the  battle  of 
Antiotam,  in  which  conflict  his  brother  George  was 
also  killed.  The  maiden  name  of  the  mother  of 
our  subject  was  Henrietta  Sminiuger;  she  came  to 
Illinois  in  1857,  and  spent  her  last  days  in  Rock- 
ton,  Winnebago  County.  Our  subject  was  reared 
and  educated  in  New  York  State,  and  previous  to 
his  marriage  settled  on  the  farm  which  his  family 
now  occupies,  on  section  1,  Owen  Township,  Win¬ 
nebago  County.  There  he  was  actively  engaged 
in  its  cultivation  until  January  1, 1890,  when  he  de¬ 
parted  this  life.  The  estate  is  one  of  the  finest  in 
the  county,  and  contains  four  hundred  well-im¬ 
proved  acres,  and  goodbuildings  have  been  erected 
on  the  place,  which  is  supplied  with  all  needful 
machinery.  It  is  managed  by  the  older  sons  of 
our  subject,  Edwin  and  Charles.  The  other  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  family  are  Mina,  Katie,  Ratio,  Alice, 
Abbie  and  Prank.  George  is  deceased. 

Miss  Sarah  Lake,  who  was  born  March  18,  1845, 
in  Owen  Township,  became  the  wife  of  our  sub¬ 
ject.  She  is  the  daughter  of  Hiram  Lake,  who  was 
a  native  of  Canada,  while  it  is  thought  her  grand- 
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father,  who  bore  the  name  of  John  Lake,  was  horn 
in  the  Empire  State,  whence  he  removed  to  Can- 
ada,  and  lived  for  a  time  near  Kingston.  Later  ho 
purchased  a  farm  near  Orino,  where  lie  made  his 
home  until  1844,  at  which  time  he  came  tftlilinois, 
and  for  a  short  time  resided  in  Winnebago  County. 
He,  however,  returned  to  Canada,  where  Iris  de¬ 
cease  occurred.  He  had  married  Sarah  Stover,  who 
departed  this  life  in  Iowa  while  on  a  visit  to  her 
daughter,  but  was  brought  back  and  buried  in 
Rockford,  Ill. 

The  father  of  Mrs.  Glcasman  followed  his  trade 
of  a  carpenter  in  Canada,  in  addition  to  which  he 
added  the  occupation  of  farming,  and  lived  there 
until  1844.  when  he  came  via  the  Lakes  to  Chi¬ 
cago,  thence  by  team  to  Winnebago  County.  He 
purchased  a  tract  of  land  on  .section  12,  Owen 
Township,  on  which  was  a  partially  completed 
house  made  of  sod.  He  immediately  commenced 
the  work  of  improving  his  land,  upon  which  he  re¬ 
sided  until  his  decease,  October  16,  1872.  The 
maiden  name  of  his  wife  was  Elizabeth  Thompson; 
she  was  born  in  England,  and  was  the  daughter  of 
Richardson  and  Ann  (Greene)  Thompson,  also  na¬ 
tives  of  that  country.  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Thompson 
died  on  the  home  farm  March  20,  1888.  She 
reared  two  of  her  three  children :  Rachel  married 
Albert  Hullett,  and  Sarah  became  Mrs.  G lens- 
man,  of  this  sketch.  Our  subject  and  his  estimable, 
wife  became  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  at  Rockford,  in  1882.  Their  eldest  son, 
Edwin,  married  Lissie  Trueman.  The  father  of 
Mrs.  Gleasman  was  the  first  Justice  of  the  Peace 
elected  in  Owen  Township,  which  honorable  posi¬ 
tion  he  held  until  his  death. 


GEORGE  M.  TAFT,  one  of  the  leading  agri¬ 
culturists  of  the  township,  if  not  the  county, 
makes  quite  a  specialty  of  stock-raising 
and  has  a  large  flock  of  Shropshire  sheep  that  will 
compare  favorably  with  any  in  the  county.  Like 
most  of  his  neighbor  farmers,  he  keeps  many  cows, 
and  sends  his  milk  to  the  creamery.  He  is  wide¬ 
awake  and  thorough-going  and  has  made  a  success 
of  his  occupation. 


Mr.  Taft  was  born  in  Roscoe  Township,  this 
county,  on  the  6th  of  February,  ,186,'),  but  his  par¬ 
ents,  Levi  M.  and  Electa  (Gregory)  Taft,  wore  na¬ 
tives  af  the  Empire  State,  tins  former  born  in  1817 
and  tho  latter  in  1811  Grandfather  Taft  was  a 
native  either  of  Vermont  or  New  Hampshire,  and 
removed  to  New  York  State  when  his  son  Levi  was 
but  six  years  of  age.  Still  later  he  removed  to  the 
Western  Reserve,  Ohio,  near  Ashtabula,  whore  he 
died  at  an  advanced  ago,  leaving  a  family  of  chil¬ 
dren.  Ho  was  a  life-long  farmer  and  was  in  com¬ 
fortable  circumstances.  Mrs.  Taft’s  father,  Samuel 
Gregory,  was  a  native  New  Yorker,  and  'followed 
farming  all  his  life,  lie  was  killed  by  a  run-away 
team,  when  in  the  prime  of  life,  and  left  a  family 
of  eight  children. 

Levi  Taft,  father  of  our  subject,  was  but  twenty 
years  of  ago  when  he  came  to  Rockford,  Winne¬ 
bago  County,  and  ho  entered  a  tract  of  about  two 
hundred  acres  in  section  6,  on  which  he  built  a  log 
house,  and  in  which  house  his  wife  taught  school. 
They  buried  two  children  in  infancy;  Hulun  died 
when  eighteen  years  of  ago,  and  our  subject  is  the 
only  one  now  living.  The  latter  was  reared  to 
farm  labor,  and  was  given  excel  lent  opportunities 
for  getting  an  education,  but  lie  neglected  his  ad¬ 
vantages.  He  selected  his  wife  in  the  person  of 
Miss  Cora  Carpenter,  of  Roscoe,  and  their  nuptials 
were  celebrated  on  the  23d  of  November,  1876. 
Her  parents,  Newton  and  Almira  (Reynolds)  Car¬ 
penter,  of  Herkimer  County,  N.  Y.,  came  West  in 
1852,  and  tho  father  followed  his  trade,  that  of 
carpenter  and  joiner.  He  was  ono  of  the  ’44)crs 
who  went  to  California  during  tho  gold  fever  ex¬ 
citement,  going  by  way  of  the  Isthmus,  and  return¬ 
ing  by  the  same  route  in  1851.  The  following 
year  lie  came  to  Illinois,  and,  in  company  with  his 
uncle,  Henderson  Collin,  purchased  a  farm.  lie 
then  returned  to  Now  York  for  his  wife,  whom  lie 
married  in  the  year  1854,  and  brought  back  with 
him  to  Illinois,  locating  in  Roscoe.  lie  built  an 
elevator,  and  for  many  years  ran  his  grain  ware¬ 
house,  and  was  also  railroad  agent  for  some  time. 
Ho  rented  his  farm  but  subsequently  sold  his  part 
of  the  same  to  Mr.  Coffin,  and  purchased  ono  hun¬ 
dred  acres  a  mile  and  a  half  east  of  the  Roscoe 
depot.  This  land  still  belongs  to  the  family.  Mr. 
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Carpenter  died  on  the  21th  of  March,  1884,  when 
lifty-eight,  years  of  age,  leaving  a  widow  and  one 
child,  now  Mrs.  Taft.  Mrs.  Carpenter  died  Febru¬ 
ary  15,  1887,  when .. sixty-throe  years  of  ago. 

Our  subject  and  wife  have  three  living  children: 
Helen,  born  August  SO,  1877,  and  Edith  and  Edna 
(twins),  bom  November  24,  1883.  These  are 
bright  children  and  Helen  attends  the  Roscoc 
school,  while  the  two  younger  are  in  the  district 
school.  Mr.  and  Mrs, Taft  iost  two  children:  Mer¬ 
rill  died  November  0, 1884,  when  little  over  three 
years  of  age,  and  Marshall  died  August  2,  1888, 
when  also  a  little  Over  three  years  old.  The  living 
children  arc  receiving  good  educational  advantages 
and  are  being  thoroughly  drilled  in  music.  Mr. 
Taft  is  a  Republican  but  not  enthusiastic  in 
politics. 

. x  -  si 

S  - ® 

GUIS  GOLDMAN,  proprietor  of  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Fair  at  Rockford,  located  at  Nos.  517, 
519,  521,  and  523  Seven tli  Street,  is  a  na¬ 
tive  of  Prussia.  His  birth  occurred  in  1854,  and 
he  was  reared  to  manhood  in  his  native  country, 
acquiring  his  education  in  the  public  schools. 
After  attaining  to  mature  years,  ho  was  married  to 
Miss  Betsy  Max,  who  was  born  and  reared  near  the 
home  of  her  husband.  Ilcr  father,  Charles  Max,  is 
Still  living  in  Prussia,  but  his  wife  died  in  middle 
life.  The  father  of  our  subject  is  also  yet  living 
and  makes  his  home  in  Chicago.  lie  came  of  old 
Hebrew  stock  and  has  always  been  a  member  of 
the  Jewish  Church,  to  which  his  wife  also  belonged. 
She  died  in  her  native  land. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Goldman  crossed  the  Atlantic  to 
America  in  1870,  lauding  at  New  York  City,  whore 
they  resided  for  a  time  and  then  removed  to  Chi¬ 
cago,  where  they  spent  some  years  previous  to 
coming  to  Rockford.  Their  homo  has  been  blessed 
by  the  presence  of  six  children;  Dora  and  Lottn, 
who  are  clerking  in  their  father’s  store;  Harry, 
who  is  now  a  student  in  the  High  School  of  Rock¬ 
ford;  Etta,  Ella  and  Lillie,  all  yet  at  home. 

0  While  residing  in  Chicago/Mr.  Goldman  was  en¬ 
gaged  in  the  mercantile  business  for  twelve  years. 
At  length,  ho  came  to  Rockford  and  in  188<i  es¬ 
tablished  a  dry-goods  store  on  East  State  Street, 


where  lie  carried  on  business  until  removing  to  his 
present  location  at  Nos.  517  to  523  Seventh  Street, 
The  American  Fair,  one  of  the  leading  stores  in  the 
city,  contains  a  large  and  well-assorted  stock  of 
dry-goods,  clothing,  furniture,  carpets,  boots  and 
shoes,  etc.,  and  receives  a  liberal  patronage.  The 
store  occupied  is  80x80  foot  and  is  well  stocked. 
From  the  beginning,  Mr.  Goldman  lias  received  a 
good  trade  and  is  now  doing  an  excellent  business, 
which  yields  him  a  handsome  income. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Goldman  began  their  domestic  life 
without  a  dollar’s  capital,  but  tlieir  united  efforts, 
enterprise,  industry,  and  good  management  have 
proved  important  factors  in  their  success  and  they 
have  steadily  worked  their  way  upward  until  their 
possessions  now  aggregate  more  than  $100,000. 
They  are  both  members  of  the  Jewish  Church  and 
arc  well-known  and  prominent  people  in  this  com¬ 
munity,  taking  an  active  interest  in  all  that  per¬ 
tains  to  the  welfare  of  Rockford  and  its  advance¬ 
ment.  On  another  page  will  lie  noticed  a  portrait 
of  Mr.  Goldman. 


ARWJN  W.  ALLEN,  of  Bolviderc,  is  a 
native  of  the  Empire  State.  His  grand¬ 
father,  Isaac  Allen,  was  born  in  Rhode 
Island,  April  29,  1768,  and  was  a  son  of 
Nehemiah  and  Abigail  Allen,  He  removed!  from 
his  native  State  to  New  York,  becoming  one  of  the 
pioneers  of  Herkimer  County,  and  in  thejnidst  of 
the  forest  developed  a  farm,  upon  which  he  made 
his  home  for  many  years.  He  came  to  Illinois  m 
1852,  and  spent  his  last  days  in  Boone  Comity. 
His  wife,  who  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Lydia 
Brown,  died  in  Newport,  N.  Y. 

John  F.  Allen,  father  of  our  subject,  was  born 
in  Rhode  Island  in  1792,  and  was  quite  young 
when  his  parents  went  to  New  York.  Ho  was 
there  roared,  and  married  Phoebe  Brown,  a  native 
of  Rhode  Island,  and  a  daughter  of  Christopher 
and  Ruby  (Fenner)  Brown.  With  his  wife  lie  re¬ 
moved  to  Oneida  County,  and  purchased  a  parti¬ 
ally  improved  farm,  but  after  some  years  returned 
to  Herkimer  County.  Emigrating  Westward  in 
1852,  lie  purchased  a  tract  of  land  in  Belvidere 
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Township,  Boone  County,  whore  he  engaged  in 
farming  until  his  death,  May  22,  1859.  His  wife 
died  March  17,  1878,  in  Belvidere.  They  were 
the  parents  of  two  sons,  Darwin  W.  and  Isaac  B. 

In  the  usual  i^aimer  of  fanner  lads  our  subject 
was  reared  to  manhood  an  dun  the  Empire  State 
he  made  his  home  until  185<|  when  he  came  to 
Illinois  and  cast  in  his  lot.. with  the  early  settlers 
of  Flora  Township,  Boone  County.  At  that  time 
Elgin  was  the  nearest  railroad  station  and  Bolvi- 
dere  was  but  a  small  village.  His  father  and  John 
Kolioon  bought  forty  acres  of  land  and  platted  it 
as  an  addition  to  the  city.  On  this  land  was  a 
small  frame  house  and  barn  and  the  former  con¬ 
tinued  to  be  the  home  of  our  subject  until  1860, 
when  he  sold  and  bought  land  near  the  city, 
where  he  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  until 
1866,  when  he  came  to  Belvidere,  and  since  that 
time  has  resided  at  the  corner  of  Pearl  and  Allen 
Streets.  =.v' 

On  the  3d  of  December,  1838,  Mr.  Allen  was 
joined  in  wedlock  with  Mary  Rix,  a  native  of 
Connecticut,  and  a  daughter  of  Theophilus  and 
Polly  (Meech)  Rix.  She  died  in  1860,  and  for 
his  second  wife  lie  chose  Ruth  Foster,  who  was 
born  in  New  Portland,  Somerset  County,  Me., 

.  in  March,  1834.  Her  father,  Leighton  Foster,, was 
born  in  Limerick,  Me.,  and  was  a  son  of  Benjamin 
Foster,  a  farmer  in  that  locality,  who  married 
Hannah  Bartlett,  a  native  of  Kiltery,  York  County. 
They  removed  to  New  Portland  and  afterward  to 
Dover,  Me.  The  father  of  Mrs.  Allen  was  reared 
in  the  former  place  and  there  married  Clarissa 
Ricker,  a  native  of  New  Portland,  and  a  daughter 
of  Levi  and  Rebecca  (Merryfiold)  Ricker.  A  few 
.years  after  tlieir  marriage  they  went  to  Dover, 
Me.,  and  in  1852  emigrated  to  Illinois.  Mr.  Fos¬ 
ter  purchased  a  farm  in  Flora  Township,  Boone 
County,  where  he  lived  until  1864,  when  he  moved 
to  Belvidere,  where  he  made  his  home  until  1881; 
he  then  removed  to  Bremer  County,  Iowa,  and  is 
still  a  resident  of  Waverly.  His  Wife  died  Octo¬ 
ber  14,  1889,  leaving  three  children;  Ruth,  John 
R.  and  Seth  L.  John  R.  died  May  25,  1891. 

By  his  first  marriage,  Mr.  Allen  had  two  chil¬ 
dren:  Frances,  who  is  now  the  wife  of  Joseph  W. 
Harper  and  has  four  children:  Irvin,  Mary, Bertha 


and  Joseph  Francis;  and  John  R.,  who  is  married 
and  has  one  son.  There  is  also  an  adopted  daugh¬ 
ter,  Lizzie  C.,  who  has  resided  with  our  subject  and 
his  wife  since  she  was  ton  years  of  ago.  This 
worthy  couple  are  widely  and  favorably  known 
throughout  the  community,  being  held  in  high  re¬ 
gard  for  their  sterling  worth.  In  politics,  Mr. 
Allen  is  a  stanch  Republican  and  has  been  a  patron 
of  the  Chicago  Journal  for  over  thirty  years. 


MLLIAM  IT.  MUNN  is  numbered  among 
\rJlf  th(i  industrious  andthrifty  members  of  the 
farming  community  of  Flora  Township, 
Boone  County,  where  he  has  an  excellent  farm 
that  is  nndor  good  tillage  and  yields  a  comfort¬ 
able  income.  He  was  born  in  Whitestowu,  Oneida 
County,  N.  Y.,  December  28,  1830,  and  is  a  son  of 
James  Munu,  who,  like  his  father,  also  named 
James,  had  his  birth  in  East  Kent,  England. 

The  grandfather  Of  our  subject  was  reared  and 
married  in  England  and  in  1830  came  to  the 
Fnited  Stales  and  located  In  Lyons,  Wayne 
County,  N.  Y„  where  lie  spent  his  last  days.  The 
grandmother  of  our  subject  prior  to  her  marriage 
was  Elizabeth  Kingsnorth  and  was  born  in  East 
Kent  and  died  at  the  homo  of  a  daughter  in 
Whitcstown,  N.  Y.  She  roared  a  family  of  eight 
children,  viz:  John,  James,  Alfred,  George,  Mary, 
Celia,  Jane  and  Thomas. 

The  father  of  him  of  whom  wo  write  was  reared 
on  a  farm  and  in  1827,  accompanied  by  his  wife 
and  five  children,  came  to  America,  setting  sail 
from  London  on  the  brig  “Emily”  in  July  and 
landing  in  New  York  in  September  after  a  voyage 
of  ten  weeks.  He  went  via  the  Hudson  River  and 
Erie  Canal  to  Whitcstown  and  for  several  years 
was  engaged  in  teaming  for  the  Oriskany  Manu¬ 
facturing  Company.  Ho  then  purchased  a  farm  in 
Whitcstown,  which  he  cultivated  until  1858,  the 
date  of  his  advent  into  Boone  County,  Here  he 
owned  and  occupied  a  farm  in  Flora  Township, 
where  his  decease  occurred  April  22,  1866. 

Our  subject’s  mother,  Sa rail  (Kingsnorth)  Munn, 
waft  also  born  in  East  Kon t,  England,  and  spent  her 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


371 


Iasi;  years  in  the  town  of  Marcy,  Oneida  County, 
N.  Y.,  dying  in  the  year  1 8.51 .  The  parental  fam¬ 
ily'  included  live  children,  namely:  dames,  George, 
Alfred,  our  subject  and  Edward.  William  II.  was 
reared  and  educated  in  Iris  native  town  and  when 
Old  enough  to  do  for  himself  commenced  working 
in  a  woolen  factory.  lie  was  thus  occupied  for 
seven  years  and  then  followed  fanning  in  Oneida 
County  until  1858,  when  he  made  the  overland 
trip  to  this  place  and  settled  upon  the  farm  which 
ho  now  occupies.  It  bears  excellent  improve¬ 
ments  and  is  pleasantly  located  two  miles  from 
Belvidere. 

In  1852,  William  II.  Mumi  rvas  united  in  mar¬ 
riage  with  Mary  A.  Barnes,  who  also  had  her  birth 
ill  East  Kent,  England,  and  was  a  daughter  of 
Richard  Barnes,  also  a  native  of  the  British  Isles. 
In  1840,  her  father  came  to  America  on  a  pros¬ 
pecting  tour  and  after  remaining  in  the  States 
for  four  months  returned  to  England,  and,  in  Oc¬ 
tober,  1841,  accompanied  by  his  family,  sailed  from 
London  in  the  ship  “St,  James,”  and  lauded  at 
Castle  Garden  after  a  voyage  of  six  weeks.  He 
first  located  in  Vernon,  Oneida  County,  where  he 
resided  on  the  farm  until  1866,  at  which  time  ho 
came  to  this  county  and  engaged  in  farming  in 
Belvidere  Township.  He  traded  property  several 
different  times  and  the  last  years  of  his  life  were 
spent  in  Belvidere,  whore  he  died  in  May,  1887. 
Mr.  Barnes  was  twice  married,  the  maiden  name  of 
his  first  wife,  who  was  the  mother  of  Mrs.  Munn, 
was  Elizabeth  Baldock;  she  was  born  in  the  same 
county  as  her  husband,  in  England,  and  died  in 
Vernon  in  1843,  after  having  become  the  mother 
of  three  children. 

«Jj  OHN  R.  LINN.  Quite  a  number  of  the  most 
highly-esteemed  citizens  of  Rockford  arc 
retired  farmers,  who  have  accumulated  a 
'  competence  by  well-directed  efforts,  and  in 
their  old  age  are  enjoying  the  fruits  of  the  labors 
of  earlier  years.  A  fine  representative  of  this  class 
is  the  subject  of  this  biographical  notice,  who 
owes  and  occupies  a  eozy  and  attractive  residence 
at  No.  904  Ferguson  Street.  He  came  to  this  city  in 


1879,  from  Byron  Township,  Ogle  County,  where 
he  had  commenced  farming  operations  in  1867,  at 
which  time  ho  settled  on  the  farm  now  owned  by 
his  son  James,  and  there  operated  both  as  a  gen¬ 
eral  farmer  and  stock-raiser. 

In  Pony  County,  Pa,,  Mr.  Linn  was  born,  Feb¬ 
ruary  24,  1817.  His  father,  John  Linn,  was  a  na¬ 
tive  of  the  same  place  as  himself  and  opened  up  a 
new  farm  in  Saville  Township,  building  upon  the 
place  a  house,  where  he  spent  the  remainder  of  his 
life  and  where  he  passed  away  at  the  age  of  sixty- 
two  years.  His  wife  was  Miss  Mary  Ross,  who  was 
born  in  Perry  County,  and,  like  himself,  was  de¬ 
scended  from  Scotch  ancestry.  She  died  on  the 
old  homestead  two  years  after  the  decease  of  her 
husband,  at  the  age  of  fifty  years.  The  parents  of 
Our  subject  were  members  of  the  Preslyterian 
Church  and  had  a  family  of  ten  children,  eight 
daughters  and  two  sons,  all  of  whom  married  and 
reared  children.  | 

The  first  marriage  of  our  subject  united  him  with 
Miss  Margaret  I.  McKee,  a  native  of  Franklin 
County,  Pa.,  who  was  des  cended  from  Scotch  an¬ 
cestors.  She  was  born  in  1809,  and  died  in  Ogle 
County, in  1874, leaving  three  children:  John,  who 
married  Miss  Mary  Adams,  of  Stephenson  County, 
111.,  now  resides  in  Geneseo,  this  State,  where  for¬ 
merly  he  was  pastor  of  the  Presbyterian  Church. 
He  is  a  graduate  of  Cannonsburg  College  and 
Princeton  Uni  versity  and  a  man  of  great  eloquence 
and  learning.  MaryE.  is  the  wife  of  Mathew  Bull, 
a  farmer  in  Byron  Township,  Ogle  County;  James 
purchased  the  farm  formerly  owned  by  his  father 
in  Ogle  County,  but  makes  his  home  in  Chicago, 
and  was  an  employe  of  the  Chicago  Fireplace 
Company,  at  No.  224  Wabash  Avenue.  Ho  married 
Miss  Anua  Jones,  of  Ogle  County.  He  is  now  in 
the  employ  of  the  Central  West  Advertising  Bu¬ 
reau. 

About  1876,  Mr.  Linn  and  Miss  Ann  L.  McClure 
were  united  in  marriage  in  Perry  County,  Pa., 
and  their  wedded  life  was  terminated  three  years 
afterward  by  the  death  of  the  wife.  The  last  mar¬ 
riage  of  Mr.  Lynn  united  him  with  Miss  Mary  E., 
Wilson,  who  was  born  and  reared  in  Ohio.  During 
some  years  she  followed  the  profession  of  a  teacher 
and  was  also  a  missionary  among  the  Indians  on 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


the  frontier  and  a  teacher  in  their  schools.  She  is 
a  lady  of  great  ability  and  kindliness  of  heart  and 
is  a  faithful  member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church, 
to  which  Mr.  Linn  also  belongs.  In  his  political 
belief,  he  is  a  firm  Republican. 

Prior  to  coming  to  Illinois,  Mr.  Lynn  engaged 
in  merchandising  at  Perry viUo,  Juniata  County, 
Pa.,  for  eleven  years,  and  afterward  -\fas  for  throe 
years  Steward  and  Overseer  of  the  farm  of  the 
Pennsylvania  Agricultural  College,  of  Centro 
County,  Embracing  four  hundred  acres.  In  that 
way  lie  acquired  a  knowledge  of  that  great  eduea- 
Cational  lnstitution  of  Pennsylvania,  and  on  sever¬ 
ing  his  connection  with  it  he  removed  to  Illinois. 
He  i|now  living  quietly  and  comfortably,  and  is 
interested  in  all  causes  that  are  progressive,  nota¬ 
bly  the  cause  of  temperance  and  sobriety. 

IONEL  W.  RICHARDSON,  who  is  living  a 
retired  life  in  Roscoe,  is  numbered  among 
the  early  settlers  of  Winnebago  County, 
having  made  his  home  in  this  place  since  1854. 
For  many  years  he  Was  one  of  its  most  prominent 
business  men  and  a  valued  citizen  Of  the  commu¬ 
nity.  His  life  record  is  as  follows: 

He  was  born  (jb  the  17th  of  January,  1828,  in 
Johnstown,  Montgomery  County,  N.  Y.,_  anci  is  a 
son  of  Benjamin  and  Judith  (Mason)  Richardson. 
Both  were  natives  of  Spencer,  Worcester  County, 
Mass.,  the  father  born  February  27,  1782,  and  the 
mother  February  9,  179Q.“  iilhe  paternal  grand¬ 
father,  Joseph  Richardson,  wiis  a  farmer  of  East 
Brookfield,  Mass.  He  married  Esther  Lamm  on,  of 
that  place,  who  died  leaving  two  sons:  Benjamin 
and  Josephs  He  then  wedded  Priscilla  Hincherd, 
and  they  had  three  sons  and  tv  daughter.  Mr. 
Richardson  lived  t<3  an  advanced  age  ally-;  died  in 
West  Camp,  N.  Y.  The  parents  of  our  subject 
were  married  January  3,  1807,  and  resided  ;.in 
Spencer  and  Warren, Mass.,  for  thirteen  years,  when 
they  removed  to  Johnstown,  N.  Y.  The  death  of 
the  father  occurred  in  Fultonville,  N.  Y.,  in  1838, 
at  the  age  of  fifty-six  years.  By  trade  he  was  a 
blacksmith  and  followed  that  occupation  through¬ 
out  his  entire  life.  He  left  six  sons  and  six 


daughters  and,  with  one  exception,  all  grew  to 
mature  years.  In  1844,  Mrs.  Richardson  removed 
to  Massachusetts  and  two  years  later  came  to  Ros¬ 
coe,  Ill.  Her  children,  Benjamin,  George  W., 
Juliagmul  husband  started  West-ward  in  the  spring 
of  1836  and  spent  one  summer  in  Bertrand,  Mich., 
during  which  time  the  daughter  died.  In  the  fall 
the  brothers  came  on  to  Roscoe,  where  they  ar¬ 
rived  in  September,  One  sister,  Judith,  now  tho 
wife  of  Jeremiah  L.  Brown,  came  to  Illinois  in 
1837,  settling  in  Genoa,  Do  Kalb  County,  and  the 
mother  with  Sarah  P.  and  William  arrived  in  Ros¬ 
coe  in  1846. as  before  stated. 

It  was  in  1853  that  our  subject  came  to  the  West, 
He  spent  the  first  sixteen  years  of  his  life  in  the 
county  of  lvis  nativity  and  then  removed  to 
Worcester,  Mass.,  whence  he  camo  to  Illinois 
on  avisit.  ^  Tho  following  spring  he  made  a  per¬ 
manent  settlement,  and  has  since  been  a  resi¬ 
dent  of  the  tq(Wn  of  Roscoe.  In  the  East,  ho  had 
engaged  in  clerking  for  two  years,  and  was  then 
employed  in  a  wire  factory  in  Worcester  and 
Cherry  Valley  i^Mass., from  1846  until  1852.  Tho  two 
succeeding  years  were  spent  in  running  a  portable 
engine  in  Dunkirk,  N.  Yr.  On  coming  to  Roscoe, 
ho  embarked  in  the  manufacture  of  plows  and 
wagons  in  company  with  his  brother  William,  and 
continued  in  that  line  Of  business  until  1870. 
During  that  time  he  invented  and  patented  the 
Diamond  Plow,  tho  first  successful  cast-sloe i  plow 
ever  manufactured.  It  was  manufactured  in 
Rockford,  and  W.  H.  Gregory  became  Mr.  Richard¬ 
son’s  partner  in  that  business,  the  connection  con¬ 
tinuing  until  1878.  From  that  time  our  subject 
was  engaged  in  buying  and  shipping  grain  and 
stock  until  1886,  when  his  elevator  was  burned,  and 
for  the  past  six  years,  he  has  lived  a  retired-, life. 

On  the  7th  of  November,  1854,  in  Worcester, 
Mass.,  Mr.  Richardson  wedded  Maria  L.  Jones  of 
that  place,  daughter  of  John  and  Sylvia  (Day) 
Jones.  She  died  in  Roscoe,  September  1,  188 1 ,  at; 
tho  age  of  forty-seven  years.  They  had  buried 
an  infant  son.  Mr.  Richardson  was  again  married, 
i  Eebruary  1,  1883,  this  union  being  with  Mrs.  Isa¬ 
bella  Jones  Richardson,  widow  of  James  Richard¬ 
son.  They  have  an  adopted  daughter,  Sarah  Pris¬ 
cilla,  the  namesak5>£juid  youngest  child  of  Mr. 
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Richardson’s  youngest  sister.  This  worthy  couple 
are  widely  and  favorably  known  throughout  the 
community  in  which  they  make  their  home.  Our 
subject  is  numbered  among  the  honored  pioneers  of 
Roscoe,  and  is  now  enjoying  a  rest  which  he  has  so 
truly  earned  and  richly  deserves. 


H1NEAS  HOWES.  It  has  been  customary 
I  )))  1,0  sPeaK,  of  men  who  have  raised  Ihonr 
W  selves  to  honorable  stations  in  life  without 
|l  the  aid  of  wealth  or  influential  friends,  ns 
“Self-made.”  Such  ah  one  is  our  subject,  who 
started  out  in  life  with  nothing  but  his  strong 
hands  and  his  determination  to  succeed.  And  that 
his  desire  has  been  accomplished  is  noted  by  the 
fact  that  he  is  one  of  the  most  prominent  and  pro¬ 
gressive  citizens  of  Rockford.  In  his  life  wo  find 
an  excellent  example  for  young  men  just  embark¬ 
ing  in  the  field  of  activity,  showing  what  may  be 
gained  by  honesty,  prudence  and  industry.  In 
his  youth  he  enjoyed  few  advantages,  but  relied 
solely  upon  his  efforts  and  his  conduct  to  win  fur 
him  success,  not  in  the  sense  of  accumulating 
wealth,  but  in  doing  good  to  others,  in  serving 
others  well,  and  in  winning  their  respect. 

The  original  Of  this  sketch,  and  of  the  accom¬ 
panying  portrait,  is  one  of  the  pioneers  of  Rock¬ 
ford.  He  was  born  in  the  town  of  Southeast, 
Putnam  County,  N.  Y.,  September  25,  1817.  His 
father,  Job  Howes,  was,  it  is  thought,  born  in 
Schoharie,  N.  Y.,  and  was  of  early  English  ances¬ 
try.  The  latter-,  named  gentleman  always  followed 
agricultural  pursuits  and  spent  his  last  years  in 
Putnam  County,  N.  Y.  The  maiden  name  of  the 
mother  of  our  subject  was  Elizabeth  Eggleston, 
and  departed  this  life  in  the  above-named  county. 

Phineas  Howes  was  reared  and  educated  in  his 
native  town  and  when  seventeen  years  Of  age  en¬ 
tered  upon  an  apprenticeship  of  throe  years  at  the 
carpenter’s  and  joiner’s  trade.  He  was  then  em¬ 
ployed  as  a  “jour”  and  remained  in  the  Empire 
State  until  1839,  when  he  came  to  the  Prairie 
State  via  the  most  expeditious  route  at  that  time, 
sailing  up  the  Hudson  River  to  Albany,  thence 


on  the  Erie  Canal  to  Buffalo,  where  he  embarked 
On  a  lake  steamer  which  conveyed  him  to  Chicago. 
From  that  then  small  city  of  but  a  few  thousand 
people,  Mr.  Howes  was  given  the  permission  to 
ride  with  a  gentleman  who  was  coming  to  Rock¬ 
ford,  and  landed  in  this  city  with  but  twenty- 
five  cents,  in  his  pocket. 

Rockford  was  at  that  time  a  very  small  place, 
the  surrounding  Country  being  owned  by  the  Gov¬ 
ernment,  and  deer  and  other  wild  game  being  very 
plentiful.  Mr.  Holmes  tvas  very  desirous  to  se¬ 
cure  work  and  better  his  condition  in  life,  and 
soon  found  employment  at  his  trade.  Being  very 
industrious  and  economical,  he  saved  a  portion  of 
his  meagre  earnings  and  was  soon  enabled  to  pur¬ 
chase  a  lot  in  the  village  and  a  claim  to  a  tract  of 
Government  land,  located  in  what  is  now  Cherry 
Valley  Township.  When  the  land  came  into  mar¬ 
ket,  he  with  others  started  with  a  team  of  horses 
and  a  wagon  to  the  land  office  at  Galena.  They 
provided  themselves  with  provisions  and  cooking 
utensils,  camping  out  and  preparing  their  meals 
on  the  wav. 

In  the  fall  of  1839,  Mr.  Howes  erected  the  first 
frame  house  ever  built  in  Rockford.  This  struc¬ 
ture  is  still  standing  on  East  State  Street.  Our 
subject  worked  at  lvis  trade  for  a  fc pi  years,  then 
engaged  in  the  lumber  business  ' witfc  John  Lake, 
the  partnership  continuing  about  fifteen  year’s. 
Since  Ahattinie  his  attention  has  booh  chiefly  em¬ 
ployed  in  looking  after  his  private  interests,  and 
he  is  one  of  the  wealthy  and,. prominent  residents 
of  the  city. 

Miss  Maria  Barnum  became  the  wife  of  our  sub¬ 
ject  in  October,  1839.  Mrs.  Ilowes  was  born 'in 
Danbury,  Fairfield  County,  Conn.,  in  February, 
18X1,  and  was  the  daughter  of  Daniel  and  Lorana 
Barnum,  (further  reference  to  w'lrom  will  be  found 
in  the  sketch  of  D.  II.  Barnum).  The  ceremony 
which  made  them  one  was  solemnized  at  the  home 
of  Miss  Barnum  in  Cherry  Valley  Township,  and 
their  wedding  trip  consisted  of  a  ride  with  a  pair 
of  oxen  and  wagon  from  Cherry  Valley  to  Rock¬ 
ford.  They  commenced  housekeeping  in  the 
dwelling  above  mentioned  before  the  doors  or 
window's  were  put  in,  and  all  their  furniture  was 
home-made.  Mr.  Howes  was  very  prosperous  and 
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the  structure  was  soon  replaced  by  a  comfortable 
and  convenient  dwelling,  in  which  they  resided 
for  many  years.  Mrs.  Howes  departed  this  life 
December  10, 1877.  She  was  the  mother  of  three 
children,  namely:  Ellen  C.  (deceased)  who  was  the 
wife  of  Charles  Chamberlain;  Cora  is  Mrs. JHarry 
C.Woolsey  and  has  three  children :  Maria,  Effirafid 
Ralph;  Herbert  H.  died  when  tMfty-five/ears  old. 

He  of  whom  we  write  cast  his  first  Presidential 
vote  for  Andrew  Jackson  and  has  everlsiuce  sym¬ 
pathized  with  the  Democratic  party.  Me  is  a  man 
who  combines  strictness  of  moral  principles  with 
energy  and  decision  of  character.  Ilje  has  made 
profitable  investments,  become  interested  jn  re¬ 
munerative  enterprises,  won  honorable  success  in 
business  and  secured  a  competency  as  a  product  of 
personal  industry  and  good  judgment  put  forth  in 
a  field  wisely  selected.  He  is  a  careful  business 
man,  ever  adhering  to  the  dictates  of  his  con¬ 
science  in  matters  both  of  a  public  and  private  na¬ 
ture. 

-  ■>  *->  . ■!"<  '■ 

AVID  KEYT.  There  are  many  beautiful 
residences  in  Rockford,  whose  elegance  of 
finish  and  superiority  of  design  attract 
the  admiration  of  the  visitor  tp  the  city, 
but  among  the  number  there  is  probably  none 
which  so  impresses  the  beholder  as  an  ideal  home 
as  the  charming  residence  of  Mr.  Keyt.  Situated 
just  south  of  the  city  and  occupying  ample  grounds, 
handsomely;  laid  out  and  adorned  with  shade  and 
ornamental  trees,  its  exterior  appearance  indicates 
that  it  is  the  abode  of  a  family  of  taste  and  means, 
while  the  interior  furnishings  prove  the  cultured 
tastes  of  the  inmates. 

A  native  of  Ohio,  Mr.  Keyt  was  born  in  Piqua, 
Miami  County,  September  510,  1826.  His  father, 
John,  was  born  in  New  Jersey,  and  learned  the 
carpenter’s  trade  in  New  York  City,  whence  lie  re¬ 
moved  to  Ohio  at  an  early  day,  residing  for  a  time 
in  Cincinnati.  Then  ho  went  to  Piqua  and  built 
a  house  for  Col.  II.  D.  Johnson,  Indian  Agent  at 
that  place.  He  remained  there  until  1850,  mean¬ 
while  carrying  on  his  trade  as  carpenter  and  builder, 
and  then  went  to  California  via  the  Isthmus  of 


Panama.  His  death  occurred  in  the  Golden  State 
during  the  following  year. 

The  maiden  narno  of  the  mother  of  Our  subject 
was  Margaret  Widney,  and  she  wsa  horn  in  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  being  the*'  niece  of  oCol.  IL  D.  Johnson. 
She  spent  her  last  years  in  Piqua,  and  died  in  the 
spring  of  1857.  She  was  the  mother  of  eight  chil¬ 
dren,  who  attained  to  mature  years,  viz.:  Elizabeth, 
Mary  A.,  John  W.,  James  R.,  David,  Caroline, 
Stephen  and  Sarah  J.  David  was  reared  in  Piqua, 
and  when  eighteen  years  old  commenced  work 
with  his  father.  In  the  spring  before  ho  attained 
his  majority,  he  began  in  business  for  himself  as 
contractor  and  builder,  continuing  at  Piqua  until 
1857,  when  he  came  to  Rockford  and  established 
in  business  hero. 

The  first  work  secured  by  Mr.  lyeyt  in  Rockford 
was  the  erection  of  the  Second  Congregational 
Church,  which  was  done  so  satisfactorily  that  after¬ 
ward  he  had  all  the  business  ho  could  attend  to. 
Up  to  the  time  of  his  retirement,  in  1888,  many  of 
the  finest  buildings,  both  public  and  private,  in 
the  city  were  built  by  him.  The  Gazelle  of  April, 
1888,  in  giving  a  resume  of  his  work,  remarked 
that  Mr.  Keyt  had  undoubtedly  erected  more 
buildings  than  any  other  contractor  in  the  city, 
lie  built  both  the  Centennial  and  Court  Street 
Methodist  Episcopal  Churches,  the  latter  jjl  which 
he  also  designed.  With  a  material  mind  for  the 
contemplation  of  mechanical  designs,  and  with 
the  early  training  of  Ms  father,  ho  soon  de¬ 
veloped  a  taste  for  architectural  design  and  orna¬ 
mentation.  He  has  attained  a  name  second  to 
none  as  a  superintendent  and  builder,  and  so  long 
as  he  actively  engaged  in  his  trade,  his  interior 
finish  and  decoration  were  surpassed  by  none, 
equalled  by  few. 

In  1847  Mr.  Keyt  was  married  to  Miss  Lydia  A. 
Sawyer,  who  was  born  in  Dayton,  Montgomery 
County,  Ohio.  Her  parents,  Uriah  and  Sarah 
Sawyer,  natfiy.es  of  Massachusetts  and  Ohio,  respec¬ 
tively,  were  people  of  worth  and  highly  esteemed 
in  their  community.  Mrs.  Lydia  Keyt  died  in 
1861,  and  twelve  years  later  Air.  Keyt  formed  a 
second  matrimonial  alliance,  his  wife  being  Airs. 
Charlotte  (Leonard)  Skinner,  a  native  Of  Milton, 
Chittenden  County,  Vt.  The  father  of  Airs.  Keyt, 
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Benjamin  Leonard,  Jr.,  was  born  in  Raynham,  Street.  Learning  the  trade  of  a  blacksmith,  he 
Mass,,  and  his  father,  Benjamin,  was  born,  in  the  carried  on  his  trade  in  connection  with  tire  manu- 
same  house,  as  was  also  his  father.  The  house  was  facture  of  agricultural  implements  for  many  years, 
built  of  bricks  brought  from  England.  He  invented  several  very  useful  farm  implements, 

The  great-grandfather  of  Mrs.  Keyt  was  an  cm-  including  the  Skinner  Gang  Plow,  a  sulky  plow, 
ploye  in  the  iron  works  at  Raynluvm  and  spent  his  and  walking  and  lading  cultivator.  I-Ie  formed  a 
entire  life  in  that  town.  Her  grandfather  was  also  partnership  with  G.  C.  Briggs  and  I.  A.  Enoch,  and 
an  iron  worker,  and  lived  and  died  in  Raynham.  transacted  an  extensive  business  in  the  manufac- 
I-Iis  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Judith  McCum-  ture  of  agricultural  implements,  and  continued  aet¬ 
her,  was  Of  Scotch  ancestry.  Benjamin  Leonard,  ively  engaged  in  business  until  his  death,  in  1872, 
,Jr.,  went  to  Vermont  when  a  young  man,  settling  aged’  forty-eight,  years. 

in  .the  town  of  Ludlow,  and  was  there  married.  Mr.  Keyt  has  one  daughter  living,  Clara,  wife  of 
Afterward  lie  moved  to  Milton,  residing  there  until  James  IJ,  Rhodes,  of  Chicago,  and  she  has  one 
1850,  and  then  came  to  Illinois,  via  Lake  Cham-  child,  Blanche  E.  Mrs.  Keyt  has  two  children: 
plain  to  Whitehall,  then  by  the  railroad  and  Erie  Mary  C.  and  Fannie  S.  The  first-named  married 
Canal  to  Buffalo,  and  from  that  place  by  the  Lakes  Albert  Gray  and  they  have  three  children:  Lillian, 

to  Chicago.  The  journey  from  Chicago  to  Elgin  Winifred  and  J.  Wilber.  Fannie  S.  became  the 

by  railroad  and  from  there  to  Rockford  by  team:  wife  of  C.  F.  Henry,  of  whom  see  sketch  elsewhere 

occupied  three  weeks,  and  upon  his  arrival  here  he  in  this  volume.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Keyt  are  members 
bought  a  tract  of  land  in  Burritt  Township,  im-  of  tiie  Court  Street  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
proved  a  farm  and  resided  there  until  the  death  of  and,  politically,  he  is  a  Republican,  and  cast  liis  first 
his  wife.  He  then  removed  to  Wisconsin  and  vote  for  Zachary  Taylor.  The  parents  of  .  Mrs. 

spent  his  closing  years  in  the  home  of  his  son  at  Keyt  reared  ten  of  their  thirteen  children:  Clarissa 

Lake  Mills,  Jefferson  County.  A.,  Mavia  L.,  Caroline  A.,  Henrietta  L.,  Fannie  A., 

The  maiden  name  of  the  mother  of  Mrs.  Keyt  Harriet  A.,  Charlotte  W.,  Lucre tia  M.,  Marcia  A., 
was  Lucy  Colburn  Chandler,  and  she  was  a  native  and  Levi  B,  All  Of  these  but  Clarissa  are  now 
of  Chester,  Vt.  Her  father,  Thomas  Chandler,  Jr.,  living, 
was,  it  is  thought,  born  in  the  same  town,  and  his 
father,  who  bore  the  same  name  as  himself,  was  the 
first  Supremo  Judge  of  Vermont.  The  grandfather 

of  Mrs.  Keyt  was  reared  and  educated  in  his  native  Ifpr^RANK  L.  MOORE.  There  is  probably  not 
village,  where  he  spent  his  entire  life,  and  followed  within  the  limits  of  Flora  Township, 

literary  pursuits  during  much  of  his  time,  being  a  jl i  Boone  County,  a  more  thorough  or  sub¬ 

man  of  splendid  information.  His  wife,  who  was  stantiaHarmcr  than  Mi1.  Moore,  who  is  suecess- 
knowu  in  maidenhood  as  Asenath  Adams,  was  a  fully  operating  a  choice  tract  of  land  on  section 
member  of  the  same  family  to  which  John  Adams  3.  Ho  was^orn  in  Preble,  Cortland  County,  N.  Y., 
belonged..  She  camo  to  Illinois  when  quite  old,  December  9!(  1842,  while  his  father,  Samuel  Moore, 
and  died  at  the  home  of  her  daughter,  Mrs.  Robert  was  a  native  of  Petcrboro,  N.  II. 

Short,  in  Seward  Township,  Winnebago  County.  The  father  of  our  subject  was  a  lad  of  six  years 
The  mother  of  Mrs.  Keyt  died  on  the  home  farm  when  liis  parents  removed  to  the  Empire  State, 
in  Burritt  Township.  where  he  was  reared  and  married.  In  company 

In  1851,  the  marriage  of  Charlotte  Leonard  and  with  his  brother  Ebon,  be  purchased  a  tract  of 
James  B.  Skinner  was  solemnized.  He  was  born  in  land  in  Preble,  where  he  was  engaged  in  farming 

Burro  Center,  N.  Y.,  and  was  the  son  of  Stephen  until  1852.  At  that  date  coming  to  this  county, 

and  Sophia  (Butler)  Skinner  Ho  came  to  Rock-  the  older  Mr.  Moore  lived  in  Flora  Township  for 

ford  with  his  parents  in  1839,  and  from  that  time  two  years,  then  disposing  of  his  property  removed 

until  his  death  made  his  homo  on  West  Main  to  Rook  County,  Wis.,  where  ho  owned  a  farm 
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which  he  cultivated  until  1868.  Preferring  to 
live  in  Boone  County,  Mr.  Moore  returned  to 
Flora  Township  and  bought  the  farm  which  is  in 
the  possession  of  our  subject  and  where  he  resided 
until  his  decease.  The  maiden  namo  of  his  wife 
was  Mary  Skeal,  a  native  of  New  York  State, 
where  she  spent  her  entire  life. 

Frank  L.  Moore  was  an  only  child  of  his  parents, 
with  whom  he  resided  until  their  decease.  His 
farm  is  pleasantly  located  two  and  One-quarter 
miles  front  Belvidere  and  is  well  equipped  with 
all  the  buildings  and  machinery  which  stamp  him 
as  a  progressive  and  enterprising  agriculturist. 
He  was  manned  in  1867  to  Emily  Gray,  who  was 
born  in  Corinth,  Mo.,  April  29,  1812.  By  their 
union  has  been  born  one  daughter,  Florence, 
who  is  now  the  wife  of  Lewis  I-Iawke}'. 

Hartwell  Gray,  the  father  of  Mrs.  Moore,  was 
born  November  29,  1814,  in  the  town  of  China, 
Kennebec  County,  Me.,  where  his  father,  Jonathan 
Gray,  was  one  of  the  early  settlers.  The  latter- 
named  gentleman  purchased  a  tract  of  land  on 
Deer  Hill,  which  he  cultivated  until  his  decease  in 
1821.  The  lady  to  whom  he  was  married  was 
known  as  Annie  Gray;  she  departed  this  life  in 
Corinth  in  1854. 

Mrs.  Moore’s  father  was  a  lad  of  seven  years 
when  his  parents  died,  and  four  years  later  lie 
started  out  to  earn  his  own  living,  being  employed 
on  farms  until  eighteen  years  of  age.  Later,  he 
worked  in  the  lumber  regions,  continuing  to  bo 
thus  occupied  until  his  marriage.  He  then  pur¬ 
chased  a  farm  in  Corinth,  which  he  made  his  homo 
until  1866,  and  then  coming  to  Belvidere  pur¬ 
chased  a  farm  two  and  one-lialf  miles  from  that 
city.  ITe  is  now  living  retired  and  enjoying  the 
results  of  an  industrious  life. 

The  parents  of  Mrs.  Moore  were  married  Feb¬ 
ruary  12,  1840,  her  mother,  who  was  born  in  New 
London,  N.  II.,  November  21,  1824,  bearing  the 
jPame  of  Adeline  Gile.  Her  father,  David  Gilo, 

'  was  born  in  the  same  town  and  was  a  son  Of  Jacob 
and  Phoebe  (Martin)  Gile.  lie  followed  the  life 
of  a  farmer  and  on  removing  to  Lower  Massachu¬ 
setts  resided  there  some  years,  he  came  to 

Chicago  and  died  at  the  home  Of  his  daughter  in 
1882.  The  grandmother  of  Mrs.  Moore,  Emily  Gape, 


was  a  native  of  New  London, N.  H.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Hartwell  Gray  reared  a  family  of  nine  children, 
viz:  Olive,  Emily,  lliram,  Jennie,  Carrie,  Sarah, 
Dayton,  Nellie  and  Cora. 

VILLIAM  FRQHNING,  a  successful  dealer 
in  wines,  liquors,  etc.,  doing'  business  at 
No.  319  East  State  Street,  Rockford,  claims 
Westphalia,  Prussia,  as  the  land  of  his  nativity. 
Ho  was  born  in  1854,  and  when  quite  young  came 
to  this  country  with  his  parents,  who  were  also  na¬ 
tives  of  Germany.  After  coming  to  this  county, 
they  located  on  a  farm  near  Rockford,  where  they 
spent  the  remainder  of  their  lives,  Mr.  Frohning 
following  agricultural  pursuits.  They  both  died  in 
1854,  about  three  weeks  after  coming  to  America. 

Our  subject  is  the  youngest  of  their  family.  He 
acquired  his  education  in  the  city  schools  of  Rock¬ 
ford  and  spent  his  boyhood  days  under  the  parental 
roof.  As  a  companion  and  helpmate  On  life’s 
journey,  be  chose  Miss  Rosa  Sehoon,  a  native  of 
Wisconsin,  there  reared  and  educated.  When  a 
young  lady  she  came  to  Rockford.  Her  parents 
were  of  German  birth,  and  crossed  the  broad  At¬ 
lantic  in  the  early  *50 s,  locating  on  a  farm  near 
Milwaukee,  Wis.,  where  they  spent  the  remainder 
of  their  lives,  dying  when,  well  advanced  in  years. 
They  were  Lutherans  in  religious  belief,  as  were 
also  the  parents  of  Mr.  Frohning. 

As  before  stated,  our  subject  is  engaged  in  busi¬ 
ness  at  No.  319  East  State  Street,  where  ho  has  a 
large  stock  of  wines  and  liquors.  His  establish¬ 
ment  is  fitted  up  with  a  most  claborato  bar  and 
lunch-room  and  there  lie  has  carried  on  business 
since  June,  1888,  having  a  liberal  patronage  from 
the  wealthier  class  of  Rockford’s  citizens,  lie  takes 
quite  an  active  part  in  public  affairs,  being  inter¬ 
ested  in  all  that  pertains  to  the  welfare  and  up¬ 
building  of  this  city  and  the  advancement  of  its 
leading  industries. 

In  his  political  affiliations,  Mr.  Frohning  is  a 
Democrat,  which  party  ho  lias  supported  since  at¬ 
taining  his  majority,  but  lias  never  been  an  office- 
seeker;.;  lie  takes  considerable  interest  in  civic 
societicffiand  is  a  member  of  the  Independent  Or- 
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dor  of  Rod  Mon,  and  the  Independent  Order  of 
Knights  and  Ladies  of  Honor.  Himself  and  wife 
arc  both  members  of  the  Lutheran  Church,  to  the 
support  of  which  lie  contributes  liberally.  They 
have  a  pleasant  and  com  I'ortable  residence,  situated 
at  No.  302  Walnut  Street,  which  is  tiro  abode  of 
hospitality,  and  the  light  and  joy  of  their  home  is 
their  little  son,  William,  Jr.,  .now  live  years  of  age. 


%|lry  with  his  wife  two  years  after  our  sub¬ 
ject  landed  in  \inerica,  and  his  death  occurred  at 
the  ago  of  so,  onty-six  years  of  a  fftcial  cancer. 
His  wife,  whose  naiden  name  was  Elizabeth  Light- 
foot)  reached  the  advanced  ago  of  eighty-two 
years.  They  were  both  members  of  the  Methodist" 
Church. 

Our  subject  spent  tire  days  of  his  boyhood  and 
youth  in  England,  and  at  the  age  Of  twenty-two 
sailed  on  a  lumber  ship  to  Quebec,  Canada,  where 
he  arrived  after  a  voyage  of  six  weeks.  He  came 
on  at  once  to  Illinois  and  spent  three  years  in 
Rockford,  engaged  In  the  butchering  business.  He 
then  returned  to  his  native  land,  and  in  Cornwall, 
married  Jane  A.  Hoclcen,  who  was  there  bom,  and, 
like  her  husband,  was  of  pure  Cornish  descent. 
Their  wedding  tour  consisted  of  thoiv  voyage  and 
journey  to  this  country,  ten  weeks  being  required 
at  that  time  to  cross  the  broad  Atlantic.  The  par¬ 
ents  of  Mrs.  Johns  never  loft  their  native  land. 
The  father,  John  Ilocken,  was  accidentally  killed  by 
the  premature  discharge  of  a  gun  when  forty-two 
years  of  age.  His  wife  survived  him  some  lime  and 
died  in  her  seventy-eighth  year.  They  were  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Independent  Church  of  England.  In 
their  family  wore  ten  children,  of  whom  Mrs. 
Johns  wus  the  second  in  order  of  birth. 

Our  subject  and  his  wife  have  now  lived  and 
labored  together  for  forty  years,  and  their  efforts 
have  been  rewarded  with  prosperity.  Their  union 
lias  boon  blessed  with  eight  children,  seven  of 
whom  are  yet  living.  Emma  became  the  oile  of 
17 


Waiter  II.  Morey,  of  .Spencer,  Iowa,  and  died  leav¬ 
ing  five  sons;  Nathaniel  wedded  Minnie  Salford, 
and  resides  on  a  farm  in  Rockford  Township;  Will, 
R.  married  Carrie  Rowe  and  resides  near  the  city; 
Nellie  is  the  wife  of  John  D.  Salford,  an  agricultur¬ 
ist  of  Rockford  Township;  Frank  wedded  Ada 
Sauber,  and  follows  farming  in  Owen  Township; 
Minnie  is  the  wife  of  Henry  E.  Sauber,  who  is  con¬ 
nected  with  a  furniture  company  of  Rockford; 
Flora  II.  and  Albert  C.  reside  at  home. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Johns  began  their  domestic  life 
upon  a  farm,  and  for  some  years  prior  to  removing 
to  this  city  made  their  home  in  Rockford  Town¬ 
ship,  where  our  subject  carried  on  agriculture  and 
Stock-raising.  He  now  owns  live  hundred  and  forty 
acres  of  valuable  land  near  the  city,  all  of  which  is 
highly  improved  and  yields  him  an  excellent  in¬ 
come.  It  is  supplied  with  good  buildings  and  all 
the  accessories  of  a  model  farm.  The  land  is  under¬ 
laid  with  a  line  stoue  quarry,  which  has  been  suc¬ 
cessfully  worked  by  Mr,  Johns,  and  proved  a 
good  source  of  revenue  to  him.  By  his  industry 
and  enterprise  in  former  years,  lie  has  acquired  a 
handsome  competence  which  now  enables  him  to 
live  a  retired  life,  enjoying  the  rest  which,  .lie  has 
so  truly  earned  and  richly  deserves. 

In  connection  with  this  sketch  of  the  life  of  Mr. 
Johns  will  be  found  his  lithographic  portrait. 


ffiOHN  HERMAN  LYNN.  In  reviewing  the 
I  various  enterprises  that  contributed  toward 
I  making  Rockford  one  of  the  great  leading 
business  centers  of  this  country,  it  is  inter¬ 
esting  to  note  the  advance  made  in  each  industry, 
and  among  these  none  demand  a  higher  order  of 
business  ability,  or  more  finely  cultivated  and  artis¬ 
tic  taste,  than  does  the.  manufacture  of  furniture. 
The  well-known  and  popular  West  End  Furniture 
Company  was  established  in  July,  1890,  and  is  the 
largest  and  leading  enterprise  of  the  kind  in  the 
city.  The  factory  is  spacious  and  supplied  with 
the  latest  improved  machinery  and  appliances, 
affording  employment  for  about  one  hundred  and 
thirty  hands  in  the  different  departments,  where 
the  most  original  and  stylish  designs  are  origin- 
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ated.  This  concern  is  now  on  a  solid  and  sub¬ 
stantial  footing  and  manufactures  almost  exclu¬ 
sively  bookcases  and  ladies’  desks,  of  Avlrieh  they 
have  all  styles  and  designs.  Under  the  control  of 
such  men  as  Austin  Colton,  President,  F.  G.lloag- 
land,  Vice-President  and  Mr.  Lynn  as  Secretary 
^uni/Treasuror,  the  business  cannot  fail. 

,/Mr.  Lynn,  avIio  has  been  a  stockholder  and  Di¬ 
rector  in  the  above-mentioned  enterprise  from  its 
inception,  and  is  now  its  most  able  and  efficient 
Secretary  and  Treasurer,  has  given  his  entire  atten¬ 
tion  to  the  business,  which  is  capitalized  at  $50,000. 
He  has  held  lvis  present  position  for  about  a  year, 
and  is  a  young,  energetic,  business  man.  lie  has 
been  a  resident  of  Rockford  since  1871  and  Avas 
here  reared  and  educated.  lie  learned  the  baker’s 
trade,  but  later  engaged  in  the  fruit  and  confec¬ 
tionery  business  for  some  time.  After  tins  he  was 
engaged  in  the  grocery  business  Avith  P.  Hcagg 
amf/still  later  Avas  commercial  traveler  for  tho  Star 
Furniture  Company.  Just  before  ho  became  Sec¬ 
retary  and  Treasurer  of  the  present  business,  he 
was  commercial  traveler  for  the  Skandia  Shoe 
Company. 

Born  in  Wester  Gothland  Province,  Sweden,  on 
the  18th  of  April,  1858,  he  remained  in  his  native 
country  until  1869,  and  then  came  Avith  his  pa¬ 
rents  to  this  country.  They  settled  in  the  south 
part  of  Winnebago  County  and  there  the  father 
tilled  the  soil  until  the  year  1871,  when  he  was 
filled  with  a  great  desire  to  go  still  further  West- 
Avard.  The  parents,  Avith  part  of  the  children,  emi¬ 
grated  to  Clay  County,  Neb.,  and  there  settled 
on  a  farm,  Avhich  they,  soon  bad  Avell  cultivated 
and  improved.  There  the  father,  John  Lynn, 
who  Avas  a  man  of  sterling  character  and  an  hon¬ 
orable,  upright  citizen,  passed  aAvay,  his  death  oc¬ 
curring  in  1888,  at  the  age  of  fifty-tAvo  years.  He 
bad  ever  been  a  Lutheran  in  religion,  and  a  Re¬ 
publican  in  politics.  The  companion  of  his  joys 
and  sorrows,  his  worthy  wife,  is  still  living  and 
finds  a  pleasant  and  comfortable  home  Avitli  our 
subject.  She  is  uoav  seventy-one  years  of  age  and 
has  ever  been  an  earnest  believer  in  the  Lutheran 
doctrine.  Their  children,  four  in  number,  are 
as  follows:  Alexander,  a  farmer  of  Dodge 
County,  Iowa,  married  Miss  Sarah  Marker;  Eda 


makes  her  home  Avith  our  subject;  John  Herman 
(our  subject),  and  Matilda,  Avifo  of  Charles  An¬ 
derson,  a  farmer  of  Olay  County,  Neb. 

When  the  family  moved  to  Nebraska,  our  sub¬ 
ject  came  to  Rockford  and  engaged  in  various 
enterprises  as  above  mentioned.  He  lia3  been  a  resi¬ 
dent  of  this  city  for  tho  most  part  over  since  and 
is  aoknOAvlcdged  by  all  to  be  a  young  man  of 
much  business  acumen.  Believing,  as  tho  best 
and  truest  of  men  do,  that  it  is  not  best  for  man 
to  live  /tone,  lie  Avas  married  in  Rockford  to  Miss 
Anna  Phorson,  avIio  Avas  also  of  Swedish  nativity, 
bom  January  27,  1859.  In  the  year  1868,  she 
came  to  the  United  States  Avith  her  parents,  Ingvar 
and  Christina  (Iloekson)  Pherson,  and  settled 
Avith  them  in  Rockford.  The  parents  are  both  liv¬ 
ing  at  the  present  time  and  arc  now  quite  aged 
people.  Mr.  Pherson  is  a  machinist  for  Emerson, 
Talcott  &  Co.  He  and  Mrs.  Pherson  attend  thec: 
Zion  .Lutheran  Church,  in  'which  they  have  been 
members  for  3'ears.  Their  family  consisted  of 
seven  children,  six  of  Avhom  are  yet  living  and 
four  inarmed.  Mrs.  Lynn,  the  third  in  order  of 
birth  of  these  children,  is  a  most  excellent  lady 
and  is  possessed  of  many  admirable  traits  of  char¬ 
acter.  She  and  Mr.  Lynn  are  members  of  the 
Zion  Lutheran  Church,  and  Mr.  Lynn  is  a  member 
of  the  church  board.  lie  is  a  Republican  in  poli¬ 
tics.  They  have  one  little  girl,  Elite  E. 


VILLIAM McCULLOUGH,  a  prominent  and 
substantial  farmer  of  Harrison  Township, 
Winnebago  County,  Ill.,  is  a  native  of 
this  county,  born  Avhere  ho  nOAV  resides  on  the  8th 
of  December,  18-47.  His  father,  John  Alexander 
McCullough,  avos  born  in  the  North  of  Ireland  on 
tho  1st  of  March,  1818,  and  was  brought  to  Amer¬ 
ica  by  his  parents  when  six  years  of  ago.  John 
McCullough’s  father  was  William  McCullough,  and 
his  mother,  Eliza  Drummond,  came  from  tho  North 
of  Ireland.  William  McCullough  Avas  born  in  Scot¬ 
land  and  Avas  a  schoolmate  of  Robert:  Burps,  lie 
was  a  well-educated  gentleman  and  'chine,  of 
Avealthy  ancestors  avIio  lost  the  most  of  their  prop¬ 
erty  during  the  troubles  there,  lie  li  ved  to  be. 
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ninety-seven  years  of  age  and  was  buried  in  Ypsi- 
hinti,  Mich.,  about  1863.  His  wife  died  in  St. 
Lawrence  County,  N.  Y.,  when  quite  aged,  and 
was  the  mqthcr  of  two  sons  and  five  or  six  daugh¬ 
ters. 

William  McCullough  was  one  of  eight  children, 
the  eldest,  the  first  daughter,  dying  when  young. 
The  children  who  grow  to  adult  years  were  as 
follows:  James,  a  farmer  of  Alexandria,  S.  Dak., 
is  the  giant  of  the  family,  stands  six  feet  and  live 
inches,  and  weighs  two  hundred  and  ten  pounds. 
Ho  is  known  in  Harrison  as  the  “Baby  of  the 
Woods.”  Ho  was  a  volunteer  from  Guilford  Town¬ 
ship,  in  the  Eleventh  Illinois  Cavalry,  pul  entered 
as  a  private  in  Company  B,  under  Capt.  Munlmll. 
William,  our  subject;  Margaret  died  on  the  old 
homestead  when  eighteen  years  of  age;  Anna, 
widow  of  James  Dobson,  resides  in  South  Dakota; 
Mary,  Mrs.  iForry  L.  Smith,  resides  in  Chicago; 
Jcanotte,  Mrs.  Charles  Winright  of  South  Dakota; 
David,  also  of  South  Dakota,  and  a  farmer  and 
Register  of  Deeds  at  Howard  City. 

Our  subject  was  married  Juno  11,  1885,  to  Miss 
Margaret  Nauglo,  of  Newark,  Wis.,  daughter  of 
Daniel  and  Sarah  (Strow)  Naiiglo,  who  were  from 
Pennsylvania,  but  who  came  to  Wisconsin  in  1849. 
This  union  has  resulted  in  the  birth  of  three 
children:  Fanny  May,  born  May  4,  1886;  Mary 
Alice,  May  11,  1888,  and  Luther  William  on  the 
7th  of  January,  1890.  Mr.  McCullough  has  ever 
been  a  resident  of  his  present  farm  and  is  known 
far  and  wide  as  a  wido-a-walce,  thorough-going  ag¬ 
riculturist.  Ho  is  the  owner  of  one  hundred  and 
ninety-eight  acres, all  but  thirty-eight  acres,  which 
he  luis  since  added,  being  the  old  homestead,  Ho 
lias  made  many  improvements  lit  the  old  place  in 
the  last  few  yoarajmd  in  1884  he  built  a  fine  barn, 
32x60  feet.  Since  thou  helms  erected  a  corn  houle, 
wagon  and  tool  house,  horse  barn,  hen  house  and 
many  othey,  necessary  improvements.  He  has 
added  to  the  house  his  father  built,  and  enlarged 
it  vory  much,  making  a  very  comfortable  and 
attractive  home,  In  connection  with  his  farming 
industry,  Mr.  McCullough  raisc-s  considerable  stock 
and  has  on  his  place  at  all  times  about  fifteen 
head  of  horses.  His  Morgan  stallion,  “Stanton,” 
is  a  splendid  animal.  Ho  also  has  thirty  head  of 


horned  cattle  which  include  a  dozen*  good  cows 
and  he  sells  annually  an  average  of  twenty-five 
hogs.  Mr.  McCullough  votes  with  the  Republican 
party  but  is  not  a  strict  partisan.  Mrs.  McCul¬ 
lough  is  a  Baptist,  but  Mr.  McCullough  comes  of 
good  Presbyterian  ancestors. 

s . .  ^ 

MOS  C.  HARRIS.  A  list  of  the  old  settlers 
of  this  section  would  be  incomplete  with¬ 
out  the  above  name,  which  is  borne  by 
one  of  the  most  intelligent  and  public- 
spirited  citizens  of  the  village  of  Winnebago, 
whore  lie  has  lived  retired  from  farm  life  since 
1881.  He  is  a  son  of  Solomon  Harris,  and  was 
born  in  Berne,  Albany  County,  N.  Y.,  February  1, 
1834.  The  father  was  also  a  native  of  the  Empire 
State,  and  the  grandfather  was,  from  the  best  in¬ 
formation  at  band,  named  Jeremiah;  he  was  a 
farmer  of  Berne,  where  bis  decease  occurred. 

Solomon  Harris  removed  from  Albany  to  Cay¬ 
uga  County,  and,  locating  in  the  town  of  Ira,  was 
engaged  in  farming  several  years.  His  decease 
occurred,  however,  August  23,  1854.  in  Elmira. 
His  wife,  prior  to  her  marriage,  was  Rebecca  Cowel, 
a  native  of  the  same  State  where  IiC  had  his  birth; 
she  died  May  9,  1846,  in  Cayuga  County,  when 
in  her  fiftieth  year.  The  maternal  grandfather  Of 
our  subject,  Amos  Cowel,  was  a  farmer,  and  died 
in  Cato,  N.  Y.  Ho  had  married  Betsey  Mills,  with 
wlioW)  he  spent  many  years  Of  happy  married  life. 

He  of  whom  we  write  resided  with  his  parents 
Until  reaching  his  majority,  when  lie  commenced 
life  on  his  own  account  even  with  the  world.  He 
worked  out  on  farms  by  the  month  in  Cayuga 
County,  and  in  1855  emigrated  West  to  Illinois, 
X  making  perman  ent  location  in  this  county.  Rock- 
fiord  was  at  that  time  little  more  than  a  hamlet, 
and  it  was  there  that  Mr.  Harris  was  employed  iu 
a  machine  shop  for  three  years.  During  that  lime, 
however,  he  purchased  a  tract  of  wild  prairie  hui d 
in  Winnebago  Township,  and  in  1858  located  on 
the  place  and  engaged  in  farming  until  1881,  when, 
aS  before  stated,  he  came  to  Winnebago  village. 
In  1891,  ho  erected  his  pleasant  home  where  lie 
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and  lias  good  wife  make  welcome  their  numerous 
friends  and  acquaintances. 

In  Cayuga  County,  N.  Y.,  our  subject' and  Miss 
Mary  Kellogg  were  united  in  marriage  in  the  year  I 
1858.  The  lady  was  born  in  the  town  of  Schagliti- 
coke  Point,  N.  Y.,  October  12,  1883,  and  is  a 
daughter  of  Joseph  Kellogg,  a  native  of  Connecti¬ 
cut,  who  went  to  New,,  York  State  when  a  young 
man  and  was  there  married.  The  father  of  Mrs. 
Harris  was  a  blacksmith  by  trade  and  in  Cayuga 
County  erected  a  shop  and  followed  his  trade  until 
coming  to  this  county,  where  his  decease  occurred 
in  Winnebago  village. 

The  maiden  name  of  the  mother  of  our  subject 
was  Angcline  Holmes;  she  also  had  l.er  birth  in 
Sclmghticoke  Point  and  departed,  this  life  in  Win¬ 
nebago  Township.  One  child,  Steward  I-I..  was 
born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harris  Juno  8,  18G0,  and 
died  in  September,  1882.  Our  subject  and  his  wife 
are  devoted  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  and  have  many  friends  among  the  people 
Where  they  have  lived  so  many  years. 

@h=— + §#§>!# 

EDWIN  S.  ALEXANDER,  a  retired  merchant 
of  Belvidere,  is  a  native  of  Covington, 
Fountain  County,  Ind.,  and  one  of  live 
children  born  unto  James  and  Sarah  (Mitchell) 
Alexander,  llis  grandfather,  William  Alexander, 
was  a  pioneer  of  the  Territory  of  Indiana,  and  for 
many  years  engaged  in  farming  in  Fountain 
County.  James  was  born  and  reared  in  that  county 
and  married  Sarah  Mitchell,  a  native  of  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  whose  parents,  Thomas  and  Hester  (Cowell) 
Mitchell,  were  also  born  in  the  Keystone  State. 
They  were  pioneers  of  Indiana  and  catno  to  Boone 
County  in  1836.  Mr.  Mitchell  died  at  the 'home 
of  his  son  in  Neosha  Falls,  Kan.,  and  his  wife 
died  at  the  home- of  their  daughter  in  Ontonagon, 
Mich. 

It  was  in  1839  that  James  Alexander  visited 
Boone  County,  and  purchased  a  tract  of  land  in 
what  is  now  Bonus  Township.  He  then  returned 
to  Indiana,  and  two  years  later  brought  his  family 
to  the  new  home.  He  at  once  began  the  improve¬ 
ment  and  cultivation  of  his  laud,  and  upon  that 


farm  made  his  homo  until  within  a  short  time  of 
his  death.  The  last  year  of  his  life  was  spent  in 
Indiana,  and  ho  there  passed  away  in  September, 
1888.  Ilis  wife  di6d  in  Harvard,  August  25, 1875. 
Their  four  children  who  grew  to  mature  years  are 
Edwin  S.,  Frances  M,, Serena  M.  and  Elisha  J. 

Our  subjeet  was  only  fourteen  months  old  when 
his  parents  came  to  Illinois,  and  amid  the  wild 
scones  of  frontier  life  the  days  of  his  boyhood  and 
youth  were  passed.  During  the  winter  season  lie 
attended  school  and  in  tho  summer  mouths  aided 
in  the  labors  of  the  farm  until  twenty  years  of  ago. 
During  the  throe  succeeding  years  of  his  life,  he 
carried  on  farming  for  himself,  but  continued  to 
make  his  home  with  his  parents  until  1862,  when 
lie  embarked  in  the  grain  and  lumber  business  in 
Poplut  Grove.  Aftor  ton  years  spent  in  that  line, 
lie  engaged  in  merchandising,  carrying  a  stock  of 
dry-goods  and  groceries,  lie  was  first  a  partner 
of  W.  S.  Webster,  and  later  was  associated  with 
Woodward  Brothers  until  1880,  when  lie  disposed 
of  Ifis  interest  in  the  store  and  again  engaged  in 
dealing  in  grain  for  a  year.  Removing  to  Wauna- 
kee.  TVV  is.,  he  was  there  a  dealer  in  live  stoclc  and 
grain  for  five  years,  when  he  returned  to  Poplar 
Grove,  where  he  raado  his  home  until  1886.  In 
that  year  ho  came  to  Belvidere  and  has  since  lived 
retired. 

in  January,  1870,  Mr.  Alexander  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Eliza  Bailey.  Her  great-grand  father, 
Levi  Bailey,  was  a  natiyo  of  Westchester  County, 
N.  Y.,  followed  farming  and  at  one  time  was  a 
largo  slave-holder,  butl  voted  for  emancipation. 
He  married  Betsy  Smith,  and  became  a  large  land- 
owner  of  Putnam  County,  N.  Y.  IIo  was  also  one 
of  its  prominent  citizens  and  represented  liis  dis¬ 
tinct  in  the  State  Legislature.  Tho  grandfather, 
Levi  Bailey,  learned  the  trade  of  harness-making, 
which  ho  followed  for  some  years,  and  (.lion  oper¬ 
ated  a  farm  which  he  had  inherited  until  his  death. 
IIo  married  Priscilla  Thompson,  a  native  of  Put¬ 
nam  County,  and  a  daughter  of  James  and  Pris¬ 
cilla  (Cole)  Thompson,  llov  father  served  as 
General  in  tho  State  militia.  Daniel  Bailey  was 
educated  in  his  native  town  and  at  the  age  of  four¬ 
teen  began  earning  his  own  livelihood.  On  attain¬ 
ing  his  majority,  he  went  to  Westchcstor  County, 
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where  he  bought  a  farm  and  made  his  home  for 
seven  years.  In  1854,  he  came  to  Boone  County, 
and,  purchasing  one  hundred  acres  of  land  in  Bol- 
videro  Township,  engaged  in  farming  and  stock- 
raising.  He  has  been  very  successful  and  now 
owns  more  than  seven  hundred  acres  of  land.  Upon  ; 
in's  farm  he  resided  until  1888,  since  which  time  he 
lias  made  his  home  in  Bclvidere.  1-Ie  was  married, 
in  1842,  to  Emeline,  daughter  of  Charles  and  Eliza¬ 
beth  (Banker)  Agor,  and  a  native  of  Putnam 
County,  N.  Y,,  born  July  25^  1822.  They  have 
three  children:  Theodore,  S^hccr  and  Eliza. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Alexander'l\<hd  their  daughter, 
Elora  B.,  their  only  child,  occupy  a  pleasant  home 
in  Belviderc,  and  its  hospitable  doors  are  over 
open  to  their  many  friends.  In  polities,  he  is  a 
supporter  of  Republican  principles,  and  socially, 
is  a  member  of  Poplar  Grove  Lodge,  A.  0.  U.  W. 

i§§  i®  ®  ®i  HI 

ARTIN  McCOY.  In  the  early  settlement 
of  Winnebago  County,  Ill.,  Mr.  McCoy 
bore  a  prominent  part  in  developing  and 
opening  //the  way  for  civilization,  and  is 
one  of  the  old  ahd  much  esteemed  citizens.  He 
was  horn  in  the  Keystone  State,  his  birth  occurring 
in  Huntingdon  County,  in  1813,  ar,d  he  is  the  son 
of  Jonathan  McCoy,  who  was  born  in  tlio North  of 
Ireland,  or  on  the  ocean  on  routo  to  America  in 
1788.  The  grandfather  of  our  subject,  George  Mc¬ 
Coy,  was  born  in  the  North  of  Ireland,  and  came 
to  Alexandria,  Pa„  about  1788.  lie  was  the  father 
Of  four  children:  George,  Jane,  Mary  and  Jona¬ 
than.  The  mother  of  these  children  died  at  the 
ripe  ago  of  eighty-four  years.  Their  daughter 
Mary  was  wed  by  Matthew  Simpson,  at  Sprfice 
Crook  Iron  Works,  and  the  latter's  son,  Matthew 
Simpson,  was  ono  of  the  most  eloquent  and  suc¬ 
cessful  preaehors  in  America,  and  was  noted  far  and 
wide  as  a  most  gifted  Methodist  divide.  He  be¬ 
came  an  eminent  bishop,  and  wa #  a  long  time 
chaplain  of  the  United  States  Senate. 

Jonathan  McCoy,  father  of  our  subject,  was  mar¬ 
ried,  when  twenty-two  years  of  age,  to  Miss  Isabella 
Houck,  of  his  own  neighborhood.  After  marriage 
they  settled  in  their  native  place,  and  there  reared  a 


large  family  of  children.  They  were  the  parents 
of  eight  sons  and  four  daughters,  but  one, 
Washington,  died  in  infancy.  The  others  were 
as  follows:  William,  who  died  a  few  years  ago; 
Martin,  our  subject;  Ellen  became  the  wife  of  J. 

•  -3-  Gfmtcrman,  and  died  in  Madison  County,  Ill; 
James  is  an  extensive  farmer  near  Blue  Mound, 
111.;  Hezokiah,  a  large  railroad  contractor  and  a 
very  vvealthyman,  is  a  druggist  of  Salt  Lake  City; 
Jane,  now  Mrs.  McNiekle,  resides  in  Milwaukee; 
Elizabeth,  a  young  lady,  died  near  Troy,  Ill.;  John, 
who  resides  in  Lebanon,  Ill.,  is  a  wealthy  ranch¬ 
man,  owning  many  ranches  in  Texas!  Dorsey,  who 
is  overseer  for  a  large  nail  factory  in  Milwaukee, 
Wis.,  began  the  trade  when  thirteen  years  of  age, 
and  now  at  the  age  of  sixty-nine  years,  is  in  charge 
of  the  works,  and  has  been  for  many  years,  at  a 
large  salary;  Thomas  is  a  farmer  of  Macon  County ,„ 
Ill.,  and  is  in.  very  good  circumstances,  Owning 
land  in  Dakota;  and  Mary  is  the  widow  of  Elder 
Palmer,  an  able  Baptist  minister  of  Southern  Illi¬ 
nois,  near  Cairo.  The  latter  was  a  brother  of  I-Ion. 
John  M.  Palmer,  who  was  an  expert  linguist,  being 
master  of  seven  languages. 

Martin  McCoy,  our  subject,  came  to  Southern 
Illinois  iu  J&§4,  resided  there  for  a  little  over 
four  years,  and  in  April,  1838.  lie  came  to  Rock¬ 
ford.  lie  was  married  on  the  30th  of  March,  1837, 
in  Smoothes  Prairie,  Ill.,  seven  miles  east  of  Alton, 
to  Miss  Sarah  Chandler,  a  native  of  North  Carolina, 
and  the  following  year  he  and  his  bride  started  for 
Winnebago  County  by  the  river  from  Alton.  He 
left  his  wife  at  Savannah,  and  walked  from  there 
to  Cranes’  Gro  ve,  ana’  then  went  by  stage  to  Rock¬ 
ford.  lie  walked  from  there  to  Harlem,  and  thence 
Over  to  Harrison  Precinct  for  Ms  brother-in-law's 
two  3’0ke  of  oxen.  With  these  he  returned  to 
Savannah,  for  liis  family  and  goods,  lie  made  the 
trip  of  one  hundred  and  twent}-  miles  in  one  week, 
and  came  on  with  his  goods,  wife  and  young  babe, 
Ellen,  who  was  three  months  old.  This  was  in  the 
month  of  April,  and  they  were  caught  in  a  heavy 
rain  storm  which  drenched  his  wife,  child  and 
goods,  and  stalled  his  team  in  the  quicksand.  This 
was  but  ono  of  the  many  trials  that  beset  the  path¬ 
way  of  these  young  pioneers.  The  roads  were  new 
and  with  the  load  of  household  goods,  for  they  had 
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,  plenty  along  with  them,  made  the  trip  a  very  tedi¬ 
ous  one.  Very  thankful  were  they  when  they 
reached  Rockford  on  the  I7th  of  April.  In  order 
to  cross  Rock  River,  however,  Mr.  McCoy  was 
obliged  to  wade  the  stream,  which  was  waist  deep, 
and  set  up  stakes  as  landmarks,  after  which  he  re¬ 
turned  for  his  team  and  precious  load. 

He  first  settled -opposite  Latham,  on  a  half-sec¬ 
tion  of  land  that  Henry  Chandler  had  located,  and 
they  improved  forty  acres,  and  put  in  a  crop.  They 
resided  there  two  seasons,  and  then  settled  on  Mr. 

-  McCoy’s  present  homestead,  where  they  erected  a 
shanty,  and  immediately  began  making  improve¬ 
ments  on  their  future  home.  Of  this,  one  hundred 
and  sixty  acres  were  in  timber,  and  Mr.  McCoy 
sold  eighty  acres  to  David  Penfield,  and  got  a  Mr. 
Thompson,  of  Roscoe,  to  deed  the  other  eighty 
acres  for  thirty  acres.  In  1843  or  1 844,  Air.  Mc¬ 
Coy  took  a  pre-emption  of  eighty  acres  Where  ho 
now  lives,  and  on  this  he  built  a  log  house,  16x16 
feet,  with  a  good  shingle  roof.  Later  he  buiit'iP 
10x16  addition  to  this,  and  still  later  another  ad¬ 
dition  of  10x10  feet.  He  resided  ten  years  in  this 
house  before  he  built  a  frame  house.  He  sold  his 
land  at  Latham,  and  with  the  proceeds  paid  for 
his  homestead  of  eighty  acres.  In  1872,  he  bought 
eighty  acres  of  the  land  just  north  of  him' which 
had  been  shorn  of  the  timber,  and- for  this  paid 
81,700.  Of  this,  sixty  acres  arc  of  the  very  finest 
soil,  producing  immense  crops,  and  twenty  acres 
are  in  timber,  good  size,  all  grown  since  then.  Air, 
McCoy  owns  one  hundred  and  eighty-five  acres,  of 
which  forty  acres  are  choice  pasture  land,  forty-five 
acres  timber,  and  the  balance  is  in  a  high  State  of 
cultivation.  "  \v 

Five  children  have  been  born  to  Air.  and  Airs. 
AlcCoy,  all  daughters:  Jane  died  in  infancy; 
Nancy,  now  Airs.  A.  P.  Doolittle,  is  at  home  with 
her  father;  Alary,  a  lovely  young  woman  of  eigh¬ 
teen  years,  died  of  typhoid  fever;  and  Estolla  is 
now  Airs.  A.  N.  Rockstcad,  her  husband  a  photo¬ 
grapher  of  Rockford.  Airs.  Doolittle  and  Airs. 
Rockstead  each  have  a  son.  Air.  AlcCoy  buried 
his  devoted  and  much  beloved  wife  on  the  30th  of 
June,  1887,  she  being  sixty-nine  years  of  age,  and 
but  for  the  company  of  his  daughter,  his  home 
would  be  desolate  indeed.  Air.  AlcCoy  enjoys 


comparatively  good  health  for  his  years.  Ho  has 
five  grandchildren  and  four  great-grandchildren. 
He  keeps  many  cattle  and  eight  cows,  sending  his 
butter  to  consumers  ho  Alii waukec,  IV" is.  He  also 
sells, from  thirty  to  forty  fine  hogs  each  year. 

Our  subject  has  always  voted  the  Republican 
ticket  since  the  birth  of  that  party,  though  not  a 
strict  partisan.  Tie  h.as  never  sought  Official  posi¬ 
tions,  but  has  held  the  office  of  Justice  of  the 
Peace,  Assessor,  etc.  lie  lias  been  a  consistent  mem¬ 
ber  of  the Alethodist  Episcopal  Church  since. sixteen 
years  of  age,  and  his  departed  wife  was  also  a  faith¬ 
ful  Christian.  Our  subject  lias  been  a  Alastcr 
Alason  many  years,  and  knous  Masonry  to  bo  a 
grand  institution  for  suffering  humanity. 


SYLVESTER  GAGE.  Wo  herewith  present 
the  sketch  of  a  prominent  farmer  of  Boone 
Township,  whoso  home  is  located  on  sec¬ 
tion  11.  He  is  a  native  of  Herkimer 
County,  N,  Y.,  and  was  born  on  the  29th  of  De¬ 
cember,  1888.  Ilis  father,  Alfred  Gage,  was  also  a 
native  of  the  above-named  county,  where  lie  was  a 
farmer.  In  1849,  the  elder  Ain'  Gage  went  West 
to  California  via  the  Nicaragua  route,  and  died  in 
the  Golden  State,  in  1862,  leaving  a  wife  and  three 
children  in  the  East.  The  maiden  namo  of  our 
subject’s  mother  was  Parmelia  Gregg,  the  daughter 
of  Joseph  Gregg,  a  carpenter  of  Sandusky,  Ohio. 
The  brother  and  sister  of  our  subject  were  Seymour 
and  Elizabeth,  the  family  of  five  having  been 
broken  into  by  the  death  of  Eiiab  and  Alary  Ann. 

He  of  whom  we  write  was  given  fair  school  ad¬ 
vantages,  and  when  fifteen  years  of  ago  started  out 
to  earn  his  own  living.  In  1860,  he  was  married 
to  Elizabeth  Ann,  a  daughter  of  Thomas  and 
Sarah  (Clark)  Berry.  Air.  Gage  never  served  an 
apprenticeship  to  the  carpenter’s  trade,  but  one 
day  meeting  with  a  Air.  Pearce,  who  offered  him 
82.25  per  day  to  work  for  him  at  that  trade,  lie 
accepted  the  position  and  happened  always  to  do 
the  right  thing  required  of  him,  thus  making  a  suc¬ 
cess  of  that  lino  of  business.  In  the  spring  of  1875, 
Air.  and  Airs.  Gage  emigrated  to  lugliam  County, 
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Midi.,  where  they  remained  for  two  years,  at  the 
end  of  which  time  they  dame  to  Illinois  and  lo¬ 
cated  in  Capron,  whither  a  brother  of  Mrs.  Gage 
had  settled  in  the  ’50s.  They  lived  there  for  a 
twelvemonth,  when  onr  subject  purchased  a  small 
farm  of  eleven  acres.  Previous  to  coming  West, 
ho  purchased  a  farm  for  §500  in  this  State,  which 
he  sold  a  few  years  later  for  §1,800,  and  with  that 
amount  came  West.  They  have  a  snug  little  farm 
and  keep  on  their  place  five  cows,  marketing  the 
milk  at  the  creamery  one-half  mile  distant.  Mr. 
Gage  is  still  working  at  his  trade  of  a  carpenter 
and  is  employed  in  the  construction  of  some  of 
the  finest  residences  and  stores  in  the.  place, 

Qnr  subject  is  a  stanch  Democrat  and  interested 
in  the  upbuilding  of  his  community.  His  mother 
died  in  Litchfield,  N.  Y.,  in  the  summer  of  1889, 
when  eighty  fi  ve  years  of  age.  Mrs.  Gage’s  father 
died  in  Herkimer  County,  N.  Y.,  December  2,  1857, 
when  sixty-three  years  of  age,  leaving  a  widow  and 
six  children,  namely:  Thomas  F.,  a  carpenter  at 
Capron;  Robert  G.,  of  Fulton  County,  Mo.;  Will¬ 
iam  W.,  residing  at  Dion,  K.  Y.;  Edward  M.,  who 
makes  his  home  in  Kent  County,  Mich.:  and  Ann 
E,  George  M.  died  when  thirty-six  years  of  age. 
The  parents  of  Mrs.  Gage  were  natives  of  England 
and  emigrated  to  the  New  World  in  1828,  being 
sixty-three  days  on  tiie  ocean.  Grandfather  Gregg 
was  a  patriot  in  the  War  of  1812  and  did  brave 
and  active  service  during  that  period. 


SCAR  FAVOR-  The  present  popular  Post- 
|  JJj  master  of  Rock  ton  was  appointed  to  that 
office  in  tlio  fall  of  1889,  and  he  enjoys 
the  entire  confidence  of  all  with  whom  ho  has 
dealings.  He  is  a  native  of  this  county,  having 
been  born  October  18,  1844,  in  Rockton  Township, 
and  was  reared  to  manhood  on  las  father’s  farm  in 
Owen  Township,  Winnebago  County. 

Wadley  Favor,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  New  Hampshire  in  1806  and  is  a  son  of 
Moses  Favor,  a  fanner  in  the  Granite  State,  where 
ho  lived  and  died  in  his  seventieth  year,  having 
reared  seven  children.  His  son  Wadley  in  1832 
emigrated  to  Canada,  where  he  was  employed 


manager  in  a  stove  foundry  for  six  years  at  Nor- 
mandate.  At  the  expiration  of  that  time,  he  came 
to  Rockford  and  was  soon  engaged  in  fanning  near 
the  city,  at  live  same  time  making  claim  to  eighty 
acres  of  Government  land  in  Owen  Township.  In 
1845,  he  located  upon  that  tract  with  his  family, 
moving  into  n  rude  log  house  which  had  been  hur¬ 
riedly  erected,  and  died  September  2,  1889.  The 
mother  is  still  living, 

The  lady  to  whom  Wadley  Favor  was  married 
in  1842  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Mary  Bryning. 
On  coming  to  the  new  home  in  Winnebago  .County, 
the  parents  began  housekeeping  in  a  primitive 
way  and  here  reared  their  family.  In  1855,  Mr. 
Favor  erected  a  substantial  residence  and  added 
one  hundred  acres  to  his  estate,  all  of  which  is 
still  in  the  family.  The  greater  portion  of  it  lies 
on  section  5,  arid  it  is  one  of  the  most  thoroughly 
tilled  farms  in  Rockton  Township.  In  1860,  a 
large  barn,  30x40  feet,  was  built,  to  which  lie  later 
added  another  large  structure.  Their  eldest  child, 
who  bore  the  name  of  Axie,  died  April  6,  1889  at 
,  the  age  of  forty-five  years.  Those  living  are  our 
subject  and  liis  brother  Walter,  who  is  engaged 
in  the  drug  business  in  Rockford. 

Oscar  Favor  was  reared  on  the  home  farm  which 
he  left  in  1869,  and  was  married  to  Mary  Rligb,  of 
Rockton.  Her  parents  were  natives  of  New  York 
and  pioneers  of  Winnebago  County,  this  State. 
They  bore  the  names  of  Alphcus  B.  and  Almira 
(Weird)  Bligh,  respectively,  and  passed  away  in 
this  county  at  the  respective  ages  of  fifty-seven  and 
seveuty-seven  years.  The  only  son  born  to  onr 
subject  and  his  wife,  Oscar  Bligh,  died  in  April, 
1882,  when  three  years  of  age. 

Our  subject  operated  a  fine  farm  and  was  exten¬ 
sively  engaged  in  the  dairy  business  for  some 
twelve  .years,  disposing  of  it  to  engage  in  the  grain 
and  stock  trade,  which  he  followed  for  six  years 
in  Rockton.  In  1889,  being  appointed  to  his  pres¬ 
ent  office,  lie  has  since  given  his  entire  attention 
to  the  duties  of  that  position.  He  is  a  true-blue 
Republican,  as  was  his  father  before  him,  and  while 
in  the  grain  business  was  made  Gonstable  of  his 
township,  and  for  six  years  was  Assessor  and  for 
three  years  served  as  School  Trustee.  He  was  ap¬ 
pointed  administrator  of  his  father’s  estate  and 
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likewise  of  his  father-in-law's  property,  which  he 
manages  in  the  most  satisfactory  manner.  In  every 
relation  of  life  he  is  most  cordially  esteemed  by 
those  who  know  him,  as  is  indicated  by  the  fact 
that  he  has  been  placed  by  his  party  in  numerous 
official  positions. 


SIIOMAS  LIDDLE.  This  successful  horti¬ 
culturist  Of  Owen  Township  has  on  his  es¬ 
tate  the  largest  and  finest  orchard  in  the 
county  of  Winnebago,  and  has  a  wide  reputation 
ns  a  thrifty  farmer  and  upright  citizen.  He  re¬ 
sides  on  the  farm  which  was  improved  by  his 
«  wife’s  father  and  which  comprises  one  hundred  and 
sixty  acres,  on  which  improvements  of  a  substan¬ 
tial  order  have  been  placed  and  conveniently  ar¬ 
ranged  buildings  have  been  erected.  The  most 
conspicuous  structure  is  the  family  residence,  a 
pleasant  rural  abode-,  a  view  of  which  is  presented 
on  another  page. 

Tracing  the  lineage  of  Mr.  Lid  die  back  through 
several  generations,  we  find  that  his  great-grand¬ 
father,  a  native  of  Scotland,  emigrated  to  the 
North  of  England  and  there  spent  his  last  years. 
The  greatgrandfather  of  our  subject  was  a  silver 
miner  near  Wolsingham,  where  he  spent  his  entire 
life.  Grandfather  George  Liddie  was  born  in 
England,  and  his  son,  likewise  named  George,  was 
a  native  of  Durham  County,  there  engaging  in  his 
younger  days  as  a  miner  and  in  his  later  life  as  a 
miller  and  farmer.  In  1852,  he  emigrated  to 
America  and  resided  at  the  Wadsworth  homestead 
in  the  Genesee  Valley,  N.  Y.,  one  year.  From 
that  place  Ac  came  to  Rockford  and  followed  the 
business  of  draying  for  one  year,  after  which  he 
bought  a  farm  in  Owen  Township  and  followed 
agricultural  pursuits  until  his  death. 

The  mother  of  our  subject,  whose  maiden  name 
was  Jane  Clay,  was  born  in  Durham  County,  Eng¬ 
land,  the  daughter  of  George  and  Hannah  Clay, 
and  died  on  the  old  homestead  in  Owen  Town¬ 
ship,  after  having  reared  to  maturity  eight  sons 
and  four  daughters.  The  member  of  this  family 
in  whom  we  are  particularly  interested  is  Thomas, 
who  was  born  in  Durham  County,  England,  April 


6,  1827,  and  was  reared  on  a  farm  in  his  native 
country.  At  the  age  of  seventeen,  he  commenced 
railroading  on  the  Wear  Valley  Railroad,  in  which 
capacity,  as  well  as  in  farming,  ho  was  occupied  un¬ 
til  he  emigrated  to  America  in  1851. 

In  that  year  Mr.  Diddle  sot  sail  from  Liverpool 
on  the  vessel  “Corsica,”  which  was  wrecked  ou 
the  coast  Of  Newfoundland,  all  his  possessions 
being  lost  excepting  the  clothes  which  ho  wore. 
Ho  was  taken  in  a  life  boat  to  Cape  Ray,  and  four 
days  later  brought  to  St.  Johns,  New  Brunswick, 
whence,  two  weeks  afterward,  lie  sailed  for  New 
York,  landing  in  that  city  in  June.  Thence  ho 
proceeded  to  the  AVadsworth  homestead,  in  the 
Genesee  Valley,  where  he  remained  until  1852 
and  then  came  to  where  he  was  en¬ 
gaged  on  the  Cld  sir  Union  Railroad. 

During  the  live,  <  i  lie  was  in  the  em¬ 

ploy  of  the  Cv  pan-,  •  ife  industrious  and 
economical  and  was  liuia  enabled  to  engage  in 
farming.  Some  years  boforo  leaving  the  railroad 
business,  he  purchased  a  farm  in  Owen  Township 
together  with  his  brothers,  where  he  resided  until 
the  Civil  War,  and  then  bought  his  present  prop¬ 
erty. 

April  6,  1862,  Mr.  Liddie  was  married  to  Miss 
Minerva  Chapman,  who  was  born  in  Cayuga 
County,  N.  Y.,  October  1,  1839.  Her  father, 
Edom  Chapman,  w.is  born  in  New  York  State. 
Her  grandfather,  Jeremiah  Chapman,  was,  it  is 
thought,  born  in  England  and  emigrated  to  Amer¬ 
ica,  where  lie  spent  his  Inst  years  on  a  farm  in 
Putnam  County,  Grandmother  Chapman,  whose 
maiden  name  wits  Mary  Barger,  died  on  the  old 
homestead  in  Putnam  County.  The  father  of 
Mrs.  Liddie  learned  the  trade  of  a  carriage-maker 
and  painter,  and  resided  in  Cayuga  County  for  a 
short  time  after  his  marriage,  coming  in  1842  to 
Illinois  and  purchasing  a  tract  of  wild  prairie 
land  in  Owen  Township,  Three  years  later  his 
family  joined  him.  Afterward  ho  bought  another 
farm  in  the  same  township,  where  he  resided  until 
death.  His  wife,  Gertrude  (Jones)  Chapman,  was 
born  in  York  State,  the  daughter  of  Samuel  and 
Rebecca  (Updyke)  Jones,  and  died  on  the  homo 
farm.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Diddle  have  three  children: 
Jed,  Ada  and  Arden.  Ada  married  William  Kcl- 
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Icy  fin  (I  !ms  two  children,  Lucy  and  Mary.  Tn 
his  political  alii  Rations,  Mr.  Liddlc  is  a  Republi¬ 
can  and  is  public-spirited  and  enterprising. 

(jpS’UANCIK  15.  WILLOUGHBY.  Among  tins 

residents  of  Rockford  Township,  AViime- 
}l\  '  Irngo  County,  none  arc  more  worthy  of  rep¬ 
resentation  by  the  biographical  writer  than  Mr. 
Willoughby  and  his  wife,  who  are  hold  in  high  es¬ 
teem  by  all  who  know  them.  The  farm  which  thoy 
own  and  occupy  is  one  of  the  finest  in  the  locality 
and  a  visitor  would  find  upon  it  every  necessary 
and  convenient  structure,  which  gives  to  the  prem¬ 
ises  an  air  of  prosperity  and  comfort. 

The  ancestors  of  our  subject  are  such  that  their 
descendants  win  refer  to  them  with  pride,  the  va¬ 
rious  families  furnishing  men  and  women  of  intel¬ 
ligence  and  ability,  John  B.  Willoughby,  the 
father  of  our  subject,  was  born  in  Westchester 
County,  N.  Y.,  January  16,  1802.  His  father, 
Bliss  Willoughby,  was,  it  is  thought,  born  in  Con¬ 
necticut,  and,  as  tradition  lias  it,  there  were  three 
brothers  named  Willoughby,  natives  of  England, 
and  members  of  Queen  Anne’s  Life  Guards,  who, 
after  the  death  of  Queen  Aline,  came  to  America, 
one  of  them  settling  in  'Vermont,  another  in  Massa¬ 
chusetts  and  the  third,  who  is  said  to  be  the  an¬ 
cestor  of  our  subject,  making  his  homo  in  Connec¬ 
ticut.  All  three  served  in  the  Revolutionary  War. 

The  grandfather  of  our  subject  removed  from 
Connecticut  to  Westchester  County,  N.  Y.,  and 
from  there  to  Chenango  County,  where  he  was  one 
of  the  pioneers  of  Preston.  Purchasing  a  tract  of 
.timber  land,  lie  set  about  improving  his  farm,  and 
ns  there  were  no  railroads  or  markets  nearer  than 
the  Hudson  River,  was  put  to  the  great  inconyeni- 
oneo  of  conveying  tlio  products  of  his  farm  many 
miles  by  means  of  ox-teams.  Times  being  hard, 
he  was  tumble  to  moot  the  payments  on  his  land 
and  was  thus  compelled  to  abandon  it.  moving  to 
Oxford  Township,  where  ho  rented  property  for  a 
time,  until  ho  was  enabled  to  purchase  an  improved 
farm,  upon  which  lie  resided  until  his  death.  The 
maiden  name  of  his  wife  was  Fanny  Patton,  He 
served  for  a  period  of  six  months  in  the  Revolu- 
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tiouary  War,  and  upon  his  discharge  received  $50 
in  Continental  money,  $40  of  which  he  was  com¬ 
pelled  to  pay  for  a  square  meal. 

John  Willoughby,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
roared  in  New  York  State,  where  he  learned  the 
trade  of  a  stone  mason,  and  for  a  time  was  em¬ 
ployed  in  building  locks  on  the  Lackawanna  Canal. 
After  his  marriage,  he  located  on  the  old  home¬ 
stead,  which  lie  operated  until  his  decease,  lie 
married  Nancy  Shaplcy,  who  was  born  in  Oxford, 
Chenango  County,  N.  Y.,  and  was  the  daughter  of 
David  Hhapley.  Mrs.  Willoughby  still  resides  on 
the  home  farm  in  Oxford,  being  in  her  eighty-sixth 
year.  She  is  the  mother  of  throe  children:  Francis 
E.,  William  Darwin  and  John  H,  The  latter  died 
in  Coventry,  Chenango  County. 

The  original  of  this  sketch  received  a  good  edu¬ 
cation  in  the  schools  of  lvis  native  town  and  con¬ 
tinued  to  reside  under  the  parental  roof  until  1855, 
Avliieh  was  the  date  of  his  advent  into  Illinois. 
Locating  in  Ogle  County,  lie  purchased  a  tract  of 
eighty  acres  of  wild  prairie  land  in  Linville  Town¬ 
ship,  pajdng  therefor  $11  per  acre. 

He  soon  traded,  however,  for  one  hundred  and 
sixty  acres  in  the  same  township,  where  he  made 
liis  home  until  1866,  and  then  came  to  Winnebago 
County,  becoming  the  proprietor  of  one  hundred 
and  ninet3r-three  and  one-lialf  acres  of  land,  lo¬ 
cated  one-half  mile  from  the  city  limits  of  Rock¬ 
ford.  He  was  actively  engaged  hi  cultivating  his 
farm  until  1890,  when  the  “boom”  struck  the  city 
and  Mr.  Wrilloughl)3r  platted  one  hundred  and  eight 
acres  Of  his  land.  That  year  lie  erected  a  handsome 
residence,  a  view  of  which  is  shown  on  another 
page,  which  is  furnished  and  finished  in  modem 
stylo.  jj 

Fcbruaiy  6,  1857,  Miss  Janott  E.  Root,  who  was 
born  in  Oxford,  N.  Y.,  became  the  wife  of  our  sub¬ 
ject.  To  them  have  been  born  a  family  of  five 
children:  Augusta  E.,  Edgar  C.,  Arthur  B.,  John 
II.  and  Frank.  Augusta  married  Warren  0.  Eddy, 
by  whom  she  lias  two  children:  Flora  and  Alice. 
Arthur  married  Catharine  Ernst,,  and  is  the  father 
Of  three  children;  Hazel  Grace,  I/yra,  and  Arthur 
Fletcher.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Willoughby  arc  members 
of  the  Court  Street  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  In 
politics,  Our  subject  cast  his  first  vote  for  Franklin 
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Pierce,  and  now  votes  the  Prohibition  ticket.  He 
was  for  many  years  a  Leading  member  of  the  Grange, 
being  a  charter  member  of  Whig  Hill  Grange,  and 
for  fourteen  months  was  manager  of  the  co-opera¬ 
tive  store  in  Rockford. 

J1  OHN  A.  BOWMAN,  Secretary  of  the  Royal 
Sewing  Machine  Company  and  also  a  Direc¬ 
tor  and  stockholder,  is  a  native  of  Sweden, 
his  birth  having  occurred  in  tho  Province 
of  Smoland,  January  22,  I860.  His  parents,  S.  A. 
and  AnnaG.  (Anderson)  Bowman,  wore  natives  of 
the  same  province,  where  they  were  married  :md 
began  their  domestic  life,  the  father  following  the 
occupation  of  mining.  After  the  birth  of  all  their 
children,  the  family  came  to  tho  United  States,  in 
1869,  sailing  from  England  in  May  of  that  year, 
and  landing  in  New  York,  whence  they  came  tf> 
Rockford,  Ill.  They  afterward  removed  to  Mich¬ 
igan,  and  in  1873,  to  Valley  Spring,  S.  Dak.,  which 
was  then  a  new  and  unbroken  country.  Tho  par¬ 
ents  are  still  living  on  a  farm  near  that  place  and 
are  prosperous  and  enterprising  people.  They 
have  lived  to  see  all  the  improvements  made  in 
Minnehaha  County  and  are  numbered  among  its 
honored  pioneers.  Tho  parents  are  both  members 
of  the  Swedisli  Lutheran  Church,  and  have  reached 
the  ages  of  sixty- three  and  sixty-four  years,  respect¬ 
ively. 

Our  subject  is  the  third  of  four  ch  ildren  who  are 
yet  living.  One  sister,  Sophia,  is  the  wife  of  An¬ 
drew  Borg,  whose  sketch  is  elsewhere  in  this  work; 
Hilma  is  the  wife  of  Charles  Olander,  and  Emo'lia 
is  the  wife  of  0.  Peterson.  The  two  latter  reside 
upon  farms  in  Minnehaha  County,  S.  Dak. 

When  a  lad  of  ten  summers,  Mr.  Bowman  of  this 
sketch  went  with  his  family  to  Marquette  Oouut3r, 
.Mich.,  and  three  years  later  removed  to  Valiev 
Springs,  S.  Dak.,  where  he  was  reared  and  began 
business  as  a  general  merchant,  there  making  his 
home  until  1889,  when  he  came  to  Rockford, 
While  a  resident  of  Minnehaha  County,  he  was 
joined  in  wedlock  with  Miss  Hannah  Holland, 
who  was  born  in  Norway,  September  17,  1863,  and 


is  a  daughter  of  Stephen  and  Margaret  (Larson) 
Holland,  also  natives  Of  Norway,  who  emigrated 
with  their  children  to  this  country  in  1872.  They 
located  in  Morris,  III.,  and  in  1879  removed  to 
South  Dakota,  locating  on  G  overmen  t  land  in 
Minnehaha  County,  whore  the.  parents  still  reside 
upon  tho  farm,  which  they  improved.  Their  family 
numbered  six  children.  Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bow¬ 
man  have  boon  born  three  children:  A.  Boland, 
Chester  A.  mid  Blanche  M. 

The  parents  are  members  of  tho  Zion  Lutheran 
Church  and  are  prominent  young  Swedish  people 
Of  this  locality,  ranking  high  in  social  circles.  Mr. 
Bowman  is  a  Republican  in  polities.  Since  coming 
to  this  city,  he  has  been  closely  connected  with  its 
business  interests.  The  Royal  Sewing  Machine 
Company  was  organized  in  July,  1891,  with  a  cap¬ 
ital  stock  of  §100,000,  and  began  to  operate 
the  following  May.  They  employ  about  one  hun¬ 
dred  men  and  have  a  capacity  of  about  two  hun¬ 
dred  aud  fifty.  They  manufacture  a  good  machine, 
and  have  a  constantly  growing  business.  Our 
subject  is  Secretary  of  the  company  and  is  also  a 
stockholder  in  the  new  Swedish  paper  of  this  city. 
Ho  owns  a  half-interest  in  the  throe-story  brick 
block  at  Nos.  501  and  503  Seventh  Street,  and  also 
in  the  threc-story  brick  block  at  Nos.  505  and  507 
Seventh  Street.  Mr  Bowman  is  President  of  the 
local  board  of  the.  Loan  and  Investment  Company 
of  North  America,  located  at  Chicago. 

i — *1 

ORANGE  R.  GORHAM.  In  giving  honor  to 
whom  honor  is  due,  we  should  not  neglect 
O.  It.  Gorham,  who  began  life  empty-handed 
and  has  accumulated  a  good  property  by  dint  of 
energetic  and  well-directed  efforts.  His  home  is 
located  on  the  corner  of  North  Church  and  Napo¬ 
leon  Street,  Rockford.  Born  in  Pittsford,  Rutland 
County,  Vt, July  13, 1837,  he  is  the  son  of  Alonzo 
Gorham,  whoso  birth  occurred  August  15,  180.1,  in 
Poultncy,  that  State. 

The  paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject,  Seth 
Gorham,  was  a  native  of  New  Fairfield,  Conn.,  aud 
of  English  ancestry.  He  removed  from  that  State 
to  Vermont,  whore  he  followed  tho  blacksmith’s 
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trade  in  Poultncy.  In  those  days  all  the  nails  were 
made  by  hand  and  our  subject  now  has  sonic  in  his 
possession  which  he  drew  from  a  building  in  Poult- 
ney  in  1883,  and  which  had  been  made  by  his 
grandfather.  Seth  Gorham  ..  :ded  in  the  above- 
named  place  for  a  number  of  years  and  then  wont 
to  Whipple  Hollow,  near  Rutland,  where  he  fol¬ 
lowed  farming  in  addition  to  his  trade  and  resided 
until  his  death.  He  was  a  soldier  in  the  Revolu¬ 
tionary  War,  in  which  struggle  he  received  a  scalp 
wound.  The  maiden  name  of  his  wife  wiis  Amelia 
Dunks,  and  her  decease  occurred  on  the  home  farm 
near  Rutland. 

Alonzo  Gorham  was  reared  a  farmer  boy,  and 
being  a  natural  mechanic,  during  the  winter  season 
followed  various  trades.  Purchasing  land  in  Pitts- 
ford,  lie  lived  upon  it  until  1844, at  which  time,  he 
came  to  Illinois  and  located  three  miles  southwest 
of  Rockford.  The  following  year  he  was  joined 
by  his  family,  and  lived  on  rented  property  for 
three  years,  when  lie  became  the  owner  of  a  tract 
in  Winnebago  Township,  on  which  lie  erected  a 
frame  house,  which  before  its  completion  was  de¬ 
stroyed  by  a  cyclone,  on  the  31st  of  May,  1851. 
Immediately  rebuilding  the  structure,  he  resided 
in  it  until  1882, and  then  selling  his  farm,  went  to 
California,  and  made  his  home  with  his  daughter, 
Airs.  Hannah  L.  Weldon.  Five  years  later,  he  re¬ 
lumed  to  this  county,  and  in  1887  came  to  Rock¬ 
ford,  where  his  decease  occurred  in  May  of  that 
year.  The  maiden  name  of  his  wife  was  Mcicy 
Humphrey;  she  was  also  born  in  Rutland,  Vt.,  and 
was  a  daughter  of  Joseph  Humphrey.  Her  decease 
occurred  on  the  8ili  of  August,  1866. 

The  six  children  of  the  parental  household  were 
Hannah,  who  married  the.  Rev.  S.  R.  Weldon, 
and  makes  her  homo  in  Santa  Barbara,  (lab;  Wal¬ 
lace  A.,  who  lives  at  Spirit  Lake,  Iowa;  Laura  J., 
who  became  Airs.  Col.  11.  0.  Forbes,  resides  at 
Champaign,  Ill.;  Orange  R.  was  the  next  in  order 
of  birth;  Mercy  Diana,  who  is  the  wife  of  Dr.  H.  N. 
Canor,  of  Los  Angeles,  Onl.;  and  Charles  W.,  who 
lives  in  Santa  Barbara,  that  State.  Col.  Forbes  led 
a  part  of  the  army  during  the  Grierson  Raid  in 
Mississippi,  going  with  about  one  hundred  others 
on  a  rerun  noil, cring  expedition.  They  were  lost, 
from  the  command, and, riding  night  and  day, sud¬ 


denly  came  upon  a  huge  body  of  rebels  in  camp. 
It  was,  of  course,  expected  that  they  would  at 
once  bo  surrounded,  but  the  Colonel,  adopting  a 
bold  ruse,  raised  the  white  flag,  and,  galloping  into 
the  camp  of  the  rebels,  told  them  he  had  come  to 
demand  their  surrender,  saying  at  the  same  time 
that  ho  would  withdraw  and  give  them  two  hours’ 
time  in  which  to  return  an  answer.  He  did  with¬ 
draw  and  with  his  whole  command  made  his 
escape. 

Orange  R.  Gorham  was  a  lad  of  eight  years 
when  he  came  to  this  State  with  his  parents.  lie 
received  his  early  education  in  the  district  schools 
Of  Winnebago  County,  which  was  advanced  by  an 
attendance  at  the  Rockford  City  schools,  and  the 
Cedarville  Academy  in  Stephenson  County.  Soon 
after  reaching  his  majority,  he  purchased  a  farm  in 
Winnebago  Township  and  was  engaged  in  farming 
for  a  number  of  years,  during  which  .time  be 
bought  and  sold  several  different  estates.  Upon 
the  death  of  bis  cousin,  M.  L.  Gorham,  in  187G,  lie 
managed  bis  estate  for  fifteen  years, Tat  the  same 
time  superintending  bis  own  farm.  lie  continued 
bis  residence  in  Winnebago  Township  till  1887, 
when  be  came  to  Rockford  and  has  since  been 
identified  with  the  city’s  interests. 

In  1886,  lie  of  whom  we  write  became  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  firm  of  Holland,  Ferguson  &  Company, 
makers  of  abstracts  and  dealers  in  loans  and  real 
estate.  This  connection  lasted  until  1890,  since 
which  time  Mr.  Gorham  1ms  carried  on  an  exten¬ 
sive  business  on  bis  own  account.  March  11, 1862, 
he  was  married  to  Alary  AIcDowell,  and  to  them 
have  been  born  live  children:  Frank  F.,  William 
L.,  Charles  AL,  Annie  L.,  and  Alary  Af.  Air.  and 
Airs.  Gorlmm  are  members  of  the  Congregational 
Church  in  Winnebago,  and,  in  polities,  our  subject 
votes  the  straight  Republican  ticket.  For  six  or 
seven  years  lie  served  on  the  County  Board  of  Su¬ 
pervisors.  an d -“.var,  appointed  Notary  Public  in 
1890.  In  social  matters  lie  is  a  member  of  Rock 
River  Council  No.  29,  Royal  Arcanum. 

Airs.  Gorham’s  father,  the  Hon.  William  AIcDow- 
cll,  was  born  in  Frederick  County,  Ya„,  Alarcli  27, 
1795.  He  is  the  son  of  William  AIcDowell,  whose 
birth  occurred  in  County  Cavan, Ireland,  of  Scotch 
ancestry.  The  latter-named  gentleman  was  left  an 
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orphan  at  an  early  ago,  and  was  roared  in  t-ho 
home  of  an  uncle,  with  whom  lie  remained  until 
coming  to  America  when  a  young  man.  Joining 
his  brother  John  in  South  Carolina,  the  grand¬ 
father  of  our  subject,  soon  after  coming  to  America, 
commenced  preaching,  which  profession  he  fol¬ 
lowed  in  many  different  States.  He  was  married 
in  Carlisle,  Pa.,  to  Rachael  McClintoclc,  the  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Samuel  MeCiintock.  The  young  couple  lo¬ 
cated  in  Savannah,  Ga.,  where  Mr.  McDowell  was 
engaged  for  a  few  years  in  the  mercantile  business, 
whence  lie  removed  to  Newton, Frederick  County, 
Va.,  and  for  ten  years  followed  that  same  trade. 
About  1807,  he  went  to  Chillicothe,  Ohio,  where 
he  was  one,  of  the  early  settlers,  and  after  a  resi¬ 
dence  there  of  two  years,  removed  to  a  farm  cloven 
miles  northwest  of  Deer  Creek.  Later,  he  returned 
to  Chillicothe  and  was  engaged  in  the  practice  of 
medicine  until  his  decease,  which  occurred  in  No¬ 
vember,  184.1;  his  good  wifo  preceded  him  to  the 
better  land  in  1831. 

When  the  father  of  Mrs.  G  orham  was  two  years  of 
age,  his  parents  went  to  Chillicothe,  where  lie  at¬ 
tended  the  pioneer  school  of  Ross  County.  When 
his  parents  resided  on  the  farm  he  was  a  pupil  in 
the  old  log  schoolhouse,  whose  home-made  furni¬ 
ture  bore  a  striking  contrast  to  the  convenient  and 
comfortable  temples  of  learning  of  to-day.  There 
were  no  nails  in  the  construction  of  the  house, 
they  being  very  expensive,  as  one  and  one-quarter 
bushels  of  wheat  were  exchanged  for  a  pound  of 
nails.  Mr.  McDowell  later  attended  an  academy 
at  Chillicothe,  and  when  fifteen  years  of  age  be¬ 
gan  clerking  in  a  store,  and  two  years  later  com¬ 
menced  the  study  of  medicine,  but  was  not  enabled 
to  graduate.  After  his  marriage,  lie  located  on  his 
father’s  farm  in  Ross  County,  which  he  cultivated 
for  three  years,  and  then  engaged  in  the  manufac¬ 
ture  Of  soap  and  candles  in  Chillicothe.  In  1842, 
the  father  of  Mrs.  Gorham  started  overland  to 
Wisconsin,  but  the  roads  being  in  a  very  bad  con¬ 
dition,  be  returned  to  Cincinnati,  where  lie  boarded 
a  vessel,  and  went  /by  the  Ohio.  Mississippi  and 
Illinois  Rivers  to  Peru,  thence  by  teams  to 'Green 
County,  Wis.,  He  there  purchased  a  tract  of  land, 
erected  a  log  house,  and  fenced  and  cultivated  his 
farm,  making  it  his  home  for  many  years.  He 


later  divided  the  greater  part  of  it  among  his  chil¬ 
dren,  and  at  the  present  time  he  and  his  wifo  make 
their  home  with  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gorham. 

The  maiden  name  of  Mrs.  Gorham’s  mother  was 
Ann  Eliza  Clingman,  and  her  marriage  with  Mr. 
McDowell  occurred  January  5,  1830.  Hhe  was 
bprn  in  Portsmouth,  Ohio,  February  13,  1811,  and 
is  the  daughter  of  George  W.  and  Mary  Bright 
Clingman,  natives,  rospe.. lively,  of  Pennsylvania 
and  New  Jersey.  They  arc.  the  parents  of  four 
children :  Washington  Charles,  M ary  an d  Annie. 
Mr.  McDowell  cast  his  first  Presidential  vote  for 
Henry  Clity,  but  now  votes  the  Republican  ticket. 
He  served  as  Town  Clerk  of  Chillicothe  and  while 
in  Wisconsin  was  very  prominent  in  local  affairs. 
In  1841,  he  was  nominated  on  the  Whig  ticket  for 
the  Territorial  Senate,  hut  was  defeated.  During 
the  years  1848  and  1863,  ho  was  a  member  of  the 
Constitutional  Convention,  and  was  honored  with 
the  position  of  County' Treasurer  in  1863-64,  He 
joined  the.  Methodist  Episcopal  (Munch  when  eigh¬ 
teen  years  of  age,  and. afterward  became  a  Sweden- 
borgian  in  belief,  to  which  faith  lie  still  gives 
allegiance.  | 

>  — ~  < 

OSCAR  L.  FREDRIKSEN.  His  universally 
conceded  that  the  distribution  of  luudr pro¬ 
ducts  constitutes  t he  most  important  factor 
in  the  long  list  of  a  city’s  industries,  and  such  be¬ 
ing  the  case,  the.  grocer  must  lie  accorded  the  palm 
as  the  most  important  contributor  to  the  develop¬ 
ment  of  tins  fact,  his  wares  covering  almost  every 
article  of  daily  consumption  known  to  man.  Tins 
branch  of  mercantile  activity  is  admirably  repre¬ 
sented  by  the  popular  and  well-appointed  establish¬ 
ment  of  Fredriksen  &  Anderson,  located  at  No. 
411  East  State  Street,  Rockford,  where,  they  have 
conducted  business  under  the  present  (inn  title 
since  May,  I860.  The  business  is  conducted  with 
vigor  and  push,  and  patrons  arc  accorded  prompt 
and  courteous  service,  while  the  stock  is  constantly 
being  replenished  and  kept  choice  and  attractive. 

Mr.  Fredriksen  is  another  of  the  many  promi¬ 
nent  citizens  of  the  comity  who  are  of  foreign 
birth,  and  first  saw  the  light  of  day  in  Skorbcs  Lan, 
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Sweden,  October  1,  1.867.  In  May,  1876,  he  came 
to  the  United  States  with  his  parents,  August  A. 
and  Anna  (Swenson)  Fredriksen,  and  the  family 
resided  in  Moline,  III.,  for  three  years.  From 
there  they  moved  to  Chicago,  thence  to  Woodstock 
and,  finally,  to  Rockford,  where  the  parents  reside 
at  the  present  time.  The  father  has  folloAved  ag¬ 
ricultural  pursuits  as  a  livelihood  and  by  his  en¬ 
ergy  and  industry  has  boon  unusually  successful. 
He  and  Mrs.  Fredriksen  are  now  about  fifty-three 
years  of  age  and  are  prominent  members  of  the 
Swedish  Lutheran  Church,  in  which  he  is  an  official. 
In  polities,  ho  affiliates  with  the  Republican  party. 
Their  seven  children  are  all  living,  as  follows: 
A.  W.,  a  clerk  in  Rockford;  Oscar  L.;  August  L.,  a 
farmer  at  home;  Charles  S.,  Coorge,  Hilma  and 
Anna,  at  home. 

Our  subject  has  resided  in  Rockford  for  ten  years, 
and  six  years  of  that  time  he  has  devoted  his  atten¬ 
tion  to  the  grocery  business.  lie  was  for  some  time 
with  0.  B.  Harding,  a  successful  dealer,  and  later 
a  member  of  the  firm  of  0.  W.  I  leagg.  W  Co.,  re¬ 
maining  witli  the  same  until  the  present  firm  was 
established,  lie  is  one  of  the  most  thorough-going, 
wide-awake  young  business  men  of  Rockford,  and 
his  entire  attention  is  given  to  his  business.  Ilia 
partner,  Mr.  Anderson,  is  also  active  and  enter¬ 
prising  and  has  been  a  resident  of  the  city  for 
about  twelvo  years.  In  religion,  Mi’.  Fredriksen  is 
a  Lutheran  and,  in  politics,  a  Republican. 


jl/SAAC  TOMS,  one  of  the  pioneers  of  Rockford, 
j )  now  residing  on  section  27,  Guilford  Town¬ 
'll  ship,  Winnebago  County,  was  born  in  Essex 
County,  N.  J.,.  December  21,  1800.  His  grandfa¬ 
ther,  Lewis  Toms,  was  of  English  descent,  and 
spent  his  last  days  in  New  Jersey.  There  Isaac 
Toms,  father  of  our  subject,  was  born  and  reared, 
and  learned  tbe  trade  of  a  carpenter,  which  he  fol¬ 
lowed  in  Essex  County  until  his  death  in  1809,  a 
few  months  before  tbe  birth  of  our  subject.  Ilis 
wife  bore  the  maiden  namo  of  Elizabeth  Hender¬ 
son,  and  was  born  in  Essex  Count}'.  Her  father, 
Robert  Henderson,  a  native  of  Scotland,  was 
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drafted  into  the  British  army  during  the  Revolu¬ 
tionary  War,  and  came  to  America.  He  settled  in 
New  Jersey,  but  afterward  removed  to  Canada, 
where  lie  spent  his  last  days.  Mrs.  Toms  resided 
in  her  native  State  until  1816,  when,  with  her  fam¬ 
ily,  she  removed  to  Canada,  and  there  passed  the 
remainder  of  her  life. 

We  now  take  up  the  personal  history  of  our  sub¬ 
ject,  who  in  his  youth  learned  the  trade  of  a  car¬ 
penter.  After  a  few  years  in  company  with  his 
brother,  he  purchased  a  farm  in  Canada,  upon 
which  he  resided  until  1837,  when  he  carne  to  Illi¬ 
nois.  He  started  on  foot  with  all  of  his  worldly 
possessions  in  a  bundle,  and  tlie  first  night  met  a 
young  man  on  route  for  Michigan  on  a  horse. 
They  traveled  together,  riding  b}r  turns  to  Branch 
County,  Mich.,  whence  our  subject  walked  to  Rock¬ 
ford,  then  a  collection  of  a  few  log  cabins. 

The  surrounding  country  was  all  owned  by  the 
Government,  and  the  work  of  civilization  had 
hardly  been  began.  Mr.  Toms  was  first  employed 
in  building,  a  dam  across  Kent  Creek,  and  in  the 
spring  of  1838,  went  to  Ogle  County,  where  he 
was  employed  at  various  labors  until  1840,  when 
lie  returned  to  Rockford,  and  two  years  later  pur¬ 
chased  the  land  included  m  his  present  farm.  It 
was  then  a  tract.  Of  wild  prairie,  upon  which  not  a 
furrow  had  boon  turned,  or  an  improvement  made, 
but  as  time  has  passed,  it  has  become  one  of  the 
finest  farms  of  the  community.  The  home  is  a 
fine  brick  residence,  in  tlie  rear  of  which  are  a  com¬ 
modious  barn  and  other  outbuildings.  An  orch¬ 
ard  has  been  planted,  shade  and  ornamental  trees 
have  been  set  out,  and  the  place  will  compare  fav¬ 
orably  with  any  farm  of  Winnebago  County. 

In  1865,  Mr.  'Poms  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Martha  A.  Dodge,  a  native  of  Alt.  Vernon,  N.  II. 
Her  father,  Charles  Dodge,  was  born  in  New  Bos¬ 
ton,  that  State,  and  was  a  sou  of  Amina  and  Lucy 
(Fowler)  Dodge,  who  spent  their  entire  lives  in  flic 
Granite  State.  Charles  Dodge  was  reared  and  mar¬ 
ried  in  Boston,  and  after  his  marriage  settled  in 
Alt.  Vernon,  where  ho  made  his  home  until  1830. 
He  then  removed  to  Lowell,  Alass.,  where  his  death 
occurred  two  years  later.  He  married  Alice  Ale- 
Clary,  a  native  of  Windham,  N.  II.  Her  father, 
John  AleClary,  was  bom  in  the  North  of  Ireland, 
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of  Scotch  parentage,  and  after  lus  marriage  spent 
lvis  entire  life  in  Now  Hampshire.  He  and  his  wife 
were  Presbyterians,  and  he  served  as  Deacon  for 
many  years.  Mrs.  Dodge  survived  her  husband 
some  time,  and  spent  the  last  four  years  of  her  life 
in  Lexington,  her  death  occurring  while  on  a  visit 
to  her  daughter  in  Methuen,  Mass. 

Mrs.  Toms  resided  in  Lowell  until  1350,  after 
which  she  spent  two  years  in  Davenport,  Iowa,  two 
years  in  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  and  then  resided  in  Chi¬ 
cago  until  .1862,  when  she  came  to  this  county. 
She  is  a  member  of  the  Congregational  Church, 
and  a  most  estimable  lady.  Mr.  Toms  was  first  a 
Whig,  and  is  now  a  Republican.  Ho  voted  for 
William  Henry  Harrison,  and  cast  his  last  vote  Cor 
Benjamin.  Harrison,  the  illustrious  grandson  of  the 
Tippecanoe  hero.  He  is  a  prominent  and  repre-* 
sentative  fanner  of  Guilford  Township,  and  his 
portrait  on  another  page  is  a  Valuable  addition  to 
the  volume. 


LONZO  MAREAN,  a  successful  fanner  re- 
(@7mj  siding  on  section  11,  Flora  Township, 
lifts  Boone  County,  was  born  in  the  town  of 
Maine,  Broome  County,  N.  Y.,  September 
'25,  1821.  Tradition  says  that  the  first  ancestor  of 
the  family  to  come  to  America  was  Dorman  Marean, 
who  emigrated  from  Normandy,  Prance,  in  1630, 
and  spent  his  last  years  in  the  Colony  of  Massachu¬ 
setts.  He  was  followed  by  William,  Thomas,  Sr,,  and 
Thomas,  Jr.,  the  last-named  being  the  grandfather 
of  our  subject.  lie  was  born  in  Boston,  Mass., 
October  17,  1753,  and  emigrated  to  Canaan, 
N.  Y.,  whence  he  removed  to  Broome  County, 
in  1776..  Purchasing  a  tract  of  timber  land,  he 
hewed  out  a  farm  in  the  midst  of  the  forest  and 
made  it  his  home  until  his  death.  His  wife, 
Esther  Pittterson,  was  born  January  10,  1756,  and 
spent  her  last  years  in  Broome  County. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  John  Marean,  bought 
a  tract  of  land  in  the  town  of  Maine,  upon  which 
he  resided  until  1836.  lie  married  Electa  Caswell, 
a  native  of  Herkimer  County,  and  a  daughter  of 
Timothy  and  Mercey  (Short)  Caswell.  In  1836, 
he  went  to  Orleans  County,  accompanied  by  bis 


wife  and  three  children,  and  located  in  the  town  of 
Carlton.  The  year  1816  witnessed  their  emigra¬ 
tion  to  Boone  County,  Ill.,  and  Mr,  Marean  made 
his  homo  in  Belvidere  and  Flora  Townships,  until 
his  death  in  1861.  11  is  wife  long  survived  him, 
passing  away  March  27,  1892,  at  the  advanced  age 
of  nearly  ninety  years.  They  had  a  family  of  five 
children:  Alonzo,  Sarah,  Thomas,  Charles  and 
Roxy  M. 

Our  subject  spent  the  first  ; fourteen  years  of  his 
life  in  the  county  of  his  nativity  and  then  went 
with  the  family  to  Orleans  County.  Ho  resided 
with  his  parents  until  their  death.  On  the  9th  of 
February,  1846,  he  started  for  Illinois  with  a  team 
and  wagon  and  made  the  entire  journey  overland, 
roaching  his  destination  on  the  4tli  of  March.  For 
some  years  he  rented  a  farm  in  Belvidere  Town¬ 
ship  and  in  those  days  experienced  all  tho  hard¬ 
ships  and  privations  of  frontier  life.  After  two 
years,  ho  bought  a  tract  of  wild  land,  now  included 
within  his  present  farm,  at  32.50  per  acre,  and  throe 
years  afterward  made  a  purchase  of  forty  acres  at 
$10  per  acre.  In  1850,  he  built  upon  tho  land  and 
the.  farm  ha3  been  his  homo  continuously  since. 
Ho  now  owns  a  tract  of  one  hundred  and  twenty 
acres,  all  of  which  are  under  a  high  state  of  cultiva¬ 
tion  and  well  improved.  Good  buildings  have 
been  erected,  fruit  and  shade  trees  have  been  set 
out  and  many  other  improvements  made,  such  as 
are  found  upon  a  model  farm, 

On  the  1st  of  October,  1854,  Mr.  Marean  led  to 
the  marriage  altar  Miss  Sttira  M.  Robinson,  a  na¬ 
tive  of  Guilford,  Me.,  and  a  daughter  of  Eli¬ 
jah  and  Deborah  (Cochran)  Robinson,  who  are 
mentioned  in  the  sketch  of  A.  W.  Robinson  on  an¬ 
other  page  of  this  work.  Four  children  grace  their 
union:  Jennie, now  tho  wife  of  James  E.  Munn, 
by  whom  she  has  one  child,  Wayne.  John  E.  mar¬ 
ried  Elizabeth  Rote  and  they  have  a  daughter, 
Minnie.  Clara  is  the  wife  of  K.  P.  Tceplc  and  the 
mother  of  one  child,  Glenn.  Fred  A.  completes 
the  family. 

Tn  his  political  affiliations,  Mr.  Marean  is  a  Re¬ 
publican,  but  lias  never  sought  official  preferment. 
He  is  a  well-informed  man,  both  politically  and 
otherwise,  and  is  recognized  as  one  of  the  substan¬ 
tial  and  enterprising  agriculturists  of  this  comma- 
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riity.  Ho  may  well  bo  termed  a  soil-made  man,  for  cation  in  a  Normal  of  that  State.  Later,  or  in 
his  success  in  lil'o  is  entirely  due  to  his  own  efforts.  J 87*1 ,  he  entered  the  Augustana  College  at  Paxton, 

He  had  no  capital  when  ho  started  out  for  himself,  111.,  and  the  next  year  followed  the  college  to 

but  his  industry,  enterprise  and  good  management  Rock  Island,  Ill.,  graduating  in  1879.  He  after- 
have  won  him  a  comfortable  competence.  In  1881,  ward  graduated  from  the  seminary  of  the  same 
our  subject  met  with  a  serious  loss,  having  two  place  with  the  Class  of ’81.  lie  was  ordained  at 

large  barns  destroyed  by  lightning,  one  28x40,  and  the  Sjmodical  meeting  held  at  Lindsborg,  Kan.,  in 

the  other  38x50,  losing  six  head  of  cows,  three  1881,  with  Dr.  Carlsuii,  formerly  of  Andover,  Ill., 

hundred  bushels  of  corn  and  oats  and  twenty  tons  as  presiding  officer,  and  his  first  service  as  an  or- 

of  hay.  dained  minister  was  in  Dos  Moines,  Iowa,  where  he 

had  eight  hundred  members  and  six  hundred  com- 
m  @|  £§§§  m  unicants. 

lie  began  to  preach  in  the  spring  of  1881,  and 
\Jp^KV.  LAWRENCE  A.  JOHNSTON  is  prob-  has  since  been  an  ardent  worker  for  the  church. 
jlL^r  ably  the  most  prominent  clergyman  in  the  He  has  filled  the  pulpit  at  Wicker  Park,  Chicago; 

ffi  m  city  of  Rockford,  having  charge  of  the  First  was  assistant  as  a  student  under  Dr.  Carlson,  of 

Lutheran  (Swedish)  Church  in  this  place.  Andover,  Ill.;  was  one  year  at  Cambridge,  Ill.,  and 

As  a  pastm  he  gets  very  near  to  bis  people,  and  another  year  at  Attica,  Ind.  Aside  from  Ins  col- 

lias  ever  sought  to  develop  the  highest  type  of  the  legiatc  education,  he  received  private  instruction 

social  life  of  the  church.  Ho  has  made  himself  the  in  music,  and  was  a  teacher  for  some  time  while  a 

personal  friend  of  each  member  of  his  congrega-  resident  of  Rock  Island  and  Moline,  Ill. 

lion,  sympathizing  with  them  in  trouble  and  joyful  Our  subject  came  of  Swedish  parentage,  his 
with  them  in  their  gladness.  father,  Frederick  ,T.  Jonson,  being  a  native  of  Jon- 

IIo  delivered  his  first  sermon  here  in  September,  hoping  Lan,  Smoland  Province,  Sweden.  The 

1886,  and  has  since  been  devoted  to  his  church,  latter  learned  the  trade  of  a  carpenter  and  mc- 

which  has  the  largest  Swedish  congregation  in  this  clianie,  and  in  May,  1846,  he  and  a  brother,  Carl 

country,  The  church  necessarily  must  bo  very  M.,  emigrated  to  the  United  States.  The  former 

large,  has  a  seating  capacity  of  two  thousand  pco-  was  married  at  that  time  but  the  latter  was  single, 

pie,  and  is  a  beautiful  cdillco,  the  interior  being  They  resided  in  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  for  two  years,  and 

Gothic  in  style.  A  $3,500  pipe  organ  adds  still  fur-  then  Fredrick  Johnson  (spelled  without  the  t  used 

ther  to  the  beauty  and  grandeur  of  this  building.  by  our  subject.)  commenced  working  at  his  trade. 

The  attendance  is  about  three  thousand  and  the  He  started  out  in  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  with  about  twenty- 

communicants  arc  now  two  thousand.  When  he  five  cents,  but  success  smiled  upon  him  and  be  ae- 

first  came  to  this  city,  there  were  about  eleven  bun-  cumulated  considerable  property.  He  is  still  living, 

dred  members  and  since  then  many  others  have  is  seventy-three  years  of  age,  and  has  been  smart 

been  added  to  the.  church.  Mr.  Johnston  has  la-  and  active  until  recently.  Ilia  home  near  Chand- 

borod  zealously  in  bis  ministerial  duties  and  has  lev’s  Valley  is  a  well-known  resort  for  his  many 

interested  bis  congregation  in  church  work.  They  warm  friends  of  Warren  County.  Pa.  All  his  life 

have  a  parochial  school,  which  was  started  in  1890,  bo  lias  been  a  devoted  worker  for  the  Swedish 

and  which  has  a  capacity  for  two  hundred  students.  Lutheran  Church  and  has  been  Deacon  formally 

This  is  located  on  Kishwakeo  Street,  and  four  years.  He  is  a  prominent  local  politician  and  has 

teachers  are  employed  in  the  summer  months.  This  ever  advocated  the  principles  of  the  Republican 

school  docs  not  in  any  way  conflict  with  the  public  party.  He  is  also  'dw ply  interested  in  educational 

schools.  affairs,  has  been  a  hard  student  all  liis  life,  and  is 

The  Rev.  Mr,  Johnston  was  originally  from  a  self-educated  man.  He  is  an  able  and  extensive 

Warren  County,  Pa.,  born  August  12,  1855,  and  writer  for  local  and  State  Swedish  papers,  and  is  a 

ho  there  grew  to  manhood,  receiving  his  early  edu-  worthy  and  esteemed  man.  His  life  companion, 
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whom  he  married  iu  Sweden,  and  whose  maiden 
name  was  Charlotte,  has  stood  by  his  side  through 
all  the  trials  and  tribulations  of  life,  and  is  a 
woman  of  true  Christian  spirit.  She  lost  her  par¬ 
ents  when  a  small  child  and  was  reared  by  her 
grandmother. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Johnston  was  one  of  six  children 
born  to  his  parents  and  two  are  now  at  home: 
Frank  A.  and  Florence  M.  Three  are  residing  in 
Jamestown,  N.  Y.:  Frederica  L.,  Sarah  J.,  and 
Manley  E.  The  latter  married  a  Swedish  lady. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  married  in  Rock 
Island,  Ill,,,  to  Miss  Anna  S.  Lindgren,  a  native  of 
Waster  Gothland,  Sweden,  born  Sep  tember  16, 1853, 
and  who  came  to  the  United  States  with  her  par¬ 
ents,  J.  P,  and  Christina  Lindgren,  when  eleven 
years  of  age.  The  parents  settled  in  the  State  of 
Mississippi,  but  later  came  up  the  Mississippi  River 
and  located  at  Rock  Island,  111.,  where  they  now 
make  their  homo.  Mr.  Lindgren  Is  a  mechanic  and 
he  and  his  wife  are  still  enjoying  excellent  health. 
Both  are  adherents  of  the  Swedish  Lutheran 
Church. 

Mrs.  Johnston,  wife  of  our  subject,  was  educated 
in  the  public  schools  of  Rock  Island,  and  was  a 
musical  student  for  two  years.  Two  children  have 
been  bora  to  her  marriage:  Edith  1C,,  and  Arnold 
V.,  both  bright  and  beautiful  children* 


pen  tor's  trade,  serving  an  apprenticeship  at  the  ago 
of  sixteon  years.  When  a  young  man,  ho  came  to 
Illinois,  and  in  Ogle  County  engaged  in  carpenter¬ 
ing  until  the  time  of  Urn  gold  excitement  at  Bike's 
Peak,  when  lie  started  for  that  place.  On  reaching 
Missouri,  however,  he  decided  to  go  no  further, 
and  in  Lexington,  that  Stale,  spent  a  few  years. 
On  his  return  to  Illinois,  in  1802,  he  located  in 
Rockford,  and  from  that  time  until  his  death  was 
a  resident  of  this  city,  lie,  became  a  prominent 
contractor,  and  for  years  carried  on  a  successful 
business. 

.Mr.  Brogunicr,  on  the  JJd  of  August,  1805,  ut 
Fine  Creek  Township,  Ogle  Comity,  led  to  the 
umrmgc  altar  Ann  (’,  Munima,  a  native  of  that, 
county,  born  July  tl),  18(2.  Her  parents  were 
Elias  A.  and  Susanna  (Miller)  Mitinnm,  natives  of 
'Washington  County,  Md.,  where  they  were  reared 
and  married.  After  the  birth  of  live  of  their  chil¬ 
dren,  they  emigrated  to  Ogle  County,  ill.,  locating 
in  Fine  Creek  Township,  whore  Mr.  Mummu  im¬ 
proved  and  developed  a  farm,  making  it  his  home 
until  his  death,  on  Lie  12th  of  June,  18.VJ.  Ho  was 
born  April  -I,  1801).  Uis  wife,  who  was  born  Feb¬ 
ruary  20,  1800,  died  on  the  old  homestead, 
May  25,  1803.  They  wmv  prominent  members  of 
the  German  Baptist  Church,  and  were  worLhy  and 
valued  citizens  and  had  a  luy.il,  o;  friends  in  Ogle 


OiPTON  I).  BROG  CRIER,  deceased,  was  for 
j  some  years  a  prominent  citizen  of  Rockford. 
_.J  He  was  born  in  Hagerstown,  Md.,  January 
22,  1823,  and  wins  a  son  of  John  and  , Susan  (Cook) 
Brogunicr.  IBs  father  was  of  French  descent,  and 
both  were  of  good  families.  They  lived  and  died 
in  Hagerstown,  the  father  pass  fug  away  at  the  age 
of  eighty  years,  while  his  wife  was  called  to  her 
final  vest  at  the  age  of  seventy.  He  was  a  member 
of  the  German  Reformed  (’htuelnnudsiie  held  mem¬ 
bership  with  the  Lutheran  Church.  In  their  fam¬ 
ily  wore  nine  children,  of  whom  three  sons  npd 
three  daughters  are  yet  living,  and  are  married, 
Under  the  parental  roof  our  subject  was  reared 
to  manhood,  and  in  his  native  city  learned  the  car- 


Uio  German  Baptist  Church,  and  were  worLhy  and 
valued  citizens  and  had  a  luyd  o;  friends  iu  Ugh* 
('minty,  where  they  were  numbered  among  he 
honored  pioneers.  The  wife  of  our  subject  was 
reared  on  her  father’s  farm  ami  was  a  true  help- 
male  and  faithful  companion  to  him, 

Fiiti)  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hroguuier  were  bum  three 
sons:  William  II.,  a  watch-maker,  who  for  years 
was  employed  iu  the  Rockford  Watch  Factory,  1ml 
now  working  for  the  electric  iighL  company,  mar¬ 
ried  Minnie.  Hycr;  Harry  E,  is  a  skilled  meehanie 
and  painter  and  Charles  F,  is  an  ambitious  young 
I  man  yet  attending  Dm  public  schools. 

The,  death  of  Mr.  Brogunicr  occurred  at  hr* 
home  at  No.  t(m*J  Wes l  Mate  Street.  Febnmrs  12, 
I8*H),  when  past  (lie  age  of  sixty-one  years.  He 
was  a  valued  citizen,  public-spirited  and  progress¬ 
ive,  and  n  man  whose  many  excellencies  of  charac¬ 
ter  won  him  the  high  regard  of  alt  with  whom  lie 
dime  m  contact.  In  his  political  tiltllhUioiis, tie  was 
a  Republican,  .Since  the  death  of  her  husband, 
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Mrs.  ilrogunier  lms  resided  !il  the  old  home.  She 
owns  some  line  property  on  West  State  Street,,  and 
has  a  competence  amply  snllioient  to  keep  her 
through  her  remaining  days.  She  is  a  member  of 
the  Presbyterian  Church  and  a  true  Christian  lady, 
who  has  the  warm,  regard  and  esteem  of  a  large 
circle  of  friends  and  acquaintances  in  this  com¬ 
munity. 

w/RA  E.  CROWE.  A  stranger  would  not  be  in 
If  Winnebago  County  long  without  hearing  the 
li\  name  which  stands  at  the  head  of  this  bio¬ 
graphical  notice,  and  ho  would  soon  learn  that  it 
is  the  cognomen  of  a  representative  citizen  of 
Durand  Township.  As  a  native-born  citizen  of 
the  county  and  one  of  its  most  highly  respected 
residents,  we  arc  pleased  to  invite  the  attention  of 
the  reader  to  his  portrait,  and  the  following  brief 
account  of  his  life  career. 

Born  on  Christmas  Day,  1315,  our  subject  is  the 
son  of  Edward  and  Mary  (Cody)  Crowe,  natives 
of  County  Wexford,  Ireland,  and  born  in  1814. 
His  father  learned  the  trade  of  a  ship  carpenter, 
svluch  he  followed  with  fair  success.  In  1832,  he 
was  married  to  Maty,  the  daughter  of  dames  and 
Mary  (Murphy)  Cody.  She  was  a  child  of  nine 
years  when  she  accompanied  her  uncle.,  James 
Murphy,  to  Quebec,  Canada,  where  her  brothers 
James  and  Robert  were  living.  After  their  mar¬ 
riage,  the  parents  of  our  subject  resided  in  Canada 
until  1837,  when  they  removed  to  the  States  and- 
located  in  Steuben  County,  N.  Y.,  Mr.  Crowe  there 
aiding  in  the  construction  of  the  New  York  A 
Erie  Railroad.  ' 

hi  1343,  Edward  Crowe  came  West  to  Chicago, 
and  in  the  fall  of  (Hie  same  year  proceeded,  to 
Grand  Haven,  Mich.,  where  he  engaged  in  lumber¬ 
ing  during  the  winter.  Ifi  the  spring  of  the  fol¬ 
lowing  year,  ho  went  to  Milwaukee,  Wis.,  and 
shortly  afterward  located  in  Winnebago  County. 
Here  he  purchased  forty  acres  of  unimproved  land, 
on  section  27,  Durand  Township,  and  upon  that 
place  made  his  homo  until  his  decease,  Juno  19, 
1848,  His  wife  survived  him  many  years,  passing 
away  June,  20,  1885, 

18  <1 


The  parental  family  comprised  live  children, 
namely:  John,  who  was  born  in  Quebec, March  18, 
1835,  and  resides  in  Durand  Township;  Mary, 
whoso  birth  occurred  in  Steuben  County,  N.  Y.,  in 
1837,  and  who  died  in  her  fourth  year;  James,  who 
was  born  in  Steuben  County,  and  died  in  infancy; 
Uobert,  who  was  born  in  Broome  County,  N.  Y., 
and  died  in  infancy;  and  Ira  E.,  who  was  born  in 
Winnebago  County.  The  parents  were  members 
Of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church,  and  were  upright 
and  industrious. 

Ira  E.  Crowe  was  reared  to  farm  pursuits,  receiv¬ 
ing  his  education  in  the  district  schools,  and  at 
Durand  Seminary,  He  remained  at  home  until 
reaching  mature  years,  when,  in  1875,  lie  was  mar¬ 
ried  to  Mary  Ann  Horigan.  The.  lady  was  a  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Patrick  and  Alice  (McCormick)  Ilorigan, 
and  was  born  in  Westchester  County,  N.  Y.,  April 
18,  1853.  Ilcr  parents  were  natives  of  County 
Kilkenny  and  County  Antrim,  Ireland,  respectively 
and  in  early  life  came  to  the  United  States,  and 
were  married  in  New  York  City,  March  28,  1852. 
They  became  the  parents  of  two  children:  Mrs. 
Crowe  and  Albert,  who  was  born  November  25, 
1860.  They  came  to  Illinois  in  1858,  and,  locating 
in  HamsonTownship,  this  county,  the  father  ren  ted 
a  tract  of  lalul,  upon  which  he  resided  until  I860, 
lie  then  took  up  his  abode  on  one  hundred  and 
cighty-onc  acres  in  Durand  Township,  which  is  bis 
present  place  of  residence.  They  are  members  of 
the  Roman  Catholic  Church. 

After  his  marriage,  Mr.  Crowe  located  upon  his 
present  property  which  lie  had  purchased  six  years 
previously.  Ho  is  now  the  possessor  of  a  splendid 
estate,  numbering  four  hundred  and  eighty-one 
acres,  one  hundred  and  sixty-one  of  which  are  in- 
eluded  in  the  home  farm  and  the  remainder  located 
in  Humboldt  County,  Iowa.  Ills  family  includes 
six  children:  Edward  G.,  born  July  13,  1876; 
Mary  A.,  July  1.  1879,  died  November  9,  of  that 
vear;  John  A.,  born  July  8,  1881;  Morton  1\,  May 
31,  1885;  Anna  Bello,  October  3,  1886;  and  Irene, 
August  19,  1888,  died  live  days  later. 

Although  leaning  toward  Democratic  principles, 
our  subject;  is  not  confined  to  party  lines  but  votes 
for  the  best  man.  He  lias  held  the  position  of 
School  Director  for  a  number  of  years  and  is  also 
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occupying  a  like  position  in  the  Durand  Farmers5 
Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Company.  In  January, 
1865,  our  subject  enlisted  and  was  mustered  into  ■ 
service  in  Company  G,  One  Hundred  and  Fifty- 
third  Illinois  Infantry.  The  company  was  organ¬ 
ized  at  Camp  Fry,  Chicago,  and ,  was  ordered  to 
Tullahoma,  Tenn.,  where  Mr.  Crowe  was  hospital 
clerk,  and  was  serving  in  that  capacity  at  the  time 
of  his  discharge,  in  August,  1865.  lie  is  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  Ellis  Post  No.  320,  G.  A.  R.,  at  Pecatonica. 
He  is  Secretary  of  the  Patrons  of  Industry  of  Dur¬ 
and  Center,  No.  2456,  and  is  also  Secretary  of  the 
Anti-Horse  ThiefiAssociation  of  Durand.  With  his 
wife,  he  is  a  member  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church, 
and  occupies  a  high  position  socially  in  this  com-  , 
zn  unity.  ! 


bEWlS  NICHOLS,  who  resides  on  section  9, 
Roscoe  Township,  Winnebago  County, 
claims  New  York  as  the  State  of  liis  nativity. 
He  was  born  in  Coventry,  Chenango  County,  Feb¬ 
ruary  7,  1817.  His  parents,  Phineas  and  Esther 
(Gore)  Nichols,  were  both  natives  of  the  Green 
Mountain  State,  and  immediately  after  their  mar¬ 
riage  emigrated  to  New  York,  settling  in  Chenango 
County  about  1810.  After  fifteen  years,  they  sold 
their  farm  and  removed  to  Chautauqua  County, 
where  they  resided  for  eleven  years,  when,  again 
selling  out,  they  moved  to  Lake  County,  Ohio,  in 
1837.  Mr.  Nichols  purchased  an  improved  farm 
and  made  a  pleasant  home.  The  first  of  the  family 
to  come  to  Illinois  was  Ira,  the  eldest  son,  who 
emigrated  in  the  fall  of  1837.  Our  subject  and 
his  father  came  in  the  fall  of  1838,  and  the  latter 
purchased  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  land 
two  miles  east  of  Belvidere.  They  then  returned 
to  Ohio,  and  Lewis  came  with  his  sister  and  brother- 
in-law  to  the  claim  which  had  been  purchased. 

It  was  in  1840  that  Mr.  Nichols  of  this  sketch 
removed  to  an  unimproved  farm  in  Roscoe  Town¬ 
ship,  which  has  since  been  his  home.  It  then  com¬ 
prised  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  hut  now  has  an 
area  double  that  amount.  He  has  made  farming 
his  life  occupation  and  has  succeeded  admirably 


in  that  undertaking.  The  woll-tilled  fields  and 
many  improvements  indicate  tlie  thrift  and  enter¬ 
prise  of  the  owner,  llis  labors  have  not  been  with¬ 
out  their  reward,  for  he  has  prospered  and  is  now 
numbered  among  the  substantial  fanners  of  the 
community. 

Mr.  Nichols  was  first  married  in  Perry,  Ohio,  to 
Miss  Maria  J.  Goowoy  and  unto  them  was  born  one 
son,  Daniel  1\,  now  fanning  near  the  old  home¬ 
stead.  lie  was  again  married,  July  15,  1873,  his 
second  union  being  with  Elizabeth  Streeter  Yan- 
dercar,  widow  of  Isaac  Yandercar.  By  her  first 
marriage,  she  had  one  child,  Elizabeth,  now  the 
wife  of  Charles  Lawrence,  of  Los  Angeles,  Cal. 
The  name  of  tins  lady  is  often  attached  to  able 
articles,  both  poetry  and  prose,  found  in  the  peri¬ 
odicals  of  the  day,  and  she  has  sent  her  mother 
many  rare  and  beautiful  gifts  from  that  far  West¬ 
ern.  land 

Mr.  Nichols  has  served  two  terms  as  Township 
Assessor  and  has  filled  other  official  positions,  over 
discharging  his  duties  in  a  prompt  and  efficient 
manner.  He  has  over  taken  an  active  interest  in 
all  that  pertains  to  the  welfare  of  the  community 
and  is  a  public-spirited  and  progressive  citizen, 
widely  and  favorably  known  in  this  community, 
where  ho  lias  so  long  made  his  home.  He  has  been 
an  eye-witness  of  the  growth  and  upbuilding  of 
the  county  and  has  ‘aided  greatly  in  its  develop¬ 
ment 


Nr  persevering  industry  and  prudent  nuui- 
agoment  on  the  part  of  the  gentleman 
^  above  named  has  resulted  in  the  accumula¬ 
tion  of  a  competence  which  has  enabled  him  to  re¬ 
tire  from  the  toils  of  life  and  spend  las  declining 
years  in  ease  and  enjoyment.  .  lie  was  born  in 
Monongalia  County,  Ya.,  January  15,  1811,  and 
is  a  r On  of  James  Cotton,  a  native  of  New  Jersey, 
where  bis  father,  also  named  James  Cotton,  was 
bora.  The  great-grandfather  of  our  subject  was  a 
native  of  Belfast,  Ireland,  of  Scotch  ancestry,  wlu> 
came  to  America  in  the  early  Colonial  times,  spend¬ 
ing  the  remainder  of  his  days  in  New  Jersey. 
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Tlio  grandfather  of  our  subject  was  a  farmer 
by  occupation  and,  on  removing  from  his  native 
State,  made  bis  bonus  in  Monongalia  Count}'', 
VaM  w'uci'e  bo  was  among  the  earliest  settlers. 
There  he  purchased  a  tract  of  timber  land  and  in¬ 
dustriously  set  about  clearing  and  improving  bis 
estate,  being  accidentally  killed  by  the  falling  of 
a  tree  in  1800.  He  was  a  patriot  of  the  Revolu¬ 
tionary  Warpserving  through  ail  that  struggle. 
The  maiden  name  of  his  wife  was  Achsa  Gallo¬ 
way;  she  was  also  a  '‘native  of  New  Jersey,  and 
departed  this  life  while  residing  on  the  home  farm 
in  Virginia. 

James  Cotton,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
very  young  when  his  parents  made  their  home  in 
Virginia,  where  ho  grew  to  man’s  estate  and  mar¬ 
ried.  Ho  became  the  proprietor  of  a  tract  of  tim¬ 
ber  land  with  a  small  clearing  upon  it  and  a  log 
house,  which  was  the  birthplace  of  our  subject, 
lie  was  a  hard-working  and  economical  man  and 
succeeded  in  accumulating  a  handsome  estate, 
upon  which  he  resided  until  1822.  Then,  dispos¬ 
ing  of  his  acreage,  lie  removed  to  Pennsylvania, 
locating  in  Greene  County,  where  he  made  his 
home  until  coming  to  Illinois,  at  which  time  he 
settled  in  Henry  County;  his  dentil  occurred  at 
the  home  of  his  son,  R.  II.  Cotton,  in  1871. 

Jeniimali  Chnlfant,  the  mother  of  our  subject, 
was  bom  in  Monongalia  County,  Va.,  and  was  a 
daughter  of  Ho  loin  on  dial  fan  t,  whose  birth  oc¬ 
curred  in  Newcastle,  Del..  The  father  was  very 
young  when  his  parents  removed  to  the  Old  Do¬ 
minion,  and  when  reaching  mature  years  he 
served  seven  years  under  Gen.  Washington,  par¬ 
ticipating  in  the  battles  of  Brandywine,  Stony 
Point  and  numerous  other  prominent,  engagements, 
lie  spent  the  winter  at  Valley  Forge,  made  memor¬ 
able  in  history  for  the  sufferings  which  the  sol¬ 
diers  endured,  and  had  the  pleasure  of  seeing 
Cornwallis  surrender  his  sword  at  York  town.  His 
wife  was  a  Miss  Eaton,  and  lie  passed  Iris  last 
years  in  Monongalia  County.  Our  subject  now 
has  in  his  possession  a  &6  note  of  Continental 
money  which  was  paid  his  grandfather  in  remu¬ 
neration  for  his  services  in  the  Revolutionary 
War,  The  mother  of  our  subject  died  in  Greene 
County,  Pa,,  after  having  borne  her  husband 
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eight  children,  viz:  Elizabeth,  Robert  LI.,  Achsa, 
Eaton,  James,  Solomon,  David  and  Lydia. 

The  original  of  this  sketch  was  a  lad  of  eleven 
years  when  his  parents  removed  to  the  Keystone 
State.  When  attaining  his  sixteenth  year,  de¬ 
siring  to  earn  money  of  his  own,  he  commenced 
clerking  in  a  general  store  in  ‘YVaynesburg,  which 
position  he  held  about- eight  years.  At  the  end  of 
that  time,  having  been  very  economical,  he  had 
laid  by  a  sum  sullicient  to  enable  him  to  engage 
in  business  on  his  own  account,  and,  making  his 
home  in  that  place,  he  carried  on  a  successful 
trade  until  1839,  which  was  the  date  of  his  re¬ 
moval  into  Washington  County.  He  was  then 
appointed  Superintendent  of  a  general  agency  for 
the  Jerome  Clock  Company,  and  later  for  Seth 
Thomas,  of  Plymouth,  Conn.  He  continued  as 
Mr.  Thomas’  representative  in  Ohio,  Indiana, 
Kentucky  and  Illinois,  Ins  headquarters  being  at 
Zanesville  until  1851,  which  was  the  date  of  his 
advent  into  Rockford.  This  now  prosperous  city 
was  little  more  than  a  hamlet  at  that  early  day, 
there  being  no  railroads  nearer  than  Elgin.  Mr. 
Cotton  purchased  a  farm  close  to  the  city,  upon 
■which  lie  resided  for  two  years,  when  he  moved 
into  the  village  and  engaged  in  the  real-estate 
and  mercantile  business  for  six  years.  In  the 
spring  of  1861,  at  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  War, 
lie  was  appointed  Superintendent  in  the  Chief 
Quartermaster's  Department,  being  first  stationed 
at  Rollo,  Mo.  From  that  place  lie  was  sent  to  F‘. 
Donclson,  arriving  there  the  day  the  fort  sur¬ 
rendered.  Later,  lie  went  to  Shiloh,  being  there 
at  the  time  of  that  famous  battle.  He  was  sta¬ 
tioned  at  different  places  and  continued  in  tl'-n 
service  of  bis  country  until  February,  I860.  Re¬ 
turning  to  the  peaceful  pursuits  of  life,  Mr.  Cot¬ 
ton  opened  a  boarding  and  sale  stable  in  Chicago, 
in  which  line  of  business  lie  continued  until  1871, 
since  which  time  he  has  lived  retired  from  active 
life. 

The  first  marriage  of  our  subject  occurred  in 
Greene  County,  Pa.,  June  24,  1834,  at  which  time 
Miss  Margaret  Hager  became  his  wife.  Mrs.  Cot¬ 
ton  was  born  in  Washington,  Pa.,  and  was  the 
daughter  of  Nicholas  and  Charlotte  (Drake)  Ha¬ 
ger,  natives,  respectively,  of  Pennsylvania  and 
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New  Jersey.  I  [is  good  wife  departed  this  life  in 
September,  3978,  and  our  subject  was  united,  in 
March,  1888,,  to  Mrs.  Harriot  (Trowbridge)  Platt, 
who  was  born  in  New  Haven,  Conn.,  and  was  a 
daughter  of  Eli  and  Luo  (Lines)  Trowbridge.  The 
parents  of  Mrs.  Cotton,  were  natives  of  the  Nut¬ 
meg  State,  where  thd^  spent  their  entire  lives, 
Previous  to  her  union,  with  onr  subject  she  had 
been  married  to  John  Platt,  a  uative  of  Connecti¬ 
cut,  who  came  to  Illinois  in  1836,  and  for  one 
year  resided  in  Alton,  after  which  he  came  to 
Rockford.  Mr.  Platt  purchased  land  in  the  city, 
where  he  erected  a  small  board  house  and  engaged 
in  the  mercantile  business,  being  one  of  the  first 
merchants  of  the  then  village.  He  continued  so 
employed  for  two  years,  then  became  the.  owner 
of  a  tract  of  land  a  few  miles  from  Peeatonica, 
where  he  erected  a  log  house  and  for  six  or  seven 
years  was  engaged  in  cultivating  the  soil.  At  the 
expiration  of  that  time,  he  disposed  of  his  prop¬ 
erty  and  returned  to  Rockford,  where  he  was  a 
public-spirited  and  progressive  citizen  until  his 
death,  in  1881. 

Mr.  Cotton  of  this  sketch  by  Ins  first  marriage 
became  the  father  of  five  children,  viz;  James 
A.,  who  is  a  resident  of  Rockford;  Lizzie,  Mrs, 
William  Brittan,  died  in  the  year  1858,  leav¬ 
ing  one  child,  named  Lizzie,  who  is  the  wife  of 
William  F.  Woodruff;  Christian  E.  resides  in  Co¬ 
lumbus,  Ohio;  Nicholas  is  deceased;  and  Gilbert 
P.,  who  is  a  graduate  of  West  Point,  Is  Captain 
of  Battery  H,  First  Artillery  in  the  United  States 
Regular  Army.  He  has  recently  been  appointed 
Commissioner  by  the  Government  to  go  to  Hon¬ 
duras  in  the  interests  of  the  World’s  Fair. 

Mrs.  Colton  stands  very  high  in  church  circles, 
being  one  of  the  charter  members  of  the  Second 
Congregational  Church  at  Rockford.  Out*  worthy 
subject  became  a  member  of  the  Masonic  frater¬ 
nity  while  residing  in  Ohio,  and  was  a  charter 
member  of  Cyprus  Encampment,  organized  at 
Zanesville,  Ohio,  in  1848,  of  which  organization 
he  was  elected  Captain  General.  At  the  time  of 
leaving  the  Buckeye  State,  he  occupied  the  hon¬ 
orable  position  of  Grand  Generalissimo  for  the 
State.  In  politics,  he  was  in  early  life  a  Whig 
and  was  a  delegate  to  the  .Pittsburg  Convention 


in  1836,  that  nominated  William  Henry  Harrison. 
Helms  voted  for  the  following  Presidents:  Ilenry 
Clay,  William  Ilonvy  Harrison,  Winfield  Scott, 
John  0.  Fremont,  Abraham  Lincoln,  U.  S.  Grant, 
R.  B.  Hayes,  James  A.  Garfield,  James  G.  Blame 
and  Benjamin  Harrison.  When  Air.  Cotton  shall 
have  passed  away  to  enjoy  the  recompense  due 
his  long  and  useful  life,  his  memory  will  still  live 
and  lus  honorable  and  successful  career  will  stand 
forth  as  a  fitting  example  of  what  can  be  done  by 
earnest  and  constant  effort. 

^sATRIC’IC  H.  WALSH,  an  extensive  dealer 

I  )\  in  Hour,  feed,  hay,  straw,  wood,  ete.,  is  !o- 
^  ^  eated  at  No.  404  West  Elm  Street,  Roek- 

j  \  ford,  where  lie  has  been  conducting  a  suc¬ 
cessful  business  since  1888.  Since  1851,  when  lie 
cast  in  liislot  with  the  citizens  of  this  enterprising 
place,  ho  has  been  closely  connected  with  its  best 
interests  mid  has  mjd  rt  bis  homo,  with  the  ex¬ 
ception  of  three  yu  aring  which  he  was  in  the 
service  of  the  Union,  and  one  year  spent  in  Chicago. 
He  established  the  business  in  1885,  although  prior 
to  that  time  he  had  been  occupied  along  that  line 
Of  work  for  fourteen  years. 

The  father  of  onr  subject,  Patrick  Walsh,  was 
born  in  County  Mayo,  Ireland,  and  grew  to  man’s 
estate  in  the  Emerald  Isle,  where  ha  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Ann  Boyle.  After  the  birth 
of  one  child,  they  came  to  America  in  the  ’30s, 
the  voyage  being  made  in  a  sailing-vessel  from 
Liverpool  to  New  York  City.  Koine  years  later, 
they  made  settlement  in  the  Province  of  Ontario, 
Canada,  whence  two  years  afterward  they  returned 
to  the  States  and  resided  in  Pennsylvania  for  a 
time,  going  from  there  to  the  State  of  New  York. 
The  father  first  followed  the  calling  of  a  farmer 
and  then  worked  on  the  York  &  Erie  Railroad,  lus 
first  home  being  in  La  Grange  and  later  abode  in 
Buffalo. 

In  1854,  removal  was  made  from  the  Empire 
State  via  the  Lakes  to  Chicago  and  from  there  to 
Scales  Mound,  Ill.,  whence  two  years  afterward  the 
family  removed  to  Rockford,  There  the  father 
died,  January  23,  181)1,  at  the  advanced  age  of 
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eighty-four  years.  Some  four  years  before  his  dc-  Rockford;  J.  F.  assists  his  father  in  his  store;  il. 

raise,  his  wifo  had  departed  this  life  at  tiie  age  of  L.  is  also  athonie  aud  clerks  for  his  father;  Waitei 

sixty-live  years.  They  wore  members  of  the  Cath-  T.,  Maude,  Garland,  and  Nora  are  receiving  splen- 

olie  Church  and  he  was  a  Democrat  in  Ills  politi-  did  educations  in  the  schools  of  Rockford  and  are 

cal  belief.  During  the  residence  of  the  family  in  bright  and  intelligent  young  people.  The  religi- 

Cnnada,  the  subject  of  our  sketch  was  born,  Nov-  ous  home  of  the  family  is  in  the  Catholic  Church 

ember  2G,  1845.  lie  removed  with  his  parents  to  and  their  position  in  social  circles  is  prominent, 

the  States  and  was  a  small  child  when  he  accom¬ 
panied  them  to  Rockford,  where  he  has  since  made  ^ 

liis  home. 

April  12,  18G2,  our  subject  enlisted  as  a  member  jjfcILLIAM  MAYES.  This  gentleman  ranks 

of  Company  K,  Sixty-fifth  I  llinois  Infantry,  and  among  the  enterprising  and  well-to-do  citi- 

witli  his  regiment  marched  to  the  front.  After  the  tyty  zens  of  Rockford,  where  he  owns  a  pleas- 
eapture  of  the  Union  forces  at  Harper’s  Ferry,  lie  ant  home.  lie  was  born  in  Mifflin  County,  Pa., 
was  parolled,  and  came  to  Chicago,  where  be  was  December  10,  1815,  but  grew  to  manhood  in  Perry 
later  exchanged  and  began  service  under  Gen.  County.  His  father,  James  Mayes,  died  some 

Burnside  in  Kentucky,  After  trying  to  keep  Mor-  months  before  the  birth  of  our  subject,  leaving  bis 

gan  from  making  his  raid  into  Indiana  and  Ohio,  wife  live  children.  The  maiden  name  of  his  mother 
he  accompanied  Ills  regiment  across  the  Cumber-  was  Rebecca  Latta,  a  native  of  Adams  County,  Pa. 

land  Mountains  and  came  in  contact  with  the  Rc-  She  died  in  1830  in  Miami  County,  Ohio,  whither 

hols  at  Knoxville,  Tenn.  After  participating  in  the  family  had  removed  in  1834. 
several  skirmishes,  the  company  veteranized  and  The  original  of  this  sketch  was  given  a  good  ed- 
la ter  joined  Sherman  in  his  Atlanta  campaign  at  ucation,  and  when  nineteen  years  of  age  engaged 

Kingston,  Ga.,  aiding  him  in  the  great  battle  at  as  a  tanner  and  currier  in  company  with  two 

Atlanta  and  afterward  assisting  Gen.  Thomas  in  brothers  who  were  well  established  in  that  line  of 

the  defense  of  Nashville.  They  fought  Gen,  Hood  business,  lie  was  thus  engaged  for  nine  years, 

at  Columbus,  Tenn,,  and  Franklin,  as  well  as  at  when  he  abandoned  that  occupation  and  became  a 

Nashville,  participating  in  the  capture  of  Ft.  Fisher,  farmer.  Mr.  Mayes  was  united  in  marriage  in  1838, 

Wilmington,  Goldboro  and  Raleigh.  In  May,  18G5,  at  Piqua,  Ohio,  to  Margaret  Elliott.  The  lady  was 

they  were  honorably  mustered  out,  after  a  service  born  in  Perry  County,  Pa.,  in  April,  1817,  and 

of  more  than  three  years.  soon  after  her  marriage  with  our  subject  located 

After  the  close  of  the  war,  Mr.  Walsh  at  once  on  a  farm  in  the  Buckeye  State,  where  they  resided 

resumed  liis  business  pursuits,  in  which  lie  has  met  until  1856.  yelling  out,  Mr.  Mayes  came  to  Win- 

with  success.  He  is  a  resident  of  the  Fifth  Ward  uebago  County,  and  became  the  proprietor  of  one 

and  has  taken  an  active  part  in  local  politics,  bo-  hundred  and  sixty  acres  located  five  and  one-half 

mg  a  stanch  Republican,  although  he  never  allows  miles  north  of  Rockford,  which  was  known  as  the 

liis  adherence  to  party  to  blind  him  to  the  best  Woolory  Farm.  He  immediately  set  about  the  work 

inleroats  of  the  community.  Socially,  he  is  a  mom-  of  further  improving  the  place  and  paid  825  for  a 

her  of  G.  L.  Novins  Post  No.  1,  G.  A.  R.  plow.  There  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mayes  lived  for  a  pe- 

The  lady  who  became  the  wife  of  our  subject  riod  of  twenty-two  years.  The  lady  was  the  (laugh- 

was  Miss  Mary  Lincli,  and  was  born  in  England  in  ter  of  Charles  and  Jane  (Mitchell)  Elliott,  natives 

1843.  After  the  death  of  her  father  there,  she  of  Pennsylvania,  who  went  to  Ohio  in  an  early 

emigrated  to  this  country  in  1862  and  settled  with  day. 

her  mother  in  Rockford.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Walsh  are  The  following  children  were  born  unto  our 
the  parents  of  ten  children,  throe  of  whom  are  de-  subject  and  liis  wife:  Mary  Jane,  who  died  in 

ceased;  an  infant,  May  and  Violet,  Margaret  be-  Owen  Township  in  June,  1856,  when  seventeen 

came  the  wife  of  Thomas  Nooman  and  resides  in  years  of  age;  Charles  William  in  March,  1862,  when 
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three  and  a  half  years  old;  James  0.  died  at  Man¬ 
chester,  Iowa,  on  the  19th  of  January,  1887,  aged 
forty  years,  leaving  a  wife  and  five  children;  Re¬ 
becca, ‘  now  Mrs.  John  W.  Parker,  rosidos  near 
Charles  City,  Iowa;  Francos  I).  lives  at  home  with 
her  parents:  Charles  William  was  taken  with  the 
scarlet  fever  when  the  snow  was  so  deep  and  the 
weather  so  intensely  cold  that  they  could  not  get 
medical  aid,  and  he  died  within  a  few  days;  James 
was  a  volunteer  from  Rockford  in  Company  I, 
Eleventh  .Illinois  Cavalry,  enlisting  near  the  close 
of  the  war,  when  not  eighteen  years  of  age.  Mrs. 
Mayes  departed  this  life  March  17,  1892. 

lie  of  whom  we  write  has  been  Deacon  in  the 
First  Presbyterian  Church,  and  aiso  Elder  of  that 
denomination,  for  many  years,  With  which  society 
his  wife  was  also  connected.  Mr.  Mayes,  in  1872, 
purchased  eight  lots  on  Rockton  Avenue,  equal  to 
two  acres,  for  $1,500.  He  has  since  sold  all  but  i 
one,  on  which  he  erected  a  good  home  in  1879,  re¬ 
ceiving  by  the  transaction  more  than  twice  what 
the  property  cost.  He  has  been  very  prominent  in 
local  affairs,  and  served  as  Assessor  of  Owen  Town¬ 
ship,  School  Trustee  and  Commissioner  of  High¬ 
ways  for  many  yearn.  Formerly  a  Republican,  ho 
now  votes  the  Prohibition  ticket. 


ford,  ami  although  eighty-eight  years  of  ago  is  still 
bright  and  active.  For  some  years,  she  has  been  a 
member  of  the  Christian  Union  Church. 

Our  subject  acquired  his  early  education  in  the 
schools  of  his  nativo  city,  and  afterward  was  a 
student  in  the  State  University  of  Michigan  in 
Ann  Arbor.-  Later,  ho  was  a  resident  of  that  Stave 
for  live  years,  during  which  time  he  had  charge  of 
his  father’s  large  fruit  farm  in  the  township  of 
Bedford,  five  miles  from  Battle  Creek.  When  this 
was  sold,  he  returned  to  Rockford  in  tlu*  fall  of 
18(54,  and  soon  afterward  established  a  retail  seed 
house,  his  business  increasing  until  it  assumed  ex¬ 
tensive  proportions.  At  length,  however,  (inaneial 
reverses  overtook  him  and,  unable  to  carry  on  busi¬ 
ness  alone,  the  George.  S.  Haskell  Seed  Company 
was  incorporated.  He  was  made  President  and 
Manager,  continuing  as  such  until  his  death,  lie 
was  one  of  the  best  known  seed  men  in  the  coun¬ 
try.  Ho  imported  largely  from  European  coun¬ 
tries,  particularly  Germany  and  France,  and  did  an 
!  extensive  wholesale  business.  He  did  n  large  btisi- 
i  ness  in  California,  where  he  became  well  known  as 
a  seed-grower  and  dealer  and  contractor,  l'or 
some  years,  he  had  a  propagating  and  testing  seed 
farm  in  Rockford,  and  so  fast  did  his  business  in¬ 
crease  that  he  became  known  throughout  the  coun¬ 
try  as  a  leading  horticulturist  and  agriculturist. 
For  some  years,  he  was  president  of  the  State  Board 


a^EORGE  S.  HASKELL,  deceased,  was  not 

([( c only  a  prominent  resident  of  Rockford  and 

Winnebago  Comity,  but  was  widely  known 
throughout  Illinois,  and  was  held  in  the  highest 
regard  by  all.  He  was  a  native  of  this  city,  born 
in"  1838.  Three  years  previous,  his  father,  Dr. 
Haskell,  had  come  to  Rockford  and  Imre  spent  an 
active  and  useful  life,  dying  in  1871,  at  the  age  of 
seventy-four  years.  Ho  was  born  in  Maine,  edu¬ 
cated  at  JPartmouth  College,  and  was  one  of  the  j 
prominent  residents  of  this  city  for  years.  Of  the  ! 
First  Baptist  Church  he  was  one  of  the  founders  j 
and  at  his  death  it  lost  one  of  its  best  members  ! 
and  the  county  one  of  its  most  valued  citizens.  In  1 
Massachusetts,  lie  married  Miss  Eunice  Prescott. 
Edwards,  of  the  Bay  State,  a  descendant  of  the  old 
Massachusetts  family  of  Edwards.  She  now  resides 
with  her  daughter,  Mrs.  Henry  Kimball,  of  Rock- 


of  Agriculture,  his  term  of  service  expiring  m 
January  prior  to  his  death. 

Mr.  Haskell  took  a  very  prominent  part  in  local 
affairs,  was  Treasurer  and  Secretary  of  the  County 
Board  of  Agriculture  for  several  years  and  was 
long  connected  with  tlio  National  Board  of  Seed 
Men,  being  one  of  its  official  members  for  years, 
j  He  met  with  them  at  many  annual  conventions 
and  his  opinions  were  received  as  authority  in  most 
cases. 

In  1859,  in  Bedford,  Mich.,  Mr.  Haskell  was  uni¬ 
ted  in  marriage  with  Miss  Lydia  K.  Howell,  who 
was  born  near  Lansing,  Mich.,  in  1843,  and  was 
educated  in  Battle  Creek,  and  at  a  young  ladies’ 
j  seminary  in  Kalamazoo.  She  is  a  cultured  lady,  a 
prominent  member  of  the  leading  societies  of  the 
city  and  a  member  of  the  Congregational  Church. 
Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Haskell  were  born  two  children: 
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George  Edwards,  who  was  a  graduate  of  the  Rock¬ 
ford  High  School,  and  a  most  promising  young 
man,  had  just  begun  to  help  his  father  in  business, 
when  in  1879  his  death  occurred  at  the  age  of 
nineteen  years.  Mark  Tracy  died  in  1882,  also  at 
the  age  of  nineteen  years.  He  had  never  had  very 
robust  health  but  his  loss  was  no  less  a  blow  to  his 
parents,  who  wore  thus  deprived  of  their  two  sons. 

In  politics,  Mr.  Haskell  took  quite  a  prominent 
part  as  a  stanch  Republican  and  often  attended  the 
State  and  national  conventions.  For  years,  he 
served  as  City  Alderman  from  the  Fourth  Ward. 
He  was  a  leading  Knight  Templar,  a  prominent 
worker  in  the  order  and  was  the  founder  of  the 
Crusader  Oommandcry,  of  Rockford,  one  of  the 
best  societies  in  Northern  Illinois.  Although  not 
a  member  of  a  church,  he  lived  an  upright,  honor- 
aide  life,  true  to  every  trust,  and  had  the  confidence 
of  all.  Ho  was  a  public-spirited  man  in  the  best 
sense  of  that  word  and  ever  ready  to  aid  in  the 
advancement  of  enterprises  calculated  to  promote 
the  general  welfare.  For  nearly  a  year  before  his 
death,  lie  suffered  from  an  attack  of  la  grippe  until 
death  brought  release  on  the  12th  of  August,  1890. 
He  was  buried  with  all  Masonic  honors  and  the 
Shite  Agricultural  Board  as  a  whole  also  attended 
his  funeral.  A  man  of  worth  had  passed  away 
and  many  friends  shared  with  the  family  in  their 
deep  loss.  Mrs.  Haskell  still  resides  at  inn  pleasant 
and  elegant  home  at  No.  802  North  Court  Street, 
which  was  built  by  her  husband  in  1881.  She  is  a 
most  estimable  lady  and  has  the  high  regard  of  all 
with  whom  she  has  been  brought  in  contact. 


fi  UGUST  LIND.  In  Rockford  are  many  im¬ 
portant  manufactories,  and  among  these 
1  should  bo  mentioned  that  under  the  con¬ 
trol  of  the  Rockford  Manufacturing  Com¬ 
pany,  of  which  our -subject  is  Secretary  and  Jinn-  | 
ngor.  This  company  was  incorporated  In  Septem¬ 
ber,  1889,  with  a  capital  stock  of  §200,000,  and 
hc”im  business  early  in  the  following  year.  They  : 
furnish  employment  to  from  seventy-five  to  one  ; 
hundred  and  twen  ty-five  men,  many  of  whom  arc 
stockholders  in  the  company.  The  products  of 


this  factory  arc  farming  implements,  among  tlie 
most  important  of  which  is  the  well-known  Farm 
King  Flow  and  the  Imperial  Corn  Planter.  On 
tile  organization  of  the  company,  the  following 
officers  were  elected  and  still  hold  their  respective 
positions:  J.  A.  Johnson,  President;  L.  M.Noling, 
Vice-President;  August  Lind,  Secretary  and  Man¬ 
ager;  A.  P.  Fioborg,  Treasurer;  and  J.  I-Ierva  Jones, 
Superintendent. 

Mr.  Lind  was  born  in  Sweden  on  the  28th  of 
July,  1854,  and  is  a  son  Of  Andrew  and  Katie 
Lind.  In  I860,  the  parents  determined  to  come 
with  their  family  to  America,  and  the  4th  of  Ma_y 
saw  them  carry  Out  their  resolution,  for  on  that 
day  they  embarked  at  Gottenburg  and  sailing  by 
way  of  Hull  and  Liverpool,  England,  at  length  ar¬ 
rived  in  New  York,  but  in  that  harbor  the  vessel 
was  quarantined,  as  there  were  many  cases  of 
cholera  on  board.  For  seven  weeks  they  were 
held  there,  and  during  that  time  the  father  sickened 
and  died,  being  one  of  about  one  hundred  and 
fiftj'  out  of  the  soY/u'hundred  on  board  who  fell 
victims  to  that  drrad  disease.  He  way-  buried  on 
the  shore  of  the  Atlantic.  Ilis  death  occurred  at 
the  age  of  forty-nine  years.  When  ('lie  quarantine 
was  raised  from  the  vessel,  the  mother  with  her 
two  children  landed  and  at  length  came  to  Rock¬ 
ford,  but  she  is  now  living  near  Ft.  Ipsxlgo,  Iowa. 
She  was  bom  in  December,  1818.  Like  her  hus¬ 
band,  she  was  a  member  of  the  Lutheran  Church 
and  is  an  estimable  lady. 

Our  subject  was  only  eleven  years  of  age  when 
he  came  to  this  country  and  owing  to  the  death 
of  his  father  has  since  been  dependent  upon  liis 
own  resources.  In  liis  youth,  he  learned  the 
moulder’s  trade,  which  lie  followed  for  some  time, 
when  he  engaged  in  the  hardware  business  for 
three  years,  and  for  two  years  was  in  the  retail 
coal  business,  when  lie  accepted  the  position  which 
he  now  holds. 

An  important  event  in  the  life  of  Mr.  Lind  oc¬ 
curred  in  this  city — his  marriage  with  Miss  Augusta 
Anderson,  one  of  Rockford’s  fair  daughters,  born 
on  the  25th  of  November,  1855.  Iler  father,  John 
Anderson,  was  born,  reared  and  married  in  Sweden, 

|  became  a  shoemaker  by  trade,  and  throughout  liis 
|  life  has  followed  that  occupation.  He  now  makes 
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his  home  in  this  city  at  the  ago  of  seventy-three 
voars.  His  wife  was  called  to  her  final  rest  some 
years  ago.  He  belongs  to  the  Swedish  Lutheran 
Church.  Mrs,  Lind  spent  the  days  of  her  maiden¬ 
hood  under  the  parental  roof,  remaining  at  home  I 
until  she  gave  her  hand  in  marriage  to  our  sub¬ 
ject.  Their  union  has  been  blessed  with  four  chil¬ 
dren  but  Alice  died  at  the  ago  of  live  years.  The 
living  are  Emily  C.,  Raymond  and  Mary  0. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lind  hold  membership  with  the 
First  Lutheran  Church,  of  which  he  is  Secretary 
of  the  Board  of  Trustees.  In  polities,  he  is  a  Re¬ 
publican,  but  has  never  been  an  office-seeker.  He 
is  one  of  the  Directors  of  the  Public  Library,  and 
is  a  public-spiritdd  and  progressive  citizen,  who 
takes  an  active  interest  in  all  that  pertains  to  the 
welfare  of  the  community  and  its  upbuilding. 


ELS  G.  STOCKENBERG  owns  and  operates  | 
[|  jj  a  good  farm  on  section  11,  New  Milford 
HUI  Township,  upon  which  he  has  made  his 
home  for  fourteen  years,  although  he  has  resided 
in  Winnebago  County  since  coming  to  this  coun¬ 
try  in  1868.  He  was  born  in  the  Province  of 
Smolnnd,  Sweden,  November  8,  1826,  and  was 
reared  in  that  country,  where  his  parents  Spent 
their  entire  lives.  Ilia  father,  John  Stockenberg, 
■was  a  farmer,  and  died  at  the  age  of  forty -four 
years,  when  his  son  was  a  lad  of  fifteen.  The  fol¬ 
lowing  year  our  subject  enlisted  in  the  regular 
army,  and  served  some  sixteen  years  as  a  brave 
and  faithful  private  soldier. 

In  his  native  province,  Mr.  Stockenberg  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Helen  Olsen,  who 
was  born  and  reared  in  the  same  locality  as  her 
husband.  Her  parents  also  spent  then-  entire  lives 
in  their  native  land,  passing  away  when  about  the 
age  of  seventy-seven  years.  They  were  members 
Of  the  Lutheran  Church.  The  young  couple  began 
domestic  life  upon  a  farm  in  their  native  land, 
but  at  the  same  time  Mr.  Stockenberg  served  In 
the  army  during  most  of  the  year.  All  of  their 
children  were  born  in  Sweden,  and  in  May,  1868, 
with  their  family  they  emigrated  to  America,  cross¬ 
ing  the  Atlantic  in  the  steamer  “  City  of  Paris,” 


which  dropped  anchor  in  the  harbor  of  New  York, 
and  from  thence  they  came  at  once  to  Rockford. 
Mr.  Stockenberg  had  two  sisters  already  living  in 
this  country:  Mrs.  Jonas  Anderson,  of  llockford, 
and  Christina,  who  is  now  living  in  Chicago.  His 
wife,  however,  is  the  only  member  of  her  family 
that  has  ever  sought,  a  home  in  the  New  World. 

Five  children  have  been  born  unto  our  subject 
and  his  wife,  one  son  and  four  daughters:  Mary, 
wife  of  John  Olson,  whose  sketch  is  presented  on 
another  page  of  this  worlcj  John  and  Emma  at 
home;  Anna,  wife  of  C.  A.  Liudblado,  whose  his¬ 
tory  is  also  given  in  this  work,  and  Tilda,  wire  of 
Alfred  Aluer.  This  family  is  well  and  favorably 
known  throughouUhe community,  whore  they  have 
resided  for  many  years,  and  where  they  have  a  large 
circle  of  friends  and  acquaintances.  In  politics, 
Mr.  Stockenberg  is  a  Republican, having  supported 
that  party  since  he  became  an  American  citizen. 
The  farm  which  ho  operates  comprises  seventy- 
seven  acres  Of  good  land  under  a  high  slate  or  cul¬ 
tivation  and  well  improved,  its  neat  appearance 
giving  evidence  of  the  thrift  and  enterprise  of  the 
owner.  He  engages  in  general  farming,  and  the 
success  which  has  crowned  his  efforts  is  well  de¬ 
served.  lie  has  had  no  occasion  to  regret  his  emi¬ 
gration  to  this  country,  for  he  has  here  met  with 
prosperity  and  found  a  pleasant  home. 


(A  fe  B.  LOIU.’KS  established  business  in  Roek- 
Ll  ford  in  February,  18<)1,  with  A.  F.  Tyler, 
as  dealers  in  (lour,  feed,  hay,  straw,  etc. 
lie  had  been  connected  with  Mr.  Slack  in  the  Hour 
and  feed  trade  for  ten  years  and  thus  learned  the 
business,  with  which  lie  is  now  thoroughly  tainil- 
iar.  lie  came  to  Rockford  in  May,  1880,  from  S<. 
Lawrence  County,  N.  Y.  His  birth,  however,  oc¬ 
curred  in  the  Province  of  Ontario,  Canada,  In 
1862.  He  was  one  of  seven  children  horn  unto 
Nelson  and  Catherine  (Ftman)  Louoks.  His 
father  was  horn  in  Canada,  of  Canadian  parentage 
and  Gorman  ancestry,  and  after  attaining  mature 
years  welded  Miss  Utman,  a  native  of  the  Empire 
State,  born  in  Morloy,  St;.  Lawrence  County,  where 
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alio  was  roared  and  edncak'd.  They  were  married, 
however,  in  the  Province  of  Ontario,  where  they 
resided  for  some  time,  removing  to  New  York 
when  our  subject  was  a  lad  of  six  summers.  Five 
years  later,  the  death  of  Mr.  Houcks  occurred  at 
his  home  in  St.  Lawrence  County.  Ilis  wife  is 
still  living  and  makes  her  home  in  Rockford.  She 
is  now  about  sixty  years  of  age,  but  her  years  rest 
lightly  upon  her  and  she  is  yet  enjoying  excellent 
health.  With  the  Methodist  Church  she  holds 
membership  and  is  a  noble  Christian  lady  who 
has  the  love  and  esteem  of  all  who  know  her. 

As  before  stated,  the  family  numbers  seven  cliil-  j 
dren.  Two  brothers,  George  I.  and  J.  K.,  are  now 
residents  of  California,  the  former  residing  upon 
a  ranch,  the  latter  engaging  in  railroading;  our 
subject  is  the  next  in  order  of  birth;  Jennie, 
Charles  and  Bert,  all  reside  with  their  mother. 

\jyir.  Loneks  of  this  sketch  also  makes  his  home 
with  his  mother.  He  is  a  wide-awake  and  enter¬ 
prising  young  man,  possessed  of  good  business 
ability,  and  in  his  business  venture  is  meeting  with 
a  well-deserved  prosperity.  IBs  trade  will  no 
doubt  rapidly  increase,  for  he  is  ambitious  and  en¬ 
ergetic,  which  qualities  arc  always  sure  to  win  suc¬ 
cess.  In  polities,  lie  is  a  warm  supporter  of 
Republican  principles,  but  lias  never  been  an  office- 
seeker,  Mr.  Loneks  is  both  widely  and  favorably 
known  in  this  community,  has  already  won  a  good 
place  in  the  ranks  of  business  men  and  well  de¬ 
serves  representation  among  Rockford’s  best  eiti- 


BEL  CHASE  G  BE  A, SON,  a  well-known  and 
{&//  ill  representative  farmer  of  Guilford  Town- 
Wil\  ship,  Winnebago  County,  living  On  section 
(0J  25,  was  born  in  the  town  of  Rowe,  Frank¬ 

lin  County,  Mass.,  October  9,  1812,  Ilis  grand¬ 
parents,  Jonas  and  Lucy  (Harwood)  Gleason,  were 
among  the  early  settlers  of  the  town  of  Rowe, 
where  the  grandfather  .spent  his  last  days.  The 
grandmother  died  in  Williainstown,  Berkshire 
County,  Mass. 

Jesse  Gleason,  father  of  our  subject,  commenced 
to  teach  in  his  early  manhood  and  followed  that 
profession  for  a  number  of  years.  In  1820,  he  re¬ 


moved  to  Bennington  County,  Vt.,  where  he  en¬ 
gaged  in  farming  and  teaching,  and  there  made 
his  home  until  1837,  which  year  witnessed  his  ar¬ 
rival  in  Illinois,  lie  spent  his  last  days  with  our 
subject,  and  died  May  24,  1844,  Ilis  wife,  who 
bore  the  maiden  name  of  Mary  Chase,  was  horn  in 
Massachusetts,  and  was  a  daughter  of  David  and 
Judah  Clmse,  and  a  granddaughter  of  Abel  Chase. 
Her  death  occurred  December  12, 18G8.  She  reared 
nine  children:  Moses  William,  Mary,  Jesse  A., 
Eliza,  Samuel  W.,  Juliet,  Caroline  and  Ephraim 
Curtis.  Mary  is  living  in  Marengo,  III.;  Ephraim 
C,  is  in  Chicago;  and  Juliet  resides  with  our  sub- 
jeet  on  the  homo  farm.  They  arc  the  only  ones 
now  living. 

Abel  C.  Gleason  was  a  lad  of  eight  summers 
when  with  Ills  parents  he  removed  to  Vermont.  He 
was  educated  in  Powell,  that  State,  and  in  Williams- 
town,  Mass.,  and  resided  with  his  parents  until 
1832,  when  he  went  to  South  Adams,  Mass.  There 
lie  was  employed  on  a  farm  until  1835,  when  he 
started  for  Illinois.  At  that  time  Chicago  was  a 
small  village,  and  all  of  the  land  in  that  vicinity 
was  owned  by  the  Government,  He  made  a  claim 
to  a  tract  of  Government  land,  where  Wnrrenville, 
Du  Page  County,  now  stands. 

In  September  of  the  above-mentioned  year,  Mr. 
Gleason  paid  his  first  visit  to  Winnebago  County, 
which  was  then  unorganized  and  attached  to  Jo 
Daviess  County  for  judicial  purposes.  He  came 
here  for  the  purpose  of  assisting  and  building  a 
sawmill  in  wliat  is  now  Bolvidcro  Township,  Boone 
County,  and,  in  the  spring  of  183G,  made  a  claim, 
now  included  in  his  present  farm.  The  same  year, 
in  company  with  his  brother  Moses  William,  lie 
built  a  blacksmith  shop  at  New  burg,  the  first  at 
that  place  and  one  of  the  first  in  the  county,  and 
he  there  also  built  a  borne  which  he  made  liis  place 
of  residence  until  1840.  The  brothers  were  asso¬ 
ciated  in  the  ownership  and  improvement  of  the 
farm  until  the  death  of  Moses.  They  bore  all  the 
hardships  and  privations  of  pioneer  life,  and  our 
subject  has  been  an  eye-witness  of  the  entire  growth 
of  Winnebago  County.  He  has  resided  upon  his 
present  farm  for  more  than  half  a  century,  secur¬ 
ing  it  before  the  land  was  surveyed. 

In  connection  with  this  sketch  will  ho  noticed  a 
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portrait  of  Mr.  (Reason,  lie  is  recognized  as  a 
self-made  man,  who  from  an  humble  position  has 
worked  his  way  upward  to  one  of  nflluence  and 
has  now  a  handsome  competence,  and  one  of  the 
finest  farms  in  the  community.  He  is  respected 
for  his  sterling  worth  and  is  held  in  high  regard 
by  all  with  whom  he  has  been  brought  in  contact, 
rn  politics,  he  is  a  Republican,  and  has  served  as  a 
member  of  the  County  Board  of  Supervisors.  lie 
and  his  sister  Juliet  still  reside  on  the  old  farm 
which  has  so  long  been  his  home. 

>  • 

N  DREW  J.  ANDERSON.  In  the  new 
mLn.  jewelry  store  of  Mr.  Anderson,  opened  to 
the  public  in  December,  1891, we  find  the 
'{yl  most  important  and  praiseworthy  addi¬ 
tions  to  the  conveniences  for  trading  in  this  city. 
Its  foundation  may  he  said  to  mark  a  new  era  of 
enterprise  in  retail  trade,  and  its  meritorious  ex¬ 
ample  will  he  au  inducement  for  others  to  follow, 
in  the  direction  of  the  adventuresome  and  Intelli¬ 
gent  spirit  displayed  herein,  and  which  is  the  root 
of  all  successful  advance. 

Mr.  Anderson  has  been  a  resident  of  the  United 
States  since  the  age  of  five  years,  and  was  a  resi¬ 
dent  of  Elgin,  111.,  for  some  time,  learning  the 
trade  of  a  watchmaker  in  that  city  when  a  young 
hoy.  Since  then  he  has  given  his  entire  time  and 
attention  to  that  business.  He  came  to  Rockford  in 
1876  and  for  many  years  was  in  the  employ  of  the 
Rockford  Watch  Company,  being  foreman  of  the 
motion  department  for  about  ton  years.  He  is  a 
very  skillful  workman  and  thoroughly  understands 
Ids  business.  He  is  a  stockholder  in  the  Druggists’ 
Union  Company  of  Rockford. 

Ho  was  originally  from  Sweden,  born  February 
17,  1819,  and  came  from  Gottenburg  to  Boston 
with  his  parents  live  years  later.  The  parents  set¬ 
tled  on  a  good  farm  six  miles  west  of  Elgin,  and 
there  they  live  retired  from  the  active  duties  of 
life,  with  their  son,  Charles  J.,  who  now  owns  the 
farm.  The  father,  John  Anderson,  was  seventy- 
one  years  of  age  in  January,  1892, and  (he  mother, 
whose  maiden  name  was  Anna  Anderson,  was 
seventy-one  years  of  age.  in  the  same  month. 


They  are  members  of  the  Swedish  Lutheran 
Church,  Mr.  Anderson  having  boon  ofilcially  con¬ 
nected  with  the  same  for  many  years.  They  are 
good, quiet,  old  people  and  are  highly  esteemed  in 
the  community.  Seven  children  wore  horn  to  their 
union;  five  are  living  and  all  are  married. 

The  subject  of  this  notice  was  the  eldest  of  the 
above-mentioned  children.  Ho  was  married  in 
Rockford  to  Miss  Alexandra  (1.  Matson,  who  was 
born  in  Rockford  on  the  2 1st  of  April,  18(54,  and 
who  was  reared  and  educated  in  the  city  schools. 
Her  parents  wore  both  natives  of  Sweden,  and  the 
father,  Benjamin  Matson,  who  came  to  this  coun¬ 
try  when  a  young  man,  is  yet  living  in  Rockford 
and  is  now  fifty- five  years  of  age.  lie  was  a  turner 
by  trade.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Anderson  are  members  of 
the  First  Lutheran  Church  of  the  city,  and  arc  the 
parents  of  throe  interesting  children:  Ethel  A., 
Rosa  L.  and  Kmrocrt  J. 


Cv  aTIL  P.  II A!£(l(5.  Among  the  many  enlor- 
^  prises  necessary  to  complete  the  commercial 
/'  resources  of  a  town  or  city, none  is  of  more 
importance  than  that  of  the  grocer,  as  being  one 
of  the  main  factors  in  the  furnishing  of  our  food 
supplies.  Prominent  in  this  trade  is  the  establish¬ 
ment  of  Ilaogg  iV  Lynn,  located  at  No.  706  Seventh 
Street,  where  the,  linn  does  a  nourishing  business 
and  carries  a  full  line  of  staple  find  fancy  grocer¬ 
ies.  Messrs.  1  Inegg  A  Lynn  are  young,  energetic 
and  enterprising  business  men,  full  of  push  ami 
peraeverance  that  secure  success  in  whn lever  is 
undertaken,  Mr.  Ilaegg  lms  had  practical  experi¬ 
ence  in  this  line  and  was  formerly  a  member  of  the 
grocery  firm  of  Haegg  Bros,,  which  had  an  exist¬ 
ence  of  seven  years. 

Our  subject  was  horn  in  Sweden,  on  the  19th  of 
May,  I860,  ami  received  a  good  practical  education 
in  Ins  native  country.  He  came  to  the  United 
States  in  1881,  and  is  the  youngest  of  three  broth¬ 
ers.  now  residents  of  Rnekford.  lie  has  been 
prominently  iden titled  with  the  business  Interests 
of  the  city  since  ins  resilience  here  and  has  been 
unusually  successful. 
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He  was  married,  in  Rockford  to  Miss  Emily  80- 


dcr&trom,  a  native  of  .Sweden,  born  in  Ostcr  Goth¬ 
land,  September  21,  1862,  and  to  them  were  born 
three  children:  Edna,  who  died  young;  Martha  and 
Hattie.  Mrs.  Haegg  passed  her  youth  and  early 
womanhood  in  the  land  of  her  birth  and  there  se¬ 
cured  a  fair  education.  She  was  three  years  of 
ago  when  her  mother  died  and  fifteen  when  her 
father  passed  away.  Afterward  she  came  alone  to 
the  States,  following  two  brothers  who  are  now  in 
the  lumber  business  in  Arkansas.  Mr.  and  Mrs, 
Hncggafliliatewith  the  Zion  Lutheran  Church,  and, 
in  politics,  ho  is  a  warm  supporter  of  the  Republi¬ 
can  party. 


a  BfcJLLtAML.  BURR  is  now  living  a  retired 
flt  ''*s  palatial  residence  situated  on 
the  corner  of  Winnebago  and  Chestnut 
Streets,  Rockford.  The  life  record  of  this  worthy 
gentleman  is  as  follows:  Ho  was  born  in  .1881,  on 
his  father’s  farm  in  Mohiokan  Township,  Wayne 
County,  now  Ashland  County,  Ohio,  and  is  a  son 
Of  James  Burr,  a  native  of  Vermont,  His  grand¬ 
father,  Asol  Burr,  was  also  a  native  of  that  State, 
in  Which  he  spent  his  entire  life,  a  farmer  and  mil¬ 
ler  living  near  Burr’s  Pond,  which  still  bears  his 
name.  James  Burr  grew  to  manhood  upon  the 
farm  and  served  his  country  during  the  latter  part 
of  the  War  of  1812.  lie  married  Miss  Polly® 
.Smith,  who  was  also  born  and  reared  in  the 
Croon  Mountain  State.  Her  parents  were  na¬ 
tives  of  Now  England,  and  at  an  early  day  emi¬ 
grated  to  Ohio,  locating  on  a  farm  in  Wayne' 
County.  After  their  marriage,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Burr 
also  became  residents  of  Wayne  County,  and 
spent  the  remainder  of  their  lives  upon  a  farm  in 
that  locality.  They  were  quiet,  unassuming  people, 
highly  respeotod  by  all  who  knew  them.  Mr.  Burr 
(lied  at  the  ago  of  eighty-four  years  and  his  wife 
was  called  to  her  final  rest:  when  sixty-eight  years 
of  ago.  In  their  family  wore  throe  sons  and  three 
daughters  who  arc  yet  living,  the  sisters  being  res¬ 
idents  of  Iowa,  while  the  brothers  of  Mr.  Burr 
make  their  homes  in  Wisconsin. 

When  a  young  man  of  seventeen  years,  our  sub¬ 


ject  started  out  in  life  for  himself  and  sought  the 
West  as  the  scene  of  his  future  labors.  He  boarded 
a  steamer  at  Cleveland,  Ohio,  bound  for  Milwaukee, 
the  last  vessel  to  make  the  trip  during  that  season. 
They  encountered  very  severe  weather  and  barely 
escaped  destruction.  Capt.  Applobee,  who  was  in 
command  and  had  been  in  charge  of  the  vessel 
for  twenty  years,  remarked  that  he  had  never 
known  such  a  storm,  but  at  length  the  dangers 
were  passed  and  harbor  was  reached  in  safety.  Mr. 
Burr  began  learning  the  jeweler’s  trade,  at  which:, 
he  worked  in  Milwaukee,  Waukegan  and  Chicago! 
He  was  also  a  resident  of  Beaver  Dam,  Wis.,  for 
twelve  years,  engaging  in  the  jewelry  business  at 
that  place,  after  which  he  removed  to  Winona, 
Minn.,  where  the  succeeding  twenty-one  years 
of  his  life  were  passed.  He  spent  eight  years 
in  that  city  as  a  jeweler,  doing  a  good  business, 
and  then  removing  to  a  farm  near  by,  he  devoted 
his  energies  to  agricultural  pursuits  for  some  time. 
By  the  exercise  of  good  business  principles,  indus¬ 
try*,  perseverance  and  good  management,  he  suc¬ 
ceeded  in  acquiring  a  handsome  competence,  and 
at  length  determined  to  live  a  retired  life,  so,  se¬ 
curing  a  home  in  Rockford,  he  came  to  this  city  in 
1888,  and  for  the  past  four  years  has  lived  at  his 
pleasant  home  on  Winnebago  .Street. 

The  lady  who  bears  the  name  of  Airs.  Burr  was 
in  her  maidenhood  Aliss  Lusetta  I.  AIcClure,  and 
was  born  and  reared  in  Wooster,  Wayne  County, 
Ohio,  where  her  marriage  was  celebrated.  Her 
parents  there  resided  for  many  years  and  her 
mother  still  makes  her  home  in  Wooster.  The 
father,  Jonathan  McClure,  died  at  the  age  of  sixty 
years.  He  was  a  hardware  merchant. 

Unto  Mr.  and  Airs.  Burr  have  been  born  ten 
children:  W.  J.,  the  eldest,  is  a  member  of  the  firm 
Of  Burr  Brothers,  the  most  extensive  and  success¬ 
ful  grocery  men  of  Rockford,  located  at  No.  121 
South  Alain  Street  and  No.  405  East  State  Street, 
Ho  married  Helen  Wells,  of  Rockford.  Alary  G.  is 
the  wife  of  Theodore  Baker,  a  furniture  dealer  of 
Winona,  Minn.;  Charles  D.,  who  married  Grace 
Swits,  is  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Burr  Brothers; 
Frank  R.  is  also  connected  with  that  firm;  Alattie 
F.  is  at  home;  Edwin  L.  and  Addison  Af.  are  both 
salesmen  in  their  brothers’  store;  Fred  is  now 
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book-keeper  for  Burr  Brothers;  Leo  II.  and  Jennie 
M.  are  still  under  the  parental  roof.  Mi's.  Bun > 
and  tier  children  arc  members  of  the  .Second  Con¬ 
gregational  Church  of  Rockford.  Mr.  Burr  is  a 
Republican,  as  are  all  of  his  sons  who  have  attained 
to  man’s  estate.  _  As  before  stated,  he  is  living  a 
retired  life,  and  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  leading 
citizens  of  Rockford,  and  tire  respect  of  the  entire 
community  is  tendered  him. 

OLOMON  WHEELER,  one  of  the  early 
settlers  of  Winnebago  County,  now  living 
retired  in  his  pleasant  home  in  Rockford, 
was  born  in  Jay,  Essex  County,  N.  Y.,  Feb¬ 
ruary  28,  1806.  His  father,  David  Wheeler,  was 
born  in  New  England,  August  22,  1783,  and  >yas 
one  of  the  early  settlers  of  Essex  County.  He 
purchased  a  farm  in  the  town  of.  Jay  and  resided 
there  until  1815,  when  he  sold  and  removed  to 
Cortland.  This  was  before  there  were  any  rail¬ 
roads  or  canals  in  the  United  States,  and  the 
removal  was  consequently  made  with  teams.  After 
a  residence  of  two  years  in  Cortland,  he  removed 
to  Tompkins  County,  where  he  died  July  25, 1824. 
He  was  married,  September  20,  1803,  to  Eunice 
Stewart;  she  was  born  August  31,  1780,  and  came 
to  Illinois  with  her  son,  our  subject,  in  1846,  and 
departed  this  life  at  his  home  January  12,  1862. 

The  original  of  this  sketch  was  about  eleven 
years  old  when  his  parents  removed  to  Tompkins 
County,  and  when  very  young  he  began  to  earn 
his  own  living,  receiving  as  his  first  wages  #5  per 
month.  When  the  Erie  Canal  was  completed,  he 
bought  boats  and  engaged  in  freighting  between 
Ithaca  and  Albany,  in  which  business  he  continued 
until  1836,  when  lie  farmed  for  ten  years  in  Yates 
County,  when  he  sold  and  came  to  Illinois,  via  the 
Erie  Canal  to  Buffalo,  where  he  embarked  on  a 
steamer  for  Chicago,  and  thence  by  team  to  Winne¬ 
bago  County.  He  had  visited  his  brother  in  this 
county  the  previous  year  and  at  that  time  bought 
four  hundred  and  eighty  acres  of  land  located  in 
what  is  now  Guilford  Township.  There  was  a  large 
barn  on.  the  place  and  a  brick  house  in  process  Of 
construction  at  the  time  it  came  into  his  possession. 


//lie  at  once  commenced  to  make  further  improve¬ 
ments  on  the  place,  and  as  there  were  no  railroads 
in  the  vicinity  for  a  number  of  years,  like  other 
farmers  he  was  obliged  to  haul  his  farm  products 
to  Chicago  to  market,  the  round  trip  consuming 
five  or  six  days.  Solomon  Wheeler  purchased 
other  land  until  his  estate  included  six  hundred 
broad  acres.  Ho  rosidecKthero  until  1856,  when  lie 
disposed  of  his  tract  and  came  to  Rockford  to  en¬ 
gage  in  the  lumber  business,  winch  he  carried  on 
.--profitably  for  ton  years.  Since  that  time  lie  has 
been  retired  in  his  pleasant  home  On  the  West  Side. 
His  dwelling  is  a  commodious  brick  structure,  with 
an  acre  and  a  quarter  of  ground,  in  the  heart  of  tlic 
city. 

Our  subject  was  married,  January  12,  1820,  to 
Alice  Babcock;  she  was  born  in  Lansing,  Cayuga 
County,  N.  Y.,  Juno  16,  1806,  and  died  December 
11,  1871.  The  following  children  were  born  of 
that  marriage:  David  Hilton,  President  of  Alle¬ 
gany  College  at  Meadvillo,  Pa.,  is  a  minister  in 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church;  Homer  Edwin 
resides  in  Rockford;  Phebe  Louise  married  Charles 
11.  Brownell  and  died  December  19,  1872;  Eunice 
A.  died  September  23,  1854;  and  Horace  1).,  Feb¬ 
ruary  15.  1851;  Helen  Cornelia  married  the  Rev. 
D.  J.  Holmes;  Mary  A,  became  Mrs.  George  Fea- 
kins;  J.  resides  at  home;  Frances  died  in  infancy; 
Martin  L,  is  an  attorney  in  Chicago;  ami  Emily 
Frances  is  Professor  of  Modern  Languages  in  the 
Northwestern  University.  Our  subject  1ms  twenty 
grandchildren  living  and  twelve  great-grandchil¬ 
dren. 

Mr.  Wheeler  was  a  second  time  married,  October 
1,  1878,  when  Miss  Mary  E.  Nash  became  his  wife. 
She  was  born  in  Weston,  Fairfield  County,  Conn., 
and  was  a  daughter  of  David  Nash,  also  bom  in 
the  above-named  county  and  who  for  a  number  of 
years  taught,  in  a  private  school  in  Weston,  Conn. 
He  then  removed  t.o  New  York  City  to  accept  the 
position  of  Principal  in  one  of  the  schools,  and 
continued  in  that  capacity  until  his  decease  in 
August,  1843.  The  maiden  name  Of  bis  wife  was 
Sally  Lockwood;  she  was  also  born  in  Weston, 
Conn.,  and  was  the  daughter  of  Reuben  Lockwood, 
who,  it  is  thought,  was  a  native  of  the  Nutmeg 
State  and  of  English  parents.  He  was  a  farmer 


and  (lied  in, tho  above-named  place.  The  maiden 
name  of  bis  wife,  the  grandmother  of  Mrs.  Wheeler, 
was  Elizabeth  Raymond;  she  was  the  daughter  of 
a  Revolutionary  soldier,  and  died  on  the  home 
farm  in  Weston.  The  mother  of  Mrs.  Wheeler 
resided  in  New  York  City  until  1850,  thence  re¬ 
moved  to  Norwalk,  where  her  decease  occurred  in 
1870. 

Mr.  Wheglcr  joined  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  in  1886,  ami  has  been  a  constant  member 
of  the  same  over  Since,  of  which  denomination  his 
first  wife  was  also  a  member.  The  present  wife  of 
our  subject  has  been  a  member  of  that  church  since 
1850,  in  early  life  a  Whig,  our  subject  voted  the 
Republican  ticket  until  the  formation  of  the  Pro¬ 
hibition  party,  since  which  time  he  has  been  a  thor¬ 
ough  advocate  of  its  principles.  v 


^s^jllST  HOLM.  Tho  sons  of  Sweden  are  well 
[I [  p—,  represented  in  Winnebago  County,  and  al- 
though  with  characteristic  modesty  they  do 
not  aspire  to  brilliancy  in  the  forum,  yet  they 
hold  conspicuous  places  in  many  pursuits  which 
make  that  county  a  substantial  star  in  the  galaxy 
of  Illinois’  many  interesting  counties.  The  gentle¬ 
man  whose  portrait  appears  on  the  opposite  page 
is  a  prominent  contractor  at  Rockford,  and  one  Of 
its  foremost  citizens. 

Born  in  Oeslpr  Gothland,  Sweden,  July  5,  1852, 
Mr.  llohn  learned  his  trade  there  under  the  super¬ 
vision  of  his  father.  lie  was  married  in  that 
country  to  Miss  Allina  Olson,  who  was  a  native  of 
the  same  province,  born  December  25,  1846. 
Shortly  afterward,  he  and  his  young  wife  crossed 
the  ocean  to  America,  landed  in  New  York  City, 
where  they  remained  a  short  time,  and  thence,  in 
1880,  came  to  Rockford,  Ill.  Sinoc  then  Mr*  Holm 
has  erected  many  of  the  best  residences  in  Rock¬ 
ford,  and  has  met  with  well-deserved  success.  He 
owns  a  good  homo  on  Twelfth  Street,  at  No.  1,602 
Fourth  Avenue,  also  other  property  on  that  street, 
and  is  a  stockholder  and  Director  in  the  ©lobe 
Clothing  Company,  and  tho  American  Furniture 
Factory,  of  Rockford. 


Peter  Joncson,  his  father,  is  still  living  in  Swe¬ 
den,  and  has  followed  carpentering  all  his  life.  He 
is  now  seventy-three  years  of  age.  The  mother, 
whose  maiden  name  was  Christina  Carolcna,  died 
when  about  fifty-six  years  of  age.  Like  the  ma¬ 
jority  of  Swedes,  they  were  Lutherans  in  their  re¬ 
ligious  views.  Three  of  their  sons  are  in  this 
country  and  one  in  Sweden. 

Mrs.  Holm’s  father,  Andrew pison,  left  his  na¬ 
tive  country  for  this,  and  died  here  on  the  12th 
of  October,  1889,  when  seventy-one  years  of  age. 
His  wife  is  still  lining  at  the  agq  of  sixty-three 
years,  and  resides  with  her  only  daughter,  Mrs. 
Holm.  Her  maiden  name  was  Johanna  Johnson, 
and  she  has  been  an  active  member  of  the  Lutheran 
Church  all  her  life.  Her  husband  was  also  ideim- 
fied  with  that  church. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Holm  are  members  of  the  Mission 
Church.  In  politics,  the  former  is  a  Republican. 
Their  union  has  been  blessed  by  the  birth  of  seven 
children,  four  now  living:  Karl  D.,  Gust  Pi,  Huldah 
A.  and  Martin  S.,  the  lost  two  twins.  Those  de¬ 
ceased  are:  Martin,  Carl  and  David. 


^R.  IRA  L.  ANDREWS,  who  is  engaged  in 
I  Jn  the  practice  of  dentistry  in  Rockford, 
(tsdpr  is  one  of  the  oldest  dental  surgeons  of 
this  city  in  years  "Of  continuous  practice, 
haviug  located  here  iu  1869.  For  a  year  he  was 
alone  in  business,  and  then  became  connected 
with  a  well-known  dentist  of  this  city  now  de¬ 
ceased,  Dr.  G.  B.  Rising,  who  for  years  had 
stood  at  the  head  of  his  profession  iu  Rock¬ 
ford.  The  partnership  was  continued  until  the 
death  of  Dr.  Rising,  in  August,  1875.  He  was  one 
of  the  most  prominent  men  of  the  community,  re¬ 
spected  by  all  for  his  well-known  honesty  and 
straightforwardness.  Ilis  word  was  as  good  as  his 
bond  and  in  the  payment  of  a  debt  he  was  scru¬ 
pulously  exact.  At  the  end  of  each  month  he  would 
draw  up  a  check  for  the  entire  amount  of  indebt¬ 
edness  against  him.  His  true  worth  made  him 
honored,  and  his  friend,  Dr.  Andrews,  is  always 
ready  to  pay  a  tribute  to  his  memory. 

We  now  take  up  the  personal  history  of  our 
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subject,  who  was  bom  in  Chenango  County,  N.  Y,  |  profession  has  been  excellent,  and  from  tho  begin- 


in  1825.  His  father  was  a  native  of  Connecticut 
and  came  of  one  of  the  old  and  respected  New 
England  families.  The  paternal  grandfather  served 
as  a  drummer-boy  in  the  Revolutionary  War  and  the 
father  of  the  Doctor  fought  in  the  War  of  1812.  Ho 
became  a  farmer,  and  in  Danbury,  Conn.,  married 
Roxanna  Holcomb,  a  native  of  that  State,  also  de¬ 
scended  from  one  of  the  old  New  England  families. 
Soon  after  their  marriage,  they  emigrated  to  New 
York,  where  Mr.  Andrews  began  to  develop  and 
improve  a  now  farm  in  Chenango  County,  where  ho 
spent  the  remainder  of  his  days,  dying  at  the  age 
of  sixty-five  years.  He  was  a  man  highly  respected 
by  all  who  knew  him.  In  politics,  he  was  a  Whig 
and,  in  religious  belief,  was  a  Baptist.  His  wife, 
who  was  also  a  member  Of  that  church,  had  reached 
the  age  of  three-score  years  and  ten  when  called 
to  her  final  rest,  about  ten  years  after  the  death  of 
her  husband. 

Our  subject  is  the  youngest  of  ten  children,  of 
whom  three  sons  are  yet  living.  He  was  reared 
to  manhood  upon  his  father's  farm,  and  acquired 
liis  education  in  the  common  schools.  In  1856,  ho 
left  home  and  went  to  Binghampton,  Broome 
County,  N.  Y.,  where  he  made,  his  home  for  five 
years,  being  engaged  in  the  wagon  supply  business. 
He  afterward  went  to  Milton,  Pa.,  from  whence  he 
Came  to  Rockford  in  1869.  In  Milton,  he  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Martha  Goodiander, 
who  was  born  and  reared  in  Northumberland 
County,  Pa.,  her  people  being  early  settlers  of 
that  community,  and  of  German  descent.  Mrs. 
Andrews  has  proved  to  her  husband  a  true  and 
loving  wife  and  faithful  helpmate,  and  is  a  lady 
held  In  high  esteem  by  ail  who  know  her,  for  her 
many  excellencies  of  character. 

The  Doctor  and  his  wife  have  a  pleasant  and 
beautiful  home  at  No.  412  North  Main  Street, 
V^here  hospitality  abides  and  good-will  reigns  su¬ 
preme.  They  are  both  members  of  the  Court  Street 
Methodist  Cfvurcb,  and  take  an  active  interest  in 
its  welfare.  In  politics,  the  Doctor  was  a  Repub¬ 
lican  from  1856  until  1884,  since  which  time  he 
has  supported  the  Prohibition  party.  He  is  a  stock¬ 
holder  in  the  People's  Bank,  also  in  the  Rockford 
Watch  Company.  His  success  in  the  line  of  his 


ning  he  has  had  an  excellent  patronage,  which  has 
increased  as  the  years  have  gone  by,  bringing  wi  th 
it  a  handsome  competence,  which  places  him  in 
comfortable  circumstances.  Pleasant  and  gonial 
in  manner,  ho  lias  many  friends  among  tho  best 
people  of  Rockford. 


\jp=*>RANK  B.  TRAIIERN.  There  are  few  of 
the  citizens  of  Rockford  who  are  not  per- 
ijj,  sonaliy  acquainted  with  this  gentleman, 
whose  home  has  been  in  this  city  since  1848,  and 
who  has  contributed  bis  best  efforts  toward  its  ad¬ 
vancement  along  the  lines  of  education,  morality, 
philanthropy  and  public  improvements.  Now  re¬ 
tired  from  active  labors,  ho  makes  his  home  at  No. 
308  Kent  Street,  in  thecozy  residence  which  lie  has 
gained  by  liis  unaided  exertions. 

On  coming  West  with  iris  brother,  W.  D.,  our 
subject  engaged  in  manufacturing  threshing  ma¬ 
chines  fora  time,  but  afterward  withdrew  from  the 
firm  and  became  foreman  of  tho  establishment.  I  n 
1883,  he  organized  tho  Rockford  Brass  Works, 
which  in  1890  was  changed  into  a  stock  company 
confined  to  himself  and  sons.  At  present,  tho 
eldest  son,  D.E.,  is  President  of  tho  company,  and 
H.  R.,  tho  younger  son.  Secretary,  whiio  our  subject 
occupies  the  position  of  Treasurer.  The  business 
of  tho  corporation  is  principally  carried  on  by  the 
sons,  and  bronze  and  brass  castings, aluminum  and 
copper  castings  are  manufactured  in  large  quanti¬ 
ties,  and  shipped  to  different  markets. 

The  boyhood  days  of  our  subject  Avcrc  passed 
in  Knox  County,  Ohio,  where  lie  avus  born  Febru¬ 
ary  16,  1829.  liis  fattier,  Samuel,  was  a  native  of 
Virginia  and  belonged  t'O  an  Old  Virginia  family 
descended  from  English  ancestors.  He  married 
Miss  Susan  BroAvn,  in  Loudoun  County,  Va.,  avIiosc 
father,  Daniel,  avos  an  early  settler  of  Knox  County, 
Ohio.  After  the  birth  of  One  child,  Samuel  Tra- 
hern  and  liis  Avife  came  West  to  Knox  County, 
Ohio,  where,  in  1825,  they  commenced  to  operate 
as  members  of  the  farming  community  of  that  new 
country.  He  died  at  the  age  of  seventy-eight  and 
she  passed  away  >vhen  forty-seven.  In  their  re- 
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ligious  connections  tlicy  wore  members  of  the 
Quaker  Church. 

Until  he  was  nineteen,  Frank  B.  Trahern  re- 
roamed  under  the  parental  roof,  since  which  time 
his  homo  has  been  in  Illinois.  He  was  married  in 
Walworth  County,  Wis.,  to  Miss  Martha  Reader, 
who  was  bom  in  New  York  State,  and  in  1887, 
when  lour  years  old,  accompanied  her  parents, 
John  and  Elizabeth  Reader,  to  Walworth  County, 
Wis.,  where  they  entered,  land  from  the  Govern¬ 
ment  and  commenced  life  as  pioneers.  Mr.  Reader 
was  one  of  the  first  organizers  and  supporters  of 
the  Baptist  Church  in  that  county,  and  remained 
in  its  fellowship  until  he  died  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
eight.  His  homo  was  the  favorite  resort  of  minis¬ 
ters  of  early  days  and-  he  was  prominent  as  a 
Deacon  and  liberal  contributor  to  religious  causes. 
11  is  wife,  who  was  likewise  a  member  of  the  Baptist 
Church,  died  at  the  age  of  seventy. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Trahern  are  the  parents  of  two 
children,  namely:  Delbert  E.,  who  married  Miss 
Hadio  Johnson,  and  now  lives  at  No.  201)  Fourth 
Street,  Rockford;  and  Harvey  R.,  who  chose  as  his 
wife  Miss  Ada  Keeney,  and  resides  at  No.  607 
Kent  Street,  Rockford.  In  his  political  belief,  our 
subject  is  a  stanch  adherent  to  the  principles  of  the 
Republican  party,  and  is  a  generous  contributor  to 
the  support  of  the  Baptist  Church,  of  which  his 
wife  is  an  active  member.  The  social  position  oc¬ 
cupied  by  the  family  is  a  prominent  one  and  they 
are  highly  esteemed  wherever  known. 


f§RS.  MARY  A.  (FARMER)  CLARK,  the 
III  widow  of  John  Clark,  is  at  present  residing 
on  and  operating  the  farm  loft  her  by  the 
death  of  her  husband  in  1881.  It  is  pleas¬ 
antly  located  on  section  5,  Owen  Township,  Win¬ 
nebago  County,  and  by  being  intelligently  tilled 
nets  a  handsome  income.  Mrs.  Clark  was  born  in 
Newborough,  Vt,  November  25,  1837,  while  her 
father,  Thomas  Farmer,  one  of  the  pioneers  of  this 
county,  was  born  in  Edinboro,  Scotland,  July  10, 
18J5.  The  grandfather  of  our  subjeot,  Thomas 
.Farmer,  was  also  a  native  of  Scotland,  his 
birth  occurring  September  30,  1785.  He  learned 


the  trade  of  a  stone-mason,  which  occupation  he 
followed  until  1840,  when  lie  came  to  America  and 
spent  his  last  years  with  the  father  of  Mrs.  Clark, 
dying  February  26,  1844. 

Ihe  grandmother  of  our  subject  bore  the  maiden 
name  of  Janet  Gurley,  and  wad  also  a  native  of 
Scotland,  where  her  decease  occurred.  With  her 
husband,  she  was  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church.  Mrs.  Clark  has  in  her  possession  the  old 
family  Bible  which  her  grandfather  brought  to 
America.  Her  father  migrated  to  this  country 
together  with  his  brother  William,  the  latter  of 
whom  settled  in  Hamilton,  Canada. 

The  father  of  Mrs.  Clark  received  his  education 
in  Scotland,  and  when  nineteen  years  of  age  emi¬ 
grated  to  the  New  World.  Having  learned  the 
trade  of  a  niason  in  Edinboro,  he  followed  that  oc¬ 
cupation  in  Newborough,  Yt.,  ..until  1839,  when, 
with  his  wife  and  two  children  Jie  came  to  Illinois, 
traveling  by  way  of  canals  and  lakes  to  Chicago,' 
thence  by  team  to  Rockford.  The  land  in  this 
locality  sold  at  $1.25  per  acre  and  the  few  settlers 
then  living  here  were  located  in  the  timber  and 
along  the  streams.  Mr.  Farmer  selected  a  tract  of 
Government  land  in  what  is  now  Owen  Township, 
upon  which  he  erected  a  log  house  and  there  re¬ 
sided  for  a  number  of  years  with  his  family.  Deer, 
wolves  and  other  kinds  of  wild  game  were  very 
plentiful  in  the  vicinity,  and  as  there  were  no  rail¬ 
roads  hi  this  locality  for  a  number  of  years,  Mr. 
Farmer  hauled  the  products  of  his  estate  to  the 
Chicago  market.  Ho  was  very  successful  as  an 
agriculturist  and  added  to  liis  estate  from  time 
to  time  until  he  became  one  of  the  largest  land- 
owners  in  the  county.  After  being  industriously 
engaged  On  the  farm  for  many  years,  he  moved  to 
Rockford  and  lived  retired  until  his  death,  October 
9,  11880. 

Margaret  Halley  was  the  maiden  name  of  the 
mother  of  Mrs.  Chirk;  She  was  born  in  Mark- 
inch,  Fifeshirc,  Scotland,  her  paren Is  being  William 
and  Mary  (Markey)  Halley.  The  grandfather 
made  three  voyages  to  America  and  on  the  last  trip 
fell  from  the  boat  at  Montreal  and  was  drowned  in 
the  St.  Lawrence  River,  His  wife  spent  her  entire 
life  in  Scotland. 

The  original  of  this  sketch  was  an  infant  when 
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brought  to  this  county  with  her  parents,  where  she  I  residence  in  Rockford  dates  from  188(3.  For  some 


was  reared  and  educated  and  when  twenty-five 
years  of  ago  married  Edward  Marshall,  who  was  a 
native  of  England.  Ho  came  to  America  when  a 
young  man  and  was  engaged  in  farming  until  his 
decease  in  1866.  Mrs.  Marshall,  as  she  was  then 
known,  was  married  three  years  later  to  John 
Clark,  who  was  also  a  native  of  England  and  a 
half-brother  of  Mr.  Marshall.  He  departed  this 
life  in  1881,  since  which  time  his  widow  has  carried 
on  the  farm  with  signal  success.  She  has  one  son 
by  her  first  marriage  who  bears  the  name  of  Oscar. 
The  five  children  born  of  her  second  union  arc 
Maggie,  Robert  B.,  Kittie,  John  and  Edna.  The 
eldest  daughter  is  a  teacher  in  the  public  schools, 
where  she  is  meeting  with  more  than  ordinary 
Success,  and  Oscar,  who  married  Elizabeth  Griffith, 
resides  in  Louisiana.  Mrs  Clark  is  a  conscientious 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  and  is 
greatly  respected  in  her  community. 


C  HARLES  A.  HULT,  Secretary  and  Treasurer 
.  of  the  Co-operative  Furniture  Company, 
_  '  was  born  in  Smoland,  Sweden,  August  29, 
1864.  Both  of  his  parents  died  in  Smoland.  His 
father,  Swan  Ilult,  followed  farming  throughout 
his  life  and  passed  away  at  about  the  age  of  seventy 
years.  His  wife  died  some  years  previous.  They 
were  life-long  members  of  the  Swedish  Lutheran 
Church.  Their  family  numbered  four  children,  all 
of  whom  are  now  living  in  this  country:  J.  S., 
who  resides  in  Holdredge,  Neb.,  married  a  Swedish 
lady  of  Stanton,  Iowa;  Christina  is  the  wife  of  A. 
M.  Cnsperson,  who  lives  in  Burlington,  Iowa;  Til- 
lie  M.  is  the  wife  of  James  W.  Quick,  of  Burling¬ 
ton,  Iowa;  and  C.  A.  completes  the  family. 

Our  subject  came  to  this  country  with  a  sister  in 
1873,  when  only  about  nine  years  of  age,  and  joined 
an  older  brother  and  sister  who  had  previously 
emigrated  to  this  country.  Tic  is  a  self-made  man, 
his  success  in  life  being  entirely  due  to  his  own 
efforts.  He  was  reared  in  Burlington,  Iowa,  and 
acquired  his  education  in  that  city  at  the  Bushnell 
University  and  at  Elliott’s  Business  College.  His 


time  after  locating  in  this  city,  ho  was  connected 
with  the  coal,  wood  and  food  business  of  J).  A.  El¬ 
more  in  the  capacity  of  book-keeper.  For  nearly 
four  years  he  lias  now  boon  interested  in  the  Co- 
j  operative  Furniture  Company,  filling  the  position 
of  Secretary  and  Treasurer.  The  factory  is  located 
at  the  corner  of  Railroad  Avon'Ue  and  Ninth  Street 
and  they  employ  between  one  hundred  and  thirty 
and  one  hundred  and  fifty  men,  doing  a  largo  and 
successful  business  which  is  constantly  increasing. 

Mr.  Ilult  was  united  in  marriage,  in  Rockford, 
with  Miss  Mary  L.  Danielson,  who  was  born  in 
Smoland,  Sweden,  on  the  7th  of  September,  1863, 
and  came  to  the  United  States  in  the  early  part  of 
1884.  Her  parents  are  still  living  in  Sweden  and 
are  now  past  middle  life.  Mrs.  Ilult  was  the  first 
of  the  family  to  cross  the  Atlantic  but  has  since 
been  joined  by  her  sister  Emily.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Unit  are  proininent^young  Swedish  people  of  this 
city,  well  and  favorably  known  in  the  community 
where  they  reside.  Their  union  1ms  been  blessed 
with  one  child,  Leslie  P. 

In  his  political  affiliations,  Mr.  Unit  is  a  sup¬ 
porter  of  Republican  principles.  He  is  yet  a  young 
man  and  has  the  energy  of  youth.  Ho  is  also  pro¬ 
gressive  and  industrious  and  will  undoubtedly 
make  for  himself  a  successful  career,  his  life  al¬ 
ready  giving  evidence  of  that  fact.  Socially,  lie 
is  a  member  of  Social  Lodge  No.  14(1,  and  Eucamp- 
No.  44, 1.  0.  0-  F.,  and  is  Past  Noblo  Grand. 


(Sp^ENNlS  TOLLKFSON,  for  over  half  a  cen- 
I ms tury  a  resident  of  Manchester  Township, 
Boone  County,  was  born  in  Norway,  Feb¬ 
ruary  28, 1806;  He  is  classed  among  the  most  suc¬ 
cessful  farmers  of  the  vicinity  and  is  the  proprie¬ 
tor  of  a  splendid  estate  which  is  well  improved  in 
every  particular,  lie  is  the  son  of  Tollef  Larson, 
a  fanner  of  Norway,  who  reared  a  family  of  four¬ 
teen  children,  and  departed  this  life  in  his  native 
country  at  an  advanced  age. 

The  lady  to  whom  our  subject  was  married,  in 
1840,  was  Anna  Rosseland;  she  died  August  SJ, 
1886,  in  her  sixty-eighth  year,  Our  subject  came 
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j to  America,  in  1836,  and  was  followed  by  Miss 
Rosseland  one  year  later,  soon  after  which  they 
were  married.  They  were  industrious  and  hard¬ 
working  people  and  accumulated  for  themselves  a 
handsome  fortune.  Mr.  Tollefson  is  very  gener¬ 
ous  with  his  means  and  within  the  last  few  years 
has  made  some  large  bequests.  His  present  farm 
was  entered  from  the  Government,  and  the  high 
state  of  cultivation  and  improvement  which  it  is 
under,  the  good  brick  residence  and  the  ample 
barns  and  outbuildings,  represent  many  years  of 
toil  and  privation. 

Lars  Tollefson,  grand-nephew  of  our  subject,  has 
been  conducting  the  home  farm  since  1887.  lie 
was  married  to  Anna  Erikson  January  7,  1888,  the 
lady  being  the  daughter  of  John  and  Axlaine 
Erikson.  They  have  become  the  parents  of  three 
children,  two  of  whom  died,  in  infancy.  Their 
infant  son,  who  was  horn  January  11,  1891,  bears 
the  name  of  Tenuis  Albert.  He  of  whom  we  write 
on  coming  to  the  Now  World  stopped  for  a  time 
at  the  home  of  a  brother  in  New  York  State  near 
Rochester.  I-Ic  is,  probably,  the  first  Norwegian 
settler  in  Boone  County  and  the  oldest  resident  of 
Manchester  Township.  He  and0 liis  wife  are  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Lutheran  Norwegian  Church,  to  the 
support  of  which  they  arc  liberal  contributors. 
Mr,  Tollefson  hikes  but  little  part  in  .politics  other 
than  to  cast  a  Republican  vote  at  elections.  He 
has  boon  more  than  ordinarily  successful  in  all  his 
undertakings,  and  his  ability  and  character  are  such 
ns  to  earn  for  him  the  esteem  and  regard  of  all 
who  know  him. 


[f  OSEPII  W.  IRVINE.  Prominent  among  tho 
industries  carried  on  in  Rockford  is  the 
manufacture  of  hoots  and  shoes,  as  repre¬ 
sented  by  the  Rockford  Boot  and  Shoe 
Manufactory.  This  enterprise  was  established  about 
ten  years  ago,  and  is  one  of  tho  nourishing  institu¬ 
tions  of  the  city. 

Mr.  Irvine,  Vice-president  of  this  vast  concern, 
has  retired  from  active  business  and  now  resides 
quietly  at  his  comfortable  home  in  this  city.  He 
lias  been  a  resident  of  Rockford  since  October, 
19 


1869.  Epr  many  years  he  was  connected  with  the 
Emerson,  Talcott  Manufacturing  Company,  one  of 
the  best  known  organizations  of  the  folate,  and  es¬ 
pecially  in  this  part  of  Illinois.  He  was  also  with 
the  Wilkins  Knitting  Factory,  but /subsequently 
sold  out  his  interest  and  retired  from  active^, labor. 
Ho  is  a  stockholder  in  other  corporations,  includ¬ 
ing  the  Silver  l/atc  Manufacturing  Company,  the 
Rockford  Watdii  Company^,  the  Rockford  Watch- 
Case  Company,  the  Rockford  Overalls  Company, 
and  at  times/ lias  been  oiliciaHy  connected  with 
some  of  tlien^  and  has  been  a  promoter  of  most  of 
them. 

u  He  came  tip  Rockford  from  Rock  vale  Township, 
Ogle  County,  Ill.,  and  was  engaged  for  about  thirty 
years  there  as  a  successful  farmer.  He  has  been  a 
resident  of  this  State  for  fifty-six  years,  and  during 
that  time  he  lias  made  his  homo  in  Ogle  and  Win¬ 
nebago  CounticS,  living /to  see  tho  wonderful  ad¬ 
vancement  made  during  half  a  century.  While  in 
Ogle  Cpunty,  lie  took  and  improved  a  large  tract 
of  Government  land,  and  has  spent  his  life  very 
actively  as  a  farmer  and  business  man. 

Ho  was  born  in  the  Province  of  On  tario,  Canada, 
in  1819,  but  most  Of  his  early  life  was  spent  in 
New  York.  Later  he  moved  to  Toronto,  Canada, 
where  he  subsequently  followed  clerking  in  a  store. 
He  is  a  son  of  the  Rev.  Alexander  Irvine,  a  native 
of  Perthshire,  Scotland,  who  was  a  descendant  of  an 
old  and  prominent  Scotch”  family.  The  latter  was 
but  four  years  of  age  when  he  came  with  his  par¬ 
ents,  William  and  Marjorie  (Stuart)  Irvine,  to 
America  and  settled  with  them  in  York  State. 
William  Irvine  resided  in  the  Empire  State  until 
liis  death.  His  wife,  who  survived  him,  finally 
went  to  Canada  and  died  when  over  eighty  years  of 
ago.  She  was  a  very  bright,  intelligent  lady,  and 
was  a  descendant  of  the  royal  family.  She  and  her 
husband  were  members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church. 

Alexander  Irvine  grew  to  manhood  and  was  mar¬ 
ried  in  York  State  to  Miss  Clarissa  Harrington,  a 
native  of  that  State  and  of  Yankee  origin.  '  After 
marriage,  they  moved  to  Canada,  where  two  chil¬ 
dren,  our  subject  and  a  daughter,  were  born. 
Shortly  afterward  the  family  returned  to  New 
York,  and  when  our  subject  was  twelve  years  of 
ago,  they  went  back  to  Canada,  where  they  re. 
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mainetl  a  few  years.  In  1836  they  returned  to  the 
States  and  settled  on  the  Rock  River,  near  Byron, 
Ogle  County,  opening  up  a  claim  in  Rockvalo 
Township.  There  the  father's  death  occurred  about 
1840,  when  in  the  prime  of  life.  The  mother  fol¬ 
lowed  him  to  the  grave  during  the  Rebellion, 
when  sixty-two  years  of  ago.  Both  held  member¬ 
ship  in  the  Methodist  Church. 

The  original  of  this  sketch  was  the  second  of  eight 
children  born  to  his  parents,  four  sons  and  four 
daughters,  three  sons  and  two  daughters  now  liv¬ 
ing.  He  was  educated  in  the  schools  of  Ogle 
County,  and  after  reaching  his  majority  wedded 
Miss  Electa  Parsons,  a  native  of  the  Old  Bay  State, 
where  she  was  educated.  She  came  West  when  a 
young  woman  and  diedibn  her  husband's  farm  in 
Ogle  County,  when  in  the  prime  of  life.  She  was, 
an  excellent  wife  and  a  devoted  mother.  Of  this 
union  were  born  five  children:  Edwin,  a  railroad 
mail  agent,  residingin  Rockford,  married  Miss  Mina 
Underwood;  Ellen  C.  became  the  wife  of  >YHHam 
Warburton,  a  farmer  of  Buchanan  County,  Iowa; 
Mary  P.  is  the  wife  of  Christian  Burkholder,  a 
dealer  in  agricultural  implements  in  Sterling;  W. 
Henry  is  a  painter  in  the  West;  anil  one  younger, 
who  died  in  infancy. 

Mr.  Irvine’s  second  marriage  occurred  in  Ogle 
County  and  united  him  with  Rebecca  W.  Wag¬ 
goner,  a  native  of  Union  County,  born  on  the 
banks  of  the  Susquehanna  River,  June  23, 1829,  and 
the  daughter  of  Henry  II.  and  Elsie  (Woods) 
Waggoner, natives  of  Northumberland  County,  Pa. 
Her  father  was  of  Pennsylvania-Dutch  stock,  and 
her  mother  of  Irish  descent.  They  were  married 
in  Northumberland  County,  and  Mr.  Waggoner 
began  life  as  a  mechanic.  In  1848,  he  moved  with 
his  family  to  Ogle  County,  Ill.,  and  settled  on 
a  farm  in  Rockvale  Township.  After  the  death  of 
his  wife,  he  married  Mrs.  Margaret  Hcnsel,  and 
moved  to  Mt.  Morris,  this  State,  where  he  received 
his  final  summons  when  nearly  seventy-five  years 
of  age,  dying  March  5,  1869.  His  wife  is  still  liv¬ 
ing  and  is  quite  old. 

Mrs.  Irvine  was  one  of  seven  living  children,  all 
married  but  one,  and  all  prosperous.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Irvine  have  had  five  children:  C.  Francis,  a  com¬ 
mercial  man  residing  in  Rockford;  George  L.,  Sec¬ 


retary  and  Treasurer  of  tho  Rockford  Overalls 
Manufacturing  Company;  Elsie  M.,  wife  of  C.  E. 
Sovereign,  novelty  manufacturer;  and  two  who 
died  in  infancy.  The  members  of  the  Irvine  fain- 
ily,  for  the  most  part,  belong  to  tho  Court  Street 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  Mr.  Irvine  and  his 
sons  are  worthy  Republicans  in  politics. 

Tho  portrait  of  Mr.  Irvine  is  presented  on  an¬ 
other  page. 


WILLIAM  II.  FITCH,  M.  D.,  is  one  of  tho 
native-born  citizens  of  Rockford,  who 
have,  contributed  their  ablest  efforts  to 
the  progress  of  'die  city  and  labored  unceasingly 
in  its  behalf.  He  has  been  remarkably  successful 
in  his  profession,  his  skill  having  won  for  him  a 
foremost  place  among  the  citizens  of  Winnebago 
County  and,  in  fact,  throughout  the  entire  northern 
partof  tho  State.  For  more  than  twenty  years  lie  has 
been  engaged  in  the  practice  of  his  profession  in 
Rockford,  having  como  hither  in  the  fall  of  1870, 
add  opened  an  office,  which  he  has  since  con¬ 
ducted.  * 

For  the  duties  of  professional  life  I)r.  Fitch 
was' thoroughly  prepared  by  a  splendid  literary  ed¬ 
ucation  received  in  Beloit  College,  and  by  a  course 
of  medical  lectures  at  the  Chicago  Medical  Col¬ 
lege,  where  ho  graduated  in  1868.  At  that  time, 
ho  received,  the  second  honors  of  his  class,  the 
first,  honors  being  gained  by  Dr.  Nicholas  Semi, 
of  Chicago,  one  of  the  most  celebrated  surgeons  of 
the  world.  After  a  short  visit  to  Rookford,  the 
young  Doctor  went  on  a  tour  to  the  Old  World, 
and  spent  two  years  in  the.  medical  schools  of 
Europe,  most  of  tho  time  being  devoted  to  study 
at  Vienna.  Thus  completely  equipped  for  a  pro¬ 
fessional  life  by  a  profound  theoretical  knowledge 
of  therapeutics,  he  crossed  the  Atlantic  to  tho 
country  of  his  birth,  and  immediately  secured  a 
largo  practice  in  the  city  where  ho  still  resides. 

The  Doctor  is  Trusteo  of  tho  Illinois  Eym  & 
Ear  Infirmary,  located  in  Chicago  on  West  Adams 
Street,  a  splendid  institution  for  tho  treatment 
of  these  special  diseases  and  under  the  support  of 
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the  State.  He  is  a  member  of  the  State  Medical 
Society,  the  National  Medical  Association,  and 
the  American  Association  for  the  Advancement 
of  Science,  and  he  meets  with  these  various  so¬ 
cieties  rogularly.  He  is  a  Trustee  of  the  Rock¬ 
ford  Seminary,  an  institution  of  prominence  in 
the  West,  and  one  of  the  oldest  educational  cen¬ 
ters  in  the  county. 

The  father  Of  our  Subject  was  John  Fitch,  an 
early  settlor  in  Winnebago  County,  who  came 
hither  in  1837,  entered  Government  land  in 
Cherry  Valley,  this  county,  and  began  life  here 
alnid  primitive  surroundings,  his  first  home  being 
in  a  log  cabin.  It  was  his  good  fortune  to  live 
until  the  dense  forests  and  uncultivated  wastes  of 
land  were  transformed  into  splendidly  improved 
farms  and  the  sites  of  thriving  villages.  He  had 
come  to  this  county  from*  Groton,  Mass.,  his  birth¬ 
place,  and  his  journey  Westward  was  made  by  the 
most  expeditious  route  known  at  that  time,  being 
by  canal  to  Buffalo,  thence  by  the  Lakes  to  Chi¬ 
cago,  and  from  there  in  a  small  one-horse  “prai¬ 
rie  schooner”  to  Winnebago  County,  then  very 
sparsely  settled.  ^ 

The  farm  owned  by  John  Fitch  was  on  the 
main  thoroughfare  between  Chicago  and  Galena, 
and  his  house  became  the  lodging  place  for  trav¬ 
elers  on  route  for  the  farther  West,  often  as 
many  as  one  hundred  and  lift}'  persons  stopping 
on  his  premises  with  their  wagons  and  teams,  lie 
was  thus  not  only  enabled  to  sell  his, .produce,  but 
gained  an  acquaintance  with  many  of  the  West¬ 
ern  pioneers,  a  number  of  whom  found  homes  oi,r 
the  golden  shores  of  California.  It  was  not  long 
before  ho  had  erected  a  substantial  house  and  out- 
buidings,  and,  as  ho  was  practical  and  thrifty,  be¬ 
longing  to  the  best  type  of  Massachusetts  farmers, 
ho  kept  many  years  in  advance  of  his  neighbors. 

Genial  and  sociable  in  disposition,  Mr.  Fitch, 
Sr.,  mado  friends  with  fill  whom  he  met  and 
became  the  host  of  a  well-known  country  inn  be¬ 
tween  Bolvidoro  and  Bockford.  He  was  progres¬ 
sive  and  took  a  leading  part  in  all  matters 
regarding  education.  When  schools  were  few  in. 
the  county,  he  hired  a  young  lady  to  come  from 
Massachusetts  as  governess,  and  sho  taught  his 
children  at  his  home.  He  admitted  any  of  the 
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neighboring  children  who  wished  to  come,  and 
many  took  advantage  of  tire  offer,  as  “Uncle  John  ” 
Fitcli  paid  all  fee  expenses.  As  a  Whig  and  Abo¬ 
litionist,  lie  took  a  prominent  part  in  public  mat¬ 
ters,  and  during  liis  later  years  was  a  stanch 
Bepublican.  In  religious  matters,  he  was  identi¬ 
fied  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  at 
Cherry  Valley,  but  on  coming  to  Bockford,  in 
1864,  united  with  the  Second  Congregational 
Church,  and  remained  in  that  connection  as  long 
as  he  lived.  His  death  occurred  here  in  the  year 
1881,  at  the  age  of  seventy -/Lye  years,  and  was 
sincerely  mourned  by  all  who  knew  him.  A  man 
of  remarkable  thrift,  he  acquired  a  line  property, 
of  which  his  children  became  heirs,  and  through 
their  judicious  management  the  value  of  their 
heritage  has  been  increased.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John 
Fitch  were  present  at  the  dedication  of  the  first 
church  built  in  Bockford. 

Three  months  after  the  death  of  John  Fitch,  his 
wife  departed  this  life,  aged  seventy-four  years. 
Sho  was  formerly  Miss  Lucy  Sawtelle,  and  was  a 
native  of  Vermont,  coming  of  worthy  New  Eng¬ 
land  stock.  In  her  religious  connection,  she  was 
a  member  of  the  Congregational  Church,  and  was 
a  lady  of  lovely  disposition  and  noble  character. 
The  only  survivors  of  the  family  of  live  children 
are  the  Doctor  and  Elizabeth.  One  brother,  Dr. 
L.  P.,  graduated  frqm  the  Beloit  (Wis.)  College 
and  the  New  York  College  of  Physicians  and 
Surgeons,  later  entering  the  army  as  Surgeon,  and 
serving  in  Gen.  Schofield’s  Department  for  about 
three  years.  Afterward  he  became  a  prominent 
physician  of  Charles  City,  Iowa,  where  his  death 
occurred,  and  where  his  widow  still  lives. 

During  the  late  war,  our  subject  served  as  a 
member  of  the  Fortieth  Wisconsin  Infantry,  and 
bravely  defended  the  Stars  and  Stripes,  Ilis  mar¬ 
riage,  which  took  place  in  Allegheny,  Pa.,  in 
1887,  united  him  with  Miss  Catherine  Kountz, 
who  was  there  born.  Her  father,  Commodore 
Kountz,  was  at  one  time  the  largest  private  owner 
of  steam  vessels  in  the  United  States,  his  steamers 
plying  the  waters  of  the  Mississippi,  Missouri  and 
Ohio  Rivers,  and  doing  a  large  business  during 
war  times.  At  present  he  lives  retired,  and  is 
passing  his  declining  days  in  comfort  and  afllu- 
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ence.  One  of  the  vessels  which  he  owned  was 
known  as  tho  “Crystal  Palace,”  and  was  the  finest 
passenger  steamer  which  was  ever  on  tho  Ohio 
River. 

The  education  which  Mrs.  Fitch  received  in 
Pennsylvania  was  of  a  superior  order,  and  she  is 
a  refined,  accomplished  lady,  and  especially*  tal¬ 
ented  as  a  musician.  She  and  the  Doctor  are  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Second  Congregational  Church  and 
prominent  in  the  best  circles  of  the  city.  They 
are  the  parents  of  two  children:  William  K.  and 
Catharine. 

HERMAN  COMINGS.  Having  retired 
from  the  active  proprietorship  of  agricul¬ 
tural  interests,  the  gentleman  of  whom  we 
write  makes  his  home  in  Rockford.  lie 
was  born  in  the  town  of  Berkshire,  Franklin 
County,  Yt.,  December  17,  1818,  while  his  father, 
Samuel  Comings,  was  a  native  of  Windsor,  N.  H., 
and  of  Scotch  ancestry.  He  was  one  of  the  first 
settlers  in  Berkshire,  where  he  cleared  a  tract  Of 
college  land,  erected  a  log  house  and  commenced 
tho  work  of  improving  a  farm.  As  there  were  no 
railroads  or  canals  in  the  vicinity  for  many  years 
after  his  settlement  there,  the  father  of  our  subject 
hauled  the  products  of  the  farm  to  the  nearest 
markets,  returning  with  the  necossary  articles  for 
the  family.  He  improved  a  large  portion  of  the 
land,  erected  thereon  first-class  buildings,  and  for 
a  number  of  years  made  that  place  his  home. 
Then  disposing  of  this  farm,  Mr.  Comings  lived 
with  a  son-in-law  until  going  to  Wisconsin,  where 
lie  spent  his  last  years  with  his  son  Harvey.  The 
mother  of  our  subject  was  known  in  her  maiden¬ 
hood  as  Miss  Martha  Aikens,  her  birth  occurring 
in  Canada. 

Sherman  Comings  of  this  sketch  attended  the 
district  schools  in  his  youth  and  on  reaching  his 
fifteenth  year  learned  the  trade  of  a  carpenter 
and  joiner,  which  line  he  followed  for  six  years,  and 
then  turned  his  attention  to  that  of  a  millwright. 
He  prosecuted  that  business  in  Vermont  until 
1848,  and  on  emigrating  to  Wisconsin  was  accom¬ 
panied  by  his  wife,  brother  Harvey  and  family 


Tho  family  came  with  teams  to  Burlington,  thence 
by  way  of  Lake  Champlain  to  the  canal  of  that 
name  and,  going  to  Troy,  came  by  way  of  the 
Erie  Canal  to  Buffalo,  whore  they  took  passage  on 
the  steamer  “Empire  State,”  At  Connoaut  tho  vessel 
foundered  and  the  passengers  wore  all  transferred 
to  the  steamer  “Michigan,”  which  conveyed  them 
to  Milwaukee,  whore  they  wore  shipped  on  the 
steamer  “Sheboygan.”  On  landing,  Mr.  Comings 
and  family  hired  a  team  to  take  them  to  Linden 
Township,  sixteen  miles  distant,  tho  latter  part  of 
tho  way  following  an  Indian  trail.  There  our 
subject  purchased  a  claim  to  a  tract  of  Govern¬ 
ment  land,  which  was  heavily  timbered,  and  four 
acres  of  which  were  cleared;  a  log  house  consti¬ 
tuted  the  only  other  improvement.  Ho  worked 
at  his  trade  of  a  millwright,  at  the  same  time  su¬ 
perintending  the  improvements  of  his  farm,  which 
he  put  under  excellent  cultivation.  For  some  time, 
standing  timber  was  of  no  value,  and  when  it  was 
found  necessary  to  out  it,  the  logs  were  rolled  to¬ 
gether  and  burned.  *  Mr.  Comings  did  all  his 
marketing  and  farm  work  by  the  aid  of  oxoiv,  and 
remembers  going  ten  miles  away  in  order  to  buy 
iron  to  iron  a  cart,  the  woodwork  of  which  vehicle 
he  made  from  timber  grown  on  his  own  land,  and 
which  lie  continued  to  use  as  long  as  lie  resided  in 
Wisconsin. 

In  1867,  our  Subject  sold  his  farm  in  tho  Badger 
State  and  oamo  to  Wiunebago  County,  purchasing 
a  farm  three  miles  south  of  tho  city  of  Rockford, 
which  is  most  beautifully  located  on  the  Rock 
River.  Soon  after  settling  here,  lie  started  a 
creamery,  being  one  of  the  pioneers  in  that  busi¬ 
ness,  and  shipping  the  products/of  his  dairy  to  St. 
Louis.  Mr.  Coinings  resided  on  the  above  farm 
until  1891,  when  lie  moved  into  the  city  and  is 
now  enjoying  the  fruits  of  former  years  of  indus¬ 
try  and  toil. 

Tho  lady  who  became  the  wife  of  our  subject;, 
December  31,  1840,  boro  tho  maiden  name  of 
Elmina  E.  Stone.  Her  birth  occurred  in  Berkshire, 
Yt,,  and  she  is  tho  daughter  of  James  and  Lucinda 
(Danfoi'th)  Stone.  The  two  children  born  to 
them  are  Arthur  F.  and  Everett  S.,  the  former  of 
I  whom  is  a  practicing  physician  in  Rockford,  and 
:  Everett  S.  is  editor  of  a  first-class  paper  de- 
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voted  to  poultry  aud  gardening.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Comings  are  members  of  the  Second  Congrega¬ 
tional  Society,  and,  in  politics,  our  subject  lias  voted 
the  Republican  ticket  since  the  organization  of  the 
party. 

.  1RAM  SNOW  is  the.  proprietor  of  extensive 
I  If/))  PfoWin&  w01'*iS5  located  on  the  east  bank  of 
Vzd?  the  Rock  Ri  ver,  one  mile  east  of  the  city 
limits  of  Rockford.  He  engaged  in  this 
business  in  1881,  arid  uses  the  products  of  from 
fifty  to  seventy-five  acres  each  year.  1-Ie  is  a  na¬ 
tive  of  the  Green  Mountain  State,  his  birth  occur¬ 
ring  February  17,  1830.  Ilis  father,  Ira  Snow,  was 
also  born  there,  whence  lie  removed  in  1834  to 
Ohio,  via  team  to  Troy,  and  then  by  way  of  the 
Erie  Canal  to  Buffalo,  where  he  embarked  on  a 
lake  steamer  to  Huron,  Ohio.  There  he  rented  an 
hotel  and  was  employed  as  “mine  host”  until  1842, 
when  he  again  started  Westward,  arriving  in  Chi¬ 
cago  on  the  3d  of  July. 

While  residing  in  the  Garden  City,  the  father  of 
our  subject  kept  the  hotel  known  as  the  Franklin 
House,  located  on  La  Salle  Street,  between  Lake  and 
Water  Streets.  At  that  time  Chicago  contained 
but  eight  thousand  inhabitants,  and  tho  surround¬ 
ing  country  being  sparsely  settled,  deer  and  wild 
arf.imnls  roamed  where  the  city  now  extends.  Mr. 
Snow,  after  two  years  in  the  hotel  business,  was  en¬ 
gaged  in  teaming  between  Chicago  and  Galena  for 
a  twelvemonth,  at  the  end  of  which  time  ho  entered 
a  tract  of  Government  land  in  the  town  of  Wheeler, 
twenty-two  miles  northwest  of  Chicago,  and  at 
once  commenced  the  improvement  of  his  farm, 
upon .  which  ho  resided  until  his  decease. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  prior  to  her  marriage 
was  Rebecca  Daggett,  also  a  native  of  Vermont. 
Ilor  husband  was  in  early  days  a  Whig  in  polities, 
but  later  voted  tho  Republican  ticket.  He  was  the 
first  Highway  Commissioner  in  the  town  of  Wheeler 
ami  in  1856  was  appointed  Deputy  Sheriff,  which 
position  he  held  for  fourteen  years. 

Hiram  Snow  of  this  sketch  was  one  in  a  family 
of  five  children,  his  brothers  and  sisters  being  Re¬ 
becca,  William,  Alonzo  and  Mary.  He  was  a  lad 
of  twelve  years  when  his  parents  removed  to  Chi¬ 


eago  and  is  one  of  the  few  early/settlers  of  that 
city  now  living,  and  can  relate  many  incidents  of 
interest  connected  with  the  early  history  of  Chicago 
and  Cook  County.  Mr.  Snow  attended  a  school  in 
that  city  taught  by  Judge  Slurdevant,  and  after 
removing  to  Wheeler,  assisted  his  father  in  culti¬ 
vating  the  home  farm,  there  residing  until  reach¬ 
ing  his  twenty-firsi^sar. 

On  commencing  life  for  himself,  lie  of  whom  we 
write  worked  out  on  farms  for  $8  per  month  and 
continued  to  be  thus  engaged  for  five  years,  when 
he  purchased  the  old  home  farm,  upon  which  he 
lived until  1881.  At  that  time  coming  to  Rock¬ 
ford,  Mr.  Snow  became  the  proprietor  of  the  farm 
which  is  his  present  home,  and  soon  afterward  en- 
,  in  liis  present  business.  His  farm  is  beauti¬ 
fully  located  and  is  cultivated  in  a  most  intelligent 
and  profitable  manner.  « 

The  lady  to  whom  our  subject  was  united  in 
marriage,  November  12,  1866,  was  Miss  Naomi 
Ferry,  and  to  them  eight  children  have  been  granted 
viz.:  Anna,  Clara  J.,  Emily  A.,  Maggie,  Hiram  P., 
Mallei  N.,  June  R.,  Junius  Centennial.  In  his  po¬ 
litical  belief,  Mr.  Snow  casts  his  vote  and  influence 
with  the  Republican  party,  and,  socially,  is  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  Rockford  Lodge  No.  102,  A.  F.  &  A.  5%and 
Winnebago  Chapter  No.  24,  R.  A.  M. 


GILES  ELLIOTT,  deceased.  This  name  is 
known  and  honored  throughout  Winnebago 
County  as  one  of  the  old  pioneers,  who  had 
a  hand  in  laying  the  solid  foundation  upon  which 
has  been  erected  the  superstructure  of  its  present 
wealth  and  prosperity,  and  although  his  earthly 
career  has  closed,  his  memory  is  still  held  in  rev¬ 
erence'  in  Pecatonica  Township,  where  he  located 
thirty-five  years  ago.  His  mantle  has  fallen  upon 
worthy  successors  and  it  gives  us  pleasure  to  rep¬ 
resent  the  family  in  this  biographical  volume. 

The  lady  who  became  the  wife  of  our  subject 
was  known  in  her  maidenhood  as  Betsey  Mitchell. 
She  was  born  September  21,1846,  in  Oneida  County, 
N.  Y.,  and  was  the  daughter  of  Charles  aud  Pa¬ 
tience  (Ufford)  Mitchell,  the  former  Of  whom  was 
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a  native  of  New  York  aud  of  Irish  descent,  while  age  of  over  nine  weeks,  they  landed  in  Now  York 

the  mother  hailed  from  Now  England.  '  ;  City,  but  subsequently  settled  in  Frcdonia,  of  that, 

Our  subject  was  a  son  of  Charles  and  'tuoy  (Bar-  State,  for  about  eight  years.  In  1868,  the  entire 

her)  Elliott,  natives  of  Ohio,  who  departed  this  life  family  came  to  Winnebago  County,  III.,  locating  in 

in  Mitchell,  S.  Dak.,  at  the  respective  ages  of  seven-  Peeatonica  Township,  and  there  the  parents  rcsido 

ty-nine  and  seventy-three  years.  lie  departed  this  at  the  present  time,  both  quite  aged,  the  father, 

life  February  14, 1887,  aged  forty-eight  years  and  Andrew  Parson,  bom  in  1813,  and  the  mother  in 
fourmonths  and  thirteen  days.  Ilis  marriage  with  1809.  Both  arc  quite  active  despite  their  years, 
Miss  Mitchell  occurred  January  5, 1864,  soon  after  and  the  mother  often  walks  two  miles  to  tlio  Lu- 

which  event  thoy  came  to  this  county,  and,  as  be-  thoran  Church,  of  which  she  and  her  husband  arc 

fore  stated,  resided  here  for  thirty-live  years.  Mr,  members. 

Elliott  had  a  well-cultivated  farm,  making  a  spe-  Three  of  the  eight  children  bom  to  this  worthy 
ciahy  of  breeding  thorough-bred  cattle,  of  which  he  couple  are  now  living:  our  subject;  Mrs.  Clara 

had  some  fine  specimens.  Anderson,  a  widow,  residing  on  South  Fourth 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Elliott  were  born  five  children,  Street  of  this  city;  and  Mrs.  Christina  Lundbcrg, 

as  follows:  Charles  W.,  whose  birth  occurred  June  wife  of  P.  J.  Lundbcrg,  a  wealthy  farmer  now  re- 

26,  1865,  resides  with  iris  mother;  Ellen  A.,  born  tired,  and  residing  at  Orleans,  Neb. 

May  4,  1867,  married  Patrick  Reddy  and  lives  in  Peter  Parson  learned  his  trade  in  Frcdonia,  N.  Y., 
Ridott  Township,  Steplionson  County;  George  II.,  and  on  the  6th  of  June,  i860,  ho  made  his  first 
who  is  also  at  home,  was  born  September  27,  1868;  appearance  in  Rockford.  He  immediately  began 
Giles  S.,  June  24,  1872;  and  William  II.,  who  was  working  at  the  cabinet-maker’s  trade,  and  lias  since 
boim  July  28,  1875,  is  at  present  engaged  with  his  devoted  the  principal  part  of  his  time  and  atton- 
brothers  in  carrying  on  the  old  home  farm,  which  tion  to  it.  lie  is,  in  every  sense  of  the  word,  a 
they  do  in  an  intelligent  and  profitable  maimer,  skillful  aud  practical  workman,  and  the  beautiful 
They  have  all  been  given  good  educations  in  the  furniture  aud  ornaments  at  his  borne  testily  to 
Peeatonica  schools  and  the  youngest  son  will  prob-  his  ability  witu  the  tools.  Ho  has  a  delightful 
ably  follow  a  professional  life.  residence 'at  No.  6,10  North  Third  Street,  and  is 

He  of  whom  we  write,  socially,  w.*is  a  member  surrounded  with  all  the  comforts  and  oonveni- 

of  Eureka  Camp  No.  50,  M.  W.  A.,  to  which  order  ences  of  life. 

his  eldest  son  also  belonged,  the  latter  also  being  a  He  is  a  stockholder  aud  Director  of  the  Central 
member  of  the  Farmers’ Mutual  Benefit  Association.  Furniture  Company  established  in  1879,  with  a 

capital  of  $125,000,  and  with  a  force  of  from  one 
hundred  and  twenty-five  to  one  hundred  and  fifty 
employes,  and  since  then  Mr.  Parson  has  given  all 

PETER  PARSON.  In  compiling  an  account  his  attention  to  the  factory,  in  which  lie  is  a  heavy 
of  the  different  business  enterprises  of  Rock-  stockholder.  His  investment  has  paid  him  well, 
ford,  we  must  not  lose  sight  of  the  cabinet-  and  he  has  accumulated  considerable  proporty. 
maker’s  industry,  carried  on  very  successfully  Our  subject  was  married,  in  Rockford;  to  Miss 

by  Mr.  Peter  Parson.  This  gentleman  is  still  an-  Anna  C.  Obcrg,  a  native  of  Sweden,  born  October 
other  of  those  prominent  Swedish  sottlers  of  Rock-  10,  1851,  and  thoy  have  ono  very  bright  little  girl, 
ford,  and  is  possessed  of  all  those  characteristics  of  Cora  J.  O.,  who  is  receiving  a  thorough  education 
thrift  aud  enterprise  which  make  the  people  of  in  the  city  schools.  Mr.  Parson  and  his  wife  arc 
that  nationality  so  prosperous  and  successful.  very  popular  people  of  the  city,  and  both  are  mem- 

Born  in  Wester  Gothland  Province,  June  18,  bers  of  the  First  Lutheran  Church.  Ho  leans  to- 
1844,  Mr.  Parson  continued  to  make  his  home  ward  the  Republican  party  in  bis  political  views, 
there  until  1860,  when,  with  ins  parents,  he  took  Mrs.  Parson’s  father,  Olof  Obqrg,  started  with 
passage  to  this  country.  After  a  tempestuous  voy-  his  wife  and  family  for  the  United  States  in  1854, 
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and  while  on  the  ocean  the  mother  died.  She  was 
buried  in  the  Atlantic,  and  the  bereaved  husband 
and  father  with  his  five  children,  two  sons  and 
three  daughters,  after  landing,  came  West  and  lo¬ 
cated  on  Government  land  in  Martin  County, 
Minn,  He  at  one  time  owned  an  entire  section  of 
land,  hut  the  grasshoppers  bothered  him  a  great 
deal,  and  he  has  now  been  a  resident  of  Rockford 
For  some  times  Although  seventy  years  of  age,  lie 
is  still  smart  and  active.  Pour  of  his  five  children 
are  yet  living  in  Martin  County,  Minn. 


DE.  BENOIT,  a  successful  jewelry  merchant 
of  Rockford,  located  at  No.  810  West  State 
Street,  has  for  almost  a  quarter  of  a  century 
rjnado  his  home  in  this  city  and  during  much  of 
this  time  has  been  engaged  in  commercial  pursuits. 
Ho  carries  a  large  and  complete  stock  of  goods  in 
his  line,  having  one  Of  the  best  houses  in  the  city, 
and  in  connection  with  his  jewelry  trade  has  for 
the  past  five  years  also  sold  organs  and  pianos. 

Mr.  Benoit  is  a  native  of  the  Province  of  Quebec, 
Canada.  There  the  days  of  his  childhood  and 
youth  wore  passed  and  in  part  he  there  learned  his 
trade.  His  parents  were  Oliver  and  Mary  (Hosier) 
Benoit.,  also  nati  ves  of  Canada,  the  lady  of  English 
descent.  The  Benoits  are  of  French  descent  and 
both  families  came  to  America  about  the  time  La 
Fayette  crossed  the  water  to  aid  the  Colonies  in 
their  struggle  for  independence.  The  parents  of 
our  subject  are  still  residing  at  the  old  home  in 
Canada,  the  father  at  the  age  of  eighty  years,  the 
mother  now  seventy*  five  years  of  age.  The  father 
has  been  a  carriage  manufacturer  and  is  well  known 
in  his  locality. 

Under  the  parental  roof,  our  subject  was  reared 
to  manhood  and  ere  leaving  home  ho  had  become 
familiar  with  the  trade  of  carriage-making  and  un¬ 
dertaking  in  all  the  details  of  the  business.  In 
1869,  ho  came  to  Rockford,  and  soon  afterward  be¬ 
gan  business  as  a  jeweler,  which  trade  lie  1ms  since 
followed.  Ho  was  married,  in  'VciUiOnt,  to  Miss 
Julia  P.  Chaflio,  who  was  born  and  roared  in  Berk¬ 
shire,  Franklin  County,  that  State,  and  is  des¬ 
cended  from  an  old  Now  England  family.  She 


died  at  their  home  in  Rockford,  January  20,  1871, 
at  the  age  of  thirty-two  years,  on  the  birth  of  their 
only  child,  who  also  died.  For  his  second  wife, 
Mr.  Benoit  chose  Mrs.  Martha  A.  (Elobart)  Thayer, 
who  was  born  in  Havana,  N.  Y.,  and  when  a 
maiden  of  six  summers  came  to  Rockford  with  her 
parents,  John  and  Maria  Thayer,  who  for  many 
years  were  residents  of  this  city  but  now  reside  in 
Alexandria,  S.  Dak,,  where  they  have  lived  for  the 
past  eight  years. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Benoit  are  both  members  of  the 
Christian  Union  Church,  take  an  active  part  in.  its 
work  and  also  in  public  interests  which  are  calcu¬ 
lated  to  benefit  the  community  or  promote  the 
general  welfare.  Mr.  Benoit  has  led  a  busy  and 
useful  life,  giving  strict  attention  to  liis  business 
interests,  and  his  efforts  have  been  blessed  with 
prosperity.  He  now  not  only  has  a  good  business 
but  he  is  also  a  stockholder  in  the  Forest  CBy  Insur¬ 
ance  Company.  Although  of  foreign  birth,  Rock¬ 
ford  has  no  better  citizen  or  one  more  worthy  the 
esteem  in  which  ho  is  held.  In  politics,  he  is  a 
stalwart  supporter  of  Republican  principles.  He 
belongs  to  the  Blue  Lodge,  the  Chapter  and  Com- 
mandery  of  Rockford,  and  is  also  a  member  of  the 
Elks'  lodge. 


DtvELS  P.  ROSANDER  is  one  of  the  success- 
fj  ful  Swedish-American  farmers  of  Rockford 
9  Township,  Winnebago  County.  He  resides 
on  section  17,  where  he  owns  one  hundred  and 
twelve  and  a  half  acres  of  valuable  land,  all  under 
a  high  state  of  cultivation.  It  has  been  his  home 
Since  1878,  during  which  time  he  has  transformed 
the  land  into  rich  and  fertile  fields  and  made 
many  excellent  improvements.  There  may  be 
seen  good  buildings,  a  comfortable  and  commo¬ 
dious  residence  and  all  the  accessories  of  a  model 
farm.  He  also  has  the  place  well  stocked,  indeed, 
it  is  complete  in  till  its  appointments. 

Mr.  Rosander  was  born  in  Smoland,  Sweden, 
March  21,  1835,  and  is  a  son  of  Swan  C.  Peterson, 
who  lived  and  died  on  a  farm  in  his  native  prov¬ 
ince,  passing  away  at  the  age  of  eighty-one  years. 
He  was  a  jeweler  and  quite  a  prominent  ma  i  in 
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affairs.  ■  He  was  officially  connected  with 
the  Lutheran  Church  for  many  years  and  was  one 
\^f  its  most  active  workers.  lie  married  Susanna 
Casries,  who  yet  survives  him  and  is  now  about 
■  four-score  years  of  age.  She,  also,  lias  been  a 
leading  lady  in  her  neighborhood  and  a  faithful 
member  of  the  Lutheran  Church.  A  daughter  of 
the  family  is  still  living  in  Sweden,  Johanna,  wife 
of  Gust  Johnson,  a  Swedish  farmer;  Caroline  is 
now  married  and  resides  in  Chicago;  John  lives 
in  Rockford,  as  does  also  Johannes,  and  Charles  is 
a  resident  of  Oregon. 

Under  the  parental  roof  our  subject  spent  the 
days  of  his  boyhood  and  after  attaining  to  mature 
years  he  was  united  in  marriage  in  his  native 
province  with  Miss  Anna  Johnson,  who  was  born 
in  Smoland,  Sweden,  in  June,  1885.  Her  parents 
lived  and  died  on  the  old  homestead  in  that  land. 
They  were  farming  people,  members  of  the  Luth¬ 
eran  Church,  and  were  highly  respected.  Their 
tarnily  numbered  two  sons  and  two  daughters  but 
Mrs.  Rosander  is  the  only  one  living  in  this  coun¬ 
try.  She  has  proved  a  true  wife  and  faithful 
helpmate  to  her  husband.  Sir.  Rosander  was  the 
first  of  his  family  to  cross  the  Atlantic,  the  year 
of  his  emigration  being  1869,  and  Oil  the  1 5th  of 
May  he  landed  in  Rockford. 

Nine  children  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Rosander:  Sophia,  wife  of  Emil  Nelson,  a  mail 
carrier  of  Rockford,  died  April  21,  1892;  Tilda, 
wife  of  Walter  Wilson,  a  mail  carrior  of  Chicago; 
Lotta,  wife  of  Albert  Larson,  a  machinist  in  the 
Nelson  Knitting  Factory  of  Rockford;  Charles  A., 
who  graduated  from  the  Augustana  College  Of 
Rock  Island  in  1891,  and  will  complete  a  course  of 
study  in  the  Rock  Island  Seminary  in  1898; 
Wendla  A.,  wife  of  Reynold  Winquist,  a  clerk  of 
Rockford;  Nellie,  who  is  now  employed  in  that 
city;  Ida, a  resident  of  Rockford;  Theodore  W.  and 
Esther  Y.  live  at  home. 

Mr.  Rosander  has  been  very  successful  since 
coming  to  this  country  and  is  now  numbered 
among  the  substantial  citizens  of  Rockford  Town¬ 
ship.  In  addition  to  his  farm  property,  he  is  a 
stockholder  in  the  Union  Grocery  Store  of  Rock¬ 
ford  and  the  founder  and  President  of  the  Rock¬ 
ford  Planing  Mill  Company,  which  was  incorpor¬ 


ated  with  a  capital  stock  of  $50,000.  lie  is  a  pub¬ 
lic-spirited  and  progressive  man  and  has  done 
much  for  the  interests  and  upbuilding  of  the 
count}7.  In  politics,  ho  is  a  supporter  of  Republi¬ 
can  principles,  and  himself  and  wife  arc  members 
of  the  First  Lutheran  Church  of  Rockford,  in  the 
work  of  which  they  have  taken  an  active  interest. 
Mr.  Rosander  served  as  ono  of  the  building  com¬ 
mittee  during  the  construction  of  that  large  house 
of  worship.  His  life  has  been  well  and  worthily 
spent,  thus  winning  him  the  confidence  and  high 
regard  of  all. 


IEVIN  EKSELTj.  The  Globe  Clothing Man- 
f®,  ufacturing  Company,  No.  1 105  .Sixth  Street, 
Rockford,  standing  prominently  forth  as 
one  of  the  most  notable  business  enterprises  of  the 
city,  was  established  in  May,  1890,  with  August 
Lundberg,  President;  Levin  Elcsoll,  Secretary,  and 
August P.  Floborg,  Treasurer.  They  employ  thirty 
men,  their  custom  cutter  being  A.  S.  Churn,  and 
their  commercial  cutter  F.  A.  Nordcll ;  they  have  live 
commercial  men  on  the  road  and  do  a  general 
pants  manufacturing  business  for  the  trade  ehiclly. 
They  have  met  wRh,  wonderful  success  in  this  en¬ 
terprise.  Mr.  Eksoil  was  ono  of  the  promoters  of 
the  business,  has  always  boon  a  stockholder  and  is 
now  a  Director.  Ho  came  to  Rockford  in  1887  ami 
since  then  has  turned  all  his  attention  to  this  par¬ 
ticular  busyiess,  and  has  mot  with  the  success  mer¬ 
ited.  He  is  a  capable  and  trustworthy  gentleman 
and  universally  popular  in  business  and  social 
circles. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Wester  Gothland  Prov¬ 
ince,  Sweden,  born  March  30,  3865,  and  received 
a  good  business  education  in  his  native  hind. 
From  the  age  of  ten  until  twonty-two,  he  was  clerk 
and  book-keeper  for  different  enterprises,  but  when 
he  reached  the  last-mentioned  age  ho  crossed  the 
ocean  to  America,  and  made  a  permanent  homo  in 
Rockford.  lie  was  for  some  time  in  the  Nelson 
Knitting  Factory,  but  subsequently  became  con¬ 
nected  with  the  business  in  which  ho  is  now  en¬ 
gaged. 
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The  second  in  order  of  birth  of  eight  children 
born  to  his  parents,  our  subject  was  the  only  one 
Of  the  family  to  venture  On  American  land.  The 
father,  A.  G.  Eksell,  is  a  practical  farmer  of  his  na¬ 
tive  country,  Sweden,  and  is  still  living,  as  is  also 
his  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Caroline  Lind¬ 
quist.  They  were  old  friends  and  neighbors  of 
the  late  .John  Nelson,  the  inventor,  of  Rockford. 
(See  sketch.) 

Levin  Eksell  was  married  in  Rockford  to  Miss 
Hildegard  Djulang,  a  native  of  Stockholm,  Swe¬ 
den,  in  which  city  she  was  reared  and  educated. 
In  1888,  she  emigrated  to  the  United  States,  and 
left  home  and  friends  to  form  new  tics  in  a 
strange  country.  Iler  father,  Eric  G.  Djulang, 
died  in  Stockholm  in  1972,  when  about  middle  age. 
His  wife  and  one  daughter  came  to  America 
in  June,  1892,  and  arc  residing  in  Rockford. 
Mrs.  Eksell  came  direct  to  Rockford  on  coming  to 
the  United  States,  and  was  subsequently  married 
to  our  subject.  They  have  two  nice  children, 
Esther  E.  and  Anna  C.  (twins).  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Eksell  arc  worthy  and  consistent  members  of  the 
Mission  Lutheran  church  and  Mr.  Eksell  is  now 
church  Secretary. 

a  ■  ' — ■  "“cso  :  ® 

*p|/  NT110NY  HAINES,  Vice-President  of  the 
mi\  Manufacturers’  Bank  and  an  influential 

Ilf  ®  citizen  of  Rockford,  was  born  in  Marietta, 
®JJ  Lancaster  County,  Pa.,  April  21,  1829. 
Ilis  father,  M'aj.  Frederick  Haines,  was  a  native  of 
May  town,  that  county,  his  birth  occurring  February 
9, 1799.  A.  M.  Haines,  of  Galena,  Ill.,  lias  published 
a  history  of  the  family  and  from  it  wo  find  that 
the  name  was  orginaliy  spelled  in  many  different 
ways,  viz;  Einea,  Eynes  and  Eymis.  At  a  later 
date  the  “11”  was  prefixed  and  the  name  has  been 
spelled  Haynes,  Heines  and  Haines.  The  Ilaiues 
families  had  their  origin  in  Shropshire,  one  of  the 
Western  counties  of  EucUiid,  and  in  Montgomery¬ 
shire,  Wales. 

The  grandfather  of  our  subject^, Anthony,  was 
horn  January  25,  1762.  His  ancestors  undoubt¬ 
edly  first  settled  in  Virginia,  as  in  the  “State  Land 
Patent  Books”  of  Virginia  are  found  many  entries 


of  An  thou  3r  Haines  as  early  as  1658.  “Anthony” 
is  a  rare  name  in  the  Haines  family,  except  in  the 
Lancaster  branch  of  the  family,  and  in  this  Vir¬ 
ginia  family,  whore  it  has  been  preserved  for  more 
than  one  hundred  .years.  The  first  settlement  of 
the  family  was  made  in  Chester  County,  Pa., 
whence  they  removed  to  Lampeter  Township,  Lan¬ 
caster  County,  the  same  State.  They  owned  the 
land  which  is  now  the  site  of  Lampeter  Square,  and 
the  village  was  first  called  Hainestown. 

From  there  Grandfather  Haines  removed  to  May- 
town,  and  purchased  a  large  tract  of  land  in  the 
vicinity  of  that  village  and  Marietta.  He  was  mar¬ 
ried  to  Susanna  Bauer,  who  was  born  in  May  town, 
April  9,  1765,  and  died  about  1840.  She  was  a  sis¬ 
ter  of  the  grandmother  of  Bayard  Taylor.  They 
had  a  family  of  eight  children, and  spent  their  last 
days  on  the  old  homestead,  where  the  grandfather 
died  April  28,  1814.  lie  was  quite  an  extensive 
farmer  for  those  days,  and  in  physique  was  large 
and  powerful,  as  were  all  the  members  of  the  fam¬ 
ily.  Ilis  mother,  Charlotte,  was  born  in  1739,  and 
died  in  1793.  Ilis  brother,  Col.  Henry,  was  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Legislature  in  1805,  and  built  the  pres¬ 
ent  brick  Reformed  Presbyterian  Church  in  May- 
town.  For  many  years  the  village  of  Maytown 
was  famous  for  her  militia,  and  the  representatives 
of  the  Haines  family  were  patriotic,  and  ready  at 
all  times  to  light  for  their  country. 

Frederick  Haines  was  reared  in  his  native  town, 
and  when  choosing  an.  occupation  for  himself  be¬ 
gan  farming  and  stock-raising  on  a  tract  of  three 
hundred  acres  of  land  which  he  owned  in  and 
around  Marietta.  There  he  remained  until  his  de¬ 
cease  which  occurred  in  May,  1846.  The  maiden 
name  of  his  second  wife,  the  mother  of  our  subject, 
was  Sarah  Guy.  She  was  born  in  Lancaster 
County  and  departed  this  life  in  Philadelphia, 
about  1866.  The  parents  of  our  subject  were  both 
members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

Anthony  Haines  of  this  sketch  received  a  good 
education  in  Marietta  and  continued  to  reside  un¬ 
der  the  parental  roof  until  after  his  father’s  death, 
when,  in  1848,  ho  emigrated  to  Ohio  and  clerked 
in  a  general  store  at  Buoy  ms.  He  later  formed  a 
partnership  with'Thcrou  Cummings  (now  President 
of  the  Grand  Detour  Plow  Company)  and  others, 
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taking  a  contract  to  build  a  part  of  tbs  Pittsburg, 
?  Ft.  Wayne  &  Chicago  Railroad  in  Ohio,  and  after 
completing  the  first  contract,  took  another,  engag¬ 
ing  to  build  the  road  from  Chicago  to  Valparaiso. 
Mr.  Haines  continued  in  that  line  of  work  until 
1854  when  he  came  to  Rockford  and  here  formed 
a  partnership  with  E.  A.  Kirk,  buying  and  shipping 
the  first  grain  on  the  Kenosha  Railroad.  He  con¬ 
tinued  actively  engaged  in  that  business  until 
1878,  and  in  1880,  with  other  gentlemen,  organized 
the  Rockford  Street  Railroad  Company  and  com¬ 
menced  the  building  of  the  present  system  of  street 
railways  in  Rockford.  He  was  elected  President 
and  General  Manager  of  the  company,  which  posi¬ 
tion  he  occupied  for  ten  years.  He  is  at  the  pres¬ 
ent  time  a  Director  of  the  company  and  Vice- 
President  of  the  Manufacturers’  National  Bank, 
and,  aside  from  the  duties  imposed  by  these  posi¬ 
tions,  lives  retired. 

April  25,  1854,  Mr.  Anthony  Haines  and  Miss 
Adeline  Rowse  were  united  in,  marriage.  The  lady 
was  born  in  Rucyrus,  Ohio,  April  18,  1832,  and 
was  a  daughter  of  Zalmon  Rowse,  a  native  of  Mas¬ 
sachusetts.  Her  father  later  removed  to  Crawford 
County,  Ohio,  wlsero  lie  purchased  a  tract  of  land, 
now  included  in  the  city  of  Bucyrns,  and  resided 
there  until  his  decease.  The  maiden  name  of  the 
mothek  of  Mrs.  Haines  was  Mehitabol  Kent,  a  na¬ 
tive  of  Massachusetts,  who  departed  this  life  at 
Rucyrus.  Mr.  Rowse  was  a  Whig  in  his  politi¬ 
cal  relations  and  filled  the  various  official  positions 
in  Crawford  County,  where  he  was  one  of  the  in¬ 
fluential  ancl  prominent  citizens. 

The  three /children  comprising  the  family  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Haines  are  named,  respectively,  Laura, 
Jessie  and  Frederick.  Laura  married  Wilfred  F. 
Rivers,  a  resident  of  Calgary,  Northwest  Territory, 
Canada,  and  they  have  two  children:  Edwin  and 
Climenia.  Frederick  married  Minnie  Rushncll  and 
they  have  one  son,  Anthony.  They  reside  in  a 
pleasant  home  at  Roekford. 

Mr.  Haines  has  served  as  a  member  of  the  County 
Board  of  Supervisors,  to  which  position  lie  lias  been 
ejected  for  eighteen  terms.  His  wife  is  a  member 
of  the  First  Congregational  Church,  and  interested 
in  all  religious  enterprises.  Socially,  our  subject  is 
connected  with  Rockford  LodgeNo.  102,  F.  &.  A.  M. 


lie  has  been  instrumental  in  promoting  the  welfare 
of  the  citizens  of  Rockford,  and,  while  a  member 
of  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  has  aided  the  progress 
of  the  material  interests  of  the  city  by  the  inaugu¬ 
ration  and  vigorous  support  of  important  measures. 

<17  ARS  M.  NOL1NG,  a  real-estate  dealer  of 
||  rfS,  Roekford,  was  born  in  Sweden, May  4, 1843, 
jlLJC  and  spent  the  days  of  his  boyhood  and 
youth  in  his  native  land.  When  twenty-one  years 
of  age  ho  crossed  the  Atlantic,  landing  in  New 
York  on  the  28th  of  June,  1864.  Ho  was  the 
first  of  his  family  to  come  to  this  country,  but 
later  the  father,  mother,  two  brothers  and  three 
sisters  sought  homes  in  the  New  World.  The 
father,  John  Noling,  is  still  living  at  the  nge  of 
eighty  years.  By  trade,  he  is  a  carpenter  and 
millwright  and  owned  a  mill  in  Sweden.  In  this 
country  he  followed  that  occupation  through¬ 
out  his  active  life.  Ilis  wife,  who  was  born  March 
18,  1816,  died  December  18,  1889.  Like  her  hus¬ 
band,  she  was  a  life-long  member  of  tho  Swedish 
Lutheran  Church. 

On  landing  in  this  country,  our  subject  came  at 
once  to  Rockford,  and  has  since  been  one  of  its 
leading  and  influential  Swcdisli  citizens,  lie  be¬ 
gan  by  doing  carpontor  work  for  N.  C.  Thompson, 
and  after  two  years  entered  the  employ  of  his 
uncle,  John  Nelson,  the  great  knitting  machine 
inventor.  He  then  went  back  to  Mr.  Thompson, 
in  whose  employ  lie  remained  for  more  than  fifteen 
years,  a  fact  which  indicates  his  trustworthiness 
and  faithful  discharge  of  duty.  Subsequently,  he 
purchased  eighty  acres  of  land,  all  of  which  arc  now 
within  the  city  limits,  and  has  since  boon  engaged 
in  the  real-estate  business.  The  entire  amount 
has  been  laid  out  in  city  lots,  with  tho  excep¬ 
tion  of  thirty  acres  occupied  by  the  Rockford 
Union  Furniture  Company.  He  has  also  erected 
many  beautiful  homes  on  the  land  lie  ovrns  and 
has  done  much  for  tho  upbuilding  of  tho  city.  Ho 
has  been  a  leafier  among  the  Swedish  people  in 
this  city  and  has  been  prominently  connected 
•with  many  enterprises  in  which  his  countrymen 
arc  interested.  Ho  is  now  President  of  the  Me-. 
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chanics’  Furniture  Company,  which  employs  about 
one  hundred  men;  President  of  the  Forest  City 
Bit  and  Tool  Company,  which  was  organized  in 
1889,  and  employs  some  twenty  hands;  President 
of  the  Union  Grocery  Company,  and  President 
and  Director  of  the  Rockford  Manufacturing 
Company.  Ho  is  President  of  the  Rockford  Foaten 
Company,  a  Swedish  newspaper;  President  of  the 
Scan  din  Coal  Company,  and  also  the  President  of 
the  Rockford  Furniture  and  Undertaking  Com¬ 
pany;  Vice-President  and  ll  .cetor  of  the  Royal 
Sowing  Machine  Company,  and  Vice-President  of 
the  Swedish  Homo  and  Building  Association.  In 
political  affairs,  ho  takes  an  active  interest  and  is 
a  stalwart  supporter  of  the  Republican  party,  I-Ic 
lias  been  a  member  of  the  County  Central  Com¬ 
mittee  for  some  twelve  years  and  docs  everything 
in  his  power  to  further  and  promote  the  Republican 
interests,  but  has  never  sought  or  desired  prefer¬ 
ment  for  himself,  though  his  party  has  urged  him 
to  become  a  candidate  for  tho  legislature  and  the 
county  conventions  wore  instructed  to  that  end. 

In  .this  city,  Mr.  Noting  wedded  Josephine 
Johnson,  who  was  born  in  Skafde,  Sweden,  Oct¬ 
ober  11,  1847,  and  is  a  daughter  of  Peter  and 
Mary  (Walgrcn)  Johnson,  natives  of  the  same 
place.  They  wore  farming  people  in  that  locality, 
and  in  June,  1854,  in  a  sailing-vessel  crossed  the 
Atlantic  to  Boston,  landing  on  the  18th  of  Sep¬ 
tember.  They  came  at  once  to  Rockford  where 
the  father  is  still  living.  He  was  born  October  8, 
1822.  His  wife,  who  was  born  September  15,  1822, 
died  October  20,  1890.  They  wore  members  of 
the  First  Lutheran  Swedish  Church  of  this  city. 
Mrs.  Nolan  is  the  oldest  of  six  children  and  the 
only  one  now  living.  By  her  marriage  she  has 
become  the  mother  of  two  children,  but  the  son, 
William  A.,  died  February  18, 1890,  at  the  age  of 
twenty-two.  He  was  educated  in  the  city  schools, 
had  graduated  from  the  Rockford  Business  College, 
and  was  book-koopot  in  tho  Manufacturers’  National 
Bank.  He  was  a  promising  young  man  and  bad 
many  friends  in  this  city.  Mary  S.,  the  daughter, 
is  an  accomplished  young  lady  residing  with  her 
parents.  ' 

Mr.  and  Mrs,  Noling  and  their  daughter  are 
members  of  the  First  Swedish  Lutheran  Church, 


of  which  he  has  been  a  Trustee  for  twenty-four 
years,  and  chairman  of  the  board  for  twenty  years. 
What  Mr.  Noling  has  done  fo  the  city  can¬ 
not  be  estimated  in  words.  It  wifi  be  seen  that 
he  is  connected  with  many  of  the  most  impor¬ 
tant  enterprises,  and  it  is  largely  through  his  in¬ 
dustry,  good  management  and  executive  ability 
that  these  have  been  successful.  Fair  and  upright 
in  all  his  dealings,  he  has  the  confidence  and  re. 
speet  of  all  who  know  lnm  and  is  highly  regarded. 
He  came  to  this  country  a  poor  man  hut  has 
worked  his  way  upward  to  a  position  of  wealth 
and  affluence  and  his  prosperity  is  truly  deserved. 
Mr.  Noling  is  erecting  a  handsome  residence  at  the 
corner  of  Kishwuukee  and  Fourteenth  Avenue,  at 
a  cost  of  $8,000,  which,  when  completed,  will  be 
the  handsomest  residence  in  East  Rockford,  it  be¬ 
ing  all  finished  with  hardwood — cherry,  oak  and 
S3'camore. 


NDREW  C.  JOHNSON,  who  is  Superin ten- 
mM  *  dent  and  a  Director  of  the  Forest  City 
Iff !  Furniture  Company,  is  one  of  the  promi- 
nent  Swedish  residen  ts  of  Rockford ,  where 
he  has  made  his  home  since  1855.  He  was  horn 
in  the  Province  of  Blaken,  Sweden,  August  16, 
1836,  and  when  about  eighteen  years  of  age  came 
to  America  with  the  family,  consisting  of  parents 
and  five  children.  They  sailed  on  a  two-mast 
brig,  and  after  a  wearisome  and  perilous  voyage  of 
ten  weeks,  landed  at  New  York,  but  one  of  the 
children,  Chesty,  had  sickened  and  died  during 
the  passage  and  was  buried  in  the  waters  of  the 
Atlantic.  The  family  came  on  by  the  Lakes  to 
Chicago  and  a  week  after  landing  in  this  country 
arrived  in  Rockford,  where  another  daughter, 
Erfga,  died  in  1855.  The  father,  Carl  Johnson, 
died  in  1861,  at  the  age  of  fifty-four  years.  He 
was  a  well-educated  nav.  and  came  of  a  wealthy 
and  respectable  family  of  Sweden.  Uis  wife  sur¬ 
vived  him  for  four  years  and  passed  away  in  1865, 
at  the  age  of  fifty-four.  Both  were  members  of 
tho  Lutheran  Church.  Two  brothers  of  our  sub¬ 
ject  arc  yet  living:  John,  a  farmer  of  Kansas,  and 
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Swan,  a  minor  of  Monmouth  mines  of  Utah.  One  Forest  City  Furniture  Company,  engross  the  atten- 

SiSter,  Lisssa,  is  the  wife  of  Nets  Pearson,  an  em-  tion  of  our  subject.  Me  is  a  stockholder  in  the  Rock- 

ployem  the  Forest  City  Furniture  Factory  of  ford  Manufacturing  Company  and  also  in  the  Iilec- 
Rockford.  ^  trie  Manufacturing  Company  of  tins  city.  Hisbusi- 

In  his  youth,  Andrew  Johnson  of  this  sketch  ness  career  has  been  a  success  and  through  his 

learned  the  cabinet-maker's  trade  and  followed  it  own  efforts,  good  management  and  perseverance, 

in  this  city  in  the  employ  of  others  until  18G5.  ho  lias  -Worked  his  wap  upward  to  a  position  of 
In  that  year,  in  company  with  John  Nelson  j^ncl  affluence.  He  now  has  a  valuable  property  and 
P.  G.  Hollom,  he  established  a  small  furniture  has  built  a  pleasant  homo  on  the  corner  of  Eighth 
manufactory,  and  after  three  years  became  sole  Street  and  Ninth  Avcnuo,  where  with  his  family 
proprietor,  running  the  business  on  his  own  ac-  he  now  resides, 
count  for  eighteen  years.  He  then  formed  a  part¬ 
nership  with  J.  P.  Anderson  and  together  they 
continued  operations  until  1870,  when  their  busi¬ 
ness  was  merged  into  the  furniture  business,  with  LBERT  C4.  "WALKER.  We  are  pleased  to 

Mr.  Johnson  at  the  head.  Mr.  Johnson  was  at  once  llO  present  the  sketch  of  this  honored  resident 

made  chief  Superintendent,  which  position  he  sLill  jffM  of  Rockford  to  our  readers— one  who  has 
holds.  He  is  also  a  Director  and  one  of  the  chief  aided  greatly  in  its  growth  and  devoiop- 

stockholders.  They  employ  from  two  hundred  to  ment.  Ho  was  born  in  Foster, Providence  County, 
three  hundred  men,  and  this  industry  is  one  of  the  R.  I.,  May  28,  1810,  and  is  a  son  of  Peleg  Walker, 
leading  enterprises  of  the  city.  The  furniture  in-  also  a  native  of  that  place,  as  was  also  Ins  father, 

terests  have  chiefly  been  developed  by  the  Swod-  William  Walker.  The  grandfather  of  our  subject 

ish  people,  not  the  least  of  whom  is  our  subject,  owned  a  farm  in  Foster  and  was  engaged  in  its 

In  fact,  he  has  been  connected  with  the, business  cultivation  throughout  life, 

from  its  beginning  in  Rockford,  all  of  the  other  Peleg  Walker  was  reared  and  married  in  his  na- 
factories  having  grown  out  of  this  ov  been  estab-  tive  town,  which  continued  to  lie  Ins  place  of  rosi- 
lished  since  it  was  started.  =  donee  until  his  decease  in  1822,  lie  was  for  a 

Mr.  Johnson  has  been  twice  married.  In  this  number  of  years  a  member  of  a  company  which  mmi- 

city  he  wedded  Mary  Hokinson,  a  native  of  Sweden,  ufacturod  cotton  goods.  He  married  Mary  Potter, 

who  came  to  the  United  States  in  1854,  and  died  who  was  born  in  the  same  town  as  was  her  bus- 

twenty  years  later,  leaving  three  children:  Hilda  band,  and  wns  the  daughter  of  William  and  Mary 

S.,  who  was  married  but  is  now  deceased ;  Caroline,  (Arnold)  Potter.  Our  subject  began  at  the  ago  of 

wife  of  Aug  Sandeen,  a  clerk  in  the  employ  of  eighteen  years  to  learn  the  trade  of  a  millwright, 

Stewart  &  Co.,  and  Theodore,  a  practical  carver  which  line  of  work  ho  followed  for  two  years,  and 

and  designer,  who  is  employed  as  foreman  of  the  then  wns  employed  in  the  capacity  of  a  carpenter 

carving  department  of  the  Forest  City  Furniture  by  one  man  for  eleven  years,  in  Brooklyn,  Wind- 

Company.  For  his  second  wife,  Mr.  Johnson  lmin  County,  Conn,  lie  later  engaged  as  a  con* 

chose  Miss  I-Iilmn  A.  Zeleem,  who  was  born  in  tra/'tor  and  builder  there,  where  he  was  successfully 

Sweden  and  when  a  young  lady  came  to  this  employed  until  1 850,  when  lie  came  West  to  visit 

country.  Three  children  grace  the  second  union:  this  country,  journeying  through  Wisconsin,  Iowa 

Alma  0.,  Caroline  and  Dwinnie  E.  Mr.  Johnson  and  Illinois,  which  trip  occupied  six  weeks.  After 

and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Lutheran  Church,  returning  home,  Mr.  Walker  received  a  letter  from 

of  which  he  served  as  Deacon  for  three  years  and  a  friend  who  told  him  of  a  tract  of  two  hundred 

is  now  Trustee.  In  politics,  lie  is  a  stalwart  Re-  and  forty  acres  of  land  for  sale  in  Scott  Township, 

publican  and  has  served  as  Supervisor  of  the  Ogle  County,  for  a  moderate  sum.  Our  subject 

Sixtli  Ward.  purchased  the  land,  and  made  a  location  upon  it  in 

Other  business  interests,  in  connection  with  the  the  fall  of  1859.  The  land  when  it  came  into  his 
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possession  was  in  its  primitive  condition;  and  lie  set 
industriously  about  clearing  and  improving  it, 
erecting  thereon  a  set  of  frame  buildings,  in  which 
he  made  his  home  until  1877.  At  that  time,  he 
rented  a  farm  and  came  to  Rockford,  whore  he 
purchased  property  and  erected  his  present  com¬ 
fortable  home. 

Albert  G.  Walker  and  Miss  Patience  Remington 
were  united  in  marriage  in  1832.  The  lady  was 
born  in  Pawtucket,  R,  L,  and  was  the  daughter  of 
Pclog  Remington.  She  departed  this  life  on  the 
farm  in  Ogle  County,  July  13,  1870,  and  our  sub¬ 
ject  was  again  married,  this  time  to  Emily  Bissel, 
the  date  thereof  being  1872.  Mrs.  Walker  was  born 
m  Andover,  Mass.,  and  died  in  Rockford  in  1888. 
Our  subject  was  again  married,  December  25,1889, 
to  Margaret  L.  (Ames)  Rice;  she  was  born  in  On¬ 
ondaga  County,  N.  Y.,  and  was  the  daughter  of 
John  and  Nancy  (Wilbur)  Ames,  and  the  widow 
Of  Albert  Rico.  She  died  February  2,  1891.  Mr. 
Walker  became  the  father  of  the  following  chil¬ 
dren  by  his  first  union;  Peleg  R.,  who  is  the  Super¬ 
intendent  of  the  City  Schools;  Martin,  now  de¬ 
ceased;  John,  who  resides  in  Chicago,  and  Ann 
Eliza,  who  married  Eugene  Moore,  and  is  now 
dead.  Mr.  Walker  is  a  member  of  the  Congrega¬ 
tional  Church,  and  in  politics,  is  a  Republican. 

Jl|  OIIN  II,  HALL.  The  original  of  this  biogra- 
I  phy,  and  of  the  accompanying  portrait,  was 
j|  bom  in  Connecticut,  in  1808,  and  died  at 
y  his  pleasant  homo  in  Rockford,  in  1882,  at 
the  age  of  seven ty-four  years,  respected  by  all 
who  know  him.  Ho  was  a  prominent  and  loading 
Citizen,  and  Ida  death  proved  a  loss  to  the  entire 
community.  His  father,  a  Connecticut  farmer,  died 
when  John  was  a  boy.  llis  mother  was  afterward 
again  married,  and  in  1832  the  family  removed  to 
Kingsville,  Ashtabula  County,  Ohio,  where  the 
mother  and  stepfather  spent  the  remainder  of  their 
lives. 

John  Hail  there  grew  to  manhood  and  was  first 
married,  his  union  being  with  Miss  Dickinson,  an 
estimable  young*  lady  of  Ashtabula  County.  He 
then  engaged  in  business  as  a,  merchant  and 
hotel-keeper  in  Conueaut,  Ohio,  until  about 


1855,  when,  with  his  family,  he  came  to  Illi¬ 
nois,  locating  in  Rockford.  Here  lie  engaged 
in  the  grocery  business  for  some  years,  and 
after  acquiring  a  competency  thereby,  retired 
from  active  business  life.  He  took  quite  a  promi¬ 
nent  part  in  publi«  affairs,  served  as  Alderman  of 
the  First  Ward  for  some  time  and  while  a  member 
of  the  City  Council  was  on  the  Building  and 
Bridge  Committee.  He  was  also  one  of  the  School 
Board  and  had  the  management  of  the  school 
property  under  his  administration.  Nearly  all  of 
the  trees  that  now  shade  and  adorn  the  public 
school  properties  were  set  out  under  his  instruc¬ 
tion. 

Mrs.  Hall  died  in  Rockford,  leaving  one  daugh¬ 
ter,  Mary  A.,  now  the  wife  of  II.  N.  Baker,  a  prom¬ 
inent  attorney  and  real-estate  dealer  of  Rockford. 
Mr.  Hall  was  again  married,  in  Kingsville,  Ohio, 
his  second  union  being  with  Mrs.  Mary  E.  Mills, 
nee  King,  who -was  born  in  Ellington,  Conn.,  and 
when  eight  years  of  age  went  to  Kingsville  with 
her  parents,  Jeremiah  and  Esther  (Ward)  King, 
who  located  on  a  farm,  where  they  spent  the  re¬ 
mainder  of  their  lives.  Mr.  King  was  called  to 
his  final  rest  at  the  age  of  ninety  years,  and  his 
wife  passed  away  in  the  eighty-fourth  year  of  her 
ago.  Their  daughter,  Mary  E.,  was  reared  on  her 
father’s  farm  and  became  a  teacher  in  the  public 
schools.  Later  she  gave  her  hand  in  marriage  to 
William  Mills,  a  merchant  of  Geneva,  Ohio,  who 
died  in  that  place  in  the  prime  of  life. 

IJntO  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hall  have  been  born  two 
children:  Henry,  who  was  educated  in  the  city 
schools,  was  formerly  engaged  in  business  as  a 
real-estate  agent  in  the  West,  but  was  injured  by 
being  thrown  from  a  carriage,  after  which  he  re¬ 
turned  to  Rockford  and  now  makes  his  home  with 
his  mother.  He  wedded  Hattie  E.  Crosby,  of  this 
county,  who  was  reared  in  this  city  and  educated 
in  the  Rockford  High  School,  the  Female  Semin¬ 
ary  of  Rockford,  and  at  Bradford,  Mass.  Helen, 
the  only  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hall,  acquired 
her  earty  education  in  Rockford,  was  afterward  a 
student  at  Gambier,  Ohio,  in  Harcourt  Place,  a  fe¬ 
male  seminary,  from  which  she  graduated.  She  is 
now  a  teacher  iu  the  primary  department  of  Mon¬ 
tague. 
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Mrs.  Hall  and  her  children  are  members  of  the 
State  Street  Baptist  Church.  Mr.  Hall  belonged 
to  the  First  Congregational  Church  and  took  an 
active  interest  in  its  work.  In  politics,  ho  was  a 
Republican.  A  man  of  unimpeachable  character, 
his  integrity  was  aboye  question,  and  he  had  the 
confidence  and  respect  of  his  fellow-townsmen  to 
the  fullest  degree.  His  wife  is  an  estimable  lady 
and  all  who  know  her  learn  to  love  lver. 


¥  ALTER  VAN  ALSTYNE  a  successful  and 
competent  contractor  and  builder,  located 
at  No*  512  Elm  Street,  with  a  fine  and 
commodious  residence  near,  has  made  his  homo  in 
Rockford  the  principal  part  of  the  time  since  1861. 
As  to  his  skill  and  ability  as  a  contractor  and 
builder,  perhaps  no  greater  compliment  could  be 
paid  him  than  to  point  oi?,t  those  monuments  of 
his  handiwork  which  now  grace  so  many  of  the 
streets  of  this  city.  He  has  been  a  carpenter,  me¬ 
chanic  and  builder  from  early  youth,  and  is,  as  all 
will  acknowledge,  an  adept  of  high  order.  For  a 
short  time  lie  was  a  resident  of  Lincoln,  Neb.,  and 
many  Of  the  fine  buildings  of  that  city  were  erected, 
by  him.  s 

Filled  with  a  patriotic  desire  to  aid  his  country’s 
cause,  he  enlisted  in  the  Union  army  in  the  fall  of 
1862,  as  a  private  in  Company  D,  Seventy-fourth 
Illinois  Infan  try, under  Col.  Marsh  and  Capt.  Doug¬ 
las,  The  regiment  was  in  tho  Army  of  the  Tennes¬ 
see,  and  fought  at  the  battles  of  Perry villc  and 
Stone  River.  Mr.  Van  Alstyne  fought  bravely  in 
defense  of  the  Union,  was  ever  at  his  post,  and 
escaped  without  injury.  Ho  was  honorably  dis¬ 
charged  on  account  of  disability,  and  at  the  end 
of  one  year  of  recuperation,  he  joined  the  Gov¬ 
ernment  Construction  Corps,  with  which  lie  re¬ 
mained  in  Virginia  for  some  time,  or  until  the  war 
closed. 

Mr.  Van  Alstyne  claims  Massachusetts  as  his  na¬ 
tive  State,  and  was  born  at  Walford,  Berkshire 
County,  in  1815.  He  remained  there  until  about 
nineteen  years  Of  age,  when  he  came  to  Rockford, 
having  learned  the  carpenter’s  trade  before  lie  left 


Massachusetts.  His  father,  Lawrence  Van  Alstyne, 
was  a  native  of  Dutchess  County,  N.  Y.,  and  came 

of  sturdy  Dutch  ancestry,  his  forefathers  being  pio¬ 
neers  Of  the  Mohawk  Valley,  N.  Y.,  where  tho  fam¬ 
ily  was  well  known  and  very  prominent,  they  hav¬ 
ing  lived  through  tho  Indian  troubles  of  that  day. 
Lawrence  Van  Alstyne  learned  the  mechanic’s  trade 
and  builder  while  growing  up,  and  followed  this 
for  a  number  of  yoars  in  his  native  county.  Ho 
selected  his  wife  from  Dutchess  County,  a  Miss 
Eliza  Crandall,  who  was  born  and  reared  in  the 
same  county,  and  who  was  a  descendant  of  one  of 
the  old  pioneer  families  of  Dutchess  County.  Not 
many  years  after  their  marriage,  Mr.  Van  Alstyne 
and  wife  moved  to  Berkshire  County,  Mass.,  and 
there  the  former  breathed  bis  last  in  1864,  when 
about  sixty  years  of  ago.  He  had  been  a  skillful 
mechanic,  a  quiet,  worthy  citizen,  and  one  who  was 
universally  respected.  His  wife,  who  is  yet  living 
and  who  has  remained  faithful  to  his  memory,  is 
now  living  with  a  daughter,  Mrs.  Julius  Corbett, 
of  Canaan,  Conn.  She  is  now  about  eighty  years 
of  age  and  is  prominently  identified  with  the 
Methodist  Church. 

Our  subject  is  the  second  sou  and  child  of  eighth 
children  born  to  his  parents,  seven  of  whom  arc 
yet  living  and  married.  One  resides  in  the  Lone 
Star  Stato  and  five  make  their  homo  in  tlio  East. 
Walter  Van  Alstyne,  of  this  sketch,  was  married  in 
Rockford  to  Miss  Mary  Blanchard,  who  was  born 
in  Illinois,  in  the  county  of  Joe  Daviess,  and  who 
was  reared  and  educated  in  Winnebago  County. 
She  is  a  lady  possessed  of  many  brilliant  attain¬ 
ments  and  was  a  teacher 'for  a  number  of  yoars  be¬ 
fore  marriage.  Their  union  lias  been  blessed  by 
the  birth  of  two  children,  both  sons:  Walter  V., 
was  educated  in  tho  High  School  and  is  book¬ 
keeper  in  tho  Rockford  City  Railroad  office,  and 
Ray  B.,  also  educated  in  tho  High  School. 

Mrs.  Van  Alstyno’a  father, Rev.  Richard  Blanchard, 
was  a  native  of  New  York,  and  4 man  of  education. 
In  early  life  ho  became  a  clergyman  in  tho  Method¬ 
ist  Episcopal  Church,  and  emigrated  to  Illinois 
when  that  State  was  sparsely  settled.  He  was  a 
pioneer  preacher  and  one  of -the  early  circuit  riders, 
and  followed  his  ministerial  duties  until  his  death, 
which  occurred  while  he  was  in  Belvidcro,  Boono 
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County,  although  he  was  residing  and  preaching 
at  St.  Charles,  Ill.  He  died  very  suddenly  of  par¬ 
alysis  of  the  heart.  Ho  was  a  man  possessed  of 
many  virtues  of  mind  and  heart  and  had  a  host 
of  acquaintances  and  friends  in  North  Illinois, 
where  his  life  work  was  performed,  Ilis  wife,  who 
is  still  living,  finds  a  pleasant  home  with  her 
daughter,  Mrs.  Van  Alstyno,  and  is  a  well-informed 
lady,  being  an  extensive  reader.  She  is  now  about 
sixty-five  years  Of  age.  Her  maiden  name  was 
Mary  E.  Brooks.  She  has  ever  been  a  devoted 
Christian  woman  and  is  possessed  of  many  virtues. 

The3 original  of  this  notice  and  his  worthy  wife 
are  members  of  the  Court  Street  Methodist  Episco¬ 
pal  Church  and  are  well  respected  in  the  com¬ 
munity,  Mr.  Van  Alstyno  is  a  Republican  in  his 
political  principles,  and  is  a  member  of  the  G.  W, 
L.  Novins  Post,  G.  A.  R.,  No.  1,  and  is  ex-Sonior 
Vice-Commander.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the 
Masonic  order,  Blue  Lodge,  Star  in  the  East  No. 
166,  and  is  High  Priest  of  Winnebago  Chapter 
No.  24,  in  which  he  has  filled  all  the  chairs.  He  is 
Past  Eminent  Commander  of  Crusader  Command- 
ery  No.  17,  and  is  a  member  of  the  Woodmen  and 
Workmen  Insurance  orders, 

EORGK  LEAMAN  is  classed  among  tho 
((( ra  leading  agriculturists  of  Flora  Township, 
Boone  County,  whore  ho  has  a  finely-im¬ 
proved  farm.  Ho  was  born  in  Licking  County, 
Ohio,  July  5,  1820,  and  is  tho  son  of  Daniel  Lea- 
man  who  had  his  birth  in  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  where 
also  his  father,  Jacob  Lcaman,  was  born,  and,  as  far 
as  is  known,  spent  his  entire  life. 

The  father  of  our  subject  learned  the  trade  of  a 
carpenter  in  the  Quaker  City  and  a  few  yea-s 
after  his  marriage  removed  to  Licking  County, 
where  lie  purchased  a  small  farm  seventeen  miles 
from  Newark.  There  lie  was  engaged  in  carrying 
on  his  farm  and  prosecuting  his  trade  until  his 
decease.  The  lady  to  whom  ho  was  married  was 
Miss  Mary  Wnggnor,  also  a  native  of  Philadelphia, 
Pa.,  and  the  daughter  of  John  and  Polly  Waggner; 
she  departed  this  life  in  Licking  County. 

George  Leaman  of  this  sketch  was  reared  and 


educated  in  his  native  county,  and  when  twenty- 
three  years  of  age  came  to  this  county,  starting 
hither  on  the  4th  of  September,  1843,  in  company 
with  Benjamin  Marble,  who  furnished  the  buggy 
while  our  subject  supplied  the  hors6.  After  driv¬ 
ing  a  distance  of  fifty  miles  from  home,  they  sent 
the  horse  back  and  Started  on  foot  with  all  their 
possessions  in  a  Satchel.  They  walked  twenty 
miles  to  Lake  Huron,  where  they  embarked  on  a 
steamer  which  conveyed  them  to  Canada,  They 
then  went  by  way  of  railroad  toWindsor,  from  there 
to  Detroit,  then  across  the  State  of  Michigan  to 
St.  Joseph  by  means  of  the  railroad,  and  thence  by 
steamer  to  Chicago.  At  that  time  the  Garden 
City  was  little  more  than  a  village  and  as  there 
were  no  railroads  in  the  locality,  the  gentlemen 
hired  a  team  to  take  them  to  Ottawa,  Ill.  The 
homes  being  mired  before  they  got  out  of  the  city, 
they  at  once  abandoned  the  teams  and  walked  to 
that  place,  where  they  remained  for  four  weeks. 
At  the  end  of  that  time,  Mr.  Lcaman  and  his  com¬ 
panion  came  to  Boone  County,  this  time  on  horse¬ 
back,  Mr.  Marble  having  borrowed  an  animal 
which  one  would  ride  two  miles  and  then  walk 
that  distance  while  the  other  rode.  In  that  man¬ 
ner  they  made  the  journey  in  one  day  to  this 
county. 

At  the  time  Mr.  Lcaman  came  hither,  the  coun¬ 
try  was  sparsely  settled  and  the  greater  portion  of 
tho  land  was  still  owned  by  the  Government.  He 
had  often  heard  of  Hieks’  Mills,  which  lie  supposed 
to  be  a  village,  hut,  on  going  hitlier  found  it  con¬ 
tained  a  sawmill  and  two  log  houses.  Our  subject 
and  his  friend  Mr.  Marble  on  arriving  there  were 
very  hungry  after  their  long  journey  from  Ottawa 
and  asked  for  something  to  eat  at  one  of  the 
houses.  A  lady  took  some  cornmeal  and  mixed  it 
with  water  which  was  placed  on  a  board  before 
the  open  fire  to  bake.  That  with  some  fried  pork 
constituted  their  supper. 

Our  subject  spent  the  first  winter  in  Boone 
County  with  a  brother  and  the  following  spring 
commenced  to  work  in  a  gristmill  on  the  Kish- 
waukee  River.  About  a  year  later,  lie  bought' 
eighty  acres  of  Government  land,  on  section  29, 
Flora  Township,  which  he  located  upon  and  oper¬ 
ated,  He  also  worked  at  liis  trade  as  a  millwright 
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for  two  years,  as  he  found  farming  very  slow  work 
there  being  no  railroads  for  many  years,  so  that 
the  people  were  compelled,  to  haul  their  grain  to 
Chicago  to  market.  Mr.  Lcaman  later,  worked  at 
the  carpenter’s  trade, still  residing  on  the  farm,  a 
part  of  which  is  still  owned.  In  1883,  he  rented 
his  estate  and  purchased  his  present  home  on  sec¬ 
tion  21. 

January  1,  1841,  our  subject  and  Deborah  Ben¬ 
nett,  who  was  born  in  Genesee  County,  N.  Y., 
were  united  in  marriage.  Mrs.  Leaman  was  the 
daughter  of  Alva  and  Lottie  Bennett  and  died 
June  5,  1838.  Mrs.  Lucy  M.  (Hungerford)  Rossi  ter, 
the  lady  to  whom  our  subject  was  united  in  mar¬ 
riage,  December  30,  1891,  was  born  in  Carpenter, 
Chenango  Coun  ty,  N.  Y.,  March  1 5 ,  1 835.  Her  fa¬ 
ther,  Bele  Hungerford,  was  a  native  of  the  Empire 
Shste  and  was  the  son  of  James  and  Rachel  Ilun- 
gerford,  natives  of  Massachusetts.  Her  father  in 
1844  emigrated  to  the  Territory  of  Wisconsin 
where  he  purchased  a  tract  of  land  in  Rock- 
County.  He  improved  a  farm  of  one  hundred  and  j 
sixty  acres,  upon  which  he  resided  until  1882, 
when  he  went  to  Minnesota  and  there  departed 
this  life  in  April,  1884;  his  wife  died  in  December 
of  that  year.  Mrs.  Leaman  was  first  married  in 
Wisconsin  to  Edward  S.  Rossi  ter,  a  native  of  Eng¬ 
land,  who  was  brought  by  bis  parents  to  America 
when  two  years  of  age.  He  was  a  stone  and  brick 
mason  by  trade  and  died  in  1880.  By  her  union 
with  Mr.  Rossiter  one  daughter  was  born,  Georgia 
L,  The  first  marriage  of  our  subject  resulted  in 
the  birth  of  the  following-named  seven  children: 
Clias.  W.,  Charlotte,  Silas,  Francis,  Mary,  William 
and  Fred, 

STIGMAS  J.  DERWENT.  As  an  evidence  of 
the  immense  strides  of  the  manufacturing 
apd  commercial  interests  of  the  city  of 
Rockford  in  the  last  decade  or  two,  no  better  in¬ 
stance  can  be  produced  than  the  vast  progress 
made  by  the  T.  J.  Derwent  Manufacturing  Com¬ 
pany,  of  which  Mr.  Derwent  is  President.  This 
company  produces  sash,  doors,  blinds,  etc,,  and  all 
kinds  of  house-finishing  supplies,  and  is  run  by 


water  power.  Twenty-five  men  are  employed  all 
the  time  and  this  is  one  of  the  leading  industries 
of  the  kind  in  Rockford.  The  business  was  es¬ 
tablished  by  Mr.  Derwent  in  1866,  and  was  car¬ 
ried  on  in  his  name  until  January  l,  1890,  when  it 
was  incorporated  and  he  was  made  President. 
His  father,  Thomas  Derwont,  was  Vice-President 
until  his  death  on  the  9th  of  October,  1891,  and  a 
brother  of  our  subject,  Luther,  is  now  Secretary 
and  Treasurer, 

Mr.  Derwent  was  one  of  the  promoters  ami  is 
ex-President  and  Director  of  the  Stand  in  Furni¬ 
ture  Company,  and  a  prominent  stockholder  in  the 
same.  He  is  also  Alderman  of  the  Third  Ward, 
and  is  now  filling  his  seventh  consecutive  term. 
He  is  one  of  the  city's  most  progressive  and  public- 
spirited  citizens,  and  one  of  its  oldest  settlers, 
having  located  hero  as  early  as  1859,  and  has  been 
a  resident  of- the  county  since  1842. 

His  birth  occurred  in  Rochester,  Yates  County, 
N.  Y.,  on  the  14th  of  September,  1841,  and  he  is 
I  of  English  descent,  his  father,  Thomas  Derwont, 
having  been  a  native  of  Derbyshire, England,  born 
April  8,  1809.  The  latter  grow  to  manhood  in 
Sheffield  and  Manchester,  was  married  in  the  Old 
Country,  and  later, with  his  wife,  father,  mother  and 
other  members  of  the  family,  came  to  the  United 
States,  sailing  from  Liverpool  and  landing  in 
New  York  City  in  1840.  Thera  they  remained 
about  a  year,  and,  then,  in  1842,  came  Westward 
to  Illinois,  settling  on  a  new  farm  in  Pecatonica 
Township,  where  they  soon  had  a  comfortable 
home.  Later,  Thomas  Derwent  established  a  saw 
and  grist  mill,  in  Durand  Township  and  there  re¬ 
mained  until  1859,  when  he  moved  his  business 
to  Rockford,  continuing  the  same  until  1881,  when 
ho  sold  out.  Ho  was  a  well-known  and  prominent 
man  of  the  city  and  was  at  one  time  Supervisor  of' 
the  Third  Ward.  In  politics,  ho  was  an  active 
Republican,  and,  in  religion,  lie  was  a  worthy 
member  of  the  Second  Congregational  Clutrcb. 
His  parents  both  died  in  this  county  when  full  of 
years.  Their  names  were  Thomas  and  Hannah 
(Brad well)  Derwont,  respectively,  and  they  were 
classed  among  the  best  citizens  of  the  county, 

The  wife  of  Thomas  Derwent  (rather  of  our sul> 
jeet)  was  formerly  Miss  Betsy  Garskle,  and  she 
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now  resides  at  the  old  home  place,  No.  310  South 
Church  S treat,  Rockford.  She  was  born  in  Eng¬ 
land  and  mnrriod  there,  and  soon  after  emigrated 
with  her  husband  to  America.  She  is  now  eighty- 
two  years  of  age.  She  was  roared  an  Episcopalian. 

Thomas  J.  Derwent  was  married  in  Rockford  to 
Miss  Emma  Walling,  a  native  of  the  Empire  State, 
but  who  came  to  Rockford  with  her  parents,  De¬ 
witt  C.  and  Harriet  A.  (Boyce)  Walling,  when 
quite  young.  Her  father  was  a  builder  and  archi¬ 
tect  by  trade  and  was  an  industrious,  upright  citi¬ 
zen.  Both  parents  are  now  deceased,  their  deaths 
occurring  in  this  county,  and  both  held  member¬ 
ship  iu  tire  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Derwent  became  the  parents  of  one 


began  farming  and  soon  after  his  marriage  engaged 
iu  the  lumber  business,  in  which  he  was  more  than 
ordinarily  successful.  From  Cornish  he  removed  to 
Denmark,  where  he  was  residing  at  the  time  of  his 
death,  in  January ,  1841.  The  maiden  name  of  his 
wife  was  Nancy  Hayes.  She  had  her  birth  i\ 
Dover,  N.  H.,  and  departed  this  life  at  Belviderc 
in  1865.  John  P.  Smith  was  reared  in  a  Baptist 
Church  but  later  joined  the  Congregationalisls 
and  was  an  influential  member  of  that  body  until 
his  decease.  The  family,  in  which  Mrs,  Ingalls 
was  the  fourth  in  order  of  birth,  bore  the  respect¬ 
ive  names  of  Oliver  M.  P.,  Joseph,  Elizabeth, 
Charlotte  and  Clarissa.  She  was  given  a  good  ed¬ 
ucation  in  her  native  town  and  later  attended  the 


child,  Albert,  a  bright,  promising  young  man,  wlio  academy  at  Freyburg  and  also  at  North  Bridgton, 
died  when  nineteen  years  Of  age.  Both  are  worthy  Me. 

members  of  the  Christian  Union  Church.  Socially,  Our  subject  was  born  in  Denmark,  Me.,  Novem- 
Mf.  Derwent;.'^  ainernbcr  of  the  Blue  Lodge,  Chap-  ber  26,  1810.  He  was  one  of  the  prominent  mer- 
ter  and  Command*  C'\.A.  F.  &  A.  M.,of  Rockford,  chants  in  his  native  place  and  resided  there  until 

and  is  also  a  member  of  the  Anciejifc  Order  of  1851  at  ’which  time  lie  came  to  Boone  County. 

United  Workmen.  In  politics,  he  is  a  Democrat.  lie  and  his  wife  became  the  parents  of  one  son, 

Rufus,  who  was  born  June  11,  1847.  He  married 
Miss  Emily  Dun  well,  and  died  April  7,  1889,  leav¬ 
ing  two  children,  Clara  and  Gertrude.  Our  sub- 

(;^R1UN  B.  INGALLS,  deceased,  came  to  Boone  ject  was  a  prominent  member  of  the  Presbyterian 

)Jj  County  in  1851.  lie  was  a  gentleman  Church  in  Belvidore,  where  he  was  held  in  high 

whose  lifo  demonstrated  the  fact  that  perse-  esteem  by  those  to  whom  his  character  and  attain- 

vcranco  and  zeal  will  prevail  to  conquer  ctrcum-  meats  were  known.  Mrs.  Ingalls  is  also  Identified 


stances  and  gain  a  competence  for  him  who  exer- 
cises  those  qualities.  He  owned  an  excellent  farm 
in  Belviderc  Township,  which  his  sou  managed, 
and  made  his  homo  in  the  village  until  April  10, 
1889,  the  date  of  his  decease. 

The  lady  whom  Mr.  Ingalls  married,  December 
25,  1845,  was  Miss  Nancy  H.  Smith,  who  was  bom 
December  14,  1810,  in  Denmark,  Oxford  County, 
Me.  Her  father,  John  P.  Smith,  was  a  native 
of  Exeter,  N.  II.,  where,  it  is  supposed,  his  father, 
Rev.  Joseph  Smith,  was  born.  He  was  a  preacher 
in  the  Baptist  Church  and  hold  a  charge  in  Corn¬ 
ish,  Me.,  where  his  decease  occurred  at  the  age  of 
forty-five  years. 

The  father  of  Mrs.  Ingalls  was  a  young  man 
when  his  parents  removed  to  the  Pine  Tree  State, 
where  he  was  given  a  good  education  and  for  a 
time  was  engaged  in  teaching  school,  Later  lie 


with  the  Presbyterian  Church  and  is  a  lady  of 
kindly  and  hospitable  nature. 

Their  many  friends  who  hold  their  memory 
dear  will  be  pleased  to  notice  in  this  connection 
the  lithographic  portraits  of  Orrin  B.  Ingalls  and 
his  son  Rufus. 


ERIN  ST.' JOHN,  who  for  eight  years  has  en¬ 
gaged  in  carrying  on  the  Chicago,  Burling¬ 
ton  &  Quincy  Eating  House,  and  who  is 
numbered  among  the  early  settlers  of  Rockford  of 
1853,  is  a  native  of  Wcedsport,  N.  Y.,  bom  in 
1816.  He  comes  of  an  old  New  England  family  that 
was  founded  in  America  long  prior  to  the  Revolu¬ 
tionary  War,  HLs  father,  John  St,  John,  was  a 
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native  of  Connecticut,  but  removed  to  Cayuga 
County,  N.  Y.,  where  he  died  at  the  advanced  age 
of  nearly  ninety  years.  As  a  farmer,  ho  lived 
a  quiet,  unassuming  life  and  was  respected  by 
all  who  knew*  him.  In  politics,  he  was  a  Whig 
and  anti-Mason,  and  in  religious  belief  was  a  Bap¬ 
tist,.  His  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Eiumarilla 
Bristol,  was  also  a  consistent  member  of  the  Bap¬ 
tist  Church,  and  her  earnest  Christian  life  won  her 
the  love  of  all. 

No  event  of  special  importance  occurred  during 
the  boyhood  of  our  subject.  After  attaining  to 
mature  years  in  the  county  of  his  nativity,  he  led 
to  the  marriage  altar  Miss  Eliza  M.  Baylis,  who 
Tvas  there  born  and  reared,  and  is  a  sister  of  Mrs. 
R.  C.  Jilson,  whose  sketch  appears  on  another  page 
of  this  work.  Their  union  has  been,  blessed  with 
two  children,  who  are  yet  living,  hour  others  at e 
deceased,  three  having  died  at  about  the  same  time 
of  scarlet  fever.  Marshall  B.  is  now  a  member  of  ! 
the" firm  known  as  the  Rhodes-Utter  Manufactur¬ 
ing  Company,  of  which  he  is  Secretary.  He  was 
also  private  secretary  to  the  late  Levi  Rhodes,  of 
whose  estate  he  is  now  administrator.  He  wedded 
Ella  Day,  of  this  city,  and  they  have  a  pleasant 
home  on  North  Court  Street.  Addie  L.,  the  only 
living  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.. St.  John,  is  one  of 
the  finest  vocalists  in  Rockford.  She  is  now  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  choir  in  the  Second  Congregational 
Church.  For  nine  years  she  was  a  successful 
teacher  in  the  Rockford  Female  Sominnry.  She 
received  the  best  vocal  instructions  to  be  obtained 
in  this  State,  and  has  just  recently  completed  her 
musical  education  in  a  large  conservatory  of  music 
in  London,  under  the  instruction  of  Prof.  Shakes¬ 
peare. 

Mr.  St.  John  first  came  to  Rockford  in  1853,  and 
began  business  as  a  member  of  the  grocery  firm  of 
St.  John  &  Jilson.  After  some  years  the  partner¬ 
ship  wasClissolved,  and  he  began  business  on  bis 
own  account.  As  before  stated,  ho  has  run  the  eat¬ 
ing  house  for  the  past  eight  years,  and  has  met 
with  most  excellent  success,  his  establishment  be¬ 
ing  well  worthy  Of  the  liberal  patronage  which  it 
receives.  Mr.  St.  John  is  recognized  as  one  of  the 
leading  and  valued  citizens  of  the  community,  as 
well  as  one  of  the  early  settlers.  He  now  resides 


at  his  pleasant  home  on  Horseman  Street,  where  ho 
has  a  double  house,  part  of  which  is  rented,  in 
politics,  he  supports  the  Republican  party,  llis 
wife  is  a  member  of  the  Baptist  Church,  and  both 
have  many  friends  throughout  the  community  and 
rank  high  in  social  circles. 


ATTI1EW  BLAIR,  who  is  engaged  in  the 
operation  of  his  oighty-acro  farm  on  sec¬ 
tion  84,  Cherry  Valley  Towusliip,  was 
born  in  Scotland  in  1828,  and  is  a  son  of 
John  and  Jennie  (Barr)  Blair,  both  of  whom  were 
natives  of  Argylcshire,  Scotland.  They  came  to 
America  in  1852.  Two  years  previous,  at  the  age 
. . i...  n«iH  Am*  stilvipct  had  hade  crood- 


bye  to  home  and  friends,  and  with  seven  young 
neighbors  of  Campbell  town,  took  passage  on  the 
sailing-vessel,  “  Sarah.”  They  called  the  boat K1  ho 
Lazy  Sarah,'’  as  tho  voyage  lasted  for  eight  long 
weeks.  From  Now  York  ho  and  his  comrades  went 
by  boat  to  Albany,  and  by  canal  to  Buffalo.  On  one 
of  these  trips  they  saw  for  the  first  time  a  Held  of 
corn,  then  in  silk,  and  one  of  tho  young  men, 
plucking  some  of  it,  rubbed  it  in  his  bands  ns  bo 
would  wheat  or  barley,  to  see  what  kind  of  seed  is 
grew.  At  Buffalo,  Mr,  Blair  and  others  of  the 
party,  tqOk'  a  steamer  to  Sandusky,  Ohio,  and  from 
there  Went  to  Cincinnati  by  tho  Little  Miami  Rail¬ 
road,  then  the  only  railroad  into  that  city.  Our 
subject  there  tried  to  find  work,  but  failing, 
he  walked  to  a  country  village  named  Reading, 


and  hired  to  Richard  Jackson,  a  Scotch  farmer,  for 
$10  per  month.  He  worked  for  that  gentleman 
for  two  years,  and  then  spent  about  a  year  in  the 
employ  of  Jerry  Dunn,  an  extensive  agriculturist. 

In  August,  1853,  Mr.  Biair  was  joined  in  wed¬ 
lock  with  Miss  Anna  Clark,  for  whom  ho  had  sent 
to  his  own  native  heath.  She  is  a  daughter,  of 
Samuel  and  Margaret  (Templeton)  Clark,  farming 
people  of  Argylcshire.  The  young  couple  removed 
from  Ohio  to  Boone  County,  Ky„  whore  Mr.  Blair 
took  charge  of  the  farm  of  Isaac  Stroub.  Two 
years  later,  in  185!),  he  removed  with  his  wife  and 
two  children  to  Middletown,  Ohio,  where  he 
worked  in  a  paper  mill.  Ho  learned  the  business, 
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and  received  $13  per  week,  but  in  1880  he  gave 
up  that  position,  and,  with  his  family,  came  to  Ill¬ 
inois,  locating  upon  his  present  farm  in  Cherry 
Valley  Township.  It  has  now  been  his  home  for 
about  twelve  years.  In  connection  with  general 
farming  he  raises  some  line  Durham  cattle,  and 
keeps  On  hand  eight  cows  for  dairy  purposes.  The 
batter  made  finds  a  ready  sale  in  the  Rockford 
market  on  account  of  the  excellent  quality. 

Mr.  and  Mrs,  Blair  have  lost  two  daughters: 
Margaret,  who  was  born  September  8,  1854,  and 
died  at  the  age  of  seven  weeks;’ and  Margaret,  the 
second  of  that  name,  who  was  born  November  14, 
1.861,  aud  died  March  11,  1864.  The  living  chil¬ 
dren  of  the  family  are:  John  C.;  Flora  J.,  wife  of 
Thomas  Skinner,  of  Harlem  Township;  Jennie; 
Samuel,  a  machinist  of  Ohio;  William  A.,  a  rail¬ 
road  agent  of  Irene,  and  Matthew,  at  home. 

The  parents  of  this  family  arc  members  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church,  and  are  highly  respected  peo¬ 
ple.  In  politics,  Mr.  Blair  is  a  Republican,  having 
supported  that  party  since  he  cast  his  first  vote  for 
Abraham  Lincoln  in  1861.  He  is  a  public-spirited 
aud  progressive  citizen,  and  one  who  takes  an  act¬ 
ive  interest  in  all  that  pertains  to  the  welfare  of 
the  community. 

JS,  HOUGHTON,  who  is  now  practically 
living  a  retired  life  at  his  pleasant  home 
at  Dvo.  601  Avon  Street,  is  numbered  among 
the  houored  pioneers  of  Winnebago  County, 
where  lie  located  in.  1841.  He,  was  born  in  Sara¬ 
toga,  N.  Y.,  and  is  descended  from  good  old  Rev¬ 
olutionary  stock.  His  grandfather,  Nathaniel 
Houghton,  was  a  Revolutionary  soldier  from  Lo¬ 
well,  Mass.,  and  his  two  brothers,  Ephraim  and 
Jonas,  also  aided  the  Colonies  in  their  struggle  for 
independence.  The  Houghton  family  came  to* 
this  country  from  Lancaster,  England,  but' they 
espoused  the  cause  of  their  adopted  land  and 
proved  themselves  loyal  American  citizens. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  Tilley  Houghton,  was 
horn  in  Massachusetts  and  removed  to  Saratoga 
County,  N.  Y.,  where  he  married  Miss  Lucy  Mitch¬ 
ell,  daughter  of  Thomas  Mitchell,  who  served  as  a 


Colonel  in  the  British  army  during  the  Revolution, 
and  with  Burgoyne  was  captured  at  tlie  battle  of 
Saratoga.  She  was  born  near  Woodstock,  Windsor 
County,  Yt,,  where  her  girlhood  days  were  passed, 
after  which  she  went  to  New  York  with  her  par¬ 
ents. 

Mr.  and  Mrs,  Houghton  began  their  domestic  life 
in  Corinth  Township,  Saratoga  County,  where  he 
owned  and  operated  a  good  farm  for  many  years. 
He  died  at  the  agG  of  seventy-eight  years.  In  pol¬ 
itics,  he  was  a  Whig  and  was  a  man  of  sterling 
worth.  After  his  death,  Mrs,  Houghton  came  West 
and  died  at  the  home  of  her  daughter,  Mrs.  Dayton, 
in  Rockford,  at  the  age  of  sixty-nine  years.  In 
early  life  she  was  a  Baptist,  but  afterward  joined 
the  Methodist  Church.  She  lived  a  consistent 
Christian  life  and  won  the  love  of  all  who  knew 
her. 

As  before  stated,  J.  S.  Houghton  came  to  this 
county  in  1841,  and  for  a  number  of  years  gave 
his  attention  to  farming  and  stock-raising.  At  one 
time,  he  was  the  most  extensive  farmer  iu  the 
county,  owning  a  farm  of  nine  hundred  acres.  At 
length  he  abandoned  that  work  and  iu  1866  re¬ 
moved  to  Rockford,  where  he  has  since  resided. 
Here  he  has  engaged  in  various  kinds  of  specula, 
tion  and  in  his  undertaking  has  been  very  success¬ 
ful,  accumulating  thereby  a  handsome  property 
which  now  numbers  him  among  Rockford  ’=  wealthy 
citizens. 

After  coming  to  the  West,  Mr.  Houghton  was 
joined  in  wedlock  to  Miss  Philomela  Pettibone,  a 
native  of  the  Empire  State,  who  came  to  Winne¬ 
bago  County  when  a  young  Indy  of  twenty-one 
years.  Her  father,  Doris  Pettibouo,  was  a  native 
of  New  York.  He  had  several  brothers,  all  of  whom 
were  ministers  and  prominently  connected  with 
missionary  work.  Rev.  F.  I.  Pettibone  is  now 
Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Missionaries  aud  Trans¬ 
lators,.  with  headquarters  at  Constantinople,  and  is 
well  known  in  missionary  circles  throughout  the 
world. 

Unto  Mr,  and  Mrs,  Houghton  were  born  three 
children:  Frances,  who  became  the  wife  of  John  M. 
Cochran,  died  in  Colorado,  leaving  one,  son,  John, 
who  resides  with  his  father,  a  cattle-dealer  and 
rancher  of  that  Stgte.  The  two  living  daughters, 
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high  regard  by  all  who  know  him.  He  started  out 
m  life  empty-handed  and  by  his  own  efforts  has 
worked  his  way  upward  until  he  is  now  numbered 
among  the  substantial  citizens  of  this  community. 

In  connection  with  his  biographical  notice  is 
presented  a  view  of  Mr.  Passe tt’s  highly-cultivated 
farm. 

jjpa^OLTON  BARBER,  who  follows  general 
II  )/J  on  scct*on  Rockford  Township, 

lil&L'i  Winnebago  County,  claims  New  York  as 
tlio  Stale  of  his  nativity.  He  Was  born  in  Fenner, 
Madison  County,  April  29,  1820,  and  is  n  son  of 
Eli  Barber,  who  was  born  in  the  same  town.  The 
grandfather,  -John  Barbor,  was  a  native  of  ‘Worces¬ 
ter  County,  Mass.  At  an  early  age  he  was  left  an 
orphan,  and  tints  thrown  upon  his  own  resources, 
had  to  earn  his  own  livelihood.  About  1791,  lie 
accompanied  a  neighboring  family  to  New  York, 
and  resided  iu  Oneida  County  until  1799, 
when  he  went  to  Madison  County,  and  in  March 
of  that  year  married  Bovina  Thompson,  also  a  na¬ 
tive  of  Worcester  County,  Mass.  Her  parents  set¬ 
tled  in  Madison  County,  N.  Y.,  when  she  was  a 
child.  Mr.  Barber  bought  a  tract  of  timber 
land  in  the  town  of  Fenner,  and  in  tlto  midst  of. 
the  timber  built  a  log  cabin  and  began  the  devel¬ 
opment  of  tljo  farm,  upon  which  he  made  his 
home  until  his  death,  November  30,  1869.  In 
l8()l,he  and  his  wife  united  with  the  Baptist 
Church  of  Fenner,  being  among  its  first  members. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  reared  in  his  na¬ 
tive  county,  in  the  midst  of  the  wild  scenes  of* 
frontier  life.  He  bought  a  tract,  of  timber  land 
three  miles  from  the  old  home,  and  there  built  the 
log  house  in  which  Notion  was  born.  lie  began 
the  arduous  In bor  of  clearing  a  farm,  but  his  health 
failed  and  bo  died  in  1832,  at  about  the  ago  of 
thirty  years.  Ills  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was 
Olive  Nmirso,  was  bora  in  Madison  County,  N.  Y., 
and  was  a  daughter  of  Joel  and  Melutahle  (Wood¬ 
bury)  Nourse,  natives  of  Massachusetts,  and  pio¬ 
neers  of  Madison  County,  N.  Y.  After  the  death 
of  her  husband,  Mrs.  Barber  came  to  Illinois  in 
1805,  and  died  at  the  home  of  onr  subject  in  1888, 
at  the  ago  of  eighty-five  years  and  live  months. 


Nolton  Barber  was  only  six  years  old  when  his 
father  died,  and  at  the  age  of  nine  he  was  bound 
out  to  a  farmer,  Daniel  M.  Gillett,  with  whom  he 
lived  until  he  was  fourteen  years  ox  age,  when  he 
spent  eleven  months  with  his  paternal  grand¬ 
father/  lie  then  returned  to  Mr.  Gillett,  working 
for  Mm  as  a  farm  hand  until  lie  had  attained  his 
majority,  when  he  started  out  in  life  with  a  capi¬ 
tal  i, Of  $108.  After  working  by  the  month  for 
sonic  time  longer,  he  purchased  thirty-five  acres  of 
!ai|d  in  Fenner  Township,  where  he  made  his  home 
until  1855,  when  lie  traded  his  farm  for  a  lease  Of 
a  tavern  in  Perry  ville.  He  then  engaged  in  keep¬ 
ing  hotel  until  the  fall  of  the  same  year,  when  ho 
sold  out  and  emigrated  to  Winnebago  County,  III. 
Bn  this  county  be  rented  land  for  eight  years  and 
then  purchased  forty  acres  of  his  present  farm,  to 
which  lie  has  since  added  until  now  one  hundred 
and  live  acres  pay  tribute  to  his  care  and  cultiva¬ 
tion. 

On  the  15th  of  March,  1819,  Mv.  Barber  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Emily  Marshall,  who 
was  born  in  tlie  town  of  Fenner,  Madison  County, 
N.  Y.j  September  10,  1824.  Her  father,  Thomas 
Marshall,  was  bom  near  Albany,  N.  Y.  and  was  a 
son  of  Caleb  Marshall,  who  removed  from  Albany 
to  Madison  County,  settling  on  a  farm  in  tho  town 
of  Sullivan,  where  he  made  his  home  until  bis 
death.  lie  married  Alclia  Pinkney,  a  native  of 
the  Empire  State,  who  also  died  in  the  town  of 
Sullivan.  Thomas  Marshall  was  a  mere,  lad  when 
his  parents  removed  to  Madison  Comity.  After  he 
had  attained  to  man’s  estate,  lie  bought  a  tract  of 
timber  land  and  built  the  house  in  which  Mrs. 
Barber  was  born.  He  cleared  quite  a  large,  tract, 
put  up  buildings  and  made  a  good  farm,  but  after 
some  time  sold  and  purchased  .another  farm  in  the 
same  county,  on  which  he  lived  until  called  to  his 
final  rest,  on  the  24th  of  May,  1863.  He  wedded 
Phoebe  Keeler,  who  was  born  in  Sullivan  Township, 
Madison  County’-,  and  was  a  daughter  of  Nathaniel 
and  Jemima  (Barnum)  Keeler.  Her  death  occurred 
November  2Q,  1878,  on  tho  old  home  farm. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Barber  have  a  family  of  three  chil¬ 
dren.  The  eldest,  Myron  A.,  was  born  April  2, 
1850,  and  on  the  23d  of  November,  1882,  married 
Anna  Sloan,  by  whom  ho  has  live  children:  Willie 
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route  which  he  had  taken  when  journeying  hither, 
and  in  1840,  in  company  with  his  brothers,  John 
and  Catlin,  and  his'  brother-in-law,  Jnsen  Mnrsli, 
returned  to  Illinois,  making  the  trp  overland  from 
Adams,  N.  Y.,  and  after  along  and  tedious  journey 
located  in  Rockford.  They  purchased  land  in 
what  is  now  known  as  the  Grove  Farm,  which  was 
three  miles  south  of  Rockford  on  the  Kishwaukeo 
Road,  and  which  is  now  owned  by  Ed.  Morley.  Our 
party  of  young  men  formed  a  sort  of  syndicate 
and  commenced  cultivating  the  land,  in  which  they 
were  very  successful.  A  few  years  later,  they 
moved  into  the  city  of  Rockford,  where  our  sub¬ 
ject  has  since  made  his  home  and  has  aided  greatly 
in  the  development  and  upbuilding  of  the  city. 
He  became  interested  in  many  valuable  enterprises, 
being  one  of  the  promoters  of  the  seminary  of  this 
place  which  was  organized  in  1848  and  conducted 
according  to  plans  drawn  by  Miss  Anna  P.  Sill,  of 
New  York.  Mr.  Spafford  was  elected  the  first 
Secretary  and  Clerk  of  the  Executive  Committee 
of  what  afterward  became  the  Rockford  Female 
Seminary,  and  was  one  of  the  first  Directors. 

Mr.  Spafforcl  was  appointed  Postmaster  under 
Tyler  and  Grant  and  has  always  been  active  in 
political  affairs,  for  many  years  voting  a  straight 
Republican  ticket.  Now,  however,  he  is  in  sym¬ 
pathy  with  the.  Free  Trade,  party.  Ho  has  held 
many  prominent  positions  within  the  gift  of  his 
fellow-townsmen,  and  was  elected  Circuit  Clerk  of 
the  county,  which  position  he  hold  for  three  suc¬ 
cessive  terms,  aggregating  ten  years.  Ho  lias  al¬ 
ways  been  a  careful,  conscientious  business  man 
and  was  one  of  the  prime  movers  in  getting  the 
Kenosha  Railroad,  which  was  later  purchased  by 
the  Northwestern  Rond,  to  run  through  this  city. 
Ho  served  the  company  first  as  Director,  then  as 
Vieo-President  and  later  as  Superintendent.  He 
was  public-spirited  and  gave  liberally  of  his  time 
and  means  in  forwarding  the  best  interests  of  bis 
community.  He  erected  the  Commercial  Block, 
and  in  company  with  others  built  the  Metropoli¬ 
tan  Block,  in  addition  to  which  ho  was  the  owner 
of  real-estate  in  the  city  and  many  farms  through¬ 
out  the  county. 

Charles  II.  Spafford  was  born  in  Jefferson  County, 
N.  Y.,  January  6,  1819,  and  was  a  son  of  Dr.  John  j 


453 


Spafford,  who  was  a  prominent  physician  of  good 
old  New  England  stock.  The  latter-named  gentle¬ 
man  was  a  young  man  when  he  began  life  as  a 
physician  and  surgeon  in  Adams,  N.  Y.,  and  there 
departed  this  life  at  the  age  of  forty-four  years. 
The  maiden  name  of  his  wife  was  Lucy  Moore, 
a  native  of  Vermont  and  also  of  English  descent. 
She  survived  her  worthy  husband  six  years,  and 
died  firm  in  the  faith  of  the  Congregational 
Church, 

1-Ie  of  whom  we  write  was  the  eldest  son  and 
second  child  of  his  parents’  family  of  four  chil¬ 
dren.  The  eldest  of  the  family,  Harriet,  died  while 
residing  in  Rockford,  having  been  married  to  Col. 
Jasen  Marsh,  who  was  for  many  years  a  prominent 
attorney  in  Rockford,  and  who  obtained  his  title 
through  valiant  service  in  the  rebellion,  being  a 
Colonel  of  the  Seventy-fourth  Illinois  Infantry. 
The  brothers  of  our  subject  are  John  and  A.  Cat¬ 
lin,  the  latter  the  President  of  the  Third  National 
Bank,  and  the  former  President  of  the  Rockford 
Wire  Company,  the  Lubricating  Oil  Company,  a 
lumber  company  and  a  suspender  company. 

Mr.  Spafford  received  a  collegiate  education  at 
Castioton,  Yt.,  where  be  was  prepared  to  follow 
the  profession  of  a  lawyer,  but,  deciding  to  come 
West,  the  current  of  Isis  life  was  thus  changed.  He 
was  married  to  Miss  Abby  Warren,  a  native  of 
Maine  and  the  daughter  of  Joseph  Warren.  Her 
father  was  a  son  of  Dr.  John  Warren,  Avho  was 
Surgeon-General  in  Washington’s  army  and  a 
brother  of  Gen,  Joseph  Warren,  of  Revolutionary 
fame.  Dr.  John  Warren  was  also  a  prominent 
physician  and  surgeon  of  Boston,  Mass.,  where  his 
decease  occurred.  His  son,  Joseph  Warren,  the  fa¬ 
ther  of  Mrs.  Spafford,  received  a  fine  education  at 
Cambridge,  Mass.,  and  devoted  the  greater  portion 
of  his  life  to  looking  after  the  vast  interests  of  his 
father,  and  died  in  the  prime  of  life  when  his 
daughter-  Abby  ayus  but  five  years  Of  age.  Joseph 
Warren  married  Miss  Abigail  Whittier,  a  native  of 
Noav  Hampshire  and  a  descendant  of  the  same 
family  as  was  John  G.  Whittier.  She  survived  her 
husband  and  came  to  Rockford,  where  she  departed 
this  life  in  her  eightieth  ydlir. 

Mrs.  Abby  Spafford  avrs  given  a  good  education 
and  has  aided  her  husband  greatly  in  attaining 
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his  present  high  standing  in  financial  oii'Clos.  She 
has  One  sister  living,  Miss  Mary  Warren,  who  is 
residing  in  Arizona.  Mr.  Spaffovd  is  a  prominent 
member  of  the  First  Congregational  Church,  of 
which  ho  is  a  charter  member.  His  wife,  however, 
is  a  Unitarian.  Of  the  four  children  born  to  them, 
one,  Mary,  died  at  the  ago  of  nine  years;  Carrie  is 
the  wife  of  Frederick  E.  Brett,  a  salesman  for 
Marshall  Field  &  Co.’s  Wholesale  House,  of  Chi¬ 
cago;  Charles  II.,  Jr.,  a  most  promising  young 
man,  is  still  under  the  parental  roof,  and  is  en¬ 
gaged  principally  in  looking  after  his  father’s 
large  real-estate  interests  in  Rockford,  the  latter- 
having  property  in  the  First  Ward,  known  as 
Spafford’s  Addition;  Eugenia  is  Mrs.  Charles  H. 
Godfrey;  her  husband,  is  a  clothier  of  Rockford,  in 
which  business  he  has  been  very  successf  ul. 

VJLLIAM  C.  B.  JAYNES,  M.  D.  Although  | 
still  quite  young  in  his  profession,  and 
indeed  in  years,  this  gentleman  is  rapidly 
building  up  for  himself  a  reputation  as  a  skilled 
physician  which  giyes  promise  of  leading  him  to  a 
front  rank  ere  many  years  shall  have  passed  over 
lits  head.  He  is  a  close  student,  and  hi^j  quickness 
of  apprehension,  his  mental  culture  aijcl  his  hon¬ 
orable  character,  give  him  popularity  in  society 
and  a  reputable  name  among  his  fellpw-mett. 

Dr.  Jaynes  has  been  a  resident  of  Durand  since 
June,  1888.  He  was  born  in  Mobile,  Ala.,  Janu¬ 
ary  7, 1856,  and  is  a  son  of  Mortimer  D.  and  Maria 
L.  (Bartlett)  Jaynes,  natives  of  Vermont,  His  pa¬ 
ternal  grandfather,  Daniel  Jaynes,  lived  and  died 
in  St.  Albans  County,  that  State.  The  father  of 
our  subject  came  West  when  a  young  man,  and 
was  married  in  Beloit,  Wis.  He  was  also  a  physi¬ 
cian,  and  was  a  graduate  of  the  university  at  Bur¬ 
lington,  Vt, 

After  his  marriage,  Mortimer  D.  Jaynes  removed 
to  Mobile,  Ala,,  where  he  engaged  in  the  insurance 
business,  continuing  to  be  so  employed  until  the 
on  break  of  the  Civil  War.  He  then  sent  his  fam¬ 
ily  North,  intending  to  follow  them  as  soon  as  he 
could  settle  up  his  business.  He  never  came,  and 
it  is  supposed  he  was  killed.  The  mother  of  our 


subject  returned  to  Wisconsin  and  resided  with  her 
father,  who  was  a  farmer,  and  an  early  settler  near 
Beloit.  Sho  makes  her  home  at  present  on  Locust 
Street  in  that  city. 

Tho  early  life  of  our  subject  was  passed  in 
Beloit,  where  ho  received  an  excellent  schooling, 
and  when  fifteen  years  of  age  learned  the  trade  of 
machinist,  which  he  followed  for  seven  years.  He 
then  entered  the  preparatory  department  of  the 
college  at  Beloit,  and  followed  the  course  of  study 
in  that  institution  for  three  years,  with  the  excep¬ 
tion  of  a  short  time  each  year  when  ho  worked  at 
his  trade  in  order  to  secure  money  to  enable  him 
to  pursue  his  studies;.  Mr.  Jaynes  was  graduated 
from  tho  Chicago  Homeopathic  Medical  College 
with  the  Class  of  ’82,  and  immediately  after  re- 
receiving  his  degree  located  in  Beloit  and  practiced 
medicine  for  four  years.  At  tho  expiration  of  that 
time,  he  took  a  post-graduate  course,  and  in  the 
winter  of  1886-67  devoted  his  entire  time  to  the 
care  of  one  patient  at  Eden  Frairio,  Minn. 

In  1888,  Dr.  Jaynes  located  in  Durand,  where  he 
represented  the  homeopathy  school,  being  their 
only  representative  between  Beloit  and  Freeport. 
Our  subject  was  married,  May  20,  1888,  to  Emma 
E,  daughter  of  Henry  P.  and  Paulena  (Ilawson) 
Johnson,  natives  of  Denmark,  where  they  wore 
married,  and  in  1849  emigrated  to  the  United 
States.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Johnson  located  in  Wiscon¬ 
sin,  where  the  former  worked  at  his  trade  of  a 
miller.  He  later  moved  to  Sterling,  this  State, 
where  lie  pursued  his  trade,  and  then  malting  his 
home  for  a  short  time  in  Rockford,  again  returned 
to  Beloit,  which  is  his  present  place  of  residence. 
They  are  the  parents  of  two  children;  Mrs  Jaynes, 
and  Victor  A.,  who  was  born  in  Sterling,  this 
Slate,  August  7,  1856,  and  follows  the  trade  of  his 
father  at  Beloit,  Mrs.  Jaynes  was  born  also  in 
Sterling,  April  8,  1859.  She  is  a  member  in  good 
standing  of  the  Baptist  Church,  and  is  a  lady 
greatly  respected  in  society. 

Dr.  Jaynes,  in  his  political  views,  is  an  adherent 
of  the  Republican  party,  and  in  local  affairs  is  a 
member  of  the  Village  Board.  Socially,  he  is  iden¬ 
tified  with  Durand  Lodge  No.  302,  A.  F,  &  A.  M.; 
Beloit  Chapter  No.  9,  IU.  M.;  Beloit  Council  No. 
9,  R.  &  A.  M.;  Beloit  Comnumdery  No.  6,  K.  T.; 
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Temple  Lodge  No.  42,  A,  O.  U.  W.,  and  Beloit 
Camp  No.  348,  M.  W.  A.  lie  is  also  a  member  of 
the  l-Iomeopathy  Medical  Society  of  Wisconsin, 
and  devotes  his  entire  time  and  attention  to  the 
practice  Of  Ins  profession. 


Ill  OHN  P.  CURTIS,  dealer  in  old  iron,  rags, 
I  Ac.,  Ac.,  is  doing  business  at  No.  214  North 
‘  -Jl  Madison  Street,  and  he  also  has  a  large  vin- 

P  egar  manufactory,  on  Kishwaukeo  Street, 
just  outside  the  city  limits.  lie  owns  valuable 
property  on  this  street  and  n  good,  comfortable 
home.  He  gives  Ins  entire  thought  and  attention 
to  his  business  enterprises  and  is  a  man  of  charac¬ 
ter  and  energy, 

Mr.  Curtis  claims  New  Hampshire  as  his  native 
Stato,  and  was  born  in  Winchester  in  1835,  being 
a  descendant  of  New  England  stock.  His  father, 
Bmdbery  Curtis,  died  in  his  native  county  and 
Stale  when  fifty-ftwo  years  of  age,  and  was  a  farmer 
and  lumberman  by  occupation  His  wife,  wbo  re¬ 
cently  died,  lived  in  Sunderland,  Yt.,  her  maiden 
name  being  Harriet  Codding.  Her  father  served 
in  the  War  of  the  Revolution,  She  lmd  been  a 
worthy  member  of  the  Methodist  Church  all  her 
life. 

JolmP,  Curtis,  the  oldest  of  nine  children,  seven 
of  whom  are  living,  is  the  only  one  of  the  family 
to  locate  in  Illinois-.  He  first  left  the  parental 
roof  to  enter  New  York  State  and  remained  in 
Cambridge,  Washington  County,  of  that  State,  for 
eighteen  years.  In  1882,  'he  came  to  Rockford,  es¬ 
tablished  his  present  business,  and  has  succeeded 
beyond  his  most  sanguine  expectations,  keeping 
as  many  as  twelve  or  fourteen  wagons  on  the  road 
all  the  time. 

lie  was  married  near  Cambridge,  N.  Y.,  to 
Miss  Julia  A.  Cook,  who  was  born  and  reared  in 
Washington  County.  The  father,  Isaac  Cook,  a 
farmer,  passed  his  entire  life  in  that  county,  but 
the  mother,  after  ids  dentil,  came  West  and  died 
at  the  homo  of  her  daughter,  Mrs.  Curtis,  in  the 
spring  of  1891,  when  nearly  ninety  years  of  age. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Curtis  are  well  and  favorably 


known  to  the  people  of  Rockford,  and  Mrs.  Curtis 
is  prominently  identified  with  the  Methodist 
church.'  In  politics,  Mr.  Curtis  is  a  Republican. 
Their  children,  five  in  number,  are  as  follows: 
A.  B.,  who  is  the  cider  maker  for  the  manufactory, 
married  Miss  Lillie  Clark  and  they  reside  with 
our  subject;  Jolm  P.  is  doing  business  for  a 
Kentucky  tobacco  house  as  a  commercial  trav¬ 
eler;  Ida  married  Deforest  Sweet,  a  tinker  dealer 
of  lies  Moines,  Iowa;  Rowne  Belle  is  the  wife  of 
William  Smith,  a  junk  dealer  of  Cedar  Rapids, 
Iowa,  who,  like  tlie  members  of  the  Curtis  family, 
is  a  very  successful  business  man;  and  S.  Dexter, 
who  is  at  home  and  at  present  in  business  with 
his  father. 

*'-*»»-*  it  -t  t.  it 

ifpSilCIIARD  KIMMEY.  As  might  naturally 
be  expected,  mention  is  made  in  tlie  present 
M' work  of  many  citizens  of  Boone  County 
now  prominent  in  their  different  callings} 
but  none  more  so  than  the  unusually  successful 
agriculturist,  Mr,  Richard  Kimmey,  who,  although 
young  in  years,  is  old  in  experience  and  possesses 
more  good,  sound  judgment  on  matters  pertaining 
to  the  farm  than  many  men  much  older. 

Ilis  parents,  Jacob  F.  and  Catherine  (Mead) 
Kimmey,  were  both  nati  ves  of  New  York  State  and 
resided  there  many  years.  In  1857,  they  decided 
to  move  to  the  Sucker  State,  and  after  journeying 
thither,  purchased  ninety  acres  in  Boone  County, 
to  which  they  added  at  one  time  forty  acres  and  at 
another  one  hundred  and  sixty-five  acres.  They 
were  industrious,  upright  citizens  and  succeeded  in 
accumulating  many  of  the  comforts  and  conven¬ 
iences  of  life.  Both  received  their  final  summons 
in  this  State,  the  father  dying  at  the  age  of  eighty 
years  and  the  mother  at  the  age  of  sixty-two 
years.  Tlie  father  had  always  cultivated  the  soil,  but 
at  the  same  time  was  engaged  in  other  occupations. 
For  a  number  of  years,  he  run  a  barge  on  the  Hud¬ 
son  River,  In  politics,  he  was  a  stanch  Democrat. 

Tho  subject  of  this  brief  notice  was  born  in  tlie 
Empire  State  in  Albany  County,  on  the  7th  of 
May,  1853.  He  was  but  four  years  of  age  when 
his  parents  emigrated  to  Illinois,  and  in  this 
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State  ho  was  reared  and  received  his  education. 
Like  his  father,  he  early  evinced  a  liking  for  agri¬ 
cultural  pursuits  and  became  familiar  with  the 
duties  on  the  farm  when  but  a  small  boy.  After 
reaching  a  suitable  age,  lie  branched  out  for  him¬ 
self  and  bought  seventy-two  and  one-half  acres  of 
liis  father  previous  to  the  latter’s  death.  Ho 
erected  a  fine  residence  on  liis  well-kept  farm 
about  1888,  and  now  ranks  among  the  most  thrifty  j 
and  progressive  young  farmers  of  Boone  County. 
In  the  parlance  of  the  present  day,  lie  might  ap¬ 
propriately  be  called  a  “hustler”  and  one  who  js 
bound  to  become  better  known  as  the  years  pass 
by.  Politically,  he  is  independent,  casting  his  vote 
for  the  man  whom  he  thinks  best  fitted  for  the 
office  in  question,  rather  than  one  who  promises  to 
be  a  party  tool. 

The  marriage  of  the  gentleman  of  whom  we  write 
was  celebrated  on  the  22d  of  August,  1877,  his 
bride  being  Miss  Laura E.  Mayberry,  a  daughter  of 
Jonathan  and  Dcsdemona  Mayburry,  who  now  re¬ 
side  in  this  county,  where  they  have  made  their 
home  for  the  past  thirty-eight  years.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Kimmey  are  the  happy  parents  of  five  children: 
Mabel,  born  June  17,  1878,  is  attending  school  at 
Belvidere;  Lloyd  R.,  born  (May  (5,  1880;  Maud, 
October  22,  1882;  Bernice,  April  22,  1886;  and 
Bessie,  May  25,  1888. 

<j|7  UTHER  1L  FAS, SETT,  a  well-known  agri- 
|i  (7S)  culturist  of  Winnebago  County,  residing  on 
JlLW  sections  28  and  29,  Roscoo  Township,  has 
in  many  ways  been  identified  With  the  history  of 
this  community  and  we  feel  assured  ids  sketch  will 
prove  of  interest  to  many  of  our  readers.  lie  was 
bo  ini  in  Cambridge,  Rutland  County,  Yt.,  Decem¬ 
ber  17,  1814.  His  grandfather,  Dr.  Nathan  Fnssett, 
was  a  lifelong  practitioner  of  that  .State.  His  father, 
Najthan  Fassett,  Jr.,  a  farmer  of  Rutland  County, 
was  born  February  16,  1778,  and  in  1.833  removed 
to  Genesee  County,  N.  X.,  with  teams,  lie  after¬ 
wards  sold  out  and  purchased  one  hundred  acres 
of  land  in  the  Empire  State,  where  he  made  his 
home  until  1854. 

Through  the  misrepresentation  of  a  party,  Mr, 


Fassett  lost  all  that  he  had  paid  on  liis  land  bub 
with  the  tiid  of  Ids  faithful  wife,  managed  to  roar 
his  children  and  give  them  good  school  privileges. 
His  wife  died  in  Albion,  N.  X.,  March  1,  1853,  at 
the  ago  of  sixty-four,  leaving  three  sons  and  two 
daughters:  Luther  11.,  born  December  17,  1814; 
Azubah  Matilda,  September  11, 1816;  Benjamin  W„ 
March  19,  1818;  Goorgq  M.,  August  27,  1820;  and 
Mary  Amelia,  December  2,  1822.  Our  subject  ami 
Benjamin  W,,  of  Brighton,  N,  X.,  are  the  only 
survivors.  The  latter  has  beon' a  public  oificial, 
Overseer  of  Public  Construction,  commanding  large 
pay,  and  is  a  man  Of  high  standing,  even  among 
Ids  political  opponents, 

,  Our  subject  began  life  for  himself  at  the  ago  of 
twenty-two,  working  as  a  farm  hand  by  the  month 
for  six  years,  when  he  rented  land.  At  the  ago  of 
twenty-nine,  he  married  Amanda  Bates,  qf  Barry, 
Orleans  County,  N.  X.,  daughter  of  Jesse  and  Anna 
(Miller)  Bates.  They  were  natives  of  Massachusetts 
and  pioneers  of  New  York,  who  made  their  way 
through  the  wilderness  by  blazing  trees.  The 
father  died  in  1869,  at  the  age  of  sixty-three  years, 
and  his  wife  died  in  1856,  at  the  age  of  fifty-four 
years. 

In  the  autumn  of  1853,  Mr.  Fassett  emigrated 
to  this  county  and  purchased  forty  acres  of  land. 
The  next  spring  he  brought  his  wife,  his  daughter 
and  his  aged  father  to  his  new  home.  The  latter 
died  in  .September,  1854,  and  was  interred  in  Ros- 
coc  Cemetery.  lie  lived  a  noble  life  and  was  a 
consistent  Christian.  The  wife  of  Our  subject  was 
called  to  her  final  rest  August  22,  1888,  at  the  age 
of  sixty-six  years,  leaving  two  daughters;  Emma 
M.,  wife  ofT.  B.  Moore,  by  whom  she  has  one  son, 
Frank  Fassett,  a  bright  boy  of  eleven  years.  Mary 
A.  is  the  younger  daughter, 

Mr.  Fassett  attended  the  first;  county  fair  held 
in  Rockford,  in  September,  1854,  and  heard  the 
opening  address  delivered  by  ox-Govcrnor  Bob!) 
from  the  steps  of  the  old  court  house.  Do 
was  one  of  the  Directors  of  the  Fair  Association. 
In  polities,  be  has  been  a  lifelong  Democrat,  a 
stanch  supporter  of  the  party  principles  and  has 
been  a  faithful  member  Of  the  tTniversalist  Church 
for  many  years.  Mr,  Fassett  1ms  a  wide  acquaint¬ 
ance  throughout  this  community  and  is  held  in 
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high  regard  by  all  who  know  him,  lie  started  Out 
tn  life  empty-handed  and  by  his  own  efforts  lias 
worked  his  way  upward  until  he  is  now  numbered 
among  the  substantial  citizens  of  this  community. 

In  connection  with  his  biographical  notice  is 
presented  a  view  of  Mr.  Bassett's  highly-cultivated 
farm. 

W^\0LT0N  wl,°  r°llows  sonoral 

ll  )//  l'!U'rnniS  on  section  9,  Rockford  Township! 
llliM)  Winnebago  County,  claims  New  York  as 
the  State  of  his  nativity,  lie  was  born  in  Fenner, 
Madison  County,  April  29,  1826,  and  is  a  sou  of 
Eli  Harbor,  who  was  born  in  the  same  town.  The 
grandfather,  .John  Barber,  was  a  native  of  Worces¬ 
ter  County,  Mass.  At  an  early  age  he  was  left  an 
orphan,  and  thus  tin-own  upon  his  own  resources, 
had  to  earn  his  own  livelihood.  About  1791,  ho 
accompanied  a  neighboring  family  to  New  York, 
and  resided  in  Oneida  County  until  1799, 
when  lie  wont  to  Madison  -County,  and  in  March 
of  that  year  married  Bovina  Thompson,  also  a  na¬ 
tive  of  Worcester  County,  Mass.  Her  parents  set¬ 
tled  in  Madison  County,  N.  Y.,  when  she  was  a 
child.  Mr.  Barber  bought  a  tract  of  timber 
land  in  the  town  of  Fenner,  and  in  the  midst  of 
the  timber  built  a  log  cabin  and  began  the  devel¬ 
opment  of  tlie  farm,  upon  which  ho  made  his 
home  until  his  death,  November  30,  1869.  In 
1801,  lie  and  his  wife  united  with  the  Baptist 
Church  of  Fenner,  being  among  its  first  members. 

The  fattier  of  our  subject  was  reared  in  his  na¬ 
tive  county,  in  the  midst  of  the  wild  scenes  of* 
frontier  life,  lie  bought  a  tract  of  timber  land 
three  miles  from  the  old  home,  and  there  built  the 
log  house  in  which  No' 1  ton  was  bom.  lie  began 
the  arduous  labor  of  clearing  a  farm,  but  his  health 
failed  and  he  died  in  .1832,  at  about  the  age  of 
thirty  years.  Ills  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was 
Olive  Noursc,  was  born  in  Madison  County,  N.  Y., 
and  was  a  daughter  of  Joel  and  Mold  table  (Wood¬ 
bury)  Nourse,  natives  of  Massachusetts,  and  pio¬ 
neers  of  Madison  County,  N.  Y.  After  the  death 
of  her  husband,  Mrs.  Barber  came  to  Illinois  in 
1865,  and  died  at  the  home  of  our  subject  in  1888, 
at  the  age  of  eighty-five  years  and  five  months. 


Nolton  Barber  was  only  six  years  old  when  his 
father  died,  and  at  the  age  of  nine  he  was  bound 
out  to  a  fanner,  Daniel  M.  Gillett,  with  whom  he 
lived  until  ho  Was  fourteen  years  of  age,  when  he 
spent  eleven  months  with  his  paternal  grand¬ 
father.  lie  then  returned  to  Mr.  Gillett,  working 
for  him  as  a  farm  hand  until  he  had  attained  his 
majority,  when  he  started  out  in  life  with  a  capi¬ 
tal  l, of  |108.  After  working  by  the  month  for 
some,  time  longer,  he  purchased  thirty-five  acres  of 
hind  in  Fenner  Township,  where  he  made  his  home 
until  18q5,  when  he  traded  his  farm  for  a  lease  of 
a  tavern  in  Perry  ville.  Tie  then  engaged  in  keep¬ 
ing  hotel  until  the  fall  of  the  same  year,  when  he 
sold  out  and  emigrated  to  Winnebago  County,  Ill. 
In  this  county  he  rented  land  for  eight  years  and 
then  purchased  forty  acres  of  his  present  farm,  to 
which  lie  lias  since  added  until  now  one  hundred 
and  five  acres  pay  tribute  to  his  care  and  cultiva¬ 
tion. 

On  the  15th  of  March,  1819,  MY-  Barber  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Emily  Marshall,  who 
was  born  in  the  town  of  Fenner, Madison  County, 
N.  Y.,  September  10,  1824.  Her  father,  Thomas 
Marshall,  was  born  near  Albany,  N.  Y.  and  was  a 
son  of  Caleb  Marshall,  who  removed  from  Albany 
to  Madison  County,  settling  on  a  farm  in  the  town 
of  Sullivan,  where  lie  made  his  home  until  his 
death.  He  married  Aiclia  Pinkney,  a.  native  of> 
the  Empire  State,  who  also  died  in  the  town  of 
Sullivan.  Thomas  Marshall  was  a  mere  lad  when 
his  parents  removed  to  Madison  County.  After  he 
had  attained  to  man’s  estate,  ho  bought  a  tract  of 
timber  land  and  lrniit  flic  bouse  in  which  Mrs. 
Barber  was  born,  lie  cleared  quite  a  large  tract, 
put  up  buildings  and  made  a  good  farm,  but  after 
some  time  sold  and  purchased  another  farm  in  the 
same  county,  on  winch  he  lived  until  called  to  his 
final  rest,  on  the  24th  of  May,  1863.  He  wedded 
Phoebe  Keeler,  who  was  born  in  Sullivan  Township, 
Madison  County,  and  was  a  daughter  of  Nathaniel 
and  Jemima  (Barnum)  Keeler.  Her  death  occurred 
November  20,  1878,  on  the  old  home  farm. 

Mr,  and  Mrs.  Barber  have  a  family  of  three  chil¬ 
dren.  The  eldest,  Myron  A.,  was  born  April  2, 
1850,  and  on  the  23d  of  November,  1882,  married 
Anna  Sloan,  by  whom  he  has  live  children;  Willie 
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N.,  John  M.,  Emily  P.,  Myron  II.,  and  May  L- '/Lou¬ 
isa  M.,  born  June  14, 1858,  becamo  the  wife  of  Je> 
tome  A.  Iludler,  December  4,  1889.  Ada  I.,  born 
July  21, 1858,  became  tire  wife’  of  Albert  M.  Trues- 
dell,  April  9,  1891.  They  have  an  infant  daughter, 
born  June  2, 1892,  and  as  yet  unnamed. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Barber  both  hold  membership  with 
the  Methodist  Church  and  are  prominent  and 
highly  respected  people  of  this  community.  In 
politics,  he  is  a  Republican  and  is  recognized  as 
one  of  the  leading  and  enterprising  farmers  of 
Rockford  Township.  „ 

A  view  of  the  fine  farm  belonging  to  Mr.  Barber 
is  presented  on  another  page. 


fhA  RS.  SUSAN  (HORTON)  BLAKE, 


fill  Flora  Township,  Boone  County,  was  born 
in  Cornwall,  England,  May  9,  1827.  Her 
father,  William  Horton,  who  was  the  son  of  Will¬ 
iam  and  Betsey  (Lob)  Horton,  was  also  a  native 
of  that  shire  in  England,  where  ho  was  a  farmer 
and  spent  his  entire  life.  The  maiden  name  of 
the  mother  of  Mrs.  Blake  was  Nancy  Lob,  also  a 
native  of  Cornwall,  where  she  spent  her  entire 


County  and  became  the  proprietor  of  a  quarter- 
section  of  land  five  miles  south  of  Dixon,  upon 
which  ho  resided  for  five  years,  nud  then  renting 
that  estate,  leased  a  farm  of  six  hundred  acres  for 
five  years.  Ho  later  traded  his  property  for  two 
hundred  and  twonty  acres  of  land  included  in  his 
present  farm,  to  which  ho  1ms  added  until  the 
estate  now  comprises  three  hundred  and  twenty 
acres  in  one  body  and  one  hundred  and  ten  acres 
on  another  section. 

William  Blake,  to  whom  our  subject  was  mar¬ 
ried  in  England,  also  had  his  birth  in  Cornwall, 
the  date  thereof  being  August  19,  1810.  He  is  a 
son  of  William  Blake,  Sr.,  who  came  to  America 
from  England  in  1807,  and  departed  this  life  in 
Rockford.  The  mother  also  spent  her  last  years 
in  Rockford,  having  come  to  America  front  her 
native  England  in  company  with  her  husband  and 
five  children:  John,  Amt  Bate,  Mary  Pooley,  Will¬ 
iam  and  David. 

Mr.  and  Mrs,  Blake  have  a  family  of  seven  chil¬ 
dren  Hying,  viz:  James,  George,  Charles,  Frank, 
Fred,  Fannie  and  Nannie.  The  eldest  daughter, 
Mary,  married  Henry  Luce  and  died  while,  resid¬ 
ing  in  Iowa,  leaving  four  children;  Fannie  mar¬ 
ried  Ernest  Mutter  and  has  one  child;  Nannie, 
the  wife  of  Sylvester  Bowley,  is  also  the  mother 
of  one.  child. 


Mrs.  Blake  was  the  only  member  of  her  father's 
family  to  come  to  America.  She  was  reared  in 
her  native  shire,  and  resided  there  until  1850, 
when,  in  company  with  her  husband  and  one 
child,  she  emigrated  to  America,  '’fitting  sail  front 
Paxton  on  the  vessel  “Capt.  Mably.”  The  party 
disembarked  at  Quebec,  Canada,  after  a  voyage 
of  six  weeks  and  five  days.  One  week  after  land¬ 
ing  in  the  New  World,  they  came  to  Rockford, 
Winnebago  County,  where  Mr.  Blake  found  em¬ 
ployment  with  Dr,  Clark  for  a  few  months.  He 
was  later  engaged  on  a  farm  in  Cherry  Valley 
Township  for  one  year,  at  the  expiration  Of  which 
time  he  went  to  Newburg,  whence  he  returned 
after  a  short  time  to  Rockford.  A  few  months 
thereafter,  Mr.  Blake  went  to  Buvritt  and  for  one 
year  worked  for  his  brother-in-law  on  a  farm, 
After  renting  land  for  a  time,  ho  went  to  Lee 


J~*  OHN  SHAW,  who  is  engaged  in  general 
farming  on  scotion  3,  Guilford  Township, 
Winhebago  County,  was  born  near  Sheffield, 
Yorkshire,  England,  October  4,  1822.  His 
father  and  grandfather  both  bore  the  name  of  John 
Shaw.  The  latter  came  to  America  and  spent  his 
last  year  in  New  York.  Two  of  his  children,  John, 
and  Eliza  Ryals,  also  located  in  this  country,  the 
daughter  settling  in  Utica,  N.  Y.,  where  her  two 
sons  now  reside?  The  father  of  our  subject  was 
reared  in  New  York,  and  served  n  seven-years’ 
apprenticeship  to  the  cabinet-maker’s  trade,  which 
ho  followed  in  the  Empire  State  until  1881,  He 
married  Ann  Asliforth,  a  native  of  Yorkshire,  Eng¬ 
land,  and  a  daughter  of  George  and  Mary  (  Ward) 
Asliforth.  In  1831,  Mr.  Shaw  and  his  family  sailed 
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for  America,  ami  after  eight  weeks  landed  at  New¬ 
port)  Ih  I.,  from  whence  lie  went  to  Albany,  N.  Y. 
He  spent  a  year  in  that  place  and  afterward  re¬ 
moved  to  Utica,  whore  the  death  of  his  wife  oc¬ 
curred.  Be  tii ere  followed  his  trade  for  some  time, 
but  afterward  operated  a  farm  which  ho  purchased. 
He  then  bought  a  home  one  mile  from  the  city, 
where  he  lived  retired  until  his  death  in  1885,  at 
the  age  of  eighty-four  years.  In  the  family  were 
the  following  children:  George,  John,  William, 
Helen,  Henry,  Mary,  Eliza,  Alfred,  Franklin  and 
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have  one  son,  Ellis.  The  Shaw  family  have  a 
pleasant  home  on  section  3,  Guilford  Township, 
whore  our  subject  owns  a  well-developed  farm.  It 
is  well  supplied  with  good  buildings,  is  under  a 
high  state  of  cultivation  and  ail  the  improvements 
of  a  model  farm  are  there  found.  Mr.  Shaw  is  a 
well-known  and  valued  citizen  of  the  community 
who  stands  high  in  the  esteem  of  all,  and  his  wife 
is  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Church. 


Louisa. 

Our  subject  was  only  eight  years  of  age  when 
ho  crossed  the  Atlantic,  but  well  remembers  the 
long  ocean  voyage.  Lie:  was  reared  to  agricultural 
pursuits,  worked  for  his  father  until  his  marriage, 
and  after  that  managed  the  home  farm  for  one 
year,  lie  then  rented  land,  upon  which  he  resided 
until  1853,  when  he  came  to  Illinois,  lie  then 
spent  two  years  upon  a  farm  belonging  to  his 
brother-in-law,  after  which  he  rented  land  in  Har¬ 
lem  Township  until  1863,  when  he  purchased  the 
farm  which  is  now  his  home. 

On  the  16th  of  May,  1819,  Mr,  Shaw  married 
Elizabeth  Ward,  who  was  born  about  ten  miles 
from  Sheffield,  England,  August  15,  1828.  Her 
father,  Thomas  Ward,  and  grandfather,  Richard 
Ward,  were  both  born  in  the  same  house  and  were 
descendants  of  an  old  English  family.  The  latter 
married  Ann  Mills,  and  they  spent  their  entire 
lives  in  Yovkshiic.  Thomas  Ward  crossed  the  At¬ 
lantic  in  1836,  accompanied  by  his  wife  and  cloven 
children.  After  five  weeks  they  readied  their  des¬ 
tination  and  settled  in  Westmoreland,  Oneida 
County,  N.  Y.  After  a  year  they  removed  to  the 
western  part  of  the  same  county,  whore  Mr.  "Ward 
made  his  home  until  his  death,  May  .1, 1870,  at  the 
ago  of  eighty-four  years.  His  wife  bore  the  maiden 
name  of  Surah  Sanderson.  She  was  born  in  York¬ 
shire,  and  was  a  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Ann  San¬ 
derson.  Her  death  occurred  September  28,  1836. 

Onto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hliaw  have  been  born  four 
children,  yet  living:  Frederick,  "Ward,  Annie  and 
Albert,  One  son,  William,  died  at  tho  age  of 
twenty-nine.  Frederick  married  Nora  Taylor,  and 
they  have  four  children:  Lloyd,  Lila,  Bessie  and 
an  infant;  Ward  wedded  Lizzie  Marsh  and  they 


J]  AREI)  B.  GOULD,  a  retired  farmer  and  one 
of  the  honored  pioneers  of  Boone  Count}" 
now  residing  at  his  pleasant  home  in  Bel- 

_  videre,  was  born  in  Warren  County,  N.  Y., 

May  26,  1820.  His  great-grandfather,  Solomon 
Gould,  was  an  early  settler  of  that  county,  and  in 
tho  midst  of  the  forest  cleared  and  improved  a 
farm,  upon  which  he  made  his  home  until  his 
death.  Ira  Gould,  father  of  Jared,  was  bom  in 
Rensselaer  County,  N.  Y.,  was  reared  in  his  na¬ 
tive  State  and  married  Dorcas  Brace,  who  was 
also  born  in  New  York,  and  was  a  daughter  of 
Jared  and  Joanna  Brace.  They  began  their  do¬ 
mestic  life  upon  a  timbered  farm  in  the  town  of 
Warrensborg,  upon  which  was  built  the  log  cabin 
in  which  our  subject  was  born,  lie  made  quite  a 
good  farm,  upon  which  he  resided  until  1827, 
when  he  removed  with  his  family  to  Montgomery 
County. 

Three  years  later,  Mu  Gould  became  a  resident 
of  Chautauqua  County,  and  in  1836  he  came  to 
Illinois  in  search  of  a  location.  He  visited  Boone 
Count}-,  at  which  time  all  of  the  land  was  still 
owned  by  tho  Government,  as  the  surveys  were 
not  yet  completed.  He  made  a  claim  in  what  is 
now  the  town  of  Spring,  erected  a  small  log  cabin, 
and  in  the  early  winter  left  his  son  Ransom  in 
charge  Of  the  claim,  while  ho  returned  on  horse¬ 
back  to  the  Empire  State.  In  the  spring  of  1837, 
he  brought  his  family  to  the  new  home,  where 
they  arrived  after  an  overland  journey  of  three 
weeks.  Upon  tho  farm  which  he  there  developed 
Mr.  Gould  made  his  home  until  his  death. 

Our  subject  was  one  of  twelve  children.  At 
the  age  of  seventeen,  he  came  to  Illinois,  making 
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leather's  about  fifteen  feet  in  length,  which  he 
threw  ill  Ml  length,  and,  with  a  giant-like  move¬ 
ment,  brought  it  forward  and  down  on  the  sides 
of  the  leading  yoke  of  cattle  with  such  a  crack 
that  the  stubborn  oxen  started  at  a  rate  which 
raised  the  dusk  The  two  gentlemen  profited  by 
their  lesson,  and  reached  the  camp  in  safety  about 
7  P.M.  ‘  ,  , 

The  company  now  had  three  yoke  of  oxen  and 
nothing  to  feed  them  on.  They  cut  down  two  or 
three  live  oak  trees,  and  the  cattle  browsed  on  the 
leaves.  Hay,  being  $600  a  ton,  was  a  luxury  not 
to  be  thought  of,  but  they  secured  an  excellent  j 
substitute.  Hiring  a  scythe  at  $16  per  hour,  they  ! 
went  along  the  banks  of  the  American  River,  about 
three  miles  from  camp,  and  cut  some  dry  welds 
and  grasses,  enough  to  supply  the  cattle  for  two 
or  three  days.  They  then  started  their  first  load 
for  Hangtown,  a  distance  of  some  forty-five  miles 
from  Sacramento,  and,  as  the  prairie  fires  had 
bprnt  the  grass,  they  were  pbliged  every  night  to 
fell  live  oak  trees,  on  which  their  cattle  might 
browse,  and,  in  that  way,  reached  their  destination 
after  a  trip  Of  four  days. 

After  mining  a  short  time,  Mr.  Godfrey  sold  out 
his  interest  to  the  company,  and,  returning  to  Sac¬ 
ramento  with  Gapt.  Charles  Clark,  of  Providence, 
R.  I.,  became  proprietor  of  the  Sacramento  Hotel. 
While  thus  engaged,  the  city  was  inundated  by 
the  rising  of  the  Sacramento  and  American  Rivers, 
on  the  light  of  January  8,  1850.  In  the  summer 
of  1851,  Mr.  Godfrey  sold  his  interest  in  the  hotel 
to  his  partner  and  returned  to  miuing  on  the 
North  Fork  of  the  American  River,  vwenty-Lwo 
miles  above  Marysville,  on  what  was  then  known 
as  Owsley’s  Bar.  In  November  of  the  sqme  year, 
he  went  to  Marysville,  where  he  became  acquainted 
with  Charles  N.  Felton  (now  Senator  from  Cali¬ 
fornia)  and  soon  afterward  they  commenced,  as 
equal  partners,  in  the  business  of  running  a  paek- 
nmle  train  from  Marysville,  and  also  trading  in 
the  mountains,  having  at  one  time in 
Doy'Jieysvillc  and  another  at  Gibsonwle. 

In  the  winter  of  1852-53,  Mr.  Godfrey  went  to 
San  Francisco  and  became  a  clerk  in  'the  clothing- 
]house  of  Strpwbridgc  &  Blake.  During  the  follow¬ 
ing  winter,  he  returned  to  New  York  via  the  Isth¬ 


mus"  of  Nicaragua,  and  after  spending  several 
months  with  his  family,  returned  to  San  Francisco 
via.  the  Isthmus  of  Panama,  his  family  remaining 
in  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.  In  the  fall  of  1854,  he  formed 
a  co-partnership  with  James  C.  Eddy,  formerly  of 
Pall  River,  Mass.,  and  carried  on  a  nourishing 
wholesale  and  retail  clothing  business  in  San  Fran¬ 
cisco' until  April,  1857.  In  the  spring  of  1855, 
Mr.  Eddy  went  to  New  York  pity  to  attend  to  the 
manufacture  of  clothing  for  the  firm,  and  returned 
to  San  Francisco  May  l,of  the  same  year,  bringing 
with  him  Mrs.  Godfrey  and  her  two  daughters, 
Emma  F.  and  Annie  R. 

a  During  his  residence  in  the  Far  West,  Mr. 
Godfrey  wa3  an  active  member  of  the  vigilance 
committee  which  hung  Casey  for  killing  James 
King,  of  Williams;  Corey,  for  the  killing  of  the 
United  States  Marshal;  Richardson  and  Ilethering- 
ton,  for  the  murder  of  Drs.  Baldwin  and  Randall; 
also  Brace,  for  highway  robbery  and  murder.  The 
committee,  was  formed  of  the  best  people  of  the 
new  city,  who  took  the  law  in  their  own  hands, 
and  wrested  it  from  the  grasp  of  lawless  classes.  It 
was  probably  the  most  sensational  experience  which 
San  Francisco  ever  underwent.  Mr.  Godfrey  re¬ 
lates  many  interesting  reminiscences  of  those  days, 
whose  experiences  stand  out  in  startling  distinct¬ 
ness,  but  space  forbids  us  to  make  mope  extended 
mention  of  them. 

In  Pawtucket,  li  1.,  Sir.  Godfrey  wedded  Miss 
Mary  A.  Baker, Who  was  born  in  Dennis,  Cape  God, 
Mass.,  and  came  of  an  old  New  England  family 
residing  in  the  Bay  Slate.  Her  father  was  a  sea- 
captain,  and  died  of  the  yellow-fever  when  she 
was  four  months  old.  Her  education  was  acquired, 
in  the  academy  of  Pawtucket,  R.  I.,  where  she  re¬ 
sided  from  her  girlhood  until  her  marriage.  Hhe 
was  an  accomplished  and  intelligent  lady,  who  was 
held  in  high  esteem  by  all  who  knew  her.  Her 
death,  which  occurred  in  January,  1855,  was  the 
result  of  a  stroke  of  apoplexy.  From  her  six¬ 
teenth  year  she  was  a  member  of  the  Congrega¬ 
tional  Church,  and  lived  a  devoted  and  consistent 
Christian  life.  A  most  affectionate  and  faithful 
wife  and  mother,  her  place  in  the  household  can 
never  be  supplied.  , 

Four  children  were  born  in  the  family  of  Mr. 
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N.,  John  M.,  Emily  1\,  Myron  II. ,  and  May  L.7L0U- 
isa  M.,  born  Juno  14,  1853,  became  the  wife  of  JA: 
tome  A.  I-Iudlcr,  December  4,  1889.  Ada  I.,  bom 
July  21, 1858,  became  the  wife*  of  Albert  M.  Trues- 
tlell,  April  9,  1891.  They  have  an  infant  daughter, 
born  June  2, 1892,  and  as  yet  unnamed. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Barber  both  hold  membership  with 
the  Methodist  Church  and  are  prominent  and 
highly  respected  people  of  this  community.  In 
politics,  he  is  a  Republican  and  is  recognized  as 
one  of  the  leading  and  enterprising  farmers  of 
Rockford  Township. 

A  view  of  the  fine  farm  belonging  to  Mr.  Barber 
is  presented  on  another  page. 


RS.  SUSAN  (HORTON)  BLAKE,  who  is 
the  owner  of  a  splendid  estate  located  in 
Flora  Township,  Boone  County,  was  born 
in  Cornwall,  England,  May  9,  1827.  Her 
father,  William  Horton,  who  was  the  son  of  Will¬ 
iam  and  Betsey  (Lob)  Horton,  was  also  a  native 
of  that  shire  in  Englaud,  where  ho  was  a  farmer 
and  spent  his  entire  life.  The  maiden  name  of 
the  mother  of  Mrs.  Blake  was  Nancy  Lob,  also  a 
native  of  Cornwall,  where  she  spent  her  entire 


County  and  became  the  proprietor  of  a  o.uarter- 
sectiou  of  land  live  miles  south  of  Dixon,  upon 
which  he  resided  for  live  years,  and  then  renting 
that  estate,  leased  a  farm  of  six  hundred  acres  for 
five  years.  He  later  traded  his  property  for  two 
hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  land  included  in  his 
present  farm,  to  which  ho  has  added  until  the 
estate  now  comprises  three  hundred  and  twenty 
acres  in  one  body  and  one  hundred  and  ton  acres 
on  another  section. 

William  Blake,  to  whom  our  subject  was  mar¬ 
ried  in  England,  also  had  his  birth  in  Cornwall, 
the  date  thereof  being  August  19,  1816.  He  is  a 
son  of  William  Blake,  Sr.,  who  came  to  America 
from  England  in  1867,  aud  departed  this  life  in 
Rockford.  The  mother  also  spent  her  last  years 
in  Rockford,  having  come  to  America  from  her 
native  England  in  company  with  her  husband  and 
five  children:  John,  Ann  Bate,  Mary  Poolcy,  Will¬ 
iam  and  David. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Blake  have  a  family  of  seven  chil¬ 
dren  living,  viz:  James,  George,  Charles,  Frank, 
Fred,  Fannie,  and  Nannie.  The  oldest  daughter, 
Mary,  married  Henry  Luce  and  died  while  resid¬ 
ing  in  Iowa,  leaving  four  children;  Fannie  mar¬ 
ried  Ernest  Miuter  and  has  one  child;  Nannie, 
the  wife  of  Sylvester  Bowley,  is  also  the  mother 
of  one  child. 


life. 

Mrs.  Blake  was  the  only  member  of  her  father's 
family  to  come  to  America.  She  was  reared  in 
her  native  shire,  and  resided  there  until  1856, 
when,  in  company  with  her  husband  and  one 
child,  she  emigrated  to  America,  netting  sail  from 
Paxton  on  the  vessel  “Capt.  Mably.”  The  party 
disembarked  at  Quebec,  Canada,  after  a  V03rage 
of  six  weeks  and  five  days.  One  week  after  land¬ 
ing  in  the  New  World,  they  came  to  Rockford, 
Winnebago  County,  where  Mr.  Blake  found  em¬ 
ployment  with  Dr.  Clark  for  a  few  months.  He 
was  later  engaged  on  a  farm  in  Cherry  Valley 
Township  for  One  year,  at  the  expiration  Of  which 
time  he  went  to  Newburg,  whence  lie  returned 
after  a  short  time  to  Rockford.  A  few  months 
thereafter,  Mr.  Blake  wont  to  Burritt  and  for  one 
year  worked  for  his  brothei -in-law  on  a  farm, 
After  renting  land  for  a  time,  lie  went  to  Lee 


OHN  SHAW,  who  is  engaged  in  general 
farming  on  section  3,  Guilford  Township, 
Winnebago  County,  was  born  near  Sheffield, 
Yorkshire,  England,  October  4,  1822.  Ilis 
father  and  grandfather  both  bore  the  name  of  John 
j  Shaw.  The  latter  came  to  America  and  spent  his 
j  last  year  in  New  York.  Two  of  his  children,  John, 
I  and  Eliza  Ryals,  also  located  in  this  country,  the 
daughter  settling  in  Utica,  N.  Y.,  where  her  two 
sons  now  reside.  The  father  of  our  subject  was 
reared  in  New  York,  and  served  a  seven-years’ 
apprenticeship  to  the  cabinet-maker’s  trade,  which 
he  followed  in  the  Empire  State  until  1831.  He 
married  Ann  Ashforth,  a  native  of  Yorkshire,  Eng¬ 
land,  and  a  daughter  of  George  and  Mary  (Ward) 
j  Ashforth.  In  1831,  Mr.  Shaw  and  his  family  sailed 
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for  America,  ami  after  eight  weeks  landed  at  New¬ 
port,  R.  I.,  from  whence  lie  went  to  Albany,  N.  Y, 
lie  spent  a  year  in  that  place  and  afterward  re¬ 
moved  to  Utica,  where  the  death  of  his  wife  oc¬ 
curred.  lie  there  followed  his  trade  for  some  time, 
but  afterward  operated  a  farm  which  lie  purchased. 
He  then  bought  a  homo  one  mile  from  the  city, 
where  he  lived  retired  until  his  death  in  1885,  at 
the  age  of  eighty-four  years.  In  the  family  were 
the  following  children:  George,  John,  William, 
Helen,  Henry,  Mary,  Eliza,  Alfred,  Franklin  and 
Louisa. 

Our  subject  was  only  eight  years  of  age  when 
he  crossed  the  Atlantic,  but  well  remembers  the 
long  ocean  voyage.  Ho  was  reared  to  agricultural 
pursuits,  worked  for  his  father  until  his  marriage, 
and  alter  that  managed  the  home  farm  for  one 
year.  He  then  rented  land,  upon  which  lie  resided 
until  1853,  when  he  came  to  Illinois.  He  then 
spent  two  years  upon  a  farm  belonging  to  his 
brother-in-law,  after  which  he  rented  laud  in  Har¬ 
lem  Township  until  1803,  when  he  purchased  the 
farm  which  is  now  his  home. 

On  the  16th  of  May,  1810,  Mr.  Shaw  married 
Elizabeth  Ward,  who  was  born  about  ten  miles 
from  Sheffield,  England,  August  15,  1828.  Her 
father,  Thomas  Ward,  and  grandfather,  Richard 
Ward,  wore  both  born  in  the  same  house  and  were 
descendants  of  an  old  English  family.  The  latter 
married  Ann  Mills,  and  they  spent  their  entire 
lives  in  Yorkshiic.  Thomas  Ward  crossed  the  At¬ 
lantic  in  1836,  accompanied  by  his  wife  and  eleven 
children.  After  live  weeks  they  reached  their  des¬ 
tination  and  settled  in  Westmoreland,  Oneida 
(’minty,  N.  Y.  After  a  year  they  removed  to  the 
western  pari,  of  the  same  comity,  where  Mr.  Ward 
made  his  home  until  his  death,  May  1, 1870,  at  the 
ago  of  eighty-four  years,  llis  wife  bore  the  maiden  j 
name  of  Sarah  Sanderson.  She  was  born  in  York-  ! 
shire,  and  was  a  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Ann  San¬ 
derson.  Her  death  occurred  September  28,  1836. 

i'n to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Shaw  have  been  born  four 
children,  yet  living:  Frederick,  Ward,  Annie  and 
Albert.  One  son,  William,  died  at  the  ago  of 
twenty-nine.  Frederick  married  Nora  Taylor,  and 
they  have  four  children:  Lloyd,  Lila,  Bessie  and 
an  infant;  ’Ward  wedded  Lizzie  Marsh  and  they 


have  one  son,  Ellis.  The  Shaw  family  have  a 
pleasant  homo  on  section  3,  Guilford  Township, 
where  our  subject  owns  a  well-developed  farm.  It 
is  well  supplied  with  good  buildings,  is  under  a 
high  state  of  cultivation  and  all  the  improvements 
of  a  model  farm  are  there  found.  Mr.  Shaw  is  a 
well-known  and  valued  citizen  of  the  community 
who  stands  high  in  the  esteem  of  all,  and  his  wife 
|  is  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Church. 

JARED  B.  GOULD,  a  retired  farmer  and  one 
of  the  honored  pioneers  of  Boone  County 
now  residing  at  liis  pleasant  home  in  Bel- 

_ /  videre,  was  born  in  Warren  County,  N.  Y., 

May  26,  1820.  Ilis  great-grandfather,  Solomon 
Could,  was  an  early  settler  of  that  county,  and  in 
the  midst  of  the  forest  cleared  and  improved  a 
farm,  upon  which  he  made  his  home  until  his 
death.  Ira  Gould,  father  of  Jared,  was  born  in 
Rensselaer  County,  N.  Y’.,  was  reared  in  his  na¬ 
tive  State  and  married  Dorcas  Brace,  who  was 
also  born  in  New  York,  and  was  a  daughter  of 
Jared  and  Joanna  Brace.  They  began  their  do¬ 
mestic  life  upon  a  timbered  farm  in  the  town  of 
Warronsburg,  upon  which  was  built  the  log  cabin 
in  which  our  subject  was  born,  lie  made  quite  a 
good  farm,  upon  which  he  resided  until  1827, 
when  he  removed  with  his  family  to  Montgomery 
County. 

Three  years  later,  Mr.  Gould  became  a  resident 
of  Chautauqua  County,  and  in  1836  he  came  to 
Illinois  in  search  of  a  location.  lie  visited  Boone 
County,  at  which  time  all  of  the  land  was  still 
!  owned  by  the  Government,  as  the  surveys  were 
not  yet  completed,  lie  made  a  claim  in  what  is 
now  the  town  of  Spring,  erected  a  small  log  cabin, 
and  in  the  early  winter  left  his  son  Ransom  in 
charge  of  the  claim,  while  he  returned  on  horse¬ 
back  to  the  Empire  State.  In  the  spring  of  1837, 
he  brought  his  family  to  the  new  home,  where 
the}7  arrived  after  an  overland  journey  of  three 
weeks.  Upon  the  farm  which  he  there  developed 
Mr.  Gould  made  his  home  until  his  death. 

Our  subject  was  one  of  twelve  children.  At 
the  age  of  seventeen,  he  earns  to  Illinois,  making 
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the  journey  by  way  of  the  Lakes  to  Toledo.  From 
there  lie  came  to  Chicago  on  foot,  where  nc  over¬ 
took  the  family,  who  had  traveled  by  land,  ho 
being  sick  at- the  time  the  family  started  and 
unable  to  start.  He  saw  this  county  in  its  primi¬ 
tive  condition,  when  there  were  no  railroads,  few 
settlements,  and  the  work  of  cultivation  and  pro¬ 
gress  seemed  scarcely  begun.  Mr.  Gould  remained 
with  his  father  for  two  years,  after  which  he  went 
to  Mineral  Point,  Wis.,  and  secured  employment 
in  a  smelting  furnace,  but  could  not  stand  that 
work,  and  after  two  weeks  engaged  in  cutting 
cordwood  at  the  head  waters  of  the  Pecatonica, 
receiving  from  seventy-five  cents  to  $1  per  cord. 
After  six  months,  ho  returned  with  $100  in  silver, 
which  he  had  saved  from  Ins  earnings,  and  with 
that  sum  entered  eighty  acres  of  Government 
land  on  sections  4  and  5,  Spring  Township. 

In  October,  1845,  Mr.  Gould  and  Miss  Charlotte 
Blackford  were  united  in  marriage.  She  was 
born  in  Wiltshire,  England,  January  10,  1824,  and 
is  a  daughter  of  Francis  and  Elizabeth  Black¬ 
ford,  who  are  mentioned  in  the  sketch  of  Stephen 
Blackford,  on  another  page  of  this  work.  Ten 
.  children  graced  their  union,  four  dying  in  infancy. 
Those  living  are  Harvey  A.,  Ellen,  Alice  J.,  Fan¬ 
nie  F.,  Lucius  T.  and  Blanche. 

Mr,  Gould  did  not  immediately  locate  upon  bis 
land,  but  engaged  in  making  shingles  and  roofing 
buildings  for  new  settlers,  who  were  coming  in 
large  numbers  to  the  county,  but  on  Ins  marriage 
he  and  his  young  bride  began  their  domestic  life 
upon  the  farm.  He  has  been  very  successful  and, 
as  his  financial  resources  have  increased,  he  has 
added  to  his  possessions  until  at  one  time  he 
owned  more  than  four  hundred  acres  of  highly 
cultivated  land,  and  his  farm  was  also  well  im¬ 
proved  with  good  buildings.  He  there  made  his 
home  until  1881,  when  lie  bought  seven  acres  of 
land  within  the  city  limits  of  Belvidere,  and  in 
his  pleasant  residence  on  the  bank  of  the  Kish- 
waukee  River  expects  to  spend  his  remaining  days. 
He  is  one  of  the  honored  pioneers  of  the  county 
and  can  relate  many  interesting  incidents  of  fron¬ 
tier  life.  On  one  occasion,  they  purchased  a  bar- 
re  L  of  Hour  for  $12,  and  when  opened  it  was  found 
that  the  flour  had  been  'wet,  and  when  dried  had 


hardened  into  a  solid  mass,  which  could  bo  rolled 
over  the  ground  like  a  rock.  Wild  game  was  in 
abundance  and  the  tablo  was  thus  supplied  with 
meat,  although  breadstuffs  were  very  scarce,  Those 
early  days  have  long  since  gone  by,  and  the  pass¬ 
ing  years  have  brought  prosperity  to  Mr,  Gould. 


J'  OIIN  A.  HASH.  L  .  affords  the  biographical 
writer  pleasure  to  be  able  to  record  in  this 
volume  the  main  incidents  in  life  of  an 
honest  and  upright  citizen,  who,  though 
formerly  one  of  the  prominent  business  men  of 
Rockford,- is  now  living  retired  in  his  pleasant 
home  at  No.  407  North  Second  .Street.  lie.  is  a 
native  of  this  city,  having  been  born  January  28, 
1858. 

Martin  Nash,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  born 
in  County  Galway,  Ireland,  where  also  his  father, 
Martin  Nash,  a  wealthy  farmer,  was  born.  Mr. 
Nash,  Jr.,  was  reared  and  educated  in  his  native 
county,  and  leaving  Live  parental  roof  when  a 
young  man  still  remained  in  the  Emerald  Isle  until 
1840,  when,  accompanied  by  his  wife  and  two  chil¬ 
dren,  he  came  to  America,  Settling  in  Northamp¬ 
ton,  Mass.,  he  made  that  place  his  home  f  on -two 
years,  and  then  coming  to  Illinois,  located  in  Rock¬ 
ford,  where  he  was  residing  at  the  time  of  his  de¬ 
cease  in  1866,  He.  was  a  man  who  possessed 
excellent  judgment  in  business  matters  and  at  the 
time  of  his  death  had  accumulated  a  handsome 
property. 

Wlnnifred  (Madden)  Nash,  (ho  mother  of  our 
subject,  also  hailed  from  Ireland,  being  born  m 
County  Clare  to  Bartley  and  Winnifred  Madden; 
she  departed  this  life  in  the  year  1888.  Throe  of 
her  children:  John  A.,  Margaret  and  Ellen,  are  still 
living.  Being  the  fortunate  son  of  educated  par¬ 
ents,  our  subject  became  proficient  in  book  lore, 
his  early  studies  being  conducted  in  the  schools  of 
Rockford,  which  were  later  supplemented  by  a  six- 
years’  course  at  Notre  Dame  University  at  Houlh 
Bend,  Ind,  After  being  graduated  from  that  in¬ 
stitution,  Mr.  Nimh  engaged  in  the  boot  and  shoe 
trade,  which  be  prosecuted  for  two  years,  and  then 
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soiling’  out,  established  as  a  mo. rah. vat  tailor.  A 
twelvemonth  later,  he  sold  out, since  which  time  he 
has  not  been  engaged  in  active  work  of  any  kind, 
in  1890,  ho  was  married  to  Alary  llargnn,  also  a 
native  of  Ireland,  and  a  member  of  the  St.  dames 
Catholic  Church,  with. which  body  our  subject  is 
also  connected. 

Eli  BEN  HANK1NSON.  Among  the  intolU- 
j|v(i  an^  Wghiy  respected  families  of  Rock- 

\\l  ford,  wo  may  well  note  the  family  of  our 
'^subject,  whose  pleasant  home  is  located  at 
No.  702  North  Second  Street.  Air.  Ilankinson  was 
born  in  .Johnstown,  Montgomery  County,  N.  Y., 
April  17, 1812,  and  died  April  26, 1892,  aged  eighty 
3reurs.  lie  was  tiio  son  of  Frances  Le  Roy  Han- 
kinson,  a  native  of  New  Jersey,  from  ‘which  State 
Reuben  Ilaulcinson,  his  father,  hailed.  After  Ins 
marriage,  the  grandfather  of  our  subject  went  to 
Nova  Scotia  where  his  decease  occurred.  The 
maiden  name  of  his  wife  was  Sail}'  Le  Roy,  who, 
after  the  death  of  her  husband,  emigrated  to 
Canada  and  departed  this  life  in  Middlesex 
County,  province  of  Ontario. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  one  of  a  family  of 
eight  children,  and  was  quite  young  when  his  par¬ 
ents  moved  to  Nova  Scotia.  Later,  he  returned  lo 
the  States  and  made  his  home  with  an  uncle  in  New' 
York.  After  his  marriage,  he  leased  a  tract  of 
land  in  Montgomery  County,  and  when  purchas¬ 
ing  property  on  his  own  account  became  the 
owner  of  a  farm  in  Canajoliarie  Township.  In  1835, 
ho  disposed  of  that  estate  and,  removing  to  Alid- 
dlesex  County.  Canada,  there  made  his  home  until 
the  fall  of  the  same,  year,  when  ho  returned  with 
his  family.  lie  purchased  a  tract  of  timber  land,  On 
which  lie  creeled  a  small  frame  house,  and  here  the 
family  resided  for  the  succeeding  three  years.  The 
father  then  sold  the  farm  and.  coming  lo  Alichigan, 
spent  his  last  days  in  Oakland  County. 

Martha  Jones  was  the  maiden  name  of  our  sub¬ 
ject’s  mother.  She  was  born  in  New  York  State 
and  was  the  daughter  of  Joseph  Jones.  She  bore 
her  husband  eight  children  and  departed  this  life  I 
on  the  farm  in  Aliehigau.  Reuben  Ilankinson,  of  j 


this  sketch,  was  twenty-three  years  of  age  when 
he  accompanied  his  parents  to  Canada,  making  the 
journey  with  one  horse  and  a  buggy.  He  resided 
with  his  parents  until  his  marriage,  when  lie  rented 
land  adjoining  the  old  home  and  resided  there 
until  1841,  which  was  the  date  of  his  advent  into 
Illinois.  The  journey  hither  was  made  with  two 
wagons  and  four  horses,  ■the.  party  starting  from 
Oakland  County  in  the  month  of  April  and  reach¬ 
ing  Winnebago  County  two  weeks  later. 

On  locating  here,  our  subject  purchased  a  tract 
of  land  in  what  is  now  Guilford  Township.  As 
there  were  no  improvements  on  liis  place,  he 
bought  a  log  house  of  Judge  Shaw,  which  he 
moved  onto  the  land  and  occupied  with  his  family 
until  a  few  years  later,  when  ho  was  enabled  to- 
erect  a  comfortable  brick  dwelling.  In  1859,  Mr. 
Ilankinson  sold  his  estate  and  came  to  Rockford, 
where  for  a  number  of  years  he  was  engaged  in 
the  sale  of  tinware,  ill  health,  however,  compelled 
him  to  retire  a  few  years  later. 

The  original  of  this  sketch  was  twice  married. 
Ills  first  wife,  to  whom  he  was  united  in  1836,  was 
Miss  Ruth  Sovereign;  she  was  born  in  Aliddlesex 
County,  Canada,  a  daughter  of  John  and  Miriam 
Sovereign,  and  departed  this  life  in  1842.  Three 
years  later  our  subject  was  married  to  Alvira  Ma¬ 
son,  whose  birth  occurred  in  Scjpio,  Cayuga 
County,  N.  Y.  Her  father,  Alillon  8.  Afason,  was 
born  in  Connecticut  and  was  the  sou  of  Daniel 
Alason,  also  a  native  of  that  State.  The  grand¬ 
father  of  Airs.  Ilankinson  was  reared  in  Connecti¬ 
cut,  from  which  State  he  removed  to  New  York 
about  1800,  and  lived  for  some  years  in  Dutchess 
County.  Later,  he  moved  to  Cayuga  County,  and 
resided  there  until  he  died  in  1842.  He  was  a 
rapid  reader,  reading  the  Bible  through  in  forty- 
three  hours  and  twenty-three  seconds. 

The  father  of  Airs.  Ilankinson  was  a  young  man 
when  his  parents  removed  to  New  York  State,  and 
after  his  marriage  went  to  Cayuga  County,'  pur¬ 
chasing  a  farm  in  the  town  of  Seipio,  where  lie  re¬ 
sided  until  1835.  Then  selling  his  property,  he 
came  to  Illinois,  being  accompanied  hither  by  his 
wife  and  three  children.  He  located  about  three 
miles  west  of  Belvidere,  making  a  claim  to  four 
hundred  acres  of  Government  land,  on  which  he 
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erected  a  doublo-howcd  log-  house  and  commenced 
to  improve  his  tract.  For  a  number  of  years,  there 
were  no  railroads  and  Chicago  was  the  nearest 
marketplace.  Mr.  Mason  resided  there  until  his 
death,  which  occurred  in  1842.  The  maiden 
name  of  his  wife  was  Mary  Ingraham,  a  native  of 
Rhode  Island  and  a  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Mar¬ 
garet  (Swan)  Ingraham.  She  was  0marded  a  sec¬ 
ond  time,  this  union  being  with  John  Sovereign, 
and  spent  her  last  days  in  Rockford,  Mrs.  Hank- 
inson  is  probably  one  of  the  oldest  settlers  in 
Northern  Illinois,  having  been  a  continuous  resi¬ 
dent  of  the  State  since  1835. 

Of  the  first  marriage  of  our  subject,  one  daugh¬ 
ter  is  living,  'Martha  Hadley.  Of  the  second  mar¬ 
riage  were  born  the  following  children:  Francis 
M.,  Mason  T.,  Mary  E.,  Allic  J.,  Willie  II.,  Fred  E., 
Kittie  J.  and  Henry. 

We  are  pleased  to  present  On  an  accompanying 
page  a  portrait  of  the  late  Mr.  Hankinson,  whose 
death  was  widely  and  sincerely  mourned. 

SAMUEL  A.  BLAIR.  Although  past  the 
allotted  age  of  man,  three-score  years  and 
ten,  Samuel  A* Blair  is  one  of  the  promi¬ 
nent  men  of  the  county  and  has  over 
taken  a  deep  interest  in  her  progress  and  devel¬ 
opment.  He  was  born  in  Lebanon,  Madison  County, 
N.  Y.,  on  the  2d  of  October,  1817,  of  the  marriage 
of  Brown  and  Mary  (Collins)  Blair,  the  former  a  j 
native  of  Worcester  County,  Mass.,  born  in  1771), 
and  the'  latter  Of  Hamilton,  Madison  County, 
N.  Y.  The  father  died  in  Roscoe  in  1855,  when 
seventy-six  years  of  age,  and  the  mother  died  in 
Westfield,  Chautauqua  County,  N,  Y.,  when  but 
forty-four  years  of  age,  leaving  three  sons  and 
two"  daughters,  viz:  Samuel  Alva,  our  subject; 
Albert,  born  in  1818,  died  in  New  York  of  quick 
consumption;  Mary  H.,  born  in  1821,  became  Mrs. 
Gardner  and  died  in  the  prime  of  life;  Darwin, 
born  in  1823,  is  a  large  farmer  of  California;  and 
Ann  became  Mrs.  Cheney,  of  Roscoe,  and  died  of 

consumption. 

In  the  spring  of  1839,  when  in  his  twenty-sec¬ 
ond  year,  our  subject,  in  company  with  Dr.  B. 


Bradley,  of  Beloit,  came  overland  with  teams  to  Ill¬ 
inois.  Reaching  the  Maumee  River,  they  found  the 
ice  going  out,  and  after  waiting  there  about  throe 
days  for  the  ferry-boat,  that  was  ice-bound,  young 
Blair  decided  to  cross  the  river  anyway.  Disre¬ 
garding  the  advice  and  counsel  of  older  heads,  he 
plunged  into  the  turbulent  waters  and,  contrary 
to  all  predictions,  reached  the  opposite  shore  in 
safety.  Such  was  the  indomitable  will  and  cour¬ 
age  of  this  young  pioneer.  Including  delays,  etc., 
they  were  thirty-eight  days  in  making  the  trip. 
They  stopped  for  four  days  in  Michigan,  and  hero 
Mr.  Blair  saw  the  first  individual  shaking  with 
the  ague,  and,  though  lie  laughed  then,  1m  found 
it  no  laughing  matter  in  subsequent  years.  Mr. 
Blair  first  worked  on  a  farm  for  Franklin  Able  (who 
was  the  founder  of  Roscoe)  for  one  year  at  $16 
per  month,  and  then,  learning  of  his  brother’s  ill¬ 
ness,  he  and  Mrs.  R.  J.  Cross  and  Mrs.  Isaac  C  ole 
(sisters)  went  to  Chicago.  While  there,  our  sub¬ 
ject  met  an  old  friend,  Hiram  McHenry,  captain 
of  a  brig  on  tlm  Lake,  and  lie  took  passage  for 
Barcelona,  N.  Y.,  arriving  only  in  time  to  see  his 
brother  die.  Boon  after  he  returned  to  Roscoe, 
but  about  a  year  later  he  went  back  to  New  York 
'  State  and  purchased  a  large  drove  of  sheep,  four¬ 
teen  hundred  head.  After  shearing  them,  lm 
started  back  in  dune  and,  although  1m  met  with 
cold  weather  and  storms  and  delays,  lm  arrived  in 
Roscoe  in  fairly  good  condition  in  August, 

In  1844,  our  subject  married,  in  Westfield, 
N.  Y.,  Miss  Mary  Minigor,  who  was  a  native  of 
that  place  and  tim  daughter  of  Lowe  1Vnd  Martha 
(Martin)  Minigor.  Mr.  Minigor  became  a  wealthy 
:  farmer  and  died  when  eighty-two  years  of  ago. 

|  Uis  wife  died  at  tlm  age  of  seventy-six,  leaving 
j  six  children.  Our  subject  purchased  his  first  farm 
:  oi cam  hundred  and  two  acres  near  his  present 
■  honk,  in  1839,  and  later  he  pmclmscd  eighty  acres, 

;  a  pjtrt  oj  his  present  farm.  He  sold  tlm  one  hun¬ 
dred  jiml  two  ftM-OH  and  thought  seriously  of  going 
.  to  Missouri,  lion. the  Bred  Scott  Decision  caused 
him  to  ahandoii^lhis  projeel,  and  lie  purchased 
his  present  proper^  lie  now  owns  two  hundred 
and  thirteen  acres  In  lids  farm  and  eighty  acres 
one  mile  norlli.  A^bis  improvements  are  first- 
i  class,  and  lie  is  a  represenfalive  farmer  of  the 


PORTRAIT  AND  'BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD.  467 


county.  lie  keeps  a  fine  (lock  of  sheep  and  is  en¬ 
gaged  in  general  fanning,  although  at  present  he 
is  making  a  specialty  of  dairying,  keeping  about 
twenty-live  cows.  He  sells  all  liis  milk  to  the 
creamery, 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Blair  have  buried  two  children — 
one  an  infant,  and  the  other,  Augusta,  a  daughter 
who  died  at  the  ago  of  twenty-six  years.  They 
have  six  children  now  living,  two  sons  and  four 
daughters;  Albert,  a  hardware  salesman  in  Lin¬ 
coln,  Nob.;  Julius,  a  farmer  in  Fremont  County, 
Iowa;  Frances,  now  Mrs.  John  Q,  Briggs,  of  Hous¬ 
ton,  Minn.;  Ada,  now  Mrs.  George  B.  Warner,  of 
Page  County,  Iowa;  Laura,  Mrs.  J.  B,  Hardy,  re¬ 
sides  on  the  home  place  and  her  husband  carries 
on  the  farm,  Mr.  Blair  making  his  home  with  them; 
and  Nellie,  wife  of  T.  R.  Field,  a  merchant  of 
Houston,  Minn.  Mr.  Blair's  first  Presidential  vote 
was  cast  for  William  Henry  Harrison,  and  he  has 
held  a  number  of  township  offices,  such  as  Road 
Commissioner,  School  Director,  etc.  He  is  a  Con¬ 
gregational  ist  in  his  religious  views  and  one  of  the 
founders  of  that  church  in  Roseoe.  Mi'S.  Blair  is 
a  member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  They  have 
eleven  grandchildren  in  Iowa  and  Minnesota. 

SpSOTIN  DEAN.  After  long  years  snent  in 

agricultural  pursuits,  the  subject  of  this 
Jl  _  jgi  sketch  has  retired  from  the  labors  of  life 
and  is  passing  his  declining  years  in  a  peaceful 
enjoyment  of  the  comforts  of  life,  surrounded  by 
friends  whom  he  has  gained  by  his  upright  charac¬ 
ter,  and  blessed  by  the  love  of  children  whom  ho 
has  reared  to  honorable  and  useful  manhood  and 
womanhood.  He  is  the  possessor  of  one  of  the 
finest  estates  which  Flora  Township,  Boone  County, 
boasts,  comprising  about  two  hundred  and  thirty- 
one  acres  in  three  different  bodies. 

Mr.  Dean  is  one  of  the  oldest  settlers  now  resid¬ 
ing  in  Flora  Township  and  was  born  in  the  town 
of  Minot,  Oxford  County,  Me.,  January  16,  1821. 
His  father,  Ira  Dean,  was  born  in  Massachusetts, 
whence  lie  moved  to  Maine  and  was  an  early 
settler  in  the  town  of  Foxcrnft.  He  resided  there 
until  about  1828,  thou  again  started  Eastward  and 


moved  to  Piscataquis  County  where  he  purchased 
a  tract  of  timber  land  in  the  town  of  Foxeraft. 

In  1848,  Mr,  Dean  came  to  Illinois  and  remained 
for  a  few  years  in  Delvalb  County,  then  removed 
to  Floyd  County,  Iowa,  where  he  purchased  and 
improved  a  farm  and  occupied  it  some  years.  He 
finally  removed  to  the  village  of  Rock  Grove  and 
lived  there  until  his  death.  The  maiden  name  of 
his  wife,  the  mother  of  our  subject,  was  Charlotte 
Horsey. 

Edwin  Dean  was  about  two  years  of  age  when 
liis  parents  removed  to  Foxeraft,  Me.,  where  he 
was  reared  and  educated.  His  father  was  a  black¬ 
smith  and  our  subject  worked  with  him  until  1843, 
when,  with  his  wife,  he  staffed  with  a  horse  and 
buggy  for  this  county  and  arrived  within  its  lim¬ 
its  after  a  journey  of  eight  weeks  lacking  one  day. 
Ho  worked  at  his  trade  in  Poplar  Grove  until  the 
spring  of  1844,  then  rented  land  in  Flora  Town¬ 
ship  one  year,  during  which  time  lie  made  claim 
to  eighty  acres  of  Government  land  on  section  35. 
He  located  on  the  place  in  1845  and  soon  pur¬ 
chased  other  property  adjoining.  The  home  farm 
contains  one  hundred  and  seventy  acres,  in  addi¬ 
tion  to  which  Mr.  Dean  has  a  forty-acre  tract  on 
section  84  and  another  of  twenty-one  acres  in  the 
same  section. 

He  of  whom  we  write  was  actively  engaged  in 
faming  until  1888,  when  lie  rented  his  property 
and  removed  to  the  home  he  now  occupies  on  sec¬ 
tion  34.  In  addition  to  this,  he  has  since  pur¬ 
chased  a  residence  in  the  city,  which  he  proposes 
to  occupy  in  the  near  future.  Mr.  Dean  was  mar¬ 
ried  in  April,  1843,  to  Rebecca  B.,  daughter  of 
Robert  Lowe.  She  was  born  in  Gilford,  Piscata¬ 
quis  County,  Me.,  and  departed  this  life  in  1887. 
The  following  year  Mr,  Dean  was  married  to  Mrs. 
Sarah  (Swain)  Ilovey,  who  was  born  in  Niagara 
County,  N.  Y.,  and  was  the  daughter  of  Isaac 
Swain.  Her  father  moved  to  this  State  in  1840 
and  was  one  of  the  early  settlers  in  McHenry 
County,  where  lie  farmed  until  liis  decease.  The 
maiden  name  of  the  mother  of  Mrs.  Dean  was 
Mary  Bert.  The  wife  of  our  subject  was  first  mar¬ 
ried  in  1854  to  F.  II.  Ilovey,  who  was  a  native  of 
Broome  County,  N.  Y.,  and  departed  this  life  in 
McHenry  County,  this  State, 
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The  original  of  this  sketch  by  his  first  marriage 
became  the  lather  of  four  children:  OravilloE., 
Henry  E.,  Clarissa  E.  and  "William  E.  Gean 

has  three  children  living  by  her  marriage  -  *  U>  Mr. 
Hovey:  Abner,  Nettie  and  Mary.  Ctu\.£,  the 
youngest,  died  Avhen  twenty-three  years  of  age. 
Mrs.  §5eai«  is  a  member  of  the  Free-will  Baptist 
Church,  and  in  politics  our  subject  votes  the  Re¬ 
publican  ticket. 


&&S  LFRED  PULS.  Of  the  many  substan- 
tial  and  progressive  farmers  of  Belvidere 
Township,  Boone  County,  none  are  more 
nf  honest,  industrious  or  more  deserving  of 
success  than  the  German  oioment,  of  which  Mi. 
Buis  is  a  representative.  His  parents,  William  0. 
and  Hannah  (Stonemiller)  Puls,  wore  natives  of 
Mecklenburg,  Germany,  and  came  to  the  United 
States  in  1857.  They  first  settled  in  Dc.lvalb 
County,  Ill.,  and  the  father  was  engaged  in  farm¬ 
ing  there  until  about  twenty  years  later,  when  he 
sold  out  and  moved  to  Boone  County,  Belvidere 


Township,  where  bis  son,  our  subject,  was  living. 
There  he  and  liis  worthy  wife  reside  at  the  pres¬ 
ent  time,  honored  and  esteemed  by  all. 

The  paternal  grandparents  of  our  subject,  Fred¬ 
erick  an Louisa  Puls,  were  also  natives  of  Meck¬ 
lenburg,  Germany,  but  came  to  this  country  at  an 
early  date,  and  here  the  grandmother  passed 
quietly  away  when  eighty-three  years  of  age. 
The  grandfather  is  still  living  and  is  now  in  liis 
eighty-second  year.  The  Pulses  wore,  all  farmers, 
and  what  they  accumulated  in  the  way  of  this 
world’s  goods  was  the  result  of  their  own  energy 
and  industry.  Our  subject’s  maternal  grandfather, 
William  Stonemiller,  was  born  in  Germany  and  is 
now  a  resident  of  DeKalb  County,  III, 

The  subject  of  this  sketch,  was  born  in  Dc  Kalb 
County,  111.,  on  the  24th  of  June,  1864,  and  was 
here  reared  and  educated.  He  was  one  of  four 
children,  two  sons  and  two  daughters,  born  to  his 
parents.  On  the  1st  of  March,  1887,  he  urns 
united  in  the  holy  bonds  of  matrimony  with  Miss 
Louisa  Koencke,  who  was  born  in  Bonus  Town¬ 


ship,  Boone  County,  111.,  and  here  received  all  of 
her  training  and  education.  Her  parents,  Phillip 
and  Sophia  (Staas)  Kocneke,  wero  natives  of  Ger¬ 
many,  but  came  to  the  United  States  and  passed 
Oie  closing  scenes  of  their  lives  in  Iowa.  'They 
were  the  parents  of  nine  children,  all  now  living 
but  one. 

The  homo  of  our  subject  and  his  young  wife 
lias  over  been  in  this  county,  and  by  their  indu&r 
try  and  good  management  they  have  gathered 
around  them  many  comforts  and  conveniences. 
Mr.  Puls  was  always  at  home  until  after  his  mar¬ 
riage,  and  now  rents  part  of  his  father’s  broad 
acres.  Like  his  father,  who  came  to  this  country 
without  a  dollar  and  subsequently  became  one 
of  the  most  prosperous  and  wealthy  farmers  of 
Boone  County,  his  fine  residence,  barns  and  out¬ 
buildings  attesting  what  a  man  can  do  in  Amer¬ 
ica  who  has  the  will  and  disposition  to  work,  our 
subject  is  energetic  and  enterprising  and  is  sure 
to  make  a  success  of  life.'  Ills  union  has  been 
blessed  by  the  birth  of  one  child,  Willard  Gralicld, 
whose  birth  occurred  on  tho  10th  of  November, 
1889. 

Politically,  Mr.  Puls  luis  not  given  any  atten¬ 
tion  to  office-seeking,  but,  like  his  father,  ho  is  a 
stanch.  Republican,  and  ho  is  an  earnest  advocate 
of  the  principles  of  that  party.  He  and  Mrs.  pulse 
arc  worthy  members  of  the  Evangelical  Church  at 
Belvidere,  111.,  and  give  their  hearty  support  to  all 
enterprises  of  a  laudable  nature.  They  are  highly 
esteemed  in  the  community  and  have  gathered 
around  them  many  warm  friends. 


— -«e— *— 

OHN  15.  BALL.  The  occupation  which  this 
|  gentleman  is  now  following  has  received 
Is  his  attention  the  greater  part  of  his  life, 
(MJ*  and  it  is  but  tho  truth  to  say  that  in  it  he 
is  thoroughly  posted  and  well  informed  and  his 
labors  in  this  direction  have  contributed  very  ma¬ 
terially  to  the  reputation  Boone  Township  en¬ 
joys  as  a  rich  farming  region.  Like  many  of  the 
representative  citizens  of  the  county,  lie  is  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  old  Bay  State,  bom  in  Worcester 
County  on  the  14th  of  October,  1888,  and,  al- 
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though  still  comparatively  a  young  man,  he  has 
risen  to  a  position  in  the  agricultural  affairs  of 
the  county  which  mauy  men  older  in  years  and 
experience  might  envy.  His  life  has  been  with¬ 
out  material  change  from  the  ordinary  pursuits  of 
farm  toil,  but  yet  has  not  been  devoid  of  substan¬ 
tial  results, 

h\lr.  '.Ball  is  a  brother  of  Edward  Ball  (see  sketch),  j 
and,  like  his  brother,  is  thoroughly  posted  on  all  j 
subjects  relating  to  the  farm.  He  makes  his  home  <\ 
with  his  mother  in  Poplar  Grove.  The  residence 
is  commodious  and  attractive,  and  his  fine  farm 
attracts  general  attention  because  of  the  extreme 
nicety  with  which  it  is  kept.  Politically,  Mr.  Ball 
is  a  Republican,  but  he  takes  very  little  part  in 
political  affairs,  preferring  to  give  his  entire  at¬ 
tention  to  his  productive  and  extensive  farm,  lie 
is  engaged  in  general  mixed  farming. 

A  history  of  our  dtibject’s  father  will  be  found 
in  the  sketch  of  Mr.  Wheeler,  of  Boone  Township, 
the  latter  a  brother-in-law  of  our  subject. 

WGSS»^  1  mVQBgm 

\jny.KV.  HENRY  W.  AVERY.  This  higltly- 
•ILrt'  respected  citizen  of  Belvidere  was  born  on 
Jaw  the  31st  of  May,  1828,  in  Ledyard,  Now 
w  London  County,  Conti.  The  most  authentic 
record  which  we  nan  gain  says  that  Christopher 
Avery  was  the  founder  of  the  family  in  America. 
He  emigrated  from  Salisbury,  England,  on  the  ship 
“Arabella,”  in  1630,  and  settled  in  Gloucester, 
Mass.  11  is  son  James  came  with  him  to  America 
and,  in  1651,  removed  from  Gloucester  to  New 
London  County,  Conn.,  where  ho  spent  the  remain¬ 
der  of  his  days,  llo  married  Joanna  Greenslade, 
and  afterward  wedded  Sarah  Minor.  « 

The  next  in  direct  descent  also  bore  theinamoof 
James.  lie  was  born  in  Gloucester,  December  15, 
1616,  married  Deborah  Sterling,  and  died  in  New 
Loudon  County,  Conn.,  May  14, 1703.  Their  son  j 
James  was  born  in  Now  London  County,  April  20,  ,j 
1673,  and  wedded  Mary  Griswold.  Their  son, 
Ebcuezer  wedded  Lue.y  Latham,  and  afterward 
wedded  Mrs.  Rachel  Denison,  the  widow  of  Daniel 
Denison.  The  next  in  direct  descent  was  also 
named  Ebcuczer.  He  was  bom  March  7,  1732, 
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married  Phoebe  Denison,  and  was  one  of  the  vie- 
I  tims  of  the  Ft.  Griswold  massacre,  September  6, 
I  1781. 

Ebenezer  Avery,  the  grandfather  of  our  subject, 
was  born  in  New  London  County,  August  8, 1762, 

|  was  a  fanner  and  spent  his  entire  life  in  Conneeti- 
L  cut.  I-Iis  first  wife  was  Hannah  Morgan,  and  he 
afterward  wedded  Mary,  a  daughter  of  Charles 
Eklridge.  His  death  occurred  August  8,  1842. 
Henry  W.  Avery,  father  of  our  subject,  was  born 
in  New  London  County,  Conn.,  October  12,  1795, 
was  reared  to  agricultural  pursuits,  and  was  a  val¬ 
iant  soldier  in  the  War  of  1812.  He  engaged  in 
farming  on  the  old  homestead  until  1854,  when  he 
came  to  Illinois  and  settled  in  Boone  County.  He 
married  Betsey  Denison,  a  lineal  descendant  of  the 
Sixth  generation  from  Capt.  George  Denison,  who 
with  his  wife,  Ann  Borodell,  came  from  England 
and  settled  in  Stoning  ton,  Conn.,  in  1645.  She 
died  at  her  home  in  Boone  County  ty,  1866,  leav¬ 
ing  two  children.  The  elder  son,  Frederick,  has 
been  pastor  of  the  Congregational  Church  in  Co¬ 
lumbia,  Conn,,  for  more  than  forty  years. 

Rev.  II.  W.  Avery,  of  this  sketch,  spent  his  boy¬ 
hood  days  in  the  Nutmeg  State,  and  1845  witnessed 
his  emigration  to  Illinois.  His  uncle  Sidney 
Avery  had  been  here  the  previous  year  and  entered 
Government  land  in  Flora  Township,  Boone  Coun¬ 
ty,  and  our  subject  purchased  forty  acres  in  the 
same  town.  Fifteen  acres  of  this  had  been  planted, 
and  a  small  frame  house  had  been  built.  lie  paid 
$400  for  the  tract,  and  commenced  life  in  the  West 
as  a  fanner.  For  some  years  there  were  no  rail¬ 
roads  and  he  would  haul  his  produce  to  market  in 
Chicago.  He  was  very  successful,  and  as  the  years 
passed,  he  made  mauy  improvements,  including 
the  erection  of  good  buildings,  and  added  to  bis 
landed  possessions  until  lie  now  has  mo  re  than  three 
hundred  acres.  lie  resided  upon  the  farm  until 
1881,  when  he  came  to  Belvidere  and  built  bis 
present  home,  which  is  pleasantly  located  on  Lin¬ 
coln  Avenue. 

Mr.  Avery  has  been  twice  married.  Ills  first 
wife,  to  whom  he  was  married  in  1844,  was  born  in 
Sherburne,  N.  Y.,  and  died  in  Flora  Township  in 
[  1847,  They  had  one  daughter,  Elizabeth,  who  be¬ 
came  the  wife  of  John  C.  Thompson,  and  died  in 
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1880,  leaving  three  sons,  two  of  whom  aro  living 
and  make  their  home  with  their  grandparents- 
They  are  named  respectively,  Edward  Aveiy  and 
Henry  Sidney.  In  1848,  Mr.  Avery  was  again 
married,  his  wife  being  Rachel  P.,  daughter  of  Rob¬ 
ert  McCord,  and  a  native  of  Carlisle,  Pa, 

In  1842,  Mr.  Avery  joined  the  Congregational 
Church  in  Ledyard,  Conn.,  and  three  years  later 
united  with  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  Belvidero. 
In  1852,  he  was  made  a  Ruling  Elder,  which  posi-  j 
tion  he  has  held  continuously  since,  and  in  1887 
was  licensed  to  preach  by  the  Presbytery  of  Free¬ 
port.  He  has  always  been  an  active  worker  in 
the  Sabbath-school,  in  which  he  has  been  Teacher 
and  Superintendent,  and  for  ten  years  was  Presi¬ 
dent  of  the  County  Sunday-school  Association. 
In  politics,  he  is  a  Republican,  and  has  served  as 
Assessor,  Justice  of  the  Peace,  member  of  the 
County  Board  of  Supervisors,  and  of  the  School 
Board.  He  is  a  ready  and  forcible  writer,  a  fluent 
speaker,  and  at  the  centennial  celebration  of  the 
organization  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  delivered 
the  historical  address-  He  and  his  estimable  wife 
have  many  warm  friends  throughout  the  commu¬ 
nity,  and  are  beloved  by  all  for  their  many  excel¬ 
lencies  of  character. 

A  lithographic  portrait  of  Mr.  Avory  accom¬ 
panies  this  sketch. 


JJ~'  AMES  S.  REID  is  the  oldest  native-born  j 
citizen  of  Harlem  Township,  Winnebago 
County.  He  was  born  on  the  farm  which 
he  now  owns  and  occupies,  on  the  12  th 
of  November,  1840,  and  is  of  Scotch  de¬ 
scent.  His  grandfather,  James  Reid,  was  born 
in  Argyleshire,  Scotland,  was  there  reared  and 
married,  and  resided  in  that  country  until  about 
the  year  185G,  when  he  crossed  the  Atlantic  to 
America  and  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life  m 
Guilford  Township.  His  wife,  Margaret  Reid, 
died  in  her  native  land.  The  father  of  our  sub¬ 
ject,  Hugh  Reid,  was  born  in  Argyleshire  and 
learked  the  trade  of  a  weaver,  which  ho  followed 
in  Scotland  until  1836.  In  that  year,  he  bade 
good-bye  to  his  old  home  and  crossed  the  broad 


Atlantic,  accompanied  by  bis  wife  and  one  child. 
After  several  weeks  spent  upon  the  water,  he 
reached  his  destination,  and  resided  for  one  win¬ 
ter  in  Ottawa,  HI.  In  the  spring  ho  was  offered 
forty  acres  of  swamp  land,  now  included  in  the 
city  of  Chicago,  but  came  to  Winnebago  Couuty, 
and  was  the  third  Scottish  settler  in  Harlem 
Township,  lie  made,  a  claim,  and  when  the  land 
came  into  market  entered  it  at  the  land  office  in 
Galena,  lie  at  once  built  a  log  house,  which  in 
after  years  was  replaced  by  a  frame  residence, 
which  continued  to  be  the  homo  Of  Mr.  Reid  until 
his  death,  December  27, 1887. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  bore  the  maiden 
name  of  Mary  Howie.  She,  too,  was  born  in  Ar- 
oylcshiro,  and  was  a  daughter  of  William  and 
Janet  Howie,  both  natives  of  Scotland,  where  her 
father  spent  his  entire  life.  Ilis  wife  came  to 
America  and  died  at  the  home  of  Mrs.  Reid,  who 
was  also  called  to  her  final  rest  on  the  1.1th  of 
July,  1885.  Three  children  of  the  family  arc  still 
living:  Margaret  II.,  William  II,  and  James, 

Our  subject  was  born  in  the  cabin  home  of  bis 
parents,  and  has  spent  his  entire  life  upon  the 
farm  which  he  now  owns  and  occupies.  As  a 
companion  and  helpmate  on  life's  journey,  ho 
chose  Miss  Mary  Breckenridge,  who  was  born  m 
Argyleshire,  Scotland,  and  was  a  daughter  of 
Edward  and  Margaret  Breckenridge.  Their  union 
was  celebrated  June  7,  1867,  and  her  death  oc¬ 
curred  on  the  14th  of  Juno,  1876.  Mr.  Reid  was 
a  train  married,  October  12,  1882,  his  second  union 
being  with  Jane  Smith,  daughter  of  John  and 
Elizabeth  Smith.  By  the  first  marriage  three  chii- 
i  dron  were  born;  Edward  B.,  Hugh  F,  and  James 
.  M  and  lour  children  grace  the  second  union; 

,  Russell  Lulu  L,  William  Robert  Howie  and 

l  Mary  Iva.  . 

t  Mr,  Reid  now  owns  one  hundred  and  nuioty- 
^  11  vo  acres  of  valuablo  laud  in  this  county,  and  his 

a  farm  is  under  a  high  state  of  cultivation  and  well 
[  improved  wills'  good  buildings.  He  also  owns  a 
good  farm  in  Boone  County  of  one  hundred  and 
d  sixty-three  acres.  He  is  recognized  as  one  of  the 

d  substantial  farmers  of  the  community  and  one  of 

o  the  public-spirited  and  progressive  citizens.  Ho 
d  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Willow  C  reek 
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Presbyterian  Church,  of  which  his  parents  were 
among  the  founders.  Our  subject  was  a  delegate 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church  to  the  General  Assem¬ 
bly  held  in  New  York  City  in  1889. 

'  -J=j  -EV~iSi 

/p^TEPIIEN  R.  GODFREY,  of  the  city  of 
Rockford,  State  of  Illinois.  The  Godfrey 
"|1/^  Clothing  Company  was  incorporated  April 
^  X88f>,  with  S.  R.  Godfrey  as  President, 
and,  his  son,  Charles  II.,  Secretary  and  Treasurer. 
With  the  same  ofiiccrs,  the  company  is  carrying  on 
an  extensive  and  lucrative  business  at  No.  304 
Hast  State  Street.  In  tbeir  establishment,  which  is 
one  of  the  largest  and  finest  in  the  city,  they  carry 
a  complete  stock  of  clothing,  gents1  furnishing 
goods,  hats,  caps,  etc.,  and  arc  known  throughout 
Winnebago  and  adjoining  counties  as  reliable,  oue- 
pviee  and  straightforward,  business  men. 

Mr.  Godfrey  was  bom  in  Johnstown,  near  the 
city  of  Providence,  R.  I.  His  parents  wore  Elisha 
and  Patience  (Webber)  Godfrey,  natives  of  South 
Dennis,  Mass.,  and  the  former  a  sea  captain  during 
his  entire  active  life.  At  the  ago  of  thirteen  years, 
our  subject  secured  a  situation  with  Edward  Mason, 
in  a  dry -goods  establishment  in  Pawtucket,  R,  I. 
Three  years  later,  Mr.  Mason  failed,  and  William 
Kmght,  of  Burrillville,  R.  I.,  bought  the  stock,  and 
made  Mr.  Godfrey  sole  manager  of  the  business. 
Home  months  afterward,  our  subject  closed  out  the 
stock,  and  at  the  age  of  nineteen  proceeded  to 
Boston,  where  he  clerked  for  the  firm  of  J.  R. 
Gardner  &  Brother.  Later,  he  was  engaged  in  the 
dry-goods  business  with  W.  1).  S.  Havens,  of  Paw¬ 
tucket,  R.  I,,  the  firm,  name  being  Havens  <fc  God¬ 
frey. 

Attracted  by  the  discovery  of  gold  in  California, 
in  the  winter  of  1849  Mr.  Godfrey  left  his  wife 
and  child  with  her  mother  in  Pawtucket, R.  I.,  and 
sailed  in  the  ship,  “Charlotte,”  on  Sunday,  March 
4, 1849.  After  a  long  and  tedious  voyage,  the  ship 
dropped  anchor  in  the  bay  of  San  Francisco  on  Sep¬ 
tember  5,  at  5  P.  M,  The  passengers  an d  crew  n  um¬ 
bered  one  hundred  and  thirty-live,  among  whom 
hut  one  death  occurred.  The  ship  was  a  very  poor 
craft,  and  had  to  be  pumped  twenty  minutes  every 


two  hours  during  the  entire  voyage.  This  work  was 
done  by  the  passengers,  who  divided  themselves  into 
“messes”  of  twenty'’  each,  and  took  turns,  two  at 
the  pump  at  a  time.  This,  no  doubt,  was  healthy 
exercise  for  the  men,  who,  however,  did  not  at  all 
enjoy  it.  Twice  the  vessel  caught  fire,  but  the 
flames  were  extinguished  without  much  damage, 
although  not  without  causing  great  fear  and  con¬ 
sternation  among  all  on  board. 

During  the  long  voyage,  the  ship  made  the  har¬ 
bor  of  Rio  de  Janeiro,  on  the  Atlantic,  and  the 
harbor  of  Valparaiso,  on  the  Pacific  coast  of  South 
America.  At  the  former  place  they  stopped  about 
three  weeks,  during  which  time  the  Captain  took 
on  board  a  fresh  supply  of  provisions  and  Avater. 
During  the  passage,  Mr,  Godfrey  organized  a  min¬ 
ing  company  of  sixteen  persons  among  the  passen¬ 
gers,  and,  after  leaving  the  ship,  they  secured  pass¬ 
age  on  board  a  schooner  to  Sacramento,  taking 
with  them  their  baggage,  provisions  etc.  After  a 
voyage  of  ten  days,  during  which  time  the  little 
party  suffered  intensely  from  mosquitoes,  Sacra¬ 
mento  was  reached,  and  the  freight  unloaded.  The 
objective  point  of  the  company'  was  Ilangtown,  now 
called  Placorville,  and  to  get  their  baggage  con- 
A'eyed  thither,  they  were  compelled  to  pay  81  per 
pound,  but,  not  having  the  amount  required,  they 
were  forced  to  transfer  the  articles  as  needed. 

The  next  move  of  the  company,  in  a  business 
way,  was  to  investigate  the  price  of  oxen  per  yoke. 
Mr.  Godfrey  and  another  gentleman  ivere  ap¬ 
pointed  a  committee  to  buy  the  cattle.  After  dil¬ 
igent  search,  they  found  three  very  poor  yoke  of 
cattle,  which  had  just  been  brought  across  the  plains, 
and  these  they'  bought  for  $600.  An  old  wagon  Avas 
purchased  for  8200,  and  with  the  team  they  started 
for  the  city,  six  miles  from  camp.  Mr.  Godfrey 
thinks  they'  Averc  about  eight  hours  reaching  their 
destination,  and,  meanAvhile,  they'  underwent  severe 
experiences.  Part  of  the  team  moved  forvrard,  and 
at  other  times  backAvard;  sometimes  the  oxen,  with 
the  Aragon  bottom-side  up,  made  quite  rapid  pro¬ 
gress,  and  a  constant  “  Whoa,  boa!  ”  failed  to  pro¬ 
duce  the  desired  effect.  Finally,  a  Missourian  came 
along  and  soon  taught  the  amateur  drivers  hOAv  to 
handle  the  oxen.  He  took  a  whip,  Avith  a  handle 
about  eight  feet  long,  and  a  heavy  lash  of  braided 
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leather,  aboht  fifteen  feet  in  length,  winch  he  i 
threw  ili  Ml  length,  and,  with  a  giant-like  move-  1 
ment,  brought  it  forward  and  down  on  the  sides 
of  the  leading  yoke  of  cattle  with  such  a  crack 
that  the  stubborn  oxen  started  at  a  rate  which 
raised  the  dust.  The  two  gentlemen  profited  by 
their  lesson,  and  reached  the  camp  in  safety  about 

7  P.M.  ’  , 

The  company  now  had  three  yoke  of  oxen  and 
nothing  to  feed  them  on.  They  cut  down  two  or  c 
three  live  oak  trees,  and  the  cattle  browsed  on  the 
leaves.  Hay,  being  $600  a  ton,  was  a  luxury  not 
to  be  thought  of,  but  they  secured  an  excellent 
substitute.  Hiring  a  scythe  at  $16  per  hour,  they 
went  along  the  banks  of  the  American  River,  about 
three  miles  from  camp,  and  cut  some  dry  welds 
and  grasses,  enough  to  supply  the  cattle  for  two 
or  three  days.  They  then  started  their  first  load 
for  Hangtown,  a  distance  of  some  forty-five  miles 
from  Sacramento,  and,  as  the  prairie  fires  had 
burn t  the  grass,  they  were  obliged  every  night  to 
fell  live  oak  trees,  on  which  their  cattle  might 
browse,  and,  in  that  way,  reached  their  destination 
after  a  trip  of  four  days. 

After  mining  a  short  time,  Mr.  Godfrey  sold  out 
his  interest  to  the  company,  and,  returning  to  Sac¬ 
ramento  with  Capt.  Charles  Clark,  of  Providence,  ] 
R.  X.,  became  proprietor  of  the  Sacramento  Hotel. 
While  thus  engaged,  the  city  was  inundated  by 
the  rising  of  the  Sacramento  and  American  Rivers, 
on  the'  light  of  January  8,  1850.  In  the  summer 
of  1851,  Mr.  Godfrey  sold  his  Interest  in  the  hotel 
to  his  partner  and  returned  to  mining  on  the 
North  Fork  of  the  American  River,  iqventy-two 
miles  above  Marysville,  on  what  was  known 
as  Owsley’s  Bar.  In  November  of  the  same  year, 
lie  went  to  Marysville,  where  lie  became  acquainted 
with  Charles  N.  Felton  (now  Senator  from  Cali¬ 
fornia)  and  soon  afterward  they  commenced,  as 
equal  partners,  in  the  business  Of  running  a  pack- 
mule  train  from.  Marysville,  and  also  trading  in 
the  mountains,  having  at  one  time  in 

Doyueysville  and  another  at  Gibsonvflle. 

In  the  winter  of  1852-58,  Air.  Godfrey  went  to 
San  Francisco  and  became  a  clerk  in  the  clothing- 
house  ox  Strgwbridge  &  Blake.  During  the  follow¬ 
ing  winter, lie  returned  to  New  York  via  the  Isth¬ 


mus  of  Nicaragua,  and  after  spending  several 
months  with  his  family,  returned  to  San  Francisco 
via  the  Isthmus  of  Panama,  his  family  remaining 
in  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.  In  the  fall  of  1854,  he  formed 
a  co-partnership  with  James  C.  Eddy,  formerly  of 
Pall  River,  Mass.,  and  carried  on  a  flourishing 
wholesale  and  retail  clothing  business  in  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  until  April,  1857.  In  the  spring  of  1855, 
Mr.  Eddy  went  to  New  York  City  to  attend  to  the 
manufacture  of  clothing  for  4o  firm,  and  returned 
to  San  Francisco  May  l,of  the  same  year,  bvinging 
with  him  Mrs.  Godfrey  and  her  two  daughters, 
Emma  F.  and  Annie  R. 

n  During  his  residence  in  the  Far  West,  Mr. 
Godfrey  was  an  active  member  of  the  vigilance 
committee  which  hung  Casey  for  killing  James 
King,  of  Williams;  Corey,  for  the  killing  of  the 
United  States  Marshal;  Richardson  and  lletheriug- 
ton,  for  the  murder  of  Bra.  Baldwin  and  Randall; 
also  Brace,  for  highway  robbery  and  murder.  The 
committee,  was  formed  of  the  best  people  of  the 
now  city,  who  took  the  law  in  their  own  hands, 
and  wrested  it  from  the  grasp  of  lawless  classes.  It 
was  probably  the  most  sensational  experience  which 
San  Francisco  ever  underwent.  Mr.  Godfrey  re¬ 
lates  many  interesting  reminiscences  of  those  days, 
whose  experiences  Stand  out  in  startling  distinct¬ 
ness,  but  space  forbids  us  to  make  more  extended 
mention  of  them. 

In  Pawtucket,  R.  I.,  Mr.  Godfrey  wedded  Miss 
Mary  A.  Baker,  who  was  born  in  Dennis,  Cape  Cod, 
Mass.,  and  came  of  an  old  Now  England  family 
residing  in  the  Bay  State.  Her  father  was  a  sea- 
captain,  and  died  of  the  yellow-fovor  when  she 
was  four  months  old.  Her  education  was  acquired 
in  the  academy  of  Pawtucket,  R.  I.,  where  she  re¬ 
sided  from  her  girlhood  until  her  marriage'.  'Slu‘ 

|  was  an  accomplished  and  intelligent  lady,  who  was 
i  held  in  high  esteem  by  all  who  know  her.  Her 
i  death,  which  occurred  in  January,  1855,  was  the 
result  of  a  stroke  of  apoplexy.  Froiih  her  six¬ 
teenth  year  she  was  a  member  of  the  Congtega- 
tional  Church,  and  lived  a  dovoted  and  consistent 
i  Christian  life.  A  most  affectionate  and  faithful 
.  wife  and  mother,  her  place  in  the  household  can 
.  never  be  supplied. 

Four  children  were  born  in  the  family  of  Mr. 
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and  Mrs.  Godfrey.  Emma,  whose  death  occurred 
eighteen  months  before  her  mother  passed  away, 
married  N.  S.  Robinson,  formerly  of  Rockford,  but 
now  of  Eugene,  Ore.  Anna  is  the  wife  of  I).  S. 
Hough,  a  prominent  grocer  of  Rockford;  Charles 
II.,  a  young  man  of  great  promise  and  ability, 
married  Eugenia  Bpafford,  of  Rockford,  and  is  now 
Secretary  and  Treasurer  of  the  Godfrey  Clothing 
Company;  Lulu,  a  very  intelligent  and  beautiful 
young  lady,  died  at  the  age  of  eighteen  yearn, 
sixty  days  after  the  decease  of  her  mother.  Her 
death  was  a  great  loss  to  her  father,  sister  and 
brother,  as  well  as  to  her  many  friends.  Emma 
and  Lulu  were  actively  identified  with  the  First 
Congregational  Church,  at  Rockford,  and  Annie 
holds  membership  in  the  Christian  Church. 

In  December,  1857,  Mr.  Godfrey  came  to  Rock¬ 
ford  and  the  following  spring  began  business  as  a 
dealer  in  clothing  with  his  brother-in-law,  John  M. 
Tappen,  now  a  farmer  of  Ottawa  County,  Kan. 
After  some  years,  this  connection  was  discontinued 
and  Mr.  Godfrey  became  manager  of  the  clothing 
house  of  W,  V .  Webster.  Home  time  later,  be  bought 
out  Mr.  Webster,  and,  after  continuing  alone  for 
one  year,  formed  a  co-partnership  with  Charles 
Smith,  doing  business  for  two  years  under  the 
firm  name  of  Godfrey  &  Smith,  when  lie  became 
sole  proprietor.  Since  the  organization  of  the 
Godfrey  Clothing  Company,  m  1885,  he  has  been 
its  efficient  President.  In  politics,  he  is  a  stanch 
Republican,  and,  socially,  is  a  Royal  Arch  Mason, 
He  became  a  member  of  the  Congregational  Church 
in  Pawtucket,  R.  1.,  in  Iris  youth,  and  now  belongs 
to  the  First  Congregational  Church  of  this  city. 
Ho  ranks  among  the  best  citizens  of  Rockford,  and 
occupies  a  high  place  in  the  regard  of  his  large 
circle  of  acquaintances. 

— . ■*— 


[[OHN  A,  PALM,  a  grocer  of  Rockfoid,  was 
horn  in  Sweden,  August  17,  184!),  and  is 
one  of  eight  children  born  unto  P.  M.  and 
Eliza  Palm,  His  father  for  forty  years  en¬ 
gaged  in  teaching  and  then  retired  on  a  full  pen¬ 
sion  as  a  teacher.  He  is  still  living  in  his  native 
land  at  the  ago  of  seventy-eight  years,  and  is  yet 


quite  active  for  one  of  his  age.  1-Ie  has  been  a 
life-long  and  leading  member  of  the  Lutheran 
Chuich.  His  wife,  who  was  also  a  member  of  the 
same  church,  died  July  28,  1891,  at  the  age  of 
seventy-eight  years,  one  month  and  thirteen  days. 
Of  the  family,  two  sons  and  the  daughters  are  now 
deceased,  Of  the  brothers  who  are  still  living  in 
their  native  land,  all  are  now  married  and  are 
variously  engaged. 

The  only  member  of  the  famity  to  come  to  this 
country  was  our  subject,  who,  after  twenty  years 
spent  in  his  native  land,  sailed  for  New  York  in 
July,  1869,  landing  on  the  2d  Of  August  of  that 
year.  He  wont  at  onco  to  Chicago,  where  lie  ar¬ 
rived  not  tuvly  empty-handed,  but  was  $65  in 
debt  for  his  passage  to  this  country.  He  worked 
in  that  city  for  a  time  for  small  wages,  and  then 
went  to  New  Orleans,  where  he  spent  one  winter, 
Since  his  return  to  the  North  hn  has  lmd  a  success¬ 
ful  business  career.  He  we.ked  in  Chicago  for 
three  years  as  a  brick  and  stone  mason,  which 
trade  he  had  learned  in  that  city,  and  on  the  24th 
of  Juno,  1874,  came  to  Rockford.  Securing  em¬ 
ployment  with  H.  F.  Peterson,  he  worked  for  that 
gentleman  for  nine  years,  and  in  1878  began  on 
his  own  account  as  a  contractor.  lie  has  met  with 
excellent  success,  securing  a  liberal  patronage, 
and  has  done  the  contract  work  on  hundreds  of 
homes  and  buildings  in  this  city.  He  is  now  a 
member  of  the  firm  of  Olson  Jr  Palm,  who  are  en¬ 
gaged  in  the  grocery  business  at  No.  511  East 
State  Street.  In  company  with  Andrew  Borg,  he 
OAvns  the  huge  stores  and  flats  on  Seventh  Street. 
Ills  home  is  a  pleasant  and  commodious  residence 
at  No.  210-  Seventh  Street,  and  he  also  owns  the 
property  adjoining. 

Mr.  Palm  was  married,  in  Rockford,  to  Miss 
Christina  Shold,  who  was  born  in  Sweden,  Febru¬ 
ary  24,  1858,  and  in  1867  came  to  Rockford  with 
her  parents,  John  and  Anna  (Anderson)  Shold, 
both  of  whom  are  now  deceased,  having  passed 
away  at  about  the  age.  of  sixty  years,  Mrs,  Palm 
is  the  only  surviving  child  of  the  family.  By  her 
union  she  has  hod  seven  children,  but  one  died  in 
infancy.  The.  living  are:  Rudolph,  Cora  A.,  Mabel 
A.,  Irvin  A.,  K.  Lawrence  and  Floyd  R.  The  par¬ 
ents  arc  both  members  of  the  First  Lutheran 
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Church,  ami  Mr.  Palm  votes  with  the  Republican 
party.  He  lias  been  a  hard-working  man,  but,  as 
the  result  of  his  industry,  enterprise  and  good 
management,  supplemented  by  good  business  abil¬ 
ity,  he  has  made  a  small  fortune,  and  is  now  en¬ 
joying  the  comforts  and  pleasures  which  a  com¬ 
petence,  well  earned,  brings. 


UCIEN  WILLIAMS,  President  of  the 
l  Rockford  Burial  Case  Company,  is  at  the 
^  head  of  one  of  the  most  prominent  in¬ 
dustries  of  Rockford,  with  which  he  has  been 
identified  since  its  organization  in  1883.  The 
company  employs  more  than  thirty  hands,  and  is 
represented  by  three  commercial  men.  Operating 
with  ample  capital  and  in  a  systematic,  manner,  this 
reliable  firm  is  enabled  to  push  its  trade  far  beyond 
what  is  usually  termed  the  local  territory,  and 
enjoys  a  lucrative  and  extensive  business  through¬ 
out  the  county. 

Mr.  Williams  is  also  an  original  stockholder  and 
Director  and  owns  a  one-fonrtli  interest  in  the 
Overall  Manufactory  of  Rockford,  a  successful 


institution  which  was  established  in  1883,  and  is 
now  numbered  among  the  moneyed  concerns  of 
the  city.  Some  ten  men  and  sixty  women  are 
furnished  with  constant  employment,  and  six 
traveling  men  are  employed  by  the  company.  Mr. 
Williams  is  also  a  stockholder  in  the  People’s 
Bank  and  the  Manufacturers’  Bank  of  Rockford, 
and  in  the  successful  conduct  of  the  various 
establishments  and  institutions  with  which  ho  is 
connected,  finds  sufficient  to  demand  liis  undivi¬ 
ded  attention.  He  is  an  efficient  business  man, 
and  a  most  affable  gentleman,  enjoying  a  high 
place  in  the  regard  of  his  fellow-citizens  and'  an 
enviable  reputation  for  integrity.  Since  he  came 
to  this  city  in  1882,  he  has  served  as  Supervisor  of 
the  Seventh  Ward  for  four  years,  and  been  other¬ 
wise  closely  identified  with  the  progress  of  the 
city. 

Born  in  Manlius  Township,  Onondaga  County, 
N,  Y.*  June  21,  1821,  Lucien  B.  'VVilliams  is  the  son 
Of  Elijah  and  Lucy  (Edwards)  Williams.  Ho  grew 
to  maturity  in  his  native  county,  and  in  his  early 


manhood  became,  foreman  for  a  large  contractor 
on  the  Erie  Canal,  whom  he  later  aided  in  building 
the  railroad  from  York  to  Erie.  Thus  early  in 
life  ho  gained  a  practical  experience  in  under, 
taking  and  carrying  out  [largo  contracts,  and  was 
One  of  a  number  of  young  men  who  familiarized 
themselves  with  railroad  contracting.  It  was  in 
order  to  accept  a  contract  for  seven  miles  of  rail¬ 
road,  now  the  property  of  the  Northwestern 
R.  R.  Company,  that  he  camo  West  with  several 
others  in  1852,  and  so  satisfactorily  did  1m  fill  the 
con  tract  that  he  immediately  secured  another  from 
the  Illinois  Central  Railroad,  for  building  the 
road  between  Freeport  and  La  Salle. 

Completing  his  contract  in  1855,  Mr.  Williams 
settled  in  Harrison  Township,  Winnebago  County, 
where  he  had  purchased  live  hundred  acres  of 
land.  He  added  to  his  landed  property  until  he 
owned  nine  hundred  acres,  the  most  of  which  was 
placed  under  splendid  cultivation,  while  the  re¬ 
mainder  was  pasture  land  In  the  Pecatoniea  River 
bottoms.  For  twenty-seven  years  lie  lived  and 
labored  on  his  farm,  giving  bis  attention  to  gen¬ 
eral  farming  as  well  as  to  raising  sheep  and  carry¬ 
ing  on  an  extensive  dairy  business.  He  owned  one 
hundred  cows  and  shipped  butter  to  Boston, 
vSt.  Louis  and  other  markets,  and  was  the  first 
large  dairy  farmer  in  the  county,  and  the  first 
man  to  use  tile  drainage  here,  This  serves  to 
illustrate  his  progressive  ideas  and  his  desire  to 
promote  the  advancement  of  the  agricultural 
interests  of  Northern  Illinois.  Ills  popularity  and 
large  executive  ability  led  to  his  appointment  ns  a 
Director  of  the  Couuty  Agricultural  Society,  and 
he  was  instrumental  in  securing  its  success,  accom¬ 
plishing  much  in  behalf  of  the  farmers  of  tin- 
county,  and  causing  a  more  general  interest  to  be 
aroused  in  the  various  departments  of  agriculture. 

While  he  still  resided  in  New  York  State,  Mr. 
Williams  was  united  in  marriage  vrilh  Mbs  Mary 
Arnold,  who  was  born  and  reared  in  the  Empire 
State  and  belongs  to  a  good  old  family  whose 
members  have  been  distinguished  for  sterling 
traits  of  character  and  citizenship.  In  ftU  Ins 
labors,  Mr.  Williams  lias  received  the  devoted 
assistance  of  this  wife,  who  has  lightened  his 
sorrows  and  doubled  his  joys,  and  who  is  now  his 
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comfort  in  liis  declining  years.  She  is  the  mother 
of  six  children,  namely:  Fannie,  wife  of  Waiter 
W.  Favor,  ft  druggist  in  Rockford;  Ida,  who 
married  Helds  Barningbam,  a  farmer  of  Harrison 
Township;  Rosemond,  wife  of  J.  Barningbam,  also 
a  general  farmer  of  Harrison  Township;  Myra, 
Charles  and  .India,  who  remain  at  homo  with  their 
parents.  The  last-named  are  graduates  of  Rock¬ 
ford  High  School,  and  are  bright,  intelligent  young 
people,  whose  position  in  social  circles  is  high. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Williams  are  members  of  the 
Christian  Union  Church,  and  in  his  political 
affiliations,  Mr.  Williams  is  a  sound  Republican, 
favoring  the  principles  and  candidates  of  his 
party  by  his  influence  and  ballot. 


ffiOHN  P.  NORDIIOLM.  Among  the  most 
important  lines  of  commercial  industry  in 
!  any  business  community  is  that  of  insurance, 
which  gives  secu  rity  to  the  morchan  t  and  the 
householder  alike,  and  secures  him  from  possible 
loss  in  ease  of  lire,  accident,  etc.  Mr.  Nordholro,  who 
is  a  representative  Swedish  gentleman,  ranks  high 
as  a  successful  business  man,  and  is  engaged  in 
the  real-estate,  loan,  fire,  life  and  accidental,  insur¬ 
ance  business  at  No.  420  East  State  Street,  He 
came  to  this  city  in  1889,  has  been  closely  identi¬ 
fied  with  the  progress  of  the  city  since,  and  is  up¬ 
right  and  honorable  in  all  his  relations  with  the 
public.  For  some  time  after  locating  in  this  city, 
he  was  engaged  as  clerk  by  the  Central  Furniture 
Company,  but  being  progressive  and  enterprising, 
he  subsequently  took  the  general  agency  for  the 
Union  Central  Life  Insurance  Company,  of  Cincin¬ 
nati,  Ohio,  and  since  March,  1891,  lie  has  attached 
the  various  other  enterprises  to  his  chief  business, 
lie  is  also  agent  for  the  Rockford  Swcdish-Ameri- 
ean  Labor  Agency'.  He  is  hardworking,  gives 
his  best  energies  to  his  present  business,  and  under 
Ills  energetic  management  it  can  not  fail  to  suc¬ 
ceed.  He  is  a  stockholder  in  the  Central  Furni¬ 
ture  Company,  the  Rockford  Manufacturing  Com¬ 
pany,  the  Royal  Hewing  Machine  Company,  Rock 
River  Planing  Mill  Company,  and  the  Rockford 
Furniture  and  Undertaking  Company,  and  was 


stockholder  and  Director  from  the  start  in  the 
last-named  concern,  the  same  being  incorporated 
with  a  capital  of  $59,000.  Mr.  Nordliolm  is  also 
a  member  of  the  Skandia  Land  Association,  which 
has  a  capital  stock  of  $75,000,  and  takes  an  ac- 
j  tive  interest  in  all  these  enterprises. 

He  was  bom  in  Bkande  Province,  Sweden,  May 
30,  1860,  and  was  thoroughly  educated  in  his  na¬ 
tive  country,  where  he  continued  under  the  par¬ 
ental  roof  until  a  young  man.  In  1888,  he  made 
bis  first  appearance  on  American  soil  and  is  now 
the  only  member  of  the  family  in  this  country, 
He  spent  the  first  eight  months  as  clerk  in  a  mill 
and  elevator  at  Wakefield,  Neb.,  for  J.  O.  Mul¬ 
ligan  &  Co.,  and  later  came  to  Rockford,  where 
be  lias  met  with  a  more  than  average  degree  of 
success. 

His  parents  were  natives  of  Sweden  and  his 
father,  Peter  Person,  was  a  successful  agriculturist 
in  that  country.  The  latter  was  a  man  of  excel¬ 
lent  character  and  was  highly  respected  in  his 
section.  He  passed  away  in  the  year  1885,  when 
eighty-one  years  of  age,  and  bad  ever  been  a 
worthy  member  of  the  Swedish  Lutheran  Church. 
ITis  wife  still  resides  in  Sweden,  and  is  now  in  her 
sixty-ninth  year-.  She  is  in  every  way  a  most 
amiable  and  pleasant  lady,  and,  like  her  husband, 
has  been  prominently  connected  with  the  Lutheran 
Church  ail  her  days. 

John  P.  NorcUiolm  was  the  youngest  in  a  large 
family  of  children,  three  sons  and  one  daughter 
still  living.  Ho  selected  his  wife  in  the  person  of 
Miss  Nellie  Fclsenburg,  a  native  of  the  Empire 
State,  and  their  union  was  celebrated  in  Rockford 
on  the  27th  of  October,  1891.  She  is  a  descendant 
of  German-French  ancestors  and  of  a  representa¬ 
tive  German  family.  Her  father,  Dr.  Joseph  Van 
Fclsenburg,  was  born  in  Germany  and  educated 
as  a  physician  in  bis  native  country.  Tie  was 
married  to  an  Austrian  lady  of  French  ancestry, 
and  they  subsequently  crossed  the  ocean  to  the 
United  States,  settling  in  New  York  City.  There 
he  practiced  his  profession  very  successfully'  until 
failing  health  caused  him  to  abandon  this  and 
seek  the  Hot  Springs  of  Arkansas  to  rebuild  his 
shattered  constitution.  lie  was  not  successful 
and  his  death  occurred  in  1881,  when  i,n  the  prime 
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of  life.  Ills  wife  died  at  the  same  place  in  1890, 
when  about  thirty-seven  years  of  age.  Her  maiden 
name  .was  Fannie  Rinimer.  They  were  of  the 
better  class  of  Gorman  people  and  wore  educated 
and  refined.  Sirs.  Nor d holm’s  uncles  and  aunts 
were  people  of  more  than  ordinary  intelligence 
and  were  very  prominent  in  Vienna,  Austria,  espec¬ 
ially  in  educational  matters.  .She  was  thoroughly 
educated  in  the  convents  of  Cleveland  and  Cin¬ 
cinnati,  Ohio,  also  of  St.  Louis,  and  has  many  bril¬ 
liant  attainments,  being  particularly  good  in  art. 
Mr.  Nordholm  is  a  member  of  the  Second  Congre¬ 
gational.  Church  and  the  Young  Men’s  Christian 
Association,  being  a  member  of  tlie  financial  board 
in  the  latter. 

PRANK  G.STIBB,  Government  store-keeper 
and  gauger  for  the  city  of  Rockford,  re¬ 
ceived  his  appointment  to  tins  responsi¬ 
ble  position  in  July,  1889,  and  was  assigned  to 
duty  on  the  1st  of  August  Of  the  same  year. 
He  had  been  connected  with  the  city  in  other 
capacities  previous  to  this,  having  been  ap¬ 
pointed  East  Side  Street  Commissioner  in  1885 
by  (then)  Mayor  Taggart,  and  held  that  position 
and  discharged  the  duties  in  a  very  satisfactory 
„  manner  for  two  years.  He  has  been  an  active 
worker  for  the  principles  of  the  Republican  party, 
and  is  prominently  identified  with  all  enterprises 
of  a  laudable  nature.  He  is  a  live,  public-spirited 
citizen  and  is  likely  to  make  his  presence  felt  in 
the  near  future. 

Tie  was  born  in  Rockford  on  the  22d  of  May, 
1856,  and,  as  a  consequence,  his  inclinations  nat- 
.,  J,yallv  tend  toward  the  advancement  and  progress 
'  y>;  bis  native  town.  He  received  a  practical  edu¬ 

cation  and  yet  ho  is  a  self-educated  and  self-made 
man.  Skilled  as  a  mechanic  and  brick-layer,  lie 
has  met  with  much  more  than  the  average  amount 
of  success  and  has  accumulated  considerable 
wealth.  He  owns  some  valuable  property  on 
Kishwaukec  Street,  about  one  hundred  and  seventy- 
one  feet,  and  about  . ,|.wo  hundred  feet  on  May 
Street,  making  him  a^ne  triangle  block  which  is 
steadily  increasing  in  value.  He  has  lived  at  No. 


811,  on  his  property,  and  has  erected  three  busi¬ 
ness  houses  and  a  residence  on  this  fine  block.  Ho 
built  one  house  himself,  being  an  advanced  and 
progressive  architect  and  a  student  and  patron  of 
the  Scientific  American ,  Architects’  and  Builders’ 
Edition, 

His  father,  Joins  Stibb  (whoso  Swedish  name 
was  Larson),  was  a  native  of  Osier  Gothland,  born 
April  30,  1815,  and  was  taught  the  stonemason 
trade  in  youth.  After  reaching  mature  years,  he 
wedded  Miss  C.  Al,  a  native  of  Smoland  Prov¬ 
ince,  who  was  roared  there  by  good  Swedish  pa¬ 
rents.  After  the  birth  of  two  children,  one  of 
whom  died  in  .Sweden,  and  the  other  shortly  after 
reaching  America,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stibb  took  pas¬ 
sage  with  their  remaining  child  on  a  vessel,  the 
“Holland,”  at  Gottonburg,  and  readied  Boston, 
Mass.,  on  the  10th  of  September,  1851,  after  seven 
weeks  on  tho  briny  deep.  On  the  19th  of  that 
month,  they  reached  tho  city  of  Rockford  and 
this,  from  that  time  forward,  became  their  perma¬ 
nent  home.  In  this  city  the  upright,  honorable 
and  esteemed  citizen,  John  Stibb,  passed  away  mi 
the  11th  of  December,  1886.  Ho  followed  his 
trade  in  this  city  and  was  accounted  a  skillful  and 
reliable  workman.  His  wife  preceded  him  to 
tho  grave,  having  died  on  the  15th  of  December, 
tho  year  previous.  They  were  worthy  people  in 
every  respect  and  were  among  tho  organizers  of 
tho  First  Swedish  Church  of  Rockford,  being  mem¬ 
bers  in  good  standing  until  the  last.  Mr.  Stibb  had 
been  a  stanch  Republican  ami  had  taken  out  his 
naturalization  papers  immediately  after  his  five 
years  had  expired  and  became  a  thorough  Ameri¬ 
can  citizen,  lie  was  of  much  assistance  to  others 
who  wished  to  secure  their  naturalization  papers. 

Mr,  Frank  G.  Stibb  selected  for  his  life,  compan¬ 
ion  Miss  Lena  Peterson,  and  their  union  urns  sol¬ 
emnized  in  Rockford.  She  was  born  in  Skane 
Province,  Sweden,  July  17,  1858,  to  the  union  of 
Nels  and  Sissa  (Johnson)  Peterson,  natives  of 
Sweden,  who  were  reared  and  married  in  that 
country.  After  the  birth  of  four  children,  or  in 
1866,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Peterson  took  passage  on  a 
steamer  for  the  American  coast.  After  landing 
they  came  immediately  to  Rockford  where  the 
parents  reside  at  the  present  time.  Tho  father  is 
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a  mechanic  and  is  working  in  the  Forest  City 
Furniture  Factory,  lie  and  his  estimable  wife  are 
sixty-two  and  iU'ty-cight  years  of  age  respectively. 
Both  are  devout  members  of  tire  First  Lutheran 
Church.  Mr.  Peterson  is  a  Republican  in  politics, 
and  is  an  honest,  hardworking  man.  They  are 
the  parents  of  four  children,  all  of  whom  are  liv¬ 
ing.  The  eldest,  Nels  Peterson,  is.  a  molder  by 
trade,  and  is  a  resident  of  Chicago.  lie  married  a 
Miss  Ilanson.  The  third  child,  Cliestio,  is  at  home 
and  the  youngest,  Mary,  lives  hr  Chicago. 

The.  original  of  this  sketch  is  Secretary  and 
Treasurer  of  the  .Scandinavian  Cemetery  Associa¬ 
tion,  of  which  he  was  one  of  the  organizers,  and 
ho  is  a  director  in  the  Union  Grocery  Company 
and  the  Swedish  Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Co.  So- 
ially,  he  is  a  member  Of  the  Unity  Legion,  No.  12, 
a  Master  Mason,  Rockford  Lodge  No.  102,  Scan- 
dia  Lodge  A.  O,  IT.  W,t  No.  54,  the  Odd  Fellows’ 
Society,  and  Social  Lodge  No.  140,  Select  Kniglits 
of  America.  Mr.  Stibb  and  wife  attend  the  First 
Congregational  Church  aiul  are  representative  cit¬ 
izens.  They  have  an  interesting  family  of  three 
children:  May  F.,  Harry  T.  and  Lillie  M.  Mr. 
Stibb  and  his  son,  Harry  T.,  are  the  only  members 
of  his  father’s  family  now  living. 


EUSKBIA  N.  HUNTLEY,  M.  I).,  is  one  of 
the  successful  physicians  and  surgeons  of 
}  Rockford,  where  she  has  engaged  in  prac¬ 
tice  since  1.878.  She  is  a  native  of  Herkimer 
County,  N,  Y.,  .and  a  daughter  of  the  Rev.  Lyman 
Huntley,  who  for  some  yearn  was  a  Baptist  minis¬ 
ter,  but  falling  health  caused  him  to  withdraw 
from  that  work,  and  lie  engaged  as  a  harness 
dealer  in  South  Columbia,  N,  Y.  lie  was  born  in 
Otsego  County,  that  State,  and  is  still  living  at 
the  advanced  age  of  eighty-five  years,  retaining 
his  mental  faculties  to  a  good  degree.  His  life 
has  been  well  and  worthily  spent,  and  he  has  the 
respect  of  all  who  know  him.  He  is  an  own  cousin 
of  Lydia  Huntley  Sigourney,  the  poetess. 

The  Rev,  Mr.  Huntley  married  Miss  Elizabeth 
Tisdale,  who  was  horn  and  reared  m  South  Col¬ 


umbia,  N.  Y.,  and  died  in  that  place  at  the  age 
of  seventy- live  years.  Like  her  husband,  she  was 
a  life-long  member  of  the  Baptist  Church.  The 
Huntley  family  is  of  English  origin  and  its  people 
were  all  Baptists  in  religious  belief,  while  the  Tis¬ 
dales  were  of  Protestant  Irish  ancestry.  Four 
sons  the  Huntley  family  wore  the  blue  during 
the  li|te  war.  L.  C.  was  killed  at  Seam’s  Station, 
Va.,  near  Richmond,  while  on  skirmish  duty,  May 
16,  isi»5.  J.  W.  died  of  consumption  in  the  field 
liospital  of  Bowling  Green,  Ky.,  after  two  years 
of  service.  Hon.  S.  F.  is  a  graduate  of  Cornell 
University,  and  is  now  a  missionary  of  the  Con¬ 
gregational  Church,  located  in  Alexandria,  S.  Dak. 
He  has  been  a  member  of  both  the  Constitutional 
Conventions  of  South  Dakota  and  its  first  State 
Senate.  His  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Abi 
Townsend,  is  also  a  minister  of  the  Congregational 
Church  and  an  ex-professor  of  the  college  in 
Union  Springs,  N.  Y.  The  fourth  son  who  fol¬ 
lowed  the  old  flag  was  I).  T.,  who  married  Annie 
Fosket,  and  is  now  living  a  retired  life  in  Cald¬ 
well,  Sumner;  County,  Kan,  Anotherbrother  of  the 
Doctor  is  L.  1).,  who  wedded  Mu'-'  I.  Davis,  of 
the  Empire  State,  and  is  now  a  h:u — Jj- maker  and 
dealer  in  South  Columbia,  N.  Y.  The  only  living 
daughter  of  the  family,  with  the  exception  of  our 
subject,  is  J.  Gyrene,  wife  of  0.  P.  Ayres,  who  is 
living  a  retired  life  in  South  Columbia,  N.  Y.  E. 
E.  Huntley,  the  eldest  daughter,  died  of  consump¬ 
tion  at  Miller’s  Mills,  N.  Y.,  in  1857.  The  .young¬ 
est  daughter,  Mrs.  L.  A.  MeCutchen,  wife  of  J.  W. 
MeCutehen,  died  at  Norris,  Ill.,  of  pneumonia,  in 
1870. 

After  acquiring  her  literary  education,  which 
was  completed  in  Whiteslown  Seminary,  of  Oneida 
County,  N.  Y.,  Dr.  Huntley  engaged  in  teaching 
school,  and  was  thus  employed  in  Fulton  County, 
III.,  for  about  thirteen  years,  and  for  three  years 
of  that  time  was  a  teacher  in  the  High  School  of 
Canton,  Ill.,  for  which  responsible  position  she  was 
fully  prepared  by  her  splendid  education.  The 
fact  that  she  holds  a  State  certificate  fully  attests 
her  qualifications.  At  length,  determined  to  study 
medicine  and  engage  in  its  practice  as  a  life  work, 
she  entered  the  medical  department  of  the  State 
University  of  Michigan,  at  Ann  Arbor,  and  later 
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did  clinical  work  in  tho  hospitals  at  Chicago  for 

tUDr.  Huntley  came  to  Rockford  in  1873.,  and  lias 
an  office  at  No.  204  North  First  Street.  She  has 
built  up  a  large  and  constantly  growing  practice. 
From  her  mother  she  inherited  great  energy  and 
the  determination  to  carry  out  whatever  she  under¬ 
took,  so  that  she  has  been  very  successful,  and  her 
reputation  as  a  physician  and  surgeon  might  well  j 
be  envied  by  those  who  have  longer  followed  this 
work.  She  makes  a  specialty  of  the  diseases  of 
women  and  children,  and  her  patrons  are  from 
among  the  best  class  of  people.  She  is  a  lady  of 
truly  progressive  spirit,  and  has  made  many  warm 
friends  in  Rockford.  Her  large  practice  has  proved 
remunerative,  and  she  is  now  the  owner  of  consid¬ 
erable  real  estate.  In  religious  belief,  she  is  a 
Presbyterian. 

The  attention  of  the  reader  is  invited  to  the 
lithographic  portrait  of  Dr.  Huntley,  which  appears 
on  an  accompanying  page. 


EBERT  DICKINSON,  a  well-known  busi- 
mpl  ness  man  of  Rockford,  who  is  engaged  in 
Jp|  the  laying  of  concrete  pavement,  claims 
H IjJ  New  York  as  the  State  of  his  nativity,  and 

was  the  fourth  in  order  of  birth  in  a  family  of 

seven  children,  of  whom  ho  is  now  the  only  sur¬ 
vivor.  His  father,  Edwin  Dickinson,  was  bom 
near  Attica,  N.  Y.  The  paternal  grandfather  of 
our  subject  reached  the  advanced  age  of  ninety 
years,  and  his  wife  was  ninety-two  years  at  tho 
time  of  her  death.  Edwin  learned  tho  trade  of 
carriage-making  and  blacksmitiiing,  and  went  to 
Oneida  County,  N.  Y.,  where,  being  a  skilled  work¬ 
man,  he  secured  a  good  position  in  the.  New  1  ork 
Mills  of  that  county.  He  there  married  Sarah  Van 
Buren,  who  was  bom  in  Kinderhook,  and  was  a 
daughter  of  Ephraim  Van  Buren,  an  own  cousin 
of  President  Van  Buren.  The  family  lmd  boon 
slave  holders  in  tho  Empire  State  in  an  early  day. 

After  the  birth  of  some  of  their  children,  Edwin 
Dickinson  and  his  wife  left  Oneida  County,  N.  h 
and  removed  with  their  family  to  Calhoun  County, 
Mich,,  making  tho  trip  overland  with  teams  in 


18.12.  The  i’athor  there  secured  some  Govern¬ 
ment  land  in  tho  oak  opening,  not  far  from  Bat¬ 
tle  Creek,  where  he  developed  a  farm,  making  it 
his  home  until  1848,  when,  having  arranged  to  go 
into  the  carriage-making  business  in  Battle  Greek, 
he  removed  his  family  to  that  city,  whore  ho  died  a 
few  months  later  in  the  autumn  Of  that  year.  He 
was  thou  forty-four  years  of  age,  In  politics,  he 
was  a  Whig;  socially,  lie  was  a  Mason,  and  in  relig¬ 
ious  belief,  was  a  Presbyterian.  He  was  known  as 
a  worthy  and  upright  man,  highly  respected  for 
his  excellencies  of  character.  His  wife  long  sur¬ 
vived  him,  passing  away  in  1880,  at  tho  age/zf 
seventy -throe  years. 

Our  subject  was  quite  young  when  his  parents 
removed  to  Michigan.  In  that;  Stato,  ho  was  reared 
to  manhood,  his  boyhood  days  being  passed  in  the 
usual  manner  of  farmer  lads,  while  in  the  public 
schools  his  education  was  acquired.  At  Thrco  Riv¬ 
ers,  Mich.,  he  married  Miss  Martha  R.  King,  a  native 
of  that  place,  where  her  people  lmd  located  in  a 
very  early  day.  Her  father,  Benjamin  King,  was 
bom  in  New  York  and  died  in  Three  Rivers,  at 
about  the  age  of  seventy-five.  He  married  Miss 
Wetturbee,  mother  of  Sirs.  Dickinson,  and  after 
her  death  was  again  married,  his  second  wife,  also 
being  deceased.  Mrs.  Dickinson  was  one  of  eight 
children.  She  is  an  intelligent  and  cultured  lady, 
and  has  proved  a  true  helpmate  1o  her  husband. 
Their  union  has  been  blessed  with  two  children : 
S.  Isabella  and  Floyd  E. 

During  the  late  war,  Mr.  Dickinson  enlisted  m 
tho  Michigan  Battalion  of  Merrill  Horse,  which  af¬ 
ter  some  months  became  known  as  the  Second  Mis¬ 
souri  Cavalry.  With  his  command  he  participated 
in  the  battles  of  Memphis,  Kirksville  and  Moore’s 
Mills,  together  with  minor  engagements,  and  later 
went  with  the  division  that  captured  kittle  Rock, 
and  raided  the  State  of  Arkansas.  After  three 
years  of  faithful  service,  he  was  honorably  dis¬ 
charged  in  the  fall  of  1HG4.  Ho  saw  much  hard 
fighting,  and  had  many  narrow  escapes.  He  was  a 
few  times  hit  by  spent  balls,  but  was  never  dis¬ 
abled,  and  it  was  very  seldom  that  lie  did  not  re¬ 
port  for  duty.  , 

On  the  28th  of  dune,  1882,  Mr.  Dickinson  left 
Battle  Creek,  Mich.,  and  in  company  with  his  fam- 
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i!y  came  to  Rockford,  where  lie  lias  been  engaged 
in  business  in  the  lino  above  mentioned.  The 
pavement  known  as  the  Staples  cement  pavement, 
which  was  invented  by  Mr.  Staples,  who  is  yet  a 
resident  of  Battle  Creek,  was  brought  to  this  city 
by  our  subject,  and  has  come  into  general  use.  Its 
value  has  been  thoroughly  tested,  and  it  is  found 
to  be  a  reliable  and  lasting  paving,  I-Iis  work  be¬ 
ing  thus  proven,  he  has  received  a  liberal  patron¬ 
age,  and  is  carrying  on  a  successful  business.  An 
enterprising  and  industrious  man,  he  well  deserves 
the  prosperity  which  has  attended  his  efforts. 


GEORG  E  X.  LUGE.  Notwithstanding  the 
rapid  growth  of  the  agricultural  affairs  of 
the  county  in  the  last  few  years,  and  the 
progressive  ideas  advanced,  Mr.  Luce  has  kept 
thoroughly  apace  with  the  times  and  is  considered 
one  of  the  leading  farmers  of  the  county.  He  is 
a  self-made  man,  and  principally  self-educated, 
and  all  his  accumulations  are  the  result  of  honest 
work  and  unflagging  industry. 

Our  subject  first  saw  the  light  of  day  in  Tolland 
Township,  Tolland  County,  Conn,,  June  29,  1819, 
and  his  parents,  Israel  and  Julietta  G.  (Ramsey) 
Luce,  were  also  natives  of  that  county  and  town¬ 
ship.  The  father  was  born  on  the  14th  of  Jan¬ 
uary,  1781,  and  died  in  his  native  county  on  the 
23c1  of  August,  1878.  He  was  one  of  three  chil¬ 
dren  born  to  Joseph  and  Priscilla  (Loomis)  Luce, 
the  former  an  Englishman,  ivho  came  to  this  coun¬ 
try  with  two  brothers.  One  settled  in  Vermont, 
another  settled  in  the  Far  W ost,  and  Joseph  lo¬ 
cated  in  Connecticut,  whore  his  son,  Israel,  and 
his  grandson,  George  L.,  were  born.  He  died  in 
Tolland  Township,  Tolland  County,  of  that  State,, 
when  a  very  aged  man.  He  served  five  years  in 
the  Revolutionary  War  and  was  an  officer  in  the 
same.  Many  of  our  subject’s  ancestors  were  pro¬ 
fessional  men  and  prominent  on  land  and  sea. 
'  Joseph  Luce's  wife,  Priscilla  (Loomis)  Luce,  was 
horn  in  Connecticut  and  there  passed  her  entire 
life.  The  mother  of  our  subject  was  born  in  Provi¬ 
dence,  R.  L,  and  was  the  daughter  of  William 
Ramsey,  a  native  of  South  Carolina,  who  followed 
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the  seas  from  early  boyhood  and  became  captain 
of  a  vessel.  Later  in  life,  he  abandoned  the  sea  and 
engaged  in  the  wholesale  grocery  business.  lie 
died  near  Providence,  it.  I.,  from  the  effects  of  a 
sabre  thrust  received  in  a  battle  near  Newport, 
when  about  seventy  years  of  ago.  lie  was  in  the 
French  Revolution.  Ilis  wife  was  born  near  Provi¬ 
dence,  R,  I.,  and  there  passed  away  when  quite? an 
old  lady.  Her  maiden  name  was  Dyer. 

Our  subject  is  one  of  five  children,  three  sons 
and  two  daughters,  four  of  whom  are  now  living, 
and  he  remained  With  his  parents  until  twenty- 
two  years  of  age.  From  there  lie  went  to  Ala¬ 
bama  and  worked  at  the  carpenter’s  trade  for  a 
year  or  two,  and  then  entered  a  machine-shop, 
where  he  continued  for  about  five  years.  Later, 
he  went  to  Mobile,  thence  to  New  Orleans,  and 
then  came  up  the  Mississippi  River  to  Galena,  Ill. 
After  remaining  there  a  short  time,  he  went  by 
stage  to  DeKalb  County,  this  State,  and  there 
bought  two  hundred  acres  of  wild  land.  lie  sub¬ 
sequently  invested  in  six  hundred  acres  more,  but 
he  finally  disposed  of  all  his  DeKalb  County  prop¬ 
erty.  He  had  but  a  few  dollars  when  ho  came  to 
this  Share,  and  lib  nearest  market  was  Chicago, 
where  he  could  have  purchased  many  acres  Of  land 
fora  mere  song.  However,  by  his  untiring  indus¬ 
try  and  excellent  management,  lie  has  aecumu- 
:  lated  a  comfortable  competency  and  has  little  to 
regret  in  the  past. 

Air,  Luce  selected  his  Wife,  in  the  person  of  Miss 
Harriet  Russell,  a  native  of  Ross  County,  Ohio, 
and  their  nuptials  were  celebrated  on  the  6th  of 
January,  1853.  She  was  one  of  thirteen  children 
born  to  Laurence  and.  Alary  (Huff)  Russell,  but 
only  five  of  these  children  are  now  living.  Her 
father,  Laurence,  was  a  native  of  Virginia,  but 
moved  to  Illinois,  and  died  in  DeKalb  County, 
when  soventy-throo  years  of  age.  His  wife  was 
born  in  Virginia  and  died  in  DeKalb  County,  Ill., 
when  seventy-seven  years  of  age.  Air.  and  Airs. 
Luce’s  union  has  been,  blessed  by  the  birth,  of  three 
sons,  who  are  as  follows:  George  E.,  born  in 
DeKalb  County,  Ill.,  October  28,  1853,  married 
Miss  Ella  Ward,  and  is  the  father  of  three  children, 
a  son  and  two  daughters;  Laurence  R.,  born  in 
DeKalb  County,  October  2,  1856,  married  Alias 
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EUa  Pritchard,  and  is  the  lather  of  four  children, 
a  son  and  three  daughters;  and  Oscar  L.,  born  m 
Golden  City,  Colo.,  on  the  21st  of  September,  1802. 

In  1859,  our  subject  and  family  went  to  Colo¬ 
rado  and  he  was  there  engaged  in  mining  and 
farming,  and  also  worked  some  at  the  carpenter's 
trade  for  about  ten  years.  He  resided  for  some 
time  at  Camp  Collins,  Larimer  County,  and  while 
there  held  the  office  of  Justice  of  the  Peace.  Prom 
Colorado,  Mr.  Luce  went  to  Olathe,  Johnson 
County,  Kan.,  and  purchased  a  farm,  but  Wo  years 
later  he  sold  part  of  this  farm,  about  two  hundred 
and  fifty  acres,  and  one  of  his  sons  is  residing  on 

the  remainder  at  the  present  time.  In  1878,  our 
subject  came  to  Boone  County  and  is  now  a  resi¬ 
dent  of  Belvidere,  being  practically  retired,  He 
owns  village  property  in  Olathe,  Kan.,  also  some 
of  the  finest  city  properly  in  Belvidere,  and  other 
propertv  in  the  county.  Wherever  he  has  resided, 
Mr.  Luce  has  held  looalWjsition  and  has  dis¬ 
charged  the  duties  of  the  same  in  a  most  creditable 
and  efficient  manner.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Luce  have 
been  members  of  the  Methodist  Church  for  years 
and  contribute  liberally  to  all  worthy  movements. 
Mr.  Luce  first  voted  for  a  Democratic  President, 
but  since  the  formation  of  the  Republican  party 
he  has  advocated  its  principles. 

VIIA1AM  .1.  CLEVELAND.  The  name 

which  stands  at  the  head  of  this  biograph¬ 
ical  outline  will  bo  at  once  recognized  as 
belonging  to  one  of  the  most  energetic  agricul¬ 
turists  and  business  men  in  .Seward  Township, 
"Winnebago  County.  He.  has  one  of  the  finest 
farms  in  Northern  Illinois,  in  which  region  he 
commenced  building  his  fortune  and  where has 
gained  a  competence.  Aside  from  farming  be  is 
interested  in  the  elevator  and  creamery  at  Howard, 
and  Ids  enterprise  and  ability  in  managing  affairs 
have  brought  him  success. 

Bom  in  Hebron,  Washington  County,  N. 

July  21,  1829,  our  subject  is  a  son  of  Job  W.  and 
Almira  Cleveland,  the  former  of  whom  was  bom 
in  the  above-named  State  and  town,  August  7, 
*1790.  The  paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject 


also  bore  the  namo  of  Job  and  was  bom  in  1757 
in  .Now  York  and  died  in  Washington  County. 
He  was  the  father  of  oloven  children,  and,  like  all 
our  subject's  ancestors,  was  a  farmer. 

The  father  of  our  subject  died  July  7,  1870,  in 
Wethersfield,  Wyoming  County,  N,  Y.  Ills  wife, 
Almira  Pen  ton,  was  a  native  of  Dorset,  Vt,,  her 
birth  occurring  November  12,  1799;  she  died  in 
Wethersfield  on  her  eighty-seventh  birthday. 
Her  parents  were  also  natives  of  the  Green 
Mountain  State  and  departed  this  life  in  Genesee 
County,  N.  Y.,  when  very  old  people.  The  Fen¬ 
tons  were  mechanics  and  pioneers  of  Vermont, 
where  they  were  recognized  as  honorable  and 
upright  citizens.  Grandfather  Fenton  drew  a 
pension  from  the  Government,  having  been  a 
soldier  in  the  War  of  1812,  in  winch  conflict 
the  father  of  our  subject  was  also  a  participant, 
mid  likewise  drew  a  pension. 

William  J.  Cleveland  came  to  this  county  when 
twenty-two  years  of  age  and  purchasing  land  in 
Seward  Township,  lived  thcro  for  four  years, 
when  lie  sold  liis  property  to  his  brother  S.  11. 
and  bought  his  present  farm  of  two  hundred  acres, 
a  portion  of  which  is  included  in  the  town  site  of 
Seward.  By  persistent  industry  and  enterprise, 
lie  placed  his  land  under  an  excellent  state  of 
cultivation,  erecting  thereon  all  the  needful 
buildings,  and  by  properly  cultivating  the  soil 
realizes  handsome  returns. 

The  lady  to  whom  our  subject  was  married  July 
8,  1851,  was  Miss  Jane  Curtis,  whose  birth  oc 
currnl  October  23, 1831,  in  Wethersfield,  Wyom¬ 
ing  County,  N.  Y.  She  was  a  daughter  of  Francis 
and  Sylvia  Curtis,  natives  of  New  York,  ’llw 
mother  is  at  present  living  in  Michigan,  in  which 
State  the  father  died  in  I860.  Mrs,  Cleveland 
was  a  member  of  a  family  which  included  eleven 
children,  all  of  whom  are  living  with  one 
exception.  Mr.  Cleveland  has  five  brothers  and 
two  sisters  living. 

Of  the  seven  children  bora  to  our  subject  anil 
his  wife,  six  are  living,  namely:  Albert  W.,  born 
in  Wethersfield,  N.  Y.,  August  27, 1852,  is  married 
and  has  four  children;  Maria  A.,  a  native  of  this 
county,  was  horn  August  26,  1854;  Adela  K,  a  so 

native  of  tins  eounty,  was  bom  June  10, 
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find  is  married  and  I  ms  had  live  children,  one  of 
whom  is  deceased;  Herbert  W.,  a  native  of  this 
county,  was  born  August  8,  I860,  Is  married  and 
the  father  of  three  children;  Clara  R.  was  born  on 
the  22d  of  May,  186*1,  is  married,  has  one  child, 
and  resides  in  Iowa;  Wilson  J.  was  born  July  3, 
1876,  on  the  twenty- fifth  anniversary  of  our  sub¬ 
ject’s  marriage, 

Mr,  and  Mrs.  Cleveland  are  members  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  in  which  denomina¬ 
tion  our  subject  has  been  Deacon  for  the  past 
twenty  years.  lie  is  a  believer  in  the  principles 
embodied  in  the  Republican  platform,  and  in  all 
national  elections  supports  it  with  his  vote.  His 
fellow-citizens,  marking  his  ability  in  carrying  on 
his  own  affairs,  have  called  upon  him  to  aid  in 
the  management  of  public  business,  ho  having 
tilled  many  positions  of  trust  and  responsibility. 

AN.IKE  DOW.  The  thrilling  scenes  through 
}  which  the  pioneers  passed  in  the  settle¬ 
ment  of  this  portion  of  the  Slate,  must 
ever  awaken  emotions  of  warmest  regard 
for  them,  To  pave  the  way  for  those  who  followed, 
and  to  make  settlement  in  the  West  a  pleasure, 
they  stemmed  the  flood  tide  wave  of  civilization, 
they  endured  all,  they  suffered  all  Mr.  Dow  is 
nne  of  those  few  spirits  who  now  survive;  many 
of  them  have  passed  away  full  of  years  and  honor, 
leaving  their  children  and  children’s  children 
and  strangers  to  succeed  them  and  enjoy  the 
fruits  of  their  toil,  privations  and  the  savings  of 
their  long  and  eventful  lives. 

Daniel  Dow,  whose  portrait  accompanies  this 
life  sketch,  was  horn  in  Perthshire,  Scotland,  and 
is  a  son  of  Alexander  Dow,  who  was  a  native  of 
the  same  parish.  The  latter-named  gentleman  was 
always  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits,  and  spent 
his  entire  life  in  his  native  land.  The  maiden 
name  of  the  mother  of  our  subject  was  Ann  McKwon. 
She  was  a  native  of  tlm  same  shire  as  was  her 
husband  and  spent  her  entire  life  in  Scotland,  To 
them  were,  born  eight  children,  namely;  John, 
Thomas,  Jane,  Alexander,  Charles,  Catherine, 
Daniel  and  Neal.  Charles,  Daniel  and  Catherine 
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were  the  only  members  of  the  family  who  came  to 
America,  all  settling  in  Winnebago  County. 
Catherine  became  the  wife  of  Robert  Dow,  who 
was  also  a  native  of  Scotland. 

Having  beard  wonderful  accounts  of  the  New 
World,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  before  reaching 
his  twelfth  year,  made  up  liis  mind  to  come  to 
this  country.  Before  attaining  his  majority,  he 
left  the  parental  roof,  and,  going  to  Liverpool, 
took  passage  on  a  sailer,  and  after  a  voyage  of 
seven  weeks  and  four  days,  landed  in  New  York. 
Having  friends  in  that  State,  lie  spent  a  twelve- 
month  there,  and  in  1838  came  to  Illinois,  via 
the  Erie  Canal  to  Buffalo,  and  thence  by  way  of 
the  Lakes  to  Chicago,  which  was  then  but  $  hamlet, 
lie  found  business  very  dull  there  and  soon  after 
visi  led  Peoria,  lie  returned,  however,  to  Chicago, 
whore  he  arrived  with  but  twenty-five  cents  in  his 
pocket.  Ho  was  fortunate  in  obtaining  a  situation 
in  a  general  store,  but  as  fever  and  ague  were 
very  prevalent  in  Chicago  at  that  time,  and  as  he 
was  himself  in  poor  health,  in  1836  he  determined 
to  return  to  Scotland- 

On  informing  his  employer  of  Ms  intentions,  the 
latter  tried  to  induce  him  to  remain,  but  Mr.  Dow 
was  inflexible  and  a  settlement  was  made.  His 
employer  was  to  be  at  the  store  the  next  morning 
to  pay  him  the  remainder  of  his  earnings  and  hid 
him  a  farewell.  However,  lie  failed  to  keep  the 
appointment  and  did  not  arrive  until  after  the 
boat  was  gone.  It  being  the  last  boat  which  left 
Chicago  that  fall,  and  as  there  was  no  railroad, 
young  Dow  returned  to  his  position  as  clerk  in 
the  store.  He  occupied  that  position  until  1841, 
which  was  the  date  of  his  arrival  in  Rockford,  at 
that  time  a  place  of  hut  a  few  hundred  people. 
The  suriomiding  country  was  very  sparsely 
settled,  deer,  wolves  and  other  wild  game  being- 
very  plentiful,  and  the  land  which  was  not  yet 
opened  up  was  owned  by  the  Government. 

On  making  his  home  in  this  now  prosperous 
city,  Mr.  Dow  established  himself  in  business  by 
opening  a  boot  and  shoe,  store,  and  in  a  short  time 
put  in  a  stock  of  general  merchandise,  buying  his 
l  goods  at  St,  Louis,  Cincinnati  and  New  York. 
1  His  first  trip  to  St.  Louis  was  made  with  teams  to 
j  Galena,  thence  by  the  Mississippi  River  to  his 
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destination.  In  later  years  he  went  by  the  way  of 
Pern  He  was  very  successful  in  business,  and  was 
prompt  iu  Wing  his  obligations,  never  having 
to  be  sued  or  even  dunned,  lie  continued  actively 
elided  ms  a  merchant  until  181,9,  when,  on 
account  of  ill-health,  lie  disposed  of  his  business 
and  crossed  the  ocean  to  visit  relatives  and  friends 
in  his  old  home.  Remaining  there  for  six  months, 
be  again  came  to  Rockford  and  a  short  time  after 
started  for  California,  leaving  New  York  and 
landing  in  San  Francisco  after  being  out  thirty- 
five  days.  He  traveled  quite  extensively  in  the. 
Golden  State  and  then  went  to  Oregon,  where  lie 
visited  the  principal  points  of  interest,  and  re¬ 
turned  home  via  Panama  to  Aspin wall,  and  thonee 
to  New  York.  He  then  commenced  dealing  m 
„min  in  Rockford,  and  from  that  time  has  oper¬ 
ated  more  or  less  on  the  Chicago  Board  of  Trade. 

A  man  of  decided  ability  and  genial  tempera¬ 
ment,  Mr.  Dow  is  very  popular  with  his  follow- 
citizens.  For  six  years  he  served  as  Alderman  of 
the  Third  Ward,  and  upon  retiring  from  the  cilice 
received  a  gold-headed  cane,  upon  which  was  the 
following  inscription;  “  D.  Dow,  Alderman  I  turd 
Ward,  Rockford,  from  ills  constituents.”  In 
social  life  lie  is  very  entertaining,  and  is  well 
calculated  to  aid  in  the  building  up  of  a  new 
country,  being  energetic,  affable  and  kind-hearted. 
As  a  splendid  example  of  what  may'  be  accom¬ 
plished  by  an  energetic,  determined  and  econom¬ 
ical  man,  we  point  with  pride  and  pleasure  to 
Daniel  Dow. 


DFNKLEY.  Among  the  popular 
//L  fiti'/anih  of  Urn  village  of  Winnebago  is  the 
gentleman  whose  name  introduces  this  bio¬ 
graphical  notice  and  who,  since  first  he  settled  in 
Winnebago  (\ unity,  lias  been  closely  identified 
with  its  progress  along  the  lines  of  agricultural, 
religious  and  educational  growth.  He  inherits  the 
sturdy  qualities  of  his  English  forefathers  and  he 
himself  is  a  native  of  England,  born  in  Northamp¬ 
tonshire,  January  11, 1818. 

The  father  of  ouv  subject,  Joseph  Dunkley,  was 


j  born  in  the  same,  shire  in  which  his  son  first  saw 
the  light,  and  was  there  reared  to  farming  pursuits, 
in  which  occupation  lie  spent  his  entire  life  in  the 
shire  of  his  birth.  His  wife,  whose  maiden  name 
was  Sarah  Cooper,  was  born  in  Northamptonshire, 
England,  and  became  the  mother  of  live  children-! 
William,  Janet,  Frances,  Elizabeth  and  Thomas. 
The  last-named  was  reared  in  the  town  of  Chapel, 
Brampton,  and  entered  the  employ  of  Cord  Spen¬ 
cer  nt  an  early  age,  remaining  with  him  until  ins 
death. 

The  next  employment  of  Mr.  Dunkley  was  at 
the  trade  of  a  butcher,  in  which  he  was  associated 
with  his  father,  and  he  was  also  the  proprietor  of 
an  inn  and  engaged  in  farming.  In  1819,  having 
resolved  to  seek  a  home  in  America,  he  took  pas¬ 
sage,  June  U,  at  London  on  the  sailing-vessel 
“City  of  Devonshire,”  and  landed  in  New  lurk 
after  a  voyage  of  nearly  six  weeks,  lie  was  ue- 
cumpanied  by  his  wife  and  two  children,  and  pro¬ 
ceeded  at  oneo  after  landing  to  Illinois,  via  the 
Hudson  River  to  Albany,  thence  by  railroad  to 
Buffalo,  and  from  there  on  live  Lakes  to  Chicago, 
and  thence  with  a  team  to  Rockford.  ^  The  roads 
were  very  bad  and  the  journey  from  Chicago  re¬ 
quired  almost  a  week. 

After  settling  In  Winnebago  CmmtyyMr.  Dunk¬ 
ley  worked  at  various  kinds  or  employment  for 
one  and  one  half  years  In  Rockford,  then  feeling 
that  it  was  time  to  secure  a  home  for  hw  family, 
purchased  eighty  acres  of  line  prairie  laud  in  wind 
is  now  Seward  Township,  paying  $l.2n  per  acre. 
There  was  plenty  more  good  land  in  the  vicinity 
for  sale  at  the  same  price,  1ml  lie  thought  it  would 
not  all  he  taken  up  in  his  day  and  so  did  not  buy 
for  some  time,  and  lie  paid  *3U  an  acre  for  the  in>i 
he  bought  after  ins  original  purchase. 

On  his  new  farm  Mr.  Dunkley  lirst  built  a  frame 
house,  1*2x18  feet  in  dimensions,  which  the  lamih 
occupied  until  18151,  when  he  built  ft  commodious, 
substantial, stone  residence.  As  a  thvrinoi-  lu-  was 
successful  and  purchased  other  land  at  dil  eien 
times  until  lie  became  the  owner  of  two  hundred 
and  forty  acres  of  well-improved  land,  and  still 
owns  two  hundred  acres,  but  has  disposed  of  the 
other  property.  He  occupied  the  farm  mid  en- 

„ft.red  in  actively  tilling  the  soil  until  18  <9,  when 
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l>e  built  the  residence  He  lias  since  occupied  in  the 
village  of  Winnebago,  dune  22,  18-16,  Mr.  Dunk- 
ley  was  married,  in  SI.  George’s  Church,  Ilauovcr 
Square,  London,  to  .Miss  Mary  A.  Withers,  who 
was  also  of  English  birth,  and  born  July  7,  1818. 
Fqr  more  than  thirty-six  years  the  worthy  couple 
lived  together  in  happiness,  sharing  their  joys  and 
working  for  the  accumulation  of  a  competency 
and  the  training  of  their  children,  until  October 
•1,  1882,  when  the  beloved  wife  and  mother  passed 
from  earth.  .She  was  a  faithful  member  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church,  to  which  Mr.  Dunkley  also 
belongs.  They  became  the  parents  of  eight  chil¬ 
dren  who  now  survive,  v.  m  one  exception, 
namely:  Thomas  W.,  Elizabeth,  Joseph,  Edward, 
Jolm,  William,  George,  who  died  March  2,  181)2, 
and  i/il lie.  Politically,  Mr.  Dunklcy  adheres  to 
the  principles  of  the  Democratic  party,  and  has 
always  contributed  his  inlluence  toward  those 
measures  which  will  benefit  the,  community. 

\||  OlIN  SMITH,  a  citizen  of  '//  'rough  integ¬ 
rity,  enterprise  and  intelligence,  is  highly 
prized  in  W'  inebago  Comity  ns  one  of  the 
early  settlers  in  Harlem  Township,  Horn 
in  Kin  tyre,  Argyllshire,  Scotland,  July  22,  1820, 
lie.  is  the  ?on  of  Daniel  and  Mary  (Montgomery) 
Smith.  He  attended  the  parish  schools  until  ili- 
tecn  years  of.  ago,  then  assisted  his  father  on  the 
farm  until  accompanying  his  parents  to  America 
in  1812.  After  the  death  of  the  father,  our  sub¬ 
ject  and  his  brothers  worked  together,  and,  as  they 
were  all  vevy  industrious, made  considerable  money , 
which  they  invested  in  lands,  until  they  owned  up¬ 
wards  of  a  section. 

For  many  yeans  after  locating  in  this  county,, 
there  were  no  railroads,  all  the  grain  being  hauled 
to  the  Chicago  market,  with  ox  and  horse,  teams, 
our  subject  making  twenty-five  trips  to  tlml  city 
in  one  year,  He  relates  that  at  one  rime  lit*  drove 
m  with  a  load  of  beef,  and  after  selling  all  but  one 
quarter,  drove  all  over  the  city  to  find  a  customer 
for  that,  In  1852,  the  brothers  divided  their  prop¬ 
erty,  our  subject  locating  upon  Hie  farm  where 
lie  now  resides.  At  that  time  the  land  was  heav¬ 


ily  timbered,  but  Mr, , Smith  sot  industriously  to 
work  to  clear  it,  erecting  buildings  in  accordance 
with  Ids  means.  His  frame  house  was  16x21  feet 
hi  dimensions  and  one  story  in  height.  A  few 
years  later  he  erected  a  large  frame  ham  with  stone 
basement,  which  was  replaced  by  a  larger  one  in 
1878.  A  commodious  frame  house  was  built  in 
1868,  and  is  now  occupied  by  our  subject’s  son 
James,  om-  subject  residing  in  a  beautiful  dwell¬ 
ing,  into  which  the  family  moved  in  1892. 

The  estate  of  our  subject  includes  two  hundred 
and  forty  acres  in  one  body,  besides  which  he 
owns  sixty  acres  of  pasture  and  timber  land.  The 
buildings,  which  are,  neat  and  substantial,  are  lo¬ 
cated  on  a  rise  of  ground  commanding  a  line  view 
qf  the  surrounding  country,  December  1 2,  1852, 
Miss  Elizabeth  Montgomery,  who  was  born  in 
Kintyre,  Scotland,  was  united  m  marriage  with 
our  subject.  Mrs,  Smith  was  a  daughter  of  James 
and  Jane  ((’aid well)  Montgomery,  pioueeis  of 
llarlem  Township,  The  five  children  comprising 
the  family  of  our  subject  and  his  wife  .ire:  Hamel 
M.,  Jane,  Flora,  James  M-  and  Mary  E.  Daniel 
married  Catherine  Brown  and  has  one  sun,  Charles; 
Jane  is  Mrs.  James  S.  Reid,  of  llarlem  Township, 
and  has  four  children:  Russel,  Lulu,  Ilowie  and 
Mary  I.;  James  married  Mary  Greenlee  and  is  re¬ 
siding  on  the  old  homestead.  The  family  of  our 
!  subject  are  all  members  of  the  Willow  Creek  Pres- 
:  hylerian  Chnreli,  and,  in  politics,  our  subject  is  a 
member  of  the  Republican  party. 

eARI.  J.  .SWENSON, a  stockholder  ami  Direr, 
tor  and  the  Superintendent,  of  the  Skaudia 
1  Furniture  Company  of  LRk kford,  has  been 
■  connected  with  this  enterprise  since  the  organiza- 
■  lion  of  the  company,  in  February,  1889.  The 
i  factory  is  /periled  on  North  Second  Street,  on  the 
i  east  bank  of  Rock  River,  and  business  was  begun 
!  in  September  of  the  year  above  mentioned.  Em- 
j  ployment  hr-S  been  continuously  furnished  to  one 
|  hundred  and  fifty  men,  of  whom  Mr.  Swenson  has 
;  had  the  superm  tendency  during  the  entire  opera- 
j  tion  of  Hie  factory. 

1  Our  subject  was  bom  not,  far  from  Gollonlnirg, 
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Sweden,  on  the  l lth  of  December,  1856,  and  thero 
resided  until  fifteen  years  of  age,  when  lie  began 
life  for  himself,  since  which  time  he  has  been  de¬ 
pendent  upon  his  own  resources.  Going  to  the 
city  near  lvis  homo,  he  there  learned  the  cabinet¬ 
maker’s  trade,  after  which  he  crossed  the  Atlantic 
to  America  in  1879,  following  his  brother  h.  M 
Swenson,  who  had  previously  emigrated  to  this 
country.  Ho  is  now  married  and  follows  farming 
near  Watervillo,  Minn.  He  also  had  one  brother, 
Albin,  who  came  to  this  country  in  1880,  and  died 
in  Rockford  in  1882,  and  a  brother  August  and  sister 
Josephine,  who  came  in  1881.  ,Tliis  last  brother 
is  a  cabinet-maker  and  is  employed  by  the  Skandia 
furniture  Company;  the  sister  is  the  wife  of  E.  A. 
Nomnan,  Of  the  firm  of  UUmark  A  Norrman,  tin¬ 
ners.  The  parents  came  afterward  to  the  United 
States,  the  year  1882  witnessing  their  arrival, 
since  which  time  they  have  made  their  homo  in 
Rockford.  The  father,  Swen  Swenson,  is  a  suc¬ 
cessful  cabinet-maker,  employed  by  the  Rockford 
Co-operative  Furniture  Company. 

The  marriage  of  our  subject  was  celebrated  in 
this  city,  the  lady  of  his  choice  being  Miss  Alma  C. 
Olson,  who  was  born  in  Sweden,  on  the  17th  of 
August,  1857,  and  crossed  the  water  in  1885,  since 
which  tiniAhev  home  has  been  in  Rockford.  Her  j 
mother  died  in  Sweden,  but  her  father,  Olof  John¬ 
son,  is  now  a  resident  of  Rockford  and  a  cabinet¬ 
maker,  engaged  with  the  Skandia  Furniture  Com¬ 
pany.  The  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Swenson  has 
been  blessed  with  two  children:  TUorborg  aud 

Carl  E,  ... 

In  connection  with  his  other  business  interests, 
Mr.  Swenson  was  one  of  the  original  stockholders 
in  the  Co-operative  Furniture  Company,  and  was 
the  first  "cabinet-maker  to  draw  a  plane  in  its  shops. 
He  was  also  its  Superintendent  for  three  years, 
after  working  as  a  common  employe  for  seven  years. 
He  was  also  employed  for  a  time  in  the  Forest  City 
Furniture  Factory  and  since  1889,  as  before  stated, 
lias  been  Superintendent  of  the  Skandia  l<  urniture 
Company.  He  has  lived  a  busy  and  useful  life, 
performing  each  task  faithfully  and  well,  and  thus 
his  merit  has  won  him  promotion.  IJc  is  also  a 
valued  citizen  of  the  community,  interested  in 
everything  pertaining  to  the  general  welfare,  and 


is  of  a  progressive  spirit.  In  this  community  ho 
has  made  many  friends,  who  esteem  him  highly  for 
his  sterling  worth,  and  ho  is  well  deserving  of  rep- 
r^son tation  in  the  history  of  his  adopted  county. 


®  OHN  A.  BRANDSTROM,  who  is  engaged 

I  in  the  boot  and  shoo  business  at°No.  630 
-II  seventh  Street,  Rockford,  claims  Sweden 
(§P  as  the  land  of  lus  nativity.  Ho  was  born 
on  the  10th  of  September,  1861,  and  is  a  son  of 
John  and  Mary  (Peterson)  Brandstrom,  both  of 
whom  are  still  living  in  the  Old  Country  and  are 
now  past  the  age  of  tlirce-scoro  years.  With  the 
Lutheran  Church  they  hold  membership.  They 
had  several  children,  those  who  came  to  this 
country  being  Charles  G.,  who  is  now  in  business 
with  our  subject,  and  three  sisters:  Amanda.-now 
Mrs.  Borg,  of  this  city;  llulda,  now  Mrs.  Limi- 
burg;  and  Anna,  who  lives  with  her  oldest  sister. 

Our  subject  spent  hi$  boyhood  days  under  the 
parental  roof  and  when  thirteen  years  of  age  be¬ 
gan  serving  an  apprenticeship  to  the  trade  of  a 
shoemaker,  which  he  has  followed  throughout 
his  entire  life.  He  was  the  .first  of  his  family  to 
cross  the  Atlantic  to  seek  a  |  homo  in  the  New 
World.  Bidding  good-bye  to  his  native  land,  he 
:  prepared  to  sail,  and  the  month  of  April,  1882, 
witnessed  his  emigration  to  America.  Ho  came 
at  one, o  to  the  West,  locating  in  Oregon,  III.,  where 
he  spent  two  years,  after  which  he  came  to  Rock¬ 
ford  in  1884.  lie  began  work  in  this  city  as  a 
shoemaker  until  April,  1889,  when  ho  established 
his  present  store  at  No.  680  Seventh  Street.  He 
occupies  a  store-room,  40x50  feet,  aud  has  it  well 
stocked  with  a  good  grade  of  boots  and  shoes. 

A  marriage  ceremony  performed  in  Rockford 
on  the  28th  of  October,  1884,  united  the  destinies 
of  Mr.  Brandstrom  and  Miss  Gustava  Anderson, 
who  is  a  native  of  the  same  province  of  Sweden 
as  her  husband.  Her  father  was  a  Swedish  soldier 
and  died  in  that  country  in  the  prime  of  hie-  Her 
mother  is  still  living  in  Sweden  and  has  passed 
her  sixtieth  birthday.  vSho  is  a  member  of  the 
Lutheran  Church,  to  which  her  husband  also  bo- 
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longed.  In  the  family  whs  one  son,  who  resides 
in  this  country;  August,  a  farmer  living  in  Ogle 
County;  and  a  sister,  Matilda,  makes  her  home  in 
Rockford. 

Three  children  grace  the  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Brandstrom,  a  son  and  two  daughters:  Ellen  T., 
C.  J.  Henry  and  Esther  A.  The  parents  both  be¬ 
long  to  the  Swedish  Lutheran  Church,  and  in  poli¬ 
tics  our  subject  is  an  independent  Republican. 
Since  he  established  business  in  1889,  he  has  built 
up  a  good  trade  and  is  now  enjoying  a  well-de¬ 
served  patronage.  He  is  recognized  as  one  of  the 
successful  Swedish  merchants  of  the  city  and  ranks 
deservedly  high  in  business  circles.  In  connec¬ 
tion  with  his  boot  and  shoe  store,  he  is  interested 
in  the  Rockford  Manufacturing  Company,  which 
has  a  capital  of  8200,000,  owning  five  shares  of 
stock  in  the  same. 


ON.  JOHN  J.  FOOTE.  To  bo  descended 
Ir^y  from  ancestors  whose  names  are  inseparably 
associated  with  the  annals  of  our  country, 
((|*|  is  an  honor  in  which  one  may  take  just 
pride,  but  it  is  equally  gratifying  to  the  biographi¬ 
cal  writer  to  record  the  deeds  of  those  who,  through 
long  and  honorable  careers,  have  preserved  un¬ 
tarnished  the  good  name  thoy  bear  and  have  even 
added  lustre  to  the  ancestral  history. 

It  is  therefore  a  pleasure  to  record  the  life  sketch 
and  present  the  portrait  of  Hon.  J.  J.  Foote,  of 
lk'lvidero,  for  the  benefit  Of  this  and  coming  gen¬ 
erations,  lie  was  born  in  Hamilton,  Madison 
County,  N,  Y.,  February  11,  181G,  and  is  the  son 
of  John  Foote,  a  native  of  Connecticut.  The  pa¬ 
ternal  grandfather,  lion.  Isaac  Foote,  was  born  in 
Colchester,  Conn.,  January  4,  1745,  and  in  1776 
settled  in  Stafford,  the  same  State.  In  1779,  he 
was  appointed  Justico  of  the  Peace,  and  was  fre¬ 
quently  elected  to  represent  the  district  in  tho 
State  Legislature.  When  tho  Constitution  of  the 
United  States  was  drawn,  he  was  chosen  delegate 
to  represent  the  town  in  the  general  convention 
appointed  to  canvass  tho  Constitution  in  order  for 
adoption,  and  it  was  unanimously  adopted  by  the 
convention. 


In  1795,  Grandfather  Foote  removed  West  as 
far  as  Smyrna,  in  that  part  of  Herkimer  County  now 
included,  in  Chenango  County,  N.  Y.  Three  years 
after  settling  there,  he  was  elected  to  the  State 
Legislature,  in  which  position  he  was  instrumental 
in  securing  the  organization  of  the  county  of 
Chenango.  He  served  with  honor  as  the  first 
Judge  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  and  General 
Sessions.  In  1800,  he  was  elected  Senator  and  oc¬ 
cupied  that  honorable  office  for  four  years.  In 
1806,  he  resigned  the  position  of  Judge  and  re¬ 
tired  from  public  life.  His  death  occurred  in 
Smyrna,  February  26,  1842,  when  lie  had  reached 
the  venerable  age  of  ninety-seven,  The  maiden 
name  of  bis  wife  was  Mary  Kellogg. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  educated  at  Hamil¬ 
ton  College,  Clinton,  Oneida  County,  N.  Y.,  and 
studied  law  with  Judge  Hubbard,  of  Hamilton.  In 
1813,  lie  was  admitted  to  the  Bar  and  practiced  in 
the  district,  and  United  States  courts,  becoming 
eminent  as  a  counselor  and  a  solicitor  in  chancery 
He  was  always  a  total  abstainer  and  a  great  ad¬ 
vocate  of  temperance.  At  the  age  of  ninety-one 
years,  he  delivered  an  able  address  which  was 
printed  and  had  a  large  circulation.  He  was  a 
charter  member  of  the  Congregational  Church  at 
Hamilton*  and  served  as  Deacon  and  Clerk,  remain¬ 
ing  a  faithful  Christian  until  his  death  in  July, 
1884. ^  He  was  first  married,  January  12,  1812,  to 
Mary  B.  Johnson,  the  mother  of  our  subject,  who 
was  born  in  New  Canaan,  Columbia  County,  N.  Y., 
and  was  tho  daughter  of  Dr.  Johnson. 

In  his  boyhood  days,  our  subject  attendedschool 
until  ho  was  eleven  years  old,  when  he  commenced 
to  learn  the  drug  and  medicine  trade,  but  attended 
Hamilton  Academy  during  the  winter  seasons  until 
sixteen.  After  that,  he  gave  his  time  to  business 
but  devoted  all  his  leisure  hours  to  study  until 
lie  had  completed  his  education.  The  degree  of 
Master  of  Arts  was  conferred  upon  him  by  Madi¬ 
son  (now  Colgate)  University.  He  engaged  in 
tho  drug  business  at  Hamilton  until  failing  health 
compelled  him  to  seek  rest  from  business  cares, 
when  he  came  to  Belvidere  and  located  on  a  farm 
which  he  owned  near  the  city.  In  1883,  he  moved 
to  the  city  of  Belvidere,  where  he  now  lives  retired. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Foote  ip  1839  united  him 
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with  Miss  Mary,  daughter  of  Amos  and  Mary  3< 
(Ov?en)  Crocker,  and  a  native  of  Lebanon,  N.  Y.  w 
They  have  three  children  living,  namely:  Mary  o 
Annette,  wife  of  Enos  Clark,  of  Kirkwood,  Mo.; 
John  Crocker  and  Harriet,  who  reside  in  Be!  vidore.  c 
In  politics,  Mr.  Foote  was  formerly  a  Whig  and  1 
while  a  member  of  that  party  was  elected  Super-  < 
visor  of  the  town  of  Hamilton,  Madison  County,  ] 
N.  Y.,  and  also  served  as  Chairman  of  the  County  i 
Board  of  Supervisors.  At  the  time  of  the  formation 
of  the  Republican  party,  he  entered  its  ranks.  In 
1857,  he  was  elected  to  the  State  Senate,  represent¬ 
ing  the  counties  of  Madison,  Chenango,  and  Cort¬ 
land,  and  introduced  into  the  Senate  the  famous 
Personal  Liberty  Bill.  He  was  well  acquainted  and 
in  perfect  accord  with  the  leaders  and  stood  high  in 
the  councils  of  his  party.  In  1860,  he  was  Presi¬ 
dential  Elector,  representing  Madison  and  Oswego 
Counties.  Since  coming  to  Illinois,  he  has  twice 
been  elected  President  of  the  Boone  County  Agri¬ 
cultural  Society,  for  five  or  six  years  has  repre¬ 
sented  Belvidere  on  the  County  Board  of  Super¬ 
visors  and  served  as  Chairman  of  the  Board. 

In  1873,  Mr.  Foote  was  invited  to  New  York  by 
Postmaster  James  to  accept  a  position  in  the  post- 
office.  There  had  been  numerous  defalcations 
previously  and  something  had  to  be  dono  to  check 
it.  He  organized  the  Auditor’s  Department  of 
that  office,  which  was  the  first  post-office  in  the 
United  States  to  have  such  a  department,  and  was  | 
acting  Postmaster  when  Mr.  James  was  absent. 
The  duties  pertaining  to  the  office  of  Auditor  are 
as  follows:  accounting  with  the  post-office  depart¬ 
ment,  supervision  of  the  cashier  and  money-order 
department,  receipt  and  expenditures  of  all 
°  moneys,  supervision  of  the  unpaid  postage  depart¬ 
ment,  collection  of  newspaper  postage,  and  of  quart¬ 
erly  rates,  supervision  of  the  repair  of  buildings, 
pouches  and  sacks,  and  supervision  of  the  different 
Stations  and  correspondence.  He  was  Auditor  of 
the  CustodianDepartmeut,  having  Charge  of  public 
buildings,  and  was  very  successful  in  the  position, 
which  beheld  three  yearn,  resigning  in  1876,  ho- 
cause  of  failing  health.  The  rules  and  regulations 
he  established  for  the  reorganization  of  the  New 
York  post-office  were  introduced  into  many  post- 
offices  of  the  large  cities  by  Gen.  M.  La  Rue  Harri¬ 


son,  of  Washington,  D.  C.,  so  that  the  reforms 
instituted  in  New  York  were  not  confined  to  that 
city. 

Gen.  Harrison  was  connected  with  the  money 
order  service  at  Washington,  lvis  duties  calling  him 
to  largo  cities  throughout  the  United  States,  re¬ 
organizing  and  reforming  the  service.  After  Mr. 
Foote  had  reorganized  the  posfcoffice  at  Now  York 
and  provided  “rules  and  regulations,”  which  were 
printed  in  pamphlet  form,  the  General  adopted 
them  as  his  guide.  Referring  to  this  in  one  of  his 
letters  to  Mr.  Foote,  he  says:  “I  have  told  post- 
office  men  over  and  over  again,  that  to  you  more 
than  to  all  others  combined  the  NewYork  office  owes 
its  present  state  of  efficiency.  -I  am  on  the  record 
and  ready  to  fight  for  it.”  Being  a  business  man, 
the  reforms  which  Mr.  Foote  instituted  were  based 
on  approved  “business  principles,”  and  proved 
most  beneficial. 


JOHN  LEACH  occupies  an  honorable  posi¬ 
tion  among  the  pioneers  of  Winnebago 
County,  and  as  an  active,  intelligent,  thrifty 
and  practical  farmer,  has  promoted  its  agri¬ 
cultural  interests,  and  is  classed  with  its  most  suc¬ 
cessful  and  wealthy  farmers.  He  is  a  large  land- 
owner  in  this  section,  and  his  residence  in  the 
county  dates  from  1849.  His  home  is. located  on 
section  36,  Durand  Township,  where  rich  harvests 
have  brought  him  wealth,  so  that  he  is  enabled  to 
spend  bis  declining  years  at  case  in  a  home  that  is 
replete  with  comfort. 

Like  many  of  the  prominent  residents  of  this 
county,  our  subject  was  born  in  England,  August 
7, 1824,  and  is  a  son  of  Jonathan  and  Catherine 
(Hi "gin bottom)  Leach,  also  natives  of  Lanca¬ 
shire,  where  the  father  was  a  dyer  in  a  woolen  mill. 
To  the  parents  were  born  a  family  of  seven  children: 
Anna,  George,  Samuel,  John,  Levi,  and  two  who 
died  in  infancy.  Our  subject  was  feared  in  Mos¬ 
ley,  England,  and  worked  at  the  trade  of  a  spin¬ 
ner  in  a  cotton  factory.  He  was  the  only  one  of 
the  family  to  come  to  the  New  World,  and,  setting 
sail  from  Liverpool,  November  13, 1847,  landed 
in  New  York  after  a  journey  of  thirty-five  clays 
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on  the  “Sheridan.”  Arriving  in  this  country,  Mr. 
Lunch  went  to  Rhode  Island,  and  in  March,  1818,  to 
Waltham,  Mass.,  where  he  pursued  his  trade.  The 
following  year  ho  came  to  Illinois,  and  being 
pleased  with  the  outlook  in  'Winnebago  County, 
remained  two  months  in  Durand,  and  during  the 
time  selected  the  land  which  is  his  present  home. 
Returning  to  the  Bay  State,  our  subject  resumed 
work  at  his  trade  until  April,  1853, 

In  August,  1851,  Mr.  Leach  and  Miss  Elizabeth 
Higginbottom  were  united  in  marriage.  The  lady  ‘ 
was  also  a  native  of  Lancashire,  England,  her  birth 
occurring  April  27,  1823.  She  was  the  daughter 
Of  Ilarlam  and  Anna  (Lees)  Higginbottom,  and 
accompanied  her  parents  to  the  United  States  in 
1841.  Her  father  located  in  Trenton,  N.  J,,  but 
not  being  able  to  find  work  at  his  trade  of  a  spin¬ 
ner,  did  manual  labor.  In  1842,  he  removed  to 
Rhode  Island,  where  lie  resided  until  1848,  then 
removed  to  Waltham,  Mass.,  where  lie  made  his 
home  until  coming  to  Illinois  in  1819.  Locating 
in  Durand  Township,  Mr.  Higginbottom  departed 
this  life  when  eighty-three  years  of  age,  and  his 
good  wife  when  three-score  years  and  ten. 

Mrs.  Leach  was  one  in  a  family  of  seven  chil¬ 
dren,  live  Of  Whom  grew  to  mature  years,  namely: 
Samuel,  who  resides  in  Norborne,  Mo. ;  Mrs.  Leach, 
who  was  the  second  in  order  of  birth;  Allen,  who 
resides  in  Holyoke,  Mass.;  Hannah,  who  married 
Isaac  Walker,  died  at  Cahoos  Falls,  N.  Y.;  and 
Ann,  Mrs.  John  McMann,  who  resides  in  Harrison 
Township,  this  county. 

The  original  of  this  sketch  made  a  permanent 
location  in  this  county  in  1853,  having  purchased 
forty-nine  acres  of  land  which  bore  partial  im¬ 
provements,  Ho  has  since  given  his  attention  to 
farming,  and  is  the  proud  possessor  of  three  hun¬ 
dred  and  fifteen  broad  acres,  upon  which  he  has 
placed  first-class  improvements.  He  also  is  quite 
.successful  in  stock-raising,  and  ranks  among  the 
progressive  farmers  of  this  section. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs,  Leach  have  been  born  eight 
children,  four  of  whom  are  deceased.  Those  liv¬ 
ing  are  Levi,  who  was  born.  August  24,  1852,  and 
resides  in  Aurora,  Buchanan  County,  Iowa;  he 
married  Hulda  Felts,  and  is  the  father  of  four 
children:  Mamie,  Edward,  Stewart  and  ap  infant. 
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John  S.,  who  was  born  August  5,  1857,  married 
Emma  Hicks,  and  has  two  children,  Donald  and 
Leonard.  Allen,  who  was  bom  November  2,  18G4, 
is  the  husband  of  Emma  Nelson,  and  makes  his 
home  in  this  township.  Lizzie,  who  was  born  De¬ 
cember  4,  1866','  is  Mrs.  Edwin  Barningham,  and 
lives  in  Harrison  Township. 

In  his  political  rdwtions,  Mr.  Leach  voted  the 
Republican  ticket  until  1890,  since  which  time  he 
casts  an  independent  ballot.  He  was  reared  in  the 
Episcopal  Church,  and  gives  liberally  of  his  means 
toward  its  support.  The  accumulation  of  his  hand¬ 
some  property  1ms  been  by  good  management  in 
all  of  his  enterprises,  and  by  the  assistance  of  a 
devoted  and  helpful  wife. 


zp^EORGE  GREENLEE,  senior  member  of  the 
III  c__  firm  of  George  Greenlee  &  Son,  hardware 
merchants  at  Belvidere,  is  of  Scottish  birth. 
He  was  born  in  Kintyre,  Argylesliire,  January  1, 
1828,  and  is  a  sou  of  Elder  John  and  Helen 
(Brown)  Greenlee,  a  sketch  of  whom  appears  else¬ 
where  in  this  work.  He  was  a  lad  of  only  eight 
summers  when,  with  his  parents,  he  crossed  the 
broad  Atlantic  to  America,  but  he  distinctly  re¬ 
members  many  incidents  of  the  voyage  and  of 
early  pioneer  life  in  'Winnebago  County,  where 
the  family  settled.  It  was  some  time  after  they 
had  located  here  before  there  were  any  schools  in 
this  part  of  the  count}'.  Finally,  a  district  was 
organized,  and  all  the  settlers  joined  together,  cut 
trees  and  erected  a  log  building,  which  was  located 
about  eighty  rods  west  of  the  present  site  of  the 
Willow  Creek  Church.  The  floor  was  made  of 
slabs  and  the  benches  of  the  same  material.  There 
were  no  desks  in  front;  holes  were  bored  in  the 
logs  On  either  side  of  the  room,  in  which  phis  were 
inserted,  and  slabs  laid  upon  these  served  for  the 
larger  scholars  to  write  on.  The  building  was 
heated  by  a  fire-place,  and  It  was  in  this  building 
that  the  Willow  Creek  Church  was  organized. 

When  very  young,  Mr.  Greenlee  commenced  to 
assist  his  father  with  the  labors  of  the  farm,  and 
under  the  parental  1’Oof  he  remained  until  his 
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marriage,  when  he  located  on  the  farm  which  he 
still  owns  in  Harlem  Township.  He  eon  turned  to 
actively  engage  in  agricultural  pursuits  and  de¬ 
vote  his  attention  to  the  improvement  of  his  land 
until  1876,  when  he  rented  his  farm  and  removed 
to  Belvidere.  He  embarked  in  the  hardware  busi¬ 
ness  in  company  with  his  brothers,  John  and 
Charles.  This  firm  continued  operations  until 
November,  1890,  when  Mr.  Greenlee's  son  suc¬ 
ceeded  to  the  interest  of  his  brothers,  ancl  the  firm 
became  George  Greenlee  &  Son.  They;  cany  a 
full  and  complete  stock  Qf  goods  in  their  line,  | 
have  worked  up  an  excellent  trade  and  are  num¬ 
bered  among  the  leading  merchants  of  the  city. 

In  1857,  our  subject  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Martha  Greenlee,  also  a  native  of  Kintyre,  Scot¬ 
land,  and  a  daughter  of  William  and  Martha 
Greenlee.  Their  union  lias  been  blessed  by  six 
children,  three  of  whom  are  living:  George, 
Martha  and  Lizzie,  who  are  all  at  home.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Greenlee  are  both  members  of  the  Presby¬ 
terian  Church  and  are  well-known  people  of  this 
community,  held  in  high  regard  for  their  many 
excellencies  of  character.  In  politics,  he  is  a  Re¬ 
publican,  and  is  a  public-spirited  and  progressive 
citizen  who  has  ever  borne  his  part  in  the  advance¬ 
ment  of  those  enterprises  calculated  to  benefit  and 
improve  the  community. 


-m®-" 


Ci?  ESTER  N.  GALLUP,  who  resides  at  No. 
II  (73)  402  Fayette  Avenue,  Rockford,  is  a  na- 
lltAV  tivo  of  Cleveland,  Ohio,  hut  was  chicily 
inmed  in  Newbtirg,  that  State,  where  he  received^ 
practical  eduction.  His  parents,  Jabez  and  Lu^y 
(Meech)  Gallup,  were  natives  of  Connecticut  and 
of  Scotch  descent.  In  the  Nutmeg  State,  they 
were  married  and  came  at  once  to  Cleveland,  Ohio, 
where  the  mother  died  at  the  age  of  thirty-seven 
years.  Mr.  Gallup  was  a  second  time  married  and 
removed  to  Denver,  Col.,  where  he  died  at  the  age 
of  eighty-four  years.  He  was  a  skilled  mechanic 
and  architect  in  house  and  ship  building.  In  early 
life,  he  and  bis  wife  belonged  to  the  Presbyterian 
Church  but  afterward  became  Congregationalists. 
He  was  a  well-informed  man,  unyielding  in  sup¬ 


port  of  what  ho. believed  to  be  right.  In  politics, 
he  was  a  stanch  Whig  and  afterward  a  Republican, 
and  in  the  War  of  1812  ho  served  his  country 

faithfully.  r  . 

At  an  early  age,  pur  subject  began  to  earn  las 
own  livelihood,  and  for  nearly  three  years  served 
on  a  boat  on  the  Mississippi  River  as  a  Weight 
checker,  lie  showed  decided  business  ability  in 
whatever  he  attempted  to  do  and  his  life  lias  been 
one  of  uprightness  and  honor.  He  became  con¬ 
nected  with  the  early  development  of  the  country 
west  of  the  Mississippi  River  about  1850.  In  1859, 
he  crossed  the  American  Desert  and  afterward  be¬ 
came  proprietor  of  trains  that  carried  all  the  busi¬ 
ness  which  was  done  with  the  Ear  West.  He  con¬ 
ducted,  and  was  proprietor  of,  different  wagon 
trains  which  ran  all  the  way  to  California.  Few 
men  are  better  acquainted  with  the  early  history  of 
the  West  than  Mr.  Gallup.  He  saw  Denver,  Colo., 
when  it  was  only  a  few  log  cabins,  a  mere  Indian 
trading-post,  and  visited  North  Platte  and  Kearney 
before  they  wore  known  as  towns.  He  became  well 
known  among  the  frontiersmen  and  was  a  personal 
friend  of  many  of  the  leading  pioneers.  He  also  be¬ 
came  acquainted  with  the  red  men  and  their  habits, 
and  has  helped  to  bury  many  massacred  by  the  sav¬ 
ages,  but  his  own  judgment  and  care,  supplemented 
by  undaunted  bravery,  made  him  safe  from  then' 
treachery.  If  it  were  possible  to  relate  all  the  ex¬ 
periences  Of  Mr.  Gallup  in  his  Western  life,  it 
would  fill  a  volume  and  the  story  would  be  one  of 
thrilling  interest.  Circumstances  led  him  to  be¬ 
come  connected  with  the  railroad  interests  and 
also  the  stock  business.  Ho  is  now  actively  en¬ 
gaged  in  looking  after  his  stock  in  Gentry  County, 

■  Mo,  and  is  the  live-stock  agent  for  the  railroad 
[  companies  through  the  West. 

In  St.  Louis,  Mo,  Mr.  Gallup  wedded  Miss 
,  Rebecca  Griggs,  who  was  bom  in  Illinois,  ami  is  a 
l  daughter  Of  Albert  and  Laura  (Judd)  Griggs,  na- 
l  tives  of  the  Empire  State,  and  of  French  and  Now 
-  England  descent,  respectively.  Her  father  died  at 
B  Glen  wood,  Mills  County,  Iowa,  in  1861,  Ho  was 
,  a  prominent  man.  in  that  county  and  was  serving 
„  as  Sheriff  at  the  time  of  his  death.  He  was  a  soldici 
,  during  the  War  of  1812.  In  politics,  he  was  a 
,-  Whig  and  afterward  a  stanch  Republican.  His 
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wife  now  makes  her  home  with  Mrs.  Gallup  at  the 
age  of  seventy  ■.seven  years  and  is  yet  remarkably 
well  preserved.  In  religious  belief,  she  is  a  Meth¬ 
odist  and  her  life  has  been  in  harmony  with  her 
profession. 

Mrs.  Gallup  is  a  cultured  and  refined  lady  and 
has  been  quite  prominent  in  temperance  work  in 
the  West.  She  was  one  of  the  pioneer  temperance 
workers  in  Jowa  and  is  a  personal  friend  of  Mrs. 
J.  Ellen  Foster.  Roth  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gallup  give 
their  support  to  whatever  tends  to  promote  the 
moral  interests  of  the  community,  are  consistent 
members  of  the  Baptist  Church  and  are  Prohibi¬ 
tionists  in  political  sentiment.  They  have  a  plea¬ 
sant  home  at  No.  402  La  Fayette  Avenue,  which  is 
brightened  by  the  presence  of  two  children:  Lulu 
F.  and  Fred.  Mr.  Gallup  is  recognized  as  a  man 
of  sterling  worth,  is  true  to  every  duty  and  is  of  a 
genial  nature.  ■ 

OUN  H.  LINDERMAN.  This  gontlemnn 
lias  done  much  to  forward  the  business 
interests  of  Winnebago  County,  and  as  one 
who  is  disposed  to  support  all  measures 
tending  toward  the  continuation  of  its  prosperity, 
he  is  well  worthy  of  representation  in  this  volume. 
He  is  at  present  residing  on  a  good  farm  in  Roscoc 
Township,  where,  besides  being  engaged  in  gem  ral 
agvicuM  nre,  he  make  a  specialty  of  stoclv-raisingj 
feeding  the  greater  portion  of  his  farm  products 
to  his  animals. 

A  native  of  Steuben  County,  N,  Y.,  our  subject, 
who  is  the  son  of  Henry  Linderman,  was  born  in 
1828.  His  father  was  also  a  native  of  that  State, 
whore  ho  spent  the  first  sixty  years  of  his  life,  then 
came  West  to  Roscoe  Township,  this  county,  in  the 
fail  of  1854,  making  the  journey  overland  with 
teams.  His  father,  the  grandfather  of  our  subject, 
S.  Linderman,  also  hailed  from  Now  York,  and 
after  rearing  a  large  family  died  at  the  advanced 
age  of  one  hundred  years.  Ho  was  a  patriot  in  the 
Revolutionary  War  and  an  industrious  and  reliable 
citizen. 

The  maiden  name  of  our  subject’s  mother  was 
Mary  Sobring,  a  native  of  Newfield,  Tompkins 


County,  N.  Y.,  and  the  daughter  of  Cornelius  Se- 
bving,  one  of  the  earliest  settlers  of  that  place, 
whither  he  had  removed  from  Pennsylvania.  I-Ic 
was  a  great  hunter,  and  as  bear,  deer  and  other 
wild  game  were  plentiful,  thus  kept  the  family 
larder  constantly  supplied  with  wild  meats.  He 
reared  a  family  of  three  sons  and  four  daughters 
and  died  in  New  York  at  the  venerable  age  of 
seventy-five  years.  He  kept  a  country  tavern 
and  was  thus  widely  and  favorably  known 
throughout  that  section  of  the  State,  being  one  of 
the  most  prominent  pioneers  of  his  day. 

John  II.  Linderman  made  his  advent  into  Illi¬ 
nois  in  1854,  at  which  time  he  was  accompanied  by 
his  mother  and  young  wife,  wiio  prior  to  her  mar¬ 
riage  was  Miss  Lucy,  daughter  of  Simeon  and 
Mary  A.  (Fargo)  Church.  I-Ier  parents  were  na¬ 
tives  of  Connecticut  and  later  removing  to  New 
York  were  farmers,  and  there  the  father’s  demise 
occurred;  Mrs.  Church  is  still  living.  The  first 
land  owned  by  our  subject  in  this  county  was  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres  on  section  1,  sixty  acres 
of  which  were  cleared,  and  an  old  house  and  stone 
hog  pen  completed  the  improvements.  In  1876, 
he  erected  his  present  commodious  and  substantial 
dwelling  where  were  born  their  seven  children, 
two  of  whom  died  in  infancy.  Those  living 
are:  Arthur  J.,  Ellen  J.,  Cora  B.,  Owen  C.  and 
Alice  E. 

Although  reared  a  Democrat,  Mr.  Linderman 
casts  his  vote  for  Republican  candidates.  He  has 
never  identified  himself  with  an 3'  church,  but  is  a 
liberal  contributor  to  the  support  of  all  worthy 
objects  and  has  aided  in  no  small  degree  the 
growth  and  prosperity  of  this  county. 

OHN  R.  JEWETT.  In  tracing  the  genealog3r 
of  the  Jewett  family  in  America,  we  find 
that  three  brothers  of  that  name,  all  black¬ 
smiths,  emigrated  from  Wales  to  this  coun¬ 
try  at  a' period  antedating  the  Revolution,  and 
tradition  has  it  that,  being  without  moans,  they 
agreed  that  one  should  black  himself  as  a  darky, 
and  ho  sold  as  a  slave  by  the  others.  He  was  af¬ 
terward  to  run  away  and  appear  in  his  own  proper 
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character.  They  did  this  in  order  to  procure 
money  to  buy  tools,  and,  after  earning  enough 
money,  they  paid  the  man  back.  From  these  broth¬ 
ers  sprang  the  Jewett  family  now  scattered  over 
the  United  States.  They  settled  in  different  New 
England  States,  married,  and  reared  largo  families. 
The  grandfather  of  our  subject,  Benjamin  Jewett* 

also  followed  the  trade  over  which  Longfellow  and 
Schiller  have  thrown  a  veil  of  romance  and  heroism, 
the  blacksmith  trade,  and  this  was  Ms  chief  calling 
during  life.  He  was  an  active  participant  m  the 
French  War,  and  was  in  the  battle  of  Quebec.  He 
also  served  in  the  Revolution  for  seven  years.  He 
married  Miss  Abigail  Bates,  of  Now  England,  and 
they  reared  a  large  family.  His  death  occurred  rn 
New  England,  and  his  wife  followed  him  to  the 
grave  in  Genesee  County,  N.  Y.,  a  number  of 
years  later. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  and  the  son  of  Ben¬ 
iamin  Jewett,  Levi  Jewett,  was  born  in  Windham 
County,  Conn.,  and  after  reaching  man’s  estate, 
he  married  an  own  cousin.  Six  weeks  after  the 
birth  of  their  first  child  (the  subject  of  this  sketch), 
they  went  to  Genesee  County,  N.  Y.,  making  the 
journey  of  about  four-  hundred  miles  through  a 
new  and  wild  country,  Willi  a  horse-team.  This 
youn"  couple  started  out  with  limited  means,  and 
thought  to  lay  the  foundation  for  future  comfort 
and  “prosperity  in  this  heavily-wooded  country. 
They  look  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  the 
Holland  purchase,  cut  the  first  tree  on  the  place  in 
1815  and  soon  had  a  comfortable  log  cabin.  There 
they  delved  and  toiled  for  seventeen  years,  and 
there  six  of  their  children  were  born.  They  then 
sold  out  and  removed  to  Attica,  then  m  that 
county,  but  now  in  Wyoming  County,  and  as  Mr. 
Jewett  had  learned  the  blacksmith  trade  of  his  fa¬ 
ther,  he  followed  tins  for  many  years  on  the  farm. 
Although  own  cousins,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jewett  reared 
ebrht  bright,  healthy  children.  Mr.  Jewett  died 
iiT Wyoming  County,  in  1839,  of  consumption, 
when  in  middle  life,  but  the  remainder  of  the  fam¬ 
ily  lived  to  be  old  people,  and  none  died  of  that 
fell  disease.  His  wife,  the  mother  of  our  subject, 
died  there  when  eighty  years  of  age,  and  left  seven 
Children.  She  had  buried  one  daughter,  Eliza  Ann, 
Mrs.  Chancey  Bykard,  who  died  when  thirty  years 


of  a<m.  Since  the  death  of  the  mother,  Marietta, 
another  daughter,  widow  of  Bisseli  Parker,  died  in 
middle  life.  .The  remainder  are  living:  John  R.; 
Harriot,  the  widow  of  a  Mr.  Chadwick,  resides  in 
Now  York;  Emma,  Mrs.  Jacob  Young,  resides  in 
Mich  Man;  Abigail,  Mrs.  Wilbur  Washburn,  re¬ 
sides  in  Attica,  N.  Y.;  Joel  B,  a  farmer  of  Gaines¬ 
ville,  N.  Y.;  and  Josiah  F.,  ft  mechanic  in  Attica. 

N.  Y.,  and  the  City  Marshal. 

John  R,  Jewett,  our  subject,  was  born  in  Wind- 
barn  County,  Hampton  Township,  Conn.,  August 
22,  1815,  and,  like  Tubal  Cain,  should  have  been 
a  ’man  of  might,  for  be  followed  the  family 
trade  of  blaeksmithing  on  his  father’s  farm  m  York 
State  until  twenty-two  years  of  age,  when  he  left 
the  parental  roof  to  scolt  his  fortune  in  the  Far 
West,  lie  left  Buffalo  for  Illinois  on  the  15th  of 
May,  1338,  and  came  by  way  of  the  Lakes  to  Chi¬ 
cago  on  a  vessel,  the  old  “James  Madison.”  .Af¬ 
ter  reaching  the  last-named  city,  ho  walked  to 
Harrison,  Winnebago  County,  whore  ho  had  an 
aunt  living,  and  later  engaged  at  his  trade  in 
Rockton,  where  lie  made  the  sawmill  irons  for 
three,  sawmills,  and  the  wrought  iron  works  for  the 
Talcott  gristmill.  In  1839,  lie  staked  a  clsiim^  of 
a  one-half  section  west  of  tho  ri  ver,  now  the  Car¬ 
penter  farm,  and  this  he  sold  for  $150,  being  sick 
and  wishing  to  return  to  tho  East,  He  was  taken 
sick  while  building  a  collar  for  Stephen  Made,  the 
first  stoned  cellar  in  tlio  northern  part  of  the 
county,  and  it  is  in  good  condition  at  tho  present 

^jlr.  Jewett  returned  in  tho  spring  of  1810,  with 
restored  health,  and  worked  at  his  trade  and  gen¬ 
eral  mechanics,  having  inherited  a  natural  taste 
for  tho  same  from  both  father  and  mother.  In  1 8 Hi, 
he  took  tho  contract  to  complete  the  work  then 
under  process  of  construction  by  others  who  wore 
taken  ill,  and  got  this  double  sawmill  up  in  good 
shape  in  1847.  This  mill  turned  out  much  lumber 
for  years.  In  1845,  Mr.  Jewett  bod  entered  eighty 
acres  Of  land,  part  of  his  present  home,  and  bough  t 
the  claim  for  $75,  walking  to  Dixon  to  pre-empt 
it,  and  in  due  course  of  time  he  obtained  a  title. 
In  1848,  he  bp  jit  a  sawmill  on  his  side  of  the  river 
nt  tho  dam,  and  ran  this  in  connection  with  o 
broom-handle  atul  lath  mill  until  1854,  when  he 
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sold  it  to  Lucian  Williams.  Since  then  Mr.  Jewett 
lias  been  engaged  in  farming,  erecting  his  dwell¬ 
ing,  barn,  and  other  buildings  on  the  place,  and  to 
the  original  tract  has  added  eighty  acres,  making  a 
tract  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  in  all. 

He  was  married,  in  this  county,  to  Elizabeth  M. 
Gilmour,  daughter  of  George  and  Mary  A.  (Wol- 
folk)  Gilmour,  natives  of  Kentucky,  in  which 
State  Mrs.  Jewett  was  bom  September  4, 1831,  and 
their  nuptials  were  celebrated  on  the  22d  of  May, 
1851.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jewett  have  buried  two  daugh¬ 
ters:  Clara,  who  died  in  1873,  when  in  her  twenty- 
second  year;  and  Ella,  who  died  in  1870,  when 
fifteen  years  of  age.  They  have  three  Sons  and 
one  daughter  now  living:  John  Regulus,  a  me¬ 
chanic,  carpenter  and  joiner;  in  Nebraska,  is  mar¬ 
ried  and  has  two  children;  George  L.,  a  carpenter 
in  Council  Bluffs,  Iowa;  Robert  Burns,  at  home, 
but  a  natural  meclmniG,  married  Miss  Winnie 
McMahon,  of  Harrison,  daughter  of  John  and 
Ann  (lliggin bottom)  McMahon,  and  they  have 
one  son,  John  Robert  Jewett.  Mr.  Jewett  was  at 
one  time  a  Whig,  and  later  he  became  a  Repub¬ 
lican,  but  of  late  years  he  has  taken  veiy  little  in¬ 
terest  in  politics.  In  1836,  he  cast  his  first  Presi¬ 
dential  vote  for  William  H.  Harrison.  He  assisted 
in  building  the  new'  church  in  Harrison,  and  al¬ 
though  he  contributes  liberally  to  its  support  and 
to  all  worthy  enterprises,  ho  is  not  a  member  of 
any  church.  He  has  held  the  oflice  of  Justice  of 
the  Peace  a  great  many  times,  also  other  minor 
offices,  and  has  discharged  the  duties  incumbent 
upon  them  in  a  creditable  manner. 

In  1843,  Mr.  Jewett  built  the  first  bridge  across 
the  Rock  River  at  Rockton,  and  this  was  the  first 
bridge  across  tire  Rock  River  in  Illinois.  The  next 
bridge  was  built  at  Rockford,  in  1845.  The  bridge 
built  by  Mr.  Jewett  was  at  Mark’s  Point,  and  was 
carried  away  by  very  high  water  many  years  later. 
Mr.  Jewett  is  practically  retired  from  active  duties 
but  looks  after  the  farm  his  son  R.  B.  is  now  run¬ 
ning.  Our  subject  has  a  family  relic  in  his  posses¬ 
sion  which  is  a  well-formed  little  hatchet,  or  toma- 
Imv'k,  which  his  grandfather  made  and  stamped 
his  initials,  B.  J.,  upon  it.  He  wore  it  in  his  belt 
at  the  battle  of  Quebec,  and  this  relic  is  a  sacred 
one  in  the  family.  Mr.  and  Mrs,  Jew'Ott  arc  both 


enjoying  excellent  health,  and  are  very  proud  of 
the  five  grandchildren  living,  especially  the  little 
baby  boy  at  borne.  The  maternal  grandfather  of 
Mr.  Jewett  was  an  active  participant  in  the  Revo¬ 
lutionary  War. 


/p^EORGE  B.  MOSS  is  a  typical  Illinois  citizen, 
[if  (==->  He  is  a  man  of  education  and  learning,  and 
as  such  is  well  known  all  over  the  county. 
Mr.  Moss  was  born  in  Boone  County,  Belvidere 
Township,  Illinois,  on  the  25th  of  September,  1845, 
and  is  a  son  of  Andrew  F.  and  Louisa  (Bristol) 
Moss,  botli  natives  of  New  York,  the  father  born 
in  Kingsbury,  Washington  County,  February  27, 
1817,  and  the  mother  in  Cato,  Cayuga  County, 
April  21,  1810.  Andrew  F.  Moss  was  one  of  thir¬ 
teen  children,  all  of  whom  grew  to  mature  years, 
born  to  Asa  and  Harriet  (Sherwood)  Moss,  who 
were  natives  respectively  of  Connecticut  and  New 
York,  the  former  born  March  14,  1779,  and  the 
latter  September  20,  1783.  They  moved  to  Boone 
County,  Ill.,  many  years  ago  and  both  died  here, 
the  father  April  11,  1856,  and  the  mother,  August 
17,  1846. 

Andrew  F.  Moss,  father  of  our  subject,  was  one 
of  the  very  first  settlers  of  Boone  County,  Ill., 
making  his  appearance  here  in  1836,  and  lived  to 
see  that  portion  of  the  State  grow  up  from  its  in¬ 
fancy,  to  be  dotted  with  productive  farms  and 
thriving  towns.  He  came  here  with  the  intention 
of  working  at  his  trade  of  carpentering,  and  when 
nineteen  years  of  age  he  had  charge  of  fifty  men 
in  that  business.  He  took  up  land  from  the  Gov¬ 
ernment,  and  resided  on  the  same  until  the  time  of 
his  death,  on  the  21st  of  July,  1883.  He  was  well 
known  all  over  the  county,  was  honored  by  all 
who  knew  him,  and  was  one  of  the  many  -who  spent 
the  greater  portion  of  their  lives  in  developing 
the  country,  that  their  children  and  grandchildren 
might  enjoy  the  advantages  which  they  themselves 
w'ere  denied.  His  wife  died  in  this  county  op  the 
15th  of  November,  1891.  Of  the  six  children 
born  to  this  much  esteemed  couple,  only  two  be¬ 
sides  our  Subject  are  now  living,  a  brother  and  sis- 
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ter.  Our  subject's  great-grandfather,  Sherwood, 
was  a  native  of  England,  and  settled  in  New  Eng¬ 
land  when  first  coming  to  America. 

Our  subject  passed  his  boyhood  and  youth  in  this 
county,  and  received  a  good  practical  education  in 
the  Relviderc  schools.  He  subsequently  spent  two 
years  in  the  Eastman  Business  College,  at  Chicago, 
and  is  considered  one  of  the  best-posted  men  in 
this  section.  He  has  gathered  weather  reports  for 
the  Government  for  fifteen  years,  and  was  statistical  I 
correspondent  for  the  Department  of  Agriculture, 
at  Washington,  D.  C.  He  remained  with  liis  par¬ 
ents  until  about  1882,  and  then  bought  eiglity-two 
acres  of  land  where  he  now  lives,  and  thirty  acres 
Of  his  father’s  old  horns tead. 

He  was  married  on  the  1st  of  January,  1878,  to 
Miss  Lydia  M.  Wood,  who  was  born  in  Greene 
County,  N.  Y.,  and  their  union  lias  been  blessed 
.by  the  birth  of  one  child,  a  son,  Hollio  L.,  who  was 
born  in  this  county  on  the  26th  of  November, 
1879^  Mr.  Moss  is  engaged  in  mixed  farming  and 
is  successful  in  this  as  in  every  other  enterprise  to 
which  ho  turns  his  hand.  He  is  a  Republican  in 
politics,  as  was  also  his  father,  who,  however,  be¬ 
lieved  in  electing  good  men  for  office,  regardless 
of  politics. 

. - - 

SHOMAS  N.  MILLER,  A.  M..  M.D.,  who  is 
engaged  in  the  practice  of  medicine  in 
Rockford,  was  born  in  Oneida  County,  N.Y., 


August  24,  1849,  and  is  descended  from  the  Pil¬ 
grim  Fathers.  His  grandfather,  Eliakim  Miller, 
was  born  in  the  Empire  State,  of  Massachusetts  par¬ 
entage.  Representatives  of  the  family  served  in 
the  Revolutionary  War,  and  the  eldest  son  of  Elia¬ 
kim  was  a  soldier  of  the  War  of  1812.  The  grand¬ 
father  spent  his  entire  life  as  a  farmer,  and  died  in 
'  Madison  County,  N.  Y.,  when  about  eighty  years 
of  age.  His  wife  also  reached  mYadvanoed  age. 
The  older  members  of  the  Miller  family  were  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Congregational  Church,  and  its  male 
representatives  were  all  Whigs. 

Amos  Miller,  father  of  our  subject,  was  born  in 
Madison  County,  N.  Y.,  and  in  an  early  day  emi¬ 
grated  to  Illinois,  settling  upon  an  unbroken  farm 


of  two  hundred  acres  in  Winnebago  County. 
There  he  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  until  his 
death,  which  occurred  in  1873.  llis  wife  boro  the 
maiden  namo  of  Elizabeth  Tyggort.  She  too  was 
a  native  of  Madison  County,  and  proved  a  faith¬ 
ful  helpmate  to  her  husband,  her  efforts  being 
largely  instrumental  in  securing  the  success  which 
he  achieved.  Mrs.  Miller  is  stib  living  on  the  old 
homestead  in  Winnebago  Township,  at  the  age  of 
eighty-three  years,  and  is  yet  remarkably  well  pre¬ 
served.  with  the  Congregational  Church  she 
holds  membership  and  to  that  society  Mr.  Miller 
also  belonged.  Her  family  is  noted  for  longevity. 
Her  father,  David  Tyggert,  a  soldier  of  the  Revo¬ 
lutionary  War,  died  in  Madison  County,  N.  Y.,  at 
the  age  of  ninety-two  years,  and  his  wife  was 
ninety-threo  years  of  age  at  the  time  of  tier  death. 

Our  subject  is  one  of  a  family  of  seven  sons  and 
one  daughter,  and  with  the  exception  of  one  son 
\  and  the  daughter,  all  are  yet  living  and  are  mar¬ 
ried.  Three  sons  are  farmers  of  Winnebago  Town¬ 
ship;  Josiali  is  an  attorney  of  Springfield,  Mo.;  and 
Richard  is  a  Congregational  clergyman  of  Milton, 
Wis. 

Dr,  Miller  was  only  five  years  of  age  when  the 
family  came  to  the  West,  and  upon  his  father’s 
farm  in  Winnebago  Township  the  days  of  his  boy¬ 
hood  and  youth  wore  passed.  He  entered  Beloit 
College,  from  which  he  was  graduated  with  the 
Class  of  ’73,  after  which  ho  returned  to  the  farm, 
remaining  at  home  for  a  few  years.  At  length  he 
determined  to  make  the  practice  of  medicine  his 
life  work  and  became  a  student  under  Dr.  Clinton 
Helm.  Later,  ho  entered  the  Chicago  Medical  Col¬ 
lege,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  the  Class  of 
’80.  He  at  once  established  practice  in  Winnebago, 
and  after  ten  years  came  to  Rockford,  where  he 
has  since  resided.  He  is  now  enjoying  a  good 
practice,  which  is  constantly  increasing  and  already 
he  has  a  reputation  of  which  an  older  practitioner 
miglit  well  be  proud. 

The  Doctor  was  joined  in  wedlock  in  this  comity 
with  Miss  Arvilla  A.  Lane,  who  was  born  in  Wis¬ 
consin  on  the  26th  o f  February,  1852,  and  is 
a  daughter  Of  William  II.  and  Emily  N.  (Wcarc) 
Lane.  Her  parents  were  natives  of  Maine,  and 
after  their  marriage  came  to  the  West,  locating  in 
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■Wisconsin,  whence  they  removed  U)  Winnebago  | 
County  in  1853,  locating  on  an  unbroken  tract  of  I 
land  in  Winnebago  Township.  It  is  now  a  highly 
improved  farm,  owing  to  the  untiring  efforts  of 
Mr.  Lane,  who  still  resides  there  at  the  age  v,C 
seventy  years.  Uis  wife  died  in  1875,  when  past 
the  age  of  fifty  years.  Both  were  members  of  the 
Congregational  Church.  Mrs.  Miller  was  reared 
under  the  parental  roof,  was  graduated  from  the 
Winnebago  High  School  and  afterward  engaged  as 
a  teacher.  She  is  a  cultured  and  intelligent  lady 
and  has  many  friends  throughout  this  community. 

Three  children  graced  the  union  of  the  Doctor 
and  his  wife,  but  Mary  E.  died  at  the  age  of  two 
and  a  half  years.  Tho  living  are  Edith  M.  and 
Bertha  A.  With  the  First  Presbyterian  Church 
the  parents  hold  membership.,  The  Doctor  is  a 
stalwart  supporter  of  the  Prohibition  party  and  is 
a  warm  friend  to  all  enterprises  calculated  to  pro¬ 
mote  the  moral  and  educational  interests  of  the 
city.  lie  is  recognized  as  a  valued  citizen  as  well 
as  a  skilled  physician,  and  his  aid  is  never  with¬ 
held  from  anything  calculated  to  promote  the  gen¬ 
eral  welfare  of  hiii  adopted  county. 


©IIAIU.ES  F.  ANDERSON,  President  of  the 
Union  Furniture  Company  of  Rockford,  is 
one  of  the  loading  business  men  of  the  city, 
being  connected  with  many  of  its  most  important 
industries.  Ills  portrait  is  shown  on  tho  opposite 
page  and  his  life  record  is  as  follows;  He  was  born 
in  Sweden,  April  16,  1840,  and  is  a  son  of  Andrew 
and  Christian  Nelson.  His  father,  who  is  now 
about  eighty  years  of  ago,  has  boon  a  life-long 
physician  and  is  well  known  in  tho  community 
where  he  resides.  Both  ho  and  his  wife  are  ad¬ 
herents  of  the  Lutheran  Church.  Three  brothers  of 
the  family  besides  our  subject  came  to  this  coun¬ 
try:  Gust,  Jolm  and  James,  hut  none  are  residents 
of  Rockford.  The  last-named  is  deceased,  having 
been  accidentally  killed  by  falling  from  a  wagon. 

The  education  of  our  subject  was  acquired  in 
the  common  schools  of  his  native  land,  where  he 
was  reared  to  manhood.  At  tho  ago  of  twenty- 
three,  lio  became  superintendent  of  a  lavgc  planta¬ 


tion  and  to  that  work  devoted  his  energies  for  nine 
years,  when  he  determined  to  seek  a  home  in  the 
New  World.  On  October  18,  1872,  lie  left  Gotten- 
burg,  and  landed  in  Boston  on  the  10th  of  No¬ 
vember,  He  began  life  in  this  country  as  a  day 
laborer  and  after  a  year  found  himself  in  Rockford, 
which  has  since  been  his  home.  Since  locating  in 
this  city,  he  has  acquired  an  excellent  knowledge 
of  cabinet-making,  and  yet  derotes  a  part  of  bis 
time  to  work  in  that  line. 

The  lady  who  bears  tire  name  of  Mrs,  Anderson 
was  in  her  maidenhood  Miss  Charlotte  Gustafson. 
She  was  born  and  reared  in  Sweden  in  the  same 
neighborhood  as  her  husband,  and  was  a  passenger 
on  board  the  same  vessel  on  which  he  sailed.  Her 
father,  who  was  born  in  1821,  is  still  living  in 
Sweden;  His  wife  died  in  1885.  Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Anderson  have  been  born  six  children,  but  two  are 
now  deceased:  Robert  and  Charles  J.  Those  still 
living  are  Ida,  book-keeper  in  the  office  of  the 
Union  Furniture  Company;  Betsy,  Esther  E.  and 
Winfield  L. 

Mr.  Anderson  was  instrumental  in  organizing 
the  Union  Furniture  Company,  which  began  busi¬ 
ness  in'1876.  He  is  a  Director  and  one  of  its  large 
stockholders  arid  has  been  its  President  since  1887. 
This  is  one  of  the  most  important  industries  of 
the  city  and  now  employs  about  two  hundred  and 
twenty-five  men.  lie  is  also  a  stockholder  and 
Director  in  the  Mantel  and  Furniture  Company, 
the  Royal  Sewing  Machine  Company,  Chair  and 
Furniture  Company,  Excelsior  Furniture  Com¬ 
pany,  Skandia  Brick  Company,  the  Folding  Bed 
Company  and  the  Skandia  Shoe  Company.  Mr. 
Anderson  was  a  promoter  and  one  of  the  first  sub¬ 
scribers  to  stock  in  most  of  these  leading  Swedish 
corporations.  He  has  done  much  for  the  business 
interests  of  the  city  and  for  the  welfare  of  his  fel¬ 
low-countrymen. 

A  prominent  and  well-known  Swedish  capitalist 
and  a  representative  citizen  of  Rockford,  recog¬ 
nized  ;is  such  by  a'largc  circle  of  friends  and  ac¬ 
quaintances,  he  has  also  won  prosperity,  and 
although  he  began  life  in  this  country  a  poor  man, 
he  has  worked  his  way  upward  to  a  position  of 
affluence.  He  and  his  wife  are  leading  members 
of  the  Zion  Swedish  Church,  of  which  he  is  Dea- 
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con,  and  have  taken  a  most  active  part  m  its  Pork 
and  upbuilding  from  the  beginning.  In  politics, 
he  is  a  stalwart,  Republican,  but  has  never  sought 
or  desired  cilice,  preferring  to  give  his  entire  atten¬ 
tion  to  his  business,  which  he  has  followed  with 
signal  success. 


ffi  AMNETT  II.  TRAVELLER  resides  in 
Ilf!  Cherry  Valley  and  is  engaged  in  general 
farming.  He  was  born  in  Ontario,  Canada, 
(||)  iIL  1853,  and  is  a  son  of  Reuben  and  Henri¬ 
etta  (Dow)  Traveller.  His  father  was  born  in 
Philadelphia,  Pa.,  while  his  parents,  natives  of 
England,  were  on  their  way  from  that  country  to 
Canada.  Ilis  death  occurred  about  1849,  at  the 
age  of  seventy  years,  and  his  wife  died  m  early 
Mo. 

Our  subject  was  reared  to  agricultural  pursuits, 
liis  childhood  days  passing  uneventfully  and  Ins 
educational  advantages  being  limited.  He  left  his 
old  home  at  the  age  of  twenty-live  years  and  emi¬ 
grated  to  Dakota  with  his  young  bride.  lie  had 
just  wedded  Miss  Mary  J.  Heatherington,  of 
Ontario,  daughter  of  John  and  Harriet  (Moach) 
Heatherington.  The  young  couple  reached  their 
destination  in  April,  1879,  and  Mr.  Traveller  made 
a  claim  of  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres  near 
Grand  Forks,  N.  Dak.,  where  he  built  a  house,  a 
good  barn  and  other  outbuildings,  and  devoted  his 
energies  to  the  improvement  of  a  farm.  He  there 
resided  for  ten  years,  and  in  January,  1889,  went 
to  Seattle,  Wash.,  proposing  to  make  that  city  las 
future  home,  but  the  business  outlook  was  not 
good  and  he  removed  to  Salem,  Ore.  After  a  little 
more  than  a  year  spent  in  that  city,  lie  removed  to 
Eastern  Oregon  and  after  Six  months  returned  to 
Illinois,  locating  in  Cherry  Valley  in  June,  1891. 
He  here  purchased  one  hundred  and  cighty-one 
and  a  half  acres  of  land  at  $73  per  acre,  a  part  of 
the  Mackey  farm,  upon  which  was  the  old  home¬ 
stead  that  was  erected  in  1853  by  J.  Fitch. 

Mr.  Traveller  takes  delight  in  his  chosen  occupa¬ 
tion  and  is  therefore  a  successful  farmer.  In  con¬ 
nection  with  general  farming,  he  engages  to  some 


extent  in  tlic  dairy  business.  In  politics,  he  is  an 
independent  and  has  never  sought  Or  desired 
public  ollice,  preferring  to  give  his  entire  t>me  and 
attention  to  his  business  interests.  Himself  and 
wife  arc  both  members  of  the  Methodist  Church 
and  are  people  of  sterling  worth,  held  in  high  re¬ 
ward  by  their  friends  throughout  this  community. 
They  have  a  family  of  three  children,  two  sons  and 
a  daughter:  Teel  Dow,  who  was  born  in  North 
Dakota,  November  28,  1879;  Ethel  C.  N.,  also  born 
in  that  State,  February  2,  1881,  and  Douglas  R., 
who  was  born  in  North  Dakota,  December  4,1885. 
They  are  bright,  intelligent  children,  of  whom  tiic 
parents  may  bo  justly  proud. 


xETER  JOUNSON,  who  is  now  living  a  vo- 
|  tired  life  at  Nq.  503  South  First,  Street,  is 
"  numbered  among  the  early  settlers  of  Rock¬ 
ford,  of  1854,  and  has  hove  a  wide  acquaint¬ 
ance.  Sweden  lias  furnished  a  number  of  promi¬ 
nent  citizens  to  Rockford,  among  the  most  worthy 
of  Whom  is  our  subject.  He  was  born  m  that 
country,  October  3, 1822,  and  is  a  son  of  John  and 
Carrie  (Dawson)  Peterson,  both  of  whom  spent 
their  entire  lives  in  their  native  land,  the  father 
dying  at  the  age  of  forty-five  years  and  ins  wife  m 
the  sixty-scvonlh  year  of  her  age.  Both  wore 
members  of  the  Lutheran  Church. 

Our  subject  was  reared  under  the  parental  roof, 
and  after  ho  had  attained  to  man's  estate,  was  mar¬ 
ried  in  his  native  province  to  Miss  Mary  Wnlgron, 
who  lost  her  parents  when  she  was  quite  young. 
c.Pp  was  reared  in  the  same  neighborhood  as  her 
husband.  After  the  birth  of  three  children,  they 
emigrated  to  America,  sailing  from  Gotten  burg  to 
New  York  City,  whore  they  landed  in  the  summer 
of  1854,  after  a  voyage  of  seven  weeks.  Many  on 
board  the  vessel  died  of  the  cholera,  and  Mr.  John¬ 
son  himself  had  an  attack  of  the  disease,  but  las 
strong  constitution  and  will  pulled  him  through. 

They  came  on  at  once  to  Rockford,  and  as  Mi. 
Johnson  was  in  very  limited  circumstances,  be  en¬ 
gaged  in  various  kinds  of  labor  in  different  parts 
of  the  county,  so  that  he  might  provide  for  the 
support  of  himself  and  wife.  For  some  years  lie 
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worked  <i8  a  farm  hand  for  fifty  and  seventy-five 
cents  per  day,  and  afterward  for  eleven  years  was 
employed  in  the  machine  shops  of  N.  C.  Thompson 
and  John  P.  Manncy,  formerly  large  manufacturers 
of  this  city.  Ilia  life  has  over  Been  a  busy  and 
useful  one,  and  ins  industry,  enterprise  and  perse¬ 
verance  at  length  won  him  a  well-deserved  success. 
He  thereby  acquired  the  competence  which  now 
enables  him  to  live  retired,  resting  in  the  enjoy¬ 
ment  of  the  fruits  of  his  former  toil. 

In  1880,  Mr.  Johnson  was  called  upon  to  mourn 
the  loss  Of  his  wife,  who  died  August  20,  at  the  age 
Of  fifty-eight  years.  She  was  a  true,  faithful  wife 
and  mother,  and  a  member  of  the  Lutheran  Church. 
She  had  six  children,  but  five,  are  now  deceased, 
three  having  died  in  early  childhood,  while  Mary 
died  at  the  age  of  seventeen  years.  Josephine, 
the  only  one  now  living,  is  the  wife  of  L.  M.  No¬ 
ting,  whose  sketch  appears  elsewhere  in  this  work. 
Mr.  Johnson  has  been  a  true,  upright  and  honest 
citizen,  and  is  a  faithful  member  of  the  First  Lu¬ 
theran  Church.  In  politics,  he  is  a  stalwart  Re¬ 
publican,  and  is  a  loyal  citizen  of  his  adopted  land, 
for  which  he  has  the  greatest  love.  This  worthy 
gentleman  is  respected  by  all  who  know  him,  and 
it  is  with  pleasure  that  wo  present  his  sketch  to 
our  readers. 

\jp3LIJAU  PURDY,  one  of  the  early  settlers 

IU)  of  Winnebago  County,  and  a  representative 
farmer  of  Guilford  Township,  residing  on 
section  16,  claims  Vermont  as  the  State  of  his  na¬ 
tivity.  He  was  born  in  Manchester,  Bennington 
County,  December  0,  1821,  and  is  a  son  of  Ira 
Purdy,  who  was  born  in  the  same  locality.  The 
STnndfuC’sr,  Benjamin  Purdy,  was  a  native  of 
OowviecUcut  but  removing  to  Vermont  became  one 
of  the  earliest  settlors  of  Bennington  Comity.  His 
son  Samuel  was  the  first  white  male  child  born  in 
Bennington  County,  The  grandfather  there  Se¬ 
en  red  tv  tract  of  timber  land  and  cleared  and  im¬ 
proved  a  farm  and  there  made  bis  home,  until  his 
death.  The  father  of  our  subject  was  roared  and 
married  in  Manchester,  wedding  Prudy  French, 
who  was  born  in  Bennington  County.  Her  parents. 
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Elijah  and  Abigail  (Beardslee)  French,  were  natives 
of  Connecticut  and  pioneers  of  the  town '  of  Man¬ 
chester. 

Our  subject  was  only  two  years  old  when  liis 
mother  died,  and  at  the  age  of  six  he  began  to 
cam  his  Own  living,  going  to  reside  with  the  fam¬ 
ily  of  Price  Beardslee,  a  farmer  of  Manchester, 
with  whom  he  lived  for  seven  years,  when  he 
went  to  an  uncle,  living  with  him  the  succeeding 
seven  years,  and  during  this  period  assisted  in  the 
farm  work  and  attended  the  district  schools.  In 
1847,  he  came  to  Illinois,  by  way  of  the  Erie  Canal 
and  the  Great  Lakes  and  by  team  from  Chicago  to 
Rockford,  where  he  arrived  on  the  25th  of  Septem¬ 
ber.  The  city  was  then  a  small  hamlet  and  the 
surrounding  counts  \  Was,  in  almost  its  primitive 
condition,  few  claims  having  then  bear.  made.  Mr. 
Purdy  at  once  began  work  upon  a  farm  and  was 
employed  as  a  farm  hand,  until  .1850,  when  lie  lo¬ 
cated  upon  the  land  which  is  now  his  Kywe.  He 
had  purchased  eighty  acres  of  the  farm  at  84  per 
acre  during  the  fall  succeeding  his  arrival  here, but 
was  able  to  make  only  a  partial  payment  upon  the 
land.  After  clearing  it  of  all  indebtedness,  he  ex¬ 
tended  the  boundaries  of  his  farm  from  time  to 
time  until  it  comprised  three  hundred  acres.  Upon 
it  he  erected  good  farm  buildings,  planted  fruit 
and  shade  trees  and  made  many  other  good  im¬ 
provements.  In  1884,  he  went  to  Gerald  County, 
Dak.,  where  he  purchased  three  hundred  and 
twenty  acres  of  land,  built  upon  his  farm  and  im¬ 
proved  a  portion  of  his  land.  He  there  resided 
two  seasons,  after  which  he  returned  to  his  home 
in  Guilford  Township. 

On  the  20tb  of  September,  1848,  Mr.  Purdy  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Melissa  Wightman,  who 
was  born  in  Sandgate,  Bennington  County,  Vt,, 
August  6,  1827.  Her  father,  William  Wightman, 
was  also  a  native  of  the  Green  Mountain  State, 
and  was  of  English  descent.  He  learned  the  trade 
of  a  wheelwright,  which  he  followed  in  Sandgate 
and  later  in  Manchester,  Vt.  After  the  war  he 
removed  to  Linn  County,  Iowa,  and  purchased  a 
farm  near  Marion,  and  there  spent  his  last  days. 
His  wife  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Martha  Wood¬ 
ard.  She  was  born  in  Sandgate,  Vt.,  and  was  a 
daughter  of  Abram  and  Dinah  (Green)  Woodard, 
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Mr.  and  Mrs.  Purdy  lnlve  been  blessed  with  live  to  Miss  Charlotte  Dothwiller,  who  was  bom  in 

children,  three  sons  and  two  daughters:  Alice,  wife  Stratford,  France,  August  21,  1847.  She  was  the 

of  Alfred  Martin,  of  Rockford;  Albert,  Ira;  Mar-  .  daughter  of  Henry  and  CUarlptto Dothwiller,  and 
tha  wife  of  William  MeCutchen,  of  Rockford;  and  was  nine  years  old  when  brought  to  this  country  ' 

Frank.  The  parents  are  both  members  of  the  First  by  her  parents.  By  her  union  with  our  subject 

Congregational  Church  of  Rockford,  and,  in  poli-  eight  children  were  born,  viz.:  Edn,  who  was  born 
tics, 'ml  Purdy  votes  with  the  Republican  party,  January  27,  1871,  married  John  Smoke,  a  farmer; 

For  forty-live  years  he  has  made  his  home  in  this  John  H.  S.,  born  February  27,  18/4;  I  rank,  No- 

County,  and  in  many  ways  has  been  identified  with  vernber  18,  1875;  Anna  C.,  February  2, 1870;  Wiil- 

its  advancement  and  upbuilding.  ium  C,,  April  16,  1878;  Louisa  A.,  February  12, 

1880;  Rosa  C.,  Docembor  5,  1881,  and  Albert,  the 

^  _ >>  eldest  of  the  family,  who  died  at  the  ago  of  four 

\  "■  '  months. 

Our  subject  later  added  to  his  farm  in  Peca- 

J  OSEPII  M  Y  E  RS  derives  a  comfort-  tonica  Township,  and  is  now  the  proprietor  of 

able  income  from  his  farming  operations,  as  fine  a  tract  of  land  as  is  to  he  found  in  the 

which  he  carries  on  successfully  in  Peca-  county.  Ilia  first  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  cost 

tonica  Township,  Winnebago  County.  He  him  840  per  acre,  and  the  last  eighty,  800  per  acre, 

is  a  representative  of  the  German  element  that  With  his  wife  he  is  a  devoted  member  of  the  Luth- 


0 SEP II  MYERS  derives  a  comfort¬ 
able  income  from  his  farming  operations, 
which  he  carries  on  successfully  in  Peca- 
tonica  Township,  Winnebago  County.  He 


has  played  so  important  a  part  in  the  settlement 
and  development  of  Illinois,  and  waS  horn  in  Sar- 
nico,  Germany,  June  16,  1841.  His  home  is  most 
beautifully  located,  and  the  residence,  which  is  a 
handsome  modern  structure,  cost  83,000.  The  home 
is  supplied  with  all  the  comforts  and  conveniences 
which  stamp  its  owner  to  be  a  thrifty  and  well-to- 
do  citizen  of  the  county. 

The  original  of  this  sketch  is  a  son  of  John  and 
Elizabeth  Myers,  and  from  the  age  of  ten  to  six¬ 
teen  years  he  was  employed  at  herding  cattle  in 
the  Old  Country.  In  1857,  when  his  parents  emi¬ 
grated  to  the  New  World,  lie  immediately  found 
employment  on  farms,  receiving  as  remuneration 
for  his  services  82  per  month  and  his  board.  He 
also  cut  cord-wood  for  three  shillings  a  cord,  and 
later,  going  to  Milwaukee,  spent  two  years  in  tho 
Cream  City  and  then  came  to  Winnebago  County, 
where  he  did  farm  work  for  four  years  at  from  810 
to  817  per  month. 

Mr.  Myers,  of  this  sketch,  was  married  February 
26,  1864,  to  Miss  Sophia  Glawe,  who  died  four 
years  later,  when  twenty-four  years  of  ago.  Soon 
after  his  marriage,  our  subject  rented  a  farm,  which 
he  operated  for  twelve  years,  and  in  the  spring  of 
1875  moved  to  his  present  property,  which  he  had 
purchased  the  year  previous. 

He  of  whom  we  write  was  married  a  second  time 


eran  Church,  and  takes  a  deep  interest  in  all  church 
matters.  He  takes  a  prominent  part  in  public 
affairs,  and  votes  the  straight  Republican  ticket.  t 


GEORGE  II.  CORMACK,  Viec-Presiden  t  Of 
the  Oatmeal  Company,  is  one  or  the  repre¬ 
sentative  and  prominent  men  of  Rockford. 
For  the  past  twenty  years  he  has  been  connected 
with  the  interests  of  the  city  and  was  one  of  the 
originators  of  the  business  which  is  now  ono  of  its 
leading  industries,  lie  is  a  native  of  Aberdeen¬ 
shire,  Scotland,  born  in  1837,  and  is  a  son  of  James 
Cormack,' also  a  native  of  Aberdeenshire,  and  a 
miller  and  millwright  by  trade.  He  came  of  a 
pure  Scotch  family  and  married  a  lady  of  his  na¬ 
tive  land,  His  death  occurred  in  Scotland  at  the 
age  of  oighty-six  years,  and  his  wife  died  in  i860, 
when  well  advanced  in  life.  There  arc  ton  chil¬ 
dren  of  the  family  yet  living,  our  subject  being 
the  youngest,  and  they  are  scattered  to  the  four 
quarters  of  the  globe,  living  in  Europe,  Australia, 
Africa  and  America. 

I  u  his  native  land  (>,  II.  Cormack  became  a 
millwright  and  thoroughly  mastered  the  business 
in  all  its  details.  To  that  work  lie  devoted  his 
energies  in  Aberdeenshire  until  he  came  to  Amor- 
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ica,  the  year  of  his  emigration  being  1871.  With 
the  hope  of  benefiting  his  financial  condition,  lie 
crossed  the  Atlantic  and  spent  one  year  in  the 
province  of  Ontario,  Canada,  after  which  lie  came 
to  Illinois,  locating  in  Rockford,  where  lie  lias  re¬ 
sided  continuously  since,  a  good  citizen  and  suc¬ 
cessful  business  man. 

Immediately  after  his  arrival,  in  company  with 
Mr.  A.  M,  Johnston,  who  is  a  native  of  the  North 
of  Ireland,  he  established  and  began  the  operation 
of  an  oatmeal  manufactory.  These  two  gentleman 
continued  partnership  until  1882,  when  the  com¬ 
pany  was  incorporated,  with  R.  II.  Tinker  us  Presi¬ 
dent  and  G.  II.'  Cormaek  as  Secretary,  Mr.  John¬ 
ston,  his  former  partner,  is  a  successful  business 
man,  connected  with  a  large  milling  and  seed 
business  in  Santa  Cruz,  Cal.  From  the  beginning, 
the  industry  which  was  established  met  with  suc¬ 
cess  and  Avas  constantly  increased  in  size  and  cap¬ 
acity  until  the  morning  of  September  29,  1891, 
Avhen  the  entire  main  building  was  destroyed  by 
fire.*  The  successful  operation  of  the  business  is 
due  almost  entirely  to  Mr.  Cormaek,  who  is  its 
manager,  and  by  his  efforts  it  has  been  placed  at 
the  head  of  this  lino  of  business  in  the  West.  His 
trade  of  a  miilAvright  1ms  been  of  great  benefit  to 
him  in  improving  bis  processes.  He  has  been  the 
inventor  of  fifteen  different  processes,  including 
the  one  now  used  in  the  factory  for  the  manufac¬ 
ture  of  the  meal.  At  first  the  meal  was,  ground 
with  mill  stones  and  then  cut  with  sharp  Steel 
knives,  but  this  left  the  grain  only  coarsely  cut 
and  in  1874  this  process  was  discarded,  being  sup¬ 
plemented  by  life  practical  and  scientific  process 
invented  by  Mr,  Cormaek,  whereby  the  Avhole  grain 
is  rolled  and  made  into  a  beautiful  flake,  easily 
cooked  and  very  nutritious.  For  many  years  one 
of  the  best  known  brands  on  the  market  has  been 
the  Nudavene,  Avliich  is  the  product  of  this  fac¬ 
tory.  Its  sales  are  constantly  incre;ising  and  it  is 
now  being'  manufactured  extensively  in  Cedar 
Rapids  and  Chicago,  No  one  in  this  country  or 
in  Europe  has  done  more  to  develop  oatmeal  than 
our  subject.  The  Nudavene  flake  Avas  first  placed 
before  the  public  at  the  New  Orleans  Cotton 
Centennial  Exposition,  Avhere  it  Avas  aAvarded  the 
first  price — the  gold  medal. 


In  1880,  Mr.  Cormaek  and  Mr.  Johnston,  avIio 
had  for  many  years  been  a  prominent  Avliolesale 
grocery  man  in  Buffalo,  N.  Y,,  established  the 
glucose  business  in  this  city,  a  large  concern,  but 
after  a  time  both  Avithdrew  and  neither  have  any 
connection  Avitli  it  at  the  present  time.  Mr.  Cor- 
xnack  is  a  man  of  sterling  Avorth,  upright  and  honor¬ 
able  in  all  the  relations  of  life,  and  a  straightfor¬ 
ward  business  man  whose  worth,  is  acknowledged 
tlirOAighout  the  city  and  county.  In  his  political 
affiliations,  he  is  a  Republican  but  has  never  been 
an  office-seeker. 

FLETCHER  WEYBURN.  Rockford  can¬ 
not  boast  of  a  more  prominent  or  worthy 
young  man  than  the  gentleman  Avhose 
name  introduces  this  biographical  sketch, 
and  Avhose  portrait  appears  on  the  opposite  page. 
His  upright  character  and  moral  influence  have 
been  especially  felt  by  fits  energy  displayed  in  mat¬ 
ters  Of  religion  and  the  advancement  of  Chris¬ 
tianity.  In  1876,  Avhen  the  opportunity  was  of¬ 
fered  to  organize  a  Young  Men’s  Christian  Asso¬ 
ciation  in  this  city,  he  was  one  of  the  first  to  lend 
a  helping  hand  for  the  promotion  of  that  noble 
cause,  and  became  one  Of  its  organizers  and  char¬ 
ter  members  Avben  it  Avas  founded  here,  and  has 
since  been  one  of  its  chief  /supporters  and  pillars. 

As  the  association  strengthened  and  it  became 
apparent  that  better  accommodations  Avere  needed, 
a  subscription  was- started  among  those  of  a 
generous  nature  anxious  for  the  Avelfare  of  the 
young  men  of  Rockford.  The  appeal  Avas  readily 
responded  to  by  donations  from  $1  to  $1,000,  ex¬ 
cept  in  the  notable  case  of  Mrs,  D.  S.  Pcnfield,  Avbo 
gave  $1,000  in  cash  besides  a  part  of  the  lot  (repre¬ 
senting  $2,500)  on  which  the  building  Avas  erected 
at  the  north Avest  corner  of  Madison  and  East  State 
Streets.  About  that  time  Mr.  Woyburn  was  elected 
President  of  the  Association,  and  continued  in  that 
capacity  during  the  critical  times  attending  the 
erection  Of  the  new  structure,, and  has  ever  served 
in  the  responsible  position  with  fidelity  and 
success. 

The  building,  Avluch  >vns  completed  for  occu- 
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pancy  in  1890,  is  one  of  the  most  elegant  and  nn-  b 
nosing  structures  in  the  city,  and  in  its  architoe-  f 
tural  design  and  appointment  is  complete  thioug  i- 
out  and  truly  metropolitan.  The  basement  and 
first  story  are  built  of  solid  stone,  the  second  and 
third  stories  of  brick  and  terra  cotta  ^e  aud»-  • 
torium  seats  comfortably  four  hundred  poO|£,  toe 
reading  rooms  and  gymnasium  are  oeautifullyfui- 

nished  and  fully  equipped.XThe  entire  bm.dmg 

represents  a  value  of  about  $€9,000,  all  of  which 
was  raised  by  private  donations  in  the  city  of 

Rockford.  .  .  . 

In  business  circles, Mr.  Weyburn  is  prominent  as 
a  real-estate  and  insurance  agent,  with  Ins  oilicc  m 
the  William  Brown  building.  He  is  also  one  of 
the  promoters  and  managers  of  the  Rockford  se¬ 
curity  and  Investment  Company,  which  was  organ¬ 
ized  in  May,  1890,  and  is  Secretary  of  the  Iloekfoid 
Building  and  Loan  Association,  which  was  organ¬ 
ized  in  October,  1890.  Both  these  organizations 
have  done  much  for  the  advancement  of  the  city, 
and  the  first-named  docs  business  quite  extensively 
both  in  Rockford  and  Chicago.  In  addition  to 
these  responsible  positions,  Mr.  Weyburn  is  Secre¬ 
tary  of  the  Winnebago  County  Agricultural  bo- 
c?  ciety,  to  the  welfare  of  which  he  has  contributed 
his  tireless  exertions. 

Since  Mr.  Weyburn  located  m  Rockford  in  18  <2, 
he  has  worked  unremittingly  for  the  good  of  the 
different  enterprises  of  the  city,  with  which  lie  has 
been  officially  connected,  llis  first  occupation  was 
in  doin"  clerical  work  in  business  houses  here,  and 
between  the  years  1876  and  1881  he  was  book-  j 
keeper  for  the  Winnebago  National  Bank.  During 
the  two  ensuing  years  lie  was  engaged  in  the  real- 
estate  business  in  Den  ver,  Colo.,  whither  he  went  in 
search  of  renewed  health.  In  1888,  he  returned 
to  Rockford,  having  regained  his  health,  and  be¬ 
came  Cashier  for  the  Emei'SOn-Talcotfe  Manufac¬ 
turing  Company,  where  he  remained  until  lie 
established  his  present  business  in  1890. 

In  local  orders,  Mr.  Weyburn  is  prominent  as  a 
member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  belonging  to 
Crusader  Lodge  No.  17,  K.  T.,  also  Knights  of 
Pythias.  In  politics,  he  is  a  stanch  Republican  and 
takes,  an  active  part  in  the  public  affairs  of  the 
community.  He  was  nineteen  years  old  when  he 


became  a  resident  of  this  city,  whither  he  came 
from  Ontario  County,  N.  Y.,  his  birthplace.  His 
education  was  received  in  the  schools  of  Umt 
countv  and  at  Hobart  College,  in  Goneva. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Weyburn  to  Miss  Flora  M. 
Lyon  took  place  in  October,  1878,  at  Rockford. 
Mrs  Weyburn,  who  is  one  of  the  most  accom¬ 
plished  ladies  of  Rockford,  was  born  and  reared  in 
this  city,  and  is  the  daughter  of  the  late  Isaiah 
Lyon,  whose  death  occurred  in  1883.  Mr.  Lyon 
came  to  this  city  at  a  very  early  day,  and  was  a 
passenger  on  the  only  steamer  that  ever  came  hero. 
He  brought  his  family  and  household  goods  with 
him  and  engaged  in  business  as  a  merchant  and 
hotel-keeper  for  several  years.  For  forty  years,  lie 
served  as  Justice  of  the  Peace,  and  when  he  passed 
away  at  the  age  of  seventy-nine  years,  was  sin¬ 
cerely  mourned  by  a  large  circle  of  friends.  His 
wife  died  some  years  previous,  while  m  the  prune, 
of  life.  This  worthy  couple  were  charter  mem¬ 
bers  and  active  workers  in  the  First  Baptist  Church 
erected  in  Rockford,  and  politically,  he  was  a  firm 
Republican. 

In  their  religious  connection, Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wey¬ 
burn  aro  mombers  ot  the  First  Baptist  Church,  and 
fie  has  been  Sunday-school  Superintendent  for 
many  years.  With  their  two  children,  Lyon,  aged 
nine  years,  and  Elizabeth,  four  years  old,  they  re¬ 
side  in  their  beautiful  homo  at  No.  209  North 
Church  Street,  and  enjoy  the  high  esteem  of  a 
large  circle  of  personal  friends. 


e H ARLES  F.  WITT.  In  Spring  Township, 
Boone  County,  may  be  scon  a  good  farm 
adorned  with  a  comfortable  residence  and 
first-class  buildings.  This  is  the  property  Of  the 
gentleman  whose  name  we  have  just  given  and 
who  was  born  in  Hampshire  Comity,  Mass.,  Soil- 
temtat  n,  1811.  lfc  to  a  •»»  <•«  ®*0“M 
Electa  (Cole)  Witt,  also  natives  of  the  above-named 
county,  the  father  dying  in  Schuyler,  this  State, 
when  eighty-four  years  of  age,  and  here  a  so  tho 
mother  departed  this  life  in  her  fifty-second  yoM. 

Charles  F.  Witt  was  tho  eldest  m  the  family  of 
eleven  children,  five  of  whom  are  yet  living.  1  is 
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paternal  grandfather,  Abner  Witt,  was  a  native  of 
England,  his  birth  occurring  March  27,  1756.  He 
was  married  October  8,  .1778,  to  Mollie  Rowland, 
and  died  May  13,  1812.  The  grandmother  was  of 
Dutch  ancestry  and  was  born  Juno  11,  1760,  and 
died  October  3,  1815.  Thomas  Witt  on  emigrating 
to  America  in  an  early  day,  took  part  in  the  Revo- 
lutionary  War,  during  which  time  he  was  shot  in 
the  leg  and  sintered  amputation  of  that  member, 
dying  from  the  effects. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  was  born  January  5, 
1791,  and  died  February  19,  1813.  She  was  the 
daughter  of  Amasa  and  Polly  Cole,  natives  of 
England,  where  they  were  farmers.  The  first 
representatives  of  that  name  in  this  country 
probably  came  hither  in  1650.  Ho  of  whom  we 
write  left  home  when  eighteen  years  of  age,  and 
going  to  Boston,  was  employed  for  two  years  in  a 
tavern  and  a  like  period  as  driver  of  a  stage  coach 
between  Brattleboro,  Yt.,and  Boston,  Mass.  In  the 
fall  of  1838,  he  went  West  to  Macomb  County, 
Micli.,aud  taking  up  a  tract  of  timber  land  from 
the  Government,  cleared  and  improved  the  same. 

The  lady  to  whom  our  subject  was  married  No¬ 
vember  23,  1836,  was  Eliza  A.  daughter  of  William 
Brown.  She  was  born  in  Washington  County,  N.Y., 
May  9,  1811,  and  departed  tins  life  December  23, 
1883.  Her  father  was  a  native  of  England  and,  so 
far  as  is  known,  was  a  farmer.  Of  the  nine  children 
bom  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Witt,  five  are  living,  namely: 
William  C.,who  lives  in  Belvidero,  was  born  April 
6, 1838,  is  married  and  lias  one  daughter;  Henry  0., 
who  was  born  August  13,  1844,  married  Miss 
Elizabeth  Hill,  who  was  born  in  Canada  August  3, 
1846,  and  has  two  sous:  Horace  F.  and  Henry  N.; 
Isaac  N,  was  .  born  October  27,  1846;  Marion  was 
bom  November  16, 1848, and  is  now  Mrs.  II.  Mott, 
has  six  children  and  resides  in  Marion,  Kan.; 
Charles,  the  youngest  son,  was  born  J uly  18, 1856,  is 
married  to  Lacy  Brnimtrd  and  has  one  son  and  one 
daughter. 

Mr.  Witt  removed  from  Michigan  to  Ohio  about 
1838,  where  he  ran  an  hotel  until  coming  to  this 
comity  in  1842.  One  of  Ins  boarders,  who  re¬ 
mained  with  him  for  two  years,  was  ox-Presidont; 
Hayes.  Our  subject’s  cash  capital  when  he  arrived 
in  this  community  was  $2.80.  He  worked  at  cutting 


wood, and  making  rails  for  fifty  cents  per  hundred, 
from  which  small  earnings  he  saved  a  sufficient 
sum  to  invest  in  property  of  his  own.  His  farm 
produce  was  marketed  in  Chicago  and  Green  Bay, 
from  which  cities  he  returned  with  a  load  of  goods, 
Often  making  as  much  as  8400  on  a  trip. 

Our  subject  cast  Ins  first  Presidential  vote  in 
Boston  in  1832  for  Andrew  Jackson.  He  later  be¬ 
came  a  Whig  and  on  the  formation  of  the  Repub¬ 
lican  party  joined  its  ranks.  For  sixteen  years  he 
was  County  Associate  Judge  and  for  eight  years 
Justice  of  the  Peace  and  for  nine  years  filled  the 
office  of  Supervisor  in  Spring  Township.  He  was 
the  recipient  of  nearly  ail  the  local  offices, serving 
on  the  School  Board,  and  is  a  man  who  is  held  in 
the  highest  esteem  by  all  the  people  of  bis  com¬ 
munity.. 


VILLI  AM  REITSCH.  The  commodious  resi¬ 
dence  at  No.  407  North  Horsman  Street, 
Rockford,  is  owned  and  occupied  by  Mr. 
Reitscli,  who  is  a  carpenter  and  builder,  and  not 
only  erected  the  neat  dwelling  which  lie  occupies, 
but  also  has  superintended  the  erection  of  many 
of  the  most  substantial  buildings  in  the  city.  He 
is  a  native  of  Germany,  born  September  14,  1850, 
in  Zittau,  'Saxony,  and  possesses  the  qualities  of 
thrift  and  tireless  energy  which  almost  invariably 
characterize  those  who  claim  Germany  as  their 
Fatherland. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  Charles  T.,  was  a  na¬ 
tive  of  the  same  place  as  his  son,  and  was  born  in 
1798.  He  followed  the  trade  of  a  carpenter  dur¬ 
ing  his  entire  active  life,  and  passed  hence  in  1884, 
at- the  venerable  age  of  ciglity-six  years.  He  bad 
a  family  of  fourteen  children,  twel  ve  sons  and  two 
daughters,  seven  of  whom  grew  to  mature  years, 
and  four  are  now  living.  The  youngest  member 
of  tbo  family  is  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  who 
grow  to  manhood  in  his  native  country,  and  hav¬ 
ing  resolved  to  seek  home  and  fortune  in  the  New 
World,  emigrated  to  America  in  the  summer  of 
1.870,  proceeding  directly  to  Rockford,  where,  lie 
has  since  resided, 
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.  Immediately  after  his  arrival  in  Rockford,  Mr. 
Reitscli  commenced  to  work  at  the  trade  of  a  car¬ 
penter  for  his  brother  Henry,  and  so  successful 
was  he,  that  in  a  £cay  years  he  began  as  a  con  tractor 
and  builder  for  himself.  Since  that  time  he  has  j 
erected  many  dwellings,,  churches  and  public  build¬ 
ings,  and  is  well  and  favorably  known  as  an  hon¬ 
est  and  prosperous  contractor  and  an  upright  . man. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Reitscli,  in  1876,  united  him 
to  Miss  Jennie  Simons,  of  Ogle  County,  the  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Henry  andi  Anna  (Zimmerman)  Simons,  She 
was  born  in  Germany,  Avhonce,  at  the  ago  of  twelve 
years,  she  accompanied  her  parents  to  America,  and 
settled  with  them  in  Ogle  County,  where  they  still 
reside,  together  Avith  her  only  brother,  Fred  S. 
Mr.  and  Mrs,  Reitscli  are  the  parents  of  live  chil¬ 
dren,  as  follows:  Julius  T.,  Arthur  W.,  Cora  E., 
George  W.  and  Lillian  J.,  and,  more  fortunate  than 
many  parents,  they  have  not  been  bereft  by  the 
death  o,f  any  of  their  loved  ones.  They  arc  train¬ 
ing  their  children  for  useful  positions  in  the  busi¬ 
ness  and  social  world,  and  are  rearing  them  under 
the  salutary  influence  of  the  schools  of  Rockford, 
and  the  church  relations  of  the  Court  Street  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  ClmrchP=In  his  political  belief, 
Mr.  Reitscli ’s  sympathies  are  ■  with  the  platform  of 
the  Republican  party,  and  lie  is  a  man  of  public 
spirit  and  enterprise. 


LFRED  A.  KLUMPH.  The  farming,  class 
(Ml  of  Northern  Illinois  is  notable  for  the  de- 
gree  of  enterprise  possessed  by  its  repre- 
(ffiJJ  seutatives,  and  among  the  most  successful 
and  energetic  of  the  younger  farmers  of  Boone 
County  is  the  gentleman  Avhoso  name  introduces 
these  paragraphs.  Although  quite  young,  having 
been  born  April  14,  1866,  lie  has  attained  a  degreo 
of  success  which  is  Avortliy  of  special  mention,  and 
he  occupies  a  prominent  position  among  the  agri¬ 
culturists  of  Lc  Roy  TOAvnship. 

Our  subject  belongs  to  one  of  those  progressive 
families  avIio  aided  in  the  development  of  the  farm¬ 
ing  lands  of  Illinois,  and  is  proud  of  the  fact  that 
his  father  was  one  of  those  fast  disappearing  land¬ 
marks  of  au  heroic  past— -the  pioneer.  Certainly,  in 


a  volume  of  this  character,  special  notice  should  be 
given  of  the  life  and  character  of  Joseph  K. 
Klumph,  avIio  settle^  in  Boone  County  about  1842. 
The  son  of  a  farmer,  Jacob  Klumph,  who  lived  and 
died  in  New  York,  he  Avas  born  in  the  Empire  State 
in  1820,  and  there  grew  to  a  stalwart  man.  On 
coming  West,  he  Avas  accompanied  by  his  mother, 
avIio  Avas  in  maidenhood  Catherine  Bauthall,  and. 
who  died  here  at  the  age  of  seventy-two. 

In  Le  Roy  ToAvnship,  Mr,  Klumph  was  married 
to  Miss  Sardinia  Austin,  a  native  of  New  York, 
who  came  to  Illinois  about  1812.  The  young  con  ■ 
pie  settled  on  the  one  hundred  and  tAvenfy  acre 
tract  of  land  which  Mr.  Klumph  had  purchased, 
and  in  the  midst  of  a  douse  Avildorncss,  Avith  no 
neighbors  save  the  brothers  of  Mr.  Klumph,  who 
.  had  settled  on  adjoining  farms,  they  struggled 
against  hardships  and  the  discouragements  of  pio¬ 
neer  life,  and  from  the  unimproved  place  evolved 
a  good  farm.  The  father  died  in  March,  1886, 
when  sixty-six  years  old.  His  widow  survives  and 
makes  her  home  in  Beloit,  Wis.  This  Avortliy  cou¬ 
ple  were  consistent  Christians,  striving  to  ex¬ 
emplify  in  their  lives  the  principles  of  the  Golden 
Rule.  The  father  was  enabled  by  his  arduous  toil 
to  clear  up  a  tract  of  fifty  acres,  which  lie  culti¬ 
vated.  He  planted  apple  trees  which  are  now  in 
fine  bearing  condition,  in  other  ways  lie  aided  in 
developing  the  farm  and  also  in  advancing  tho  in¬ 
terests  of  the  community  of  Avhich  he  was  an  hon¬ 
ored  resident. 

The  family  of  which  our  subject  is  the  young¬ 
est  member  consisted  of  the  following-named  chil¬ 
dren:  Jacob,  a  farmer  in  Lo  Roy  Township;  Cath¬ 
erine,  avIio  married  Henry  Jenkins,  of  Beloit; 
Sophronia,  tho  widoAv  of  Charles  lunghulm,  of  Be¬ 
loit;  Kllda,  Mrs.  Lcandor  lunghulm,  of  Boloit; 
Mary,  Avifc  of  F.  LaAvshe,  a  fanner  of  Lo  Roy  Toavji- 
aliip;  and  Alfred  A.,  avIio  was  born  on  the  place 
which  has  always  been  his  homo.  After  gaining  a 
practical  knowledge  of  agriculture  through  his 
early  farming  labors,  and  receiving  a  good  educa¬ 
tion  in  tho  district  schools,  our  subject  avus  mar¬ 
ried,  September  17,  1891,  his  wife  being  Miss  Ruby 
Curtis,  of  Caledonia  Township.  Mrs.  Klumph  is 
the  daughter  of  L.  K.and  Margaret  (Larnlon)  Cur¬ 
tis,  natives,  respectively,  of  Now  York  and  Bonn- 
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sylvania.  They  wore  farming  people, and  emigrated 
to  the  West  when  quite  young. 

As  did  his  father,  our  subject  espouses  the  cause 
of  tho  Republican  party,  and  is  a  firm  adherent  to 
the  principles  of  justice  and  equity  in  every  rela¬ 
tion  of  life.  He  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the 
Congregational  Church,  and  are  looked  up  to  by 
tho  people  of  the  community  as  worthy  of  their 
highest  respect.  In  every  measure  which  promises 
the  advantage  of  the  welfare  of  the  community, 
they  are  acknowledged  leaders,  and  enjoy  great 
social  popularity. 

klBBll-TY  WALKUP,  President  of  the  Air 
Brush  Manufacturing  Company,  at  Rock- 

_ _  ford,  and  proprietor  of  the  Illinois  Art 

School,  represents  ono  of  the  leading  industries  of 
the  nineteenth  century.  lie  is  the  sole  manager 
and  chief  owner  of  the  enterprise,  which  occupies  a 
suite  of  rooms  in  tho  Henry  Building,  and,  with 
the  assistance  of  his  wife,  a  skilled  artist,  teaches 
tho  use  of  that  ingenious  device,  tho  air  brush,  in 
a  most  satisfactory  manner.  In  1884,  after  three 
years  of  arduous  and  untiring  study,  he  completed 
tho  invention  which  has  since  been  sent  into  every 
country  in  tho  world  except  China,  and  which  has 
wrought  a  great  transformation  in  photography, 
lithography,  water-color  painting,  crayon  and  pas¬ 
tel  work. 

The  air  brush  is  a  device  for  applying  liquid 
color  by  a  jet  of  air,  and  consists  of  three  parts, 
air-pump,  air-reservoir  and  hand-piece,  connected 
with  tho  necessary  rubber  tubing.  The  distribution 
of  color  is  entirely  controlled  by  tho  thumb-valve, 
and  the  artist  can  produce  the  finest  line,  or 
instantly  change  to  a  broad  shadow.  These  results, 
with  a  single  stroke,  have  a  finish  that  only  hours 
of  toil  can  produce  by  any  other  known  means.  It 
is  especially  used  in  working  with  India  ink  and 
water  colors,  and  in  applying  lithographers1  ink  to 
the  stone,  also  in  monumental  drawing,  where  it  is 
remarkably  successful. 

The  Illinois  Art  Behool  was  founded  in  1888, 
and  lavs  since  been  very  successful,  being  attended 
by  a  fine  class  of  students  from  every  Bin  to  in  the 
28 


Union,  Canada,  and  some  countries  in  Europe. 
Many  a  young  lady  and  gentleman  have  reason  to 
be  grateful  to  Mr.  Walkup  for  aid  given  them  in 
learning  the  use  of  this  device,  which  now  enables 
them  to  earn  $100  per  month  with  ease,  and  num¬ 
erous  testimonials  have  been  given  him  from 
those  whom  lie  has  helped  personally,  when  they 
were  not  able  to  make  any  financial  remuneration. 

Mr.  Walkup  has  been  a  resident  of  Rockford 
since  December,  1880,  when  he  came  here  in  order 
to  secure  the  use  of  tools  whereby  he  could  de¬ 
velop  the  invention  since  perfected.  He  has  also 
made  an  improvement  on  the  pantograph,  which 
is  meeting  with  success.  A  natural  mechanic,  his 
work  is  original  and  of  unusual  perfection  of  fin¬ 
ish,  and  lie  will  undoubtedly  gain  a  large  fortune 
from  his  letters  patent.  He  was,  born  on  a  farm 
three  miles  west  of  Oregon,  Ogle  County,  Ill., 
July  14,  18*14.  His  boyhood  days  were  passed  on 
his  father’s  farm,  and  when  he  attained  to  his 
majority  he  enlisted  in  the  defense  of  the  Union  as 
member  of  Company  lv,  Ninety-second  Illinois  In¬ 
fantry,  and  served  until  on  account  of  ill-health 
he  was  honorably  discharged. 

After  his  return  from  the  battle-field,  Mr.  Walkup 
attended  school  for  two  years,  and,  later,  followed 
the  profession  Of  a  teacher.  He  has  never  wholly 
regained  his  health  since  the  war,  but  has  been  a 
tireless  worker,  notwithstanding  his  delicate  physi¬ 
cal  condition.  For  some  years,  he  operated  a  but¬ 
ter  and  cheese  factory  in  Carroll  County,  but  los¬ 
ing  his  property  by  fire,  he  has  since  devoted  his 
time  to  his  inventions.  Ilis  marriage,  which  took 
place  in  Ogle  County,  united  him  with  Miss 
Phoebe  C.  Johnson,  who  was  born  in  Ohio  and  came 
to  Ogle  County  when  a  young  girl.  She  is  a  gifted 
artist,  and  has  executed  some  fine  work  with  the 
air-brush,  besides  assisting  her  husband  in  a  mate¬ 
rial  way  in  his  discovery.  Religiously,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Walkup  are  identified  with  tho  Presbyterian 
Church,  while  he  is  a  Republican  iu  bis  political, 
belief,  although  he  has  Prohibition  proclivities.  In 
his  social  connections,  he  is  a  member  of  G.  L. 
Nevius  Post  No.  1,  G.  A.  R.,  of  Rockford.  On  an 
accompanying  page  will  bo  noticed  a  portrait  of 
this  well-known  inventor. 

The  father  of  our  subject;,  Baum  el  Walkup,  was 
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a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  but  passed  his  youth  m 
Ohio,  whence,  in  1837,  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
one  years,  he  removed  to  Illinois  and  entered  a 
tract  of  Government  land  in  Pine  Creek  Township, 
Qo-le  County.  He  continued  to  make  lus  home 
there,  improving  and  cultivating  the  place,  and 

there  passed  away  in  August,  1889.  Her  parents  | 

were  Scotch  people,  and  members  of  the  Presbyte¬ 
rian  Church,  but  he  was  identified  with  the  Free¬ 
will  Baptist  Church,  and  always  made  it  his  en¬ 
deavor  to  show  his  Christian  sincerity  by  his  up¬ 
right  and  consistent  life. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  was  known  in  maid¬ 
enhood  as  Sophia  L.  Buggies,  and  was  born  in 
New  England.  She  traces  her  lineage  to  the  Pil- 
o-rim  Fathers,  who  figured  so  extensively  in  the 
early  history  of  New  England,  as  well  as  in  its  later 
progress.  She  was  a  faithful  member  of  the  Free¬ 
will  Baptist  Church,  and  was  a  loving  helpmate  to 
her  husband,  and  a  wise,  tender  mother  to  her  chil¬ 
dren,  nine  in  number,  of  whom  five  sons  and  two 
daughters  still  survive. 


ft/  ON.  ALLEN  C.  FULLER,  Adjutant-Gen- 

eral  of  Illinois  durinS  tb0  dark  ^ftys  oI  tbo 

Civil  War,  and  one  of  the  most  prominent 
citizens  of  the  State,  was  born  in  the  town 
of  Farmington,  Conn.,  September  22,  1823.  His 
father,  Lucius  Fuller,  who  was  likewise  born  in 
Farmington,  spent  his  youth  and  early  manhood  in 
his  native  State,  and  removed  from  there  to  To- 
wanda,  Pa.,  when  our  subject  was  a  small  child. 
In  1846,  having  resolved  to  seek  a  home  in  the 
West,  he  came  toBelvidere,  where  he  resided  until 
death  called  him  hence.  He  was  one  of  the  most 
influential  citizens  of  Bolvidere  during  its  early 
history,  and  served  as  Postmaster  and  County 
Judge,  as  well  as  in  other  positions  og  responsi¬ 
bility. 

Unto  Lucius  Fuller  and  his  wife,  who  was  known 
in  maidenhood  as  Candace  Newell,  and  was  a  na¬ 
tive  of  Farmington,  were  born  the  following-named 
children:  Edwin,  deceased;  Allen  C.,thc  subject  of 
this  sketch;  J.  Ensign,  who  served  in  the  Mexican 


War,  and  died  in  the  army;  Rebecca,  Mary, Henry, 
Charles,  Frank  and  Ann.  The  second  son,  our 
subject,  received  the  rudiments  of  his  education  in 
the  Towanda  Academy,  and  afterward  carried  on 
his  studies  under  private  tutelage,  his  instructor 
being  Prof,  Nash,  of  Towanda. 

The  legal  profession  attracted  the  attention  of 
the"  young  student,  who,  in  1842,  commenced  to 
read  law  at  Towanda  with  Judge  WilmQt,  author 
of  the  “Wilmot  Proviso  ”  In  1844,  ho  wont  to 
Warsaw,  N.  Y.,  where  he  studied  with  Senator 
Doolittle,  and  in  the  spring  of  1846  was  admitted 
to  practice  in  the  Supremo  Court  of  the  State  of 
New  York.  Immediately  afterward,  ho  came  to 
Illinois,  and  opened  a  law-office  at  Belvidero,  where 
he  entered  upon  a  successful  and  lucrative  prac¬ 
tice,  having  been  admitted  to  practice  in  the  Su  • 
preme  Court  of  Illinois. 

Having  entered  the  political  field  as  one  of  the 
organizers  of  the  Republican  party,  his  career  was 
forthwith  identified  with  the  public  history  of  the 
State.  He  served  as  Circuit  Judge  with  credit  to 
himself  and  satisfaction  to  his  district,  and,  in  1860, 
“stumped”  the  State  with  Gov.  Yates,  in  the  in¬ 
terests  of  the  Republican  party.  At  the  outbreak 
of  the  Civil  War,  he  was  serving  as  Circuit  Judge, 
which  office  he  resigned,  and  was  appointed  Adju¬ 
tant-General,  a  position  in  which  his  distinguished 
abilities  were  used  for  the  promotion  of  the  wel¬ 
fare  of  the  people,  whOso  interests  ho  ever  hud  at 
heart.  In  1864,  ho  was  elected  Representative  to 
the  General  Assembly,  and  resigned  the  position 
of  Adjutant-General  that  ho  might  devote  himself 
exclusively  to  the  duties  devolving  upon  him.  He 
was  chosen  Speaker  of  the  House,  a  position  in 

which  he  displayed  shrewd  foresight,  indomitable 
energy  and  great  executive  ability.  He  was  twice 
elected  Stato  Senator  and  served  two  terms,  and 
several  important  laws  upon  the  subject  of  rail¬ 
road,  State  charitable  institutions  and  revenue,  now 
In  force,  were  prepared  by  him. 

While  a  successful  politician,  Gen.  Fuller  is 
i  equally  capable  as  a  financier,  and  is  considered 
one  of  the  best  business  men  of  this  country.  lie 
l  is  a  large  stockholder  in  the  Northwestern  Shoo 
f  Factory,  and  the  National  Sewing  Machine  Com- 
a  pcAy,  and  has  served  as  Director  in  both  organize- 
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tions.  In  addition  to  these  interests,  he  lias  served 
as  Director  in  both  the  First  and  Second  National 
Banks,  and  as  President  of  the  First  National  at 
Belvidere.  He  aided  in  the  organization  of  the 
First  National  Bank  at  Ashland,  Wis.,  and  for  an 
extended  period  was  President  and  one  of  its 
largest  stockholders.  In  1865,  he  assisted  in  the 
organization  of  the  First  National  Bank  at  Elgin, 
of  which  he  was  chosen  Vice-President,  and  lie  is 
still  interested  in  the  institution  as  a  stockholder 
and  Vice-President. 

In  1849,  Gen.  Fuller  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Nancy  Benjamin,  who  was  born  in  New  York, 
and  died  in  Belvidere  in  1871.  The  second  mar¬ 
riage  of  our  subject  united  him  with  Mrs.  Mary  A. 
K.  Willey,  in  1880,  whose  first  husband,  Dr. 
Willey,  of  St.  Paul,  stood  at  the  head  of  the 
medical  profession  in  Minnesota.  Gen.  Fuller 
lias  one  daughter  living,  Mrs.  Kiltie  E.  Rhein- 
hart.  His  eldest  son,  Frank,  died  in  1864, 
aged  fourteen  years;  the  second  sou,  Wilbur  A., 
was  graduated  from  Yale  College  in  his  twenty- 
first  3reur,  and  died  of  consumption  in  1876; 
Ida,  the  youngest  child,  married  A.  T.  Ilovey, 
and  died  when  only  nineteen  years  old.  The  Ida 
public  library  of  seven  thousand  volumes,  which 
the  General  donated  to  the  city,  was  named  in 
honor  of  this  daughter,  and  is  a  credit  to  him  and 
an  honor  to  the  city,  and  highly  appreciated  by 
the  citizens. 

The  life  of  Gen.  Fuller  furnishes  an  example 
worthy  the  emulation  of  the  young.  When  ho 
came  to  Belvidere  he  was  without  capital  or  in  11  u- 
cntial  friends,  and  had  nothing  on  which  to  rely 
save  an  abundance  of  energy  and  enterprise.  The 
success  which  came  to  him  was  not  the  result  of 
fortuitous  circumstances,  but  of  patient  and  un¬ 
wearied  labor,  while  his  close  sympathy  with,  and 
patriotic  participation  in,  public  affairs  made  him 
conspicuous  among  the  influential  men  of  Northern 
Illinois. 

in  the  work  entitled  “Patriotism  of  Illinois,” 
edited  by  T.  M.  Kddy,D.  1).,  the  statement  is  made 
Umt.  the  name  of  Allen  C.  Fuller  lias  been  more 
frequently  mentioned  in  State  military  matters 
limn  tlmt  of  any  other  man  besides  Gov.  Yates. 
The  following  is  quoted  from  the  report  of  a  com¬ 


mittee  appointed  by  the  General  Assembly  to  ex¬ 
amine  his  office:  “We  have  thoroughly  examined 
the  office  of  tiie  Adjutant-Genera!  mtl  find  R  a 
model  in  completeness;  one  that  preserves  in  all 
its  glory  the  proud  records  of  our  soldiery  and  re¬ 
flects  infinite  credit  upon  the  great  State  whose 
sons  they  are.  In  the  judgment  of  the  committee, 
the  thanks  of  evory  patriotic  citizen  of  the  State 
are  due  to  Gen.  Fuller  for  the  able  and  efficient 
manner  in  which  he  has  discharged  the  duties  of 
the  office  and  for  his  indefatigable  efforts  in  col¬ 
lecting  and  preserving  this  glorious  record  of  a 
glorious  State.”  Gov.  Yates,  in  his  biennial  mes¬ 
sage,  was  equally  complimentary  regarding  the 
services  of  Gen.  Fuller  and  acknowledged  himself 
deeply  indebted  to  him  for  his  hearty  co-operation 
and  able  management  of  the  military  affairs  of  the 
State. 


PRANK  SEAVERNS  is  the  proprietor  of  a 
fine  tract  of  land,  beautifully  located  in 
Owen  Township,  Winnebago  County,  which 
comprises  one  hundred  and  eighty-live  acres.  It 
bears  all  the  improvements  in  the  wn}'  of  machin¬ 
ery  and  farm  buildings  found  upon  a  first-class 
estate,  and  by  a  proper  rotation  of  crops  our  sub¬ 
ject  reaps,  a  handsome  income.  He  is  a  native  of 
the  county,  having  been  born  in  Rockford  Town- 
Ship,  December  18,  1850. 

Isaac  W.  Seavcrns,  the  direct  progenitor  of  out- 
subject,  was  born  at  Jamaica  Plains,  now  a  part 
of  Boston,  Mass.,  June  29,  1814.  lie  is  a  son  of 
.losiah  Seaverns,  also  born  in  that  locality,  and  a 
descendant  of  Samuel  Seaverns,  a  native  of  Eng¬ 
land,  and  one  of  the  earliest  settlers  of  the  Massa¬ 
chusetts  Bay  Colony.  The  grandfather  of  our 
subject,  who  took  part  in  the  battle  of  Lexington, 
was  a  farmer  and  spent  his  entiro  life  in  Massa¬ 
chusetts.  He  married  Rebecca  White,  who  was  born 
On  the  farm  at  Jamaica  Plains. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  roared  and  edu¬ 
cated  in  us  native  town,  and  when  about  twenty 
years  of  age,  formed  a  partnership  with  his  brother- 
in-law,  Joseph  Merriam,  and  opened  a  market  on 
Milk  Street,  Boston,  where  they  continued  success¬ 
fully  together  until  1836,  At  that  date,  the  elder 
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Mr:  Seaverns  removed  to  Ohio,  and  engaged  in 
milling  at  Richmond,  near  Painesville,  then  in 
1840  went  to  Cleveland  and  established  a  mercan¬ 
tile  business.  Six  years  later,  he  went  to  Wiscon¬ 
sin,  located  upon  a  tract  of  land  eight  miles  north 
Of  Racine,  and  was  engaged  in  its  cultivation  for 
two  years.  Disposing  of  that  purchase,  he  came  to 
Winnebago  County,  and  became  the  proprietor  of 
a  tract  of  land  in  what  is  now  Rockford  Township, 
on  which  there  was  a  small  house,  and  but  little 
improvement.  He  erected  two  barns  on  the  place, 
and  successfully  operated  it  for  ten  yours,  when, 
selling  out,  he  purchased  the  estate  on  section  24, 
Owen  Township,  where  his  death  occurred  October 
24, 1889. 

Our  subject’s  father  was  twice  married,  The 
lady  who  became  his  first  wife  was  Abba  Eliza 
Winslow,  a  native  of  New  York  State,  whose  de¬ 
cease  occurred'm  Cleveland,  Ohio.  Mr.  Seaverns 
was  then  married,  May  15,  1842,  to  Anna  E.  Titus, 
the  mother  of  our  subject.  She  was  born  in  Mid- 
dleburg,  Genesee  County,  N,  Y.,  and  was  a  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Horatio  N.  Titus,  a  native  of  Springfield,  j 
Mass.,  who  went  to  New  York  State  when  eighteen 
years  of  age,  and  was  married  in  Monroe  County. 
There  Mr.  Titus  lived  for  a  time,  and  then  removed 
to  Genesee  County,  whence  he  later  returned  to 
Monroe  County,  and  was  engaged  in  farming  on 
his  father’s  farm  in  Brighton  Township,  and  at  the 
same  time  was  employed  in  freighting  on  the  Erie 
Canal.  In  1836,  he  removed  to  Ohio,  and  located 
in  Cleveland  at  a  time  when  that  city  contained 
but  a  few  thousand  people,  and  there  was  not  a  rail¬ 
road  in  the  State.  He  was  employed  in  freighting 
on  the  Ohio  Canal,  and  resided  there  until  a  short 
time  before  his  death,  which  occurred  in  Water- 
ville.  The  maiden  name  of  his  wife,  the  grand¬ 
mother  of  our  subject,  was  Deborah  Jones.  She 
was  born  in  Dutchess  County,  N.  Y.,  and  was  a 
daughter  of  Elias  and  Abigail  Jones.  She  sur¬ 
vived  her  husband  a  number  of  years,  and  de¬ 
parted  this  life  at  the  home  of  her  daughter,  in 
Mai  ion,  N.  Y. 

The  parental  family  of  our  subject  comprised 
eight  children,  five.pf  whom  grew  to  mature  years, 
namely:  Edwin  M.,  Isabella  M.,  Frank,  Ella  M.and 
George,  Emma,  Charles  II.  and  Anna  11.  died 


when  young.  The  father  of  our  subject  reared 
one  son  by  his  first  marriage,  Isaac  W.  Frank 
Seaverns  was  reared  to  farm  duties  on  the  old 
homestead,  and  resided  with  his  parents  until  his 
marriage,  when  his  father  sold  him  sixty  acres  of 
the  home  farm,  which  is  his  present  place  of  resi¬ 
dence.  He  has  added  to  his  possessions  from  time 
to  time,  and  now  has  a  good  estate,  which  is  lo¬ 
cated  on  a  slight  elevation,  from  which  an  extended 

view  of  the  surrounding  country  can  bo  had. 

The  original  of  this  sketch  was  married,  Septem¬ 
ber  22,  1875,  to  Lillie  Wills,  who  was  born  at 
Munch  Chunk,  Fa.,  and  is  the  daughter  of  Charles 
Wills.  Her  father  was  a  native  e|.  Hazeiton,  Lu¬ 
zerne  County,  that  State,  where  also  his  father, 
Adam  Wills,  as  far  as  is  known,  was  born,  and 
where  he  spent  his  last  years  engaged  as  a  machin¬ 
ist  and  engineer.  The  maiden  name  of  his  wife 
was  Elizabeth  Minna. 

The  father  of  Mrs.  Seaverns  learned  the  trade  of 
a  machinist  and  engineer,  and  removed  from  Penn¬ 
sylvania  to  Wisconsin  about  1860.  Locating  in 
Janesville,  he  followed  his  trade  for  a  time,  and  in 
1882  came  to  Winnebago  County,  residing  for 
eight  years  in  Owen  Township.  At  the  expiration 
of  that  time,  he  came  to  Rockford,  and  at  the  pres¬ 
ent  time  is  residing  in  Rockford,  Ill.  Ihe  maiden 
name  of  the  wife  was  Mary  Blay,  a  native  of  Phil¬ 
adelphia,  Pa.,  and  the  daughter  of  Richard  and 
Sarah  (James)  Blay. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Seaverns  have  an  adopted  dauglv- 
ter,  Ida  B.,  who  is  the  child  of  Mr.  Seaverns’ sister. 
In  his  political  views,  our  subject  is  an  inde¬ 
pendent  Democrat.  With  His  wife  he  is  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Christian  Union  Church.  Under  the 
administration  of  President  Cleveland,  lie  was  ap¬ 
pointed  Postmaster,  and  served  efficiently  in  that 
position.  Ho  has  served  as  Justice  of  the  Peace  in 
Owen  for  four  years,  and  has  filled  the  position  of 
School  Director  for  nearly  twenty  years,  ns  well  as 
numerous  local  offices  of  trust.  His  mother  still  re¬ 
sides  in  Rockford.  Goorgc,  the  youngest  brother, 
resides  on  the  home  farm;  Isaac  W.,  the  eldest 
brother,  resided  on  the  old  homo  farm  until  1857, 
then  located  at  Cleveland,  Ohio,  and  engaged  as  a 
machinist,  serving  an  apprenticeship  for  four  years, 
then,  at  his  country’s  call,  he  enlisted,  April  12, 
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1861,  in  Company  A,  First  Ohio  Regiment, for  three 
months,  and  re-on  listed  the  following  March,  in 
the  Eighth  Ohio  Regiment.  The  following  Sep¬ 
tember  he  received  an  honorable  discharge,  and 
engaged  as  an  engineer  on  the  Atlantic  &  Great 
Western  Railroad,  which  is  now  the  New  York, 
Pennsylvania  <fe  Ohio,  and  remained  with  that 
company  until  1865,  and  continued  in  their  service 
until  1870.  In  that  year  he  removed  to  Osh¬ 
kosh,  Wis.,  and  there  engaged  in  the  lumber  busi¬ 
ness  as  General  Superintendent  of  the  Regan, 
Cheny  &  Pratt  Manufactory.  In  the  fall  of  1872, 
he  left  their  employment  and  formed  a  partnership 
with  A.  M.  Woodman,  is  the  lumber  business,  but 
before  the  new  firm  was  ready  for  operation,  they 
were  burned  out  in  the  Oshkosh  fire  of  1873.  May 
1,  bo  re-entered  the  service  of  the  Northwestern 
company,  and  is  still  in  their  employ.  May  28, 
1863,  ho  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Julia  Pink- 
noy,  at  Cleveland,  Ohio.  She  was  the  daughter  of 


English  ancestry.  The  parents  were  married  in 
their  native  county,  and  the  fattier  worked  as  a 
laborer  there  until  1840,  when  he  became  con¬ 
vinced  that  there  was  a  better  opening  for  him  in 
the  New  World,  With  his  wife,  he  braved  the 
tender  mercies  of  Neptune  and  reached  the  States 
in  Safety.  Locating  near  Utica,  N.  Y.,  he  worked 
as  a  fv'm  laborer  for  about  eleven  jrears,  and  then, 
desiring  -wider  fields  for  his  labors,  came  West  to 
Wisconsin,  in  which  State  he  remained  for  three 
years.  From  there  ho  came  to  Winnebago  County, 
Ill.,  settled  in  Peeatonica  Township,  and  there 
farmed  on  shares  for  a  few  years.  By  economy 
and  frugality,  he  had  accumulated  a  Sufficient 
amount  of  money  to  enable  him  to  purchase 
One  hundred  and  seventy  acres  of  land,  and 
afterward  he  increased  this  to  two  hundred  and 
seven  acres.  As  years  passed  over  his  head,  he  re¬ 
tired  to  Peeatonica,  and  there  breathed  his  last  on 
the  17th  of  December,  1891.  He  was  then  nearly 


John  T.  and  Julia  (Taylor)  Pinkney,  who  were 
natives  of  England,  Of  this  union  there  have  been 
horn  four  children,  three  of  whom  survive:  Frank 
T,,  Jessie  C.  and  Florence  M.  Fred  M.,  a  twin  of 
Florence,  is  deceased.  The  only  sister,  now  Mrs. 
Dr.  Charles  H.  Taylor,  resides  in  Chicago,  Ill. 
George  A.,  William  S.  and  Joel  Scavems,  cousins 
of  our  subject,  now  reside  in  Chicago.  They  are 
the  oulv  relatives  of  the  family  this  side  of  the 
Eastern  States  that  our  subject  has  any  knowledge 

xp^EORGE  OLIVER,  a  retired  fanner  of  Itock- 
l(l  (s ford,  Ill.  A  plain,  unvarnished  statement 
of  the  facte  embraced  in  the  life  of  Mr. 
Oliver,  a  man  well  and  favorably  known  to  the 
people  of  Winnebago  County,  is  all  that  we  pro¬ 
fess  to  be  able  to  give  in  this  history  of  the 


Seventy-nine  years  of  age.  lie  had  always  been  a 
quiet,  unassuming  man,  with  but  very  little  edu¬ 
cation,  but  be  was  as  honest  and  upright  as  man 
need  bo.  His  worthy  wife,  who  had  been  a  true 
helpmate  during  the  struggle  for  a  livelihood,  re¬ 
ceived  her  final  summons  in  Peeatonica,  October 
12,  1888,  when  over  seventy-three  years  of  age. 
She  was  a  kind  and  loving  wife  and  mother.  The}7 
were  the  parents  of  three  sons,  our  subject  being 
the  eldest,  John  is  now  a  resident  of  this  county, 
and  James  resides  in  Peeatonica  and  is  the  hus¬ 
band  of  Miss  Elizabeth  Downes,  formerly  of  Rock¬ 
ford, 

George  Oliver,  Jr,,  subject  of  this  sketch,  was 
about  eleven  years  Of  age  when  he  came  with 
his  parents  to  Illinois,  and  his  early  days  were 
passed  in  assisting  his  father  on  the  farm.  The 
knowledge  he  thus  obtained  was  of  use  to  him  in 
later  years  and  paved  the  way  to  his  subsequent 


county;  and  yet,  upon  examination  of  these  facte,  prosperous  career  ns  an  agriculturist.  After  the 
there  will  bo  found  the  career  of  one  avIioso  entire  death  of  his  father,  he  became  owner  of  the  lino 

course  through  the  world  has  been  marked  by  farm,  which  was  well  improved,  and  on  which 

great  honesty  and  fidelity  of  purpose,  were  good  substantial  buildings,  and  on  this  he  re- 

Our  subject  was  a  native  of  Now  York  State,  sided  for  many  years, 
having  been  born  near  Utica,  in  March,  1842,  but  Miss  Ellen  Downey,  whom  he  married  in  Eock- 
his  parents,  George  and  Sarah  (Hale)  Oliver,  were  ford,  is  a  native  of  this  city,  bom  April  10,  1856, 

natives  of  England,  bom  near  Lancaster,  and  of  and  hero  she  grew  to  womanhood  and  secured  a 
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good  education.  Her  parents,  Daniel  and  Mary 
A.  (Hart)  Downey,  were  natives  of  Cork,  Ireland, 
and  of  Irish  descent.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Downey  came 
to  America  when  young-  people  and  were  married 
in  Vermont.  Later,  they  came  to  Rockford,  III., 
and  have  resided  in  this  county  for  a  long  time. 
The  father  cultivated  the  soil  for  many  years  but 
is  now  retired,  and,  with  his  amiable  wife,  resides 
at  No.  1202  Elm  Street,  Rockford.  He  is  now 
seventy-eight  years  of  age,  and  Mrs.  Downey  is  in 
her  sixty-sixth  year.  Of  the  eleven  children  born 
to  their  marriage,  ten  are  still  living  and  five  are 
under  the  parental  roof. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Oliver  remained  on  the  farm  until 
a  short  time  ago,  when  they  sold  out  and  removed 
to  Rockford,  where  they  have  a  good  homo  at  No. 
1207  Elm  Street.  Mr,  Oliver  is  a  stanch  Demo¬ 
crat  in  his  political  views,  and  his  wife  is  an  earn¬ 
est  member  of  the  Catholic  Church.  Their  mar¬ 
riage  has  been  blessed  by  the  birth  of  six  children, 
who  are  named  as  follows:  George  J.,  Mary,  Liz¬ 
zie,  Cornelius,  John  A.  and  Sarah,  all  at  home. 


J  acob  m.  Hamilton.  Among  the  weii- 

regulated  farms  of  Seward  Township, 
Winnebago  County,  may  be  properly  men¬ 
tioned  that  of  Mr.  Hamilton,  which  stands  as 
a  fitting  monument  to  his  energy  and  industry,  It 
is  under  good  cultivation  and  embellished  with 
all  the  buildings  required  by  the  intelligent  and 
progressive  farmer.  The  property  has  been  in  his 
possession  since  1851,  and  he  has  effected  most  of 
the  improvements  now  seen  upon  it. 

Born  July  14,  1823,  in  Oswego  County,  N.  Y., 
our  subject  is  a  son  of  William  and  Nancy  Hamil¬ 
ton,  the  former  of  whom  was  born  near  Glasgow, 
Scotland.  He  came  to  the  United  States  with  his 
parents  when  he  was  an  infant,  they  settling  in 
Albany,  N.  Y.  William  Hamilton,  the  grand¬ 
father  of  our  subject,  was  a  mason  by  trade,  as  was 
also  his  brother  John,  who  was  killed  after  coming 
to  this  country.  The  grandfather  died  when  eighty- 
four  years  of  age,  two  years  after  coming  to  the 
United  States.  Grandmother  Hamilton  reared  a 


family  of  four  children  and  departed  this  life  in 
Seneca  County,  .N.  Y.,  at  the  advanced  age  of 
ninety-one  years. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  obliged  to  work 
out  when  a  lad  of  seven  or  eight  years  in  order 
to  aid  his  mother  in  supporting  the  family,  faking 
his  pay  in  grain,  etc,  lie  was  employed  in  that 
way  until  eighteen  years  old,  when,  in  company 
witli  a  brother,  ho  went  to  the  northern  part  of 
New  York  and  purchased  a  mill  claim,  upon  which 
they  erected  a  sawmill  and  were  engaged  in  the 
lumber  business  a  period  of  twenty-one  years.  In 
1836,  Mr.  Hamilton  wont  to  Seneca  County,  and 
in  the  town  of  Lodi  purchased  a  farm  which  be 
operated  for  eight  years,  and  on  selling  out  at  the 
end  of  that  time  came  to  Winnebago  County.  On 
account  of  clouded  titles,  he  lost  nearly  all  his 
property  in  the  Empire  State  and  landed  in  Steph¬ 
enson  County  with  but  §200  in  bis  pocket,  §100  of 
which  he  paid  for  eighty  acres  of  unimproved 
land.  Later,  he  purchased  forty  acres  more  in 
Winnebago  County,  which  consumed  the  other 
§100. 

The  el  dor  Mr.  Hamilton  was  married  in  Will- 
iamstown,  N.  Y.,  in  1821,  to  Miss  Nancy  Miller,  a 
native  of  Connecticut.  Her  parents  were  Now 
Englanders,  and  his  father,  later  in  life,  in  com¬ 
pany  with  his  second  wife  and  one  son,  came  to 
Wisconsin,  where  he  died.  Mr.  Hamilton  died  in 
this  county  when  eighty- two  years  of  age;  his 
wife  departed  this  life  in  her  sixty-third  year. 

Jacob  M.  Hamilton  was  one  in  a  family  of  nine 
children  and  remained  at  homo  until  reaching  his 
majority,  when  he  took  up  a  claim  and  removed 
upon  it  after  his  marriage,  January  1,  1851,  with 
Miss  Sarah  A.  Derwent.  The  lady  was  born  in 
Lancashire,  England,  February  9,  1833,  and  was  a 
daughter  of  Thomas  and  Hannah  Derwent  who 
came  to  the  United  States  in  1842,  and,  locating  in 
Winnebago  County,  bought  a  “squatter’s”  claim 
for  which  Mr.  Derwent  paid  three  hundred  sover¬ 
eigns.  The  father  was  born  in  Derbyshire,  Eng¬ 
land,  February  9,  1781,  and  followed  the  trade  of 
a  wheelwright.  His  wife,  whoso  maiden  name  was 
Bradwell,  was  born  November  28,  1786,  in  the 
same  place  as  her  husband.  They  wore  married 
about  1808  and  became  the  parents  of  six  boys  and 
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four  girls.  Mrs.  Hamilton's  mother  died  when 
eighty-nine  years  of  age.  Her  father  worked  at 
llis  trade  near  Sheffield,  England,  where  he  was 
greatly  esteemed  as  an  upright  and  honest  gentle¬ 
man. 

Ho  of  whom  tve  write  took  up  his  present  claim 
in  1845,  but  did  not  locate  upon  it  until  1851, 
since  which  time  he  has  been  a  resident  here.  Jn 
politics,  Mr.  Hamilton  cast  his  first  Presidential 
vote  for  John  C.  Fremont.  He  is  widely  known 
throughout  Northern  Illinois  as  one  of  its  most  ex¬ 
tensive  agriculturists,  and  occupies  a  good  posi¬ 
tion  in  his  community  as  a  man  who  has  made 
for  himself  a  good  record  and  who  gives  support 
to  the  enterprises  calculated  for  tire  good  of  the 
people  around  him,  socially,  morally  and  financi¬ 
ally- 

Ten  children  have  been  born  to  Mr,  and  Mrs. 
Hamilton,  two  of  whom  nro  deceased.  Those  liv¬ 
ing  are  William  A.,  who  resides  at  Devil’s  Lake,  N. 
Dak.;  Charles  J.,  who  is  married  and  lias  one  son, 
makes  his  home  in  this  county;  Ella  M.,  wife  of 
Charles  Doty,  is  the  mother  of  three  children:  Jay, 
Ward  and  Anna,  who  also  reside  in  this  county; 
Cora  B.,  who  is  married  to  H.  Houbson  and  is  the 
mother  of  a  son,  Chester  E.;  Myron  S.,  who  re¬ 
sides  at  home,  is  married  and  has  one  son;  Anna 
Q.,  who  is  Mrs.  Hobson,  makes  her  home  in  this 
county;  Raymond  A.  and  Grace  C.,  who  are  at 
homo,  complete  the  family  list. 

*****  TW  — r«  n, 

ALPH  RULISON, a  well-known  and  liighly- 
IP’h  respected  resident  of  Bolvidere,  was  born 
;a\\\  in  Glenn,  Montgomery  County,  N.  Y.,  Jan- 
\^£)i  nary  4,  1818,  and  is  a  son  of  Herman  Rul¬ 
ison.  The  father  was  born  in  New  Jersey,  and 
was  a  son  of  Abraham  Rulison,  a  native  of  Ger¬ 
many,  who  came  to  America  with  his  parents,  lo¬ 
cating  in  New  Jersey,  By  occupation,  he  was  a 
farmer.  lie  went  to  New  York,  becoming  one  of 
the  early  settlers  of  the  town  of  Glenn,  where  he 
spent  the  remainder  of  his  days, 

Herman  Rulison  was  a  more  lad  when  his  par¬ 
ents  went  to  New  York.  Ho  married  Margaret, 
daughter  of  Christopher  Fornierook,  who  was 


a  native  of  Germany.  Both  the  parents  of  our 
subject  spent  their  last  days  in  Montgomery 
County,  N.  Y. 

Ralph  Rulison  was  one  Of  ten  children.  In  his 
youth  he  learned  the  trade  of  a  tanner  and  currier, 
which  occupation  he  followed  until  1843,  when  he 
engaged  in  farming  in  the  town  of  Glenn.  Two 
years  later,  he  came  to  Illinois,  making  the  journey 
to  Boone  County  by  team  from  Racine.  I-Ie  pur¬ 
chased  One  hundred  and  sixty  acres  in  Bonus 
Township  at  $3.80  per  acre,  of  which  fifty  acres 
were  broken.  (/  He  built,  a  small  frame  house  and 
began  the  development  and  improvement  of  his 
land.  Upon  that  farm  he  resided  until  1883,  and 
in  his  business  dealings  was  quite  successful.  He 
sold  out  in  that  year  and  came  to  Bolvidere,  where 
he  has  since  lived  a  retired  life. 

On  tliQ  26tli  of  June,  18 Fir,  Mr.  Rulison  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Maria  Passage,  who 
was  born  in  Schenectady  County,  N.  Y.,  April  9, 
1820,  and  is  a  daughter  of  John  and  Eleanor 
(Correll)  Passage.  Their  union  has  been  blessed 
with  seven  children:  George,  who  married  Julia 
Wright,  by  whom  he  had  four  children:  Blanche, 
Alta,  Beth,  and  Emil,  •who  is  deceased;  Emma, 
wife  of  Charles  Howe  and  the  mother  of  four  chil¬ 
dren:  lay,  Ralph,  Maria,  and  one  whose  name  is 
not  given;  Alice,  wife  of  W.  Herbert,  by  whom  she 
has  two  sons:  Ralph  and  John;  Herman,  who  mar¬ 
ried  Carrie  Hammond  and  has  seven  children: 
Claude,  Allie,  Ctalph,  Lydia,  Laura,  William  and 
Charlie;  Frank,  who  married  Nettie  Powers,  by 
whom  he  has  four  children:  Estella,  Eveline, 
Georgia  and  a  boy  not  yet  named;  Elsie,  wife  of 
George  Bassett,  by  whom  she  has  a  daughter,  Alice; 
and  Grant,  who  married,  Lillie  Grant.  They  have 
one  child,  Genevieve. 

In  politics,  Mr.  Rulison  is  a  stalwart  Republican 
and  lias  filled  various  township  offices  of  trust.  He 
was  a  member  Of  the  School  Board  for  several 
terms,  was  Assessor,  Road  Commissioner,  Town 
Clerk,  and  for  eight  years  was  Justice  of  the  Peace. 
His  duties  were  over  promptly  and  faithfully  dis¬ 
charged  and  won  him  the  commendation  of  all 
concerned.  He  has  always  been  a  great  reader,  is 
a  well-informed  man  and  an  intelligent  citizen, 
who  well  deserves  the  high  regard  in  which  he  is 
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hold.  He  and  liis  estimable  wife  have  traveled 
life’s  journey  together  for  fifty  years.  The  family 
circle  has  never  been  broken  except  by  the  death 
of  one  grandchild,  Emil,  who  was  killed  by  being 
kicked  by  a  hi  'ce-,  on  the  26th  of  June,  1892,  and 
altogether  their  lives  have  been  blessed  with  hap¬ 
piness  and  prosperity. 


EDWARD  B.  BALL  was  born  in  Worcester 
County,  Mass.,  March  17,  1840,  and  is  a 
■  son  of  Edward  raid  Harriet  (Ilapgood)  Ball. 
The  reputation  he  enjoys  in  Boone  County  is  not 
only  that  of  a  substantial  and  progressive  farmer 
but  an  intelligent  and  thoroughly  posted  man  in 
all  public  affairs.  Ilis  farm  is  one  of  the  most 
finely  improved  in  Boone  Township,  as  the  reader 
will  conclude  by  a  glance  at  the  view  of  the  place 
presented  on  another  page. 

The  marriage  of  our  subject  on  the  12th  of 
June,  1867,  brought  him  a  faithful  helpmate  in 
the  person  of  Miss  Mary  Cowan,  who  was  born  in 
Pall  River,  Mass.,  on  the  8th  of  January,  3848. 
She  is  the  daughter  of  Robert  and  Mary  (Carman  t) 
Cowan,  natives  of  Scotland,  the  father  born  in 
Rothesay  and  the  mother  in  Glasgow.  The  former 
emigrated  to  America  when  a  young  man  and 
settled  in  Rhode  Island  where  he  followed  the 
spinner’s  trade  until  1851,  when  lie  came  to  Boone 
County,  III.  They  were  the  parents  of  eight  chil¬ 
dren,  four  of  whom  are  living. 

0ur  subject  has  always  been  a  resident  of  the 
Old  home  place  since  it  was  purchased  by  his 
father  in  1855,  and  after  marriage  ho  took  his 
wife  there.  He  is  engaged  in  general  mixed  farm¬ 
ing,  and  all  bis  operations  on  the  farm  are  con¬ 
ducted  in  a  manner  suggestive  of  thoroughness 
and  enterprise.  He  has  a  substantial  home  and  com¬ 
fortable  outbuildings,  and  is  classed  among  the 
representative  farmers  of  his  section.  Ho  bought 
his  father’s  interest  in  the  home  place  and  now 
lias  two  hundred  and  three  acres,  all  well  cultivated, 
lie  and  his  father  making  all  the  improvements 
but  those  on  sixty  acres. 

In  bis  political  views,  Mr.  Bail  afllliajfts  with  tlie 
Republican  party,  and  his  first  Presidential  vote 


was  for  Abraham  Lincoln,  for  the  second  term. 
He  has  never  aspired  to  office  bul  lias  been  elected 
to  a  number  of  different  local  positions  and  dis¬ 
charged  the  duties  incumbent  upon  them  in  a  man¬ 
ner  very  satisfactory  to  all  concerned.  Socially, 
lie  is  a  member  of  the  M.  W.  No.  675,  of  Poplar 
Grove,  and  tlio  A.  0.  U.  W.  No.  158,  Poplar 
Grove.  Mrs.  Ball  is  one  of  the  educated  and 
highly  esteemed  ladios  of  her  township.  She  is  a 
member  of  the  Ladies’  Aid  Society,  and  was  the 
first  of  her  sex.  to  be  elected  School  Trustee  in 
Boone  Township.  Her  election  bears  testimony 
to  her  popularity,  for  she  received  every  vote 
polled.  It  is  hardly  necessary  to  add  that  she  is 
discharging  the  duties  of  that  position  in  a  very 
capable  and  efficient  manner. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ball  became  the  parents  of  two 
children,  one  of  whom  survives,  William  D.,  born 
August  27,  1882.  .Edward  A.,  born  .January  28, 
1871,  died  when  not  quite  two  months  old.  The 
home  life  of  this  esteemed  couple  is  full  of  sunshine 
and  happiness,  each  member  cultivating  those 
qualities  Which  are  productive  of  the  best  results. 

. 

VILLIAM  D.  McCABE.  Our  subject  is  a 
fair  example  of  many  young  Scotchmen, 
who  are  generously  endowed  by  nature, 
and  ambitious  to  grow  to  their  fullest  height  in 
this  land  of  great  possibilities,  and  although  ho 
has  had  some  drawbacks  that  might  have  discour¬ 
aged  a  less  constant  nature,  ho  has  gone  on  un¬ 
daunted  in  his  career  and  is  now  one  of  the  fore¬ 
most  farmers  of.  Bonus  Township,  Boone  County. 
He  was  bom  in  Glasgow,  Scotland,  on  the  18th  of 
March,  1842,  and  is  a  son  of  George  and  Jeanette 
(Milligan)  McCabe,  also  natives  of  that  country, 
in  which  the  father  passed  the  closing  years  of  bis 
life.  The  mother,  is  now  a  resident  of  Boone 
County,  and  is  eighty  years  of  age.  The  paternal 
grandparents  of  our  subject  came  to  America  and 
died  in  Wisconsin  at  the  age  of  seventy  and  eighty 
years,  respectively. 

Our  subject  was  one  of  four  childron,  but  only 
he  and  a  sister  are  now  living.  He  was  but  four 
years  of  age  when  he  was  brought  to  America  by 
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his  parents,  and  was  a  resident  of  the  State  of  New 
York  for  five  years.  lie  then  came  to  Boone 
County, 111.,  and  hero  grew  to  mature  years.  Dur¬ 
ing  the  Civil  War,  he  was  filled  with  a  strong  de¬ 
sire  to  aid  Ins  country,  and  in  1861  enlisted  in 
Company  I, Thirty-seventh  Illinois  Infantry,  under 
Oapt.  R.  Kcnnicott,  and  served  not  only  through 
the  entire  war,  but  was  on  detail  work  for  a  year 
afterward.  He  was  in  active  service  from  1861  to 
1865,  as  well  as  the  winter  following,  and  was  m 
many  of  the  bloodiest 'and  most  destructive  battles. 
He  was  wounded  at  the  battle  of  Prairie  Grove, 
Ark.,  and  took  part,  in  every  battle  and  skirmish 
in  which  his  company  and  regiment  participated. 
Tt  is  only  necessary  to  glance  over  the  record  of 
Isis  company  and  regiment  to  understand  what  he 
had  to  go  through,  with  in  lighting  for  the  Union, 
and  lie  has  every  reason  to  bo  proud  of  his  career 
as  one  of  the  boys  in  blue. 

In  selecting  Isis  companion  in  life,  Mr.  McCabe 
made  a  happy  choice,  for  Miss  Lucy  A.  Jackson, 
who  became  his  wife  on  the  20th  of  May,  1869,  is 
a  lady  of  excellent  judgment,  refinement  and  cul¬ 
ture  and  afinotcd  housekeeper,  ns  the  interior  of  her 
fine  home  attests.  Their  happy  union  has  been 
still  further  brightened  by  the  advent  of  two  chil¬ 
dren,  both  sons,  who  are  as  follows:  Charles 
W.,  born  in  this  county  on  the  28th  of  August, 
187-1,  and  George  G.,  on  the  35th  of  May,  1879. 
Our  subject  settled  on  his  present  farm  after  liis 
return  from  Chicago  in  1872,  and  is  the  owner  of 
one  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  the  best  land  to  be 
found  in  the  section.  On  another  page  may  be 
found  a  view  of  his  elegant  residence  which  he 
creeled  at  a  cost  of  $2,500,  and  lie  is  now  about  as 
pleasantly  located  as  One  would  well  wish  to  be. 
Ho  has  every  modern  improvement,  and  there  is  an 
air  of  refinement  and  comfort  in  this  rural  home 
that  renders  it  attractive  to  all.  Mrs.  McCabe’s 
aged  mother,  a  cheerful  and  most  agreeable  old 
lady,  makes  her  home  with  her  daughter  and  is 
passing  the  sunset  of  her  life  in  quiet  and  con¬ 
tentment.-  (For  life  of  Mrs.  McCabe’s  parents, 
Charles  and  Mary  A,  (Stowe)  Jackson,  see  sketch 
of  N.  D.  Jackson.) 

Mr.  McCabe  east  lvis  first  Presidential  vote  for 
Gen.  Grpit  for  the  first  term  and  lias  boon  an  ar¬ 


dent  Republican  in  his  political  views  since.  He 
has  held  several  local  offices  and  has  been  Secretary 
and  Treasurer  of  the  town  School  Board  for  years. 
He  is  a  prominent  G.  A.  R.  man  and  a  member  of 
Post  No.  164  (Camp  Hurlburt),  of  Helvidere. 


JH  ONAS  N.  ANDERSON,  who  is  now  living  a 
retired  life  at  No.  130  Bremer  Street,  Rock¬ 
ford,  has  been  a  resident  of  this  city  since 
1  the  spring  of  1866.  Of  Swedish  birth,  he 
was  born  in  the  Province  of  Smoland,  April  13, 
1827,  arid  came  of  an  old  Swedish  family.  His 
parents  both  died  in  their  native  land.  His  father, 
Andrew  Nelson,  reached  the  advanced  age  of 
oighty-tlirce  years.  He  was  a  mechanic  and  farmer. 
His  wife,  who  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Martha 
Hiekstrom,  was  called  to  her  final  rest  at  the  age 
of  four-score  years.  Both  were  members  of  the 
Lutheran  Church,  and  were  highly  respected  peo¬ 
ple. 

Our  subject  belongs  to  quite  a  large  family,  feit 
is  the  only  member  that  has  made  a  permanent  lo¬ 
cation  in  America.  Ilis  boyhood  days  were  passed 
uneventfully,  and  at  the  age  of  sixteen,  he  began 
learning  the  blacksmith’s  trade,  which  he  has  made 
lvis  life  work,  and  in  pursuit  of  that  occupation  ho 
has  acquired  a  good  competence.  After  attaining 
to  mature  years,  he  -was  married,  in  his  native  pro¬ 
vince,  to  Miss  Ingra  Nelson,  who  was  born  in  May, 
1828,  and,  like  her  husband,  is  the  sole  representa¬ 
tive  of  her  people  in  this  country.  All  the  other 
members  of  the  family  died  in  Sweden.  Her  par¬ 
ents,  Nels  and  Gouda  (Mangonson)  Johnson,  were 
farming  people,  and  passed  away  at  the  ages  of 
sixty-three  and  eighty-five  years,  respectively. 
Mrs.  Anderson  has  proved  a  true  and  faithful 
helpmate  to  her  husband,  and  is  a  most  estimable 
lady,  who  in  this  community  has  many  friends. 

Thirteen  children  have  been  born  to  our  subject 
and  bis  wife,  nine  sons  and  four  daughters,  but 
only  three  sons  are  now  living:  Otto  is  a  black¬ 
smith  in  the  employ  of  the  Skandia  Plow  Com¬ 
pany.  He  wedded  Clara  Anderson,  and  they 
reside  on  Fifth  Avenue,  between  Fourth  and  Fifth 
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Streets,  August  is  a  well-educated  young  man,  and 
a  skilled  musician.  He  was  graduated  from  the 
Conservatory  of  Music,  and  is  an  able  teacher.  He 
is  also  a  member  of  the  well-known  Fitzgerald 
Band  of  Rockford,  in  which  he  plays  the  solo  clari¬ 
onet,  and  for  some  time  has  been  a  member  of  the 
church  choir,  and  its  organist.  John,  who  is  also 
quite  proficient  in  music,  completes  the  family. 

Mr.  Anderson  and  his  sons  all  support  the  Re¬ 
publican  party,  and  himself  and  wife  are  members 
of  the  First  Lutheran  Church,  to  which  they  have 
belonged  since  coming  to  this  country.  He  began 
work  in  this  city  as  a  blacksmith,  and  for  many 
years  followed  his  trade  in  connection  with  lead¬ 
ing  manufactories  of  Rockford.  Ilis  business  career 
has  been  a  successful  one,  and  with  the  competence 
he  has  acquired,  he  is  now  enabled  to  live  a  retired 
life.  Since  the  organization  of  the  Skandia  Plow 
Company,  he  lias  been  one  of  its  stockholders, 
and  for  many  years  was  a  stockholder  in  the 
Union  Grocery  Store.  About  three  years  ago,  he 
laid  aside  all  business  cares,  and  is  now  enjoying 
the  rest  which  lie  has  so  truly  earned  and  richly 


and  went  to  California.  He  spent  some  time  in  the 
.  West,  engaging  in  painting  and  paper1  hanging  in 
California,  Colorado  and  the  Territory  of  Mon¬ 
tana,  until  1883,  when  he  became  a  resident  of 
.  Watertown,  S.  Dak. 

The  following  year,  Mr.  Sharp  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  .Lizzie  White,  a  native  of  Chi¬ 
cago  and  a  daughter  of  Capt.  White,  who  owned  a 
vessel  and  Was  quite  prominent  on  the  Lakes. 
They  resided  in  Dakota  until  1887,  when  they 
came  to  Belvidere,  whore,  in  company  with  his 
brother  John  W.,  Mr.  Sharp  established  a  grocery 
store  and  soon  built  up  an  extensive  trade.  They 
Still  engage  in  that  line  and  enjoy  a  liberal  patron¬ 
age.  In  1890,  our  subject  also  began  business  ns  a 
house  decorator,  and  to  that  branch  of  trade  gives 
his  personal  supervision,  while  his  brother  manages 
the  grocery  store. 

Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sharp  have  been  born  two  chil¬ 
dren,  one  living,  Lou  C.  They  have  a  wide  circle 
of  friends  and  acquaintances  in  this  community 
and  are  highly  esteemed.  Mr.  Sharp  is  a  member 
of  Belvidere  Lodge  No.  00,  A.  F.  &  A.  M- ;  Kish- 
waukee  Chapter  No.  60,  R.  A.  M.;  Big  Thunder 
Lodge  No.  28,1.  Q.  0.  F.;  the  Encampment  and 
Belvidere  Lodge  No.  289,  K.  P-  In  his  business 
career  he  lias  met  with  excellent  success.  He  is 
sagacious  and  far-sighted,  enterprising  and  indus¬ 
trious,  and  in  both  lines  of  his  business  lms  secured 
a  liberal  patronage. 


©HARLES  W.  SHARP,  house  decorator,  and  sagacious  and  far-sighted,  enterprising  ana  maiio- 

a  well-known  business  man  of  Belvidere,  is  trious,  and  in  both  lines  of  his  business  lms  secured 

one  of  the  worthy  citizens  that  Ohio  lms  a  liberal  patronage, 

furnished  to  Boone  County.  Ilis  birth  occurred  y 

on  January  11,  1858,  in  Lake  County.  He  is  one  >  S 

of  five  children  bom  unto  David  and  Mary 

(Baiter)  Sharp:  Hattie  A.,  John  W.,  Charles  W,  #%SCAR  F.  HALSEY,  ivho  ranks  among  the 

Nettie  F.  and  Grace  A.  The  parents,  natives  of  (((  1  well-to-do  farmers  of  Seward  -Township, 

England,  emigrated  to  this  country  in  an  early  day,  Winnebago  County,  lmd  Ins  birth  in  cw 

and  after  some  years  spent  in  Ohio, came  to  Illinois.  YorkCity,  N.  Y.,  May  27,  1827.  IhS  parents,  feam- 

We  now  take  up  the  personal  history  of  our  sub-  uel  and  Mary  Halsey,  were  born  on  Long  Island  and 

ject,  who  acquired  his  early  education  in  the  dis-  in  Ulster  County,  N.  Y.,  respectively.  Tho  mother, 

tricb  schools  of  his  native  county  and  when  a  lad  prior  to  her  marriage,  bore  the  name  Of  Mary  y- 


trict  schools  of  his  native  county  and  when  a  lad 
of  ten  years  came  with  his  parents  to  Livingston 
County,  111.  His  education  was  completed  in  the 
schools  of  Fairbury,  Livingston  County,  and  at 
the  age  of  twelve  years  he  began  to  learn  the  trade 
of  a  painter  and  paper  banger.  During  vacations 
he  followed  that  trade  in  Fairbury  until  eighteen 
years  of  age,  when  lie  started  out  in  life  for  himself 


gant,  the  family  being  New  Yorkers  for  several 
generations  back,  and  originally  from  Germany. 

The  father  of  our  subject  is  now  living,  at  the 
advanced  age  of  ninety-one  years.  His  father, 
Jesse  Halsey,  was  also  a  native  of  Long  Island, 
where  his  deceaso  occurred;  ho  was  a  sea-captain . 
Our  subject’s  great-grandfather  came  from  Eng- 
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land  at  an  early  day.  Oscar  F.,  of  this  sketch,  re¬ 
mained  at  home  in  Marlboro,  N.  Y.,  until  attaining 
his  majority,  and  from  there  in  July,  1848,  came 
to  Illinois.  He  came  to  Roscoe,  Winnebago  County, 
and  for  two  years  worked  out  on  farms  by  the 
month.  In  1849,  he  purchased  his  present  farm 
from'  the  Government,  upon  which  he  removed  a 
year  later,  and  has  placed  upon  it  all  the  improve¬ 
ments  which  will  be  found  upon  the  estate  of:  an 
intelligent  and  progressive  farmer. 

The  lady  to  whom  our  subject  was  married,  May 
4,  1855,  was  Miss  Lydia  Hawkins,  a  native  of  Ovid, 
Seneca  County,  N.  Y.  She  was  born  March  4,1827, 
and  died  in  this  county,  November  18,  1888. 
Mrs.  Halsey  was  the  daughter  of  Jonathan  Hawkins, 
who  was  a  native  of  the  Empire  State,  where  his 
decease  occurred. 

To  our  subject  and  his  wife  have  boon  born  five 
children  j  Mary  E.;  William  II.  S.,  who  is  married 
and  the  father  of  two  children;  AnnaM.,  also  mnr- 
ried;  Nancy  L.  and  Samuel  F.  The  children'  have 
all  been  given  good  educations,  and  move  in  the 
best  circles  of  Seward  Township.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
IJalsoy  are  members  of  the  Congregational  Church, 
and,  in  politics,  our  subject  was  first  a  Whig,  then 
a  Prohibitionist,  and  now  votes  the  Republican 
ticket. 


(s^LORGE  M.  TUTTLE  is  one  of  the  practical 
and  representative  agriculturists  of  this 
■-M  section,  and  from  early  boyhood  was  famil¬ 
iar  with  the  occupation  of  farming,  having  learned 
the  details  Of  tbo  work  from  his  father,  who  was  a 
worthy  tiller  of  the  soil.  Our  subject  was  bora 
near  Watertown,  Jefferson  County,  N,  Y,,  in  1827, 
and  was  the  son  of  Chancy  Tuttle,  who  was  also 
born  in  Jefferson  County,  and  who  died  in  Beloit, 
Wis.,  in  1872,  when  seventy-live  years  of  age.  The 
elder  Mr.  Tuttle  moved  to  Illinois,  near  Chicago,  in 
iu  September,  1834,  and  came  from  Sackett’s  Har¬ 
bor,  N.  1 to  Chicago  by  the  Lukes,  having  a  very 
rough  trip  of  about  three,  weeks.  Ilis  wife  and  five 
children,  four  sons  and  one  daughter,  came  with 
him.  He  made  a  claim  of  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  near  Chicago,  but  having  very  little  ready 
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means,  he  sold  this  for  8150,  and  took  another 
claim  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  five  miles 
north  of  the  first.  Within  a  year  and  a  half,  he 
sold  that  for  $400,  and  subsequently  moved  to 
Pock  County,  Wis.,  near  Beloit,  where  he  took  still 
another  claim  of  a  quarter-section,  which  he  got 
entered  at  one-half  per  cent.,  a  deed  for  which  lie 
obtained  from  the  Government  in  due  course  of 
time  when  tiie  land  eame  on  the  market. 

This  settlement  was  made  soon  after  the  Black 
Hawk  War,  in  1836.  They  made  this  last  move 
with  ox- teams  on  the  Government  trail  and  were 
about  six  days  in  fording  streams  and  worrying 
through  sloughs.  At  one  time  they  lost  tire  way, 
got  fast  in  a  slough  near  Chicago,  and  were  out  all 
night,  being  obliged  to  sleep  on  the  ground.  The 
next  day  they  reached  tire  cabin  that  Mr.  Tuttle 
had  built  the  year  before.  lie  made  a  home  here 
on  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres,  and  erected 
good  buildings,  fences,  etc.,  etc.,  and  made  his 
home  here  for  thirty  years.  His  wife,  whose  maiden 
name  was  Amy  Weaver,  of  New  York  State,  came  of 
Dutch  parentage.  She  died  at  her  home  near 
Beloit,  Wis.,  in  1855,  when  fifty  years  of  age. 
They  were  the  parents  of  seven  sons  and  three 
daughters,  three  of  whom  died  young.  Those  now 
living  are  named  as  follows:  Chester,  Franklin, 
George  M.,  Permelia,  Julia  M.  and  Jennie  M. 

George  M.  Tuttle  was  reared  on  the  farm,  and 
it  was  but  natural,  perhaps,  that  when  starting  out 
for  himself  he  should  choose  agricultural  pur¬ 
suits  as  his  calling  in  life.  He  received  but  a  lim¬ 
ited  education,  and  when  twenty-one  years  of  ago 
started  out  to  fight  his  own  way  in  life,  working 
the  first  year  for  $12  per  month.  He  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Miss  Lydia  Hal  lock,  a  native  of 
New  York,  and  a  daughter  of  Isaac  and  Elizabeth 
(Rico)  Hal  lock,  both  natives  of  New  York  State,  and 
the  father  a  tiller  of  the  soil.  Mrs.  Ilallock  died 
when  a  young  woman,  and  her  husband  when  in 
the  prime  of  life,  on  the  Isthmus  of  Panama. 

After  his  marriage,  Mr.  Tuttle  and  his  young 
wife  moved  to  Minnesota,  but  after  three  years 
spent  in  that  State,  Mr.  Tuttle  sold  out  and  re¬ 
turned  to  Wisconsin.  lie  was  a  volunteer  in  the 
Civil  War,  enlisting  in  the  Forty-third  Wisconsin 
Infantry  as  a  private.  After  returning  home,  he 
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eft  me  to  Roscoe,  III.,  and  bought  two  hundred  find 
fifteen  acres  on  section  1,  paying  about  $30  an  acre 
for  unimproved  land,  He  made  this  his  homo  for 
twentj'-two  years,  erecting  buildings  and  fences, 
and  getting  under  plow  about  one  hundred  and 
forty  acres  of  timber  land.  He  is  still  residing  on 
that  farm,  but  has  a  lino  new  residence,  which  was 
erected  in  1880,  His  son  resides  in  the  old  house. 
Mi-,  and  Mrs.  Tuttle  lost  their  only  daughter,  Amy 
Lillian,  at  the  age  of  three  years.  Their  four  sons 
are  named  as  follows:  Chester  L.,  William  I., 
Eugene  E.  and  Charles  A.,  all  now  married  but 
the  latter,  who  is  a  student  in  Beloit  College,  pre¬ 
paring  for  the  ministry  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church.  For  six  years  lie  has  ridden  his  horse 
from  his  home  place  to  Beloit,  a  distance  of  three 
and  a  half  miles. 

Mr.  Tuttle  has  been  a  careful,  industrious  farmer, 
and  has  accumulated  a  comfortable  competence, 
with  the  assistance  of  his  industrious  and  estimable 
wife,  both  having  worked  hard  for  their  comfort¬ 
able  home.  Mrs.  Tuttle’s  death  occurred  April  1, 
1892,  her  health  having  been  rather  poor  for  Dome 
time.  Mr.  Tuttle  is  still  actively  engaged  in  his 
chosen  occupation,  and  is  strong  and  vigorous.  He 
is  a  stanch  Republican  in  his  political  views,  and 
was  once  called  an  Abolitionist.  He  has  held  the 
office  of  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  two  terms,  and 
holds  membership  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  in  Beloit,  Mrs.  Tuttle  having  also  been  a 
member  of  that  church. 


P RAN CIS  BLACHFORD.  In  mentioning 
those  of  foreign  birth  who  have  become 
_  closely  associated  with  the  farming  interests 
of  Boone  Comity,  we  should  not  fail  to  present  an 
outline  of  the  career  of  Mr.  Bluehford,  for  he  is 
one  who  has  fully  borne  out  the  reputation  of  that 
elass'bf  industrious,  energetic  and  far-seeing  men 
of  English  nativity  who  have  risen  to  prominence 
in  different  portions  of  this  county.  There  is  a  ster¬ 
ling  quality  about  the  nationality  that  particularly 
fits  them  for  pioneers,  and  wo,  as  Americans,  are 
greatly  indebted  to  settlers  of  English  birth  for 
the  rapid  advancement  in  our  civilization.  Mr. 


Blachford  was  born  in  Wiltshire,  England,  on  the 
21st  of  July,  1810,  and  is  a  broth*  of  Stephen 
Blachford  (see  sketch  for  family  history).  Now 
nearly  seventy-three  years  of  ago,  the  progress  that 
the  country  has  made,  and  especially  that  portion  in 
which  ho  lives,  is  due  to  the  energy  and  persever¬ 
ance  of  such  men  as  our  subject.  Like  his  brother 
Stephen,  he  has  suffered  all  the  hardships  and  pri¬ 
vations  of  pioneer  life,  and  the  name  of  Blachford 
is  already  connected  with  the  history  of  the  coun¬ 
try. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  selected  his  wife  m 
the  person  of  Miss  Jane  Atkinson,  who  was  born 
in  Canada  on  the  1st  of  May,  1883,  and  their  union 
was  solemnized  on  the  29th  of  November,  1855. 
She  was  One  of  eleven  children,  six  of  whom  arc 
now  living,  born  to  the  marriage  of  James  and 
Margaret  (McClatchoy)  Atkinson,  the  father  a  na¬ 
tive  of  Lincolnshire,  England,  and  the  mother  of 
Canada.  The  former  was  born  in  1803,  and  died 
when  eighty  years  of  age,  but  the  latter  is  still 
living,  is  a  resident  of  this  county,  and  is  now 
eighty-four  years  of  age. 

To  our  subject  ami  his  wife  was  bom  an  interest¬ 
ing  family  of  seven  children,  all  of  whom  are  Jiving 
lmt  one.  They  areas  follows:  Francis,  a  native  of 
this  county,  is  now  engaged  in  farming  in  Dakota; 
William  It,  also  a  native  Of  this  county,  makes  his 
home  in  Dakota;  Margaret  married  L.  SlinUuek 
and  lias  a  son;  Eli  R.,  residing  in  Bclvklerc,  mar¬ 
ried  Miss  Ann  Gathen  and  is  the  father  of  two 
sons;  Stephen  D.  is  at  home;  Harvey  is  engaged  in 
business  in  Bclvidero;  and  Albert  is  at  home.  All 
the  children  wore  born  in  this  county.  Some  of 
Mrs,  Blachford 'a  people  were  of  Scotch-I  rish  de¬ 
scent. 

Mr.  Blachford,  excepting  a  few  years  when  he 
worked  in  the  pinery,  has  ahvays  remained  on  the 
Old  homo  place,  and  hauled  Ills  grain  and  produce 
to  Chicago,  and  is  well  known  in  the  county  where 
ho  has  made  his  homo  since  1835.  Ho  is  a  Demo¬ 
crat  in  his  political  liking,  and  is  not  a  member  of 
any  church,  although  quite  a  regular  attendant. 
He  is  noted  for  hisopen-hcnrlodncas,  geniali  ty  and 
the  public  spirit  time  distinguishes  his  countrymen, 

|  and  is  a  fine  specimen  of  the  industrial  class  that 
Great  Britain  sends  to  our  shores.  He  1ms  ever 
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been  a  loyal  adherent  of  American  institutions  and  year.  September  14,  1875,  be  wedded  Miss  Chris- 
his  adopted  country  is  to  him,  par  excellence,  the  tina  J.  Jasperson,  a  native  of  Wester  Gothland 
country  of  his  heart.  His  well-cultivated  farm  Province,  Sweden,  born  November  12,  1848,  and  a 
attests  his  success  in  life.  lady  possessing  many  virtues.  She  came  to  this 

country  in  1872  with  her  father  and  brother.  The 
j5jgags3 IHH former,  Jasper  Carlson,  was  born  October  17,  1820. 


(QUARLES  E.  BLOMBERG,  Superintendent 
“A  of  the  Union  Furniture  Factory  of  Rock- 
ford,  one  of  the  leading  and  largest  enter¬ 
prises  of  the  city,  is  a  gentleman  whose  abilities 
and  sound  judgment  have  no  equal  in  this  line. 
He  was  a  promoter  of  the  enterprise  and  js  now  a 
Director  and  large  stockholder  of  the  same.  He 
is  also  a  stockholder  in  the  Chair  and  Furniture 
Factory,  a  stockholder  and  Director  in  the  Mantel 
and  Furniture  Factory,  and  a  stockholder  in  the 
Royal  Sewing  Machine  Company.  He  is  one  of 
the  successful  and  representative  Swedes  of  Rock¬ 
ford,  and  is  highly  respected  both  in  social  and 
business  circles.  Since  1876,  he  has  been  identified 
with  the  furniture  factories  of  the  city,  and  espec¬ 
ially  with  the  Union,  which  was  organized  in  that 
year. 

In  the  year  1874,  Mr.  Blomberg  came  to  this 
country  from  Wester  Gothland  Province,  Sweden, 
where  ho  first  saw  the  light  December  26,  1850* 
As  he  grow  to  manhood,  he  learned  the  cabinet¬ 
maker’s  trade  undor  his  father,  John  Anderson, 
who  was  a  skilled  workman.  The  latter  remained 
in  his  native  land  all  his  life  and  died  when  sixty- 
live  years  of  age.  He  was  a  man  well  respected 
and  was  a  member  of  the  State  Church,  as  was  also 
his  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Briglita  Swcsen. 
She  died  in  her  native  province  when  fifty-five 
3’oars  of  ago.  They  were  the  parents  of  six  chil¬ 
dren,  all  now  living  and  all  married:  Sophia,  now 
Mrs.  Johnson,  resides  in  Sweden;  August  A.,  a 
farmer  of  Sweden;  Clause  A.,  a  farmer  and  carpen¬ 
ter  of  Sweden;  Charles  F,,  our  subject;  Emma, 
wife  of  Mr.  Norstron,  resides  near  Belvidore, 
Boone  County,  and  Lotta,  wife  of  A.  Bargs trom, 
resides  in  Rockford. 

Charles  F.  Blomberg  is  the  founder  of  the  fam¬ 
ily  in  America.  He  left  his  native  soil  on  the 
17th  of  July,  1874,  and  made  his  appearance  in 
Rockford,  Ill.,  on  the  6th  of  August  of  the  same 


and  is  now  seventy-two  years  of  age.  He  makes 
his  home  with  his  daughter,  Mrs.  Blomberg,  and  is 
a  member  of  the  Lutheran  Church.  His  wife  died 
in  Sweden  in  1871,  when  past  fifty-six  years  of 
age.  She  was  also  a  Lutheran  in  belief. 

Mrs.  Blomberg’s  brother,  Prof.  John  Jasperson, 
is  a  graduate  of  R.  I.  Augustana  College,  and  is 
now  at  the  head  of  that  institution.  He  is  also  a 
minister  of  some  note,  and  carried  On  his  minis¬ 
terial  duties  in  Burlington  for  three  years.  Mrs. 
Blomberg  has  another  brother,  Charles  Jasperson, 
who  is  in  the  employ  of  J.  G.  Chick.  She  has 
three  sisters  in  this  country:  Mrs.  Johanna  Roman, 
of  Rockford;  Mrs.  Lottie  Frieberg,  also  of  this  city, 
and  Mrs.  Mary  Liden,  of  Iowa. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Blomberg  are  the  parents  of  five 
children,  only  one  now  living,  Clause  E.,  a  bright 
boy  sixteen  years  old,  who  is  attending  the  pub¬ 
lic  schools.  Those  deceased  are:  Ilelga  0.,  Albin 
and  two  infants.  Mr.  Blomberg  is  identified  with 
the  Republican  party  in  politics,  and  he  and  his 
urife  are  members  of  the  First  Lutheran  Church. 

The  attention  of  the  reader  is  invited  to  a  lith¬ 
ographic  portrait  of  Mr.  Blomberg  which  is  pre¬ 
sented  on  an  accompanying  page. 


JAMES  PAR, TRICK.  A  stranger  would  not 
bo  in  this  section  long  without  hearing  the 
name  which  stands  at  the  head  of  this  bio- 
graphical  notice  and  learning  that  it  is  the 
cognomen  of  a  prominent  citizen  of  Winnebago. 
For  many  years  an  agriculturist,  he  is  still  the 
proprietor  of  a  fine  farm  in  Winnebago  Township 
and  another  in  Seward  Township,  and  in  addition 
to  this  property  owns  six  houses  in  the  village, 
where  ho  ranks  among  its  well-to-do  citizens.  He 
is  self-made,  for  at  the  time  he  came  to  Rockford, 
many  years  ago,  he  was  about  even  with  the  world, 
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but  his  financial  ability  and  integrity  have  aided 
him  in  attaining  to  his  present  high  standing. 

Born  in  MarSton,  Bedfordshire,  England,  in 
October,  1819,  our  subject  is  the  son  of  Samuel 
Partrick,  also  a  native  of  that  shire,  where  he  was 
reared,  married  and  spent  his  entire  life.  The 
maiden  name  of  our  subject’s  mother  was  Eliza¬ 
beth  Cook,  a  most  estimable  lady,  who  boro  her 
husband  eleven  children.  James  of  this  sketch, 
and  his  sister,  Esther  Chandler,  now  a  resident  of 
Pennsylvania,  were  the  only  members  of  the  fam¬ 
ily  to  come  to  America. 

The  original  of  this  sketch  was  reared  to  agri¬ 
cultural  pursuits  in  his  native  land,  and  October 
11,  1845,  set  sail  from  Liverpool  on  the  vessel 
“Elsonora,”  being  accompanied  on  the  voyage  by 
his  wife.  The  young  cduple  landed  at  New  York 
on  the  22d  of  December,  whence  they  went  to 
South  Middletown,  Orange  County,  and  resided  un¬ 
til  October,  1846,  when  they  started  for  Illinois. 
They  journeyed  by  the  way  of  the  Lakes  to  Chi¬ 
cago,  where  Mr.  Partrick  was  taken  sick  and  was 
compelled  to  remain  for  two  months,  after  which 
he  came  overland  to  Rockford  in  a  lumber  wagon, 
and  found  employment  with  a  Mr.  E.  Gregory,  j 
noth  whom  he  remained  for  two  months.  Ho  was 
then  engaged  in  doing  various  kinds  Of  work,  and 
chopping  wood,  for  which  he  received  $1  per  cord, 
and  $1  per  hundred  for  splitting  rails. 

In  1847,  James  Partrick  purchased  one  hundred 
and  sixty  acres  of  wild  land  in  Seward  Township, 
for  which  he  paid  $300.  Locating  on  the  place 
two  years  later,  he  was  there  successfully  engaged 
in  cultivating  the  soil  until  1876,  when  he  lented 
his  property  and  came  to  Winnebago,  where  he  is 
quite  extensively  interested  in  real  estate. 

Our  subject  was  wedded  to  Rachel  Faulkner,  a 
native  of  Bedfordshire,  England,  in  July,  1843, 
The  lady  was  the  daughter  of  John  and  Elizabeth 
Faulkner,  who  came  to  America  in  1846,  and  de¬ 
parted  this  life  in  Winnebago  County.  Mrs. 
Partrick  died  in  February,  1857,  and  in  September 
of  that  year  our  subject  was  married  to  Clara  M. 
Rundall,  who  was  born  in  Herkimer  County,  N.  Y., 
and  is  the  daughter  of  Gilbert  Rundall,  of  New 
York  State  and  of  English  ancestry.  The  six 
children  living  were  born  of  the  second  union  and 


are:  Lucy,  Mrs.  James  Bryant;  ICzuln,  Mrs.  Levi 
Faulkner;  Rachel,  Thoron,  Martha  and  Edith.  Mrs. 
Faulkner  has  four  children:  Fay,  Susan,  Herbert 
and  Yolney. 


J[j  ACOB  HAZLETT,  now  living  retired  at  his 
pleasant  homo  at  No.  201  North  Second 
Street,  is  one  of  the  old  settlers  of  Winne- 
bago  County,  having  come  hither  in  1853. 
On  locating  in  this  county,  he  brought  with  him 
a  stock  of  dry-goods  worth  $5,000  or  $6,000,  and 
with  these  went  to  Rockton  and  established  him¬ 
self  in  business.  Not  finding  it  a  good  location, 
he  disposed  of  his  goods,  and  seeing  a  good  open¬ 
ing  in  Rockford,  came  to  this  city  and  openod  an 
hotel  in  the  old  Crystal  Palace. 

Mr.  Hazlett  later,  in  company  with  a  Mr.  Miller, 
opened  up  in  the  boot  and  shoe  business,  which 
they  operated  successfully  together  until  1866, 
when  our  subject  conducted  affairs  on  his  own 
account,  and  buying  out  the  stock  of  C.  C.  Briggs, 
followed  that  line  of  trade  for  twenty-two  years. 
In  the  meantime,  Mr.  Hazlett  purchased  a  portion 
of  the  block  bounded  by  North  First  and  Market 
Streets,  where  he  erected  a  gped  residence,  besides 
the  one  in  which  he  makes  ids  home.  Since  1886, 
he  has  partially  retired  from  active  business  life, 
having  a  fine  income  from  the  real  estate  which 
ho  owns.  Mr.  Hazlett  is  public-spirited  and  1ms 
always  been  deeply  interested  in  the  upbuilding 
of  the  city. 

The  original  of  this  sketch,  with  Mr.  C.  C.  Briggs 
and  George  Troxoll,  was  one  of  the  original  stock¬ 
holders  of  the  building  of  the  Kenosha  Railroad, 
in  which  venture  he  lost  heavily.  He  was  born 
in  Preston  County,  Va.,  November  17,  1813, 
and  was  only  four  and  a  half  years  old  when  his 
parents  came  West  to  Allegany  County,  Md.,  where 
he  grew  to  mature  years  and  engaged  in  the  mill- 
ingVisiness  with  his  father  for  twenty-two  years. 
He  in  the  meantime  built  a  saw  and  grist  mill  with 
a  carding  mill  attached  and  later  added  to  his 
possessions  a  store,  all  of  which  lie  operated  for 
some  time  and  then  moved  his  stock  of  dry-goods 
to  Fayette  County,  Pa.,  where  he  was  successfully 
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engaged  in  business  for  some  time.  He  nmclc  bis 
advent  into  Rockford  in  1853,  with  whose  interests 
he  has  been  prominently  identified  since  that 
time. 

The  father  of  onr  subject,  Samuel  Ilazlett,  was  a 
native  of  Lancaster  County,  Pa,,  while  his  father 
was  born  in  the  North  of  Ireland,  and  emigrated 
to  the  United  States  during*  the  Revolutionary 
War,  He  located  in  Pennsylvania,  whore  he  fol-  | 
lowed  liis  trade  of  a  millwright,  and  later  being 
pressed  into  the  service  of  the  Colonists,  became  a 
soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  War,  He  later  re¬ 
turned  to  Lancaster  County,  and  again  establishing 
himself  at  his  trade,  was  thus  engaged  until  his 
decease,  prior  to  which  time,  however,  his  house 
was  totallj*  destroyed  by  fire. 

The  grandfather  of  our  subject  at  his  decease 
loft  one  son,  Samuel,  and  a  daughter,  Catherine. 
The  sou  on  attaining  manhood  learned  the  trade 
of  a  millwright  under  his  father,  remained  in  Lan¬ 
caster  County  for  a  time  and  later  became  a  miller 
and  a  well-known  resident  in  Allegany  County, 
Md.,  where  he  spent  liis  last  years,  dying  at  the 
age  of  seventy-five.  lie  was  an  honest,  hardwork¬ 
ing  man  and  had  a  host  of  acquaintances  in  the 
county,  where  he  had  spent  so  many  years.  He 
was  prominent  in  politics,  casting  his  first  Presiden¬ 
tial  vote  for  Thomas  Jefferson.  The  maiden  name 
of  our  subject’s  mother  was  Catherine  Pike,  a 
native  of  the  same  county  and  State  as  was  liev  hus¬ 
band.  Her  father  was  «  native  of  IIcssc-Darm- 
sladt  and  came  to  America  ns  ft  soldier  diming  the 
Revolutionary  War.  Her  parents  were  John  and 
Margaret  Pike,  who  died  at  the  homo  of  Mrs.  Ilaz¬ 
lett  in  Allegany  County, Md.  Mrs.  Catherine  Haz- 
lett  survived  her  husband  some  years,  her  decease 
occurring  in  Fayette  County,  Pa.,  when  seventy- 
eight  years  of  age.  She  was  a  member  of  the 
Dunkard  Church,  of  which  denomination  her  hus¬ 
band  was  a  preacher. 

Jacob  Ilazlett  is  the  youngest  but  one  of  seven 
sons  and  two  daughters  bom  to  his  parents,  and 
with  the  exception  of  his  sister  Susan,  now  Mrs. 
Samuel  Welsh,  of  Wintorset,  Iowa,  is  the  only  ono 
living.  He  was  married  in  Somerset  County,  Pa., 
to  Miss  Jane  Rush,  who  was  born  in  that  county 
in  1819,  and  was  a  daughter  of  John  and  Margaret 


(Hannah)  Rush,  Her  parents  were  of  Irish  de¬ 
scent,  who  after  their  marriage  lived  in  Somerset 
County,  where  the  father  carried  on  a  farm  until 
1841,  when  they  removed  to  Westmoreland  County, 
that  State,  and  in  1852  came  to  Illinois  and  pur¬ 
chased  a  home  in  Rockford.  They  both  departed 
tliis  life  in  1858,  the  father  dying  iu  September 
and  the  mother  in  October  of  that  year,  firm  in  the 
faitli  Of  the  Baptist  Church.  The  grandfather  of 
Mrs.  Ilazlett,  Jacob  Rush,  was  a  patriot  in  the 
Revolutionary  War,  participating  in  the  battle  of 
Bennington,  and  died  when  past  ninety  years  of 
age. 

The  wife  of  inn*  subject  is  one  of  the  five  sons 
and  seven  daughters  born  to  her  parents,  two  of 
whom  are  deceased.  The  eldest  is  eighty-six  years 
of  age  and  the  youngest  sixty-live.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Hazlett  are  active  members  of  the  Baptist  Church, 
and  in  politics,  though  formerly  a  Democrat,  now 
votes  the  Prohibition  ticket. 

/^JEORGE  II.  BARBER  is  classed  among  the 
/if  leading  agriculturists  of  Shirland  Town- 
ship,  Winnebago  County,  where  lie  has  a 
well-improved  farm,  and  makes  a  specialty  of 
dairying,  keeping  on  his  place  about  twenty  milch 
cows,  whoso  product  he  sends  to  the  creamery  at 
Shirland.  Mr.  Barber  is  a  strong  supporter  of  Re¬ 
publican  principles,  and  1ms  been  prominent  in 
local  affairs,  serving  as  School  Director  for  four¬ 
teen  years,  and  Highway  Commissioner  one  term. 
His  religious  views  find  expression  in  the  Method¬ 
ist  Episcopal  faith,  he  and  his  wife  being  valued 
members  of  the  society  of  that  denomination  in 
Shirland. 

A  native  of  New  York,  our  subject  was  born  in 
Westmoroland  Township,  Oneida  County,  January 
30,  1826,  and  is  a  son  of  George  Barber,  whose 
birth  occurred  in  1803,  in  Washington  County, 
that  State.  The  latter-named  gentleman  was  an 
agriculturist,  and  the  son  of  John  Barber,  a  native 
of  Ireland.  Our  subject  is  one  in  a  family  of  two 
sons  and  three  daughters.  His  sister,  Mary  A.,  is 
now  Mrs.  Otis  King,  of  Lockport,  N.  Y.;  Sarah  is  a 
resident  of  Clinton,  Oneida  County,  that  State; 
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William  F.  is  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  at  tlio  village 
of  New  York  Mills,  N.  Y.;  and  Ellen,  Mrs.  Joliu 
Barber,  departed  tills,  life  in  Oneida  County,  when 
about  forty  years  of  age,  leaving  one  son,  ^ 

The  father  of  our  subject  died  in  1843,  in  New 
York,  and  his  good  wife,  who  survived  him  some 
thirty  years,  was  seventy-seven  years  of  age  at  her 
demise"  Our  subject  grow  up  a  farmer  boy,  and 
like  many  of  the  lads  of  that  ea#y  day,  had  a  lim¬ 
ited  opportunity  for  receiving  an  education,  being 
compelled  to  assist  his  father  in  carrying  on  the 
farm.  When  twenty-five  years  of  age,  he  started 
out  in  the  world  on  his  own  account,  and  for  five 
years  was  in  the  employ  of  the  New  York  -©astral 
Railroad. 

The  lady  who  became  the  wife  of  our  subject  in 
1857  was  Miss  Adeline,  daughter  Of  David  and 
Elizabeth  (Worrell)  Bradley,  natives  of  Niagara 
County,  N.  Y.',  where  they  were  farmers,  and  roared 
two  sons  and  four  daughters.  They  died  at  the 
respective  ages  of  lifty  and  seventy-three  years. 
All  the  children  are  living  with  the  exception  of 
one  sister,  Abigail,  who  was  the  wife  of  James  0. 
King,  of  Lockport,  N.  Y. 

Our  subject  came  West  to  Illinois  in  October, 
1865,  at  which  time  he  purchased  ninety-one  acres 
of  the  laud  included  in  his  present  farm,  for  which 
he  paid  86  per  acre.  Within  two  years  he  returned 
East  for  his  bride,  and  since  that  time  they  have 
been  permanent  residents  of  Sliirland  Township, 
where  they  have  reared  six  children,  and  buried  one 
daughter,  Jennie  M.,  who  died  May  4,  1886,  aged 
twenty-two  years.  Those  living  are  Sarah,  Mrs. 
Oscar  Boy  den;  Charles,  who  married  Ada  Bates,  of 
Dakota;  Carrie  A.,  Nellie  G.  and  Emory.  They 
have  all  been  given  good  educations,  and  fitted  to 
become  useful  citizens. 


rofkied  and  intelligent  family.  Although  it  lias 
boon  in  her  possession  but  a  short  time,  having 
been  purchased  in  1890,  she  lias  already  effected 
considerable  improvement  in  its  environments 
and  buildings,  and  is  justly  entitled  to  considera¬ 
tion  among  the  representative  residents  of  the 
township. 

Born  in  Erie  County,  N.  Y.,  Mrs.  Johnson  is  the 
daughter  of  David  01  in,  who  was  born  near  Provi¬ 
dence,  R.  I.,  and  the  granddaughter  of  Anthony 
Olin,  who  was  born  in  the  same  place  and  there 
spent  his  entire  life,  lie  married  Abigail  Reming¬ 
ton,  who,  like  himself,  lived  and  died  in  Rhode 
Island.  The  .father  of  Mrs.  Johnson  was  reared 
in  his  native  State  and  removed  to  New  York  in 
his  early  manhood,  locating  in  the  town  of  Sar¬ 
dinia,  and  there  engaged  in  farming  until  1.8552. 
Ho  then  removed  to  Wisconsin  and  settled  in 
Spring  Valley  upon  a  tract  of  timbor  land,  which 
lie  commenced  at  once  to  improve  and  which,  lie 
continued  to  reside  upou  until  his  death.  While, 
a  resident  of  Sardinia,  lie  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Eloth  Cheney,  who  was  born  in  Chau¬ 
tauqua  County,  N.  Y.,  the  daughter  of  Daniel  and 
Jane  (Munson)  Cheney. 

When  her  parents  removed  to  Wisconsin,  our 
3iibjeet  was  only  eight  years  old,  and  she  made  her 
home  beneath  the  parental  roof  until  her  marriage 
to  George  Prior,  a  native  of  Now  York,  who  came 
West  in  iiis  young  man  hood  and  settled  near  Janes¬ 
ville,  Wis.  He  on iisted  in  1864  as  a  member  of 
the  Twelfth  Wisconsin  Infantry  and  died  while  in 
service.  OnNow  Year’s  Day,  1876,  our  subject 
became  the  wife  of  Joseph  Johnson,  who  was  born 
in  England  and  emigrated  to  America  when  a 
young  man  and  located  in  Rockford.  He  en¬ 
gaged  in  fanning  and  bought  land  at  different 
times,  until  when  he  died  he  was  the  owner  of 
throe  hundred  and  seventy  acres  of  well-improved 
!  land,  on  which  good  buildings  bad  been  placed. 


RB.  EMELIN  E  (OLIN)  JOHNSON. 
Among  the  valuable  and  finely-improved 
farms  of  Winnebago  Township,  is  the 
pleasant  home  occupied  and  owned  by 
Mrs.  Johnson,  and  comprising  one  hundred  and 
nine  acres,  upon  which  the  various  improvements 
have  been  made  which  mark  it  as  the  abode  of  a 


His  death  occurred  in  November,  1883,  mourned 
by  a  host  of  warm  personal  friends. 

After  the  death  of  Mr.  Johnson  his  widow  made 
lier  home  on.  the  farm  which  ho  had  purchased 
until  1889,  when  she  rented  it  to  tenants  and  re¬ 
moved  to  Rockford,  buying  a  homo  in  that  beau¬ 
tiful  city.  In  1890,  she  traded  iter  property  in  the 
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A  lady  of  courageous  disposition  and  sincere 
character,  Sirs.  Blake  occupies  a  warm  place  in  the 
affection  of  all  who  have  ever  met  her,  and  she  de¬ 
lights  to  relate  incidents  of  old  pioneer  days,  when 
few  com  forts  were  in  the  roach  of  the  early  settlers, 
and  hardships  and  trials  were  innumerable.  She 
belongs  to  the  Unitarian  Church  and  is  ever  active 
in  charitable  and  benevolent  measures.  Her 
daughter  Katie  is  the  widow  of  Clarence  Bean, 
formerly  a  prominent  druggist,  who  died  in  Rock¬ 
ford  in  1888.  Mrs.  Bean  makes  her  home  with 
her  mother,  as  do  also  her  throe  sons:  Thatcher  R., 

“  Winslow  and  Clarence,  bright  lads  who  are  the 
pride  and  hope  of  both  mother  and  grandmother. 

The  attention  of  the  reader  is  invited  to  the 
lithographic  portraits  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Blake,  pre¬ 
sented  in  this  connection. 

U ILHAM  DICKINSON  was  born  in  the  vil¬ 
lage  of  Haywood,  Parish  of  Bridwalace, 

Yorkshire,  England,  July  23, 1822.  Hois 
at  present  residing  on  a  farm  in  Burritt  Township, 
Winnebago  County,  on  which  he  has  erected  a 
comfortable  stone  house,  and  planted  fruit  and 
v  shade  trees.  He  is  making  a  success  of  his  calling 
'  and  ranks  among  the  well-to-do  agriculturists  of 
the  county. 

William  Dickinson,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
was  a  native  of  the  above-named  parish  and  shire, 
as  was  also  his  father,  William  Dickinson,  and  in 


our  subject  being  the  only  one  who  over  came  to 
America.  Ho  commenced  to  learn  the  trade  of  n 
carpenter  and  wagonmakor  when  fourteen  years  of 
age,  and  when  twenty-one  did  “jour”  work  until 
1845,  when  he  came  with  his  wife  to  America, 
sailing  from  Liverpool  August  6,  in  the  vessel 
“Rochester,”  which  landed  them  in  New  York  after 
a  voyage  of  three  weeks.  Coming  directly  to  Illi¬ 
nois,  Mr.  Dickinson  came  overland  from  Chicago 
to  Rockford  at  a  time  when  this  now  prosperous 
city  was  a  small  village.  He  began  life  here  work¬ 
ing  land  on  shaves,  and  after  the  Mexican  War  be 
purchased  a  land  warrant  and  secured  a  tract  of 
land,  which  he  now  occupies. 

Therh  being  no  railroads  in  this  locality,  Mr. 
Dickinson, marketed  lus grain  in  Chicago,  Milwau¬ 
kee  and  different  points  in  Wisconsin.  He  had 
his  wheat  ground  at  Rock  ton,  and  disposed  of  his 
flour  in  the  mining  towns  of  Wisconsin.  In  1841 , 
he  was  married  to  Ann  Coward,  who  was  horn  in 
Yorkshire,  England,  January  10,  1833,  and  was  the 
daughter  of  William  and  Ann  (Cellars)  Coward, 
also  natives  of  Yorkshire,  England,  where  their 
decease  occurred.  To  our  subject  and  his  wife 
have  been  born  ten  children.  Those  now  living 
are  Rebecca,  now  Mrs.  Wallace  Iloolcor;  Emily,  now' 
Mrs.  Frederick  Milne;  Frederick,  George,  Florence; 
Annie,  now  Mrs.  James  Robins;  and  Theodore. 
William,  the  third  son,  died  in  Ids  twenty-fourth 
year,  and  Charles,  the  next  in  order  of  birth,  when 
twenty-three  yearn.  In  his  political  relations,  Air. 
Dickinson  is  a  stanch  Democrat. 


turn,  his  father,  the  great-grandfather  of  our  sub¬ 
ject.  The  latter-named  gentleman  spent  bis  en¬ 
tire  life  in  that  country,  and  died  when  nearly  one 
hundred  years  of  age,  being  buried  in  Owston 
Churchyard.  The  grandfather  of  our  subject 'was 
a  carpenter,  which  occupation  lie  followed  until 
his  death,  in  Yorkshire;  his  remains  lie  buried  at 
Doncaster.  The  maiden  name  of  his  wife  was  Mary 
Pickering. 

The  direct  progenitor  of  our  subject  always  fol¬ 
lowed  the  trade  of  a  carpenter,  which  he  learned 
from  his  father,  and  at  his  decease  was  also  buried 
at  Doncaster.  Rebecca  Parkin ,  his  wife,  was  horn 
in  Yorkshire,  England,  and  bore  her  husband  five 
children,  Sarah,  William,  George,  Charles  and  Lucy. 


PNSKL  SC1IELLENGER.  It  is  with  sin¬ 
cere  ploasure  that  the  biographer  responds 
to  the  call  to  give  the  life  facts  of  any  of 
our  fellow-citizens  who  fought  for  the 
onor  of  the  old  flag  during  the  dark  days  of  the 
!ivil  War.  The  good  gentleman  whose  name  up- 
ears  at  the  head  of  this  sketch  enlisted  at  Black 
liver  Falls,  Wis.,  for  three  months,  but  as  his  com- 
iany  was  disbanded, he  again  enlisted  from  Sharon, 
November  4,  18G 1,  m  Company  C, Thirteen thM  is- 

onsin  Infantry,  and  going  to  the  front  in  Kansas 
ormed  a  part  of  the  Western  Army.  Mr.  hel.el- 
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longer  re-enlisted  December  15,  1863,  and  was  dis¬ 
charged  on  account  of  disability,  duly  26,  1865, 
from  the  general  hospital  at  Prairie  du  Chien. 

Our  subject,  who  is  at  present  engaged  in  farm¬ 
ing  in  Manchester  Township,  Boone  County,  was 
bom  in  iiarpersiield,  Ashtabula  County,  Ohio, 
March  15,  1841,  while  his  father,  Hector  Schel- 
lenger,  was  born  in  Sheffield,  Mass.,  August  11, 
1792.  The  latter  gentleman  was  the  son  of  Gid- 
deon  SehoUonger,  who  lived  and  died  a  farmer  in 
the  above-named  place.  The  father  Of  our  subject 
canie  to  Kaskaslcia  in  1813,  in  company  with  two 
brothers,  where  lie  remained  aboutone  year,  during 
which  period  he  made  brick  by  hand.  At  the  end 
of  that  time,  he  returned  with  his  brother  George 
to  Ashtabula  County,  and  the  latter  built  a  dam  on 
Grand  River  and  erected  saw,  grist  and  woolen 
mills.  The  father  of  our  subject  purchased  a  farm 
in  that  vicinity,  which  he  cleared  from  heavy  tim¬ 
ber. 

The  lady  who  became  the  mother  of  onv  subject 
was  prior  to  her  marriage  Cynthia,  daughter  of 
Arehelus  Parker,  and  was  born  June  23,  1809,  in 
New  York.  The  parents  of  our  subject,  in  the  fall 
of  1805,  came  to  Roscoe  Village,  where  Mr.  Schel- 
lengor  remained  a  short  time;  then  corning  to  Man¬ 
chester  Township,  he  purchased  a  farm  of  two 
hundred  and  eighty  acres,  for  which  he  paid  $3,000. 
A  part  of  the  family  still  remained  in  Ohio,  among* 
them  Ansel,  our  subject,  and  his  elder  brother,  who 
was  ill.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sohellcngcr  reared  twelve 
children,  viz:  Klmina,  Edmond,  Nancy,  Aim  on, 
Hector,  Polly  (deceased),  Ansel,  Pluebo  Ann,  Ein- 
oline  M,,  Samuel  O.,  Silas  A.  and  Sarah  E.  Altnon 
was  a  volunteer  in  the  Ninety-fifth  Illinois  Infan¬ 
try,  leaving  home  with  the  commission  of  Lieuten¬ 
ant,  and  when  Cspt.  Cornwell  was  killed  was 
appointed  to  take  his  position.  Ho  ser  ved  through 
the  war,  receiving  a  severe  bayonet  wound  in  the 
ankle,  Previous  to  being  discharged, lie  was  brev¬ 
eted  a  Major  for  bravery  and  efficiency. 

He  of  whom  we  write,  on  returning  to  civil  life, 
engaged  in  farming  on  tlio  old  homestead,  which 
has  been  his  home  since.  He  was  married,  Octo¬ 
ber  25,  1875,  to  Miss  Delphinc  K,,  daughter  of 
David  and  Emetine  (Glover)  Willson,  natives,  re¬ 
spectively,  of  New  Hampshire  and  New  York.  The 


parents  of  Mrs.  Schellengec  came  to  Manchester 
Township  in  1847,  where  she  was  born.  By  her 
union  with  our  subject,  four  children  have  been 
born:  Alice  Maude,  Blanche  Marie,  Marcia  E.  and 
Ralph  Wilson. 

Mr,  Sohellengar,  in  1877,  erected  a  very  fine 
brick  residence  which  is  finished  in  a  modern  style 
of  architecture,  and  furnished  in  a  most  comfort¬ 
able  manner.  He  also  lias  a  large  barn  on  his  place, 
and  all  the  other  buildings  which  go  to  make  up  a 
most  attractive  home.  His  estate  is  supplied  with 
ornamental  shrub  and  fruit  trees,  having  a  well- 
trained  arbor  vitae  hedge  in  front  of  the  house.  He 
has  added  one  hundred  and  thirty  acres  to  the 
original  tract,  which  aggregates  four  hundred  and 
ton  acres,  the  greater  portion  of  which  is  under  ex¬ 
cellent  cultivation.  He  has  raised  a  great  quan¬ 
tity  of  clover  on  his  place,  which  nets  him  $15  per 
acre,  or  $4.50  per  bushel,  lie  is  one  of  the  most 
practical  and  thorough  farmers  in  this  part  of  Illi¬ 
nois,  and  is  making  a  success  of  his  calling.  He 
plants  from  one  hundred  to  one  hundred  and  fifty 
acres  of  corn,  and  keeps  from  fifteen  lu  thirty- 
seven  head  of  cows  on  his  place.  He  has  some 
very  fine  sheep,  of  which  the  Shropshire  are  his 
favorites. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  is  now  nearing  her 
eighty-third  birthday,  and  makes  her  home  with 
her  youngest  daughter,  Mrs.  Blodget,  in  LeRoy. 
Our  subject  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  Church,  and  in  politics,  he  votes 
with  the  Republican  party. 


J'l  OSKPil  S.  CARPENTER  is  one  of  Boone 
Comity’s  popular  citizens,  and  an  agricul¬ 
turist  of  excellent  reputation.  He  was 

_ '  born  in  Truxton,  Cortland  County.  N.  Y., 

on  the  21st  of  December,  1817,  and  remained 
under  the  parental  roof  until  twenty  years  of  age, 
when  he  started  out;  to  make  his  own  way  in  life. 

The  parents  of  our  subject,  Abner  and  Lura 
(Haskins)  Carpenter,  were  natives  of  the  Nut¬ 
meg  State,  but  later  became  residents  of  Now 
York  State  where  they  passed  the  remainder  of 
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their  days,  the  father  dying  in  Orleans  and  the 
1  mother  in  Cortland  County.  They  were  the  pa¬ 
rents  of  seven  children,  but  only  our  subject  is  now 
living  The  paternal  grandfather,  Noah  Carpen¬ 
ter,  was  also  a  native  of  Connecticut,  but  when 
about  middle  age  he  moved  to  the  Empire  State 
and  there  received  his  final  summons  when  ninety 

years  of  age.  _  , 

When  our  subject  started  out  to  tight  life  s  bat¬ 
tles  for  himself,  he  first  began  by  biting  out  by 
the  month,  and  in  this  way,  by  his  economical 
habits  mid  good  management,  contrived  to  save 
much  of  his  hard-earned  money.  He  selected  his 
wife  in  the  person  of  Miss  Clarissa  Gilbert,  a  na¬ 
tive  of  Livingston  County,  N.  X.,  born  in  the 
town  of  Sparta,  October  18, 1824,  and  their  uniou 
was  celebrated  On  the  19th  of  March,  1846.  Mrs. 
Carpenter  was  the  daughter,  of  Leonard  and  Eliz¬ 
abeth  (Mitchell)  Gilbert,  the  father  a  native  of 
Connecticut  and  the  mother  of  Pennsylvania,  the  ] 
latter  of  Quaker  ancestry.  They  were  the  parents 
of  six  children,  five  of  whom  are  now  living. 
Mrs.  Carpenter,  wife  of  our  subject,  is  a  descend¬ 
ant  of  English  ancestors,  and  the  first  of  her  kins¬ 
men  to  settle  in  this  country  were  three  brothers 
whose  descendants  are  now  scattered  in  the  United 
States,  many  Of  them  professional  men.  Quite  a 
number  were  Methodist  preachers  who  won  fame 
and  renown  in  their  chosen  calling.  Mrs.  Car¬ 
penter’s  father  was  a  physician  of  considerable 
consequence  and  was  educated  at  Hartford,  Conn, 
He  died  in  Genesee  County,  Midi.,  when  about 
eighty-seven  years  of  age,  and  liis  wife  died  in 
Orleans  County,  N.  Y.,  when  about  fifty-four 
years  of  age.  Mrs.  Carpenter’s  grandfather,  Gar¬ 
dener  Gilbert,  was  in  the  Revolutionary  War  and, 
was  Secretary  for  Gen.  George  Washington. 

After  marriage,  our  subject  settled  in,  Orleans 
County,  N.  Y.,  and  for  some  time  worked  by  the 
month,  but  becoming  impressed  with  the.  idea 
that  he  could  better  liis  condition  by  going  West, 
he,  in  the  year  1848,  made  his  first  appearance  in 
Illinois.  He  bought  forty  acres  of  land  in  Boone 
County,  but  later  bought  sixty-five  acres  whore  he 
now  lives,  and  has  been  a  resident  of  the  same  for 
the  past  thirty-five  years.  During  this  time  he 
has  not  been  idle,  as  the  present  appearance  of  his 


well-regulated  farm  will  show.  Satisfied  that  he 
has  accomplished  his  share  of  hard  work,  our  sub¬ 
ject  is  now  practically  retired  and  with  his  worthy 
wife,  to  whose  help  he,  in  a  great  measure  attrib¬ 
utes  bis  success,  will  sottle  down  to  enjoy  the 
result  of  years  of  hard  work.  Although  he  has 
taken  but  little  interest  in  politics,  Mr.  Carpenter 
has  held  a  number  of  local  ollices  and  is  well  able 
to  hold  any  and  all.  Ho  is  a  Republican  and  his 
first  Presidential  vote  was  for  William  II.  Harrison . 
He  has  voted  for  every  Republican  President  since 
Fremont,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Carpenter  are  members 
of  the  Methodist  Church  and  are  liberal  contribu¬ 
tors  to  the  same.  Mr.  Carpenter  favors  advance¬ 
ment  in  every  phase  of  life,  and  is  a  generous 
contributor  both  of  his  time  and  means  to  every 
measure  that  promises  to  be  for  the  benefit  of  this 
section  of  the  country. 


SEYMOUR  WILDER  has  been  identified 
With  the  agricultural  development  of 
Winnebago  County  since  the  early  date  of 
its  settlement  and  is  a  fine  representative 
of  the  sturdy,  intelligent  and  enterprising  pioneers 
who  have  improved  valuable  and  highly  produc¬ 
tive  farms  from  the  wild  prairies.  Our  subject 
'was  born  in  Underhill,  Chittenden  County,  Vt,; 
October  31,  1831,  and  is  the  sou  of  Oliver  and 
Lemira  (Lee)  Wilder,  for  a  further  history  of 
whom  the  reader  is  referred  to  the  sketch  of  Seth 
G.  Wilder. 

During  the  rcsidoncc  of  our  subject  in  Vermont, 
as  there  were  no  railroads  in  the  vicinity  of  lus 
home,  it  was  the  custom  of  the  farmers  to  visit 
Boston  every  winter,  making  the  round  trip  with 
teams  and  bringing  back  in  exchange  for  their 
produce,  fish  and  the  merchandise  needed  in  the 
family.  Mr.  Wilder  came  to  Illinois  with  his 
pavciits  and  while  on  route  saw  the  first  railroad 
and  first  train  of  ears  he  had  over  seem  He  as¬ 
sisted  his  father  in  improving  anew  farm  and  was 
never  separated  from  his  parents  until  their  de¬ 
cease.  He  now  owns  and  occupies  the  old  home¬ 
stead  and  is  one  of  the  best-known  and  highly 
esteemed  residents  in  this  section.  For  a  number 
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of  years  lie  engaged  in  operating  a  threshing  ma¬ 
chine  but;  now  carries  On  general  farming  and 
stock-raising.  Mr.  Wilder  has  never  married.  In 
his  political  views  he  casts  his  vote  and  influence 
in  favor  of  Democratic  principles. 

n  T  CII A  RD  GARDNER.  Among  those  whose 
|w  labors  are  ended,  but  who  by  their  worthy 
/II  m  lives  still  claim  remembrance,  may  be  prop- 
^  ei'ly  mentioned  Mr.  Gardner,  an  early  resi¬ 
dent  of  Winnebago,  who  departed  this  life  Jan¬ 
uary  14,  1888.  He  was  one  of  the  old  citizens 
of  the  county,  within  whose  limits  he  owned  a 
valuable  and  highly-improved  tract  of  land,  where 
he  and  his  wife  established  a  pleasant  home  and  i 
assisted  in  developing  the  land  from  a  primeval 
wilderness. 

Our  suhject  was  born  in  Malpas,  Cheshire,  Eng¬ 
land,  in  1821,  and  was  the  son  of  Richard  and  Ann 
(Palin)  Gardner,  also  natives  of  England,  who  j 
came  to  America  in  1881,  and  located  in  Florence,  J 
Oneida  Comity,  N.  Y.,  where  they  spent  the  rest 
of  their  days.  Mr.  Gardner  was  one  of  a  family 
of  ten  children  born  to  his  parents,  whom  lie  ac¬ 
companied  to  America  when  a  lad  of  ton  years.  ITo 
was  reared  in  Oneida  County,  whore  he  resided 
Until  1849,  then,  with  his  wife,  came  to  Illinois, 
and  stopped  for  a  time  in  the  town  of  Rockford. 

The  year  after  making  this  county  his  home, 
Mr.  Gardner  purchased  eighty  acres  of  land  which 
is  now  included  in  the  farm  upon  which  his  widow 
resides,  and  for  which  he  paid  S3  per  acre.  In 
1853,  he  sold  his  property,  and  moving  to  Lafay¬ 
ette  County,  Wis.,  there  purchased  a  farm  and  re¬ 
sided  for  fourteen  years,  when  he  again  returned 
to  Winnebago  Township,  and  bought  the  old  home 
where  ho  was  residing  at  the  time  of  his  decease. 

The  lady  to  whom  our  subject  was  married  bore 
the  maiden  name  of  Abigail  C,  Kwezcy,  a  native  of 
Norway,  Herkimer  County,  N.  Y.,  where  her  birth 
occurred  August  2$,  1824.  Her  father,  the  Rev. 
.Samuel  Swezey,  was  a  native  of  Long  Island, 
and  was  a  son  of  Daniel  Swezcy,  whoso  sketch  will 
ho  found  in  the  biography  of  A.  J.  Swezcy  on 
another  page  of  this  volume.  The  latter-named 


gentleman  was  a  lad  of  twelve  years  when  the 
family  moved  to  Herkimer  County,  and  being  con¬ 
verted  in  early  manhood,  became  a  preacher  in  the 
Presbyterian  Church.  lie  was  for  some  time  in 
the  employ  of  the  Home  Missionary  Society,  and, 
after  abandoning  the  ministerial  work,  removed  to 
his  farm  in  "the  town  of  Norway,  thence  to  Flor¬ 
ence,  Oneida  County,  which  was  his  home  until 
1855,  when  he  came  to  Illinois,  and  bought  prop¬ 
erty  in  Winnebago  Township.  Here  his  death 
occurred  in  1861.  The  maiden  name  of  the  mother 
of  Airs.  Gardner  was  Harriet  Mitchell,  a  native  of 
Meriden,  Conn.,  and  the  daughter  of  Zen  as  and 
Abigail  (Mcrriman)  Mitchell.  She  died  in  the 
town  of  Camden,  N.  Y.,  in  1853.  The  wife  of  our 
subject  was  reared  and  educated  in  her  native  State 
and  resided  with  her  parents  until  her  marriage. 

Ho  of  whom  wp  write  was  a  member  of  Winne¬ 
bago  Lodge  No.  745,  A.  F.  <k  A.  M.,  and  possessed 
that  upright  character  and  intelligent  mind  which 
led  him  to  success  in  business  life. 


ETER  PETERSON.  .If  the  Old  Country 
,,J  JJ)  had  not  contributed  to  the  population  of 
(Qw  New,  Illinois  would  not  have  reached 

Hi  its  present  high  state  of  development. 
Sweden  has  furnished  her  full  quota  of  excellent 
men,  and  among  them  Peter  Peterson,  a  resident 
of  Rockford,  who  is  honored  and  respected  by  all 
his  acquaintances.  lie  has  been  a  resident  of 
Rockford  since  1867,  when  he  was  but  thirteen 
years  of  age,  and  has  ever  taken  an  active  interest 
in  its  growth  and  development.  For  seventeen 
years,  he  has  been  working  as  a  foreman  in  the  ma¬ 
chine  shops  of  the  Ward  Pump  Company,  in  which 
he  is  a  Director  and  stockholder,  and  he  is  a  stock¬ 
holder  in  the  Skandia  Plow  Company,  which  is 
also  a  nourishing  concern.  Air.  Peterson  is  a  first- 
class  man  of  business,  and  is  deservedly  popular, 
bearing  an  honorable  reputation. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Blekinge,  Sweden,  on 
the  18th  of  May,  1854,  and,  like  the  majority 
of  the  youth  of  that  country,  while  growing  up 
was  taught  a  trade.  Tie  became  a  machinist  and 
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this  has  continued  to  he  his  occupation  up  to  the 
present  Tie  is  hardworking  and  industrious  and 
a  most  skillful  and  intelligent  workman.  In  Sept¬ 
ember,  1867,  he  and  liis  ;V-  Pnts  took  passage  for 
the  United  States  and  afte.  ah  uneventful  voyage 
entered  the  harbor  of  New  York,  in  which  city  they 
remained  but  a  short  trine,  Rockford  being  the 
point  of  destination.  The  parents  are  now  resi¬ 
dents  of  this  city  and  are  classed  among  the  honest, 
upright  citizens.  The  father,  Ingval  Peterson,  is 
workingin  the  machine  department  of  the  Emerson- 
Talcott  Manufacturing  Company,  and  is  now  sixty- 
four  years  of  age,  liis  birth  occurring  on  the  3d  of 
June,  1828.  His  excellent  wife,  who  was  born  on 
the  25th  of  June,  1830,  and  whose  maiden  name 
was  Chaste  TIockson,  has  been  a  true  helpmate  to 
her  husband  and  has  stood  faithfully  by  his  Side  in 
sunshine  and  in  shower.  Like  the  majority  of 
their  native  countrymen,  they  are  devout  members 
of  the  Zion  Lutheran  Church. 

Of  the  seven  sons  and  three  daughters  born  to 
this  excellent  couple,  three  of  each  are  now  living, 
all  but  two  sons  married.  These,  William  0.  and 
Victor  A.,  are  both  machinists.  The  daughters  are: 
Mrs.  Christina  ChristransOn,  a  widow,  who  resides  in 
Rockford}  Hannah,  wife  of  J.  II.  Lynn  (see  sketch), 
and  Sarah,  wife  of  Herman  Danilson,  who  resides  in 
Sweden. 

The  happy  marriage  of  Our  subject  to  Miss  Anna 
Charlotte  Lindbcrg  occurred  in  Rockford.  She 
was  bom  in  Wester  Gotland,  Sweden,  February  17, 
1858,  and  came  to  the  United  States  with  the  fam¬ 
ily  in  the  early  part  of  the  year  1864.  After  a 
long,  tedious  voyage  of  seven  weeks,  they  reached 
New  York  City  and  came  direct  from  there  to 
Rockford,  where  the  mother  died  on  the  10th  of 
April,  1865,  when  but  thirty-seven  year’s  of  age. 
She  was  a  most  worthy  and  excellent  woman  and 
her  death  was  a  severe  blow  to  the  afflicted  fam¬ 
ily.  Her  maiden  name  was  Anna  G.  Johnnasdau- 
ter,  and  she  became  the  mother  of  four  children, 
one,  Elizabeth,  having  died  when  four  years  of  ago. 
Those  living  are  Josephine  II.,  wife  of  John  J. 
Ferrel,  now  residing  in  Chicago;  Anna  C.,  wife  of 
our  subject,  and  John  E.,  a  molder  for  the  Ward 
Pump  Company,  who  wedded  Miss  Josephine 
Chinquist.  The  father  of  these  children,  Andrew 


Lindberg,  was  married  in  Rockford,  on  the  1st  of 
January,  1867,  to  bliss  Sophia  Hanson,  a  native  of 
Swodon,  who  was  the  mother  of  four  children  by  a 
former  marriage.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lindberg  now 
reside  on  a  farm  in  Wright  Comity,  Minin,  near 
Delano,  and  have  one  li  ving  son,  Alfred,  by  this 
union. 

Mr,  Peterson  is  a  Republican  in  politics  and  has 
all  faith  and  confidence  in  the  future  of  his  party. 
He  and  his  most;  excellent  wife  are  men;, hers  of  the 
Lutheran  Church.  Their  fine  residence  at  No.  607 
Grove  Street  is  arranged  in  the  interior  in  a  very 
testy  and  superior  manner  by  Mrs.  Peterson,  who 
is  not  only  a  lady  of  intelligence  and  culture,  but 
an  admirable  housekeeper  as  well. 

|F§)  1CIIARD  V.  LOVELAND,  who  is  practically 
INF  living  a  retired  life  upon  his  farm  in  Cherry 
®|  Valley  Township,  Winnebago  County,  was 
suborn  in  1818,  and  is  the  oldest  child  of 
David  and  Amy  (Lowrey)  Loveland,  whose  family 
numbered  four  children,  three  sobs  and  a  daughter, 
all  of  whom  arc  yet  living.  The  paternal  grand¬ 
father,  Aaron  Loveland,  was  born  and  reared  near 
Hartford,  Conn.  Their  ancestors  had  for  a  num¬ 
ber  of  generations  resided  in  New  England.  When 
j  our  subject  was  a  child,  his  parents  removed  to 
Ohio,  Their  family  consisted  of  the  following  chil¬ 
dren:  Rosswell  L.,  of  Medina,  Ohio;  Amanda  M., 
now  Mrs.  Dr.  Cass,  of  Chicago;  Seymour  C.,  a  res¬ 
ident  of  Union  County,  Ohio;  and  our  subject. 
The  youngest  of  the  f amity  is  now  sixty-three 
years  of  age. 

R.  F.  Loveland  was  born  January  29,  1818,  was 
reared  upon  his  fattier ‘6  farm  and  spent  much  of 
his  time  iu  his  father’s  saw  and  grist  mills.  He 
possessed  considerable  mechanical  genius  and  lias 
engaged  in  that  labor  much  of  his  life.  As  a  help- 
tea  fee  on  life’s  journey,  he  chose  Miss  Hannah  M. 
Austin,  their  union  being  celebrated  in  Ashland, 
Ohio,  December  15,  1841.  She  was  horn  in  New 
Hampshire,  and  is  a  daughter  of  Samuel  Austin. 
They  have  resided  in  four  different  States:  Ohio, 
Wisconsin,  Missouri  and  Illinois.  When  in  Mis¬ 
souri,  Mr.  Lovelan d  responded  to  his  country's 
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call  for  troops  in  May,  1861,  and  did  service  for 
three  years  as  a  member  of  the  Seventh  Missouri 
Regiment,  which  was  engaged  in  duty  all  of  the 
time  in  that  State.  As  the  regiment  was  not  mus¬ 
tered  out  at  the  close  of  the  war,  lie  was  a  member 
of  it  for  seven  years. 

In  1874,  Mr.  Loveland  came  with  his  wife  to 
Illinois,  locating  in  Rockford,  whore  lie  made  his 
home  for  live  years,  being  employed  with  the 
N.  C.  Thompson  Company.  At  the  expiration  of 
that  time  lie  removed  to  his  farm,  a  tract  of  one 
hundred  and  six  acres  under  a  high  state  of  culti¬ 
vation  and  well  improved.  He  is  practically  liv¬ 
ing  a  retired  life,  his  son-in-law  operating  his  land. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Loveland  have  the  following  living 
children :  Charles  A.,  Lewis  R.,  Martin  E.,  Mrs.  Amy 
Wilkoson,  Seymour H,,  John  T.  and  Mrs.  A.  L.  Tib¬ 
betts.  They  also  lost  two  children,  an  infant,  and 
Minerva,  who  died  at  the  age  of  one  year.  They 
have  thirty  grandchildren  and  four  great-grand¬ 
children. 

In  politics,  Mr.  Loveland  was  a  Democrat  until 
his  experience  with  the  rebel  Democrats  in  the 
South,  and  since  that  time  he  has  been  an  ardent 
Republican,  Whatever  success  ho  has  achieved  in 
life  has  been  due  to  Ms  own  efforts,  for  he  began 
life  empty-handed  and  has  made  his  own  way  m 
the  world.  He  is  a  well-known  and  highly-respected 
citizen  of  this  community. 


FORGE  II.  GRAVES  has  been  a  resident 
(((iff  °C  1500110  County  since  five  years  of  age, 
and  is  counted  one  of  the  most  substan¬ 
tial  residents  of  Flora  Township,  where  he  is  oper¬ 
ating  a  lino  farm.  Ho  was  born  in  Guilford,  Me., 
Juno  16,  1840,  and  is  the  son  of  Samuel  Stillman 
Graves,  who  was  born  in  the  town  of  Litchfield, 
ten  mites  from  Hallowed,  Mo.,  February  28,  1806. 
His  father,  Nathaniel  Graves,  was  born  in  Top- 
sham,  that  State,  and  his  father,  the  great-grand¬ 
father  of  our  subject,  it  is  thought,  hailed  from 
Reading,  Mass.,  and  early  in  life  moved  to  Litch¬ 
field,  Mo.,  whore  lie  was  a  resident  until  his  death. 

Ihe  grandfather  Of  our  subject  was  reared  and 


educated  in  his  native  State,  where  lie  learned  the 
trade  of  a  blacksmith,  following  that  occupation  a 
number  of  years.  In  1810,  he  removed  to  Guil¬ 
ford,  Piscataquis  County,  and  his  was  the  fifth 
family  to  settle  in  that  town.  He  purchased  and 
cleared  a  farm  from  the  wilderness,  where  his 
death  took  place.  The  maiden  name  of  his  wife 
was  Abigail  Palmer;  she  was  born  in  Scituate,  Mass., 
and  also  died  on  the  old  homestead. 

Samuel  S.  Graves  was  four  years  old  when  his 
father  removed  to  Guilford,  where  he  was  reared, 
and  learned  and  worked  at  the  trade  of  a  stonemason 
and  bricklayer  until  1845,  when,  with  his  wife  and 
family,  he  came  to  Illinois  and  located  in  Boone 
County.  He  landed  in  Flora  Township  with  154- 
in  his  pocket,  at  a  time  when  the  laud  in  this  vi¬ 
cinity  sold  at  $1.25  per  acre.  His  brother-in-law, 
Jonathan  Young,  resided  here,  and  the  family 
made  their  home  with  him  for  a  time.  The  fa¬ 
ther  of  our  subject  soon  bought  forty  acres  of 
Government  land,  walking  to  Dixon  to  make  his 
(test  payment  at  the  land  office. 

Ihe  parents  of  our  subject  were  united  in  mar¬ 
riage  on  the  28th  of  August,  1830,  the  maiden 
name  of  the  mother,  who  was  born  in  Avon,  Somer¬ 
set  County,  Me.,  December  1,  1803,  being  Hannah 
[  I  oung.  Her  parents,  Abraham  Dorrison  and 
Hannah  (Wright)  Young,  were  natives  respectively 
Of  Massachusetts  and  Maine.  They  reared  a  fam¬ 
ily  Of  six  children:  Andrew  J.,  Helen  M.,  Theo¬ 
dore  Wallace,  George  II.,  Huldali  J.,  and  Anna  J. 
Theodore  during  the  late  war  was  a  soldier  in  Com¬ 
pany  I,  Ninth  Illinois  Cavalry,  and  died  in  the  ser¬ 
vice.  In  April,  1861,  our  subject  also  enlisted  in  the 
War  of  the  Rebellion,  becoming  a  member  of  Com¬ 
pany  B,  Fifteenth  ‘  .Illinois  Infantry,  which  was 
the  first  regiment  mustered  into  the  United  States 
service  for  a  period  of  three  years.  He  was  with 
his  regiment  in  its  various  marches  and  campaigns 
until  honorably  discharged  in  June,  1864,  His 
only  wound  was  received  at  the  battle  of  Shiloh, 
at  which  time  lie  was  struck  on  the  left  elbow  by 
a  spent  ball, 

January  3,  1869,  Mr.  Graves  was  married  to 
Miss  Varena  Haller,  who  was  born  in  Canton  Ar- 
govie,  Switzerland,  December  3,  1851.  Her  fa¬ 
ther,  Gabriel  Haller,  was  born  in  the  same  lo- 
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cality  and  came  to  America  in  1852,  settling  at 
Carter’s  Furnace,  Ky.  He  served  in  an  Illinois  rogi  ■ 
ment  during  the  late  war,  and  after  Ids  discharge 
locat-ed  in  Franklin  Township,  Do  Kalb  County, 
where  he  spent  his  last  years. 

Mrs.  Graves  died  November  5,  1885,  leaving 
two  sons:  Theodore  K.  and  Tliaddeus  JSV  The 
former  is  the  husband  of  Birdie  Yistoria  St.  Peter, 
who  was  born  at  Columbus  Junction,  Louisa 
County,  Iowa,  and  the  daughter  of  Theodore  and 
Harriet  (Belknapf))  St.  Peter.  1%  father  served 
ixi  the  late  war  in  Company  A,  Thirty-fifth  Iowa 
Infantry.  Mr.  Graves  is  a  membe//  of  S.  A.  Hurl, 
but  Post  No.  164,  G.  A,  R.,  and  also  of  Flora 
Camp  No,  624,  M.  W.  of  A.  His  sons  are  both 
members  of  the  same  camp  and  also  of  the  T.  G. 
Lawlor  Camp,  Sons  of  Veterans.  Our  subject  is  a 
Republican  in  politics,  and  in  1890  was  appointed 
Census  Enumerator  in  Flora  Township.  Mr. 
Graves  was  elected  Treasurer  of  Flora  Township 
in  1888,  and  served  until  1890, and  was  also  a  dele¬ 
gate  to  the  Third  Biennial  Session  of  Master 
Workmen  of  America,  held  at  Springfield,  Ill. 


AVID  DANIEL,  the  pioneer  shoemaker  of 
j)  Blaine,  came  to  Boone  County  in  1842, 
V?  leaving,  his  Ohio  home  on  September  27, 
and  arriving  at  his  destination  October 
14,  following.  At  that  early  day  settlements 
were  few  and  far  between,  and  the  deep  silence  of 
the  wilderness  was  unbroken,  save  by  .  the  occa¬ 
sional  ringing  of  the  pioneer’s  axe  and  at  night  by 
the  howling  of  wild  animals.  Mr.Danielc.au  tell 
many  interesting  stories  of  pioneer  life,  illustra¬ 
tive  of  the  various  phases  of  self-sacrifice,  pathos 
and  mutual  helpfulness.  A  skilled  workman,  he 
has  for  fifty  years  engaged  at  making  shoes  at 
Blaine,  and  his  equal  as  a  cobbler  is  rarely  found. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  John  Daniel,  was 
born  in  Pennsylvania  and  removed  to  Ohio  when 
a  young  man.  He  was  there  married  to  Miss  Mar¬ 
garet  Ilcckathorn,  and  after  residing  many  years 
Tn  the  Buckeye  State,  came  West  to  Illinois,  accom¬ 
panied  by  his  wife  and  eight  sons.  He  entered 
Government  land  in  Boone  County  and  purchased 


other  property  until  he  became  the  owner  of  throe 
hundred  and  twenty  acres,  where  ho  resided  unt-ii 
his  death,  August  8,  1850,  at  the  ago  of  fifty-nine 
years.  David  Daniel,  our  subject,  was  born  in 
Franklin  County,  Ohio,  April  8,  1820.  He  grow 
to  manhood  in  his  native  State,  whore,  in  1841,  ho 
married  Miss  Delilah  Meek. 

There  is  not  one  person  now  living  in  Boone 
County  who  was  here  at  the  time  of  the  arrival  of 
Mr.  Daniel.  The  father  of  our  subject,  who  came 
here  in  1841,  was  identified  with  the  early  history 
of  the  county.  He  was  an  earnest Alethodist,  and 
his  voice  possessed  such  remarkable  sweetness  and 
power  that  he  was  called  one  of  the  “sweet  singers 
of  Israel5’  The  members  of  the  parental  family 
are  now  widely  separated  and  one,  James,  a  black¬ 
smith,  mysteriously  disappeared  from  Rooklon 
about  1852  and  nothing  was  ever  hoard  of  him 
afterward.  Samuel  is  a  minister  in  the  Methodist 
Church  and  is  at  present  a  fruit-grower  at  Bus- 
sellvillo,  Ore.  Wesley  A.  has  been  a  practicing 
physician  at  Prior,  Iowa,  for  thirty-eight  years, 
and  is  especially  successful  as  a  surgeon,  having 
served  in  that  capacity  in  the  Twenty-eighth 
Iowa  Regiment  during  the  late  war.  George,  who 
wits  a  teacher,  died  iu  Boone  County  in  his  youth. 
John,  who  was  learning  the  business  of  carriage- 
making,  was  drowned  in  the  Rock  River  at  Beloit. 
Henry  learned  the  trade  of  a  cabinet-maker  at 
Rockton,  married  the  eldest  daughter  of  Luther 
Lawrence,  and  died  in  Portland,  Ore.,  in  August, 
1891.  Ho  started  in  life  with  limited  capital,  but 
when  he  died  loft  his  wife  and  ttvo  children  prop¬ 
erty  valued  at  $100,000.  Jacob,  the  youngest 
member  of  the  family  circle,  is  a  contractor  and 
builder,  at  present  residing  at  Lake  Charles,  m 
Louisiana. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Daniel  are  the  parents  of  live 
children:  Martha  died  at  the  ago  of  two  and  one 
half  years;  Lucy  A.  married  C.  C.  Leech,  of  Den¬ 
ver,  and  they  have  three  children;  Mary,  wife  of 
M.  F.  Duryea,  resides  in  Iowa;  Morris  II. ,  a  fanner, 
resides  in  this  county;  Pennelia  II.  is  the  wife  of 
D.  G.  Webster,  of  Blaine,  and  their  four  children  are 
as  follows:  Carrie  D.,  wife  of  Wilson  A.  Chapel  I, 
;  of  Iowa;  Jennie  R.,  Mrs.  Romeo  H,  Lcavctt,  of 

L  Blaine;  Daniel  W.,  at  home;  and  Mary  E.,  a  bright 
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child  of  nine  years.  Mr,  Webster  was  born  in 
Wyoming  County,  N.  Y,,  January  14,  1837,  and. 
was  brought  to  Illinois  by  bis  parents  in  1842. 

In  1861,  lie  went  to  California,  whore  he  remained 
throe  years,  returning  via  the  Isthmus  in  1804, 
after  having  accumulated  considerable  property 
in  the  Golden  State,  Ho  was  married  on  Hew 
Year’s  Day  following  his  return  from  the  West 
and  1ms  since  resided  in  Blaine,  where  he  is  well 
known  as  the  inventor  and  patentee  of  the  Web¬ 
ster  Wind  Mills, 

After  a  long  and  happy  wedded  life,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Daniel  were  separated  by  the  death  of  the 
latter,  June  21,  1875,  when  fifty-fivo  years  old. 
She  was  a  faithful  wife  and  loving  mother,  and 
her  loss  was  deeply  felt  in  the  circle  of  loved  ones 
to  whom  she  was  so  tenderly  devoted.  Mr.  Dan¬ 
iel  is  li  ving  retired  in  Blaine,  where  he  has  gained 
the  reputation  of  being  an  energetic  and  public- 
spirited  citizen.  lie  has  ever  taken  a  deep  inter¬ 
est  in  political  affairs,  first  as  a  Whig  and  later  as 
a  Republican.  As  an  honest  man  and  good  citi¬ 
zen,  be  justly  receives  the  commendation  and  re¬ 
spect  Of  all  who  enjoy  his  acquaintance.  For 
twenty  years  he  served  as  Justice  of  the  Peace  in 
the  township,  and  never  had  a  decision  reversed. 

.  "  cSLrrj  of5*?* 

®  HAAO  BATES,  a  popular  and  substantial  farmer 
jl  and  ft  man  very  highly  respected  in  Boone 
|»l  Couuty,  is  a  native  of  Staffordshire,  England, 
born  'November  6,  1818.  He  is  a  son  of  Benjamin 
and  Sarah  (Wart, on)  Bates,  both  natives  of  Bir¬ 
mingham,  England,  the  former  born  July  8,  1777, 
and  the  latter  in  January,  1774.  They  came  to 
America  in  1848  and  first  settled  near  where  our 
subject  now  resides,  and  there  established  a  per¬ 
manent  home.  The  father  died  on  September  16, 
1858,  and  the  mother  passed  away  when  eighty-six 
years  of  age.  Benjamin  was  a  son  of  Benjamin, 
Sr.,  win)  was  also  born  in  Birmingham,  England, 
and  both  were  steel  workers  in  tlieir  native  coun¬ 
try.  Benjamin,  Sr.,  died  there  when  eighty  years 
of  age.  His  wife,  Carrie  Bates,  was  born  within 
ten  miles  of  Birmingham,  and  died  when  compara¬ 
tively  young.  Our  subject’s  maternal  grandpar¬ 


ents  were  born  near  Birmingham  and  died  there 
when  quite  old  people. 

The  original  of  this  notice  was  one  of  ten  chil¬ 
dren,  and  he n,nd  a  sister  who  resides  in  Boston  are 
the  only  Ones  now  living.  He  came  to  the  United 
States  about  1845  and  was  twenty-nine  days  in 
crossing  the  Atlantic.  After  reaching  New  York, 
he  came  by  canal  to  Buffalo  and  thence,  by  steamer 
to  Chicago,  He  hired  a  team  and  brought  about 
thirteen  hundred  pounds  of  freight  out  to  Boone 
County,  Ill.  He  first  purchased  eighty  acres  of 
land, but  has  added  to  this  from  time  to  time  until 
he  now  has  about  three  hundred  and  forty  acres. 
He  fivst  took  up  his  quarters  in  a  little  log  cabin 
that  was  built  by  abrother-in-law  and  in  that  re¬ 
sided  for  some  time.  Afterward  be  erected  a  better 
house  but  only  resided  in  it  for  two  years,  when  lie 
rented  liis  farm  and  moved  to  Beloit  to  educate 
his  children.  There  he  worked  at  his  trade  as 
reaper  manufacturer  for  six  years,  and  then  re¬ 
turned  to  the  farm,  -where  in  1861  he  erected  his 
present  substantial  residence.  Mr.  Bates  had  some 
means  to  start  with  when  ho  came  here  and  he  has 
since  been  very  successful. 

Previous  to  leaving  his  native  country,  Mr. 
Bates  was  married  in  Birmingham,  England,  in  a 
church  that  was  erected  in  1770,  on  July  27,  1840, 
to  Miss  PhoQba  A.  Tongue,  a  native  also  of  Bir¬ 
mingham,  England,  and  a  daughter  of  Samuel  and 
Rebecca  (Reeves)  Tongue.  Samuel  Tongue  was 
born  in  Bromsgrove,  England,  and  there  died  when 
sixty-six  years  of  age.  His  wife,  who  was  the 
daughter  of  William  II.  and  Sarah  (Osborne) 
Reeves,  died  in  her  native  town,  Birmingham,  when 
eighty-six  years  of  age. 

Mrs.  Bates  is  a  great-granddaughter  and  also 
granddaughter  of  a  born  heiress,  who  was  of  a 
noble  family.  She  is  one  of  seven  children  born 
to  her  parents  and  the  only  one  surviving.  Of 
the  seven  children  born  to  our  subject  and  wife  all 
am  living  and  are  as  follows:  William  II.,  born 
in  England,  is  married  and  has  one  child;  Charles, 
born  in  England,  is  at  home  and  rents  the  farm; 
Josiah  F.,  born  in  England,  married  and  lias  three 
children,  and  resides  in  Town;  Samuel  (see  sketch) ; 
Benjamin  A,,  bom  in  Illinois,  resides  in  Iowa,  is 
married  and  lias  three  children;  Ellen  B.,  born  in 


PORTRAIT  AND  3ROGRA.PIIJCAL  RFXOm  ^ 


Beloit,  Wis..  married  raid  has  four  daughters;  and 
Albert  E.,  bom  here,  resides  in  Iowa,  and  to  Ins  | 
marriage  have  beon  born  two  daughters.  Our  sub¬ 
ject  has  been  a  Republican  in  politics*  ever  since 
Pierce  was  elected.  ITe  voted  for  Fremont.  He 
has  held  a  number  of  local  oflices:  Township  Cleric, 
Highway  Commissioner  six  years,  Trustee  for 
years  and  a  member  of  the  School  Board.  He  is 
engaged  in  mixed  farming,  and  his  land,  for  which 
he°  paid  *1.26  per  acre,  is  worth  from  $60  to  $80 

per  acre^at  the  present  time. 

On  an  accompanying  page  will  be  noticed  a 
lithographic  portrait  of  Mr.  Bates. 


&ml  LEXANDER  FERGUSON  lias  been  a  lifo- 
(fjwjjl  ions  resident  of  Harlem  Township,  Win- 
nehago  County  and  still  makes  his  home 
ml  on  section  25,  range  1.  He  was  born  on 
Ids  father's  farm  on  the  3 Otli  of  June,  1842,  his 
parents,  William  and  Ellen  (Picken)  Ferguson, 
being  numbered  among  the  honored  pioneer  set¬ 
tlers"  of  this  locality.  The  Ferguson  family  is 
of  Scotch  origin,  James  Ferguson,  the  grand¬ 
father  of  our  subject,  was  born  in  Argyleshire, 
Scotland,  and  there  spent  liis  entire  life.  His  | 
son  William  was  also  a  native  of  that  locality.  j 
He  and  a  sister,  Mrs.  Martha  Greenlee,  were  the 
only  members  of  the  family  that  came  to  America 
and  made  a  permanent  settlement. 

The  father  of  our  subject  crossed  the  Atlantic  in 
1836,  and  settled  in  Ohio,  where  he  married  Miss 
Picken,  also  a  native  of  Argyleshire,  and  a  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Alexander  Picken.  In  1840,  they  came  to 
Illinois,  making  the  journey  with  a  horse  and 
buggy,  and  Air.  Ferguson  purchased  a  tract  Of  wild 
land  in  what  is  now  Ilarlem  Township.  He  then 
returned  for  his  family,  whom  lie  brought  by  way 
of  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi  Rivers  to  Savanna 
and  from  thence  by  team  to  their  future  home. 
The  land  which  ho  purchased  was  on  section  24,  a 
wild  and  uncultivated  tract,  upon  which  not  a 
furrow  had  been  turned  Or  an  improvement  made. 
He  there  erecletl  a  log  house  and  in  true  pioneer 
style  the  family  began  life  in  the  West.  There 
wore  then  no  railroads  in  the  county,  Chicago  was 


the  nearest  market  and  that  long  distance  had  to 
be  traversed  every  time  supplies  were  needed.  Mr. 
Ferguson  developed  and  improved  his  land,  resided 
upon  the  farm  which  lie  made  until  1860,  when  he 
sold  out  and  bought  the  farm  on  which  our  sub¬ 
ject  now  resides,  there  making  his  home  until  his 
death.  In  the  family  were  eight  children,  as  fol¬ 
lows:  James,  Alexander,  Ellen,  Alary  J.,  William, 
Thomas,  Hugh  and  Charles. 

Alexander  Ferguson,  whoso  name  heads  this  re¬ 
cord,  first  opened  his  eyes  to  the  light  of  day  in 
the  cabin  home  of  his  parents,  June  80,  1842,  and 
was  reared  to  manhood  in  the  usual  manner  of  far¬ 
mer  lads,  no  event  of  special  importance  occurring 
during  his  youth.  Ho  gave  his  father  the  benefit 
of  his  labors  until  after  his  marriage,  when  he  set¬ 
tled  upon  that  part  of  the  old  home  which  he  now 
owns  and  occupies.  As  a  companion  and  help¬ 
mate  on  life’s  journey,  he  chose  Miss  Margaret 
Ralston,  daughter  of  Alexander  J.  and  Alargarct 
(McKerrel)  Ralston,  a  native  of  Chatham,  Canada. 
Their  union  was  celebrated  in  1877,  and  has  been 
blessed  with  two  children:  William  J,  and  Cora 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ferguson  are  members  of  the  Wil¬ 
low  Creek  Presbyterian  Church  and  are  Worthy 
and  respected  people  of  this  community  who  hold 
a  hi "h  position  in  the  social  world.  The  husband 
owns  a  fine  farm,  well  cultivated  and  improved 
with  good  buildings  and  other  accessories  of  a 
model  farm.  His  entire  life  has  beon  passed  in 
this  county,  aud  the  fact  that  his  oldest  acquaint¬ 
ances  arc  among  his  best  friends  shows  that  ho  has 
lived  worthily  and  well. 


ChATHAN  D.  JACKSON.  This  representa- 
))  live  fanner  and  excellent  citizen  of  Bonus 
ly  Township  comes  from  good  old  Now  Eng¬ 
land "stock  on  the  paternal  side,  for  his  father, 
Charles  I).  Jackson,  was  born  in  Newton,  Alass.,  on 
the  17th  of  October,  1810,  and  at  the  early  age  of 
seven  years,  engaged  with  an  uncle  to  work  for  las 
j  hoard  and  clothes.  For  about  eight  years  ho  con¬ 
tinued  with  this  undo,  aud  then  attended  the 
Portland,  Me.,  schools  for  a  few  years.  After  this 
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lie  engaged  with  a  -wholesale  grocery  (inn  as  ship¬ 
ping  dork,  and  after  his  time  was  up  with  this 
house,  ho  was  eleo tod  as  grain  and  produce  weigher 
of  the  oily,  filling  that  position  in  a  very  satisfac¬ 
tory  manner  for  some  time. 

About  this  time,  Mr.  Jackson  experienced  a  great 
desire  to  seek  ins  fortune  in  the  Ear  West,  and 
gathered  together  his  belongings,  and  in  the  fall 
of  18118,  started  for  Illinois,  which  at  that  time 
was  considered  veiy  far  West,  and  where  a  brother, 
Cranston  Jackson,  had  preceded  him  two  years. 
He  went  by  way  of  the  Lakes  and  canal  as  far  as 
Chicago,  and  from  there,  walked  out  to  Belvidero. 
After  much  searching  and  considerable  trouble, 
Mr.  Jackson  found  his  brother  domiciled  in  a  little 
log  cabin  about  one  mile  from  our  subject’s  pres¬ 
ent  home,  and  there  the  two  brothers  lived  until 
the  marriage  of  Charles  Jackson.  The  latter  then 
built  a  house  ou  the  laud  ho  bad  taken  up  from 
the  Government,  and  on  the  28th  of  December, 
1813,  lie  brought  his  bride,  Miss  Mary  A.  Stowe,  to 
his  pioneer  homo.  She  was  a  native  of  the  Empire 
State,  born  in  Broome  County,  August  15,  1818, 
and  by  her  lie  became  the  father  of  two  children; 
Nathan  D.,  subject  of  this  sketch;  and  a  daugh¬ 
ter,  Lucy  A,,  who  was  horn  in  this  county,  on  the 
28th  of  September,  1817.  The  latter  married  Mr. 
William  1).  McCabe.  (See  sketch.) 

Mrs.  Jackson  was  the  daughter  of  Horace  11.  and 
Sally  ( Matthews)  Stowe,  who  were  natives  of  New 
York  Slate,  but  who  spent  their  last  day»  in  Mis¬ 
souri.  Our  subject's  grandfather  Jaekson  was 
one  of  seven  brothers  who  were  in  the  battle  of 
Hunker  Hill.  Charles  Jaekson  and  his  brother 
Cranston  gave  the  money  to  build  the  first  soliool- 
Itonse  in  the  part  of  Boone  County  they  first  lo¬ 
cated  in.  The  death  of  the  former,  which  occurred 
when  lie  was  eighty  years  of  age,  took  from  Boone 
County  one  of  its  most  worthy  and  esteemed  citi¬ 
zens.  lie  was  ever  ready  to  lend  a  helping  hand 
to  every  good  cause,  and  Ids  purse  was  ever  open 
to  assist  the  struggling  pioneer  of  early  days,  lie 
was  one  of  the  mom  generous,  seU-sUeriHeing  citi¬ 
zens  the  county  1ms  ever  had. 

Nathan  1).  Jaekson  was  horn  in  Bonus  Town¬ 
ship,  Boone  County,  ill.,  April  2,  1815,  and  is  now 
residing  on  the  old  homestead  his  father  had  taken 


from  Uncle  Sam.  Like  his  father,  hois  progressive 
and  enterprising,  and  in  other  respects  inherits 
the  admirable  characteristics  of  that  much  esteemed 
and  respected  citizen.  He  was  married  on  the  3d 
of  September,  187(1,  to  Miss  Ellen  E.  Ward,  who 
was  also  a  native  of  Bonus  Township,  Boone 
County,  this  State,  born  November  11,  1855.  Five 
children  have  blessed  this  union,  and  are  named  as 
follows:  Alfred  R.,  Lotta  H.,,  Charles  C.,  Mary  A. 
J.  and  Neal  I).  Mrs.  Jackson  is  the  daughter  of 
Christopher  and  Jeanette  Ward,  the  father  a  na¬ 
tive  of  Yorkshire,  England,  and  the  mother  of 
Glasgow,  Scotland.  The  former  died  here,  but  the 
hitter  is  still  living.  Mrs.  Jackson’s  maternal 
grandfather  came  to  this  country  also,  and  settled 
in  New  York,  where  he  lived  to  he  quite  old. 
Grandmother  Ward  lived  to  be  nearly  one  hundred 
years  old  at  the  time,  of  her  death.  Mr.  Jaekson  is 
engaged  in  mixed  farming,  and  no  better  farm 
than  his  two  hundred  and  fifty  acres  can  be  found 
in  Northern  Illinois, 


fip^DWARD  A.  DUTCHER,  dealer  in  general 
Js  hardware-  stoves,  harness,  paints,  etc.,  in  the 
IlL-Jj  village  of  Cherry  Talley,  is  a  native  of  Chau¬ 
tauqua  County,  N.  Y.,  horn  in  1842.  Ills  parents, 
Dwight.  L.  and  Regina  M.  (Gilchrist)  Butcher,  were, 
both  natives  of  Otsego  County.  The  father  fol¬ 
lowed  farming,  as  did  the  grandfather  of  our  sub¬ 
ject,  Gabriel  Dutehor,  who  was  also  a  native  of 
Now  York.  The  .maternal  grandfather,  (’apt. 
Donald  Gilchrist,  was  of  Hootch  descent,  and  his 
wife  was  one  of  the  lioirs  of  the  famous  Chose 
estate,  valued  at  $60,000,000. 

Our  subject  is  the  eldest  of  three  children,  hav¬ 
ing  a  brother  Charles  and  a  sister  Alice  A.,  now 
(he  wife  of  Frank  Conan t,  a  fanner  of  Knmmer- 
dale,  N.  Y.  Edward  grew  to  manhood  on  his 
father’s  farm,  and  acquired  his  education  in  (lie 
district  schools,  and  at  the  age  of  twenty  years  en¬ 
listed  for  the  late  war  in  August,  18(12.  lie  at. 
once  went  to  the  front,  and  was  in  active  service 
until  the  1st  of  June,  18(14,  when  at  the  battle  of 
Cold  Harbor  he  was  wounded.  His  in  juries  dis¬ 
abled  him  for  service  fora  year  and  seven  months, 
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and  resulted  in  Ins  discharge.  It  was  a  gun-sho 
■wound  in  the  left  leg  and  from  the  effects  he  has  ; 
never  fully  recovered.  He  first  received  a  pension 
of  $5.33  A  per  month,  which  was  afterward  increased 
to  $8,  and  subsequently  to  $12,  but  this  sum  poorly 
requites  him  for  all  that  he  has  suffered. 

Mr.  Dutcher  left  his  native  State  m  186/,  and 
went  to  Chillicothe,  Mo.,  where  he  carried  on  a 

hardware  and  tinware  store  for  about  six  months, 

after  which  he  sold  out  and  went  to  Mexico,  Mo. 

He  there  established  a  hardware  and  agricultural 
implement  store  and  carried  on  business  success¬ 
fully  until  December,  1877,  when  he  again  sold 
out;  and  thence  came  to  Cherry  Talley.  Ho  here 
purchased  the  stock  of  R.  T.  Connell  and  estab¬ 
lished  his  present  business.  His  is  the  only  store 
of  the  Kind  in  the  place.  He  receives  a  lucrative 
patronage  and  his  trade  is  constantly  increasing. 

Mr.  Dutcher  was  married  in  New  York,  in  1869, 
to  Phoebe  Keyes,  of  Mayvillo,  N.  Y„  daughter  of 
M.  T.  and  Mary  A.  (Blood)  Bond.  Unto  them  was 
born  one  child,  Edna  Alice,  but  her  death  occurred 
in  August,  1875,  at  the  age  of  six  months.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Dutcher  are  people  of  prominence  in  tins  I 
community  and  rank  high  in  social  circles.  In 
politics,  he  is  a  Republican  and  one  of  the  stalwart 
supporters  of  the  party,  doing  all  in  his  power  for 
its  success.  He  is  a  man  of  commanding  appear¬ 
ance,  six  feet  tall  and  weighing  two  hundred  and 
fifteen  pounds,  and  is  of  a  genial  disposition. 

Mr.  Dutcher  is  a  member  of  the  Nevius  Post 
No.  1,  a,  A.  R.,  Cherry  Valley  Lodge,  No.  173,  A.  F. 
A  A  M.,  Vesper  Lodge  No.  277,  K.  P.,  and  Kisli- 
waukce  Camp  No,  101,  M.  W.  A.,  in  nearly  all  of 
which  he  has  held  office,  being  Past  Chancellor  m 
Knights  of  Pythias,  and  Past  Sachem  and  Repre¬ 
sentative  to  the  Grand  Council  of  Illinois  in  the 
Modern  Woodmen  of  America. 

y'-M  EOUGK  II.  GIU'MMON,  one  of  the  energetic 


fU'e  of  Boone  County,  having  been  born 
in  ISclvidere,  October  18,  1816.  He  is  a  son  of 
Horace  1).  Grutnuion,  who  was  born,  reared  and 
married  in  New  York  State.  The  father  came  to 


Illinois,  in  March,  1842,  making  the  on  tiro  trip 
overland  with  team,  and  after  six  weeks’  travel 
landed  in  Rockford,  which  was  at  that  time  a  small 
village.  He  lived  near  that  city  for  two  years,  and 
then  located  in  Bfclvidcrc  Township,  this  county, 
where  ho  rented  a  farm.  In  1851,  he  became 
the  proprietor  of  a  tract  of  wild  land  on  section 
19,  Flora  Township,  which  lie  sold  two  years  later 
at  a  splendid  advance.  He  next  bought  a  good 
farm  on  section  17,  where  ho  was  residing  at  the 
time  of  his  decease  in  1888. 

The  maiden  name  of  the  mother  of  our  subject 
was  Caroline  Barton;  she  was  born  in  England  and 
was  the  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Angelina  (Law- 
roncc)  Barton,  who  came  to  America  and  after  re¬ 
siding  a  few  years  in  the  Now  World  returned  to 
thoiiMiativc  home.  They  later  emigrated  to  Canada, 
where  they  passed  the  remainder  of  their  days,  the 
mother  dying  November  24,  1804.  She  had  reared 
a  family  of  three  children;  Sidney  L.,  Lorena  and 

George  H,  t  .  .  , 

He  of  whom  w6  write  was  given  a  good  educa¬ 
tion  in  his  native  county  and  remained  with  his 
father  until  seventeen  years  of  age,  when,  m  lehru- 
ary,  1864,  lie  unlisted  in  Company  A  One  Hundred 
and  Forty-seventh  Illinois  Infantry,  -loiuing  his 
remmonUn  Chicago,  he  went  with  them  to  Nash¬ 
ville,  Town.,  then  to  Chattanooga,  then  to  Datum, 
and  from  there  to  Savannah,  Ga.,  where  he  re¬ 
mained  doing  garrison  duty  until  after  the  expira¬ 
tion"  of  his  tG'in  of  service.  Being  honorably  dis¬ 
charged,  he  returned  home  and  began  life  for  him¬ 
self  on  a  rented  farm  which  he  operated  for  two 
years,  Mr.  Grummon  then  purchased  eighty  acres 
on  section  18,  and  after  residing  there  for  live 
.  years  went  to  Chicago  and  entered  the  employ  o! 

,  the  North  Side  Street  Railway  Company.  l‘onr 
years  later,  he  returned  and  bought  the  farm 
"which  ho  now  owns  and  occupies,  ami  winch  in¬ 
cludes  one,  hundred  and  twenty  acres  or  the  soul  i- 
west  quarter  of  section  26,  in  addition  to  which 
e  he  owns  eighty  acres,  including  the  south  hall  of 

-  the  southwest  quarter  of  section  22.  Mr.  Gmm- 

„  moil  has  creeled  a  comfortable  residence  on  his 
,f  t  place,  also  a  large  ham,  and  otherwise  unproved 
d  the  estate  until  it  ranks  among  the  heal-  m  Boone 


i  L„  daughter  of  Truman  ami  Eli/.i 
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(Drown)  Buck,  became  the  wife  of  our  subject  in 
187(5.  She  is  a  native  of  Erie  County,  Pa.,  and  by 
her  union  with  our  subject  became  the  mother  of 
three  children,  two  boys,  who  died  in  infancy,  and 
Edna. 

In  his  political  beliof,  Mr.  Grnvmnon  votes  the 
Republican  ticket,  and  socially  is  a  member  of  Hurl- 
bttt  Post,  G.  A.  R.,  and  is  a  demitted  member  of 
Cherry  Valley  Lodge,  A.  F.  &  A.  M. 


ff|U,  ON.  SPOONER  RE  OGLES.  Through  his 
long  and  useful  life,  in  every  department 
uLg?  of  duty,  this  esteemed  citizen  of  Rockford 
(Hi  was  kind  and  true — the  generous  neigh¬ 
bor,  the  patriotic  citizen,  the  public  servant  of 
ability  and  incorruptible  integrity.  His  death 
occurred  at  Rockford,  March  7,  .1874,  when  he 
had  reached  the  age  of  seventy-nine  years,  and 
was  mourned  not  alone  by  the  people  of  the  city 
and  county,  but  by  many  in  this  and  other  States, 
whom  he  had  met  in  the  course  of  his  life,  and 
who  had  learned  to  respect  the  manly  qualities 
which  distinguished  him.  His  friends  will  note 
with  pleasure  his  portrait  on  the  opposite  page  of 
the  following  record  of  his  life. 

Bom  in  the  town  ot  Hardwick,  Mass.,  August 
4,  1795,  Spooner  Rugglea  obtained  a  common- 
school  education  in  the  home  of  his  birth,  lie 
acquired  knowledge  readily,  and  once  gained,  it 
was  never  forgotten,  a  characteristic  which  was 
noticeable  throughout  his  on  live  life.  During  the 
War  of  1812,  he  was  an  active  participant.  He 
was  married  in  181(5,  and  removed  to  Blenheim, 
N.  Y,.  the  following  year,  whence,  in  1818,  ho 
proceeded  to  Richland  County,  Ohio,  and  there 
successfully  engaged  in  farming  pursuits. 

Hearing  of  the  advantages  offered  to  settlers 
iu  Northern  Illinois,  and  especially  in  the  far- 
famed  Rock  River  County,  whore  public  lands 
were  just  coming  into  market,  Mr.  Buggies  was 
induced  to  visit  this  portion  of  the  Shite,  and  in 
18:1(5  disposed  of  his  property  in  Ohio  and  re¬ 
moved  with  his  family  to  this  region,  then  a  wild 
frontier.  He  purchased  laud  and  settled  near 
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Grand  Detour,  Ogle  County,  where  he  became 
prominent  in  public  affairs,  discharging  tlie  duties 
of  County  Commissioner  and  Justice  of  the  Peace, 
and  taking  an  active  part  in  promoting  educa¬ 
tional  and  religious  Organizations,  and  all  meas¬ 
ures  for  the  elevation  of  society. 

In  1841,  Mr.  Euggies  was  elected  Senator,  and 
faithfully  performed  his  duties  through  his  term 
of  four  years.  He  was  noted  for  uniform  punc¬ 
tuality  and  devotion  to  business  and  usefulness 
on  committees.  Subsequently,  lie  was  elected 
Judge  of  the  Ogle  County  Court,  and  there,  as 
elsewhere,  was  distinguished  by  the  faithful  and 
able  performance  of  official  duties.  In  18G7,  he 
purchased  a  pleasant  residence  in  Rockford,  where 
lie  mad'.  Ids  home  until  his  death.  He  was  an 
exemplary  Christian  and  a  member  of  the  Con¬ 
gregational  Church.  At  his  demise,  resolutions  of 
respect  were  passed  by  the  Rockford  Society  of 
Early  Settlers,  who  felt  that  in  bis  death  they  had 
lost  one  of  their  ablest  and  most  honored  mem¬ 
bers,  and,  as  a  last  tribute  of  tlieir  respect,  they 
attended  the  funeral  services  in  a  body. 

Judge  Buggies  is  survived  by  his  widow,  a  lady 
of  superior  refinement  and  known  in  her  maiden¬ 
hood  as  Miss  Amanda  Bennett.  She  was  born  iu 
Tieonderoga,  N.  Y.,  October  12,  1812,  the  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Zebulon  and  Sarah  (Cooper)  Bennett,  na¬ 
tives  of  East  Hampton,  L.  I.  Her  father  was  a 
farmer  and  manufacturer  of  shoes,  having  learned 
the  shoemaker's  trade  when  young.  lie  also  owned 
a  tannery  and  manufactured  much  of  his  own 
stock.  IDs  family  consisted  of  six  daughters  and 
five  sons,  all  of  whom  lived  to  mature  years,  ex¬ 
cept  Alonzo  B.,  who  died  young.  The  only  sur¬ 
vivors  now  are:  Ashley,  a  resident  of  Lawrence, 
Mich.,  who  at  the  age  of  eighty-three  is  retired 
from  farming  pursuits;  Adeline.  Johnson,  two 
years  las  senior  and  a  resident  of  Chautauqua 
County,  N,  Y„  and  Amanda,  Mrs.  Buggies. 

Amanda  Bennett  was  first  married  to  Francis 
Melvany,  a  native  of  Dublin,  Ireland,  with  whom 
she  came  to  Illinois  iu  August,  1852,  settling  on  a 
farm,  where  Ale.  Melvany  died  .September  1,  1861, 
By  a  former  marriage  he  had  two  children:  James, 
who  js  in  Iowa;  and  Jennie,  now  Mrs.  Alexander 
Owen,  of  Rockford, 
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In  August,  1866,  Mrs.  Amanda  Molvairy  became 
the  wife  of  Judge  Boggles,  and  their  happy  wedded 
life  was  terminated  by  the  death  of  the  Judge 
about  eight  years  afterward.  By  «  former  union, 
he  was  the  father  of  one  son,  James  M.,  who  cn-  , 
listed  iu  the  Civil  War,  serving  with  distinguished 
credit  and  valor,  meriting  his  promotion  to  Gen¬ 
eral,  and  is  now  a  wealthy  agriculturist  ui  Hanna, 
Ill.  Mrs.  Buggies  still  occupies  the  old  home  at 
No.  708  Peach  Street,  which  is  brightened  by  the 
presence  of  her  daughter  and  two  grandchildren. 
The  daughter,  Mattie,  married  George!  Hopkins, 
who  for  years  has  been  a  commercial  traveler  for 
the  firm  of  Hess  &  Hopkins,  Mrs,  Buggies  is  a 
faithful  member  of  the  Second  Congregational 
Church  at  Rockford,  and,  although  now  eighty 
Years  old,  retains  her  mental  and  physical  facul¬ 
ties,  and  takes  an  active  interest  in  the  events 
that  are  transpiring  in  the  world. 


Jn  AMES  M.  ANDERSON.  Probably  a  ma¬ 
jority  of  the  farmers  of  Pecatonica  Town- 
1  ship," Winnebago  County,  are  men  well-to-do, 
j  and  of  that  class  who  have  been  the  archi¬ 
tects  of  their  own  fortunes.  Among  them  may  be 
properly  mentioned  the  subject  of  this  notice,  who 
was  born  in  Lycoming  County,  Pa.,  February  2fc, 
1834.  He  is  a  son  of  Robert  and  Elisabeth  (W>- 
koop')  Anderson,  the  former  of  whom  died  when 
Janies  M.  was  a  lad  of  eight  years.  The  mother 
departed  this  life  in  Pecatonica  Township,  at  the 
advanced  age  of  eighty  years. 

He  of  whom  we  write  was  one  of  a  faintly  of 
ei«rht  children  born  to  his  parents,  throe  of  whom 
are  now  living.  Ills  brother  William  died  in  the 
army  from  the  effects  of  the  wound  which  ho 
received  in  trying  to  escape  from  a  prison  at 
Blaekshear,  Oa.  He  participated  in  the  battle 
of  Kenesaw  Mountain  as  a  member ot  Company  B, 
Seventy-fourth  Illinois  Infantry,  where  ho  was 
also  wounded.  Our  subject  remained  with  his 
mother  after  the  death  of  his  father  until  Decem¬ 
ber  2 1, 1861,  when  he  was  united  iu  marriage  to 
Miss  Amelia  Clark,  who  was  born  in  Wyoming 
County,  N.  Y.,  December  8,  1836.  Mrs.  Anderson 


was  the  daughter  of  Roswell  and  Mary  (Walton) 
Clark,  and  a  sister  of  Mrs.  J.  R.  Wells. 

James  M.  Anderson  had  born  to  him  three  chil¬ 
dren,  one  of  whom  is  deceased.  Those  living  are; 
Blanch  E„  who  was  born  March.  12,  1866,  and  re¬ 
sides  at  home.  She  is  a  graduate  of  Pecatonica  High 
School,  and  was  a  student  in  music  for  over  eight 
years.  She  also  took  a  course  in  the  business  eol- 
le<m  at  Rockford,  and  at  the  present  time  Is  en¬ 
gaged  in  teaching  school  in  Pecatonica  Township. 
The  son,  Howard  0.,  was  horn  hebruary  4,1874, 
and  resides  with  Ids  parents,  being  a  graduate  of 
the  Pecatonica  High  School. 

After  his  marriage,  our  subject,  settled  in  Rulott 
Township,  Stephenson  County,  where  for  six  years 
he  worked  a  rented  farm,  in  the  meantime  purchas¬ 
ing  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  in  this  township, 
where  he  made  his  home  for  six  years  and  brought 
the  farm  to  a  good  state  of  cultivation.  Purchasing 
his  present  farm  of  fifty  acres,  Mr.  Anderson  re¬ 
moved  here  seventeen  years  ago,  ami  creeled  all  the 
buildings  which  are  necessary  for  the  carrying  on  of 
a  first-class  farm.  Ho  later  added  eighty  acres  to 
his  estate,  and  now  has  one  of  the  lihest  farms  m 
the  county.  He  is  an  attendant  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  and  in  politics,  he  is  a  Repub¬ 
lican,  casting  his  first  vote  for  John  C.  Fremont 
He  has  held" many  oiliees  of  responsibility,  having 
been  School  Trustee  and  Highway  Commissioner, 
both  of  which  olliccs  he  lllled  in  a  creditable  man- 


0.  CI.BVIS1.ANI>.  This  (.'■»<  I*" 

(((  mail,  the  salient  points  of  whose  life  hi- 
lory  we  shall  endeavor  to  give,  below,  is  one 
of  the  most  pi  out  in  on  t  residents  of  Rockford  and 
hM  been  one  of  the  important  factors  in  deve  op¬ 
ing  to  so  high  a  degree,  the  resources  winch  naluu 
has  so  generously  lavished  upon  this  section. 
Our  subject  was  born  in  Hebron,  Baslungto, 
('minty,  N<  Y.,  July  27,  1818.  and  is  the  son  of 
job  W.  Cleveland,  who  was  born  m  Salem,  Wnh- 
ingUm  County,  N.  Y.,  gust  /,  l'y<».  .  ‘‘ 

grandfather  of  our  subject,  who  also  boro  i 
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name  of  Job  W.,  was  a  native  of  New  England, 
his  birth  occurring  March  27,  1757.  The  lat¬ 
ter-named  gentleman  was  of  English  ancestry 
and  one  of  the  pioneers  of  Salem,  where  he  carried 
on  agricultural  pursuits,  improving  a  farm  upon 
which  he  resided  until  his  death,  April  5,  1825. 
The  maiden  name  of  his  wife  was  Hannah  Clark; 
she  was  born  March  25,  1787,  and  departed  this 
life  041  the  old  home  farm  in  Salem,  April  10, 1824. 

The  father  of  our  subject  located  upon  a  tract 
of  land  which  lmd  been  given  him  by  his  father, 
and  which  was  located  in  the  town  of  Hebron.  He 
there  resided  and  engaged  in  farming  until  1835, 
at  which  time  he  removed  to  that  part  of  Genesee 
County  now  included  in  Wyoming  County, N.  Y., 
where  he  purchased  a  tract  of  land  in  the  town  of 
Wethersfield.  He  continued  to  make  that  place 
his  homo  until  his  decease,  which  occurred  July  7, 
1870.  Miss  Almira  Fenton  was  the  maiden  name 
of  our  subject’s  mother;  she  was  born  in  New 
Haven,  Conn.,  November  12,  1799,  and  was  a 
daughter  of  Jonathan  and  Rosalinda  (Lucas) 
Fenton.  She  departed  this  life  on  the  farm  in 
Wethersfield,  Wyoming  County,  N.  Y,,  Novem¬ 
ber  12,  1886. 

George  C,  Cleveland  was  roared  on  the  home  farm, 
and  growing  up  into  manhood  and  passing  onward 
in  the  rugged  pathway  of  time,  was  disciplined  in 
(he  stern  sehool  of  experience  and  was  prepared  to 
meet  every  emergency  with  steady  and  ready  hand. 
From  what  follows,  it  is  obvious  that  lie  must  have 
always  fully  availed  himself  of  all  the  privileges 
Of  instruction  to  which  he  found  access,  and  a  dis¬ 
tinguishing  characteristic  of  his  is  the  possession 
of  a  quickness  of  mind  and  talent.  lie  remained 
with  his  parents  in  Wethersfield  until  reaching 
his  majority  and  then  engaged  as  clerk  in  a  store 
for  three  years.  In  the  spring  of  1843,  lie  emi¬ 
grated  West  to  Illinois,  being  accompanied  hither 
by  his  bride.  The  young  couple  journeyed  with 
a  team  to  Buffalo  and  thence  on  tho  steamer 
'‘Illinois”  to  Chicago,  where  they  again  procured 
a  team  and  drove  to  Winnebago  County.  The 
surrounding  country  in  that  early'  day’  was  but 
thinly’  sottled,  the  greater  part  of  the  land  being 
still  owned  by  the  Government.  Mr.  Cleveland, 
however,  purchased  a  tract  of  one  hundred  and 


seven  acres,  located  in  Cherry  Valley  Township, 
for  which  lie  paid  82  per  acre.  His  land  being 
entirely  new,  lie  rented  property  for  a  twelvemonth, 
and  in  1844  erected  a  cabin  on  his  purchase,  into 
which  he  moved.  There  were  no  railroads  in  this 
locality  and  then  nearest  market  and  depot  for 
supplies  was  Chicago.  Our  subject  was  industrious 
and  economical  and  was  more  than  ordinarily  suc¬ 
cessful  in  his  undertaking,  adding  from  time  to 
time  to  his  property’  until  he  became  the  possessor 
of  the  magnificent  estate  of  three  hundred  and 
fifty  acres, all  of  which  was  located  in  Cherry  Val¬ 
ley  Township.  He  always  used  the  latest  improve¬ 
ments  and  best  methods  in  cultivating  his  land, 
believing  that  by  so  doing  he  reaped  the  largest 
returns.  Ilis  place  is  improved  with  a  line  set  of 
farm  buildings,  not  the  least  among  which  was  a 
substantial  farm  residence  in  which  the  family  re¬ 
sided  until  1886,  when  they’  removed  to  Rockford. 
Here  Mr,  Cleveland  erected  his  present  fine  dwell¬ 
ing  and  here  lie  entertains  his  friends  who  are  as 
numerous  as  his  acquaintances. 

In  January,  Miss  Elvira  Clark  became  the 
wife  of  Our  Mrs.  Cleveland  was  born  in 

Manchester,  Vt.,  February  23,  1820,  and  departed 
this  life  October  25,  1849.  The  second  marriage 
of  our  subject  occurred  October  1,  1851,  at  which 
time  Miss  Cornelia  Lewis,  who  was  born  December 
7,  1823,  in  Orangeville,  Wyoming  County,  N.  Y., 
became  his  wife.  She  was  the  daughter  of  Truman 
Lewis,  whose  birth  occurred  in  Hartford,  Conn., 
November  5,  1784.  He  was  a  son  of  Oliver  and 
Lucinda  (North)  Lewis,  and  on  emigrating  from 
the  Nutmeg  State  removed  to  Vernon,  N.  Y.,  and 
in  1807  walked  the  greater  part  of  the  distance 
from  Orangeville  to  Wyoming,  that  State.  He 
purchased  land  on  the  latter-named  place,  which  lie 
cleared  and  improved,  and  for  a  number  of  years 
was  agent  for  the  Farmers’  Loan  and  Trust  Com¬ 
pany,  and  was  also  one  of  the  trustees  of  the  will 
of  James  Lloyd,  of  Boston.  These  parties  were 
surveyors  to  the  Holland  Land  Company  and  held 
a  large  number  of  mortgages  to  many'  farms  in 
Wyoming  County.  The  father  of  Mrs.  Cleveland 
held  many  offices  of  trust  and  was  a  member  of 
the  Now  York  Legislature  in  1834-35.  He  was 
also  Treasurer  of  Wyoming  County,  and  died  at 
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Warsaw, N.Y., September  15, 1865.  Mrs.  Cleveland’s 

mother’s  maiden  name  was  Lucy  Porter;  she  was 

born  March  6,  1795,  and  was  the  daughter  of  both 
and  Sarah  (Cowles)  Porter.  She  spent  her  last 
years  with  her  children  in  Winnebago  County,  de¬ 
parting  this  life  December  13,  1866.  Our  subject 
became  the  father  of  a  son,  George  0.,  Jr.,  by  his 
first  marriage.  The  four  children  born  to  him  by 
his  present  wife  bear  the  respective  names  of  branlc 
L.,  Edward  W.,  Willis  P.,  and  Carrie  E.  With  his 
estimable  wife  he  is  an  influential  member  of  the 
Westminster  Presbyterian  Church. 


i,i -y  SMITH.  This  gentleman,  who  is  one 
of  the  pioneer*  of  Winnebago  County,  fo 
at  present  residing  on  his  fine  farm  in 
j|  RAficford  Township,  upon  which  he  has 
placed  valuable  improvements  in  the  way  of  build- 
in^  and  machinery.  He  was  born  in  Swan  ton, 
Franklin  County,  Vt,  March  14,  1823.  His  father, 
Martin  Smitn,  was  born  in  Connecticut,  where  lus 
father,  John  Smith,  as  far  as  is  known,  was  also  ft 
native.  The  latter-named  gentleman  removed 
from  the  Nutmeg  State  to  Vermont,  making  settle¬ 
ment  in  the  town  of  Swan  ton,  where  lie  nn.de  his 
borne  until  his  decease. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  eighteen  years  of 
a<m  at  the  time  of  his  parents’  removal  to  Vermont,  | 
and  when  starting  out  in  life  for  himself,  pur¬ 
chased  a  tract  of  timber  land  in  the  town  of 
Swan  ton,  upon  which  he  erected  a  log  house,  where 
our  subject  was  born.  There  were  uo  railroads  m 
that  locality  for  years,  and  the  markets  consequently 
being  very  inconvenient  to  reach,  the  people  lived 
nr  sSy  off  the  products  of  tlicir  farm  and  the,  wild 
o-ame  which  was  very  plentiful.  The  father  raised 
sheep  and  flax,  the  latter  of  which  the  mother 
carded  and  spun  and  superintended  its  weaving, 
and  in  that  manner  all  the  clothing  of  the  family 
was  made.  Mr.  Smith  cleared  and  cultivated  a 
farm  on  which  he  resided  until  his  death.  The 
maiden  name  of  the  mother  of  our  subject  was 
Prudy  Percy,  who  was  born  in  Tligligato,  Vt.,  and 
died  on  the  old  home  farm  in  ,S wanton.  To  them 


were  born  six  children:  Plin,  John,  Session,  'Wal¬ 
lace,  Mary  and  George. 

The  original  of  this  sketch  was  reared  and  edu¬ 
cated  in  his  native  town,  attending  the  pioneer  log 
schooihouse,  where  tho  seats  were  made  by  splitting 
i0oS)  yno  side  of  which  was  hewed  and  set  on 
wooden  pins  for  legs.  The  f ree-school  system  bad 
not  been  inaugurated  and  each  lamily  paid  ac¬ 
cording  to  tho  number  of  scholars  sent.  Our  subject 
assisted  his  father  in  the  duties  on  the  farm  and 
resided  with  his  parents  until  1841,  In  July  of 
which  year  ho  started  with  Ids  bride  for  Illinois,  the 
journey  being  made  with  teams  and  by  way  of  the 
Lakes.  They  were  provided  with  cooking  utensils 
and  provisions  and  camped  at  night  by  the  road¬ 
side,  the  trip  consuming  foe:'  weeks. 

On  arriving  in  Rockford,  our  subject  found  this 
now  “Lowell of  the  West”  little  more  Hum  a  hum- 
let,  the  surrounding  eountyy  being  sparsely  set¬ 
tled.  Ho  rented  land  fov  &  twelvemonth  ami 
during  that  time  entered  n  tract  of  Government 
land  near  Durand,  upon  'yhieh  he  erected  a  log 
house.  There  were  no  railroads  in  this  locality  for 
a  number  of  years  after  he  located  here,  and  (  hi- 
engo,  Racine,  Milwaukee,  and  Mineral  Point  were 
the’ nearest  markets,  and  the  means  of  transports- 
tion  were  not  what  they  are  to-day,  as  all  their 
products  were  conveyed  to  the  above-named  cities 
with  teams.  Mr.  Smith  resided  near  Durand  until 
1865,  at  which  time  he  disposed  of  his  farm  ami 
purchased  the  tract  which  he  now  owns  and  occu¬ 
pies,  two  miles  west  of  the  city  of  Rockford.  Here 
he  has  a  well-improved  farm  of  one  hundred  and 
thirty-live  acres,  which  ho  cultivates  in  such  a  man¬ 
ner  as  to  bring  him  in  handsome  returns. 

On  April  9,  1841,  our  subject  was  married  to 
Julia  Campbell,  who  was  born  in  Grand  Island, 
Vt.,  October  21,1 825.  Mrs.  Smith  was  a  daughter 
of  William  and  Fannie  (Allen)  Campbell,  whose 
grandfather,  Samuel  Campbell,  was  a  resident  of 
KL  Albans,  Vt.,  fov  many  years.  Tho  latter-named 
'  gentleman  came  to  Illinois  ami  spent  his  last  vein- 
t  at  the  home  of  his  son,  David  Campbell,  of  Winm- 

,  bago  County.  The  maiden  name  of  his  wife  was 

'  (trace  Plumb.  The  father  of  Mrs.  Smith  always 
l  followed  the,  calling  of  a  farmer, and  departed  this 
i  life  in  Vermont  in  1833.  The  maternal  gramlfa- 
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Hiei’of  Mrs.  Smith,  Timothy  Allen,  was  a  son  of  ! 
Ethan  Allen,  of  Revolutionary  fame.  On  the  j 
death  of  her  husband,  Mrs.  Minnie  Allen  was  mar¬ 
ried  a  second  time  and  coming  to  Illinois  resided 
in  Winnebago  County  for  a  number  of  years  and 
then  removed  to  Minnesota  and  spent  her  last  years 
in  Winnebago  City. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Smith  have  become  the  parents  of 
four  children,  three  of  whom  are  living:  Melvin 
A.,  Harriet  A.  and  George  E.  The  eldest  son  mar¬ 
ried  Clarissa  Ilcmenway  and  has  one  son,  Melvin. 
Harriet  is  the  wife  of  John  Ganoung.  Her  first 
husband  was  Miles  J.  Clark,  by  whom  she  had  one 
child,  AzraJ.  George  Smith  married  Nellie  Foote; 
they  have  two  children,  Florence  and  Harald.  The 
youngest  daughter  of  our  subject,  Amy  J.,  is  now 
deceased;  she  was  the  wife  of  George  Crandall. 
Our  subject  and  all  his  children  are  members  of 
the  Court  Street  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and 
m  his  political  relations  Mr,  Smith  votes  the  Re¬ 
publican  ticket. 


*m  J.  HVANLUN1).  On  the  opposite  page  is 
^7  1  presented  the  portrait  of  one  of  the  most 
jir 111  successful  contractors  of  the  city,  who  1ms 
accumulated  a  handsome  competency  in 
the  last  eight  years,  the  result  of  skill  and  ability 
in  liis  line  of  business,  lie  takes  hu’ge  contracts 
for  all  kinds  of  line  residences,  is  bis  own  designer 
and  architect,  and  his  name,  is  actively  and  prom¬ 
inently  identified  with  the  progress  of  Rockford, 
and  the  erection  of  many  of  her  largest  and  most 
stately  edifices,  liis  buildings  are  just  ornaments 
to,  and  among  the  best  equipped  iu  the  city,  and 
lie  is  rightly  considered  an  important  factor  in 
the  welfare,  happiness  and  prosperity*  of  this  nour¬ 
ishing  place.  He  has  in  his  employ  about  forty- 
live  skilled  workmen  during  the  busy*  season  and 
is  known  to  his  employes  as  a  good  paymaster  and 
genial  gentleman. 

In  addition  to  his  beautiful  home  at  No.  1(514 
Charles  Street,  Mr.  Svanlund  owns  considerable, 
improved  property.  Ho  is  a  stockholder  in  a 
number  of  furniture  factories  in  Rockford,  is  one 
of  the  promoters  of  and  a  stockholder  in  the  Kkan- 


dia  Land  Association,  which,  owns  much  valuable 
property,  and  is  a  stockholder  and  one-fifth 
owner  of  Stockholm  Park  in  East  Rockford,  on 
Charles  Street.  He  is  one  of  the  hard  working  and 
progressive  young  Swedish-Ameriean  citizens  of 
Rockford  and  is  popular  alike  in  both  social  and 
business  circles. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  came  to  this  city  in 
1884  and  lias  been  engaged  in  business  on  bis  own 
account  for  seven  years,  making  a  small  fortune 
in  that  time.  Previously,  he  lmd  been  a  resident 
of  Geneva,  III,,  where  he  was  engaged  at  his  trade 
for  two  years.  lie  has  won  the  confidence  and 
esteem  of  all  Rockford  and  is  looked  upon  as  a 
man  trustworthy  and  honorable  in  all  bis  dealings. 
He  was  born  in  Joukoptug  Lan,  Smoland  Province, 
Sweden,  where  he  grew  to  manhood  and  secured  . 
good  scholastic  advantages.  At  the  early  age  of 
eighteen,  he  became  a  mechanic  and  subsequently- 
worked  in  that  way  in  his  native  country  until  he 
decided  to  cross  to  the  United  States,  being  the  first 
of  the  family*  to  make  the  venture.  He  took  pas¬ 
sage  at  Gotteubm’g  on  the  1 1th  of  October,  1882, 
and  landed  in  New  York  City*  on  the  1st  of  No¬ 
vember.  He  at  once  came  to  Geneva,  111.,  and 
two  years  later  made  bis  first  appearance  in  Rock¬ 
ford,  the  Scene  of  his  future  success. 

Mr.  Svanlund’s  parents,  Swan  and  Christian 
(Bengston)  Munson,  are  still  livingin  their  native 
country,  Sweden,  and  are  engaged  in  tilling  the 
soil.  They  are  honest,  industrious  people,  and 
are  members  of  the  Lutheran  Church.  Four  of 
their  sous,  besides  our  subject,  are  in  this  country*. 
Gus  and  Aaron  are  residing  in  Chicago,  the  former, 
a  first-class  stone  cutter,  and  the  latter  a  coach¬ 
man.  Two  are  living  in  Rockford:  John,  who  is 
a  skilled  mechanic,  is  in  the  employ  of  our  subject 
as  foreman,  and  Charles  is  in  the  employ*  of  John 
Lake. 

Miss  Christina  Olson,  whom  our  subject  married 
in  his  native  province  in  Sweden,  was  born, 
reared  and  educated  in  that  province  and  in  the 
same  neighborhood  as  her  husband.  She  possesses 
all  the  characteristics  of  thrift  and  integrity  that 
make  the  Swedes  so  successful  a  class  of  people, 
and  has  been  a  true  helpmate  to  her  husband. 
Her  parents,  Olof  and  Anna  (Peterson)  Anderson, 
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still  reside  1b  the  Old  Country  and  have  been  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  State  Church  all  their  lives.  Mrs.  j 
Svanlund,  wife  of  our  subject,  has  a  brother  m 
Sweden,  Andrew,  who  is  a  farmer;  another  brothei 
Edward,  is  a  fanner  of  California,  and  she  has  two 
brothers  in  Rockford,  Aaron  and  Gustave,  bot.i 
hardworking  young  men. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Svanlund  were  the  parents  of  six 
children,  but  the  great  sorrow  of  their  lives  ovei- 
whelmed  them  in  March,  1890,  when  four  of  then 
children  passed  away  within  two  weeks.  Ihej 
were  taken  with  diphtheria,  and  although  the  best 
physicians  wore  employed  and  everything  possible 
•  done  for  the  little  sufferers,  death  claimed  them 
for  his  own.  They  were  named:  Charles  W., 
Anna  A.  M.,  David  E.  and  Fred,  The  eldest  was 
nine  and  the  youngest  two  years  and  six  months 
old  Anna  and  David  were  aged  seven  and  five 
years,  respectively.  The  two  living  children  are 
Gcoi-e  0.  and  Fred.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Svanlund  are 
active  workers  and  members  of  the  Swedish  Mis¬ 
sion  Church,  in  which  he  has  held  many  official 
positions,  being  Trustee  at  the  present  time.  He  is 
a  Republican  in  politics. 


RANSOM  J.  BENHAM,  deceased,  was  for 
ml  many  years  one  of  the  representative  cili- 
lJf%  zens  of  Winnebago  village.  He  was  born 
<mI  in  Marcellus,  Onondaga  County,  N.  A. 
Aim ust  %  1814,  and  is  a  son  of  Isaac  B.  Bonham. 
Who  it  is  thought  was  a  native  of  Connecticut 
The  father,  on  removing  to  New  York,  located  in 
Marcellus,  anti  a  few  years  later  moved  to  the  town 
of  Dryden,  where  he  purchased  a  farm  and  resided 
for  a  number  of  years.  He  later  became- a  citizen 
of  Sennett,  where  he  improved  a  good  farm,  and 
finally  removed  to  Auburn,  where  his  decease  oc¬ 
curred.  „  ... 

The  maiden  name  of  the  mother  of  our  subject 
was  Eunice  Baker;  she  also  died  in  the  above-named 
place  in  New  York.  He  of  whom  we  write  was 
reared  in  Onondaga  County,  and  subsequent  to 
his  marriage  rented  a  farm  in  Cayuga  County, 
and  after  a  few  years’  residence  there,  lived  for 
three  years  in  Sennett,  the  same  county.  At  the 


expiration  of  that  time,  lie  purchased  and  lived 
upon  property  for  two  years  in  Hoipio,  and  in  1856 
came  West  to  Barry  County,  Mich.,  and  became 
the  proprietor  of  a  quarter-section  of  land,  forty 
acres  of  which  wore  partially  cleared,  the  only 
o  ther  improvement  being  a  log  house.  Battle  Creek 
at  that  time  was  the  nearest  marketplace,  and  also 
the  nearest  railway  station.  Air.  Renham  improved 
his  property,  erected  thereon  a  fine  sot  of  frame 
buildings,  and  in  1870  sold  the  farm  and  came  to 
Winnebago  Township,  this  county.  Hero  he  pur¬ 
chased  a  farm  one  mile  north  of  the  village,  where 
ho  made  his  home  until  1881,  w&n  be  became  iden¬ 
tified  with  the  interests  of  the  village  until  his 
decease,  Juno  28,  1883. 

Air  Bonham  was  united  in  marriage  to  Alarm 
O’Farrell,  January  8,  1837.  The  lady  was  bom  in 
the  town  of  Spafford,  Onondaga  County,  N.Y.,  April 
12,  1816,  and  is  the  daughter  of  William  O’harrell, 
also  a  native  of  that  State.  Her  father  being  or¬ 
phaned  at  an  early  age,  lie  was  adopted  by  a  Airs. 
Paramlee,  of  Oneida  County,  with  whom  lie  resided 
until  her  decease.  The  maiden  name  of  Airs.  Ben- 
ham’s  mother  was  Diana  Turbush,  a  native  of 
Poughkeepsie,  N.  Y.,  whose  decease  occurred  in 
Spafford,  five  years  after  that  of  her  husband. 

The  four  children  bora  to  our  subject  and  his 
wife  are  George  Edward,  Mary  F„  John  H.  and 
Emma.  George  married  Elizabeth  Dickinson,  res¬ 
ides  in  Winnebago  Township,  and  has  five  chil¬ 
dren:  Alary  A.,  Alansou  J.,  Fred  0,  Aland  M.,  and 
Alice  Al;  Mary  is  Airs.  Henry  Newton,  and  makes 
her  home  in  Hastings,  Mich.,  being  the  mother  of 
three  children:  Adelbort  It,  Fred  and  Frank;  John 
married  Christiana  E.  Cooper,  and  resides  in  behx 
Township, Grundy  County,  Iowa, and  has  one  cluld, 
Gertrude  Maria;  Emma  A,  is  Airs.  Hiram  Ihuin, 
has  one  son,  Ralph,  and  resides  in  California.  Air. 
and  Airs.  Ben  ham  became  members  of  the  Alethod- 
1st  Episcopal  Church  in  1820,  in  which  deeunu- 
nfttion  our  subject  served  as  C'lnns-lmlcr  lor  a 

number  of  years. 

The  father  of  our  subject  has  been  three  tunes 
married,  and  reared  five  sons:  John  II.  was  a  Meth¬ 
odist  minister,  and  for  seven  years  was  a  preaehei 
and  teaeber  among  tl.o  Indians  ol  <  aaada.  and 
later  went  as  a  missionary  to  Africa,  mein  nn. 
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a  coppersmith  residing'  in  Albany,  N.  Y.;  Asa  B, 
was  also  a  Methodist  minister,  and  Daniel  and 
Isaac,  the  former  a  carpenter  and  the  latter  a  ma¬ 
chinist,  Mrs,  Bonham  had  five  brothers:  Francis 
E„  a  minister  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church; 
William  M.;  a  farmer,  David  Mel),,  of  whom  a 
sketch  will  be  found  on  another  page  of  this  work; 
John  W.,  a  farmer;  ElUiuc  A,;  and  Llonry  T,,  a 
physician. 


ftfOHN  M.  RHODES,  of  Roscoc,  was  born  in 
the  town  which  is  still  his  home,  on  the  25 lit 
of  August,  1810,  and  is  a  son  of  John  J. 

_  and  Pennclia  (Wilson)  Rhodes.  The  former 

was  born  in  Onondaga  County,  N.  Y.,  in  1803, and 
was  a  son  of  John  Rhodes,  a  native  of  Ireland. 
The  grandfather  of  our  subject  came  to  America 
about  1792  with  his  wife  and  one  son,  lie  was  a 
weaver  by  trade,  and  he  established  the  factory  for 
the  manufacture  of  woolen  goods  in  Onondaga 
County,  where  lie  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life. 
He.  reared  nine  children:  William,  Robert.  Joseph, 
John  J.,  Thomas,  Hannah,  Mary,  Deborah  and 
Betsy.  The  grandmother  was  of  English  and  Irish 
extraction. 

The  father  of  our  subject  learned  the.  weaver’s 
trade  in  his  youth  and  also  that  of  a  wheelwright. 
At  the  age  of  twenty-two,  ho  left  home  and  went 
to  Canada,  and,  in  company  with  his  brother 
Thomas,  established  a  woolen  and  carding  mill. 
Ho  there  married  Miss  Wilson,  a  native  of  Canada. 
Her  parents,  Crowel  and  Hannah  (Crane)  Wilson, 
were  natives  of  Now  Jersey.  Her  father  was  a 
Member  of  Parliament  for  many  years  in  Canada, 
and  her  brother,  Benjamin  Wilson,  long  served 
Justice  of  the  Peace.  In  1839,  they  came  by  team 
to  Winnebago  County,  landing  in  Rockford  on  the 
3d  of  June.  They  made  a  claim  on  what  is  n 
section  33  of  Roscoe, Township,  and  lived  in  a  little 
log  cabin  until  a  frame  house  could  he  I  milt.  The 
residence  which  was  erected  was  considered  one  of 
the  best  in  the  community.  It  contained  seven 
rooms  and  in  the  rear  was  a  woodlumse  and  wheel¬ 
wright  shop.  Mr.  Rhodes  built  one  of  the  first 
sawmills  in  thus  section,  and  on  selling  out  his 


business,  December  19,  1857,  bought  two  hundred 
and  nineteen  acres  of  land  at  the  Government 
price.  Ilis  death  occurred  in  February,  L859,  and 
he  loft  a  widow  and  six  children.  Ilis  wife  survived 
him  some  seventeen  years  and  died  in  January,! 87G. 
William,  their  eldest  child,  was  bom  in  Canada, 
and  now  owns  a  gristmill  and.  five  hundred  acres 
of  laud  in  West  County,  Iowa;  Hiram  is  living 
with  our  subject;  Thomas  is  engaged  in  iron  min¬ 
ing  in  Southwestern  Missouri;  our  subject  is  the 
next  younger;  Laura  is  the  wife  of  Amos  Sam¬ 
mons,  a  farmer  of  Harlem  Township;  and  Henry 
completes  the  family. 

in  the  usual  maimer  of  farmer  lads,  Mr.  Rhodes 
of  this  sketch  was  reared  to  manhood.  In  the 
spring  of  18(51,  he  enlisted  in  the  Fifteenth  Illinois 
Infantry,  the  regiment,  said  to  be  the  first  sworn 
into  the  United  States  service,  for  three  years.  They 
went  from  Freeport  to  Missouri,  where  they  re¬ 
mained  fromJulyunt.il  the  following  February, 
and  then  went  to  Ft.  Doneison,  arriving  just  after 
the  surrender.  At  Pittsburg  Landing  they  lost 
two  hundred  and  sixty  in  killed  and  wounded  out 
of  four  hundred  and  eighty- three, and  this  slaugh¬ 
ter  all  took  place  in  about  twenty  minutes.  The 
Major  and  most  of  the  officers  were  killed.  Mr. 
Rhodes  iv as  on  one  occasion  thought  to  he  dead, 
lie  had  been  suffering  from  a  low  attack  of  fever 
and  it  seemed  at  that  time  that  life  had  entirely 
left  him.  He  was  mustered  out  at  Springfield  at 
the  close  of  the  war  and  returned  home. 

Soon  afterward,  Mr.  Rhodes  married  Louisa  Love, 
of  Harlem  Township,  daughter  of  Jabcss  and  Lydia 
Love.  Her  father  was  born  in  London,  England, 
in  1817,  and  when  a  babe  was  brought  by  his  par¬ 
ents  to  this  country.  His  father,  James  Love,  was 
a  carpenter  and  builder.  The  mother  died  in 
Rochester,  in  1829,  leaving  three  children:  Jaboz, 
Jane  and  James,  The  last-named  is  in  the  insane 
asylum  at  Kankakee  from  softening  of  the  brain, 
lie  is  the  only  one  of  her  father’s  relatives 
known  to  Mrs.  Rhodes.  Her  father  came  West 
in  November,  1842,  locating  on  section  2,  Har¬ 
lem  Township,  on  a  farm  of  one  hundred  and 
sixty  acres.  He  became  one  of  the  wealthiest  men 
of  the  county  and  at  one  time  owned  five  fine 
farms.  His  wife  died  in  the  spring  of  1887,  at  the 
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ago  of  seventy  jeers.  She  rvns  the  daughter  of 
Joab  and  Eve  Strain;  the  father  was  born  m  No* 
England,  the  mother  was  born  in  Canada,  and  her 
mottier  was  by  name  Wintornrato  and  was  of  Ger¬ 
man  extraction.  The  father  died  in  1876,  at  the 
age  of  sixty  years. 

Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rhodes  have  been  born  three 
children:  James  Arthur,  born  in  1865;  Charles  J., 
born  in  I860,  is  a  teacher,  and  remains  at  home;  and 
Mary  M.,  born  in  1871.  She  is  now  the  wife  of 
Clifford  Wilcox  and  they  have  one  son,  Harry. 
James  A.  is  a  farmer  of  Roscoe  Township,  and  mar¬ 
ried  Ella  Cummings,  by  whom  ho  has  one  son, 
Ralph  M. 

For  eleven  year  Mr.  Rhodes  served  as  Supervisor 
of  his  township,  and  was  Justice  of  the  Peace  for 
sixteen  years,  proving  a  faithful  and  eflleicnt  offi- 
•  eer.  He  has  been  a  life-long  and  inflexible  adher¬ 
ent  of  the  Republican  party.  Himself  and  wife 
are  members  of  the  Methodist  Church.  Since  the 
above  was  written,  our  subject  has  been  re-elected 
for  Supervisor  for  two  years.  His  father  was  the 
first  Supervisor  elected  in  this  township  and  held 
the  office  for  six  years. 


SAMUEL  NOBLE,  who  departed  this  life 
July  22,  1890,  in  Lc  Roy  Township,  Boone 
County,  was  born  in  Yorkshire,  England, 
in  1819.  His  decease  was  greatly  mourned 
by  a  lar°e  circle  of  friends  and  neighbors  to  whom 
he  had  endeared  himself  by  his  upright  and  honor¬ 
able  life. 

Robert  Noble,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
also  a  native  of  England, and  died  at  an  advanced 
age,  leaving  a  family  of  eight  children.  He  was  a 
stone  mason  by  trade,  and  Mathew,  his  second 
son,  was  a  skilled  and  accomplished  sculptor  who 
lived  in  London.  Our  subject  had  been  married  a 
short  time  before  leaving  his  native  land,  but  Ins 
wife  died  while  en  route  to  America.  Her  remains 
were  consigned  to  a  watery  grave. 

Our  subject  was  married  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Good- 
all,  the  daughter  of  William  and  Ann  (Mow) 
Goodall,  in  July,  1842,  in  England.  Miss  Diana 


Goodall,  ft  sister  of  his  first  wife,  whom  lie  chose 
as  his  second  wife  in  1845,  boro  him  four  sons  and 
one  daughter,  only  one  of  whom  was  spared  to  grow 
to  mature  years,  the  four  remaining  children  dying 
in  early  childhood  with  diphtheria,  two  passing 
away  on  the  same  day.  The  parents  of  Mrs.  Noble, 
owned  a  small  farm  in  England,  and,  falling  heii 
to  a  legacy  of  £900,  emigrated  to  America  in  the 
fall  of  1842,  being  en  route  thirty-eight  days. 

Mr.  Noble  came  from  Oneida  County,  N.  P., 
in  company  with  his  father-in-law’s  family,  in 
the  fall  Of  1842,  making  the  trip  by  way  of 
canal  and  lakes  to  Gnicago,  whore  they  hired  three 
teams  to  bring  the  household  goods  to  this  county, 
being  about  one  week  on  the  way.  Mr.  Noble 
made  a  claim  to  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of 
land,  upon  which  he  located  a  small  log  house,  and 
lived  until  1855.  He  then  erected  a  more  com¬ 
fortable  structure,  and  in  1865  built  the  present 
commodious  and  modern  residence.  The  place  is 
equipped  with  all  the  neocssary  buildings,  and 
bears  all  the  improvements  to  bo  found  upon  the 
estate  of  a  progressive  agriculturist. 

Ho  of  whom  we  write  returned  to  his  native  land 
in  1867,  where  he  remained  about  four  months, 
visiting  his  venerable  mother,  who  died  at  the 
advanced  ago  of  eighty-four  years.  Our  subject 
died  July  22,  1890,  when  in  his  seventy-first  year, 
leaving  a  widow  and  one  son.  Four  of  his  chil¬ 
dren  preceded  him  to  the  better  land,  namely: 
llaroourt  E.,  an  infant  daughter,  Wesley  E.  and 
Samuel. 

John  0.  Noble,  the  eldest  son  of  our  subject, 
woTborn  April  6,  1848,  and  was  married  to  Sarah 
Jane,  daughter  of  Henry  Bird,  also  a  native  of 
England,  and  an  early  settlor  in  tins  county.  Her 
father  died  on  the  day  following  the  death  of  Mr. 
Noble.  Wesley  K.  and  Ada  May,  the  children  of 
John  Noble,  are  aged  respectively  seventeen  and 
I  thirteen  years.  They  make  their  homo  with  their 
L  j  parents  on  ft  farm  of  one  hundred  and  twenty 
5  acres,  near  the  residence  of  Mrs.  Noble.  Our  suh- 
;  jeet  left  an  estate  of  one  hundred  and  twenty 
acres  to  his  widow,  winch  is  most  efficiently  man- 
-  ii-md  by  her  son.  In  religious  holier,  he  was  a  <’<m- 
)  sis  tent*  and  honored-  member  of  the  Methodist 
a  Episcopal  Church,  having  become  a  member  ol 
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that  denomination  in  1843.  Mr.  Noble  was  a  great 
lover  of  music,  and  in  bis  younger  (lays  was  an 
accomplished  player  on  the  clarionet,  lie  was  ex¬ 
tremely  conscientious  and  retiring  in  disposition, 
and  a  feeling  of  personal  bereavement  came  to  the 
large  circle  of  his  oldjfri ends  when  he  was  called 
to  his  long  home. 


WP^OBERT  C.  LIND,  Secretary  and  Treasurer  of 
Ipdf'  the  Rockford  Chair  and  Furni  ture  Company, 
has  held  that  position  for  ten  years,  or  since 
^  the  organization  of  the  company,  and  is  also 
a  Director  and  one  of  the  leading  stockholders. 
Our  subject  is  another  of  the  worthy  citizens  which 
Sweden  has  furnished  to  Rockford.  He  was  horn 
in  Smoland,  on  the  7th  of  July,  1856,  and  is  the 
youngest  child  of  II.  O,  and  Mary  (llaraldson) 
Lind,  With  their  five  children,  the  parents  left 
the  land  of  their  nativity  in  1871,  and  crossed  the 
broad  ocean  from  Gotten  burg  to  New  York  City, 
whence  they  carne  at  once  to  Rockford.  The 
mother  died  at  her  home  in  this  city  in  1874,  at 
the  age  of  fifty-eight  years.  The  father  is  still  liv¬ 
ing,  at  the  ago  of  seventy-two. 

'Die  educational  advantages  which  our  subject 
received  wove  those  afforded  hj'  his  native  land 
and  the  schools  of  this  city.  After  attaining  lus 
majority,  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Jennie  Wcstholm,  who  was  born  in  Sweden,  and 
when  quite  young  came  with  her  parents  to  this 
country.  They  now  reside  in  St.  Charles,  Ill.,  and 
are  woll  advanced  in  life.  Our  subject  has  a  pleas¬ 
ant  home  on  Seminary  Street,  where  hospitality 
reigns  supreme  and  their  many  friends  delight  to 
gather, 

Mr.  Lind  entered  upon  his  business  career  in 
1872,  when  he  began  working  in  the  furniture  fac¬ 
tories  of  this  city.  Ho  soon  became  a  successful 
machinist  aud  cabinet-maker,  seeming  to  possess 
natural  ability  in  that  direction,  and  for  nine  years 
devoted  his  entire  attention  to  his  trade.  For 
eleven  years  he  worked  untiringly,  Subsequently 
lie  went  upon  the  road,  aud  for  four  years  wa 
employed  as  a  commercial  traveler  by  the  Union 
Furniture  Company,  and  also  by  the  one  of  which  ht 


is  now  Secretary  and  Treasurer.  As  before  stated, 
lie  has  held  that  position  since  the  organization  of 
the  Rockford  Chair  and  Furniture  Company.  He 
is  also  a  stockholder  and  Director  of  the  Rockford 
Union  Furniture  Company,  the  Royal  Mantel  and 
Furniture  Company  and  the  Royal  Sewing  Machine 
Company,  also  the  Rockford  Folding  Bed  Company, 
which  uses  a  special  patent.  He  has  done  much 
to  promote  the  interests  of  these  various  compan¬ 
ies,  and  is  a  representative  and  well-known  busi¬ 
ness  man  of  this  city.  His  life  is  commendable  in 
many  directions.  He  has  been  energetic  and  in¬ 
dustrious,  and  in  all  his  business  relations  is  up¬ 
right  and  honorable,  In  politics,  he  is  a  supporter 
of  the  Republican  part}’. 


fell, LI  AM  S.  PORTER  is  a  man  whom  na- 
\rjjf  lure  seems  to  have  especially  designed 
\yy/  to  be  a  planter,  for,  owing  to  his  desire  to 
keep  out  of  the  beaten  path,  and  to  his  adoption  of 
new  and  improved  methods,  together  with  in¬ 
dustry  and  good  judgment,  he  has  met  with  more 
than  the  average  degree  of  success  in  pursuing  his 
calling.  He  is  a  native  New  Yorker,  bom  in  Ham¬ 
ilton  Township,  Madison  County,  on  the  2d  of 
January,  1832,  and  the  sou  of  Roswell  and  Nancy 
(Sluittuck)  Porter,  both  natives  of  Connecticut. 
The  father  was  a  mechanic  by  trade  and  assisted 
in  building  some  of  the  fine  residences  in  New  York 
City.  He  was  a  soldier  in  the  War  of  1812,  re¬ 
ceived  a  pension  for  lus  services,  and  his  widhw 
received  one  after  his  death.  No  died  in  Madison 
County,  N.  Y,,  at  the  age  of  sixty -seven,  and  his 
wife  also  passed  away  in  that  State,  but  had  reached 
the  unusual  age  of  ninety-seven  years  and  four 
months,  Roswell  Porter  was  one  of  seven  chil¬ 
dren  born  to  Eleza  and  S,  ^Rowley)  Porter,  who 
were,  natives  of  the  New  England  States,  the  for¬ 
mer  dying  in  Madison  County,  N,  Y,,  when  seventy 
years  of  age, 

Nancy  Shattnek,  mother  of  onr  subject,  was  one 
of  4ovon  children  horn  to  Robert,  Jr.,  and  Anna 
(Loomis)  Shattuok.  Robert.  Jr.,  was  the  son  of 
Robert  Sluittuck,  Sr.,  the  grandson  of  William 
Shattuok,  Jr.,  aud  the  great- grandson  of  William 
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Shattuck,  Sr.,  and  the  great-great-grandson  of  Will-  h 

iam  Shattuck,  who  was  an  Englishman,  and  who 
came  to  this  country  in  1621  or  1622.  The  latter  ' 
was  about  twenty  years  of  age  at  that  time,  and  < 
died  in  Watertown,  Mass.,  on  the  14th  of  August,  f 

1672.  William  Shattuck,  Sr.,  married  Susan  Ran-  i 

dull,  and  his  son,  William  Shattuck,  Jr.,  who  was  a  . 
native  of  Plymouth,  Mass.,  married  Mary  Pratt.  i 
Robert  Shattuck,  Sr.,  was  also  a  native  of  Plymouth, 
Mass.,  and  was  there  married  to  Ruliannah  Cook. 

The  9th  of  January,  1853,  was  rendered  memor¬ 
able  to  our  subject  by  its  being  his  wedding  day, 

his  bride  being  Miss  Thrcsa  Shepardson,  who  was 

born  in  Madison  Cpuuty,  Hamilton  Township, 

N.  Y.,  August  12,  1834.  The  fruits  of  this  union 
have  been  three  living  children:  Geneva  I.  mar¬ 
ried  O.  G.  Forrer,  and  they  have  three  children} 
Maynard  R.  married  Miss  Agnes  Burchfield,  and 
is  the  father  of  one  child,  a  girl;  and  Cora  L.,  at 
home  and  a  graduate  of  Belviderc  school.  Mrs. 
Porter’s  parents  wcroErastus  and  Tryphenia  (Cole- 
son)  Shepardson,  the  father  a  native  of  Connecti¬ 
cut  and  the  mother  of  Massachusetts..  The  former 
is  still  living,  and  a  resident  Of  this  county,  but  the 
mother  died  here  when  sixty-ono  years  of  age.  Mr. 
Shepardson  is  a  son  of  William  Shepardson,  Jr.,  a 
'^native  of  Connecticut,  and  the  grandson  of  Will¬ 
iam  Shepardson,  Sr.,  who  was  born  in  England  and 
who  settled  in  Connecticut  at  a  very  early  date. 
Tryphenia  (Coleson)  Shepardson  was  the  daughter  j 
of  Ebenezer  and  Lavina  (Packard)  Coleson,  who 
were  of  Swedish  descent,  and  natives  of  Connecti¬ 
cut  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Coleson  removed  to  New  York, 
and  died  in  Madison  County,  of  that  State,  at  the 
awe  of  ninety-live  and  eighty  years,  respectively. 
Mrs.  Porter  comes  of  good  fighting  stock,  for  her 
ancestors  were  in  the  Revolutionary  War,  and  She 
,  had  two  brothers  in  the  Civil  War.  Ono  of  her 
brothers,  William,  died  while  serving  his  country, 
/'  and  Coleson,  the  other,  lost  a  leg. 

After  his  marriage,  our  subject  settled  in  Spring 
Township,  this  county,  but  after  six  years  as  an 
agriculturist,  lie  left  tlie  farm  and  went  to  the  oil 
regions  of  Pennsylvania,  where  he  remained  eigh¬ 
teen  years.  Then  selling  out,  he  returned  to  Boone 
County,  111.,  and  bought  one  hundred  and  twenty 
acres  of  land  belonging  to  the  Colcsons,  and  later 


bought  the  Slmttuck  farm  of  two  hundred  acres, 
besides  ten  acres  of  timber.  He  lias  made  *1,000 
worth  of  improvements  and  has  four  miles  of  tiling 
on  the  place.  He  is  engaged  in  general  farming 
and  his  home  is  a  beaiitful  spot,  characterized  by 
all  the  comforts  of  rural  life.  In  politics,  he  is  a 
Republican,  voting  first  for  Stephen  A.  Douglas, 
but  after  that-  for  Lincoln, 


Bya  KS.  HENRY  KORTIE,  Sis.,  wlio  is  living  at 
f\\\  liei'  homo,  Guilford  Township,  Winnebago 
I  la  County,  is  a  native  of  Germany.  She  was 
I  born  in  Mindcn,  Berkhauscn,  in  1820,  and 
is  a  daughter  of  Henry  and  Christina  (Koch) 
Black.  Her  father  died  at  the  age  of  seventy-two 
years,  and  her  mother  at  fifty-live.  They  reared 
one  son  and  one  daughter. 

Mrs.  Kortic  was  reared  in  her  native  lai)d,  and 
fifty  years  ago  tbero  gave  her  hand  in  marriage  to 
William  Kortic.  They  crossed  the  Atlantic  to 
America  in  March,  1852,  and,  coming  to  Illinois, 
the  husband  purchased  sixty  acres  of  her  present 
farm.  His  death  occurred  on  thc4lh  of  July,  1854, 
from  cholera,  and  five  Other  members  of  his  fam¬ 
ily  died  of  the  same  dread  disease,  all  within  two 
weeks  of  one  another.  His  widow  was  a  second 
,  time  married,  becoming  Hie  wife  of  Henry  Kortic, 
brother  of  her  former  husband.  ITis  father,-- Henry 
Kortie,  Sr.,  died  Of  cholera  at  the  time  above  men¬ 
tioned,  and  his  mother  died  in  Germany,  at  about 
the  age  Of  sixty  years,  leaving  four  children,  two 
having  preceded  her  to  the  home  beyond. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Henry  Kortic  lived  together  as 
man  and  wife  for  thirty-eight  years,  making  then- 
home  upon  a  farm  which  he  operated  until  it 
yielded  him  a  golden  tribute  in  return  for  Ins  care 
and  labor.  Ills  death  occurred  very  suddenly. 
Ho  was  in  the  barn  doing  his  morning  work,  air,i 
drooped  down  dead.  This  was  On  the  30th  of  No¬ 
vember,  1891,  in  the  seventy-first  year  of  his  age. 
He  was  a  worthy  and  valued  citizen,  a  man  highly 
respected  throughout  the  community,  and  ins  oss 
was  deeply  mourned  by  many  friends.  During  the 
late  war  he  had  served  ins  country  as  a  membci  of 
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Company  A,  Twelfth  Illinois  Cavalry.  He  enlisted 
on  the  15th  of  December,  1861,  and  served  as  bu¬ 
gler  for  tligeo  years  and  three  months,  or  until 
February '5,  1865,  when  he  was  honorably  dis¬ 
charged.  1-Ie  was  never  wounded,  but  was  injured 
by  his  horse  falling  on  him. 

Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kortie  were  born  seven  chil¬ 
dren,  threo  sons  and  four  daughters,  five  of  whom 
are  yet  living:  Louisa,  wife  of  William  Ihrke,  of 
Rockford;  Amelia,  wife  of  J.  Bartholomew,  a  resi¬ 
dent  of  Milford  Township;  Carrie,  wife  of  H.  A. 
Brown,  who  is  livingin  Owen  Township;  Henry  K., 
a  resident  of  New  Milford;  and  Minnie,  wjife  of  A. 
C.  Thompson.  The  latter  resides  on  the  old  home¬ 
stead  with  Mrs.  Kortie,  Mr.  Thompson  operating 
the  farm.  The  mother  of  this  family  is  seventy- 
one  years  of  age.  Since  her  husband's  death,  her 
daughter  has  resided  with  her.  She  is  a  most  estim¬ 
able  lady,  held  in  high  regard  by  all,  and  lias  a 
wide  circle  of  friends  and  acquaintances  through¬ 
out  the  community. 


§ROWN  C.  ATKINSON  is  one  of  the  oldest 
of  the  native-born  citizens  of  Winnebago 
County,  where  ho  owns  a  large  and  valua¬ 
ble  farm  in  Burritt  Township.  He  was  born 
on  a  farm  on  section  34,  Harrison  Township,  Sep¬ 
tember  30,  1841,  and  is  a  son  of  John  Atkinson, 
who  was  born  in  Cumberland  County,  England, 
and  he  in  turn  was  a  son  of  James  and  Jane  (Fos¬ 
ter)  Atkinson.  The  grandparents  of  our  subject 
came  to  America  in  1832,  accompanied  by  their  six 
children.  They  made  the  voyage  on  a  sailing-ves¬ 
sel,  which  consumed  seven  weeks,  and  landed  at 
Quebec.  Tho  family  remained  in  Canada  fifteen 
mouths,  when  they  went  to  New  York  State,  and 
thence  came  to  Illinois  in  1837.  (For  a  further 
history  of  the  family  see  the  sketch  of  William 
Atkinson.) 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  a  young  man 
when  be' came  to  America,  and,  in  the  year  1836, 
came  to  the  Prairie  State,  spending  the  winter  at 
LaSalle,  and  the  spring  of  the  following  year 
came  to  this  county,  where  he  became  one  of  the 
early  settlors  of  Harrison  Township.  At  that  time 


all  the  land  was  owned  by  the  Government,  and 
deer,  wild  turkeys,  and  other  game  were  plentiful. 
He  at  once  made  claim  to  a  tract  of  Government 
land  on  section  34,  and  there  built  the  log  house 
in  which  our  subject  was  born.  The  father  lived 
thefe  about  seven  years,  when  he  decided  to  remove 
to  Ijurritt  Township,  entering  a  tract  of  land  on 
section  1.  This  he  improved  and  resided  upon 
until  1870,  at  that  time  trading  for  land  on  sec¬ 
tions  7,  8,  and  18, of  the  same  township,  and  resid¬ 
ing,  thereon  until  his  death,  which  occurred  Febru¬ 
ary  13,  1890. 

For  many  years  after  the  father  came  to  this 
county  there  were  no  railroads,  and  Chicago  was 
the  principal  market  for  grain,  although  he  used 
sometimes  to  market  at  Racine,  Milwaukee,  Savan¬ 
na,  and  the  mining  towns  of  Wisconsin.  At  one 
time  the  miller  at  Beloit  sent  for  him  to  come  and 
take  a  load  of  Sour  to  Mineral  Point.  He  started 
from  home  on  Monday  morning  and  on  arriving 
at  his  destination  found  the  man  who  had  ordered 
the  Sour  had  gone.  He  tried  to  sell  it,  but  could 
not  dispose  of  it  at  any  price,  so  he  started  to  visit 
the  various  mining  towns,  and  finally  arrived  at 
Savanna  bn  the  Saturday  following.  There  he 
managed  to  sell  his  load,  but  after  paying  his  bills', 
had  only  fifty  cents  left.  After  the  railroad  was 
built  at  Elgin,  people  teamed  their  grain  and  pro- 
duee  to  that  place,  and  our  subject  relates  that  in 
one  instance  lie  went  with  his  father  to  take  a  load 
of  pork  to  Elgin.  The  roads  were  so  bad  that  they 
were  compelled  to  unload  in  the  mud,  and  conse¬ 
quently,  instead  of  getting  the  contract  price  of 
82.50,  they  got  only  82  per  hundred. 

The  maiden  name  of  the  mother  of  our  subject 
was  Nancy  L.  Conklin,  a  native  of  Wayne  County, 
Pa.,  and  a  daughter  of  Benjamin  and  Mercy  Conk- 
li  n .  She  is  now  making  her  home  with  our  subject. 
Brown  C.  Atkinson  was  about  three  years  old  when 
his  parents  removed  to  Burritt  Township,  and  was 
here  reared  and  educated,  and  with  his  parents 
made  his  home  until  his  marriage.  In  August,  1862, 

[  our  subject  enlisted  in  Company  A,  Seventy-fourth 
j  Illinois  Infantry.  Going  to  the  front  with  his 
regiment,  he  served  faithfully  until  February  7, 
]  8GS,  when  he  was  honorably  discharged,  returned 
home  and  resumed  farming.  He  rented  land  until 
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1865,  when  he  purchased  eighty  acres  in,  Harrison 
Township,  and  after  three  years’  residence  there, 
sold,  and  purchased  where  he  now  resides,  on  two 
hundred  and  forty-one  and  a  half  acres,  twenty- 
two  acres  being  in  timber,  and  the  remainder  im¬ 
proved  and  pasture  lands. 

The  year  1862  is  the  date  our  subject  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Mary  E.  Henry.  Mrs.  Atkinson 
was  born  in  April,  1845,  in  Bradford,  Pa.  Her 
father,  John  Y.  Henry,  was  born  in  Now  York  State, 
and  early  removed  to  Pennsylvania,  where  lie  lived 
until  1855,  in  which  year  he  came  to  Illinois,  mak¬ 
ing  his  home  in  Owen  Township,  this  county,  two  ] 
oAhrec  years.  He  afterward  removed  to  Rockford, 
and  later  located  in  Harrison  Township,  lie  was 
also  a  soldier  in  the  late  war,  having  enlisted  Au¬ 
gust  6,  1862,  in  Company  A,  Seventy-fourth  Illi¬ 
nois  Infantry.  He  died  in  the  service  at-Nashville, 
Tenn.,  December  17,  of  the  same  year.  The  maiden 
name  of  his  wife  was  Clara  Adella  Berry,  ^native 
of,  New  York  State,  and  who  resides  in  the  village 
of  Harrison. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Atkinson  are  the  happy  parents  of 
eleven  children,  all  of  whom  are  living,  namely: 
Estelle  M.,  David  II.,  George  W.,  Frank  B.,  Clara 
A.,  G.  Albert,  Edith  A.,  Chester  A.,  Foster  L., 
Ethel  C.  and  Evelyn  L.  Mr.  Atkinson  is  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  Ellis  Post  G,  A.  R.,  at  Pccatonica,  and  m 
his  political  views  casts  his  vote  with  the  Republi¬ 
can  party. 


also  a  native  of  the  Empire  State  and  departed 
this  life  on  the  old  home  farm  when  our  subject 
was  very  young.  Mr.  llalstcd  also  died  there,  aged 
eighty-two  years. 

The  original  of  this  sketch  attended  the  district 
school,  where  he  gained  a  good  education,  and  as¬ 
sisted  his  father  in  performing  the  duties  on  the 
farm  until  1844,  at  which  time  he  wont  to  New 
York  City  and  was  employed  by  his  brother-in-law, 
who  owned  a  line  of  drays.  In  February,  1849, 
during  the  gold  excitement,  Mr.  Hals  tod,  in  com¬ 
pany  with  sixty-five  others,  started  for  California. 
They  purchased  a  sailing-vessel,  for  which  they 
paid  §540,000,  and  stocked  the  same  with  provi¬ 
sions  which  would  last  them  for  two  years.  Leav¬ 
ing  New  York  in  February,  they  sailed  around 
Cape  Horn  and  arrived  at  the  Golden  Gate  in  the 
month  of  September.  San  Francisco  at  that  time 
was  a  city  built  of  tents,  and  sailing  up  the  Sacra¬ 
mento  River,  they  landed  at  the,  city  of  that  name, 
where  Our  party  purchased  a  number  of  ox-teams, 
which  conveyed  thorn  to  the  mines  in  Colonm  on 
the  south  fork  of  the  American  River.  They  were 
engaged  for  about  quo  month,  when,  the  rainy  sea¬ 
son  sotting  in,  the  company  disbanded,  selling  thei  r 
vessel  and  provisions  for  820,000.  Mr.  llalsted 
remained  in  Sacramento  for  two  or  three  years, 
then  resumed  mining  until  1852,  when  he  returned 
home  via  the  Isthmus  of  Panama.  Ho  was  in  ill 
health  two  or  three  years  after  coining  home,  and 
consequently  (lid  not  engage  in  any  active  busi- 


Jn  ONATHAN  IT.  HALSTED,  who  is  the  owner 
of  a  fine  tract  of  land,  including  one  hun- 
j  dred  and  eighty  acres  located  one  and  onc- 
/  half  miles  from  Rockford,  was  born  in 
Somers,  Westchester  County,  N.  Y.,  February  28, 
1819.  ITis  father,  Samuel  Halsted,  was  bom  and, 
reared  on  the  old  farm  in  the  above-named  State, 
and  when  old  enough  to  choose  an  occupation  for 
himself,  purchased  a  tract  of  land  in  the  town  of 

Somers,  Westchester  County,  where-  he  was  engaged 
in  general  farming.  Ilis  estate  was  situated  forty- 
eight  miles  from  New  York  City,  and  eleven  miles 
east  of  Peeksbill,  the  principal  market.  The  maiden 
name  of  his  wife  was  Rebecca  Marshall;  site  was 


ness. 

In  1856,  the  original  of  this  sketch  came  to  the 
Prairie  State  and  operated  a  farm  south  ofltock- 
ford  for  three  and  a  half  years,  at  the  expiration 
of  which  time  lie  purchased  the  place  on  which  he 

at  present  resides.  Ilis  .estate  includes  one  hun¬ 
dred  and  eighty  acres,  and  is  very  valuable  on  ac¬ 
count  of  its  close  location  to  the  city,  being  only 
one  mile  and  a  half  from  the  city  limits.  His 
place  is  improved  with  good  buildings  and  the 
land  so  cultivated  as  to  bring  him  in  handsome 
returns. 

In  1855,  Miss  Deborah  Kennard  became  the  wite 
of  our  subject.  She  was  born  in  Sussex  County, 
England,  August  23,  1826,  and  was  the  daughter 
of  Charles  and  Elizabeth  (Field)  Kcnnard.  Mis, 
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Shattuck,  Sr.,  and  the  groat-great-grandson  of  Will-  | 
iam  Shattuck,  who  was  an  Englishman,  and  w  “> 
came  to  this  country  in  1621  or  1622.  The  latter 
was  about  twenty  years  of  age  at  that  time,  and 
died  in  Watertown,  Mass.,  on  the  14th  of  August, 
1672.  William  Shattuck,  Sr.,  married  Susan  Ran¬ 
dall,  and  his  son,  William  Slmttuck,  Jr.,  who  was  a 
native  of  Plymouth,  Mass.,  married  Mary  Pratt. 
Robert  Slmttuck,  Sr.,  was  also  a  native  of  Plymouth, 
Mass.,  and  was  there  married  to  Ruliannah  Cook. 

The  9th  of  January,  1853,  was  rendered  memor¬ 
able  to  our  subject  by  its  being  his  wedding  day, 

his  bride  being  Miss  Thresa  Shepardson,  who  was 

born  in  Madison  County,  Hamilton  Township, 

N.  Y.,  August  12,  1834.  The  fruits  of  this  union 
have  been  three  living  children:  Genova  I.  mar¬ 
ried  O.  G.  Forrer,  and  they  have  three  children; 
Maynard  R.  married  Miss  Agnes  Burchfield,  and 
is  the  father  of  one  child,  a  girl;  and  Cora  L.,  at 
home  and  a  graduate  of  Belvidero  school.  Mrs. 
Porter’s  parents  were Erastus  andTryphenia  (Cole- 
son)  Shepardson,  the  father  a  native  of  Connecti¬ 
cut  and  the  mother  of  Massachusetts.  The  former 
is  still  living,  and  a  resident  Of  this  county ,  but  the 
mother  died  here  when  sixty-one  years  of  age.  Mr. 
Shepardson  is  a  son  of  William  Shepardson,  Jr.,  a 
^native  of  Connecticut,  and  the  grandson  of  Will¬ 
iam  Shepardson,  Sr.,  who  was  born  in  England  and 
who  settled  in  Connecticut  at  a  very  early  date. 
Tryphenia  (Coleaon)  Shepardson  was  the  daughter 
of  Ebenezer  and  Lavina  (Packard)  Coleson,  who 
were  of  Swedish  descent,  and  natives  of  Connecti¬ 
cut.  Mr.  and  Mrs,  Coleson  removed  to  New  York, 
and  died  in  Madison  County,  of  that  State,  at  the 
a„e  of  ninety-five  and  eighty  years,  respectively. 
Mrs.  Porter  comes  of  good  fighting  stock,  for  her 
ancestors  were  in  the  Revolutionary  War,  and  she 
had  two  brothers  in  the  Civil  War.  One  of  her 
brothers,  William,  died  while  serving  his  country 
and  Coleson,  the  other,  lost  a  leg. 

After  his  marriage,  our  subject  settled  in  Spi  mg 
Township,  this  county,  but  after  six  years  as  an 
agriculturist,  lie  left  the  farm  and  went  to  the  oil 
regions  of  Pennsylvania,  where  ho  remained  eigh¬ 
teen  years.  Then  selling  out,  lie  returned  to  Boone 
County,  111.,  and  bought  one  hundred  arid  twenty 
acres  of  land  belonging  to  the  Colesons,  and  later 


bought  the  Shattnck  farm  of  two  hundred  acres, 
besides  ten  acres  of  timber.  He  has  made  *1,000 

worth  of  improvements  and  has  four  miles  of  tiling 

on  the  place.  He  is  engaged  in  gonoral  farming 
and  his  home  is  a  beautful  spot,  character ized  by 
all  the  comforts  of  rural  life.  In  politics,  lie  is  a 
Republican,  voting  first  for  Stephen  A.  Dougins, 
but  after  that  for  Lincoln, 


\\ 


RS.  HENRY"  KORTIE,  Su.,  wlio  is  living  at 
her  homo,  Guilford  Township,  Winnebago 
County,  is  a  native  of  Germany.  She  was 
born  inMindcn,  Berklmusen,  in  1820,  and 
is  a  daughter  of  Henry  and  Christina  (Koch) 
Black  Her  father  died  at  the  age  Of  seventy-two 
years’  and  Her  mother  at  fifty-live.  They  roared 
one  son  and  one  daughter. 

Mrs.  Korlie  was  reared  in  her  native  land,  and 
fifty  years  ago  there  gave  her  hand  in  mavringc  to 
William  Kortio.  They  crossed  the  Atlantic  to 
America  in  March,  1852,  and,  coming  to  Blinois, 
the  husband  purchased  sixty  acres  of  her  present 
farm.  His  death  occurred  on  the  4th  of  July,  !8i>4, 
from  cholera,  and  five  Other  members  of  his  fam¬ 
ily  died  of  the  same  dread  disease,  all  within  uvo 
weeks  of  one  another.  His  widow  was  a  second 
time  married,  becoming  the  wife  of  Henry  Korlie, 
bvotiier  of  her  former  husband.  IBs  fathev,  Henry 
Kortie,  Sr.,  died  of  cholera  at  the  time  above  men¬ 
tioned,  and  his  mother  died  in  Germany,  at  about 
the  age  of  sixty  years,  leaving  four  children,  two 
having  preceded  her  to  the  home  beyond. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Henry  Kortio  lived  together  as 
man  and  wife  for  thirty-eight  years,  making  their 
homo  upon  a  farm  which  lie  operated  until  U 
yielded  him  a  golden  tribute  in  return  for  Ins  cuie 
and  labor.  IBs  death  occurred  very  suddenly 
He  was  in  the  barn  doing  his  morning  work,  an'i 
dropped  down  dead.  This  was  on  the  30th  of  No¬ 
vember,  1891,  in  the  seventy-first  year  of  his  age. 
He  was  a  worthy  and  valued  citizen,  a  man  highly 
respected  throughout  the  community,  and  ins  loss 
was  deeply  mourned  by  many  friends.  During  ■  w 
late  wav  he  had  served  his  country  as  a  member  ol 
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Company  A,  Twcift.li  Illinois  Cavalry.  He  enlisted 
on  the  15th  of  December,  1861,  and  served  as  bu¬ 
gler  for  tln',00  years  and  three  months,  or  until 
February'^,  1865,  wlien  he  was  honorably  dis¬ 
charged.  Ho  was  never  wounded,  but  was  injured 
by  his  horse  falling  on  him. 

Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kortie  were  bom  seven  chil¬ 
dren,  three  sons  and  four  daughters,  five  of  whom 
are  yet  living:  Louisa,  wife  of  William  Ihrke,  of 
Rockford;  Amelia,  wife  of  J.  Bartholomew,  a  resi¬ 
dent  of  Milford  Township;  Carrie,  wife  of  H.  A. 
Brown,  who  is  living.in  Owen  Township;  Henry  K., 
a  resident  of  New  Milford;  and  Minnie,  w[jfe  of  A. 
C.  Thompson.  The  latter  resides  on  the  old  home¬ 
stead  with  Mrs.  Kortie,  Mr.  Thompson  operating 
the  farm.  The  mother  of  this  family  is  seventy- 
one  years  of  age.  Since  her  husband's  death,  her 
daughter  has  resided  with  her.  She  is  a  most  estim¬ 
able  lady,  held  in  high  regard  by  all,  and  has  a 
wide  circle  of  friends  and  acquaintances  through¬ 
out  the  oommunitjr.  ^ 

SHOWN  C.  ATKINSON  is  one  of  the  oldest 
of  the  native-born  citizens  of  Winnebago 
County,  where  he  owns  a  large  and  valua¬ 
ble  farm  in  Burritt  Township.  He  was  born 
on  a  farm  on  section  34,  Harrison  Township,  Sep¬ 
tember  30,  1841,  and  is  a  son  of  John  Atkinson, 
who  was  born  in  Cumberland  County,  England, 
and  ho  in  turn  was  a  son  of  James  and  Jane  (Fos¬ 
ter)  Atkinson.  The  grandparents  of  our  subject 
came  to  America  in  1832,  accompanied  by  their  six 
children.  They  made  the  voyage  on  a  sailing-ves¬ 
sel,  which  consumed  seven  weeks,  and  landed  at 
Quebec.  The  family  remained  in  Canada  fifteen 
months,  when  they  went  to  New  York  State,  and 
thence  came  to  Illinois  in  1837.  (For  a  farther 
history  of  the  family  see  the  sketch  of  William 
Atkinson.) 

Tim  father  of  our  subject  was  a  young  man 
when  he  came  to  America,  and,  in  the  year  1836, 
came  to  the  Prairie  State,  spending  the  winter  at 
LaSalle,  and  the  spring  of  the  following  year 
came  to  this  county,  where  he  became  ono  of  the 
early  settlors  of  Harrison  Township.  At  that  time 


all  the  land  was  owned  by  the  Government,  and 
deer,  wild  turkeys,  and  other  game  were  plentiful. 
He  at  once  made  claim  to  a  tract  of  Government 
land  on  section  34,  and  there  biiilt  the  log  house 
in  which  our  subject  was  born.  The  father  lived 
thole  about  seven  years,  when  he  decided  to  remove 
to  Burritt  Township,  entering  a  tract  of  land  on 
section  1.  This  he  improved  and  resided  upon 
until  1870,  at  that  time  trading  for  land  on  sec¬ 
tions  7,  8,  and  18,  of  the  same  township,  and  resid- 
ing  thcrcon  until  his  death,  which  occurred  Febru¬ 
ary  13,  1890. 

For  many  years  after  the  father  came  to  this 
county  there  were  no  railroads,  and  Chicago  was 
the  principal  market  for  grain,  although  he  used 
Sometimes  to  market  at  Racine,  Milwaukee,  Savan¬ 
na,  and  the  mining  towns  of  Wisconsin.  At  one 
time  the  miller  at  Beloit  sent  for  him  to  come  and 
take  a  load  of  Sour  to  Mineral  Point.  He  started 
from  home  on  Monday  morning  and  on  arriving 
at  his  destination  found  the  man  who  had  ordered 
the  hour  had  gone.  He  tried  to  sell  it,  but  could 
not  dispose  of  it  at  any  price,  so  he  started  to  visit 
the  various  mining  towns,  and  finally  arrived  at 
Savanna  On  the  Saturday  following.  There  he 
managed  to  sell  his  load,  but  after  paying  his  bills, 
had  only  fifty  cents  left.  After  the  railroad  was 
built  at  Elgin,  people  teamed  their  grain  and  pro- 
dace  to  that  place,  and  our  subject  relates  that  in 
one  instance  he  >vent  with  his  father  to  take  a  load 
Of  pork  to  Elgin.  The  roads  were  so  bad  that  they 
were  compelled  to  unload  in  the  mud,  and  conse¬ 
quently,  instead  of  getting  the  contract  price  of 
$2,50,  they  got  only  $2  per  hundred. 

The  maiden  name  of  the  mother  of  our  subject 
was  Nancy  L.  Conklin,  a  native  of  Wayne  County, 
Pa.,  and  a  daughter  of  Benjamin  and  Mercy  Conk¬ 
lin.  She  is  now  making  her  home  with  our  subject. 
Brown  C.  Atkinson  was  about  three  years  old  when 
his  parents  removed  to  Burritt  Township,  and  was 
here  reared  and  educated,  and  with  his  parents 
niadcriiis  home  until  his  marriage.  In  August,  1862, 
our  subject  enlisted  in  Company  A,  Seventy-fourth 
Illinois  Infantry.  Going  to  the  front  with  his 
regiment,  he  served  faithfully  until  February  7, 
1 863,  when  he  was  honorably  discharged,  returned 
home  and  resumed  fanning.  He  rented  land  until 
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1865,  when  he  purchased  eighty  acres  in,  Harrison 
Township,  and  after  three  years’  residence  there, 
sold,  and  purchased  where  he  now  resides,  on  two 
hundred  and  forty-one  and  a  half  acres,  twenty- 
two  acres  being  in  timber,  and  the  remainder  im¬ 
proved  and  pasture  lands. 

The  year  1862  is  the  date  our  subject  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Mary  E.  Henry.  Mrs.  Atkinson 
was  born  in  April,  1845,  in  Bradford,  Pa.  Her 
father,  John  Y.  Henry,  was  born  in  New  York  State, 

and  early  removed  to  Pennsylvania,  where  he  lived 

untii  1855,  in  which  year  he  came  to  Illinois,  malt-  | 
ing  his  home  in  Owen  Township,  this  county,  two 
oAbrec  years.  lie  afterward  removed  to  Rockford, 
and  later  located  in  Harrison  Township.  He  was 
also  a  soldier  in  the  late  war,  having  enlisted  Au¬ 
gust  6,1862,  in  Company  A,  Seventy-fourth  Illi¬ 
nois  Infantry.  He  died  in  the  service  at  Nashville, 
Tenn.,  December  17,  of  the  same  year.  The  maiden 
name  of  his  Wife  was  Clara  Adclla  Berry,  ^native 
of  New  York  State,  and  who  resides  in  the  village 
of  Harrison. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Atkinson  are  the  happy  parents  ot 
eleven  children,  all  of  whom  are  living,  namely: 
Estclla  M.,  David  JI-, 'George  W.,  Frank  B.,  Clara 
A.,  G.  Albert,  Edith  A.,  Chester  A.,  Foster  L., 
Ethel  C.  and  Evelyn  L.  Mr.  Atkinson  is  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  Ellis  Post  G.  A.  E.,  at  Pecatonica,  and  in 
his  political  views  easts  his  vote  with  the  Republi¬ 
can  party. 

JH  ONATHAN  II.  HALSTED,  who  is  the  owner 
of  a  fine  tract  of  land,  including  one  liun- 
!  dred  and  eighty  acres  located  one  and  one- 
/  half  miles  from  Rockford,  was  born  in 
Somers,  Westchester  County,  N.  Y.,  February  28, 
1819.  His  father,  Samuel  lialsted.  was  bom  and, 
reared  on  the  old  farm  in  the  above-named  State, 
and  when  old  enough  to  choose  an  occupation  for 
himself,  purchased  a  tract  of  land  in  the  town  of 

Somers,  Westchester  County,  where  he  was  engaged 
in  general  farming.  His  estate  was  situated  forty- 
eight  miles  from  New  York  City,  and  eleven  miles 
east  of  Peekskill,  the  principal  market.  The  maiden 
name  of  his  wife  was  Rebecca  Marshall;  she  was 


also  a  native  of  the  Empire  State  and  departed 
this  life  on  the  old  home  farm  when  our  subject 
was  very  young.  Mr.  lialsted  also  died  there,  aged 
eighty-two  years. 

The  original  of  this  sketch  attended  the  district 
school,  where  ho  gained  a  good  education,,  and  as¬ 
sisted  his  father  in  performing  the  duties  on  the 
farm  until  1844,  at  which  time  he  wont  to  New 
York  City  and  was  employed  by  his  brother-in-law, 
who  owned  a  lino  of  drays.  In  February,  1849, 
during  the  gold  excitement,  Mr.  lialsted,  in  com¬ 
pany  with  sixty-five  others,  started  for  California. 
They  purchased  a  sailing-vessel,  for  which  they 
paid  840,000,  and  stocked  the  same  with  provi¬ 
sions  which  would  last  them  for  two  years.  Leav¬ 
ing  New  York  in  February,  they  sailed  around 
Cape  Horn  and  arrived  at  tho  Golden  Gate  in  the 
month  of  September.  San  Francisco  at  that  time 
was  a  city  built  of  tents,  and  sailing  up  the  Sacra¬ 
mento  River,' they  landed  at  the  city  of  that  name, 
where  our  party  purchased  a  number  of  ox-teams, 
which  conveyed  them  to  the  mines  in  Coloma  on 
the  south  fork  of  the  American  River.  They  were 
engaged  for  about  quo  month,  when,  tho  rainy  sea¬ 
son  setting  in,  the  c6h>pftny  disbanded,  selling  their 
vessel  and  provisions  for  820,000.  Mr.  lialsted 
remained  in  Sacramento  for  two  or  three  years, 
then  resumed  mining  until  1852,  when  he  returned 
home  via  the  Isthmus  of  Panama,  lie  was  in  ill 
health  two  or  three  years  after  coming  home,  and 
conseciuently  did  not  engage  in  any  active  busi¬ 
ness. 

In  1856,  the  original  of  tins  sketch  carnC  to  the 
Prairie  State  anti  operated  a  farm  south  of  Rock¬ 
ford  for  three  and  a  half  years,  at  the  expiration 
of  which  time  lie  purchased  the  place  on  which  lie 
at  present  resides.  Ilis  .estate  includes  one  hun¬ 
dred  and  eighty  acres,  and  is  very  valuable  on  ac¬ 
count  of  its  close  location  to  the  city,  being  only 
one  mile  and  a  half  from  the  city  limits.  His 
place  is  improved  with  good  buildings  and  the 
land  so  cultivated  as  to  bring  him  in  handsome 
returns. 

In  1855,  Miss  Deborah  Kcnnard  became  the  wile 
of  our  subject.  She  was  born  in  Sussex  County, 
En "land,  August  23,  1826,  and  was  the  daughter 
of  Charles  and  Elizabeth  (Field)  Kcnnard.  Mrs. 


Ilalsted  was  brought  to  America  by  her  parents 
when  five  years  of  a  go,  they  'locating  in  the  town 
of  Somers,  Westchester  County,  N.  Y.,  where  her 
father  was  engaged  as  a  merchant  tailor  and  there 
resided  until  Ids  death.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ilalsted 
have  become  the  parents  of  two  children:  Mary 
E.  and  Lester  15.  The  daughter  married  Fred 
Rrown,  by  whom  she  lias  three  children:  Lestgr, 
Clinton  and  Ernest.  Lester  Ilalsted  married 
Louisa  Foltz.  Our  subject  and  his  wife  arc  mem¬ 
bers  j,n  good  standing  of  the  Second  Congrega¬ 
tional  Church,  and  are  widely  known  and  respected 
throughout  their  community.  Mr.  Ilalsted  aflili- 
ates  with  the  Republican  party. 

v.  teas* 


H  J^A-JAM  TWOGOOD  died  at  his  home,  at 
lij  **<>•  106  North  Fifth  Street,  in  Rockford, 
W  on  the  13th  of  April,  1874.  He  was  orig¬ 
inally  from  the  Empire  State,  born  in  Pittstown, 
near  Troy.  July  27,  1791.  Ho  grew  to  manhood 
in  his  native  place  and  became  a  mechanic  and 
carriage-builder.  Tie  came  of  good  stock  and  was 
the  son  of  James  and  Deborah  (Halstead)  Twogood, 
natives  of  New  York,  m  which  State  they  passed 
tht-i'r  entire  lives.  They  were  the  parents  of  four¬ 
teen  children  and,  although  all  livod  to  a  good  old 
age,  they  are  now  deceased. 

In  Pittstown,  William  Twogood  was  married  to 
Miss  Sarah  Vaudercook,  a  native  of  that  place, 
born  July  24,  1808.  Subsequently,  lie  removed  to 
Michigan  City,  ind.,  coming  overland  with  his 
family.  He  began  looking  for  a  Suitable  location, 
which  he  found  in  the  beautiful  Cherry  Yalley  of 
Winnebago  County, 111.,  but  not  until  after  lie  had 
traveled  many  months  over  unbroken  forests, 
where  hosti  le  Indians  abounded.  Ho  crossed  Rook 
River  at  Ottawa  soon  after  tlie  Indian  massacre  at 
that  place  and  was  sickened  by  the  horrible  sights 
that  met  his  eyes.  He  pushed  onto  the  Cherry 
A^ailey  region  of  Winnebago  County  and  located 
on  a  tract  of  land  that  had  never  been  surveyed. 

Shortly  afterward,  Mr.  Twogood  returned  to 
Michigan  City  for  lumber  to  make  the  doors,  win¬ 
dows  and  floor  of  his  log  cabin,  hauled  it  through 
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the  wilderness  ■end,  after  all  was  ready,  returned 
to  Michigan  City  for  his  little  family.  He  settled 
in  this  county  on  the  4th  of  July,  1837,  and  was 
among  the  first  settlers,  there  being  but  two  houses 
between  liis  place  and  Rockford,  which  then  con¬ 
sisted  of  but  a  few  houses.  He  brought  with  him, 
hid  away  in  the  household  goods,  gold  and  silver 
sewed  up  in  shot  Dags  and  this  was  never  touched 
until  the  land  on  which  lie  was  living  was  placed 
on  the  market.  He  then  went  to  Galena  and  paid 
for  his  claim. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Twogood  experienced  many  hard¬ 
ships  in  their  new  home  and  for  some  time  were 
obliged  to  live  on  potatoes  and  salt.  However, 
brighter  days  were  in  store  for  them  and  they  soon 
became  the  owners  of  eight  hundred  acres  of  land 
in  the  valley.  Five  hundred  acres  Mr.  Twogood 
reserved  for  himself  and  wife  and  three  hundred 
acres  were  deeded  to  other  members  of  the  family. 

J  While  his  children  were  growing  up,  he  moved  to 
Chicago  to  educate  them  and  there  remained  live 
years.  I-Ie  became  one  of  the  well-known  and 
wealthy  men  of  Winnebago  Comity  and  was  a 
leader  in  all  enterprises  of  a  worthy  nature.  He 
was  one  of  the  original  stockholders  of  the  North¬ 
western  Railroad  before  any  of  the  road  had  been 
graded.  He  lived  and  died  an  honest  man  that  no 
money  or  position  could  buy  or  flattery  seduce 
from  the  path  of  duty  and  rectitude. 

Mrs.  Twogood,  who  was  carefully  reared  and 
educated,  was  of  old  Knickerbocker  stock  and  her 
ancestors  on  both  sides  were  among  the  prominent 
families  of  New  York  State.  Her  father,  Michael  S. 
Vandercoolc,  was  born  in  Rensselaer  County,  N.  lr., 
and  was  the  son  of  Simon  Vaudercook,  a  promi¬ 
nent  man  of  that  county.  The  family  name  was 
originally  Van  Dor  Cook,  bu  t  the  descendants  now 
spell  it  Vandcrcook.  Michael  Vandercook  was  a 
soldier  in  the  War  of  1812,  fought  as  a  Major  in 
Col.  Knickerbocker’s  regiment-  and  was  in  many 
battles,  including  the  engagement  at  Plattsburg. 
He  was  a  merchant  and  also  Operated  a  sawmill 
for  many  years.  Later,  he  was  Sheriff  of  his  county, 
and  died  on  his  large  farm  there,  at  the  age  of 
seventy-eight  years.  His  father,  Simon  Vandercook. 
was  a  soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  War,  fought  in 
many  battles  and  was  Captain  of  a  company.  Mrs. 
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Twogood  now  lias  the  commissions  given  him  *>y 
Gen.  Washington,  and  Gov.  Clinton,  of  New  York. 

Michael  Vnndcrcook*  married  Miss  Mehetibol 
Haskins,  a  member  of  a  prominent  family  and  a 
native  of  Rensselaer  County,  N.  X,  who  died  when 
in  the  prime  of  life,  leaving  four  children.  After 
her  death,  Mr.  Vandercook  was  twice  married. 
Mrs  Twogood  is  the  youngest  of  the  above-men¬ 
tioned  children.  The  attention  of  the  reader  is 
invited  to  her  portrait  on  another  page.  Although 
time  has  touched  her  hair  with  frost,  lie  has  dealt 
leniently  with  her  in  other  respects  and  she  is  yet 
bright  and  active,  her  hearing  perfect  and  her 
mental  faculties  unimpaired.  She  is  a  very  re¬ 
markable  old  lady  and  on  the  24th  of  July,  1892, 
was  eighty-nine  years  of  age  Until  recently,  she 
has  been  able  to  do  a  great  deal  of  l^ht  work 
around  the  house.  Upon  every  Decoration  Day 
since  the  late  war  she  has  attended  the  celebration, 
and  her  son’s  portrait  is  enfolded  in  the  National 
colors.  She  resides  in  the  old  home  at  No.  IOC 
North  Fifth  Street,  and  is  spending  the  sunset  of 
her  life  in  peace  and  happiness.  She  owns  large 
landed  interests  in  the  West  and  bank  stocks  in 
this  city  and  is  also  a  pensioner  of  the  War  of 
1812,  receiving  $12  per  month  for  service  rendered 
by  her  husband,  who  was  drafted  when  he  was 
eighteen  years  of  age  and  who  served  as  a  drum¬ 
mer  in  Col.  Jonathan  Reed’s  regiment.  He  was 
a  Republican  at  the  time  of  his  death. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Twogood  were  the  parent*  of  eight 
children:  Orestes  B.  enlisted  in  the  First  Wisconsin 
Infantry,  his  company  being  the  first  offered  to 
the  Governor  of  Wisconsin.  He  was  Captain  of 
his  company,  but  after  the  battle  of  Stone  IjJver, 
where  he '-.suffered  much  from  exposure,  he  was 
taken  sick,  and  died  at  his  home  on  the  17th  of 
December,  1863.  Helen  died  iniufaucy;  Emily  is 
the  wife  of  Merritt  Satterlee,  a  pioneer  of  Chicago, 
who  was  formerly  a  large  grocery  merchant  but  is 
now  retired;  James  II.,  a  contractor  and  builder  of 
Boise  City,  Idaho,  married  Miss  Fcrmelia  Custer, 
of  Pennsylvania;  Elizabeth,  wife  of  fr  V.  Jones, 
resides  in  Jacksonville,  Ore.;  Sarah  became  the 
wife  of  Col.  Alfred  Chapin  and  resides  in  Rockford. 
The  Colonel  was  a  prominent  soldier  of  the  Rebel¬ 
lion  and  is  now  deceased;  Belle  became  the  wife  of 


J.  F.  ITorvoy,  who  is  retired  >nd  now  resides  in 
Chicago*  William  S.,  a  very  successful  merchant 
of  Marion, Iowa,  has  been  twice  married,  his  second 
wife  having  formerly  been  Miss  Genevieve  Aider- 
man. 

■*-'  *•**"*• "" 

^JS  nDREW  MONTGOMERY,  a  retired  farmer 
Wjj  who  passed  away  May  4>j  1892,  and  who 
resided  at  No.  902  Rockton  Avenue,  in 
Rockford,  was  of  Scottish  birth.  Ho  was 
born  in  CampbeUton,  Argyleshire,  June  5,  1805, 
and  comes  of  an  old  and  respected  family  of  that 
land.  His  father,  Robert  Montgomery,  spent  bis 
entire  life  in  CampbeUton,  where  he  followed  the 
occupation  of  farming.  He  was  straightforward 
and  upright  in  all  things,  and  was  an  active  mem¬ 
ber  Of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  His  death  oc¬ 
curred  at  the  age  of  sixty  years.  His  wife,  whoso 
maiden  name  was  Jennie  Giffen,  died  in  her  native 
county  at  an  advanced  age.  Tins  worthy  couple 
had  a  large  family,  but  all  arc  now  deceased.  Of 
their  children,  Andrew,  James  and  William  came 

to  this  countO  _  . 

Andrew  Montgomery  spent  his  boyhood  days  m 
the  usual  manner  of  farmer  lads,  and  in  bis  youth 
also  learned  the  trade  of  a  distiller.  After  arriv¬ 
ing  at  man’s  estate,  he  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Jennie  Anderson,  who  died  in  the  prime  of  life  m 
CampbeUton,  Scotland,  leaving  four  children,  two 
of  whom  arc  now  deceased:  Robert  died  in  Scot¬ 
land  when  young,  and  William  died  after  the 
family  came  to  this  country.  The  two  living  chil¬ 
dren  are  James,  a  resident  fanner  of  Burnlt  Town¬ 
ship,  who  married  Annie  Fleming,  by  whom  he 
has  four  children:  William,  Jessie,  Jane  andjames; 
and  Jane,  now  the  wife  of  James  E.  Langwcll,  an 
agriculturist  of  Owen  Township.  They  have 
eleven  children:  Jane,  Peter,  Jesse,  Andrew,  An¬ 
nie,  Minnie,  James,  William,  Robert,  Martha  and 

John  S.  , 

Mr.  Montgomery  of  this  sketch  was  a  second 
time  married  in  his  native  county,  the  lady  of  his 
choice  being  Miss  Ann  Templeton,  who  was  born 
in  CampbeUton,  December  3, 1819,  and  is  a  daugh¬ 
ter  of  John  and  Ann  (Colville)  Templeton,  who 
lived  and  died  on  the  old  homestead  a  few  miles 
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from  Campbellton,  Scotland,  the  death  of  the  fa¬ 
ther  occurring  at  the  age  of  eighty-five  years,  while 
his  wife  departed  this  life  at  the  age  of  cighty- 
sevon.  Both  were  members  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church,  and  as  farming  people,  lived  a  quiet,  un¬ 
assuming  life.  In  their  family  were  ten  children, 
six  sons  and  four  daughters,  and  with  one  excep¬ 
tion  all  lived  to  mature  years,  and  wore  married, 
but,  with  tho  exception  of  Mrs.  Montgomery,  all 
are  now  deceased.  Thomas,  the  oldest,  crossed  the 
Atlantic,  and  died  in  Chicago  some  years  ago,  when 
past  the  age  of  eighty  years. 

After  their  marriage,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Montgomery 
resided  in  their  native  larfd  until  tho  spring  of 
1861,  when  they  decided  to  try  their  fortune  in 
America.  Since  that  time  thoyvlwtvo  resided  in 
Winnebago  County,  and  made  tbeiv  home  upon  a 
farm  in  Owen  Township  until  1882,  when  they 
came  to  Rockford,  and  for  the  past  ten  years  have 
lived  a  retired  life  in  this  city.'  They  are  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  are  noble 
Christian  people  who  well  deserve  tho  high  esteem 
in  which  they  avo  hold  throughout  the  commu¬ 
nity  that  has  SO  long  been  their  home.  f 

\*7  ORENZO  S.  MoDOTIGALL  is  a  practical 
I  (73)  and  successful  brooder  of  Morgan  horses 
jiLMx  and  lias  his  fine  farm  located  in  Bonus 
Township,  Boone  County.  It  comprises  two  hun¬ 
dred  and  twenty-fi  ve  acres  that  were  selected  wi  th 
a  view  to  their  present  use  and  are  adapted  by  na-  ] 
hire  and  improvement  for  the  purpose.  Mr.  Mc- 
Dougall  is  well  known  throughout  Northern  Illi¬ 
nois  as  being  a  man  thoroughly  posted  regarding 
the  stock  in  which  lie  takes  such  delight.  He  has 
all  the  necessary  buildings  on  his  farm,  and  these  are 
well  constructed  and  sufficiently  large  for  the  vari¬ 
ous  purposes  for  which  they  were  designed,  He  is 
the  owner  of  probably  the  finest  Morgan  mare  in 
the  comity. 

He  of  whom  wo  write  was  born  on  the  6th  of 
March,  1827,  in  the  town  Of  Sherbrooke,  Quebec, 
being  the  son  of  Charles  and  Fannie  (Terry)  Me- 
DougaU.  The  father  is  of  Scotch  descent  and  was 
horn  in  Argyle,  N.  Y,,  in  1796,  being  taken  to  Can¬ 


ada  with  his  parents  when  an  infant  of  one  year. 
On  attaining  mature  years,  he  operated  a  gristmill 
until  May  4,  1836,  at  which  time  lie  sold  out  and 
came  to  Boone  County  and  located  upon  the  farm 
where  he  is  at  present  residing. 

The  elder  Mr,  MeDougall  was  interested  in  a 
claim  of  seven  hundred  acres  of  land,  which  he 
proceeded  to  improve,  and  when  a  division  of  the 
property  was  made,  two  hundred  and  twenty-five 
acres  fell  to  his  share,  the  same  on  which  our  sub¬ 
ject  is  residing,  Charles  MeDougall,  about  1866* 
moved  to  Belvidere,  where  he  spent  his  last  days 
in  retirement,  dying  at  the  age  of  eighty-two 
years.  He  was  a  Republican  in  politics,  held  many 
of  the  local  offices,  and  in  every  relation  Of  life 
was  true  to  himself  and  those  around  him.  He 
was  an  attendant  at  the  Hniversalist  Church. 

Our  subject  is  one  Of  the  family  of  four  children , 
only  two  Of  whom  grew  to  mature  years,  Ilis  sis¬ 
ter,  Mrs.  H.  Merchant,  died  Apbii\2,  1886,  about 
three  miles  from  the  old  home  r  in  Spring  Town¬ 
ship,  this  county,  When  the  father  of  our  subject 
located  upon  his  new  farm  there  was  an  old  log 
cabin  On  the  place,  whose  floor  was  just  large 
enough  to  stand  a  bed  on.  There  they  spent  their 
early  days  in  this  county,  using  their  trunks  and 
old-fashioned  chests  for  tables  and  chairs.  Our 
subject  says  that  he  was  very  much  discouraged  at 
that  time  and  often  used  to  wish  himself  back  in 
liis  native  town.  He  is  the  only  one  surviving 
who  surrounded  that  primitive  table,  and  indeed  is 
one  of  the  very  few  living  who  came  to  Boone 
County  in  those  early  days.  Deer,  wolves  and 
other  wild  animals  would  come  up  to  the  very 
door  of  their  cabin,  and  wolves  made  night  hid¬ 
eous  with  their  howls. 

The  first  furrow  of  land  plowed  in  Boone 
County  was  on  the  farm  of  our  subject.  The  near¬ 
est  market  was  at  Chicago  and  the  nearest  pOst- 
olfice  was  at  the  same  place,  the  postage  in  that  time 
costing  twenty-five  cents  a  letter.  The  father  of 
our  subject  proved  up  his  land,  for  which  he  paid 
$1.25  per  aero,  and  Lorenzo  S.  has  in  his  possession 
tile  original  deed  from  the  Government.  It  is  one 
of  the  few  farms  in  this  section  which  has  never  been 
out  of  the  family  who  first  entered  it. 

Fannie  (Terry)  MeDougall, our  subject’s  moi^er, 
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was  (  born  in' New  England,  and  her  parents  were 
natives  of  Vermont,  who  spent  a  portion  of  their 
lives  in  Canada.  Grandmother  Terry  hailed  from 
Rhode  Island.  Mrs.  Fannie  MeDougall  departed 
this  life  in  Spring  Township,  this  county,  in  her 
eighty-fourth  year.  He  of  whom  we  write  re¬ 
mained  at  home  until  twenty-nine  years  of  nget 
when  he  spent  a  short  time  in  Belvidere  and  thence 
removing  to  Garden  Prairie,  was  engaged  in  a 
grain -and  stock  business  for  nearly  fifteen  years. 
Then  purchasing  a  farm  of  forty  acres,  he  operated 
„  it  until  nine  years  ago,'  when  he  moved  onto  the 
old  homestead,  having  purchased  his  sister’s  inter¬ 
est  after  the  death  of  the  father,  whose  desire  it 
was  that  our  subject  should  own  the  old  place. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  MeDougall  have  been  born 
four  children,  three  of  whom  are  Isving,  viz:  Nellie, 
who  was  born  in  Belvidere,  in  JtftgQ,  married  Frank 
Tanner  and  has  a  family  6f  four  children;  Fannie, 
who  was  born  in  Garden  Prairie,  in  1860,  is  the 
widow  of  George  Countryman,  who  died  when 
twenty-seven  years  of  age,  leaving  two  children; 
Hazen,  who  was  born  in  3867,  also  in  Garden 
Prairie,  married  Miss  May  Wait,  and  has  one  son. 

Our  subject  is  widely  known  among  the  farmers 
throughout  Boone  County,  is  a  well-read  man,  and 
thoroughly  informed  on  topics  of  general  conversa¬ 
tion.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Patrons  of  Husbandry, 
and  since  the  organization  of  the  Republics)!  party 
has  voted  that  ticket.  He  lias  served  his  fellow- 
townsmen  in  the  office  of  Assessor  and  School 
Director,  and  is  one  of  those  zealous  men  who  de- 
vote  much  time  and  ability  to  the  improvement  of 
tiie  town  with  whose  citizens  they  have  cast  their 
lot  and  to  whom  is  due  in  a  large  measure  the 
prosperity  of  the  entire  community.  Mr.  Mc- 
Dougall  in  addition  to  breeding  stock  is  engaged 
in  mixed  farming  and  his  upright  and  honest  deal¬ 
ings  with  his  fellow-men  have  mad^-hun  very 
popular. 

Our  subject,  relates  that  they  were  induced  to 
come  to  this  county  by  a  man  named  Goodhue, 
who  was  a  merchant  in  a  small  \vayr  in  this 
place,  and,  was  the  first  man  to  bring  merchandise 
to  BelvidercV  The  family  embarked  on  the  steamer 
“Michigan,”  commanded  by  Capt.  Newbury,  with 
a  Mr.  Barker  as  first  mate.  At  Detroit,  Gov. 


Duncan,  who  was  then  the  Chief  Executive  of  Illi¬ 
nois,  came  on  board  and  after  looking  over  the 
six  or  seven  hundred  passengers,  cooiy  remarked, 
“  Now,  you  people  will  all  bo  disappointed  in  Chi¬ 
cago,  as  it  is  nothing  but  a  mud  hole,  but  I  tell 
you  now  that  it  is  bound  to  becomo  the  metropolis 
of  the  United  States  some  day,  as  its  lino  location 
and  central  geographical  position  will  make  it 
such.”  Mr.  Me  Dougall’s  memory  of  early  histori¬ 
cal  incidents  is  truly  wonderful  a^feiiakcs  him  an 
interesting  conversationalist.  Jj 


bEROY  E.  CHAMBERLAIN.  This  practical 
and  intelligent  young  farmer  is  a  native  of 
LoRoy  Township,  Boone  County, and  makes 
his  home  on  the  splendid  farm  where  his  birth  oc¬ 
curred  June  3,  3854.  He  has  been  successful  so 
far  in  his  farming  operations,  which  can  bo  attrib¬ 
uted  to  his  persistent  industry,  his  wise  forethought 
and  his  prudent  thrift. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  Joseph  Chamberlain, was 
a  native  of  Deiawavc  County,  N.  Y.,  having  been 
born  May  7,  1813.  The  lady  to  whom  he  was 
married  bore  the  name  of  Sallie  P.  Hovoy,  and  is 
also  a  native  of  the  Empire  State,  where  she  was 
horn  in  April,  1822,  They  ?  <Hh  accompanied  their 
respective  parents  ‘West  when  young,  and  wore 
married  in  this  county  in  October,  1833,  and  com¬ 
menced  life  on  a  claim  of  one-half  section  of  Gov¬ 
ernment  land. 

Joseph  Chamberlain,  the  grandfather  of  our 
subject,  was  a  native  of  Brattleboro,  Vt.,  where  he 
was  an  agriculturist,  and  a  man  of  means.  Jlolost 
his  fortune,  however,  by  going  security  for  a  friend. 
He  removed  to  the  Empire  State  in  an  early  day, 
but  died  in  middle  life,  leaving  a  family  of  five, 
sons  and  one  daughter,  all  of  whom  grow  to  mature 
years  in  New  York  State.  In  the  fall  of  1830, 
the  widowed  mother  and  three  of  her  sons,  Cai  ¬ 
man, Alfred  and  Lewis,  camo  to  Illinois  and  lo¬ 
cated  on  the  place  whore  our  subject  was  born. 
The  mother  was  Eunice  Blakcsley,  of  Connecticut, 
and  lived  to  roach  the  advanced  ago  of  ninety- 
eight  years.  Her  death  occurred  in  1875,  in  Lc- 
Roy,  this  county,  and  her  remains  lie  buried  in 
Round  Prairie  Cemetery. 
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IIo  of  whom  wo  write  is  one  in  a  family  of  four 
sons  and  six  daughters,  two  Of  whom  died  in  in¬ 
fancy.  Those  living  at  the  present  time  are  Helen 
M.j  Mrs,  Owen  Brown, “who  resides  at  Sterling,  Neb.; 
Eliza,  Mrs.  E.  Reve,  resides  in  Nebraska;  Harry  1),, 
a  farmer  in  Dakota,  and  Horace  M.,  who  is  engaged 
in  the  butcher’s  business  at  Byron,  this  State.  One 
son,  William  Wallace,  during  the  late  war  was  a 
member  |f  the  Thirty-seventh  Illinois  Infantry, 
and  died  of  smallpox  in  1863,  at  Brownsville, 
Tex. 

The  father  of  our  subject  departed  this  life  No¬ 
vember  4,  1891,  when  seventy-eight  year)  of  age. 
He  was  a  hard-working,  industrious  man;  and  by 
prudent  management,  accumulated  a  handsome 
property,  and  at  his  death  left  his  family  an  estate 
valued  at  110,000.  Our  subject  was  reared  on  the 
home  farm,  which  has  since  been  his  home.  He 
was  married,  in  1881,  to  Miss  Kittio  Brett,  of  White 
Water,  Wis.,  and  to  them  have  been  born  five  chil¬ 
dren,  namely  r  Maude  E.,  Harry,  Selalj,  LoRoy  and 
Floyd.  Mr.  Chamberlain  has  twenty  acres  of  ex¬ 
cellent  land  in  this  township,  and  one  hundred 
and  sixty  in  Dakota.  The  old  home  farm  was 
sold  by  his  father  to  a  Mr,  Hovoy:  In  social  mat¬ 
ters,  ho  is  a  member  of  the  Odd  Fellows,  and  has, 
adopted  the  political  views  of  the  Republican  party, 
being  active  in  promoting  its  success. 


8  HOMAS  J.  ATWOOD.  Although  the  life 
of  a  farmer  does  not  present  the  salient 
points  that  are  to  be  found  in  the  experience 
Of  a  city  resident,  it.  is  not  therefore  devoid  of  in¬ 
terest  nor  unworthy  of  being  preserved  in  a  volume 
of  this  nature.  Mr.  Atwood  spent  more  than  forty- 
two  years  in  the  quiet  and  consistent  performance 
of  tho  daily  duties  of  farm  life,  and  is  now  living  re¬ 
tired  in  the  village  of  Pccfttoniea,  where  his  public 
spirit  and  agreeable  manners  make  him  One  of  its 
most  honored  citizens.  Formerly  tho  owner  of  live 
hundred  acres  of  land,  he  has  given  his  son  eighty 
acres  and  rents  tho  remainder. 

Out1  subject  was  bom  June  14,  1818,  in  Bridge- 
water,  Windsor  County,  Yt.,  a  son  of  Thomas  and 


Cynthia  (Benson)  Atwood.  His  grandfathers  were 
both  valiant  soldiers  in  the  Revolutionary  War, 
and  splendid  types  of  our  Pilgrim  Fathers,  who 
acquired  independence  as  tillers  of  the  soil.  His 
parents  were  born  near  Plymouth  Rock,  Mass., 
and  made  their  home  in  that  State  until  they  were 
married.  Thence  they  removed  to  Bridgewater, 
Yt,,  where  the  father  purchased  a  farm  and  resided 
until  1837.  Afterward  he  made  his  home  iu  Rut¬ 
land,  Rutland  County.  Thence  he  went  to  the 
town  of  Stowe,  and  in  the  fall  of  1839  started 
for  the  Western  country,  driving  to  Buffalo  with  a 
four-horse  team,  where  he  embarked  on  a  steamer 
and  proceeded  to  Detroit,  Mich.  From  that  city 
he  came  overland  to  Winnebago  County,  whither 
his  son  Iiirrm  had  come  in  1837,  and  pur¬ 
chased  a  section  of  land. 

The  elder  Mr.  Atwood  lived  with  his  son  until 
the  year  1840,  when  he  purchased  a  farm  of  his 
own.  Ilis  wife,  who  was  born  June  13, 1783,  died 
July  29,  1846.  After  the  death  of  his  wife,  he 
went  to  live  with  his  son  Hiram,  where  his  demise 
occurred  October  28, 1849.  He  of  whom  we  write 
is  one  in  a  family  of  nine  children,  only  two  of 
"  whom  are  living.  He  remained  with  his  parents 
until  eighteen  years  of  age,  when  he  went  to  Rut¬ 
land,  Vt,  in  1836.  He  was  given  a  good  education, 
being  a  graduate  of  the  Rutland,  Yt,  Academy,  He 
had  only  been  in  school  two  months  and  a  half, 
however,  when  he  was  offered  a  school  to  teach, 
and  accepted  the  position.  After  having  been  thus 
engaged  three  months,  he  returned  to  the  Academy 
and  was  made  an  assistant  teacher,  graduating  when 
twenty-one  years  of  age.  Ilis  first  occupation  on 
leaving  school  was  in  keeping  books  and  collecting 
for  a  physician  with  whom  he  was  engaged  for  three 
months.  Ho  then  became  clerk  in  a  general  store, 
and  so  well  did  he  perform  the  duties  devolved 
upon  hhn  that  after  a  service  of  three  years  he  was 
Offered  the  position  of  junior  partner  in  the  firm. 

Mr.  Atwood,  however,  did  not  accept  the  posi¬ 
tion,  as  he  had  decided  to  come  West.  In  Septem¬ 
ber,  1841,  be  started  for  this  State,  being  accom¬ 
panied  as  far  as  Albany  by  a  friend  who  made  a 
trip  to  that  city  to  buy  a  stock  of  goods.  Our 
subject  tarried  long  enough  to  assist  him  in  making 
his  purchase  and  w«.^  offered  by  the  wholesale 
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Ho  of  whom  wo  write  is  one  in  a  family  of  four  | 
sons  and  six  daughters,  two  Of  whom  died  in  in¬ 
fancy.  Those  living  at  the  present  time  are  Helen 
M.*  Mrs.  Owen  Brown,  who  resides  at  Sterling,  Neb. ; 
Eliza,  Mrs.  E.  Rove,  resides  in  Nebraska;  Harry  D., 
a  farmer  in  Dakota,  and  Horace  M.,  who  is  engaged 
in  the  butcher's  business  at  Byron,  this  State.  One 
son,  William  Wallace,  during  the  late  war  was  a 
momber  (iff  the  Thirty-seventh  Illinois  Infantry, 
and  died  of  smallpox  in  1863,  at  Brownsville, 
Tex. 

The  father  of  our  subject  departed  this  life  No¬ 
vember  4,  1891,  when-  seventy-eight  years  of  age. 
He  was  a  hard-working,  industrious  man,;  and  by 
prudent  management,  accumulated  a  handsome 
property,  and  at  his  death  left  his  family  an  estate 
valued  at  $10,000.  Our  subject  was  reared  on  the 
home  farm,  which  has  since  been  his  home.  He 
was  married,  in  1881,  to  Miss  Kittie  Brett,  of  White 
Water,  Wis.,  and  to  them  have  been  born  five  chil¬ 
dren,  namely:  Maude  E.,  Harry,  Selah,  Leltoy  and 
Floyd.  Mr.  Chamberlain  has  twenty  acres  of  ex¬ 
cellent  laud  in  this  township,  and  one  hundred 
and  sixty  in  Dakota.  The  old  homo  farm  was 
sold  by  his  father  to  a  Mr.  IJovey.'  In  social  mat¬ 
ters,  hois  a  momber  of  the  Odd  Fellows,  and  has. 
adopted  the  political  views  of  the  Republican  party, 
being  active  in  promoting  its  success. 


5IIOMAS  J.  ATWOOD,  Although  the  life 
of  a  farmer  does  not  present  the  salient 
points  that  are  to  be  found  In  tlio  experience 
Of  a  city  resident,  it  is  not  therefore  devoid  of  in¬ 
terest  nor  unworthy  of  being  preserved  in  a  volume 
of  this  nature.  Mr.  Atwood  spout  more  than  forty- 
two  years  in  the  quiet  and  consistent  performance 
of  the  daily  duties  of  farm  life,  and  is  now  living  re¬ 
tired  in  the  village  of  Pecatoniea,  whero  his  public 
spirit  and  agreeable  manners  make  him  one  of  its 
most  honored  citizens.  Formerly  the  owner  of  five 
hundred  acres  Of  land,  he  has  given  his  son  eighty 
acros  and  rents  tho  remainder. 

Our  subject  was  born  June  14, 1818,  in  Bridge- 
water,  Windsor  County,  Yt.,  a  son  of  Thomas  and 


Cynthia  (Benson)  Atwood.  His  grandfathers  were 
both  valiant  soldiers  in  the  Revolutionary  War, 
and  splendid  types  of  our  Pilgrim  Fathers,  who 
acquired  independence  as  tillers  of  the  soil.  His 
parents  were  born  near  Plymouth  Rock,  Mass., 
and  made  *their  home  in  that  State  until  they  were 
married.  Thence  they  removed  to  Bridgewater, 
Yt,  where  the  father  purchased  a  farm  and  resided 
until  1837.  Afterward  he  made  his  home  in  Rut¬ 
land,  Rutland  County.  Thence  be  went  to  the 
town  of  Stowe,  and  in  the  fall  of  1839  started 
for  the  Western  country,  driving  to  Buffalo  with  a 
four-horse  team,  where  he  embarked  on  a  steamer 
and  proceeded  to  Detroit,  Mich.  From  that  city 
he  came  overland  to  Winnebago  County,  whither 
his  son  IliiTKi  had  come  in  1837,  and  pur¬ 
chased  a  section  of  land. 

The  elder  Mr.  Atwood  lived  With  his  son  until 
the  year  1840,  when  lie  purchased  a  farm  of  liis 
own.  His  wife,  who  was  born  June  13, 1783,  died 
July  29,  1846.  After  the  death  of  his  wife,  he 
went  to  live  with  his  son  Hiram,  where  his  demise 
occurred  October  28, 1849.  He  of  whom  we  write 
is  one  in  a  family  of  nine  children,  only  two  of 
Whom  are  living.  He  remained  with  his  parents 
until  eighteen  years  of  age,  when  he  went  to  Rut¬ 
land,  Vi,,  in  1836.  lie  was  given  a  good  education, 
being  a  graduate  of  the  Rutland,  Vt.,  Academy.  He 
had  only  been  in  school  two  months  and  a  half, 
however,  when  he  was  offered  a  school  to  teach, 
and  accepted  the  position.  After  having  been  thus 
eu gaged  three  months,  ho  returned  to  the  Academy 
and  was  made  an  assistant  teacher,  graduating  when 
twenty-one  years  of  age.  IBs  first  occupation  on 
leaving  school  was  in  keeping  books  and  collecting 
for  a  physician  with  whom  he  was  engaged  for  three 
months.  lie  then  became  clerk  in  a  general  store, 
and  so  well  did  lie  perforin  the  duties  devolved 
upon  him  that  after  a  service  of  three  years  he  was 
offered  the  position  of  junior  partner  in  the  firm. 

Mr,  Atwood,  however,  did  not  accept  the  posi¬ 
tion,  as  lie  had  decided  to  come  West.  In  Septem¬ 
ber,  1841,  ho  started  for  this  State,  being  accom¬ 
panied  as  far  as  Albany  by  a  friend  who  made  a 
trip  to  that  city  to  buy  a  stock  of  goods.  Our 
subject  tarried  long  enough  to  assist  him  in  making 
his  purchase  and  was  offered  by  the  wholesale 
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house  which  they  patronized  a  position  at  $(350 
per  year  and  board.  Refusing  this  as  ho  had  the 
previous  offer,  he  carried  out  his  desire  to  come  to 
Winnebago  County,  and  on  locating  hero  purchased 
a  claim  to  one-half  section  of  land  and  also  a  tim¬ 
ber  claim.  With  his  brother,  who  had  preceded 
him  hither,  he  succeeded  in  getting  out  enough 
logs  for  ten  thousand  rails,  in  the  winter  of  1841- 
42,  which  were  used  in  fencing  their  farms. 

May  4,  1847,  Mr.  Thomas  J.  Atwood  and  Miss 
Lois  C.  Cable  were  united  in  marriage.  The  lady 
was  born  November  19, 1826,  in  Litchfield  County, 
Conn.,  and  was  a  daughter  of  Ezra  S.  and  Pamolin 
(Fenn)  Cable.  To  them  have  been  born  six  chil¬ 
dren:  Albert  J,,  whose  birth  occurred  May  10, 
1849,  is  married  and  the  father  of  five  children; 
Emma  C.,  who  was  bom  September  13,  1855,  is 
married  and  has  seven  children.  The  remainder 
of  the  family  bear  the  respective  names  of  Rollin 
C.,  Ella  M.,  Ezra  C.  and  Henry  W.,  twins.  The 
father  of  Mrs.  Atwood  was  born  September  ,24, 
1797,  in  Litchfield  County,  Conn.,  and  died  on  his 
old  farm  in  this  county,  April  23,  1879.  He  was 
the  son  of  Abijah  and  Ruth  (Fairchild)  Cable,  the 
former  of  whom  was  born  August  13*  1775,  also  in 
Litchfield  County,  and  the  latter  June  7,  1769. 
Abijah  Cable  was  one  of  nine  sons  who  came  from 
England,  and  departed  this  life  April  13,  1825. 
c  His  wifh,  Ruth  Fairchild,  died  September  3,  1820. 
The  mother  of  Mrs.  Atwood  was  born  in  Litchfield 
County,  Conn.,  February  15, 1802,  and  died  in  this 
county,  January  3,  1888.  She  was  the  daughter 
of  Job  and  Lois  (Scott)  Fenn,  natives  respectively 
of  Connecticut  and  New  York.  The  father  died 
in  Litchfield  County,  Conn.,  while  Mrs.  Fenn  de¬ 
parted  this  life  April  3, 1854, in  Winnebago  County, 
being  eighty-four  years  of  age. 

Grandmother  Fenn  had  a  brother  named  Ezekiel 
,  Scott,  who  took  part  in  the  Revolutionary  War. 
The  father  of  Mrs.  Atwood  remained  at  home  until 
his  marriage,  January  1,  1826,  when  he  lived  for 
two  years  at  Stratford  Point,  Conn.  At  the  end 
of  that  time  his  father's  estate  was  divided  among 
the  children,  and,  going  West  to  Portage  County, 
Ohio,  in  the  spring  of  1828,  he  cleared  a  farm  and 
resided  until,  1837,  which  was  the  date  of  his  advent 
into  Winnebago  Coun  ty.  At  the  time  of  his  death, 


which  occurred  April  23, 1879,  he  was  the  owner  of 
four  hundred  and  eighty  acres  of  land.  In  politics, 
he  was  in  early  life  an  old-line  Whig,  later  an  Abo¬ 
litionist,  and  afterward  joining  tho  Republican 
ranks,  was  looked  upon  as  one  of  the  active  work¬ 
ers  of  that  party.  He  was  a  County  Commis¬ 
sioner  and  his  vote  decided  the  location  of  the 
present  court  house  in  Rockford.  He  filled  the 
office  three  or  four  terms  as  Supervisor  and  for  a 
number  of  years  was  Township  Trustee  and  a 
member  of  the  School  Board. 

Sooh  after  his  arrival  in  Winnebago  County,  in 
1841,  our  subject  located  on  tho  farm  which  re¬ 
mained  his  home  for  forty-two  and  one-half  years. 
In  December,  1841 ,  he  commenced  to  fence  Ins  land, 
and  during  1843  raised  his  first  crop,  which  con¬ 
sisted  of  fifty-five  acres  of  winter  wheat,  thirty-one 
acres  of  corn  and  twelve  of  oats.  The  wheat  crop 
was  hauled  to  Chicago  to  the  market,  there  being 
no  railroad  west  of  Buffalo,  N,  Y.,  at  that  early 
day. 

After  continuing  to  make  wheat  the  principal 
crop  for  a  few  years,  Mr.  Atwood  turned  his  atten¬ 
tion  to  corn  and  clover,  and  also  made  a  specialty 
of  stock-raising,  being  particularly  successful  in  rais¬ 
ing  draft  horses  and  Holstein  cattle,  and  his  in¬ 
come  from  horses  amounted  to  $1,000  per  year. 
For  his  horses  he  had  a  home  market;  fat  cattle 
were  driven  to  Chicago;  hogs  wero  fattened,  and 
killed  during  the, winter  months,  the  products  be¬ 
ing  hold  for  eight  or  nine  mouths  when  they  were 
hauled  to  Milwaukee  for  market  and  there  in¬ 
spected  by  the  City  Inspector.  They  brongh  t  good 
prices,  pork  being  On  an  average  $14  per  barrel; 
hams  $9,  shoulders  $7  and  lard  from  $9  to  $10  per 
hundred  pounds. 

Later  Mr.  Atwood  became  interested  m  raising 
sheep  and  for  a  number  of  years  kept  a  flock  of 
about  seven  hundred.  When  wool  declined  in 
price,  lie  fattened  and  shipped  tho  sheep  to  the  Chi¬ 
cago  market  and  in  1876  invested  in  Holstein  cattle. 
He  now  has  on  his  farm  about  one  hundred  iiead  of 
Holstein  cattle,  the  property  of  his  sou  Albert  J., 
who  rents  the  farm  of  his  father  and  continues  the 
stock-raising  business,  lu  1863-64,  Mr.  Atwood 
erected  on  his  farm  a  fine  residence  costing  $4,000 
and  a  substantial  barn,  which  cost  $1,000.  Fobru- 
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ary  11,  1886,  the  residence  was  burned  to  the 
ground,  and  in  just;  three  months  from  that  date  lie 
had  an  elegant  house  on  the  same  site,  completed- 
from  garret  to  cellar. 

In  his  political  belief,  Mr.  Atwood  was  a  Wing 
in  his  school-boy  days.  In  1840,  lie  voted  for 
William  Henry  Harrison  for  President,  and  from 
that  time  until  the  formation  of  the  'Republican 
party  in  1856,  voted  the  Abolition  ticket.  Both  in 
1860  and  1864,  he  cast  his  ballot  for  Abraham  Lin¬ 
coln  and  subsequently  voted  for  IJ.  S.  Grant  both 
times  that  he  was  nominated.  In  1884,  he  became 
a  Prohibitionist  and  lias  since  been  a  stanch  sup¬ 
porter  of  that  party,  representing  it  by  serving  six 
years  as  President  of  the  Pecatonica  Prohibition 
Club.  Since  the  organization  of  that  club  at  Pec- 
atonica,  in  1886,  he  has  served  as  its  delegate  to 
county  and  State  conventions  of  the  party.  He 
has  held  various  township  and  county  offices,  and 
for  one  year  was  Supervisor  and  member  of  the 
School  Board.  With  his  wi fe  lie  holds  membership 
in  the  Congregational  Church,  in  which  he  is  a 
Deacon.  He  is  a  man  of  sterling  attributes  and 
undaunted  energy,  and  it  affords  us  pleasure  to 
present  to  our  readers  bis  portrait  and  this  sketch  j 
of  his  lifo. 


*  *  ~  uuc  JVlJJtSL'ULCI 

Jsle.  He  was  born  in  County  Down,  in  March,  1828. 
Ilis  father,  Patrick  Rourko,  was  born  in  County 
Down,  and  when  a  young  man  entered  the  British 
Army,  serving  for  fourteen  years.  He  partici¬ 
pated  in  the  Indian  War  and  on  being  wounded 
was  honorably  discharged  and  granted  a  pension, 
He  then  settled  on  a  farm  in  County  Down,  where 
hp  Spont  tlie  ^"minder  of  his  days.  He  wedded 
Mary  McGammn,  who  also  spent  her  entire  life  in 
County  Down.  Four  of  their  children  came  to 
America:  Mary  Jamos,  John  and  Mathew. 

Our  subject  was  essentially  a  self-made  man.  Ho 
left  the  parental  roof  at  the  age  of  eleven  years 
and  since  that  time  has  made  his  own  way  in  the 


J  world>  rre  wont  to  Scotland  and  was  tli 

>  engaged  in  the  construction  of  railroads  in 

1852,  when  he  bade  good-bye  to  tlie  Old  Wo 
and  on  the  22d  of  April  sailed  from  Liverpool 
1  America.  The  vessel  was  shipwrecked  on 
coast  of  the  West  Indies  and  Sir.  Rourke  reman 
at  St.  Thomas  for  three  months,  when  lie  ag: 
embarked  on  the  same  vessel,  and  after  a  ti 
reached  New  York.  After  a  year  spent  in  t) 
vicinity,  lie  came  on  to  Illinois,  making  his  lioi 
in  Chicago  for  two  years,  when  he  came  to  Wi 
uifbago  County.  After  locating  here,  be  purchas 
acrcs  of  IaiKl  on  section  21 ,  Guilford  ToWrisli 
upon  which  a  log  house  had  been  built,  add  the 
began  farming. 

In  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  in  October,  1852,  If 
Rourke  was  joined  in  wedlock  with  Gather: ; 
Drake.  She  also  was  a  native  of  County  How 
Ireland,  and  there  her  father,  Patrick  Drake,  w 
born,  lie  married  Mary  Kellogg,  and  they  spe: 
their  entire  lives  in  the  county  of  tbeir  nativit 
Only  two  of  their  children  came  to  this  countr 
Mrs.  Eliza  McCamman,  who  settled  in  Paris  Ill 
and  Mrs.  Rourke  who  came  to  America  in’  ti 
same  ship  with  her  husband.  Our  subject's' unio 
has  been  blessed  with  seven  children,  who  are  y< 
living:  William,  May,  John,  James,  Lizzie,  Ilenr 
and  Frank.  They  also  lost  two  daughters,  Matti 
and  Catherine. 

During  tlie  late  war,  plv.  Rourke  enlisted  o 
the  9th  of  August,  1862,  as  a  member  of  Com 
pany  A,  Seven ty-fourth  Illinois  Infantry,  am 
served  until  after  peace  was  declared.  He  p'artic 
ipated  m  a  number  of  important  engagements 
including  tlie  battles  of  Perry ville,  Stone  Rivir 
Chickamauga,  Mission  Ridge,  Resaca,  Poach  Tie. 
Creek,  tlie  siege  and  capture  of  Atlanta,  Franldir 
and  Nashville.  He  was  honorably  discharged  or 
the  10th  of  June,  1865,  after  about  three  years  o! 
faithful  service. 

Not  long  after  his  return  home,  Mr.  Roorkt 
sold  his  farm  on  section  21,  and  bought  where  he 
now  resides.  It  was  at  one  time  a  tract  of  timber 
land,  but  he  has  transformed  it  into  a  fertile  farm 
and  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  highly  cultL 
vated  land  now  pay  tribute  to  his  care°and  culti¬ 
vation.  His  farm  is  complete  in  all  its  appoint- 
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ary  11,  188(5,  the  residence  was  burned  to  the 
ground,  and  in  just  three  months  from  that  date  he 
had  an  elegant  house  on  the  same  site,  completed''-! 
from  garret  to  cellar. 

In  his  political  belief,  Mr.  Atwood  was  a  Whig 
in  his  school-boy  days.  In  1840,  lie  voted  for 
‘William  Henry  Harrison  for  President,  and  from 
that  time  until  the  formation  of  the  'Republican 
party  in  1856,  voted  the  Abolition  ticket.  Both  in 
1860  and  1864,  he  cast  his  ballot  for  Abraham  Lin¬ 
coln  and  subsequently  voted  for  0.  S.  Grant  both 
times  that  he  was  nominated.  Xn  1884,  he  became 
a  Prohibitionist  and  has  since  been  a  stanch  sup¬ 
porter  of  that  party,  representing  it  by  serving  six 
years  ns  President  of  the  Pccatonicn  Prohibition 
Club.  Since  the  organization  of  that  club  at  Pec- 
atonica,  in  1886,  ho  has  served  as  its  delegate  to 
county  and  State  conventions  of  the  party.  He 
has  held  various  township  and  county  oflices,  and 
for  one  year  was  Supervisor  and  member  of  the 
School  Board.  With  his  wife  he  holds  membership 
in  the  Congregational  Church,  in  which  he  is  a 
Deacon,  He  is  a  man  of  sterling  attributes  and 
undaunted  energy,  and  it  affords  us  pleasure  to 
present  to  our  readers  his  portrait  and  this  sketch 
of  his  life, 

ATI1EW  ROURKE,  who  owns  and  oper¬ 
ates  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land 
i  on  section  14,  Guilford  Township,  Winne¬ 
bago  County,  is  a  native  of  the  Emerald 
Isle.  He  was  born  in  County  Down,  in  March,  1828. 
His  father,  Patrick  Rourke,  was  born  in  County 
Down,  and  when  a  young*  man  entered  the  British 
Army,  serving  for  fourteen  years.  He  partici¬ 
pated  in  the  Indian  War  and  on  being  wounded 
was  honorably  discharged  and  granted  a  pension. 
He  then  settled  on  a  farm  in  County  Down,  where 
spent  the  remainder  of  his  days.  He  wedded 
Mary  McGannan,  who  also  spent  her  entire  life  in 
County  Down.  Four  of  their  children  came  to 
America:  Mary  James,  John  and  Matliow. 

Our  subject  was  essentially  a  self-made  man.  Ho 
left  the  parental  roof  at  the  age  of  eleven  .years 
and  since  that  time  has  made  his  own  way  in  tho 


world.  He  went  to  Scotland  and  was  there 
^engaged  in  the  construction  of  railroads  until 
V'852,  when  he  bade  good-bye  to  the  Old  World 
and  on  the  22d  of  April  sailed  from  Liverpool  to 
i‘  America.  The  vessel  was  shipwrecked  on  the 
coastof  the  West  Indies  and  Mr.  Rourke  remained 
at  St.  Thomas  for  three  months,  when  he  again 
embarked  on  the  same  vessel,  and  after  a  time 
reached  New  York.  After  a  .year  spent  in  that 
vicinity,  he  came  on  to  Illinois,  making  his  home 
in  Chicago  for  two  years,  when  he  came  to  Win¬ 
nebago  County.  After  locating  here,  lie  purchased 
ff  ve  acres  of  laud  on  section  21 ,  Guilford  Township, 
upon  which  a  log  house  had  been  built,  arid  there 
began  farming. 

In  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  in  October,  1852,  Mr. 
Rourke  was  joined  in  wedlock  with  Catherine 
Drake.  She  also  was  a  native  of  County  Down, 
Ireland,  and  there  her  father,  Patrick  Drake,  was 
born.  He  married  Mary  Kellogg,  and  they  spent 
their  entire  lives  in  the  county  of  their  nativity. 
Only  two  of  their  children  came  to  this  country: 
Mrs.  Eliza  MoCamman,  who  settled  in  Paris,  III.; 
and  Mrs.  Rourke  who  came  to  America  in  the 
same  ship  with  her  husband.  Our  subject’s  union 
has  been  blessed  with  seven  children,  who  are  yet 
living:  William,  May,  John,  James,  Lizzie,  Henry 
and  Frank.  They  also  lost  two  daughters,  Mattie 
and  Catherine. 

During  the  late  war,  pLx.  Rourke  enlisted  on 
the  9th  of  August,  1862,  as  a  member  of  Com¬ 
pany  A,  Seven ty-fonrth  Illinois  Infantry,  and 
served  until  after  peace  was  declared.  lie  partic¬ 
ipated  m  a  number  of  important  engagements, 
including  the  battles  Of  Perry  ville,  Stone  River, 
Chickamauga,  Mission  Ridge,  Resaca,  Peach  Tree 
Greek,  the  siege  and  capture  of  Atlanta,  Franklin 
and  Nashville.  He  was  honorably  discharged  on 
the  10th  of  June,  1865,  after  about  three  years  of 
faithfiil  service. 

Not  long  after  his  return  home,  Mr.  Rourke 
sold  his  farm  on  section  21,  and  bought  where  he 
now  resides.  It  was  at  one  time  a  tract  of  timber 
land,  but  he  has  transformed  it  into  a  fertile  farm, 
and  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  highly  culti¬ 
vated  land  now  pay  tribute  to  his  care  and  culti¬ 
vation.  His  farm  is  complete  in  all  its  appoint- 
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mcnts.  The  fields  are  well  tilled  ajjifl  good  build¬ 
ings  stand  as  monuments  to  his  tlm&r-'and  entoiv 
prise,  Mr.  Ronrke  and  his  family  are  members  of 
St.  James  Catholic  Church.  Jle  has  led  a  busy 
"  and  useful  life  and  by  the  exercise  of  good  busi¬ 
ness  ability,  industry  and  enterprise,  lie  hp  gained 
a  comfortable  property.  "  'f 


JOHN  HENSLEY,  who  is  engaged  in  farm¬ 
ing  in  Cherry  Valley  Township,  Winnebago 
County,  claims  Pennsylvania  as  the  State  of 
his  nativity.  lie  was  born  in  November, 
1830,  and  is  a  son  of  Adam  and  Anna  (Irnpson) 
JBenslcy.  His  paternal  grandfather,  Israel  Hensley, 
died  in  middle  life,  leaving  but  one  child,  Adam. 
The  maternal  grandfather  was  a  Revolutionary 
soldier,  and  died  in  New  York  at  a  ripe  old  age. 
Our  subject  was  one  of  eleven  children,  three  sons 
and  eight  daughters,  who  grow  to  mature  years, 
and  with  one  exception  all  are  heads  of  families. 

John  Bensiey  was  the  youngest  of  this  family, 
and  at  the  age  of  sixty-two  years  now  has  live 
surviving  brothers  and  sisters.  He  acquired  his 
education  in  the  district  schools,  and  at  the  ago 
of  twenty-three  went  from  Pennsylvania  to  Catta¬ 
raugus,  Ni-Y.  In  the  autumn  of  1855,  he  left  the 
Empire  State  and  emigrated  to  Rockford  with  the 
hope  of  bettering  liis  financial  condition  by  re¬ 
moving  to  the  broad  prairies  of  the  West.  About 
two  years  later,  on  the  20th  of  July  1857,  ho  was 
joined  in  wedlock  with  Maria  Davis,  daughter  Of 
Benjamin  II.  Davis,  who  was  boru  in  the  Mohawk 
Flats,  where  later  lie  and  his  wife  began  their  do¬ 
mestic  life.  He  was  a  carpenter  and  builder  and  was 
the  builder,  owner  and  captain  of  the  first  !j no  boat- 
on  the  Erie  Canal.  To  that  business  he  devoted 
his  energies  for  a  number  of  years  and  laid  the 
foundation  for  iiis  future  success.  In  183(5,  lie  re¬ 
moved  with  his  family  to  New  York,  after  which 
he  wont  to  Waverly,  Tioga  County,  at  which  time 
Mrs.  Bensiey  was  an  infant.  They  had  a  family  of 
three  children  who  lived  to  bo  grown,  two  sons 
and  a  daughter.  They  also  lost  one  son,  John, 
who  was  drowned  when  a  child. 

In  the  spring  of  1857,  Mr.  Davis  came  to  Win¬ 


nebago  County,  and  settled  on  the  west  side  of 
Rock  Riyor  in  Rockford.  Ho  engaged  in  con¬ 
tracting  |?n  the  construction  of  the  Erie  Railroad 
and  gavoytho  site  for  the  depot,  llo  left  behind 
him  many',  other  evidences  of  his  thrift  and  enter¬ 
prise.  Many  buildings  of  the  city  were  erected 
by  him,  including  one  of  the  oldost  blocks,  which 
bears  hishaine.  His  death  occurred  in  May,  1872, 
and  his  wife  departed  this  life  in  1870,  at  the  age 
or  sixty-n ino  years.  They  have  one-  son  Still  liv¬ 
ing,  Angus  Davis,  a  resident  of  Bradford  County, 
Pa„  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bensiey  have  Imd  two  children: 
Eva,  who  is  yet  at  home  and  Benjamin  who  died 

in  infauoy* 

Mr.  Bensiey  has  had  a  varied  experience  in  life, 
but  farming  has  boon  his  chief  occupation  ami  ho 
now  devotes  Ins  time  and  attention  to  that  line  of 
work  in  Cherry  Valley  Township,  where  lie  owns 
eighty  acres  of  laud  which  yield  to  lum  a  golden 
tribute.  It  has  been  his  homo  since  1889,  and  is  a 
well-improved  farm. 


ftp*  LTAKIM  S.  BARTHOLOMEW,  an  ontorpris- 
jiU,  ing  and  intelligent  farmer  of  Harlem  Town- 
ship,  Winnebago  County,  residing  on  section 
86.  claims  Now  York  a3  the  State  of  his  nativity. 
He.  was  born  in  Annsville,  Oneida  County,  on  the 
18th  of  April,  182(5.  The  family  is  of  Scotch  ori¬ 
gin,  and  was  founded  in  this  oountiy  by  Ehene/,011 
Bartholomew,  grandfather  of  our  subject,  who  was 
born  in  Scotland  and  emigrated  to  America,  set¬ 
tling  in  Connecticut,  where  he  spent  the  remainder 
of  his  life.  The  father  of  our  subject,  Ebon  Bar¬ 
tholomew,  was  a  native  of  Wolcott,  Conn.,  and 
was  there  reared  and  married,  the  lady  of  his 
choice  being  Anna  Simonds,  who  was  born  in 
Vermont,  and  is  a  daughter  of  Eliakim  Simonds. 
From  Connecticut,  Mr.  Bartholomew  and  Ids  wife 
removed  to  Annsvillo,  Oneida  County,  N.Y.,  where 
his  death  occurred  in  1832.  lie  was  quite  a  prom¬ 
inent  citizen  of  that  community,  and  served  as 
County  Sheriff.  His  widow  afterwards  became  the 
wife  of  David  Ilurlburt,  and,  the  year  1817  wit- 
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ncsscd  her  arrival  in  Harlotn  Township,  Winne¬ 
bago  County,  Ill.,  where  she  spent  her  last  clays. 

The  subject'  of  this  sketch  was  only  six  years  of 
age  when  his  father  died.  He  remained  with  his 
mother  until  1843,  and  then  came  to  Illinois  by 
way  of  the  Erie  Canal  and  the  Lakes  to  Chicago, 
and  by  team  to  this  county,  which  he  found  to  be 
a  sparsely  settled  region.  There  were  no  railroads, 
the  nearest  markets  being  Chicago  aud  Milwaukee, 
and  the  work  of  civilization  and  progress  seemed 
scarcely  begun.  Mr.  Bartholomew  began  life  in 
the  West  as  a  farm  hand,  working  for  his  grand¬ 
father  Simonds  three  years,  after  which  he  rented 
the  land  upon  which  he  now  resides.  In  1847,  he 
went  to  Joliet,  where  he  spent  a  year,  after  which 
he  returned  to  this  county,  where  he  has  made  his 
home  continuously  since,  and  during  nearly  the 
entire  time  his  present  farm  has  been  his  home,  It 
is  a  well-developed  tract  of  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  on  section  36,  Harlem  Township.  The  land 
is  very  valuable,  the  rich  and  fertile  fields  yield 
him  a  golden  tribute,  and  the  improvements  upon 
his  farm  are  among  the  best  in  the  township. 

On  the  15th  of  Novomber,  1848,  Mr.  Bartholo¬ 
mew  was  united  in  marriage  with  Louisa  L. 
Atwood,  who  was  born  in  Middlefiold,  Berkshire 
County,  Mass,,  and  is  a  daughter  of  Phinens  and 
Huldft  (Haskell)  Atwood,  who  are  mentioned  fully 
in  the  sketch  of  David  Atwood,  on  another  page 
of  this  work.  Three  children  have  been  born  unto 
our  subject  and  his  wife:  Jay  F.,  who  married 
Belle  Hart,  by  whom  he  has  one  daughter,  Alice; 
Jennie,  who  wedded  Monroe  Clark,  and  has  one 
son,  Arthur,  and  Fred,  who  completes  the  family. 

Mr.  Bartholomew  is  a  charter  member  of  Har¬ 
mony  Grange  No.  957,  and  has  been  a  member  of 
the  County  Agricultural  .Society  since  its  organi¬ 
zation.  For  twenty  years  lie  has  been  one  of  the 
ollieors  of  that  society,  serving  for  about  ball’  of 
that  time  as  General  Superintendent.  He  is  Past 
Master  of  Rockford  Lodge  No.  102,  A.  F.  &  A.  M., 
and  is  a  member  of  Winnebago  Chapter  No.  24,  R. 
A,  M.;  Crusader  Commandery  No.  17,  K.  T.,  and 
of  the  Old  Settlers’  Society,  of  this  county.  In  his 
youth  lie  had  no  special  advantages,  but  lias  made 
the  most  of  his  opportunities,  and  is  now  a  well- 
informed  old  gentleman,  highly  respected  by  all 


Who  know  him  and  very  popular  with  his  friends. 
Tie  has  long  been  identified  with  the  history  of 
Winnebago  County,  and  has  borne  his  share  in  its 
upbuilding  and  advancement.  His  duties  of  citi¬ 
zenship  are  ever  faithfully  performed,  and  he  cer¬ 
tainly  is  well  deserving  of  representation  in  this 
volume. 


IIARLES  M.  HULDT,  a  popular  Swede,  do., 
ing  business  as  a  pattern-maker  for  the 

^,1  Utter  Manufacturing  Company,  has  been 
engaged  in  this  connection  for  many  years  and  is 
one  of  the  most  reliable,  industrious  men  in  the 
employ  of  the  company.  He  came  to  Rockford 
in  1868,  and  has  since  been  connected  with  the 
business  interests  of  the  city.  He  was  one  of  the 
stockholders  of  the  Central  Furniture  Company, 
and  is  also  connected  with  other  enterprises.  His 
pleasant  home  is  located  on  the  corner  of  Second 
Avenue  and  Sixth  Street.  He  1ms  been  a  me¬ 
chanic  all  his  life  aud  was  a  blacksmith  in  his  na¬ 
tive  country,  where  he  also"  owned  a  farm  and 
followed  agricultural  pursuits  in  connection  with 
his  trade. 

However,  Mr.  IJuidt  has  spent,  the  most  of  his 
life  as  a  pattern-maker,  and  at  this  he  is  very 
skillful.  To  show  that  his  work  is  appreciated, 
and  that  ho  excels  In  his  line  of  business,  it  may 
be  stated  that  in  a  contest  at  Rockford  he  received 
the  largest  number  of  votes  east  by  the  people  as 
being  the  most  popular  wage-worke*1  in  the  city. 
This  entitled  him  to  a  free  trip  to  his  native  land, 
and  it  is  hardly  necessary  to  add  that  he  enjoyed 
his  visit  and  appreciated  the  kindness  of  his 
friends. 

Mr.  lluldt  was  originally  from  Kalmar  Lan, 
Smoluud  Province,  Sweden,  born  March  23,  1835, 
and,  as  lie  grew  to  manhood,  learned  his  trade, 
which  he  followed  until,  coming  to  the  United 
States.  He  is  the  first  of  his  kinsmen  to  come  to 
America.  Ills  father,  Nels  P.  Carlson,  is  still  re¬ 
siding  in  Sweden  and  is  now  eighty-six  years  of 
age.  The  latter  followed  farming  during  his  en¬ 
tire  active  life,  but,  in  addition,  was  also  engaged 
in  blacksmithing.  His  mother  li  ved  to  be  ninety- 
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two.  years  of’  age,  and  his  father  nearly  ninety. 
AH  the  old  stock  were  members  of  the  Swedish 
Lutheran  Church. 

Since  his  residence  in  this  country,  Mr.  Huldt 
has  had  brothers  and  sisters  emigrate  hither,  and 
they  are  now  living  in  the  West  and  are  all  mar- 
lied.  He  himself  was  married  in  his  native  province 
to' Miss  Ullrica  G.  Carlson,  who  was  born  April 
17,  1885,  and  whose  parents,  Carl  and  Anna  G. 
(Hemingson)  Johnson,  were  also  natives  of  that 
Province,  passing  their  entire  lives  there.  Hor 
father  was  a  farmer.  Mrs.  Huldt  has  one  brother 
in  this  country,  now  a  resident  of  Omaha,  Neb. 

Six  children  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Huldt:  Carl  A.,  a  farmer  of  Jackson  County, 
Minn,,  married  Miss  Tilda  Nelson,  of  Rockford, 
and  they  have  three  children:  Maude,  Edith  and 
PI  or  once;  Sophia  became  the  wife  of  Charles  Nel¬ 
son,  a  machinist  for  W.  F.  and  John  Barnes’  Man¬ 
ufacturing  Company,  Rockford,  and  has  one  child, 
Rube  E.;  Amanda  C.  married  Albert  Ilollem,  of 
whom  see  sketch  in  another  part  of  this  work; 
John  E.  resides  in  Rockford  and  is  foreman  carver 
of  a  furniture  factory.  Of  his  marriage  have  been 
born  four  children:  Ralph,  Ebon,  Daisy  and  Stan¬ 
ley.  Hattie  L.,  educated  in  the  business  college, 
is  book-keeper  for  Withrow  &  Baird,  dry-goods 
merchants;  Jennie  L.  is  at  home,  and  is  being  edu¬ 
cated  in  the  city  schools. 

In  politics,  Mr.  Huldt  is  a  stanch  Republican. 
Socially,  he  is  a  prominent  Mason,  having  occu¬ 
pied  all  the  offices  of  the  Blue  Lodge  No.  102, 
and  has  been  Worshipful  Master  for  two  years. 
He  is  also  a  member  of  Winnebago  Chapter  No. 
24,  has  filled  a  number  of  the  chairs,  and  is  a 
member  of  the  Crusader  Commandery  No.  17.  His 
portrait  is  shown  in  this  connection. 

VILLIAM  BUSKE.  With  the  rapid  and 
steady  advance  of  the  city  of  Rockford, 
Wi£ii  the  continual  increase  in  her  build¬ 
ing  operations,  the  trade  of  a  mason-contractor  is 
one  of  primary  importance,  and  is  one  on  which 
the  first  step  of  progress  is  dependent.  To  be  a 
good  mason  requires  years  of  experience,  and  Mr. 


Busko  has  had  this.  He  has  done  some  fine  con¬ 
tracting  work  for  leading  business  houses,  includ¬ 
ing  the  Rockford  Opera  House,  the  Rockford 
Burial  Case  Works,  the  foundation  for  the  Young 
Men’s  Christian  Association  building,  the  Forest 
City  Knitting  Company’s  large  establishment  and 
two  large  stone  banking  buildings  for  Gilbert 
Woodruff,  and  has  now  under  contract  two  large 
school  houses,  the  Brown  and  Montague  school 
buildings. 

Mr.  Busko  came  to  this  city  in  1868,  and  was 
engaged  in  journeyman  work  for  some  time.  Ilo 
built  the  jail  of  this  place  and  then  went  to  Chi¬ 
cago,  just  after  the  great  fire  of  1871,  and  was  en¬ 
gaged  in  following  his  trade  at  that  place  for  two 
years.  Returning  to  Rockford,  ho  has  since  been 
actively  engaged  in  kcontracting,  and,  besides  the 
above-mentioned  buildings,  there  are  the  Emerson 
&  Talcott  power-house,  the  large  Germania  Ilall, 
besides  many  private  buildings  which  ho  has 
erected.  He  owns  a  good  business  house  at  No. 
505  West  State  Street,  and  a  very  lino  brick  resi¬ 
dence  at  No.  712  Elm  Street,  besides  other  property 
in  the  city. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Farm  man,  Prussia,  on 
Ihc  20th  of  March,  1841,  and  was  the  first  of  the 
family  to  take  up  his  residence  in  this  country.  He 
took  passage  on  the  vessel  “Schiller,”  and  landed 
in  Baltimore  on  the  2d  of  July.  Six  mouths  later, 
he  came  on  to  Rockford,  being  obliged  to  tarry 
long  enough  in  the  former  city  to  earn  the  money 
to  bring  him  to  this.  He  has  been  so  successful 
since  his  residence  in  Rockford  that  his  brother 
Albert  came  over,  and  is  now  running  the  render¬ 
ing  works  Of  this  city.  Tho  hitler  was  married  in 
his  native  country  and  brought  his  wife  with  him. 

The  parents  of  these  children  passed  their  entire 
lives  in  their  native  country,  .Prussia,  and  the 
father  was  a  wagon-maker  by  trade.  Ho  was  a 
hardworking,  industrious  man,  and  lived  to  be 
eighty-four  years  of  age.  His  wifo  died  in  1889, 
When  seventy-two  years  of  age.  Both  were  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Lutheran  Church. 

Our  subject  was  married  in  his  native  province 
two  weeks  before  he  came  to  America,  and  selected 
as  his  wife  Miss  Henrietta  Herbert,  who  was  also  a 
native  of  Prussia.  .Her  father,  August  Ilofbort,  was 
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the  owner  of  a  large  farm,  and  was  a  very  success¬ 
ful  tiller  of  the  soii.  He  and  his  wife  passed  their 
entire  lives  in  Prussia,  lived  to  be  Old  people,  and 
were  worthy  members  of  the  Lutheran  Church. 
One  of  their  daughters,  Mrs.  Ercdrica  Gau,  a 
widow*  resides  at  156  Union  Street,  Chicago,  and 
runs  a  milk  depot. 

Nine  children  have  blessed  the  union  of  our 
subject  and  wife,  and  are  named  as  follows :  Adolph, 
a  plumber  and  tinner  of  the  linn  of  Roger  & 
Buske;  Louie,  now  in  the  employ  of  a  telephone  com¬ 
pany  in  Muskegon,  Mich.;  Anna,  a  seamstress;  Eda, 
William,  Hattie,  Clara,  Walter  and  Richard,  all  but 
one  at  home,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Buske  are  possessed  of 
all  those  characteristics  that  make  the  people  of 
Germany  so  successful  in  their  different  occupa¬ 
tions,  and  are  surrounded  by  many  warm  friends. 
Mr.  Buske  served  his  native  country  in  the  regu¬ 
lar  army,  and  from  1861  to  i860  was  in  the  re¬ 
bellion  against  Austria,  participating  in  some  of 
the  principal  butties.  lie  leans  toward  the  Repub¬ 
lican  party  in  his  political  views. 


figjLANSON  STEWARD  is  eminently  a  sclf- 
made  man,  and  is  a  fine  type  of  the  class 
Hi  (is  who,  in  building  up  their  own  fortunes) 
||j )  have  been  important  factors  in  securing 

the  prosperity  and  promoting  the  growth  of  their 
Shite,  county  and  township.  Mr.  Steward  came  to 
this  county  more  than  forty  years  ago,  a  poor  boy 
with  scarcely  a  dollar  that  he  could  call  his  own, 
yet  to-day  ho  is  numbered  among  the  men  of 
wealth  in  this,  part  of  the  State,  For  many  years 
he  has  been  actively  engaged  in  agricultural  pur¬ 
suits  and  owns  one  of  the  largest  and  most  valua¬ 
ble  farms  in  the  county,  which  is  divided  into  four 
parts,  and  includes  a  magnificent  tract  of  one 
thousand  acres.  It  is  exceptionally  improved, 
under  perfect  management,  and  is  fitted  with  all 
the  modern  conveniences  in  the  way  of  buildings 
and  machinery. 

Alanson  Steward  was  born  in  that  part  of  London 


District  now  included  in  Elgin  County,  Province 
of  Ontario,  Canada,  February  20, 1 828.  His  father, 


William  Steward,  was  born  in  the  Niagara  District 
of  Ontario,  and  of  Scotch  ancestry.  He  learned 
the  trade  of  a  carpenter  and  joiner,  and  went  to 
London  District  when  a  young  man,  where  lie  was 
one  of  the  pioneers  in  what  is  now  Elgin  County. 
Securing  a  tract  of  Government  land  which  was 
heavily  timbered,  lie  cleared  liis  acreage  and  erected 
thereon  a  log  house,  in  which  our  subject  was  born. 
There  was  no  sawed  lumber  used  in  the  house,  and 
the  chimney  was  built  of  sticks,  with  mud  on  the 
outside.  There  were  no  convenient  markets  for 
some  time,  and  the  products  of  the  farm  provided 
the  family  with  the  necessaries  of  life.  The  chil¬ 
dren  of  the  family  were  dressed  in  homespun  ma¬ 
terial,  which  the  mother  carded,  spun  and  wove. 

The  father  of  our  subject  worked  at  his  trade 
the  greater  part  of  the  time  until  1846,  when,  with 
hi$  wife  and  seven  children,  he  came  to  Illinois, 
making  the  journey  overland  with  learns,  and  cook¬ 
ing  and  camping  by  the  wayside.  The  two  young¬ 
est  children  were  born  in  this  county,  one  having 
died  in  Canada.  There  were  ten  children.  On 
liis  arrival  in  Winnebago  County,  Mr.  Steward  set¬ 
tled  on  what  is  now  Owen  Township,  purchasing  a 
tract  of  wild  prairie  land  on  section  15.  There 
being  no  bouse  on  the  place,  he  rented  a  cabin,  in 
which  ho  resided  until  the  spring  of  1847,  in  the 
meantime  erecting  a  comfortable  structure  on  his 
new  farm.  His  wife  bore  the  maiden  name  of  So¬ 
phia  Long.  She  was  bom  in  the  neighborhood  of 
Sitncoe,  Canada,  and  was  the  daughter  of  Abraham 
Long,  of  German  ancestry.  Site  departed  this  life 
at  the  old  homo  farm, 

Alanson  Steward  was  a  lad  of  thirteen  years 
when  he  came  to  Illinois  with  his  parents,  and  as 
there  wqre  no  railroads  here  for  some  time  there¬ 
after,  he  hauled  the  products  of  tile  farm  to  the 
Chicago  market,  which  was  one  hundred  miles 
away.  Our  subject  continued  to  reside  with  his 
parents  until  1854,  when  he  went  to  California, 
via  New  York  and  the  Isthmus  of  Panama.  He 
was  there  employed  on  a  farm  in  Monterey  County 
for  a  twelvemonth,  then  went  to  Coos  County, 
Ore.,  and  was  employed  in  the  lumber  woods  for  a 
like  period.  Returning  home  at  the  expiration  of 
that  time,  Mr.  Steward  again  engaged  in  farming 
with  bis  brother  on  the  old  homestead.  Four  years 
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later,  he  purchased  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of 
land  where  he  now  resides,  eight  acres  of  which 
were  broken,  but  which  contained  no  other  im¬ 
provements.  He  erected  thereon  a  fine  set  of  frame 
buildings,  planted  fruit  and  shade  trees,  and  other¬ 
wise  improved  the  farm.  Ilis  acreage  at  the  pres¬ 
ent  time  hicludcs  nine  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of 
prairio  land,  besid^forty  acres  of  timber  in  Hand- 
son.  Township.  ^ 

The  day  and  year  on  which  our  subject  was  uni¬ 
ted  in  marriage  to  Miss  Malinda  Welton  was  June 
18,  1856.  The  lady  was  bom  in  Elgin  County, 
Ontario,  Canada,  and  was  the  daughter  of  John 
and  Christiana  (Bavstido)  Welter,  on  the  father  s 
side  of  the  house,  natives  of  Pennsylvania  and  of 
German  ancestry.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Steward  have 
been  born  ten  children,  viz.:  Elia  S.,  Nelson  F., 
William  J.,  Mary  A.,  Hattie  M.,  Alanson  G.,  James 
E.,  Charles  A.,  Nora  B.,  and  Bird.  Mrs.  Steward 
is  a  member  in  good  standing  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  and,  in  politics,  her  husband  is  a 
stanch  Republican. 


his  arrival  in  Boone  County,  he  had  $10  worth  of 
leather  and  $5  in  Canadian  money,  which  was 
positively  worthless.  He  made  a  claim  to  a  tract  of 
Government  land  on  section  28,  Calodonia  Town¬ 
ship,  which  is  now  occupied  by  his  son  John, 
Many  people  who,  like  himself,  were  too  poor  to 
enter  their  land,  wore  holding  their  claims  in  the 
vicinity,  while  those  who  had  money  were  entering 
good  claims,  regardless  of  the  fact  that  they  were 
occupied,  Mr.  Henderson  gave  a  gentleman  to 
understand  it  would  not  be  safe  for  him  to  entor 
his  claim  and  so  was  unmolested.  He  borrowed  the 
money  to  pay  for  his  property  for  which  ho  was 
taxed  fifty-nine  per  cent,  interest.  The  corn  which 
he  raised  on  his  place  he  shelled  by  hand,  and  was 
only  able  to  get  twelve  and  a  half  cents  a  bushel  for 
it,  and  in  this  way  ho  paid  the  interest  On  the  bor¬ 
rowed  money.  Wheat,  which  sold  at  from  fifty  to 
sixty-two  and  a  half  cents  a  bushel  when  hauled  to 
Chicago  and  twenty-five  cents  at  home,  paid  off 
the  principal,  and  thus  by  good  management  and 
perseverance,  Mr.  Henderson  accumulated  a  fairy 
competency.  He  died  on  the  old  home  farm  August 
26,  1874,  when  ninety-one  years  and  ten  months 


ROBERT  HENDERSON.  This  prominent 
resident  of  the  farming  community  of 
Boone  County  is  at  present  residing  in  a 
yv^j)  pleasant  home  on  section  21,  Caledonia 
Township,  where  lie  has  an  estate  which  bears  evi¬ 
dence  of  the  enterprise  and  progressivencss  of  its 
owner.  He  was  born  in  Argylesliiro,  Scotland, 
November  12,  1832,  and  is  the  son  of  Lionel  Hen¬ 
derson,  who  was  also  born  in  that  country.  I  ho 
grandfather  of  our  subject,  Archie  Henderson,  and 
his  wife  spent  their  entire  lives  in  Scotland,  where 
they  were  well-to-do  people.  e 

Lionel  Henderson  was  reared  and  educated  in  his 
native  shire  and  was  trained  in  early  life  to  agri¬ 
cultural  pursuits.  He  resided  there  until  1841, 
then,  in  company  with  his  wife  and  two  children, 
set  sail  from  Glasgow  and  landed  in  Quebec, 
whence  he  went  directljjr  to  Gananoquc.  Mr. 
Henderson  remained  in  Canada  for  two  years,  and 
as  he  was  very  poor  and  the  times  exceedingly 
hard,  he  saw  little  chance  of  bettering  his  condition 
in  the  Dominion  and  in  1843  came  to  Illinois.  On 


of  age. 

The  maiden  name  of  the  mother  of  our  subject 
was  Margaret  Ralston,  who  departed  this  life  April 
26,  1878,  when  eighty-four  years  of  age.  She  was 
a  daughter  of  John  and  Belle  (Brown)  Ralston 
and  became  the  mother  of  two  children,  John  and 
Robert.  The  parents  of  our  subject  were  both 
members  of  the  Willow  Creek  Presbyterian  Church. 
The  father  first  voted  with  the  Democratic  party, 
but  being  opposed  to  the  extension  of  slavery,  on 
the  formation  of  the  Republican  party  voted  for  its 
candidates. 

Robert  Henderson  was  a  lad  of  eleven  years  when 
he  came  to  Illinois  with  his  parents,  and  acquired 
a  good  knowledge  of  the  English  language  in  tlie 
log  schoolhouse  of  that  early  day.  On  his  arrival 
in  Illinois,  he  worked  out  on  farms  during  the  sum¬ 
mer  months,  for  which  ho  received  $6  per  month 
and  board.  When  not  otherwise  employed,  ho  as¬ 
sisted  his  father  in  conducting  the  farm  and  drove 
the  ox-team  to  Chicago  to  market  their  grain.  In 
1859,  our  subject  caught  the  gold  fever  and  started 
overland  to  Pike’s  Peak.  Crossing  the  Mississippi 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


587 


llivcr  at  Fulton  and  Missouri  River  at  Omaha,  Mr. 
Henderson  journeyed  to  Ft.  Kearnej'  where  he  met 
relatives  who  were  returning  and  who  gave  such  i 
discouraging  reports  that  he  concluded  to  turn 
about  and  return  home. 

In  1882,  he  of  whom  wo  write  and  Miss  Ellen 
Ralston  were  united  in  marriage.  The  lady  was 
born  in  Watertown,  Washington  County,  Ohio, 
and  was  a  daughter  of  Robert  Ralston,  who  had  his 
birth  in  Argylesliire,  Scotland.  Her  fattier  com¬ 
menced  clerking  when  fourteen  years  of  age  at 
Greenock  and  continued  so  employed  until  1832, 
When  he  came  to  America  and  located  in  Water- 
town,  where  he  was  engaged  in  teaching  school 
until  1850.  Ho  then  came  to  Illinois  and  locating 
in  Harlem  Township,  Winnebago  County,  pur¬ 
chased  a  tract  of  land,  the  operations  of  which  lie 
superintended,  and  resided  there  until  his  decease 
July  18,  1890.  The  maiden  name  of  the  mother  of 
Mrs.  Henderson  was  Nancy  Biggins  and  she  is  still 
living  at  the  old  home.  She  was  born  in  Water- 
town,  Ohio,  and  was  the  daughter  of  John  and 
Sarah  (Orrison)  Biggins,  the  former  of  whom  was  a 
native  of  Virginia.  They  were  members  of  the 
Willow  Creek  Presbyterian  Church,  and  the  father 
in  politics  was  a  Republican,  serving  on  that  ticket 
as  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  thirty-six  years. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrss  Henderson  have  been  born  four 
children:  Belle,  Maggie,  Robert  II.  and  J.  William. 
The  family  are  members  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church.  In  1878,  Mr.  Hondersoif  visited  iris  old 
home  in  Scotland,  and  in  1886  with  his  wife  left 
Caledonia  Township  and  crossed  the  Atlantic, 
visiting  Edinburg  and  Glasgow  the  second  time. 
In  his  political  belief,  our  subject  is  a  stanch  Re¬ 
publican,  in  which  party  he  is  an  active  worker, 

«| |  LEXANDEK  CAMERON,  one  of  Uio  pros- 

mM  porous  and  well-known  farmers  of  Cherry 

fl  Valley  Township,  Winnebago  Coun  ty,  was 
Hf  born  in  Scotland,  in  1833,  and  is  a  son  of 
James  and  Sophia  (Skinner)  Cameron.  His  ances¬ 
tors  were  farmers  and  mechanics.  His  parents  had 
a  family  of  four  sons  and  one  daughter:  Christian, 
now  deceased;  Mrs.  Alexander  Skinner,  who  died 


in  Scotland;  Alexander,  James;  William,  who  died 
in  his  native  land;  and  Andrew,  who  died  in  Rock¬ 
ford,  in  the  spring  of  1882,  leaving  a  family. 

Our  subject  spent  the  days  of  his  boyhood  and  j) 
youth  under  the  parental  roof,  and  on  attaining 
his  majority  emigrated  to  America,  in  April,  1854, 
settling  in  Ashland  County,  Ohio.  He  there 
learned  the  blacksmith’s  trade,  and  before  coming 
to  this  country  had  learned  the  trade  of  shoe-mak¬ 
ing  with  his  father.  In  1857,  we  find  him  a  resi¬ 
dent  of  Rockford,  and  he  opened  a  blacksmith 
shop  at  No,  115  South  First  Street,  where  Sackett’s 
store  now  stands.  He  was  in  partnership  with 
William  Ryburn,  his  wife’s  brother,  and  they  did 
a  large  bnsiness,  having  two  shops,  on  opposite 
sides  of  the  street. 

In  1860,  Mr.  Cameron  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Miss  Jane,  daughter  of  William  and  Ann  (Mitch¬ 
ell)  Ryburn.  Slio  was  also  a  native  of  Scotland, 
and  came  to  tiiis  country  during  the  same  year  in 
which  her  husband  crossed  the  Atlantic.  They  be¬ 
gan  their  domestic  life  in  Rockford,  where  Mr. 
Cameron  continued  to  engage  in  blacksmithing 
for  twenty-one  years.  However,  in  the  fall  of 
1862,  he  purchased  his  present  farm  of  one  hun¬ 
dred  and  seventy  acres  on  section  28,  Cherry  Val¬ 
ley  Township,  removing  to  it  on  the  11th  of 
March,  1878.  He  has  since  extended  its  bounda¬ 
ries  until  it  now  comprises  three  hundred  and  five 
acres  of  valuable  land,  all  of  which  are  under  a  high 
state  of  cultivation,  and  well  improved.  He  came 
to  this  country  almost  empty  handed.  On  land¬ 
ing  in  Ohio,  he  had  only  85,  yet  few  men  have 
been  more  prospered  than  Mr.  Cameron,  who  now 
owns  one  of  the  best  farms  in  this  community,  sup¬ 
plied  with  good  buildings  and  all  the  accessories 
of  a  model  farm.  He  also  raises  a  good  grade  of 
Stock,  and  the  neat  appearance  of  everything  upon 
the  place  indicates  his  tl\rift  and  enterprise. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cameron  have  three  sous  and  one 
daughter:  James,  William,  Mary  T.  and  Alexan¬ 
der.  They  also  lost  one  son,  John,  who  died  Sep¬ 
tember  1,  1872,  at  the  age  of  seven  months.  The 
three  sons  aid  the  father  m  the  operation  of 
the  home  farm.  The  daughter  is  now  the  wife  of 
William  Vogt;,  a  resident  farmer  of  Ogle  County. 
They  have  one  son  a»fd'*  have  buried  two  daugh- 
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ters.  This  family  is  one  widely  and  favorably 
known  throughout  the  community,  and  held  in 
high  esteem  by  their  many  friends.  Mr.  Cameron 
cast  his  first  Presidential  vote  for  Abraham  Lin¬ 
coln,  and  has  since  ^supported  the  Republican 
party. 


JOHN  JAC(>BSON.  'That  nourishing  busi¬ 
ness  enterprise,  the  Rockford  Painting 
and  Decorating  Company,  of  which  Mr. 
Jacobson  is  a  prominent  member,  was  es¬ 
tablished  March  1,  1888,  and  has  since  been  in 
successful  operation  at  No.  Ill  South  Third  Street. 
This  firm  carries  a  stock  valued  at  $10,Q0G,  and 
has  a  branch  office  at  No.  6.13  Seventh  Streep. 
Both  stores  ai;o  filled  with  a  choice  line  of  goods, 
and  the  members  of  the  firm  are  men  of  experi¬ 
ence  and  ability. 

John  Jacobson  came  to  Rockford  in  1871,  and 
began  business  as  a  painter  and  decorator,  meet¬ 
ing  with  success  from  the  beginning.  He  gave 
his  entire  attention  to  his  business  since  the  time 
he  was  fourteen  years  of  age,  and  with  such  sub- 
s  stantial  results  that  ho  is  now  the  owner  of  a 
pleasant  home  at  No.  1000  Ninth  Avenue,  Rock¬ 
ford.  He  was  born  in  Wester  Gothland  Province, 
Sweden,  October  6,  18-18,  learned  his  trade  in 
Falkoping,  and  afterward  ’worked  ns  a  journey¬ 
man  for  four  years,  Then,  with  his  mother,  two 
brothers  and  a  sister,  he  sailed  for  the  United 
States,  reaching  New'  York  C!itj?  on  the  5th  of 
January,  1871.  The  little  family  came  direct  to 
Rockford,  to  which  city  the  father,  Joseph  Jacob¬ 
son,  had  come  in  1868,  and  here  made  their  home. 
The  mother,  whose  maiden  name  was  Mary  Krus, 
passed  away  in  the  fall  of  1891,  when  seventy- 
three  years  of  age.  She  was  a  member  Of  the 
Swedish  Lutheran  Church,  and  her  husband,  who 
is  still  living  and  a  resident  of  Alta,  Iowa,  held 
membership  in  the  same.  He  is  now  seventy-two 
years  of  age. 

John  Jacobson  was  the  second  in  order  of  birth 
Of  five  children,  three  sons  and  two  daughters,  all 
of  whom  are  living  and  are  as  follows:  Henry 
resides  in  Rock  Island,  where  he  was  graduated 


from  college  June  18,  1892,”  as  a  minister  of  the 
Lutheran  Church;  he  married  Miss  Hattie  Ander¬ 
son,  of  Iowa.  Rev.  Fritz,  a  graduate  of  the  same 
college  in  June,  1891,  also  of  Yale  College,  and 
now  Professor  of  Philosophy  in  a  college  of 
New  Haven,  is  pastor  of  a  Swedish  Lutheran 
Church  and  married  Miss  Othcliu  Holland,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  the  Rev,  M.  Holland,  of  Stanton,  Iowa. 
Tilda  became  the  wife  of  Alpha  Bodiu,  and  they 
now  reside  on  a  farm  near  Alta,  Iowa.  Amanda 
married  Charles  J.  Larson,  who  is  also  a  farmer  of 
Alta,  Iowa. 

The  gentleman  whoso  name  heads  this  sketch 
was  married  in  Rockford  to  Miss  Carrie.  Buokland, 
a  native  of  Sweden,  born  February  13, 1852.  She 
came  to  America  alone  in  May,  1868,  and  joined  a 
brother,  John,  who  is  now  a  shoemaker  in  Rock¬ 
ford,  whither  he  came  in  May,  1854,  being  one  of 
the  first  Swedish  settlers.  Their  parents  died  in 
Sweden,  where  the  father  was  a  successful  tiller  of 
the  soil,  ;  ^  o 

Of  the  eight  children  born  to  Mr.  and  Airs. 
Jacobson,  three  died  young,  viz:  Carl,  Herman 
and  Otto  E.  Those  living  arc:  Alga  0.,  Ellen 
H.,  Evan  C.,  Oavl  W.  and  Julius  E.,  all  at  home. 
In  polities,  Mr.  Jacobson  is  a  Republican,  and  in 
religion  he  and  his  wife  are  exemplary  members  of 
the  Zion  Lutheran  Church. 


W/OHN  A.  BROWN.  During  the  ’60s  there 
jjl  was  an  immense  emigration  to  she  United 
States  by  residents  of  that  grand  old  coun- 
to’y>  Sweden,  which  seems  somehow  to  instill 
into  her  sons  and  daughters  the  trails  of  character 
that  make  them  successful  and  popular  wherever 
fate  leads  their  footsteps.  Among  those  who 
sought  out  new  homes  for  themselves  in  this  coun¬ 
try,  was  John  A.  Brown,  who  made  his  first  appear¬ 
ance  in  Rockford,  in  May,  1856.  Tie  came  here  a 
poor  man,  and  what  he  has  accumulated  in  the 
way  of  this  world's  goods  has  been  the  fruits  of 
his  otvn  exertions. 

A  native  of  Smoland  Province,  bom  October  6, 
1 829,  Mr.  Brown  became  inured  to  hard  labor  at 


an  early  age,  and  after  reaching  mature  years,  he 
determined  to  try  his  fortune  in  the  States.  He 
took  passage  at  Gottenburg,  and  after  spendbg 
the  first  winter  in  New  York  State,  subscqv^ly 
went  to  Connecticut,  and  thence  to  Rockford,  IJI. 
whore  his  parents  and  a  sister  were  then  residing 
.  he  ^hor,  Andrew  Anderson  Brown,  after  spend¬ 
ing  a  number  of  years  in  tin's  country,  longed  for 
one  more  glimpse  of  his  native  soil,  and  returning 
died  there  when  eighty  years  of  age.  *  His  father 
o  5°ro  fclHJ  nfin,°  of  Bl,0'vn,  Which  was  the  real  fam¬ 
ily  name,  and  Our  subject  had  it" transferred  to 
himself.  The  mother  of  our  subject,  whose  maiden 
name  was  Sarah  Johnson,  quietly  passed  away  iu 
Rockford,  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-two  Like 
very  many  of  the  Swedish  people,  they  were  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Lutheran  Church.  Three  of  their 
daughters  are  living,  and  two,  Mrs.  Sphcrf  and  Mrs. 
Lilloblad,  are  much  esteemed  citizens  of  Rockford. 

I  he  other  daughter,  Mi’S.  John  Johnson,  is  a  resi¬ 
dent,  it  is  thought,  of  Wisconsin  or  Minnesota. 

Before  leaving  his  native  country,  Mr.  Brown 
selected  as  his  companion  in  life  Miss  Emily  Lille- 
blnd,  a  lady  of  much  culture  and  refinement,  who 
was  born  in  Jonkoping  Lan,  Smolaud  Province, 

-  Swedon,  on  the,  14th  of  August,  1830.  She  was 
the  only  child  born  to  her  parents,  and  her  father 
John  Lilleblnd,  died  when  she  was  very  yoiino\ 
The  mother  died  a  number  of  years  later,  while  on 
her  way  to  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Browns  political  affiliations  arc  with  the  Re¬ 
publican  party,  and  ho  takes  an  active  interest  in 
local  and  county  politics,  lie  is  public  spirited 
and  enterprising,  and  is  prominently  identic..,* 
with  all  movements  of  a  laudable  nature.  He 
his  wife  arc  very  devoted  Christian  people,  in  the  , 
true  sense  of  that  word,  and  active  working  mam-  i 
bors  of  the  Swedish  Lutheran  Church,  of  which  > 
both  are  old  and  prominent  members.  Of  the  six  < 
children  born  to  their  union,  only  three  arc  now  ] 
livmg:  Ida  M.,  wife  of  L.  F.  Johnson,  a  successful  , 
merchant  at  Crystal  Falls.  Mich.,  is  the  mother  of  f 
six  children;  Huldali  C.,  widow  of  Albert  Larson  i 
resides  with  her  parents,  and  has  one  son,  Harold  ( 
•  C.;  and  Frank  II.,  a  watch-maker  by  trade,  and  f 
a  commercial  traveler  for  the  Star  Furniture  Fac-  r 
lory  of  Rockford,  makes  that  city  his  home,  and  r 


. .  poRtrait  and  biographical  record. 


resides  with  his  parents.  The  children  deceased 
I  XeiG  im,Mea  aS  follows:  Frank  G.,  Henry  and 
George.  Mr.  Brown  is  now  engaged  in  the  ma¬ 
chine  shops  of  the  Utter  Manufacturing  Company-, 

£Ul  ZH  COIRfortablc  a»<l  commodious  home  at 
No.  1203  Third  Avenue. 


J+#*0*§** 


Simmons  p  l^rwtlliger,  deceased, 
was  born  m  Preble,  Cortland  County,  N.  Y 
June  I7  182°,  and  was  a  son  of  Green  and 

of  H,.7r  .  aiPe!U'SOl)  T°nvilliSer>  botl1  natives 

Of  the  Empire  State.  They  spent  their  hist  days  in 
the  town  of  Preble,  where  the  father  cleared ^nd 
developed  a  . farm  from  the  wilderness.  His.  wife 
dred  in  1864,  and  two  years  later  he  came  to  B 
Y  id  ere,  where  his  death  occurred. 

studv- SUn ' 301tT8npplomo*,tod  h»*^rly  education  by 

r  n  rAw,c"iy' and after^ iooi£ 

up  lie  study  Of  medicine.  He  later  attended 
U  c  medical  college  in  Buffalo,  and  in  1847  visited 
Chicago,  where  lie  continued  his  studies,  and  was 
giaduated.  ^  He  commenced  practice  in  Algonquin, 
McHenry  County,  Hi.,  where  he  resided  until  1849 
when  he  came  to  Belvidere  and  engaged  in  the’ 
drug  business.  A  few  years  later,  he  opened  a 
hard  wai^o  store,  which  he  carried  on  for  some  time. 
In  849,  Mr.  Terwilliger  wedded  Frances  Mitch- 
!  h0VU  m  Pcterbc?°,  Udlsboro  County, 

KIT.  Her  father,  Jonathan  Mitchell,  and  grand¬ 
father,  Benjamin  Mitchell,  were  both  natives  of 
the  same  town,  and  Samuel  Mitchell,  the  «*reat- 
grandfather,  was  a  native  of  Londonderry,  N.  II 
it  is  thought.  lie  became  one  of  the  first  settles 
Of  Peterboro  secured  a  water-power  in  that  local¬ 
ity,  and  erected  one  of  the  first  gristmills  in  that 
section  of  the  country.  The  grandfather  spent  his 
entne  life  in  Peterboro  as  a  farmer.  He  married 
Martha  .Steele,  who  was  bom  in  that  locality,  and 
never  left  it  until  called  to  the  home  beyond.  The 
father  of  Mrs.  Terwilliger  was  reared  and  educated 
m  his  native  county,  and  in  1839  removed  to 
Cortland  County,  N.  Y,  where  ho  purchased  a 
farm,  making  it  his  home  for  three  years.  He  then 
removed  to  the  village  of  Preble,  upon  which  he 
lesided  until  1850,  when  lie  came  to  Illinois,  and 
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spent  the  remainder  of  his  days  in  Belvidere,  his 
death  occurring  October  20,  1853.  He  married 
Sarah  White,  a  native  of  the  Granite  State,  and  a 
daughter  of  John  and  Elizabeth  (Smith)  White. 
Her  death  occurred  in  Belvidere,  January  26, 1861. 

Mr.  Terwilligor  of  this  sketch  continued  business 
in  this  city  until  1883,  when  he  was  called  to  the 
home  beyond.  He  •was  a  Universalist  in  religious 
belief,  and  one  of  the  leading  members  of  the  or¬ 
ganization  here.  Ilis  wife,  a  most  estimable  lady, 
is  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  She 
has  three  children:  Irving,  Cashier  of  the  Second 
National  Bank  of  Belvidere;  Helen  A.,  wife  of 
Lewis  A.  Seaman;  and  Alice  at  homo.  The  family 
is  one  widely  and  favorably  known  in  this  com¬ 
munity,  the  members  of  the  household  ranking 
high  in  social  circles.  The  death  of  the  husband 
and  father  was  deeply  regretted  by  a ,  largo  circle 
of  friends,  for  ho  was  one  of  tlio  valued  citizens  of 
the  community. 

= . — 

RS.  ANNA  CHESTER,  who  is  at  present 
residing  on  a  splendid  estate  On  section 
10,  LeRoy  Township,  Boone  County,  is 
the  daughter  of  Ole  and  Betsey  (Sondrc- 
son)  Oleson.  She  was  born  in  Norway  ijj  1885 
and  came  to  America  in  the  fall  of  1849,  in  com¬ 
pany  with  her  parents.  The  party  set  sail  on  the 
brig  “Uno”  from  Amdahl  and  landed  in  New 
York;  six  weeks  later.  They  wont  by  water  to 
Milwaukee,  where  they  secured  a  team  which  took 
them  to  Blue  Mound,  Wis.,  where  the  father  pur¬ 
chased  eighty  acres  of  land.  After  a  residence 
there  of  one  winter,  Mr.  Oleson  sold  his  property 
and  removed  to  Rock  County,  Wis,,  where  ho  be¬ 
came  the  proprietor  of  eighty  acres  and  resided 
until  liis  decease  in  I860.  While  making  her 
home  at  Ft.  Dodge,  Iowa,  with  her  daughter 
Helen,  Mrs.  Edwin  Hantvedt,  the  mother  died 
June  1, 1892,  at  the  advanced  age  of  ninety-seven 
years. 

Our  subject  was  married  in  Rock  County,  Wis., 
May  16,  1856,  to  Lawrence  Chester.  Ho  was  a 
son  of  Chester  and  Nellie  Chestorson,  who  came 
from  Norway  to  America  in  1849,  when  tlieir  son 


was  fourteen  years  of  ago.  The  father,  who  had 
I  been  an  invalid  for  many  years,  died  whilo  on 
route  to  this  country  and  was  consigned  to  a 
watery  grave.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Chestorson  wore  the 
paronts  of  four  children  and  wore  accompanied  on 
their  removal  to  America  by  n  son  and  daughter, 
one  having  boon  left  in  their  native  country..  The 
eldest  sou  bad  preceded  them  two  years  to  their 
now  home. 

Mr.  Chester  located  with  his  widowed  mother 
on  forty  acres  of  land  in  Boone  County,  soon  after 
which  lie  added  forty  acres  more.  A  fow  years 
later,  ho  purchased  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres, 
and  in  1876  added  to  his  already  splendid  estate 
eighty  acres,  fbr  which  ho  paid  $2,200.  Ilis  mother 
departed  this  life  in  the  fall  of  1872,  when  eighty 
years  of  ago.  Our  subject  brought  her  husband 
at  the  time  of  her  marriage  a  dowry  of  $400,  one 
cow,  one  shcop  and  one  horse.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Chester  have  boon  born  twelve  children,  all  of 
whom  grow  to  mature  years  with  the  exception  of 
four.  Nellie  died  when  fifteen  years  of  ago;  Nel¬ 
lie  (second)  died  at  two  years;  Betsey  when  eigh¬ 
teen  and  Julia  at  the  age  of  sixteen  years.  The 
living  are  Charles,  Oscar,  John  Scvert,  Edward, 
Martin  William,  Frank  Theodore,  David  Samuel 
and  Henry  Bennett. 

Lawrence  Chester  was  one  of  the  early  settlers 
of  this  township  and  passed  through  many  of  the 
hardships  which  beset  the  path  of  a  pioneer.  As 
before  stated,  ho  was  fourteen  years  of  ago  when 
locating  here  and  for  the  first  five  years  in  In's  now 
homo  worked  out  on  farms  by  the  month.  The 
first  land  of  which  lie  became  the  owner  was  a 
timbered  tract,  which  by  persistent  industry  lie 
cleared  and  placod  under  excellent  cultivation. 
Ho  mot  with  a  severe  accident  when  twenty-seven 
years  old  by  losing  his  right  arm  in  ft  threshing 
machine,  and  for  twenty-five  years  thereafter  per¬ 
formed  more  hard  farm  labor  than  most  men  with 
both  their  arms.  When  fifty-two  years  of  age,  he 
bVoko  his  leg,  which  accident  finally  resulted  in  his 
death,  July  80,  1888. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Chester  were  members  in  good 
standing  of  the  Norwegian  Lutheran  Church,  of 
which  body  the  children  are  also  members.  Mr, 
Chester  erected  a  house  valued  at  $2,000  which  was 


the  result  of  honest  toil  and  economy.  Mis  hand¬ 
some  farm  gives  abundant  evidence  that  he  under¬ 
stood  business  as  a  farmer  and  possessed  the  enter¬ 
prise  and  energy  essential  to  keeping  Ids  estate 
in  good,  shape  and  making  it  alnindantly  product¬ 
ive.  A  view  of  the  residence  and  surroundings  on 
the  farm  of  Mrs.  Chester  appears  on  another  page. 


l|P^  ARA,r  M*  GOODHUE,  who  is  living  on  a 
3^  f«»'in  on  section  29,  New  Milford  Town- 
1(0  sl,l’lh  »s  numbered  among  the  early  settlers 
Of  Winnebago  Conn  ty.  She  is  a  daughter 
of  Daniel  and  Elizabeth  (Lawrence)  Goodhue,  the 
former  a  native  of  Cheshire  County,  N.  If.,  and  the 
latter  of  'Weston,  Windsor  County,  Vt  They 
were  married  in  Weston,  and  spent  two  years  in 
that  locality,  whore  Mr.  Goodhue  owned  a  timber 
tract,  from  which  ho  made  shingles.  Mo  afterward 
sold  out  and  removed  to  Elyria,  Ohio,  whence  they 
emigrated  to  Illinois  in  the  spring  of  1880.  They 
made  the  journey  with  two  yoke  of  oxen  and  a 
yoke  of  cows,  and  after  ton  weeks  of  trnvol,  ar¬ 
rived  at  their  destination  on  the  4th  of  March, 
1880. 

Settling  on  section  29,  New  Milford  Township, 
Mr.  Goodhue  made  a  claim,  which  ho  improved, 
obtaining  the  deed  to  the  land  in  1812.  lie  and 
his  family  bore  many  hardships  and  trials  incident 
to  pioneer  life  and  oftentimes  bad  hardly  anything 
to  live  on  exceiit  what  they  gained  from  hunting 
and  bailing,  but  as  the  years  passed  their  farm  be¬ 
came  productive  and  they  were  in  more  comfort¬ 
able  circumstances.  The  father  died  September  9, 
1809,  at  the  ago  of  sixty-nine  years,  and  his  wifo 
was  called  to  her  final  rest  in  January,  1871,  at  the 
ago  of  seventy-throe  years.  They  were  buried  in 
the  cemetery  near  their  home.  They  had  lost 
three  children  in  infancy,  their  daughter  Sarah 
being  the  only  surviving  member  of  tlio  family. 

The  lady  whoso  name  heads  this  sketch  has  al- 
waj'S  resided  upon  the  old  homestead,  a  view  of 
which  accompanies  this  sketch.  Sho  has  been  twice 
married.  On  the  18th  of  January,  1850,  she  be¬ 
came  the  wifo  of  William  II.  McOammond,  and  in 
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September,  1858,  she  gave  her  haiter  in  marriage  to 
Edward  E.  Price,  a  native  of  Montgomeryshire, 
Wales.  She  lias  lost  three  children  who  died  in 
early  youth,  and  one  son,  Daniel  L.  McCnmmond, 
died  October  I,  1880,  at  the  age  of  twenty-four 
years.  She  has  seven  children  yet  living:  Margaroy 
E,,  Edward  J.,  Thomas  C,:  Albertio  E.,  now  Mrs. 
Van  I  lock;  Lillian  F.,  Lcr.ora  L.  and  Leora  E., 
twins. 

Mrs.  Goodhue  has  led  a  busy  and  useful  life. 
She  now  Owns  two  hundred  and  eight  acres  of  land 
in  the  home  farm,  beside  thirteen  acres  of  good 
timber  land  in  Noble  Grove,  and  her  property 
yields  her  a  good  income.  She  has  many  friends 
throughout  the  community  where  she  1ms  long 
made  her  home  and  is  both  widely  and  favorably 


JJJLEXANDER  FALCONER.  One  of  the 
mjB  fines  * 


JM  finest  farms  within  the  limits  ,,pf  Winne- 
I  bago  Township  is  owned  and  occupied  by 
Mr.  Falconer,  and  is  represented  by  a  view 
Oil  another  page  of  this  volume.  The  main  points 
in  the  history  of  the  subject  of  this  notice  are  as 
follows:  He  is  the  son  of  Hugh  Falconer,  and  was 
born  in  Ross-sliiro,  Scotland,  May  8, 1836.  His  fa¬ 
ther  was  also  a  native  of  that  place,  and  followed 
his  trade  of  a  carpenter  and  joiner  in  Scotland  un¬ 
til  1847,  when,  accompanied  by  his  wife  and  four 
children,  he  emigrated  to  America,  embarking  at 
Liverpool  in  the  sailing- vessel  “Kalamazoo.5’  They 
landed  in  New  York  twenty-eight  days  later,  and, 
coming  directly  to  Winnebago  County,  located  in 
that  part  of  Now  Milford  Township  now  included 
in  Rockford  Township,  where  they  resided  for  five 
years.  At  the  end  of  that  time  the  father  pur¬ 
chased  property  in  Winnebago  Township,  where  he 
remained  until  his  decease, 

The  ftiitidc-n  name  of  our  subject’s  mother  was 
Catherine  McDonald;  she  was  also  born  in  Ross- 
sliire,  and  died  on  the  home  farm  in  this  township. 
Our  subject  was  the  third  in  order  of  birth  in  the 
parental  family  of  four  children,  lus  brothers  and 
sister  being  Robert,  James  and’  Catherine.  Alex¬ 
ander,  our  subject,  was  a  lad  of  eleven  years  on 
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taking  the  ocean  voyage  to  the  New  World  and  san, ..Emma  (who  died  February  18,  1892),  Ann, 

resided  with  his  parents  until  lus  marriage;  after-  John,  Esther  and  Ellon.  John  served  in  Com- 

Avard  he  continued  to  farm  with  his  brothers  for  pauy  C,  Seventy-fourth  Illinois  Infantry,  during 

four  years,  and  then,  removing  to  Rockford  Town*  the  late  war,  and  died  in  the  service, 
ship,  rented  property  for  two  years,  when  he  re*  The  sis  children  bom  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Falconer 
turned  and  managed  his  father-in-law's  farm  for  are  Hugh  (avIiq  died  at  the  age  of  eleven  years), 

six  years,  during Avhick  time  he  purohased  the  place  Susan,  George,  Kate,  Alexander  and  Florence. 

•  which  he  now  owns  and  occupies  on  section  14. 

April  4,  .1866,  Miss  Ann  Elliott,  a  native  of  ifsjl !©&(§){ jHH 

Yorkshire,  England,  became  Mrs.  Alexander  Fal¬ 
coner.  Her  father,  John  Elliott,  was  also  a  native  dl  MLLTAM  II.  MILLER,  Avho  is  one  of  the 
of  the  same  shire,  and  the  son  of  Joseph  Elliott,  flL Jj  Avell-known  citizens  of  Rockford,  Avas  born 

who  spent  his  entire  life  in  England.  The  father  at  Mt,  Morris,  Livingston  County,  N,  Y., 

of  Mrs.  Falconer  was  reared  to  agricultural  pur-  May  13,1835.  His  father,  the  Hon.  Horace  Miller, 

suits,  and  folIOAved  farming  in  his  native  land  un-  was  a  native  of  Berkshire  County,  Mass.,  Avhcre  he 

til  1842,  when,  Avith  his  ivife  and  seven  children,  was  born  in  1798,  and  >vas  a  son  of  Jonathan  Mil¬ 
lie  took  passage  in  a  sailing-vessel  “Prince  Edward’*  lor,  who  removed  from  Massachusetts  to  Now  York 

and  landed  in  New  York  after  a  voyage  of  eight  and  for  a  time  resided  in  Albany  before  removing 

Aveoks  and  two  days.  They  came  to  Illinois  by  to  Mt,  Morris,  Avhcrc  bo  resided  during  his  later 

the  most  convenient  route,  and  on  coming  to  Win-  years.  The  maiden  name  of  las  wife  Avas  Case, 
nebago  County,  found  Rockford  to  be  little  more  The  father  of  our  subject  avus  quite  a  young 
than  a  hamlet.  Most  Of  the  land  in  the  western  child  when  his  parents  changed  their  home  from 

part  of  the  county  Avas  still  OAvned  by  the  Govern-  Massachusetts  to  New  York.  He  married  in  Am- 

ment,  and  deer  could  be  seen  from  the  .doorway  sterdam,  Montgomery  County,  and  removed  to 
roaming  over  the  plains.  Wolves  Avould  often  Livingston  County  in  1817,  becoming  an  early 

come  into  the  yard  and  make  night  hideous  with  settler  there.  Upon  the  tract  of  Umber  land  which 

their  IioavIs.  lira,  Falconer  vividly  recalls  the  hard  lie  bought,  lie  erected  in  the  midst  of  the  witder- 

times  that  her  people  had  to  contend  with  in  ness  a  log  house,  in  which  most  of  lus  children 

evolving  a  home  out  of  the  primitive  wilderness..  Avero  born.  For  many  yoats  after  making  Ids 

Mr.  Elliott  made  a  claim  to  the  northwest  qunr-  homo  in  Western  New  York,  there  were- no  mil¬ 
ter  of  section  14,  in  what  is  now  Win  nebago  Toavh-  roads  or  canals,  and  transportation  and  counmini- 

ship,  but  AVhen  it  came  into  market,  speculators  cation  from  one  part  of  the  country  to  the  other 

getting  ahead  of  him,  made  him  pay  double  price  lycrc  diillcu.lt  and  slow.  lie  cleared  quite  a  tract 

for  the  land.  He  at  once  built  a  frame  house  on  of  land  and  resided  there  until  1839,  during  Avhielt 

the  place,  and  as  there  were  no  railroads  in  the  year  he  removed  Avitli  his  wife  and  six  chiUlron  to 

county,  for  several  years  after  locating  bore  lie  Illinois.  The  removal  was  made  by  team  to  Buf- 

conveyed  Ms  grain  to  the  Chicago  markets  with  falo  and  from  there  teams  and  all  were  shipped  by 

ox-teams.  In  the  Ararat  Avdathcr  he  took  provi-  steamer  to  Chicago,  where  they  disembarked  and 
sions  along  and  camped  by  the  wayside,  but  dur-  teamed  it  from  that  city  to  Winnebago  County, 
ing  the  winter  season  was  Obliged  to  put  up  at  the  The  Hon,  Horace  Miller  lmd  visited  this  section 
taverns.  Mr.  Elliott  improved  a  farm  of  two  him-  of  the  county  the  winter  previous  to  his  removal, 

dred  and  forty  acres,  on  which  lio? resided  until  his  and  his  brother,  E.  G.  Miller,  lmd  bought  him  a 

decease,  December  23,  1883.  The  maiden  name  of  claim  to  a  tract  of  Government  land  m  v  the 

his  Avifo  was  Susannah  DaAvson,  a  native  of  York-  mouth  of  the  Kishwaukec  River.  At  thiit  time, 

shire,  England,  Avho  departed  this  life  on  the  homo  there  Avas  a  village  located  very  near  the  junction 

farm  in  1862.  He  reared  tAvo  sons  and  eight  of  that  .slreain  with  flic  Rock  River,  which  avus  for 

daughters:  Sarah,  George,  Elizabeth,  Hannah,  Su-  j  some  time  quite  ft  flourishing  settlement.  The  fa- 
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tiser  of  our  subject  bought  a  house  in  that  village 
and  moved  it.  on  his  land.  There  were  then  no 
railroads  here  and  the  markets  wore  Chicago,  Gal¬ 
ena,  Dubuque  and  Milwaukee.  Ho  dealt  larged 
in  live  stock  in  addition  to  carrying  on  farming, 
and  was  a  successful  man,  adding  to  his  landed  es¬ 
tate  until  at  one  time  lie  had  twelve  hundred  and 
fifty  acres.  ITe  resided  on  the  farm  until  about 
the  year  1861,  when  he  came  to  Rockford  and 
lived  a  retired  life  until  his  death  in  1864. 

Hannah  Clark  was  the  maiden  name  of  the  mo¬ 
ther  of  our  subject  and  she  was  born  in  Amster¬ 
dam,  Montgomery  County,  N.  jib,  February  2, 
1800,  and  was  a  daughter  of  William  Clark.  She 
lived  until  1877  and  died  in  Rockford,  leaving  the 
following  children:  Clark;  Sarah,  who  married 
Hiram  Waterman;  N.  Eliza,  who  is  the  wife  Of 
Philip  W.  Marsh ;  Horace,  who  resides  iu  Mt. 
Vernon,  Iowa;  H,  Caroline,  who  married  the  ITon. 
William  Brown,  of  Rockford,  and  William  11.  All 
reside  in  this  city  with  the  exception  of  Horace. 
The  father  was  in  his  political  sympathies  first  a 
Whig  and  later  a  Republican,  lie  filled  various 
cilices  of  trust  and  responsibility  in  Winnebago 
County  axtd  represented  the  county  in  the  State 
Legislature,  being  eieeted  thereto  in  the  fall  of 
1850. 

Hoof  whom  we,  write  w:is  hut  four  years  old 
when  lie  made  the  famous  journey  with  his  par¬ 
ents  from  the  East  to  the  West  and  he  remembers 
distinctly  the  diilieulties  of  that  trip  and  the  in¬ 
cidents  of  change  and  the  new  home.  For  some 
time  after  their  settlement  here,  deer  and  other 
kinds  of  wild  game  were  plentiful.  He  early  com¬ 
menced  making  himself  useful  on  the  farm  and 
attended  school  also  during  a  part  of  each  year, 
He  resided  with  his  parents  until  they  removed  to 
the  city  and  then  assumed  the  management  of  the 
home  farm  until  180f>.  During  Unit  year,  ho  took 
a  trip  "West  and  spent  nearly  a  year  traveling.  In 
1866,  lie.  bought  fourteen  acres  of  land  in  the  city 
and  later  bought  thirty-one  acres  of  the  Churchill 
farm  dose  to  the  city  and  engaged  in  dairy  farm¬ 
ing.  in  1877,  he  built  his  present  residence,  a 
commodious  brick  house  in  modern  style  of  arch¬ 
itecture,  occupying  ample  and  delightful  grounds 
on  a  site  that  commands  a  pleasant  view. 


585. 


The  marriage  of  Mr.  Miller  in  18511  united  him 
with  Jennie  E.  Phillips,  who  was  born  near  Piatte- 
ville,  Grant  County,  Wis.,  and  whose  father,  Henry 
B.  Phillips,  was  born  in  New  York  State,  Novem¬ 
ber  8,  1810.  He  was  a  son  Of  William  Phillips, 
who  Avas  born  in  Canada  and  who  came  to  Illinois 
during  the  year  in  Avhieh  it  Avas  admitted  as  a 
State  into  the  Union.  He  served  in  the  interests 
of  this  country  as  a  Lieutenant  in  the  War  of  1812, 
and  received  a  land  warrant  in  payment  for  his 
services.  With  that  land  Avarrant,  he  located  a 
tract  of  ono  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land  in 
Henry  County,  where  lie  resided  until  his  death, 
which  occurred  about  a  year  later.  The  maiden 
name  of  his  Avifo  was  Elizabeth  Baxter.  She  AAras 
born  in  Connecticut  and  died  in  Grant  County, 
Wis,,  in  1837. 

The  father  of  Mrs.  Miller  soon  after  his  father’s 
death  was  apprenticed  to  a  tanner  in  Pittsfield, 
Pike  County,  Ill.,  and  lived  Avith  him  until  1830, 
when,  not  liking  the  trade,  he  went  to  Galena  and 
from  there,  with  others,  sought  that  part  of  the 
Territory  of  Michigan  now  included  in  Iowa,  and 
engaged  in  raining  on  or  near  the  present  site  of 
Dnbuque,  Avhcre  the  land  Avas  at  the  time  owned 
by  the  Indians.  The  red  man  asserted  his  rights 
and  drove  them  away  and  for  some  time  they 
were  prisoners  on  an  island  near  by.  In  1832,  ho 
served  under  Capt.  Hathaway  in  the  Black  Hawk 
War.  He  avus  Ayith  the  troops  in  pursuit  of  Black 
Hawk  through  Illinois  and  Wisconsin  and  was 
present  at  Bad  Axe  when,  that  wiley  chief  Avas 
captured. 

After  the  Avar,  Mr.  Phillips  settled  near  Platte- 
ville,  Grant  County,  Wis.,  and  having  purchased  a 
tract  of  Government  land  erected  a  log  house,  iu 
which  Mrs,  Miller  was  born,  but  which  Avas  aband¬ 
oned  some  six  weeks  later  by  the  family,  who 
moved  to  a  frame  house.  For  many  yearn,  there 
were  no  railroads  in  Wisconsin  and  the  nearest 
markets  of  any  size  were  Galena  and  Milwaukee. 
Ho  Was  one  of  the  earliest  agents  in  that  section  of 
the  county  for  the  McCormick  Reaper  and  other 
kinds  Of  farm  machinery.  lie  resided  on  his  farm 
until  1861,  after  which  he  resided  ten  years  in 
Platteville  and  then  removed  to  Independence, 
Iowa,  Avhere  lie  remained  until  1886,  at  which 
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.  time  ho  went  to  Atlanta,  Ga.,  where  he  still  lives. 

The  maiden  name  of  the  mother  of  Mrs.  Miller 
was  Lucinda  Sloan.  She  was  born  in  Mt.  Vernon, 
Ky.,  and  her  father,  John  Sloan,  removed  from 
his  native  homo  in  Virginia  to  Kentucky  and 
thence  to  Missouri,  living  at  St.  Charles  for  a  time, 
and  then  going  to  Dubuque,  Iowa,  where  he  was 
One  of  the  first  permanent  settlers.  He  bought  a 
farm  two,  miles  from  the  city  and  there  spent  the 
remainder  of  his  days.  I-lis  wife  before  her  mar¬ 
riage  bore  the  name  of  Jennie  Boatwright.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Miller  have  two  children;  Ella  G.,  who 
is  now  the  wife  of  Robert  B.  Whipple,  and  Mabel 
J.  The  political  views  of  our  subject  are  in  ac¬ 
cordance  with  Prohibition  doctrines,  and  he  and 
his  (good  wife  are  active  and  earnest  members  of 
the  Centennial  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.*? 


GEORGE  M.  HAINES,  M,  D.,  now  one  of 
;  the  leading  physicians  of  Durand,  has  been 
a  resident  here  since  November,  1877.  He 
was  born  in  Orleans  County,  Vt.,  September  9, 
1846,  and  is  the  son  of  Moses  and  Deborah  W. 
(Clark)  Haines,  natives  respectively  of  Vermont 
and  New  Hampshire.  Samuel  Haines,  the  progeni¬ 
tor  of  the  family  in  the  United  States,  was  born 
in  Shrewsbury,  England,  in  1608.  He  was  a  son 
of  John  Haines,  Sr.,  and  in  1635  sailed  with  a 
party  to  America,  at  which  time  the  vessel  was 
wrecked  off  the  coast  of  Maine.  The  survivors 
made  their  way  by  land  southward  toward  the 
Massachusetts  Colony.  They  located,  however,  in 
Portsmouth,  and  thus  was  founded  the  first  set¬ 
tlement  in  New  Hampshire.  Samuel  Haines  was  a 
Deacon  in  the  Congregational  Church  and  died 
about  1686. 

The  second  son  of  the  above-named  gentleman 
was  also  called  Samuel  and  had  his  birth  in  Ports¬ 
mouth  in  1646.  He  was  married  to  Mary  Fi field, 
who  was  also  born  in  New  Hampshire,  and  died  in 
1688.  They  were  the  parents  of  three  sons  and 
three  daughters,  one  of  whom,  William,  was  born 
in  Portsmouth,  January  7,  1678,  and  died  in  1760; 
he  was  married  to  Mary  Lewis,  of  Casco  Bay,  and 


to  them  were  horn  five  sons  and  four  daughters. 
Of  these,  Mathias  was  born  in  Greoniaud,  N.  11., 
March  17,  1712,  and  died  March  28,  1795,  having 
been  married  to  Abigail  Shcrburn,  also  of  Green¬ 
land,  that  State.  Of  their  sons,  Mathias  was  born 
October  11,  1744,  and  died  August  22,  1808.  His 
wife,  Sarah  Hall,  of  Chester,  N.  II.,. was  born  Sep¬ 
tember  11,  1753,  and  departed  this  iifp  Septem¬ 
ber  4,  1844,  after  having  bccomo  the  mother  of 
nine  children.  Of  that  family,  Moses  K.  was  horn 
in  Raymond,  N,  II.,  Eohrunry  18,  1774,  and  died 
January  15,  1856.  He  had  been  thrice  married, 
his  first  wife,  to  whom  ho  was  united  in  1797,  bore 
the  name  of  Abigail  May  and  died,  leaving  three 
children,  His  second  union,  which  occurred  in 
1814,  was  with  Jomimah  Leach,  by  whom  ho  be¬ 
came  the  father  of  two  children.  His  last  wife 
was  Rachel  Babbitt,  to  whom  ho  was  married  in 
1888. 

The  youngest  son  of  Moses  K.  Haines  by  his  sec¬ 
ond  marriage  was  also  named  Moses,  and  was  born 
on  the  29th  of  December,  1818,  and  married  March 
8, 1842,  to  the  lady  who  bore  the  name  of  Deborah 
W.  Clark,  who  was  bom  May  81,  1815,  and  died 
March  18, 1882.  They  became  the  parents  of  live 
children:  Abigail  I).,  who  was  bom  March  22, 
1843,  married  J.  D.  R.  Olmstead  and  makes  her 
home  in  Greensboro,  Vb.  George  M.,  our  subject, 
was  the  second  in  order  of  birth;  Cephas  C.,  who 
was  bom  October  8,  1849,  married  Clara  E.  Cal- 
derwoodand  also  resides  in  Greensboro,  Vt.;  Sum¬ 
ner  C.,  who  was  born  January  28,  1852,  died  in 
1886,  unmarried;  Alina  J.,  who  was  born  Feb¬ 
ruary  8,  1854,  married  Austin  Rich  ami  is  living 
in  Glover,  Vt. 

The  original  of  this  sketch  passed  his  early  life 
on  the  home  farm  and  in  attendance  at  the  dif¬ 
ferent  schools  in  his  vicinity.  When  reaching  his 
majority,  ho  commenced  the  study  of  medicine 
with  Dr.  S.  II.  Corey,  of  Craftsbury,  Vt.,  as  his 
X>receptor.  IIo  later  took  a  course  of  lectures  at 
the  University  of  Vermont,  and  was  subsequently 
graduated  from  the  College  of  Physicians  and 
Surgeons  of  Now  York  City.  Dr.  llainos  then 
located  near  his  native  place,  wberc  he  practiced 
his  profession  for  three  years,  and  then,  going  to 
Orford,  N.  II.,  remained  for  four  years,  at  the  end 
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cf  which  time  ho  came  to  Durand  and,  with  the 
exception  of  two  years  spent  at  La  ITarpe,  Kan., 
has  been  a  resident  of  this  place.  \ 

Dr.  Haines  and  Miss  Octavia  L.  Goodrich  Were 
united  in  marriage  September  28,  IStO.  The  lady, 
who  was  born  in  Greensboro,  Orleans  County’, 
Vt.,  October  21,  1844,  was  the  daughter  of  J.  A. 
and  Octavia  A.  (Wright)  Goodrich.  To  them 
have  been  granted  a  family  of  five  children,  viz: 
Mary,  who  died  when  two  years  Of  age;  Emma 
L.;  Fred,  who  died  when  nine  months  old;  George 
C.  and  Helen  W.  ° 

The  Doctor  is  not  interested  in  politics  other 
than  to  cast  a  Republican  vote  at  elections.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  Winnebago  and  Stephenson 
Counties  Medical  Societies,  and  for  many  years 
was  an  active  member  of  the  Odd  Fellows''  lodge. 
He  has  always  been  a  firm  supporter  of  religion 
and  is  a  member  of  the  Congregational  Church. 
He  is  justly  regarded  as  one  of  the  ablest  general 
practitioners  in  this  section  of  the  State.  Begin¬ 
ning  his  medical  career  with  a  line  theoretical 
knowledge,  he  has  been  studious,  discriminating, 
and  desirous  of  adding  to  the  store  of  his  learn¬ 
ing  all  that  modern  investigation  has  to  enrich  the 
fields  of  therapeutical  science, 

f  EWIS  P.  ANDERSON,  Superintendent  and 
I  fP  Mfna&er  of  fclie  Dor  wont  sash,  door  mid 
Wind  factory,  is  numbered  among  the  early 
settlers  of  Rockford,  where  lie  1ms  made  Ins  homo 
since  1854.  In  the  years  that  have  since  followed, 
he  has  boon  prominently  connected  with  the  busi¬ 
ness  interests  of  the  city  and  is  now  one  of  the 
leading  members  of  the  company  before  men¬ 
tioned.  Ho  is  also  a  stockholder  in  the  Excelsior 
Furniture  Company,  of  which  he  was  Vicc-Presi- 
denl,  and  has  also  been  a  Director  of  the  Union 
Grocery  Company,  in  which  he  still  holds  an  inter¬ 
est. 

Mr.  Anderson,  whose  portrait  accompanies  this 
sketch,  was  born  in  Smoland,  Sweden,  June  15, 
1829,  and  is  a  son  of  Andrew  and  Anna  (Lars- 
dant)  Peterson,  who  spent  their  entire  lives  in 
their  nativo  land.  The  father  was  a  farmer  and 


died  at  the  age  of  ninety  years.  His  wife  survived 
him  some  time  and  passed  away  at  the  advanced 
age  of  ninety  years.  They  hold  membership  in 
the  Lutheran  Church,  and  were  highly  respected 
people. 

In  his  youth,  our  subject  learned  the  trade  of  a 
mechanic  and  builder.  At  length,  lie  determined 
to  seek  a  home  in  the.  New  World,  and  in  the 
month  of  June,  1 854,  his  name  was  enrolled  among 
the  passengers  on  board  the  sailing-vessel  “  Levi 
Woodbury,”  After  a  voyage  of  five  weeks  and 
two  days,  he  landed  at  Boston  and  came  at  once  to 
Illinois,  settling  in  Elgin,  where  he  spent  one  year. 
He  was  the  first  of  the  family  to  cross  the  ocean, 
and  is  the  only  one  now  living  in  this  country. 

Mr.  Anderson  was  married,  in  Rockford,  to  Miss 
Anna  Anderson,  who  was  born  and  reared  in 
Sweden  and  when  a  young  lady  came  to  this  eonn- 
try.  She  died  at  her  home  in  Rockford  in  1867, 
at  the  age  of  thirty-three  years.  For  his  second 
wife,  our  subject  chose  Miss  Mary  S.  Noling,  who 
was  born  in  Sweden  on  the  nth  of  December, 
1840,  and  came  to  this  country  in  1866,  since’ 
which  time  her  home  has  been  in  Rockford.  The 
I  history  of  her  parents  is  given  in  the  sketch  of  L. 
M.  Noling,  on  another  page  of  this  work.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Anderson  have  four  bright  and  intelligent 
children,  who  were  educated  in  the  city  schools 
of  Rockford  and  are  an  honor  to  their  parents, 
namely:  Frank  A.,  a  wood-carver  by  trade;  Anna 
J.,  a  dress-maker;  Lydia  E.  and  Oscar  F.  The  par¬ 
ents  hold  membership  with  the  First  Lutheran 
Church,  in  which  Mr.  Anderson  is  a  Trustee.  For 
many  years,  he  has  been  connected  with  that  con¬ 
gregation,  is  one  of  its  leading  workers  and  a  lib¬ 
eral  contributor  to  its  support. 

During  the  late  war,  when  his  adopted  country 
was  in  need  Of  troops,  Mr.  Anderson  enlisted  in 
1862,  as  a  member  of  Company  C,  Seventy-fourth 
Illinois  Infantry.  He  participated  in  the  battle  of 
Perry ville,  Ky.,  and  was  there  taken  sick,  beinw 
confined  in  the  hospital  for  some  time.  After  two 
years  of  faithful  service,  he  was  honorably  dis¬ 
charged  in  Indianapolis,  Ind.,  on  the  14th  of  .Jan¬ 
uary,  1864.  He  is  a  member  of  Nevius  Post  No. 

1,  G.  A.  R.,  of  this  city.  He  takes  quite  an  active 
interest  in  public  affairs,  and  is  a  stalwart  Ropub- 
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lican  in  politics.  His  character  is  unimpeachable,  Mr.  Sands  was  a  second  time  married  and  by  that 
his  life  above  reproach,  and  his  upright  career  has  union  had  three  children:  Melinda  A.,  Obadiah 


won  him  the  confidence  and  regard  of  all.  lie  is 
recognized  as  one  of  the  leading  and  influential 
gentlemen  of  this  city  and  an  honored  early  set¬ 
tler.  His  comfortable  home,  which  was  built  by 
himself,  is  located  at  No.  1005  Sixth  Avenue. 


PREDERIC.K  SANDS,  a  retired  fanner  living 
in  Belvidere,  is  numbered  among  the  early 
settlors  of  Boone  County.  For  many  years, 
he  has  been  an  eye- witness  of  its  growth  and  up¬ 
building  and  has  aided  in  its  progress  and  de¬ 
velopment.,  He  has  seen  its  towns  grow  into  cities, 
and  many  of  its  villages  spring  into  existence,  lie 
has  ever  borne  his  share  in  promoting  those  inter¬ 
ests  calculated  to  prove  of  public  benefit  and  well 
deserves  representation  in  its  history. 

Mr.  Sands  was  born  in  Tompkins,  Delaware 
County,  N.  Y.,  March  20,  1833.  His  grandfather, 
Judge  Obadiah  Sands,  was  a  largo  real-estate  owner 
in  Delaware  County,  and  spent  his  last  years  in 
the  town  of  Oxford.  Obadiah  Sands,  Jr.,  the  fa¬ 
ther  of  our  subject,  was  bom  and  reared  in  Del¬ 
aware  County  and  wedded  Mary  Orr,  a  native  of 
that  county  and  a  daughter  of  Walter  .l'1.  and  Mary 
E.  (Craig)  Orr.  Mr.  Orr  spent  his  last  years  in 
Delaware  County,  but  his  wife  came  to  Illinois 
and  died  at  the  home  of  her  daughter,  Mrs.  Sands. 
In  1836,  Obadiah  Sands,  accompanied  by  bis  wife 
and  seven  children,  started  for  Illinois.  He  loft 
his  family  in  Chicago  while  he  came  on  in  search 
of  a  location  and  made  a  claim  on  sections  7  and 
8,  Bonus  Township,  Boone  County.  After  build¬ 
ing  a  log  cabin,  he  returned  to  Chicago  where  he 
had  left  his  family  and  brought  liis  wife  and  chil¬ 
dren  to  the  new  home  in  a  largo  covered  wagon, 
drawn  by  five  yoke  of  oxen.  He  purchased  his 
land  at  the  land  sale  in  Chicago  when  it  came  into 
market  and  begau  the  development  of  a  farm.  Iiis 
wife  died  July  4,  1840,  leaving  the  following  chil¬ 
dren:  Maria,  Betsy,  Mary,  Olive,  Frederick,  Odessa 
and  William  D.  Olive  died  in  1868,  and  George 
died  in  Cleveland,  Ohio,  when  the  family  were  en 
route  for  the  West.  The  others  are  still  living. 


|  and  Dianitia.  His  death  occurred  in  1856.  lie 
i  was  a  member  of  Belvidere  Lodge  No.  60,  A.  F.  <fc 
A.  M.,nnd  in  politics  was  first  a  Whig.  He  became 
a  strong  anti-slavery  man,  and  supported  Gen. 
Fremont  in  1856. 

With  his  parents,  Frederick  Sands  came  to  Illi¬ 
nois  when  only  three  years  of  age.  lie  acquired 
his  education  in  the  primitive  log  sehoolhouso 
with  its  slab  scats,  puncheon  floor  and  huge  fire¬ 
place,  and  aided  in  the  labors  of  the  farm  through 
the  summer  months.  Many  incidents  of  pioneer 
days  arc  still  fresh  in  his  mind.  In  1864,  lie 
started  on  a  trip  to  the  West.  On  reaching  St, 
Joe,  Mo.,  he  made  arrangements  to  go  to  Cali¬ 
fornia,  but  was  taken  sick,  and  his  trip  in  conse¬ 
quence  had  to  be  abandoned.  3n  1855,  he  wont  to 
Stevens’  Point,  Wis.,  where  he  was  employed  for  a 
year.  He  then  floated  clown  the  Wisconsin  and 
Mississippi  Rivers  to  Quincy  on  a  raft  and  then 
returned  to  his  homo  in  Boone  County.  From 
that  time,  he  devoted  his  entire  energies  to  farm¬ 
ing  and  as  a  result  won  prosperity.  Ho  still  owns 
the  old  homestead  farm  containing  two  hundred 
acres  of  highly  cultivated  land,  well  improved 
with  good/juildings. 

i  In  1857, ’Mr.  Sands  was  joined  in  wedlock  with 
j  Henrietta  Brink,  a  native  of  Union,  Broome 
i  County,  N.  Y.,  and  a  daughter  of  Whiting  F.  and 
Lydia  R.  (Chambers)  Brink,  ller  father  was  born 
in  the  town  of  Union  and  was  a  sou  of  James  and 
Cornelia  (Giltner)  Brink,  farming  people  of 
Broome  County,  who  spent  their  entire  lives  on  the 
old  homestead.  Her  mother  was  born  on  the  west 
shore  of  Seneca  Lake,  and  was  a  daughter  of 
Samuel  and  Hannah  (Van  Zant)  Chambers.  They 
were  married  in  Union,  N.  Y.,  where  Mr.  Brink 
followed  the  trade  of  a  carpenter  and  joiuvr  until 
his  dentil  in  September,  1836,  His  wid  *  after¬ 
ward  became  the  wife  erf  Stephen  Swe-  /  y  and 
emigrated  to  Illinois  in  1855.  She  now  resides  in 
Boone  Township,  Boone  County. 

Two  children  grace  the  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Sands:  Fred  Beecher  and  Bessie.  Fred  Beecher 
took  for  his  wife  Miss  Hattie  Vinton  and  they  linvo 
one  child,  Fred  Vinton.  The  members  of  the  family 
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rank  high  in  social  circles  and  the  Samis  household 
in  the  abode  of  hospitality.  Socially,  our  subject 
is  a  member  of  Bolvidoro  Lodge  No.  60,  A.  F.  <& 
A.  M.;  and  Kisinvankee  Chapter  No.  90,  R.  A.  M,, 
while  in  polities  he  is  a  Republican,  His  industry 
and  enterprise  in  former  years  secured  him  a  com¬ 
fortable  competence  which  now  enables  him  to 
spend  his  declining  days  in  retirement  from  all 
labor. 


LINTON  G.  SHELDEN,  a  retired  farmer 
(f \n  rcs^inS  tllC  v^afic  of  Winnebago,  was 

born  in  Granger,  Medina  County,  Ohio, 
May  17,  1832.  He  is  the  son  of  David  Shelden, 
who  was  born  in  Schoharie  County,  N.  Y«,  Octo¬ 
ber  19, 1791,  and  who  in  turn  was  a  son  of  John¬ 
son  and  Ablah  (Northrup)  Shelden.  From  the 
host  information  wo  have  at  hand,  our  subject  is  a 
direct  descendant  of  William  Shelden,  who  came 
from  England  to  Amerieafin  163-1,  and  settled  in 
South  Kensington,  R.  L  The  next  in  line  was 
John,  the  son  of  William;  the  next  Isaac,  and  the 
next  Joseph.  Then  came  Jonathan,  the  grand¬ 
father  of  our  subject,  whom  it  is  supposed  was 
born  in  New  England,  whence  he  emigrated  to  New 
York  State,  and  later  to  Richfield  Township, 
Summit  County,  Ohio,  whore  he  spent  his  last 
days.  His  wife  was  bom  April  16,  1770,  and  died 
on  the  home  farm  in  Richfield. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  reared  in  iris 
native  State,  and  when  about  eighteen  years  of 
age  started  out  to  explore  the  Western  country. 
He  wont  overland  to  Erie,  Fa.,  and  there  embarked 
on  a  boat  bound  for  Cleveland.  On  account  of  a 
severe  storm,  they  landed  before  they  reached  that 
city  and  journeyed  oil  foot  to  Summit  County. 
Mr,  Shelden  remained  there  for  a  time,  when  lie 
returned  to  New  York  and  was  married.  With 
his  young  wife,  he  wont  back  to  Ohio  and  pur¬ 
chased  n  tract  of  timbered  land,  upon  which  he 
erected  a  log  house  and  occupied  it  for. some 
years.  He  continued  a  resident  of  that  place 
until  his  decease,  March  81,  1878. 

The  maiden  name  of  the  mother  of  our  subject 
was  Anna  Sari  os,  a  native  of  New  York  State,  and 


the  daughter  of  Isaiah  Series,  whose  birth  occurred 
April  7,  1759.  The  grandfather  served  in  the 
War  of  1812,  was,  wounded  in  the  battle  of  Chip¬ 
pewa,  Canada,  September  14, 1814,  at  which  time  he 
was  taken  prisoner  to  Montreal,  where  he  died  in 
the  latter  part  of  that  year.  He  had  been  married  to 
Anna  Dean,  who  was  born  July  19, 1762,  and  died 
at  Royaltou,  Medina  County,  Ohio.  The  mother 
of  our  subject  departed  this  life  on  the  home  farm, 
August  6,  1855. 

Clinton  G.  Shelden  spent  his  early  days  on  the 
farm,  and  when  twenty-two  years  of  age  taught 
his  first  term  of  school.  After  being  thus  engaged 
for  one  term,  he  advanced  his  education  by  atten¬ 
dance  at  Delaware  College.  After  this  he  taught 
two  terms  of  winter  school  and  remained  on  the 
home  farm  until  1863,  at  which  time  he  came  to 
Illinois  and  purchased  a  farm  in  Winnebago 
Township,  including  the  northeast  quarter  of 
section  15.  A  small  frame  house,  straw  stable, 
and  a  portion  of  the  land  broken  and  fenced,  con¬ 
stituted  the  improvements  at  that  tune,  Mr.  Shel¬ 
den  planted  fruit,  shade  and  ornamental  trees  on 
his  estate,  erected  a  good  set  of  frame  buildings, 
and  was  actively  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits 
until  1885,  when  he  removed  to  the  village  and 
has  since  lived  retired. 

In  1861,  he  of  'whom  we  write  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Rachel  Spensley,  who  was  born  in  the 
northern  part  of  Yorkshire,  England,  and  was  a 
daughter  of  James  and  Anna  Sponsley,  The  par¬ 
ents  were  also  natives  of  Yorkshire,  and  on  coming 
to  America  in  1848  located  in  Granger,  Medina 
County,  where  her  father  died.  Mrs.  Spensley 
survived  him  some  time  and  spent  her  remaining 
years  in  Cleveland.  Mrs.  Shelden  died  at  her 
home,  February  18,  1883,  and  in  November,  1884, 
our  subject  was  married  to  Mary  Eveline  Phelps. 
The  lady  was  born  in  Volney,  Oswego  County, 
N,  Y".,  while  her  father,  John  Phelps,  was  a  native 
of  Tolland,  Conn.,  where  also  his  father,  Eleanor, 
as  far  as  is  known,  was  born.  The  latter-named 
gentleman  removed  from  the  above-named  place 
to  Berkshire  County,  Mass.,  and  spent  his  last 
years  in  Lennox. 

The  father  ol'-Mrs.  Shelden  was  twelve  years  of 
ago  when  his  parents  removed  to  the  Bay  State. 
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On  reaching  mature  years,  he  enlisted  as  a  soldier 
in  the  War  of  1812.  July  17,  1821,  he  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Fannie  Sears,  the  ceremony 
being1  performed  at  Lennox.  Mrs.  Phelps  was  tiie 
daughter  of  Calvin  and  Mary  (Paddock)  Soars.  lu 
March,  1822,  the  parents  of  Mrs.  Sheldon  started 
for  the  then  Far  West,  making  the  journey  to 
Volney,  Oswego  County,  two  hundred  miles  dis¬ 
tant,  with  a  team.  They  had  quite  a  load  of  pro¬ 
visions,  and  the  roads  being  very  bad  they  had  to 
leave  a  portion  of  their  supplies,  among  which 
was  a  barrel  of  porlc,  by  the  wayside,  Mr.  Phelps 
purchased  a  farm  in  the  town  of  Volney,  where 
he  resided  until  184=1,  and  then  again  started  West¬ 
ward,  emigrating  to  Medina  County,  Ohio.  There 
he  purchased  a  farm  in  Wadsworth  Township, 
which  he  sold  in  1853,  and  bought  another  in 
Granger  Township,  upon  which  he  resided  until 
his  decease  in  1874;  the  mother  died  on  the  same 
farm  in  1885.  They  were  the  parents  of  four  chil¬ 
dren:  Franklin  E.,  Hannah  M.,  Helen.  M.  and  Eve¬ 
line.  Mrs.  Shelden  was  reared  in  Medina  County 
and  commenced  teaching  school  at  the  ago  of  six¬ 
teen  years,  which  occupation  she  followed  until  her 
marriage. 

Mr,  Shelden  became  the  father  of  six  children 
by  his  first  marriage:  Artis  L.,who  was  married  to 
Christine  Hansen;  Edward  C.,  who  married  Nellie 
Smith,  has  three  children:  Nettie  E.,  Archie  B.  and 
Mark  S.;  J,  Winfield,  who  married  Emily  Manning, 
has  two  sons:  Ralph  IS.  and  Howard  G.;  and  Edith, 
Ralph  E.  and  Anna  E.  died  in  infancy.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Shelden  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Episco¬ 
pal  Church. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  reared  eight  children, 
viz:  Phoebe  A.,  Ezra  D.,  Edward  G.,  Isaiah  J.,  j 
Clinton  G.,  Myron  S.,  Albert  D.  and  Francis  E.  j 


jy |  RS.  LOVINA  LIVINGSTON.  This  lady, 
I  ,  ill  one  of  tire  oldest  and  most  esteemed  in 
jjj  Boone  County,  is  the  widow  of  Hugh  Liv- 
^  ingston,  and  the  daughter  of  Elijah  and 
Elizabeth  (Byce)  Dickinson,  Mr.  Dickinson  was 
a  native  of  Worcester,  Mass.,  and  was  a  shoemaker 


by  trade,  although  he  had  received  a  good  edu¬ 
cation  and  followed  teaching  for  some  time,  lie 
met  his  future  wife  (who  was  a  native  of  Pough¬ 
keepsie,  N.  Y.),  in  Schoharie,  that  State,  while 
teaching  school,  and  after  marriage  they  moved 
on  a  small  farm,  where  Mr.  Dickinson  worked  at 
his  trade  for  many  years.  To  them  were  born 
twelve  children,  six  sons  and  six  daughters,  two 
of ‘whom  died  when  young,  but  the  remainder 
reached  mature  years  and  became  heads  of  fami¬ 
lies.  The  mother  died  first,  when  sixty-nine, years 
of  age,  and  loft  ten  living  children.  The  father 
survived  her  many  years  and  died  in  the  same 
place,  when  nearly  eighty-three  years  of  ago.  These 
children  have  all  passed  away  except  Mrs.  Living¬ 
ston  and  her  sister  Sarah,  Mrs.  Dexter  McGUntock, 
of  Chagrin  Falls,  Ohio,  now  so v cat}'  years  of  ago. 
Mr,  Dickinson  was  one  of  the  drafted  soldiers  of 
the  War  of  1812,  and  a  drummer. 

Mrs.  Livingston  was  bom  in  Schoharie,  N.  Y., 
in  1808,  and  was  married  in  Middloburgh,  that 
Statu,  in  February,  1827,  to  Hugh  Livingston,  son 
of  Jacob  and  Sarah  (Van  Cleok)  Livingston,  of 
New  York  State.  IBs  parents  reared  fifteen  chil¬ 
dren  and  lost  two  infants.  Mr.  Livingston,  hus¬ 
band  of  our  subject,  followed  the  carpenter  trade 
in  the  early  part  of  his  life,  but  later  gave  that  up 
and  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits.  In  1853,  ho 
and  his  wife  sold  their  farm  in  New  York  State 
and  emigrated  towards  the  West  with  their  chil¬ 
dren,  ten  in  number.  They  resided  in  Ohio  for  a 
few  months,  while  Mr.  Livingston  came  on  to  Illi¬ 
nois  to  select  a  location.  He  bought  one  hundred 
and  sixty  acres  where  his  widow  now  lives  and 
paid  $1,800  therefor,  and  subsequently  purchased 
eighty  acres  more,  on  which  lie  lived  until  be 
could  got  possession  of  bis  farm  then  occupied 
under  a  lease.  Here  they  located  and  began  mak¬ 
ing  improvements.  They  had  buried  twin  infants, 
daughters,  in  Now  York,  and  lost  one  son  in  the 
Civil  War,  David,  bom  in  1812.  11c  was  a  brave 
and  faithful  soldier,  and  served  through  almost 
the  entire  war,  being  shot  down  while  in  action. 
Another  son,  Solomon,  served  about  nine  months 
in  the  army  and  returned  home  in  safety;  Isaac 
W.  died  at  his  homo  when  in  his  twenty- third 
year.  There  are  four  sons  and  four  daughters 
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still  living.  One  daughter  is  in  New  York;  two 
sons  and  one  daughter  in  Iowa;  a  daughter,  Sarah, 
is  with  her  mother;  J.  LI.  works  at  the  mason’s 
trade,  and  Arthur  Isas  followed  the  carpenter’s 
trade;  and  Elizabeth,  Mrs.  Marvin  Abies.  Mrs. 
ivingston  has  twenty-eight  grandchildren  and 
ghleen  great-grandchildren.  Mr.  Livingston  was 
born  in  April,  1803,  and  died  in  November,  18G9. 
Ue  left  a  line  estate  of  one  hundred  and  sixty 
sves  under  a  good  state  of  cultivation  and  well 
stocked.  Ho  was  a  member  of  the  Baptist  Church. 

SYLVESTER  TALCOTT.  There  is  probably 
no  family  in  Winnebago  County  bettor 
known  for  integrity,  fair  dealing,  enter¬ 
prise  and  intelligence,  than  the  one  repro- 
mted  by  tlio  name  at  the  head  of  this  paragraph. 
It  is  one  of  those  winch  have  helped  to  make  this 
county  a  center  for  all  good  influences,  and  one  of 
the  most  enterprising  sections  of  Illinois.  Mr, 
Taleott,  whoso  portrait  is  shown  on  the  opposite 
page,  died  at  his  home  in  Rookton,  in  January, 
1885.  lie  was  for  many  years  one  of  the  most 
prominent  merchants  of  the  city,  and  was  active 
i  political  affairs,  having  been  the  incumbent  of 
the  ofllco  of  Supervisor  for  a  number  of  terms. 
He  was  deeply  Interested  in  every  movement  which 
tonded  to  secure  the  best  interests  of  his  continu¬ 
ity,  and  with  this  end  in  view  he  was  a  hearty 
worker  in  all  elevating  movements. 

The  subject  of  "this  sketch  was  Justice  of  the 
Peace  in  Rockton  in  an  early  day,  and  married 
live  first  couple  in  the  section,  When  locating  in 
this  vicinity,  there  were  only  twelve  houses  on  the 
present  site  of  this  now  prosperous  village,  but  he 
lived  to  see  its  phenomenal  growth  in  population 
id  improvement  in  every  aspect  m  life,  and  did 
his  full  share  in  its  development. 

Wo  must  here  introduce  in  this  sketch  the  name 
of  her  who  became  the  companion  of  our  subject, 
Miss  Mary  W.  Westlake,  who  was  born  in  Chemung 
County,  N.  Y,,  in  1820,  Her  father,  Col.  Jacob 
Westlake,  was  a  native  of  Newburg,  Orange 
County,  that  State,  and  died  at  Brooklyn  in  his 
fifty-second  year.  Her  mother,  who  bore  the 
27 


maiden  name  of  Lanah  Smith,  was  born  in  New 
York  City,  and  departed  this  life  in  her  forty-sec¬ 
ond  year,  when  residing  near  Almira,  Chemung 
County.  They  were  the  parents  of  three  sons  and 
three  daughters,  namely:  "Margaret,  who  was  born 
in  1815;  Benjamin,  wiio  died  in  Brooklyn  after 
having  attained  his  three-score  and  ten  years; 
Mary,  George,  Henry  and  Melissa. 

Mrs.  Mary  Taleott  came  West  in  company  with 
her  sister,  Mrs.  Roland  Smith,  in  1838,  and  mar¬ 
ried  our  subject  in  Rockton  in  June,  1840.  The 
young  couple  located  at  this  place,  where  Mrs. 
Taleott  lias  lived  since  1843.  To  them  was  born 
one  child,  Lissie  W.,  now  the  wife  of  William 
Smith,  but  who  first  married  Martin  Rockwell, 
and  became  tlie  mother  of  one  son,  Fred  W.,  who 
makes  his  home  with  Mrs.  Taleott.  Our  subject 
was  engaged  at  an  early  day  as  a  general  merchant 
in  Rockton,  in  company  with  Philander  Bird. 
Later,  dissolving  that  connection,  ho  associated 
himself  with  llumscy  Hatch,  and  with  him  carried 
on  a  prosperous  business  and  showed  himself  to  be 
a  man  worthy'  of  esteem  and  regard. 

For  many  years  Mrs.  Taleott  Inis  been  a  great 
sufferer  from  rheumatism.  She  is  an  active  and 
conscientious  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  while  her  husband,  during  his  life,  was  a 
communicant  of  the  Congregational  Society.  Mr. 
Taleott  was  an  excellent  financier,  and  at  his  death 
left  considerable  property,  which  his  excellent  wife 
is  using  in  doing  good  to  those  about  her.  She  is 
a  most  intolligou!  and  estimable  lady,  and  is  classed 
among  the  most  honored  and  highly  respected 
members  of  society'  in  Winnebago  County. 


ijL  ENRY  M.  COOKE,  one  of  the  progressive 
llfyl)  mlc*  well-to-do  agriculturists  of  Pecatonica 
Township,  Winnebago  County,  was  born  in 
(gH  Atwater,  Portage  County',  Ohio,  March  18, 
1848.  lie  is  the  son  of  Friend  and  Sarah  F.  (Fol- 
gor)  Cooke,  the  latter  of  whom  is  a  relative  of  ex- 
Seerotavy  Folger  and  also  of  the  mother  of  Benja¬ 
min  Franklin,  who  also  bore  that  name.  The  father 
of  our  subject  was  born  in  Wallingford,  Conn., 
November  29,  1798,  and  died  in  his  fifty-ninth 


606 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


year  in  Atwater,  Ohio.  The  mother  was  horn  on  I 
the  isle  of  Nantucket  in  1808,  and  died  in  Mas-  i 
sillon,  Ohio,  when  sixty-six  3rears  of  ago,  whither 
she  had  removed  in  1814. 

The  paternal  grandparents  of  our  subject  were 
Samuel  and  Mary  Cooke  and  the  father  of  our  sub¬ 
ject  was  a  grandson  of  Col.  Thaddeus  Cooke,  who 
was  present  at  the  capture  of  Burgoyne  and  par¬ 
ticipated  in  the  battle  of  Freeman’s  Farm  in  1777. 
The  old  Cooke  homestead  in  Wallingford,  Conn., 
is  still  in  possession  of  the  family,  The  father  of 
our  subject  was  given  an  excellent  education,  be¬ 
ing  a  graduate  from  the  Schenectady  Union  Col¬ 
lege  and  also  Of  Yale  College,  in  which  latter  in¬ 
stitution  he  received  the  degree  Of  Doctor  of 
Medicine.  He  practiced  in  his  native  town  for 
two  years,  when,  his  health  failing,  lie  removed 
West  to  Ohio,  in  1823,  and  practiced  for  a  time  at, 
Atwater,  Portage  County,  thence,  later,  went  to 
Charleston,  N.  C.,  on  account  of  ill-health. 

Henry  M.  Cooke  remained  at  home  until  sixteen 
years  of  age,  at  which  time  he  enlisted  in  Company 
I,  One  Hundred  and  Eighty-eighth  Ohio  Infantry, 
and  served  under  Capt.  P.  II.  Smith  until  Septem¬ 
ber  29,  1865,  when  he  received  his  discharge  at 
Nashville,  Tenn.  He  was  the  only  child  of  liis  par¬ 
ents  and  was  married,  January  27,  I860,  to  Miss 
Mary  Silasbury,  who  was  born  in  Erie  County, 
N.  Y.,  February  15,  1847.  Mrs.  Cooke  became  the 
mother  of  five  children,  three  of  whom  are  living, 
as  follows:  Albert  E.,  who  was  born  November  17, 
1876j  Frank  E.,  August  23,  1880;  and  Henry  M., 
March  16, 1887.  The  father  of  Mrs.  Cooke,  Francis 
Silasbury,  was  born  August  2,  1823,  in  Hamburg, 
Erie  County,  N.  Y.,  and  was  the  son  of  Smith  and 
Roena  (Parker)  Silasbury,  both  of  whom  were 
natives  of  New  York  and  died  in  Hamburg.  N.  Y., 
at  the  respective  ages  of  forty  and  seven  y  years. 
The  grandparents  of  Francis  Silasbury  both 
sides  of  the  house  were  of  English  descent.  Four 
brothers  originally  came  to  America. 

The  father  of  Mrs.  Cooke  remained  at  home  un¬ 
til  nineteen  years  of  age,  assisting  his  father  to 
carry  on  the  home  farm,  when  he  went  to  Louisiana. 
He  did  not  remain  there  long,  however,  as  he  was 
called  home  on  account  of  his  father's  death.  Pur¬ 
chasing  one  hundred  and  forty-four  acre3  of  Indian 


land,  ho  cleared  it  of  the  timber,  and  in  a  few 
years  a  plank  road  was  built  through;!  bis  land, 
wluoh  joined  the  city  limits  of  Buffalo,  '  He  later 
disposed  of  his  tract  4o  a  Catholic  bishop.  Mr. 
Silasbury  was-married,  about  two  years  after  buying 
the  above-mentioned  proporty,  to  Miss  Jane  Scott, 
who  was  born  September  11, 1822,  in  Romo,  Oneida 
County,  N.Y.,  and  departed  this  life  November  11, 
1891,  in  Pecatoniea,  Ill.  She  was  the  daughter  of 
Thomas  and  Martlm  (Lindsay)  Scott,  of  Scotch- 
Irish  descent,  After  disposing  of  his  property,  Mr. 
Silasbury  came  West  to  StepbcnsonCouuty,  III.,  and 
in  1853  purchased  a  tract  of  one  thousand  acres  of 
partially  improved  land  in  Ridott  Township.  There 
he  resided  until  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  War, 
when  he  disposed  of  two  hundred  acres  of  his  es¬ 
tate  and  removed  to  Pecatoniea,  where  helms  been 
a  resident  for  over  thirty  years.  In  the  meantime, 
he  visited  the  oil  regions  of  Pennsylvania  and 
three  years  later  returned  to  this  place  and  en¬ 
gaged  in  the  stock  and  grain  business.  About 
twelve  years  ago,  he  sold  his  estate  and  now  lives 
a  retired  life,  In  addition  to  the  property  above 
mentioned,  the  father  of  Mrs.  Cooke  purchased 
lands  in  Iowa,  which  ho  has  since  divided  among 
his  children.  Ho  still  has,  however,  forty  acres 
within  the  city  limits  of  Pecatoniea  and  at  one 
time  owned  the  southern  portion  of  the  village. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  a  Democrat  in 
politics,  until  the  organization  of  the  Republican 
party,  when  he  joined  its  ranks,  lie  was  a  member 
of  the  convention  of  1850-51  which  framed  the 
Constitution  Of  Ohio,  and  was  a  great  anti-slavery 
worker.  lie  stood  very  high  in  his  profession  aiul 
died  February  8,  1857,  in  the  prime  of  life.  The 
mother  of  onr  subject  was  a  member  of  the  Con¬ 
gregational  Church,  while  his  father  was  an  Epis¬ 
copalian. 

Henry  M.  Cooke  after  the  war  was  engaged  in 
farming  for  his  brother-in-law  until  his  marriage, 
when  he  located  on  property  of  his  own.  Nino 
years  ago  he  purchased  his  present  estate  and  is 
making  a  success  of  his  calling,  being  extensively 
engaged  in  the  sheep-raising  ind  tistry.  I  Ic  is  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  Ellis  Post  No.  320,  G,  A.  It.,  in  winch  body 
he  is  Senior  Vice-Commander.  lie  is  also  a  member 
Of  Eureka  Camp  of  Modern  Woodmen  and  in  local 
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affairs  lias  served  Ills  fellow-townsmen  for  five 
years  as  Commissioner  of  Ilighwi^'s.  His  education 
•was  received  in  the  district  schools,  and  what  he 
has  of  this  world’s  goods  hag  been  the  result  of  his 
untiring  industry  and  persoverenee,  as  he  had 
very  little  monetary  assistance  from  his  father. 

The  Cooke  family  in  America  are  direct  descend¬ 
ants  of  Francis  Cooke,  who  landed  in  Plymouth 
from  the  “Mayflower”  in  1620,  and  erected  the 
third  house  in  that  place.  One  branch  of  the  family 
located  in  Connecticut  and  one  in  Norway,  N.  Y*, 
our  subjeot  being  a  descendant  of  the  former. 


|  ACOB  MABIE  is  perhaps  as  well  known  as 
any  man  in  Boone  County,  as  lie  was  born 
in  Bonus  Township  August  26,  1846,  and 
has  always  boon  highly  respected  here  as  a 
thorough-going  farmer  and  business  man.  His 
wife,  too,  shares  in  the  esteem  which  is  given  to 
him  and  has  a  high  standing  in  the  most  cultured 
circles  in  this  part  of  the  county.  Mr.  Mabie,  in 
addition  to  cultivating  his  farm,  is  a  stockholder 
in  the  People’s  Bank  at  Belviderc,  and  beloved, 
honored  and  trusted  by  everybody  who  knows 
him. 

The  parents  of  our  subject,  Aaron  and  Amy 
(Turneaure)  Mabie,  were  natives  of  New  Yo.k, 
the  father  licing  bom  in  Delaware  County.  He 
was  the  son  of  Jacob  and  Mary  (Tollman)  Mabie, 
who  were  also  natives  of  the  above-named  Shite 
and  county,  but  who  departed  this  life  in  Boone 
County,  whither  they  had  removed  in  the  ’40s. 
The  grandfather  of  our  subject  was  born  June  9, 
1781,  and  died  July  15,  1816;  his  good  wife,  who 
was  born  January  1.6,  1781,  departed  this  life  Feb¬ 
ruary  20,  1851. 

The  mother  Of  our  subject  was  one  in  a  family 
of  six  children  and  also  had  nine  half-brothers 
and  sisters.  She  was  the  daughter  of  Peter  and 
Lydia  Turneaure,  natives  of  the  Empire  State.  A 
brother  of  her  father  was  taken  prisoner  by  the 
Indians  in  an  early  day.  The  Mabies  were  of 
Dutch  ancestry,  one  of  that  name  having  come 
to  this  country  as  a  privateer  from  Holland  in  the 


sixteenth  century.  Abraham  Mabie  was  a  son  Of 
that  gentleman,  who,  in  turn,  had  three  sons: 
Abraham,  Peter  and  John.  The  brothers  located 
in  the  vicinity  or  New  York  City,  where  Abraham 
was  married  to  a  French  lady,  by  whom  he  had 
the  following  sous:  Stephen,  Abraham,  Joshua, 
Samuel  and  Solomon,  Daniel  Mabie  was  a  grand¬ 
son  of  Peter,  one  of  the  three  brothers  above  re¬ 
ferred  to,  and  was  the  great-grandfather  of  our 
subject, 

Aaron  Mabie  was  married  when  nineteen  years 
of  age,  when  he  was  employed  in  operating  a  mill 
for  his  father.  In  1842,  in  company  with  his  wife 
and  six  children,  he  came  to  Boone  County  and 
settled  on  the  property  which  is  the  abiding-place 
of  our  subject,  and  for  which  he  traded  a  team 
of  horses.  The  elder  Mr.  Mabie  lived  in  a  log 
house. on  that  tract  for  some  time,  in  which  hum¬ 
ble  abode  two  of  lus  children  were  born,  Julia 
and  our  subject.  His  sister  had  her  birth  Novem¬ 
ber  21,  1843,  and  is  still  residing  in  this  township. 
The  brothers  and  sisters  of  our  subject  are  well- 
to-do  and  prominent  business  men  in  the  Western 
States.  Mr.  Mabie  1ms  several  cousins  who  are 
active  workers  in  the  Baptist  Church,  one  of  them 
having  visited  many  heathen  countries  in  the  ca¬ 
pacity  of  a  missionary  and  is  the  author  of  a 
splendid  book  bearing  on  that  subject.  He  was 
one  of  the  most  prominent  missionaries  sent  out 
by  the  Baptist  Church  of  Minneapolis,  Minn. 

Jacob  Mabie  was  married  December  25,  1867, 
to  Miss  Mary  W.  Morgan,  whose  birth  occurred 
October  21,  1838,  at  Niles,  Mich.  Blie  was  the 
daughter  of  Erastus  and  Nancy  (Spaulding)  Mor¬ 
gan,  who  trace  the  Morgan  history  back  to  1607. 
Mrs.  Morgan  was  a  daughter  of  John  and  Julia 
Spaulding,  natives  of  New  York.  The  father  of 
our  subject’s  wife  emigrated  to  Michigan  in  1837, 
where  he  resided  for  two  years,  and  then,  return¬ 
ing  to  bis  Eastern  homo,  there  departed  this  life 
near  Buffalo,  at  the  age  of  seventy-one  years.  The 
mother  is  still  residing  with  a  sou  in  Bonus  Town¬ 
ship. 

The  original  of  this  sketch  inherited  one  hun¬ 
dred  and  forty  acres  of  land  on  the  death  Of  his 
father,  to  which  he  has  since  added,  until  he  is 
now  the  possessor  of  an  estate  comprising  two 
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hundred  and  twenty  acres  and,  in  addition  to 
that,  has  a  lot  in  Belvidere.  His  father  made 
most  of  the  improvements  on  the  estate  and  was 
successful  at  his  calling  of  a  farmer.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Mabie  are  members  of  the  Baptist  Church, 
and,  in  politics,  our  subject  cast  his  first  vote  for 
Grant,  of  whom  ho  was  a  great  admirer.  He  has 
never  held/bilice  of  any  kind,  preferring  to  give 
his  time  to  his  private  interests. 

August  26,  1864,  he  of  whom  we  write  became 
a  member  of  an  independent  company  of  the  Fifth 
Illinois  Light  Artillery,  commanded  by  Capt,  A. 
W.  Wood.  After  several  months  of  bravo  service, 
he  was  discharged  June  18,  I860,  at  Chester,  Pa., 
and,  returning  home,  has  since  devoted  his  time 
looking  after  his  own  affairs.  Their  only  child, 
Fred  M.,  died  when  three  months  old. 

HARLES  E,  CLARK.  The  business  men 
of  Durand  recognize  in  Mr.  Clark  a  man 
who  pursues  the  even  tenor  of  his  way,  and 
who  exercises  a  considerable  influence  in  his  com¬ 
munity.  He  is  engaged  in  carrying  on  a  splendid 
business  in  retailing  furniture,  and  is  looked  upon 
as  one  of  the  most  reliable  men  in  the  community. 
His  straightforward  methods  of  doing  business,  his 
genial  disposition  and  his  courteous  treatment  of 
all  with  whom  lie  comes  in  contact,  is  a  matter 
that  is  often  made  the  subject  of  remark. 

The  original  of  this  sketch  was  bora  in  Newark 
Township,  Rock  County,  Wis.,  July  20, 1861.  He 
is  the  son  of  Benjamin  Clark,  who  hailed  from 
Vermont,  and  was  in  turn  the  son  of  Judge  Spencer 
Clark.  The  father  of  our  subject  came  West  to 
Illinois  when  a  young  mail,  and  at  Beloit  was 
married  to  Maria  Gunderson.  In  1864,  ho  enlisted 
and  was  mustered  into  service  in  Company  M, 
Eighth  Illinois  Cavalry,  and  served  with  the  Union 
ranks  for  ten  months,  when  he  was  taken  sick  with 
typhoid  fever  and  returned  home  July  4,  1865. 
He  died  thirteen  days  later  at  his  home  in  Laona 
Township,  Winnebago  County,  when  in  his  forty- 
sixth  year. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  was  born  in  Cam¬ 
bridge,  Mass.,  and  in  1840,  when  toil  yearn  of  ago, 


came  to  Beloit,  Wis,,  in  company  with  a  family 
named  Spaulding,  with  whom  she  resided  until  her 
marriage  in  1858.  She  survived  her  husband 
many  years,  her  death  occurring  in  1886,  when 
flfty-six  years  of  age.  The  two  children  born  of 
her  union  with  Mr.  Clark  were  Charles  E.,  our 
subject,  and  Benjamin,  the  latter  Of  whom  is  a  hard¬ 
ware  merchant  in  Wayne  County,  Neb.  Benjamin 
Clark  was  a  prominent  member  of  the  Congrega¬ 
tional  Church,  and  occupied  a  high  position  in 
local  affairs. 

He  of  whom  wo  write  was  reared  on  the  home 
farm,  and  educated  in  the  schools  of  Durand. 
When  fourteen  years  of  ago,  he  left  the  farm,  and, 
working  at  whatever  he  could  find  to  do,  prose¬ 
cuted  his  studies  in  the  higher  branches.  He  pur¬ 
chased  his  present  business  in  1888,  and  besides 
carrying  a  full  and  complete  lino  of  household 
furniture,  does  an  undertaking  business.  Although 
never  learning  a  trade,  ho  is  quite  a  genius  with 
tools,  and  can  do  anything  in  the  lino  of  cabinet 
work.  When  a  boy  he  saw  some  of  the  work  of  a 
taxidermist,  and  being  delighted  with  it,  engaged 
in  that  business,  and  has  done  considerable  work 
in  that  lino.  In  addition  to  the  different  branches 
of  work  in  which  Mr.  Clark  has  been  engaged,  ho 
is  an  expert  in  penmanship,  and  in  pen  drawing 
has  no  equal  in  liis  vicinity,  A  peaceable  and 
law-abiding  citizen,  lie  has  contributed  liis  full 
quota  to  the  general  welfare  of  the  community, 
and  is  numbered  among  the  best  citizens  of  this 
county,  having  an  unusual  degree  of  intelligence, 
good  breeding  and  honorable  principle, 

EH  ill 

CATLIN  SPAFFORD.  In  scanning  the 
lives  and  enterprises  of  the  citizens  of 
Rockford,  it  is  pleasant  to  note  the  enter¬ 
prise  in  every  walk  of  life, and  the  achieve¬ 
ment  of  success  in  every  department  of  business. 
This  we  are  able  to  discern  in  the  career  of  our 
subject,  who  is  President  of  the  Third  National 
Bank  at  Rockford,  and  ranks  among  the  wealthy 
and  public-spirited  residents  of  the  city.  Tie  lias 
been  interested  in  various  corporations  and  man¬ 
ufacturing  institutions  in  tills  section,  and  has 
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watched  with  interest  the  gradual  evolution  of 
this  portion  of  the  county  from  its  original  wild 
state  into  beautiful  farms  and  thriving  villages. 

The  original  of  this  sketch  was  born  in  the  town 
of  Adams,  Jefferson  County,  N.  Y.,  September  14, 
1824.  lie  is  the  son' of  Dr.  John  and  Mary  Spafford, 
receiving  his  early  education  in  the  public  schools 
of  his  nntivo  place,  and  later  supplemented  the 
knowledge  gained  therein  by  attendance  at  Castle- 
ton  (Vt.)  Academy,  and  at  a  select  school  in  Water- 
town,  In  the  fall  of  1839,  ho  Came  to  Rockford, 
joining  other  members  of  the  family,  who  had 
come  hero  the  previous  spring.  The  journey  hither 
was  made  by  the  most  convenient  and  expeditious 
route,  which  was  by  team  to  Syracuse,  then  by  way 
of  the  Erie  Canal  to  Buffalo,  where  they  embarked 
on  the  steamer  “Illinois,”  commanded  by  Capt. 
Blake,  which  conveyed  them  to  Chicago.  In  that 
then  village  they  secured  C  team  and  came  over 
land  to  Rockford.  The  first  seven  years  of  our 
subject’s  life  in  Winnebago  County  were  passed  for 
the  most  part  on  a  farm,  and  in  1846  he  formed  a 
partnership  with  B.  0.  Wheeler,  and  for  two  years 
was  engaged  in  the  mercantile  business,  proseout¬ 
ing  a  successful  trade.  At  the  expiration  of  that 
time,  lie  became  connected  with  L.  B.  Gregory,  and 
erected  a  sawmill,  which  was  the  first  of  the  kind 
to  utilise  the  water  of  Rock  River.  They  contin¬ 
ued  thus  for  two  years,  when  in  1850,  Mr,  Spafford 
went  to  California  in  company  with  twenty  other 
gentlemen,  leaving  homo  with  teams,  in  the  month 
Of  March.  They  crossed  the  Mississippi  River  at 
Rock  Island  and  made  their  way  tediously  through 
the  dangerous  country,  there  being  no  white  set¬ 
tlors  between  the  Missouri  River  and  California, 
except  the  Mormon  settlement  at  Salt  Bake,  and 
United  States  soldiers  at  different  points.  Deer, 
antelopes,  coyotes  and  buffaloes  wore  very  numerous 
on  the  plains,  and  the  party  arrived  atllaugtown, 
near  Blacervillc,  in  the  month  of  August.  From 
that  place  they  wont  to  Sacramento,  thence  to  Ne¬ 
vada  City,  where  Mr.  Spafford  was  engaged  in  the 
mercantile  business  the  first  year.  In  January, 
1852,  he  started  on  his  return  trip,  via  the  Nica¬ 
ragua  route,  crossing  the  Isthmus  on  horseback. 
He  again  engaged  in  the  mercantile  business,  and 
two  years  later,  in  1854,  formed  a  partnership  with 
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C.  G  Briggs  and  D,  S.  Pen  field  in  the  banking  busi¬ 
ness.  One  year  thereafter,  Mr.  Briggs  withdrew, 
and  our  subject,  with  his  partner,  carried  on  the 
business  until  1864,  when  With  others  he  aided  in 
organizing  the  Third  National  Bank,  of  which  in¬ 
stitution  he  was  elected  President,  and  has  been 
the  incumbent  of  that  honorable  position  since. 

March  25,  1852,  Miss  Elizabeth  B.  White,  who 
was  born  in  Peterboro,  N.  II.,  became  tlve  wife  of 
our  subject.  Mrs.  Spafford  was  the  daughter  of 
Robert  White,  and  by  her  union  with  our  subject 
became  the  mother  of  four  children,  namely:  Isa¬ 
bella,  Lucy  Antoinette,  Jessie  and  George  C.  In 
social  matters  the  original  of  this  sketch  is  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  Lodge  No.  2,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.  Mr.  Spafford 
has  been  a  prominent  factor  in  the  development  Of 
Winnebago  County,  and  is  a  splendid  example  of 
what  may  be  accomplished  by  an  energetic,  deter¬ 
mined  and  economical  man.  The  present  cominer- 
'cial  importance  and  prosperity  of  Rockford  is  un¬ 
questionably  the  result  of  the  wisdom,  foresight 
and  enterprise  of  her  business  men,  and  it  is  a  fit¬ 
ting  tribute  to  those  who  have  honorably  distin¬ 
guished  themselves  in  the  commercial  arena,  that 
their  names  and  career  should  be.  commemorated 
among  those  of  the  leading  men  in  all  branches. 


VILLI  AM  C.  MoCAUGHEY  is  now  living 
retired  in  the  city  of  Rockford.  Ho  was 
born  in  Ottawa,  LaSalle  County,  Ill.,  March 
8,  1838,  and  is  a  son  of  Thomas  M.  McCaughey, 
whose  native  place  was  MU  Pleasant,  Jefferson 
County,  Ohio.  The  paternal  grandfather  of  our 
subject  was  a  native  of  Scotland,  and  came  to 
America  when  a  young  man,  being  one  of  three 
brothers  who  made  their  home  in  this  country. 

James  McCaughey,  the  grandfather,  resided  for 
a  time  in  Pennsylvania,  and  then  went  to  Jefferson 
County,  Ohio,  where  he  purchased  a  tract  of  timber 
land  and  cleared  a  farm  upon  which  he  resided 
until  his  decease.  The  father  of  our  subject 
learned  the  trade  of  a  cooper,  which  he  followed  in 
his  native  State  until  1833,  wheu  he  came  to  Illi¬ 
nois  and  resided  for  a  time  upon  a  tract  of  Gov- 
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eminent  land  near  Ottawa.  lie  later  sold  that 
claim  and  made  another  near  by,  Adhere  lie  made 
his  home  until  1840,  and  then  spent  some  time  in 
Rockford. 

From  this  city  the  elder  Mr.  MeCaughey  removed 
to  Highland  Prairie,  Dodge  County,  Wis.,  where  he 
was  among  the  earliest  settlors,  and  located  upon 
laud  one  and  one-half  miles  from  the  present  site  of 
Juneau.  Making  that  place  his  home  until  18.55,  he 
then  sold,  and,  removing  to  Appleton,  opened  a 
general  store,  and  five  years  later  came  to  Rockford, 
where  he  engaged  in  fanning  on  an  estate  located 
six  miles  south  of  the  city,  where  his  death  oc¬ 
curred  January  5,  1886. 

Our  subject's  mother  was  known  in  her  maiden¬ 
hood  as  Ruth  N.  Noble,  and  she  belonged  to  the  So¬ 
ciety  of  Friends,  She  was  a  native  of  Maryland, 
and  the  daughter  of  Charles  and  Margaret  (Ellis) 
Noble,  natives  also  of  that  State,  and  of  English 
ancestry.  She  died  in  California  in  1873.  William 
C.  MeCaughey  was  only  two  years  of  age  when  his 
parents  removed  to  Wisconsin,  tire  journey  being 
made  with  ox-teams.  He  attended  the  pioneer 
schools  in  Dodge  County,  and  assisted  his  father 
on  the  farm.  After  removing  to  Appleton  with 
his  father,  he  attended  a  four-years’ course  at  Law¬ 
rence  University.  In  1860,  they  removed  1o  Rock¬ 
ford,  from  which  city  he  enlisted,  August  5, 1862, 
in  Company  T),  Seventy-fourth  Illinois  Infantry, 
and  served  his  country  until  June,  1864,  He  was 
discharged  from  the  service  on  account  of  disabil¬ 
ity,  and  returning  home  later,  purchased  a  farm 
near  the  city,  which  he  still  owns,  and  engaged  in 
market  gardening.  Before  enlisting,  Mr,  Me¬ 
Caughey  belonged  to  the  Rockford  Zouaves,  com¬ 
manded  by  Capt.  Nevius.  During  1861,  he  was 
employed  in  drilling  companies  for  the  service. 
In  1887,  Mr.  MeCaughey  purchased  his  present 
home  on  Second  Street,  where  he  has  since  lived 
retired  from  the  active  pursuits  of  life. 

Miss  Mary  E.  Kettlewell  became  the  wife  of  our 
subject  in  1870.  She  was  born  in  London,  Mid¬ 
dlesex  County,  Canada,  and  was  a  daughter  of  i 
Thomas  Kettlewell,  a  native  of  Yorkshire,  England,  ■ 
where  his  father,  also  named  Thomas,  was  horn.  : 
The  latter-named  gentleman  came  to  America  in  | 
1840,  and  located  near  London,  Canada,  whore  he  | 


resided  on  a  farm  until  1865,  and  then  came  to 
Rockford,  whore  his  decease  occurred  in  the  year 
1871.  His  wife  was  Mary  Pinkney,  also  a  native  of 
Yorkshire,  who  departed  this  life  in  Rockford  in 
1868,  The  father  of  Mrs.  MeCaughey  was  seven¬ 
teen  years  of  age  when  ho  came  to  the  New  World 
with  his  parents.  He  followed  agricultural  pur¬ 
suits  in  Canada  until  1850,  when, coming  to  Rock¬ 
ford,  he  has  since  been  a  continuous  resident  of 
this  city.  Ho  was  for  a  number  of  years  engaged 
in  butchering  and  dealing  in  livestock,  but  is  now 
practically  retired.  Ilis  wife  boro  the  name  of 
Susannah  (Horton)  Kettlewell,  her  native  place 
being  near  St.  Thomas,  Canada.  She  was  the 
daughter  of  Peter  and  Elizabeth  (Ramsey)  Horton, 
natives  respectively  of  New  Jersey  and  Canada, 
and  of  English  and  Scotch  ancestry. 

To  our  subject  and  his  wife  have  been  born  two 
children:  Ilallie  Pauline  and  Eva  Louise,  The 
parents  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  and  in  his  political  relations  Our  subject 
votes  the.  Democratic  ticket.  He  has  been  elected 
to  various  positions  of  trust,  being  Deputy-Sheriff, 
Coroner  and  Golleotor  for  the  town  of  Rockford. 
He  is  a  member  of  Conomac.  Lodge  No.  147,  I.  0. 
0.  l‘\,  at  Appleton,  Wis.,  and  is  Mso  connected  with 
Nevius  Post,  No.  1,  G.  A.  R.  )\ 

\v 


EDWIN  WARE,  a  member  of  Nevius  Post 
No.  1,  G.  A.  R.,  wns  born  in  Hancock,  Hills¬ 
boro  County,  N.  U,,  January  81,  1842.  ITo 
is  at  the  present  time  residing  on  an  excellent  es¬ 
tate  in  Winimbago  Township,,  which  is  located  on 
sections  21  and  25,  and  where  ho  is  engaged  in 
general  farming. 

Ebenezcr  Ware,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
also  bom  in  the  above-named  town,' March  8, 1806, 
while  his  father,  who  also  boro  the  name  of  Ebene¬ 
zor,  wns  born  in  Needham,  Mass.,  in  1770.  The 
great-grandparents  of  our  subject  moved  to  Hills¬ 
boro  County,  N.  II.,  about  1790,  where  they  were 
pioneers  of  Hancock:,  The  grandfather  was  reared 
in  his  native  State  and  on  going  to  Hancock  with 
his  parents,  purchased  a  farm  in  the  southern  part 
of  that  place,  where  ho  spent  the  remainder  of  his 
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life.  The  maiden  name  of  his  wife  was  Alice 
Eaton:  she  was  born  in  Massachusetts  and  died  on 
the  home  farm. 

The  father  of  him  of  whom  we  write  learned 
the  trade  of  a  carpenter  and  was  engaged  as  a  con¬ 
tractor  and  builder  for  a  number  of  years.  Later, 
he  devoted  his  entire  time  to  the  cultivation  of 
his  farm,  he  having  inherited  the  old  homestead, 
whore  he  spent  his  entire  life,  dying  July  24, 1888. 
The  lady  to  whom  he  was  married  was  known  as 
Martha  E.  Lukin,  a  native  of  Hancock,  N.  II.,  and 
the  daughter  of  Simoon  and  Betsey  (Dennis) 
Lakin;  She  died  January  15,  1880.  Simeon  Lakin, 
the  maternal  grandfather  of  our  subject,  was  a 
soldier  in  the  War  of  1812. 

Ebcnezer  Ware,  Jr.,  was  a  Democrat  in  early  life 
but  opposed  the  extension  of  slavery  and  when 
the  Democratic  party  championed  the  Missouri 
Compromise  he  left  his  ranks  and  voted  the  Re¬ 
publican  ticket  until  his  decease.  He  was  a  great 
reader,  a  ready  debater  and  filled  various  offices 
of  trust,  serving  on  tlie  School  Committee,  also  as 
Selectman,  and  Representative  in  the  Legislature. 

Edwin  Ware  received  his  early  education  in  the 
district  school,  which  was  supplemented  by  attend¬ 
ance  at  Hancock  Academy.  When  seventeen  years 
of  age,  lie  wont  to  Wisconsin  and  resided  with  a 
brother  in  Waushara  County  for  three  years,  when 
he  returned  to  Now  Hampshire.  Our  subject  en¬ 
listed  in  Augnst,  1862,  as  a  member  of  Company 
G,  Thirteenth  Now  Hampshire  Infantry  and  served 
until  after  the  close  of  the.  war.  From  the  history 
of  the  regiment  written  by  S.  Millet  Thompson 
and  from  the  history  of  Hancock,  which  was  pub¬ 
lished  by  William  Hayward,  we  extract  the  follow¬ 
ing: 

“Edwin  Ware  was  disqualified  for  military  duty 
by  reason  of  malformation  of  ankle.  He  managed 
to  conceal  this  from  the  surgeons  and  passed  ex¬ 
amination.  Though  suffering  sc.verely  from  the 
long  marches,  ho  was  never  off  duty  a  day  except 
by  wounds  received  in  battle.  The  regiment 
participated  in  fifteen  battles,  the  more  important 
of  which  were  Fredericksburg,  Suffolk,  siege  of 
Potcvsbvivgh,  Cold  Harbor  and  Ft.  Harrison.  He 
was  wounded  twice  at  Fredericksburg,  one  at  Gold 
Harbor  and  again  af  Ft,  Harrison.  Mr.  Wave  was 
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mastered  in  as  Third  Corporal,  promoted  to  be 
first  Sergeant  and  was  later  commissioned  Lieuten¬ 
ant  by  the  Governor.  His  commander  says  of  him 
that  he  was  an  intelligent  and  a  brave  soldier, 
popular  with  both  privates  and,  officers.” 

He  of  whom  we  write  bus  a  very  fine  collection 
of  War  relies,  among  which  is  a  copy  of  the  Rich¬ 
mond  Whig,  the  first  issue  after  the  surrender  of 
that  city,  and  he  also  has  the  largest  collection  of 
Indian  relics  in  his  neighborhood.  He  was  honor¬ 
ably  discharged  with  his  regiment  in  June,  18G5, 
and  on  returning  home  one  year  later  went  to  the 
town  of  Dublin,  N.  H.,  wliere  be  was  engaged  in 
farming  for  six  years,  then  returned  to  the  old 
homestead,  where  he  lived  until  1876.  December 
16,  1866,  Mr.  Edwin  Ware  was  united  in  marriage 
to  Agnes  MeQuaters,  a  native  of  Fairfield,  Conn,, 
her  birth  occurring  January  6,  1845.  .She  was  the 
daughter  of  John  and  Agnes  (Me  Naught)  Mc- 
Quatevs  and  departed  this  life  Mn^'  24,  1883.  Our 
subject  was  again  married,  January  31,  1886,  tbis 
time  to  Mary  E.  Miller,  a  native  of  Vernon  Center, 
N.  Y.,wfio  was  born  January  31, 1842.  Mrs.  Ware, 
who  was  a  member  of  the  First  Congregational 
Church  of  Winnebago,  passed  away  April  20,1892. 
Our  subject  has  three  children  by  bis  first  mar¬ 
riage:  Winefred  Agnes,  Ernest  Edwin  and  John 
Clifton.  He  and  two  of  his  children  are  connected 
with  the  Second  Congregational  Church  at  Rock¬ 
ford.  He  is  a  Republican  in  politics  and  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  Rockford  Camp  No.  51,  M.  W.  A. 

EDWIN  II.  KEELER,  a  wide-awake  and  en¬ 
terprising  young  business  man  of  Rockford, 
is  now  Secretary  of  the  Rockford  Lumber 
and  Fuel  Company.  His  life  record  is  as  follows: 
He  was  born  in  Janesville,  Wis.,  and  is  a  son  of 
C.  0,  Keeler,  a  native  of  Vermont,  born  Of  New 
England  parentage,  who  when  a  young  man  emi¬ 
grated  Westward,  locating  in  Rock  County,  Wis. 
Ho  was  one  of  the  first  to  establish  the  lumber 
trade  in  Beloit.  In  that  county,  he  married 
Katherine  M.  Spaulding,  a  native  of  the  Old  Gran¬ 
ite  Shite.  Mr.  Keeler  took  quite-  a  prominent  part 
in  local  affairs  and  for  some  years  was  Chairman 


612 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORt). 


of  the  Board  of  Supervisors  of  Rock  County.  In 
politics,  he  was  a  supporter  of  Republican  princi¬ 
ples. 

The  education  of  our  subject  was  chiefly  ac¬ 
quired  in  Beloit  and  later  he  became  associated 
with  his  father  in  the  lumber  and  fuel  business, 
owning  an  interest  in  the  same  from  the  time  he 
was  twenty-two  years  of  age.  He  is  yet  connected 
with  that  business  in  Rock  County,  but  has  never 
given  it  his  personal  attention  since  coining  to 
Rockford  in  1887.  He  is  Vice-President  of  the 
company  known  as  the  Keeler  Lumber  and  Fuel 
Company,  which  is  doing  business  at  Beloit,  Wig., 
and  Rockton,  Hi.  Under  the  care  and  teaching 
of  his  experienced  father,  Mr.  Keeler  became  thor¬ 
oughly  acquainted  with  the  business  of  which  lie 
has  been  so  successful  a  manager.  About  four 
years  ago,  he  became  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Law¬ 
ler  <&  Kepler,  which  did  business  at  Rockford  as 
dealers  in  general  fuel  until  the  present  company 
was  organized  about  two  years  ago,  with  Seely 
Perry  as  President,  Col.  Thomas  G.  Lawler,  Vice- 
President,  Thomas  D.  Reber,  Treasurer,  and  E.  H. 
Keeler,  Secretary.  They  are  the  sole  proprietors 
and  do  a  large  business,  having  a  main  office  at 
No.  201  East  Slate  Street.  They  also  have  another 
fuel  yard  on  "West  State  Street,  near  the  Chicago, 
Milwaukee  &  St.  Patti  Railroad  tracks.  They  have 
the  largest  trade  in  lumber  and  coal  in  the  city 
and  do  an  immense  business,  both  as  wholesale 
and  retail  dealers.  Their  lumber  yard  is  one  of  the 
largest  in  the  State  outside  of  Chicago. 

In  Iowa,  Mr.  Keeler  led  to  the  marriage  altar 
Miss  Clara  Rcitler,  a  native  of  Chicago,  and  unto 
them  have  been  born  two  children:  Edwin  R.  and 
Kntherino.  The  parents  attend  the  •  Congrega¬ 
tional  Church  and  arc  respected  people  of  this 
community,  ranking  high  in  social  circles.  Mr. 
Keeler  is  a  Mason,  a  member  of  the  Knights  of 
Pythias  and  of  the  Order  of  Elks,  all  of  Rockford. 
He  exercises  his  right  of  franchise  in  support  of 
the  Republican  party. 

Mr.  Keeler  is  yet  a  young  man,  but  has  Shown 
himself  possessed  of  much  natural  business  ability 
and  sagacity  and  in  connection  with  his  other  in¬ 
terests  he  has  been  President  of  the  Rockford 
Building  and  Loan  Association  since  its  organiza¬ 


tion  in  .1890,  and  President  of  the  Superior 
Brick  Company  since  it  was  organized  in  1891,  it 
being  the  successor  of  the  II.  A,  Block  Brick  Man¬ 
ufacturing  Company,  which  Carried  on  business 
for  fifteen  years.  lie  is  also  a  stockholder  and  Di¬ 
rector  of  the  Forest  City  National  Bank,  which  was 
organized  about  two  years  ago. 

“AMES  W.  HODGSON,  deceased,  was  a  well- 
known  grocery  man  of  Rockford  and  de¬ 
serves  representation  in  tho  history  of  his 
adopted  county.  lie  was  horn  in  tho  Prov¬ 
ince  of  Ontario,  Canada,  and  was  a  son  of  Thomas 
and  Sarah  A.  (Dawson)  Hodgson.  The  family  is 
of  English  descent.  Tho  father  died  in  llio 
Province  of  Ontario,  in  middle  life;  Ids  wife  died 
recent!}-  in  Grand  Rapids,  Mich.,  at  the  age.  of 
seventy-four.  They  were  industrious,  honest  people, 
highly  respected  for  their  sterling  worth. 

Our  subject  was  roared  to  manhood  in  his  native 
Province  and  there  acquired  his  education  in  the 
public  schools.  He  was  married  in  Brooklin,  in 
the  Province  of  Ontario,  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Pente¬ 
cost,  who  was  born  in  England.  By  the  union  of 
our  subject  and  his  wife  were  born  live  children, 
but  Arthur  died  in  childhood.  Carrie,  ’Walter  D.» 
F.  William  and  Bessie  are  still  at  home  with  their 
mother. 

Mr.  Hodgson  came  to  Rockford  in  1867,  and 
began  business  in  the  city  as  a  grocer  at  No.  827 
East  State.  Street.  From  the  beginningho  met  with 
good  success,  working  up  a  largo  trade,  which 
voided  him  a  nice  income.  Ho  was  industrious, 
enterprising,  and  these  characteristics,  combined 
with  good  management,  won  him  a  well-deserved 
prosperity.  He  lived  a  quiet  tm assuming  life,  was 
upright  and  honorable  in  all  things  ami  had  the 
confidence  and  regard  of  all  with  whom  he  was 
brought  in  contact,  lie  took  a  commendable  in¬ 
terest  in  everything  pertaining  to  tho  welfare  of  the 
community  and  his  aid  was  not  withheld  from  those 
enterprises  calculated  to  promote  tho  general  wel¬ 
fare.  In  politics,  ho  was  a  Democrat  but  never 
sought  or  desired  public  office,  preferring  to  give 
his  whole  time  and  attention  to  his  business  and 


615 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


the  enjoyment  of  home  life.  He  died  at  life  home 
nt  No.  405  Bo  sth  Third  Street,  March  28, 1883, and 
many  friends  shared  with  the  family  in  their  loss. 

Mrs.  Hodgson  is  still  living  at  the  old  home  with 
her  children.  She  has  been  a  devoted  and  loving 
wife  and  mother,  a  good  neighbor,  and  to  her  hus¬ 
band  was  indeed  a  faithful  helpmate,  doing  every¬ 
thing  in  her  power  to  advance  his  interests  and  aid 
him  in  his  work.  She  has  a  large  circle  of  acquaint¬ 
ances  in  this  community  and  is  highly  esteemed 
for  her  many  excellencies  of  character. 


GUST  E.  OLSON,  a  member  of  the  iirrn  of 
}  Palm  &  Olson,  dealers  in  staple  and  fancy 
groceries,  qneensware  and  glassware,  at  No. 
511  East  State  Street,  Rockford,  was  bom  in  Gland, 
Sweden,  in  1857.  lie  is  a  son  Of  Pear  Olson,  who 
in  1889  started  for  this  country  to  visit  his  sons, 
but  while  on  the  way  died  in  New  York  City  of 
in  Ham  matron  of  the  lungs.  He  was  then  sixty- five 
years  of  age.  His  wife,  whoso  maiden  name  was 
Wilhelmina  C.  Bjarklund,  had  died  in  Sweden 
some  years  previous,  at  about  the  age  of  ilfty-five 
years.  Both  were  members  of  the  Swedish  Lu¬ 
theran  Church.  Our  subject  has  a  brother,  Uno 
Olson,  who  still  resides  in  Sweden.  A  half-brother, 
Victor,  resides  with  him  in  this  city,  and  Edward, 
another  brother,  resides  in  Ratio  City,  Mont.  He 
is  a  mol  dor  by  trade,  but  for  a  time  engaged  in 
clerking,  and  is  now  manager  of  a  prominent  cloth¬ 
ing  store  in  that  city. 

Our  subject  acquired  a  good  practical  education 
in  his  native  land,  and  at  the  age  Of  eighteen 
started  for  Germany  and  England.  He  became  a 
sailor  boy,  and  for  four  years  followed  the  sea. 
He  was  the  first,  of  the  family  to  come  to  America, 
crossing  the  Atlantic  in  1878.  Two  years  Inter,  he 
came  to  Rockford,  and  fora  time  was  connected 
with  the  furniture  factories  of  this  city. 

In  1886,  the  iirrn  of  Palm  ife  Olson  was  formed 
as  successors  to  the  firm  of  Johnson  &  Hugh,  for 
whom  our  subject  had  formerly  clerked.  He  after¬ 
ward  bought  out  Mr.  Hugh  and  was  a  partner  of 
Mr.  Johnson,  who  subsequently  sold  out  to  Mr. 


Eslcelsen,  but  a  few  months  later  Mr.  Palm  bought 
the  Interest  of  the  latter  in  the  business,  They 
carry  a  full  and  complete  stock,  and  by  their  good 
management  and  courteous  treatment  have  built 
up  an  excellent  'trade,  of  which  they  are  well  de¬ 
serving.  Mr.  Olson  is  also1' connected  with  other 
interests,  He  is  a  stockholder  in.  the  Mantel  and 
Furniture  Company,  the  Rockford  Manufacturing 
Company,  the  Rockford  Baking  Company,  and  a 
Director  and  stockholder  in  the  Rockford  Posien. 

During  his  life  as  a  sailor,  Mr.  Olson  yisited 
many  of  the  leading  ports  of  Europe,  also  landed 
on  the  shores  of  South  America  and  "West  Africa. 
The  vessel  on  which  lie  sailed  was  a  merchant 
vessel  from  a  German  port.  During  that  period 
of  his  life  lib  learned  much  that  has  been  of  pleas¬ 
ure,  profit  and  importance  to  him.  It  was  a  for¬ 
tunate  day  for  Mr.  Olson  when  he  came  to  America, 
for  he  has  here  met  with  prosperity,  and  is  now 
well-to-do.  Politically,  lie  is  a  Republican,  but 
has  never  sought  or  desired  public  office.  In  his 
religious  belief  he  is  a  member  of  the  First  Luth¬ 
eran  Church.  A  lithographic  portrait  of  Mr.  Ol¬ 
son  is  presented  in  this  connection. 

EVI  B.  FULLER.  Prom  in  cut*  among  the 
wealthy  residents  of  Rockford,  whose  long 
and  useful  life  has  enabled  him  to  retire 
and  enjoy  the  recompense  which  he  so  justly  de¬ 
serves,  we  are  pleased  to  mention  Mr.  Fuller, 
whose  successful  career  stands  forth  as  a  fitting 
example  of  what  can  be  done  by  earnest  and  con¬ 
stant  effort.  Ho  is  residing  at  a  comfortable  home 
in  the  city  and  for  a  number  of  years  has  been  ex¬ 
tensively  engaged  in  buying  and  shipping  poul¬ 
try  during  the  winter  season,  operating  under  the 
title  of  Read  &  Fuller,  Prior  to  that,  however,  he 
conducted  an  extensive  farm  until  1865,  since 
which  time  ho  has  only  devoted  a  part  of  his  time 
and  attention  to  its  cultivation. 

He  of  whom  we  write  has  been  a  resident  of 
Winnebago  County  since  1839,  with  the  exception 
of  a  few  years  spent  in  the  West,  Mr,  Fuller  came 
to  this  State  from  New  York,  where  his  birth 
occurred  in  1834,  in  Genesee  County.  Being 
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life.  The  maiden  name  of  his  wife  was  Alice 
Eaton;  she  was  born  in  Massachusetts  and  died  on 
the  home  farm. 

The  father  of  him  of  whom  we  write  learned 
the  trade  Of  a  carpenter  and  was  engaged  as  a  con¬ 
tractor  and  builder  for  a  number  of  years.  Later, 
lie  devoted  his  entire  time  to  tlio  cultivation  of 
his  farm,  he  having  inherited  the  old  homestead, 
where  he  spent  bis  entire  life,  dying  July  24, 1888. 
The  lady  to  whom  he  was  married  was  known  as 
Martha  E.  Lakin,  a  native  of  Hancock,  N,  H.,  and 
the  daughter  of  Simeon  and  Betsey  (Dennis) 
Lakin;  she  died  January  15,  1880,  Simeon  Lakin, 
the  maternal  grandfather  of  our  subject,  was  a 
soldier  in  the  "Wax  of  1812. 

Ebonezer  Ware,  Jr.,  was  a  Democrat  in  early  life 
but  opposed  tbo  extension  of  slavery  and  when 
the  Democratic  party  championed  the  Missouri 
Compromise  he  left  his  ranks  and  voted  the  Re¬ 
publican  ticket  until,  his  decease.  Ue  was  a  great 
reader,  a  ready  debater  and  filled  various  offices 
of  trust,  serving  on  the  School  Committee,  also  as 
Selectman,  and  Representative  in  the  Legislature. 

Edwin  Ware  received  bis  early  education  in  the 
district  school,  which  was  supplemented  by  attend¬ 
ance  at  Hancock  Academy.  When  seventeen  years 
of  age,  he  wont  to  Wisconsin  and  resided  with  a 
brother  in  Waushara  County  for  three  years,  when 
ho  returned  to  New  Hampshire.  Our  subject  en¬ 
listed  in  August,  1862,  as  a  member  of  Company 
G,  Thirteenth  New'  Hampshire  Infantry  and  served 
until  after  the  close  of  the  war.  From  the  history 
of  the  regiment  written  by  8.  Millet  Thompson 
and  from  the  history  of  Hancock,  which  was  pub¬ 
lished  by  William  Hayward,  we  extract  the  follow¬ 
ing: 

“Edwin  Ware  was  disqualified  for  military  duty 
hy  reason  of  malformation  of  ankle.  He  managed 
to  conceal  this  from  the  surgeons  and  passed  ex¬ 
amination.  Though  suffering  severely  from  the 
long  marches,  he  was  never  off  duty  a  day  except 
by  wounds  received  in  battle.  The  regiment 
participated  in  fifteen  battles,  the  more  important 
of  which  were  Fredericksburg,  Suffolk,  siege  of 
Potorsburgh,  Cold  Harbor  and  Ft.  Harrison.  Ho 
was  wounded  twice  at  Fredericksburg,  one  at  Cold 
Harbor  and  again  at  Ft,  Harrison.  Mr.  Wave  was 


mustered  in  as  Third  Corporal,  promoted  to  be 
first  Sergeant  and  was  later  commissioned  Lieuten¬ 
ant  by  tbe  Governor.  His  commander  says  of  him 
that  he  was  an  intelligent  and  a  brave  soldier, 
popular  with  both  privates  and.  officers,” 

He  of  whom  we  write  has  a  very  line  collection 
Of  War  relies,  among  which  is  a  copy  of  the  Rich¬ 
mond  Wing,  the  first  issue  after  the  surrender  of 
that  city,  and  he  also  has  the  largest  collection  of 
Indian  relics  in  his  neighborhood.  He  was  honor¬ 
ably  discharged  with  his  regiment  in  June,  1865, 
and  on  returning  home  one  year  later  went  to  the 
town  Of  Dublin,  N.  IL,  where  he  was  engaged  in 
farming  for  six  years,  then  returned  to  the  old 
homestead,  where  he  lived  until  1876.  December 
16,  1866,  Mr.  Edwin  Ware  was  united  in  marriage 
to  Agnes  MeQuaters,  a  native  of  Fairfield,  Conn,, 
her  birth  occurring  January  C,  1845.  She  was  the 
daughter  of  John  and  Agnes  (Me Naught)  Mc- 
Quaters  and  departed  this  life  M.vp  24,  1883.  Our 
subject  was  again  married,  January  31,  1886,  this 
time  to  Mary  E.  Miller,  a  native  of  Vernon  Center, 
N.  Y.,  Who  was  born  January  31,  1842,  Mrs.  Ware, 
who  was  a  member  of  the  First  Congregational 
Church  of  Winnebago,  passed  away  April  20,1892, 
Our  subject  has  three  children  by  lus  first  mar¬ 
riage:  Winefved  Agnes,  Ernest  Edwin  and  John 
Clifton.  He  and  two  of  his  children  are  connected 
with  the  Second  Congregational  Church  at  Rock¬ 
ford.  He  is  a  Republican  in  politics  and  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  Rockford  Camp  No.  51,  M.  W.  A. 

EDWIN  IL  KEELER,  a  wide-awake  and  en¬ 
terprising  young  businessman  of  Rockford, 
Is  now  Secretary  of  the  Rockford  Lumber 
and  Fuel  Company.  His  life  record  is  as  follows: 
He  was  born  in  Janesville,  Wis.,  and  is  a  son  of 
C,  C.  Keeler,  a  native  of  Vermont,  born  of  New 
England  parentage,  who  when  a  young  man  emi¬ 
grated  Westward,  locating  in  Rock  County,  Wis. 
Ho  was  one  of  the  first  to  establish  the  lumber 
trade  in  Beloit.  In  that  county,  he  married 
Katherine  M.  Spaulding,  a  native  of  the  Old  Gran¬ 
ite  State.  Mr.  Keeler  took  quite  a  prominent  part 
in  local  affairs  and  for  some  years  was  Chairman 
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of  the  Board  ot‘  Supervisors  of  Rock  County.  In 
politics,  he  was  a  supporter  of  Republican  princi¬ 
ples. 

The  education  of  our  subject  was  chiefly  ac¬ 
quired  in  Beloit  and  later  he  became  associated 
with  his  father  in  the  lumber  and  fuel  business, 
owning  an  interest  in  the  same  from  the  time  he 
was  twenty-two  years  of  age.  Ho  is  yet  connected 
with  that  business  in  Rock  County,  but  has  never 
given  it  his  personal  attention  since  coining  to 
Rockford  in  1887.  lie  is  Vice-President  of  the 
company  known  as  the  Keeler  Lumber  and  Fuel 
Company,  which  is  doing  business  at  Beloit,  Wis., 
and  Rock  ton,  III.  Under  the  care  and  teaching 
of  his  experienced  father,  Mr.  Keeler  became  thor¬ 
oughly  acquainted  with  the  business  of  which  he 
has  been  so  successful  a  manager.  About  four 
years  ago,  he  became  a  member  of  the  Arm  of  Law¬ 
ler  &  Keeler,  which  did  business  at  Rockford  ns 
dealers  in  general  fuel  until  the  present  company 
was  organized  about  two  years  ago,  with  Seely 
Perry  as  President,  Col.  Thomas  G.  Lawler,  Vice- 
President,  Thomas  D.  Reber,  Treasurer,  and  E.  H. 
Keeler,  Secretary.  They  are  the  sole  proprietors 
and  do  a  large  business,  having  a  main  office  at 
No.  201  East  State  Street.  They  also  have  another 
fuel  yard  on  West  State  Street,  near  the  Chicago, 
Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  Railroad  tracks.  They  have 
the  largest  trade  in  lumber  and  coal  in  the  city 
and  do  an  immense  business,  both  as  wholesale 
and  retail  dealers.  Their  lumber  yard  is  one  Of  the 
largest  in  the  Shite  outside  of  Chicago. 

In  Iowa,  Mr.  Keeler  led  to  the  marriage  altar 
Miss  Clara  Roitler,  a  native  of  Chicago,  and  unto 
them  have  been  born  two  children:  Edwin  R.  and 
Katherine.  The  parents  attend  the  •  Congrega¬ 
tional  Church  and  are  respected  people  of  this 
community,  ranking  high  in  social  circles.  Mr. 
Keeler  is  a  Mason,  a  member  of  the  Knights  of 
Pythias  and  of  the  Order  of  Elks,  all  of  Rockford. 
He,  exercises  his  right  of  franchise  in  support  of 
the  Republican  party. 

Mr.  Keeler  is  yet  a  young  man,  but  has  shown 
himself  possessed  of  much  natural  business  ability 
and  sagacity  and  in  connection  with  his  other  in¬ 
terests  he  has  been  President  of  the  Rockford 
Building  and  Loan  Association  since  its  Organiza¬ 


tion  in  .1890,  and  President  of  the  Superior 
Brick  Company  since  it  was  organized  in  1891,  it 
being  the  successor  of  tho  II.  A.  Block  Brick  Man¬ 
ufacturing  Company,  which  carried  on  business 
for  (Ifteen  years.  Ho  is  also  a  stockholder  and  Di¬ 
rector  of  tho  Forest  City  National  Bank,  which  was 
organized  about  two  years  ago, 

J'AMKS  W.  ltODGKON,  deceased,  was  a  well- 
known  grocery  man  of  Rockford  and  de¬ 
serves  representation  in  the  history  of  his 
___  adopted  county,  lie  was  born  in  tho  Prov¬ 
ince  of  Ontario,  Canada,  and  was  a  son  of  Thomas 
and  Sarah  A.  (Dawson)  Hodgson.  The  family  is 
of  English  descent.  Tho  father  died  in  the 
Province  of  Ontario,  in  middle  life;  his  wife  died 
recent]}-  in  Grand  Rapids,  Mich.,  at  tho  age  of 
seventy-four.  They  wore  industrious,  honest  people, 
highly  respected  for  their  sterling  worth. 

Our  subject  was  reared  to  manhood  in  his  native 
Province  and  thore  acquired  his  education  in  the 
public  schools.  Ho  was  married  in  Brookhn,  in 
tho  Province  of  Ontario,  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Pente¬ 
cost,  who  was  born  in  England.  I}y  the  union  of 
our  subject  and  his  wife  were  born  live  children, 
but  Arthur  died  in  childhood.  Carrie,  'Waiter  D., 
F.  William  and  Bessie  arc  still  at  home  with  their 
mother. 

Mr.  Hodgson  came  to  Rockford  in  1867,  and 
began  business  in  the  city  as  a  grocer  at  No,  827 
East -State  Street,  From  tho  beginninghe  met  witii 
good  success,  working  up  a  largo  trade,  which 
yielded  him  a  nice  income.  IIo  was  industrious, 
enterprising,  and  these  characteristics,  combined 
with  good  management,  won  him  a  well-deserved 
prosperity.  Ho  lived  a  quiet  unassuming  life,  was 
upright  and  honorable  in  all  things  and  had  the 
confidence  and  regard  of  all  with  whom  ho  was 
brought  in  contact.  He  took  a  commendable  in- 
tercstin  everything  pertaining  to  the  welfare  of  the 
community  and  hisaid  was  not  withheld  from  those 
enterprises  calculated  to  promote  the  general  wel¬ 
fare.  In  politics,  ho  was  a  Democrat  but  never 
sought  or  desired  public  office,  preferring  to  give 
bis  whole  time  and  attention  to  his  business  and 
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the  enjoyment  of  homo  life.  Ho  died  at  hip  home 
at  No.  405  So  tilt  Third  Street,  March  28,1883,  and 
many  friends  shared  with  the  family  in  their  loss. 

Mrs.  Hodgson  is  still  living  at  the  old  homo  with 
her  children.  She  lias  been  n  devoted  and  loving 
wife  and  mother,  a  good  neighbor,  and  to  her  hus¬ 
band  was  indeed  a  faithful  helpmate,  doing  every¬ 
thing  in  tier  power  to  advance  his  interests  and  aid 
him  in  his  work.  Him  has  a  large  circle  of  acquaint¬ 
ances  in  this  community  and  is  highly  esteemed 
for  her  many  excellencies  of  character. 


GUST  E,  OLSON,  a  member  of  the  firm  of 
t  Palm  k  Olson,  dealers  in  staple  and  fancy 
groceries,  queen  aware  and  glassware,  at  No. 
511  East  State  Street, Rockford,  was  bom  in  Gland, 
Sweden,  in  1837.  He  is  a  son  Of  Pear  Olson,  who 
in  1880  Started  for  this  country  to  visit  his  sons, 
but  while  on  the  way  died  in  New  York  City  of 
inflammation  of  the  lungs.  He  was  then  sixty-live 
years  of  age.  His  wife,  whoso  maiden  name  was 
Wilhelmina  0.  Bjnrklund,  had  died  in  Sweden 
some  years  previous,  at  about  the  age  of  fifty-five 
years.  Both  were  members  of  the  Swedish.  Lu¬ 
theran  Church.  Our  subject  has  a  brother,  Uno 
Olson,  who  still  resides  in  Sweden.  A  half-brother, 
Victor,  resides  with  him  in  this  city,  and  Edward, 
another  brother,  resides  in  Butte  City,  Mont.  He 
is  a  molder  by  trade,  but  for  a  time  engaged  in 
clerking,  and  is  now  manager  of  a  prominent  cloth¬ 
ing  store  in  that  eity. 

Our  subject  acquired  a  good  practical  education 
in  Ids  native  land,  and  at  the  age  of  eighteen 
started  Cor  Germany  and  England.  He  became  a 
sailor  boy,  and  for  four  years  followed  the  sea. 
He  was  the  first  of  the  family  to  come  to  America, 
crossing  the  Atlantic  in  1878.  Two  years  later,  he 
came  to  Rockford,  and  for  a  ti  me  was  connected 
with  the  furniture  factories  of  this  eity. 

In  1886,  the  firm  of  Palm  &  Olson  was  formed 
as  successors  to  the  firm  of  Johnson  <&  Hugh,  for 
whom  our  subject  had  formerly  clerked.  He  after¬ 
ward  bought  out  Mr.  Hugh  and  was  a  partner  of 
Mr.  Johnson,  who  subsequently  sold  ont  to  Mr. 


Eskelsen,  but  a  few  months  later  Mr.  Palm  bought 
the  interest  of  the  latter  in  the  business.  They 
carry  a  full  and  complete  stock,  and  by  their  good 
management  and  courteous  treatment  have  built 
up  an  excellent  'trade,  of  which  they  arc  well  de¬ 
serving*.  Mr.  Olson  is  also'1  connected  with  other 
interests.  He  is  a  stockholder  in.  the  Mantel  and 
Furniture  Company,  the  Rockford  Manufacturing 
Company,  the  Rockford  Baking  Company,  and  a 
Director  and  stockholder  in  the  Rockford  Fasten. 

During  his  life  as  a  sailor,  Mr.  Olson  visited 
many  of  the  leading  ports  of  Europe,  also  landed 
on  the  shores  of  South  America  and  West  Africa. 
The  vessel  on  which  he  sailed  was  a  merchant 
vessel  from  a  German  port.  During  that  period 
of  his  life  lid  learned  much  that  has  been  of  pleas¬ 
ure,  profit  and  importance  to  him.  It  was  a  for¬ 
tunate  day  for  Mr,  Olson  when  he  came  to  America, 
for  lie  has  here  met  with  prosperity,  and  is  now 
well-to-do.  Politically,  he  is  a  Republican,  but 
has  never  sought  or  desired  public  office.  In  his 
religious  belief  he  is  a  member  of  the  First  Luth¬ 
eran  Church.  A  lithographic  portrait  of  Mr.  Ol¬ 
son  is  pi’esented  in  this  connection. 


EYX  B.  FULLER.  Prominent  among  the 
||  wealthy  residents  of  Rockford,  whoso  long 
iiU^  and  useful  life  has  enabled  him  to  retire 
and  enjoy  the  recompense  which  he  so  justly  de¬ 
serves,  we  are  pleased  to  mention  Mr.  Fuller, 
whose  successful  career  stands  forth  as  a  fitting 
example  of  what  can  be  done  by  earnest  and  con¬ 
stant  effort.  Ho  is  residing  at  a  comfortable  home 
in  the  city  and  for  a  number  of  .years  has  been  ex¬ 
tensively  engaged  in  buying  and  shipping  poul¬ 
try  during  the  winter  season,  operating  under  the 
title  of  Read  A  Fuller.  Prior  to  that,  however,  he 
conducted  an  extensive  farm  until  18G3,  since 
which  time  ho  has  only  devoted  a  part  of  his  time 
and  attention  to  its  cultivation. 

He  of  whom  wc  "write  has  been  a  resident  of 
Winnebago  County  since  1839,  with  the  exception 
of  a  few  .years  spent  in  the  West,  Mr.  Fuller  came 
to  this  State  from  New  York,  where,  his  birth 
occurred  in  1834,  in  Genesee  Couuty.  Being 
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quite  young  on  making  his  home  here,  he  grow  to 
mature  years  on  his  father’s  farm.  He  is  the  son 
of  John  Puller,  a  native,  of  Massachusetts,  whore 
his  father,  Lemuel  Fuller,  lived  and  died.  The 
latter-named  gentleman  was  called  Capt.  Fuller, 
but  it  is  not  known  that  he  had  a  regular  military 
*  record. 

The  father  of  our  subject  removed  to  New 
York  State  when  a  young  man,  where  ho  was  for 
some  time  connected  with  his  brother,  Judge 
Henry  Fuller,  the  well-known  founder  of  the  horse  j 
street  car  railway  in  Chicago,  Ill.  The  maiden 
name  of  the  mother  of  our  subject  was  Lucy 
Wilder,  a  native  of  the  Bay  State,  where  her  fam¬ 
ily  were  well  and  prominently  known.  After  the 
birth  of  four  children,  the  parents  of  our  subject 
came  to  Illinois  in  1839,  and  located  on  a  farm  in' 
this  county,  which  the  father  had  purchased  from 
the  Government  the  year  previous.  This  now 
prosperous  city  was  little  more  than  a  hamlet  in 
that  early  clay,  consisting  mostly  of  log  houses, 
and  here  it  was  that  the  family  were  subjected  to 
all  the  inconveniences  and  privations  incident  to 
pioneering  in  a  new  country.  He  lived  to  see  the 
country  built  up,  contributing  his  share  to  every 
good  cause,  and  at  ills  death,  which  occurred  in 
1858,  had  secured  a  competence  as  a  product  of 
personal  industry  and  good  judgment.  In  his  po¬ 
litical  relations,  he  was  a  Whig,  and  hold  many  of 
the  local  offices  within  the  gift  of  the  people.  His 
good  wife  is  yet  living  on  the  old  homestead  at 
an  advanced  age,  and  can  tell  many  a  tale  of  in¬ 
teresting  pioneer  times.  She  is  •widely  known  in 
this  county  as  a  lady  possessing  a  kind  and  gener¬ 
ous  heart  and  a  cheerful  disposition. 

Levi  B.  Fuller  is  the  second  child  and  son  of 
eight  children  born  to  his  parents,  six  of  whom  are 
yet  living,  and  are  well-to-do  in  this  world’s 
goods.  Miss  Anna  A.  Thomas  became  the  wife  of 
our  subject  in  Chickasaw  CounU^rm^y,  birth  j 
occurred  in  Pennsylvania  May — l-tyiMS,  which  i 
was  also  the  native  State  of  her  parents.  Her  fa-  ! 
ther  died  in  Iowa,  where  he  was  a  farmer  in  good  ; 
circumstances.^  -Thp  parents  bore  the  names  of  > 
Zenith  and  Mamra  (Carpenter)  Thomas,  the  latter  ! 
of  whom  is  living  in  the  Ilawkeye  State.  Mrs,  j 
Fuller  was  a  young  girl  when  she  went  to  that 


State  with  an  older  brother,  Levi  S.,  where  she 
received  her  education  and  taught  school  prior  to 
her  marriage.  She  is  a  consistent  member  of  the 
Congregational  Church  and  takes  an  active  inter¬ 
est  in  all  religious  affairs. 

Mr.  Fuller  of  this  sketch  has  served  as  Alder¬ 
man  of  the  Fifth  Ward  on  the  Republican  ticket, 
the  duties  o|  which  office  ho  has  performed  in  a 
most  creditable  manner.  Of  their  family  of  five 
children,  three  arc  deceased,  viz:  Franklin  H., 
Emma  and  Ida  E.  Levi  S.  is  engaged  hi  the  cler¬ 
ical  department  of  the  Price  Glove  Factory,  of 
Rockford.  Frances  is  a  student  at  Mt.  Holyoke 
(Muss.)  College. 


UDSON  DAY,  one  of  the  prominent  farmers 
of  Durand  Township,  Winnebago  County, 
makes  his  homo  on  section  28,  and  is  jut  My 

_  regarded  as  one  of  the  substantial  young 

men  of  this  section.  He  was  bom  hi  Washington 
County,  Ohio,  March  7,  1857,  and  is  the  son  of 
Daniel  and  Arvilla  (Lackey)  Day,  natives  of 
Pennsylvania  and  Vermont,  respectively.  They 
were  married  in  Ohio,  and  in  the  spring  of  1865 
made  their  advent  into  Illinois  and  located  upon 
the  farm  which  is  the  present  property  of  our  sub¬ 
ject.  The  older  Mr.  I)ay  became  the  owner  of  a 
tract  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  acres,  which  he 
placed  under  good  tillage  and  which  was  his  home 
until  his  demise,  which  occurred  .April  10,  1887. 
He  was  followed  to  the  land  beyond  by  his  wife, 
who  passed  away  February  21,  1891. 

He  of  whom  we  write  was  a  member  of  a  family 
which  included  nino  children,  viz:  Frances,  who 
died  when  young,  as  also  did  Sarah  and  Mary 
(twins);  Amanda  departed  this  life  in  her  eleven  111 
year.  The  next  in  order  of  birth  was  an  infant 
who  died  unnamed.  Abbie  married  Calvin  Kmythe 
and  died  inStephcnson  County,  this  Stale,  May  18, 
1880.  She  left  at  her  death  a  daughter,  Abbie  H., 
who  is  how  being  reared  in  the  family  of  our  sub¬ 
ject.  Hugh  makes  his  homo  in  this  county,  and 
Daniel. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  at  their  decease  were 
in  the  possession  of  two  hundred  and  thirty  acres 
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of  land.  In  politics,  the  father  was  a  Democrat 
and  on  that  ticket  whs  elected  to  servo  in  the  posi¬ 
tion  of  Highway  Commissioner  and  also  School 
Director.  Jndson  Day  was  reared  to  perform  the 
duties  of  a  farmer  lad  and  being  an  apt  pupil  ob¬ 
tained  a  good  education  in  the  district  schools. 
Marin,  Hoyt,  who  became  his  wife,  December  0,  1.879, 
was  the  daughter  of  Homan  and  Sarah  (Thorn) 
Hoyt,  and  was  born  in  Minnesota,  December  15, 
1857. 

To  our  subject  and  his  most  estimable  wife  have 
been  granted  a  family  of  seven  children,  viz:  Nellie, 
-Dudley,  Myrtle;  Sarah,  Daniel  and  Harold  are  de¬ 
ceased  and  Gladys.  Our  subject  is  engaged  in 
general  farming  and  is  the  proprietor  of  a  magnifi¬ 
cent  estate  of  three  hundred  and  eighty-six  acres, 
which  by  persistent  industry  and  good  judgment 
he  has  placed  under  excellent  cultivation.  He  is  a 
believer  in  and  a  supporter  of  the  principles  of  the 
Republican  party,  and  at  the  present  time  is 
classed  among  the  wealthy  and  popular  members 
of  the  agricultural  community  in  this  county, 
wnieh  rank  he  has  "attained  by  bard  work  and 
economy. 


'~0 


)M  AS  S.  MERRILL,  one  of  the  progressive 
IctV-  uu<1  enterprising  agriculturists  of  Boone 
County,  111.,  and  a  man  well  and  favorably 
known  over  its  length  and  breadth,  is  of  English 
origin  and  a  descendant  of  one  of  three  brothers 
who  loft  England  and  settled  in  America  as  early 
as  1630,  Very  little  more  is  known  of  these  brothers 
hut  that  their  descendants  have  over  been  loyal 
and  upright  in  every  walk  of  life  there  is  every 
evidence.  Mr.  Merrill  was  bom  m  the  Empire 
State,  Herkimer  County,  near  the  town  of  Litch¬ 
field,  on  the  8th  of  September,  1886. 

Our  subject’s  father,  Asel  Merrill,  Jr,,  was  bom 
in  Exeter,  N.  Y.,  on  the  29th  of  March,  1806, 
and  was  married  in  his  native  State,  to  Miss  Au- 
rotta  Smith,  also  a  native  of  New  York  Stole.  Ho 
followed  agricultural  pursuits  in  his  native  State 
until  September,  1845,  when  with  his  wife  and 
four  children  he  started  from  Herkimer  County 


with  a  two-horse  wagon,  and  reached  Chicago  after 
a  journey 'of  twenty-one  days.  They  shipped  then- 
goods  by  water.  During  the  following  winter, 
they  remained  in  the  vicinity  of  Chicago,  and  in 
the  spring  of  1846  they  made  their  first  appearance 
in  Boone  County,  settling  on  land  taken  up  from 
the  Government  in  the  fall  Of  1845  by  Mr.  Merrill. 
The  latter  hauled  lumber  from  Chicago  for  bis 
first  house  and  commenced  improving  the  one 
hundred  and  twenty  acres  he  owned.  He  became 
One  of  the  foremost  farmers  of  his  section  and  died 
here  on  the  16th  of  August,  1886.  He  was  one  of 
eight,  children  born  to  the  marriage  of  Asel  Mer¬ 
rill,  Sr,,  who  was  a  native  of  the  Nutmeg  State, 
and  who  died  in  Oneida  County,  N.  Y.,  when  well 
advanced  in  years.  His  ancestors  were  in  the 
Revolutionary  War  and  fought  bravely  for  inde¬ 
pendence.  ? 

When  Asel  Merrill,  Jr.,  purchased  Ins  farm  of 
one  hundred  and  twenty  acres,  our  subject  and  his 
brother  Richard  bought  three  hundred  and  twenty 
additional  acres  and,  although  it  was  without  build¬ 
ings  of  any  kind,  these  young  men  went  to  work 
and  soon  made  vast  improvements  in  tlieir  place. 
In  1858,  our  subject  was  taken  with  the  California 
fever  and  went  to  that  State  to  engage  in  mining. 
Five  years  later,  he  returned  to  Illinois,  and  on  the 
7th  of  March,  1870,  was  wedded  to  Miss  Louisa 
Daggett,  who  was  born  in  New  Hampshire  and 
died  on  the  23d  of  December,  1881,  leaving  two 
daughters:  Maud  K.,  who  was  born  in  this  county 
and  township,  on  the  26th  of  March,  1873,  and 
who  is  now  teaching  here,  is  a  graduate  of  the 
Belvidere  schools.  The  other  child,  Blanche  A.,  is 
also  a  native  of  this  county  and  township,  and  was 
born  on  the  12th  of  October,  1875.  She  is  now  in 
the  Belvidere  High  School.  Mrs.  Merrill  was  a 
daughter  of  George  W.  and  Sarah  L.  (Cole)  Dag¬ 
gett,  also  natives  of  New  England.  (See  sketch  of 
Mrs.  S.  L,  Emit  for  further  history  Of  the  Daggett 
family.) 

On  the  9th  of  May,  1883,  Mr.  Morrill  was  mar¬ 
ried.  to  Miss  L.  E.  Maynard,  who  was  born  in  Rome, 
Bradford  County,  Pa,,  on  the  25 tlx  of  January, 
1842,  and  whose  parents,  Pierpont  E.  and  Laura 
M,  (Washburn)  Maynard,  were  natives  of  the 
Empire  State.  Both  parents  arc  now  deceased, 
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the  .father  dying  in  Pennsylvania  and  the  mother 
In  Belvidere,  111.,  aged  iifty  and  eighty- two  years, 
respectively.  Although  no  politician,  Mr.  Merrill, 
like  his  father  before  him,  advocates  the  principles 
of  the  Democratic  party.  The  latter  cast  his  first 
Presidential  vote  for  Andrew  Jackson.  Our  sub¬ 
ject  attends  regularly  the  Universalist  Church.  He 
is  acknowledged  by  all  to  be  a  man  of  unquestion¬ 
able  honesty  and  is  universally  respected  through¬ 
out  the  county. 

f= - 

CARL  A.  NEWBURG  is  a  member  of  the 
firm  of  Newburg  &  Nygren,  dealers  in  real 
'  estate;  they  also  conduct  an  insurance  and 
loan  business.  This  firm  was  organized  in  the 
spring  of  1892,  and  is  already  winning  a  liberal 
public  patronage.  Mr.  Newburg  was  not  unknown 
to  the  citizens  of  Rockford,  as  for  seven  years 
he  had  engaged  in  business  as  a  contractor  and 
builder. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  the  Province  of  81110- 
land,  Sweden,  on  June  2,  1859,  and  was  reared  and 
educated  in  his  native  Province.  He  was  the  first 
of  the  family  to  come  to  this  country.  He  sailed 
for  New  York  in  the  spring  of  1880,  and,  after 
reaching  his  destination,  went  to  Ridgeway,  Pa., 
where  he  had  learned  the  trade  of  an  architect  and 
house  builder.  In  May,  1880,  lie  came  to  Rockford 
and  has  since  resided  in  this  city.  For  some  years 
he  carried  on  business  in  the  line  of  his  trade,  was 
a  stockholder  in  the  Manufacturers’ National.  Bank 
and  was  also  interested  in  other  corporations.  lie 
owns  a  half  interest  in  a  promising  patent  known 
as  a  rotary  loom  for  rapid  weaving,  both  for  fac¬ 
tories  and  for  home  use.  In  this  he  is  associated 
with  Jacob  Peterson,  of  Putnam,  Ill.  They  expect 
soon  to  establish  a  factory  and  begin  business  in 
tlio  manufacture  of  this  loom. 

Since  coming  to  this  country,  Mr.  Newburg  has 
been  followed  by  three  of  his  brothers,  Swans  A., 
Elof  and  Frank  P.  The  former  is  a  contractor  and 
yet  resides  in  Pennsylvania.  Elof  is  a  clergyman 
of  the  Free  Mission  Swedish  Church,  and  Frank  is 
a  carpenter  of  Rockford.  The  parents,  Solomon 
and  Elin  (Swenson)  Nelson,  are  still  living  in 


Sweden  and  both  are  now  past  the  age  of  sixty 
years.  They  arc  members  of  the  Swedish  Lutheran 
Church.  The  father  has  made  farming  his  life  oc¬ 
cupation. 

In  Ridgeway,  Pa.,  Mr.  Newburg  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Miss  Hannah  Johnson,  who  was  bom 
in  Holland,  Sweden,  February  20,  1858.  When  a 
young  woman,  she  came  alone  to  this  country  in 
1880,  the  first  of  her  family  to  cross  the  Atlantic. 
The  parents  never  came  to  this  country.  The  fa¬ 
ther,  Johan  Johnson,  died  in  his  native  land  when 
past  the  age  of  sixty  years.  His  wife  is  still  liv¬ 
ing  ami  is  a  member  of  the  Lutheran  Church,  to 
which  her  husband  also  belonged. . 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Newburg  both  hold  membership 
with  the  Free  Mission  Church  of  Rockford.  Their 
home  has  been  blessed  by  the  presence  of  live  chil¬ 
dren  who  arc  yet  living:  Gertie  J.,  Carl  ().,  Nannie 
E.,  Carl  E.  and  Arthur  8.  They  have  also  lost  two 
children,  Carl  H.  and  Carl  R  In  politics,  Mr. 
Newburg  is  a  Republican  and  is  Alderman  for  the 
Sixth  Ward.  He  has  become  quite  well  known  in 
business  circles  and  is  held  in  high  regard. 

v.  m  / _ 

ft. ILL  J.  JOHNSON,  Secretary  and  business 
\J/f  manager  of  the  Republican  Printing  C0111- 
w  puny,  lias  made  a  success  of  newspaper 
work,  as  he  has  been  engaged  in  that  business 
during  the  greater  part  of  his  active  life.  At  the 
organization  of  the  company,  lie  became  city 
editor,  from  April  10, 1890  to  February,  189,1.  He 
was  then  made  Secretary  and  manager.  He  is  well 
and  favorably  known  throughout  this  portion  of 
the  State  and  it  is  due  in  a  great  extent  to  his  ac¬ 
quaintance,  ability,  industry  and  enterprise  that 
th q  Republican  of  this  oily  has  readied  its  present 
position  in  the  newspaper  world. 

The  original  of  this  sketch  was  given  a  good 
education,  being  a  graduate  of  the  East  Side  City 
High  School  in  the.  Class  of  '81,  after  which  he  at 
once  became  connected  with  the  homo  newspapers 
ns  city  reporter.  With  the  exception  of  the  two 
years  when  he  edited  the  Beacon  at  Aurora,  this 
State,  he.  has  been  actively  employed  in  newspaper 
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work  in  Rockford.  Ho  combines  in  a  happy  de¬ 
gree  marked  ability  ns  a  writer  and  business  man. 

Mr.  Johnson  was  born  December  9,  1803,  in 
Cherry  Valley,  Winnebago  County,  and  resided 
with  liis  parents  until  starting  out  in  life  on  his 
own  account.  The  latter  were  natives  of  Sweden 
and  on  emigrating  to  America,  located  in  this 
county,  where  they  were  married  and  resided  on 
a  farm  in  Cherry  Valley  Township.  In  3  805,  the 
father  was  accidentally  drowned  in  the  Kishwau- 
kee  River,  leaving  his  wife  and  four  ohildren. 
Our  subject’s  mother  had  previously  married,  in 
her  native  country,  a  Mr.  Johnson,  who  left  at  his 
decease  three  children,  who  came  with  their 
widowed  mother  to  the  United  Slates.  She  is 
still  living  and  makes  her  home  at  the  present 
time  in  the  city  of  Rockford. 

Miss  Tillie  Olson  was  united  in  marriage  with 
our  subject.  Mrs.  Johnson  accompanied  her  par¬ 
ents  on  their  removal  to  the  United  States  when 
quite  young;  they  still  reside  in  this  city,  and  like 
the  Johnson  family  are  active  members  of  the 
Swedish  Lutheran  Church.  To  our  subject  and 
his  wife  have  been  born  two  children,  Hazel  and 
Sidney.  In  his  political  relations,  Mr.  Johnson  is 
a  sound  Republican,  and  socially,  is  a  member  of 
the  Knights  of  Pythias. 


&Oi  .  ROBERT  SIMPSON,  This  great  Re- 
)  public  owes  a  larger  debt  than  she  can  ever 
pay  to  the  loyal  citizen-soldiers  who  rallied 
to  her  defense  in  the  darkest  hours  of  the 
Rebellion  and  heroically  fought  and  suffered  until 
the  glorious  Stars  and  Stripes  once  more  waved 
over  an  undivided  country.  Asa  representative  of 
those  heroes,  it  gives  us  pleasure  to  present  the 
portrait  and  record  briefly  the  life  of  Robert 
Simpson,  who  did  honorable  service  in  the  Union 
Army  during  the  late  war.  lie  has  acquired  a 
fortune  by  a  persistent  course  of  industry  and 
economy,  and  is  therefore  enabled  to  spend  his  later 
years  in  comfort  in  the  city  of  Rockford. 

Our  subject  was  horn  in  Yarmouth,  London 
District,  Province  of  Ontario,  Canada,  on  the  15th 
»f  March,  1836,  and  is  a  son  of  Peter  Simpson,  a 


native  of  Edinbo.ro,  Scotland,  where  also  his  fa¬ 
ther,  Robert,  Sr.,  as  far  as  is  known,  was  born.  The 
grandfather  of  our  subject  came  to  America  in 
.1833,  settling  in  the  above-named  district  of 
Canada,  where  he  resided  for  sis  years,  then  came 
to  Illinois  and  boughta  “squatter’s”  claim  in  Rock¬ 
ford  Township,  Winnebago  County,  which  was  lo¬ 
cated  on  section  6,  Township  43,  Orange  1,  East  of 
the  third  principal  meridian.  lie  improved  and 
resided  upon  the  tract  until  his  decease.  The 
maiden  name  of  the  grandmother  of  our  subject 
was  Mary  Kuos;  she  also  was  a  native  of  Scotland, 
and  departed  this  life  in  Centerville,  Winnebago 
County. 

Peter  Simpson  was  reared  and  married  in  his  na¬ 
tive  Scotland,  where  lie  practiced  as  a  physician  in 
Kdlnboro  until  the  year  1833.  Ho  then  emigrated 
to  America  and  located  in  Yarmouth,  Canada,  and 
came  to  Illinois  the  same  year  as  did  his  father. 
With  his  family,  he  made  the  entire  journey'  over¬ 
land,  crossing  the  Detroit  River  on  the  4th  of  July, 
1839,  and  in  the  latter  part,  of  the  same  year  landed 
I  in  this  county.  At  that  time  all  the  land  in  this 
|  vicinity  was  owned  by  the  Government,  and  the 
few  settlers  in  the  County  were  living  in  or  near 
the  timber,  it  not  being  thought  possible  that  the 
prairies  would  over  be  -settled  upon.  The  timber 
land  was  held  by  claimants  who  wore  glad  to  sell 
their  rights,  so  they  could  move  farther  Westward. 

The  father  of  our  subject  purchased  a  claim  to  a 
tract  of  land  in  Rockford  Township,  and  when  the 
land  came  into  market  bought  it  from  the  Govern¬ 
ment.  The  maiden  name  of  his  wife  was  Henrietta 
Currie.  She  was  a  native  of  Kdinboro,  Scotland, 
and  bore  her  husband  two  children:  Susan  and 
Robert.  He  of  whom  we  write  was  three  years  of 
ago  when  he  came  to  Illinois  with  his  parents  and 
resided  with  his  father  until  1862.  August  6th  of 
that  year,  he  enlisted  in  Company  (\  Seventy- 
fourth  Illinois  Infantry,  and  was  mustered  into  the 
regiment  as  Corporal.  He  was  soon  promoted  to 
be  Lieutenant  and  participated  in  the  .  followup  ’ k 
named  important  battles:  Perrysvillc,  Nolansville, 
Stone  River,  Liberty  Gap,  Cluckamauga,  Missionary 
Midge,  and  with  Sherman  in  his  Atlanta  campaign, 
taking  part  in  the  battles  from  Chattanooga  to  At¬ 
lanta  and  in  the  siege  and  capture  of  that  city. 
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After  its  fall,  he  went  with  his  regiment  in  pursuit 
of  Ilood  and  fought  in  the  battles  of  Spring  Ilill, 
Franklin  and  Nashville.  He  was  honorably  dis¬ 
charged  with  his  regiment  and  was  mustered  out 
June  10, 1865,  when  he  returned  home  and  engaged 
in  faming. 

Previous  to  entering  the  army,  our  subject  pur¬ 
chased  eighty  acres  of  land,  located  on  section  5, 
and  included  in  his  present  farm.  He  has  at  dif¬ 
ferent  times  purchased  property  until  his  estate 
now  includes  four  hundred  and  fifty  acres  in  Rock¬ 
ford  Township.  He  has  been  more  than  ordinarily 
successful  in  agricultural  pursuits,  and  in  the  fall 
of  1891  lie  rented  his  farm  and  purchased  a  home 
in  the  city  of  Rockford,  where  he  now*  lives  re¬ 
tired. 

The  date  of  our  subject’s  marriage  to  .Eliza 
Davis,  a  native  of  New  Brunswick,  was  April  17, 
1867.  She  was  the  daughter  of  John  and  Ellen 
Davis  and  departed  this  life  in  1872.  Mr.  Simpson 
the  following  year  was  married  to  Catherine 
Spottswood,  a  native  of  Kcmptville,  Grenville 
County,  Province  of  Ontario,  Canada,  and  the 
daughter  of  Robert  and  Mary  (Graham)  Spotts¬ 
wood.  The  father  was  born  in  or  near  Roxlroro, 
Scotland,  where  also  his  father,  Robert  Spottswood, 
was  born,  and  came  to  America  in  1833,  settling 
in  Grenville  County,  Canada.  He  lmd  married 
Elizabeth  Prater,  also  a  native  of  Scotland,  who 
died  in  Canada  in  June,  1866. 

The  father  of  Mrs.  Simpson  was  a  blacksmith  by 
trade,  and  on  coming  to  America  in  1833,  landed 
in  Quebec,  whence  he  went  to  Komptville  and  was 
engaged  in  the  mercantile  business.  Later,  Ire 
removed  to  St.  Lawrence  County,  N,  Y.,  and  after 
a  few  years’  residence  there,  returned  to  ICempt- 
ville,  where  he  followed  his  trade  of  a  blacksmith 
until  1867,  the  date  of  his  arrival  in  Illinois.  He  is 
now  engaged  at  his  trade  in  Westfield  Corners. 
Mrs.  Simpson’s  mother  is  the  daughter  Of  .lames 
and  Catherine  (Clinkscales)  Graham,  and  was  born 
in  Dumfriesshire, Scotland,  and  is  still  living.  The 
only  daughter  of  our  subject  by  his  first,  marriage 
died  when  twelve  years  of  age.  The  two  children 
born  of  his  second  union  are  still  living  and  named 
respectively  Mary  11.  and  Arthur  G. 

The  Hon,  Robert  Simpson  was  elected  to  the 


State  Legislature  on  the  Democratic  ticket  in  1888. 
He  lias  also  served  his  fellow-townsmen  in  other 
capacities  and  for  a  period  of  ten  years  was  Super¬ 
visor  of  Rockford  Township. 

5HOMAS  D.  REBER,  Treasurer  of  the  Rock¬ 
ford  Lumber  and  Fuel  Company,  of  which 
business  he  was  one  of  the  promoters,  has 
filled  his  present  position  since  the  organization  of 
that  company  in  April,  1890,  and  is  one  Of  the 
leading  business  men  of  the  place.  Ho  was  for¬ 
merly  a  member -of  the  firm  of  Perry  &  Reber, 
lumber  dealers,  the  company  being  formed  on  the 
6th  of  January,  1885,  and  ho  is  now  a  Director 
and  President  of  the  Rockford  Driving  Club,  in 
which  lie  is  a  large  stockholder.  This  club  was 
organized  in  1890  and  has  since  laid  out  a  park 
and  built  a  mile-race  track.  Mr.  Reber,  who  is 
deeply  interested  in  the  breeding  and  raising  of 
standard-bred  horses,-  is  the  owner  of  the  well- 
known  horse  “  Independence,”  record  2:30,  and 
also  owns  other  promising  animals.  He  is  a  stock¬ 
holder  of  the  Ingersoll  Milling  Company,  organ¬ 
ized  In  the  early  part  of  1891,  is  a  Director  of  the 
same,  and  he  is  also  Vice-President  of  tiro  Board  of 
Control,  of  the  Rockford  Commercial  Club,  organ¬ 
ized  in  February,  1891.  He  is  a  stockholder  in 
the  Excelsior  Furniture  Company,  was  President 
of  the  same  in  1890  and  Vice-Prcsiden  t  in  1891, 
and  he  is  also  a  stockholder  find  an  ex-Dircclor  of 
the  Rockford  Paint  Company,  lie  is  a  stockholder 
in  both  the  Manufacturers’  National  Bank  and  the 
Forest  City  National  Bank;  the  latter  was  organ¬ 
ized  in  the  early  part  of  1890.  He  was  an  original 
stockholder  in  the  Superior  Brick  Company,  or¬ 
ganized  in  1891,  and  a  stockholder  in  the  Nelson 
Hotel  Company, 

Mr.  Reber  was  born  in  Reading,  Pa.,  on  the  lltli 
of  December,  1863,  passed  his  boyhood  and  youth 
there,  and  received  his  education  in  the  Reading 
Business  College.  Ho  subsequently  attended  the 
State  Normal  near  Lancaster,  Pa.,  and  in  April, 
1883,  with  very  little  means  to  assist  him  in  the 
struggle  for  a  livelihood,  ho  came  to  Rockford, 
111.,  and  began  working  for  the  modest  sum  of 
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$1.25  per  day.  lie  is  of  Pennsylvania  Dutch  stock, 
and  his  parents,  B.  B.  and  Mary  E.  (Dechart)  Re- 
ber,  were  natives  of  the  Keystone  State.  The  fa¬ 
ther  died  when  our  subject  was  eighteen  months 
old,  but  the  mother,  who  is  still  quite  active  al¬ 
though  well  along  in  years,  resides  in  Reading,  Pa. 

Mr.  Rebor  was  married  to  Miss  Lydia  Logue,  a 
native  of  Chicago,  but  who  was  reared  and  edu¬ 
cated  in  Rockford,  where  her  parents  are  still  liv¬ 
ing.  Ho  has  just  completed  a  $6,000  residence 
at  No.  305  South  Third  Street,  and  a  $2,000  barn 
at  the  same  place.  Ho  is  a  live  man  and  full  of 
energy  and  business.  He  and  Mrs.  Reber  are 
classed  among  the  leading  young  people  of  the 
city  and  regular  attendants  at  the  First  Christian 
Union  Church.  Socially,  Mr.  Rober  is  a  Thirty- 
second  degree  Mason,  a  member  of  the  Consistorv 
of  Freeport,  charter  member  of  the  Uniform 
Rank  Knights  of  Pythias,  the  Improved  Order  of 
Red  men,  of  Rockford,  and  of  the  German  society, 
Germania.  He  is  also  a  charter  member  of  the 
Royal  Arcanum.  In  politics,  he  is  a  Democrat  in 
national  affairs,  lie  was  formerly  a  member  of 
the  local  militia,  the  Rockford  City  Grays,  and 
was  First  Lieutenant  of  his  company  for  two  years. 
Although  not  at  all  superstitions,  Mr.  Reber  re¬ 
gards  the  7 th  of  each  month  as  his  "lucky  dajV’ 
iiml  rcal!.y  bus  been  very  fortunate  on  those  days. 
To  his  marriage  have  been  born  two  interesting 
children,  Delon  J.,  about  three  years  old,  and  Ed¬ 
win  Perry,  six  mouths  old. 


WAR!)>  President  of  the  Ward  Pump 
J|f#  Company,  of  Rockford,  was  born  in  the. 
ii  Province  of  Ontario,  Canada,  and  was  a 
son  of  Mark  Ward.  His  grandfather  and  father 
were  both  natives  of  the  Empire  State.  The  latter 
learned  the  trade  of  a  molder  when  a  young  man, 
and  was  thus  employed  when,  with  his  parents,  ho 
went  to  Ontario,  where  he  worked  as  a  molder 
until  1854.  In  that  year  he  brought  his  family  to 
Rockford,  HI.,  afterward  removing  to  Milford, 
whore  lie  died  at  about  the  age  of  fifty  years.  His 
wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Ami  m’.  Johnston, 
was  horn  m  Canada,  but  her  parents  were  natives 


of  New  York,  and  were  of  Dutch  descent.  She  is 
still  living  in  Rockford,  at  the  advanced  ago  of 
eighty-nine  years,  and  is  a  member  of  the  Baptist 
Church,  to  which  Mr.  Ward  also  belonged. 

In  the  family  of  this  worthy  couple  were  six 
children,,  Our  subject  remained  under  the  parental 
roof  until  he  attained  his  majority,  and  under  his 
father,  learned  the  trade- of  a  molder.  At  the  a«u 
of  seventeen,  he  came  with  the  family  to  Rockford 
in  1854,  and  in  this  city  was  subsequently  married 
to  Helen  Wortman,  who  was  horn  in  Pennsylva¬ 
nia,  and  when  a  child,  came  to  Illinois  with  her 
parents,  William  and  Mary  (Milleck)  Wortman, 
who  were  also  natives  of  the  Keystone  State,  and 
were  of  Pennsylvania  Dutch  descent.  On  coming 
to  the  West,  they  located  on  a  farm  in  Scott  Towm 
ship,  Ogle  County,  where  both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wort- 
man  spent  the  remainder  of  their  days.  His  death 
occurred  at  the  age  of  seventy-seven  years,  and 
his  wife  died  in  her  fifty-second  year.  They  were 
j  members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  were 
highly  respected  people.  In  their  family  were 
three  sons  and  four  daughters,  who  are  yet  iivino-. 

live  children  have  graced  the  union  of  Mr.  ami 
Mrs.  Ward:  Elmer,  who  married  Anna  Welenhall 
and  is  a  molder  in  his  father’s  shops;  Mary  E.  an 
intelligent  young  lady,  occupying  the  ^position  of 
•treasurer  of  the  Ward  Pump  Conipany;  Mark  A 
a  molder  by  trade,  employed  as  shipping  agent  in 
lus  father’s  shops;  Belle  and  Carrie,  at  home  Ail 
Of  the  family  are  stockholders  in  the  Pump  Com¬ 
pany.  The  mother  and  children  are  members  of 
the  Centennial  Methodist  Church.  The  father 
and  s0ns  ai-e  stanch  Republicans  in  politics.  The 
family  have  a  pleasant  borne  at  No.  302  Third 
Street,  and  is  well  and  favorably  known  through¬ 
out  the  community.  ° 

After  coming  to  Rockford,  Mr.  Ward  was  em¬ 
ployed  as  a  molder  for  some  time,  ami  later  became 
connected  in  that  capacity  with  Emerson  &  Taleott 
containing  with  those  gentlemen  for  some  years’ 

In  company  with  M.  I).  Gebler,  he  then  established 
business  as  a  molder  and  foundry  man,  and  after 
three  or  four  years  became  sole  proprietor.  That 
was  the  beginning  of  his  present  business.  He 
commenced  the  manufacture  and  sale  of  pumps, 
and  in  August,  1889,  the  company  of  which  he  is 
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president  was  incorporated.  They  now  do  a  suc¬ 
cessful  and  rapidly  growing  business,  and  in  con¬ 
nection  with  the  manufacture  of  pumps,  now  do 
repair  and  job  casting.  The  oiiicors  of  the  com¬ 
pany  are  Frank  Ward,  President;  George  S.  Stan¬ 
ley,  Vice-President;  Frank  Lane,  Secretary;  and 
Miss  Mary  E.  Ward,  Treasurer.  Our  subject  is  an 
enterprising  business  man,  sagacious  and  far- 
sighted,  and  by  the  exercise  of  gooct  business 
principles  has  steadily  worked  his  way  upward  to 
a  position  among  the  leading  manufacturers  of  this 
thriving  city. 


<sp«5)  l)\VARD  G.  SHELDEN.  Among  the  many 
IjLj]  prominent  agriculturists  of  Winnebago 
/IlU  County  who  arc  now  living  retired  in  the 
village  of  that  name,  we  are  pleased  to  mention 
Mr.  Shelden,  who  ranks  among- the  well-to-do  and 
progressive  citizens  of  this  section.  He  was  born 
in  Granger,  Medina  County,  Ohio,  and,  it  is  sup¬ 
posed,  is  a  direct  descendant  of  the  seventh  gener¬ 
ation  from  William  Shelden,  who  emigrated  from 
England  in  1634,  and  located  at  South  Kensing¬ 
ton,  R.  I.  The  line  of  ancestry  is  as  follows: 
John,  son  of  William;  Isaac,  son  of  John;  Joseph, 
son  of  Isaac;  Jonathan,  son  of  Joseph;  David,  son 
of  Jonathan,  was  the  father  of  our  subject.  He 
was  born  in  Schoharie  County,  N.  Y.,  October  29, 
1794. 

Jonathan  Shelden,  the  grandfather  of  our  sub¬ 
ject,  was  born  June  21,  1770,  probably  in  New 
England;  he  resided  for  a  number  of  years  in 
Schoharie  County,  N.  Y.,  thence  moved  to  Ohio 
and  'oeated  on  a  farm  in  Richfield  Township, 
Summit  County,  where  he  was  living  at  the  time 
Of  his  demise.  The  full  name  of  h|s  wife,  and 
grandmother  of  our  subject,  was  Abiah  Norlhrup, 
who  was  born  April  16,  1770,  and  died  on  the 
homo  farm  in  Richfield  Township. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  reared  in  his  na¬ 
tive  State,  and  when  eighteen  years  old  went  to 
Ohio,  his  destination  being  Cleveland.  There 
being  a  severe  storm,  the  passengers  on  the  vessel 
on  which,  he  had  taken  passage  wore  obliged  to 


laud,  and  ho  made  his  way  on.  foot  to  Richfield 
Township,  Summit  County,  llo  resided  there  Cor 
a  time  and  then  returned  to  the  Empiro  State  and 
was  married,  whence  lie  again  came  to  Ohio  and 
purchased  a  tract  of  timber  land  in  what  is  now 
Granger  Township,  and  there  erected  a  log  house, 
in  which  our  subject  was  born.  Ilia  decease  oc¬ 
curred  March  31,  .1873,  and  liis  wife,  who  boro 
tlm  maiden  name  of  Anna  Scarles,  also  died  on 
the  same  farm. 

The  parental  family  of  our  subject  included 
eight  children:  Flimhe  A.,  Ezra  D.,  Edward  CL, 
Isaiah  J.,  Clinton  G.,  Myron  S.,  Albert  1).  and 
Frances  E.  Our  subject  was  reared  in  his  native 
town  and  attended  the  pioneer  log  sehoolhouse, 
which  contained  slabs  set  on  wooden  pins  for 
seats.  He  assisted  his  failier  in  carrying  on  the 
fanp  in  the  woods  until  1851,  when  lie  paid  li is 
first  visit  to  Illinois.  At  that  tune  Cherry  Val¬ 
ley  was  the  Western  terminus  of  the  railroad,  and 
Rockford  was  reached  by  stage.  Our  subject 
Started  on  foot  to  explore  the  country,  and,  re¬ 
turning  to  Ohio,  resided  there  until  June,  18.03, 
when,  accompanied  by  his  wife  and  one  child,  lie 
started  to  Illinois.  Mr.  Shelden  purchased  a  tract 
of  wild  prairie  land  on  section  1,  Seward  Town¬ 
ship,  for  which  be  paid  $5  per  acre.  After  im¬ 
proving  bis  property,  bo  sold  it  and  bought  two 
hundred  and  forty  acres  on  sections  14  and  23. 
He  later  removed  to  the  farm  which  lie  still  owns 
and  rents. 

In  October,  1848,  tbc  original  of  this  sketch 
was  married  to  Aurenda  M.  Stimson,  who  was 
horn  in  Mendon,  Monroe  County,  N.  Y.,  January 
29,  1829.  Her  father,  Jasou  Stimson,  was  a  na¬ 
tive  of  Vermont,  whence  he  removed  to  New 
York  Slate,  residing  for  a  time  in  Mendon,  when 
lie  removed  to  Granger  Township,  Medina  County, 
Ohio,  and  for  a  number  of  years  was  engaged  in 
the  mercantile  business.  During  that  time,  lie 
studied  medicine,  and  when  completing  a  course 
in  the.  college  and  ready  to  practice,  he  was  taken 
sick  and  died. 

The  maiden  name  of  the  mother  of  Mrs.  Shelden 
was  Mary  J.  I’hcips.  She  is  now  living  at  tin  age  of 
eighty-seven  years,  and  makes  her  home  with  hei 
sons,  Milton  and  Jason,  in  Iowa.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
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Sl.oklou  Ini vo  four  child ron,  namely:  Elwin,  who 
iiiiimod  Eosrpha  Copehuui,  has  Uvo  sons,  Frank 
and  Ilornor;  ho.  resides  in  Topeka,  Ivan.  Oeoro'o 
E.  married  Artel  issa  Bentley,  1ms  three  children, 
Lena,  Elmer  and  (’larenee,  and  also  resides  in  To¬ 
peka.  Clara,  the  wife  of  Edward  L.  Copeland 
has  two  children,  Harold  and  Malcolm,  and  also’ 
makes  her  home  in  Topeka.  Mary  J.  fc,  the  n-ife 
of  Walter  Whittlesey  and  lives  at  Oak  Park,  Chi¬ 
cago. 

1  he  maternal  grandfather  of  our  subject,  Isaiah 
Henries,  was  horn  April  7,  17159,  and  served  in  the 
War  of  18 12.  Ho  was  wounded  in  the  battle  of  i 
Chippewa,  Canada,  September  17,  1 81-1,  taken  a  ! 
prisoner  and  carried  to  Montreal,  where  ins  death 
occurred  in  December,  1811.  The  maiden  name, 
of  lus  wife  was  Anna  Dean,  who  was  born  duly 
19, 1762, and  died  at  Royalton,  Cuyalioga  County1, 
Ohio.  -  ’ 


CsC  ■ 


—  C~X?S— , 


jlr^  OBERT  COLTON.  The  English-Anierlenn 
Ml  ClXmms  <)f  Winnebago  County  have  an  ex- 
c|'ll(‘nt  representative  in  the  person  of  Mr- 

Colton,  whose  portrait  and  life  sketch  are 
,  ,u'(‘St‘uU‘d-  IIc  ^  one  of  the  pioneers  of  184(1 
1111  (  lus  ‘si,U'mlid  ‘'slate  in  Durand  Township,  which 
consists  of  three  hundred  and  twenty-live  fertile 
acres,  is  supplied  with  all  the  needful  Indiciums, 
erected  substantially  and  designed  attractive^’ 
lie  has  put  forth  his  best  effort*  to  make  of  it' a 
home  suited  to  his  tastes  and  the  needs  of  his  fam¬ 
ily,  and  well  has  he  succeeded 
T|.»  natal  < lny  of  Mr.  Colton  was  October  u,  i 
1«1  .  a, Hi  In,  birthplace,  Nottingham  County.  j 
■  VMml.  Ita  n  the  youngest  child  in  11, c  faraij,,  I 
encle,  that  included  (low  children,  the  others  be'.  ! 
,,,RA,,n  married  J(l|u,  Jolm  I 

which  n  Ws  <li«d,  „1  j 

'  huh  tune  he  was  compelled  to  start  out  in  life  on  ' 
,»  «»•',  account.  He  redded  win,  *  tlll„  ' 
inaus  end,  when  old  enough  t„  receive,  warns, 
j“wl  m!t,.ton  ItH'hard  Neon,  whom’ 

T  as  compensation  for 

lus  labors,  from  #40  to  £7 5  1H,r  y(lftr 

'u  Urn  spring  of  18111,  Mr.  dlum  eoneinded  to 
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j  try  his  fortune  in  the  New  World,  and,  setting  sail 
j  in  the  American  vessel  “Mississippi,”  after  a  voy- 
,  age  of  twenty-three  days,  landed  in  New  York 
Harbor.  He  at  onee  proceeded  to  Steuben  Gourd- 
N  Y.,  and  worked  by  the  day,  job,  and  month,  at 
an> thing  he  could  find  to  do.  lie  was  thus  ern- 
ployed  for  two  years,  and  during  that  time  saved 
f  Winc'h  SOvVca  to  Start  him  in  life.  Coming 
toM  umebago  County,  ho  purchased  from  the  Gov! 
eminent  a  tract  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres 
1  located  on  section  29,  Durand  Township.  ' 

'  „  '1a''uary”>  Robert  Colton  and  Miss  Mar- 
tlin-  -lane  Himes  were  united  in  marriage.  The 
i.^dy,  who  was  the  daughter  of  Kingsley  'and  Lu- 
■  ^.n<.  '1  ((  ainl'fiel])  Himes,  was  bom  in  New  York 
Ski  e,  and  came  to  Illinois  with  her  parents.  Mr. 
Codon  finally  sold  the  farm  above  referred  to, and 
pmchased  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  located 
on  section  28.  The  land  was  Covered  with  timber 
and  underbrush,  and  here  our  subject  settled,  and 

oc^c, he\:,:,;;v::rtr:u,::;;:."::;i 

on  section  21.  His  property  in  the  county  a-„T0. 
gates  throe  hundred  and  twenty-five  non-' 

!  Mrs.  Martha  Jane  Colum  departed  this  Jife  at 
hot  home  in  April,  1858,  leaving  live  children  • 
I.etll,a  C,  Mr,  George  Krone,  mahes  he,  home  |n 
Monona  County,  Iowa;  Elizabeth  L.  resides  in  Dur 
ami  township,  and  is  the  wife  of  Gnome  Cole- 
G  race  A.  married  Warren  Pettingill,  an  drives  in’ 
Green  County, Wis.j  Anna  E.  is  the  wife  of  Charles 
Hammond,  and  makes  her  homo  in  this  iownsW 
one  son  died  in  childhood.  ’ 

The  tarty  whom  o„r  subject  etae  for  l,is  second 
1„  Z  UX  li'lmu“-v'  »»  Jayne;  she  was 

"  Y";'"*’  a'Kl  «“  *  *«*••«  of  William 
J.ijne.  Bj  her  marriage  will,  our  subject  she  he 
rnme  the  mother  of  two  children,  c,o„L  i  „L  ‘ 
who  ,l,e,l  ,1,  infancy,  and  William  Waite,.  ,  V 

UV  T  '*  1“'°'™!™  ta  that  city 

Alte,  the  dean,  „f  Mrs.  Ann  Colton, 

was  married  October  10,  1887,  to  Mrs.  Carrie  A 
Moore,  arc  Bradley,  The  lady  was  born  in  lugt 
.-.atc,  I  ranklin  County,  YT  June  ",  wr  , 
a  daughter  of  Stephen  and  Ph.vhJ  ih-ad^  sim 
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Avas  reared  to  womanhood  in  the  Green  Mountain 
State,  and  was  there  married  to  Richard  Moore,  by 
whom  she  became  the  mother  of  six  children,  viz.: 
Phoebe,  Frederick,  Jennie,  Richard,  May  and 
Stephen. 

lie  of  whom  wo  write  is  Democratic  in  his  poli¬ 
tical  affiliations.  During  the  war  lie  was  a  strong 
Union  man,  and  a  member  of  the  Union  League. 
He  has  become  fully  identified  with  the  interests 
of  the  county,  and  has  contributed  in  no  small 
degree  to  its  growth  and  prosperity.  Ilis  present 
large  property  has  been  acquired  through  excellent 
judgment,  and  his  position  is  among  the  foremost 
agriculturists  of  the  county. 


ij^IRAM  C.  PHILLIPS,  a  successful  pattern- 
maker  and  mechanical  draughtsman,  of 
jkJP  Rockford,  was  born  in  the  Empire  State, 
(HI  and  is  descended  from  English  ancestors. 
His  parents,  Jarvis  and  Nancy  J.  (Campbell)  Phil¬ 
lips,  were  also  natives  of  New  York  State,  the 
father  born  in  Saratoga  and  the  mother  in  Albany 
County.  The  elder  Mr.  Phillips  was  reared  on  a 
farm,  and  was  married  in  his  native  county  to  Miss 
Campbell,  whose  grandfather  was  a  Scotchman. 
After  all  their  children  were  born,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Phillips  came  West  to  Black  Hawk  County,  Iowa, 
settled  on  and  improved  a  fine  farm,  and  there  his 
death  occurred  when  nearly  three-score  years  and 
ten.  He  was  quiet,  industrious  and  thrifty  and 
accumulated  a  comfortable  fortune.  In  politics, 
he  was  a  Republican,  and,  in  religion,  lie  was  liberal. 
His  wife,  who  survives  him,  is  now  a  resident  of 
Waterloo,  Iowa,  and  is  sixty-seven  years  of  age. 

Our  subject,  the  only  son  of  his  parents,  has 
three  sisters,  who  make  their  homes  in  Iowa  and 
Nebraska.  He  came  West  with  Iris  parents  in  1865, 
and,  later,  went  to  Moline,  Ill.,  where  he  learned 
his  trade.  He  subsequently  spent  one  winter  in 
the  “Lone  Star  State,”  but  returned  to  Iowa,  and 
was  engaged  in  superintending  the  building  of  the 
Insane  Hospital,  at  Independence.  Early  in'  the 
’70s,  he  came  to  Rockford,  and  for  about  twelve 
years  he  has  resided  on  his  present  property.  For 
some  time,  he  has  been  an  experimental  pattern¬ 


maker,  and  most  of  the  Lime  has  been  engaged  in 
business  on  his  own  account.  lie  is  thoroughly 
familiar  with  his  business  in  every  detail  and  is  a 
skillful  mechanic  and  pattern-maker.  Since  his 
residence  in  this  city,  Mr.  Phillips  went  to  Califor¬ 
nia,  and  for  some  lime  was  in  Los  Angeles  ami 
San  Francisco,  working  while  in  the  latter  place 
on  the  cruiser  “Charleston”  as  a  pattern-maker. 
After  this,  lie  spent  one  year  in  Milwaukee,  Wis., 
with  the  Milwaukee  Harvester  Company,  and  then 
returned  to  the  thriving  little  city  of  Rockford. 

Our  subject  w;is  married  in  this  city  to  Miss  Libby 
Shearer,  a  native  of  Winnebago  County,  Ill.,  who 
received  her  schooling  and  attained  her  growth  in 
Rockford.  Her  father,  George  Shearer,  came  to 
Winnebago  County  at  a  very  early  day,  and  died 
here  when  about  sixty  yearn  of  age.  He  was  a 
wheelwright  by  trade.  Ilis  wife,  whose  maiden 
name  was  Lizzie  Whisen,  is  still  living,  and  makes 
her  homo  with  her  children.  She  is  about  sixty- 
four  years  of  age.  They  were  natives  of  Wheel¬ 
ing,  Va.,  and  both  were  strict  Methodists  in  their 
religious  views. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Phillips  are  pleasantly  located  on 
a  very  valuable  tract  of  laud  on  Corey  s  Bluffs, 
Sou tli  Main  Street,  and  arc  well  respected  in  the 
community.  They  are  the  parents  of  lour  daugh¬ 
ters:  Eva,  Myrtie,  Cora  and  Florence,  all  at  home. 


WjOSEPII  W.  FAULKNER,  died  at  his  home 
1|  in  Rockford,  February  21,  1888,  having 
removed  here  from  his  farm,  which  was 
located  in  Rockford  Township,  about  one 
year  prior  to  liis  decease.  He  was  a  very  old  resi¬ 
dent  of  this  county,  having  come  hither  when  a 
youth  of  seventeen  years  with  his  parents,  and 
when  attaining  his  majority  secured  land  in  Sew¬ 
ard  Township  and  was  engaged  in  its  cultivation 
for  a  number  of  years.  He  later  became  the  owner 
of  ft  fine  piece  of  improved  land,  located  three 
miles  from  Rockford,  which  he  made  more  valua¬ 
ble  by  the  erection  thereon  of  first-class  buildings, 
lie  left  at  his  death  an  excellent  estate  of  one  hun¬ 
dred  and  three  acres,  which  is  now  in  the  posses¬ 
sion  of  his  Avidow  and  children. 


Mr.  Faulkner  was  born  in  Bedfordshire,  Kur¬ 
land,  January  3,  183-1,  being  U.c  son  of  John  and 
Mary  (Bead)  Faulkner,  also  natives  of  ihut  shire 
where  they  were  farmers.  After  the  birth  of  saven 
children,  the  parents  of  our  subject  came  to  Amer¬ 
ica  early  in  the  ’50s,  making  the  journey  on  a 
sailing-vessel,  which  landed  them  in  Now  York 
after  a  tedious  ocean  voyage  of  seven  weeks. 
They  came  direct  to  Chicago,  thence  overland 
with  teams  to  Winnebago  County,  where  they 
were  among  the  early  pioneers  of  Seward  Town¬ 
ship  The  father  entered  a  tract  of  Government 
land,  which  he  improved  and  brought  to  an  excel¬ 
lent  state  of  cultivation,  and  ranked  anion  «•  the 
well-to-do  agriculturists  of  this  section. 

Our  subject,  as  before  stated,  was  a  young  man 
when  coming  to  this  county,  and  assisted  his  father 
in  developing  the  now  farm  and  was  frequently 
sent  to  Chicago  where  all  their  farm  products 
were  marketed.  John  Faulkner,  the  father  of 
our  subject,  departed  this  life  at  his  home  m  Win 
nebago  village  in  1884,  after  having  attained  to 
the  age  of  three-score  and  ten  years.  His  wife  is 
still  surviving  him  at  the  age  of  eighty-four  years 
making  her  homo  at  No.  704  Winnebago  Street 
Rockford.  Like  her  husband,  she  is  a  member  of 
die  Methodist  Church,  to  the  support  of  which  she 
is  a  liberal  contributor.  The  father  of  our  sub 
jeet  was  known  in  this  locality  as  “  Facie  Jolm„y  ” 
and  was  active  in  all  good  work  which  tended  te 
tlu>  upbuilding  of  his  community.  He  erected  the 
first  warehouse  in  Winnebago  'and  was  held  in 
high  esteem  for  his  honorable  and  upright  life. 

the  parental  family  of  our  subject  included  fif¬ 
teen  children,  of  whom  two  sons  and  seven  dau-di 
U-rsare  living.  Joseph  W.  is  the  eldest  son  and 
second  child,  and  on  attaining  mature  years  was 
married  1R  this  city  to  Miss  Catherine'  Fuulkcr, 
spelled  in  Scotland  Falconer.  She  was  born  in 
Russ-sh.re,  Scotland,  in  1830,  and  was  only  six  or 
seven  years  old  when  she  accompanied  her'parents 
0,1  Uum'  ,'('nu)val  U)  America,  where  they  located 
"-IMcr,,,,..  Thus  was  early  in  the  ^uTand 
;'N  1,8  ™IU*  w;us  «Wly  settled  and  most  of 
m  and  in  Us  primitive  condition,  they  endured 
!i  <«“’  hardships  and  privations  incident  to 
,,M,mH*rhip-  Th^  >«**»  Mr  home  for  some 
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tunc  m  a  hut  which  did  not  even  boast;  the  luxury 
of  a  floor.  Tiiis  rude  structure,  however,  later 
gave  way  to  a  comfortable  residence,  and  the 
father,  Hugh  Falconer,  later  removed  to  Winne¬ 
bago,  where  lie  died  in  advanced  life.  He  was 
widely  and  favorably  known  throughout  the 
county,  being  one  of  those  sturdy  Scotch  citizens 
who  have  contributed  so  much  to  the  upbuilding 
of  this  section.  Mrs.  Falconer  died  twenty  years 
after  her  husband’s  decease,  missing  away  at  the 
Rome  of  her  daughter,  Mrs.  Faulkner.  Hhe  was 
at  that  time  seventy-three  years  of  age  and  a  con¬ 
sistent  member  of  the  Congregational  Church,  with 
winch  denomination  her  husband  was  also  con¬ 
nected.  Our  subject’s  wife  lias  three  brothers,  all 
farmers,  now  living  in  this  county,  where  she  was 
reared  and  has  always  resided. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Faulkner  two  daughters  have 
been  born:  Mary,  who  is  the  wife  of  James  Ben¬ 
nett,  a  native  of  Glasgow,  Scotland,  who  is  con- 
c  acting  o  line  tailoring  business  at  No.  210  West 
State  Street,,  is  the  mother  of  two  children,  Ethel 
and  Josephine;  Katie  L.,  the  second  daughter 
resides  at  home  with  her  mother.  ’ 


BNRY  b  LSIIER,  one  of  the  prominent  busi¬ 
ness  men  and 


g)  ness  men  and  representative  citizens  of 
Rockford,  died  on  the  21st  of  January 
187 1 ,  al  Ten, i villi*.  Mid..,  where  l,c  had  ten 
Ml  business.  lie  was  originally  from  Vermont, 
ms  birth  oec, wring  i„  Kpringlleld  of  that  Stain, 
],n  1, a, -onto,  Isaac,  ami  Harriot  (Johnson) 
1'1,-lior,  wore  natcres  rc51>oclively  of  Massachusetts 
•ml  1  ornumt.  After  Uieirmnrriage,  this  worthy 
couple  resided  m  Vermont,  where  Mr.  Kishor,  who 
owned  woolen  mills  and  who  was  a  skilled  maehin- 
ist,  had  a  very  extensive  business.  As  the  years 
passed  by  they  retired  from  the  aotivc  duties  of 
life,  moved  to  Hocktord,  HI.,  and  there  the  moth¬ 
er  s  death  occurred  a  few  mouths  later,  when 
seventy  years  of  ^  fclker  sm.vu,C(UK„’ 

ot  the/"  •V°"re;.  Kuth  Mcemplary  meiuhers 
of  he  (  ougregat.onal  Church  and  active  worker. 
11.  lie  same.  He  adulated  will,  llepulimwn 
pnit.  111  Ins  political  views.  Their  son,  H,,,,,.,. 
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Fisher,  received  n  good  common-school  education 
in  his  native  State  and  subsequently  went  to  Alle¬ 
gan.  Mich.,  where  he  met  and  married  Miss 
Alma  L.  Parklierst,  a  native  oi  Bethel,  Yt.,  and 
the  daughter  of  Judge  EbenezeT  and  Lucy  (Cush¬ 
ing)  Park h erst,  both  natives  of  Windsor  County, 
Yt  Early  in  the  ’IDs,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Parklierst 
moved  to'  Michigan,  making  the  trip  overland 
with  teams,  and  located  at  Allegan  when  it  was 
but  a  hamlet  They  had  the  first  frame  residence 
in  the  place,  and  there  the  father  received  his  final 
summons,  his  death  occurring  when  sixty-four , 
years  of  age.  For  years  he  was  one  of  the  leading 
men  of  the  county  and  held  many  positions  of 
trust  and  honor,  the  duties  of  which  ho  discharged 
with  ability,  fidelity  and  excelled  ;;  Judgment  He 
was  Probate  Judge,  Comity  Treasurer  and  Register 
Of  Deeds  for  a  great  many  years.  lie  had  taken 
decided  vuvs  os  a  Whig  in  politics  and  was  known 
as  a  live  and  active  worker  for  his  party.  He  was 
a  descendant  of  an  old  and  prominent  Vermont 
family,  the  members  of  which  suffered  much  from 
the  Indians  during  the  War  of  1812,  and  his 
brother  was  captured  and  held  by  the  savages  for 
some  time.  After  the  death  of  Judge  Parklierst, 
his  widow  moved  to  Iowa  and  there  died  at  the 
age  of  sixty-four.  Both  were  Congregational  lets 
in  their  religious  views.  Mrs.  Fisher  was  but 
twelve  years  of  age  when  her  parents  moved  to 
Michigan  and  in  that  State  she  made  her  homo 
until  1854,  when  she  came  with  her  husband  to 
Rockford.  .Since  bis  death,  she  has  resided  at  the 
old  home,  No.  107  South  West  .Street,  where  she 
owns  a  comfortable  residence  and  a  valuable  lot. 
After  locating  in  Rockford,  Mr.  Fisher  became 
connected  with  the  lumber  business  and  owned 
large  yards  in  that  city  and  Cherry  Valley.  He 
also  owned  a  sawmill  at  Oconto,  Wis.,  and  was 
engaged  in  the  lumber  business  there  and  at  Fenn- 
ville,  Mich,  Aside  from  this,  he  owned  some  val¬ 
uable  property  in  Rockford,  and  was  considered  a 
very  successful  and  prosperous  business  man.  He 
had  for  partners  such  well-known  business  men 
as  Phineas  Howes  and  John  Lake,  both  prominently 
connected  with  the  business  interests  of  the  city 
at  the  present  time.  For  a  number  of  years,  Mr, 
Fisher  was  .Superintendent  of  the  Third  Ward, where 


he  had  made  his  home  since  his  residence  in  that 
city,  and  was  holding  that  position  at  the  time  of 
his  death,  which  occurred  ivlien  he  was  fifty-four 
years  of  age.  In  politics  ho  advocated  the  prin¬ 
ciples  of  the  Republican  party,  and  iu  religion  ho 
was  identified  with  the  Congregational  Church. 
He  bad  a  host  of  warm  flrionds  and  his  death 
was  the  occasion  of  universal  sorrow.  Mrs.  Fisher 
is  well  preserved  for  her  years  and  still  takes 
much  interest  in  passing  events.  She  lias  a 
brother  living  in  Baltimore  and  a  sister  in  Chi¬ 
cago.  To  her  marriage  were  born  four  children: 
Alice,  the  wife  of  George  Eking,  a  prominent 
banket,  Alderman  of  the  Third  Ward,  a  member  of 
the  School  Board  and  one  of  the  live  men  of 
Rockford,  and  they  reside  with  Mrs.  Fisher;  G. 
at  home;  ‘William  II..  with  the  firm  of  Holland  <V 
Ferguson,  real-estate  dealers,  married  Miss  iiose- 
mond  Littlcfied,  and  Frank  P.  married  Miss  lama 
Gammon  and  is  now  a  resident  of  Rockford. 

ETII  C.  WILDKli,  wtio  lias  long  teen  on- 

gaged  in  farming  on  section  20,  Harlem 
Township,  was  bom  on  the  5th  of  Decem¬ 
ber,  1819,  in  Jericho,  Chittenden  County, 
Vt.  Tradition  says  that  the  great-grandfather 
was  born  in  London,  England,  and  came  to 
America  in  Colonial  times,  settling  in  or  near 
Lowell,  Mass.,  and  at  one  time  he  owned  a  tract  of 
land  now  included  in  Lowell.  The  grandfather, 
Oliver  Wilder,  was  born  in  Massachusetts  and  was 
a  blacksmith  by  trade.  He  married  Huldali  (’ut¬ 
ter  and  spent  his  last  years  in  Jericho,  Vt.  His 
wife  afterwards  again  married  and,  having  sur¬ 
vived  her  husband  someyears,  died  iu  Franklin 
County. 

Oliver  Wilder,  Jr,,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
bom  in  Town  semi,  Mass.,  and  was  reared  on  a 
farm.  After  the  death  of  his  father  he  located  on 
the  old  homestead  and  settled  up  the  estate.  Sub¬ 
sequently,  he  purchased  a  farm  in  the  town  of 
Underhill,  where  he  made  his  home  for  twelve 
years,  when  he  bought  land  and  located  in  Jer¬ 
icho,  there  making  his  homo  until  1814,  when  he 
disposed  of  his  property  in  the  East  and  came  to 
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JJImois.  Ai,  that  time,  Winnebago  County  was 
sparsely  settled  and  tlio  work  of  civilization  and 
progress  seemed  scarcely  begun.  He  bought  a 
farm  on  section  29,  Ilnrlem  Township,  at  $16  per 
acre,  upon  which  a  log  house  and  stable  had  been 
built,  while  twenty-five  acres  of  the  land  wore  bro¬ 
ken.  He  there  resided  until  called  to  the  homo 
beyond,  April  6,  1866.  His  wife  bo.ro  the  maiden 
name  ol'  Lcmira  Lee.  She  was  born  in  Jericho, 
Vt.,  and  was  a  daughter  of  John  and  Sarah  (Coch¬ 
ran)  Lee.  Her  grandfather,  John  Lee,  Sr.,  was 
born  in  Connecticut,  and  afterward  became  one  of 
the  first  settlors  of  Jericho,  Vt.,  where  ho  secured  a 
large  tract  of  timber  land,  cleared  u  farm  and  made 
his  home  until  his  death.  IIi$  son,  after  his  mar¬ 
riage,  removed  on  a  part  of  his  father’s  land  and 
also  followed  agricultural  pursuits  throughout  his 
entire  life.  Mrs.  Wilder,  the  mother  of  our  sub¬ 
ject,  died  in  May,  1865.  She  reared  a  family  of 
ten  children:  Oluuuiooy,  Sarah,  Lomira,  Huidah, 
Seymour,  Page,  Van  Buren,  Mary  and  Laura. 

We  now  take  up  (he  personal  history  of  Seth  0. 
Wilder,  who  spent  Ids  boyhood  days  in  a  manner 
not  unlike  that  of  other  farmer  lads,  in  1843,  lie 
hath'  good-bye  fo  his  old  home  in  the  Last,  and  in 
the  autumn  of  that  year  came  to  Illinois,  locating 
upon  the  farm  which  is  yet  his  home.  Soon  aftei" 
wards,  be  was  joined  by  the  rest  of  the  family,  who 
came  in  the  spring  of  the  following  year.  *  Willi 
his  parents  lie.  remained  until  1853," then  spent 
one  year  in  Urn  East,  and  since  that  time  has  never 
left  (lie  old  homestead.  With  the  history  of  the 
county  from  a  very  early  day,  he  lias  been  promi¬ 
nently  identified  and  deserves  no  little  credit  for 
the  part  he  has  taken  in  its  upbuilding  and  ad¬ 
vancement. 

In  1861,  Mr.  Wilder  led  to  the  marriage  altar 
Miss  Polly  Ann  Sherman,  who  was  born  in  Fair- 
field,  Franklin  County,  Vt.,  and  is  a  daughter  of 
William  Sherman,  a  native  of  Connecticut.  Ilia 
father  was  also  a  native  of  the  Nutmeg  State 
and  after  his  marriage  removed  to  Vermont,  be¬ 
coming  one  of  tlie  pioneers  of  the  town  of  Fair- 
field.  Upon  the  farm  which  lie  there  purchased 
and  improved  he  made  Ids  home  until  his  death. 

Uis  wife  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Polly  Phelps. 
Their  son  William  was  only  two  years  old  at  the 


GRAPHICAL  RECORD.  681 

time  of  their  removal  to  Vermont,  where  he  was 
reared  and  educated.  Inheriting  the  old  home¬ 
stead,  he  spent  the  remainder  of  his  days  upon  it. 
lie  was  one  of  the  prominent  citizens  of  that  com¬ 
munity  and  represented  his  district  in  the  State 
Legislature.  lie  passed  away  November  1,  1857. 
Ilia  wife,  .Betsy  Lee,  was  a  daughter  of  John  and 
Sarah  (Cochran)  Lee.  She  was  born  in  Jcriclio, 
\t.,  and  died  in  May,  1882,  having  long  survived 
her  husband. 

As  before  stated,  during  his  entire  residence  in 
this  county,  Mr.  Wilder  has  resided  ogly  on  the 
one  farm.  Nearly  all  the  improvements  upon  the 
place  are  his  handiwork  and  its  neat  appearance 
tells  of  the  thrifty  and  industrious  life  which  lie 
has  led.  To  the  duties  of  citizenship  lie  is  ever 
true  and  since  the  formation  of  the  Republican 
party  lie  has  been  one  of  its  stanch  supporters. 


g^UOMAK  LANCASTER.  In  noting  the  lead- 
jf®'  ing  iuci(loil1‘s  in  the  life-record  of  this  gen- 
.  tleman,who  is  numbered  among  the  leading 
men  in  Shirland  Township,  Winnebago  County, 
we  find  that  he  was  born  in  Yorkshire,  England,  in 
1821,  and  is  a  son  of  Thomas  Lancaster,  who  lived 
and  died  in  his  native  England.  Uis  mother  bore 
the  maiden  name  of  Mary  Clark. 

ihe  parental  family  of  our  subject  included 
fourteen  children,  twelve  of  whom  grew  to  adult 
age,  our  subject  being  the  fifth  child  and  second 
son  of  the  family.  He  has  one  sister,  Mary,  Mrs. 
George  Lockwood,  whoso  husband  is  engaged  in 
ranching  and  goldmining  in  Tasmania',  whither 
they  were  taken  free  by  the  English  Government, 
to  aid  in  the  settlement  of  that  country. 

The  original  of  this  sketch,  when  twenty-five 
years  of  age,  embarked  on  a  sailing-vessel, *«Thc 
Garrick,”  and  after  a  tedious  voyage  of  five  weeks 
on  the  water,  landed  on  the  American  shore,  at 
New  York  City,  whence  he  went  to  Albany,  and 
thence  by  way  of  the  canal  *o  Buffalo,  and' sailed 
thence  by  the  lakes  to  Southport,  now  Kenosha, 

V  is.  He  had  bcou  preceded  to  the  New  World  by 
Ins  twin  brother,  who  died  a  few  months  after  our 
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subject  located  bore.  The  brothers  settled  upon  a 
tract  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  in  Newark, 
AYis.,  which  they  had  purchased  from  the  Govern¬ 
ment,  and  the  abundant  products  of  their  farm 
were  marketed  at  Beloit,  eight  miles  distant. 

Living  a  single  man  eight  or  nine  years  after 
coming  to  this  country,  our  subject,  in  February, 
185C,  was  manned  to  Sarah,  daughter  of  John 
Hydes,  who  was  killetji  in  a  public  house  in  Eng¬ 
land,  when  Mrs.  Lancaster  was  two  years  of  age. 
She  took  passage  for  this  country  in  1855,  when 
thirty-three  years  of  age,  and,  after  her  marriage, 
resided  on  the  farm  in  Newark,  Wis.,  until  1882, 
when,  with  her  husband,  she  came  to  AVinnebagi 
County,  where  Mr.  Lancaster  purchased  one  hun¬ 
dred  and  sixty-four  acres,  where,  they  at  present 
reside,  for  which  they  paid  the  sum  of  $29  per 
acre.  Their  property  in  Wisconsin  was  disposed 
of  at  the  rate  of,  $30  an  acre. 

Mr.  Lancaster  was  thrown  upon  his  own  resources 
when  a  lad  of  tw^’ye.  years,  and  was  given  the  ad¬ 
vantages  of  L,  few  months’  schooling.  By  en¬ 
ergy  and  perseverance  united  with  economy  and 
good  business  qualifications,  lie  1ms  secured  a  hand¬ 
some  competency,  and  is  now  living  in  the  enjoy¬ 
ment  of  the  comforts  and  luxuries  which  wealth 
affords,  being  worth  at  least  $12,000.  Mr.  and  Mis. 
Lancaster  have  had  no  children  of  their  own,  bur. 
have  taken  into  their  home  and  hearts  a  young 
man,  who  bears  the  name  of  Frank;  he  is  married 
to  a  niece  of  Mi1.  Lancaster’s,  and  is  working  1 
farm  on  shares.  In  politics,  our  subject  is,  and 
ahvmys  has  been,  a  Republican,  and,  although  nob 
identified  wick  any  church  organization,  gives  lib¬ 
erally  of  his  means  to  all  denominations. 


VILLI  AM  II.  BOLLOCK.  This  gentleman 
of  whom  we  write,  whose  pleasant  home  is 
to  be  found  in  Shirland  Township,  is  de¬ 
scended  on  both  sides  from  heroic  and  high- 
minded  people.  He  was  born  in  St.  Lawrence 
County,  N,  Y.,  September  25,  1814,  and  his  father, 
Samuel  Pollock,  who  was  horn  in  Ireland  in  1804, 
and  who  was  of  Scotch  descent,  came  to  the 
United  States  when  sixteen  years  of  age,  and  after 


reaching  mature  years  was  married  to  Miss  Betsey 
A.  Sac  Ice  It,  a  nali  ye  of  New  York  State.  Air  Bollock 
was  a  farmer  all  his  life  but  also  followed  the 
trade  of  a  mason.  His  wife  died  at  the  age  of 
forty-eight  years  and  lie  followed  her  to  the.  grave 
when  about  seventy-two  years  of  age. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  the  first  son  and 
fifth  child  of  eight  children  born  to  Ids  parents. 
He  was  the  first  one  of  this  family  to  make  his 
way  Westward,  and  lie  came  to  Winnebago  County, 
Shirland  Township,  April  12,  18GG.  For  the  first 
five  years  he  worked  on  the  farm  and  in  the  lum¬ 
ber  regions,  and  in  December,  1870,  he  was  wedded 
to  Airs.  Phoebe  Strail,  nee  Llppitt,  afterwards  lo¬ 
cating  on  the  farm  whore  his  wife  was  reared. 
She  is  the  daughter  of  Dr.  John  AT.  and  Almira 
(Yarrington)  Lippitt,  the  father  a  native  of 
Rhode  Island  and  of  English  descent,  and  the 
mother  a  native  of  New  York,  and  of  Scotch  par¬ 
entage.  The  Lippitts  are  of  the  English  nobility. 
Airs.  Pollock’s  parental  grandfather  was  Loudon 
Lippitt,  who  came  from  England  and  settled  in 
Rhode  Island  at  a  very  early  dale.  He  had  two 
sons  and  a  daughter;  John  AYesley,  Daniel,  who 
was  a  school  teacher  and  later  a  farmer  of  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  and  Nancy,  who  passed  away. 

John  AYesley  Lippitt  was  thoroughly  educated 
for  the  medical  profession  and  was  an  eminent 
practitioner  in  his  native  State.  He  came  to  Ill¬ 
inois  at  a  very  early  date,  probably  about  183(5, 
and  obtained  one-fourth  section  of  Government 
land  where  his  daughter  now  lives.  He  came  first 
from  New  York  prospecting  in  1835,  and  traded 
his  team  and  outfit  for  a  claim  in  Rock  ton 
Township,  after  which  he  returned  on  foot  to  Now 
York,  and  the  following  year  returned  with  an  ox- 
team  bringing  his  family,  consisting  of  his  wife 
and  four  children,  back  with  him.  On  arriving 
here,  he,  found  his  claim  covered  by  a  Government 
claim,  known  as  Indian  Float.  He  then  purchased 
another  claim  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres 
of  one  Baker  and  moved  into  a  new  log  house 
erected  by  himself.  Three  years  later,  his  wife 
died,  leaving  him  with  the  four  children  above 
mentioned;  Marta,  a  resident  of  Beloit;  Jane,  Airs. 
AY.  A.  Phelps,  of  Rockton  Township;  Ann,  Airs. 
0.  B,  Ayer,  of  Beloit,  and  Francis,  who  died  at 
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Rock  ton  when  twenty-seven  years  of  age,  'Die 
fattier  was  again  married,  in  J 8-13,  to  Mrs)  Almira 
Warren,  neti  Barrington,  who  was  a  native  of 
Chautauqua  County,  N.  Y.,  but  who  eamo  to  this 
State  about  1840.  She  boro  him  one  daughter 
and  four  sons:  Plioobe  A.,  born  in  February,  1844,, 
now  Mrs.  William  Pollock;  Loudon,  the  second 
son,  enlisted  in  the  array  when  but  eighteen,  where 
he  served  one  year  in  Company  A,  One  Hundred 
and  Forty-seventh  Illinois  Volunteers,  coming 
homo  on  account  of  failing  health,  and  died  at  lin¬ 
age  of  twenty;  John  and  Albert  Wesley,  both 
drowned,  and  Ira,  who  died  when  two  years  of 
age.  Albert  Wesley  and  John  were  promising 
boys  and  were  drowned  in  Sugar  River  ini  85  G, 
The  body  of  the  former  w:ts  not  found  by  the 
family,  although  anxiously  searched  for,  but  about 
thirty-five  years  later,  Mrs.  Pollock  learned  that 
Deacon  Patten  Atwood  had  taken  the  body  from  the 
Rock  River  at  Roseoe,  many  miles  below,  and  bur¬ 
ied  it  there.  Dr.  Lippilt.  died  in  Khiriand  Town¬ 
ship,  Where  his  daughter  now  lives,  in  18(18,  when 
sixty-nine  years  of  age.  His  wife  followed  him 
to  the  grave  one  year  later,  when  fifty-eight  years 
of  age. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Pollock  were  born  eight  children, 
one  of  whom  died  in  infancy,  and  they  now  have 
four  daughters  and  three  sons:  Com  at  home,  a 
graduate  of  the  Beloit  High  School  when  nineteen 
years  of  ago,  and  now  conducting  a  clans  in  instru¬ 
mental  music;  Samuel  R„  a  student  in  the  Beloit 
Preparatory  Department;  Wilbur  II.,  attending 
the  district  school;  Alice  L.,  attending  the  homo 
school;  Mary  Agues,  also  in  the  home  school,  as 
me  Clara  M.  and  Truman  A.,  the  two  youngest 
of  this  bright  and  interesting  family.  .Mrs'.  Pollock 
has  one  child,  Hattie  Strail,  by  her  first  marriage. 

I  his  daughter  is  now  Mrs.  Samuel  Bennett,  her 
husband  being  a  photographer  in  Wisconsin,  Mr. 
Pollock  has  been  Commissioner  of  Highways  for 
nine  years  and  has  been  School  Director  for  some 
time.  The  past  spring  lie  was  elected  Supervisor 
of  the  township.  He  and  wife  are  worthy  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  to  which 
ho  1ms  ever  been  a  liberal  contributor,  and  in  which 
he  lias  served  officially  for  8omo  |[m0j  Mr>  amj 
Mrs.  Pollock  have  one  hundred  and  sixty-five 


GRAPHICAL  RECORD.  <333 

acres  free  from  all  encumbrances,  and  they  arc  keep¬ 
ing  twenty  cows,  selling  the  milk  to  tiie  creamery  in 
Shirland.  'PI icy  arc  wide-awake  and  enterprising 
and  have  been  successful. 


eORNELIUS  E.  KNUDSON,  the  efficient  and 
well-known  Superintendent  of  the  Co¬ 
operative  Furniture  Com  pan}-,  was  born  in 
Norway,  October  l(i,  1846.  He  lost  his  father, 
Knutson  Olsen,  when  he  was  only  four  years  of 
age.  Mr.  Olsen  left  a  widow  with  ten  small  chil¬ 
dren  to  support.  Of  this  family  two  brothers  and  a 
sistei  are  married  and  reside  in  Norway,  being 
well-to-do  people.  Crist,  a  brother  of  our  subject) 
emigrated  to  this  country.  The  mother,  who  was 
born  in  1801,  died  at  her  old  home  in  1888,  at  the 
age.  of  eighty-seven  years.  The  parents  and  chil¬ 
dren  all  held  membership  with  the  Lutheran  Church 
and  were  worthy  people. 

Om  subject  is  the  youngest  of  the  family.  At 
a  very  earl}’  age,  ho  was  thrown  upon  his  own  re¬ 
sources  and  since  that  time  has  made  his  own  way 
in  the  world.  In  his  native  hind,  he  served  a  foil 
term  of  apprenticeship  to  the  trade  of  cabinet- 
making,  after  which  he  ran  a  lathe  for  some  time 
on  his  own  account.  At  length,  lie  bade  good-bye 
to  his  old  home,  with  the  intention  of  trying  his 
fortune  in  the  New  World,  lie  sailed  in  April, 
1871,  and  landed  at  Quebec,  Canada,  from  whence 
he  came  to  Illinois,  and  afterward  went  to 
Kentucky.  He  was  a  resident  of  Paducah, Ky., for 
two  and  a  half  years,  following  his  trade  at  that 
place,  and  then  reinov  ■>',  to  Chicago,  where  he 
resided  only  a  short  time.  He  then  came  to  Rock¬ 
ford  in  the  fall  of  1878,  and  lias  since  made  his 
home  in  this  city. 

Mr.  Knudson  began  working  here  as  a  cabinet- 
turner  and  was  thus  employed  for  several  years 
before  becoming  connected  with  the  Co-operative 
Furniture  Company.  He  is  not  only  Superintend¬ 
ent  and  manager  of  that  company  and  a  stock¬ 
holder  and  Director,  but  is  also  a  designer  and 
draughtsman.^  He.  is  n  skilled  workman,  as  his 
work  in  the  different  departments  shows,  and  is  a 
most  industrious  and  energetic  man.  For  four 
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years,  he  was  on  the  road  as  a  commemal  traveler 
for  this  company  and  traveled  extensively,  especi¬ 
ally'  on  the  Pacific  slope.  In  this  way,  he  became 
acquainted  with  the  country,  its  people  and  its 
business  methods,  and  the  experience  \vas  very 
valuable  to  him. 

In  Chicago,  Mr.  Knudson  was  uni  ted  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Randia  Brondstad,  who  was  born  near 
the  old  home  of  her  husband  and  was  reared  and 
educated  in  the  "same  school  district.  With  her 
sister  Maggie,  she  came  to  the  United  States  in 
May,  1871,  locating  in  Chicago,  where  a  brother, 
Lars,  had  settled  a  few  years  previous.  He  and 
Maggie  are  still  living  in  that  city  and  the  former 
is  married.  The  father  died  when  Mrs.  Knudson 
was  quite  young.  He  was  long  survived  by  his 
wife,  who  departed  this  life  a  few  years  ago  in 
Norway.  They  were  both  Lutherans  in  religious 
belief. 

Unto  our  subject  and  his  wife  were  bbrn  four 
children,  but  three  are  uow deceased:  Carl  J.,  Anna 
D.  and  Anna  E.  0., all  of  whom  died  in  childhood. 
Rose  E.,  an  intelligent  maiden  of  thirteen  summers, 
is  still  With  her  parents.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Knudson 
are  well-known  people  of  this  community  and 
have  the  respect  of  all  on  account  of  their  many 
excellencies  of  character.  In  politics,  he  is  inde¬ 
pendent,  voting  for  the  best  man,  regardless  of 
party  affiliations. 


(jL-ENRY  BROWN.  In  the  monetary  and 
if))'  mercantile  fields,  our  subject  is  known  In  be 
a  man  of  undaunted  integrity  an  'it  sub- 
(((§2)  stantial  ability.  He  is  careful  and  con¬ 
scientious,  ever  adhering  ty)  the  dictates  of  his  con¬ 
science  in  matters  both  of  a  public  and  private 
nature.  After  removing  to  Rockford  in  1869,  he 
•was  for  ten  years  actively'  engaged  in  the  livery 
business  and  was  one  of  the  prime  movers  in  the 
organization  of  the  Co-operative  Furniture  Com¬ 
pany,  with  which  branch  of  business  he  was  inter¬ 
ested  for  eight  years.  Since  that  time,  however, 
he  has  lived  retired  from  active  labor. 

Our  subject  was  bom  in  Springfield,  Windsor 
County,  Vt.,  March  2G,  182G,  and  was  a  son  of 


Jonathan  Brown,  who  wa  also  a  native  of  lhat 
place.  His  grandfather,  Elisha  Brown,  hailed  from 
Cohasset,  Mass.,  and  was  active  in  the  cause  of 
American  liberty,  having  participated  in  the  battle 
of  Bunker  Hill  and  served  through  the  entire 
Revolutionary  struggle.  His  father  served  in  the 
French  and  Indian  War  and  bravely  endured  all 
the  privations  which  foil  to  the  lot  of  a  soldier.  lie, 
in  company’-  with  his  brother  Abel,  and  a  Mr. 
Stevens  were  the  third  settlers  in  Springfield,  Vt. 
The  grandfather  secured  a  large  tract  of  timber 
land,  which  lie.  cleared  from  the  wilderness  and  re¬ 
sided  upon  for  many’  yours.  There  being  no  rail¬ 
road  in  the  vicinity  of  his  home,  the  farm  prod¬ 
ucts  were  conveyed  by  team  to  Boston,  ninety- 
two  miles  away.  The  maiden  name  of  his  wife 
was  Morrill  Bates,  a  native,  of  Cohasset,  Mass., 
who  lived  to  the  advanced  age.  of  one  hundred 
years,  lacking  four  months.  The  father  of  our 
subject  was  reared  on  the  old  homo  farm  and  when 
starting  out  in  life  for  himself,  settled  on  a  tract 
of  land  owned  by  his  father,  which  was  located  one 
mile  from  the  village,  on  which  lie  made  his  home, 
until  a  short  time  before  his  death,  when  he  re¬ 
moved  into  the  village.  The  mother  of  our  sub¬ 
ject  boro  the  maiden  name  of  Hannah  Stocker,  who 
was  born  in  Springfield,  Vt.,  and  whoso  father  was 
a  Revolutionary'  soldier,  having  participated  in  the 
battle  of  Bunker  Hill  and  was  present  at  the  sur¬ 
render  of  Cornwallis.  Our  subject  removed  to 
Winnebago  County,  where  he  was  among  the  early 
settlers.  Mrs.  Hannah  Brown,  his  mother,  died  in 
Springfield,  having  borne  her  husband  six.  children : 
Horace,  Henry, Homer,  Augusta,  Alible  and  Emily. 

Henry  Brown  was  reared  in  Springfield,  Vt.,  and 
resided  with  his  parents  until  reaching  his  twen  tieth 
year,  when  he.  removed  to  Lansinglmrg,  N.  Y.,  and 
engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  oilcloth.  In  1811), 
he  came  to  Rockford  by  way  of  the  Lakes  to  Chi¬ 
cago  and  overland  to  this  city”.  After  spending  a 
few  months  here,  lie  returned  to  the  Empire  Slate 
and  was  again  engaged  in  thv  mamVacture  of  oil¬ 
cloth  at  Lansinglmrg.  In  1869,  however,  lie  made 
pornmnentsettloment  in  Rockford,  where,  as  before 
stated,  lie  conducted  a  livery  stable  for  ten  years. 

In  December,  1819,  Miss  Ellen  Brooks,  who  was 
born  in  Lansinglmrg,  N.  Y.,  became  the.  wife  of 
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our  subject.  To  tlicm  lvave  boon  born  two  sons, 
Harry  W.  and  Howard  B.  The  former  -married 
Fannie  (insketl  and  is  the  father  of  three  children- 
Clam,  deceased,  Chcssie  and  Sarah  A. 

bCTHER  LAWRENCE.  The  family  to  which 
)  this  gentleman  belonged  traces  its  ancestry 
.  to  Sir  Robert  Lawrence,  of  Ashton  Hall, 
who  was  knighted  about  1190.  John  Lawrence, 
of  Suffolk,  England,  came  to  America  in  1635,  set¬ 
tled  in  Watertown,  Mass,,  and  died  at  Croton,  in 
1667.  A  descendant  of  that  gentleman  in  the 
eighth  generation,  Luther  Lawrence  was  born  at 
(Iroton,  Mass.,  July  29,  1812.  He  was  reared  on 
his  father’s  farm,  and  after  having  acquired  his 
education  in  the  district  and  village  schools, 
learned  the  trade  of  a  miller,  which,  he  followed 
for  several  years  with  success. 

In  company  with  six  young  men,  Mr.  Lawrence 
left  (rro ton  October  26,  1837,  for  the  new  West. 
The  journey  wa*  slowly  made,  the  lirst  part  being 
by  stage  and  railway;  then  passing  through  the  Erie 
Canal,  they  finally  resorted  to  horses  and  wagon, 
and  lastly  to  ox-teams  as  they  neared  their  Western 
goal.  Our  subject  reached  his  destination  amid 
the  same  difficulties  experienced  by  tho  men  and 
women  who  often  left  peaceful  homes  to  become 
the  brave  pioneers  of  Illinois.  lie  had  heard  of 
the  far-famed  beautiful  valley  of  lloclc  ltiver,  and 
forthwith  set  to  work  noth  youthful  ambition  and 
manly  integrity  to  aid  in  the.  start  of  one  of  tho 
most  fertile  and  prosperous  countries  the  world 
possesses.  Sufficient  wealth  crowned  his  efforts — 
tho  result  of  success' in  business.  No  notable  event 
or  grand  achievement  occurred  to  give  special  tone 
to  his  life,  as  lie  was  one  of  the  few  who  never 
craved  public  office.  Ho  gave  generously  of  his 
means  for  tho  support  of  every  good  cause  in  a 
Christian  way,  and  in  his  home  was  courteous  and 
most  hospitable. 

It  cannot  ho  said  of  Mr.  Lawrence  that  he  was  a 
hero  worshipper,  although  he  cherished  a  sincere, 
admiration  for  true,  manly  worth  in  all  men,  and,  j 
in  short,  was  a  good  friend,  and  at  the  same  time  a  i 
strong  enemy  to  self-conceit.  The  last  years  of  I 


his  life  were  spent  in  the  village  where  he  died, 
and  in  tho  house  lie  built  nearly  a  half-century 
ago.  This  structure  of  stone,  the  first  of  any  con¬ 
sequence  in  tho  village,  at  that  time,  was  consid¬ 
ered  quite  “recherche.”  The  faoiHties  for  trans¬ 
porting  building  material  being  somewhat  limited, 
it  became  necessary  to  employ  a  local  mechanic  to 
make  by  hand  the  various  parts  of  the  house — the 
blinds,  mouldings,  stair-rails,  etc. — all  of  which 
were  neatly  executed  in  a  praiseworthy  manner. 

Of  the  personal  characteristics  of  Mr.  Lawrence, 
one  deserves  special  mention:  he  had  a  tenacious 
memory,  and  late  in  life  was  never  more  at  ease, 
than  when  exploring  the  halls  of  memory,  recall¬ 
ing  events  long  past,  and  dwelling  on  genealogies 
with  guarded  t  are.  Perhaps  his  chief  fault  was  in 
living  over  the  past.  Shortly  before  his  death,  he 
remarked  to  a  friend:  “The  outlook  of  the  new 
countries,  Alaska  and  Africa,  of  which  I  have  been 
reading,  is  most  promising,  but  of  their  possibili¬ 
ties  and  probabilities,  we.  may  only  judge  by  the 
past;  that  we  absolutely  know.  We  may  safely 
predict  for  them,  by  comparison  with  the  wonder¬ 
ful  progress  our  own  country  has  made.” 

In  politics,  Mr.  Lawrence  was  always  a  Repub¬ 
lican;  bis  first  vote,  in  1633,  was  for  Andrew  Jack- 
son,  the  last  one  lie  heartily  gave  for  Benjamin 
Harrison.  His  love  of  nature  was  somewhat  un¬ 
usual,  and  through  nature  he  would  moralize  and 
prophesy  to  his  nearest  friends.  He.  was  an  ear¬ 
nest  member  of  the  Congregational  Church,  which 
he  joined  in  early  manhood. 

The  friends  of  Mr.  Lawrence  who  cherish  his 
memory  will  welcome  his  portrait,  which  appears 
on  an  accompanying  page. 


®pjl/  LENANDER  JOHNSON,  Superintendent 
of  the  Rockford  Chair  and  Furniture 
|1  Company,  was  bom  on  Hie  24th  of  Deo- 
ember,  1839,  in  Sweden,  where  his  parents 
spent  their  entire  lives.  His  father,  Johanns  L. 
Johnson,  was  a  cabinet-maker  by  trade,  and  died 
at  the  ripe  old  age  of  eighty-four  years,  in  the 
faith  of  the  Lutheran  Church,  of  which  lie  was  long 
a  member.  His  wife,  who  was  born  in  1807,  is 
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■still  living  tuid  is  also  a  member  of  the  Lutheran 
Church.  Three  members  of  the  family  reside  in 
this  country:  our  subject;  Frank,  a  cabinet-maker 
by  trade,  who  is  married  and  works  in  the  Rock¬ 
ford  Chair  and  Furniture  Company,  and  Carrie, 
wife  of  C.  J.  Johnson,  who  is  also  an  employe  of 
the  Rockford  Chair  and  Furniture  Company. 

No  event  of  special  importance  occurred  during 
the  childhood  of  our  subject  which  was  passed  in 
his  native  land,  where  he  learned  the  trade  of  a 
cabinet-maker.  He  was  the  first  of  the  family  to 
come  to  the  United  States,  sailing  from  Gottanburg 
in  May,  I860.  lie  lauded  at  New  York  City  and 
after  his  arrival  in  America  learnecUtjve  machinist’s 
trade,  becoming  a  practical  and  efficient  workman 
in  that  direction.  He  possesses  much  mechanical 
skill,  is  a  man  of  good  judgment  and  executive 
ability  and  is  physically  very  strong.  For  a  time 
after  locating  in  Rockford,  he  worked  at  his  trade 
but  for  the  past  nine  years  has  been  Superintendent 
of  the  Rockford  Chair  and  Furniture  Company. 
He  was  one  of  the  original  stockholders  and 
organizers  of  this  company,  which  began  business 
in  1882.  They  now  employ  about  two  hundred 
men  and  do  a  large  and  constantly  increasing 
business,  tlieirs  being  one  of  the  leading  industries 
of  the  city.  Mr.  Johnson  is  also  a  stockholder  in 
the  Union  Furniture  Company  and  in  the  Mantel 
and  Furniture  Company. 

The  wife  of  our  subject  bore  the  maiden  name 
of  Miss  Clara  Johnson,  She  too  was  boin  anil 
reared  in  Sweden  and  her  parents  there  spent  their 
entire  lives.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Johnson  are  members 
of  the  Mission  Lutheran  Church.  Their  union  has 
been  blessed  with  seven  children  and  the  family 
circle  yet  remains  unbroken.  In  order  of  birth, 
they  are  as  follows:  Tilla,  Elmer,  Enoch,  Anna, 
Cora,  Eli  and  Florence,  all  of  whom  are  still  under, 
the  parental  roof. 

Mr.  Johnson  is  a  self-made  man.  Although  now 
one  of  the  prosperous  citizens  of  Rockford,  he 
came  here  empty-handed,  but  his  industrious  and 
enterprising  efforts  in  the  legitimate  pursuit  of  bis 
business  lias  won  him  a  well-merited  success.  Ho 
takes  an  active  interest  in  ail  that  pertains  to  the 
growth  and  upbuilding  of  the  city  and  gives  his 
support  and  co-operation  to  those  enterprises  cal¬ 


culated  to  prove  of  public  benefit.  Public-spirited 
and  progressive,  he  is  one  of  flic  valued  residents 
of  Rockford  and  holds  a  high  rank  among  his  fol¬ 
low  countrymen. 


eJIARLES  F.  TRITLE,  editor  and  proprietor 
.  of  the  JipJkctor,  at  Winnebago,  is  a  native  of 
__  tills  county,  having  been  bom  in  the  town 
of  Seward,  Juno  19,  ,1805.  His  father,  Franklin 
Clay  Tritle,  is  a  native  of  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  and 
the  son  of  Daniel  aud  Mary  Tritle,  also  natives  of 
the  Keystone  State.  There  the  fattier  of  our  sub¬ 
ject  was  reared,  and  when  twenty-live  years  pf  ago 
came  West  and  after  spending  some  time  in  travel, 
finally  located  in  Rockford, 

1  The  lady  to  whom  Fl-anklin  C.  Tritle  was  mar¬ 
ried  in  1858  bore  the  name  of  Caroline  Faulkner. 
Xfter  their  marriage,  the  young  couple  lived  in 
Rockford,  where  they  were  classed  among  the  re¬ 
spected  aud  honored  citizens.  Mrs.  Caroline  Tritle 
was  horn  in  Marston,  Bedfordshire,  England,  Aug¬ 
ust  Hk  1882  and  is  the,  daughter  of  John  Faulk¬ 
ner,  a  native  of  that  shire,  whence  lie  came  to  Am¬ 
erica  in  1845.  The  trip  across  the  Atlantic  was 
made  on  the  sailer  “Eleanor,"  which  landed  its 
passengers  at  Now  York  after  a  voyage  of  eleven 
weeks  and  three  days.  After  a  stay  there  of  six 
weeks,  Mr.  Faulkner  went  to  South  Middletown, 
Orange  County,  that  State,  and  in  August,  .184(1, 
came  to  Illinois,  where  he  remained  at  Chicago  for 
two  mouths  and  then  removed  to  Rockford  on  the 
20 111  of  November.  For  four  years,  lie  was  em¬ 
ployed  at  various  kinds  of  work,  when  lie  removed 
to  what  is  now  Seward  Township,  and  purchased 
land  warrants  of  the  Mexican  soldiers,  which  cost 
him  $1  per  acre.  There  the  father  of  Mrs.  Irille. 
improved  and  resided  upon  his  land  until  ills  de¬ 
cease.  The  maiden  name  of  his  wife  was  Elizabeth 
Two;  she  also  hailed  from  Bedfordshire,  and  died 
at  the  homo  of  her  daughter  in  Winnebago,  ihe 
grandparents  reared  seven  children:  John,  Alary, 
Joseph,  George,  Rachel,  Samuel  and  Caroline. 
Charles  F.  Tritle  of  this  sketch  was  a  lad  of  ten 
I  years  when  taking  up  his  abode  in  Winnebago. 
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Here  he  attended  the  district  school  and  for  a  time 
WM  empl«J’ed  as  a  clerk  131  the  different  stores  in 
the  place.  In  1887,  a  stock  company  was  formed 
and  opening  u  printing-office  established  the  Be- 
Jloclor.  Our  subject  was  appointed  business  mali¬ 
nger  of  the  concern  and  for  the  past  throe  years 
has  had  sole  charge  of  the  establishment  and,  if  we 
may  judge  from  the  circulation  and  reading  mat¬ 
ter  of  the  paper,  is  making  a  success  of  his  under¬ 
taking.  In  political  matters,  lie  votes  the  Republi¬ 
can  ticket  and  for  three  years  served  his  fellow- 
townsmen  as  Justice  of  the  Peace  and  for  a  like 
period  was  Mayor  of  the  village.  He  is  at  the 
present  time  Secretary  of  the  Winnebago  Memorial 
Society  and  was  appointed  Notary  Public  by  Q0v 
Pi  for. 


P  LPR  II.  PALMER,  Vice-President,  stock- 
\J)  ilol(l01'  Wirt  one  of  the  directors  of  the 
I  Standard  Furniture  Company  of  Rockford, 
I  was  horn  April  25,  1801,  in  Wester 
Gothland,  Sweden,  and  is  a  sou  of  Andrew  and 
Nellie  (Bowman)  Palmer,  who  are  now  residents 
of  Rockford,  as  is  their  daughter  and  all  of  their 
live  sons.  Our  subject  is  the  eldest  of  the  family; 
Paul  P.,  the  next  in  order  of  birth,  is  now  mar¬ 
ried  and  works  for  the.  Standard  Furniture.  Com¬ 
pany;  John  E.  is  in  the  employ  of  the  same  com¬ 
pany;  Aaron  J.  is  engaged  with  the  Rockford 
Electric  Manufacturing  Company;  Carrie  D.  and 
Simon  E.  arc  still  at  home. 

Fnder  the  parental  roof,  our  subject  spent  the 
days  of  bis  childhood,  no  event  of  special  impor¬ 
tance  occurring  during  that  time.  On  attaining 
his  majority,  ho  determined  to  seek  a  borne  in  the 
New  World,  where  he  believed  bettor  opportunities 
were  afforded  young  men,  and  on  the  15th  of 
April,  1881, he  sailed  from  Gotten  burg,  landing  at 
Boston  three  weeks  later.  Since  that  time,  all  the 
family  have  come  to  lids  country.  lie  learned 
tlm  cabinet-maker’s  trade  and  became  a  skilled 
workman,  being  employed  for  some  seven  years 
J».V  the  Union  Furniture  Company  of  this  city,  his 
long-con  tinned  service  giving  proof  of  his  faith¬ 
fulness  and  prompt  discharge  of  duty.  Since  that 
Pine,  lie  has  been  connected  will,  ‘the  Standard 


Furniture  Company,  011c  of  the  leading  industries 
of  the  city,  which  was  established  in  1887,  and  is 
now  doing  an  excellent  bu0;ness,  furnishing  em¬ 
ployment  to  some  two  hundred  men.  He  is  both 
Vice-President  and  Superintendent,  having  held 
the  latter  position  for  three  years  and  the  former 
for  two  .years. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Palmer  and  Miss  Amanda 
0.  Swanson  was  celebrated  in  this  city.  The  lady 
Avas  born  in  Sweden,  near  the  old  home  of  her 
husband,  in  October,  1862,  and  when  a  young 
lady  of  twenty  summers  crossed  the  broad  Atlantic 
to  America  in  1882,  since  which  time  she  has  re¬ 
sided  in  Rockford  and  Belvidere,  Ill.  Both  of  her 
parents  died  in  Sweden.  One  sister,  Emma,  is 
now  the  wife  of  John  C.  Qsburg,  who  is  in  the 
employ  of  the  Mechanics’  Furniture  Company,  of 
this  city.  The  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Palmer  has 
been  blessed  with  011c  daughter,  Rncliol. 

Ibis  worthy  couple  hold  membership  with  the 
Swedish  Baptist  Church,  in  which  our  subject 
served  as  a  trustee.  He  is  independent  in  politics, 
voting  for  the  man  whom  he  thinks  best  qualified 
to  (ill  the  office,  regardless  of  party  affiliations. 
He  has  devoted  bis  entire  energies  to  his  business 
since  1887,  and  the  result  of  his  efforts  is  shown 
in  the  success  with  which  the  business  has  been 
carried  on.  Mr.  Palmer  is  one  of  the  well-known 
Swedish  residents  of  Rockford  and,  although  his 
residence  here  is  of  comparatively  short  duration, 
he  has  already  made  many  warm  friends,  who 
esteem  him  highly  for  his  sterling  worth  and  tin. 
’•ight  life. 


\ILS  J.  HANSON,  one  of  the  mail  earners 
'  of  Rockford,  was  born  in  Southern  Sweden 
----  .  June  10, 1853,  and  the  days  of  his  boyhood 
and  youth  were  spent  in  the,  usual  manner  of 
farmer  lads.  His  parents  were  Hans  and  Mattie 
(Iloekinson)  Johnson.  The  father  was  born  on 
the  17th  of  November,  1810,  and  now  lives  with 
his  son  Andrew  in  this  city,  ills  wife  died  in 
Sweden  in  1869,  at  tlm  age  of  forty-nine  years! 
Like  him,  she  was  a  member  of  the  Swedish  Luth¬ 
eran  (Lurch,  The  first  of  the.  family  to  cross  the 
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Atlantic  was  Andrew,  before  mentioned.  L"ro  b's‘  , 
ters  are  also  living  in  Rockford:  Hannah,  wife  of 
J.  M.  Man  son,  who  is  employed  by  the  Union 
Tea  Company;  and  Alice,  wife  of  Peter  Nelson  ,  a 
farmer  of  Boone  County.  One  brother,  Martin, 
died  in  Wichita,  ICan.,  at  the  age  of  twenty-five. 

On  the  3d  of  May,  1872,  at  the.  age  of  nineteen, 
Mr.  Hanson  bade  good-bye  to  his  old  home  and 
sailed  for  the  New  World.  He  landed  in  Quebec, 
Canada,  whence  he  came  at  once  to  this  city.  On 
the  2d  of  December,  1875,  lie  was  united  in  mar¬ 
riage  to  Miss  Clara  S.  Bengtson,  who  was  born  in 
Sweden  in  the  year  1850,  and  came  to  this  coun¬ 
try  in  1870.  She  has  since  resided  in  Rockford 
with  the  exception  of  one  year  spent  in  Chicago. 
Her  father,  Andrew  Beugtson,  had  previously 
come  to  the  United  States,  and  bis  death  occurred 
in  October,  1886,  at  the  age  of  sixty-two.  His 
wife  is  still  living  with  her  sons  at  the  age  of 
seventy-three. 

When  Mr.  Hanson  came  to  America,  ho  was 
not  only  empty  handed,  but  was  $10  in  debt  for 
his  passage.  He  came  on  to  Rockford  in  18/2, 
and  began  to  earn  his  livelihood  as  a  day 
laborer.  For  some  time,  lie  worked  near  Rock¬ 
ford,  but  his  industry  and  enterprise  soon  made 
it  possible  for  him  to  engage  in  business  for  him¬ 
self,  and  for  ten  years  he  was  a  leading  grocer  of 
this  city.  For  six  years,  he  was  also  engaged  in 
the  manufacture  of  furniture  and  met  with  excel¬ 
lent  success  in  that  venture.  He  also  organised 
the  Kkandia  Coal  Company,  which  has  been  a  de¬ 
cided  success.  For  some  years,  he  engaged  in 
business  on  Seventh  Street  and  built  what  is  known 
as  the  Hanson  Block,  at  No.  701  Seventh  .Street,  a 
large  tliree-story  building  with  store  rooms  be¬ 
neath  and  Hats  above.  During  the  administration 
of  President  Harrison,  lie  lias  served  as  one  of  the 
city  postal  deliverers.  Great  credit  is  due  Mr. 
Hanson  for  Ills  success  in  life.  The  obstacles  and 
difficulties  in  liis  way  he  overcame  by  persistent 
effort,  and  lias  arisen  by  his  own  merit  to  a  posi¬ 
tion  of  which  he  may  well  be  proud.  He  is  a 
prominent  Swedish  gentleman  of  this  community 
and  well  deserves  representation  in  tiie  history  of 
his  adopted  county. 

In  politics,  Mr.  Hanson  is  a  Republican,  a  stal¬ 


wart  advocate  of  party  principles,  and, socially,  he 
is  a  Master  Mason.  He  and  his  wife  are  leading 
Swedish  people.  They  havo  had  n  family  of  six  chil¬ 
dren,  but  Alice  died  at  the  age  of  six  years.  The 
living  arc:  Nellie  C„  Oscar  W.,  Julian  N.,  George 
A.  and  Leona  E. 


epfNDREW  J.  ANDERSON,  a  real-estate 
{flfi  loan  and  insurance  agent  and  Notary 
Public,  claims  the  honor  of  beings,  native 
,;(j|  of  Rockford.  He  was  born  in  this  city, 
June  7,  1862,  and  is  of  Swedish  decent,  llis  fa¬ 
ther,  Jonas  R.  Anderson,  a  native  of  Rydahohn, 
Sweden,  grow  to  manhood  in  that  country,  and 
while  a,  young  man  sailed  for  America,  in  185J, 
landing  in  New  York  City  after  a  voyage  of  six 
weeks.  By  way  of  the  Hudson  River  and  Canal  he 
went  to  Buffalo,  and  thence  by  the  Lakes  to  Chi¬ 
cago,  and  on  to  Geneva,  Ill.,  where  he  resided  for 
some  months.  Subsequently  he  came  to  Winne¬ 
bago  County,  and  turned  his  attention  to  farming. 
He  was  then  in  limited  circumstances.  He  af¬ 
terward  came  to  Rockford,  learned  the  trade  of 
a  blacksmith,  and  secured  the  position  of  foreman 
in  the  shops  of  F.  II.  Manncy,  which  position  he 
filled  for  seventeen  yearn.  He  later  aided  in  the 
organization  of,  and  became  a  stockholder  in,  the 
Central  Furniture  Company,  and  for  some  years 
has  been  one  of  its  Directors.  He  is  now  living  a 
retired  life  at  No.  1)06  Kishwaukec  Street,  at  about 
the  age  of  sixty  years.  In  politics,  he  is  a  stal¬ 
wart  supporter  of  Republican  principles. 

Jonas  Anderson  was  married  in  this  city  to  Miss 
Helen  Stoekcnburg,  also  a  native  of  Sweden. 
When  a  young  lady,  she  came  to  this  country  with 
friends  in  jl85G,  and  resided  in  Rockford  until  her 
marriage.  By  this  union  were  horn  five  children, 
but  Junnm  died  at  the  age  of  eighteen  years,  and 
Olivia  died  in  infancy.  Those  who  st'.d  survive 
are  Marie,  wife  of  A.  J.  EnsUun,  a  Lutheran  clergy¬ 
man  of  Minneapolis;  Andrew  J.,  of  this  sketch; 
and  Amanda,  who  was  for  some  years  a  dry-goods 
clerk,  and  now  owns  an  interest  In  a. store  in  Wake¬ 
field,  Neb.  The  family  are  all  members  of 
Lutheran  Church. 
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Wo  now  take  up  the  personal  history  of  our  sub¬ 
ject,  who  has  spent  his  entire  life  in  this  city,  ac¬ 
quiring  his  education  in  the  public  schools  and  the 
Rockford  Business  College.  Ho  is  a  young  man 
of  excellent  ability  and  good  habits,  temperate  and 
upright  in  all  things.  Soon  after  starting  out  in 
life  for  himself,  he  became  connected  with  the 
Rockford  Watch  Company,  becoming  employed  in 
the  motion,  mechanical  department,  where  he  re¬ 
mained  for  some  years.  In  1881,  the  Excelsior 
Furniture  Company  was  organized  with  a  capital 
of  $50,000,  and  for  eight  years  Mr.  Anderson  was 
its  Secretary  and  Treasurer  as  well  as  a  stockholder 
and  Director.  He  yet  holds  stock  in  the  company, 
but  gives  the  greater  part  of  his  time  and  atten¬ 
tion  to  the  real-estate  business.  In  1890,  ho  opened 
an  office  at  No.  421  East  State  Street,  as  a  real- 
estate,  loan  and  insurance  agent,  and  is  doing  an 
excellent  business.  His  success  is  assured,  for  he 
possesses  the  qualities  essential  to  a  successful 
career,  and  his  course  already  has  a  bright  outlook 
for  the  future.  ,  Those  who  have  known  Mr.  An¬ 
derson  from  his  boyhood,  know  him  to  bo  a  young 
man  of  Sterling  worth,  deserving  of  the  confidence 
and  respect  of  all,  and  his  best  friends  are  among 
his  oldest  acquaintances,  a  fact  of  which  he  may 
well  be  proud.  At  present  he  is  Alderman  from 
the  Second  Ward,  having  just  been  re-elected  to 
that  position.  In  his  political  affiliations  ho  is  a 
Republican. 


AMES  II.  BONNEY.  For  twenty-five  years 
prior  to  his  death,  the  original  of  the  por¬ 
trait  on  the  opposite  page  resided  in  Rock¬ 
ford, whore  he  was  known  as  a  quiet,  unobtru¬ 
sive  and  upright  citizen.  lie  was  bom  in  Massa¬ 
chusetts,  November  16, 1812,  and  died  in  Rockford, 
March  25,  1891,  aged  seventy-eight  years,  four 
months  and  nine  days.  To  the  last  he  retained 
considerable  activity  and  mingled  with  the  busi¬ 
ness  men  of  the  Forest  City,  attending  to  his  finan¬ 
cial  affairs,  which  consisted  mainly  in  loaning 
money. 

Harvey  Bonney,  father  of  our  subject,  was  born 
in  the  Bay  State,  September  28,  1786,  and  died 


September  26,  1850.  His  wife,  whose  maiden 
name  was  Hannah  Fish,  was  born  May  22,  1790, 
and  died  October  4,  1874|  Their  family  consisted 
of  twelve  children,  nine  |ons  and  three  daughters, 
all  ofAvliom  attained  to '^mature  years  and  still 
survive,  excepting  two.  Enos  T.,  who  was  born 
November  25, 18  Jr)  4,  died  in  Galveston,  Tex.,  shortly 
after  the  close’  of  the  'Civil  War,  in  which  lie  had 
been  an  active  participant  as  surgeon.  His  only 
son,  Evan|j  now  makes  his  home  in  Hattiesburg, 
Miss.  Charles  W.  died  in  Osceola, Iowa,  at  the  age 
of  sixty-one  years. 

The  surviving  members  of  the  parental  family 
are  as  follows:  A.  H.,  who  was  born  December  1, 
1808,  and  now  resides  in  Farmington,  Me.,  a  re¬ 
tired  merchant,  vigorous  in  mind  and  body;  Sarah 
A.,  born  October  27y  1810,  now  of  Portage,  Wis.; 
our  sabJecl^vHipinali,  Mrs.  Snow,  born  December 
27,1814,  and  nbjw  residing  at  Cambridgeport,  Mass. ; 
Hiram  B.,  born  April  22,  1817,  and  at  present  liv¬ 
ing  in  Missouri;  Emily  B.,  Mrs.  Prentice,  born 
April  24,  1819,  a  resident  of  Portage,  Wis.;  Dr. 
Stephen  F.,  born  April  5,  1821,  now  practicing 
lus  profession  at  Taylor,  Mo.;  William  L.,  born 
September  27,  1823,  and  a  resident  of  Boston;  Dr. 
Joel  W.,  born  February  23,  1826,  and  a  leading 
physician  of  Quincy, 111.;  and  Perez  F.,  born  March 
14,  1828,  now  in  Cambridge,  Mass. 

Although  a  native  of  Massachusetts,  Mr.  Bonney 
received  his  education  mostly  in  Maine,  where  he 
learned  the  carpenter's  trade  of  his  father  and 
followed  that  occupation  during  the  summer  seasons 
while  he  taught  school  in  the  winter.  At  the  age 
of  twenty-three,  lie  went  to  Boston  and  a  few 
years  later  proceeded  South;  from  there  he  returned 
North  to  Illinois  and  remained  at  Quincy  for  a 
time.  Afterward  he  resided  for  a  time  in  Daven¬ 
port,  Iowa,  whore  he  married  Miss  Sarah  Ann  Par 
ker,  who  died  two  years  after  their  union,  leaving 
an  infant  daughter,  now  Mrs.  James  H.  Winn,  of 
Rockford. 

After  residing  for  a  short  time  in  Galena,  Ill., 
Mr.  Bonney  returned  to  Maine,  and  there  was 
married  to  Miss  Betsey  Sylvester,  who  survives 
him,  residing  in  the  old  home  at  No.  2C4  South 
West  Street.  In  1846,  Mr.  Bonney  settled  on  a 
farm  in  Wisconsin,  where  he  remained  some  twenty 
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years  and  became  closely  identified  with  local  and 
State  affairs.  At  the  breaking  out  of  the  Civil 
War,  be  was  a  member  of  tbo  legislature  and  be 
also  served  as  Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Supervi¬ 
sors.  When  he  came  to  Rockford,  lie  made  las 
home  on  Avon  Street  for  two  years  and  later  pur- 
„  chased  the  property  which  his  widow  still  owns. 
He  was  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  Burial  Case 
Company,  iu  which  lie  was  a  stockholder  and  Direc¬ 
tor  and  also  served  as  President  for  a  time.  Gener¬ 
ous  and  kind,  ready  to  bear  his  part  in  tire  church 
of  his  choice — the  Congregational — active  in  sup¬ 
port  of  the  Republican  party  in  his  early  life  and 
later  a  strong  Prohibitionist,  a  man  of  wide  travel, 
having  visited  almost  every  State  in  tlxe  Union,  it 
is  not  strange  that  at  his  death  he  was  widely  and 
sincerely  mourned. 

«.!1  fci  iii 

VILLI  AM  THRONE,  deceased,  was  one  of 
the  prominent  early  settlers  of  Winnebago 
County,  where  he  located  in  1836.  Ho 
was  a  native  of  County  Derry,  Ireland,  and  a  son 
of  John  Throne,  also  a  native  of  the  Emerald  Isle. 
The  grandfather,  William  Tlirone,  was  born  in 
that  country,  and  was  a  descendant  of  one  of  three 
brothers  who  went  to  Ireland  with  William  the 
Prince  of  Orange.  He  followed  fanning  through¬ 
out  his  entire  life,  and  was  a  member  of  the  Pres¬ 
byterian  Church. 

The  father  of  our  subject  never  left  his  native 
land.  He  wedded  Rebecca  Stephenson,  and  she 
spent  her  entire  life  in  County  Derry,  the  place  of 
her  birth.  Both  were  members  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church,  and  in  that  faith  they  reared  their  family. 
Five  of  their  children  came  to  America;  William, 
Margaret,  Robert,  John  and  James. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  acquired  liis  educa¬ 
tion  in  the  public  schools,  and  spent  the  days  of 
bis  boyhood  and  youth  in  the  land  of  his  nati  vity. 
At  the  ago  of  twenty,  he  crossed  the  broad  Atlan¬ 
tic,  and  the  vessel  in  which  he  sailed  was  wrecked 
the  passengers  being  detained  6n  an  island  for  two* 
weeks.  For  some  time  he  resided  i  a  Lower  Can¬ 
ada,  the  year  1836  witnessing  his  arrival  in  Illi¬ 
nois.  He  became  one  of  the  first  settlers  of  Har¬ 


lem  Township,  Winnebago  County,  and  securing 
a  tract  of  Government  land  on  section  36,  erected 
a  Log  cabin,  in  which  he  and  bis  bride  began  their 
domestic  life.  He  was  an  industrious  and  enter¬ 
prising  man,  and  to  the  occupation  of  fanning  suc¬ 
cessfully  devoted  his  energies  untiL  called  to  bis 
final  rest  on  tho  27th  of  December,  .1880. 

Mr.  Tlirone  was  married,  January  30,  1847,  to 
Elizabeth  J.  Jack,  who  was  born  in  Canada  in 
1826,  and  is  a  daughter  of  James  Jack,  a  native  of 
County  Tyrone,  Ireland.  His  father,  Archibald 
Ja“ck,  was  born  in  the  same  comity,  mid  through¬ 
out  his  entire  life  there  followed  the  occupation  of 
farming.  James  Jack  crossed  the  Atlantic  to  Amer¬ 
ica  about  1835,  and  in  Canada  made  his  home  far 
twenty  years,  when  ho  came  to  Illinois,  traveling 
by  team  to  Montreal,  and  thence  by  the  Lakes  to 
Milwaukee,  where  be  procured  a  lumber  wagon 
and  thence  journeyed  to  Beloit,  Wis.  About  three 
miles  east  of  that  place,  he  bought  a  tract  of  land 
and  engaged  in  farming.  He  was  one  of  the  pio¬ 
neer  settlers  of  that  region,  and  was  a  prominent 
and  highly  respected  citizen.  Upon  his  farm 
resided  until  his  death.  His  wife,  Elizabeth  Jack, 
was  born  in  County  Tyrone,  Ireland,  and  died  on 
the  old  homestead  near  Beloit,  Tn  the  family  were 
nine  children,  as  follows:  William,  Rebecca,  Sarah, 
Mary,  Archibald,  Elizabeth,  James,  Joseph  and 
I  John. 

Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Throne  wore  born  ton  chil¬ 
dren,  but  only  three  are  now  living:  William, 
Clarinda  and  Edward.  John,  who  was  born  De¬ 
cember  26,  1847,  died  October  7,  i860;  Elizabeth, 
born  April  i,  1849,  died  October  5,  I860;  Mary 
Rosanah,  born  April  5,  L851,  died  November  10, 
I860;  Sarah  M.,  born  July  3,  1853,  died  October 
19, 1860;  Frances,  born  September  10,  1855,  died 
October  5,  i860;  Margaret  P.,  born  October  4, 
1858,  died  April  27,  1887;  and  James  M.,  bom  Oc¬ 
tober  22,  1861,  died  on  the  2Gth  of  August  fol¬ 
lowing.  ° 

Mr,  Throne  was  a  iife-long  member  of  the  Presby¬ 
terian  Qhurch,  and  lived  an  upright  and  honorable 
life,  which  won  him  the  respect  of  all  who  know 
him.  He  was  an  in  tell  igenfc  citizen ,  and  a  prosper¬ 
ous  man,  who  by  his  Own  efforts  acquired  a  hand¬ 
some  competence^  He  left  to  bis  family  one  of  tho 
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most  highly  improved  farms  in  the  county.  Mrs. 
Throne  lias  also  long  been  a  member  of  the  Pres¬ 
byterian  Church,  and  her  daughter  has  upi  ted  with 
tire  same  organization.  They  are  worthy  people, 
highly  respected  in  this  community,  and  it  is  with 
pleasure  that  we  present  the  record  of  their  lives 
to  our  readers. 


VTLLIAM  E.  CANNIFORI).  Many  of  'the 
,  leading  men  of  Winnebago  County  have 
been  born  across  the  Atlantic,  as  in  the 
case  of  Mr.  Canniford.  His  native  place  was  Dev¬ 
onshire,  England,  and  his  natal  day  February 
7,  -1886.  He  is  at  the  present  time  residing  in 
Winnebago  Village,  engaged  in  the  manufacture 
of  pumps,  windmills,  etc.,  and  is  making  a  success 
of  this  line  of  work. 

William  Canniford,  the  father  of  our  subject,  is 
a  native  of  Exeter,  Devonshire,  where  the  grandfa¬ 
ther  was  also  born  and  spent  bis  entire  life.  The 
latter-named  gentleman  was  a  contractor  on  public 
works,  and  apprenticed  his  son,  the  father  of  our 
subject,  to  a  farmer,  when  a  lad  of  seven  years. 
After  reaching  his  majority,  William  Canniford 
was  turned  out  into  the  world  penniless,  and  with 
no  education,  having  had  to  work  on  the  farm 
both  summer  and  winter.  Being  desirous  of  gain¬ 
ing  an  education,  ho  secured  books  and  taught 
himsoif.  Later  he  tilled  the  position  of  a  teacher 
in  his  native  shire  for  two  years,  and  then  go¬ 
ing  to  Gloucester,  taught  in  tho  National  school 
at  Ebrington  for  fourteen  years.  He  was  then  ap¬ 
pointed  city  missionary  to  Cheltenham  and  Bris¬ 
tol,  which  position  lie  resigned  and  became  con¬ 
nected  with  the  Ratcliff  Gaslight  Comp-aiy,  of 
Wapping,  London,  as  inspector  of  gas  motors.  He 
continued  in  tho  employ  of  that  company  for 
twenty- two  years,  when  ho  was  retired  on  half-pay 
for  life,  his  decease  occurring  in  1888,  when  sev¬ 
enty-nine  years  of  age. 

Tho  mother  of  our  subject  was  known  in  her 
maidenhood  as  Elizabeth  Every,  also  a  native  of 
Devonshire.  Her  father  was  a  farmer,  in  addition 
to  which  he  also  kept  a  public  bouse.  Mrs.  Canni¬ 


ford  died  in  Bristol  while  her  husband  was  en¬ 
gaged  as  a  missionary.  She  reared  three  Sons,  of 
whom  our  subject  was  the  oldest,  the  others  being 
named  John  and  Herman. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  appreciating  the  value 
of  a  knowledge  of  books,  gave  his  children  a  good 
education,  teaching  them  himself.  Our  subject 
at  the  age  of  fourteen  was  apprenticed  to  learn  the 
trade  of  a  carpenter  ana  juicer.  He  served  until 
he  was  twenty  years  and  six  months  of  age,  when, 
being  given  the  last  six  months  of  his  time,  he  went 
to  London,  and  was  engaged  in  journeyman  work 
until  1857.  On  Good  Friday  of  that  year,  he  set 
sail  in  the  vessel  “Pearl,”  commanded  by  Capt. 
Davids,  and  landed  in  Quebec  eight  weeks  later. 
From  that  place  he  went  to  Ottawa,  where  he  was 
engaged  at  his  trade  for  two  years,  when  he  came 
to  the  States,  and  at  Whitewater,  Wis.,  worked  at 
the  carpenter’s  and  joiner’s  trade  until  1860. 

Returning  to  London  in  the  above-named  year, 
our,  subject  spent  two  years  in  his  native  place, 
and  then  accompanied  by  his  bride,  returned  to 
America,  and  came  immediately  to  Illinois,  stop¬ 
ping  for  a  time  in  Chicago.  In  May,  1863,  became 
to  Rockford  and  devoted  a  part  of  his  time  to  his 
trade  until  February,  1871,  when  he  came  to  Win¬ 
nebago,  and  engaged  in  bis  present  business,  that 
of  making  pumps.  He  ranks  among  the  well-to-do 
upright  and  honest  citizens  of  the  county,  always 
casting  his  influence  on  the  side  of  progress  and 
reform. 

Mary  A.  Gardner  became  the  wife  of  our  sub¬ 
ject  at  Shad  well  Church,  East  London,  in  1862.  To 
them  have  been  born  three  children:  William  J., 
Lizzie  and  Ada. 


HOWARD,  deceased,  was  born  in 
@01  the  town  of  Sherburne,  Chenango  County, 


I  IS  N.  Y.,  September  24,  1824,  and  was  a  son 
W  of  John  Howard,  a  native  of  Rhode  Is¬ 
land,  in  which  State  the  grandparents  were  also 
born.  The  latter  removed  to  the  Empire  State, 
and  were  pioneers  of  Chenango  County.  John 
Howard  was  quite  young  when,  with  his  parents, 
he  went  to  New  York.  He  was  reared  to  manhood 
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upon  bis  father’s  farm,  and  followed  that  occupa¬ 
tion  in  the  town  of  Sherburne  until  1826,  when  he 
removed  with  his  family  to  Eaton,  Madison  County , 
and  purchased  a  farm,  which  he  occupied  some 
years.  On  set 'rug  that  place,  he  bought  other  land 
in  tho  samo  township,  and  there  made  his  homo 
until  the  death  of  his  wife,  when  he  removed  to 
the  village  of  Oneida,  and  there  remained  until 
called  to  the  home  beyond. 

Mr.  Howard,  whoso  name  heads  this  sketch,  was 
a  lad  of  twelve  years  when  he  wont  with  his  par¬ 
ents  to  Madison  County,  N.  Y.  He  there  attained 
his  majority,  and  on  the  24th  of  January,  1848, 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Lavina  Sexton,  who  was  I 
born  in  Plymouth,  Chenango  County,  December  9, 
1820,  and  was  a  daughter  of  Pliny  Sexton,  a  na¬ 
tive  Of  Connecticut.  His  father,  George  Sexton, 
was  also  born  in  Connecticut,  but  removed  to  the 
Empire  State,  where  he  spent  the  remainder  of  lus 
life.  Pliny  Sexton  was  a  young  man  when  he 
went  to  New  York.  He  was  married  in  the  town 
of  Lebanon,  Madison  County,  to  Clarissa,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Constant  and  Chloe  (Bisbee)  Crandall,  and  a 
native  of  Connecticut.  They  began  their  domestic 
life  upon  a  farm  in  that  locality,  and  there  resided' 
until  called  from  this  life. 

Mr.  Howard  continued  to  engage  in  agricul¬ 
tural  pursuits  in  the  State  Of  his  nativity  until 
1850,  when  he  came  to  Boone  County,  Ill., by  way 
of  the  Erie  Canal  and  the  great  Lakes  to  Detroit, 
then  crossed  Lake  Michigan  to  Chicago,  and  from 
Elgin  came  with  teams  to  Boone  County.  He  had 
visited  in  this  locality  the  year  previous  and  pur¬ 
chased  a  tract  of  land  in  Flora  Township,  at  $6.50 
per  acre,  upon  which  was  a  small  frame  house.  lie 
was  an  enterprising  farmer,  successful  in  his  busi¬ 
ness  dealings,  and  placed  all  of  his  laud  under  a 
high  state  of  cultivation.  He  also  erected  good 
buildings,  made  other  necessary  improvements,  and 
set  out  shade  and  ornamental  trees,  which  added 
greatly  to  the  value  and  attractive  appearance  of 
the  place.  He  died  on  the  old  homestead  May  11, 
1890,  respected  by  all  who  knew  him. 

The  family  continued  to  reside  on  the  home 
farm  until  1892,  when  they  removed  to  Belvidcre. 
Mrs.  Howard  has  four  children:  Emory  L.,  who 
married  Laura  M.  King,  lives  in  Iowa  and  1ms  two 


daughters;  Frank  L.,  Addie  and  Gertrude  are  at 
home.  Mrs.  Howard  is  a  consistent  member  of  the 
Methodist  Church,  to  which  Mr.  Howard  also  be¬ 
longed,  He  took  a  great  interest  in  the  work  of 
tho  Sunday-school,  and  did  much  for  its  advance¬ 
ment.  In  politics,  ho  was  a  Republican  from  tho 
formation  of  the  party.  Tho  upright  life  which 
he  lived  is  well  worthy  Of  emulation. 

0ZRO  M.  LAPORTE,  an  enterprising  farmer 
residing  on  section  8,  Guilford  Township, 
Winnebago  County,  was  born  in  JeiTorsOn 
County,  N.  Y.,  April  10,  1833.  IBs  father,  Nacis 
La  Porto,  was  born'in  Toronto,  Canada,  there  roared 
and  educated,  and  learned  the  blacksmith’s  trade. 
He  went  to  New  York  when  a  young  man,  and 
was  there  married  to  Minerva  Gardner,  who  was  a 
native  of  the  Empire  State,  and  a  daughter  Of 
Silas  Gardner,  who  was  of  English  descent,  lie 
was  a  millwright,  and  removed  from  Now  York  to 
Illinois  in  1830,  becoming  ono  of  the  first  settlers 
of  Kane  County.  lie  improved  a  farm  four  miles 
west  of  Aurora,  and  there  resided  until  his  death. 
His  wifo  was  in  her  maidenhood  Catherine  Garner. 
She  was  born  in  the  Mohawk  Valley  of  New  York, 
and  died  on  the  home  farm  in  Kane  County. 

Mr.  La  Porte,  father  of  our  subject,  followed  his 
trade  in  New  York  until  1837,  when  lie  emigrated 
to  this  State  by  way  of  the  Lakes  to  Chicago,  and 
arrived  at  his  destination  after  ton  weeks,  lie 
bought  a  farm  four  miles  west  of  Aurora,  upon 
which  he  resided  for  nine  years,  and  then  removed 
to  Paw  Paw  Township,  De  Kalb  County,  where  he 
purchased  land  and  followed  farming  until  his 
death.  His  wife  now  resides  with  her  daughter, 
Mrs.  Minerva  Faile,  in  Do  Kalb  County. 

Our  subject  was  only  four  years  of  age,  when, 
with  his  parents,  he  came  to  Illinois.  He  acquired 
his  education  in  Kane  and  DeKalb  Counties,  and 
was  reared  amid  the  wild  scenes  of  frontier  life, 
Sharing  with  the  family  in  all  its  hardships  and  its 
experiences.  He  remained  under  tho  parental  roof 
until  twenty-two  years  of  ago,  and  then  began  life 
for  himself’  in  De  Kalb  County,  working  by  the 
day  and  month.  In  1857,  he  came  to  Winnebago 
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County,  and  took  up  his  residence  in  Guilford 
Township;  A  few  years  later  ho  purchased  the 
farm  on  which  he  now  resides,  and  to  its  cultiva¬ 
tion  and  improvement  has  since  devoted  his  oner-- 
gies,  being  recognized  as  one  of  the  leading  and 
successful  agriculturists  of  the  community. 

A  marriage  ceremony  performed  in  1858  united 
the  destinies  of  Mr.  La  Porte  and  Elizabeth  Ben¬ 
jamin,  who  was  born  in  Orange  County,  N.  Y.,  and 
is  a  daughter  of  John  Benjamin,  who,  like  his  fa¬ 
ther,  Silas  Benjamin,  was  also  a  native  of  the  Em- 
pile  State.  The  former  learned  the  trade  of  a 
carpenter  and  joiner,  and  followed  his  chosen  oc¬ 
cupation  in  New  York  until  1835,  when  ho  re¬ 
moved  to  Canada.  Three  years  later,  lie  decided 
to  try  his  fortune  in  Illinois,  and  coming  to  Win¬ 
nebago  County,  purchased  the  farm  on  which  his 
daughter  is  now  living,  lie  entered  the  land  from 
the  Government,  buying  it  when  it  came  into 
market.  His  first  home  was  a  log  cabin,  which  he 
afterward  replaced  by  a  commodious  frame  resi¬ 
dence  'which  he  made  his  home  until  his  death  in 
November,  1858.  His  wife  bore  the  maiden  name 
of  Esther  Mapes.  She  was  born  in  Orange  County, 

N.  Y.,  and  died  on  the  home  farm  in  1856. 

Since  she  was  a  very  young  maiden,  Mrs.  La 
Porto  has  resided  upon  the  farm  where  she  is  now 
living,  and  has  been  an  eye-witness  of  almost  ihe 
entire  growth  and  development  of  the  county. 
Our  subject  and  his  wife  have  a  pleasant  home,  and 
arc  highly  respected  in  this  community,  where  they 
have  many  warm  friends. 


Elisha  c,  dunn,  m.  d.  in  the  line  of 

history,  science,  and  religion,  this  gentle¬ 
man  possesses  an  inexhaustible  fund  of  in¬ 
formation,  and,  as  a  lecturer,  has  won  a  national 
fame.  He  has  a  practical  knowledge  of  every 
country,  its  people,  politics  and  religion,  and  has 
been  a  thorough  student  of  languages,  speaking 
several  different  tongues  with  fluency.  A  man  of 
lino  physique,  with  military  carriage  and  genial 
face,  he  has  a  welcome  grasp  of  the  hand  for  his 
many  friends,  and  is  most  companionable.  It  is 
our  privilege  and  pleasure  to  present  his  portrait 
29 


to  our  readers.  Of  recent  years,  he  lias  given  special 
attention  to  the  study  of  the  sagacity  of  the  lower 
animals,  particularly  the  horse  and  dog,  and  not 
long  since  edited  a  remarkable  work,  published  by 
a  Boston  firm,  entitled  “The  Sagacity  of  Dogs.” 
The  volume  is  beautifully  illustrated,  and  is  so 
arranged  with  attractive  stories  as  to  be  a  most 
popular  juvenile  work. 

Now  retired  from  tlie  active  duties  of  life,  Dr. 
Dunn  resides  in  bis  palatial  home  at  No.  807  West 
Stale  Street.  This  residence,  which  was  erected  by 
an  architect  from  New  Yrork,  is  of  an  oriental 
design  of  architecture  externally,  with  an  interior 
Queen  Anne  finish,  and  is  a  model  of  elegance,  fit¬ 
ted  with  the  most  complete  modern  improvements, 
such  as  steam-heating,  gas  and  water  accommoda¬ 
tions.  The  parlor  is  finished  in  ebony  and  gold, 
and  is  furnished  with  light  through  double  French 
plate  glass  windows.  The  octagon  dining-room  is 
finished  in  walnut  and  cherry,  and  the  windows 
are  of  opalized  glass,  while  the  other  rooms  contain 
all  the  conveniences  desirable.  Tim  residence  is  a 
delightful  combination  of  comfort  and  magniJi- 
cencc,  and  is  an  important  addition  to  the  archi¬ 
tectural  beauty  of  the  Forest  City. 

The  Doctor  has  made  his  home  in  Rockford 
since  1863,  although  many  of  the  intermediate 
years  have  been  spent  either  in  the  lecture  field  or 
!  in  travel.  Ho  has  lectured  on  scientific  and  polit¬ 
ical  subjects,  and  on  the  human  anatomy  and 
diseases,  and  has  addressed  audiences  as  small  as 
twelve  persons  (in  Saugatuck,  Mich,)  and  as  lar-m 
as  five  thousand  people  (in  Prince  Albert’s  I-IaTl 
London,  England).  He  often  relates  in  a  bright 
and  interesting  manner,  stories  of  his  travels,  which 
have  oxtended  into  every  habitable  country  of  the 
globe,  except  the  Arctic  regions,  and  lie  has  lec¬ 
tured  in  most  of  the  large  cities  of  the  world 
While  abroad,  ho  collected  gems  and  precious  stones 
some  of  which,  worth  at  least  $9,000,  were  de¬ 
stroyed  in  a  museum,  in  the  great  fire  at  Ciiica^o 
He  has  come  in  contact  with  many  of  the  greatest 
minds  of  the  world,  and  numbers  among  his  friends 
many  of  the  leading  men  of  different  kingdoms. 

In  social  organizations,  the  Doctor  has  for  years 
been  very  prominent.  He  is  an  Aide-de-Camp"  of 
the  Supreme  Commander,  Gen.  Carnahan,  of  the 
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Knights  of  Pythias,  and  meets  with  the  Ordei  n 
their  State  and  National  conventions.  He  xs  also 
a  Knight  Toraplav,  belonging  to  Crusader  Com- 
mandery  No.  17,  and  is  well  known  to  the  num¬ 
bers  of  State  and  National  lodges.  In  the  Inde¬ 
pendent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  he  takes  an  equal 
interest,  and  is  a  member  of  the  Encampment  at 

^Whilfvisiting  in  Palestine,  with  the  intention 
of  collecting  material  to  assist  him  in  Ins  lectures 
against  religion,  he  became  thoroughly  convinced 


Hamlyn,  resides  in  Rockford,  where  her  husband 
is  a  member  of  the  lirm  of  llamlyn  &  Bingham,  in 
the  meat-market  business.  .Tames  married  Emma 
Patterson,  and  resides  in  Rockford. 


>ILL1  AM  UTTON,  the  owner  of  one  hundred 
and  thirty  acres  of  line  farming  land  near 
Manchester,  Ill.,  is  entitled  to  a  promi- 


against  religion,  he  became  thoroughly  eonvincea  l/  v  ll0  has  been  usefully 


been  a  consistent  and  umM  ■  c0Jnty,  and  with  its  advancement  in  every  worthy 

Methodist  Episcopal  Chine  1.  ■'  * 01<  particular.  He  was  born  in  England,  in  the  town 

liibifcion  principles,  mi  tatt  wle£  o(  SMeluuu,  Suffolk  County,  in  Uio  year  1821 

used  tobacco  in  any  foim.  In  lus  P01‘  ’  fatll0r  John  Utton,  as  well  as  his  grand- 


used  toDaceo  . .  —  ...  . 

he  adheres  to  the  principles  of  the  Republican  party, 
and  takes  the  stump  in  its  behalf  whenever  neces- 

&  When  seventeen  years  old  and  a  wild,  reckless 
lad,  our  subject  was  taken  into  the  home  of  Dr. 
Peebles,  whom  he  calls  his  benefactor,  and  was  given 
a  thorough  education, being  a  graduate  of  the  Uni¬ 
versity  of  Pennsylvania.  He  remembers  his  bene¬ 
factor  with  an  affection  which  will  last  as  long  as 
life  itself,  for  he  owes  him  a  debt  of  gratitude 

which  naught  can  efface.  He  was  young  when  he 

be^an  the  study  of  medicine,  and  soon  afterwaid 
was  able  to  support  himself,  although  he  resided 


or  mssieuaui,  ...  - 

and  his  father,  John  Utton,  as  well  as  his  grand¬ 
father,  John  Utton,  Sr.,  were  natives  of  that  coun¬ 
try  also.  Both  father  and  grandfather  followed 
agricultural  pursuits  for  a  livelihood. 

When  twenty-two  years  of  age,  our  subject  was 
led  by  the  prospects  of  the  Western  prairies  of  this 
country  to  cross  the  ocean  to  the  United  States. 
He  took  passage  at  Liverpool  on  the  sailing-vessel 
“Rusush,”  commanded  by  Capt.  Eld  ridge,  who 
was  afterward  on  the  steamer  “  Pacific,  ”  which 
I  Was  lost  at  sea.  Our  subjeot’s  brother-in-law,  John 
Balls  who  was  assistant  engineer  on  that  vessel, 
was  lost  at  that  time.  William'-  Utton  was  five 


was  able  to  support  liimself,  although  he  reel  ocean  but  at  the  end  of  that 

With  D,  Peebles  for  Mteeu  yeurs  Although  «  ~  >  °„,1  safely  in  the  city  of  Now  York,  lie 


native  of  New  York,  he  spent  only  a  few  years  of 
his  life  there,  and  has  resided  in  Illinois  during 
the  most  of  his  life. 

In  Marshall,  Mich.,  the  Doctor  was  united  m 
marriage  with  Miss  Carrie  Etts,  a  native  of  the 
Empire  State,  and  a  member  of  a  worthy  family. 
Early  in  life,  she  displayed  great  ability  as  an  art- 
■  i8t  and  has  in  later  years  executed  some  very  line 
pieces,  which  in  style  and  coloring  are  far  superior 
to  the  work  of  amateurs.  Her  work  has  received 
the  commendation  of  the  best  artists,  and  her  last 
effort,  “Pythias  Before  the  Block,”  a  painting  six 


time  landed  safely  in  the  city  of  fcow  York,  lie 
had  very  little  means  to  assist  him,  and  going  to 
Geneva,  of  that  State,  he  worked  for  a  wealthy 
o'cntleman,  Dr.  G.L.  Rose,  whoso  farm  he  carried  on. 
°  In  April,  1851,  our  subject  was  married,  in  the 
city  of  Geneva,  to  Miss  Hannah  Bails,  of  the  same 
place.  Her  parents,  Samuel  and  Jemima  (AuUlis) 
Balls,  wore  both  natives  of  England,  and  in  that 
country  the  mother  passed  away.  Mr.  Balls  then 
brought  his  family  to  America  (this  was  about 
1841Y,  and  followed  farming  on  the  Hudson  Riven 
for  two  years.  In  1855,  he  came  to  Manchester 


effort,  “Pythias  Before  the  Block,”  a  pain  mg  six  •  and  resided  on  the 

feet  by  four  feet  and  six  inches,  is  valned  at  more  bough' Uuxty  c  ^  ^  in 


feet  oy  unu  — . — > 

than  $1 ,000.  She  devotes  much  time  to  her  artistic 
studies,  and  is  a  lady  ,  of  dignity  of  presence  and 
noble  character.  Dr.  fed  Mrs.  Dunn  are  the  par¬ 
ents  of  two  children.  Acola,  wife  of  Richard 


ana  wuguu  - .  . 

same  for  many  years.  His  death  occurred  _  n 
Michigan,  in  1882,  leaving  a  wife  and  three  chil¬ 
dren.  Mr.  Utton  lost  his  wife  on  the  17th  of  Jan¬ 
uary,  1892,  when  in  her  seventy-first  year.  She 
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was  a  most  excellent  lady,  and  her  death  was  a 
severe  blow  to  her  afflicted  husband  and  devoted 
children.  They  were  lye  parents  of  two  children: 
Mary  Jane,  who  married  John  Grout,  is  deceased; 
the  son,.  William  S.  Utton,  married  Mrs.  Hannah 
North,  nee  McNally,  of  Illinois,  and  is  now  en¬ 
gaged  in  carrying,  on  the  farm  for  his  father,  who 
is  crippled  with  rheumatism. 

On  first  coming  here,  in  1855,  our  subject 
bought  one  hundred  acres  of  land,  with  but  very 
few  improvements,  and  for  this  paid  $12  per  acre. 
He  has  since  added  to  the  original  tract  thirty  acres, 
for  which  ho  paid  $1,000,  and  now  has  one  of  the 
finest  farms  in  his  section.  He  is  engaged  in  gen¬ 
eral  farming,  raises  all  the  cereals  and  is  also  en¬ 
gaged  to  some  extent  in  raising  stock.  I-Ie  built 
his  present  fine,  substantial  residence  in  1862,  and 
in  1866  ho  erected  a  good  barn,  and  another  in 
1872.  He  is  an  enterprising,  progressive,  well-to- 
do  farmer,  who  is  respected  by  the  community  at 
large.  lie  has  served  the  town  as  paymaster  and 
also  as  School  Director,  and  is  well  qualified  to  fill 
any  of  the  township  offices.  lie  votes  the  Repub¬ 
lican  ticket,  and  is  a  member  of  the  Anti-Horse 
Thief  Association.  He  is  an  attendant  of  the 
Episcopal  Church  and  his  wife  held  membership 
hi  this  church. 


-- 


Robert  b,  Coleman,  Probably  few  of 

the  enterprising  farmers  and  merchants  of 
Winnebago  County  have  met  with  more 
uniform  success  in  their  business  under- 
hikings  than  this  gentleman  who  is  now  living  in 
retirement  at  Pecatonica.  For  thirty  years  a  gen¬ 
eral  merchant,  the  inception  of  liis  business  during 
the  early  history  of  the  village  was  marked  by  suc¬ 
cess,  which  constantly  increased  with  the  progress 
of  the  community  and  the  increase  iiv  number  of 
its  inhabitants. 


Mr.  Coleman  was  born  in  Chester  Township, 
Morris  Comity,  N.  J.,  December  22,  1824,  and  is 
the  son  of  Jabish  and  Sarah  (Bunn)  Coleman.  His 
father  was  born  on  Long  Island  and  came  to  this 
county  ill  Ootober,  1839,  entering  land  with  his 
son  at  Dixon  and  remaining  on  the  farm  thus  pur¬ 


chased  until  he  died,  at  the  age  of  seventy-five. 
*  Mrs.  Sarah  Coleman;  who  was  a  native  of  New 
Jersey,  was  »  daughter  of  John  Bunn,  who  came 
from  Germany  to  this  country  when  quite  young 
and  entered  the  army  during  the  Revolutionary 
War,  serving  until  its  close  and  receiving  a  pension 
on  account  of  a  wound  received  in  the  hand;  he 
died  at  the  age  of  n  inety.  The  mother  of  our  subject 
attained  to  the  venerable  age  of  nearly  ninety-five 
years,  when  she  passed  away  at  the  home  of  a 
daughter  in  Hancock,  111.  Her  family  included 
.five  children,  three  of  whom  are  living  at  this 
writing  (1892). 

When  his  father  sought  a  home  in  Northern 
Illinois  in  1839,  our  subject  accompanied  him 
hither,  and  for  three  years  thereafter  carried  mail 
on  what  was  known  as  the  Rockton  &  Savanna 
route.  His  journey  to  this  Shite  was  made  over¬ 
land  with  a  team  from  New  Jersey  to  Wellsville, 
Ohio,  thence  by  steamboat  down  the  Ohio  and  up* 
the  Mississippi  River  to  St.  Louis,  thence  to  Ga¬ 
lena,  where  a  team  was  hired  at  $5  per  day  to  con¬ 
vey  the  family  to  Winnebago  County.  In  that 
early  day,  Chicago  and  Mineral  Point,  Wis.,  were 
the  principal  markets  for  produce,  and  journeys  to 
those  places  were  frequently  taken.  It  was  by  no 
means  easy  to  exchange  grain  and  vegetables  for 
«ood  cash,  and  the  jamming  towns  were  the  best 
'places  to  go  for  this  purpose,  as  gold  and  silver 
could  be  there  procured. 

The  wife  of  our  subject  was  known  in  her 
maidenhood  as  Miss  Emily  F.  Thompson,  and  was 
born  near  Hudson,  Ohio,  in  1828,  and  died  in 
Pecatonica  March  25,  1878.  Her  parents,  J.  W 
and  Emily  (Mills)  Thompson,  were  pione^Wff 
Winnebago  County,  and  died  at  the  home  of  Capt. 

A.  W.  Thompson  when  about  ninety  years  old. 
They  were  the  parents  of  eleven  children,  six  of 
whom  now  survive.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Coleman  had 
three  children,  but  One  alone  survives— Lkzie,  who 
was  born  in  1860;  she  married  Joseph  Wright  and 
h$s  One  daughter,  named  Bcrdena. 

After  his  marriage,  Mv-.  Coleman  resided  on  the 
land  which  he  entered  from  the  Government  and 
continued  to  devote  lus  attention  to  its  improve¬ 
ment  until  1856,  when  he  removed  to  Pecatonica 
and,  buying  a  stock  of  goods,  entered  the  mercau- 
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Ho  continued  thus  engaged  with 
'narked  success  until  ft  number  of  years  ago,  when 
he  disposed  of  his  store  and  retired  from  active 
business  interests.  Formerly,  he  was  an  ^tensive 


bv  his  parents  across  the  country  to  Illinois.  He 
.  Was  reared  amid  the  wild  scenes  of  frontier  life, 
sharing  with  the  family  in  the  hardships  and  trials 
of  the  pioneer,  and  also  experiencing  thCplcasures 


business  interests.  Formerly,  he  was  extensive  ^  ^  ‘  He,counea  his  lessons  in  the  log 

property  owner,  but  at  present  ms  so  ^  schooi  house,  furnished  in  a  primitive  manner,  and 

landed  possessions,  excepting  one  a  u  hi3  time  Was  not  occupiod  in  this  way,  as- 

section  in  Missouri,  his  home  m  Iccatomui  1  in  the  cultivation  and  improve 


section  in  lx 'a  T„ 

several  other  lots  in  this  thriving  Village.  In 

social  connection,  he  is  a  member  of  the  Indepen¬ 
dent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  and  the  A.  W.  Rawson 
Lodge,  F.  &  A,  M. 


scnooi  nuuow,  *«**“«“. —  *  «  .  . 

when  his  time  was  not  occupiod  w  this  way,  as¬ 
sisted  his  father  in  the  cultivation  and  improve¬ 
ment  of  the  farm.  He  remained  with  Ins  parents 
until  their  dea  h,  and  then  continued  to  oper¬ 
ate  the  old  homestead  for  two  years,  when  lie 
sold  and  purchased  a  place  in  Bonus  Township, 
three  miles  east  of  the  city.  Upon  that  farm  lie 
continued  to  reside  until  1888,  when  he  sold  and 


*  1,0=  a, -nee  been  a  resident  of  BelvUlere, 

f  IME0N.  Sf,EN?E“:  “X  T/oHttaTa  I  A  marriage  ceremony,  performer, 


nas  Since  ueuu  a  — - - 

SjuiuavM.'  -  .  .  u,,;„rr  a  A  marriage  ceremony,  performed  January  27, 

in  agricultural  pursuits,  is  now  „  Ullitcd  the  destinies  of  Mr.  Spencer  and  Miss 

retired  life  in  Belviderc,  cnjoyinD  the l  ies  ^  daughter  of  John  and  Caroline  (Barton) 

which  he  has  so  truly  earn*.  and  rmhly  ^  nftUm  o£  the  Empire  State,  and 

deserves.  He  wasborn  in  Greene,  Chenango  County,  ^  1Uinota  in  1847.  The  lady  was  born  in 

N.  Y.,  on  the  1st  of  August,  1840,  and  is  a  so  of  •  County,  N.  Y.,  and  has  two  children:  Lo- 
Darios  and  Annie  (Walker)  Spencer  b°^  ic0  „  „01V  tll0  wilo  of  Charles  Bruce  and  the, 

were  natiyes  of  Chenango  Coon,*.  The  8 !«“"_  tw)  ohMren;  yM  ,„d  Elmer.  Jesse  .sstdl 

r«*w.  Jesse  Spencer,  was  a  native  of  New  _ 


were  native  u,  - -  .  .  r 

father,  Jesse  Spencer,  was  a  native  of  New  Bo¬ 
land,  and  became  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  the 
town  of  Greene,  where  he  spent  his  last  years  en- 


have  two  children :  Zora  ana  Jumor. 
with  his  parents.  .  " 

Mr.  Spencer  cast  his  first  Presidential  vote  for 


town  of  Greene,  where  he  spent  his  Abraham  Lincoln,  and  has  since  bee??  an  advoea'e 

gaged  in  farming.  The  father  of  our  subject  w.  principles.  However,  lie  has  never 

‘  rea°red  la  the  usual  manner  ^  i  desired  public  offleo,  preferring  to  do- 

made  his  home  in  the  Empire  State  u  entlr0  attention  to  liis  business  interests, 


made  ms 

when,  with  his  wife  and  four  children  he  emi¬ 
grated  Westward  to  Illinois,  making  the  entire 
tourney  overland.  They  traveled  for  six  weeks, 
and  at  length  reached  Boone  County.  Mr.  Spencer 
secured  a  tract?  of  land  near  Marengo  and  after¬ 
wards  traded  it  for  a  tract  of  land  m  Belvideic 
Township,  of  which  seventy-live  acres  had  been 
broken,  while  a  log  house  constituted  the  improve- 
ments  thereon.  Into  this  the  family  moved,  but 
the  cabin  borne  was  afterwards  replaced  by  a  sub¬ 
stantial  frame  residence,  wherein  Mr.  Spencer  con¬ 
tinued  to  reside  until  liis  death  m  August  1878. 
His  wife  long  preceded  him,  having  departed  tins 


SOUgUl*  Ul  ucomvvi  - -  II  7 

vote  bis  entire  attention  to  liis  business  interests, 
in  which  he  has  met  with  signal  success.  He  has 
worked  liis  way  upward  from  an  humble  position 
to  one  of  affluence,  and  is  now  numbered  among 
the  substantial  citizens  of  the  community. 


ENRY  E.  HARRIS,  the  present  popular 
|)  Postmaster  of  Durand,  is  well  and  favor- 
'  ably  known  in  this  county,  as  he  was  born 
November  27,  1842,  in  the  village  where 


His  wife  long  preceded  him,  having  departed  Bus  W  ^  ’  Ho  h  a  son  of  Elisha  and 

life  March  18, 1847.  She  reared  a  »£  ^  c  (Bobb)  H„,.ri9,  tll0  former  ot  whom  was 
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no>8  and  purchased  a  claim  to  a  tract  of  land  in 
what  is  now  Durand  Township,  Winnebago  County. 
His  marriage  occurred  in  1842,  and  with  his  wife  he 
continued  to  reside  for  a  number  of  years  on  the 
farm  which  he  improved  with  all  the  necessary 
farm  buildings  and  machinery,  and  which  included 
one  hundred  and  forty-five  acres.  Mrs,  Harris  died 
in  1885,  and  a  few  years  later  her  husband  retired 
from  active  life  and  is  now  residing  in  Durand 
with  his  second  wife. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  reared  a  family  of 
ten  children,  of  whom  Henry  E.  is  the  eldest. 
Erastus  P.,  during  the  late  war,  became  a  member 
of  Company  II,  Seventy-fourth  Illinois  Infantry, 
and  died  while  in  the  service  at  Murfreesboro, 
Tenn.,  in  March,  1863;  William  Eugene  resides  in 
Greenwood  County,  Kan.,  where  also  Lewis  F. 
makes  his  homo.  Julia  departed  this  life  in  No¬ 
vember,  1869,  when  in  her  eighteenth  year;  Charles 
o  is  residing  in  Durand;  Joseph  Scott  departed  this 
life  February  2,  1892,  when  thirty-four  years  of 
ago;  Willis  S.  makes  his  home  in  Sycamore,  this 
State;  Elmer  E.  occupies  the  old  homestead  and 
Jesse  F.  is  a  teacher  in  the  schools  of  Durand. 

Henry  E.  Harris  had  his  birth  in  the  old  log 
house  on  the  home  farm,  and  attended  the  best 
schools  which  the  country  district  afforded.  Ho 
was  prepared  to  enter  an  academy  at  the  Outbreak 
of  the  Civil  War,  but  on  August  10, 1861,  became 
a  member  of  Company  D,  Eleventh  Illinois  In¬ 
fantry,  and  with  lvis  regiment  was  sent  to  Bird’s 
Point,  Mo.  He  participated  in  the  following  im¬ 
portant  battles:  Port  Henry,  Ft.  Donelson,  Shiloh, 
Corinth,  Jackson  (Tenn.),  Paducah, and  was  on  the 
expedition  with  Grant  to  Coffceville,  Miss.  Thence 
lie  returned  to  Memphis  and  camped  at  Lake  Prov¬ 
idence,  La.,  as  a  member  of  the  Seventeenth  Army 
Corps,  and  in  August,  1864,  was  mustered  out  of 
sorvice.  Ho  was  very  fortunate,  and  only  received 
one  wound  during  his  entire  service. 

At  the  close  of  the  war,  Mr.  Harris  returned  to 
Durand  and  continued  his  occupation  of  a  farmer 
for  three  years.  Then,  on  account  of  ill-health, 
worked  at  the  carpenter’s  trade  until  1889,  when 
lie  received  his  present  appointment.  The  lady  to 
whom  lie  was  married,  December  29,  1864,  was 
Miss  Ann  C.,  daughter  of  George  Fritz.  She  is 


'fel.SO  a  native  of  this  township;  and  by  her  union 
with  our  subject  became  the  mother  of  four  chil¬ 
dren:  Frederick,  Lewis,  Raymond  and  Lillian. 

Our  subject  has  always  been  deeply  interested 
in  politics,  and  on  the  Republican  ticket  has  been 
elected  to  fill  many  of  the  local  offices.  Socially, 
he  is  a  member  of  Durand  Lodge  No.  302,  A.  F.  & 
A.  M.,  and  Ellis  Post  No.  320,  G.  A.  R.  His  ma¬ 
ternal  grandfather,  Scott  Robb,  came  to  Illinois  in 
1836,  and  located  in  Durand,  where  he  died. 


©ALVIN  WELTY.  Among  the  many  beauti¬ 
ful  farms  for  which  Winnebago  County  is 
so  justly  celebrated,  conspicuous  mention 
belongs  to  the  estate  of  Mr,  Welty,  which  is  loca¬ 
ted  on  section  19,  Guilford  Township.  It  com¬ 
bines  all  the  pleasures  to  be  derived  from  rural 
life  and  surroundings  with  the  advantages  of  city 
life,  for  it  is  Only  two  miles  distant  from  the  court¬ 
house,  and  its  value  is  considerably  enhanced  by 
its  proximity  to  the  thriving  city  of  Rockford. 

One  of  the  pioneer's  of  Winnebago  County  was 
the  father  of  our  subject,  John  Welty,  who  was  born 
in  Frederick,  Md.  He  was  the  son,  of  Jacob  Welty, 
who,  so  far  as  is  known,  was  born  in  Maryland  and 
followed  the  trade  of  a  miller  in  his  native  State, 
Pennsylvania,  and  New  York.  Coming  to  Illinois 
about  1845,  he  located  in  DuPage  County,  where 
lie  engaged  in  farming  until  his  death  at  an  ad¬ 
vanced  age.  The  father  of  our  subject  was  about 
twelve  years  old  when  ho  accompanied  his  parents 
to  Pennsylvania,  where  he  grew  to  manhood  and 
was  married.  He  came  to  Illinois  in  1841,  locating 
in  Cherry  Valley  Township,  and  purchasing  a  farm 
where  he  remained  until  1872.  His  next  removal 
was  to  Rockford,  where  the  closing  days  of  his 
life  wore  passed. 

The  mother  of  our  subject,  whose  maiden  name 
was  Elizabeth  Leinkeart,  was  born  in  Switzerland, 
and  came  to  America  with  her  parents  when  she 
was  seven  years  old.  She  now  resides  in  Rockford, 
and  at  the  age  of  eighty-two  still  enjoys  good 
health  as  well  as  the  full  possession  of  her  mental 
faculties.  Her  children  were  as  follows:  Mary, 
who  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-nine;  Elizabeth; 
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Calvin,  of  this  sketch;  Timothy,  who  died  when 
ten  years  old;  Jefferson;  Ernstus,  who  passed  from 
earth  when  twenty-four.  Sarah  and,  Alsetta  died 
at  the  ages  of  twenty-six  and  twenty-three,  respec¬ 
tively. 

Calvin  Welty  was  born  in  >  the  town  of  Liberty ? 
Tioga  County,  N.  T.,  December  2,  1886.  Ho  was 
fifteen  years  old  when  he  came  to  Illinois  with  his 
o  parents,  and  he  remembers  well  the  incidents  of 
pioneer  life  in  this  section  of  the  State.  October  1, 
1861,  he  enlisted  in  Company  L,  Eighth  Illinois 
Cavalry,  serving  until  the  close  of  the  war,  and 
with  his  regiment  participating  in  the  following 
battles:  Fair  Oaks,  Turkey  Creek,  Malvern  Hills, 
Poolsville,  Barnstown,  Catoilin  Pass,  Middletown, 
South  Mountain,  Antietam  and  MartiAsburg.  In 
the  last-named  engagement  he  was  captured  by  the 
enemy,  but  was  at  once  parollcd  and  sent  to  Ann¬ 
apolis,  Md.,  thence  to  Parole  Camp,  at  Springfield, 
where  he  was  granted  a  furlough  of  twenty  days. 
He  then  returned  to  the  parole  camp  and  remained 
there  until  exchanged. 

After  his  exchange,  Mr,  Welty  was  an  active  par¬ 
ticipant  in  the  following  battles:  Beverly  Ford, 
Kelly’s  Ford.  Rapidan  Station,  second  battle  of 
Beverly  Ford,  Upperville,  Fairfield,  Gettysburg, 
Williamsport,  Boonesboro,  Funkstown,  Falling 
Waters,  Chester  Gap,  Culpeper,  Madison  Court 
House,  Raccoon  Ford,  Stevenburg,  Brandy  Station, 
Bull  Run,  Beattown  Station  and  Hazel  River.  In 
January,  1864,  he  veteranized  and  was"grantod  a 
furlough  of  thirty  days,  at  the  end  of  which  time 
he  returned  with  his  regiment  to  Washington. 
After  doing  garrison  duty  there  some  time,  they’ 
were  sent  in  pursuit  of  Moseby’s  band  of  guerrillas, 
captured  a  portion  of  them  and  drove  the  others 
out  of  Maryland,  where  they  remained  doing  gar¬ 
rison  duty  until  after  the  assassination  of  President 
Lincoln.  They  were  then  sent  in  pursuit  of  Booth, 
and  after  his  capture  they  returned  to  Maryland, 
and  shortly  afterward  were  sent  to  St.  Louis,  where 
they  wero  mustered  out  of  service.  They  were 
honorably  discharged  in  Chicago  in  1865. 

Soon  after  his  return  from  the  war,  Mh  Welty 
purchased  a  farm  in  Monroe  Township,  Ogle 
County,  and  resided  there  until  1876,  when  he  sold 
it  and  purchased  the  place  he  now  owns  and  occu¬ 


pies.  After  engaging  in  general  farming  for  four 
years,  ho  embarked  in  the  dairy  business,  which  ho 
has  since  successfully  followed.  In  1867,  he  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Trocolin,  daughter  of  Rob¬ 
ert  Dawson,  and  a  native  of  Ilelvidere,  111.  They 
are  the  parents  of  four  children:  Grace  1).,  Gene¬ 
vieve  L.,  John  R.  and  James  E.  Mrs.  Welty  is  a 
prominent  member  of  the  State  Street  Baptist 
Church,  and  a  lady  of  refinement  and  kindliness 
of  heart.  Mr.  Welty  is  identified  with  NoviuS 
Post  No.  1,  G.  A.  R.,  and,  in  his  political  sympa¬ 
thies,  is  a  firm  Republican. 


jj^ANIEL  B.  REDINGTON.  It  is  said  of 
I  J »)  the  subject  of  this  notice  that  ho  has  been  ' 
one  of  the  most  usoful  men  in  the  com¬ 
munity.  He  lias  certainly  been  very 
active  and  industrious  and  maintained  a  uniform 
interest  in  the  welfare  and  advancement  of  his 
'township,  and  at  the  present  time  occupies  the 
honorable  position  of  Supervisor  of  Rockford 
Township,  Winnebago  County,  where  he  was  born 
July  24,  1844, 

Henry  I*.  Rodington,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
was  one  of  the  early  settlers  in  this  county,  where 
he  watched  with  interest  the  growth  and  develop¬ 
ment  of  this  section  and  where  hits  name  is  held  in 
kindly  remembrance.  He  was  born  in  Keene, 
Christian  County,  N.  II.,  and  was  a  son  of  Isaac 
Redington,  who,  as  far  as  is  known,  was  also  a  na¬ 
tive  of  that  place,  where  ho  was  engaged  for  a 
number  of  years  in  the  mercantile  business  and 
spent  his  last  years.  The  maiden  name  of  his  wife 
was  Mary  Dana. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  roared  and  edu¬ 
cated  in  his  native  town,  whore  he  resided  until 
1836,  at  which  time  he  came  to  Illinois,  which  was 
then  considered  the  Far  West.  He  arrived  in 
Rockford  in  September  of  the  above-named  year, 
when  most  of  the  surrounding  country  was  owned 
by  the  Government.  He,  however,  made  a  claim 
to  a  tract  of  land  in  the  northern  part  of  Rockford 
Township,  and,  as  he  was  a  single  man,  kept 
“batch”  with  Ephraim  Wyman.  When  finally 
making  a  permanent  location,  lie  settled  upon  the 
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fsum  which  is  now  the  property  of  our  subject, 
whore  lie  erected  n  small  frame  house  which  later 
fjavo  way  t;p  p  tiomfortable  farm  residence.  There 
he  made  his  homo  until  his  decease,  which  occurred 
August  21,  1887.  ' 

The  maiden  name  of  the  mother  pf  our  subject 
w<ls>!»Ic*'ushn,  Bradford,  who  was  married  to  Mr. 
Rcdington  in  Rockford  in  1$38.  She  was  born  in 
.Keene, N.  IT.,  and  was  a  daughter  of  William  Brad¬ 
ford.  Her  death  occurred  in  California,  whither 
she  had  gone  in  1879,  in  search  of  health.  The 
parental  family  included  five  children:  Caroline 
D.,  who  died  in  her  twentieth  year;  Charles  II., 
who  is  Paymaster  on  the  Southern  Pacific  Railroad; 
Daniel  B.,  our  subject;  Louisa,  the  widow  of  S.  S. 
Montague,  of  Oakland,  Cal.;  and  Sarah,  Mrs.  M. 
T.  Morse,  of  Leominster,  Mass._ 

The  original  of  this  sketch  in  his  youth  attended 
the  district  school,  and  when  old  enough  assisted 
his  father  in  performing  the  duties  of'  the  farm. 
He  remained  with  his  parents  until  1804,  when, 
Juno  23  of  that  year,  lie  enlisted  in  Company  M, 
Eighth  Illinois  Cavalry,  and  in  August  was ‘sent 
to  Washington  #hd  saw  service  in  the  District  of 
Columbia,  Virginia  and  West  Virginia,  until  tho 
close, of  hostilities.  He  was  honorably  discharged 
in  June,  1805,  and,  returning  homo,  resumed  farm¬ 
ing  on  the  old  homestead  which  ho  now  owns  and 
occupies  and  which  is  pleasantly  located  four  miles 
northwest  of  Rockford.  Ho  has  added  to  his  acre¬ 
age  from  time  to  time,  until  he  is  now  the  possessor 
of  an  estate  including  three  hundred  and  six  cul¬ 
tivated  acres. 

Miss  Louisa  Steward  became  the  wife  of  our  sub¬ 
ject  in  1871.  She  is  a  native  of  Owen  Township, 
Winnebago  County,  and  is  the  daughter  of  Will- 
mm  and  Sophia  (Long)  Steward,  To  them  have 
been  born  two  children:  Alice  and  Lota.  Our 
subject  and  bis  worthy  wife  are  influential  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Christian  Union  Church,  and,  socially, 

Mr.  Rcdington  is  connected  with  Kevins  post  No!  < 
1,  G.  A.  R,  lie  is  also  a  member  of  Farmers’  i 
Lodge  No.  610,  M.  W,  A.  lie  votes  the  straight 
Republican  ticket,  and,  in  1888,  was  elected  .Super-  < 
visor  of  his  township,  which  position  he  now  6 

holds.  h0  ia  a  vcry  prominent  business  man  and  1 

is  Director  of  the  Forest  City  National  Bank.  In  i 


the  early  days  when  his  father  first  came  to  this 
county,  all  the  letters^  addressed  to  the  people  of 
this  section  were  sent  to  Chicago.  It  was  through 
such  efforts  as  those  put  forth  bv  the  elder  Mr.  - 
Rcdington  that  this  section  was  transformed  from 
its  original  dreariness  to  its  present  prosperous 
condition. 


<ffl  MLLARD  CONVERS,  one  of  the  pioneer 
\m/  settlers  of  Ganford  Township,  Winnebago 


W  (miners  ui  uuurora  township,  Winnebago 
County,  residing  on  section  9,  was  born 
on  the  20th  of  January,  1822,  in  Litchfield  Town¬ 
ship,  Bradford  County,  Pa.,  and  is  a  son  of  Henry 
and  Susanna  (Latham)  Con  vers,  both  of  whom 
were  natives  of  New  England.  The  father  was 
born  April  30,  1779,  and  removed  from  Vermont 
to  Pennsylvania,  residing  in  Bradford  County  for 
a  few  years,  after  which  Jie  became  a  resident  of 
Maehins  Township,  Cattaraugus  County,  N.  Y.  In 
1832,  he  emigrated  to  Ohio,  accompanied  b}'  his 
wife  and  five  children.  Locating  in  Portage 
County,  he  there  made  bis  bonne  until  1839,  when 
be  came  to  Illinois,  settling  inWinnebago  County, 
lie  spent  a  few  days  on  the  Pecntonica  River,  and 
then  located  on  section  9,  Guilford  Township, 
where  lie  rented  a  log  cabin  and  made  his  home 
I  until  184,4.  In  that  year,  he  removed  to  section 
16  of  the  same  township  and  there  lived  until 
called  to  the  home  beyond,  January  3,  1853.  His 
wife  died  on  the  old  home  farm  September  15 
1859.  Their  children  were  Reuben,  Betsy  I{/ 
Polly,  James  and  Willard.  ’ 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  accompanied  liis  par¬ 
ents  on  their  various  removals  and  was  a  youno- 
man  of  eighteen  years  when  be  came  to  Illinois! 
This  county  was  then  sparsely  settled;  the  greater 
part  of  the  land  was  still  in  the  possession  of  tho 
Government,  and  deer  and  other  wild  game  roamed 
at  will  over  tho  prairies.  There  were  no  railroads 
and  the  nearest  market  was  Chicago.  In  1844  Mr 
Convers  made  his  first  purchase  of  land,  a  tract  oh 
section  16,  Guilford  Township,  now  included  within 
his  present  farm.  Upon  it,  he  erected  good  build¬ 
ings  and  has  made  many  other  improvements 
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which  add  greatly  to  its  value  and  attractive  ap¬ 
pearance.  It  continued  to  be  his  home  until  1886, 
when  he  purchased  adjoining  land  and  upon  that 
farm  has  since  lived  a  retired  life.  lie  still  owns 
one  .hundred  and  sixty-two  acres  of  arable  land, 
supplied  with  two  sets  of  farm  buildings. 

On  the  fiiuUof  August,  1855,  Mr.  Convcrs 
wedded  Matilda  (Beers)  Whittle,  who  Was  born  in 
Orleans  County,,  N.  Y.,  January  22,  1831,  and  is  a 
daughter  of  Daniel  and  Mary  (Ilerrick)  Beers, 
who  are  mentioned  in  the  sketch  of  Russell  Marsh 
on  another  page  of  this  work.  Mrs.  Convers  was 
only  five  years  old  when,  in  June,  1836,  she  came 
with  her  parents  to  Winnebago  County,  and  with¬ 
out  doubt  has  resided  longer  in  the  county  than 
any  other  lady  living  within  its  borders.  She  was 
o  first  married,  on  the  25th  of  March,  1849,  to  Fred¬ 
erick  Whittle,  who  was  born  in  Canada,  September 
5,  1818,  and  came  to  Illinois  about  1840,  locating 
in  Guilford  Township.  His  death  occurred  on  the 
26th  of  April,  1854.  By  that  union  were  born 
two  daughters:  Emily  J.,  who  was  born  February 
28,  1850,  became  the  wife  of  Leonard  Marsh,  and 
died  September  17,  1885;  and  Amelia  B.,  who  'was 
born  December  15, 1853,  is  now  the  wife  of  George 
A.  Stevens,  of  Rockford. 

This  worthy  couple  have  a  pleasant  home  and 
have  a  wide  circle  of  friends  and  acquaintances 
throughout  the  community  -who  esteem  them 
highly  for  their  sterling  worth.  Mr.  Convers  is  a 
self-made  man,  who  by  his  own  efforts  has  worked 
his  way  upward  to  a  position  of  affluence  and  is 
now  enjoying  a  well-earned  rest.  Politically,  Mr. 
Convers  affiliates  with  the  Republican  party. 


EORGE  A.  BTJRR1TT,  an  extensive  farmer 
and  resident  of  Owen  Township,  Winne¬ 
bago  County,  was  born  in  Ira,  Cayuga 
County,  N.  Y.,  June  17,  1840.  His  father,  Charles 
Burritt,  was  born  in  Roxbury,  Litchfield  County, 
Conn.,  in  1812.  Grandfather  Lewis  Burritt  was 
also  a  native  of  Connecticut  and  was  there  reared 
to  agricultural  pursuits.  At  an  early  day  he  re¬ 
moved  from  the  Nutmeg  State  to  New  York,  and 
bought  a  farm  in  Ira,  Cayuga  County,  where  he 


followed  agricultural  pursuits  several  years.  He 
spent  Iris  last  days  in  the  village  of  Woodsport, 
dying  February  8, ,  4873,  aged  eighty-four  years. 
His  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Poll}"  Warner, 
was  born  in  Connecticut,  and  Spent  her  last  years 
in  Sennott,  Cayuga  County,  N.  Y.,  where  her  death 
occurred  October  21,  1865,  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
six. 

When  about  twenty  yearn  old,  Charles  Burritt 
accom  panied  h  is  parents  to  Now  York  State.  He  was 
principally  reared  to  agricultural  pursuits  but  did 
not  always  follow  farming.  He  purchased  ah  in¬ 
terest  in  a  machine  shop  at  Weedsport  and  was 
connected  with  that  business  for  three  years. 
After  serving  for  two  years  as  Superintendent  of 
the  County  Infirmary,  lie  pursued  farming  in  Cay¬ 
uga  County,  but  in  1855  sold  his  interest  there 
and  removed  to  Winnebago  County,  Ill.  The 
winter  following  his  arrival  he  passed  in  Rockford 
and  during  that  time  purchased  a  tract  of  land  in 
Owen  Township.  A  portion  of  it  was  broken 
and  fenced,  and  a  log  house  was  on  it,  these  consti¬ 
tuting  the  solo  improvements.  He  placed  the  land 
under  good  cultivation,  planted  fruit  and  shade 
trees,  erected  a  nice  set  of  farm  buildings  and  con¬ 
tinued  to  own  and  reside  upon  the  place  until  his 
death,  March  12,  1885. 

The  mother  of  our  subject,  whoso  maiden  name 
was  Laura  M.  Remington,  was  born  in  1816,  the 
daughter  of  Rufus  and  Deborah  (Olmsted)  Reming¬ 
ton,  and  died  at  the  home  farm  in  April,  1877. 
She  was  the  mother  of  seven  children,  all  of  whom 
are  still  living,  namely:  Lucy  A,  Moore,  George 
A.,  Rufus  II.,  Francis  M.  Brown,  Dwight  N.,  Ida 
M.  Knapp  and  Charles  L.  At  the  time  the  family 
removed  to  Illinois,  George  A.  was  fifteen  years  old 
and  he  has  been  a  resident  of  the  old  homestead 
since  his  parents  settled  here  in  1856,  with  the  ex¬ 
ception  of  five  years  spent  in  Rockford. 

At  the  time  of  his  marriage,  Mr.  Burritt  bought 
sixty  acres  of  the  home  farm  and  soon  after  pur¬ 
chased  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  adjoining. 
Since  that  time  he  has  purchased  the  old  home¬ 
stead  and  is  now  proprietor  of  throe  hundred 
and  twenty  acres  of  well-improved  land.  Else¬ 
where  in  this  volume  will  be  found  a  view  of  the 
place,  which  is  one  of  tlie  finest  in  this  section  of 
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the  county.  In  lflflfi,  ho  was  united  in  marriage  I  turned  home  in  fair  health,  having  never  been 


with  Harriet  M,,  (laughter  of  Royal  and  Sophronia 
(Dunslnfr)  Drake,  and  a  native  of  Vermont.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Burrill  arc  the  parents  of  five  children, 
namely:  Lewis  L.,  Jessie  M.,  Ncenah  S.,  Roy  W.  and 
Frank  C.  In  his  political  belief,  Mr.  Ihirritt  is  a 
stanch  adherent  of  the  principles  of  the  Republi¬ 
can  party  but  is  not  active  in  political  affairs,  his 
time  being  wholly  occupied  with  the  duties  of 
farm  life. 

OLE  ,1.  SKOFSTAD.  Among  the  foreign- 
born  citizens  of  Manchester  Township, 
Boone  County,  who  have  established  reputa¬ 
tions  as  farmers  of  thorough-going  enterprise  and 
system,  wo  are  pleased  to  mention  the  name  which 
wc  have  now  given.  This  gentleman  was  born  in  | 


wounded  in  battle.  Albert  served  as  a  Captain 
throughout  the  struggle;  he  was  married  to  a  lady 
from  his  native  land,  Miss  Cornelia  Gcrmanson, 
and  died  in  Lawrence*  Kan.,  in  the  fall  of  1873, 
leaving  a  widow  and  three  children. 

Ole  J.  Skofstad  lived  on  the  old  homestead  from 
1840  to  1860.  Tie  was  married  there  in  September, 
1857,  to  Miss  Anna  M.  Anderson,  who  was  born 
in  Norway,  in  April,  1839.  and  by  her  union  with 
our  subject  has  become  the  mother  of  nine  children, 
four  of  whom  are  living.  John  Edward  is  mar¬ 
ried  and  resides  in  Bessemer,  Mich.;  Annia  E., 
Mrs.  Henry  S.  Anderson,  makes  her  home  in  Wis¬ 
consin;  Orville  M.  B.  is  a  young  farmer  and  resides 
at  liqnio;  Albert  Leandor  has  been  given  a  common 
education  and  aids  in  conducting  the  home  farm. 

The  father  of  Mrs.  Skofstad  emigrated  from  Nor¬ 
way  to  America  in  1843,  and  died  at  bis  home  in 


Norway,  June  1, 1835,  and  was  the  son  of  Johancs  Greenwood,  this  State,  while  his  good  wife  passed 
Evonson,  who  was  also  a  native  of  Norway  and  away  in  Chicago,  being  a  victim  of  cholera.  They 


emigrated  to  the  United  States,  settling  in  Racine  were  tin 

Qgpnty,  Wis.,  in  18*10.  He  was  accompanied  on  and  Am 

the  journey  by  his  wife  and  three  children,  of  years  of 
whom  our  subject  is  the  first-born.  Amon 

Johancs  Evonson  took  up  six  hundred  acres  of  mention 
Government  land  in  Wisconsin,  upon  which  ho  adorns  a 
built  a  good  hewed  log  house,  30x49  feet  in  di¬ 
mensions,  and  became  one  of  the  pioneers  of  that  v  — 

State.  Several  of  his  fellow-countrymen  emigrated 
to  this  country  at  the  time  lie  came  hither,  and  the  ft]  ()I 

entire  party  set  sail  from  Drummond,  Norway,  on  I]  tr 

the  “Captain  On korson.”  The  faro  was  $80,  and  ^ ||  tl: 

Mr.  Evonson,  being  a  man  of  means,  paid  Iris  own  (|||^  ,n 

passage  and  that  of  many  of  the  emigrants,  whom  n^ui  to  t 
ho  also  loaned  money  to  buy  their  first  forty  acres  of  largo 
of  land.  He  lived  in  Racine  County  for  ten  years,  bago,  w! 
and  at  his  death  loft  a  widow  and  five  children,  of  life  ar 

On  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  War,  three  brothers  perhaps  1 

of  Mr,  Skofstad,  Evan,  Albert  and  Martin,  together  Our  sn 
with  their  cousin,  Hans  C.  Hog,  enlisted  in  the  Fif-  London, 
tcentlr  Wisconsin  Infantry,  of  which  Hans  was  the  1823,  ant 
organizer  and  Colonel.  Evan  was  taken  prisoner,  occurred 
and  while  being  conveyed  from  Andersonvillc  grandfatl 
jumped  from  the  car  witli  many  others  and  made  of  the  Gi 
good  his  escape  by  reaching  the  army  of  Gen.  Slier-  cestry  ai 
man.  At  the  close  of  the  war,  the  young  men  re-  Canada. 


g  in  Racine  were  the  parents  of  two  children:  Mrs  Skofstad 
unpanied  on  and  Anna,  who  died  at  Sharon,  Wis.,  when  sixteen 
children,  of  years  of  age. 

Among  the  finest  farms  in  the  township  may  be 
red  acres  of  mentioned  that  of  Mr.  Skofstad,  a  view  of  which 
On  which  ho  adonis  another  page. 

feet  in  di¬ 
nners  of  that  '  •' 


JOHN  BURCH.  He  with  whose  name  we  in¬ 
troduce  this  biographical  outline  was  one  of 
the  pioneers  of  Winnebago  Comity,  and 
may  be  properly  designated  as  a  “gentle¬ 
man  to  the  manor  born.”  He  is  in  the  enjoyment 
of  largo  means  and  has  a  pleasant  home  in  Winne¬ 
bago,  where  he  is  surrounded  by  all  the  comforts 
of  life  and  lives  in  a  manner  much  less  pretentious 
perhaps  than  his  means  might  justify. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  what  is  now  the  city  of 
London,  Province  of  Ontario,  Canada,  August  3, 
1823,  and  is  the  son  of  John  Burch,  Sr,,  whose  birth 
occurred  in  Woodstock,  Windsor  County,  Vt.  The 
grandfather  of  our  subject,  who  was  also  a  native 
Of  the  Green  Mountain  State,  was  of  English  an¬ 
cestry  and  spent  his  last  years  near  Kensington, 
Canada.  John  Burch,  Sr.,  wag  a  lad  of  fourteen 
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years  when  his  father  removed  to  Canada,  where 
lie  grew  to  manhood  and  was  married.  He  then 
removed  to  London  District  and  purchased  a  tract 
of  timber  land,  which  is  now  included  in  the  city 
of  London.  He  erected  a  log  house  on  the  place, 
in  which  our  subject  was  born,  and,  as  the  markets 
were  very  inconvenient  to  reach,  the  family  lived 
mostly  off  the  products  of  the  farm. 

In  1834,  the  father  of  our  subject  sold  the  prop¬ 
erty  above  mentioned  and  removed  to  Port  Stan¬ 
ley,  whore  he  bought  a  farm  and  resided  until 
1839,  which  was  the  date  of  his  advent  into  Illi¬ 
nois.  He  was  accompanied  on  the  journey  to  this 
State  by  his  wife  and  seven  children,  and  made  the 
entire  journey  overland  with  teams,  the  trip  con¬ 
suming  four  weeks.  On  locating  in  Winnebago 
County,  Mr.  Burch  found  the  land  still  owned  by 
the  Government,  and  making  a  claim  to  a  tract,  he 
purchased  it  when  it  came  into  market  and  erected 
thereon  a  double  log  house.  Commencing  at  once 
the  improving  of  bis  new  home,  there  the  father 
resided  until  1848,  when  he  sold  out,  and  removing 
to  Guilford  Township,  lived  there  for  ten  years. 
His  last  days  were  spent  in  Fayette  County,  Iowa, 
whither  he  went  in  185'8,  and  purchased  property 
in  the  city  of  Fayette,  where  he  was  engaged  in  the 
combined  occupations  of  druggist,  shoe  merchant, 
money-lender  and  a  tanner. 

The  maiden  name  of  our  subject’s  mother  was 
Lydia  Hogaboom,  whose  birth  occurred  in  Saratoga 
County,  N.  Y.  She  was  of  German  ancestry  and 
accompanied  her  parents  on  their  removal  to 
Canada  when  quite  young,  the  journey  being 
made  in  the  winter  with  teams.  When  crossing 
Lake  Champlain  the  ice  broke  and  her  mother  and 
one  sister  were  drowned.  She  resided  with  her 
father  until  her  marriage,  and  departed  this  life  at 
her  home  in  Fayette  County,  Iowa.  The  father 
of  our  subject  was,  a  Whig  and  joined  the  Republi¬ 
can  ranlcs  on  the  formation  of  that  party.  He 
filled  various  positions  of  trust  and  was  the  first 
Justice  of  the  Peace  in  Winnebago  Township. 
With  his  wife  he  was  a  member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  and  before  a  building  was  erected 
meetings  were  frequently  held  in  Ms  home. 

John  Burch  had:  seven  brothers  and  sisters: 
William,  Benjamin,  Levi  B.,  Laura  Samantha, 


Hiram,  Henry  and  Charlotte.  He  had  reached  his 
sixteenth  year  when  he  came  to  Illinois  with  his 
parents  and  with  them  he  remained  until  reaching 
his  majority.  Starting  out  in  life  on  his  own  re¬ 
sponsibility,  he  purchased  three  yoke  of  cattle,  for 
which  he  went  in  debt,  and  engaged  in  breaking 
prairie  for  $1.75  or  $1.50  with  his  board.  Mr. 
Burch  was  thus  occupied  for  two  seasons,  and  then 
having  saved  a  sufficient  sum  of  money,  purchased 
:  a  tract  of  land  which  is  included  in  his  present 
farm.  The  grain  raised  on  his  place  was  marketed 
at  Chicago,  and  on  the  return  trip  our  subject 
would  bring  back  a  load  of  goods  for  the  merchants 
at  Freeport,  Galena  or  Rockford. 

In  1850,  the  original  of  this  sketch  went  to  Cali¬ 
fornia,  starting  with  teams  from  Westfield,  this 
township,  on  the  4th  of  April  and  traversing  Iowa 
to  the  present  site  of  Council  Bluffs,  which  was 
then  called  Kauesvillo,  where  ho  was  taken  sick 
with  smallpox.  He  had  made  a  contract  to  toko 
two  men  through  to  the  Western  coast  and  board 
them  on  the  way,  for  winch  lie  was  to  receive  one- 
half  of  what  they  made  in  two  years.  Council 
Bluffs  .was  a  Mormon  town  at  that  time  and  the 
party  secured  a  vacant  Mormon  cabin,  in  which  our 
subject  and  one  of  the  gentlemen,  who  was  similarly 
afflicted,  lay  during  their  sickness,  cared  for  by  a 
Mormon  doctor  and  nurse,  llis  companion,  Daniel 
Case,  died  and  the  remainder  of  the  party  carried 
out  their  plan  of  visiting  the  Golden  Slate,  leav¬ 
ing  a  team  of  horses  and  a  wagon  for  our  subject 
to  return  home, 

On  recovering  his  health,  Mr.  Burch  joined  an¬ 
other  party  of  emigrants  bound  for  the  Western 
country,  led  by  Cnpfc.  Duncan  from  Michigan. 
They  landed  in  Nevada  City  in  September,  where 
our  subject  engaged  in  mining  and  resided  until 
1853.  In  June  of  that  year,  he  started  homo  by 
the  way  of  the  Isthmus,  and  had  his  first  ride  on 
the  railroad,  paying  $11  for  eleven  miles.  Again 
coming  to  his  old  home,  he  resumed  farming  on  the 
old  place  and  at  the  time  of  his  marriage  located 
on  the  farm  whioli  is  his  present  property,  and 
which  includes  seven  hundred  and  fifteen  acres  of 
land,  besides  which  ho  owns  a  quarter-section  in 
Greene  County,  Iowa,  and  fifty-five  acres  in  Ogle 
County, 
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Hie  Indy  to  whom  our  subject  was  married  Jan¬ 
uary  22,  I8G@,  was  .Sarah  Martha  John,  a  native  of 
Northumberland  County,  Pa.,  and  the  daughter 
Of  Jehu  and  Patience  (Housewert)  John.  The  fa¬ 
ther  was  a  native  of  the  Keystone  State,  of  Welsh 
ancestry,  wliilettio  mother  was  born  in  New  Jersey, 
of  German  stock. \Mr.  and  Mrs.  Burch  have  been 
granted  a  family  of  seven  children :  Georgiana, 
Judson,  Willard,  Preston,  Nellie  Thressa,  Jessie 
and  Mildred.  Our  subject  east  his  first  Presidential 
vote  for  Henry  Clay  and  Since  the  formation  of 
the  Republican  party  has  been  a  firm  adherent  of 
its  principles.  When  Mr.  Burch  crossed  the  Mis¬ 
souri  .River  on  his  California  trip,  buffalo  were 
seen  in  great  numbers  and  lie  says  tlio  only  way  to 
compute  their  number  was  to  estimate  how  many 
would  stand  on  an  acre, and  in  that  way  calculate 
how  many  acres  a  herd  covered. 

A  portion  of  the  house  in  which  our  subject  li  ves 
was  the  first  frame  building  erected  in  Winnebago 
Coun  ty.  ° 


JPf^RILL  MARSH,  one  of  the  early  settlers 
%npJ  of  Winnebago  County,  residing  on  section 
II  it  1G,  Guilford  Township,  is  one  of  the 
worthy  citizens  that  the  Keystone  State 
has  furnished  Illinois.  He  was  born  in  Bradford 
County,  pa.,  December  14,1822,  and  is  a  son  of 
Russell  and  Abigail  (Avorill)  Marsh,  a  sketch  of 
whom  appears  on  another  page  of  this  work.  Our 
subject  was  in  bis  sixteenth  year  when  be  came  to 
Illinois  with  his  parents,  but  remembers  well  the 
incidents  of  the  removal  here,  and  the  experience 
Of  pioneer  life  in  Winnebago  County.  At  that 
time  thero  were  no  free  schools  or  public  school 
buildings,  but  the  teacher  was  paid  by  subscrip¬ 
tions,  and  school  was  held  in  any  unoccupied 
building  which  could  bo  secured. 

Mr.  Marsh  remained  with  his  parents  until 
twenty  years  of  ago,  and  then,  engaged  in  farming 
for  himself.  In  the  early  spring  of  1849,  in  com* 
pany  with  two  companions,  lie  started  for  Califor¬ 
nia,  going  in  a  skiff  down  the  Rock  River  to  Rock 
Island,  where  they  boarded  a  steamer,  and  by  way 


i-  of  the  Mississippi  and  Missouri  Rivers,  reached  St. 
f  Joseph,  Mo.  There  they  bought  four  yoke  of 
r  oxen  and  a  wagon  and  started  across  the  plains. 
-  There  were  then  no  white  settlers  between  the 
i  Missouri  River  and  California,  except  the  Mor- 

,  mons,  at  Salt  Lake.  In  August  they  arrived  at 

i  Hangtown,  now  Plaecrville,  and  Mr,  Marsh  went 
)  to  the  mines  near  Coloma,  where  he  engaged  in 
J  digging  gold  for  two  years,  when  he  went  to  Sacra- 
1  monto,  and  formed  a  partnership  with  an  experi- 
;  fncod  blacksmith,  Mr.  Marsh  f urn  ishing  the  capital. 
They  opened  a  shop  and  continued  in  business  for 
one  year,  when  he  resumed  mining,  and  to  that 
occupation  devoted  his  energies  until  1853,  when 
he  started  on  the  return  trip  by  way  of  the  Isth¬ 
mus  of  Panama  and  New  York.  * 

On  the  28th  of  February,  1854,  Mr.  Marsh  was 
joined  in  wedlock  with  Frances  Robinson,  who  was 
born  in  Paris,  Oxford  County,  Me.,  September  30, 
1831.  Her  father  and  grandfather  both  bore  the 
name  of  Stephen  Robinson.  The  latter  was  a 
farmer  of  Paris,  and  spent  bis  eutiro  life  in  the 
Pine  Tree  State.  He  married  Jemima  Haskell, 
who  also  lived  in  Maine  until  called  to  the  home 
beyond.  Stephen  Robinson,  Jr.,  was  reared  in  Paris, 
and  there  married  Sophrona  Cushman,  a  native  of 
Brickfield,  Me.,  and  a  daughter  of  Caleb  and  Polly 
(Buck)  Cushman.  In  1844,  they  emigrated  to  Illi¬ 
nois,  by  way  of  Buffalo  and  the  Lakes,  and,  on 
reaching  Winnebago  County,  purchased  a  farm  on 
section  8,  Guilford  Township,  where  both  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Robinson  spent  their  remaining  days. 

Five  children  were  born  unto  Mr.  and  Mm 
Marsh,  but  only  one  is  now  living:  Lizzie,  wife  of 
Ward  Shaw,  by  whom  she  has  one  child,  Ellis. 

!  Eva» their  first-born,  became  the  wife  of  Byron 
Meech,  and  died  in  1891,  leaving  four  children, 
Lloyd  A.,  Anna,  Frank  and  Ralph;  Bruce  died  at 
the  ago  of  six  months;  Dora  died  at  the  age  of 
twelve,  and  Clinton  died  in  his  third  year. 

On  bis  return  from  California,  Mr.  Marsh  located 
upon  the  farm  which  he  now  owns  and  occupies. 
Within  its  boundaries  arc  comprised  one  hundred 
and  eighty  acres  of  valuable  land  under  a  hteh 
state  of  cultivation  and  well  improved  with  good 
buildings.  He  is  recognized  as  one  of  the  1  cadi  no- 
agriculturists  of  this  community  and  is  a  public*- 
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spirited  and  progressive  citizen  who  manifests  a 
commendable  interest  in  all  that  pertains  to  the 
upbuilding  of  the  county  and  the  promotion  of 
the  general  welfare.  Political!}7*  Mr,  Marsh  is  a 
stalwart  Republican. 


E.  BENSON,  a  veteran  of  the  Mex¬ 
ican  War,  was  bom  in  Cazcnovia,  Madison 
County,  N.  Y.,  March  10,  1826.  His  father, 
Isaac  Benson,  was  a  native  of  Albany  County,  N. 
Y.,  and  was  of  Prussian  descent.  When  a  young 
man,  he  went  to  Madison  County,  and,  after  a  short 
residence  in  Cazcnovia,  removed  to  Fayetteville, 
Onondaga  County,  where  ho  followed  the  black¬ 
smith’s  trade  until  18-15.  lie  married  Julia  Thomas, 
“a  native  of  Williarnstown,  Mass.,  and  with  his  wife 
and  seven  children  emigrated  to  'Illinois,  making 
the  entire  journey  ovevland  with  teams.  He  lo¬ 
cated  in  the  village  Of  Belvidcre,  opened  a  smithy 
and  followed  his  trade  for  a  number  of  years,  af¬ 
ter  which  he  lived  retired  until  called  to  his  final 
rest.  Both  Mr,  and  Mrs.  Benson  died  in  this  city. 
Our  subject  was  an  infant  when  his  ’parents  re¬ 
moved  to  Fayetteville,  where  ho  was  reared  and 
educated.  At,  the  age  of  sixteen,  he  commenced 
working  with  his  father  at  the  blacksmith’s  trade, 
and  continued  with  him  until  1847,  when  lie  en¬ 
listed  in  Capt.  Shepherd’s  Company  of  the  Sixth 


turned  to  Belvidcre,  where  ho  made  his  home  un¬ 
til  1870,  when  ho  purchased  a  farm  in  lie  Kalb 
County. 

On  Hie  8th  of  January,  1860,  Mr.  Benson  mar¬ 
ried  Adeline  A.  Harper,,  who  was  born  in  Huron 
County,  Ohio,  and  was  a  daughter  of  Joseph 
Harper.  She  died  in  1887,  leaving  five  children: 
Frank,  Eben,Cora,  Mary  and  Jessie.  In  his  politi¬ 
cal  affiliations,  our  subject  is  a  Republican,  and  has 
served  as  Street  Commissioner  for  the  past  three 
years.  Socially,  he  is  a  member  of  the  Belvidcre 
Lodge  No.  60,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.;  ICishwaukoc  Chap¬ 
ter  No.  90,  R.  A.  M-;  Crusader  Commamlery  No. 
17,  K.  T.;  Freeport  Consistory  and  La  Fayette 
Garrison  No,  27,  K.  G.  His  life  has  been  a  varied 
One.  There  are  few  men  who  served  in  the  Mex¬ 
ican  War,  and  also  made  the  trip  to  California 
among  the  549ors.  He  has  likewise  borne  the  experi¬ 
ences  of  pioneer  life.  In  every  community  whore 
hq  has  resided  ho  1ms  been  recognized  us  a  valued 
citizen,  and  wherever  lie  goes,  ho  wins- friends. 


jyfl  ATT1IEW  McMillan.  Wc  aro  gratified 
If  to  bo  able  to  present  the  life  history  of 
Ik  lli  this  progressive,  intelligent  and  thrifty 
w  agriculturist,  who  enjoys  the  confidence 
of  the  business  community  and  resides  on  section 
21,  Caledonia  Township,  Boone  County.  Both  ho 


Illinois  Infantry,  and  went  with  the  command  to 
Mexico,  where  he  participated  in  several  engage¬ 
ments,  serving  about  a  year  and  a  half,  when  he 
returned  to  Alton,  and  was  honorably  discharged. 
His  health  was  greatly  impaired  during  his  service. 
On  the  3d  of  March,  1849,  he  started  with  a  com¬ 
pany  for  California,  making  the  journey  across  the 
plains  with  ox-teams.  At  that  time  there  were  no 
white  settlers  between  St.  Joseph,  Mo.,  and  the  Pa¬ 
cific  Slope,  except  the  Mormons  at  Salt  Lake.  Large 
herds  of  buffaloes  were  seen  on  the  prairie,  also 
deer  and  antelopes.  After  one  hundred  and  eighty 


and  his  worthy  wife  are  highly  esteemed  among 
their  neighbors, and  in  the  accumulation  of  his 
farm  he  has  been  ably  seconded  by  bis  faithful 
helpmate. 

The  original  of  this  sketcli  was  born  in  Kin  tyro, 
Scotland,  December  25, 1815,  and  is  a  son  of  James 
McMillan,  who  was  also  a  native  f^f  diat  portion  of 
Scotland,  where  lie  spent  bis  era  tiro  li  fe.  The 
maiden  name  of  his  wife  was  Mary  McLain,  who 
departed  this  life  in  her  native  shire.  Matthew,  of 
this  sketch,  was  reared  and  educated  in  Scotland 
and  served  an  apprenticeship  of  four  years  at  the 


days  of  travel,  the  party  arrived  at  Bid  well’s  shoemaker’s  trade,  but  did  not  follow  that  branch 
ranch,  in  Butte  County,  whence  they  went  to  the  of  work,  preferring  to  give  his  time  and  attention 
Feather  River  country.  Mr.  Benson  continued  to  to  agriculture. 

engage  in  mining  in  California,  with  the  exception  Desiring  to  see  something  of  the  New  World,  of 
of  two  winters  spent  in  Illinois.  In  1862,  he  re-  which  he  had  heard  so  giuch,lie  of  whom  we  write, 
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iu  1852,  canto  to  America,  accompanied  by  inis  wife 
and  two  children,  setting  sail  from  Glasgow  in 
April  on  the  vessel  “Conrad’'  and  landed  at  Now 
York  seven  weeks  and  three  days  later.  Our  sub¬ 
ject  immediately  went  to  Cincinnati,  where  for  five 
years  he  was  engaged  in  teaming  and  at  the  end 
of  that  time  came  to  Illinois  and,  locating  in 
Caledonia  Township,  rented  land  until  1878,  when 
he  became  tho  proprietor  of  the  two  hundred  and 
ten  acres  which  he  now  owns  adjoining  the  villago. 

Tho  lady  to  whom  our  subject  was  married,  De¬ 
cember  28,  1841,  was  also  born  in  Kintyre,  Scot¬ 
land,  and  boro  the  name  of  Agnes,  daughter  of 
John  and  Mary  Kelly.  They  have  become  the 
parents  of  eight  children,  namely:  Mary,  Barbara, 
James,  John,  Matthew,  Libby.  Nettie  and  Charles! 
Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  McMillan  are  earuestand  active 
members  of  the  Willow  Creek  Presbyterian  Church, 
and  their  inlluence  in  evory  way  is  used  for  the 
upbuilding  of  society  and  the  forwarding  of  the 
interests  of  morality  and  religion. 


]|r^  OBERT  ridge.  Among  the  most  highly 
esteemed  and  respected  residents  of  the  vil- 
IaS°  Of  Capron,  Boone  County,  111.,  there  is 
W10t  011  e  who  has  been  a  more  faithful  soldier 
and  pleasant  member  of  society,  or  a  more  thorough 
and  sagacious  business  man,  than  the  original  of 
this  notice,  whose  portrait  is  shown  on  the  oppo¬ 
site  page.  II is  life  of  industry  and  usefulness  and 
his  record  for  honesty  aud  uprightness  have  given 
him  a  hold  upon  the  community  which  all  mio-ht 
well  desire  to  share.  ° 

The  parents  of  our  subject,  George  and  Eliza 
(Crosier)  Ridge,  were  natives  of  Ireland,  in  which 
country  the  mother  died  when  comparatively  a 
young  woman.  In  1850,  the  father  came  to  the 
United  States,  settled  in  New  York  State  at 
Lawycrsville,  Schoharie  County,  and  two  yearn 
later  sent  for  his  family  of  five  children.  In  1874 
he  came  to  Illinois  and  made  his  homo  with  his 
son,  our  subject,  until  his  death,  when  emhty- 
threo  years  of  ago.  xto  W!VS  a  hard-working  man 
a  tiller  of  the  soil,  which  occupation  most  of  liis 


e  ancestors  had  followed,  and  was  honest  and 
a  upright  in  every  walk  of  life.  Of  his  children, 

v  only  three  arc  now  liVpg:  Robert  in  Capron,  Ill., 

-  and  Thomas  and  James  in  New  Haven,  Conn, 
e  Our  subject  was  born  in  County  Cavan, Ireland, 
5  June  4,  1839,  and  when  but  an  infant  was  sent  to 
1  Ins  grandparents,  with  whom  lie  remained  until 
i  twelve  years  of  age,  or  until  corning  to  America 
I  When  thirteen  years  old,  lie  began  working  out  by 
the  month  for  Horace  Wakoman,  but  received  little 
■  compensation.  From  1858,  when  he  came  to 
Boone  County,  Hi.,  until  the  opening  of  the  war 
he  received  more  substantial  returns  for  his  serv! 
ices,  and  his  prospects  were  brighter  in  every  re- 
3|>ect.  Although  he  worked  on  the  farm  durum 
the  summer  seasons,  he  was  in  school  during  the 
winter  months,  aud  attended  the  South  BeMdere 
school  for  one  term.  On  the  12th  of  August,  1862 
he  enlisted  in  Company  B,  Ninety-fifth  Illinois’ 
Infantry,  under  Capt,  C.  B.  Loop,  and  was  with 
his  regiment  until  after  the  siege  of  Yicksburo- 
when  he  was  taken  sick  and  confined  in  the  Me’ 
Pherson  Hospital  for  about  three  months.  Rec0v 
ering,  ho  went  to  the  frontaud  joined  “Sherman’s 
dashing  Union  boys,”  at  Kenesaw  Mountain  re¬ 
maining  with  them  until  after  the  capture  of 
Atlanta  when  he  returned  to  his  own  regiment  at 
Nashville.  He  was  mustered  out  at  Spi-in-field 
Ill.,  August  17,  1865,  after  being  in  many  prom_! 

mentengagemonts, and  having hishat  shot  through 

twice— once  at  Vicksburg  and  once  at  Spanish  Ft 
Ala.  ’’ 

Returning  to  Boone  County  after  cessation  of 
hostilities,  Mr.  Ridge  began  clerking  in  a  store  at 
Capron  for  Stow  &  Lambert,  and  this  continued 
until  his  marriage,  November  24,  1867,  to  Miss 
Hattie  A,  Scott,  a  native  of  Canada,  and  the  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Francis  and  Mary  Scott.  The  mother  dted 
in  Canada,  but  the  father  moved  to  Illinois  in 
1857,  and  became  quite  an  extensive  landowner 
He  died  in  Capron  when  eighty-threo  years  of  aoe! 

Mi.  and  Mrs.  Ridge  became  the  parents  of  four 
children :  1  he  oldest,  Alice,  born  Jan uary  1,1871 
died  March  22,  1874;  George  S.,  born  in  Capron’ 
Boone  County,  June  2,  1874,  died  June  4,  1892’ 
aged  eighteen  years;  Clara  B,  born  January  5,’ 

18 ib,  and  Benjamin  Harrison,  born  Juno  26  1888 
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i  the  surviving  members  of  the  family  circle. 


After  his  marriage  Mr,  Ridge  engaged  in  general 
merchandising,  in  company  with  William  Andrews, 
for  eighteen  years,  and  at  the  same  time  carried  on 
a  successful  grain  business;  then  dissolving  part¬ 
nership  with  Mr.  Andrews,  ho  bought  the  Capron 
elevators,  and  has  been  in  the  grain  and  feed  busi¬ 
ness  exclusively  for  the  past  six  years.  He  is  now 
interested  in  tile  works  and  also  owns  a  good  farm 
of  two  hundred  and  fifty-three  acres  in  LoRoy 
Township.  He  is  a  self-made  man,  and  all  that 
he  now  dwns  is  the  result  of  hard  work  and  un¬ 
ceasing  industry. 

In  politics,  Mr.  Ridge  is  a  Republican.  He  has 
been  School  Treasurer  for  sixteen  years,  and  has 
held  other  local  positions  in  the  township.  He  lias 
been  a '  member  of  the  Christian  Church  for  many 
years,  and  had  charge  of  the  township bible  deposi¬ 
tory  for  over  twenty-three  years,  resigning  that 
position  about  two  years  ago.  He  also  gave  up 
the  position  of  School  Treasurer,  which  he  had 
held  for  sixteen  years.  Socially,  lie  is  Adjutant 
of  Cornwall  Post  No.  314,  G.  A.  R.,  of  Capron, 
and  was  One  of  the  charter  members.  He  is  a 
member  of  Camp  No.  623,  M.  W.  A. 

A  conscientious  and  devout  Christian,  Mr, 
Ridge  is  honored  and  esteemed  by  all  who  enjoy 
his  acquaintance,  and  the  family  is  one  of  the 
most  prominent  in  tho  township.  He  is  public- 
spirited,  and  is  actively  identified  with  all  good 
movements.  He  is  President  of  the  tile  and  brick 
works  of  the  village  of  Capron,  and  was  largely 
instrumental  in  establishing  that  enterprise  in  the 
village. 

LEXANDER  RALSTON.  This  gentleman, 
flOj  though  born  across  the  ocean,  was  one  of 

ITlfi  the  early  pioneers  Of  Winnebago  County, 
•‘QijjJ  and  has  given  the  best  efforts  of  his  life 
to  its  development,  and,  as  a  reward  for  his 
industry,  has  accumulated  a  handsome  compe¬ 
tency.  In  Mr.  Ralston,  we  find  a  splendid  exam¬ 
ple  of  what  may  be  accomplished  by  an  energetic, 
determined  and  economical  man.  His  birthplace 
was  Argylesliire,  Scotland,  the  date  thereof  being 


May  1,  1808.  His  father,  David  Ralston,  was  also 
born  in  that  place,  whore  he  was  reared  to  the  call¬ 
ing  of  an  agriculturist  and  spent  his  entire  life. 

Our  subject’s  mother,  Helen  Ralston,  was  born 
in  the  same  shire  as  was  her  husband,  coming  to 
America  in  1842,  and  departing  this  life  in  Winne¬ 
bago  County.  She  became  the  mother  of  five  chil¬ 
dren:  Robert,  Alexander,  Margaret,  Jane  and  Da¬ 
vid,  all  of  whom  came  to  America.  Robert  settled 
in  what  is  now  Harlem  Township,  Winnebago 
County,  where  his  decease  occurred;  Margaret  was 
married  to  John  Caldwell,  and  makes  her  home  in 
Caledonia,  Boone  County;  David  resided  in  this 
county  until  his  decease. 

Alexander  Ralston  was  reared  and  educated  in 
his  native  shire,  and  when  fifteen  years  of  age 
went  to  Greenock  and  was  engaged  for  four  years 
as  a  clerk  in  a  hardware  store.  After  that  lie  emi¬ 
grated  to  St.  Johns,  Newfoundland,  and  was  in  tho 
employ  of  the  same  man  for  five  years.  Returning 
to  Scotland,  he  remained  thero  until  1834,  at  which 
time  he  sailed  from  Greenock  on  tho  “Roger 
Stewart,”  and  six  weeks  later  landed  in  Now 
York.  Ho  came  directly  West  to  Ohio,  where  ho 
engaged  to  work  out  by  tho  month  for  a  time. 
Later,  being  enabled  to  become  tho  owner  of  prop¬ 
erty  on  his  own  account,  ho  secured  an  eighty- 
acre  tract  of  timber  land,  upon  which  lie  erected  a 
log  house  and  there  resided  until  1843.  On  live 
above-named  date,  Mr.  Ralston  enmc  to  Winnebago 
County,  making  the  journey  hither  by  teams,  and 
settled  in  what  is  now  Harlem  Township.  At  that 
time  Northern  Illinois  was  very  sparsely  settled, 
the  greater  portion  of  the  land  being  in  tho  pos¬ 
session  of  the  Government.  Our  subject,  however, 
made  a  claim  to  eighty  acres,  upon  which  ho 
erected  a  small  framo  house,  doing  tho  carpenter- 
work  himself,  and  going  to  Chicago  with  a  team 
for  the  shingles.  He  from  time  to  time  added  to 
his  farm,  until  his  estate  included  one  hundred  and 
eighty  acres,  well  improved  with  good  buildings. 
In  1879,  Mr.  Ralston  disposed  of  his  property  and 
came  to  Rockford,  whore  he  has  since  lived  retired 
from  active  labors. 

Mr.  Ralston  was  married  in  Scotland  to  Jane 
Gordon,  who  was  a  native  of  the  same  shire  as  was 
her  husband,  and  died  after  corning  to  this  conn- 
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try,  in  1836,  in  Washington  County,  Ohio.  In 
1852,  ovir  subject  was  again  married,  this  time  to 
Elizabeth  Harvey,  a  native  of  Argyleshire,  Scot¬ 
land,  and  the  daughter  of  William  and  Mary 
(Greenlees)  Harvey.  She  came  to  America  with 
her  parents,  whore  she  died.  Two  daughters  Avore 
born  of  that  union,  Charlotte  E.  and  Nellie.  The 
first  union  of  Mr.  Ralston  resulted  in  the  birth  of 
One  son,  John  C.,  avIio  resides  in  St.  Louis. 

The  original  of  this  sketch  was  reared  under  the 
infiuence  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  with  which 
donoimnajjion  lie  became  connected  in  early  life. 
Ho  is  at  the  present  time  a  member  of  the  West¬ 
minster  Church,  at  Rockford,  to  the  support  of 
which  he  is  a  liberal  contributor.  He  stands  very 
high  in  business  circles,  being  a  founder  of  the 
People’s  Bank  of  Rockford.  In  1875,  Mr.  Ralston 
returned  to  Scotland,  after  an  absence  of  forty 
years,  and  visited  friends  and  relatives.  Our  sub¬ 
ject  is  a  Republican,  and  lias  hold  various  offices, 
among  them  that  of  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  three 
terms. 

<8  M.LLIAM  C.  CHAPMAN,  a  successful  pat- 
ww  tcrn‘mftlcev  °f  Rockford,  who  lias  been  in 
the  employ  of  John  and  W.  F.  Barns  since 
March,  1866,  is  highly  esteemed  for  his  ability,  en¬ 
terprise  and  integrity,  He  has  been  a  resident  of 
the  city  since  1.852,  except  about  four  years  that 
he  spent  in  Chicago,  Ill.  Ho  learned  the  trade  of 
a  ctibi net-maker  and  designer,  and  avos  in  the  em¬ 
ploy  of  J.G,  Marsh,  a  furniture-maker  in  this  city, 
for  sixteen  years.  Wliilo  in  Chicago,  he  also  fol- 
loAved  his  trade. 

Our  subject  ayus  born  in  Greenwich  Township, 
Washington  County,  N.  Y.,  November  15,  1830, 
and  received  his  rudimentary  education  in  the 
common  schools  of  that  county.  Ho  afterward 
attended  TTnionvilie  Academy,  Avbero,  during  the 
four  years  of  his  attendance,  he  Avas  a  schoolmate  of 
Ex-President  Chester  A.  Arthur.  Later,  ho  Avas 
under  the  tutelage  of  his  father  in  learning  to  be 
a  mechanic,  and  ayIicu  twenty-one  years  of  age, 
came  West  to  Rockford,  Ill.,  and  grew  up  with  this 
city.  His  record  as  a  citizen  and  business  man  is 


very  good  indeed,  and  lie  is  a  man  of  excellent 
habits,  never  touching  whisky  or  tobacco  in  any 
form.  He  has  been  a  member  of  the  First  Congre¬ 
gational  Church  nearly  all  his  life,  and  is  a  strong 
supporter #  of  the  principles  of  the  Republican 
party. 

Miss  Linda  Neal, whom  our  subject  married  in  this 
county,  Avas  a  native  of  the  Province  of  Ontario, 
Canada,  and  came  to  the  States,  and  to  Winnebago 
County,  Ill.,  when  twen ty  years  of  age,  She  died 
March  27,  1876,  Avhen  thirty-three  years  of  age, 
leaving  the  following  children,  all  now  living: 
Frank  W.,  now  a  resident  of  Southern  Dakota;  Le 
Roy,  a  railroad  man,  residing  in  Rockford,  who 
married  Miss  Hattie  AndreAvs;  Lucy  E.,  engaged 
Avith  the  Rockford  Watch  Company;  and  Charles 
IL,  residing  in  Minnesota,  i 

Mr.  Chapman's  second  marriage  occurred  in 
Guilford  Township,  this  county,  to  Miss  Andrews, 
Avho  AA’as  born,  reared  and  educated  in  that  tOAvn- 
ship.  She  died  at  her  home  in  this  city  in  October, 
1878,  Avhen  thirty-three  years  of  age,  leaving  one 
child,  Albert  IL,  who  is  at  homo. 

The  third  marriage  of  our  subject  occurred  in 
Rockford,  and  the  lady  of  his  choice  avos  Mrs. 
Elizabeth  "Warner,  nee  Judd.  She  Avas  also  born, 
reared  and  educated  in  Guilford  Township,  her 
birth  taking  place  on  the  4th  of  May,  1851.  She 
avos  the  daughter  of  old  settlers  of  this  county, 
both  of  whom  died  here.  The  parents,  Benjamin 
and  Mary  A.  (Carman)  Judd,  wore  natives  of 
Canada,  but  after  marriage  they  came  to  the  Stales, 
settling  in  Cherry  Talley  Township,  Winnebago 
County,  Ill.  Later,  they  removed  to  Guilford 
Township,  located  on  a  farm,  and  died  when  quite 
aged. 

Mrs.  Chapman,  the  present  Avife  of  our  subject, 
was  first  married  in  her  native  township  to  Mr. 
Alexander  B.  I.  Warner,  who  was  a  briok-molder 
in  Rockford  for  many  years,  but  subsequently  went 
to  Michigan.  Ho  Avas  in  Antrim  County,  of  that 
State,  until  his  death,  on  the  25th  of  December, 
1878,  when  forty-tAvo  years  of  age.  He  was  a 
soldier  in  the  Civil  War,  enlisting  in  the  Eleventh 
Illinois  Infantry  and  serving  three  years,  and  Avas 
in  many  prominent  engagements.  He  veteranized 
after  serving  the  last  of  four  years  in  the  Seventy- 
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fourth  Illinois  Infantry,  and  his  discharge  was 
covered  with  the  battles  in  which  he  engaged.  He 
escaped  with  only  a  slight  flesh  wound  on  the  loft 
cheek,  but  was  the  hero  of  many  a  battle.  He  died 
leaving  five  children:  George  A.,  in  the  employ 
of  the  Rockford  Street  Railroad  ;  Ida  P.,  wife  of 
John  Robinson,  a  fanner  of  Nelson,  Neb.;  Clara 
M.  and  Dora  E.  at  home,  both  having  received 
good  educations  at  the  Business  College;  and  Ben¬ 
jamin  J.,  at  home.  To  the  present  union  have 
been  born  two  children,  Chester  A.  and  Darwin  E. 


jjL.  ENRY  A.  LATHAM.  Prominent  among 
Jlfjj  the  pioneers  of  Winnebago  County  stands 
the  name  of  our  subject,  who  has  resided 
for  the  last  thirty  years  on  the  old  home¬ 
stead  in  Owen  Township.  His  estate  includes  two 
hundred  and  fifty-two  acres  located  on  tin?  Rock 
River,  and  the  honorable  and  successful  career  of 
Mr.  Latham  stands  forth  as  a  fitting  example  of 
what  can  be  attained  by  persistent  and  earnest 
effort. 

Our  subject  had  his  birth  November  12,  1818,  in 
Schoharie  County,  N.  Y.,  while  his  direct  progeni¬ 
tor,  Francis  E.  Latham,  hailed  from  Connecticut. 
Darius  Latham,  the  grandfather  of  our  subject,  was 
also  born  in  the  Nutmeg  State,  whence  he  removed 
to  Albany,  N.  Y.,  and  later  came  to  Rockford, 
where  he  remained  a  short  time  and  then  went 
farther  West  to  Kansas.  Returning  to  Illinois,  he 
departed  this  life  at  the  home  of  his  son  in  Lincoln. 

When  the  parents  of  Francis  E.  Latham  removed 
to  Albany,  N.  Y.,  he  was  a  lad  of  about  twelve 
years,  and  when  attaining  mature  life  learned  the 
carpenter’s  trade,  which  he  followed  for  a  time  and 
then  entered  the  employ  of  the  New  York  db  Erie 
Railroad,  being  engaged  in  building  bridges.  He 
continued  to  make  his  home  in  the  Empire  State 
until  1854  when  he  came  to  Rockford  and  was  en¬ 
gaged  in  contracting  and  building  for  about  three 
years,  at  the  expiration  of  which  time  he  purchased 
his  farm  in  Owen  Township  and  cultivated  the  soil 
until  his  decease.  The  maiden  name  of  his  wife 
was  Maria  Zimmer;  she  was  born  in  New  York 


State  and  died  on  the  home  farm,  aftor  having 
borne  her  husband  four  children :  Henry  A.,  Sarah, 
Abbio  and  Emma. 

The  original  of  this  sketch  was  a  lad  of  ten  years 
when  ho  accompanied  his  parents  on  their  removal 
to  the  Prairie  State.  He  attended  school  during 
the  winter  months  and  assisted  his  father  in  poi- 
forming  duties  on  the  farm,  then  on  the  outbreak 
of  the  late  war  enlisted  at  the  first  call  for  volun¬ 
teers.  His  company,  however,  was  not  accepted, 
their  services  not  being  needed.  Our  subject  again 
enlisted  iu  August  of  that  year,  joining  Company 
D,  Eleventh  Illinois  Infantry,  and  servod  with  his 
regiment  until  July,  1863,  and  was  then  trans¬ 
ferred  to  the  navy,  lie  participated  in  many  im¬ 
portant  battles  while  a  member  of  the  Eleventh 
Regiment,  among  which  were  Ft.  Donolson  and 
Shiloh,  while  in  the  navy  he  fought  On  the  gun¬ 
boats  “Cincinnati,”  “Lexington,”  “Hastings,”  and 
the  “Mortar  Fleet,”  serving  under  Commodores 
Foote  and  Porter.  The  principal  naval  battles  were 
Snyders  Bluff,  Arkansas  Post,  Yazoo  Pass.  On  the 
25th  of  May,  1864  tho  vessel  on  which  our  subject 
was  aboard,  the  “Cincinnati,”  was  sunk,  and 
forty-two  of  the  ninety-five  men  were  lost.  Mr. 
Latham  was  put  on  board  tho  “Mortar  Fleet”  and 
later  participated  in  tho  siege  of  Vicksburg,  after 
which  he  was  transferred  to  Lexington  and  wont 
on  the  Red  River  expedition. 

His  term  of  service  expiring  in  tho  fall  of  1861, 
our  subject  received  his  honorable  discharge  and 
returned  home.  In  February,  1865,  ho  again  en¬ 
listed,  becoming  a  member  of  the  Eleventh  Illinois 
Cavalry,  serving  his  country  until  October  of  that 
year,  and  then  returning  homo  was  engaged  with 
his  father  until  the  deatli  of  the  latter,  which  oc¬ 
curred  in  1880.  The  original  of  this  sketch  then 
went  to  Benton  County,  Mo.,  where  ho  purchased 
an  unimproved  tract  of  land,  upon  which  ho  re¬ 
sided  for  three  years.  Then  returning- to  Illinois, 
he  bought  tho  interest  of  the  other  heirs  of  tho  old 
homestead  which  he  at  present  owns  and  occupies. 

Mrs.  Elizabeth  Rico  and  Henry  A.  Latham  wore 
united  iu  marriage  in  1865,  The  lady,  a  native 
of  New  York  State,  boro  her  husband  two  children, 
■Francis  E.  and  Etwilda.  Mr,  Latham  is  a  Grand 
Army  man  being  a  member  of  Nevius  Post  No.  1 
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•at  Rockford.  Ho  is  also  connected  with  Winnebago 
Encampment  No,  44,  I.  0.  O.  F.,  and  the  Fann¬ 
ers’  Camp  M,  W.  A,  and  the  Kishwaukee  Tribe  No. 
34, 1  ndopondent  Order  of  Redmen.  Our  subject 
is  a  member  of  the  Illinois  National  Guards,  Third 
Regiment,  and  has  filled  the  olfice  oi'  Commissary 
Sergeant  for  four  years,  and  has  belonged  to  the 
Regiment  for  seven  years. 


VIIAARD  A.  BROUN,  Secretary  and  Trees- 
urer  of  the  Skandiu  Furniture  Company, 
has  tiro  honor  of  being  a  native-born  citi¬ 
zen  of  Rockford,  his  birth  having  occurred  in  this 
city  on  the  2d  of  January,  1865,  His  parents, 
Charles  and  Eva  (Carlson)  Bcolin,  were  both  na¬ 
tives  of  Sweden,  and  when  young  people  came  to 
the  United  States.  After  locating  in  Rockford, 
they  wore  married  and  have  since  been  residents 
of  this  city,  where  they  still  make  their  home.  For 
some  time  tho  father  was  employed  in  the  machine 
department  of  the  N.  C,  Thompson  Manufacturing 
Company,  but  ‘has  subsequently  boon  a  finisher  in 
tire  cabinet  works  of  the  Skandia  Furniture  Com¬ 
pany  of  Rockford.  He  and  his  wife  are  members  of 
the  First  Swedish  Lutheran  Church,  and,  in  politics, 
he  is  a  supporter  of  the  principles  of  the  Republi¬ 
can  party.  Unto  them  wore  born  a  family  of  six 
ebildron,  but  only  two  are  now  living:  Willard 
and  Arthur. 

We  now  take  up  the  personal  history  of  our  sub¬ 
ject,  whose  portrait  appears  in  this  connection,  and 


ried  on  successfully  since.  They  manufacture 
hali-trees,  book-eases,  cylinder  desks,  ladles’  secre¬ 
taries,  extension-tables,  etc.,  employing  one  hun¬ 
dred  and  fifty  men.  They  have  a  constantly 
increasing  trade,  of  which  the  members  of  the  firm 
are  well  deserving.  Mr.  Brolin  is  also  a  stock¬ 
holder  and  Director  of  the  Royal  Mantel  and  Fur¬ 
niture  Company;  stockholder  and  Director  in  the 
Rockford  Furniture  and  Undertaking  Company; 
and  has  a  third  interest  in  the  Oscar  I, arson  Com¬ 
pany,  wholesale  and  retail  dealers  in  fruit  and 
confectionery. 

Our  subject  and  his  brother  reside  at  home  with 
their  parents.  They  hold  membership  with  the 
First  Swedish  Lutheran  Church  and  both  exercise 
their  right  of  franchise  in  support  of  the  Republi¬ 
can  party.  Our  subject  is  an  energetic  and  ambi¬ 
tious  young  man,  and  though  now  only  twenty -six 
years  of  age,  is  already  regarded  as  one  of  the 
leading  young  business  men.  of  the  city.  Follow¬ 
ing  out  the  course  which  he  is  now  pursuing,  he 
will  undoubtedly  make  his  life  both  useful  and 
successful. 


AVID  A.  ELMORE,  dealer  in  wood,  coat, 
}  Hour  and  feed,  fire-proof  brick,  roofing 
material,  etc.,  carries  on  a  nourishing  busi¬ 
ness  at  No.  5 16  South  Main  Street,  Rock¬ 


ford,  where  he  established  in  business  in  1875.  He 


is  a  man  of  superior  attainments  and  accurate 


principles,  and  to  this  fact,  coupled  with  industry 


who  is  known  as  one  of  the  cntorprisiug  young 
business  men  of  Rockford.  Uis  education  was  ac¬ 
quired  in  thecity  schools, and  since  he  has  attained 
las  majority  he  lias  been  engaged  in  doing  clerical 
work.  Ho  was  employed  for  a  time  as  agent  for 
the  East  Side  Illinois  Central  Railroad,  and  has 
been  connected  with  several  local  enterprises.  He 
is  a  stockholder  in  the  Skandia  Loan  Association, 
and  for  the  past  throe  years  lias  held  the  position 
of  Secretary  and  Treasurer  of  the  Skandia  Furni¬ 
ture  Company,  and  is  also  one  of  its  Directors. 

This  corporation  has  itsfactory  on  North  Second 
Street,  on  the  east  bank  of  tho  Hock  River,  The 
business  was  established  in  1880,  and  has  been  car- 
30 


and  energy,  is  due  the  prosperity  by  which  his  en¬ 
terprise  has  been  attended.  He  came  to  Rockford 
from  Rochelle,  where  for  fifteen  years  lie  was  en¬ 
gaged  as  a  coal-dealer,  his  efforts  there  being  so 
satisfactory  as  to  favor  the  removal  to  the  larger 
city. 

Mr.  Elmore  is  a  native  of  Ohio,  and  was  born  in 
Columbus,  December  25,  1829,  When  about  one 
year  old,  he  was  brought  by  his  parents  to  this 
State,  settlement  being  made  at  Boards  town,  Cass 
County.  His  father,  Jacob  Elmore,  was  born  at 
Coblcskill,  N.  Y.,  and  was  a  son  of  Daniel  Elmore, 
who  passed  his  entire  life  in  the  Empire  State,  dy¬ 
ing  at  an  advanced  age.  In  his  youth,  Jacob  El- 
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more  learned  the  trade  of  a  cabinet-maker,  and 
after  lie  came  to  Illinois,  ongaged  as  a  mill-wriglit. 
He  was  thus  employed  when  he  was  accidentally 
drowned  in  the  Illinois  River,  at  Beardstown,  leav¬ 
ing  a  widow  and  one  child. 

A  few  years  after  the  death  of  Jacob  Elmore, 
his  widow  became  the  wife  of  John  Acker,  and,  in 
1837,  removed  to  Ogle  County,  which  remainod  j 
their  home  for  some  years.  Later,  they  removed 
to  Pottawattamie  County,  Iowa,  where  Mrs.  Acker 
died  at  the  age  of  seventy-six,  leaving  live  sons 
and  two  daughters  by  her  second  marriage.  Mr. 
Acker  died  May  16,  1892,  at  the  advanced  age  of 
ninety-two  years.  His  entire  life  had  been  spent 
in  farming  pursuits. 

In  the  home  of  his  mother  and  stepfather,  our 
subject  grew  to  man’s  estate,  coming  with  them  to 
Ogle  County  in  1837,  and  attending  the  common- 
schools  of  that  county.  When  twenty -one  years 
and  three  months  old,  he  started  out  to  earn  his 
own  living,  and  since  that  time  he  has  not  only 
been  self-supporting,  but  lias  accumulated  a 
comfortable  property  through  Shrewd  business 
management  and  judicious  investments.  He  is 
genial  and  whole-souled,  and  never  forgets,  either 
in  business  or  society,  that  the  duty  one  man  owes 
to  another  is  courtesy.  He  has  in  his  possession 
some  highly-prized  keepsakes  in  the  shape  of  old 
letters  written  to  his  father  in  the  days  when  post¬ 
age  was  twenty-five  cents  and  envelopes  were  un¬ 
known. 

The  lady  who,  February  14,  1857,  became  the 
wife  of  Mr.  Elmore  was  Miss  Addie  E.  Reynolds. 
She  was  born  in  Cattaraugus  County,  N.  Y.,  in 
1839,  and  was  quite  young  when  she  accompanied 
her  parents,  James  $.  and  Rosamond  (Geer)  Rey¬ 
nolds,  to  Illinois.  They  were  natives  of  the  Em¬ 
pire  State,  passed  their  entire  lives  on  a  farm,  and 
now  lie  buried  side  by  side  in  Ogle  County,  where 
they  died  full  of  years.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Elmore  are 
the  parents  of  seven  children,  of  whom  the  follow¬ 
ing  is  noted :  Addie  was  for  same  years  a  teacher, 
but  is  now  a  stenographer,  in  Chicago;  Kate  is 
saleslady  in  a  State  Street  millinery  store,  in  Chi¬ 
cago;  Grace  is  the  wife  of  E.  M.  Burns,  a  druggist 
at  Mason  City,  Iowa;  Arthur  E.,  Secretary  for  his 
father  and  the  company,  is  a  graduate  of  Evanston 


College,  and  a  young  man  of  great  promise;  Isa-' 
belle  is  stenographer  for  the  Rockford  Watch  Com¬ 
pany;  Helen  M.  is  an  accomplished  and  gifted 
pianist  and  a  music  teacher;  Anna  R.  is  a  student 
in  Rockford  High  School. 

IjrSfe,  AVID  J.  ANDERSON,  who  has  boon  a 

HI  Jj)  resident  on  his  lino  farm  in  Winne- 
bago  Township  since  185-!,  was  born  in 
v“/  Essox  County,  N.  J.,  October  30,  1822. 
He  is  a  son  of  John  Anderson,  who  was  born  in 
Hunterdon  County,  that  State,  January  15,  1796. 
Gapt.  Jacob  Anderson,  the  grandfather  of  our  sub¬ 
ject,  was  also  a  native  of  the  above-named  State, 
and  received  his  title  while  a  soldier  in  the  Revo¬ 
lutionary  War;  ho  died  in  Hunterdon  County 
about  1838,  and  his  widow  drew  a  pension  of  8800 
during  her  last  years. 

John  Anderson  was  one  of  triplets  born  to  bis 
parents,  one  of  whom  died  in  infancy  and  one 
when  six  years  of  age.  He  was  reared  on  the  farm 
and  died  in  June,  1850,  in  Hunterdon  County. 
The  maiden  name  of  his  wife  was  Eleanor  John¬ 
son,  whose  birth  occurred  in  the  same  State,  No¬ 
vember  1,  1795.  She  came  to  Illinois  in  1852,  and 
died  in  Winnebago  Township,  August  7, 3874. 

The  parental  family  included  the  following- 
named  children:  David  J.,  Catherine,  Rachel, 
Ruth  T.,  Hannah  M.,  Mary  M.,  Wesley  B.  and 
Henry  M.  Ho  of  whom  wo  write  was  very  young 
when  his  father  removed  to  Hunterdon  County 
and  as  soon  as  old  enough  began  to  assist  in  the 
cultivation  of  the  borne  farm.  When  seventeen 
yearn  of  age,  he  served  an  apprenticeship  of  three 
years  at  the  blacksmith’s  trade,  and,  in  1840,  went 
;  to  Tioga  County,  N.  Y,,  where  ho  nms  engaged  as 
a  smith  for  six  years.  At  the  end  of  that  time,  he 
came  to  Illinois,  locating  in  Rockford,  where  he  en¬ 
tered  the  employ  of  Frink  &  Walker,  proprietors 
of  the  stage  line,  as  their  horse-shooiv  As  there  were 
no  railroads  in  Rockford  at  that  early  day,  all 
transportation  was  made  with  teams. 

In  the  fall  of  1851,  Mr.  Anderson  returned  to 
New  York  State,  and  the  following  spring,  accom¬ 
panied  by  his  mother,  brothers  and  sisters,  came  to 
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this  county,  where  lie  purchased,  two  years  later, 
the  farm  which  is  his  present  home,  and  on  which 
may  be  found  all  the  Improvemen  ts  which  go  to 
make  of  it  a  first-class  estate.  Fruit,  shade  and 
ornamental  trees  enhance  its  beanty  and  value 
and  not  the  least  among  its  good  buildings  is  a 
comfortable  farm  residence. 

February  23,  1869,  Elizabeth.  Forester,  who  was 
born  in  Northumberland  County,  Pa.,  March  24, 
1834,  became  the  wife  of  our  subject.*  Her  father, 
James  Forester,  was  born  in  New  Jersey,  October 
17,  1796,  and  was  a  lad  of  ten  years  when  ho  re¬ 
moved  with  Ids  parents  to  Pennsylvania.  When 
starting  out  in  life  for  himself,  he  purchased  a  farm 
in  Northumberland  County,  which  ho  cultivated 
until  his  decease,  March  7,  1872.  The  maiden 
name  of  Mrs.  Anderson’s  mother  was  Sarah 
Mcltler,  also  a  native  Of  Now  Jersey,  where  her 
birth  occurred  Manph  24,  1798.  She  departed  this 
life,  February  7,  -.  1885,  when  eighty-seven  years 
old.  Her  thirteen  children  bore  the  names  of 
Francis,  George,  William,  John,  Samuel,  Henry  M., 
Jane,  Ira,  Elizabeth,  Philip,  Charles,  Sarah  A.,  and 
James.  I 

Two  children  have  been  granted  our  subject  and 
liiswife:  Sarah  Eleanor,  who  was  born.  December 
23,  1869,  died  January  4, 1873;and  Gertrude,  born 
June  20,  1874.  Our  subject  and  his  wife  are  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  in 
politics  Mr,  Anderson  votes  the  straight  Republi¬ 
can  ticket,  with  which  party  his  wife  is  in  full 
sympathy  although  not  permitted  to  vote. 


zpaEORGE  J.  THORNTON,  one  of  the  leading 
ill  contractors  and  builders  of  Rockford,  Ill., 
is  pleasantly  domiciled  in  one  of  the  fine 
residences  of  his  own  building,  at  No.  414  Whit¬ 
man  Street,  and  at  the  head  of  Grant  Avenue  and 
Thomas  Street.  This  is  one  of  the  many  beauti¬ 
ful  building  spots  of  the  tluiving  city  of  Rockford. 
Since  .1881,  Mr.  Thornton  has  been  a  resident  of 
this  city.  He  has  attended  strictly  to  his  busi¬ 
ness,  winning  a  just  reputation  as  to  his  ability  as 
a  contractor  and  builder,  Ho  was  born  in  tho  .Prov¬ 


ince  of  Ontario,  Canada,  and  his  parents,  Bowler 
aud  Hannah  (Blackburn)  Thornton,  were  natives 
of  England. 

Bowler  Thornton  was  horn  in  Yorkshire,  in  the 
year  1816,  and  comes  of  an  old  Yorkshire  fam¬ 
ily.  He  grew  to  manhood  there,  and  learned  the 
blacksmith  trade  of  his  father,  John  Thornton. 
In  1829,  the  family  came  to  America,  settled  at 
Port  Hope,  Province  of  Ontario,  and  in  Clark 
Township,  of  that  province,  Bowler  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Blackburn,  She  was  also  a 
native  Of  Yorkshire,  England,  born  in  1821,  aud 
in  1832  she  came  with  her  parents,  James  and 
Rachel  (Ware)  .Blackburn,  who  were  natives  of 
Yorkshire,  to  Canada.  They  settled  on  a  timbered 
farm  in  Clark  Township,  Province  of  Ontario,  and 
there  the  parents  spent  the  closing  years  of  their 
lives,  having  passed  the  allotted  age  of  man.  Both 
were  prominent  members  of  the  Methodist  Church. 
Of  their  cloven  children,  Mrs.  Thornton  was  the 
youngest  in  order  of  birth.  Her  .last  remaining 
sister  died  in  the  Province  of  Ontario,  March  14, 
1892. 

After  his  marriage,  Mr.  Thornton  followed 
blacksmithing  for  some  time,  but  later  engaged  in 
the  grain  business,  and  made  a  fortune  at  this, 
Ho  was  also  actively  engaged  in  merchandising, 
but  soon  met  with  reverses  aud  lost  all.  In  1865, 
ho  came  to  Illinois  and  settled  in  Winnebago 
County,  where  he  became  manager  of  a  sheep  and 
stock  farm  of  six  hundred  and  forty  acres  in  Owen 
Township,  known  as  the  L.  W,  Owen  farm,"  and 
received  as  compensation  165  per  month.  Three 
years  later,  he  purchased  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  of  wild  laud  in  that  township,  and  resided 
on  tlve  same,  making  many  improvements,  until 
his  death  in  August,  1876,  when  nearly  fifty-nine 
years  of  age.  Although  he  met  with  many  dis¬ 
couragements  and  reverses,  he  was  never  disheart¬ 
ened,  and  at  his  death  left  a  fortune  of  $12,000. 
His  wife,  who  is  still  living  and  who  is  seventy 
years  of  age,  has  a  comfortable  homo  with -a  daugh¬ 
ter,  Mrs.  11.  II.  Wilcox,  in  Burritt  Township. 
She  is  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Church,  and 
her  husband  was  also  associated  with  that  church. 

George  J.  Thornton  was  one  of  eleven  children, 
and  was  seven  years  old  when  he  came  with  his 


674 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


parents  to  Illinois.  He  remained  in  this  State  until 
seventeen  yC  y  of  age,  and  then  returned  to  Can¬ 
ada.  Later,  lie  entered  the  Medical  Department  o£ 
the  University  at  Ann  Arbor,  Mich,,  and  then.  the 
Chicago  Medical  School,  after  which  he  went  West. 
He  had  followed  the  drug  business  in  panada  for 
some  time  before  going  to  Ann  Arbor-,  and  in 
1881,  as  before  mentioned,  he  returned  to  Illinois, 
He  was  married  in  Rockford  to  Miss  Ida  J.  Corlett, 
a  native  of  Guilford  Township,  this  county,  where 
she  was  reared  and  educated.  Her  parents,  James 
and  Emma  A.  (Wood)  Corlett,  were  natives  of  the 
Isle  of  Man  and  New  York  State,  respectively.  Mr. 
Corlett  came  to  the  United  States  with  his  parents 
when  a  child,  settled  with  them  in  Ohio,  and,  later, 
came  to  Winnebago  County,  where  he  followed 
farming  in  Guilford  Township.  He  was  first  mar¬ 
ried  to  Miss  Mary  A.  Yon  Alstein,  who  died  when 
a  comparatively  young  woman,  leaving  four  chil¬ 
dren.  His  second  marriage  was  with  Miss  Wood, 
by  whom  he  became  the  father  of  nine  children. 
Mr.  Corlett  died  at  his  home  in  Guilford  Town¬ 
ship,  December  21, 1885,  when  sixty-three  years  of 
age.  He  was  a  very  successful  and  popular  busi¬ 
ness  man,  and  left  at  his  death  an  estate  valued  at 
$75,000.  Mrs.  Corlett  is  a  resident  of  this  city, 
and  is  now  not  quite  fifty  years  of  age.  She  resides 
at  No.  412  Whitman  Street. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thornton  became  the  parents  of 
two  children:  Birdie  A.,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
about  five  months,  and  Bessie  A.,  a  bright  little 
girl  ‘of  six  years.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thornton  are 
members  of  the  Centennial  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church.  Mr.  Thornton  is  a  Republican  in  politics. 
Socially,  our  subject  belongs  to  the  Modern  Wood¬ 
man  of  America. 

11/  ENRY  A.  POSSON.  There  is  no  doubt  that 
fill)  a  s^etc^  this  popu’ar  citizen  of  R  ckford 
will  interest  all  the  residents  of  this  part 
(|§|)  of  the  county,  as  he  is  a  very, prominent 
man  in  social  and  b.siness  circles.  Orleans 
County,  N.  Y.,  is  the  place  of  his  birth,  the 
date  thereof  being  July  8,  1836.  Jacob  Posson, 
his  fa  her,  was  One  of  the  first  settlers  in  Rockford, 


and  it  is  thought  he  was  born  in  Schoharie  County, 
N.  Y.  He  was  the  son  of  Frederick  and  Kate 
Posson,  and  was  reared  and  married  in  New  York 
State,  where  he  learned  the  trade  of  a  cooper.  Ho 
removed  to  Niagara  County  soon  after  his  mar¬ 
riage,  where  ho  was  employed  until  1886,  the  time 
of  his  coming  to  Rockford.  In  that  early  day  all 
the  surrounding  country  was  owned  by  the  Gov¬ 
ernment,  and  but  few  families  resided  in  this  now 
wealthy  city? 

The  father  of  our  subject  purchased  a  lot  on  the 
northeast  corner  of  Second  and  Market  Streets, and 
made  his  residence  on  tho  south  side  of  Second 
Street,  which  property  he  also  owned.  In  the  fall 
Of  the  above-named  year  he  was  joined  in  his  new 
homo  by  his  wife  and  child,  "'ho  came  hither  from 
the  East  by  way  of  the  Lakes  to  Chicago,  and  was 
twenty  eight  days  in  making  tho  journey.  They 
were  met  in  Chicago  by  Mr.  Posson,  and  were  con¬ 
veyed  by  a  team  to  Rockford.  In  1837,  he  bought 
a  claim  to  a  tract  if  land  four  miles  from  the  city, 
on  winch  he  erected  a  log  house  and  commenced 
at  once  the  improvement  on  his  farm.  As  therts 
were  no  railroads  in  the  vicinity  for  a  number  of 
years  and  Chicago  was  the  nearest  marlce  and 
depot  for  supplies,  the  pioneers  were  compelled  to 
haul  their  products  to  that  city,  and  on  the  return 
trip  brought  back  necessary  articles  for  tho  family. 

Jacob  Posson  resided  for  five  years  on  tho  farm 
above  mentioned,  when  he  rented  his  estate  and, 
coming  to  Rockford,  erected  a  shop  on  the  south¬ 
east  corner  of  Second  and  Market  Streets,  whore 
ho  intended  to  engage  at  his  trade  of  coopering. 
Ilis  decease  occurred,  however,  November  1,  1842, 
before  the  shop  was  completed.  Tho  maiden  n  .mo 
of  the  mother  of  our  subject  was  Mary  Sherwood. 
She  was  born  in  Salem,  Washington  County,  N. 
Y.,  November  7,  1806,  and  was  tho  daughter  of 
James  and  Sarah  (Smith)  Sherwood,  natives  re¬ 
spectively  of  New  York  City  and  New  Hampshire. 
Mrs.  Posson  is  still  living,  at  the  advanced  age  of 
eighty-five  years.  She  became  the  mother  of  three 
children:  our  subject,  Frederick  L.  and  Mary  A. 
Frederick  L.  resides  at  Portland,  Ore.,  and  Mary 
A.  married  James  M.  Forbes,  and  makes  her  homo 
in  Santa  Barbara. 

Henry  A.  Posson,  of  this  sketch,  was  an  infant 


wlion  his  parents  emigrated  to  Winnebago  County, 
and  at  that  time  was  the  first  white  babe  in  tlie 
county.  lie  attended  the  early  schools  of  Roclc- 
ford,  and  at  the  age  o'  twenty  years  went  to 
Medina,  N.  Y.,  to  learn  the  trade  of  house  and  car¬ 
riage  fainting.  After  spending  three  years  in  the 
Jtmpire  State,  he  returned  to  Rockford,  whore  ho 
prosecuted  his  trade  until  1861,  when,  in  Septem¬ 
ber  of  that  year,  he  enlisted  in  Company  G,  Forty - 
fifth  Illinois  Infntiy,  and  participated  in  ’lie 
battles  of  Pt.  Henry,  Ft.  Donelson  and  Shiloh.  He 
was  wounded  at  the  latter-named  conflict  oil  Sun¬ 
day,  April  6th,  receiving  a  gun-shot  wound  in  his 
right  arm,  which  was  amputated  the  following 
week  at  the  Central  Hospital,  Paducah.  Our  sub¬ 
ject  was  honorably  discharged  July  2,  1862,  and 
on  returning  home  resumed  work  at  his  trade 
winch  he  followed  for  six  years.  He  has  been  in 
the  postal  service  in  Rockford  since  January,  1890. 

Miss  Hannah  McGlaffcrty  became  the  wife  of  our 
subject  September  19,  1867.  She  was  bom  in  Aw 
napolis,  Nova  Scotia,  and  was  the  daughter  of  Ro<mi 
and  Mary  McClaffcrty,  and  by  her  union  with  our 
subject  has  become  the  mother  of  two  children- 
George  A.  and  Mary  A.  Mrs.  Posson  is  a  member 
of  the  Baptist  Church  and  her  daughter  is  con¬ 
nected  with  the  Centennial  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church.  Our  subject  is  a  member  of  Nevius  Post 

.  ’  A-  R‘>  ftlui  is  greatly  respected  by  the 
entire  community. 
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lOl  AUK) RE.  The  occupation  which 

Ml  tlHS  ^ont!oninn  follows  has  received 
\\w  !HSat(ciUio“  11,0  greater  part  of  his  life, 
^  and  it  is,  perhaps,  not  to  be  wondered  at 
lint  he  is  meeting  with  success  in  his  chosen  call¬ 
ing,  for  ho  lias  always  attended  strictly  to  the  de 
tails  of  farm  work,  and  is  one  of  the  intelligent  and 
enterprising  class  of  citizens  who  would  give  life 
to  any  community  in  which  they  might  settle.  He 
was  bom  in  Clarion  County,  XV,  on  the  25th  of 
May,  1826,  to  the  union  of  John  and  Mary  (Moorel 
Moore,  natives  of  Ireland  and  Centre  County,  Pa. 
respectively.  They  were  the  parents  of  twelve  chil¬ 
dren,  four  of  whom  are  living  at  the  present  time. 


The  parents  both  died  in  this  State,  the  father  when 
sixty-two  years  of  age,  and  the.  mother  at  the  age  of 
seventy-one.  Botli  were  worthy  people  and  highly 
esteemed  in  the  community  in  which  they  lived. 

The  paternal  grandfather  came  from  Ireland  to 
America  at  an  early  date,  and  met  with  some  excit¬ 
ing  adventures  in  grossing  the  Atlantic.  The  eap- 
tain  of  the  vessel  ii  which  he  took  passage  became 
drunk,  the  vessel  was  wrecked,  and  of  the  three 
hundred  passengers  who  started,  only  about  twenty- 
five  were  saved.  The  grandfather  of  our  subject 
succeeded  in  reaching  land,  and  was  finally  res¬ 
cued  and  landed  in  Philadelphia,  where  he  passed 
the  remainder  of  his  days,  dying  at  the  age  of 
sixty-two.  He  lost  all  his  belongings  and  was 
obliged  to  commence  at  the  beginning  again.  ’ 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  remained  under  the 
parental  roof,  working  for  himself  and  his  father 
until  October  25,  1855,  when  he  was  united  in  mar¬ 
riage  to  Miss  Margaret  Gordon,  a  native  of  Clear¬ 
field  County,  Pa.,  born  May  21,  1832.  She  is  the 
dangle,- of  Patrick  and  Elizabeth  (Cook)  Gordon, 
the  father  a  native  of  Scotland,  and  the  mother 
01  °entre  Coun*.  Mr.  Gordon  came  to  this 
country  gvhen  a  young  man,  and  here  married. 
HlS  death  occurred  in  Illinois,  when  fifty  years  of 
age  IBs  widow  was  married  the  second  time,  her 
husband  being  John  Fleming,  and  by  this  union 
became  the  mother  of  one  child.  She  received 
Imr  final  summons  in  Oregon,  her  death  occurring 
when  eighty-eight  years  of  age.  Mm.  Moore’s 
grandmother,  Margaret  Cook,  died  in  Illinois,  and 
was  a  very  old  lady  at  the  time  of  her  demise. 

Her  husband  was  in  the  Revolutionary  War,  and 
was  a  brave  and  gallant  soldier.  The  Gordons  and 
Cooks  were  for  the  most  part  agriculturists  by  oc¬ 
cupation,  there  being  but  few  exceptions.  Mrs 
Moore  lias  four  brothers  and  sisters  living,  and  one 
brother,  William  Gordon,  has  been  identified  with 
the  interests  of  Winnebago  County,  Hi.,  for  many 

strccfc  in  Rockford  nanied  »ftar 
urn.  Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Moore  had  brothers  in 

South  G  UnpleftSnntn0SS  between  the  North  and 

To  our  subject  and  wife  have  been  born  six  chil- 
Bon,  five  sons  and  one  daughter:  John  A.  is  in 
owa  engaged  in  farming;  ho  married  Miss  Minnie 
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Norman,  and  they  have  five  daughters.  William 
A.,  who  is  in  Spring  Township,  this  county,  mar¬ 
ried  Miss  Mina  Wilcox,  and  has  four  daughters. 
George  G.,  in  this  township,  married  Miss  Ida  Wil¬ 
cox.  James  T.,  who  resides  in  South  Dakota,  mar¬ 
ried  Miss  Jennie  Stanton;  they  have  one  child,  a 
son.  Lizzie  married  Frank  Tanner,  a  contractor 
and  builder  of  Bclvidere;  and  Clarence  R.  married 
Miss  Phi  he  Case,  and  resides  in  Bclvidere. 

Mr.  Moore  came  to  Boone  County,  Ill.,  in  1854, 
and  for  some  time  rented  land.  By  industry  and 
good  management,  he  accumulated  enough  means 
to  invest  in  land,  and  bought  eighty  acres,  paying 
$1,400  for  it.  He  erected  a  small  but  comfortable 
and  convenient  house,  also  a  small  barn,  and  thus 
*  equipped  he  began  to  gather  around  him  many  of 
the  comforts  and  eonveniencies  of  life.  He  subse¬ 
quently  purchased  fifty  acres  more,  paying  $45  p£r 
acre  for  this,  and  it  is  now  valued  at  $65  peivacro 
at  least.  Mr.  Moore  was  formerly  a  Republican 
in  bis  political  views,  and  cast  his  first  Prudential 
vote  for  Col.  John  C.  Fremoah  lie  Is  now  a  Pro¬ 
hibitionist,  and  an  active  worker  in  the  cause  of 
temperance.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Baptist,  Church, 
while  Mrs.  Moore  leans  toward  the  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church. 


UGUSTUS  NELSON,  a  successf  ul  dealer  in 
iWG  l  gents’  furnishing  goods,  hats,  caps,  etc., 
T9  located  at  No.  320  East  State  Street,  is  a 
(§jj/  man  of  energy,  push  and  enterprise,  and 
is  thoroughly  conversant  with  every  detail  of  his 
business,  of  which  he  has  made  such  a  pronounced 
success.  This  enterprise  was  inaugurated  by  Mr. 
Nelson  in  1877,  and  at  once  bounded  into  popular 
favor  and  confidence,  securing  a  flattering  and 
steadily  increasing  patronage  from  its  inception, 
lie  has  a  large  room,  20x80  feet,  and  the  secret  of 
his  success  is  not  far  to  seek,  as  he  handles  none 
but  strictly  first-class  and  reliable  goods,  and  gives 
prompt  and  polite  attention  to  all  customers. 

Like  many  of  the  representative  business  men 
of  Rockford,  Mr.  Nelson  is  knwedc,  his  birth  oc¬ 


curring  on  the  13tli  of  October,  1834,  and  ho  was 
the  first  of  liis  relatives  to  come  to  America.  After 
reaching  this  country,  lie  resided  for  a  short  time 
in  Indiana  and  Michigan,  thence  he  went  to  Chi¬ 
cago,  where  lie  was  engaged  in  different  occupa¬ 
tions  until  1861,  when  lie  made  his  first  appearance 
in  Rockford.  Here  ho  has  since  made  his  home. 
Ho  was  engaged  as  a  carriage-maker  for  some  time, 
but  In  1870,  he  embarked  in  the  merchant  tailoring 
trade  with  Messrs. Erlander  &  Johnson,  with  which 
firm  he  continued  for  seven  years,  He  then  with¬ 
drew  and  established  business  on  his  own  account. 
Shortly  after  coming  here,  lie  enlisted  as  a  me¬ 
chanic  in  the  Rebellion,  and  was  in  service  seven 
months. 

Mr.  Nelson  is  in  every  respect,  a  self-made  man, 
and  worked  hard  to  lay  the  foundation  to  his  sub¬ 
sequent  prosperous  career.  He  learned  his  trade 
in  Batavia,  Kano  County,  Ill.,  although  when  he 
first  came  to  this  country,  in  June,  1854,  he  resided 
in  Chicago  for  some  time.  lie  has  since  been  joined 
by  two  brothers,  Lars  P.  and  Carl  J.,  the  latter  now 
deceased,  dying  at  Garfield,  Kan.,  from  injuries  re¬ 
ceived  by  his  team  running  away.  Ho  was  a  farmer, 
Lars  P.  is  also  a  farmer,  and  was  married  at  Ho¬ 
bart,  Ind, 

The  parents  of  these  children  died  in  their  na¬ 
tive  country,  Sweden,  whore  the  father,  Ncls  P. 
Olson,  followed  agricultural  pursuits.  Both  were 
quite  aged,  and  both  wore  members  of  the  State 
Church. 

Augustus  Nelson  was  married  in  Genova,  111., 
to  Miss  Christina  M.  Peterson,  who  was  born  In 
Sweden,  and  who  came  to  America  with  her  fa¬ 
ther.  The  mother  died  while  crossing  the  ocean, 
and  was  buried  in  the  deep.  The  father,  Carl  Pe¬ 
terson,  and  only  child,  came  to  Genova,  111.,  and, 
later,  the  father  found  a  home  under  the  roof  of 
his  daughter,  Mrs.  Nelson,  remaining  with  her  until 
his  death,  in  1888,  when  seven  by-nine  years  of  age, 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Nelson  are  the  parents  of  four 
living  children:  Alice  M.  at  home;  Ada  T.,  wife,  of 
Fred  W.  Blake,  of  Minneapolis,  Min».;  Della  K. 
at  homo;  and  Carl  A.,  a  book-keeper  in  the  Rock¬ 
ford  National  Bank.  Mr.  Nelson  is  a  member  of 
the  Masonic  fraternity,  and,  in  politics,  is  a  Repub¬ 
lican.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Nelson  are  members  of  the 


Emanuel  Lutheran  Church, and  ho  has  been  Trustee 
in  the  same  for  some  time,  They  have  a  <mod 
home  at  No.  208  North  Third  Street,  Rockford 


^  SCAR  R.  HARDING.  The  dealing 
|  ccrios>  f!ou>'  and  provisions  is  an  industry 
that  occupies  the  attention  of  no  inconsid¬ 
erable  portion  of  our  mercantile  community,  and 
employs  a  capital  aggregating  a  very  large  amount. 
A  leading  house  in  that  lino  is  that  conducted  by 
Oscar  B.  Harding,  located  at  No.  305  East  State 
Street,  whore  he  has  boon  in  business  for  the  last 
five  years.  The  store  is  very  tastefully  fitted  up, 
admirably  arranged  and  well  stocked  with  a  fine 
line  of  staple  and  fancy  groceries,  teas  of  the  finest 
brands,  canned  goods  in  great  variety,  table  deli¬ 
cacies  of  every  description,  etc.  The  store  is  now 
conducted  under  the  title  of  the  Great  Western 
Tea  Company. 

A  native  of  Sweden,  born  January  8,  1854, 
young  Harding  was  but  fifteen  years  of  ago  when 
he  came  with  his  parents,  John  and  Anna  C.  Har¬ 
ding,  to  American  soil,  lie  first  came  to  Rockford 
and  there  finished  his  growth,  after  which  ho  went 
to  Omaha,  Neb.,  where  he  was  in  the  grocery  busi¬ 
ness  for  five  years.  Returning  subsequently  to 
Rockford,  he  embarked  in  his  present  enterprise 
nnd  conducted  the  business  with  so  much  vigor 
and  push,  and  accorded  his  patrons  such  prompt 
and  courteous  service,  that  ho  soon  became  a  loader 
m  ins  line,  lie  is  also  interested  in  other  ontcr- 
ptises,  and  is  classed  among  the  substantial  men 
of  the  city.  Mr.  Harding  is  a  Director  in  the 
Skandia  Plow  Company,  Rockford  Baking  Com¬ 
pany,  of  which  he  is  also  a  promoter,  a  lame 
stockholder  in  the  Union  Furniture  Company, 
Folding  Bed  Company,  Mantel  Company,  Royal 
Sewing  Machine  Company,  Rockford  Manufactur¬ 
ing  Company,  Third  National  Bank,  of  Rockford, 
*nd  is  also  a  member  of  Peterson  Land  Com¬ 
pany,  and  North  Chicago  Land  Syndicate.  By 
his  energy  and  economy  ho  is  now  worth  from 
*■<0,000  to  $50,000. 

The  father  of  Mr.  Harding  followed  the  occu¬ 
pation  of  a  farmer,  and  made  his  homo  in  Rock- 
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ford  until  his  death,  in  1872,  when  fifty  years  of 
age.  He  was  a  hard-working,  industrious  citizen, 
and  a  member  of  the  Lutheran  Church,  in  which 
his  wife,  who  is  now  living  and  sixty-nine  years 
of  ago,  also  holds  membership.  Their  family  con¬ 
sisted  of  four  sons  and  two  daughters.  One  daugh¬ 
ter,  Mrs.  Selma  Nelson,  is  now  deceased;  Albert,  a 
molder  in  the  Rockford  Manufacturing  Company, 
married  Miss  Carrie  Thurston;  Claus,  now  a  painter 
with  the  Rockford  Manufacturing  Company,  wed¬ 
ded  Miss  Ida  Ekeberg;  Oscar  B.,  our  subject;  Ma¬ 
tilda,  wire  of  John  Bumbcrg,  a  farmer  near  Slone 
Lake,  Iowa;  and  Theodore,  a  molder  by  trade, 
married  Miss  Nettie  Blunt. 

Our  subject  has  never  married.  Mr.  Harding 
and  his  brothers  are  Republicans  in  politics,  and 
all  the  members  of  tl.e  family  hold  membership  in 
the  I  irst  Lutheran  Church. 


EUGENE  C.  HANCE.  The  ordinary,  every- 
daj'  life,  with  its  duties  and  cares,  affords  a 
- /  splendid  opportunity  for  acquiring  prac¬ 
tical  experience,  and  its  most  common  and  oft- 
traveled  highroads  give  to  the  earnest  worker 
available  openings  toward  success.  The  honored 
position  occupied  by  Mr.  Hance  in  business  and 
sOC,al  clrclcs  is  »ot  the  result  of  accidental  fortune 
or  what  is  usually  termed  “luck,”  but  has  been  se¬ 
cured  by  a  life  of  industry,  in  which  he  has  ever 
displayed  toward  others  the  spirit  of  the  Golden 
Rule.  Now  in  the  prime  of  a  stalwart  manhood 
lie  is  in  the  possession  of  a  competency,  and,  what 
is  bettor,  has  gained  the  confidence  of  his  fellow- 
men. 

lor  an  account  of  the  parentage  and  descent 
of  Mr.  Hance,  the  reader  is  referred  to  the  sketch 
of  lus  brother  Ogden,  which  appears  in  another 
portion  of  this  volume.  In  Pecatoniea  Township 
Winnebago  County,  whore  lie  was  born  June  6 
1849,  Eugene  C.  Hance  grow  to  manhood  amid 
such  surroundings  as  prevailed  hero  durum  the 
middle  of  this  century.  His  home  was  with  bis 
parents  until  he  was  married,  March  22,  1875  to 
Miss  Mary  A.  Morrison,  a  native  of  Canada,  and 
the  daughter  of  Moses  and  Lucinda  Morrison 
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Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hance  arc  the  parents  of  two  chil¬ 
dren:  Gertrude  A.  and  Susie  E.3  accomplished 
young  ladies,  who.  are  at  home. 

For  one  year  after  his  marriage,  Mr.  Hance  re¬ 
sided  in  the  village  of  Pecatonica,  and  then  re¬ 
moved  to  a  farm  which  was  originally  a  part  of 
the  land  entered  by  his  father.  Here  he  purchased 
three  hundred  aud  five //acres,  which  are  devoted 
to  general  farming  and  stock-raising.  For  sev¬ 
eral  years,  he  resided  on  that  place,  which  he 
brought  to  a  high  cultivation  and  embellished 
with  substantial  buildings.  In  January,  1892,  lie 
rented  the  farm  and  purchased  a  residence  in 
Pecatonica,  where  he  has  established  a  comfort¬ 
able  and  attractive  home. 

In  his  political  belief,  Mr.  Hance  is  a  Democrat, 
and,  although  he  is  by  no  means  a  partisan  in 
public  affairs,  he  pays  considerable  attention  to 
the  prominent  questions  of  the  age,  and  is  careful 
to  deposit  his  ballot  in  fafor  of  what  he  deems 
right  and  true.  Socially,  he  is  a  member  of  tlie 
Modern  Woodmen  of  America  and  the  Farmers’ 
Alliance,  and  is  influential  in  both  organizations. 
Mrs.  Hance  was  born  in  the  town  Of  Waterloo,  Can¬ 
ada,  November  17,  1854,  and  is  one  of  eight  chil¬ 
dren,  five  sons  and  three  daughters.  She  is  a 
sincere  Christian,  and  a  lady  whose  generous  dis¬ 
position  and  hospitality  are  widely  known. 


ell  ARLES  H.  MELLEN,  one  of  the  influ¬ 
ential  citizens  of  the  village  of  Winne¬ 
bago,  lives  just  outside  the  corporation,  on 
a  beautiful  tract  of  eighty  acres  of  land,  which  is 
cultivated  in  the  most  intelligent  and  thorough 
manner.  Born  in  Skaneateles,  Onondaga  County, 
N.  Y.,  December  11,  1829,  he  is  the  son  of  Erastus 
Mellen,  whose  birth  occurred  in  Franklin  County, 
Mass.,  October  12,  1800.  His  father,  Jeremiah 
Mellen,  was  also  a  native  of  the  Bay  State,  and  of 
Scotch  ancestry. 

There  is  a  tradition  that  two  sons  of  the  Mellen 
family  accompanied  their  parents  to  America, 
where  they  were  among  the  first  settlers  of  Massa¬ 
chusetts.  There  they  secured  a  tract  of  timber 


land  and  commenced  to  clear  the  property.  One 
son  was  killed  by-  the  falling  of  a  tree,  so  the  other 
was  the  ancestor  of  all  the  Mellons  in  the  United 
States.  The  grandfather  of  our  subject  removed 
from  Massachusetts  to  New  York  State,  whore  he 
was  a  pionoor  in  the  town  of  Skanoatelos.  Pur¬ 
chasing  a  tract  of  partially  cleared  land,  he  re¬ 
sided  upon  it  for  a  number  of  years,  and  died 
October  15,  1826,  in  Mottville.  The  maiden  name 
of  his  wife  was  Nancy  Lindsey,  who  was  born 
March  4,  1771,  and  died  May  4,  1841. 

Erastus  Mellon  was  twenty  years  of  age  ivhen 
his  parents  removed  to  the  Empire  State,  where  he 
mot  and  married  Sarah  Mandevill,  a  native  of 
Canterbury,  that  State.  Her  father,  Jacob  Mandc- 
vill,  was  born  in  Now  York,  on  the  22d  of  April, 
1752,  and  was  of  Huguenot  ancestry.  He  was  a 
patriot  of  the  War  of  the  Revolution,  being  Com¬ 
missary’  under  Gen.  Putnam.  Ilis  last  years  were 
spent  in  Sennett,  Cayuga  County,  whore  his  death 
occurred  January  19,  1839.  He  had  married 
Sarah,  tho  daughter  of  Jeremiah  Clark,  who  was 
born  at  Cornwall,  N.  Y,,  March  5,  1774,  and  died 
in  Bennett.  vi 

The  father  of  our  subject  lived  for  a  time  on  a 
farm  in  tho  town  of  Skaneatoles,  thence  removed 
to  Sennett,  Cayuga  County,  and  after  a  stay  of 
two  years  there  went  to  Tompkins  County',  where 
lid  purchased  a  tract  of  partially  improved  tim¬ 
ber  land.  In  1834,  ho  located  on  the  Mandevill 
Homestead  in  Sennett,  which  he  sold  in  1853,  and 
became  the  owner  of  a  farm  near  Auburn,  where 
ho  lived  eight  or  nine  years,  then,  also  disposing 
of  that  tract,  purchased  a  smaller  farm  near  Pal¬ 
myra,  N.  Y.  Residing  upon  that  estate  until  1875, 
lie  came  Lo  Winnebago  County,  and  made  his 
home  with  his  children  until  his  decease,  June  1, 
1890;  his  wife  had  died  September  30,  1876. 

The  Six  children  reared  by  tlie  parents  of  our 
subject  wero  as  follows:  Jeremiah  Clark,  Charles 
4  H.,  Eliza,  Judsou,  William  and  Albert.  William 
served  as  a  soldier  in  Company  C,  Seventy-fourth 
Illinois  Infantry,  during  the  War  of  the  Rebel¬ 
lion,  and  fell  mortally  wounded  before  Kcnnesaw 
Mountain  in  1864.  His  remains  now  lie  buried 
in  the  National  Cemetery' at  Chattanooga.  Charles 
j  II.  Mellon,  of  this  sketch,  was  given  a  good  odu- 
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cation,  unci,  when  old  enough  to  do  so,  assisted 
lus  father  in  carrying  0n  the  home,  residing  under 
the  parental  roof  until  185-1,  at  which  time  ho 
came  to  Illinois.  Pour  years  later  ho  purchased  a 
tract  of  land  in  Ogle  County,  which  ho  farmed 
until  187(5,  and  then,  disposing  of  it,  was  engaged 
in  the  drug  business  at  Winn  dingo  until  going 
West  to  Nebraska  a  few  years  later.  Jn  the  West¬ 
ern  countiy,  our  subject  purchased  six  hundred 
and  forty  acres  of  land  in  Fairmont,  Fillmore 
County,  to  the  cultivation  of  which  ho  gave  his 
attention  for  one  year  and  then  rented  it  to  ten¬ 
ants.  Ho  is  still  the  owner  of  that  tract,  and  in 
1880  purchased  the  property  spoken  of  in  our 
opening  paragraph. 

September  0,  1858,  Mr.  Mellon  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Anuis  St,  John,  whose  birth  occurred 
in  Wcodsport,  Cayuga  County.  N.  Y.  To  thorn 
bave  been  born  throe  children:  Elmer,  Elida  and 
Clarence.  Mrs.  Mellon  is  a  member  of  the  Con¬ 
gregational  Church,  in  Ogle  County,  and,  in  poli¬ 
tics,  our  subject  is  an  out  ami  out  Republican,  He 
baa  managed  his  affairs  shrewdly  and  woll,  and 
may  well  be  pleased  with  wind,  he  has  accom¬ 
plished  by  lus  own  hands  and  steady  persevering 
toil.  He  and  his  wife  are  greatly  esteemed  in  the 
neighborhood,  and  cordially  support  all  enter¬ 
prises  calculated  to  aid  the  social,  moral  and  finan¬ 
cial  progress  of  their  community. 


UIOMA8  B.  TALCOTT,  who  is  un- 
Hi  J/  <1oi|btedly  the  oldest  living  settlor  of  Win- 
llolmgo  Comity,  was  bom  in  Hebron,  Conn., 
JP  April  17,  180(5,  the  son  of  William  and 
Dorothy  (Blisli)  Talcott.  When  a  child  of  five 
years,  lie  accompanied  his  parents  in  their  removal 
to  Romo,  Oneida  County,  N.  Y„  whore  Iho  father 
settled  upon  an  unimproved  tract  of  land  in  the 
midst  of  a  sparsely  settled  country.  Amid  such 
pioneer  scones,  the  lad  grew  to  a  rugged  and  stal¬ 
wart  manhood,  well  fitted  to  boar  his  part  in  the 
battle  of  life. 

In  1880,  our  subject  was  elected  Major  of  the 
One  Hundred  and  Fifty-seventh  Now  York  Mili- 
m.  One  year  later,  ho  went  to  Morsoheads,  Che¬ 


mung  County,  the  same  State,  and  engaged  in  the 
mercantile  business  in  partnership  .with  his  broth¬ 
ers,  Wait  and  Sylvester.  With  his  father,  he  came 
West  in  1885,  driving  all  the  distance  from  Rome 
Oneida  County,  N.  Y.,  with  a  horse  and  buggy, 
and  arriving  on  the  east  bank  of  the  Rock  River 
near  the  present  site  of  Rocktonfon  Saturday,  July 
23.  The  only  white  man  then  in  the  vicinity  was 
Stephen  Mack,  an  Indian  trader,  who  many  years 
before  had  come  from  Boston  in  the  employ  of  a 
fur  company.  At  that  early  date  there  were  not 
more  than  six  families  in  the  entire  territory  now 
embraced  in  Boone  unci  Winnebago  Counties. 

Shortly  after  coming  hither,  the  father  of  our 
subject  returned  to  his  home  in  Rome,  N.  Y.,  but 
in  October,  1835,  lie  was  joined  by  his  brother 
Henry,  and,  aided  by  him,  he  commenced  to  pre¬ 
pare  the  un  tilled  soil  of  the  prairie  for  their  farms. 
It  required  arduous  labor  and  great  energy  to 
bring  the  land  to  a  state  of  cultivation,  and°none 
hut  a  man  of  heroic  nature  would  have  braved  the 
hardships  attendant  upon  pioneer  life.  Maj. 
Talcott  became  closely  identified  with  the  public 
affairs  of  the  community,  and  was  elected  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  first  Board  of  County  Commissioners. 
In  connection  with  William  E.  Dunbar  and  Simon 
1\  Doty,  he  organized  the  County  of  Winnebago 
which  then  included  all  of  Boone  and  half  of 
Stephenson  County. 

In  1849,  a  still  greater  honor  was  conferred  upon 
Mr,  Talcott,  by  his  election  to  the  State  Senate 
I  fn<*  ho  wa8tho  fir8t  Whig  candidate  elected  to  that 
body  from  this  Senatorial  District.  Darin*  his 
term  in  the  Senate,  the  Illinois  Central  Railroad 
was  chartered,  with  the  condition  of  paying  the 
{state  soven  per  cent,  of  its  gross  earnings.  lie  was 
greatly  interested  in  the  Civil  War,  served  as  As- 
sistant  Revenue  Assessor  through  the  four  yearn  of 
the  conflict,  and  gave  his  best  efforts  to  aid  in  the 
preservation  of  the  Union.  In  1870,  he  took  the 
census  of  the  northern  part  of  the  county.  He 
has  also  held  various  township  offices  in  Rockton. 

His  portrait,  on  an  accompanying  page,  perpet- 
uates  the  lineaments  of  one  of  the  best-known  cit- 
izons  of  Winnebago  County. 

'Iu,’°  1848,  tiio  marriage  of  Mr.  Talcott  to 

Miss  Sophia  E.  Willard  was  solemnized  in  Rockton. 
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Mrs.  Talcott  was  bom  in  Vernon,  Oneida  County, 
N.  Y.,  November  1.1,  1824,  the  daughter  of  Asa 
and  Lucy  (Whiting)  Willard.  She  is  a  descendant 
of  Rev.  Samuel  Whiting,  B.  D.,  and  Elizabeth 
St.  John,  his  wife,  who  came  to  America  in  1636, 
and  through  them  her  genealogy  is  traced  back  to 
William  the  Conqueror  in  two  distinct  lines.  She 
has  been  the  cheerful  and  efficient  helpmate  of 
her  husband,  and  occupies  a  warm  place  in  the 
affection  of  her  acquaintances. 


'j^HILANDER  COPELAND,  M.  D.,  is  famil- 
I  Jr  iar  to  most  of  the  residents  of  Winnc- 
bago  as  one  having  his  full  share  of  busi- 
(|\  ness  and  who  has  attained  to  a  good 
position  in  the  medical  fraternity  of  the  county. 
He  has  a  fine  office,  thoroughly  equipped  with 
everything  pertaining  to  the  profession,  while  his 
prompt  ■attention  to  the  calls  made  upon  him  and 
his  conscientious  methods  of  praotico  have  fulty 
established  him  in  the  esteem  and  confidence  of  the 
people. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Bridgewater,  Mass., 
March  6,  1811,  and  is  a  son  of  Alfred  Copeland, 


pen  tor.  His  farm  is  now  owned  and  occupied  by 
a  grandson,  ho  dying  in  1827,  at  the  ago  of  eighty- 
six  years ;  hi?)  good  wife  died  when  ninety  years  of 
ago  in  1834. 

Alfred  Copeland  was  reared  a  farmer,  and  when 
starting  out  in  life  for  himself  engaged  in  the  mer¬ 
cantile  business,  residing  in  Bridgewater  and  Taun¬ 
ton  until  1840,  when  lie  emigrated  to  Illinois  and 
spent  bis  last  years  in  Byron  Township,  Ogle 
County.  His  decease  occurred  in  1871,  when 
seventy-five  years  of  age.  The  maiden  name  of 
the  mother  of  our  subject  was  May  Williams,  a  na¬ 
tive  of  Taunton,'  Mass.,  and  the  daughter  of 
Nathaniel  and  Lueildia  (Hodges)  Williams;  sho  de¬ 
parted  this  life  in  1860,  when  seventy-eight  years 
of  age. 

The  parental  family  included  ten  children,  all  of 
whom  were  well  educated.  Our  subject  was  reared 
in  Taunton  and  early  in  life  turned  his  attention 
to  the  study  of  medicine,  reading  with  Dr.  Bnyles, 
of  Taunton  and  afterward  commenced  practice  at 
Fishkiil,  N.  Y.  After  remaining  there  a  short  time, 
he  went  to  Poullney,  and  after  a  stay  of  seven 
years  in  this  city,  came  West  to  Michigan  and  was 
graduated  from  the  Detroit  Medical  College,  In 
1853,  he  came  to 'Winnebago  County,  and  has  been 


also  a  '".at:  vo  of  that  place  as  was  his  father,  Daniel. 
Jonathan  Copeland,  the  great-grandfather  of  our 
subject,  was  also  born  in  the  above-named  town 
and  State,  and  his  father,  the  great-great-grandfa¬ 
ther  of  the  Doctor,  William  Copeland,  was  born  in 
Braintree,  Mass.,  and  liis  father,  Lawrence  Copeland, 
was  one  of  the  passengers  who  came  over  in  the 
“Mayflower”  in  1620.  The  latter-named  gentle¬ 
man  settled  in  Braintree,  Mass.,  was  married  to 
Lydia  Townsend  and  died  in  1699,  aged  one  hun¬ 
dred  and  tour  years. 

The  great-great-grandfather  of  our  subject  mar¬ 
ried  Mary,  daughter  of  John  Aldcn,  the  Pilgrim, 
and  died  in  1716,  in  his  sixtieth  year.  Jonathan 
Copeland  was  a  farmer,  and  spent  his  entire  life  in 
Bridgewater,  Mass.,  dying  in  1790  in  his  ninetieth 
year;  ho  had  married  Miss  Betsey,  daughter  of 
Thomas  Snell.  Daniel  Copeland,  the  grandfather  of 
our  subject,  was  married  to  Susan,  daughter  of 
Joseph  Ames.  lie  was  a  farmer  by  occupation 
and  with  this  he  combined  the  trade  of  a  ear- 


a  resident  of  the  villagesinco  1866. 

The  lady  to  whom  onr  subject  was  united  in 
marriage  in  1836  bore  the  name  of  Louisa  Watkins 
and  to  them  were  bora  ten  children,  eight  of  whom 
are  now  living:  Philander  W.,  Louisa,  Eliza  belli, 
Frances,  Rosephia,  Nettie,  Jessie  and  Edward  L. 
Joseph,  the  first-born, served  during  the  late  war 
in  the  Forty-fifth  Illinois  Infantry  for  a  period  of 
two  years,  and  at  the  end  of  that  time  was  trans¬ 
ferred  to  the  First  Tennessee  Artillery  and  recei  ved 
the  commission  of  First  Lieutenant.  He  also 
served  as  Adjutant  on  the  staff  of  Gen.  Kopner  at 
Ft.  Pickering.  Ho  departed  this  life  in  1881. 
Philander  W.  was  also  a  soldier,  enlisting  Septem¬ 
ber  17,  1801,  in  the  Forty-fifth  Illinois  Infant”}*, 
and  served  in  his  regiment  as  principal  musician 
until  July,  1865. 

Mrs.  Copeland  was  horn  in  the  town  of  Spauld¬ 
ing,  Dutchess  County,  N.  Y.,  in  May,  1816.  Her 
father,  Joseph  Watkins,  was  a  native  of  New  Jer¬ 
sey,  and  was  a  tailor  by  trade,  which  he  followed 
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the  gRatee  part  of  his  life  logotho,.  witTfanahJ. 
Jlib  |)looo  of  Mismesa  was  in  tlio  town  of  Malloa  mm, 
ncai-  Ioshkill,  nndlic  departed  this  life  at  the  homo 
of  his  son  111  Prattsbhrg,  Steuben  County,  N  Y 
Ita  mfo  was  known  i„  I, or  maidenhood  as  Abigail 
^  ,T ™  "lso  *  "'“I™  of  Dutches.  County 

r i!'r  “,l "?**”*  Ml0''  m  11  sololior 

m  «  Revolutionary  War  and  his  demise  occu, -rod 
on  tho  farm  ,n  Duress  County.  Mrs.  Watkins 
was  a  decondnn  t  of  Dr.  Watt,,  the  celebrated  »„  thor 
.  f  S0W®  01  owv  P°PuIa,‘  hymns.  The  Doctor  and 
m  wife  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Churcli,  and,  in  polities,  ho  caste  his  vote  in  favor 
of  Ivopubliean  candidates. 


j  P.  NELSON,  who  has  been  Secretary,  Trens- 
/  *ror  anci  managor  of  tho  Skandia  Boot  and 

. 5  iShoc  Company  since  the  1st  of  July,  1890 

claims  Sweden  as  tho  land  of  his  nativity.  ‘  He  was 
bom  on  the  27th  of  January,  1855,  and  when  quite 

young  ]0st  hi8  pai.ont4  T]1US  aL  an  c;u.,y  e  hc 

was  thrown  upon  his  own  resources,  and  his  sue- 

(Zu\  f°  riS  ali  hCCU  d,,°  t0  J,is  own  efforts. 

One  brother,  Louis,  resides  in  Rockford,  as  do  two 
Of  his  sisters,  T.lla  and  Sophia.  The  latter  is  the 
wife,  of  trank  Coburg,  of  this  city. 

Our  subject  was  the  first  of  tho  family  to  emi- 
gia  e  to' America.  Ho  took  passage  on  n  vessel 
winch  loft  Liverpool.  During  the  voyage,  they  on- 
countered  very  severe  weather,  and  at  length'  the 
ship  struck  on  the  rocks  of  Newfoundland.  Thir¬ 
teen  minutes  later  it  sank  with  five  hundred  and 

eghty  on  board.  Only  two  hundred  and  thirteen 
of  tho  passengers  were  saved,  and  most  of  these 
were  young  men  who  were  better  able  to  withstand 

throfwv  T?  PXPf  Ur°-  T|1C  a™'<lont  occurred  at 
t  nee  o  clock  in  the,  morning,  and  it  was  not  until 
m.v  that  they  wore  rescued.  As  it  was  night  Lime 
when  the  vessel  sank,  the  passengers  were  in  their 
night  clothes,  and  thus  attired,  our  subject  hum- 
on  ic  ngging  for  three  hours,  beaten  by  tho  cold 
mto  merciless  waves.  At  length,  ho  with  the  oth- 
*7®  '?ndod  0n  U'°  “oak  rocks  and  taken  to 

lrel  mo’r  ?  <M  not  r0C(,iv°  ™ry  humane 
ntat  that  place.  The  few  survivors  finally 
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reached  Boston,  which  seemed  to  them  a  blessed 
mven  after  all  they  had  undergone.  Here  thfey 
were  treated  in  the  kindest  manner,  fed  and 
clothed  and  societies  in  New  York  City  sent  them 
on  to  Chicago.  Tho  generous  people  of  the  latter 
place  gave  them  money  and  other  aid,  and  in  that 
city  Mr.  Nelson  got  bis  start  in  life.  He  has  never 
}  ct  fully  recovered  from  the  exposure  and  hard¬ 
ships  of  that  awful  experience.  He  spent  a  year 
m  Chicago,  and  then  came  to  Rockford,  where  he 
lias  since  resided. 

Mi-.  Nelson  was  married  fn  this  oily,  to  Abertcna 
Jolmsou  Wbo  was  born  in  Koekford,  October  23, 
ISuS.  Her  father,  Andrew  JoIpiSon,  whodied  some 
years  ago,  was  a  soldier  of  fie  late  war,  bavinw 
T  in  Company  K,  Seventy.fourtl,  Iliinois  In! 
“,,'L  in  „,.,„y  engagements, 

T  o  f  ,  IT  a‘  MiaSi°"  Ei,lSe'  1,0 

I  vine  ,  ^  "%-‘"re0-  His  "ifo  is  still 

and  HI  v  T  yes.  Unto  Mr. 

T  Mis.  Nelson  have  been  born  two  children- 
Leorge  L.  and  Elsie  M.  The  parcels  are  both 
memlxus  of  tiro  Swedish  Lutheran  Church,  and  in 
politics,  ho  IS  a  Republican. 

,  NdS0n  has  lcd  a  l)usy  and  useful  life,  and 
by  his  own  efforts  1ms  worked  his  way  upward.  He 
ms  become  thoroughly  acquainted  with  the  boot 
bus, ness,  and  is  now- the  eliieient  manager  of  the 
Sicand.a  Boot  ami  Shoe  Company,  which  was  or¬ 
ganized  m  .1880.  Its  prosperity  is  largely  duo  to 
Wm'f  ’  f0‘'  hC  "M  "'0,'kCt'  l">tiri"Slj  in  its 


-^ft'OTOT  HOUUK.  In  the  completes 
yy  City  li  fe  the  business  of  merchant  tailor- 
®  !"g  n,fty  bo  regarded  as  one  of  greatest 


importance  in  furnishing  those  evidences 
f  refinement  and  taste  that  are  represented  in 
fashionable,  and  well-fitting  garments.  Few  estab 
lishmente  in  mercantile  Hfo  attract  more  general  at¬ 
tention  in  these  days  of  tasteful  attire  than  those  de¬ 
voted  to  the  manufacture  and  sale  of  gentlemen’s 
p.umente,  for  at  no  period  during  its  entire  history 
1ms  the  tailor’s  art  been  so  -highly  appreciated  or 
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better  understood  than  at  .the  present  day.  Among 
tfte  most  popular  and  prosperous  houses  devoted 
to  this  important  branch  of  industry  in  Rockford, 
and  well  worthy  of  more  than  passing  notice,  is 
the  concern  of  Marsales  <fe  Holmin,  located  at  No. 
Ill  South  Main  Street.  This  firm  has  been  at  this 
number  sinco  the  spring  of  1891,  when  they  became 
sole  proprietors  of  the  Merchant  Tailor  Stock 
Company,  of  which  Mr.  Marsales  and  Mr.  Holmin 
Were  members,  the  same  being  iff  existence  for  fif¬ 
teen  years.  They  carry  all  the  latest  and  most  fash¬ 
ionable  styles  and  do  first-class  work.  ,t 

Mr.  Holmin,  who  has  been  a  resident  of  Rockford 
since  186*9,  began  here  as  a  tailor  and,  with  the  ex¬ 
ception  of  about  eighteen  months,  has  been  a  resi¬ 
dent  of  the  city  ever  since.  He  became  one  of  the 
promotel’s  and  organizers  of  the  Merchant  Tailor 
Stock  Company,  was  President  and  Treasurer  for 
many  years,  and  a  Director  of  the  company  from 
its  organization.  Experienced  and  progressive,  he 
is  well  and  favorably  known  all  over  the  city. 

A  native  of  Wester  Gothland,  Sweden,  our  sub¬ 
ject’s  natal  day  was  the  8th  of  January,  1849.  As 
he  grew  to  manhood,  he  received  a  common-school 
education  and  learned  the  tailor’s  trade  in  Sweden, 
and  has  followed  this  trade  eycr  since  he  came  to 
America  in  1869.  He  was  the  first  of  his  kins¬ 
men  to  come  to  this  country,  but  one  year  later  his 
parents  and  other  members  of  his  family  joined 
him.  His  parents,  John  and  Bertha  S.  (Larson) 
Holmin,  now  reside  on  South  Sixth  Street,  and  al¬ 
though  both  are  over  seventy  years  of  age,  they 
are  comparatively  free  from  the  ills  and  pains  usual 
to  their  years.  They  are  excellent  citizens  and 
have  been  members  of  the  Swedish  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  for  yenrs.  The  father  1ms  been 
a  tailor  all  his  life.  In  politics,  he  has  affiliated 
with  the  Republican  party  since  coming  to  this 
country.  He  1ms  another  son,  Frank,  who  is  a 
resident  of  Rockford,  and  a  tailor  by  trade,  work¬ 
ing  for  the  firm  of  which  our. subject  is  a  member. 
Frank  married  Miss  Anna  Liud,  a  Swedish  lady, 
and  they  now  reside  on  South  Sixth  Street.  A 
sister  of  our  subject,  Tilda,  married  S.  Rybbmn. 

He  of  whom  we  write  was  married  in  Rockford 
to  Miss  Tilda  Johnson,  a  native  of  that  city,  where 
she  was  reared  and  educated.  Their  union  lias 


resulted  in  the  birth  of  throe  children:  Osoar  S., 
educated  in  the  city  schools;  listhor  A.,  and  Joseph 
Rudolph.  Mrs.  Holmin 'b  father,  August  Johnson, 
was  a  native  of  Sweden,  but  died  many  years  ago 
in  Rockford,  where  he  was  one  of  the  early  Swed¬ 
ish  settlers.  The  mother  is  still  living'  and  finds  a 
comfortable  home  with  her  daughter,  Mrs.  Holmin. 
She  is  now  sventy  .years  of  age  and  a  worthy  and 
consistent  member  of  the  Lutheran  Church. 

In  bis  political  views,  Mr.  Holmin,  like  his  fa¬ 
ther,  leans  to  the  Republican  party  and  gives  that 
the  weight  of  his  influence  and  vote.  He  1ms  a 
pleasant  residence  at  No.  407  South  Second  Street, 
and  is  one  of  the  prosperous,  and  much-esteemed 
citizens. 


J  AMES  WHITTLE.  This  gentleman,  who 
lms  been  actively  engaged  in  agriculture  for 
a  number  of  years  in  Caledonia  Township, 
__  Boone  County,  is  now  living  retired  in  the 
village  of  Poplar  Grove.  He  was  born  in  Mercer, 
Essex  County,  Ontario,  Canada,  April  16,  1828. 
His  father,  Thomas  Whittle,  was  also  born  in  Can¬ 
ada,  while  his  father,  John  Whittle,  it  is  thought, 
had  his  birth  in  Ireland  and  was  of  Scotch  ances¬ 
try,  The  latter-named  gentleman  came  to  Amer¬ 
ica  when  a  young  man,  and  spent  the  remainder  of 
his  life  in  Canada. 

Thomas  Whittle  came  to  tho  Now  World  when  a 
young  man, and  was  married  in  Quebec, soon  after 
which  ho  went  to  Ontario  and  became  a  pioneer  in 
Essex  County.  lie  purchased  timber  land  and 
built  a  log  house,  in  which  our  subject  was  born, 
His  death  occurred  on  that  place  in  about  18f>f>. 
The  maiden  name  of  our  subject’s  mother  was 
Betsey  Levi,  the  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Betsey 
Levi.  She  was  born  in  Quebec,  Canada,  anil  died 
on  the  home  farm  in  Mercer,  in  1887, 

The  parental  family  included  thirteen  children, 
of  whom  our  subject  jvas  the  ninth  in  order  of 
birth.  He  remained  in  Mercer  until  1843,  then, 
in  company  with  his  brother  Charles,  came  to 
Illinois,  making  the  entire  journey  overland  with 
teams.  Tho  trip  consumed  thirteen  days,  and  on 
arriving  in  Winnebago  County,  our  subject  found 
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Rockford  to  bo  little  more  than  a  village.  lie  im¬ 
mediately  commenced  working  out  on  farms  in  the 
vicinity,  and  a  few  years  later  was  enabled  to  pur¬ 
chase  a  tract  of  partly  improved  land  near  Cale¬ 
donia  Village,  this  county,  whore  he  made  bis 
homo  lor  seyen  years.  Then  selling  out,  Mr. 
Whittle  removed  to  Guilford  Township,  Winne¬ 
bago  County,  where  ho  cultivated  the  soil  for  six 
years,  and  then  removed  to  near  Romonauk,  l)e  Kalb 
County,  and  four  years  later  purchased  property 
southeast  of  Rockford.  That  was  his  abiding  place 
for  two  years,  when  he  sold  his  farm  and  returned 
to  Caledonia  and  purchased  the  Early  homestead, 
npon  which  lie  resided  for  twelve  years.  Ho  is 
now  living  retired  in  Poplar  Grove,  fully  enjoying 
the  ease  and  comfort  which  his  life  of  industry  so 
well  deserves. 

In  June,  1851,  Miss  Josephine,  daughter  of  John 
and  Julia  Early,  became  the  wife  of  our  subject, 
She  was  born  in  Gossfield,  Canada,  and  departed 
this  life  in  March,  1887.  The  lady  whom  our  sub¬ 
ject  chose  as  his  second  wife,  in  1889,  was  Miss 
Minta  Webster,  She.  was  born  in  this  county,  and 
is  the  daughter  of  Willot  8.  and  Mary  (Wheeler) 
Webster.  Out  subject  reared  a  family  of  four  chil¬ 
dren,  only  one  of  whom  is  living,  E.  J.,  who 
married  Alice  Uillyer,  and  has  two  children,  Cura 
and  Fied,  llul.tus,  the  second  son,  died  when 
twenty-six  years  of  age.  Cora  departed  th's  life 
at  t 'ih  age  of  (if teen  y  ars,  and  Fred  who  i  an 
in  a  t  of  nine  months.  Our  subject  is  a  Republic  n 
in  politics  and  is  well  respected  i  his  community. 


OI1N  WOODRUFF.  There  is  probably  no 
family  in  Boone  County  better  known  for 

J  intelligence  and  character,  or  more  uni- 
__  versally  respected  than  that  which  is  repre¬ 
sented  by  the  name  just  given.  Our  subject  was 
born  in  Middlpbury,  New  Haven  County,  Conn,, 
July  9,  1813,  the  son  of  Philo  and  Lucy  (Tuttle) 
Woodruff,  natives  also  of  the  Nutmeg  State,  bom 
in  the  town  of  Watorbury.  Philo  Woodruff's 
parents,  Jonah  and  Mabel  Woodruff,  were  born  in 
New  England  ami  died  in  Connecticut  when  very 
old. 


Like  most  of  his  ancestors,  Philo  Woodruff  w.as 
a  prosperous  fanner  and  followed  that  occupation  In 
his  native  State  for  many  years.  He  subsequently 
moved  to  Broome  County,  N.  Y.,  and  there  he 
and  his  esteemed  wife  received  their  final  summons, 
the  father  dying  at  the  age  of  eighty-seven,  and 
the  mother  at  the  age  of  seventy-three  years.  Of 
the  eleven  children  who  biessed  this  union,  all 
grew  to  mature  years  and  three  are  yet  living.  The 
eldest  child  was  a  carpenter,  the  next  a  farmer,  the 
third  (our  subject),  a  tailor,  the  next  two  (twins) 
became  tinners,  and  the  youngest  son  became  the 
editor  of  a  paper  at  Johnstown,  Pa.  He  was  living 
there  at  the  time  of  the  great  flood,  but  escaped 
without  injury.  He  still  edits  a  paper,  the  Democrat , 
at  that  place.  The  father  of  these  children  hired  a 
substitute  for  the  War  of  1812. 

The  original  of  this  notice  remained  at  home 
until  fourteen  years  of  age,  and  then  learned  the 
trade  of  a  tailor,  which  he  followed  in  Broome 
County,  N.  Y.,  until  1849.  In  the  fall  of  that 
year,  ho  decided  to  push  further  West,  and  reaching 
Illinois,  settled  on  his  present  property.  lie  pur¬ 
chased  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  erected  a 
small  house  and  there  resided,  engaged  in  tilling 
the  soil,  until  1860,  when  he  bought  his  present 
town  property,  Ho  was  married  on  the  24th  of 
April,  1884,  to  Miss  Lucinda  M.  Dimick,  who 
was  bom  in  Livingston  County,  N.  Y.,  December 
29,  1816.  Her  parents,  Nathan  C.  and  Temperance 
(Russell)  Dimick,  were  natives  of  the  Excelsior 
State,  but  her  father  spent  the  closing  scenes  of  his 
life  in  Madison,  Wis.,  dying  at  the  age  of  sixty- 
five.  The  mother  passed  awry  when  eighty-seven 
years  of  age,  in  Wyoming,  N.  Y.  They  were  the 
parents  of  two  children,  but  only  Mrs.  Woodruff 
is  now  living- 

The  maternal  grandparents  of  Mis.  Woodruff 
were  Riverius  and  Charity  (Hotchkiss)  Russell, 
natives  of  England  and  America,  respectively. 
When  Riverius  Russell  came  to  this  country  dur¬ 
ing  the  Revolutionary  War,  lie  forsook  the  Eng¬ 
lish  vessel  and  joined  the  Colonists  in  their  strug¬ 
gle  for  independence,  fighting  all  through  the  war, 
and  afterward  receiving  a  pension  for  his  services. 
He  had  a  brother  who  also  fought  bravely  for  the 
Colonists,  He  and  his  wife  passed  their  last  days  in 
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New  York.  The  representatives  of  the  Dimick  and 
Russell  families  were  originally  for  the  most  part 
farmers  and  mechanics,  but  in  subsequent  genera¬ 
tions  there  were  many  professional  men.  The  Dim- 
ieks  were  of  Welsh  descent  and  settled  in  Ver¬ 
mont. 

The  family  of  our  subject  consisted  of  eleven 
children,  four  of  whom  are  living  at  the  present 
time:  Russell  D.,  born  in  Broome  County,  N.  Y., 
on  the  11th  of  January,  1843,  married  Miss  Laura 
Ball  and  is  the  father  of  two  children,  a  son  and 
daughter.  During  the  Civil  War,  he  enlisted  in 
the  Fifteenth  Illinois  Infantry  and  served  all 
through  the  wav.  For  seven  months  he  was  in 
AndQ'sonville  Prison,  and  Only  those  who  were  in 
that  horrible  place  can  understand  what  ho  suffered 
during  that  time.  A  wonderful  constitution  alone 
brought  him  through.  lie  is  now  residing  in  Rock 
Springs,  Wyo.,  and  is  a  painter  and  decorator.  He 
is  prominent  in  Grand  Army  circles  and  is  Com¬ 
mander  of  the  post  at  Rock  Springs,  and  Quarter¬ 
master  of  the  State  troops  of  Wyoming. 

Our  subject’s  second  child,  John  I).,  was  also  born 
in  Broome  County,  N.  Y.,  December  20,  1847,  and 
took  for  his  wife  Miss  Josephine  Doty,  who  bore 
him  three  sons.  He  is  now  residing  in  Lander, 
Wyo.,  and  is  engaged  in  raising  sheep,  of  which  he 
owns  between  thirty  and  fort}*-  thousand  head. 
He  was  one  of  the  first  State  Senators  elected  in 
Wyoming,  and  there  was  considerable  talk  of  run¬ 
ning  him  for  Governor  of  the  State,  of  which  he  is 
one  of  the  most  prominent  men. 

The  third  child  born  to  our  subject,  Edward  IX. 
M.  D.,  is  a  resident  of  Salt  Lake,  but  has  retired 
from  professional  life  on  account  of  being  over¬ 
worked.  He  married  Miss  Minnie  M.  Roberts  and  is 
the  father  of  a  little  daughter.  Our  subject’s  other 
child,  Mary  K.,  was  born  in  this  county,  on  the  20th 
of  December,  18:32,  and  became  the  wife  of  Payson 
E.  Lamb,  a  farmer  of  Iowa,  and  the}''  have  four 
children,  three  daughters  and  a  son.  The  subject 
of  this  sketch  has  one  grandchild  married,  a  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Russell  D.  All  these  children  are  well  edu¬ 
cated  and  are  intelligent  and  excellent  people. 

John  Woodruff  and  his  wife  arc  regular  attend¬ 
ants  at  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  when  able, 
and  their  children  are  nearly  all  members  of  the 


same,  lie  was  formerly  an  old-line  Whig  in  pol¬ 
itics,  and  his  first  Presidential  vote  was  cast  in 
1836.  Later,  he  voted  for  From  on  t,  and  since  then 
has  affiliated  with  the  Republican  party,  lie  has 
been  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  twenty  years  and  has 
held  nearly  every  local  office  in  the  township. 

On  another  page  appears  a  portrait  of  Sir. 
Woodruff. 


VILLET  S.  WEBSTER.  The  business  men 
of  Poplar  Grove  are  a  class  of  whom  the 
city  may  well  feol  proud,  as  they  have 
added  greatly  to  her  financial  strength  and  also 
to  her  reputation  among  the  cities  of  Northern 
Illinois.  Our  subject,  who  is  deceased,  was  a  man 
Of  genuine  and  widespread  popularity,  was  self- 
made  and  a  worthy  representative  of  the  business 
community. 

The  original  of  this  sketch  was  born  in  East 
Hamburg,  Erie  County,  N.  Y.,  March  7,  1819,  aud 
was  the  son  of  William  Webster  who,  like  Ins  fa¬ 
ther,  Joseph,  was  born  in  New  Jersey.  The  latter- 
named  gentleman  on  removing  to  the  Empire 
State,  purchased  a  tract  of  land  in  the  town  of 
East  Hamburg,  where  he  made  his  home  until  Ins 
decease.  William  ’Webster  remained  on  a  farm  in 
his  native  State  until  removing  to  New  York 
when  a  young  man  and  was  one  of  the  pioneers  of 
East  Hamburg,  lie  also  purchased  a  tract  of  lim¬ 
ber  land,  upon  which  he  built  a  sawmill,  and  was 
engaged  in  its  operation  with  his  farming  pur¬ 
suits.  About  1850,  he  came  West  to  Boone 
County  aud  died  in  Poplar  Grove. 

Miss  Catherine  Willet,  the  maiden  name  of  our 
subject’s  mother,  was  born  in  New  Jersey  and  died 
in  Poplar  Grove.  He  of  whom  we  write  was  edu¬ 
cated  in  East  Ilamhurg,  and  when  sixteen  years 
of  age  commenced  clerking  in  a  store  in  Buffalo, 
whore  he  was  employed  for  five  years.  He  was 
then  engaged  in  the  mercantile  business  in  his 
native  place  until  1845,  when  ho  sold  out  and 
came  to  Illinois.  They  came  from  Buffalo  by  way 
of  the  Lakes  to  Chicago,  and  by  team  to  Poplar 
Grove,  and  purchased  three  hundred  and  twenty 
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ncres  Of  land  in  this  comity.  lie  farmed  for  about 
fifteen  years,  at  the  expiration  of  "which  time  lie 
removed  to  the  village  of  Poplar  Grove,  and 
launched  out  in  the  lumber  and  grain  business, 
from  which  he  retired  with  a  handsome  compe¬ 
tence,  and  lived  retired  until  his  death  in  1885. 

September  20,  1842,  Mr.  Webster  was  married, 
in  East  Hamburg,  N.  Y.,  to  Mary  J.,  daughter  of 
Thomas  Wheeler,  who  is  a  native  of  Massachu¬ 
setts.  She  was  bom  in  East  Hamburg,  February 
16,  1824,  and  by  her  union  with  our  subject  has 
become  the  mother  of  the  following  children:  Kath¬ 
erine  B.,  Mrs.  Ilarry  M.  Hudson ;  Miuta,  who  mar¬ 
ried  James  Whittle;  Julia,  the  wife  of  1).  C.  Cowan; 
Elida  M.,  the  widow  of  A.  O.  Woodard;  Albourne 
L.,  who  married  Edwin  Willet;  Warren  M.,  the 
husband  of  Edith  Clark;  Adelbert,  who  married 
Eulia  Miller;  and  two  children  Albourne  and  War¬ 
ren  A.  are  .leceavd. 

Mix  Webster,  on  removing  to 
5  ‘H  East  Hamburg,  where  lie 
.  blacksmith  until  his  death, 
;  was  bom  in  Rhode  Island, 

uiidcuhood  as  Martha  Baxter. 
.  :  ■  and  died  at  the  home  of  Mrs.- 
v,  ■  ■  ■  ■  i  r<-|.;:ir  Grove.  Our  subject  was  a  stanch 

Republican. 


S^KNJAHIN  B.  HOVKY,  of  Cherry  Valley, 
M  was  born  January  16,  1825,  in  Washington 
(O)//'  bounty,  Ohio,  and  is  a  son  of  Harvey  C. 
''Ar''-  and  Clarissa  (Stanley)  Ilovey.  His  father 
was  born  in  Vermont,  in  November,  1798,  and  was 
a  son  of  William  Ilovey,  a  native  of  Rutland,  Vt., 
and  a  fa-mer,  who  served  through  the  Revolution¬ 
ary  War.  Ho  was  born  in  1748,  and  died  October 
20,  1884,  at  the  age  of  eighty-six  years.  His  fam¬ 
ily  numbered  three  sons  and  six  daughters,  all  of 
whom  grew  to  mature  years  and  became  heads  of 
families.  The  mother  died  January  20,  1858,  at 
the  very  advanced  age  of  ninety- throe  years.  Her 
last  days  Avore  spent  at  the  homo  of  her  sou,  Harvey 
in  Ohio. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  were  married  in  Fear¬ 
ing,  Washington  County,  Ohio,  November,  14, 


1822,  The  lady  Avas  a  daughter  of  Thomas  and 
Mixenda  (Dix)  Stanley,  natives  of  New  England, 
Avho  emigrated  to  Ohio  in  an  early  day.  Our  sub¬ 
ject  Avas  the  second  child  in  the  parental  family,  as 
follows :  William  T.,  B.  B.,  Lucy,  Edmund  D.,  George 
vS.,  Selden  C.,  Mary  Anu,  Simon,  Lucinda,  Mixenda, 
Angelina,  avIio  died  at  the  age  of  three  years; 
Esther  C.;  Joseph  R.,  avUo  died  in  infancy,  and 
Charles  C.,  who  Avas  blind  from  early  childhood, 
and  after  being  an  inmate  of  the  blind  asylum  of 
Columbus,  Ohio,  two  years,  fell  from  a  tliird-story 
window  and  died  April  6,  1860,  at  the  age  of  thir¬ 
teen  years.  The  only  brother  of  our  subject  yet 
living  is  George  S.,  a  resident  of  Ohio.  His  sisters 
who  are  living  are:  Lucy,  wife  of  Jonathan  Alden, 
of  Hollenburg,  Washington  County,  Kan.;  Mary 
Ann,  Avife  of  II.  A.  .Stiles,  of  California;  Lucinda, 
AA'ife  of  Hiram  Kyes,  a  farmer  near  Los  Angeles, 
Cal.;  and  Mixenda,  Avife  of  Melvin  True,  an  archi¬ 
tect  and  builder  of  LoAver  Salem,  Ohio. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  Avas  married  on  Christ¬ 
mas  Day,  1850,  to  Miss  Elisabeth  Farley,  of  Lower 
Salem,  a  daughter  of  Janies  and  Ellen  (Taylor) 
Farley.  Her  mother  Avas  a  native  of  England,  and 
her  father  of  Washington  County,  Pa.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Ilovey,  as  children,  were  reared  near  each 
other.  When  a  young  man,  he  learned  the  carpen¬ 
ter’s  trade,  and  did  business  for  himself  in  Ohio 
for  four  years  before  coming  to  Illinois  in  1856. 
In  the  spring  of  that  year,  he  settled  in  Cherry 
Valley  and  bought  a  house  upon  the  grounds 
Avhero  his  present  residence  is  iioav  located.  He 
built  a  store  soon  after  locating  here,  and,  fill¬ 
ing  it  with  a  stock  of  hardware,  did  business 
in  that  lino  until  1859,  Avhen  he  was  burned 
out.  He  then  embarked  in  the  grocery  and  pro¬ 
vision  trade,  and,  during  the  Avar,  did  an  immense 
business,  but  after  the  close  of  the  Avar  be  pur¬ 
chased  a  large  stock  of  merchandise  at  in  Haled 
prices,  Avhich  soon  depreciated,  and  he  was  forced 
to  the  wall.  Lie  did  not  take  advantage  of  the 
bankrupt  act,  and  has  never  regretted  his  course, 
for  he  and  his  Avife  braved  this  adversity  and  at 
length  paid  off  the  indebtedness  of  $12,000.  In  the 
spring  of  1880,  Mr.  Hovey  became  an  employe  in 
the  land  department  of  the  Chicago  and  North¬ 
western  Railroad,  and  has  since  been  actively  cm- 
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ployed  in  that  line.  During  tjiis  time,  liis  sales  of 
the  lands  belonging  to  the  company  will  aggregate 
§100,000,000.  On  one  occasion  he  made  a  sale  of 
§100,000. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ilovey  have  one  son  and  seven 
daughters:  Edward  II.,  born  December  8,  1851; 
Mary  F.,  Minnie  F.,  Josephine  L.,  Esther  C.,  Nellie 
1-1.,  Clara  S.,  and  Nina  Blanche.  They  were  all 
given  good  educational  advantages,  and  some  of 
them  have  received  instruction  in  music.  All  have 
now  left  the  parental  roof.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ilovey 
also  had  another  son:  James'  Ilarvoy,  who  died 
July  8,  1859,  at  the  age  of  four  years!  The  little 
fellow  was  playing  in  the  hay-loft  of  his  father’s 
barn,  and,  with  matches  picked  up  from  the  fac¬ 
tory  close  by,  he  probably  set  the  hay  afire,  and 
was  burned  to  death. 

Mr.  Ilovey  was  Justice  Of  the  Peace  one  term, 
and  was  a  Notary  Public  for  about  twenty  years. 
His  last  commission  was  given  him  by  Gov.  Fifer, 
and  expires  in  1893,  In  his  early  manhood  he  was 
an  Abolitionist,  and  for  many  years  was  an  ardent 
supporter  of  the  Republican  party,  but  is  now  a 
stalwart  Prohibitionist.  He  was  reared  in  the  faith 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  but  for  many  years  he 
and  his  wife  have  been  active  members  of  the 
Methodist  Church. 

\|j  OHN  C.  STARR,  who  is  engaged  in  the 
|  manufacture  of  harness  and  Saddlery  in  Bel- 
viderc,  is  a  wide-awake  and  enterprising 
business  man  of  this  city.  His  life  record 
is  as  follows:  He  was  bora  in  Whitehall,  Washing¬ 
ton  County,  N.  Y., March  16,  1839,  and  is  a  son  of 
Humphrey  G.  Starr,  who  was  born  in  County  Cavan, 
Ireland,  April  10,  1810.  His  father,  Thomas  Starr, 
and  the  great-grandfather  of  our  subject,  Jeremiah 
Starr,  were  both  born  in  the  same  locality,  and  fol¬ 
lowed  the  occupation  of  farming.  In  1821,  Jere¬ 
miah  Starr,  accompanied  by  his  wife  and  five  chil¬ 
dren,  sailed  for  America,  and  after  a  voyage  of 
thirty-three  days  landed  at  Quebec.  He  located 
thirty  miles  east  of  Montreal,  where  lie  purchased 
land  and  engaged  in  farming  until  li is  death, 
•'  which  occurred  at  the  advanced  ago  of  eighty  nine 


years.  He  married  Sarah  NosbiLL,  who  was  born 
in  County  Cavan,  and  was  a  daughter  of  Humph¬ 
rey  and  Catherine  (Knight)  Nesbitt,  natives  of  Ire¬ 
land,  and  of  English  descent.  The  grandparents 
of  our  subject  were  Episcopalians  in  religious  be¬ 
lief. 

Humphrey  Starr  was  only  fourteen  years  of  age 
when  lie  crossed  the  briny  deep,  locating  with  the 
family  in  Canada.  The  following  year,  he  began 
to  learn  the  trade  of  a  harness- maker  in  Montreal, 
serving  a  five  years’  apprenticeship,. after  which  ho 
-went  to  Whitehall,  N-  Y.,  where  lie  was  employed 
at  his  trade  for  five  years.  He  then  began  busi¬ 
ness  for  himself  in  Hartford,  Washington  County, 
N.  Y,  but  after  two  years  returned  to  Whitehall, 
and  there  carried  on  business  until  1855.  In  the 
autumn  of  that  year,  ho  came  to  Be.lv idem,  and  af¬ 
ter  a  few  months  went  to  Forreston,  Ogle  County, 
where  he  carried  on  harness-making  for  four  years. 
The  succeeding  yoar  and  a  half  of  his  life  were 
passed  in  Freeport,  after  which  he  returned  to  Rel- 
viderc,  where  lie  still  makes  his  home.  He  first 
married  Lucy  hi.  Black,  who  was  born  in  Vermont, 
and  was  a  daughter  of  Asa  Black.  Her  death  oc¬ 
curred  in  Whitehall  in  1816,  after  which  Mr.  Starr 
wedded  Harriet  J.  Wicker,  a  native  of  Rutland 
County,  Yt.,  and  a  daughter  of  B.  I*.  Wicker. 

By  the  first  marriage  there  were  five  children, 
three  sons  and  two  daughters:  George,  Mary  J., 
John,  Lucy  and  Frederick.  Four  children  were 
horn  of  the  second  marriage:  Harriot,  Lucy,  Ame¬ 
lia  and  Frank.  In  polities,  he  was  formerly  a  Whig, 
but  has  been  a  Republican  since  the  organization 
of  that  party. 

At  the  age  of  eleven  years,  John  C.  Starr  began 
working  in  his  father’s  harness  .shop  and  learned 
the  trade.  Ho  remained  with  him  until  he  had  at¬ 
tained  his  majority,  when  he  came  to  Bolvidere  and 
commenced  business  for  himself  in  company  with 
Ids  brother  George  II.  They  continued  to  engage 
in  the  manufacture,  of  harness  and  saddlery  for  four 
years,  when  our  subject  bought  out  his  brother’s 
interest,  and  has  since  been  alone.  lie  has  Imilt 
up  an  excellent  trade  and  secured  a  liberal  patron¬ 
age  as  the  result  of  his  persistent  industry,  good 
management  and  fair  dealing. 

In  liia  political  alliliations,  .Mr.  Starr  has  always 


been  a  Republican,  and  has  filler  on 
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ents  to  Bennington,  Vt.,  and  there  with  his  brother 
and  sister  grew  to  mature  years.  Ilis  parents  were 
intelligent,  Christian  people,  and  were  well  thought 
of.  The  father  died  there  at  an  advanced  age,  In 
the  mother  afterward  came  to  Manchester,  h 
where  she  resided  with  her  son  Sherwood  A.  for 
about  five  years,  or  until  her  death,  when  eighty 
years  of  age.  Their  children  were:  Orville,  Sher¬ 
wood;  Mary  E.,  Julia  A,,  and  Louisa  are  deceased. 
The  latter  married  John  Brown,  a  prosperous 
farmer  of  Bennington,  Vt.  They  hud  two  daugh¬ 
ters  and  one  son,  Elbridge  Brown.  Orville  was  a 
farmer  of  Bennington  and  died  in  the  prime  of 
life,  leaving  three  daughters  and  one  son. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  first  married  in 
Vermont  to  Miss  Maria  S.  Steel,  of  the  same  State, 
who  bore  him  four  children,  all  sons:  Elmer,  re¬ 
tired,  makes  his  home  in  Clarence,  Shelby  County, 
Mo.;  John,  when  twenty- two  years  of  age,  volun¬ 
teered  in  the  army  and  served  one  year.  He.  died 
in  the  year  1862.  George  volunteered  in  the 
Ninety-fifth  Illinois  Infantry  and  served  four 
and  one-half  years;  and  Erwin  D.,  is  now 
a  farmer  of  Manchester.  Mr.  Ellsworth’s  second 
marriage  was  to  Miss  Sarah  J.  Sherman,  of  Ben¬ 
nington,  Vt.  In  1842,  Mr.  Ellsworth  left  the 
Green  Mountain  State  and  with  his  wife  and  four 
sons  came  by  water  to  Chicago.  From  that  city 
they  walked  out  to  his  eighty-acre  farm,  or  claim, 
which  his  father  had  purchased  for  him,  and  which 
is  now  one-half  of  the  present  farm  owned  by  our 
subject.  Here  Mr.  Ellsworth  passed  away  on  May 
15,  1883,  when  sixty-nine  years  of  age.  His 
widow  and  our  subject  carry  on  the  farm  at  the 
present  time.  Mr.  Ellsworth  was  active  and  indus¬ 
trious  and  worked  hard  all  his  life. 

Our  subject  was  reared  on  his  present  farm  and 
has  ever  attended  strictly  to  his  chosen  occu¬ 
pation  and  with  such  substantial  results  as  can  be 
seen  by  glancing  over  bis  fine  farm.  He  has  trav¬ 
eled  very  little,  and  was  never  in  a  railroad  coach 
nor  had  he  been  to  Chicago  until  twenty-seven 
years  of  age.  He  has  seldom  been  farther  from 
home  than  Rockford,  Beloit  or  Belvidere.  On 
April  2,  1872,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Catherine 
Campbell,  daughter  of  Alexander  J,  and  Ann  (Mc- 
Eachren)  Campbell.  She  was  one  of  nine  children. 


Her  father  died  in  Manchester,  March  15,  1872, 
whm  -drty  years  of  ago  and  the  mother  is  living 
at  linn  tor,  Ill. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ellsworth  have  buried  one  child, 
an  infant,  and  they  have  four  sons  and  four  daugh¬ 
ters  now  living:  Clarence  J.,  now  nineteen  years 
of  ago;  Princess  Beatrice,  aged  seventeen;  Eunice, 
aged  fifteen;  Florence,  aged  thirteen;  John  A.,  aged 
eleven  years;  Stanley  A.,  now  nine  years  of  age; 
Ernest  Everett,  aged  sevon  years,  and  Ada,  aged 
five  years.  All  have  attended  the  district  school 
and  three  are  taking  music  lessons,  showing  much 
ability  and  talent  in  their  musical  studies.  Mr. 
Ellsworth  moves  in  the  Republican  ranks  and  is  an 
enthusiastic  supporter  of  the  principles  of  Ins  party. 
Our  subject  has  erected  on  his  line  farm  a  tasty 
residence  20x36  feet,  with  an  L  16x24  feet,  under 
which  is  an  excellent  cellar,  at  a  cost  of  $3,000. 
lie  also  has  a  good  barn,  24x40,  and  lias  a  granary 
and  tool  bouse  combined,  oue  and  a  half  stories 
high,  24x40.  He  also  has  other  substantial  out¬ 
buildings.  He  keeps  about  a  dozen  cows,  twenty- 
five  bead  of  horned  cattle,  ten  or  twelve  horses, 
and  annually  sells  about  forty  hogs. 

a 

SpS  DONIRAM  JUDSON  KWK7.BY,  n  lioi-li- 

’Mui!  culturist  residing  on  section  16,  Guilfoul 

j  I  lb  Township,  Winnebago  County,  was  born 
in  the  town  of  Harmony,  Chautauqua 
County,  N.  Y.,  February  22,  1836.  His  great¬ 
grandfather,  Daniel  Swezey,  was  born  in  Suffolk 
County,  Long  Island,  N.  Y.,  in  June,  1753,  ami 
was  a  son  of  Christopher  Swezey,  and  a  grandson 
of  Stephen  Swezey,  one  of  six  sons  who  lived  in 
Swezey  town,  Suffolk  County;  he  there  spent  his 
entire  life,  as  did  also  Christopher.  Daniel  was 
there  married,  and  in  1796  went  to  Norway',  Her¬ 
kimer  County,  N.  Y.y  where  ho  bought  four  hun¬ 
dred  acres  of  land,  erected  a  log  cabin  and  made  a 
farm.  The  grandfather  of  our  subject,  Daniel 
Swezey,  was  born  on  Long  Island,  December  25, 
1778,  and  was  eighteen  years  old  when  his  parents 
wont  to  Herkimer  County’,  where  lie  resided  until 
1836,  when  he  removed  to  Chautauqua  County’, 
and  pure, based  a  farm,  upon  which  he  spent  the 
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remainder  of  bis  days,  lie  married  Clarissa  Sherry, 
who  was  born  in  Now  Haven,  Conn.,  September 
15,  1789.  She  was  descended  from  an  old  family 
of  English  origin,  founded  in  Massachusetts  in 
1(535. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  Darius  A.  Swezcy,  was 
born  in  the  town  of  Russia,  Herkimer  County, 
N,  Y.,  August  15,  1808,  and  in  1833  became  one 
of  the  early  settlers  of  Chautauqua  County,  where 
lie  bought  a  tract  of  timber  land  and  erected  a 
substantial  log  cabin,  in  which  our  subject  was 
born.  In  1845,  ho  sold  his  farm  and  removed  to 
Erie  County,  Pa.,  whore  lie  bought  land,  upon  which 
he  resided  until  1851,  when  he  emigrated  to  Win¬ 
nebago  County,  III.  Purchasing  the  farm  upon 
which  our  subject  now  resides,  he  thero  made  his 
homo  until  his  death.  His  wife  bore  the  maiden 
name  of  Esther  Brooks.  She  was  born  in  Cort¬ 
land  County,  N.  Y.,  September  30,  1815,  and  was 
a  daughter  of  James  and  Rhoda  Brooks,  The  for¬ 
mer  was  born  in  New  Marlboro,  Berkshire  County, 
Mass.  He  went  to  New  Yerk  when  a  young  man 
and  resided  in  Cortland  County  untiL  1827,  when 
he  went  to  Chautauqua  County,  where  he  made 
his  homo  until  1854.  He  then  sold  out  and  re¬ 
moved  to  Erie  County,  Pa.,  where  he  spent  lus  last 
days.  In  the  Swezey  family  wove  six  children, 
one  of  whom,  Edward,  enlisted  in  the  Seventy- 
fourth  Illinois  Infantry  and  was  afterward  trans¬ 
ferred  to  the  One  Hundred  and  Thirty-fourth 
Regiment.  Ho  died  nine  days  after  his  discharge, 
i\lr.  Swezcy  whoso  name  heads  this  record  ac¬ 
quired  Ids  early  education  in  the  public  schools  of 
Chautauqua  County,  N.  Y.,aml  Eric,  Pa.,  and  later 
attended  Waterford  Academy,  of  Pennsylvania, 
and  the  National  Normal  School,  of  Ohio.  When  a 
young  man,  he  commenced  teaching  and  followed 
that  profession  until  his  marriage.  The  latter  part 
of  the  time  he  occupied  the  chair  of  languages  and 
literature  in  Elgin  Academy,  hut  on  his  marriage 
resigned  that  position  and  bought  the  homo  farm 
in  (5  ml  ford  Township.  For  some  years  he  engaged 
in  general  farming,  but  now'  gives  Ids  attention 
almost  exclusively  to  horticultural  pursuits, 

In  186(1,  Mr.  Swezcy  led  to  the  marriage  altar 
Miss  Melinda  Bruner,  who  was  horn  in  Canada  and 
is  a  daughter  of  Philip  Bruner,  who  is  mentioned 
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in  the  sketch  of  M.  L.  Bruner  on  another  page  of 
this  work.  Four  children,  have  been  born  to  our 
subject  and  his  wife:  Etta,  Otto,  Royal  and  Fannie.* 

The  paren  ts  are  both  members  of  the  State  Street 
Baptist  Church,  of  Rockford.  Mr.  Swezey  is  a 
member  of  Grange  No.  6,  with  which  he  lias  been 
connected  since  its  organization,  seventeen  years 
ago,  and  for  three  years  he  managed  a  store  in  the 
interest  of  the  Grange.  Throughout  life  he  has 
been  a  strong  advocate  of  temperance  principles 
and  since  1884  has  affiliated  with  the  Prohibition 
paty.  In  1889,  he  was  its  candidate  for  the  State 
Legislature  and  received  a  larger  vote  than  any 
other  candidate  of  his  party.  He  is  a  public-spirited 
and  progressive  citizen,  prominent  and  influential, 
and  has  the  high  regard  of  all  with  whom  he  lias 
been  brought  in  contact. 

irsiT0nARi) K  br()wn  was  b°m  011  the  f!u'm 

jlUrv'  in  Owen  Township,  Winnebago  County 
where  he  is  at  present  residing,  .September 
8',  1858.  Before  giving  a  notice  of  his  life, 
we  deem  it  our  duty  to  first  briefly  advert  to  the 
life  history  of  those  of  whom  he  draws  his  origin. 
His  direct  progenitor,  Mo  wry  Brown,  was  born  in 
Bumllville,  R.  I.,  December  29,  1813.  His  father, 
Joseph  Brown,  was  also  a  native  of  that  State, 
where  he  carried  on  farming.  He  passed  his  last 
days  in  Winnebago  County,  dyiug  at  the  home  of 
his  son  Mowry. 

The  maiden  name  of  the  grandmother  of  our 
subject  was  Elsie  Mowry,  who,  as  far  as  known, 
w'as  also  born  in  Rhode  Island,  where  she  spent 
her  entire  life.  The  father  of  our  subject  was 
reared  in  Ills  native  .State,  and,  when  skirting  out 
in  life  for  himself,  served  an  apprenticeship  at  the 
carpenter’s  trade.  In  1835,  he  came  to  Illinois 
and  worked  until  1839  in  Alton,  at  the  end  of 
which  time  he  came  to  Winnebago  County,  ac¬ 
companied  hither  by  his  wife,  who  made  the  jour¬ 
ney  by  steamers  on  the  Mississippi  and  Roelc 
Rivers  to  Rockford  Township.  Here  Mr,  Brown 
purchased  au  acre  of  land  on  North  Main  Street, 
on  which  he  erected  a  small  frame  house,  and 
began  working'  at  his  trade.  His  first  contract 
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was  building  a  house  for  Dr,  George  Haskell,  lie 
made  his  home  in  the  city  until  1840,  then  moved 
to  a  claim  which  ho  had  made  on  section  26,  in 
what  is  now  Owen  Township.  He  bought  a  log 
house,  which  he  moved  on  to  his  land  and  occu¬ 
pied  until  able  to  replace  it  with  a  more  comfort¬ 
able  edifice,  Mr.  Brown  prosecuted  his  trade  a 
part  of  each  year  until  able  to  give  his  entire 
time  and  attention  to  the  cultivation  of  his  laud. 
Ills  death  occurred  on  the  farm  June  4,  1879. 

The  lady  to  whom  Mowry  Brown  was  married, 
February  26,  1837,  was  Miss  Lucy  Pease.  Her 
birth  occurred  in  Lyons,  Wayne  County,  N.  Y., 
March  31,  1815.  Her  paternal  grandfather  was 
Ebenezer  Pease,  a  native  of  Ballston,  Saratoga 
County,  N.  Y.,  and  the  son  of  Abel  Pease,  a  na¬ 
tive  of  Massachusetts,  who  went  to  New  York 
State  when  a  very  young  man,  where  he  was  mar¬ 
ried  in  Saratoga  County,  in  1785,  to  Lucy  Mar¬ 
tin,  also  a  native  of  the  Bay  State.  On  her  death, 
Abel  Pease  married  Mabel  Campbell,  a  widow. 

Ebenezer  M.  Pease  was  a  natural  mechanic  and 
was  employed  in  various  lines  of  work  in  New 
York  State  until  1834,  when,  in  company  with 
his  wife  and  seven  children,  four  sons  and  three 
daughters,  he  came  to  Illinois  via  the  Erie  Canal 
to  Buffalo,  and  by  way  of  the  Lakes  and  Ohio  and 
Mississippi  Rivers  to  Alton.  They  made  their 
home  for  a  number  of  years  in  the  latter-named 
city,  and  then  removed  to  Jersey  County,  where 
the  father  passed  his  last  days.  The  maiden  name 
of  his  wife  was  Pamelia  Wandell;  she  was  a  na¬ 
tive  of  New  York  State,  where  her  decease  oc¬ 
curred. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  was  eighteen  years 
old  when  she  came  to  this  State,  and  resided  in 
Alton  until  her  marriage.  She  is  now  residing  on 
the  qid  homestead  which  her  husband  entered 
from  the  Government.  „  Seven  of  her  eleven  chil¬ 
dren  grew  to  mature  years:  George  S,  and  Charles 
E.  reside  in  Rockford  Township;  Mary  E.  married 
Egbert  Phelps  and  makes  her  homo  in  Owen 
Township,  as  does  also  Henry  A.;  Fred  0.  lives 
near  Fairbury,  Neb.,  and  Richard  E.  is  on  the 
old  homestead.  William.  C.,  the  fifth  child,  died 
when  nineteen  years  of  age,  Florence  E.  when 
twelve  years  old  and  Ellen  M.  in  her  tenth  year. 


Emeliuo,  the  first-born,  died  in  infancy,  and  Har¬ 
riet  E.  is  also  deceased. 

Richard  E.  Brown,  like  many  of  the  farmer  lads, 
was  .educated  in  the  district  schools  and  later 
prosecuted  his  studies  in  the  Rockford  schools. 
He  was  reared  to  agricultural  pursuits  and  for  a 
number  of  years  mauaged  the  old  homestead, 
which  has  always  been  his  place  of  residence,  lie 
devoted  his  entire  time  on  the  farm  until  3  890, 
when  ho  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  brick. 
December  7,  1880,  Miss  Fannie  Martin,  who  was 
born  in  Rockton,  became  his  wife.  She  was  the 
daughter  of  Edwin  and  Caroline  Martin,  and  by 
her  union  with  Mr.  Brown  has  become  the  mother 
of  two  children,  Gertie  E.  and  Clifton  Martin. 
Our  subject  and  ids  estimable  wife  are  devoted 
members  of  the  Christian  Union  Church,  and  in 
his  social  relations,  Mr.  Brown  is  connected  with 
the  Farmers’  Mutual  Benevolent  Association. 


J  ACOB  ROSE.  About  three  miles  from 
Rockford  is  a  splendid  farm,  embellished 
with  good  buildings  and  brought  to  a  fine 
_  state  of  improvement.  This  was  the  homo 
of  the  late  Jacob  Rose,  who,  after  cultivating  the 
soil  for  many  years  and  introducing  modern  ma¬ 
chinery  and  methods  of  agriculture  in  his  farming 
operations,  there  passed  away  December  12,  1887. 
A  man  of  great  industry,  unflagging  perseverance, 
j  the  sonl  of  honor,  scorning  deceit  in  every  form, 
bo  was'  beloved  by  all  will:  whom  he  came  in  con¬ 
tact  and  Ms  death  was  mourned  as  a  public  calam¬ 
ity. 

This  pioneer  of  Winnebago  County  was  born  in 
Pennsylvania,  the  son  of  St.  Clair  Rose,  who,  as 
far  as  is  known,  spent  his  entire  Ufe  in  the  Key¬ 
stone  State.  Early  orphaned,  our  subject  became 
self-supporting  when  quite  young  and  when  about 
seventeen  came  to  Winnebago  County,  where  lie 
resided  until  his  death.  By  industriously  saving 
iiis  wages,  he  was  enabled  to  purchase  n  farm  in 
1859,  five  years  after  his  marriage  with  Cathorinc 
Scougall.  This  estimable  lady  was  born  in  England, 
and  was  the  daughter  of  dames  Scougall,  a  native 
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of  Ed  in  boro,  Scot! ami,  and  the  granddaughter  of 
James  Scougall,  Sr.,  who  probably  spent  his  entire 
life  in  the  Land  of  the  Thistle. 

James  Scougall,  Jr.,  learned  the  trade  of  a  stone¬ 
mason,  which  ho  followed  for  a  tune  in  Liverpool, 
then  returned  to  Kdinboro.  In  1816,  accompanied 
by  ins  family,  he  emigrated  to  America,  talcing 
passage  at  Glasgow  in  the  sailing- vessol  “Sault 
Anna,”  and  landing  in  Now  York  six  weeks  later. 
From  there  he  proceeded  by  the  Hudson  River, 
Erie  Canal  and  Lakes  to  Chicago,  then  a  small 
village,  and  followed  his  trade  in  the  last-named 
place  for  a  few  years.  Coming  thence  to  Rock¬ 
ford,  his  remaining  years  were  passed  hero.  The 
maiden  name  of  iris  wife  was  Margaret  Biair;  she 
was  born  in  England  and  died  in  Scotland.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Rose  became  the  parents  of  seven  living 
children,  namely;  Walter,  Jessie,  Jennie,  Harry, 
Laura,  Kittic  and  Lucius.  Since  the  death  of  his 
fattier,  the  eldest  son  superintends  the  farm,  which 
under  his  capable  supervision  Is  kept  in  the  high 
state  of  improvement  to  which  it  was  brought  by 
the  father. 

(it™-.  ENllY  HOLFE,  now  retired  and  residing  at 
IlM  ^0'  MO  North  Second  Street,  where  ho  owns 
a  comfortable  homo,  was  born  in  Tompkins 
($£>)  County,  Kndficld  Township,  N.  Y.,  on  the 
tilth  of  August,  18811,  and  was  roared  and  educated 
there.  His  father,  Chester  llolfe,  and  his  grand¬ 
father,  Samuel  Kolfo,  wore  natives  of  New  Jersey, 
and  Of  English  descent.  Samuel  Rolfe  passed  his 
boyhood  and  youth  in  his  native  State  and  was 
there  married  to  bliss  Hannah  Ellison.  After  the 
birth  of  several  of  their  children,  they  moved  to 
Now  York  State,  whom  Samuel  and  a  brother,  Jon¬ 
athan  Rolfe,  made  a  settlement  in  the  wilds  of 
End  field  Township,  Tompkins  County.  There 
they  began  clearing  their  land  of  the  heavy  timber 
with  which  it  was  covered,  and  after  years  of  hard 
labor  became  the  owners  of  comfortable  homes. 
Samuel  Rolfe  and  wife  lived  long  and  prosperous 
lives  and  died  on  the  home  place.  They  were 
well-known  pioneers  and  representative  citizens, 
Mr.  Rolfe  holding  the  ofileo  of  Justice  of  the  Peace 
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for  many  years.  Their  son,  Chester  Rolfe,  was  one 
of  a  large  family  of  children,  all  of  whom  lived  to 
be  grown,  and  one,  George,  Is  now  engaged  in 
farming  in  Pud  field  Township,  that  being  the  oc¬ 
cupation  of  most  of  the  family. 

Chester  Rolfe  was  married  in  End  field  Township 
to  Miss  Matilda  Corkendall,  who  was  born  and 
reared  there  and  who  was  of  Pen nsy Ivan ia-Dutch 
extraction.  After  marriage,  Mr.  Rolfe  and  wife 
began  life  on  a  farm  in  .End  field  Township,  and 
there  they  lived  and  labored  until  the  death  of 
Mrs.  Rolfe  in  1863,  when- fifty-five  years  of  age. 
Mr.  Rolfe  survived  her  many  years.  He  came 
West  to  visit  his  son  in  1881  and  died  on  the  last 
day  of  that  year.  Ilis  body  was  carried  back  and 
interred  in  the  old  family  graveyard  in  Endfield 
Township.  lie  was  then  about  seveutynsix  years 
of  ago,  In  his  early  life  he  was  a  Whig  and  later  a 
Democrat.  Ho  held  a  number  of  local  offices  in 
his  township,  and  was  a  man  of  well-rounded  char¬ 
acter.  lie  left  a  large  family,  five  of  whom  are 
yet  living. 

Henry  Rolfe  was  reared  to  the  arduous  duties 
Of  the  farm  and  it  was  but  natural  that  when 
starting  out  in  life  for  himself  V;e  should  choose 
agricultural  pursuits  as  his  occupation  in  life,  for 
bis  ancestors  bad  all  been  tillers  of  the  soil.  When 
n  young  man,  ho  came  to  Ogle  County,  111,  and  yas 
married,  in  .Scott  Township,  to  Miss  Adelaide  Ash¬ 
ton,  a  native  of  Mt.  Morris,  Livingston  County, 
N.  Y.j  born  May  19,  18-14,  and  the  daughter  of 
Sidney  and  Eliza  (Downs)  Ashton,  natives,  respect¬ 
ively,  Of  Pennsylvania  and  Vermont,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Ashton  resided  on  a  farm  ip  Alt.  Morris 
Township  for  many  years  ami  the  mother  died  on 
the  27th  of  September,  1866,  her  birthday,  while 
returning  from  a  visit  to  Illinois.  She  was  just 
fifty-five  years  of  age. 

Mr.  Ashton  spent  the  last  years  of  his  life  with 
his  daughter,  Mrs.  Rolfe,  in  Rockford,  and  received 
his  final  summons  on  the  7th  of  March,  1887,  when 
over  eighty-eight  years  of  age.  He  and  Airs.  Ashton 
were  members  of  the  Universalist  Church,  and,  in 
polities,  he  was  a  Democrat.  Their  children,  eight 
in  number,  are  all  living  but  one,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Rolfe  have  no  children.  They  attend  the  Christian 
Union  Church,  lake  an  active  interest  in  all  worthy 
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movements  and  are  classed  among  the  best  citizens 
of  tlie  county.  Mr.  Rolfe  is  the  owner  of  three 
hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  good  land  in  Scott 
Township,  Ogle  County,  this  State,  and  has  good, 
substantial  buildings  on  his  place.  He  also  owns 
soine  property  in  West  End  addition  to  the  city. 
He  came  to  Rockford  in  1877,  and  since  1883  he 
has  made  his  home  at  No.  710  North  Second 
Street. 

GUST  JOHNSON.  In  1877,  or  fifteen  years 
■  ago,  Mr.  Johnson  began  his  business  in  the 
’bus  and  express  line  with  a  single  horse, 
and  by  his  industry  and  excellent  business  acumen 
soon  accumulated  a  handsome  competence.  He 
now  does  a  largo  and  lucrative  business,  employs 
three  men  and  has  three  or  four  good  outfits.  The 
result  of  his  industry  and  able  management  is  that 
he  now  owns  a  fine  double  house  at  Nos.  116, 
and- 118  North  Third  Street,  and  is  also  a  stock¬ 
holder  in  the  Skandia  Plow  Company,  the  Rock¬ 
ford  Furniture  and  Undertaking  Company,  the 
Skandia  Hardware  Company,  and  is  interested  in 
the  Union  Grocery  Store  and  other  institutions. 

Mr.  Johnson  was  born  in  Jonkoping  Lnn,  Swe¬ 
den,  September  26,  1852,  and  remained  there 
until  fifteen  years  of  age,  or  in  1868,  when  he  came 
to  this  country  by  way  of  Quebec,  Canada.  He. 
subsequently  came  to  the  States,  passed  the  first 
two  yeqrs  laboring  on  a  farm,  and  with  the  money 
thus  earned  brought  his  parents  to  this  country. 
He  made  a  home  for  them  and  later  learned  the 
trade  of  a  gardener  and  florist,  being  in  the  employ 
of  G.  A.  Sanford  cfe  F.  II.  Manneyfor  a  number  of 
years.  Ilis  father,  John  Grabrilson,  was  a  tiller  of 
tliesoil  and  died  in  Rockford,  in  1875,  when  fifty- 
eight  years  of  age.  Ilis  mother  was  also  of  that 
age  when  her  death  occurred,  on  the  18th  of  Oc¬ 
tober,  1880.  Both  were  members  of  the  Lutheran 
Church.  Of  their  ‘sH-ga  fatuity  of  children,  Gust 
Johnson  was  the  eldest.  He  was  married  in  Rock¬ 
ford  to  Miss  Anna  Olson,  a  native  of  Wester  Goth¬ 
land  Province,  Sweden,  who  when  five  yeara  of 
age  was  brought  to  this  country  by  her  parents, 
Olof  and  Mari  ah  (Bringlesdauter)  Olson.  The 


mother,  who  had  always  been  a  member  of  the 
Lutheran  Church,  died  when  sixty  yoars  of  ago, 
but  the  father  is  still  living  and  is  now  residing 
on  Fourth  Avenue.  He,  also,  has  over  been  a  de¬ 
vout  Lutheran  in  his  religious  belief. 

Of  the  five  children  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John¬ 
son  two  are  deceased, one  who  died  in  infancy,  and 
a  daughter,  Edna  L.  Those  living  are  William  G. 
and  Ernest  V.  (twins),  who  so  closely  resemble 
each  other  that -is  difficult  to  tell  them  apart.  They 
are  bright  and  healthy,  and  about  twelve  years  of 
ago.  Arthur  L.  is  au  intelligent  little  fellow  of 
seven. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Johnson  are  active  members  of  the 
First  Swedish  Lutheran  Church  and  are  worthy 
and  esteemed  citizens.  Air.  Johnson  is  a  sound 
Republican  in  bis  political  views,  and  in  public 
movements  be  has  ever  taken  a  deep  interest,  but 
lias  never  been  an  office-seeker. 

— S-  - !— 

ETER  A.  LARSON,  who  does  an  extensive 
business  as  a  plaster  contractor,  was  born  on 
UP  the  island  of  Orland,  near  Sweden, February  7, 
1849.  Ilis  .fattier,  I-ars  Pearson,  died  when 
our  subject  was  only  nine  years  of  age.  Ilis 
mother  is  still  living  at  the  age  or  sixty-four  and 
yet  makes  her  home  in  Sweden.  She  is  a  mem¬ 
ber  of.  the  Lutheran  Church,  ns  was  her  husband. 
Three  children  of  the  family  are  living  in  this 
country.  A.  O.  Larson  works  for  his  brother  and 
is  married.  The  sister,  Louisa,  is  the  wife  of  Aug¬ 
ust  Johnson,  a  tailor  on  Second  Avenue. 

No  event  of  special  importance  occurred  during 
the  childhood  of  our  subject,  which  was  passed 
in  his  native  land,  where  lie  pnrtialljr  learned 
the  trade  of  a  plasterer.  The  year  1871  witnessed 
his  emigration  to  America.  He  sailed  in  the  spring 
and  landed  in  Now  York  City,  whence  he  made 
his  way  to  Chicago,  where  he  resided  for  two 
years,  there  completing  his  trade.  Ho  then  came 
to  Rockford,  in  1873,  and  lias  since  made  his  home 
in  this  city.  From  the  beginning,  his  trade  hns 
constantly  increased  and  by  good  work  and  mod¬ 
erate  prices  he  has  secured  a  liberal  patronage  and 
acquired  a  handsome  competence.  Ilis  handiwork 
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is  soon  in  many  of  the  leading  homes  in  this  city 
and  compares  favorably  with  any  done.  In  con¬ 
nection  with  work  at  his  trade,  lie  is  intoro^tesifV 
in  the  Rockford  Manufacturing  Company,  fs  a" 
stockholder  and  Director  in  the  Union  Grocorv 
Company  and  holds  somo  12,000  worth,  of  stoclc  in 
the  Swedish  Building  and  Loan  Association.  He 
owns  a  large  three-story  brick  store  and  flats,  a  val¬ 
uable  property,  located  at  No.  303  Seventh  Street, 
and  a  fine  brick  residence  at  No.  1 103  Third  Avenue, 
the  family  residence. 

A  marriage  ceremony  performed  in  this  city 
united  the  destinies  of  Mr.  Larson  and  Mrs.  Oleda 
C.  (Lundwall)  Borg,  who  was  born  in  Sweden,  May 
17,  1853,  and  when  a  maiden  of  fourteen  summers 
came  to  this  country.  She  afterwards  gave  her 
hand  in  marriage  to  S.  A.  Borg,  a  Swedish  gentle¬ 
man  and  . a  mason  by  trade,  who  died  in  1877,  at 
the  age  of  twenty-seven  years.  One  child  was 
born  of  this  union,  A.  Leonard,  who  is  a  graduate 
of  tlie  Rockford  Business  College  mid  now  occu¬ 
pies  a  position  ms  book-keeper  with  the  firm  of  Carl¬ 
son*  Co.,  on  Seventh  Street.  Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Larson  was  born  a  family  of  seven  children,  three 
of  whom  are  now  deceased,  two  named  respec¬ 
tively  Arthur,  and  Harold.  The  living  are  Ellen 
C.,  Gertie  A., Elmer  E.  and  Hazel  V.,  and  all  under 
the  parental  roof.  With  the  First  Lutheran  Church 
the  parents  hold  membership  and  in  social  circles 
they  mnk., high.  In  iris  political  views,  Mr.  Larson 
is  a  Republican. 

|j%  ANIEL  BEERS,  deceased,  was  one  of  the  first 
!jyf  settlers  of  Winnebago  County,  and  it  may  be 
3^  truly  said  that  lie.  was  one  of  its  most  es¬ 
teemed  citizens.  He  came  to  this  county  when 
there  was  one  store  and  a  few  log  cabins  in  Rock¬ 
ford,  and  the  same  year  took  up  Government 
land  in  what  is  now  Guilford  Township,  his  house 
being  one  of  the  lirst  in  that  township.  There, 
with  the  boundless  prairie  stretching  on  every  side 
and  with  neighbors  many  miles  distant,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Beers  settled  down  to  the  duties  of  life.  For 
a  number  of  years  they  experienced  many  hard¬ 
ships  and  privations,  hut  they  finally  gut  a  start, 


and  thoir  subsequent  prosperous  career  was  the  re- 
|  suit.  In  those  early  days,  they  took  all  their  grain 
\ ■■  to  Chicago  with  ox-teams  and  many  were  the  mis- 
s^baps  that  occurred  in  crossing  streams,  for  there, 
were  no  bridges.  There  were  no  churches,  but  it 
must  not  be  supposed  there  were  no  meetings,  for 
the  few  neighbors  would  meet  at  each,  other’s  homes 
and  have  a  season  of  prayer  and  thanksgiving. 
Mr.  Boers’  log  house  was  the  scene  of  many  a  relio-- 
ious  gathming,  and  his  good  wife  would  got  sup¬ 
per  for  tlie  whole  congregation.  All  in  the  com¬ 
munity  wore  Methodists  and  when  they  met  to¬ 
gether  they  enjoyed  themselves  as  only  Methodists 
can. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Beers  resided  for  many  years 
on  the  farm  they  had  improved  in  every  way,  and 
then  moved  to  Monroe,  Wis.,  where,  they  resided 
for  seven  years.  They  owned  a  farm  near  that 
city.  About  I860,  they  came  to  Rockford  and  here 
Mr.  Beers’  death  occurred  in  1880,  when  seventy 
years  of  age.  Liberal,  generous,  and  high-minded 
his  life  was  filled  with  good  deeds.  lie  was  a 
model  American  citizen.  A  Methodist  in  liis  re¬ 
ligious  belief,  ho  was  one  of  the  leading  men  of 
his  church,  and  was  Class-Leader  for  many  years. 
Ho  was  a  Republican  in  politics  and  a  strict  tem¬ 
perance  man.  In  pioneer  days,  when  his  first 
barn  was  to  be  raised,  and  whiskey  was  expected 
on  such  occasions,  he  informed  his  neighbors  that 
no  whiskey  was  to  be  given,  but  that  his  wife 
would  give  them  a  fine  supper. 

Mr.  Beers  was  born  in  Pennsylvania  and  reared 
on  a  farm  in  that  State.  When  a  youn<£man  he 
went  to  LeRoy,  N.  Y.,  and  was  married  there  to 
Miss  Mary  llerriek,  a  native  of  that  city.  She  is 
now  past  tlie  eightieth  milestone  of  her  life  but  is 
still  quick  and  active,  and  is  one  of  the  most  pleas¬ 
ant  and  agreeable  old  ladles  to  meet.  She  has  en¬ 
deavored  to  make.  Iter  life  a  useful  one  and  to 
follow  tlie  teachings  of  the  Golden  Rule.  She  yet 
lives  in  the  kind  remembrances  of  the  good  old 
days  of  yore  and  her  reministvnees  of  them  are 
very  interesting. 

Mrs.  Beers  became  the  mother  of  a  largo  family 
of  children,  and  of  them  these  are  deceased:  John, 
William  1).,  James,  Henry  and  Lucius.  All  died 
young  but  Henry,  who  was  married.  The  children 
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now  living  are  Matilda,  wife  of  Willard  Con  vers, 
,  a  fanner  of  Guilford  Township;  Louisa  M.,  wife 
of  Russell  Marsh,  a  farmer  of  Guilford  Township; 
Richard,  a  wealthy  farmer  of  Nebraska,  married 
Miss  Rhoda  Marsh;  Ella  is  the  wife  of  a  Mr.  Camp¬ 
bell,  a  farmer  of  Nebraska;  Sarah,  wife  of  Alfred 
Ufford,  now  resides  on  a  farm  in  Iowa;  Flora,  wife 
of  David  Ralston;  Lucy,  wife  of  Henry  Thompson, 
a  farmer  of  Nebraska,  and  Olive  resides  in  Butte 
City,  Mont.,  and  is  a  dressmaker  there. 


*&4T 


NDERS  J.  ANDERSON,  a  successful 
farmer, who  rents  and  operates  two  hundred 
and  seventy  acres  of  well-improved  and 
valuable  land  in  Rockford  Township,  was 
born  in  Sweden,  October  28,  1848.  His  mother 
died  in  that  land  when  our  subject  was  only  four¬ 
teen  years  of  age.  His  father  was  born  in  the  same 
province  as  Anders  and  followed  the  occupation 
of  farming  throughout  his  entire  life.  He  was  a 
second  time  married  and  some  eight  years  later  the 
family  emigrated  to  the  New  World,  in  1875.  The 
father  is  now  living  at  the  age  of  eighty-two 
years  and  his  wife  is  about  sevontv-six  years  of 
age.  Both  have  been  life-long  members  of  the 
Lutheran  Church. 

Our  subject  is  the  eldest  of  the  family  and  was 
the  first  to  come  to  America.  One  brother,  Claus 
II.  Anderson,  is  now  ft  fanner  of  Cherry  Valley 
TownsMp,  where  he  resides  with  his  family.  Gust 
and  August  both  died  in  childhood.  Anders 
crossed  the  Atlantic  in  1870,  and  for  a  time  resided 
in  Chicago,  Ill.,  after  which  he  made  his  homo  for 
one  year  in  Stephenson  County.  He  has  been  "a 
resident  of  Winnebago  County  for  seventeen 
years  and  for  thirteen  years  has  resided  upon  the 
farm  which  he  now  occupies.  He  is  an  enterprising 
farmer  and  industrious  man  and  is  widely  known 
in  this  community. 

Mr.  Anderson  was  married  in  the  city  of  Rock¬ 
ford  to  Mrs.  Johanna  Hallgren,  nee  Johnson.  She 
was  born  in  Sweden,  October  9,  1832,  and  when  a 
young  lady  came  to  this  country.  Her  parents, 
Joseph  and  Anna  (Swanson)  Johnson,  were  natives 
of  Sweden,  where  they  spent  their  entire  lives  as 


farming  people,  dying  at  the  ages  of  eighty-two 
and  eighty-seven  yearn,  respectively.  They'  were 
members  of  the  Lutheran  Church  and  wore  worthy 
and  respected  people. 

Mrs,  Anderson  is  the  youngest  of  three  daugh¬ 
ters.  Charlotte,  who  came  to  tho  United  Slates  in 
the  year  18G4,  is  now  the  wife  of  John  Lidell,  a 
cabinet-maker  in  the  employ  of  the  Standard  Fur¬ 
niture  Company;  Mary  came  to  the  United  States 
and  located  in  Rockford  in  1879,  and  is  now  the 
wife  of  Gust  Rappson.  The  wife  of  our  subject 
crossed  the  water  in  18(58,  and  has  since  resided  in 
Rockford.  She  was  first  married  to  John  Ilal  Igrcn , 
wlubSims  born  and  reared  in  Sweden,  and  in  18G8 
emigrated  to  this  country,  lie  became  a  resident 
of  Rockford  and  after  his  marriage  settled  upon  a 
farm  near  that  city,  where  his  death  occurred  at  the 
ago  of  thirty-seven.  In  politics,  ho  was  a  Repub¬ 
lican,  was  a  member  of  tho  Lutheran  Church  and  a 
good  citizen.  He  died  respected  by  all,  and  at  his 
death  left  a  daughter,  Ellen,  an  accomplished  and 
intelligent  young  lady,  who  resides  with  her  mother. 
Mr,  Anderson  takes  an  active  interest  in  political 
affairs,  votes  with  the  Republican  party  and  is  a 
stalwart  supporter  of  its  principles.  lie  and  his 
wife  both  hold  membership  with  the  Lutheran 
Church  and  are  active,  workers  in  its  interests,  aid¬ 
ing  in  its  upbuilding  in  all  possible  ways. 

; „  _  r~g — ^ 

ffOYAL  ITANCE,  widely  and  favorably  known 
iC  throughout  Recatonica  Township,  is  one  of 
-  '  \  the  tvell-to-do  farmers  of  this  section.  The 

^  family  occupies  a  high  position  in  social 
circles,  and  Air.  Ilance  may  be  properly  classed 
among  the  representative  men  who  are  uniformly 
found  cm  the  side  of  enterprises  calculated  lo  pro¬ 
mote  the  best  interests  of  the  community. 

Our  subject  was  born  November  30,  1834,  in 
Seneca  County,  Ohio,  and  is  a  son  of  Thomas  and 
Pha'be(I)cWitt)  Ilance;  his  mother  was  born  hi  Cay¬ 
uga  County,  N.  Y.  The  paternal  grandparents  of 
our  subject  wore  Adam  and  Elizabeth  (Bunn) 
Ilance,  the  former  passing  away  in  his  .seventy- 
seventh  year,  and  his  wife  when  seventy  years  of 
age. 
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. liie  11  r°  ()f  Hnnoc,  a  brother  of  our  subject,  ; 

will  be  found  portrayed  on  another  page  in  this  I 
volume,  Lo  which  sketch  the  reader  is  referred  for 
the  family  history.  Ho  of  whom  we  write  remained 
at  homo  until  twenty-three  years  of  age,  when  ho 
was  married,  November  12,  1803,  to  Li  blue  Kel¬ 
logg,  who  was  born  July  2,  1842,  in  Kt.  Lawrence 
County,  N.  Y.  Mrs.  Ounce  is  the  daughter  of 
Albert  and  Nancy  (McDonald)  Kellogg,  the  Me 
Donalds  coming  from  Scotland.  The '  father  of 
Mrs.  ITance  was  a  son  of  David  and  Henrietta 
(Wells)  Kellogg,  both  of  whom  died  in  Messina, 

N.  aged  respectively  ninety  and  eighty-four 
years. 

Royal  Ilancc  is  one  of  the  best-known  men  in 
Winnebago  County,  as  soon  after  his  marriage  he 
located  on  a  part  of  the  land  his  father  had  taken 
up  from  the  Government,  which  has  been  his  home 
up  to  the  present  time.  His  estate  comprised  sixty 
acres,  to  which  he  lias  since  added  thirty-four  acres 
and  has  the  entire  amount  und^r  the  best  of  culti¬ 
vation.  Mr.  ami  Mrs.  Hanee  have  become  the 
parents  of  four  children,  one  of  whom  died  in  in¬ 
fancy;  Karl  C.,  who  was  born  December  8,  18(54, 
married  Miss  Hattie  Martin  and  has  one  son;  Ray 
D.,  who  was  born  August  15,  1872,  is  a  graduate 
of  the  Peeatoniea  High  School,  and  resides  with 
his  parents;  LuMont,  who  was  bom  November  12, 
187(5,  is  also  at  home.  ’ 


1  \v>AVm  Vt  MKSJCIv,  who  is  at  present  resid- 
\Jj  ing  in  Rockford,  was  born  in  Athens,  Greene 
County,  N.  Y.,  January  2,  1824.  His  father 
was  a  native  of  that  State,  where,  as  far  as  known, 
his  grandfather  was  horn,  The  latter  named  gen¬ 
tleman  was  a  farmer,  and  departed  this  life  in  Al¬ 
bany  County,  Peter  Mcsiek  was  reared  in  his 
native  State  and  followed  the  occupation  of  a 
farmer  until  reaching  forty  years  of  ago,  when  lie 
learned  the  trade  of  a  stonemason.  He  later  re¬ 
moved  from  Albany  to  Cayuga  County,  where  he 
made  his  home  till  the  fail  of  1854,  at  which  time 
lie  came  to  Illinois  and  located  in  Rockford,  where 
he  died. 


I  he  mother  of  our  subject  was  known  in  her 
maidenhood  as  Sarah  Romer.  She  was  born  in 
Albany  County,  N,  Y.,  and  became  the  mother  of 
thirteen  children,  viz:  Catherine,  Henry,  Jacob, 
David  P.,  Andrew,  Margaret,  Sarah,  Joseph,  Lydia* 
J.,  Peter,  Clmuneey,  William  L.  and  Kate  R.  Jacob 
served  in  the  late  war  and  died  soon  after  its  close; 
Wi  iliam  was  also  a  soldier  in  that  struggle. 

The  original  of  tin's  sketch  was  "very  young 
when  his  parents  moved  to  Albany  County,  and 
was  a  lad  of  seven  years  when  they  made  their 
homo  in  Cayuga  County.  There  he  was  reared 
and  educated,  and  in  early  life  learned  the  trade 
of.a  enrpemor  and  joiner,  serving  an  apprentice¬ 
ship  of  five  years.  lie  worked  as  a  journeyman 
for  a  time  and  afterward  became  a  contractor.  In 
1854,  he.  came  to  Rockford,  arriving  here  on  the 
16th  of  November.  He  at  once  began  bis  trade 
of  contractor  and  builder,  at  which  business  he 
was  employed  for  seventeen  years.  At  the  ex¬ 
piration  of  that  time,  lie  purchased  a  farm  in 
Cherry  \nlky  Township,  and  was  engaged  in  its 
cultivation  for  twelve  years.  Then,  making  his 
home  in  Rockford,  he  has  resided  since  that  time 
in  a  pleasant  residence  on  Gatlin  .Street. 

Susan  Cram,  who  was  horn  in  the  town  of  Kevs- 
ville,  Clinton  County,  N,  Y.,  February  25,  1829, 
became  the  wife  of  our  subject  October  5,  1862.’ 
Mis.  Mesiek  was  the  daughter  of  Jacob  Cram,  a 
native  of  New  England,  where  his  father,  Kben- 
ozer  Cram,  was  also  born.  The  grandfather  of 
Mrs.  Mcsiek  was  a  shoemaker  by  trade  and  spent 
Ins  last  days  in  the  town  of  Semiett,  Onondaga 
County,  N,  Y.  Her  father  removed  from  Yer- 
numt  to  Clinton  County,  N.  Y.,  and  thence  to 
Onondaga  County  in  October,  1833,  the  journey 
being  made  via  Lake  Champlain  and  Erie  Canal 
He.  resided  in  the  town  of  Eibridgc  until  1846, 
when  he  came  to.  Illinois,  accompanied  by  his 
wife  and  live  children. 

At  that  time  Rockford  was  little  more  than  a 
village  and  neighbors  in  the  surrounding  country 
were  few  and  far  between.  Mr.  (’ram  settled  on 
the  west  side  of  the  river,  where  he  made  his 
home  for  a  few  months,  and  then  leased  a  farm 
which  he  cultivated  one  year.  Then,  on  account 
of  ill-health,  he  returned  to  Rockford  and  resided 
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there  until  his  decease.  The  maiden  name  of  the 
mother  of  Mrs.  Mesioit  was  Arinina  Perry;  she  was 
reared  in  Clinton  County,  N.  Y.,  and  was  the 
daughter  of  Eli  Perry,  Our  subject  and  his  wife 
arc  members  of  the  State  Street  Baptist  Church. 
Mr.  Mustek  voted  the  Republican  ticket  until  the 
organization  of  the  Prohibition  part}",  when  lie 
joined  its  ranks. 

The  portrait  of  Air.  Mcsick  adds  value  to  the 
record  of  the  county  which  ho  has  aided  so  ma¬ 
terially  in  developing. 


V-ILLIAM  ATKINSON,  a  well-known  resi¬ 
dent  of  Rockford  and  an  honored  pioneer 
of  the  county  of  1837,  was  born  in  Cum¬ 
berland  County,  England.  January  It,  IBIS.  His 
father,  .Tames  Atkinson, was  also  born  iu  that  county 
and  married  Jane  Foster,  a  native  of  the  same  lo¬ 
cality.  After  the  birth  of  six  of  their  children, 
they  emigrated  to  Americas  sailing  from  England 
on  the  8th  of  May,  1882,  and  landed  in  Quebec, 
Canada,  after  a  voyage  of  seven  weeks.  They 
spent  a  little  more  than  a  year  in  that  country, 
after  which  they  became  residents  of  Syracuse,  N.  Y., 
where  the  father  and  his  son  followed  the  carpen¬ 
ter's  trade.  The  year  .1837  witnessed  their  arrival 
in  Winnebago  County,  Hi.,  and  a  settlement  was 
made  in  Harrison  Township,  whore  the  father  died 
some  eight  years  later,  at  the  age  of  fifty-eight 
years.  Ilis  wife  survived  him  two  years,  dying  at 
the  age  of  sixty-two.  In  polities,  Mr.  Atkinson 
was  a  Whig.  He  and  his  wife  were  members  of  the 
Methodist  Church,  and  lived  quiet,  unassuming 
lives,  worthy  of  the  esteem  in  which  they  were 
held.  Our  subject  is  the  only  son  of  the  family 
now  living.  However,  he  has  four  sisters,  all  mar¬ 
ried,  one  residing  in  Marengo,  another  in  Iowa 
and  the  remaining  two  in  this  county. 

William  Atkinson  of  this  sketch  remained  in  the 
land  of  his  birth  until  twenty  years  of  age  and 
learned  the  carpenter’s  trade  under  his  father, 
with  whom  lie  worked  in  Syracuse,  N.  Y.,  for  some 
years,  as  before  stated.  For  more  than  half  a  cen¬ 
tury,  be  has  resided  in  this  county  and  has  been 
prominently  identified  with  its  upbuilding,  Ilis 


first  location  was  in  Harrison  Township,  where  he 
obtained  (Jovmnnent  land,  and  after  building  a 
log  cabin,  began  life  in  true  pioneer  style,  experi¬ 
encing  many  hardships  and  trials  of  frontier  life. 
In  those  days  their  market  was  Chicago  or  Milwau¬ 
kee,  and  as  roads  were  poor  it  -was  often  a  hard 
task  to  reach  those  places.  About  183!),  he  formed 
a  partnership  with  Mr.  El  wood,  an  Englishman, 
and  they  began  operating  a  distillery,  but  wore  nn- 
itucccssful,  and  Mr.  Atkinson  lost  all  he  had  and 
was  forced  to  begin  life  anew,  From  that,  lime,  he 
gave  his  entire  attention  to  agricultural  pursuits 
and  improved  nearly  three  bundled  acres  of  land. 
This  is  divided  info  two  farms,  furnished  with 
two  sets  of  buildings  and  is  highly  cultivated  and 
improved.  The  old  home  is  situated  on  section  2(>, 
Harrison  Township,  and  there  Sir.  Atkinson  resided 
until  September,  1800,  when  he  came  to  Rockford, 
and  has  since  lived  a  retired  life  at  his  present 
home  at  No.  UK)  West  State  Street.  He  built 
this  residence  and  four  other  nice  places  on  the 
same  block,  including  a  compartment  house, 

Mr.  Atkinson  was  first  married,  near  Syracuse, 
N.  Y..  to  Miss  Nancy  lichee,  who  was  born  in  Eng¬ 
land,  and  during  her  childhood  came  to  this 
country  with  her  parents,  who  died  in  the  Empire 
State.  Her  death  occurred  in  La  Salic  County,  Ill., 
at  the  age  of  twenty-seven.  She  died  in  the  faith 
of  the  Methodist  Church.  'Hie  second  wife  of  Mr. 
Atkinson  was  Miss  Lucy  Phillips,  a  native  of  Ohio, 
who  was  a  true  helpmate  and  companion  to  her 
husband  for  forty  years,  She  died  when  past  the 
age  of  sixty,  leaving  twelve  children,  two  of  whom 
are  now  deceased  :  Hiram,  who  died  in  childhood: 
and  Ueorge,  who  was  killed  at  the  battle  of 
Chickasaw  Mountain  while  lighting  for  the  Union 
during  the  late  war.  Nancy  is  the  wife  of  IT. 
Collins,  of  Rockford;  James,  who  wedded  Miss 
Oaylord,  resides  in  Beloit,  Mis.;  Charles,  a  farmer 
of  Sheldon  Township,  wedded  Zetta  Conklin;  Jane, 
who  married  Robert  Oliver,  lives  in  Rockford; 
Marilki  is  the  wife  of  David  Kinney,  a  farmer  of 
Rook  Rapids,  Iowa;  Mary  A.  is  the  wife  of  II. 
Douglas,  of  Rockford;  Thomas,  who  married  Mary 
Shepardson,  is  a  farmer  of  Harrison  Township; 
William,  a  resident  of  Rock  ton,  married  Lydia 
Leflfomvoll;  Frank,  a  commercial  traveler  residing 
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in  Racine,  Wis.,  married  Minnie  Baker,  who  is  now 
deceased,  ami  Lucy,  who  married  Fred  Morgan, 
lives  in  Rockford. 

For  his  next;  wife,  Mr.  Atkinson  chose  Maggie 
Miller,  who  died  a  few  years  laler.  His  present 
wife  was  Mrs.  Elizabeth  (Van  Dike)  Wisliop,  who 
was  married,  in  New  Jersey,  to  Samual  Van  Ars-  I 
dale,  who  died  fighting  for  his  country.  She  then  j 
came  to  Illinois,  and  in  this  county  married  Andrew  j 
Wisliop,  who  died  in  middle  life.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Atkinson  attend  the  Court  Street  Methodist  Church, 
of  which  Mrs.  Atkinson  is  a  member.  He  is 
a  stanch  Republican  in  polities,  and  voted  both 
for  William  Henry  Harrison  and  Benjamin  Ham- 
soil.  He  has  held  many  local  oiliees,  including 
that  of  Supervisor,  which  he  has  held  for  seven- 
teep  years,  and  his  public  duties  were  ever  prompt- 
ly  and  faithfully  discharged.  As  an  upright  man, 
a  valued  citizen  and  an  honored  pioneer,  he  well 
deserves  representation  in  this  volume. 


|  a  drug  store  on  East  State  Street,  and  was  thm 
j  engaged  for  a  number  of  years,  having  for  a  part- 
j  ner  J.  F.  Harding.  This  business  prospered  until 
tlie  death  of  Mr.  Harding,  about  1867,  when  Mr. 
Potter  withdrew  from  the  business  and  retired. 
During  his  early  days  in  Winnebago  County ,  lie 
bad  been  the  owner  of  a  good  farm  and  this  lie 
carried  on  for  some  time  before  he  went  into  the 
drug  business.  He  took  much  interest  in  politics 
and  supported  the  principles  of  the  Republican 
party.  lie  was  a  man  of  excellent  business  quali¬ 
fications  and  good  habits,  and  a  citizen  who  bad 
the  highest  regard  of  all  who  knew  him.  He  wit¬ 
nessed  many  changes  in  the  country  and  was  a 
potent  factor  in  its  growth  and  development.  lie 
had  two  brothel's,  Hubble  and  Herman  Potter, 
both  now  deceased,  who  were  early  settlers  of 
Winnebago  County.  The  former  was  a  promi¬ 
nent  dry-goods  merchant  and  later  a  banker  of 
Rockford,  lie  was  one  of  the  pioneers  of  the  city 
and  was  a  well-known  business  man.  The  latter 
was  a  prosperous  farmer,  Joel  R.  Potter  selected 


JOEL  B.  POTTER  (deceased)  was  horn  in 
Sherman  Township,  Fairfield  County,  Conn. 
July  25,  1810,  and  died  in  Rockford,  No¬ 
vember  80,  1880.  Ho  was  sixteen  years  old 
when  his  parents,  William  (’.  and  Anna  (Ilubble) 
Potter,  moved  to  Orleans  County,  N.  Y.  Agricul¬ 
tural  pursuits  had  been  the  father’s  chief  occupa¬ 
tion  in  life  and  at  that  he  prospered.  The  father 
and  mother  wore  members  of  the  Congregational  j 
Church  in  Fairfield  and  members  of  the  Presbyte-  i 
rian  Church,  of  Orleans  County,  and  both  were  i 
worthy  and  exemplary  people.  They  passed  the 
remainder  of  their  days  in  that  county,  the  father 
dying  when  over  eighty  years  of  age  and  the 
mother  when  over  seventy.  They  reared  a  large 
family  of  children,  a  number  of  whom  arc  still  re¬ 
siding  in  Orleans  Couuty. 

Joel  Ik  Potter  received  the  advantages  of  a 
good  collegiate  education  and  had  prepared 
himself  to  enter  the  Presbyterian  ministry.  Fail¬ 
ing  health,  however,  caused  him  to  abandon  this, 
and  although  in  after  years  his  health  was  restored, 
he  never  entered  the  pulpit.  He  came  to  Rock¬ 
ford,  HL,  in  1839,  and  after  some  years  purchased 


ns  his  companion  in  life  Miss  Adeline  Lathrop,  a 
native  of  Vermont,  horn  May  18,  1813,  and  their 
nuptials  wore  celebrated  in  Genesee  County, N.  Y., 
in  July,  1836.  Mrs.  Potter  was  reared  and  edu¬ 
cated  in  Genesee  CouiVty  and  there  made  her 
borne  until  her  marriage.  .She  is  a  lady  of  much 
business  ability  and  siney-  the  death  of  her  hus¬ 
band  has  managed  his  affairs  with  excellent  judg¬ 
ment.  Her  parents,  Adgate  and  Martha  (Moss) 
Lathrop,  were  natives  of  Connecticut,  hut  emi¬ 
grated  to  Vermont  in  early  life  and  were  there 
married.  Mr.  Lathrop  followed  the  combined 
business  of  carpenter,  joiner  and  farmer,  and  was 
|  fairly  successful  in  all,  hi  1816,  the  family  moved 
to  Genesee  County,  N.  Y.,  and  there  the  parents 
died  when  seventy-five  and  .eighty  years  of  age, 
respectively.  They  were  Baptists  in  their  relig¬ 
ious  views.  Mrs.  Potter  is  one  of  ten  children, 
but  only  a  brother,  Harry  Lathrop,  of  Otsego, 
Mich.,  aM  a  sister,  Sirs.  Orange  Sherman,  of 
Buffalo,  Y.,  besides  herself,  are  now  living. 
Mrs.  Potter  is  the  mother  of  seven  children;  two 
died  in  infancy,  and  airs.  Mary  Willis  died 
when  twenty-two  years  of  age.  Those  living 
are:  Caroline  A.,  who  was  the  wife  of  Col.  C.  M 


an  ox-soldier;  Harriet  J.,  widow  of  J.  F.  Harding  years  and  ho  lias  spent  almost  his  entire  life  in  this 

(formerly  a  partner  with  our  subject),  is  now  ro-  county.  His  father  was  the  owner  of  about  eight 

siding  on  Oak  Street,  Rockford;  Francis  L.  has  hundred  acres  of  land  in  this  vicinity;  ho  also  had 

'  tition  a  teacher  iit  the  High  Schools  in  Chicago  for  large  possessions  in  Iowa,  and  in  Staton  Island.  His 

the  past  twenty  years  and  is  a  prominent  educator;  various  financial  enterprises  proved  remunerative 

and  Laura  J.  is  the  wife  of  Edward  S.  Gregory,  and  placed  him  on  a  solid  footing  as  a  capitalist, 

who  owns  a  wholesale  and  retail  store  in  sanitary  He  died  at  his  home,  two  miles  south  of  Rockford, 

goods  and  heating  apparatus  on  Stato  Street,  Rock-  in  1865.  His  wife  survived  him  many  years,  pass- 

ford.  All  his  life  Mr.  Potter  was  a  consistent  ing  awa f  January  1,  1890,  at  the  ago  of  seventy- 

member  of  the  Westminister  Presbyterian  Church  five  years,  at  the  home  of  her  son,  our  subject.  Mr. 

and  Mrs.  Potter  is  a  worthy  member  of  the  same.  Brantingham,  Sr.,  was  a  firm  Republican  in  his  po- 

The  Potter  family  occupies  a  leading  position  in  lilieal  affiliations,  and  with  his  wife  held  member- 

Rockford  society.  Mrs.  Potter  is  well  preserved  ship  in  the  Episcopal  Church, 

for  her  years,  her  hair  is  scarcely  tinged  with  gray  All  the  local  interests  of  Rockford  have  been 
and  she  walks  with  the  elasticity  of  youth.  heartily  promoted  by  Mr.  Brantingham,  who  has 

endorsed  all  measures  having  for  their  object  the 
—•5-  - ■ - progress  of  the  religious,  educational,  moral  and 

philanthropic  status  of  the  city.  He  is  a  pro- 
Sr^OBERT  M.  BRANTINGHAM.  The  com-  ndtinced  Republican  in  his  political  belief,  and  i«- 
Irm  m0^"l0us>  two-story  brick  residence  at  No.  variably  casts  bis  ballot  and  gives  lua  inlluenee  to 
&mVl  401  Horsman  Street  is  owned  and  occu-  jpport  of  the  principles  which  he  considers 

pied  by  the  gentlemau  whoso  name  intro-  ikwndapted  to  our  Government.  He  is  a  stook- 

duces  these  paragraphs,  and  who  has  become  well-  holder  of  the  Rockford  Watch  Company,  and  is 

to-do  through  judicious  investments  in  real  estate,  interested  in  various  other  establishments  and 

Coming  to  Winnebago  County  in  1855,  he  has  organizations  which  have  been  of  great  value  to 
since  been  an  important  factor  in  the  growth  of  the  city, 
the  county,  and  especially  in  the  progress  of  Rock¬ 
ford,  which  he  has  seen  change  from  an  unimport-  \  / 

g,nt  village,  to  a  city  numbering  twenty-five  thoiis-  /  ’  "  +==>K~ss* 

and  people.  In  addition  to  valuable  land  in 


Rockfodjl,  he  owns  considerable  real  estate  in  .South 
Chicago. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  Robert  M.  Branting- 
liam,  Sr.,  was  a  native  of  Staten  Island,  where  he 
grew  to  man’s  estate.  He  engaged  for  some  years 
in  business  in  New  York  City,  meanwhile  contin¬ 
uing  his  residence  on  Staten  Island.  lie  was  mar¬ 
ried  on  the  island  of  his  birth  to  Miss  Jane 
Simonson,  who  was  there  horn  and  reared,  her  par¬ 
ents  being  New  York  people  and  well-to-do.  The 
parents  of  our  subject  had  a  family  of  three  sons 
and  seven  daughters;  of  these  two  sons  and  two  j 
daughters  are  deceased.  All  of  the  children  have  ] 
married  excepting  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  who 


&ARTLMY  S.  GIELDSETH.  During  the  eom- 
'•  paratively  brief  time  in  which  our  subject 
lms  been  engaged  in  business  in  Durand,  lie 
has  built  up  a  line  trade  as  the  proprietor 
of  a  meat  market,  being  a  member  of  the  llrm  of 
Funnell  Jr.  Gieldseth.  He  was  born  in  llamnier- 
fest,  Norway,  February  28,  1857,  and  is  the  son 
I  of  B.  II.  and  Eliza  (Patterson)  Gieldseth.  The 
family  resided  in  Norway  until  1872,  where  the 
father  was  a  baker  by  trade,  which  business 
our  subject  also  followed  together  with  that  of  a 
printer.  The  elder  Mr.  Gieldseth  died  in  his 
native  country  in  1870,  in  his  sixty- first  year. 

He  of  whom  we  write  was  the  eldest  hut  one  in 


is  the  eldest  member  of  the  family.  a  family  of  five  children,  his  brothers  and  sisters 

When  the  parental  family  sought  a  home  in  being  Thomas;  Nicoline,  who  is  a  teacher  of 
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music,;  Christine  unci  Amanda,  the  two  latter  of 
whom  keep  houso  for  our  subject.  The  family 
sot  sail  for  the  Now  World  in  1872,  and  arriving 
hero  located  injpnrand,  whore  the  mother  departed 
Q  this  life  Ma/217^891. 

Upon  locating  in  Winnebago  County,  Mr,  Giold- 
seth  purchased  land  in  Laona  Township,  and  fol¬ 
lowed  fanning  for  twelve  years,  during  which 
time,  by  the  quiet  course  of  persistent  effort  and 
constant  dovofcRm  to  duty,  he  left  poverty  far 
behind  and  accumulated  a  handsome  property. 
In  188G,  our  subject  engaged  in  bis  present  business 
in  company  with  James  Punnell.  They  also  deal  ex¬ 
tensively  in  live-stock  and  do  a  general  packing 
business. 

Hartley  8.  Gieldscth  and  Miss  Anna  Carder  wore 
united  in  marriage  in  1878.  The  lady  was  the 
daughter  of  Ole  Carder  and  was  horn  in  Rook 
Grove,  April  28,  1851).  Hlio  boic  her  husband 
three  children,  Raymond,  Earl  and  Anna,  and  de- 
.  parted  this  life  July  2,  1884.  Our  subject,  relig¬ 
iously,  is  an  influential  member  of  the  Lutheran 
Church,  In  politics,  ho  votes  with  tho  Democratic 
party  hut  does  not  aspire  to  office  as  ho  prefers  to 
givo  his  time  to  his  private  interests.  lie  is  a 
member  of  Durand  Lodge  No.  302,  A.  P.  A  A.  M., 
and  is  also  connected  with  Durand  Camp  of  the 
Modern  Woodmen.  Mr.  Gieldscth  still  owns 
his  farm  property  of  eighty  acres  in  Laona  Town¬ 
ship,  which  is  under  an  excellenlstate  of  improve¬ 
ment,  and  in  addition  to  that  lias  considerable'  real 
estate  in  Durand. 


Ei)1)Y'  IJ1  lx,int‘  energy,  enterprise 
(|  jj!  and  determination,  the  subjeet  of  this  notice 
is  looked  upon  as  one  of  the  leading  men 
of  Rockford,  where  he  has  a  beautiful  home  lo¬ 
cated  on  Main  Street.  Ho  was  born  in  Bumilvillo, 
R.  I.,  August  28,  1804,  and  is  a  son  of  John  Eddy, 
a  native  of  that  place,  as  was  also  his  father,  Ste¬ 
phen  Eddy,  The  latter-named  gentleman  was  a 
farmer  and  spent  his  entire  life  in  Burrillvillc, 
The  father  of  our  subject  inherited  a  portion  of 
the  old  homestead  and  there  resided  until  his 
death,  The  maiden  name  of  his  wife  was  Morey  I 


”  Sayles,  who  was  born  in  the  same  town  as  was  her 
'  husband  and  departed  this  life  on  the  old  home 
1  farm. 

I'  Tho  parental  family  of  our  subject  included  five 
sons  anti  one  daughter,  namely;  Celia,  our  subject, 
Esten  0.,  Elliott  15.,  John  S.  and  Marcius.  The 
original  of  tin's  sketch  was  reared  and  educated  in 
his  native  town,  where  ho  attended  the  common 
school,  and  Tier  reaching  his  majority  engaged  in 
the  mercantile  business  in  the  village  of  Pascoag, 
and  continued  to  be  so  employed  for  thirteen 
years.  In  1840,  he  removed  to  Mobile,  Ala.,  of 
which  city  he  was  a  resident  for  four  years,  dur¬ 
ing  the  greater  part  of  that  time  being  engaged 
as  a  wood  merchant.  From  there  lie  went°to 
New  Orleans  in  1844,  and  was  engaged  on  a  levee 
for  a  twelvemonth,  returning  thence  to  Rhode 
Island  and  locating  at  Biackstone.  Iu  1851,  lie 
went  to  California  via  the  Nicaragua  route,  bein«- 
a  passenger  on  the  second  boat  which  ever  made 
the  journey  over  that  route.  For  two  years  he 
followed  mining  pursuits  in  the  far  West,  and 
afterward  engaged  in  the  real-estate  business  at 
Downieville,  where  lie  has  built  and  sold  several 
houses  at  a  handsome  advance.  Later,  in  1856,  he 
returned  to  Panama,  and  from  there  pursued ’the 
homeward  journey. 

In  1861,  Mr.  Eddy  came  West  to  Illinois  and 
purchased  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  land 
near  the  city  of  Rockford,  and  three  years  later 
became  the  owner  of  the  farm  which  Ik;  now  owns 
and  occupies  and  which  is  pleasantly  located  one- 
half  mile  from  tho  city.  Our  subject  has  been 
twice  married;  bis  first  wife,  Azubah  Mathewson 
was  born  in  Burriliville,  R.  I.,  and  departed  this 
life  in  Biackstone  in  1850.  Mr.  Eddy  was  then 
married  to  Lucy  Carpenter,  a  native  of  Charlton, 
Mass,  lie  became  the  father  of  the  followin^ 
muned  children:  Welcome  J.,  Warren  ().  Hnd 
Mathewson,  all  of  whom  are  deceased,  excepting 
Warren  O.  Welcome  J.  married  Isabel  Keverams 
and  both  have  passed  away,  leaving  four  children: 
Lillie  M.,  Ella,  Ida  and  Walter  L.  Warren  O, 
married  Augusta  Willoughby, by  whom  ho  became 
the  father  of  two  children;  Flora  and  Alice,  Mrs. 
Eddy  is  an  active  member  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church. 
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When  the  “boom”  struck  the  city  ol!  Rockford, 
our  subject  sold  the  greater  portion  of  his  land, 
reserving  only  a  few  acres  for  himself.  He  has  a 
pleasant  home  and,  surrounded  by  all  the  com¬ 
forts  of  life,  is  passing  his  last  days  in  that  ease 
and  comfort  which  his  early  industry  has  won.  He 
has  attained  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-eight 
years  and  is  widely  and  favorably  known  through¬ 
out  the  county. 

fl^  OMER  DENTON.  The  career  of  a  self- 
HI*  made  man  is  finely  illustrated  in  the  history 
°f  Mr,  Denton,  who  commenced  the  battle 
t|g|  of  life  dependent  upon  his  own  resources 
and  who  through  the  dilllculties  and  draw-backs 
common  to  most  men  has  achieved  successs.  Upon 
coming  to  Winnebago  County,  he  in  duo  time  ac¬ 
quired  a  large  amount  of  real  estate,  and  as  the 
property  increased  in  value,  he,  of  course,  grew  in 
wealth  and  has  become  one  of  the  most  prosperous 
men  in  the  county,  lie  has  been  an  energetic, 
wide-awake  man,  keenly  observant  of  what  is 
going  on  around  him  and  1ms  contributed  his  full 
quota  to  the  growth  and  development  of  his 
adopted  county.  f. 

The  original  of  this  sketch  was  bom  in  Middle- 
hold,  Otsego  County,  N.  Y,  December  19,  1812. 
He  is  the  son  of  John  Denton,  a  native  of  Dutch¬ 
ess  County,  N.  Y.,  where  his  father,  Joel  Beaton, 
as  far  as  is  known,  was  horn.  The  latter-named 
gentleman  served  as  a  patriot  in  the  Revolutionary 
War,  for  a  period  of  seven  3’ears.  He  was  a  far¬ 
mer  (>3*  occupation  and  removed  from  Dutchess  to 
Otsego  County  in  about  1825,  spending  his  lt&l 
years  in  Middlefield.  The  maiden  name  of  lus  ‘ 
wife,  grandmother  of  our  subject,  was  Harriet 
Brown. 

John  Denton  was  reared  to  the  life  of  a  farmer 
and  removed  to  Otsego  County  in  1805,  where  he 
was  one  of  the  earljr  settlers  in  Middlefield.  lie 
there  purchased  a  tract  of  timber  land  ami  erected 
a  log  cabin,  which  was  the  birthplace  of  our  sub¬ 
ject,  He  was  then  employed  in  subduing  nature, 
clearing  land,  breaking  prairie,  etc.,  hut  with  all 
this  labor  was  social  and  liappj*,  having  a  care  for 


the  morals  and  education  of  his  children.  The 
maiden  name  of  the  mother  of  our  subject  was 
Hannah  Hubbell,who  was  born  in  Connecticut  and 
spent  her  last  days  in  Middlefield,  N.  Y.  The  par¬ 
ental  family  consisted  of  eight  children,  one  of 
whom  is  deceased.  Those  living  are  Amanda, 
Ambrose,  Homer,  Thovon,  Richard  II.,  Rodin  and 
Joel. 

Homer  Denton,  of  this  sketch,  was  reared  on  the 
old  homestead  and  remembers  when  there  wore  no 
railroads  nor  canals  near  his  home  and  Albaiqy, 
which  was  sixty. five  miles  distant,  was  the  nearest 
market  and  depot  for  supplies.  He  resided  under 
the  parental  roof  assisting  his  father  in  carrying 
on  the  farm  work  until  1835,  when,  having  been 
married,  he  came  with  his  wife  to  Indiana, making 
the  journey  overland  with  teams  to  Ft.  Plain, 
from  there  by  canal  to  Buffalo,  where  they  boarded 
a  lake  steamer,  which  convoyed  them  to  Detroit, 
thence  by  team  to  La  Porte.  He  purchased,  at  a 
Government  sale,  eighty  acres  of  land  which  was  lo¬ 
cated  three  miles  from  La  Porte.  The  place  bore 
but  few  improvements,  and  Mr.  Denton  began 
industriously  the  work  of  cultivating  the  soil,  and 
resided  in, the  log  cabin  for  two  years.  In  1837, 
he  started  overland  with  his  family'  in  an  ox-team, 
his  destination  being  Rockford,  which  was  at  that, 
time  little  more  than  a  hamlet,  containing  but 
twenty  families.  The  land  in  the  vicinity  of  this 
now  prosperous  city  was  owned  l\y  the  Govern¬ 
ment,  and  our  subject,  locating  in  the  northwestern 
part  of  Winnebago  County,  made  a  claim  on  what 
is  now  Uio  site  of  Durand.  He  there  erected  a  lug 
house  and  a  barn  and  by  his  persistent  industry 
and  perseverance  brought  his  estate  to  good  cul¬ 
tivation.  For  a  time  the  emigrants  coming  into 
(lie  county  bought  all  the  surplus  grain.  After¬ 
ward,  Chicago  becoming  their  place  of  marketing, 
Sir.  Denton  sold  his  produce  there,  the  city  being 
one  hundred  miles  distant  and  the  trip  consuming 
the  greater  part  of  a  week. 

The  original  of  this  sketch  lately  purchased  one 
hundred  acres  of  land,  which  is  now  included  in 
the  city  of  Rockford.  With  the  exception  of 
twenty-three  acres,  he  laid  out  the  entire  acreage 
into  lots,  which  he  sold  at  a  good  profit,  in  1871, 
Mr.  Denton  erected  a  commodious  residence  on 


Is  01-th  Main  street,  where  ho  made  ins  home  for 
twenty  years.  IJo  is  at  the  present  time  residing 
with  his  granddaughter,  Mrs.  Lockwood. 

In  1834,  the  gentleman  of  whom  we  write  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  May,  daughter  of 
James  and  Sal  lie  (Harrison)  Van  Volkenbtirg.  She 
was  born  in  Middlefieid,  N.  Y.,  and  departed  this 
life  in  March,  1883,  greatly  beloved  by  all  who 
knew  her.  Of  that  union  was  born  one  son,  De- 
Los  II.,  who  married  Martha  Thornes,  Kim  died 
three  years  later,  He  was  a  second  time  married,  I 
this  time  to  Ann  Lambert,  by  whom  lie  became 
the  father  of  five  children.  One  daughter,  May 
was  born  of  the  first  union  of  DeLos  II.  Denton,’  | 
who  is  the  wife  of  Dimer  E.  Lockwood. 

Our  subject  casts  his  vote  and  influence  in  favor 
of  Democratic  principles  and  candidates.  He  cast 
his  first  vote  for  Martin  Van  Huron.  His  career 
has  boon  one  eminently  worthy  and  useful  to  the 
community  in  which  he  has  resided,  and  his  neigh¬ 
bors  and  old  friends  unite  in  their  testimony 
to  his  sterling  worth,  integrity  and  valuable  ser¬ 
vices  as  an  old  resident  of  Rockford. 

I  lie  father  of  our  subject  was  a  member  of  the 
New  York  militia,  and  as  a  non-commissioned 
ollieer  in  the  War  of  1812  for  some  months  com¬ 
manded  a  company.  He  with  a  company  of 
Olliers  was  captured  by  the  British  and  imprisoned 
in  Canada,  having  crossed  into  that  country  from 
Lewiston,  N.  Y. 
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0.  LIV  ER  N.  DRAKE,  who  is  now  living  a 
|  retired  life  and  spending  his  last  days  in 
iliK  Pliant  home  on  First  Street,  in  Rock¬ 
ford,  was  horn  four  miles  from  CooperstowmN.  Y. 
•July  23, 1808.  That  was  the  homo  of  J.  Eenimore 
Cooper,  the  noted  writer,  and  our  subject  was  an 
old  friend  of  the  author.  Mr.  Drake  grew  to  man¬ 
hood  under  the  parental  roof.  Ho  was  one  of  two 
sons  horn  unto  Clinton  anti  Nancy  (Newell)  Drake 
His  father  died  in  the  prime  of 'life  when  Oliver 
was  less  than  two  years  old.  His  mother  was  a«nin 
married,  becoming  the  wife  of  Homer  Beadle,  and  i 
lK«r  death  occurred  in  Otsego,  N.  Y.,  at  the  age  of 


r  Mty-four  years.  By  her  second  marriage  she  had 
i  six  children. 

Our  subject  in  his  youth  learned  the  shoemaker’s 
s  trade  and  has  been  a  merchant  in  that  line  throuo-h- 
f  out  almost  his  entire  life.  In  the  county  of  his 
i  nativity,  he  married  Harriet  Waterman,  who  was 
^  born  m  Otsego  Township,  July  25,  1811,  and  there 
spent  the  days  of  her  maidenhood.  She  was  a 
•  true  and  affectionate  wife  and  tender  mother.  Her 
death  occurred  at  Cooperstown,  N.  Y.,  at  the  a«e 
of  forty-two  years.  Soon  after  his  marriage,  our 
subject  moved  to  Auburn,  N.  Y.  He  was  keeper 
|  in  the  prison  for  several  years.  There  were  five 
children  horn  of  this  union,  but  only  one  is  now 
iving;  Oliver,  who  is  a  hardware  merchant  of 
Rockford  and  a  prominent  and  successful  busi¬ 
ness  man,  doing  business  on  West  .State  Street 
opposite  Court  House  Square.  He  is  a  Knight 
Templar  Mason  and  a  member  of  Nevius  Post  No. 

1,  (».  A.  R.,  of  Rockford.  lie  married  Miss  Alice 
C  obh,  of  Creston,  III.  in  the  late  war,  he  served 
as  a  member  of  the  Fifty-eighth  Illinois  Infantry 
enlisting  when  merely  a  hoy.  Ills  brother,  Geor«-o’ 
VY ,,  also  wore  the  blue  as  a  member  of  the  Fifteenth 
I llinois  Infantry.  He  served  three  years  with  his 
regiment,  then  veteranized  and  became  First  Lieu¬ 
tenant  of  Company  B,  One  Hundred  and  Eighth 
Regiment  United  States  Colored  Troop,  After 
serving  more  than  four  years,  he  was  houombly 
dtsclmrged,  and  wont  to  New  Orleans,  joiiiino-  the 
■;»H™  force,  of  that  city.  I|„  „iC(i  8UJM „ 

Ill  Joo8.  ' 

Mr  Drake,  whose  name  heads  this  record,  came 
with  las  family  to  Illinois  in  December,  1855  lo¬ 
cating  in  Belvidero,  where  he  resided’  for  five 
years.  He  then  came  to  Rockford,  hut  one  ve-u- 
lutcr,  removed  to  Princeton,  thence  to  Bloom¬ 
ington,  and  later  to  Decatur,  where  he  spent  seven 
years.  Ilis  next  place  of  residence  was  Clinton 
where  he  resided  for  twelve  years,  and  there  as  in 
other  places  he  was  a  hoot  and  shoe  merchant.  Vie 
has  followed  that  business  throughout  his  entire 
life  and  m  its  pursuit  has  achieved  sueeoss  .min 
ing  a  competence  which  now  enables  him  tcTlivo 
m  rctu-ement.  His  business  career  was  marked  by 
straightforwardness  and  fair  dealing  and  lie  won 
the  eonhdeiiee  and  regard  of  all  with  whom  lie 
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came  in  contact.  About  three  years  ago  lie  camo 
to  Rockford,  purchased  his  pleasant  home  on  First 
Street  and  has  since  lived  in  retirement.  Ho  is  a 
member  of  the  Universalist  Church,  to  which  his 
wife  also  belongs,  and,  in  politics,  he  has  been  a 
stanch  Republican  since  the  organization  of  the 
party. 

ijr=^)USSRLL  MARSH,  a  well-known  farmer  resid- 
ing  on  section  17,  G uilirrd  Township,  Win- 
JT 1  nobago  County,  is  a  native  of  the  Keystone 
^  State;  lie  was  born  'in  Bradford  County, 
December  19,  1819,  and  was  one  of  seven  children 
in  the  family  of  Russell  and  Abigail  (Averiil) 
Marsh.  His  grandfather,  EUplialet  Marsh,  was  born 
in  New  England,  of  English  ancestry,  and  spent 
his  last  days  in  Vermont.  Russell  Marsh,  Kr.,  was 
born  m  the  Green  Mountain  State,  whence  Re  re¬ 
moved  to  Pennsylvania,  and  after  a  few  years 
spent  in  Bradford  County,  went  to  Tompkins 
County,  N.  Y. 

Five  years  later,  Mr.  Marsh,  Sr.,  became  a  resi¬ 
dent  of  Cattaraugus  County,  and  afterwards  spent 
three  years  near  Hudson,  Ohio.  Removing  to  Can¬ 
ada,  lie  there  resided  a  year  and  a  half,  after  which 
he  came  to  Illinois,  locating  in  what  is  now  Guil¬ 
ford  Township,  whore  he  purchased  a  tract  of  Gov¬ 
ernment  land  on  section  8,  and  began  its  develop¬ 
ment.  The  last  years  of  liis  life  were  spent  at  the 
home  of  our  subject.  Ilis  wife  was  also  a  native 
of  Vermont,  and  a  daughter  of  Thomas  Averiil.  She 
died  at  the  old  homestead.  Their  children  were: 
Maria,  George,  Rhode,  Richard,  Lucy,  Russell  and 
Averiil. 

Russell  Marsh,  whose  portrait  and  life-sketch  are 
herewith  presented,  accompanied  his  parents  on 
their  various  removals,  and  with  them  came  to  Ill¬ 
inois  when  nineteen  years  of  age.  This  county 
then  scorned  to  be  on  the  borders  of  civilization. 
It  was  an  unimproved  tract  of  wild  prairie;  Rock¬ 
ford  was  a  mere  lmmlet  and  many  of  the  towns 
and  villages  bad  not  sprung  into  existence.  Funn¬ 
ing  was  done  with  very  crude  implements  as  com¬ 
pared  with  the  improved  machinery  of  to-day, 
and  the  products  were  hauled  to  market  in  Chicago, 
eighty-five  miles  distant. 


Mr.  Marsh  remained  under  the  parental  roof 
until  his  marriage.  On  the  10th  of  February, 
1845,  he  wedded  Mary  A.  Ilaycs,  a  native  of  Can¬ 
ada, and  a  daughter  of  Samuel  B.  Hayes.  Iler  death 
occurred  October  5,  1857.  She  loft  three  children: 
Lucy  A.,  Wife  of  William  Kane,  of  Kansas;  Rhoda 
E,,  wife  of  Richard  Beers,  a  resident  of  Syracuse, 
Nob.,  and  George  W.,  who  married  Emily  Snow, 
and  is  living  on  the  homo  farm.  Mr.  Marsh  was 
again  married,  March  1(1,  18(11,  to  Mrs.  Maria 
(Beers)  Haley.  They  have  an  adopted  daughter, 
Flora.  Mrs.  Marsh  was  born  in  Guilford  Town¬ 
ship,  May  22,  1837.  Her  father,  Daniel  Beers,  was 
born  in  Northampton  County, Pa., August  0,  iHOti, 
and  was  of  Gorman  descent.  At  an  early  age,  he 
was  left  an  orphan,  and  for  a  time  lived  with  an 
uncle.  When  a  young  man,  ho  went  to  New  York, 
and  was  there  married,  February  1 1,  1830,  to  Mary 
Herrick,  who  was  born  in  Batavia,  N.  Y„  and  was 
a  daughter  of  Luther  and  Mary  (Johnson)  Herrick, 

In  1830,  Mr,  and  Mrs.  Beers  came  to  Illinois, 
few  pioneers  having  preceded  them  to  Winnebago 
County,  They  found  here  an  almost  undeveloped 
tract  of  land,  the  Government  surveys  not  having 
yet  been  made,  and  the  few  settlers  were  widely 
scattered,  Mr.  Beers  made  a  claim  on  wlmt  is  now 
section  20,  Guilford  Township,  and  built  a  log 
cabin,  which  was  the  birthplace  of  Mrs,  Marsh,  lie 
afterwards  sold  this  farm  and  bought  another  tract 
on  the  same  section.  In  1855,  ho  removed  to 
Green  County,  Wis.,  where  he  made  liis  home  for 
ten  years,  and  then  returned  to  Illinois,  becoming 
a  resident  of  Rockford.  Ho  afterwards  spent  three 
years  upon  a  farm  in  llarlem  Township,  and  then 
returned  to  Rockford,  where  liis  death  occurred, 
April  3,  1880.  His  widow  is  still  living  in  that 
city,  and  undoubtedly  has  longer  resided  in  this 
county  than  any  other  of  its  residents  at  tills  time. 
She  and  her  husband  were  members  of  the  liml 
Methodist  class  organized  in  the  city,  and  she  is  its 
only  survivor.  Her  long  life  has  been  well  and 
worthily  spent,  and  she  has  won  the  love  and  es¬ 
teem  of  all  with  whom  She  has  been  brought  in 
contact. 

Her  daughter  Maria  became  the  wife  of  Oscar 
Haley,  September  25, 185G.  He  was  horn  in  ('lint- 
ham,  N.  II.,  August  18,  1833,  and  emigrated  to 
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Wisconsin  in  1855.  In  the  summer  ho  worked  at 
farming  and  in  the  winter  season  he  taught  school. 
During  the  late  War,  he  enlisted  September  12, 

1861,  in  the  Fifth  Wisconsin  Battery,  and  died 
during  the  service  at  Jackson,  Ten n„ N ovember  13, 

1862,  thus  giving  Ids  life  in  defense  of  his  coun¬ 
try.  ■ 

Immediately  after  hia  first  marriage,  Mr.  Marsh 
located  upon  the  farm  which  is  still  his  home,  in¬ 
cluding  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  highly  im¬ 
proved  laud  on  scetion  17,  Guilford  Township. 
He  is  an  industrious  and  enterprising  agriculturist 
and  a  worthy  citizen.  In  politics,  he  is  a  Repub¬ 
lican. 


f^ICHARD  MARSH,  who  has  long  been  a 
FT  n»Wont  of  Guilford  Township.  Winnebago 
JO\  County,  and  now  resides  on  section  10, 
claims  Pennsylvania  as  the  State  of  his  na¬ 
tivity.'  lie  was  born  in  Litchfield  Township,  Brad¬ 
ford  County,  and  is  the  second  son  of  Russell  and 
Abigail  (Averill)  Marsh, who  are  mentioned  in  the 
sketch  of  Russell  Marsh,  Jr.,  on  another  page  of 
litis  work.  Our  subject  came:'  to  Illinois  with  his 
parents  in  1838,  and  hasten  a  resident  of  Guil¬ 
ford  Township  since  that  time.  He  has  witnessed 
the  development  of  the  county  from  an  almost 
unbroken  wilderness,  has  seen  its  wild  lands  trans¬ 
formed  into  beautiful  farms,  while  cities  and  vil¬ 
lages  have  sprung  up  and  tho  work  of  progress 
and  civilisation  been  carried  forward  qntil  Winne¬ 
bago  County  ranks  among  the  best  in  the  State. 

On  starting  out  in  life  for*  himself,  Mr.  Marsh 
began  working  as  a  farm  hand  by  the  month.  lie 
was  industrious  and  enterprising  and  by  1844  bad 
saved  enough  from  his  earnings  to  purchase  a 
forty-acre  tract  of  land,  a  part  of  his  present 
*  farm.  Be  has  been  very  successful  as  an  agricul¬ 
turist  and  from  time  to  time  has  added  to  his 
lauded  possessions,  until  now  two  hundred  and  ten 
acres  of  highly  improved  land  pay  tribute  to  his 
cave  and  cultivation.  Ilis  improvements  are 
among  tho  test  in  the  township,  including  good 
buildings  and  all  the  accessories  of  a  model  farm. 

On  the  12th  of  September,  1842,  Mr.  Marsh  was 
82 


joined  in  wedlock  with  Miss  Sarah  C.  Watson,  who 
was  born  in  Lyth,  Yorkshire,  England,  September 
12,1824.  Her  father,  Leonard  Watson,  was  born 
in  the  same  euunty  and  in  1832  came  with  his  fam¬ 
ily  to  America,  locating  in  Toronto,  Canada.  He 
participated  in  the  Patriot  War  of  the  rebellion  of 
Canada  in  1 887,  was  captured,  taken  as  a  prisoner  to 
England,  tried  for  treason  and  was  sentenced  to 
banishment  iu Van  Diemen's1  Land,  ^He  was  par-  „ 
doned,  however,  on  condition  that  he  would  not 
settle  within  fifty  miles  of  the  British"  .possessions 
in  America,  and  so  he  returned  to  this  country  in 
1839  and  became  a  resident  of  Guilford  Township, 
where  he  purchased  a  tract  of  land  on  section  8, 
and  engaged  in  farming  until  his  death,  which 
occurred  in  1841 .  He  was  killed  by  the  falling  of  a 
tree.  His  wife  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Ann  Hill. 
She,  too,  was  born  in  Yorkshire,  England,  and  there 
spent  her  entire  life.  After  her  death,  he  wedded 
Sarah  Hill,  a  sister  of  his  first  wife,  who  survived 
Mr.  Watson  some  years  and  passed  away  in  1867, 
The  union  of  Mr.  arid  Mrs.  Marsh  has  been 
blessed  with  three  children:  Leonard,  Averill  A. 
and  Fannie  A.  The  parents  have  a  pleasant  home 
and  are  people  held  in  high  regard  throughout 
this  community.  In  politics,  Mr.  Marsh  is  a  stal¬ 
wart  Republican.  An  enterprising  and  progress¬ 
ive  farmer,  a  public-spirited  and  valued  citizen, 
lie  justly  deserves  mention  in  tho  history  of  his 
adopted  county,  where  he  has  so  long  made  lus 
homeland  we  are  also  pleased  to  present  his  por¬ 
trait  td^ur  readers, 


LEXANDER  C.  LANSING,  Rockford,  Ill. 
mfLM  Among  the  popular  groeers  doing  business 
in  this  section  of  the  city  none  enjoy  a 
better  reputation,  than  Mr.  Lansing,  who 
is  a  member  Of  the  well-known  firm  of  Lansing  & 
Fiddock,  whose  business  quarters"  are  at  No.  517 
East  State  Street.  This  establishment,  which  was 
started  under  its  present  title  in  189.1,  could  not 
be  more  admirably  arranged  and  provided  with  ^ 
every  convenience  for  business  purposes,  and  con-  * 
tains  one  of  the  11  nest  lines  of  staple  and  fancy 
groceries  to  be  found  iu  this  part  of  the  city.  The 
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firm  was  originally  Swets  tfe  Lansing,  continuing 
so  for  two  years,  when  Mr.  Swets  retired. 

Mr.  Lansing  cause  to  Rockford  in  1871,  and  was 
engaged  for  about  eighteen  years  in  tho  Hour  and  i 
feed  business,  and  has  been  all  these  years  on  East- 
State  Street,  near  his  present  place  of  business.  I|c 
is  an  excellent  business  man,  looks  after  the  inv¬ 
ests  of  his  customers  with  zealous  care,  and  guar¬ 
antees  all  orders  being  filled  with  the  best  in  the 
market  As  might  be  supposed,  he  has  met  with 
well-merited  success.  ^ 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Saratoga  County,  N.  Y., 
January  12, 1840,  and  was  eight  years  old  when  his 
parents  removed  to  Mo'atgssmery  County,  of  that 
State.  lie  there  grew  to  manhood,  and  became 
familiar  with  the  duties  of  farm  life,  his  father 
being  a  successful,  agriculturist.  He  was  carefully 
reared  by  good  Christian  paren  ts  and  ire  has  ever 
endeavored  to  follow  in  their  footr/ceps,  being  at 
the  present  time  a  worthy  member  of  the  Centen¬ 
nial  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  in  which  he  has 
been  Stewed  for  six  years. 

Our  subject’s  father,  Cornelius  Lansing,  was  born 
in  the  Empire  State  and  was  descended  from  a  long 
line  of  agriculturists;  he  himself  followed  farming 
all  his  life.  He  was  a  much  esteemed  citizen,  and 
his  death,  which  occurred  when  he  was  seventy-ono 
years  of  age,  was  the  occasion  of  universal  sorrow. 
He  had  married  Miss  Lydia  Reed  in  Saratoga 
County,  N.  Y.,  of  which  place  she  was  a  native* 
Her  death  occurred  in  Lewis  County  in  the  summer 
of  1883,  when  seventy -eight  years  of  age.  She  was, 
a  Methodist  in  her  religious  belief  and  her  husband 
attended  the  same  church.  Of  the  large  family 
of  children  born  to  this  worthy  couple,  two  sons 
and  six  daughters  still  survive. 

Alexander  C.  Lansing  took  for  his  life  com¬ 
panion  Miss  Sarah  E.  File,  and  their  union  was 
celebrated  in  New  York  State.  She  was  born  near 
Troy,  of  that  State,  on  the  12th  of  January,  1844, 
but  was  reared  in  Montgomery  County,  whither 
her  parents,  Joshua  and  Mary  File,  removed 
when  she  was  quite  young.  Both  parents,  who  are 
now  deceased,  were  exemplary  members  of  tho 
'Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  Mrs.  Lansing  of 
this  notice  is  a  prominent  member  and  worker  in 
the  same  church  as  her  husband.  He  is  a  strong 


temperance  advocate.  The  only  child  born  to 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lansing,  George,  died  when  eleven 
years  of  age.  IIo*  was  a  bright,  promising  boy 
and  his  death  was  a  severe  blow  to  his  parents, 
whose  hopes  were  all  centered  upon  him. 


PANII3L  BARNUM,  deceased,  well  de¬ 
serves  representation  in  this  volume,  for 
he  was  ono  of  the  most  honored  pioneers 
and  oldest  settlers  of  the  county,  lie  was 
born  in  the  Empire  State,  not  far  from  the  boun¬ 
dary  ‘line  of  Connecticut,  in  1778,  and  was  a  kins¬ 
man  of  P.  T.  Barnum.  His  father,  Elias  Barmun, 
was  also  bom  in  New  York  and  there  spent  his  en¬ 
tire  life,  following  the  occupation  of  fanning. 

Our  subject  passed  tho  days  of  his  boyhood  and 
youth  in  tho  State  of  his  nativity,  and  when  a 
j-oung  man  went  to  Connecticut,  where  he  met  and 
married  LoranaHoyi,  a  native  of  that  State,  and  a 
descendant  of  a  prominent  Connecticut  family. 
After  their  marriage,  they  began  their  domestic 
life  in  the  township  of  Danbury,  Fairfield  County, 
Conn.,  and  upon  that  farm  all  of  their  six  children 
were  born,  viz:  Adelia  who  died  in  Rockford  at 
the  age  of  eighty-two  years,  at  the  home  of  her 
sister  Cynthia;  Maria  B.,  wife  of  Fhonias  Howes; 
Emily  died  in  early  maidenhood,  in  1838;  Hoyt 
B.,  a  retired  citizen  of  Rockford,  whose  sketch  ap¬ 
pears  elsewhere  in  this  work;  Harrison  is  living  a 
retired  life  ,on  East  State  Street;  and  Cynthia  is 
living  at  her  palatial  home  at  No.  113  East  Street. 
She  also  owns  a  farm  in  Cherry  Valley  Township 
and  other  valuable  property. 

In  1838,  Mr.  Barnum  came  with  his  wife  ami 
family  to  this  county,  and  purchased  a  claim  of 
ono  hundred  ancl  sixty  acres  belonging  to  a  Mr. 
Jewett  in  Cherry  Valley  Township.  As  soon  as  tho 
land  came  into  market,  he  went  to  Galena,  and 
purchased  it  of  the  Government.  Tho  family  boro 
all  the  hardships  and  trials  of  frontier  life  and  met 
with  all  the  experiences  of  the  pioneer,  but  as  the 
years  passed  by  and  the  county  became  more 
thickly  settled,  those  early  difficulties  passed  away 
and  they  cnjpyed  prosperity.  In  his  agricultural 
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pursuits,  Mr.  Barn  uni  was  quite  successful  and  at 
length  accumulated  a  comfortable  competence.  His 
wife,  who  proved  a  true  and  faithful  helpmate  to 
him,  died  in  1849,  at  their  home  in  Cherry  Valley 
Township,  at  the  age  of  sixty-eight  years,  and  was 
mourned  by  many  friends. 

Mr.  Barnum  afterwards  came  to  Rockford 
and  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life  in  retirement, 
enjoying  the  rest  which  ho  so  truly  earned.  He  lived 
to  a  very  advanced  age,  but  retained  bis  mental 
and  physical  faculties  to  the  last.  He  passed  away 
November  8,  1870,  at  the  age  of  ninety-two  years. 
He  had  long  been  a  resident  of  the  county  and  had 
borne  an  important  part  in  its  upbuilding  and  ad¬ 
vancement  in  an  early  day.  His  success  in  life  was 
all  tine  to  his  own  efforts.  He  left  to  his  daughter 
a  handsome  property  and  a  line  home.  Miss  Buv- 
uum  is  a  kind  and  sympathetic  lady,  well  known 
throughout  this  community  and  held  in  high  es¬ 
teem  for  her  sterling  worth. 


PAV1D  W.  EVANS,  who  is  engaged  in  agri¬ 
cultural  pursuits  on  section  31,  Harlem 
Township,  has  been  a  resident  of  Winne¬ 
bago  County  since  1856,  and  is  numbered  among 
its  honored  early  settlers.  He  has,  therefore,  been 
an  eye-witness  of  its  growth  and  development, 
and  has  participated  in  its  upbuilding  and  ad¬ 
vancement,  so  that,  he  is  well  worthy  of  repre¬ 
sentation  in  this  volume, 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Grenville,  Argentouil 
County,  Canada,  November  30,  1810,  and  is  of 
English  descent.  His  grandparents,  John  and 
Jane  Evans,  were  both  natives  of  Hull,  England, 
and  the  latter  died  in  that  country.  Mr,  Evans 
afterwards  married  again  and  came  to  America, 
settling  in  Canada  in  1820.  He  theio  spent  the 
remainder  of  his  days.  The  father  of  onr  subject, 
James  Evans,  was  also  born  in  Hull,  England, 
and  was  quite  young  when  his  mother  died.  He 
was  afterwards  apprenticed  to  the  wagon-maker's 
trade,  serving  a  term  of  six  and  one-half  years. 
On  attaining  liis  majority,  ho  crossed  the  broad 
Atlantic  to  Canada,  and  engaged  in  farming  in 
Grenville  until  1850,  which  year  witnessed  his 


arrival  in  Illinois.  He  bought  a  tract  of  land  in 
Cherry  Valley  Township,  Winnebago  County, 
and  there  engaged  in  fanning  until  his  death.  He 
was  married  in  Canada  to  Ann  Campbell,  who  was 
born  in  1802,  and  was  a  daughter  of  Robert  Camp¬ 
bell,  who  was  of  S^tch-lrish  parentage.  She  still 
survives  her  husband  and  makes  her  home  in 
Rockford.  The  family  numbers  eight  children, 
as  follows:  Rebecca  J.,  Janies,  Ephraim,  John, 
Robert,  David,  Joseph  and  Janet, 

We  now  lake  up  the  personal  history  of  Mr. 
Evans  whose  name  heads  this  record,  lie  spent 
his  early  boyhood  days  iu  his  native  land,  and  at 
the  age  of  sixteen  came  with  his  parents  to  Illi¬ 
nois.  He  aided  his  father  in  the  farm  work  until 
tho  spring  of  1861,  when  he  rented  laud  and  en¬ 
gaged  in  fanning  on  his  own  account,  but  in  Sep¬ 
tember  of  that  year  he  abandoned  his  work  in  the 
field  and  enlisted  in  the  Eighth  Illinois  Cavalry, 
serviug  in  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  until  after  the 
close  of  the  war.  He  participated  in  all  the  cam¬ 
paigns,  marches  and  battles  of  the  regiment  and 
served  under  MacClellan,  Burnside,  Hooker,  Mead 
and  Grant,  and  the  following  cavalry  officers: 
Pleasanton,  Buferfc  and  Sheridan,  He  partici¬ 
pated  in  tho  Grand  Review  at  Washington  at  the 
close  of  the  war,  and,  with  his  regiment,  was  hon¬ 
orably  discharged  on  tho  25th  of  July,  1865,  ITe 
proved  himself  a  faithful  soldier,  ever  found  at 
his  post  of  duty.  1-Ie  also  had  two  brothers  in  the 
army — one  who  (lied  in  Tennessee,  and  the  other 
who  was  killed  in  Virginia. 

During  liis  service,  Mr.  Evans-  had  purchased  a 
farm  in  Cherry  Valley  Township,  and  on  his  re¬ 
turn  engaged  in  its  cultivation.  On  the  27th  of 
April,  1868,  he  married  Emma  J.  Conklin,  a  na¬ 
tive  of  Oneida  Comity,  N.  Y.,  and  a  daughter  of 
James  S.  and  Theresa  J.  (Martin)  Conklin.  Their 
union  has  been  blessed  with  seven  children.  They 
are  as  follows:  Jesse  5.,  Olive  G.,  Nettie  N., 
Ruby  F.,  Alice  J.,  Harry  G.  and  Florence. 

The  family  continued  to  reside  on  the  farm  in 
Cherry  Valley  Township  until  1883.  when  Mr, 
Evans  purchased  a  tract  of  land  on  section  81, 
Harlem  Township,  where  he  has  since  made  his 
home.  He  is  a  progressive  and  influential  citizen 
of  this  community  and  is  widely  and  favorably 
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known  throughout  the  county  where  he  has  re¬ 
sided  since  a  lad  of  sixteen  years.  lie  is  highly 
esteemed  for  his  sterling  worth  and  the  upright 
life  he  has  led.  Socially,  he  is  a  member  of  Novius 
Post  NO.  lfG.  A.  R.;  Harmony  Grange  No.  5)57; 
and  Harlem  Camp  No.  661,  M.  W,  A. 

HOMAS  BUCHANAN.  It  is  with  pleasure 
that  we  recount  the  history  of  this  geiitle- 
_  man,  who  is  at  present  residing  in  Rock¬ 
ford.  He  has  undergone  many  hardships  and 
privations  that  he  might  bring  about  the  prosper¬ 
ous  condition  of  this  section  which  we  see  to-day.  j 
He  has  been  very  successful  in  his  business  inter¬ 
ests  and  for  the  past  two  years  has  lived  re¬ 
tired  from  active  life. 

Lanarkshire,  Scotland,  was  the  native  home  of,, 
our  subject,  his  birth  occurring  in  the  village  of 
Shotts  in  May,  1835.  His  direct  progenitor,  John 
Buchanan,  was  a  native  of  that  shire,  as  was  also 
his  grandfather,  Thomas.  The  latter-named  gen¬ 
tleman  was  a  molder  by  trade  and  spent  his  en¬ 
tire  life  in  Scotland.  His  wife  bore  the  maiden 
name  of  Ann  Glen ;  she  was  born  in  Scotland, 
and  there  her  decease  occurred. 

The  father  of  onr  subject  also  followed  the  oc¬ 
cupation  of  a  molder,  and  in  his  native  town  mar¬ 
ried  Miss  Agnes  Black,  the  mother  of  our  subject, 
who  was  born  in  the  p,i  of  Shotts  and  is  a 
daughter  of  William  Black,  .To  them  were  born  a 
faintly  of  five  children,  namely:  Thomas,  Agnes, 
William,  John  and  Robert.  Our  subject  and  bis 
brother  John  are  the  only  members  of  the  family 
v/ho  came  to  the  New  W orld.  The  latter  resides 
in  Sacramento,  Cal,  j 

The  original  of  this  sketch  commenced  at  the  : 
early  age  of  ten  years  to  learn  the  trade  of  a 
molder,  which  occupation  ho  followed  for  seven 
years  in  Glasgow,  then,  in  1847,  he  set  sail  from 
that  city  on  the  packet  “Henry  Clay,”  and  landed 
in  New  York  after  a  voyage  of  thirty-three  clays. 
From  that  city  he  went  to  Woonsocket  Falls,  R.I., 
and  was  employed  until  1855  with  the  Woon¬ 
socket  Furnace  Company. 

On  the  above-named  date,  Mr.  Buchanan  came 


to  Illinois  and  located  on  a  farm  which  he  had 
previously  purchased  eight  miles  north  of  Bolvi- 
dere.  Thera  he  was  engaged  in  cultivating  the 
soil  for  a  twelvemonth,  and  in  the  spring  of  1856 
came  to  Rockford,  at  once  entering  the  employ 
of  Emerson,  Talcott  Si  Company.  Remaining  with 
them  a  few  weeks,  our  subject  engaged  to  work 
with  Clark  Si  Utter,  by  whom  he  was  employed 
until  1858,  when  he  wont  to  California  via  Now 
York  and  the  Isthmus  of  Panama,  lie  worked  in 
the  mines  for  seven  months,  then  started  a  foundry 
at  Downicvillc,  Sierra  County,  where  ho  remained 
until  1862,  and  then  returned  to  Rockford  and 
worked  for  F.  H.  Manny,  with  whom  lie  con¬ 
tinued  for  twenty-six  years,  the  greater  part  of 
the  time  acting  as  foreman  of  the  foundry.  As 
before  stated,  Mr.  Buchanan  has  retired  from  ac¬ 
tive  work  and  is  residing  in  his  present  home  on 
the  street  which  bears  his  name. 

Our  subject  and  Miss  Jane  Smith  were  united 
in  marriage  in  July,  1847.  Mrs.  Buchanan  was 
born  in  Renfrewshire,  town  of  Ncilston,  Scotland, 
and  departed  this  life  in  1878.  To  them  was 
bom  one  son,  Thomas  J.,  who  married  Alice 
Brownell  and  is  the  father  of  two  children,  Jennie 
and  Bertha.  He  of  whom  we  write  is  an  Elder  in 
the  First  Presbyterian  Church  and,  in  politics, 
votes  with  the  Republican  party.  For  six  years 
he  was  a  member  of  the  School  Board  and  has 
been  otherwise  very  actively  interested  in  local 
affairs.  The  present  wife  of  our  subject,  to  whom 
he  was  married  in  1878,  was  Miss  Mary  Cunning- 
hum,  a  native  of  Renfrewshire,  Scotland. 


AMUEL  Of  WINTHROW.  In  the  lino  of 
fine  carpets,  draperies,  brass  goods,  etc.,  etc. 
the  city  of  Rockford  stands  second  to 
none,  a  fact  in  which  its  citizens  may  well 
take  pride  in  these  days  of  intense  competitive 
effort.  In  this  age  of  refinement,  wealth,  and 
enterprise,  the  demands  of  ail  classes  for  artistic 
productions  are  more  exacting  than  over  before, 
and  in  no  branch  of  trade  is  this  more  evident 
than  that  In  which  the  firm  of  Win  throw,  Baird  A 


Co,  is  engaged.  This  firm  make  a  specialty  of 
interior  decorating,  tl.e  same  introduced  lately 
and  are  located  in  the  Stewart  Block,  where  they 
have  a  fine  room,  185x44  feet.  Winthrow  <fc Baird 
have  been  m  business  together  since  .April,  1889 

“"f  I'*1™’  mitil  quite  recentlys  been  located  at  No.’ 
122  South  Main  Street,  where,  besides  doing  a  de¬ 
corating  business,  they  carried  a  large  and  full  line 
of  dry-goods.  Seeing  the  need  of  a  house  in  Bock, 
ford  that  would  make  a  specialty  of  interior  de¬ 
corating,  they  established  themselves  in  the  most 
favorable  location  for  the  business,  and  have  been 
rewarded  by  tbo  signal  success  they  have  achieved. 

Mr.  Win th row  has  been  actively  engaged  in  busi¬ 
ness  m  this  city  for  many  years,  while  Mr.  ,T.  N. 
Baird,  who  came  here  from  McGregor,  Iowa 
where  lie  was  engaged  for  a  number  of  years  as  a 

I  FJ0™13  ,nerchant’  lms  resided  here  since 
1889.  During  that  time,  however,  he -has  impressed 
the  people  as  a  man  of  sound  judgment,  excellent 
taste  and  much  energy.  Mr.  Winthrow  came  to 
Kockford  in  June,  18(5  j,  and  engaged  in  the  dry. 
goods  business  on  his  own  account,  but  at  the  end  of 
ten  years,  having  a  true  artist's  eye  for  harmony  of 
colors  and  beautiful  effects,  he  connected  with  his 
bns.nees  a  line  of  house  decorations,  which  he  ear¬ 
ned  on  jointly  and  successfully  with  his  former 
business  until  1892.  Since  that  time,  the  firm  has 
estahhsimd  the  latter  line  of  business  entirely. 

.  'th  Uie  exMPtion  of  a  Mr.  Dennett,  who  is  still 
in  business  in  this  city,  Mr.  Winthrow  is  the  oldest 
dry-goods  merchant  in  Rockford.  The  honorable 
and  equitable  methods  of  this  gentleman  and  his 
partner  inspire  the  utmost  confidence,  and  their 
rnS  and  CntCrpriSC  ai’°  rC!lPiag  a  well-merited 
Our  subject  came  to  this,  city  from  Cincinnati, 

Ohio,  where  he  had  a  thorough  training  ns  a  seller- 
of  dry-goods,  in  both  the  retail  and  wholesale  de¬ 
partments,  being  connected  for  some  time  with  the 
old  dry-goods  firm  of  Shaw,  Buel,  Barber  &  Co 
ami  having  a  natural  aptitude  for  that  business,  he 
ondn  6  VvUSna1^  SUCCessfl)1-  no  was  born  in 

London,  Madison  County,  Ohio,  and  there  passed 

bis  boyhood  and  received  his  education.  At  an 
caidy  age  hG  began  eierkiug  i„  a  dry-goods  store 
his  native  town  and  subsequently  wont  to  Cin 
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cinnati,  Ohio,  whero  he  remained,  actively  engaged 
in  business,  until  coming  to  this  city.  ° 

Prominent  in  all  enterprises  of  a  laudable  na¬ 
ture,  Mr.  Winthrow  is  particularly  so  in  educa¬ 
tional  and  religious  matters,  having  been  one  of 
the  greatest,  if  not  the  greatest,  Sunday-school 
worker  m  the  conn  ty.  Out  of  the  thirty  years  he 
has  been  a  resident  of  this  city-  twenty  years  have 
been  spent  as  Superintendent  of  the  Court  Street 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  and  he  has  been  an 
official  member  of  tire  same  for  years.  He  has  been 
a  delegate  to  the  State  Sunday-school  Convention 
a  number  of  times  and  when  the  National  Conven¬ 
tion  met  at  Newark,  N.  J.,  he  was  one  of  the  de¬ 
legates  from  this  State.  He  has  been  an  energetic 
worker  in  tins  direction  and  has  been  in  every 
church  and  sehoolhouse  in  the  county.  He  «riv<a  1 
new  impetus  and  life  to  old  Sunday-schools  and 
iganizes  now  ones;  he  seems  never  to  tire,  and 
&  till  the  good  work  goes  on.  A  stanch  Republican  " 
m  Ins  political  views,  Mr.  Winthrow  works  hard 
foi  his  party,  and  is  a  live  man  in  all  local  affairs. 

HWw-T  °f  °Ur  SUbjeCt’  R°bert  Ann 
(Can)  Winthrow,  were  natives  of  Madison  County 

Ohio,  and  there  passed  their  entire  days.  The  fa¬ 
ther  was  a  prominent  farmer  of  his  native  county 
but  the  last  twenty  years  of  his  life  wore  spent  as  a 
shipper  of  cattle.  He  died  when  seventy-seven 
years  of  age.  His  father  was  a  Virginian,  of  Eng¬ 
lish  descent  and  became  an  early  settler  of  London 
Township,  Madison  County,  Ohio,  where  ho  took 
up  and  improved  Government  land.  He  assisted 
building  the  old  National  Road  and  was  a 
proimnentmaninhisday.  The  wife  of  Robert 
Winthrow  died  when  seventy-two  years  of  a<>-e 
Her  parents  had  come  to  Ohio  from  the  Old  Dom¬ 
inion  at  an  early  day,  improved  Government  land, 

w  U0Wn  t0  th°  peopIe  °f  that 
Bot*  the, Winthrow  and  Carr  families  were  Meth¬ 
odists  in  their  religious  views,  and  were  Whtes 

and  Republicans  in  politics.  55 

r  in  Poori».  HI-  to 

M.„  Wh«.  Inm.,,*  McFarland,  a  native  of  Pite- 
ou  *Ia  .vhooamOof  Scoteh-Irish  ancestors,  in- 

■md  lief.  -,  '‘!f‘"Dd  i’,<U,atl'y  from  u“  former 
•fj'd  he,  wit  ami  sociability  from  the  latter.  She 
was  reared  andcducated  ia  her  nat, Verity  and  « 
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there  married  to  Maj.  S.  C.  Irwin,  who  was  in  an 
Ohio  Regiment  and  who  was  killed  at  the  battle 
-of  Lookout  Mountain,  when  in  the  prime  of  life. 
Ho  received  his  regular  promotions,  was  a  brave 
and  gallant  officer  and  fought  bravely  in  defense 
of  the  Union.  lie  left  no  children. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Winthrow  are  without  Children  of 
their  own  but  they  have  adopted  one  son,  christ¬ 
ened  Fritz,  who  is  now  in  the  fruit  business  in 
Galt,  Cal.,  and  who  is  a  promising  young  man.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Winthrow  are  prominent  in  social  and 
religious  masters,  and  are  pleasantly  located  on 
Remington  Bluff,  south  of  the  city. 

8— - . 

ARMON  B.  SOPER,  .who  is  now  living  a 
retired  life  at  his  pleasant  home  at  No.  703 
East  State  Street,  has  been  a  resident  of 
Rockford  since  1862.  He  is  a  native  of 
Oneida  County,  N.  Y.,  born  in  1819.  His  father, 
1'hiio  Soper,  was  a  native  of  Connecticut  and  mar¬ 
ried  Hannah  Goodwin,  who  was  also  born  in  that 
State.  After  their  marriage,  tiiey  removed  to 
Oneida  County,  N.  Y.,  locating  in  the  wilderness 
of  Yernon,  and  there  made  their  home  until  calWd 
to  their  final  rest.  The  death  of  the  father  oc¬ 
curred  at  the  age  of  seventy-eight  years,  (md  his 
wife  died  in  the  sixty-sixth  year  of  her  age.  They 
were  both  members  of  the  Congregational  Church 
and  highly  respected  people.  Mr.  Soper  served  j 
throughout  the  War  of  1812  as  Fife  Major  and 
was  stationed  at  Sackett’s  Harbor.  His  .parents  * 
were  also  natives  of  the  Nutmeg  State,  and  both 
lived  to  au  advanced  age.  The  husband,  who 
followed  farming  throughout  his  entire  life, 
reached  the  advanced  age  fit  ninety-six  years. 

Our  subject  is  the  only/' surviving  member  in  a 
family  of  seven  children.  He  made  his  home  in 
the  county  of  his  nativity  until  his  emigration 
Westward.  For  eight  years  he  had  served  as  a 
clerk  in  a  large  mercantile  establishment  of  Syra¬ 
cuse,  N.  Y.,  and  there  gained  an  excellent  knowl¬ 
edge  of  business  and  its  methods.  On  coining  to 
Rockford,  he  opened  a  fancy-goods  store  and  did 
business  in  that  line  until  1880,  at  the  same  time 
keeping  wagons  on  the  road  as  dealers  with  coun¬ 


try  merchants.  For  some  years,  ho  has  also  sold 
goods,  as  a  commercial  traveler,  for  the  Rockford 
Clothing  Company,  the  Rockford  Overall  Com¬ 
pany  and  the  II.  W.  Price  Mitten  Company.  He 
has  an  excellent  reputation  as  a  successful  sales¬ 
man  and  much  of  his  life  has  been  devoted  to 
that  business. 

In  the  township  of  Vernon,  Oneida  County, 
N.  Y.,  Mr.  Soper  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Susan  P.  Brown,  daughter  of  Leonard  and  Phcbc 
(Snow)  Brown.  They  were  early  settlers  of  On¬ 
eida  County,  and  thcro  her  father  developed  and 
improved  a  farm,  upon  which  he  made  his  home 
until  his  death  at  the  age  of  three-score  years  and 
ten.  Ilis  wife  had  also  reached  the  age  of  seventy 
years  at  the  time  of  her  death.  Both  were  members 
of  the  Congregational  Church  and  were  descended 
from  old  Now  England  families.  Their  children 
were  nine  in 'number,  but  Mrs.  Sopor  is  the  only 
one  now  living  By  her  marriage  she  has  become 
the  mother  of  three  childrens  Elizabeth,  who  died 
at  the  age  of  fourteen;  Nellie  lj.,  wife  of  H.  A. 
Lcland,  of  Portland,  Ore.,  an  employe  of  the  North¬ 
ern  Pacific  Railroad  Company, and  Mattie  G.,  wife 
Of  George  W.  Leach, of  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  an  employe 
of  the  Pennsylvania  Central  Railroad  Company. 

Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Soper  hold  membership  with 
the  Methodist  Church,  and,  in  politics,  he  U  a  sup¬ 
porter  of  Republican  principles.  His  life  has  been 
well  and  worthily  spent  and  the  success  with 
which  it  has  been  crowned  is  entirely  due  to  his  own 
efforts.  'v 


L1ZABETII  S.  (FOX)  WHITTLE  is  num¬ 
bered  among  the  early  settlors  of  Winne¬ 
bago  County.  It  was  the  husbands  and 
fathers  who  cleared  the  land,  made  the  farms  and 
in  that  way  developed  the  county,  but  the  wives 
and  mothers  also  bore  an  important  part  in  its  up¬ 
building,  and  among  these  ghoul'd  be  mentioned 
the  lady  whose  name  heads  this  record.  She  was 
born  in  Porter,  Oxford  County,  Me..,  and  is  de¬ 
scended  from  an  old  New  England  family.  Her 
father,  Luther  Fox,  was  also  born  in  Porter  and 
was  a  son  of  Edwin  Fox,  a  native  of  New  England 
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and  tif  English  descent.  He  followed  farming 
throughout  his  entire  life,  served  in  the  War  of 
1812,  and  died  in  the  town  of  Porter,  His  wife 
also  passed  away  in  that  locality. 

The  father  of  Mrs.  Whittle  was  reared  to  agri¬ 
cultural  pursuits,  and  to  that  work  devoted  his 
energies  throughout  life,  He  continued  to  make 
his  home  in  Maine  until  18G9,  when  he  came  to 
Illinois,  his  death  occurring  at  the  home  of  his 
daughter,  Mrs.  Whittle,  in  1889,  at  the  age  of 
eighty-five  years.  He  married  Betsy  Sawyer, 
also  a  native  of  the  Pine  Tree  State  and  a  daugh¬ 
ter  of  the  Rev.  James  Sawyer,  a  Baptist  clergy¬ 
man  of  Maine,  who  preached  in  various  places 
and  died  in  Buxton,  Me.  The  Fox  family  num¬ 
bered  six  children,  namely:  Mrs.  Whittle,  of  this  ! 
sketch;  Thaddous,  Abigail,  Mitti,  James  and 
Marcia. 

Elizabeth  Fox  spent  the  days  of  her  maiden¬ 
hood  in  the  county  of  her  nativity,  and  in  1855 
became  the  wife  of  Hiram  II-  Cole,  also  a  native 
of  Maine,  and  a  son  of  Hiram  and  Sophronia  (War¬ 
ren)  Cole.  Ho  had  previously  engaged  in  teach¬ 
ing  in  that  State,  but  after  his  marriage  emigrated 
Westward,  accompanied  by  his  young  bride.  They 
came  to  Rockford,  where  they  resided  until  1858, 
when  they  removed  to  Arkansas,  and  in  that  State 
Mr.  Cole  engaged  in  teaching  school  until  his 
death,  which  occurred  in  August,  1862.  His  widow 
afterward  returned  to  Rockford,  and  in  January, 
1865,  became  the  wife  of  Charles  Whittle,  an  hon¬ 
ored  pioneer  of  Winnebago  County  and  an  ex¬ 
tensive  and  wealthy  farmer  of  Guilford  Township. 
He  was  born  in  Canada,  about  twenty  miles  east 
of  Detroit,  and  was  a  son  of  John  and  Betsy  Whit¬ 
tle.  His  boyhood  days  were  spent  i®  liis  native 
land,  where  lie  resided  until  1887,  when  he  came 
to  Illinois  and  spent  one  season  in  Winnebago 
County.  He  then  returned  to  Canada,  hut  in 
'  the  year  1838  again  came  to  this  State.  Nearly 
all  of  the  land  was  Still  in  its  primitive  con¬ 
dition  and  yet  in  possession  of  the  Govern¬ 
ment,  Mr.  Whittle  purchased  a  squatter’s  claim 
in  Guilford  Township  and  at  once  began  the 
development  and  improvement  of  a  farm.  He 
hauled  his  grain  to  Chicago,  fov  no  railroad  had 
been  built  at  that  time.  Ho  was  industrious  and 


enterprising,  a  man  of  good  judgment  and  excel¬ 
lent  business  ability,  and  became  well-to-do.  At 
the  time  of  bis  death,  which  occurred  in  1884,  he 
was  the  owner  of  a  valuable  farm  of  two  hundred 
and  forty  acres,  under  a  high  state  of  cultivation 
and  well  improved  with  good  buildings. 

Mrs.  Whittle  is  still  living  on  the  old  homestead 
and  is  one  of  the  highly  esteemed  ladies  of  this 
community.  She  has  three  children,  Charles  S., 
who  was  born  of  her  first  marriage,  is  now  a  resi¬ 
dent  farmer  of  Guilford  Township,  and  the  chil¬ 
dren  of  her  second  marriage  are  Carrie  A.,  wife  of 
Abram  Davis,  of  the  same  townships  and  Fred  J., 
who  operates  the  home  farm. 


AVID  A.  MOORE,  late  of  Caledonia  Town¬ 
ship,  Boone  County,  was  born  September 
18,  1836,  in  Taunton,  Mass.  His  father, 
Alexander  Moore,  was  born  in  Ireland,  of 
Scotch  ancestry,  and  on  coming  to  America  lo¬ 
cated  in  the  Bay  State,  where  he  mqde  lus  home 
for  a  mimbe-r  of  years,  and  later,  coming  to  Boone 
County,  died  on  his  farm  in  Boone  Township. 
The  maiden  name  of  his  wife  was  Ellen  Kirk,  also 
a  native  of  Ireland,  who  died  on  the  home  farm  in 
this  county.  Like  her  husband,  she  was  a  devoted 
member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  early  life, 
but  during  her  last  years  united  with  the  Method¬ 
ist  Episcopal  denomination. 

David  Moore  was  quite  young  when  brought  to 
the  Prairie  State  by  his  parents,  and  was  reared  on 
the  farm,  and  educated  in  the  schools  of  his  dis¬ 
trict,  Soon  after  his  marriage,  which  occurred  in 
September,  1861,  he  settled  on  the  farm  where  his 
family  now  reside,  it  being  a  portion  of  the  old 
Cornwell  homestead.  The  maiden  name  of  the 
wife  of  Mr.  Moore  was  Fannie  Cornwell,  a  daughter 
of  William  Cornwell.  She  was  born  October  3, 
1 848,  in  this  township,  while  her  father,  and  grand¬ 
father,  Thomas  Cornwell,  were  natives  of  Canada. 
Tho  latter-named  gentleman  came  to  Illinois  about 
1846,  and,  locating  in  Boone  County,  purchased  a 
large  tract  of,  land,  upon  which  be  was  residing  at 
the  pune  of  Iris  death,  Tho  grandmother  of  our 
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subject,  prior  to  her  marriage,  was  Chloc  Emery; 
she  was  also  a  native  of  Canada,  and  died  on  the 
home  farm  in  Boone  Township. 

William  Cornwell  was  married  in  Canada,  where 
he  resided  until  1844,  at  which  time  lie  came  to 
Illinois,  making  the  removal  overland  with  ox- 
teams.  He  located  a  tract  of  Govornmontland  on 
what  is,  now  section  25  of  this  township,  and 
erected  the  log  house  in  which  Mrs.  Moore  was 
born.  Here  ho  made  his  home  until  his  decease  in 
1849.  His  wife,  who  was  born  in  Now  Jersey,  was 
Miss  Sarah,  daughter  of  Christopher  ‘and  Fanny 
(Bareroft)  Little,  the  latter  of  whom  is  still  living 
in  Poplar  Grove.  To  our  subject  and  his  wife  has 
been  born  one  son,  Will  A.  Our  subject  is  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen. 

- . 

ARTIN  B.  NEFF.  Among  the  well-to-do 
farmers  of  Flora  Township,  Boone  County, 
who  have  been  the  architects  of  their  own 
fortunes,  we  may  properly  mention  the 
subject  of  this  notice  who  was  born  in  Antis  Town¬ 
ship,  Blair  County,  Pa.,  October  31,  1844.  Ho  is 
the  representative  of  a  substantial  old  family  of 
German  .ancestry,  being  the  son  of  John  and  Mary 
Neff,  also  natives  of  the  above-named  State  and 
county.  The  grandfather  of  our  subject,  Jonathan 
Neff,  was  likewise  born  in'  the  Keystone  State  and 
on  removing  from  New  York  to  Blair  County  pur¬ 
chased  a  tract  of  land  in  the  latter  place  which  ho 
farmed  until  his  decease. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  reared  in  his  na¬ 
tive  couuty,  where  his  decease  occurred  in  1855. 
He  had  been  married  to  Mary  Chrisrnan,  whose 
birth  occurred  in  the  county  of  which  he  was  a  na¬ 
tive.  Prior  to  her  marriage  with  Mi1.  Neff,  she  was 
the  wife  of  Lewis  McCartney.  In  1861,  she  came 
to  Illinois  and  spent  her  last  days  in  Flora  Town¬ 
ship,  dying  in  1865.  She  was  the  mother  of  three 
children:  Jonathan,  David,  wlio  died  in  infancy, 
and  Martin  B.,  our  subject.  The  surviving  broth¬ 
ers  are  associated  together  in  farming  and  are 
more  than  ordinarily  successful  in  their  calling. 

Ho  of  whom  we  write  was  a  lad  of  twelve  years 
when  his  father  died  and  he  continued  to  reside 


with  his  mother  and  attend  school  in  seasons  when 
not  engaged  upon  the  farm.  When  nineteen  years 
of  age,  ho  came  to  Illinois  and  located  on  section 
27,  which  is  his  present  farm,  In  December,  1865, 
ho  was  married  to  Martha  E.  McKee,  who  was  born 
in  this  county,  the  daughter  of  Samuel  McKee. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Neff  arc  the  parents  of  seven  chil¬ 
dren:  Zilda  M.,  Mary,  Bernice,  Gertie,  Wallace, 
Ralph  and  I-Iarry.  The  mother  is  a  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  and  with  her  husband 
is  connected  witli  the  Royal  Neighbors’  Lodge.  Mr. 
Neff  is  a  Republican  in  politics,  and  in  social  mat¬ 
ters  is  a  member  of  Belvidere  Lodge  No.  60,  A.  F. 
&  A.  M.,  Flora  Lodge  No.  624,  M.  W.  A.,  Excelsior 
Lodge  No.  2654,  P.  of  I.,  and  during  the  war  was 
a  member  of  the  Union  League, 

Elsewhere  in  this  volume  will  bo  noticed  a  view 
of  the  attractive  homestead  of  Mr.  Neff. 


PRANK  E.  HOLMES.  This  gentleman  needs 
little  introduction  to  the  people  of  Winne¬ 
bago  County,  as  ho  has  long  boon  recog¬ 
nized  as  one  of  the  loading  citizens  of  Rockford, 
where  his  birth  occurred  May  7,  1855.  lie  is  uni¬ 
versally  popular  in  both  social  and  business  cir¬ 
cles  and  is  possessed  of  more  than  ordinary  ability, 
together  with  tiic  energy  and  enterprise  which  sel¬ 
dom  fail  to  win.  He  is  at  present  residing  in  a 
beautiful  home  located  at  No.  1802  East  State 
Street,  a  view  of  which  is  shown  on  another  page, 
and  which  is  finished  and  furnished  in  a  manner 
that  indicates  its  inmates  to  bo  people  of  educa¬ 
tion  and  means.  The  home  farm  of  Mr.  Holmes 
has  been  laid  out  in  city  lots,  but  has  not  yet  been 
annexed.  It  is  located  in  what  is  conceded  to  bo 
the  finest  suburb  of  Rockford,  and  it  is  only  a 
question  of  a  short  time  until  it  will  become  a  por¬ 
tion  of  the  city. 

Hollis  II.  Holmes,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
one  of  the  pioneers  of  Rockford,  having  been  a 
resident  here  since  1839,  at  which  time  he  made 
the  removal  from  Sparta,  Elgin  County,  Canada. 
He  was  born  in  North  East,  Putnam  County, N.  Y., 
April  15,  1810.  His  father,  William  Holmes,  was 
born  in  Greenwich,  Fairfield  County,  Conn.,  on 
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the  1st  of  Juno,  1779,  and  died  in  Danbury,  the 
same  State,  when  advanced  in  years  Hollis  II. 
Holmes  when  a  young:  man  went  to  Canada,  where 
he  learned  the  trade  of  a  shoemaker,  and  was  en¬ 
gaged  in  that  business  until  his  removal  to  Rock¬ 
ford,  as  above  stated. 

At  tho  time  the  elder  Mr.  Holmes  located  in  this 
county,  the  city  of  Rockford  was  little  more  than 
a  hamlet  and  the  surrounding  country  was  mostly 
owned  by  the  Government.  Mr.  Holmes  followed 
his  trade  in  tho  town  for  a  time  and  in  1845 
purchased  a  farm  near  the  city,  for  which  he  paid 
812  per  acre  and  which  includes  one  hundred  and 
twenty  acres.  Chicago  and  Savanna  were  the 
nearest  markets  of  the  settlers,  and  they  were  thus 
obliged  to  live  mostly  off  the  products  of  the  farm. 
The  father  of  our  subject  soon  established  a  nurs¬ 
ery  in  this  county,,  which  he  successfully  operated 
until  his  decease,  August  2, 1859.  He  was  married, 
Juno  15,  1887,  to  Sarah  Moore,  a  native  of  Sparta, 
Elgin  County,  Canada.  Her  father,  John  Moore, 
was  a  native  of  Now  York  City,  as  was  also  the 
grandfather,  who  was  a  real-estate  dealer.  The 
latter-named  gentleman  removed  from  Now  York 
to  Canada,  where  his  decease  occurred  in  Sparta. 

Tho  maternal  grandfather  of  our  subject  wont 
to  Canada  when  a  young  man,  where  he  was  one 
of  the  pioneers  of  Elgin  County.  He  purchased 
two  thousand  acres  of  land  in  Norwich,  Oxford 
County,  and  eight  hundred  acres  in  Yarmouth 
Township,  Elgin  County.  Upon  the  latter  tract 
he  erected  a  log  house,  where  he  resided  with  (ho 
family  until  1836,  when  a  comfortable  brick  resi¬ 
dence  was  constructed.  Mr.  Moore  cleared  six 
hundred  acres  Of  tho  estate  where  his  decease  oc¬ 
curred.  In  addition  to  farming,  he  dealt  exten¬ 
sively  in  live  stock,  driving  them  through  to  St. 
Catherines,  to  Buffalo,  and  occasionally  to  New 
York  City. 

The  maiden  name  of  his  wife,  the  grandmother 
of  our  subject,  was  Deborah  C.  Stockton,  a  native 
of  New  Jersey,  and  the  daughter  of  John  and  Hes¬ 
ter  (Wilson)  Stockton;  she  died  at  the  home  of  her 
daughter  in  Norwich,  when  seventy-one  years  of 
ago.  The  mother  of  our  subject  passed  away  in 
1885  after  having  roared  a  family  of  three  chil¬ 
dren;  George  House,  Edward  Moore  and  Frank  E. 
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He  of  whom  we  write  was  educated  in  Rockford, 
which  has  always  been  his  home.  In  1890,  the 
home  farm  was  laid  out  in  city  lots  and  is  now 
knowii  as  the  “Highlands.'’  Mr,  Holmes  was  mar¬ 
ried,  September  21,  1876,  to  Clara  Wiley,  who 
was  born  in  Hanover,  Jo  Daviess  County,  Ill., 
and  a  daughter  of  Mead  and  Jane  (Johnson)  Wiley! 
The  father  of  Mrs.  Holmes  was  born  in  Phila¬ 
delphia,  Pa.,  and  his  father,  HCni-y  Wiley,  hailed 
from  Ireland  and  when  making  his  home  in  this 
country  located  in  Philadelphia.  He  finally  came 
to  Illinois  and  departed  tin's  life  at  Galena.  The 
maiden  name  of  his  wife  was  Catherine  Leighcy, 
who  died  in  Hanover,  this  State,  firm  in  the  faith 
Of  the  Methodist  Church.  Mead  Wiley  was  reared 
in  Pennsylvania  and  going  to  Galena  when  a 
young  man  resided  there  for  a  few  years  and  then 
settled  on  a  tract  of  land  in  Hanover.  In  1873, 
however,  ho  went  to  Washington  Territory,  and 
now  resides  at  San  Juan,  where  he  has  a  fine  fruit 
farm.  lie  was  prominent  in  local  affairs  and 
served  his  feilow-townsmen  as  Justice  of  the  Peace. 

The  mother  of  Mrs.  Holmes,  who  was  also  born 
in  England,  came  to  this  country  when  quite 
young,  both  of  her  parents  dying  while  en  route 
on  the  ocean.  Tho  mother  died  in  Hanover,  this 
State,  at  a  good  old  age.  To  our  subject  and  his 
wife  have  been  born  three  children:  George  Ed¬ 
ward,  Hattie  Wiley  and  Harry  Ellsworth.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Holmes  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Episco¬ 
pal  Church  and,  in  polities,  our  subject  votes  with 
the  Republican  party.  Socially,  he  belongs  to  the 
Riverside  Camp  No.  20,  M.  W.  A. 


WEN  A.  JOHNSON,  one  of  the  well- 
known  Swedish  residents  of  Rockford, and 
President  of  the  Rockford  Central  Furni¬ 
ture  Company,  was  born  on  the  12th  of 
November,  1831,  in  Sweden.  In  his  youth  he 
learned  the  tailor’s  trade,  which  he  followed  until 
coming  to  America  in  the  year  1852.  Bidding 
good-bye  to  his  old  home,  he  sailed  un  the  13th  of 
April,  and,  after  a  long  and  tedious  voyage  of 
forty-seven  days,  landed  in  New  York  City  on  the 
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■30th  of  Hay.  He  afterward  started  Westward  to 
Rockford,  and  along  the  way  did  journeyman 
work  at  Geneva  and  Elgin,  arriving  at  liis  destina- 
.  tion  in  November.  His  parents  never  left  their 
native  land,  but  lived  and  died  in  Sweden.  The 
father  was  eighty-four  years  of  age  at  the  time  of 
his  death.  A  sister  and  two  brothers,  however, 
followed  our  subject  to  this  country  and  lived  in 
Minnesota  and  Wisconsin. 

Mr.  Johnson  was  married  in  Rockford  to  Miss 
Emily  Peterson,  who  was  born  in  Sweden  in  1842, 
and  when  a  maiden  of  ten  summers  came  to  this 
country  and  to  Rockford,  with  her  parents,  C.  N. 
and  Johanna  Peterson,  who  settled  on  a  farm  in 
Seward  Township,  where  they  made  a  good  farm. 
Subsequently,  they,  removed  to  Pecatonica,  where 
Mr.  Peterson  is  still  living  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
five  years.  His  wife  died  in  1891,  at  the  ago  of 
eighty  years.  They  were  both  members  of  the 
Lutheran  Church,  and  the  parents  of  our  subject 
were  of  the  same  belief.  Nine  children  graced  the 
union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Johnson:  Ililma;  Amanda, 
wife  of  August  Peterson,  of  Rockford,  Secretary 
of  the  Central  Furniture  Company;  Eda  D.,  book¬ 
keeper  for  that  company;  Armor  E,,  book-keeper 
in  the  Third  National  Bank;  Victor  M.,  a  gradu¬ 
ate  of  the  High  School,  now  assisting  his  father  in 
business;  Cora,  Edmund  M.,  and  Maud  and  Linus 
(twins)  are  still  under  the  parental  roof.  The 
children  have  all  been  provided  with  good  educa¬ 
tional  advantages,  and  their  family  is  one  of  which 
the  parents  may  well  be  proud. 

Mr.  Johnson  is  connected  with  many  leading 
business  enterprises  of  the  city.  Jn  1879,  the 
Rockford  Central  Furniture  Company  was  organ¬ 
ized,  and  lie  has  since  been  its  President.  They 
employ  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  hands  in  the 
factory,  and  two  commercial  travelers  are  on  the 
road  selling  their  goods.  Mr.  Johnson  is  also  a  stock¬ 
holder  in  the  Star  Furniture  Company,  the  Royal 
Sewing  Machine  Company,  recently  organized,  and 
has  been  Treasurer  of  the  Swedish  Building  and 
Loan  Association  since  it  was  established.  He  is  a 
member  of  a  land  syndicate  in  this  city,  and  Other 
local  enterprises,  and  is  a  stockholder  in  the  Third 
National  Bank.  In  1862,  he  opened  a  merchant 
tailoring  establishment,  and  some  time  later  formed 


a  partnership  with  John  Erlander.  About  1870, 
lie  established  a  gouts’  furnishing  goods  store,  and 
in  1885  admitted  to  partnership  G.  A.  Wanstrom, 
who  had  purchased  John  Erlander’s  interest.  They 
now  have  a  fine  and  well-kept  store,  80x22  feet, 
located  at  No.  420  East  Slate  Street.  Mr.  Johnson 
is  a  man  of  excellent  business  ability,  enterpris¬ 
ing,  sagacious  and  far-sighted.  He  has  been  suc¬ 
cessful  in  almost  everything  that  lie  has  under¬ 
taken,  yet  hard  work  has  been  required  to  achieve 
this  prosperity.  Upright  and  honorable  in  all 
things,  he  is  a  worthy  and  valued  citizen,  and  too 
much  cannot  be  said  in  praise  of  what  he  has  done 
for  Rockford  and  its  interests.  Himself  and  family 
are  members  of  the  First  Swedish  Lutheran  Church, 
of  which  he  was  one  of  tho  organizers.  It  now  has 
a  membership  of  over  two  thousand,  and  is  the  lead¬ 
ing  church  of  its  denomination  in  tho  city.  He 
has  also  been  its  Trustee  for  many  yearn.  In  poli¬ 
tics,  he  is  a  stalwart  Republican,  and  has  served  as 
Alderman  of  tho  Sixth  Ward,  Ho  owns  a  com- 
|  fortablc  residence  at  No.  402  Kishwankee  Street. 
With  his  family  lie  holds  a  high  position  in  social 
circles,  and  well  deserves  the  warm  regard  tendered 
them.  This  work  would  be  incomplete  without  tho 
sketch  of  Mr.  Johnson,  who  is  indeed  one  of  the 
most  prominent  and  influential  citizens  of  Rock¬ 
ford. 

Ji  QHN  THGRESON,  the  well-known  and 
[  prosperous  Norwegian  citizen  of  Rockford, 

'  has  now  retired  from  the  activo  duties  of 
life,  and  is  spending  tho  remainder  of  his 
days  in  the  enjoyment  of  the  accumulation  of 
former  years.  He  resides  at  No.  330  South  Main 
Street,  and  there  enjoys  the  rest  and  quiet  becom¬ 
ing  his  years,  lie  also  owns  other  property  on 
that  street,  and  recently  refused  $20,000  for  it. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Christiana,  Norway, 
April  16, 1820,  and,  as  he  grow  to  manhood,  learned 
the  wagon  and  carriage  makers’  trade,  following 
business  on  his  own  account  for  five  years  before 
coming  to  the  States.  Ho  was  seven  weeks  in 
crossing  the  ocean,  and  after  reaching  this  coun¬ 
try  he  located  in  Chicago,  Ill.,  where  he  ^as  en¬ 
gaged  in  business  for  two  years  before  coming  to 
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Rockford.  He  wns  the  only  one  of  the  family  to 
come  to  the  United -States.  His  only  brother, 
Fredrick  Thoreson,  was  born  in  1815,  and  was  a 
Lutheran  clergyman  until  liis  death,  in  1876.  He 
was  a  prominent^  man  in  his  native  province,  and 
carried  on  his  ministerial  duties  in  Trondhjem  all 
his  life. 

The  parents,  Thor  and  Adelaide  (Olson)  Sy ver¬ 
son,  wore  natives  of  Norway,  and  there  passed 
their  entire  lives,  both  living  to  a  good  old  age. 
The  father  was  a'  shoemaker  by  trade,  a  good  and 
worthy  man,  and  a  quiot  and  unassuming  citizen. 
He  and  his  wife  wore  members  Of  the  Lutheran 
Chuvch  of  their  native  city,  and  were  active  work¬ 
ers  in  the  same. 

John  Thoreson  came  to  Rockford  in  1855,  and  was 
engaged  as  journeyman  for  some  of  the  carriage  and 
wagon  establishments  of  the  city  until  1866,  when 
he  began  for  himself  ns  a  manufacturer  of  carriages 
and  wagons.  For  a  number  of  years  after  begin¬ 
ning  business  On  his  own  account,  he  turned  out 
much  now  and  complete  work,  keeping  from  ten 
to  twelve  men  constantly  employed,  lie  invested 
in  valuable  property  in  the  city,  and  continued  to 
do  so  until  he  is  now-  a  large  property  owner,  and 
°  one  of  the  most  substantial  men  of  the  city.  He 
was  married  in  his  native  country,  in  1848,  to  Miss 
Martha  Oslund,  who  was  born  not  far  from  Chris¬ 
tiana,  Norway,  December  4, 1822,  and  who  was  a 
true  helpmate  to  her  husband  until  her  death  in 
Rockford,  on  the  31st  of  August,  1887.  She  was 
a  devoted  wife  and  mother,  and  a  consistent  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Swedish  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
of  Rockford  for  thirty  years.  Mr.  Thoreson  is  also 
a  charter  member  of  that  church,  and  has  been  an 
oliicial  member  for  many  years.  In  polities,  he  ad¬ 
heres  to  the  Republican  party. 

His  marriage  resulted  in  tho  birth  of  seven  chil¬ 
dren,  only  two  of  whom  are  living:  Thomas,  a 
carriage  painter  of  Rockford;  and  Matilda  .L,  wife 
of  Alfred  Abrahamson ,  who  resides  with  her  father. 
Mr.  Abrahamson  is  a  designer,  stockholder  and  Di¬ 
rector  in  the  Mantel  and  Furniture  Company, 
Of  Rockford.  He  and  his  wife  are  the  parents 
of  two  children,  Herbert  and  Amy. 

In  the  year  1862,  Mr.  Thoreson  enlisted  from 
Rockford,  in  Company  K,  Seventy-fourth  Illinois 


Infantry,  and  served  as  a  private  with  his  regi¬ 
ment  in  the  Cumberland  Army.  He  was  in  the 
battles  of  Porryville,  Stone  River  and  Murfrees¬ 
boro,  where  he  was  severely  wounded  in  the  left 
arm.  He  was  sent  to  the  hospital,  and  was  there 
taken  as  a  prisoner  of  war,  being  afterward  con¬ 
fined  in  Libby  Prison  for  two  months.  He  was 
then  exchanged  and  a  fsw  months  later  was  honor¬ 
ably  discharged  for  disability.  He  fought  bravely 
for  the  Union,  and  was  in  many  fierce  battles.  lie 
is  a  member  of  the  G.  L.  Nevius  Post,  No.  1,  G.  A.  R-, 
at  Rockford. 

fijplMOS  C.  SAMMONS  stands  among  the 
mu\  leaders  of  the  stockraising  and  'farming 
interests  of  Harlem  Township,  Winnebago 
County,  where  he  owns  a  farm,  which  in 
point  of  cultivation  and  general  improvement 
is  scareoly  surpassed  by  any  in  the  neighborhood. 
He  was  born  in  Lincoln  County,  Province  of  On¬ 
tario,  Canada,  November  4,  1839.  His  father, 
John  J.  Sammons,  is  a  native  of  Orange  County, 
N.  Y.,  his  birth  occurring  December  18, 1782.  His 
father,  also  named  John,  hailed  from  the  Empire 
State,  while  the  great-grandfather  of  our  subject 
was  born  in  Holland  and  came  to  America  during 
Colonial  days. 

The  grandfather  of  our  subject  was  a  farmer  and 
died  in  Orange  County,  N.  Y.,  in  his  ninety-sixth 
year,  his  wife  departing  this  life  at  the  age  of 
ninety-four  yearn.  He  was  a  soldier  in  the  Revo¬ 
lutionary  War  and  was  highly  respected  in  his  com¬ 
munity.  John  J.  Sammons  was  reared  and  mar¬ 
ried  in  New  York  and  in  1812  served  in  the  war 
of  that  period.  He  went  to  Canada  about  1823, 
and  purchased  a  tract  of  timber  land  in  Lincoln 
County,  where  he  erected  the  log  house  in  which 
our  subject  wns  born.  He  followed  his  trade  of  a 
;  blacksmith  and  resided  there  until  1856,  when,  ac¬ 
companied  by  his  wife  and  three  children,  lie 
came  to  Winnebago  County.  Locating  in  Har¬ 
lem  Township,  lie  purchased  the  farm  where  out 
subject  now  resides,  for  which  he  paid  122.50  per 
acre,  including  the  crop,  which  was  in.  Mr,  Sam¬ 
mons  devoted  his  time  to  the  cultivation  of  his 
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farm  until  the  infirmities  of  old  age  caused  .him  to 
retire.  I-lis  decease  occurred  December  14,  1883, 
at  the  advanced  ago  of  one  hundred  and  one  years,. 
The  maiden  name  of  the  mother  of  our  subject 
was  Anna  Snare,  a  native  of  Lincoln  County, 
Canada,  her  birth  occurring  October  6,  179(5.  She 
was  the  daughter  of  John  Snure  and  died  on  the 
home  farm  September  17,  18fi0. 

Amos  C.  Sammons  was  seventeen  years  of  ago 
when  he  came  to  this  county,  and  at  once  com¬ 
menced  to  assist  his  father  in  the  work  of  the 
farm;  lie  was  never  separated  from  his  parent 
until  their  decease.  Ho  now  owns  and  occupies 
the  old  homestead,  which  lie  is  cultivating  in  a 
manner  which  brings  him  in  the  largest  returns. 
June  20,  18(57,  he  was  married  to  Laura  J.  Rhodes, 
a  native  of  Roscoe  Township,  Winnebago  County, 
and  the  daughter  of  John  J.  Rhodes,  who  was  born 
in  Oneida  County,  N.  Y.  The  grandfather  of 
Mrs.  Sammons,  also  named  John,  was  born  in  3  re- 
land,  of  English  parents,  and  on  emigrating  to 
America  resided  fora  time  in  Rome,  N.  Y., whence 
ho  removed  to  Marcellas,  and  operated  a  woolen  j 
mill  until  his  decease.  The  maiden  name  of  his 
jyifo  was  Hannah  Combes. 

The  great-grandfather  of  Mrs.  Sammons,  Thomas 
Rhodes,  was  born  in  England,  and  with  three 
brothers  came  to  America,  locating  in  Rhode 
Island  about  1740.  lie  there  married  a  Miss  But¬ 
ler,  soon  after  which  event  he  returned  to  Europe 
and  settled  in  Roserea,  Ireland,  where  be  built  a 
stone  house  and  spent  the  rest  of  his  days. 

John  J.  Rhodes  was  roared  in  New  York  State, 
and  after  the  death  of  his  wife  went  to  Canada  and 
established  a  woolen  mill  near  London,  in  com- 
pany  with  his  brother  Joseph.  They  operated 
successfully  together  until  1837,  when  Mr  Rhodes 
came  overland  to  Illinois,  bringing  with  him  a 
quantity  of  the  cloth  he  had  manufactured. 
Locating  in  what  is  now  Roscoe  Township,  he 
entered  a  triict  of  Government  land  and  erected  a 
sawmill  which  he  conducted  fora  number  of  years, 
his  decease  occurring  in  1859.  The  mother  of 
Mrs.  Sammons,  known  in  her  maidenhood  as  Pa- 
melia  Wilson,  was  born  in  Kilham,  Niagara 
County,  Canada,  and  was  a  daughter  of  Crowell 
and  Hester,  Wilson;  she  died  in  1875.  Mr.  and 


Mrs.  Sammons  have  four  children:  Fred  E=,  Harry 
L.,  William  G.  and  Anna  Laura.  The  family  are 
memhersof  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and, 
in  his  political  relations,  our  subject  is  n  Republi¬ 
can,  casting  his  first  vote  for  Abrahnin  Lincoln. 


SIIEODORE  JOHNSON  is  a  practical  and 
progressive  farmer  of  Winnebago  County, 
residing  on  section  19,  Cherry  Valley  Town, 
ship,  where  lie  owns  and  operates  seventy-six  and 
one-half  acres  of  lipid.  IBs  fields  are  well  tilled, 
and  tiie  many  improvements  seen  upon  the  farm 
indicate  the  thrift  and  enterprise  of  the  owner. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  Monlmvillo  Johnson, 
was  born  in  Rensselaer  County,  N.  Y.,  Jammrv 
21,  1809,  and  was  a  son  of  Henry  Johnson,  a  na¬ 
tive  of  Rhode  Island,  who  died  in  Jefferson  County, 
N.  about  1842.  lie  was  the  father  of  a  large 
family  numbering  ten  sons  and  a  daughter.  Four 
died  in  childhood,  bid,  seven  grow  to  mature,  years 
and  became  heads  of  families.  TIn-eo  are  yet  liv¬ 
ing:  Warren,  who  resides  in  Ashtabula  Comity, 
Ohio;  Mrs.  Patience  Whitney,  and  Montruville 
Johnspn.  He  was  roared  in  the  usual  manner  of 
farmer  lads,  and  acquired  but  a  limited  education. 
In  Ilo^lsic,  N.  Y.,  he  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Sanilp-Riciimond,  daughter  of  Frederick  anti  Elsie 
Richmond.  They  woro  both  about  nineteen  years 
of  age  when  married,  and  upon  a  farm  in  the  Em¬ 
pire  State  they  began  their  domestic  life.  Tin* 
year  18CG  witnessed  their  emigration  to  Illinois, 
and  the  following  year  Air.  Johnson  purchased 
fifty-six  acres  of  land  in  Boone  County,  live  miles 
northwest  of  Bolvidero,  whore  ho  carried  on  agri¬ 
cultural  pursuits  until  1883.  He  then  sold  his 
farm  and  removed  to  Rockford,  where  lie  made 
his  home  for  two  years,  after  which  he  settled  upon 
his  present  farm. 

The  parental  family  numbered  eight  children, 
but  five  have  passed  away,  all  dying  when  quite 
young.  The  surviving  members  of  the  family  are 
Delia,  widow  of  George  W.  Tyler,  who  lives  with 
her  father  and  brother;  Edward  R.,  who  is  living 
in  lloosic  Fa! is,  N.  Y.;  and  Theodore,  of  this 
Sketch,  Neither  of  the  sons  is  married.  Mr.  John- 
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son  hns  but  one  grandchild;  Sanford  N.  Tyler, 
sou  of  Mrs.  Tyler,  who  resides  with  her  father.' 
The  young  mm  now  resides  in  Spokane  Falls, 
Wash,  Mrs.  Johnson  was  failed  to  her  final  rest 
on  the  5th  of  July,  1880,  and  her  remains  were 
.interred  in  the  Tobine  burial  ground,  near  the  old 
homo  in  Boone  County,  whore  tho  son  Lorenzo 
also  lies. 

Our  subject  was  reared  in  the  usual  manner  of 
farmer  lads,  and  to  fanning  has  devoted  his  entire 
timo  and  attention.  Jlq  now  operates  his  fathers 
land,  and  is  considered  a  successful  farmer,  indus¬ 
trious  and  enterprising.  No  is  widely 'and  favor¬ 
ably  known  throughout  this  community,  and  has 
many  friends  in  tho  county.  In  politics,  he  is  a 
supporter  of  Republican  principles  and  his  father 
has  boon  a  life-long  Democrat. 


HUMMER  II.  STONE.  A  position  Of  prom- 
O  illcnc0  fti“ong  the  citizens  of  Rockford  is 
occupied  by  tiiis  gentleman,  who  has  made 
his  home  in  this  city  since  March,  3884. 
However,  he  had  resided  in  Winnebago  County 
for  ton  years  prior  to  his  location  in  this  city,  hav¬ 
ing  come  hither  in  January,  1874,  and  spent  some 
time  in  Rockford,  where  he  was  connected  with  the 
Hess-IIopkins  Manufacturing  Company.  After¬ 
ward  he  purchased  a  well-improved  farm  three 
miles  from  the  city,  in  Rockford  Township,  and 
operated  that  place  until,  on  account  of  failing 
health  caused  by  sunstroke,  lie  relinquished  his 
active  labors  and  retired  to  tho  city. 

Although  no  longer  a  resiclont  of  his  farm,  Mr. 
Ktono  still  retains  an  interest  in  its  management,  I 
and  does  a  large  business  as  a  wholesale  dairyman, 
supplying  largo  hotels  and  restaurants  with  mi  11c. 
He  is  ono  of  tho  original  stockholders  in  the  Rock¬ 
ford  Burial  Case  Company,  of  which  he  is  now  a 
Director,  and  has  contributed  not  a  little  to  the 
growth  of  this  corporation,  one  of  the  most  exten¬ 
sive  in  tho  1)  orest  City.  He  came  to  this  city  from 
Minnesota,  where  he  was  engaged  in  business  as  a 
dry-goods  merchant,  furniture  dealer  and  under¬ 
taker  at  St.  Charles  for  some  seventeen  years. 


Mr.  Stone,  whose  portrait  accompanies  this 
sketch,  was  born  in  Franklin  County,  Vt.,  in  1835, 
and  learned  the  trade  of  a  mechanic  in  his  youth. 
His  father,  James  Stone,  belonged  to  a  worthy  New 
England  family,  of  English  descent,  his  ancestors 
iiaving  emigrated  to  America  prior  to  the  Revolu¬ 
tionary  War.  He  grew  to  manhood  in  the  Green 
Mountain  State,  and  in  1844,  accompanied  by  his 
wife  and  children,  removed  to  Sheboygan  Cotinty, 
Wis.,  where  ho  commenced  life  as  a  pioneer  farmer 
within  two  miles  of  tho  last  house  «•>  the  west  m  the 
State  at  that  time.  It  will  thus  be  seen  that  he  was 
one  of  the  earliest  settlers  of  that  part  of  Wiscon¬ 
sin,  and  amid  primitive  surroundings  he  toiled  for 
years,  rearing  a  family  of  eight  children,  and  im¬ 
proving  a  good  property.  One  child  died  at  the 
ago  of  seven,  but  the  remaining  seven  are ‘all  liv¬ 
ing,  and,  with  the  exception  of  our  subject,  are 
farmers. 

James  Stone  continued  to  live  in  Wisconsin  un¬ 
til  liis  death  in  1857,  at  the  age  of  sixty-one  years. 
He  was  prominent  in  local  politics,  and  served  as 
Justice  of  the  Peace  for  many  years.  He  named 
[  tho  town  of  Winooski,  Sheboygan  County,  Wis., 
and  was  its  first  Postmaster.  In  political  belief’ 
he  was  a  Republican,  and  favored  all  measures  cal¬ 
culated  to  advance  the  welfare  of  his  community. 
His  widow,  who  still  survives,  makes  her  home 
with  a  daughter,  Mrs.  Selden  Akin,  in  Wisconsin. 

In  February,  1892,  she  celebrated  her  ninety-third 
birthday,  and  although  so  old,  is  hale  and  active, 
writes  with  a  steady  hand,  and  has  full  possession 
Of  her  physical  and  mental  powers.  Lucinda  Dan- 
forth,  as  she  was  known  in  girlhood,  was  born  in 
Vermont,  and  was  of  English  extraction,  and  has 
for  many  years  been  identified  with  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church.' 

In  the  parental  family  our  subject;  is  tho  young¬ 
est  with  one  exception.  He  became  of  ago  in  Wis¬ 
consin,  and  afterward  went  to  Minnesota,  where  he 
lived  a  number  of  years.  In  the  winter  of  1863- 
64,  he  enlisted  in  the  service  of  his  country 
as  a  member  of  Company  D,  Seventh  Minnesota 
Infantry,  Capt.  Holla  Banks  and  Coi.  Wuiiam  R. 
Marshall,  ox-Govornor  of  Minnesota,  commanding. 
The  regiment  was  an  integral  part  of  the  Army  of 
the  Cumberland,  and  engaged  in  active  battle  as 
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well  as  in  detached  duty.  At  the  close  of  the  war, 
Mr.  Stone  was  honorably  discharged  in  September, 
1865,  and  returned  to  his  Minnesota  home. 

In  Wisconsin,  Mr.  Stone  was  married  to  Miss 
Lucy  McMurphy,  of  Painesville,  Ohio,  who  died 
in  St.  Charles,  Minn.,  nine  years  after  marriage, 
leaving  one  son,  Roy,'  now  in  Colorado.  After¬ 
ward  Mr.  Stone  was  married,  in  this  county,  to 
°Mary  Etta  Millard,  who  was  born  in  Massachu¬ 
setts,  and  came  to  Illinois  when  twenty  years  old, 
in  1865,  settling  with  her  parents  on  a  farm  near 
Rockford,  Her  father,  John  W.  Millard,  departed 
this  life  March  20,  1801,  aged  eighty  years,  his  last 
days  having  been  passed  at  the  home  of  his  daugh¬ 
ter,  Mrs.  Stone.  His  widow,  whose  maiden  name 
was  Martha  Harmon,  still  survives  at  the  age  of 
eighty  years,  and  makes  her  home  with  her  daugh¬ 
ter  in  Rockford.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stone  have  one 
son,  Frank,  who  is  attending  school  in  Rockford. 
In  their  religious  connections,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stone 
are  members  of  the  Christian  Union  Church,  and 
socially,  be  belongs  to  the  Eastern  Star.  He  is  a 
Master  Mason,  and  a  prominent  member  of  the 
G.  L.  Novi  us  Post  No.  1,  at  Rockford. 


Jf  OIIN  A.  CARLSON,  Superintendent  of  the 
Skandia  Plow  Company,  in  which  he  has 
been  a  stockholder  and  Director  since  its 
inception  in  1880,  has  also  filled  his  pn  - 
ent  position  and  that  of  foreman  most  of  these 
years.  With  the  correct  business  principles  and 
efficiency  with  which  this  business  is  conducted, 
it  has  not  failed  to  contribute  largely  to  the  con¬ 
venience  of  the  community,  and  to  its  own  estab¬ 
lished  prosperity. 

Mr.  Carlson  was  born  in  Kalmar  Lan,  Smoland 
Province,  Sweden,  December  18,  1815,  and  re¬ 
mained  there  until  1868,  when  he  left  home  and 
friends  to  seek  his  fortune  in  the  New  World.  He 
arrived  in  New  York  City  in  June  of  that  year, 
and  for  a  year  following  was  a  resident  of  Ford 
County,  III.  From  there  he  went  to  Chicago  to 
learn  the  blacksmith’s  trade,  and  afterward  was 
foreman  for  Brown  Bros.,  manufacturers  of  that 
city,  until  1874,  when  he  came  to  Rockford.  For 


a  numbor  of  years  after  coming  to  this  city,  lie 
followed  the  blacksmith’s  trade,  but  finally  became 
connected  with  the  present  plow  company,  and 
lias  since  given  this  business  bis  entire  attention. 
He  is  a  Tory  skillful  workman  and  thoroughly 
understands  liis  business. 

Since  liis  residence  in  this  country,  Sir.  Carlson 
has  been  joined  by  two  brothers,  Conrad  and  C. 
Alfred.  The  former  is  a  grain  dealer  of  Farnham- 
viile,  Iowa,  and  is  married.  The  latter  is  single 
and  resides  in  the  mining  regions  of  Bcaverville, 
Cal.  A  sister, Tilda,  is  the  wife  of  Gus  Lindstrom 
and  resides  in  Chicago.  The  parents  arc  still  liv¬ 
ing  in  Kalmar  Lan,  Smoland'  Province,  Sweden, 
and  are  now  quite  aged,  the  father,  Carl  Peterson, 
born  in  1819,  and  the  mother,  Gustavia  (Johnson) 
Peterson,  born  in  1822.  The  former  is  a  Swedish 
farmer  and  both  are  members  of  the  Swedish  Luth¬ 
eran  Church. 

Our  subject  was  married  in  Rockford  to  Miss 
Lotta  Anderson,  a  native  of  Wester  Gothland, 
Sweden,  who  came  to  the  United  States  with  her 
mother  in  1868.  She  was  quito  young  when  her 
father  died  in  liis  native  country,  and  her  mother 
died  after  reaching  this  country,  in  going  from 
Chicago  to  Rockford.  Mrs.  Carlson  wont  on  to 
Rockford,  where  she  had  two  sisters  living,  and 
has  since  made  her  homo  in  this  city.  Siie  and 
her  husband  are  members  of  the  First  Luth¬ 
eran  Church,  and  Mr.  Carlson  was  Trustee  of  the 
same  at  one  time.  He  is  a  Republican  in  politics. 
They  are  the  parents  of  four  interesting  children: 
Alfred  C.,  C.  Alma,  Henry  and  Leonard,  all  at 
homo.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Carlson  have  a  very  pleasant 
and  comfortable  home  at  No.  1204  Fourth  Avenue, 
Rockford. 

CHARLES  FLETCHER.  The  career  of  our 
subject  as  a  pioneer  citizen  has  been  one 
_  eminently  worthy  and  useful  to  the  com¬ 
munity  in  which  he  has  resided,  and  his  neighbors 
and  old  friends  unitedly  hear  testimony  to  his 
sterling  worth  and  valuable  services.  He  is  at  the 
present  time  living  a  life  of  ease  and  retirement  on 
South  Main  Street.  Mr,  Ficteher  has  been  a  resi- 


dent  of  Winnebago  County  since  1854,  and  of  the 
State  since  1838,  having  spent  the  intervening 
years  in  Ogle  County,  where  he  located  on  a  tract 
of  three  hundred  acres  of  land  in  what  is  now 
Pmo  lioclc  Township.  At  that  time  the  country 
was  very  sparsely  settled,  and  Indians  were  often 
seen  while  traveling  through  that  region.  Mr. 
l'letcher  went  to  Oregon  for  his  mail,  and  hauled 
wheat  to  Chicago  for  many  years  to  the  market, 
receiving  as  low  as  fifty  cents  per  bushel  for  it 
The  land  in  that  part  of  Ogle  County  did  not 
come  into  market  until  live  years  after  our  subject 
located  there,  and  as  Dixon  was  the  land  office,  he 
went  thither  and  entered  ius  claim  of  three  hun¬ 
dred  acres.  One-half  of  this  ho  improved  and  re¬ 
sided  upon  until  1854,  which  was  the  date  of  his 
coming  to  Rockford. 

Born  in  Konnebunk,  York  County,  Mo.,  October 
30,  1818,  our  subject  came  hither  from  Massachu¬ 
setts  where  his  parents  removed  when  he  was  a 
lad  of  nine  years.  Ho  is  a  son  of  the  Rev.  Na¬ 
thaniel  II.  Fletcher,  a  nativo  of  the  Bay  State,  who 
was  married  to  our  subject’s  mother  at  Wells,  Me. 
Tho  lady  boro  the  maiden  name  of  Sarah  Story,  a 
native  of  that  place,  and  the  daughter  of  Capt. 
John  Story  The  young  couple  later  returned  to 
Middlesex  County,  Mass.,  where  they  spent  the  re¬ 
mainder  of  their  lives,  having  become  the  parents 
Of  nine  children. 

Charles  Fletcher  is  the  youngest  and  only  sur¬ 
viving  member  of  the  parental  family.  Uis  father 
died  September  4,  1834,  having  been  connected 
with  the  Congregational  Church  as  a  minister  for 
the  greater  part  of  his  life.  He  was  a  well-educa¬ 
ted  man,  being  a  graduate  of  Harvard  College  in 
the  Class  of  1793,  and  occupied  a  high  position 
among  his  follow-preachers.  The  decease  of  our 
subject’s  mother  occurred  May  2G,  1834;  sho  was 
also  a  member  of  the  Congregational  Church,  and  a 
true,  consistent  Christian  lad}'. 

Miss  Anna  M.  Cory  became  the  wife  of  our 
subject  in  Lowell,  Mass.  She  is  a  native  of  Ver¬ 
mont,  and  n  daughter  of  James  and  Deborah 
Cory,  natives,  of  Now  England  and  Ontario,  re-  i 
spectivcly.  To  our  subject  and  his  wife  have  been  < 
born  four  children,  ait  of  whom  are  deceased,  * 
Huy  are  members  of  the  Court  Street  Method-  1 
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ist  Episcopal  Church  of  this  city,  to  the  support 
of  which  they  arc  libera!  contributors.  In  his  po¬ 
litical  relations,  he  has  always  been  an  ardent  Re¬ 
publican. 


WILLIAM  HENRY  SCHOONMAKER.  In 
mJlj  tllls  gcntlennW  Winnebago  County  lias  a 
iVW  fine  representative  of  its  native-born  citi- 


'  zens,  one  who  by  his,  enterprise,  progressiveness 

1  and  marked  ability,  is  materially  forwarding  its 

financial  welfare  in  several  ways.  He  is  at  present 
residing  on  a  portion  of  the  old  homestead,  and  is 
making  a  success  of  ins  occupation  as  a  farmer. 

Our  subject,  who  was  born  in  this  county,  May 
5,  1852,  is  the  son  of  Henry  Schoonmaker,  one  of 
the  pioneers  of  the  county,  who  had  his  birth  in 
the  town  of  Knox,  Albany  County,  N.  Y.,  where 
also  Henry  Schoonmaker,  the  grandfather,  as  far 
as  is  known,  was  born  and  carried  on  the  combined 
occupations  of  a  blacksmith  and  farmer. 

The  father  of  our  subject  learned  the  trade  of  a 
carpenter  and  joiner,  but  was  later  employed  in  an 
ax  factory  at  Cohoes,  N.  Y.  In  1838,  accompan¬ 
ied  by  his  wife  and  one  child,  he  came  to  Illinois, 
at  a  time  wheii  Rockford  was  but  a  hamlet  and  all 
tho  land  was  owned  by  the  Government.  He  made, 
a  claim  to  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land  in 
what  is  now  Winnebago  Township,  and  when  it 
came  into  market  made  the  first  entry  in  this 
county.  He  built  a  log  house  on  his  place,  into 
which  the  family  moved  and  where  our  subject 
was  born.  Tho  elder  Mr.  Schoonmaker  married 
|  Mary  Lown,  and  departed  this  life  on  the  old 
home  farm  in  1872,  having  at  his  death  the  mac- 
nificont  estate  of  three  hundred  iUld  twenty  acres. 
The  mother  of  our  subject  was  a  native  of  Schoha¬ 
rie  County ,  N.  Y.,  and  nmue  her  home  on  the  old 
farm  in.  Winnebago  Township,  until  her  death 
April  11,  1892,  ’ 

The  eight  children  included  in  the  parental  fam¬ 
ily  wore  Cornelia  A.,  Emelina,  John,  David,  Mar¬ 
garet  N.,  William  II.,  diaries  E.  and  Mary  Our 
subject  attended  school  in  his  youth,  and  ‘assisted 
Ins  father  m  cultivating  the  farm.  He  was  married 
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in  1878, to  Belinda  Tanglier,  who  was  born  in  Fee- 
atonica,  this  county,  and  was  the  daughter  of 
James  Taughor.  The  father  was  a  native  Of  Bcllc- 
nair,  Ireland,  where  alsodiis  father  was  born,  and 
married  Nora  McCale.  After  the  death  of  his 
wife,  he  came  to  America  and  died  in  Boston,  two 
mouths  later.  The  father  of  Mr..  Scltoon maker  was 
(if teen  years  old  when  lie  came  to  America,  and 
after  a  short  stay  in  Boston,  went  to  Dunkirk,  N. 
Y.,  and  resided  there  until  1852,  when  he  came  to 
Pecatoniea.  Eighteen  months  later,  lie  made  Win¬ 
nebago  his  home,  being  one  of  the  oldest  residents 
of  the  village.  The  maiden  name  of  his  wife  was 
Mary  Smith;  she  came  from  her  native  Country, 
Ireland,  with  a  brother,  when  eighteen  years  of  ago, 
and  died  February  IQ,  1887.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  SehOOn- 
maker  have  five  children:  Mary,  Jennie,  Laura, 
Winnie  and  Nellie.  In  his  political  views,  Mr. 
Schoon maker  votes  with  his  Republican  part}'. 


USTAF  Y.  LINDBLADE,  who  is  engaged  in 
,  the  grocery  business  in  Rockford,  was  born 
on  the  14 LI i  of  April,  1862,  in  the  Province 
of  Jensonping,  Sweden,  and  is  a  son  Of  John  G. 
and  Stena  (Anderson)  Lindblade.  When  he  was 
only  seven  years  of  age,  his  parents  came  to  this 
country  and  have  since  made  their  home  in  Rock¬ 
ford,  where  they  are  lecognized,  as  worthy  people 
and  valued  citizens.  Both  are  members  of  the 
Swedish  Tabernacle  of  this  city,  Mr.  Lindblade 
being  one  of  the  founders  of  the  church  and  an 
active  and  leading  member.  He  has  also  been  one 
of  its  officers  for  some  time,  serving  both  as  Dea¬ 
con  and  Trustee.  He  votes  with  the  Republican 
party.  Only  two  of  the  children  are  now  living. 
Alfred,  the  elder,  married  Charlotte  Nordwall,  and 
is  living  in  Rockford. 

Our  subject  is  the  younger  Of  the  two  brothers, 
lie  was  reared  to  manhood  under  the  parental  roof 
and  acquired  his  education  in  the  public  schools  of 
Rockford  He  entered  upon  his  business  career  as 
clerk  in  the  grocery  store,  and  after  attaining  his 
majority  started  out  in  business  for  himself.  He 
ran  a  dairy  for  some  eighteen  months,  and  in  May, 
1889,  as  a  partner  of  Mr.  Peterson,  began  business 


as  proprietor  of  a  grocery  store.  Ninco  December, 
1891,  ho  lias  been  alone  in  business  and  lias  carried 
On  a  successful  and  lucrative  trade. 

In  this  olty,  Mr.  Lindblade  was  united  in  mar¬ 
riage  with  Miss  Anna  S.  Btockenberg,  of  Rockford, 
Who  was  born  in  .Sweden,  and  in  1868  came  with 
hor  parents  to  this  country.  Her  father,  N.  G. 
Stockcnberg,  is  a  former  and  dairyman  of  Now 
Milford  Township,  an well-known  Swedish  gen¬ 
tleman  of  this  county.\llo  and  his  wife  were 
among  the  first,  and  are  still  leading,  members  in 
the  Tabernacle  Swedish  Church,  and  arc  highly 
respected  citizens. 

Mrs,  Lindblade  remained  with  her  parents  until 
hor  marriage.  By  the  union  of  our  subject  and 
his  wife  has  been  born  a  little  daughter,  Esther, 
March  11,  1887.  Mr.  and  Airs.  Lindblade  are 
among  the  prominent  young  Swedish  people  of 
this  city.  They  arc  adherents  of  the  same  religious 
faith  ns  their  parents,  and  the  husband  is  a  Trustee 
in  the  church,  in  which  lie  and  his  wife  are  faith¬ 
ful  workers.  In  polities,  ho  is  a  supporter  of  Re¬ 
publican  principles,  but  has  never  sought  or  desired 
public  office.  He  takes  an  active  interest  in  all 
that  pertains  to  the  welfare  of  the  city,  its  growth 
and  its  upbuilding,  and  gives  Ills  support  to  every 
worthy  enterprise.  He  is  a  prosperous  and  prom¬ 
ising  young  man  who  is  bound  to  succeed  in  life, 
for  he  possesses  the  essential  qualities  of  success 
and  has  excellent  business  ability,  as  his  career  has 
ai read}'  demonstrated. 


VILL1AM  G.  JOHNSON,  .vim  tor  n  number 

of  years  did  a  good  business  in  Rockford 
as  a  house  painter  and  decorator,  but  is 
now  living  a  retired  life,  claims  .Scotland  as  the 
land  of  his  nativity.  Ho  was  born  near  Glasgow, 
while  his  parents  wore  sojourning  there,  but  dur¬ 
ing  his  youth,  the  family  resided  at  different  places. 
His  father,  John  Johnson,  was  born  in  .Scotland, 
and  was  of  English  extraction,  lie  became  a  com¬ 


mercial  traveler  and  from  Manchester  and  Leeds, 


his  headquarters,  traveled  all  over  the  British 


provinces.  He  was  thus  engaged  until  las  death, 
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Jle  died  very  suddenly  of  n  fever  when  sixty-five 
years  of  ago. 

Our  subject  is  the  only  son  of  the  family  in  this 
country.  He  acquired  a  good  English  education, 
and  remained  at  home  until  fifteen  years  of  age, 
when  lie  started  out  in  life  for  hirnsolf.  He  then 
went  to  Liverpool,  where  he  served  a  seven  years' 
apprenticeship  under  Mr.  Beard,  an  English  house 
painter  and  decorator,  and  after  the  death  of  his 
employer  worked  for  his  widow,  serving  as  a  jour¬ 
neyman.  At  length,  lie  determined  to  try  his  for¬ 
tune  in  America,  and  in  the  latter  part  of  Novem¬ 
ber,  1852,  sailed  from  Liverpool  to  the  United 
States  on  the  “Manhattan,"  landing  in  New  York 
City,  whence  ho  went  to  Hamilton,  N.  Y.,  and  sub¬ 
sequently  to  Earlville,  that  State,  doing  business 
as  a  boss  painter  until  he  came  to  Rockford. 

Not  long  after  his  arrival  in  this  country,  Mr. 
Johnson  was  uni  ted  in  marriage  to  Miss  Jennie  M. 
Murphy.  Unto  them  have  been  horn  three  daugh¬ 
ters:  Lutitia,  wife  of  L.  M.  Saley,  editor  of  the 
Northwestern  lumberman,  of  Chicago,  where  they 
make  their  homo;  Sadie,  wife  of  Dell  E.  Trahern, 
proprietor  of  the  Rockford  Brass  Works,  living 
with  Mr.  Johnson;  and  Nettie  B.,  wife  of  C.  R. 
Duncan,  a  dealer  in  fine  arts  at  Detroit,  Mich. 

On  coining  to  Rockford  in  1856,  Mr.  Johnson 
embarked  in  business  ou  Ins  own  account  as  a 
house  painter  and  paper  hanger,  and  did  a  success¬ 
ful  business  for  many  years.  He  was  an  expert  at 
his  work,  and  a  skilled  grain  or  and  decorator.  He 
built  up  a  largo  trade,  and  from  the  beginning  his 
efforts  were  crowned  with  prosperity,  so  that  in 
the  course  of  years  he  won  a  handsome  competence. 

He  was  a  straightforward  and  upright  business 
man,  enterprising  and  progressive,  and  well  de¬ 
served  his  success.  In  December,  1 890,  lie  sold  out 
to  J.  C.  Pilkington,  who  hart  been  in  his  employ 
for  many  years,  and  since  that  time  has  lived  a  re¬ 
tired  life.  He  1ms  a  wide  acquaintance  in  Rock¬ 
ford,  and  is  well  and  favorably  known.  Himself, 
wife  and  children  arc  members  of  the  Westminster 
Presbyterian  Church,  and,  in  politics,  lie  is  a  stal¬ 
wart  Republican,  taking  an  active  interest  in  the 
work  of  that  party  and  its  success.  Ho  is  also  a 
Knight  Templar  Mason  and  prominent  in  Masonic 
circles.  Public-spirited  and  progressive,  he  gives 
83 
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his  support  and  eo-operation  to  all  that  pertains  to 
the  welfare  of  the  community  and  the  advance¬ 
ment  of  its  best  interests.  The  family  is  well 
worthy  of  representation  hr  this  volume.  His 
daughters  are  all  well  married,  their  husbands  be- 
ing  leading  and  successful  business  men  in  their 
various  lines.  Mrs.  Trahern  and  her  husband  re¬ 
side  with  her  parents,  and  the  lady  is  an  artist  of 
no  inconsiderable  ability. 


More  than  one  half- 
Wj;  coiilury  ago  in  the  Green  Mountain  State, 
a  district  school  was  taught  by  a 

(§£))  young  gentleman,  who,  although  a  native 
of  New  York,  had  passed  most  of  his  life  in  Ver- 
mont.  Among  his  pupils  was  a  young  lady  in 
whom  lie  had  moro  than  ordinary  interest.  She 
was  about  to  leave  Vermont  for  Illinois,  together 
with  her  mother  and  sister,  to  join  the  other 
members  of  the  family  near  Springfield.  Teacher 
and  pupil  had  a  little  private  understanding  in 
their  business  affairs,  for  they  were  to  be  in  com¬ 
mon,  and  it  was  arranged  that  he  was  to  come 
West  the  ensuing  year. 

True  to  his  promise,  the  year  1840  found  our 
subject  journeying  Westward,  and  he  finally 
reached  Rochester,  Sangamon  County,  Ill.,  Ms  des¬ 
tination.  There  he  found  Nanc.y  J.  Taft  in  charge 
Of  a  village  school,  and  ready  to  step  out  of  hex- 
position  as  teacher  to  give  way  to  him.  For  six 
months  the  school  was  conducted  in  that  manner, 
with  an  attendance  of  one  hundred  pupils.  But 
neither  was  satisfied.  They  longed  for  a  change  and 
earnestly  desired  a  home.  Although  the  country 
was  beautiful,  yet  the  people  were  subject  to  fever 
and  ague,  and  to  establish  a  permanent  home  there 
would  bo  to  invite  sickness  and  perchance  an  un¬ 
timely  death. 

Henry  W.  Pier,  for  such  was  the  name  of  the 
young  gentleman,  began  to  prepare  to  remove 
further  North,  and  soon  had  a  covered  wagon,  a 
span  of  bays  and  a  trunk.  Miss  Taft,  who  was 
interested  in  the  enterprise,  also  had  a  trunk  and  a 
dry-goods  box  filled  with  such  things  as  only  a 
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woman’s  foresight  could  see  the  need  of.  In  184,1, 
they  were  married  and  commenced  their  journey 
Northward,  not  knowing  at  that  time  just;  where 
they  would  locate. 

Traveling  through  Peoria,  Dixon,  Rockford, 
Janesville,  Madison  and  Ft.  Winnebago,  Mr,  Pier 
and  his  young  wife  at  last  reached  Fond  du  Lac, 
Wis.  Around  them  was  a  seemingly  endless  prai¬ 
rie,  wild  but  beautiful.  During  their  journey,  wild 
animals  would  frequently  cross  the  road,  deer 
would  gaze  at  them  from  the  distance,  and  when 
the  darkness  of  night  would  prevent  further  travel 
and  they  would  lie  down  to  sleep  in  the  wagon, 
wolves  would  faov'l  around  them-— lihe  only  noise 
that  broke  the  silence  of  the  night.  The  country 
to  which  they  had' Come  was  healthy,  but  the  Rock 
River  region,  through  which  they  had  passed,  was  i 
ever  uppermost  in  their  mind  and  it  was  not  long 
before  they  resolved  to  return  hither  in  search  of 
a  home. 

Accordingly,  in  the  winter  of  1841-42,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Pier  came  to  the  vicinity  of  Belvidere,  and 
here  they  have  since  resided,  participating  in  the 
wondrous  changes  of  fifty  years  and  more.  Mr. 
Pier  has  been  principally  engaged  in  farming,  in 
which  he  has  been  very  successful.  In  addition  to 
his  personal  affairs,  he  has  occupied  positions  of 
trust,  both  of  a  public  and  private  character,  and 
has  discharged  the  duties  of  those  offices  with 
efficiency  and  fidelity.  In  politics,  he  is  a  Repub¬ 
lican  with  Prohibition  tendencies.  Religiously,  he 
is  a  firm  believer  in  Jesus  Christ  as  more  than  hu¬ 
man,  and  the  only  One  whose  practice^  and  teach¬ 
ings  are  safe  to  bo  accepted  as  our  guide  to  eternal 
life.  Those  pioneers  with  whom  he  was  associated 
in  liis  younger  years  have  mostly  passed  from  the 
scenes  of  earth,  but  their  places  have  been  taken 
by  others  equally  worthy,  in  whose  hands  the  in¬ 
terests  of  Boone  County  are  being  upheld,  and  the 
principles  of  equity  arid  justice  are  being  promul¬ 
gated. 

As  above  stated,  Mr.  Pier  is  a  native  of  New 
York  and  was  born  in  Chenango  County,  January 
9,  1815,  the  son  of  Albert  D.  and  Clcmma  (Adams) 
Pier.  Mrs.  Pier  was  born  in  Addison  County,  Vt., 
September  5,  1819,  the  daughter  of  Josiali  and 
Phebe  (Davis)  Taft.  When  our  subject  was  a 


mere  infant,  his  parents  returned  to  Addison 
County,  Vt.,  their  native  place,  whore  the  father 
soon  afterward  died.  The  mother  was  left  desti¬ 
tute  but  Struggled  along  bravely  and  untiringly, 
inculcating  lessons  of  virtue  and  honesty  in  her 
two  children,  our  subject  and  a  younger  brother. 
Her  memory  is  precious  to  our  subject,  who  re¬ 
members  that  to  hor  teachings  he  owes  much. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Pier  arc  the  parents  of  two  living 
children:  the  elder,  Phebe  L.,  married  Marvin  K. 
"Woods,  in  1870,  and  has  since  resided  mostly  in 
Iowa,  although  recently  she  removed  to  Colorado, 
where  Mr.  Woods  died  and  lies  buried.  Their  four 
Children  are  all  living.  Frances  C-,  the  younger 
daughter,  married  Dr.  Frank  8.  Whitman,  in  1875, 
and  has  since  made  her  homo  in  Belvidere.  This 
worthy  family  occupies  a  high  place  in  the  regard 
Of  the  people  of  Boone  County  and  there  are  few 
who  have  not  either  met  them  or  heard  much  con¬ 
cerning  their  pioneer  labors  and  noble  characters. 

The  lithographic  portrait  of  Mr,  Pier  accom¬ 
panies  this  sketch. 


fkA  OSES  B.  MARTIN.  The  attractive  nnd 
I  \W  commodious  residence  at  No.  1007  Kil- 
11  11  bun  Avenue,  Rockford,  is  owned  and  oe- 

™  cupied  by  the  gentleman  whoso  name 
introduces  this  sketch  and  who  is  here  passing  ins 
declining  years  in  retirement.  He  lias  resided  in 
the  West  since  three  years  old,  when  ho  was 
brought  by  his  parents  to  Ogle  County,  locating 
on  a  farm  five  miles  from  the  city  of  Oregon. 
There  lie  grew  to  man’s  estate,  operated  a  farm, 
which  ho  sold,  and  removed  to  Leo  County  in  1857. 
After  improving  a  farm  in  China  Township,  lie 
sold  the  place  and  returned  to  Ogle  Comity,  where 
he  resided  some  four  years. 

We  next  find  Mr.  Martin  a  resident  of  Ashton, 
Lee  County,  whore  he  operated  as  a  lumber  and 
grain  merchant  and  was  successful  in  accumulating 
a  competency.  With  the  earnings  thus  industri¬ 
ously  obtained,  lie  purchased  one  hundred  and 
twenty  acres  of  land,  which  ho  still  owns  and  which 
is  a  well-improved  farm.  Afterward  lie  removed 
to  Cherokee  County,  Iowa,  and  after  a  sojourn  of 
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several  years  there,  returned  to  Rockford,  where 
he  has  since  lived  in  retirement.  However,  his 
life  is  by  no  means  an  idle  one,  for  in  the  over¬ 
sight  of  his  largo  landed  interests  ho  finds  suftiei- 
ent  to  occup3r  iiis  attention  and  demand  his  super¬ 
vision.  He  owns  a  substantial  store  building  in 
Rockford,  and  other  property  of  considerable  value. 

Born  in  the  Province  of  Ontario,  Canada,  our 
subject  is  the  son  of  John  Martin,  likewise  a  na¬ 
tive  of  Canada.  The  paternal  grandfather,  James, 
was  the  son  of  an  Irish  nobleman,  who,  on  account 
of  his  marriage  with  a  lady  of  the  Catholic  faith, 
was  disinherited  and  sent  to  America,  thus  found¬ 
ing  the  family  in  this  country.  .After  attaining 
his  majority  on  the  homo  farm,  John  Martin  was 
married  to  Miss  Aim  is  Nettletou,  who  was  born  in 
Ontario,  her  parents  being  Connecticut  people  of 
New  England  ancestry.  In  1838,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
John  Martin  removed  with  teams  from  Canada  to 
Ogle  County,  camping  by  night  ancf  journeying  in 
primitive  fashion  by  day  for  six  weeks,  at  the  ex¬ 
piration  of  which  time  they  reached  Lafayette 
Township. 

The  first  home  of  the  family  was  a  little  log 
cabin  which  the  father  erected  during  his  first  visit 
to  Lafayette  Township  on  the  land  which  lie 
entered  from  the  Government.  So  barren  and 
drear  was  the  surrounding  country,  that  when  the 
new  homo  was  pointed  out  to  the  wife  and  mother 
she  burst  into  tears,  but  soon  other  settlers  estab¬ 
lished  homes  near  them  and  she  became  reconciled 
to  the  change,  For  many  years,  the  bandits  of  the 
West  were  their  neighbors,  including  such  men  as 
Norton  Rich,  Bill  Bridge,  and  Dick  and  Tom  Akins, 
but  the  only  loss  suffered  on  their  account  was 
that  of  a  valuable  horse. 

The  father,  who  was  born  in  1800,  died  at  the 
home  of  our  subject,  in  Ashton,  in  1876.  He  was 
a  good  citizen  and  a  worthy  member  of  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  Church.  His  wife,  who  was  also 
born  in  1800,  survived  him  a  number  of  years  and 
died  in  Rockford,  in  1887,  leaving  to  lier  descend¬ 
ants  the  memory  of  a  true  Christian  life.  Three 
Of  her  sons,  Janies  N.,  Ilenry  L.  and  John  W,,  are 
prominent  ministers  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  and  are  scholars  of  wide  reputation,  the 
first-named  having  for  twenty  years  boon  professor 


in  the  Pacific  College,  of  California,  Another  son, 
Pliilctus  S.,  is  a  ranchman  near  Pomona,  Cal.,  on 
the  Cheno  Ranch.  A  daughter,  Sarah  J.,  formerly 
the  wife  of  Joseph  Earl,  died  in  the  prime  of  life, 
leaving  two  children. 

The  marriage  of  Moses  D.  Martin  at  Light 
House  Point,  Ogle  County,  united  him  with  Miss 
Burella  Paddock,  who  was  born  in  Indiana  and 
was  brought  by  her  parents  to  Ogle  County  when 
six  months  old.  She  was  here  reared,  and  received 
tier  education  in  a  seminary  at  Willoughby,  Ohio. 
Her  father,  Riiey  Paddock,  an  old  settler  of  Ogle 
County,  died  in  1886,  at  an  advanced  age.  Her 
mother,  Eliza  (Snoddy)  Paddock,  survives  at  a 
good  old  age  and  makes  her  borne  in  Ashton. 

Mr.  and  Mrs,  Martin  are  the  parents  of  six  chil¬ 
dren,  namely:  Luna  M.,  wife  of  W.  B.  King,  of 
Redwood  Falls,  Minn.,  a  prominent  business  man 
of  that  city;  Elmer  E.,  who  operates  a  steam  grist¬ 
mill  in  Marcus,  Iowa,  and  there  makes  his  home,  his 
wife  having  in  former  years  been  known  as  Miss 
(’ora  Over;  Lillian  E.,  who  is  a  teacher  in  tire  Lin¬ 
coln  Schools,  at  Rockford;  Riley  P.,  who  is  taking 
a  post-graduate  course  in  chemistry  at  the  North¬ 
western  University  at  Evanston,  Ill.;  M.  DeWitt,  a 
pharmacist  and  druggist  at  Redwood  Falls,  Minn., 
and  Maud  L.,  who  is  in  the  public  schools  of  Rock¬ 
ford.  In  their  religious  convictions,  Mr.  Martin 
and  lixs  estimable  wife  are  members  of  tire  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  Church.  Socially,  lie  is  a  Mason, 
and  in  politics  is  a  stanch  Republican.  He  has 
served  as  Supervisor  and  School  Treasurer  of  Ogle 
and  Lee  Counties,  and  is  deeply  interested  in  all 
public  measures. 


^  AMD  A.  BARNARD,  one  of  the  foremost 
)  business  man  of  Rockford,  is  now  residing 
at  No.  204  South  Fis'st  Street,  where  he 
has  made  his  home  for  11111113-  years.  He 
seems  to  be  one  of  those  quiet,  unassuming  gen¬ 
tlemen  whose  chief  aspiration  is  an  honest  living, 
without;  that  morbid  ambition  which  sometimes 
leads  to  the  wreck  of  fortune  and  character.  He 
came  to  Rockford  in  1853,  when  twenty-one  years 
of  age,  and  began  business  as  a  carpenter,  but  two 
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years  later  gave  this  up  and  embarked  in  the  lath¬ 
ing  business  which  he  has  followed  with  marked 
success  up  to  the  present  time.  lie  has  witnessed 
the  wonderful  growth  of  the  city  since  iris  resi¬ 
dence  here,  and  has  contributed  his  share  towards 
its  advancement  and  prosperity. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Deerfield,  Mass.,  on 
the  5th  of  October,  1831,  and  is  a  descendant 
of  an  old  and  prominent  fatrnl}’  Of  that  State. 
His  grandfather,  David  Barnard,  was  Of  English 
descent  and  a  Revolutionary  patriot,  serving 
bravely  and  gallantly  for  independence.  lie 
married  a  Massachusetts  lady,  and  died  at  Shel¬ 
burne,  that  State,  when  quite  aged.  His  wife  also 
died  in  that  State.  He  was  a  cabinet-maker  by 
trade.  Their  son,  David  Barnard,  Jr.,  father  of 
our  subject,  was  one  of  a  large  family  of  children, 
and  passed  his  boyhood  and  youth  on  a  farm  in 
bis  native  State,  Massachusetts.  He  married  Miss 
Eliza  Whifcomb,  a  native  of  Williamsburgh,  Mass., 
and  the  daughter  of  David  and  Abigail  (Hunt) 
Whitcomb,  natives  also  of  that  State,  in  which 
they  passed  their  last  days,  both  dying  at  an  ad¬ 
vanced  age. 

Mr.  Barnard  passed  almost  hi3  entire  life  in  his 
native  State,  but  died  in  Falvyiew,  Pa.,  in  the 
year  1843,  while  on  his  way  home  with  a  drove  of 
cattle.  He  was  fifty  years  of  age,  His  widow 
died  in  1850  when  little  past  middle  age.  Of  the 
six  children  born  to  this  union,  four  grew  to  ma¬ 
ture  years,  but  only  our  subject  and  Calvin, 
who  resides  in  Waukesha,  Wis.,  and  who  has  been 
a  conductor  on  the  St.  Paul  &  Milwaukee  Railroad 
for  the  last  thirty- five  years,  are  now  living. 

D.  A.  Barnard  was  married  in  Troy,  N.  Y.,  to 
Miss  Mary  Hamm,  who  was  reared  and  educated  in 
that  city  and  who  followed  teaching  for  a  few 
years  before  her  marriage.  Her  parents,  Henry 
andMary  (Miller)  Hamm,  are  natives,  respectively, 
of  Troy,  N.  Y.,  and  Hookeynorton,  Oxfordshire, 
England,  and  now  reside  a  sln.^rt  distance  from 
Troy,  N.  Y.  Mrs.  Hamm’s  grandparents  live  in 
England,  where  they  are  classed  among  the  best 
of  its  citizens.  They  arc  now  seventy-six  and 
sixty-seven  years  of  age,  respectively,  and  have 
been  members  of  the  Dutcli  Reformed  Church  for 
many  years.  They  had  ten  children,  eight  of 


whom  are  yet  living  and  generally  prosperous  in 
life.  Mrs.  Mary  Hamm  was  loft  motherless  at  an 
early  age  and  came  with  hoc  father,  Timothy  Mil* 
lor,  to  the  United  States  when  six  years  of  age. 
Mr.  and  Airs.  Barnard’s  union  was  blessed  by  the 
birth  of  throe  children,  who  wore  as  follows;  Au¬ 
gustus,  who  died  when  nine  years  of  ago;  Harry  8. 
will  soon  graduate  from  the  High  School  of  Rock¬ 
ford;  and  Charles  D.,  a  bright  little  follow  of  throe 
years.  Airs.  Barnard  and  Harry  S.  are  mem  bora  of 
the  First  Congregational  Church.  Air.  Barnard  is 
a  Republican  in  his  political  views. 

USTAVUS  A.  SALSTROM,  Secretary,  Treas- 
?  urcr  and  manager  of  the  Union  Grocery 

_ ,  Company  of  Rockford,  was  born  in  Saby 

Socken,  Sweden,  on  the  18th  of  August,  1841,  and 
at  the  age  of  twelve  years,  bade  good-bye  to  his 
old  home,  and,  in  company  with  his  family,  sailed 
from  Gottonburg,  August  3,  1853.  After  a  Jong 
and  tedious  journey,  they  landed  in  Charleston, 
S.  C.,  and  thence  went  to  New  York  Oily.  They 
had  to  wait  nine  weeks  for  a  vessel  to  bring  them 
to- this  country,- and  during’  that  time  the  wife  and 
mother  died  of  cholera,  which  was  then  epidemic, 
leaving  eight  children,  all  under  the  age  of  thir¬ 
teen  years.  On  arriving  in  this  country,  the  father 
had  to  leave  his  children  in  Pittsburg  while  ho 
went  to  seek  a  home.  Some  very  generous  people 
aided  him  in  reaching  Pittsburg,  and  there  three 
of  the  younger  children  were  left  for  a  time, in  an 
Orphan’s  home,  while  the  father  and  Use  four  older 
children  went  to  Chicago,  whore  ho  sought  work. 
Subsequently,  he  went  to  St.  Peter,  Minn.,  whore 
he  was  later  joined  by  bis  children,  lie  bore  many 
hardships  and  trials,  but  at  length  overcame  such 
difficulties,  meeting  with  a  fair  degree  of  success. 
He  died  in  AUnnosota,  in  1860,  at  the  ago;bf  forty- 
six  years.  Both  he  and  his  wife  were  members  of 
the  Swedish  Lutheran  Church,  and,  were  people  of 
sterling  worth.  Two  of  the  children  are  also  de¬ 
ceased-  John  served  throughout  the  Rebellion  as 
a  member  of  the  Fourth  Minnesota  Infantry,  vet¬ 
eranized,  and  died  after  his  return  from  the  army; 
Charles  also  wore  the  blue  during  tiie  late  war, 
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find  is  now  loontod  in  Duluth,  Minn.,  a  prosperous 
business  man  of  that  place;  Eve  is  now  the  wife  of 
Dr.  L.  Liljencrantz,  of  Oakland,  Cal.;  Charlotte  E. 
is  the  wife  of  John  Green,  a  retired  farmer  of  St. 
Peter,  Minn.;  Hattie  is  living  with  her  sister  in 
Oakland,  Cal,  Gustava  is  now  deceased,  and  the 
whereabouts  of  Andrew  are  unknown. 

Gustayus  A.  Salstrom,  whose  name  heads  this 
sketch,  was  married  in  this  city  to  Miss  Gustava 
Hegberg,  who  was  bom  in  Lundby,  Sweden,  De¬ 
cember  26,  1847,  and  when  a  small  child  came  with 
her  parents  to  the  United  States  in  1854.  The 
family  settled  in  Rockford,  but  the  father  and 
mother  are  now  living  near  Winthrop,  Minn.,  on 
a  farm.  Since  coming  to  this  country  they  have 
achieved  success,  and  are  now  living  retired,  rest¬ 
ing  in  the  enjoyment  of  the  fruits  of  their  former 
toil.  Mrs.  Salstrom  was  the  thirdjn  order  of  birth 
in  their  family  of  seven  childref.,  of  whom  three 
sons  and  three  daughters  are  yet  living. 

Nino  children  grace  the  union  of°our  subject 
and  his  wife:  Charles  F.,  Secretary  of  the  Excel¬ 
sior  Furniture  Company;  Rachel,  Gustavus  A.,  a 
carver  in  one  of  the  furniture  factories  of  Rock¬ 
ford;  David  B.,  a  carver  by  trade,  now  foreman  in 
the  Northwestern  Parlor  Furniture  Company  of 
Chicago;  John  E.,  book-keeper  for  the  Union  Gro¬ 
cery  Company;  Peter  B.,  Luther  A.,  Mary  M.  and 
Eva  A. 

Mr.  Salstrom  and  his  wife  arc  active  members  of 
Pie  First  Lutheran  Church,  in  which  lie  has  been 
Trustee  and  Deacon  for  some  years,  and  Sunday- 
school  Superintendent  for  four  years.  ITe  exor¬ 
cises  his  right  of  franchise  in  support  of  the  Re¬ 
publican  party,  of  which  ho  is  a  stalwart  supporter, 
and  has  boon  Alderman  of  the  Sixth  Ward  for  six 
years,  and  at  present  liolds  that  office.  After  coming 
to  this  country,  he  spent  three  years  in  Chicago, 
and  eight  years  in  Minnesota,  ere  locating  in  Rock-  i 

ford,  fie  then  came  to  this  city  in  1864,  and  for  I 

Olio  year  was  employed  as  clerk,  after  which  he  < 
formed  a  partnership  with  II.  F.  Peterson,  in  the  < 
grocery  business.  The  firm  continued  as  Peterson  a 
ife  Salstrom  for  fourteen  years,  after  which  the  busi-  s 
ness  was  merged  into  the  Union  G  rocery  Company,  ( 
which  lias  met  with  a  prosperous  career.  They  o 
bavo  recently  built  a  beautiful  block,  which  is  oc-  o 


cupied  by  the  company.  They  carry  a  large  and 
complete  line  of  staple  and  fancy  groceries,  and  do 
an  excellent  business,  having  a  large  trade.  In 
connection  with  his  interest  in  this  company,  Mr. 
Salstrom  was  one  of  the  men  who  was  instrumental 
in  establishing  the  Rockford  Central  Furniture 
Company  in  1879,  which  he  has  served  as  a  Director, 
and  was  a  traveling  salesman  in  its  interest  for 
several  years  prior  to  the  time  that  he  became  man¬ 
ager  of  the  grocery  cbmpany  in  1886.  I-Ie  is  also 
connected  with  the  Skandia  Plow  Company,  and 
has  an  interest  in  two  hundred  and  sixty-five  acres 
of  land  near  Worthington,  Minn.  In  business  cir¬ 
cles  lie  ranks  high  as  a  trustworthy  and  upright 
man,  and  his  friends  throughout  the  community 
arc  many. 


ft™  LORD  was  born  in  Norwich,  Conn., 
jLtf  On  the  17th  of  April,  1826,  and  his  father, 
^  \  -kynds  Lord,  was  born  at  the  same  place  in 
1 787.  The  elder  Mr.  Lord  followed  farming  in 
lus  native  State,  then  in  Pennsylvania  and  finally 
in  Ohio.  His  wife,  the  mother  of  our  subject, 
was  Priscilla  (Potter)  Lord,  of  Norwich,  Conn., 
the  daughter  of  William  and  Olive  (Fitch)  Potter, 
of  Lisbon,  Conn.  The  marriage  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Lord  occurred  on  the  31st  of  January,  1821,  and 
resulted  in  the  birth  of  nine  children,  six  sons  and 
three  daughters,  viz.:  Natlmn  L.,  Eleazer,  William 
T.,  Laura  A.,  Rufus  (our  subject),  David  II.,  Mary 
A.,  Caroline  and  Charles  E.  Only  four  of  these 
children  are  now  living.  The  parents  removed 
from  the  Nutmeg  State  to  Walnut  Creek,  Erie 
County,  Pa.,  in  the  spring  of  1829,  and  brought 
with  them  their  six  children.  They  settled  on  a 
farm  with  some  improvements,  made  by  an  elder 
brother  who  had  died,  and  a  sawmill  and  gristmill 
on  the  place,  run  by  water  from  the  Walnut 
Creek,  was  operated  by  Mr.  Lord.  This  mill  was 
very  near  Lake  Erie,  and  no  matter  how  dry  the 
season  happened  to  he,  Walnut  Creek  never  failed. 
Often  when  streams  were  failing  all  over  the  State 
grist  was  brought  to  this  mill  from  a  distance  of 
one  hundred  miles.  * 
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After  residing'  on  this  farm  for  about  soven 
years,  Mr.  Lord  sold  out  and  removed  to  Trum¬ 
bull  County,  Ohio,  where  he  bought  a  farm  of  one 
hundred  and  twenty-eight  acres,  well  improved 
with  a  good  hewn-log  house.  Mere  this  contented 
couple  resided  many  years,  but  finally  sold  out  to 
their  son,  David  IT.,  and  the  father  died  near 
Quincy,  III.,  whither  he  had  gone  on  business,  in 
the  spring  of  1857.  He  was  seventy-two  years  of 
age  and  was  buried  there.  His  widow  survived  him 
twenty  years,  and  died  in  Ravenna,  Ohio,  in  1877, 
when  eighty-eight  years  of  ago.  Five  of  her  chil¬ 
dren  were  then  living. 

In  1846,  the  subject  of  this  sketch  left  home,  and 
With,  his  brother,  William  T.,  went  across  the  coun¬ 
try  to  Illinois,  driving  over  one  thousand  head  of 
sheep.  They  were  fifty-one  days  on  the  way  and 
arrived  in  Rockford  Township  the  3d  of  August 
of  that  year.  The  next  spring  they  sold  the  sheep 
not  killed  by  the  wolves,  and  Rnfus  took  eighty 
acres  of  State  land  in  Rockford  Precinct,  settling 
On  it  with  his  bride,  Esther  M.  Campbell,  to  whom 
he  was  married  November  28,  1849.  She  was  a 
native  of  Yates  County,  N.  Y.,  born  Ju^o  JO,  1825, 
and  the  daughter  of  Delmount  and  Perihelia  (Ben¬ 
nett)  Campbell,  the  fattier  a  native  of  New  York, 
and  the  mother  of  Vermont.  Mrs.  Lord  came 
West  with  her  parents  when  eighteen  years  of  age 
and  settled  with  them  on  a  farm  near  Rockford. 
The  father  died  at  the  home  of  our  subject,  in 
1862,  when  sixty-three  years  of  age.  The  mother 
had  died  in  1851,  when  about  fifty-seven  years  of 
age.  Mrs.  Lord  has  one  sister,  Mrs,  Walter  Crow¬ 
ley,  who  resides  near  her, 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lord  sold  their  first  farm  in.  Janu¬ 
ary,  1852,  and  bought  one  hundred  and  sixty-one 
acres  where  they  now  reside,  for  which  they  paid 
$700.  On  this  was  a  small  log  house  and  there 
were  about  fifty  acres  cleared.  Here  they  have 
resided  ever  since  and  have  made  many  and  vast 
improvements.  In  1871,  they  erected  a  nice, 
roomy  house,  and  the  same  year  their  mammoth 
barn,  42x64,  with  a  basement  nine  „fo^t  high  and 
a  shed,  32x14,  was  erected.  This  gives  good  stab¬ 
ling  room  for  forty-five  head  of  cattle  and  six 
horses.  Mr.  Lord  keeps  but  few  cows,  just  enough 
for  their  own  use,  and  he  has  rented  out  his  farm 


for  the  past  fourteen  years.  ITe  has  held  a  number 
of  local  positions  Atul  1ms  served  many  years  as 
School  Trustee  an  t  i,»»J,ico  of  the  Peace.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Lord  aro  Frec-wr/i’  Baptists  in  their  religious 
views. 

Mrs,  Lord’s  niece,  Mary  J.  Crowley,  was  taken 
into  the  family  at  the  ago  of  five  years,  and  re¬ 
mained  with  them  until  she  married  Henry  J. 
Fritz,  and  sixteen  years  afterward.  She  is  the 
mother  of  three  children,  Walter  R.,  Alma  and 
Florence  E, 

ARREN  ANDREWS.  Among  the  worth- 
ijliSt  of  the  representative  agriculturists  in 
tliis  portion  of  the  country  is  Mr.  Andrews, 
who  owns  a  fine  farm  of  two  hundred  and  sixty- 
nine  acres  in  Bonus  Township,  Boone  County,  Ill. 
Like  many  of  the  prosperous  citizens  of  the  county, 
he  is  a  native  of  the  Empire  State,  born  in  Onon¬ 
daga  County,  April  12, 1821.  He  is  a  son  of  Elca- 
zer  and  Daphnes  (Goodalc)  Andrews,  natives  of 
the  Green  Mountain  State,  but  who  passed  the 
closing  scenes  of  their  lives  in  Onondaga  County, 
N.  Y.,  the  father  when  about  ninety-three  years  of 
age. 

“  Warren  Andrews  remained  at  home  until  nine¬ 
teen  years  of  age,  and  then  served  three  years’  ap- 
i  prcnticeship  at  the  carpenter’s  trade.  After  this 
he  got  pay  by  the  day,  and  by  economy  and  good 
;  management  he  accumulated  .sufficient  means  to 
justify  him  in  hiking  a  wife.  On  the  8th  of  Feb¬ 
ruary,  1847,  he  celebrated  his  nuptials  with  Miss 
Louisa  Keeler,  who  was  born  in  Cortland  County, 
N.  Y.,  on  the  25th  of  February,  1825.  She  is  a 
daughter  of  Martin  and  Sally  (Webster)  Keeler. 
(See  sketch  of  A.  Keeler  for  family  history.)  To 
Mr.  ami  Mrs.  Andrews  were  born  five  children, 
who  are  as  follows:  Adelia,  born  in  New  York 
State,  on  the  oth  of  November,  1844, married  Smith 
Marvin  and  is  the  mother  of  one  child;  Adelbert, 
also  a  native  of  New  York,  born  March  27,  1849, 
married  Miss  Sarah  Goodyear  and  is  the  father  of 
two  children,  ft  son  and  daughter;  Ella,  born  in 
this  county,  June  24, 1851,  marriedThcodo.ro  Huff¬ 
man  and  has  one  child,  a  daughter;  Alda,  also  a 
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native  of  this  county,  horn  October  29,  1853,  mar¬ 
ried  George  Dean;  and  Frank,  born  in  this  comity 
on  the  3d  of,  February,  18G8,  married  Miss  Ida 
Robbins  and  is  the  father  of  one  child,  a  daughter. 

After  marriage,  our  subject  rented  his  father’s 
farm  until  1849,  when,  in  the  spring  of  that  year, 
he  resolved  to  seek  bis  fortune  in  the  Far  West, 
fie  came  to  Illinois  in  search  of  a  suitable  location, 
and  in  the  spring  of  1850  moved  his  family  to 
Boone  County,  Avhc.ro  lie  purchased  seventy-three 
acres,  on  which  stood  an  old  log  house,  'into  this 
he  moved  with  his  wife  and  little  children  and 
this  roof  sheltered  them  for  four  years,  when  Mr. 
Andrews  gold  out  and  bought  his  present  line  farm 
of  two  hundred  and  sixty-nine  acres.  On  this  he 
lias  made  many  very  extensive  improvements,  and 
not  only  1ms  he  a  line,  comfortable  house,  but  his 
barns  and  outbuildings  are  all  substantial  and  com¬ 
modious.  lie  conducts  his  farming  operations  in 
a  manner  suggestive  of  mud),  thoroughness  and 
experience,  and  is  one  of  the  active  tillers  of  the 
soil  in  the  community. 

Politically  a  Republican,  his  association,  as  far 
as  party  is  concerned,  has  always  been  with  that 
body.  He  lias  never  inspired  to  oilice  and  has  never 
held  any  other  than  a  few  minor  positions.  He 
no  doubt  inherits  his  thrift  and  energy  mostly 
from  bis  Scottish  ancestors  on  the  mother’s  side  of 
the  family,  but  there  were  many  successful  farmers 
and  professional  men  on  the  other  side.  Mr.  An¬ 
drews  had  several  nephews  in  the  Civil  War,  and  ’ 
they  became  prominent  men,  both  in  serving  their 
country  in  the  war  and  in  their  different  occupa¬ 
tions. 


ijf^KANClS  BROCKMAN,  of  Rockford,  who 
!Jp@)  is  »0W  living  a  retired  life,  claims  Germany 
(AS  as  the  land  of  his  nativity.  Ho  was  bora 
ih  Hanover,  June  24,  1826,  and  at  the  early  age  of 
six  years  was  left  an  orphan,  bis  parents  dying  ten 
months  apart.  In  the  family  were  seven  children, 
but  four  died  in  the  Fatherland  and  two  in  this 
country,  and  for  the  past  twenty-six  years  our 
subject  has  been  the  only  survivor.  They  were  all 
members  of  the.  Catholic  Church, 

Francis  Brockman  at  a  very  early  age  began 


earning  his  own  (('livelihood.  He  remained  in  his 
native  land  uutikeighteen  years  of  age,  when  he 
determined  to  seek  his  fortune  in  the  New  World, 
and  crossed  the  broad  Atlantic  from  Bremen,  land- 
ing  in  New  Orleans  in  December,  1844.  He  went 
from  there  to  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  where  for  two  years 
he  was  employed  in  a  brick  yard,  after  which  he 
began  working  ;n  a  cigar  factor}'.  On  completing 
the  trade  in  April,  1848,  he  went  to  Chicago,  and 
in  the  autumn  of  the  same  year  took  up  his  resi¬ 
dence  in  Peoria,  where  lie  remained  until  the  fol¬ 
lowing  spring,  when  we  again  find  him  in  St. 
Louis.  At  length,  the  cholera  broke  out  in  that 
city  and  he  went  up  to  Wurtemberg,  Clayton 
County,  Iowa,  where  his  brother  was  living.  In 
1849,  he  returned  to  Peoria,  where  he  spent  the 
succeeding  eight  years  of  his  life,  running  a  cigar 
store  for  other  parties  until  1857. 

While  in  that  city,  Mr.  Brockman  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Louisa  G.  Schlink,  who  was 
born  in  Baltimore,  Md.,  August  13,  1832.  The 
same  year,  her  parents  had  emigrated  to  this  coun¬ 
try  from  IIcsse-Darmstadt,  Germany.  Her  father, 
Valentine  Schlink,  was  nf>ooper  by  trade.  Ho  be¬ 
came  a  resident  of  Peoria  County,  II].,  where  lie 
purchased  and  improved  a  good  farm,  making  it 
his  home  until  a  few  years  before  his  death,  when 
iie  moved  to  McLean  County,  Ill.,  where  liis  death 
occurred  May  12,  1890,  at  the  age  of  eighty-four 
.years.  Ilis  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Mary 
Elder,  died  in  Peoria  County,  in  1877,  in  the  sev¬ 
enty-first  year  of  her  age.  They  were  members  of 
the  German  Catholic  Church  and  had  a  large  fam¬ 
ily  Of  children.  From  the  time  she  was  six  years 
of  ago  until  her  marriage,  Mrs.  Brockman  was 
a  resident  of  Peoria  Count}'. 

In  1857,  Mr.  Brockman  came  with  his  family  to 
Rockford,  and  purchased  the  stock  of  Julius  Mayr, 
carrying  on  a  successful  business  as  a  tobacconist 
lor  many  years.  He  secured  a  large  and  lucrative 
patronage  and  won  a  place  among  the  well-to-do 
citizens  of  Winnebago  County.  He  is  now  the 
owner  of  the  business  house  at  No.  311  State  Street 
and  several  valuable- residences  in  this  city  and 
1  eoria,  and  the  income  derived  therefrom  enables 
him  to  lay  aside  all  business  cares  and  live  a  re¬ 
tired  life,  enjoying  the  competence  which  he  won 
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by  bis  industry  and  enterprising  efforts.  Unto.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Brockman  were  born  four  children : 
Frances  L.,  wife  of  Charles  Guilbnan,  foreman  of 
the  chemical  department  of  the  Fire  Department 
of  Peoria,  Ill.;  Tillie  M.  and  Emma  I.,  at  home; 
and  George,  who  is  assistant  Superintendent  of  the 
Hackensack  Electric  Light  Company,  of  Hacken¬ 
sack,  N.  J.  In  St.  Paul’s  Church  of  Brooklyn,  he 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Hattie  Hanley,  of 
Jersey ville.  Ill. 

Mr.  Brockman  is  an  Odd  Follow  and  Trustee  Of 
his  lodge.  His  wife  is  a  member  of  the  Catholic 
Church.  They  are  worthy  people,  highly  respected, 
and  our  subject  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  valued 
citizens.of  Rockford.  For  years,  he  has  been  a 
prominent  member  of  the  Germania  societj*  of 
this  city  and  has  been  its  Treasurer  for  fifteen 
years. 


WjAMES  H.  COMPTON,  a  successful  dealer 
I  in  all  kinds  of  carriages,  baggies,  harness, 

I  farm  implements,  farm  machinery,  etc.,  and 
((HP'  one  of.  the  popular  and  most  successful 
business  men  of  this  city,  bas  been  a  resident  of 
Rockford  Since  1881,  buthas  been  engaged  in  busi¬ 
ness  on  bis  own  account  only  since  January,  1890, 
He  is  admirably  located  at  No.  517  "West  State 
Street  and  has  gained  an  enviable  reputation  as  a 
successful  business  man.  From  the  time  lie  first 
came  to  this  city  he  has  been  engaged  in  Iris  pres¬ 
ent  business,  but  for  nine  years  of  the  time  he  was 
with  Matthew  Harvey,  at  the  stand  he  now  occu¬ 
pies,  three  years  of  that  time.  Mr.  Compton's 
object  now  is  to  carry  a  fine  and  high  grade  of 
Carriages  to  satisfy  the  demands  of  the  best  trade. 

Our  subject  came  to  this  State  in  May,  1852, 
and  resided  in  Rockford  for  one  year.  Since  then 
he  has  made  his  home  in  Winnebago  County  and 
was  engaged  in  business  as  a  mechanic  and  con¬ 
tractor  for  some  time.  After  this,  agricultural 
pursuits  occupied  his  attention  in  this  and  Ogle 
County  for  eighteen  years  and  his  reputation  as  a 
hard-working,  industrious  man  is  well  known. 
Since  his  residence  here  he  has  been  identified  with 
the  business  interests  of  this  city,  and  the  enter¬ 


prise  he  has  established  is  second  to  none  in  its 
line,  and  he  may  well  feel  a  justifiable  pride  in  it. 

Born  in  Somerset  County,  N.  J.,  our  subject 
thoro  grow  to  manhood  and  learned  the  trade  of  a 
carpenter  and  joiner,  which  he  followed  for  seven 
years  before  coming  West,  He  came  of  New  Eng¬ 
land  stock,  and  was  the  son  of  Reuben  Compton, who 
was  also  a  native  of  New  Jersey,  born  in  1798.  The 
older  Mr.  Compton  followed  agricultural  pursuits 
all  his  life  and  remained  in  his  native  State  until 
1853,  when  he  decided  to  move  Westward.  He 
came  tu  Winnebago  County,  111.,  settled  on  a  par¬ 
tially  improved  farm  in  Owen  Township,  and  made 
many  decided  improvements  in  the  same.  He 
passed  the  remainder  of  his  days  on  this,  and  died 
when  over  eighty  years  of  age.  The  companion 
of  his  joys  and  sorrows  remained  a  few  years  on 
the  old  home  place  and  then  too  passed  away,  be¬ 
ing  also  over  eighty  years  of  ago.  She  had  been 
formerly  Miss  Elizabeth  Poison,  a  native  of  New 
Jersey,  and  lier  ancestors  came  from  Hollaed,  the 
original  stock  being  members  of  the  old,  or  regular, 
Baptist  Church.  They  were  the  parents  of  ten 
children,  four  sons  and  one  daughter  now  living. 
Two  of  the  sons,  John  and  Saul,  were  soldiers  in 
the  Rebellion,  serving  in  the  Seventy-fourth  Illi¬ 
nois  Regiment,  The  latter  was  killed  in  battle 
while  bravely  bearing  his  National  colors.  He  had 
married,  and  by  his  death  left  a  sorrowing  wife 
and  two  little  children  who  are  stilt  living.  John 
was  wounded  at  the  battle  of  Ft.  Donelson,  and 
died  soon  afterward.  lie  was  single.  Both  were 
loyal  and  brave  boys  and  arc  now  numbered  with 
the  thousands  of  other  brave  lads  who  gave  up 
their  lives  for  their  country. 

In  Somerset  Comity,  N.  J.,  in  1817,  our  sub¬ 
ject  married  Miss  Hester  A.  Vandercoolc,  wlio  was 
born  and  roared  in  the  same  State,  but  in  a  county 
adjoining  Somerset.  She  came  of  Dutch  ances¬ 
tors  as  the  name  indicates,  and  of  New  Jersey 
parentage.  Her  father,  Henry  Vandercoolc,  was 
accidentally  drowned  when  in  the  prime  of  life, 
while  trying  to  save  the  life  ol  another.  His 
friend’s  life  was  saved  but  be  himself  was  drowned. 
His  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Lydia  Whale, 
having  moved  to  Illinois  in  1860,  afterward  mar¬ 
ried  a  Mr.  0.  Van  Dyke,  and  both  are  now  deceased, 
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the  totter  dying  when  eighty- four  years  of  age  and 
the  former  when  seventy-seven  years  of  jmc.  They 
were  the  parents  of  three  children,  and  lifter  the 
death  of  her  father,  Mrs.  Compton  -was  reared  by 
her  mother  and  step-father,  remaining  with  them 
untd  her  marriage.  She  is  a  very  intelligent  and 
amiable  tody. 

In.  his  political  views,  Mr.  Compton  advocates 
the  principles  of  the  Republican  party,  and  in  re¬ 
ligion  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Compton  are  members  of  the 
Court  .Street  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and 
both  liberal  contributors  to  the  same.  They  have 
been  blessed  in  their  union  by  the  birth  of  five 
children,  one.  Reuben,  being  now  deceased.  Those 
living  are:  Henry,  a  forenmn.in  the.  Emeraon-Tal- 
colt  Manufacturing  Company,  married  Miss  Mary 
borsyth,  of  Rockford;  Nathan  assists  his  father  in 
the  business  and  resides  at  home;  Ella,  wife  of 
Robert  McAvoy,  an  attorney  of  the  firm  of  Frost; 
*  McAvoy;  and  Nellie  at  home. 

SAMUEL  F.  PENFIELI),  senior  partner  in 
•the  firm  of  8.  F.  «fc  G.  F.  Fen  field,  in 
Rockford,  was  born  at  Fitts  ford,  Rutland 
County,  Vt,  in  January,  1822.  His  par¬ 
ents  wore  both  natives  of  Fairfield  County,  Conn., 
the  father  Having  been  born  at  Fairfield  in  1780,’ 
and  the  mother  at  Sherman  in  1780.  They  were 
both  connected  with  largo  and  influential,  families 
who  were  among  the  early  settlers  of  Massachu¬ 
setts,  Rhode  Island  and  Connecticut,  and  took  an 
active  and  prominent  partin  forming  the  religious, 
educational  and  political  institutions  of  those 
.States. 

About  1790,  John  Fenfleld,  the  grandfather  of 
Samuel  F.,  removed  with  his  wife  and  unmarried 
children  from  Fairfield,  Conn.,  to  Fitts  ford,  Vt., 
where  lie  spent  the  remainder  of  his  days,  dying  in 
November,  1829,  aged  eighty-two  years.  His  family 
of  five  sons  and  five  daughters  all  lived  to  a  good 
old  age,  their  average  age  at;  death  being  seventy- 
five  and  three-tenths  years.  All  but  one  settled  in 
■Vermont  and  the  near  vicinity,  taking  and  main¬ 
taining  high  positions  in  the  communities  where 
they  resided,  and  leaving  families  which  followed 


m  their  footsteps,  and  did  credit  to  their  memories. 
Their  descendants  have  since  become  greatly  scat¬ 
tered,  being  found  in  nearly  all  of  the  New  Eng¬ 
land  States,  as  well  as  most  of  the  Middle  and 
Western  States. 

Sturgcs  Fen  field,  the  father  of  Samuel  F.,  re¬ 
turned  to  Fairfield  County,  Conn.,  in  January, 
1806,  and  brought  Laura  Giddings  as  a  bride  from 
Sherman  to  Pittsford,  making  the  winter  journey 
on  horseback,  instead  of  in  a  Pullman  sleeper  as 
his  degenerate  descendants  would  do  now.  Upon 
the  spot  where  they  first  settled,  they  spent  the  re¬ 
mainder  of  their  lives.  There  their' six  sons  and 
six  daughters  were  born  and  reared,  all  of  whom 
reached  maturity  except  one  boy,  who  was  acci¬ 
dentally  poisoned.  When  a  young  man,  Sturges 
/earned  the  trade  of  a  hatter,  and  carried  on  that 
business  for  many  years,  adding  to  it  later  the 
manufacture  of  woolen  cloths  and  carpets,  and  also 
carried  Oil  a  general  merchandising  store.  He 
wms  a  man  of  the  strictest  integrity,  and  of  decided 
moral  convictions,  lie  at  one  time  owned  and 
operated  a /distillery  for  making  whiskey,  from 
which  he  derived  a  large  revenue;  but  when  the 
subject  of  temperance  began  to  he  agi toted,  some 
sixty  year| ago,  lie  became  convinced  of  the  wrong 
of  that  kiiid  of  business,  tore  out  the  worm  and 
the  still,  sold  them  for  old  copper,  and  converted 
the  distillery  into  a  tenement  house,  and  he  was 
ever  afterward  a  strong  advocate  of  total  absti¬ 
nence  and  prohibition.  In  early  life,  ho  was  a 
Whig,  but  when  the  slavery  question  began  to  be 
agitated,  he  embraced  Abolition  sentiments,  and 
early  joined  the  Abolition  part}-,  and  acted  and 
voted  with  them  until  that  party  was  merged  in 
the  Republican  party.  He  lived  to  see  thcliquor 
business  outlawed  in  the  State  of  his  adoption,  and 
slavery  abolished  in  the  nation.  He  and  his  wife 
were  during  most  of  their  lives  consistent  Chris¬ 
tians,  and  ardent  and  liberal  supporters  of  the 
Congregational  Church  of  Pittsford. 

Samuel  b.  spent  his  childhood  and  youth  at 
home,  attending  the  district  and  select  schools,  and 
working  on  the  farm  and  in  the  factory  when  not 
attending  school.  When  about  fourteen  years  old, 
he  became  a  Christian,  and  united  with  the  Con¬ 
gregational  Church.  He  shortly  afterward  became 
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animated  with  a  desire  to  obtain  a  liberal  educa¬ 
tion  and  prepare  himself  for  the  Gospel  ministry. 
Having  obtained  the  consent  of  his  parents,  he 
commenced  fitting  himself  for  college,  stud)  ing 
with  his  pastor,  the  Rev.  Willard  Child,  and  at¬ 
tending  the  select  schools,  which  wore  usually  pro¬ 
vided  in  the  neighborhood  each  fall  and  winter. 
In  February,  1838,  his  father  took  him  to  Bun- 
Seminary,  at  Manchester,  Vt.,  to  complete  his  prep¬ 
aration  for  college,  and  in  July,  1839,  lie  was  grad¬ 
uated  with  honor  from  that  institution,  and  in 
August  following  entered  the  Freshman  class  of 
Middlebitry  College.  He  took  a  good  Stand  in  his 
class,  and  during  the  latter  part  of  his  college  life, 
was  employed  as  private  tutor  to  the  children  of 
Prof.  A.  C.  Twining,  one  of  his  college  instructors. 
He  was  ambitious  and  Studious,  and  in  order  to 
maintain  bis  standing  in  bis  class,  and  perform 
faithfully  his  duties  as  tutor,  he  was  obliged  to 
“burn  the  midnight  oil”  a  good  deal,  the  result  of 
which  was,  that  when  abouthalf  throughhis  Sopho¬ 
more  year  he  was  compelled  to  leave  college  and 
abandon  study  entirely  on  account  of  the  failure 
of  his  eyes. 

After  resting  a  few  months,  Mr.  Pen  field  found 
his  eyes  so  much  improved,  that  he  ventured  to  en¬ 
gage  in  teaching,  and  in  the  spring  of  184.1,  ac¬ 
cepted  the  situation  of  Principal  of  tho  Boys’ 
Academy  in  Pottstown,  Pa.  After  filling  that  po¬ 
sition  for  a  year,  he  found  his  eyes  so  far  restored 
that  he  decided  to  return  and  try  to  complete  his 
college  course,  and  accordingly  wont  home  and 
made  up  the  rest  of  his  Sophomore  studies,  and  at 
Commencement,  in  August,  1842,  was  examined 
and  admitted  to  the  Junior  class  of  Middlobury 
College.  But  before  the  fall  term  commenced  in 
September,  he  was  again  attacked  with  inflamma¬ 
tion  of  the  eyes,  and  reluctantly  compelled  to 
abandon  the  idea  of  completing  his  college  course. 
He  then  returned  to  Pennsylvania  and  engaged  as 
Principal  of  the  Boys’  Academy,  in  Grwigsburg, 
Schuylkill  County.  After  teaching  there  a  year 
and  a  half  to  the  full  satisfaction  of  the  Trustees 
of  the  institution,  he  resigned  his  position  and  re¬ 
turned  to  Pittsford  to  assist  hiS  father  in  his  busi¬ 
ness. 

Subsequently,  Mr.  Pen  field  formed  a  partnership 


witli  II.  F.  Lotbrop  (who  afterward  became  his 
brother-in-law),  under  tho  name  of  Lothrop  A. 
Penfield,  and  fitted  up  a  thread  mill  for  the  manu¬ 
facture,  •''-.cotton  thread  in  a  building  owned  by 
Ml.  Lotutop,  near  his  father’s  factories.  This  busi¬ 
ness  he  followed  until  1852,  but  finding  it  unre- 
munerati  v’e.  gave  it  up  and  returned  to  teaching. 
Ho  taught  private  schools  about  two  years  in  New 
Durham  and  North  Hoboken,  IS.  J.,  from  which 
place  he  went  to  Pottsville,  Pa.,  taking  the  posi¬ 
tion  of  Principal  of  the  Grammar  School,  where  ho 
gave  good  satisfaction.  This  position  he  occupied 
until  the  spring  of  1857,  when  he  heard  the  call 
“Go  West,  young  man,”  and  obeyed  it, locating  at 
Rockford,  HI.,  where  his  two  brothers,  David  S. 
and  John  G.,  were  in  business.  Here  he  was  em¬ 
ployed  as  a  teacher  in  tho  East  Bide  High  School 
and  Grammar  School  fer  the  first  two  years  after 
they  were  organized.  In  1860,  lie  engaged  in  the 
insurance  business,  occupying  the  office  with  his 
brothers  D.B.  and  J.G.  Penfield,  who  were  engaged 
in  the  reftl-estato  and  loaning  business.  In  August, 
1862,  ho  enlisted  as  private  in  Company  K,  Sev¬ 
enty-fourth  Regiment  Illinois  Infantry,  and  went 
into  camp  with  the  regiment  at  Camp  Butler,  Rock¬ 
ford,  but  upon  examination  by  tho  regimental  sur¬ 
geon,  for  the  purpose  of  being  mustered  into  service, 
he  was  rejected  on  account  of  defective  eyesight, 
so  that  he  was  not  permitted  to  serve  his  country 
in  that  way.*  He  then  resumed  the  insurance  busi¬ 
ness,  and  pursued  the  oven  tenor  Of  his  course. 

In  1871,  Mr.  Penfield  made  a  slight  diversion 
from  his  usual  labors,  and  spent  most  of  that  year 
in  Kansas,  as  one  of  the  Locating  Committee,  and 
General  Manager  of  the  so-called  “Illinois  Prohibi¬ 
tion  Colony”  which  located  in  the  northern  part  of 
Dickinson  County,  and  later  became  one  of  the 
influences  which  ultimately  made  Kansas  a  Prohibi¬ 
tion  State.  He,  however,  kept  up  his  insurance 
business  in  Rockford,  which  during  his  absence 
was  looked  after  by  his  son  George  F. 

In  1876,  Mr.  Penfield  formed  a  partnership  with 
George  F.  to  carry  on  the  Insurance  and  real-estate 
business  under  tho  firm  name  of  S.  F.  Penfield  & 
Son.  George  F.  had  for  several  years  been  engaged 
in  the  insurance  business  in  Chicago  in  connection 
with  the  Firemen’s  and  Globe  Insurance  Compan- 
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ICS  of  that  city,  and  had  developed  an  uncommon 
aptitude  for  that  kind  of  business.  Owing-  to  the 
energy  and  skill  which  the  junior  partner  brought 
into  the  concern,  the  business  began  to  grow,  and 
has  continued  to  increase  year 'by  year  until  the 
preseut  time.  In  January,  1884,  the  firm  name 
was  changed  to  S.  P.  &  G.  P.  Pen  field,  which  it  has 
retained  over  since.  The  firm  probably  represents 
at  the  present  time  a  larger  amount  of  insurance 
capital  than  any  other  one  concern  in  the  State, 
being  upwards  of  $80,000,000,  and  probably  does 
a  larger  fire  insurance  business  than  any  other  firm 
in  the  State  outside  of  Chicago. 

In  April,  1881,  the  Homo  Building  &  Loan 
Association  of  Rockford  was  organized,  chiefly 
through  the  instrumentality  and  efforts  of  George 
1?.  Pen  field.  S.  F.  Penfleld  was  made  its  first  Secre¬ 
tary,  which  office  lie  held  for  three  years.  At  the 
end  of  that  time,  George  F.  was  elected  Secretary, 
and  has  held  that  office  ever  since.  The  business 
of  the  Association  lias  always  been  carried  on  in 
the  office  of  8.  F,  &  G.  F.  Penfleld,  and  has  grown 
to  large  proportions.  The  Association  has  loaned 
during  the  eleven  years  of  its  cxis  fence  upward  of 
$825,000,  mostly  in  the  city  of  Rockford,  and  has 
now  in  force  loans  amounting  to  $328,875.  It  lias 
proved  a  blessing  to  many  a  poor  man,  who  has, 
through  its  instrumentality,  secured  a  home  for 
his.  family,  and  formed  habits  of  economy  and 
thrift  which  will  bless  him  and  his  family  through 
life. 

The  earliest  resident  of  the  Penfleld  family  in 
Rockford  was  David  8.,  brother  of  our  subject,  who 
became  a  permanent  resident  (if  the  place  in  1838 
and  soon  afterward  gained  prominence  in  business 
circles  as  a  merchant  and  hanker,  a  member  of  the 
old  firm  of  Briggs,  Spafford  &  Penfleld,  hankers. 
Hint  banking  institution  was  finally  merged  into 
the  present  Third  National  Bank,  which  is  one  of 
the.  successful  and  solid  institutions  of  the  city. 

He  took  an  active  interest  in  the  enterprises  of  the 
city  ami  its  advancement  until  his  death,  which 
occurred  in  May,  1873,  at  the  age  of  sixty-one. 

In  the  fall  of  1851,  Samuel  F.  was  married  to 
Miss  Lemira  B.  Clark,  of  Pawlet,  Rutland  County, 
VL.  who  belonged  to  a  large  and  influential  family 
in  Southern  Vermont,  and  which  is  now,  like. 


many  of  the  old  New  England  families,  scattered 
throughout  the  Middle  and  Western  States.  They 
have  had  five  children,  four  sons  and  one  daugh¬ 
ter.  The  eldest,  George  F.,  is  the  active  member 
of  the  firm  of  8.  F,  &  G.  F.  Penfleld.  He  is  an  en¬ 
ergetic  business  man,  stockholder 'and  Director  in 
several  of  the  manufacturing  companies  of  the 
city,  and  interested  in  several  of  the  recent  addi¬ 
tions  lo  the  city.  He  was  married,  in  the  fall  of 
187G,  to  Miss  Addie  F.  Sherman,  at  Jersey  Shore, 
Pa.,  and  they  are  the  parents  of  six  children,  four 
daughters  and  two  sons.  They  have  a  delightful 
residence  on  the  west  bank  of  Rock  River,  in  the 
north  part  of  the  city. 

Ihe  second  son,  Charles  S.,  was  married  in  1879 
to  Miss  Adella  S.  Potter,  of  West  Springfield,  Pa., 
and  is  the  father  of  four  children,  one  son  and 
three  daughters.  He  is  a  thorough-going  business 
man,  active,  energetic  and  prompt,  and  readily  se¬ 
cures  the  confidence  and  respect  of  all  with  whom 
he  lias  business  relations.  He  was  for  some  six  or 
Seven  years  engaged  in  the  real-estate  and  loan 
business  in  Spencer,  Iowa,  but  for  the  last  four 
years  has  been  a  railroad  contractor  of  the  firm  of 
McDonald  &  Penfleld,  with  headquarters  at  Fre¬ 
mont,  Neb. 

Edward  M.,  the  third  son,  is  an  expert  book¬ 
keeper,  and  has  been  employed  in  the  Rockford 
post-office,  and  in  various  manufacturing  establish- 
ments  in  Rockford  and  elsewhere.  lie  "is  now  in 
the  Government  employ,  gathering  and  compiling 
the  statistics  of  the  last  census,  and  has  merited 
and  received  high  commendation  from  Hon.  R.  P. 
Porter,  Superintendent  of  the  Census  Bureau. 

Robert  8.,  the  youngest  son,  died  of  diphtheria 
when  about  nine  years  old.  He  was  a  bright  and 
lovable  boy,  who  easily  won  the  hearts  of  his  par¬ 
ents  and  teachers  and  all  who  knew  him.  Mabel 
8.,  the  youngest  child  and  only  daughter,  is  a  stu¬ 
dent.  in  the  Conservatory  of  Music  at  Oberlin, 
Ohio,  and  is  a  young  lady  of  decided  musical  tal¬ 
ent.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Penfleld  have 'been  for  about 
thirty-five  years  members  of  the  First  Congrega¬ 
tional  Church  of  Rockford,  in  which  he  has°  been 
for  many  years  a  Deacon.  Politically,  he  was  as  a 
young,  man  a  Whig,  helped  to  make  Vermont  a 
Prohibition  State,  was  in  at  the  birth  of  the  Re- 
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publican  party,  and  clung  to  it  until  he  was  forced 
out  by  his  Prohibition  principles.  He  now  labors 
and  acts  with  the  Prohibition  party,  and  will  over 
pray  and  labor  for  the  suppression  Of  the  liquor 
traffic. 

A  lithographic  portrait  of  Mr.  Penfield  accom¬ 
panies  this  sketch. 


JACOB  YAN  ALSTINE,  for  many  years  one 
of  the  prominent  agriculturists  of  Winne¬ 
bago  County,  has  since  1884  lived  retired 
in  the  city  of  Rockford,  at  No.  GOG  Rook  ton 
Avenue.  He  was  born  in  the  town  of  Glen, 
Montgomery  County,  N.Y.,  April  6, 1814,  in  which 
place  his  father,  John.  A.  Yan  Alstine,  was  also 
born. 

Abraham  Yan  Alstine,  the  grandfather  of  our 
subject,  was  born  in  the  above-named  county  and 
was  of  Dutch  ancestry.  He  served  as  a  patriot  in 
the  Revolutionary  War  and\vdied  in  1832,  in  the 
town  of  Glen.  His  wife,  who  was  Miss  Quacken- 
busli,  died  on  the  same  day  and  one  hour  later 
than  her  husband.  The  father  of  our  subject 
learned  the  trade  of  a  carpenter,  in  addition  to 
which  business  lie  followed  farming  in  the  town  of 
Glen  for  many  years.  Later,  going  to  Michigan, 
he  departed  this  life  at  the  home  of  a  daughter, 
near  Vassar.  The  maiden  name  of  his  wife  was 
Catherine  Gardinier,  a  native  of  Montgomery 
County,  and  the  daughter  of  Nicholas  Gardinier. 
Her  grandfather,  Jacob  Gardinier,  was  also  a  na¬ 
tive  of  New  York,  and  was  a  Captain  during  the 
Revolutionary  War.  His  house  was  burned  by  the 
Indians  during  that  period  and  on  that  same  spot 
lie  erected  another  building,  the  nails  which  were 
used  in  its  construction  being  manufactured  by 
himself.  The  maternal  grandfather  of  our  subject, 
Nicholas  Gardinier,  was  a  farmer,  and  died  in  his 
native  county  in  1832.  lie  was  also  a  soldier  in  the 
Revolutionary  War,  and  after  his  decease  his 
widow,  Rachel  Gardinier,  drew  a  pension.  She  was 
a  native  of  the  same  county  where  his  birth  oc¬ 
curred. 

Jacob  Van  Alstine  learned  the  trade  of  a  car¬ 


penter  and  joiner,  and  when  very  young  com¬ 
menced  boating  on  the  Erie  Canal,  later  owning  a 
boat  which  was  used  in  freighting,  (irst  from 
Montgomery  County  to  Albany,  and  later  from 
Buffalo  to  Albany  and  New  York,  which  ho  fol¬ 
lowed  for  several  seasons.  While  thus  employed, 
ho  had  an  experience  which  came  near  costing  him 
his  life.  About  midnight  two  mon  came  along 
and  asked  for  a  ride  on  the  boat.  Our  subject  con¬ 
senting,  they  boarded  the  vessel.  Leaving  his 
brother  to  steer,  Jacob  retired  to  his  bunk,  but 
soon  awoke  to  find  one  of  the  strange  men  stand¬ 
ing  over  him  with  a  revolver  and  demanding  of 
him  money  or  his  life.  Our  subject  reached  for 
Iris  poeketbook,  which  ho  handed  to  the  robber,  and 
as  ho  did  so,  the  robber  attempted  to  shoot  him, 
but  the  revolver  missed  fire,  when  Mr.  Van  Alstine 
grappled  with  his  assailant,  who  was  a  much  heav¬ 
ier  man,  and  daring  the  scuflic  the  robber  fired 
twice  but  without  effect,  They  struggled  in  the 
cabin  for  several  minutes,  when  Hie  stranger  made 
his  escape,  During  all  that  //fine,  the  brother  of 
our  subject  had  Been  having  a  similar  experience 
with  the  other  robber  on  deck.  They  both  fell 
into  the  canal,  and  the  driver  on  the  shore  cut  the 
horses  loose  and  ran  for  his  life. 

In  1853,  Mr.  Yan  Alstine  of  this  sketch  came  to 
Winnebago  County  and  purchased  eighty  acres  of 
land  in  Burritt  Township,  of  which  seven  acres 
were  Lnaken.  Ho  found  n  shell  of  a  house  set  on 
blocks  on  the  land,  which  lie  made  more  comforta¬ 
ble  and  resided  in  while  lie  improved  his  farm, 
splitting  the  rails  for  the  fences  himself  from  the 
timber  on  the  land.  Our  subject  resided  there  for 
fifteen  years,  when  he  sold  the  property  and  pur¬ 
chased  a  farm  on  the  State  Road  in  Winnebago 
Township,  seven  miles  west  of  Rockford.  There 
was  a  house  and  barn  on  file,  farm  and  our  subject 
erected  a  fine  set  of  frame  buildings,  residing  there 
until  1884,  when  lie  came  to  Rockford. 

January  16,  1848,  Mr.  Van  Alstine  and  Miss 
Margaret  Coventry,  a  native  of  Utica,  N.  Y.,  were 
united  in  marriage.  The  lady’s  father,  Dr.  Alex¬ 
ander  Coventry,  was  born  in  Scotland,  and  early 
turned  Ins  attention  to  the  study  of  medicine. 
He  was  educated  in  Edinburg,  and  after  coming  (o 
America  became  a  successful  physician  in  Ctica, 
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ivlicre  ho  made  his  homo  until  his  decease.  The 
maiden  name  of  his  wife  was  Margaret  Van 
Vaeton.  ^ 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Van  Alstine  of.  this  sketch  ten 
children  have  been  born:  John  W.,  Charles,  Jane, 
Alonzo,  Martha,  Mary,  William,  Leonard,  Belle, 
and  Cyrenus.  The  parents  are  members  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church,  and,  in  politics,  our  subject  is 
a  Republican.  John  W,,  the  oldest  son  of  our 
subject,  served  in  the  late  Avar  as  a  member  of 
Company  G,  Forty-fourth  Illinois  Infantry,  and 
AVas  killed  in  the  battle  of  Stone  River.  ^Charles 
W.  served  as  a  member  of  the  Twelfth  Cavaliy. 

A  L  M  E  R  PICKARD,  avIio  for  many  long 
JOJ  years  has  resided  upon  his  present  farm 
on  section  21,  Harlem  Township,  Wiime- 

Hi  bago  County,  was  born  in  .Sterling,  Cay¬ 
uga  County,  N.  V.,  on  the  5th  of  January,  1820, 
and  is  one  of  a  family  of  eleven  children.  His 
great-grandfather,  Nicholas  Pickard, Avas  a  native 
of  Germany  and.  On  emigrating  thence,  settled  in 
the  MohaAvk  Valley,  in  Ncav  York,  Avhere  he  died 
at  the  advanced  ago  of  one  hundred  and  one 
years  and  eleven  months.  His  son,  avIio  also  bore 
the  name  of  Nicholas,  was  born  in  the  Empire  State, 
whence  ho  removed  to  Ohio  about  1825,  and  there 
resided  until  his  death. 

Smith  W,  Pickard,  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Onondaga  County,  N.  Y.,and  in  his  youth 
learned  the  blacksmith’s  trade.  IIoAvever,  ho  fol¬ 
lowed  the  occupation  of  farming  in  Cayuga  County 
until  1829,  Avhen  ho  returned  to  Onondaga  County, 
where  he  resided  until  1885.  The  throe  succeed¬ 
ing  years  of  his  life  Avore  spent  in  Orleans  County, 
N.  Y.,  and  in  1888,  accompanied  by  his  Avife 
and  seven  children,  he  came  to  Illinois,  making 
the  entire  journey  Avitli  teams.  After  five  weeks 
of  travel,  ho  arrived  in  Lucas  County,  Ohio,  Avhere 
ho  remained  during  the  Avinter,  and  the  following 
spring  pushed  on  to  Stephenson  County,  locating 
nine  miles  Avest  of  Freeport,  Avhere  he  secured  a 
tract  of  Government  land. 

The  family  lived  in  the  Avagon  until  a  log  house, 
could  be  built,  and  all  the  hardships  and  experiences 


of  frontier  life  fell  to  -their  lot. .  Mr.  Pickard  re¬ 
sided  there  until  1818,  Avlien  he  sold  out  and  re¬ 
moved  to  Richland  County,  Wis.  He  there  pur¬ 
chased  and  resided  upon  a  farm  near  Richland 
Center,  but  after  some  years  rented  it  and  removed 
to  the  village,  Avhere  he  lived  a  retired  life  until 
called  to  his  final  rest  at  the  age  of  seventy-six 
years.  His  wife,  Avhose  maiden  name  was  Affa 
fekeel,was  born  in  the  Empire  State  and  was  a  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Abyram  Sksel,  avIio  Avas  born  in  the  eastern 
part  of  Ncav  York,  and  spent  his  last  days  in  Ster¬ 
ling,  Cayuga  County,  after  having  followed  farm-, 
ing  for  many  years.  Mrs.  Pickard  survived  her 
husband  a  few  years,  and  died  at  the  home  of  her 
daughter,  Mrs.  II.  G.  FoAvler,  at  Lena,  Ill. 

At  the  age  of  fifteen,  Palmer  Pickard  began 
learning  the  trade  of  a  Avoolen  man  ufacturer,  serv¬ 
ing  an  apprenticeship  of  four  years.  In  1839,  he 
came  .to  Illinois  by  Avay  of  the  Erie  Canal  and  the 
Great  Lakes  and  landed  at  Toledo,  Avkence  he 
walked  the  remaining  distance  to  Stephenson 
County.  During  the  winter,  he  aided  his  father 
in  splitting  rails  and  chopping  Avood,  and  the  fol- 
Ipwing  spring  began  working  by  the  month  in  Jo 
Daviess  County,  being  in  the  employ  of  one  man 
for  tAvo  years.  lie  then  returned  to  Stephenson 
I  County,  Avhere  himself  and  brother  built  a  cabin 
I  and  kept  bachelor’s  hall  for  a  time,  devoting  their 
energies  to  the  development  of  a  farm. 

Mr.,  Pickard  resided  with  his  brother  until  May, 
1814,  Avlien  ho  sold  his  teams  and  entered  forty 
acres  of  Government  laud.  In  the  above-men¬ 
tioned  year  he  Avent  to  Roseoe,  this  county,  and 
.assisted  in  establishing  the  Avoolen  mills  at  that 
place,  where  for  four  years  lie  occupied  the  posi¬ 
tion  of  foroman  in  the  carding  department.  In 
the  fall  of  1848,  he  returned  to  New  York,  spend¬ 
ing  the  winter  in  Camden,  Oneida  County.,  Iu 
May,  1849,  avo  again  find  him  in  this  State,  engaged 
in  the  development  of  the  farm  Avliich  he  had  pur¬ 
chased  m  February,  1846.  When  he  located  at  that 
place,  there  Avas  a  log  house  upon  it,  16x16  feet, 
and  thirty-five  acres  had  been  broken  and  fenced! 
After  ten  years  the  cabin  was  replaced  by  a  small 
frame  dAvelling  and  in  1876  lie  built  the  com¬ 
modious  residence  avIucIi  is  uoav  his  home.  His 
farm  comprises  tAvo  hundred  and  twelve  acres  of 
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highly  improved  land,  and  lie  also  owns  a  twenty- 
acre  tract  of  tiinbcrTn  ^he  same  township. 

In  September,  1847y&Tr.  Pickard  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Lydi^itwood,  and  their  union  has 
been  blessed  witii  five  children:  Jane  E.,  Edgar  J., 
Ella  M.,  Alfred  F.  and  Albert  IT.  The  family  is  a 
prominent  one  in  this  locality,  ranking  high  in 
social  circles.  Mr.  Pickard  has  long  been  a  sup¬ 
porter  of  the  Republican  party,  and  in  his  religious 
views  he  is  liberal. 

The  attention  of  the  reader  Is  invited  to  the 
portrait  of  Mr.  Pickard,  and  a  view  of  Ms  attrac¬ 
tive  homo,  presented  elsewhere'  in  this  volume. 

m  11s 

Ci7  EM'UEL  TIBBETS,  M.  D.,  a  successful  and 
*  "W  skilled  medical  practitioner  of  Rockford, 


r  -who  since  1878  has  made  his  home  in  this 
city,  has  prosecuted  his  profession  here  during  all 
that  time  and  has  won  a  place  in  the  foremost  rank 
among  his  professional  brethren  in  the  county. 
The  Doctor  is  a  native  of  Adams  County,  Ill.,  and 
is  descend  e/jl  from  a  family  of  English  origin. 

In  the  year  1686,  the  first  ancestors  of  our  sub¬ 
ject  to  come  to  America  crossed  the  Atlantic  Ocean 
from  their  native  land  and  settled  in.  Dover, 
Stafford  County,  N.  II.  Members  of  the  family 
figured  prominently  in  New  England  history  and 
fought  for  independence  during  the  War  of  the 
Revolution.  Samuel  Tibbets,  grandfather  of  our 
subject,  lived  and  died  in  the  Pine  Tree  State, 
where  the  father,  Joshua  Tibbets,  was  bora  and 
reared.  lie  emigrated  Westward  in  a  very  early 
day,  becoming  a  pioneer  of  Quincy,  Ill.,  and  for 
many  years  was  prominently  connected  with  the 
growth  and  development  of  Adams  County,  and 
still  makes  his  home  in  Quincy.  Ho  married  Lu¬ 
cinda  M.  Ames,  who  was  born  and  reared  in  New 
England,  and  when  a  young  lady  came  to  the 
West.  She  proved  a  true  and  faithful  helpmate  to 
her  husband,  and  died  in  1877,  at  the  age  of  sixty- 
five  years.  The  history  of  Adams  County  in  an 
early  day  is  largely  concerned  with  the  actions  of 
the  Tibbets.  Ames  and  Woods  families. 

Our  subject  was  educated  at  St.  Paul’s  College, 
of  Palmyra,  Mo.,  after  which  he  engaged  in  teach¬ 


ing.  Later, he  entered  upon  tho  study  of  medicine 
with  a  physician  of  Quincy,  afterward  was  gradu¬ 
ated  from  the  medical  department  of  the  Michigan 
University,  in  the  Class  of  ’64,  and  was  graduated 
from  Bellevue  Hospital  Modioal  College,  of  Now 
York  City,  in  1867.  Ho  made  his  first  location  in 
Dallas  City.  Ill.,  and  subsequently  engaged  in 
practice  for  six  years  in  Kirkwood,  111., after  which 
he  came  to  Rockford.  As  before  stated,  he  has 
been  most  successful  and  has  performed  some  very 
difficult  surgical  operations  which  have  won  him  a 
high  reputation  for  skill  in  this  line.  Ho  is  now 
engaged  in  general  practice  but  also  makes  a  speci¬ 
alty  of  tho  eye  and  ear.  Since  locating  hero,  lie 
has  spent  eight  months  in  New  York  City,  study¬ 
ing  forspecial  treatment  of  the  eye,  ear  and  throat, 
tho  latter  study  being  under  Dr.  K.  IT.  Bosworth, 
while  his  study  of  the  eye  and  ear  treatment  was 
with  Di".  Mittetulorf,  both  gentlemen  being  pro¬ 
fessors  In  the  Bellevue  Hospital. 

Tho  Doctor  was  married  iu  this  city  to  Miss 
Cornelia  E.  Bradshaw,  who  was  born  iu  Rockford 
when  it  was  a  hamlet.  Her  father,  Robert  E.  Brad¬ 
shaw,  one  of  the  pioneers  of  the  city,  now  resides 
nt  No.  1108  South  Court  Street.  For  mauy  yearn 
he  successfully  followed  farming  in  Winnebago 
Township,  but  for  eighteen  years  lias  made  his 
home  at  his  present  place  of  residence,  lie  was 
born  in  the  Empire  State,  but  in  early  life  went  to 
London, England,  where  he  learned  the  carpenter’s 
trade  and  afterward  worked  on  Windsor  Castle, 
He  later  married  Mrs.  Cornelia  E.  Miller,  who  died 
in  middle  life. 

The  Doctor  and  his  wife  attend  tho  Second  Con¬ 
gregational  Church,  of  which  the  lady  is  a  member, 
and  they  rank  high  in  the  circles  of  society  in 
which  they  move.  He  is  one  of  the  most  promi¬ 
nent  physicians  of  the  city  and  is  now  enjoying 
a  large  and  lucrative  practice.  He  holds  member¬ 
ship 'with  the  State  Medical  Society,  with  the 
American  Medical  National  Association,  and  has 
also  been  a  member  of  the  Military  Tract  Medical 
Society,  and  Quincy  Society.  Ho  was  President  of 
tho  Board  of  Medical  Examiners  of  Pensions  for 
four  years  and  lias  been  tho  examiner  for  various 
insurance  companies.  ITe.  is  a  Thirty-second  De- 
.  gree  Mason,  belonging  to  the  Consistory  of  Free- 
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port  and  the  Crusade  Com  maud  ery  of  Rockford. 
In  politics,  the  Doctor  is  a  Democrat,  He  has  long 
been  a  close  student  of  his  profession  and  by  his 
merit  mid  ability  lias  worked  his  way  upward  to 
the  enviable  position  which  ho  to-day  occupies. 


AVID  R.  PETERSON,  a  wide-awake  and 
/  enterprising  young  businessman  of  Rock¬ 
ford,  has  been  connected  with  the  Stand¬ 


ard  Furniture  Company  since  its  organ¬ 
ization  in  1U87.  He  is  one  of  its  stockholders  and 
Directors  and  from  the  beginning  has  hel',1  the 
Office  of  Secretary  and  Treasurer.  The  success  of 
the  company  is  largely  due  to  our  subject,  who  has 
devoted  his  on  tiro  energies  to  it  and  its  advance¬ 
ment  and  upbuilding.  The  company  now  employs 
about  two  hundred  men  and  the  business  is  in  a 
flourishing  condition. 

Mr.  Peterson  first  opened  his  eyes  to  the  light  of 
day  in  Central  Sweden,  December  8,  1865,  and 
came  of  pure  Swedish  stock.  His  parents  are  both 
now  deceased.  His  father,  Peter  Pehrson,  was  a 
prominent  and  well-known  business  man  of  the 
community  in  which  bo  resided  and  took  an  active 
part  in  public  affairs.  He  died  in  the  faith  of  the 
Lutheran  Church  when  sixty-five  years  of  age. 
His  wife,  who  was  a  most  estimable  lady  and  an 
active  worker  in  the  Lutheran  Church,  died  in 
middle  life.  Their  family  numbered  six  children 
who  are  yet  living,  four  being  residents  of  Am¬ 
erica,  Two  of  these,  came  to  this  country  prior  to 
the  emigration  of  our  subject:  August,  who  is  now 
Secretary  and  Treasurer  of  the  Central  Furniture 
Company  of  this  city,  and  G.  A.,  who  is  now  en¬ 
gaged  in  business  in  Wakefield,  Neb.  Since  the 
arrival  of  Mr.  Peterson,  one,  sister  has  sought  a 
homo  in  the  Now  World-Matilda,  now  the  wife  of 
F.  A.  Wall,  a  contractor  and  builder  of  Rockford. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  acquired  an  excellent 
education  in  his  native  land  in  Us  academies  and 
colleges.  Thinking  to  hotter  his  financial  condi¬ 
tion,  be  decided  to  emigrate  to  America,  and  in 
1882  crossed  the  Atlan  tic  to  Now  York,  whence  lie 
came  to  Rockford.  Since  his  arrival  here,  he  lias 
pursued  a  course  of  study  in  tho  business  college. 


Ho  did  clerical  work  for  the  Excelsior  Furniture 
Company  for  some  time  and  at  the  Organization  of 
tiie  Standard  Furniture  Company  became  interested 
in  it.  In  1888,  they  began  business  and  for  about 
five  years  our  subject  has  been  its  efficient  Secre¬ 
tary  and  Treasurer. 

Mr.  Peterson  is  yet  a  young  man  but  lie  has 
shown  that  in  bis  composition  are  the  elements 
necessary  to  succor  in  business  life.  He  is  an  in¬ 
dustrious  and  energetic  workman  who  has  already 
secured  an  enviable  position.  With  the  First 
Lutheran  Church  lie  Holds  membership,  and  his 
right  of  franchise  he  exercises  in  support  of  the 
Republican  party.  Those  who  know'  him  esteem 
him  highly  for  his  sterling  worth  and  uprightness, 
and  it  is  with  pleasure  that  we  present  this  sketch 
of  his  life  to  our  readers. 


ZB.  STURTEVANT.  There  is  no  country  in 
tho  world  more  distinguished  for  its  flour 
than  the  United  States.  It  is  one  of  the 
leading  articles  of  industry,  and  as  such  we  have 
much  reason  to  be  proud  of  it.  Our  millers  are  men 
of  enterprise  and  push,  with  which  they  combine 
that  energy  which  never  fails  to  secure  success,  and 
are  ever  ready  to  adopt  a  system  that  will  produce  a 
finer  grade  Of  flour.  It  need  not  be  wondered 
at,  therefore,  if  the  millers  here  prosper,  and  find 
a  ready  demand  for  their  flour.  Flour  and  grain 
are  among  the  staple  articles  of  commerce  in  Rock¬ 
ford,  and  there  is  One  extensively  engaged  as  a 
manufacturer  of  flour  and  a  wholesale  dealer  in 
flour  and  feed,  Mr.  Z.  B.  Sturtevant,  who  is  widely 
known,  having  been  before  the  public  for  the  last 
twelve  years.  He  has  been  the  leading  miller  of 
Rockford  since  1880,  and  has  met  with  a  wonder¬ 
ful  degree  of  success.  He  is  a  stockholder  in  the 
Rockford  Cracker  Factory,  and  is  Vice-President 
and  a  Director  of  tho  Rockford  Driving  Club,  of 
which  be  was  one  of  the  promoters.  He  is  a  well- 
known  horseman  and  is  very  fond  of  that  noble 
animal.  At  present,  Mr.  Sturtevant  is  Alderman 
of  tho  Third  Ward,  is  a  Republican  in  politics,  and 
lias  ever  taken  a  decided  interest  in  local  matters. 
Mr.  Sturtevant  is  a  native  of  Oneida  County, 
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N.  Y.,  born  in  the  year  1847,  and  came  West  with 
his  parents  when  a  small  boy.  The  family  located 
at  Delavan,  Walworth  County,  Wis.,  in  1855,  and 
there  our  subject  passed  his  youthful  days.  He 
came  to  Rockford  in  1867,  and  with  the  exception 
of  three  years,  from  1877  until  1880,  when  ho  re¬ 
sided  at  Oregon,  Ill.,  he  has  been  a  resident  of 
this  city.  His  lather,  Z.  B.  Sturtevant,  Sr,,  was 
a  native  of  Vermont,  and  came  of  New 7  Eng¬ 
land  ancestry.  When  a  young  man,  he  went  to  the 
Empire  State,  and  was  married  in  Utica  to  Miss 
.TaueA.  Story,  afterward  following  his  trade  of  con¬ 
tractor  jukI  builder,  also  of  brick  and  stone  mason, 
for  many  years.  He  then  retired  and  returned  to 
Delavan,  Wis.,  where  his  death  occurred  in  1891, 
when  eighty-live  years  of  age.  He  was  a  promi¬ 
nent  man  and  a  much-esteemed  citizen  in  the 
county  and  city  where  he  had  passed  forty-five 
years  of  his  life,  and  was  a  Congregntidnalist  in 
his  religious  belief.  Ilis  wife,  who  is  now  living 
with  her  daughter,  Mrs.  Dr.  McLaughlin,  of  Jack¬ 
sonville,  111.,  is  now  sixty-eight  years  of  age,  but 
bears  the  burden  of  her  years  lightly.  She  ad¬ 
heres  to  the  Congregational  Church  in  religion. 

Of  the  five  sons  and  five  daughters  born  to  the 
worthy  couple  mentioned  above,  all  are  now  mar¬ 
ried  except  one.  Our  subject  married  in  Rock¬ 
ford  Miss  Fannie  Simpson,  who  passed  her  early 
life  in  Rockford,  and  who  was  graduated  at  the 
High  School  of  the  city.  She  is  a  lady  of  much 
ability,  was  a  school  teacher  for  a  number  of  years 
before  her  marriage,  and  as  an  educator  ranked 
among  the  foremost.  Her  father,  John  Simpson, 
Was  an  Eastern  man,  and  after  he  came  to  Win¬ 
nebago  County  wjis  prominently  identified  with  its 
growth  and  development.  He  had  four  children, 
three  sons  and  one  daughter.  One  son,  M.  D.,  is 
an  old  day  clerk  ofjhe  Plan  kin  ton  House,  Milwau¬ 
kee,  Wis.,  and  another  son,  Edward  L.,  is  with 
the  Monitor  Publishing  Company,  of  Rockford, 
and  has  been  a  newspaper  man  for  a  number  of 
years.  One  son,  Henry,  also  a  clerk  in  tiie  Plank- 
inton  House,  died  October  last  in  Milwaukee.  Mr. 
Simpson  was  a  blacksmith  and  manufacturer  in 
Rockford  for  a  number  of  years,  and  built  the 
mills  at  Cherry  Valley.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sturtevant 
are  social  leaders  in  the  community,  and  their 


pleasant  homo,  which  bears  every  evidence  of  the 
taste  ami  culture  of  its  inmates,  is  the  meeting 
place  for  the  host  class  of  people  in  the  vicinity. 
Both  are  regular  attendants  at  the  Congregational 
Church.  They  lmvo  one  child,  si  daughter,  mimed 
Mabel. 

V.  , ,  .  . .  J 

/"  ""  '  \ 

/pS&UBTAVE  A.  PETERSON,  a  cabinet-maker 
/#[  by  trade,  and  a  stockholder  in  the  Central 
%J[f  Furniture  Company,  is  a  gentleman  who 
has  won  for  himself  an  excellent  reputation  by  his 
honorable  methods  of  business  and  his  intrinsic 
social  qualities. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Rockford,  Ill.,  Novem¬ 
ber  28,  I860,  ’dot  comes  of  Swedish  parentage,  his 
father,  P.  A.  Peterson,  being  a  native  of  Kmolnnd 
Provine,  Sweden,  The  latter  passed  his  boyhood 
and  youth  in  the  Old  Country,  learned  the  trade  of 
a  machinist,  and  was  the  first  of  the  family  to  cross 
the  ocean  to  America.  He  followed  his  trade  in  the 
East  for  some  time,  and  with  the  money  thus  accu¬ 
mulated,  returned  to  his  native  country  and  married 
Caroline  Wettehall,  who  wjis  born  in  the  same 
province  and  near  her  husband.  .Shortly  after¬ 
ward,  they  took  passage  for  the  States,  and  after 
three  yeafS  spent -lU  New  York  .State,  near  Brews¬ 
ter,  they  came  to  Rockford,  III.  This  was  in  the 
latter  part  of  the  *5$%  mid  since  then  Mr.  Potcrson 
has  labored,  following  his  trade  as  a  machinist,  l  ie 
is  now  retired  and  is  pleasantly  situated  at  No. 
1007  First  Avenue,  this:  ciy.  He  is  rapidly  near¬ 
ing  the  age  of  seventy  years,  but  is  a  well-pre¬ 
served  man.  His  wife,  who  was  born  in  1819,  died 
in  this  city  in  1881.  She  spent  the  last  yours  of 
her  life  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Swedish 
Church,  In  which,  her  husband  holds  membership 
at  the  present  time.  He  is  a  Republican  in  poli¬ 
tics.  Of  the  two  children  born  to  this  much 
esteemed  couple,  our  subject  is  the  younger.  The 
sister,  Rose,  was  born  in  Brewster,  N.  Y„  was  reared 
and  educated  in  that  city,  and  is  now  the  house¬ 
keeper  for  her  brother.  She  is  a  young  lady  pos¬ 
sessed  of  more  than  the  ordinary  degree  of  amia¬ 
bility,  and  is  well  educated. 

Except  for  about  two  years  spent  in  the  West,  on 
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the  Pacific  Slope,  our  subject  has  been  a  resident 
of  Rockford.  While  growing  up,  he  received  a 
good  practical  education  in  the  public  schools  and 
learned  his  trade  in  this  city.  He  lias  ever  been  , 
industrious  and  enterprismgand  is  in  every  branch 
of  his  trade  thoroughly  versed  and  experienced. 
He  owns  a  comfortable  home  at  No.  1603  Charles 
Street,  and  there  he  has  resided  for  some  time. 


m  NTON  NEUMEISTER,  who  is  engaged  in 
vsgpjl  the  manufacture  of  wagons  and  carriages, 
in  connection  with  which  he  has  a  repair 
«hop,  has  carried  on  business  in  Rockford 
in  this  lino  since  1865.  lie  is  located  at  Nos.  115 
and  119  North  Madison  Street,  and  is  doing  an  ex¬ 
cellent  business,  for,  being  a  skilled  median  ic,  he  has 
won  a  good  trade.  Whatever  success  he  Inis  won 
in  life  is  duo  to  his  Own  efforts,  and  he  may  well 
bo  called  a  self-made  man. 

Mr.  Neumeister  was  born  in  .Fursteuthum,Reuss, 
Germany,  November  27,  1837,  and  is  a  son  of 
Frederick  Neumeister,  a  native  of  the  same  prov¬ 
ince.  There  the  latter  grew  to  manhood  and 
learned  the  iron-maker’s  trade  with  his  father,  who 
had  followed  it  for  many  years.  In  his  native 
land,  ho  married  Rosina  Sack,  who  was  also  a 
native  of  the  same  locality.  After  the  birth  of  all 
of  tlicir  children,  they  came  to  America,  taking 
passage  at  Bremen  on  a  sailing-vessel  in  May, 

1 848.  After  a  voyage  of  seven  weeks,  they  reached 
New  York,  and  went  at  once  to  the  West  by  canal 
and  the  Great  Lakes  to  Milwaukee.  A  year  later, 
they  removed  to  their  new  home,  sixteen  miles 
from  that  city,  and  Mr.  Neumeister  engaged  in 
farming  until  his  death,  which  occurred  at  the  age 
of  sixty-seven  years.  His  wife  afterwards  returned 
to  Milwaukee,  and  died  in  that  city  in  September, 
1891,  when  eighty-six  years  of  ago.  Up  to  the 
last  she  retained  her  faculties,  both  physical  and 
mental,  to  a  wonderful  degree.  They  were  both 
members  of  the  Lutheran  Church,  and  Mr.  Nou- 
meister  supported  the  Republican  party  by  his 
ballot. 

With  his  parents,  our  subject  came  to  this  coun¬ 
try  when  a  lad,  and  grow  to  manhood  in  Wiscon- 
84 


sin,  where  lie  learned  the  trade  of  a  wagon  and 
carriage  maker.  In  1862,  he  enlisted  as  a  member 
of  the  Twenty-sixth  Wisconsin  Infantry,  which 
was  incorporated  in  the  Army  of  the  Potomac, 
After  participating  in  several  engagements,  he  Avas 
transferred  to  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland,  and 
during  the  battle  of  Kennesaw  Mountain  was 
Avounded  in  the  left  arm.  On  being  discharged  in 
1865,  he  came  at  once  to  Rockford  and  embarked 
in  (business,  as  before  stated.  As  a  companion  on 
life’s  journey,  Mr.  Neumeister  chose  Miss  Theresa 
Staps,  their  marriage  being  celebrated  in  Mil¬ 
waukee.  She  Avas  born  in  Saxony,  Germany,  in 
April,  1844,  and  during  her  girlhood  came  Avith 
her  parents  to  America  in  1852,  sailing  from 
Bremen  to  New  York  City.  Her  people  located  in 
Milwaukee,  and  there  her  father  died  wlien  in 
middle  life.  Her  mother  is  still  living  in  Wiscon¬ 
sin,  Avith  one  of  her  daughters,  and  is  now  eighty 
years  of  age.  Like  her  husband,  she  is  a  Lutheran 
in  religious  belief. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Neumeister  also  belong  to  the 
same  church,  and  are  Aveli-known  and  prominent 
German  people  of  Rockford.  He  has  been  for 
a  number  of  years  a  member  of  the  Germania  so¬ 
cieties,  in  Avhich  he  takes  an  active  interest.  His 
right  of  franchise  he  exercises  in  support  of 
the  Republican  party,  but  lias  never  been  an  office- 
seeker.  Empty-handed  he  began  life  for  himself, 
and  has  steadily  Avorked  his  Avay  upAvard  to  a  posi¬ 
tion  of  affluence,  hoav  OAvning  at  his  place  of  bvisi- 
ness  three  lots,  built  up  with  good  business  blocks, 
besides  his  pleasant  residence  on  North  Madison 
Street. 

-r  ~~ 

AHIANIEL  MARKS.  The  fanners  of 

})  Winnebago  Comity  are,  almost  without 

3  exception,  thrifty,  enterprising,  industri¬ 
ous  and  progressive,  meriting  their  success  by 
judicious  methods  and  excellent  management.  A 
worthy  representative  of  the  class,  and  one  who 
stands  especially  high  in  the  estimation  of  all  Avith 
Avhom  lie  comes  in  contact,  is  the  OAvner  of  one  of  the 
finely-improved  estates  in  Pccatonica  Township. 
Since  Mr.  Marks  located  upon  the  place  in  1882, 
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he  has  added  to  its  buildings,  increased  its  acreage 
from  one  hundred  and  twenty  to  one  hundred  and 
eighty-two,  and,  by  a  proper  fertilization  of  the 
soil  and  rotation  of  crops,  reaped  largo  harvests  of 
golden  grain. 

Mr.  Marks  was  born  in  Mt.  Bethel,  Northampton 
County,  Pa.,  April  26,  1834.  His  father,  John, 
likewise  a  native  of  Northampton  County,  died  in 
Lycoming  County,  Pa.,  at  the  age  of  fifty-three. 
His  mother,  whose  maiden  name  was  Mary  John¬ 
son,  was  born  in  the  Same  county  as  her  husband, 
and  died  in  Jackson  County,  Mich.,  at  the  age  of 
three-score  and  eleven  years.  They  were  worthy 
people,  whose  upright  lives  proved  the  possession 
of  honorable  principles  inherited  from  a  long  lino 
of  Irish  ancestors,  and  both  belonged  to  families 
whose  members  followed  agricultural  pursuits 
through  many  generations. 

During  the  late  war,  two  of  the  brothers  of  our 
subject  enlisted  in  the  service  of  their  country  and 
fought  valiantly  until  their  death.  Isaac  enlisted 
in  the  Home  Guards  of  Missouri  and  died  in  Jef¬ 
ferson  City,  Mo.,  during  the  w.ar,  Levi  became  a 
member  of  the  Fifty-first  Pennsylvania  Infantry 
and  was  killed  at  the  battle  of  Antietam.  Their 
memories  are  dear  in  the  hearts  of  their  relatives, 
who  are  justly  proud  of  these  noble ;  defenders  of 
the  country’s  honor. 

After  the  death  of  his  father,  our  subject  re¬ 
mained  on  the  old  homestead  with  his  mother  un¬ 
til  1860,  meanwhile  gaining  a  practical  knowledge 
of  farming  and  acquiring  a  limited  education.  The 
family  of  which  he  was  a  member  consisted  of 
eight  children,  three  of  whom  survivo  at  this  date 
(1892).  The  lady  who  became  the  wife  of  our 
subject,  January  12, 1860,  was  Miss  Mary  A.  Miller, 
a  native  of  Berks  County,  Pa.,  born  October  16, 
1832.  Her  father,  John  Miller,  died  in  Lycoming 
County,  Pa.,  at  the  age  of  seventy  years;  her 
mother,  Mary  (Boyer)  Miller,  departed  this  life  in 
Lycoming  County,  at  the  good  old  age  Of  four¬ 
score  and  two.  They  were  the  parents  of  ten  chil¬ 
dren,  of  whom  three  have  passed  from  earth. 

Soon  after  his  marriage,  Mr.  Marks  came  to 
Winnebago  County  and  purchased  a  'farm  com¬ 
prising  eighty  acres  in  Seward  Township.  In  1861, 
lie  brought  his  wife  to  the  new  home,  and  for  three 


years  was  actively  engaged  in  improving  the  place. 
Then  soiling  out,  ho  removed  to  Iowa  and  for  one 
year  operated  a  rented  farm.  Thence  he  proceeded 
to  Miller  County, Mo.,  whore  he  resided  about  five 
years,  but  not  feeling  satisfied  with  the  soil  Or  sur¬ 
roundings,  again  sought  a  home  in  Winnebago 
County,  where  he  operated  as  a  renter  for  ten 
years.  By  frugality  and  good  judgment  he  was 
enabled  at  the  expiration  of  that  time  to  purchase 
the  place  where  ho  now  resides. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Marks  have  had  a  family  of  seven 
children,  one  of  whom  died  when  two  and  one- 
half  years  old.  Kate,  who  was  born  in  Lycoming 
County,  Pa.,  married  F.  XI.  Benson  and  they  have 
five  children;  Hunter  C.,  who  was  horn  in  Seward 
Township,  Winnebago  County, married  Miss  Mattie 
Sheldon  and  now  resides  in  Seward  Township; 
John  M.  was  horn  in  Seward  Township  and  is  at 
home,  renting  a  portion  of  land  adjoining  the  old 
homestead;  Mary  A.,  born  in  Black  Hawk,  Iowa, 
married  A.  L.  Comly  and  they  have  two  children; 
Charles  W,,  born  in  Miller  County,  Mo.,  is  aiding 
his  father  on  the  farm;  and  Sarah  A.,  who  was  born 
in  Pecatonica  Township,  is  with  her  parents.  In 
his  political  adherence,  Mr.  Marks  is  a  Republican 
and  cast  his  first  Presidential  ballot  for  Jc»m  C. 
Fremont.  Ho  is  a  stockholder  in  the  shoe  factory 
and  a  charter  member  of  the  company  organising 
the  creamery,  besides  which  he  has  boon  interested 
in  various  progressive  measures  for  the  growth  of 
the  community. 


Jj  AMES  ALBERT,  retired,  1ms  been  a  resident 
of  this  city  for  the  most  part  since  1850, 
I  and  now  resides  in  his  comfortable  home  at 
1  No.  1011  North  Second  Street.  He  has 
been  one  of  the  most  successful  contractors  and 
builders  of  the  city  and  for  many  years  had  in  his 
employ  from  forty  to  sixty  men.  He  also  had  tin 
interest  as  a  grain  and  commission  merchant,  and 
had  associated  with  him  in  business  such  prominent 
men  as  Elisha  Kirk  and  Phil  Armour;  the  latter, 
the  well-known  stockyards-man  of  Chicago,  worked 
for  thorn  at  $26  per  month.  Our  subject  was  un- 
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usually  successful  unci  became  the  owner  of  some 
valuable  property  in  Rockford,  real  estate  in  the 
southeastern  part  of  the  couuty,  and  large  tracts 
Of  land  in  Wisconsin  and  Iowa,  He  is  quite 
wealthy  and  cau  pass  the  remainder  of  Ills  days  in 
peace  and  plenty.  He  has  witnessed  the  marvel¬ 
ous  growth  of  the  State  since  his  residence  here, 
and  has  aided  materially  in  the  advancement  and 
prosperity  of  Rockford.  He  is  an  active  local 
politician  and  was  formerly  a  Whig,  voting  and 
working  for’  William  H.  Harrison.  He  assisted  in 
nominating  Col.  Fremont  and  since  1856  he  has 
been  an  Independent  Republican.  He  is  well 
known  as  a  progressive,  public-spirited  man,  who 
is  fully  abreast  of  the  times  in  all  matters  of  public 
interest  that  tend  to  develop  the  resources  of  the 
State  and  improve  the  condition  of  the  masses. 
Intelligent  and  well-read,  he  has  ever  made  his 
presence  felt. 

Mr.  Albert  was  born  in  Lancaster  County,  Pa., 
and  comes  of  good  old  fighting  stock,  both  life 
grandfathers,  Peter  Albert  and  Daniel  Bren  ana- 
man,  having  served  in  the  Revolutionary  War. 
They  were  faithful  and  gallant  soldiers,  were  with 
Gen.  Washington  during  that  terrible  winter  at 
Talley  Forge,  and  one  was  an  aide-de-camp  to  that 
General.  Both  passed  their  lives  and  received 
their  final  summons  in  Westmoreland  County,  Pa. 
Daniel  Rre/nauaman  had  two  sons  in  the  War  of 
1812  and  Peter  Albert  had  a  son-in-law,  James 
Morrow,  in  the  same  war.  Our  subject  and  seven 
nephews  were  through  the  Rebellion  and  all  were 
known  as  brave  soldiers. 

James  Albert’s  parents,  Peter  and  Fanny  (Bro- 
nanaman)  Albert,  were  natives  of  Germany  and 
Pennsylvania,  respectively,  and  were  prominent 
people  of  the  Keystone  State,  where  they  made 
their  home.  Peter  Albert,  Jr,,  was  but  two  years 
old  when  his  parents  emigrated  to  America  and 
settled  in  Pennsylvania.  This  was  prior  to  the 
Revolutionary  War.  Ilis  father,  Peter  Albert,  Sr., 
was  the  soldier  referred  to  above.  Peter  Albert, 
Jr.,  was  a  tailor  by  trade  and  subsequently  became 
a  merchant  of  Westmoreland  and  Lancaster  Coun¬ 
ties,  Pa.  Later,  he  and  his  wife  moved  to  Wayne 
County,  Ohio,  and  there  died  when  quite  aged,  the 
mother  living  eighty-seven  years.  They  were  j 


members  of  the  Lutheran  Church  for  many  years 
but  Mrs.  Albert  finally  became  a  Methodist. 

James  Albert,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  is  one 
of  five  children  yet  living,  the  eldest  now  eighty- 
nine  years  of  age.  Mr.  Albert  is  himself  seventy- 
six.  During  the  Civil  War,  he  enlisted  in  the 
Sixth  Missouri  Infantry,  Company  I,  and  served 
faithfully  for  seventeen  months.  Then,  on  ac¬ 
count  of  disability,  he  was  discharged  by  special 
order.  Since  bis  return  from  the  army,  he  has 
lived  in  Rockford.  Mr.  Albert  has  been  twice 
married  but  has  no  children  by  either  union. 
Ho  is  at  present  an  advocate  of  Prohibition  in 
politics.  In  his  religious  convictions,  he  is  a 
Methodist.  For  some  time,  Mr.  Albert  held  a 
Colonel’s  commission  from  an  Ohio  regiment  in 
the  local  militia  of  the  State. 


JCA  % 
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MOS  RUGG,  one  of  the  well-to-do  fanners 
Mol  of  Seward  Township,  Winnebago  County, 
|/ifi  is  a  son  of  David  and  Eunice  Rug'g,  and 
<@jj!  had  his  birth  August  11,  1825,  in  Heath, 
Franklin  County,  Mass.  He  was  married  Decem¬ 
ber  26,  1850,  to  Miss  Eunice  F.,  daughter  of  Luther 
Burlington,  by  whom  he  became  the  father  of  four 
children,  one  of  whom  is  deceased.  Those  living 
are;  Ada  L.,  George  A.  and  Edith  L.  Mrs.  Eunice 
Rugg  departed  this  life  in  Excelsior,  Minn.,  March 
15,1863.  Our  subject,  on  the  4tb  of  November, 
1865,  was  again  united  in  marriage,  this  time  to 
Mrs.  Mary  T.  Andrews,  who  was  born  August  .16, 
1820,  in  Steuben  County,  N.  AC,  and  is  the  daugh¬ 
ter  of  David  and  Nancy  (Taylor)  Weld.  The 
father  was  a  son  of  Luther  and  Betty  (Rogers) 
Weld,  the  mother  being  in  direct  line  of  descent 
from  John  Rogers,  who  was  burned  at  the  stake. 
The  grandfather  of— Lutiuer  Weld  was  a  native  of 
Wales,  and  on  emigrating  to  the  United  States  lo¬ 
cated  in  Chatham,  Mass,,  where  Luther  was  born, 
April  14,  1761;  bis  wife  was  born  at  Guilford,  Vt., 
April  9,  1772,  They  were  both  farmers  in  the 
Green  Mountain  State,  where  their  decease  oc¬ 
curred. 

The  father  of  Mrs.  Weld  was  one  of  a  family  of 
|  ten  children,  and  April  20,  1852,  Miss  Mary,  his 
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daughter,  was  married  to  Austin  Andrews,  who 
was°born  November  30, 1810,  in  Stockbridgo,  Mass, 
When  an  infant,  he  was  taken  by  his  parents  to 
New  York,  and  from  there  to  Ohio,  and  after  com¬ 
ing  to  Illinois,  died  in  Winnebago  County,  March 
9,  1857.  Mr.  Andrews  came  hither  in  1886  in 
company  with  Judge  Whittlesey,  where  he  was 
numbered  among  the  pioneers  and  prominent  res¬ 
idents.  His  first  marriage,  which  occurred  May  6, 
1840,  united  him  with  Miss  Sarah  J.  Vance,  by 
whom  he  became  the  father  of  two  children,  Sa¬ 
rah  J.  (Mrs.  A.  N.  Bates),  and  Mary  E.,  deceased. 
Mrs.  Sarah  J.  Andrews  was  the  daughter  of  John 
Vance,  one  of  the  first  settlers  of  Seward  Town¬ 
ship,  and  after  ten  years  of  wedded  lifo  she  died 
in  1850. 

David  Weld,  the  father  of  Mrs.  Rngg,  made 
his  advent  into  this  county  in  1844,  at  which  time 
he  was  accompanied  by  his  daughter.  He  entered 
a  tract  of  land  from  the  Government,  upon  which 
he  resided  until  his  decease,  May  2,  1859.  He  was 
very  prominent  in  local  affairs,  and  for  several 
years  was  Supervisor,  being  the  first  of  the 
township,  County  Judge  and  Justice  of  the  Peace. 
In  early  life  an  old-line  Whig,  he  later  joined  the 
Republican  party,  in  whose  ranks  he  was  an  ardu¬ 
ous  worker.  Prior  to  coming  to  this  State,  Mr. 
Weld  was  an  influential  resident  of  his  Eastern 
home,  and  for  a  number  of  years  had  been  Deacon 
in  the  Congregational  Church. 

The  parents  of  Mrs.  Ru gg  were  married  Septem¬ 
ber  1,  1819,  the  lady  bearing  the  maiden  name  of 
Nancy  Taylor.  Her  birth  occurred  in  Massachu¬ 
setts,  she  being  the  daughter  of  Jonathan  Taylor, 
a  native  of  New  England.  Her  father  was  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  party  who  threw  the  tea  overboard  in 
Boston  harbor.  Nancy  Taylor  had  eight  brothers 
and  sisters,  many  of  whom  were  professional  men 
and  women,  some  of  the  latter  being  physicians 
with  an  income  of  $20,000  per  year.  The  male 
members  of  the  family  participated  in  the  Revolu¬ 
tionary  War,  and  were  fine  men  and  soldiers. 

Amos  Rugg  has  traveled  extensively  through¬ 
out  the  United  States,  but  is  content  to  follow  the 
occupation  of  a  farmer,  in  which  branch  of  work  he 
has  been  so  successful.  With  his  wife,  he  is  an 
influential  member  of  the  Congregational  Church. 


David  W.  Andrews,  the  eldest  son  of  Mrs.  Rugg, 
was  born  in  this  county,  March  15,  1854.  Ho  loft 
home  years  ago  for  the  West,  and  has  not  boon 
heard  from  since.  Abijali  Andrews  had  his  birth 
March  26,  1856,  and  on  October  14,  1879,  was 
married  to  Miss  Addie  Coburn,  who  was  born  in 
this  State,  August  8,  1861.  They  have  had  two 
children,  Linnie  May,  who  was  born  February  15, 
1881,  and  died  the  following  April;  and  Louis  C., 
whose  birth  occurred  January  24,  1888. 

J~  OSKPH  J,  M.  MYERS  derives  a  comfort¬ 
able  income  from  his  fanning  operations, 
which  ho  carries  on  successfully  in  Feca- 
_  tonica  Township,  Winnebago  County.  He 
is  a  representative  of  the  German  element  that 
has  played  so  important  a  part  in  the  settlement 
and  development  of  Illinois,  and  was  horn  in  Sar- 
nico,  Germany,  June  16,  1841,  His  home  is  most 
beautifully  located,  and  the  residence,  which  is  a 
handsome  modern  structure,  cost  $8,000.  The  home 
is  supplied  with  all  the  comforts  and  conveniences 
which  stamp  its  owner  to  be  a  thrifty  and  woll-to- 
do  citizen  of  the  county. 

The  original  of  this  sketch  is  a  son  of  John  and 
Elizabeth  Myers,  and  from  the  ago  of  ton  to  six¬ 
teen  years  he  was  employed  at  hording  cattle  in 
the  Old  Country.  In  1857,  when  his  parents  emi¬ 
grated  to  the  New  World,  ho  immediately  found 
employment  on  farms,  receiving  as  remuneration 
for  his  services  $2  per  month  find  his  board.  He 
also  cut  cord-wood  for  three  sin  Mings  a  cord,  and 
later,  going  to  Milwaukee,  spent  two  years  in  the 
Cream  City  and  then  came  to  Winnebago  County, 
where  he  did  farm  work  for  four  years  at  from  $10 
to  $17  per  month. 

Mr.  Myers,  of  this  sketch,  was  married  February 
26,  1864,  to  Miss  Sophia  Glawe,  who  died  four 
years  later,  when  twenty-four  years  of  age.  Soon 
after  his  marriage,  our  subject  rented  a  farm,  which 
he  operated  for  twelve  years,  and  in  the  spring  Of 
1875  moved  to  his  present  property,  which  he  had 
purchased  the  year  previous. 

He  of  whom  wo  write  was  married  a  second  time 
to  Miss  Charlotte  DethwUler,  who  was  horn  in 
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Strasburg,  Franco,  August;  21,  1847,  She  was  'the 
daughter  of  Henry  and  Charlotte  Dethwiller,  and 
was  nine  years  old  when  brought  to  this  country 
by  her  parents.  By  her  union  with  our  subject 
eight  children  were  born,  viz.;  Eda,  who  was  born 
Juno  27,  1871,  married  John  Schmooek,  a  farmer; 
John  F.  II.,  born  February  27, 1874;  Frank,  Novem¬ 
ber  18,  1875;  Anna  C.,  February  2,  1876;  William 
0.,  April  16, 1878;  Louisa  E.,  February  10,  1880; 
Rosa  C.,  December  5,  1881,  and  Albert,  the  eldest 
Of  the  family,  who  died  at  the  age  of  four  months. 

Our  subject  later  added  to  his  farm  in  Pecn- 
toniea  Township,  and  is  now  the  proprietor  of 
as  fine  a  tract  of  land  as  is  to  bo  found  in  the 
county.  Ills  first  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  cost 
him  $40  per  acre,  and  the  last  eighty,  $60  per  acre. 
With  liis  wife  he  is  a  devoted  member  of  the  Luth¬ 
eran  Church,  and  takes  a  deep  interest  in  all  church 
matters.  He  takes  a  prominent  part  in  public 
affairs,  and  votes  the  straight  Republican  ticket. 


IOUIS  C.  BLAKE,  a  well-known  resident  of 
(jp  Rockford,  now  living  a  retired  life,  was 
born  in  Newburg,  N.  Y.,  in  1838,  and  there 
acquired  his  education  in  the  High  School  and  an 
academy.  While  still  in  his  teens,  he  became  an 
auctioneer,  learning  the  business  in  Albany,  N.  Y., 
with  his  grandfather,  with  whom  he  worked  for 
some  time.  Ho  later  became  advance  agent  for 
circus  companies,  and  in  this  way  traveled  for 
many  years  through  the  South,  becoming  well  ac¬ 
quainted  with  all  the  Southern  States  and  the 
manners  and  customs  of  the  people.  His  first 
connection  was  with  the  famous  “Wizard  of  the 
Bugle,”  Almon  Mentor,  who  was  killed  by  a  bur¬ 
glar  at  Covington,  Ky.  Mr.  Blake  afterward  went 
upon  the  stage  in  the  role  of  an  Irish  comedian. 
For  some  years  he  was  with  the  Bailey  Theatrical 
Company  and  played  in  all  the  leading  cities  of 
the  North  and  South.  He  seemed  especially  adapted 
to  this  role  and  was  very  successful. 

Mr.  Blake  at  length  came  to  Illinois,  locating  in 
Rochelle,  whore  he  spent  about  four  years.  During 
that  time  the  Civil  War  broke  out  and  ho  enlisted 


in  Company  D,  Eleventh  Illinois  Infantry,  under 
his  friend,  Gapt.  Andrus,  and  Col.  W.  IL  L.  Wal¬ 
lace.  lie  went  with  his  command  to  the  frontand 
in  October  of  the  same  year  was  made  Sergeant  of 
the  company.  The  following  April  he  was  made 
Sergeant-Major  of  the  regiment  and  in  November, 
1862,  was  commissioned  Second  Lieutenant  of 
Company  G,  *o  which  he  had  been  transferred 
from  Company  D.  His  promotion  was  an  acknowl¬ 
edgment  of  his  meritorious  conduct  at  the  battle 
of  Ft.  Donelson.  In  the  latter  part  of  1863,  he 
resigned  and  was  honorably  discharged.  His  first 
colonel  having  been  killed  at  Ft.  Donelson,  he  was 
afterward  tinder  the  command  of  Col.  Ransom  and 
participated  in  every  engagement  of  his  regiment 
until  mustered  out  of  the  service.  Rheumatism 
was  the  cause  of  his  resignation  and  it  afterward 
confined  him  to  his  bed  for  nearly  a  whole  year. 

Mr.  Blake  married  Miss  Anna  Kissam,  of  New- 
burg,  N.  Y.,  who  was  there  reared  and  educated. 
She  is  a  refined  and  cultured  lady  and  is  descended 
from  the  old  Knickerbocker  slock  of  New  York. 
Her  great-uncle,  Col.  Richard  M.  Varrick,  was  the 
first  Recorder  and  Mayor  of  New  York  City.  In 
their  home  they  have  some  of  the  valuable  silver 
plate  that  belonged  to  the  Colonel  which  is  treasured 
by  them  as  a  family  heirloom.  They  also  have  a 
chair  which  belonged  to  Col.  Varrick  and  was  fre¬ 
quently  occupied  by  Gen.  Washington  while  the 
Colonel  was '-Serving  on  his  staff.  Other  branches 
of  the  family,  including  the  Livingstons  and 
Rooseveltes,  have  figured  prominently  in  the  his¬ 
tory  of  the  country, 

Mr.  Blake  came  to  Rockford  in  1877,  and  secured 
a  position  with  the  Chicago  &  Iowa  Railroad,  now 
belonging  to  the  Chicago,  Burlington  &  Quincy 
Railroad.  Three  years  later,  he  became  ticket 
agent  for  the  latter  road  and  also  for  the  Chicago 
ct  St.  Paul,  both  having  the  same  depot.  A  few 
months  since,  ho  severed  bis  connection  with  the 
railroad  companies,  having  acquired  a  comfortable 
competence,  lie  is  a  genial,  jovial  man,  warm¬ 
hearted  and  well-read,  and  is  quite  prominent  in 
social  circles.  He  belongs  to  G.  L.  Nevius  Post 
No.  1,  G.  A.  R,,  and  to  the  order  of  Red  Men.  He 
has  filled  all  the  offices  in  the  latter  lodge  and  has 
been  representative  to  the  Great  Council  of  the 
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State  and  the  United  States,  lie  has  also  passed 
through  all  the.  chairs  of  the  Ancient  Order  of 
United  Workmen,  and  has  been  its  representative 
to  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the  State. 

■  Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Blake  were  horn  three  sons 
and  two  daughters,  but  May  died  in  childhood. 
Cora  is  now  the  widow  of  0.  If.  Largent,  and  has 
one  child;  Louis  C.,  Mason  K.and  Collins  K.  are 
all  at  home.  The  parents  attend  the  Episcopal 
Church.  Their  beautiful  home  is  at  Ho.  527  North 
Church  Street.  Mr.  Blake  also  owns  a  residence 
next  to  his  home,  which  is  one  of  the  finest  in  the 
city. 
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PRANK  S.  WEBBER,  whose  pleasant  home 
in  Flora  Township,  Boone  County,  com¬ 
prises  ninety  acres  of  land,  was  born  in 
Dover,  Piscataquis  Count}-, Me.,  February  21 , 1 834. 
Ho  is  a  son  of  Alvin  Webber,  who  was  also  bom 
in'  the  Pine  Tree  State,  as  was  his  father,  Daniel 
Webber.  The  grandfather  of  our  subject  followed 
the  sea  for  a  number  of  years,  and  in  1845  came 
to  Illinois  and  located  in  this  township,  where  ho 
spent  his  last  years. 

Alvin  Webber  was  reared  to  agricultural  pur¬ 
suits,  and  resided  in  his  native  State  until  the  re¬ 
moval  of  his  parents  to  Illinois.  When  locating 
here,  although  the  land  was  very  cheap,  ranging  in 
price  from  $1.25  to  $5.00  per  acre,  his  means  were 
not  sufficient  to  enable  him  to  invest  in  property. 
He  was  not,  however,  particularly  pleased  with  the 
country,  winch  boro  little  resemblance  to  its  pres¬ 
ent  prosperous  condition,  and  so  rented  land  for 
five  years;  during  this  time  the  country  became 
more  settled,  and  he  was  induced  by  his  children 
to  purchase  land,  and  so  became  the  proprietor  of 
the  east  half  of  the  southwest  quarter  of  section 
27,  Flora  Township.  Here  he  improved  a  good 
farm,  and  resided  until  his  death. 

The  motheipof  our  subject  boro  the  maiden  name 
of  Susan  Grover,  the  daughter  of  Abraham  and 
Susan  Grover.  Frank  S.  was  a  lad  of  eleven  years 
when  he  came  with  his  parents  to  Illinois,  and  re¬ 
members  well  the  incidents  of  the  overland  journey 
and  the  pioneer  life  in  this  county.  He  attended 
the  pioneer  school,  assisted  the  father  on  the  farm, 


and  resided  at  home  until  his  marriage,  when  ho 
purchased  a  farm  in  Monroe  Township,  Ogle 
County.  After  a  residence  there  of  seven  years, 
our  subject  located  upon  the  farm  which  he  now 
occupies,  and  which  is  well  improved  with  first- 
class  buildings.  Ho  has,  besides,  fifteen  acres  of 
the  old  homestead  and  ten  acres  of  timber  land  in 
Cherry  Valley. 

He  of  whom  we  write  was  married,  May  18, 1857, 
to  Avvilla,  daughter  of  Newell  and  Clarinda 
(Hovery)  Watkins.  She  was  born  in  Tioga  County, 
N.  Y.,  and  departed  this  life  in  1876.  The  lady 
whom  Mr.  Webber  chose  as  his  second  wife  was 
Caroline  Hammiil,  the  ceremony  being  performed 
May  28,  1888.  Mrs.  Webber  was  born  in  Iowa 
County,  Wis,,  while  her  father,  Richard  Hammiil, 
was  born,  reared  and  married  in  England.  On 
coming  to  America,  he  made  his  homo  in  Doclgc- 
ville,  Wis.,  and  later  purchased  a  tract  of  timber 
land  two  and  one-half  miles  from  Linden,  which 
was  his  home  until  his  decease.  The  maiden  name 
of  the  mother  of  Mrs.  Webber  was  Ann  Yolton,  a 
native  of  Cornwall,  England,  who  died  on  the 
home  farm  in  Wisconsin. 

The  wife  of  our  subject  was  the  youngest  but 
cue  in  a  family  of  sixteen  children  born  to  her 
parents,  and  by  her  union  with  our  subject  is  the 
mother  of  two  children,  Flora  Bello  and  Earl  8. 
Our  subject  has  one  child  living  by  his  first  mar¬ 
riage,  Frank  8.,  the  husband  of  Maggie  Robinson. 
In  politics,  lie  votes  the  Republican  ticket,  and  his 
■wife,  in  religious  matters,  is  identified  with  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 


hEMUKL  FULLER  is  an  enterprising  and  ex¬ 
tensive  farmer  of  Rockford  Township, 
Winnebago  County,  residing  on  section 
10,  He  is  also  a  representative  of  one  of  the 
pioneer  families  of  this  locality  and  his  parents 
should  certainly  he  represented  in  this  work.  His 
father,  John  Fuller,  was  born  m  Worthington. 
Hampshire  County,  Mass.,  May  2,  1800,  and  was 
a  son  of  Lemuel  and  Susan  (Haskell)  Fuller.  On 
the  3d  of  September,  1831,  lie  married  Lucy 
Wilder,  who  was  born  in  Hampshire  County, 
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Mass..  April  5,  1808.  -Her  grandfather,  Seth  preserved  for  one  Of  her  age,  both  physically  and 

Wilder,  was  u  native  of  Salem,  that  State,  whence  mentally,  and  still  directs  and  assists  in  the  house 

ho  removed  to  Hampshire  County,  there  making  work.  She  is  an  estimable  lady  and  lias  a  wide 

his  home  upon  a  farm  until  his  death.  Upon  the  circle  of  friends  and  acquaintances  throughout  this 
same  farm,  Abel  Wilder,  father  of  Mrs.  Fuller,  community. 

was  reared.  On  attaining  toman's  estate,  lie  pur-  Lemuel  Fuller  was  born  in  Covington,  Genesee 

chased  land  in  that  locality  and  engaged  in  agri-  County,  N.  Y.,  on  the  16th  of  May,  1832,  and 
cultural  pursuits,  taking  his  grain  to  market  in  was  therefore  only  about  seven  years  of  age  when 

Albany  and  Troy,  N.  Y.,  for  there  wore  no  rail-  he  came  with  his  parents  to  Illinois.  Since  that 

roads  in  those  days.  In  1816,  he  sold  his  land  time,  he  has  resided  in  Winnebago  County.  Ills 

and  removed  to  Windsor,  Berkshire  County,  education  was  acquired  in  the  district  schools  of 

where  ho  made  his  home  until  after  the  death  of  the  neighborhood,  and  until  his  father’s  death  he 

his  wife,,  when  he  removed  to  the  Empire  State.  assisted  him  in  the  labors  of  the  farm,  with  the  ex- 

Tho  yiaklen  name  of  Mrs.  Wilder  was  Lucy  Pratt,  coption  of  one  year,  which  he  spent  in  Harlem 

She  was  born  in  Weymouth,  Mass.,  and  died  when  Township.  He  now  resides  with  his  mother  on 

Mrs.  Fuller  was  but  ten  years  of  age.  the  home  farm  and  is  the  owner  of  an  adjoining 

After  the  marriage  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fuller,  they  farm  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  acres.  Mr.  Fuller 

settled  in  Genesee  County,  where  they  made  their  is  numbered  among  the  enterprising  and  successful 
home  until  1839,  which  year  witnessed  their  emi-  agriculturists  of  this  community,  and  is  a  worthy 

gration  Westward  to  Illinois.  They  went  by  way  representative  of  so  prominent  a  pioneer  family, 

of  the  Lakes  to  Chicago,  and  thence  with  teams  ^ 

to  Rockford,  which  they  found  to  bo  a  small  ham-  -^==1^*' 

lot  in  the  midst  of  an  unbroken  tract  of  country. 

Mr.  Miller  made  a  claim  on  section  19,  Rockford  ENRY  OLSON,  polisher  for  the  Skandia 

Township,  and,  as  there  were  no  buildings  upon  Plow  Company,  of  Rockford,  is  a  stock  - 

it,  the  family  made  their  home  in  a  store  which  lloWei'  anci  ex-Director  of  that  concern, 

had  been  erected  about  a  mile  and  a  half  above  (§||  and  is  a  leading  exponent  of  his  branch 
their  farm.  They  later  moved  into*  a  log  house  in  of  industry.  He  was  One  of  the  original  pro- 
tho  same  locality,  and  the  following  spring  took  rooters  of  this  enterprise,  and  since  it  was  started, 
up  their  residence  in  a  log  cabin  adjoining  the  in  1880,  he  has  dev-oted  his  time,  money  and 
claim.  In  1842,  Mr.  Fuller  erected  a  frame  resi-  interest  to  its  advancement, 
dence  on  his  own  land,  and  there  continued  to  Our  subject  is  one  of  the  many  influential  citi- 
make  his  home  until  his  death,  which  occurred  zens  of  Rockford  who  claim  Sweden  as  their  na- 
Ootober  27,  1858.  The  family  had  borne  all  the  tive  country,  his  birth  occurring  in  Smoland 
hardships  and  privations  of  pioneer  life,  for  when  Province,  January  13,  1838,  and  he  was  twenty- 
they  came  here  the  work  of  civilization  and  pro-  nine  years  of  age  when  he  first  touched  American 
<0-089  had  scarcely  boon  begun.  The  few  settle-  soil.  This  was  about  the  1st  of  May,  1868,  and 
ments  were  widely  scattered,  all  kinds  of  wild  ho  first  located  in  Muskegon,  Mich.  One  year 
game  were  plentiful,  and  Chicago  was  the  nearest  later,  or  in  1869,  he  came  to  Rockford,  and  has 
market.  since  been  an  industrious,  hardworking  man.  For 

Mr.  and  Mis.  Fuller  wereAhe  parents  of  seven  sometime  he  was  polisher  for  the  N.  C.  Thorn  p- 
ehildren:  Lemuel,  Levi  B.,  Charles,  Nancy,  John,  son  Manufacturing  Company,  but  since  1880  he  lias 
Eliza  and  Ellen.  The  mother  of  this  family  is  been  with  the  present  company.  He  has  been  suc- 
still  living  oil  the  home  farm,  where  she  owns  two  eessful,  has  accumulated  considerable  means,  and 
hundred  and  seventy-eight  acres  of  valuable  land  recently  erected  a  modern  and  very  pleasant  resi- 
undor  a  high  state  of  cultivation.  She  is  now  dence  at  No.  509  Second  Street, 

well  advanced  in  years,  but  is  remarkably  well  Mr.  Olson  lost  his  parents,  Olof  and  Christian 
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(Peherson)  Pelicrson,  when  but;  a  child.  Thoy 
were  members  of  the  Skate  Church  Mui'dtM  when 
about  middle  ago.  He  is  the  only  one  of  the 
family  in  America.  He  selected  as  his  companion 
in  life  Miss  Martha  Olson,  also  a  native  of  Smo- 
land  Province,  where  she  whs  reared  and  edu¬ 
cated.  and  where  her  father,  Harold  Olson,  is  yet 
living.  She  was  the  only  daughter  of  six  chil¬ 
dren,  all  of  whom  are  living  in  Rockford  (see 
sketch  of  Robert  Lind).  She  came  to  this  country 
alone  in  October,  1868,  resided  in  Michigan  for  a 
short  time,  and  then  came  to  Rockford,  where  she 
was  married  to  Mr.  Olson.  Her  father,  who  is 
seventy-two  years  of  age,  was  for  a  number  of 
years  a  resident  of  Rockford,  bis  wife  dying  in  the 
latter  place  in  1874,  when  sixty  yearn  of  ago.  Her 
maiden  name  was  Mario  Christafson,  and  she  was 
a  member  of  the  Lutheran  Church,  in  which  her 
husband  still  holds  membership.  Mr.  and  Mrs, 
Olson  have  been  members  of  the  First  Lutheran 
Church  of  Rockford  for  twenty  years.  They  are  the 
parents  of  a  bright  and  intelligent  child,  Alice  A. 

•  - . 


iSAAC  V.  SEBRING.  It  is  always  a  pleasure 
to  record  the  events  in  the  life  of  a  member 
of  one  of  those  grand,  old  families  who  have 
been  identified  with  the  history  of  this  country 
since  its  earliest  settlement,  and  who  have  been 
men  of  mack.  The  genealogy  of  the  maternal 
ancestors  of  oar  subject,  which  is  now  being  pub¬ 
lished,  shows  that  their  first  representative  in 
America  was  William  Hartwell,  who  came  over  in 
the“Mnyflower. ’’  There  are  now  about  one  thou¬ 
sand  of  the  name,  who  for  the  past  eight  years 
have  held  annual  reunions  at  Concord,  N.  II. 
Their  patriotism  has  been  proved  in  the  dark 
days  of  warfare,  Grandfather  Hartwell  having 
served  as  a  soldier  from  Vermont  in  the  War  of 
1812,  and  his  father,  William,  having  faithfully 
defended  the  Colonies  during  the  Revolutionary 
War. 

The  paternal  ancestors  of  our  subject  originated 
in  Holland,  where  Grandfather  Sebring  followed 
farming  pursuits  until  be  emigrated  t.o  America. 
Isaac  B.,  father  of  our  subject,  was  born  in  Penn¬ 


sylvania,  in  December,  1811,and  passed  his  youth 
on  a  farm.  In  1841,  near  Erie,  Pa.,  he  was  united  . 
in  marriage  to  Miss  Eunice  Whitney  Hartwell,  who 
was  born  in  Vermont  in  181.8  After  the  birth  of 
their  first  child,  they  removed  West,  in  the  spring 
of  1845,  making  the  journey  by  water  to  Milwau¬ 
kee,  and  thence  by  team  to  Boone  County,  where 
they  entered  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of 
Government  land  on  section  25;  Manchester 
Township. 

The  first  step  toward  the  improvement  of  the 
farm  was  the  erection  of  a  log  house,  a  portion  of 
which  still  stands,  and  which  was  roofed  with 
sod.  Other  improvements  followed  as  opportunity 
offered,  and  when  the  father  died,  in  1862,  he  left 
his  family  comfortably  provided  for,  lie  was  an 
upright  man,  firm  in  his  convictions  and  a  stanch 
adherent  of  the  principles  of  truLh  and  justice. 
During  the  Civil  War,  he  enlisted  as  a  member  of 
Company  C,  Thirteenth  Wisconsin  Infantry,  Gapt. 
Cummings  commanding.  lie  served  with  valor 
for  several  months,  but,  while  marching  to  Kan¬ 
sas  with  his  regiment,  was  taken  ill  and  died  at  a 
farmhouse,  in  April,  1862,  at  the  ago  of  fifty-one 
years. 

The  family  of  which  our  subject  is  a  member 
consisted  of  eight  children,  one  of  whom  died 
when  eighteen  months  old,  and  Orinda  when  three 
years  old.  The  others  were  Nathan  B.,  born  De¬ 
cember  21,  1841;  Harriet,  September  80,  1815; 
Isaac  V.,  January  27,  1850;  Jane,  February  C, 
1852;  Sarah,  January  6,  1854;  and  Ella,  March 
25,  1855.  All  are  still  living  with  the  exception 
of  Nathan,  who  died  in  Washington,  D,  C.,  in 
August,  1862,  from  the  effects  of  a  gunshot  wound. 
He  entered  the  army  in  his  twentieth  year,  be¬ 
coming  a  member  of  Company  IC,  Seventh  Wis¬ 
consin  Infantry,  Capt.  Gordon  commanding,  and 
served  ns  a  private  until  Iris  death. 

The  .mother  of  our  subject  was  a  daughter  of 
William  and  Jane  (Whitney)  Hartwell,  natives  of 
New  England,  who  removed  to  Illinois  in  1845. 
Him  died  in  February,  1866,  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
four  years,  leaving  to  her  children  a  small  estate 
of  forty  acres,  All  the  children  arc  married  ex¬ 
cept  our  subject.  Harriet  is  now  Mrs.  Augustus 
Cushman,  of  Hhirlaml,  Winnebago  County;  Jane 
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became  the  wife  of  .1.  H.  Livingston,  a  carpenter 
anti  mason, •  Sarah  married  Willis  Hollister,  of  Bel- 
viclero;  Ella  is  the  wife  of  Oliver  Webster,  of 
Manchester  Township,  Boone  County. 

Our  subject  has  passed  his  entire  life  in  Boone 
County,  and  is  now  numbered  among  the  prosper¬ 
ous  farmers  of  Manchester  Township,  where  lie 
has  a  fine  farm  on  section  85.  The  place  com¬ 
prises  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  including  the 
forty  acres  of  the  old  homestead.  In  1872,  he 
bought  forty  acres,  paying  therefor  the  sum  of 
$1,150,  and  in  1885  he  purchased  eighty  acres  for 
$3,000,  including  some  splendid  farming  land. 
Ho  conducts  a  general  farming  business  and  also 
engages  in  stock-raising  to  some  extent.  In  1884, 
ho  improved  bis  farm  by  the  erection  of  a  large 
and  substantial  frame  residence,  in  which  he  makes 
bis  home.  He  is  a  man  of  public  spirit,  has  served 
bis  fellow-citizens  as  Highway  Commissioner  and 
School  Director,  and  exerts  his  influence  in  behalf 
of  those  measures  which  are  conducive  to  the 
good  of  the  community. 


APT.  WILLIAM  D.  E.  ANDRUS.  One  of 
(1(  If  ^u'  a1'^  ni0Sl:  highly-respected  eiti- 

zens  of  Winnebago  County,  who  lias  been 
prominently  connected  with  its  growth  and  devel¬ 
opment  for  many  years,  is  Capt,  William  I).  E. 
Andrus,  of  Rockford,  whoso  portrait  is  shown  on 
another  page. 

A  native  of  Chautauqua  County,  N.  Y.,  our 
subject  came  West  with  his  parents  and  with  them 
settled  in  Illinois  as  early  as  I84‘3.  Sinco  then, 
with  the  exception  of  about  four  years  spent  in 
the  army  and  a  few  years  in  Dakota,  he  has  been 
a  resident  of  this  comity.  He  has  ever  been  in¬ 
dustrious  and  practical,  and  as  a  result  of  his  en¬ 
ergy  and  good  management  lie  is  the  owner  of  a 
largo  amount  of  property  in  Rockford  and  exten¬ 
sive  tracts  of  land  in  Bon  Homme.  County,  S„  Dale., 
which  is  fast  developing  as  a  farming  and  dairy 
county.  He  lias  been  interested  in  Dakota  real 
estate  since  1879,  about  which  time  lie  filled  the 
position  of  Indian  Agent  at  the  Yankton  Agency 
for  three  years  and  a  half.  He.  became  interested 


j  in  that  State  but  not  sufficiently  to  cause  him  to 
leave  Illinois,  his  adopted  .State,  in  which  lie  was 
reared  and  educated. 

When  the  war  broke  out,  our  subject  was  among 
the  first  to  respond  to  his  country’s  call  and  was 
in  the  company  that  first  telegraphed  its  services 
to  the  Governor  in  February,  1861,  and  that  was 
one  of  the  fi  rst  to  be  accepted.  The  official  record, 
direct  from  Washington,  D.  0.,  was  as  follows: 
“Entered  service  as  a  private,  Rockford  Zouaves, 
April  20,  186L  Mustered  into  service  as  Second 
Lieutcnan  t,  Company  1),  Eleventh  Illinois  Infantry, 
April  30,  1861.  Regiment  organized  at  Spring- 
field,  Ill.,  for  three  months’  service.  Ordered  to 
Villa  Ridge,  Ill.,  May  5,  1861.  Duty  there  un¬ 
til  June  20,  and  at  Bird’s  Point, Mo.,  until  July  30. 
Mustered  put  July  30,  ’1861,  expiration  of  term 
of  enlistment.  Re-enlisted  in  three  years’  serv¬ 
ice  as  Captain  of  Company.  D,  Eleventh' Illinois 
Infantry,  July  30,  1861.  Assigned  to  W.  II.  L. 
Wallace’s  Third  Brigade,  District  of  Southeast  Mis¬ 
souri,  August,  1861,  to  January,  1862.  Second 
Brigade,  First  Division,  Military  District  of  Cairo, 
to  February,  1862.  Second  Brigade,  First  Division, 
Army  of  Tennessee,  to  August,  1862.  Paducah,  Ky., 
to  November  1862.  First  Brigade,  Sixth  Division, 
Left  Wing,  Thirteenth  Corps.  Department  of  the 
Tennessee  to  December,  1862.  First  Brigade,  Sixth 
Division,  Seventeenth  Corps,  Army  of  Tennessee, to 
September.  1863.  Second  Brigade,  Fourth  Division, 
Seventeenth  Corps,  to  February,  1864.  Second 
Brigade,  First  Division,  Seventeenth  Corps,  to 
August,  1864.  Skirmish  at  Charleston,  Mo.,  Au¬ 
gust,  1861.  Expedition  toward  New  Madrid, 
September  9,  1861;  another  toward  Charleston, 
October  6.  One  against  Thompson ’s  forces,  Novem¬ 
ber  2,  1861.  Expedition  to  Charleston,  January  7, 
1862.  Ft.  Henry,  Tennessee,  February  2.  Capture 
of  Ft.  Henry,  February  6.  Assault  on  Ft.  Donel- 
son,  Februay  11  to  the  15th.  Severely  wounded 
by  gunshot  in  right  hip.  *  Absent  with  wounds 
until  April.  Rejoined  regiment  at  Shiloh,  April  7. 
Siege  of  Corinth,  Miss.,  April  30  to  May  30. 
March  to  Jackson,  Tenn.  Duty  there  until  August. 
Trenton  Ferry,  July  1  and  2.  March  to  Lexington, 
July  23  to  28.  Ordered  to  Cairo,  Ill.,  August  2. 
Ordered  to  Padncali,  Ky.,  August  23.  Trenton 
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Ferry,  July  1  and  2,  March  to  Lexington  July  23 
to  28.  Expedition  to  Hopkinsville,  Ky.,  October 
31  and  November  13.  Moved  to  La  Grange,  Tenn., 
November  20  to  24.  Grant’s  Central  Mississippi 
Campaign.  Operations  on  Mississippi  Central 
Railroad  to  the  Yoeknapatafa  River  from  Novem¬ 
ber,  1862,  until  January,  1868.  Aotio^y  at  Talla¬ 
hatchie  River,  November  30.  Moved  to  Memphis, 
Tenn.,  and  thence  to  Young’s  Point,  La.,  January 
17,  1863,  and  to  Lake  Providence,  February  11. 
Expedition  to  American  Bend,  March  17  to  28. 
Movement  on  Bruinsburg  and  Grand  Gulf,  April 
25  to  30.  Battle  of  Port  Gibson,  May  1;  Raymond, 
May  12;  Jackson,  May  14;  Champion  Hills,  May 
16;  Big  Black  River,  May  17;  siege  of  Vicksburg, 
May  19  to  July  4;  assault  on  Vicksburg,  May  19 
and  22;  surrender  of  Vicksburg  July  4.  Detached 
on  recruiting  service  in  Illinois  from  July  to  Sep¬ 
tember.  Rejoined  regiment  at  Natchez  and  tem¬ 
porarily  on  staff  of  Gen.  Ransom,  commanding  at 
that  point.  Expediton  into  Louisiana,  September 
1  and  8.  Moved  to  Vicksburg,  October  12;on  duty 
there  until  July,  1364.  Yazoo  Expedition,  February 
1  to  March  8.  Liverpool  Heights,  February  5. 
Yazoo  City,  March  5.  Black  River  Bridge,  until 
April  26,  Expedition  to  Yazoo  City,  May  4  to  21 
Benton, Miss..  May  7,  Vaughan  May  12;  Yazoo  City 
May  13;  Vaughan  Station,  May  14.  Duty  at 
Vicksburg,  as  Assistant  Provost  Marshal,  Juno 
and  July.  Expedition  to  Jackson,  Miss.,  July  1 
to  7.  Clinton  July  4;  Jackson,  July  5  and  6; 
Clinton,  July  7.  Mustered  out,  July  31,  1864, 
expiration  of  term.”  Those  facts,  taken  from  the 
Adjutant-General's  Report,  show  conclusively  that 
the  war  record  of  Capt.  Andrus  is  a  good  one. 

After  his  return  to  the  city  of  Rockford,  Capt. 
Andrus  embarked  in  business  enterprises  and  has 
been  fairly  successful.  He  has  a  pleasant,  cheerful 
disposition,  is  sociable  and  agreeable  and  his  friends 
are  legion.  He  lias  been  an  active  worker  in  the 
G.  L.  Nevius  Post  No.  1,G.  A.  R,,  which  he  organ¬ 
ized  and  of  which  he  was  the  first  Commander. 
The  name  it  hears  was  suggested  by  Mr.  Andrus, 
who  gave  it  that  title  in  honor  of  the  first  Captain 
of  Company  D,  who  subsequently  became  Colonel 
of  the  Eleventh  Regiment  and  was  killed  in  the 
battle  of  Vicksburg, 


Mr.  Andrus  is  a  Thirty-second  degree  Mason, 
being  a  member  of  the  Oriental  Consistory  of  Chi¬ 
cago.  He  was  a  charter  member  of  the  Crusader 
Commandery  No.  17,  of  Rockford,  and  was  the 
Commander  under  a  second  dispensation,  also 
filled  the  same,  position  after  the  lodge  was  char¬ 
tered.  lie  has  filled  several  of  the  offices  of  the 
Chapter  and  Blue  Lodges,  the  former,  Winnebago 
Chapter  No.  24,  and  the  latter,  Star  of  the  East 
No.  166.  In  politics  he  is  a  strong  Republican. 

Our  subject  was  married  in  Chicago,  Ill.,  to  Miss 
Isabella  Westfall,  a  native  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,who 
was  reared  and  educated  at  Sag  Harbor.  Her  death 
occurred'  at  the  family  residence  in  Rockford ,  in 
1873,  when  in  the  prime  of  life.  She  was  an  in¬ 
telligent,  accomplished  lady,  and  a  devout  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  They  were  the 
parents  of  two  children,  both  of  whom  died  young. 


‘ALEXANDER  SMITH.  Tim  farming  com- 
|pj|  inunity  of  Harlem  Township,  Winnebago 

JOl  County,  recognizes  a  worthy  represen ta- 
(jgjj  tive  in  the  subject  of  this  notice,  who  pur¬ 
sues  the  even  tenor  of  his  way  on  a  magnificent 
tract  of  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres  on  section 
35,  Ho  exorcises  considerable  influence  in  the 
community,  and  is  looked  upon  as  one  of  its  most 
reliable  men,  His  industrious,  frugal  and  temper¬ 
ate  habits  have  gained  him  a  competence  which 
will  enable  him  to  pass  his  declining  years  in  peace 
and  comfort. 

A  number  of  the  best  residents  in  Harlem 
Township  have  been  born  in  Argyloshire,  Scotland, 
which  is  also  the  birthplace  of  our  subject,  his 
natal  day  being  June  21,  1832.  His  parents  wore 
Daniel  and  Mary  (Montgomery)  Smith,  whose 
sketch  will  bo  found  in  the  biography  of  Robert 
Smith,  on  another  page  of  this  book.  Our  subject 
was  a  lad  of  ten  years  when  making  the  trip  to 
America  with  his  parents,  and  remembers  well  the 
ocean  voyage  and  the  pioneer  life  in  this  country* 
After  the  death  of  his  father,  ho  carried  on  fann¬ 
ing  in  company  with  his  brothers,  and  in  1852, 
when  a  division  of  the  property  was  made,  they 
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owned  nearly  six  lumdred  acres.  Daniel  and  onr 
subject;  settled  on  the  farm  where  Mr.  Smith  resides 
at  the  present  time,  and  continued  to  work  to¬ 
gether  until  1858,  when  the  latter  purchased  his 
brother’s  interest  in  the  old  homestead,  and  began 
its  cultivation.  He  has  been  very  successful  in  all 
his  undertakings,  and  is  now  one  of  the  largest 
land-owners  in  the  county,  his  farm  being  well  im¬ 
proved  and  stocked  with  the  best  grades  of  horses, 
cattle,  etc, 

In  1858,  our  subject  was  married  to  Ann  Smith, 
also  a  native  of  Kintyre,  Scotland,  and  the  daughter 
of  James  and  Martha  (Johnson)  Smith.  To  them 
have  been  horn  six  children:  Barbara  J.,  Hugh  J., 
Mary  A.,  nnd  three  deceased.  The  family  are  all 
members  of  the  Willow  Creek  Presbyterian  Church 
and  have  many  friends  in  their  wide  circle  of  ac¬ 
quaintances. 

ffi  RRAEL  SOVEREIGN.  Among  the  men  who 
j  cast  their  fortunes  in  Winnebago  County,  Ill., 
a A  in  1840,  and  whose  memory  is  respected  by 
the  people  of  this  region  is  John  Sovereign, 
the  father  of  our  subject.  He  was  born  in  New 
Jersey,  on  the  28th  of  February,  1797,  and  was  of 
Gorman  descent, although  his  parents  were  natives 
of  New  Jersey.  He  was  four  years  of  age  when  his 
parents  moved  to  Ontario,  Canada,  and  there  he 
grew  up  to  farm  life,  and  was  married  to  Miss  M. 
Mahec.  Site  was  born  in  Canada,  of  Canadian  par- 
entago,  and  was  probably  of  English  descent. 
After  marriage,  John  Sovereign  and  wife  moved 
to  Malihidc  Township,  and  there  the  latter  died,  in 
1839,  when  just  thirty-nine  years  of  age.  She  left 
ten  children,  nearly  all  of  whom  grew  to  mature 
years.  Two  are  now  in  California,  one  in  Mis¬ 
souri  and  two  in  this  State. 

After  the  death  of  lus  wife,  in  1839,  John  Sov¬ 
ereign  came  with  toaniy  and  wagons  and  brought 
his  family  to  Winnebago  County,  and  November 
10  of  that  year  settled  in  Guilford  Township. 
Being  left  with  a  large  family,  Mr.  Sovereign 
took  for  his  second  wife  Mrs.  Mary  Mason,  a  native 
of  Illinois,  and  their  marriage  occurred  in  Boone 
County.  She  had  a  number  of  children  by  her 


first  marriage,  and  died  in  this  county  when  quite 
aged.  Mr.  Sovereign  and  both  wives  were  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  he 
was  a  local  minister  in  Winnebago  County,  being 
known  far  and  wide  as  a  good,  earnest  Christian. 
He  passed  most  of  his  life  in  that  county,  but  died 
in  California  while  on  a  visit  to  his  son  George, 
August  20,  1870.  Ho  was  tlien  seventy-two  years 
of  age.  He  was  one  of  the  leading  pioneers  of 
Guilford  Township,  and  one  of  its  best  citizens. 
Active  in  benevolent  and  charitable  enterprises, 
strong  in  his  friendship,  and  brave  in  his  defense 
of  the  right,  few  men  were  betler  respected  than 
John  Sovereign. 

Israel  Sovereign,  our  subject,  was  born  in  the 
Province  of  Ontario,  Canada,  November  6,  1827, 
and  finished  his  growth  in  Guilford  Township, 
this  county.  In  .1857,  lie  came  to  Rockford,  and 
became  connected  with  the  hardware  business, 
which  lie  followed  until  .1083,  being  one  of  tlie 
leading  hardware  dealers  on  the  West  Side.  He 
yet  owns  a  business  block  on  South  Main  Street. 
Mr.  Sovereign  was  One  of  the  promoters  of  the 
Rockford  Watch  Company,  is  a  stockholder  in  the 
same,  and  was  one  of  the  committee  to  investigate 
the  watch-making  business.  Since  its  organization, 
be  lias  been  a  Director,,  and  lias  represented  the 
watch  company  on  the  road  for  five  years.  He  is 
a  live  business  man,  and  has  met  with  wonderful 
success  for  his  house  in  the  North  wester^  States 
and  parts  of  Canada,  being  popular  in  his 
business,  and  justly  merits  the  large  m ensure  of 
success  achieved  by  his  skill  and  industry.  He  is 
sociable  and  genial,  a  very  pleasant  conversation¬ 
alist,  strictly  temperate  in  his  habits,  and,  although 
sixty-four  years  of  age,  is  free  from  ills  and  pains, 
and  is  as  active  as  most  men  of  forty.  Our  sub¬ 
ject  was  married  in  this  county  to  Miss  Laura 
Judd,  who  came  from  Ohio  to  this  State  in  early 
girlhood.  Her  parents,  Jason  and  Rebecca  (Shaw) 
Judd,  settled  on  a  farm  in  Durand  Township,  and 
there  passed  the.  remainder  of  tlieir  days.  They 
were  natives  of  Vermont  and  Massachusetts,  re¬ 
spectively,  and  were  representative  people  of  their 
community.  Mr.  and  Mi's.  Sovereign  have  throe 
children:  C.  Eugene,  a  prominent  business  man  of 
Rockford,  who  first  married  a  Miss  Doyle,  and  after 
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licr  death  married  Miss  Elsie  Irvine;  bred  J.,  l)l0“  J 
prietor  of  the  City  Ice  Company,  married  Luella  , 
Rhoades;  and  Alice  M.,  at  home.  The  family  are 
members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and 
Mr.  Sovereign  is  a  Republican  in  politics. 


J"~  OHN  ERLANDER  is  now  living  a  retired 
life  after  many  years  devoted  to  active 
business  in  Rockford,  where  ho  1ms  made 
1  his  home  since  1854.  He  is  one  of  the 
:  worthy  citizens  that  Sweden  has  furnished  to  this 
community.  His  birth  occurred  in  that  country, 
April  7,  1826,  and  he  is  a  son  of  John  and  Steiise 
(Pearson)  Johnson,  who  spent  their  entire  lives  in 
their  native,  land.  The  father  died  at  the  age  Of 


eighty-two  years,  his  wife  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
nine,  and  her  mother  reached  the  advanced  age  of 
ninety-four.  They  were  life-long  members  of  the 
Lutheran  Church. 

In  1854,  our  subject,  his  brother  Peter,  and  sis¬ 
ter  Katie  bade  good-bye  to  their  old  home,  and 
sailed  from  Gottenburg  to  New  York  City,  reach¬ 
ing  their  destination  after  a  voyage  of  seven 
weeks.  They  came  on  at  once  to  Rockford,  and 
all  are  yet  living  in  this  city.  Mr.  Erlander  was 
married,  in  1855,  to  Miss  Christine  Peterson ,  a  na¬ 
tive  of  Sweden,  who  came  to  Rockford  the  year 
previous,  and  died  in  3  857,  at  the  age  of  twenty 
years,  leaving  one. son,  William,  who  departed  this 
life  at  the  ago  of  fifteen.  Our  subject  was  again 
married,  in  1857,  this  union  being  with  a  sister  of 
his  first  wife,  Ingas  Peterson,  who  was  born  in 
Sweden,  July  9,  1833,  and  is  a  daughter  of  Peter 
and  Katie  (Orvid)  Johnson,  who  were  also  natives 


of  that  country,  and  who  came  to  Rockford  in 
1854,  They  both  died  of  cholera  during  the  first 
week  after  locating  in  this  city,  at  the  ages  of 
forty-eight  and  fifty-two  years,  respectively.  They 


were  members  of  the  Lutheran  Church. 

Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Erlaudor  have  been  bom 
seven  children:  Frank,  who  died  in  childhood;  Al¬ 
fred  is  living  in  Chicago;  Frank  C.,  a  watch-maker 
of  Rockford;  Peter  E.,  who  carries  on  a  confec¬ 
tionery  establishment  in  Chicago;  Hannah  C.,  a 
dressmaker  of  this  city;  Mary  ().,  a  milliner;  and 


John  J.  The  children  all  received  good  educa¬ 
tional  advantages,  and  are  doing  well  in  life.  They 
and  the  parents  are  all  members  of  the  First  Luth¬ 
eran  Church.  They  have  a  pleasant  home  at  No. 
402  South  Third  Street,,  supplied  with  all  the  com¬ 
forts  and  many  of  the  luxuries  of  life,  and  in  so¬ 
cial  circles  they  rank  high. 

Mr.  Erlander  came  to  this  city  a  poor  man,  with 
no  capital  except  a  knowledge  of  the  tailor  s  trade. 
After  working  for  some  time  for  S.  P.  Franklin 
and  John  Erella  as  ft  journeyman,  ho  opened  a 
little  shop  of  bis  own,  and  in  the  spring  of  1801, 
went  into  the  tailoring  business  with  B.  A,  John¬ 
son,  the  partnership  continuing  uninterrupted  un¬ 
til  1885.  In  the  meantime,  they  enlarged  their 
business  and  carried  a  complete  and  extensive 
stock  of  ready-made  clothing  and  gents’  furnish¬ 
ing  goods.  From  the  beginning,  their  trade  con¬ 
stantly  increased,  and  it  proved  to  Mr.  Erlander  a 
successful  enterprise.  In  eorhpany  with  a  few  oth¬ 
ers,  he  became  the  founder  of  the  Rockford  Union 
Furniture  Company  in  March.,  1876,  which  has  be¬ 
come  one  Of  the  leading  enterprises  of  the  city. 
He  was  its  first  President,  holding  the  office  for 
|  three  years,  and  was  one  of  its  Directors  as  long  as 
he  continued  his  connection  with  the  company. 
He  aided  in  establishing  the  Excelsior  Furniture 
Company  in  1880,  became  a  member  of  the  Board 
of  Directors,  and  at  one  time  the  burden  of  the 
whole  business  rested  almost  entirely  upon  him. 
This  was  during  the  critical  period  of  its  existence, 
but  he  tided  it  safely  over  its  threatened  failure, 

*  and  has  made  it  one  of  the  important  industries  of 
the  city.  He  has  been  one  of  its  Directors  and  its 
President  for  some  years. 

Mr.  Erlander  is  a  stockholder  and  Director  in 
the  Central  Furniture  Company;  a  stockholder  in 
the  Manufacturers’  Bank;  a  stockholder  and  Di¬ 
rector  in  the  Rockford  Brick  Company;  and  was 
one  of  the  chief  organizers  of  the  .Swedish  Mutual 
Fire  Insurance  Company,  established  in  1873.  Me 
became  President  of  the  company  after  its  organi¬ 
zation,  and  still  holds  that  otllee.  The  important 
part  he  has  borne  in  these  enterprises  has  aided 
materially  in  the  upbuilding  of  the  city,  the  pros¬ 
perity  of  his  fellow-townsmen,  and  bis  own  success. 
In  polities,  lie  is  a  stalwart  Republican,  and  has 
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been  Supervisor  of  the  Second  Ward  for  nine 
years,  lie  was  one  of  the  first  members  of  the 
First  Swedish  Lutheran  Church  and  Sunday-school, 
in  which  he  has  always  been  very  much  interested, 
lias  given  liberally  to  its  support,  and  taken  an  ac¬ 
tive,  partin  its  work.  Whatever  tends  to  benefit 
the  community  is  sure  to  receive  his  hearty  co-op¬ 
eration,  and  his  aid  is  never  withheld  from  any  en¬ 
terprise.  lie  is  an  honored  and  valued  citizen, 
respected  by  all,  and  it  is  with  pleasure  that  we 
present  this  sketch  to  our  readers. 

djl  IVILLIAM  (’.  PROUTY,  deceased,  was  born 
m sJfl  in  Braltleboro,  Vt.,  in  I H10,  a  descendant 
vvW  <>C  nn  old  and  prominent  New  England 
family,  lie  was  educated  in  the  II igh  School  of 
his  native  town  and  entered  upon  his  business  ca¬ 
reer  in  New  York  City,  where  he  carried  on  trade 
in  Chatham  Square,  then  a  prominent  business 
quarter  of  the  metropolis. 

Returning  to  his  native  town,  Sir.  Prouty  was 
joined  in  wedlock  with  Miss  Adeline  A.  Wheeloek, 
who  was  born  in  Wardsboro,  At.,  in  1812.  She 
was  graduated  from  the  Braltleboro  Academy  and 
engaged  in  teaching  for  a  short  time  before  her 
marriage.  Her  father,  Judge  Henry  Wheeloek,  was 
also  a  native  of  Vermont  and  was  a  son  of  Asa 
Wheeloek,  a  native  of  Massachusetts  and  a  promi¬ 
nent  citizen  of  Windham  County,  VI.,  where  he 
resided  for  many  years.  His  son  Henry  was  Judge, 
of  that  county  for  some  years  and  afterward  came 
to  Illinois,  bringing  with  him  a  stock  of  goods, 
lie  established  a  store  in  Byron,  and  was  thus  en¬ 
gaged  for  some  time,  becoming  a  prominent  citizen 
of  Ogle  County,  in  politics,  he  "was  first  a  Whig 
and  afterward  a  Republican,  and  held  membership 
in  the  Congregational  Church.  In  the  Green 
Mountain  Slate,  he  was  married  to  Adcdphia  Con¬ 
verse,  who  was  hoi n  in  Massachusetts,  hut  spent 
the  greater  part  of  her  girlhood  in  Windham 
County,  Vt.  She  proved  to  her  husband  a  true 
helpmate  until  her  death,  which  occurred  in  Rock¬ 
ford  at  an  advanced  age.  Judge  Wheeloek  later 
died  at  the  age  of  eighty-two,  at  the  home  of  his 
daughter,  Mrs.  Lewis,  of  this  city.  A  brother,  Fred, 
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is  now  living  on  the  old  homestead  in  Byron,  Ill.; 
Erastus  resides  with  Mrs.  Prouty,  and  Mrs.  Charles 
Lewis  makes  her  home  in  Rockford. 

Mr.  Prouty  first  came  to  Illinois  in  1841  and  did 
business  for  some  time  in  Byron,  Ogle  County, 
with  his  father-in-law,  Judge  Wheeloek.  He  after¬ 
ward  established  a  general  merchandise  store  in 
Pecaloniea  and  subsequently  came  to  Rockford, 
lie  was  one  of  the  leading  men  in  this  county  for 
years  and  was  well  and  widely  known  in  business 
circles.  He  came  to  Rockford  in  the  spring  of  1875, 
and  here  engaged  in  the  boot  and  shoe  business 
until  his  death,  when  he  was  succeeded  by  his  son 
Henry,  who  died  just  seven  years  later.  Fred 
Prouty,  another  son  of  our  subject,  then  became 
proprietor  of  the  store  and  still  carries  on  business 
at  No.  126  .State  Street. 

Our  subject  ever  took  a  prominent  part  in  polit¬ 
ical  affairs  and  was  a  co-worker  and  a  great  friend 
of  Horace  Greeley.  He  was  one  of  the  leaders  in 
the  W.  H.  Harrison  campaign  and  his  widow  now 
lias  in  her  possession  a  letter  written  at  that  time, 
which  reads  as  follows: 

Williamsburg,  November  17, 1840. 

Sin: 

You  are  requested  to  attend  a  regular 
meeting  of  the  Williamsburg  Tippecanoe  Associa¬ 
tion  on  Tuesday  evening,  November  17,  at  seven 
o'clock,  at  the  log  cabin. 

By  order  of 

Tbhim.k  Fay,  President, 

Wt i*i.i am  (’.  Pnm  ty,  Seerotary. 

Our  subject  was  well  lilted  to  be  a  leader  of  the 
people,  and  wherever  he  went  occupied  that  posi¬ 
tion.  He  was  straightforward  and  upright  in  all 
things,  an  honored  and  worthy  man  who  was  held 
in  high  regard  by  all  who  knew  him.  lie  died  at 
his  home  in  Roekford,  September  8,  1878;at  the, 
age  of  sixty-eight  years,  and  many  friends  mourned 
his  loss.  As  pioneer,  friend  and  neighbor,  he  won 
the  esteem  of  all,  and  his  portrait,  which,  is  pre¬ 
sented  on  another  page,  will  he  regarded  as  a  val¬ 
uable  addition  to  this  work. 

Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Prouty  were  born  five  chil¬ 
dren  but  two  sons,  both  hearing  the  name  of  Will¬ 
iam  lb,  died  in  the  Empire  State.  Ibnry  died  at 
his  homo  in  this  city  when  tliii  tv-six  years  of  age. 
The  living  are  Adelaide  A„  wife  of  Dr.  T.  M. 
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Butler,  a  resident  of  Detroit;  and  I(  red  C.,  "ho 
married  Sadie  Kemp,  of  Chicago,  and  is  now  car¬ 
rying  on  the  shoe,  business  established  by  his 
father.  Mrs.  Prouty  is  a  most  estimable  lady,  warm¬ 
hearted  and  true,  and  possessing  many  noble 
qualities  and  excellencies  of  character  which  endear 
her  to  all. 


Sampson  gretton,  Jm  The  following 
is  a  brief  sketch  of  the  career  of  Mr.  Gret- 
ton,  a  man  whoso  present  substantial  posi¬ 
tion  in  life  has  been  reached  entirely 
through  his  own  perseverance;  and  the  facts  con¬ 
nected  with  his  agricultural  operations  and  their 
results  only  show  what  a  person  with  courage  and 
enlightened  views  can  accomplish.  The  subject 
of  this  sketch  first  saw  the.  light  of  day  in  New 
York  State,  his  birth  occurring  in  Monroe  County, 
near  the  town  of  Brockport,  September  19,  1843. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  Sampson  Gretton,  Sr., 
was  born  in  Staffordshire,  England,  and  was  mar¬ 
ried  to  Miss  Mary  Berry,  who  was  also  a  native  of 
England,  born  in  Lancashire.  They  came  to  Amer¬ 
icana  l  an  early  date,  settled  in  New  York  State, 
where  they  were  married,  and  there  made  their 
home  until  the  spring  of  1849,  when  they  came  to 
11  in o is.  They  located  on  the  farm  now  owned  by 
our  subject  and  bought  the  land  of  a  brother,  who 
had  taken  it  from  the  Government,  Here  they 
passed  the  remainder  of  their  days  engaged  in  till¬ 
ing  the  soil,  and  were  much  esteemed  in  the  eom- 


our  subject  was  united  in  marriage  to  Alisa  Sarah 
Lawman,  a  native  of  Lincolnshire,  England,  boin 
December  30,  1848,  and  the  daughter  of  John  and 
Rebecca  (Fillingham)  Lawman,  also  natives  of  that 
country.  In  the  year  1851,  her  parents  came  to 
the  United  States  and  settled  in  Spring  Township, 
Boone  County,  111.,  where  they  still  reside.  They 
are  classed  among  the  best  citizens  of  the  county, 
and  are  active  in  all  movements  that  have  for  thou 
object  the  improvement  and  development  of  the, 
county  and  township, 

Threo  children  have  blessed  our  subject’s  umon: 
Alice  M.,  born  on  the  2 2d  of  May,  1871;  Wallace, 
May  8,  1875,  and  Charles  II.,  born  on  the  22d 
of  January,  1890,  all  natives  of  this  township 
and  county.  At  an  early  age,  our  subject  became 
familiar  with  the  duties  of  the  farm,  and  agricul¬ 
tural  pursuits  have  been  iiis  principal  occupation 
since,  lie  is  thorough  and  enterprising,  and  every¬ 
thing  about  his  well-kept  farm  indicates  that  ho  is 
one  Of  the  prosperous  and  substantial  men  of  the 
county.  His  excellent  wife  is  •-  noted  housekeeper, 
and  is  a  lady  of  culture  and  ntelUgcnee.  Her 
paternal  grandparents  were  William  and  Amelia 
Lawman  and  her  maternal  grandparents,  William 
and  Sarah  (Tliursby)  FUUugham,  natives  of  Not¬ 
tinghamshire,  England.  The  great-grandfather, 
John  Tliursby,  was  also  a  native  of  Nottingham¬ 
shire,  England.  Like  his  father,  our  subject  is  a 
“  decided  Republican  in  his  political  views,  and  is  a 
strong  advocate  of  the  principles  of  that  party. 


munity.  The  father  died  when  about  seventy-eight  | 
years  of  age,  and  the  mother  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
six.  They  were  the  parents  of  three  children,  hut 
lost  two  in  infancy,  our  subject  being  the  only  one 
now  living.  They  made  many  improvements  on 
their  fine  farm,  and  lived  to  see  the  wilderness 
blossom  like  the  rose. 

Sampson  Gretton,  Jr.,  has  been  a  resident  of  the 
old  home-place  for  many  years,  and  the  improve¬ 
ments  begun  by  his  parents  he  has  completed  and 
made  perfect.  lie  still  lives  iii  the  house  first 
erected  by  his  parents,  is  the  owner  of  one  hun¬ 
dred  and  forty-two  acres  of  land  and  is  prosperous 
and  contented.  On  the  23d  of  November,  18(19, 


0MUI  J.  CUMMINGS,  who  carries  on  general 
|  farming  on  section  17,  Guilford  Township, 

1  Winnebago  County,  claims  Ohio  as  the  Slate 
of  his  nativity.  He  was  horn  in  Thompson, 
Geauga  County,  December  28,  1832.  Ilia  grand¬ 
father,  John  Cummings,  was  an  agriculturist,  and 
spent  his  entire  life  in  West  Swauzoy,  N.  II.  He 
wedded  Mary  Hawk.  Their  son,  Nehemiah  Cum¬ 
mings,  was  horn  in  West  Kwanzey,  there  acquired  a 
common-school  education,  and,  when  a  young 
man,  started  for  the  Far  West,  lie  became  a  pio¬ 
neer  of  .Geauga  County,  Ohio,  and  purchased  a 
tract  of  heavily  timbered  land  in  Thompson  Town- 
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slap,  upon  which  he  built  a  log  cabin.  There  the 
family  lived  in  true  frontier  style,  and,  while  the 
father  worked  in  the  fields,  the  mother  spun  and 
wove  the  cloth  used  in  making  her  children’s  gar¬ 
ments.  It  was  in  1844  that  they  left  that  home, 
and  with  their  four  children  started  with  a  team 
to  Winnebago  County,  where  they  arrived  seven¬ 
teen  days  later.  Mr.  Cummings  purchased  land  in 
Guilford  Township,  a  tract  of  wild  prairie  land, 
and  again  the  family  experienced  the  hardships 
and  privations  of  pioneer  life.  lie  there  made  liis 
home  until  his  death,  in  January,  18G6.  His  wife, 
who  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Rebecca  Col  tain , 
wasa  native  of  Lincolnshire,  England,  and  a  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Vincent  Ooltam. 

Air.  Cummings,  of  this  sketch,  has  long  been  a 
resident  of  Winnebago  County,  whither  be  came 
with  hia  father  when  a  lad  of  twelve  years.  lie 
aided  in  the  farm  work,  and  remained  at  homo 
until  1853,  when  he  spent  one  year  in  Ohio.  In 
1854,  he  went  to  Iowa,  but  after  a  few  months  re¬ 
turned  to  this  State,  and  in  1856  again  went  to 
Iowa,  catering  a  tract  of  Government  land  in 
Floyd  Township,  but  did  not  make  a  permanent 
location  there.  He  afterwards  exchanged  that  farm  j 
for  his  present  home,  upon  which  he  has  resided 
since  his  marriage. 

On  the  28th  of  October,  1858,  Air.  Cummings 
wedded  Anna  Butler,  a  native  of  Franklin  Town¬ 
ship,  Lycoming  County,  Pa.  Her  father  was  born  I 
in  the  North  of  Ireland,  and  was  a  son  of  John  and  | 
Elizabeth  (Bradley)  Butler,  who  were  natives  of 
the  Emerald  Isle,  and  of  Scotch  descent.  With  his 
parents,  lie  came,  to  America  when  five  years  of 
age,  and  was  reared  and  married  in  Pennsylvania, 
wedding  Hannah  Farr,  a  native  of  the  Keystone 
State,  as  were  her  parents,  William  and  Anna 
(Smith)  Farr.  They  were  of  English  lineage,  and 
both  the  paternal  and  maternal  grandfathers,  Wil¬ 
liam  Farr  and  George.  Smith,  were  Revolutionary 
soldiers.  Air.  Butler  served  in  the  War  of  18l2i 
and  in  1851  came  to  Illinois,  locating  in  Rockford 
Township,  Winnebago  County.  He  bought  a  farm 
upon  which  lie  resided  until  ins  death,  four  years 
later. 

Four  children  have  been  horn  unto  Air.  and 
Airs.  Cummings:  Lillian,  now  the  wife  of  Charles 


Fitts;  Alary  E.,  wife  of  Fid  win  Gorham;  Abigail, 
wife  of  Elmer  Knoud,  and  Butler  N.,  who  married 
Ella  Elliott.  The  parents  attend  the  Christian 
Union  Church,  of  Rockford,  and  are  worthy  Chris¬ 
tian  people,  possessed  of  many  excellencies  of  char¬ 
acter.  In  politics,  Mr,  Cummiugs  is  a  Republican, 
and,  socially,  is  a  member  of  Nevius  Post  No.  1,  G. 
A.  R,  During  the  late  war,  he  manifested  his  loy¬ 
alty  to  the  Union  by  enlisting,  July  28,  1862,  as  a 
member  of  Company  I),  Seventy-fourth  Illinois 
Infantry.  Ho  served  until  the  1st  of  January  fol¬ 
lowing,  when,  on  account  of  disability,  he  re¬ 
ceived  his  discharge.  For  two  or  three  years  lie  was 
unable  to  work,  after  which  he  resumed  farming, 
and  has  since  followed  that,  occupation  with  signal 
success. 

'jj^vETER  Al.  NELSON,  a  contractor  and 

j  Jj)  builder  of  masonry  and  brick  work,  who 
v§§.  has  made  his  home  in  Rockford  since  1874, 

ii\  is  another  of  the  worthy  citizens  that  Savc- 
den  has  furnished  to  Winnebago  County.  He  was 
horn  in  England,  on  the  12th  of  January,  1852, 
and  Avns  reared  and  educated  in  his  native  coun¬ 
try.  His  father,  Nelso  Peter  Danielson,  died 
in  SAvedon  Avhcn  forty-two  years  of  age.  His  Avife 
is  yet  living  and  is  about  sixty-seven  years  of  age. 
Her  maiden  name  was  Cliesla  HaAvkinson,  and  she 
has  been  a  life-long-  member  of  the  Swedish  Lu¬ 
theran  Church,  toAvhich  her  husband  also  belonged. 
Three  brothers,  Alfred,  John  A.  and  Gust,  have 
joined  our  subject  in  this  country  and  now  live  in 
Rockford.  Alfred  wedded  Christina  Begeholdt,  of 
Sweden;  John  A.  married  Emma  Danielson,  of  the 
same  country;  and  Gust  avus  joined  in  wedlock 
with  Anna  Johnson. 

Our  subject  was  the  first  of  liis  family  to  leave 
his  native  land  and  seek  a  home  in  the  New 
World.  He  crossed  the  Atlantic  from  Sweden 
to  Baltimore,  and  Avent  Westward,  landing  in 
Chicago  on  the  12th  of  Alay,  1872.  For  two 
years  he  resided  in  that  city  and  there  learned  his 
trade  as  a  mason  and  brick  layer.  In  1874,  as  be¬ 
fore  stated,  avo  find  him  a  resident  of  Rockford, 
Avhcre  he  lias  since  been  engaged  in  business.  lie 
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has  met  with  signal  success  iu  his  undertakings  j 
and  has  worked  his  way  upward  from  an  humble  j 
position  to  one  of  affluence.  He  is  mnv  enjoying  a  ! 
liberal  patronage,  and  has  bellied  build  some  two  j 
hundred  and  forty-seven  of  the  good  homes  and  , 
public  buildings  of  the  city,  and  is  the  owner  ^ 
of  some  valuable  property,  including  u  brick  and 
stone  block  at  No.  10a  Seventh  Street,  together 
with  Ids.  residence  at  No.  107  Sixth  Street. 

In  this  city  Mr.  Nelson  led  to  the  marriage  al¬ 
tar  Miss  Selma  Harding,  who  was  born  in  Sweden 
in  1803,  and  came  to  the  United  States  when  a 
child  of  only  three  years  with  her  parents,  who 
took  up  their  residence  in  Rockford  and  have 
since  made  their  home  in  this  city.  The  'death  of 
Mrs.  Nelson  occurred  o',  the  20th  of  dune,  185)1. 
She  left  three  children  to  mourn  her  loss;  Herbert 
A.,  Elmer  L.  and  Verna  A. 

Mr.  Nelson  holds  membership  with  the  Lu¬ 
theran  Church,  as  did  also  his  wife.  In  polities, 
he  as  a  supporter  of  Republican  principles  but  lias 
never  sought  or  desired  political  preferment  for 
himself,  as  his  time  and  attention  have  been 
wholly  taken  up  with  his  business,  iu  which  ho 
lias  met  with  signal  success.  lie  is  public-spirited 
and  progressive,  manifesting  a  commendable  in¬ 
terest  in  all  that  pertains  to  the  welfare  of  the  city, 
and  is  regarded  by  his  fellow-townsmen  as  a  man 
of  sterling  worth.  lie  ranks  high  in  busmens  cir¬ 
cles  and  is  well  known  throughout  this  commun¬ 
ity,  where  he  has  made  his  home  for  eighteen  con¬ 
secutive  years. 

e II ARREST.  SPACEMAN,  mm  of  the  prom¬ 
inent  citizens  of  Belvidero,  claims  Illinois 
^  ^  as  the  Stale  of  his  nativity.  He  was  lmru 
December  28,  18 12,  ami  is  a  son  of  William  Spark¬ 
man.  The  grandfather,  (leorge  Sparkman,  was  a 
native  of  England,  and  became  a  baptist  preacher, 
lie  came  to  America  in  182(1,  and,  after  a  year 
spent  in  New  York,  removed  to  Canada,  locating 
four  miles  from  St,  Thomas,  at  what  is  now  known 
as  the  Five  Stakes.  He  erected  a  commodious 
house  and  opened  a  tavern.  He  also  engaged  iu 
fanning,  and  on  Sunday  tilled  a  neighboring  pul¬ 


pit,  At  Five  Slakes  lie  resided  until  his  death, 
which  occurred  at  the  advanced  age  of  one  hun¬ 
dred  and  three  years,  while  his  wife  reached  the 
age,  of  ninety-seven.  They  had  a  family  of  six 
sons  amt  live  daughters. 

William  Spademan  was  a  lad  of  twelve  years 
when  lm  came  to  America  with  his  parents.  He 
remained  on  the  old  homo  farm  until  1837,  when 
ho  emigrated  to  Illinois  and  cast  in  his  lot  with 
the  pioneer  settlers  of  Ogle  Conn  ly.  He  was  a  car- 
pen  ter  by  trade  and  erected  tlm  first  building 
which  could  properly  be  called  a  store  in  Rockford. 
He  was  a  member  of  the  vigilance  committee 
which  was  organized  for  protection  against  horse 
thieves  and  banditti  of  the  prairie  and  is  said  to 
be  one  of  the  eleven  men  who  shot  the.  Dri nails. 
He  was  one  of  those  arrested  and  held  for  trial, 
!mt  the.  vigilantees  visited  the  judge  iu  large  num¬ 
bers  and  secured  their  release,  Mr.  Spademan  se¬ 
cured  a  tract  of  land  in  Marion  Township,  a  short 
distance  from  Byron,  and  there  resided  until  1852, 
when  he  came  to  Boone  County,  and  purchased 
the  Blood  farm  iu  Spring  Township,  engaging  in 
agricultural  pursuits  at  that  place  until  1861,  when 
he  enlisted  in  Company  F,  Forty-fifth  Illinois  In¬ 
fantry,  and  participated  in  the  battles  of  Ft. 
Donelson,  Shiloh,  Vicksburg  and  many  others, 
lie  was  afterwards  taken  sick,  transferred  to  the 
invalid  corps,  and  went  to  Washington  with  C  ol. 
Boyd.  Although  using  his  crutch,  he  went  out 
from  there  and  fought  Early’s  troops  in  Virginia. 
He  served  three  years  and  three  months,  after 
which  he  was  honorably  discharged  and  returned 
home.  He  continued  to  reside  in  this  county  un¬ 
til  1872,  when  lie  went  to  Arkansas,  and  bought 
a  nlantation  at  (Band  Luke,  engaging  in  agricul¬ 
tural  pursuits  until  his  death,  in  1880.  He  wed¬ 
ded  Mary  Smith,  daughter  of  John  Smith,  one  of 
t)u>  pioneers  of  Michigan,  She  now  resides  with 
her  children  in  Arizona.  The  family  number  the 
following  children:  Charles  T.,  Mary  A.,  Pbila, 
Emma,  Hattie  and  William. 

The  early  educational  advantages  which  our 
subject  received  were  those  afforded  by  the  com¬ 
mon  schools.  He  afterwards  attended  school  in 
Bclvidcrc,  and  in  18(1(1  and  18(57  was  a  student  in 
the  Stale  University  at  Aim  Arbor,  Mich.  On  his 
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return  home  he  resumed  farming,  which  he  followed 
until  1871,  when  ho  began  the  study  of  law  with 
().  II.  Wright.  lie  studied  one  year  and  then  again 
engaged  in  fanning  until  1873.  Having  been  ad¬ 
mitted  to  the  Bar,  ho  commenced  practice  in  that 
year  and  is  now  numbered  among  he  prominent 
attorneys  of  Beividere, 

In  1872,  Mr.  S  pack  man  wedded  Miss  Eliza 
Roach,  who  was  born  near  Marietta,  Ohio,  and  is  a 
daughter  of  John  and  Sarah  Roach.  They  have 
ten  children  and  the  family  circle  yet  remains  un¬ 
broken.  In  order  of  birth  they  are  as  follows: 
Charles,  Hattie,  Emma,  Bessie,  Frank,  William,  ’ 
Vina,  Daisy,  (I race  and  John. 

In  politics,  Mr.  Spademan  is  an  ardent  Republi¬ 
can  and  has  frequently  served  as  delegate  to  the 
county,  district  and  State  conventions.  [R.  was 
a  charter  member  of  T.  O,  Lawler  ('amp,  <  f  which 
he  )S  now  Captain,  was  one  of  the  organizers  of 
Boone  Camp  No.  52,  M.  W.  A.,  is  a  member  of  the 
Royal  Arcanum,  Knights  of  Pythias,  and  of  Bei¬ 
videre  Lodge  No.  513,  National  Union.  Ilis  wife 
is  State  President  of  the  L.  A.  S.  of  S.  of  V.  of 
Illinois.  Mr.  S packman  was  elected  Police  Magis¬ 
trate  in  1885  and  served  eon timunisly  until  1890,  ] 
when  he  was  elected  Justice  of  the  Peace  and  now 
holds  that  cilice.  lie  is  an  able  lawyer  and  his 
merit  h'as  won  him  high  rank  at  the  Bar  of  Boone 
County. 


G) FORCE  W.  REEVES,  deceased,  is  num- 
7  bored  among  the  early  settlers  of  Rockford, 

_ I  and  for  many  years  was  one  of  its  leading 

citizens.  He  was  born  in  Gloucestershire,  England, 
October  .15,  1800,  and  was  descended  from  an  old 
English  family  which  had  resided  in  that  country 
since  the  days  of  William  the  Conqueror.  His 
parents  lived  and  died  in  Gloucestershire,  where 
they  were  highly  respected  residents  and  prominent 
Episcopalians. 

Under  the  parental  roof  our  subject  was  reared 
to  manhood  and  in  his  native  county  learned  the 
trade  of  a  carriage-maker  which  he  followed  for 
twenty  years  in  England,  becoming  an  ellieientand  I 
skilled  mechanic,  and  throughout  his  life  the  char-  j 
35 


acler  of  his  work  justified  the  complimentary 
words  passed  upon  it.  Ere  leaving  his  native  laud, 
ho  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Elizabeth 
Reeves,  who  was  bom  and  reared  in  Gloucester¬ 
shire,  but,  though  of  the  same  name,  was  not  of  the 
same  family  as  her  husband.  After  the  birth  of 
three  children,  they  left  their  old  home  and  took 
passage  upon  a  sailing-vessel  at  Liverpool,  in  the 
summer  of  1851.  At  length  they  landed  at  New 
York  City,  whence  they  came  directly  to  Rockford. 

Two  of  the  children  have  since  died.  Mary  A., 
the  eldest,  became  the  wife  of  George  Reeves,  now 
a  resident  of  California,  and  died  leaving  two 
children :  Charles  E.,  who  married  Miss  Cora  Moore 
and  now  resides  in  Pomona,  Cal.;  and  Clara  A., 
wife  of  1).  N.  Rurrctt,  also  of  Pomona.  Another 
child,  Frank  K..  is  deceased.  George  C.,  the  only 
son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Reeves,  died  in  middle  life, 
lie  married  Myra  B.  Weldon,  who  is  also  deceased. 
They  wore  the  parents  of  one  daughter,  Daisy  C., 
now  a  student  in  the  Normal  of  Los  Angeles,  Cal. 
FanjF  M.,  the  only  surviving  child  of  Mr.  and 
Mr,  wes,  is  the  widow  of  Rev.  John  II.  Reeves, 
who  died  in  1885.  He  was  a  Methodist  clergyman, 
belonging  to  the  Rock  River  Conference,  and  his 
consistent  Christian  life  endeared  him  to  all  his 
acquaintances.  Ilis  widow  now  resides  with  her 
mother  and  is  a  most  estimable  Christian  lady 
whose  life  is  devoted  to  the  work  of  the  Master. 
She  is  especially  interested  in  missions  and  is  the 
Corresponding  Secretary  of  the  Women’s  Foreign 
Missionary  Society  in  the  Methodist  Church  of 
the  Rockford  district. 

On  coming  to  Rockford,  our  subject  established 
a  blacksmith  and  wagon  and  carriage  making  shop, 
and  for  some  years  the  firm  of  Reeves  y  Oo.,  his 
son-in-law,  George  Reeves,  being  Ids  partner,  did 
an  extensive  and  successful  business,  located  on 
West  Slate  Street.  Their  constantly  increasing 
trade  caused  them  to  give  employment  to  a  num¬ 
ber  of  men,  and  in  the  pursuit  of  business  Mr. 
Reeves  acquired  a  good  competence,  which  enabled 
him  to  spend  his  last  years  in  retirement.  Soon 
after  coming  to  Rockford,  he  purchased  the  lot  on 
which  he  built  his  home  and  there  resided  until  his 
death,  which  occurred  October  22,  1.887,  He  bad 
been  a  resident  of  Rockford  for  move  than  thirty- 
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six  years,  during-  which  time  ho  had  proved  his 
worth  as  a  citizen,  a  straight  forward  business  man 
and  honorable  gentleman.  Ilis  lineaments  are  per- 
petnated  for  coming  generations  by  his  portrait  on 
another  page. 

Mrs.  Reeves  still  survives  her  husband  and  re¬ 
sides  at  their  old  home.  She  is  a  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  her  earnest 
Christian  life  is  worthy  of  emulation.  On  March 
27,  1892,  she  was  seventy-nine  years  of  age,  but 
her  yeats  rest  lightly  upon  her  and  her  hair  is 
hardly  streaked  with  silver. 


bVMAN  TAYLOR,  who  resides  on  section  28, 
i  Harlem  Township,  is  numbered  among  the 
early  settlers  of  Winnebago  County,  of 
1840, "an  d  during  the  half-century  which  has  since 
passed  has  been  prominently  identified  with  its 
upbuilding  and  advancement.  He  was  born  in 
Middlefield,  Hampshire  County,  Mass.,  October  21, 
1821.  Tradition  says  that  William  Taylor,  his 
grandfather,  was  born  in  Scotland  and  came  to 
America  as  a  soldier  during  the  Revolutionary 
War.  He  settled  on  a  farm  in  the  town  of  Middle- 
field,  where  he  spent  the  remainder  of  his  days. 
His  wife  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Priscilla  Love¬ 
land. 

Asa  Taylor,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  also 
a  native  of  the  Bay  State,  born  August  26,  1797. 
lie  was  reared  upon  a  farm  and  followed  that  oc¬ 
cupation  in  the  town  of  Middlefield  until  about 
1840,  when  he  emigrated  Westward  and  settled  in 
Harlem  Township,  Winnebago  County,  Ill.,  where 
his  remaining  years  were  passed;  lie  departed  this 
life  in  1847,  His  wife,  Lovisa  Taylor,  was  born 
in  Washington, Berkshire  County, Mass.,  November 
19,  1799.  and  was  a  daughter  of  Amos  and  Louisa 
(Bills)  Haskin,  who  are  mentioned  in  the  sketch  of 
Charles  Ilaskiu  on  another  page  of  this  work.  Mrs. 
Taylor  died  February  7,  1881.  Both  parents  were 
members  of  the  Methodist  Church.  Their  family 
numbered  five  children:  Lyman,  Harriet,  Henry  1\, 
Mary  and  Josephine. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  spent  the  days  of  his 
boyhood  and  youth  in  his  native  State,  there  resid¬ 


ing  until  October,  1810,  wlmn  ho  came  with  his 
father  to  Illinois,  making  the  journey  by  team  to 
Albany,  thence  by  the  Erie  Canal  to  Buffalo, 
and  on  by  the  Lakes  to  Chicago,  where  lie  again 
procured  a  team  ami  proceeded  to  Winnebago 
County.  The  journey  consumed  nearly  a  month. 
During  the  same  autumn,  Mr.  Taylor  purchased  a 
tract  of  land  on  section  -/9,  Havlem  Township. 
About  twenty  acres  had  been  broken  but  there, 
was  not  a  building  there  or  any  other  improve¬ 
ments.  Mr.  Taylor  built  a  small  frame  house,  do¬ 
ing  most  of  the  carpenter  work  himself;  this  was 
one  of  the  first  frame  houses  in  the  place.  He  then 
began  life  in  earnest,  and  although  he.  came  to  the 
I  county  empty-handed,  by  his  industrious  efforts  he 
gained  a  comfortable  competence.  He  lmd  to  hear 
all  the  hardships  and  trials  of  pioneer  life,  but  lie 
'  overcame  these  and  steadily  worked  his  way  up- 
!  ward, 

.  1841,  our  subject  married  Elizabeth  Bowman, 

L  who  was  born  in  Aberdeenshire,  Scotland,  April 
,  27,  1824,  and  is  a  daughter  of  James  and  Ann 

s  (Steven)  Bowman,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of 
>  Scotland.  They  came  to  America  in  1836,  aeeom- 
,,  pan ied  by  six  of  their  seven  children,  and  after  a 

voyage  of  seven  weeks  landed  at  Quebec,  whence 
they  went  to  Huron  County,  Ohio,  where  the  death 
of  Mr.  Bowman  occurred  in  the  fall  of  the  same 
year.  His  widow  continued  to  make  her  home  in 
that  locality  until  1812,  when  she  came  by  way  of 
the  Lakes  to  Illinois.  She  found  Rockford  to  he  a 
!-  I  mere  hamlet  and  the  .surrounding  country  but 
t  1  sparsely  settled.  In  this  county  she  made  bel¬ 
li  |  home  until  her  death.  The  Bowman  family  muu- 
o  '  bored  seven  children:  Alexander,  George,  Ann, 
.s  John,  Elizabeth,  Mary  and  James.  Unto  Mr.  and 

n  i  Mrs.  Taylor  have  been  bom  live  children:  Andrew, 

■r  1  Oliver,  Louisa  A.,  James,  and  one  who  died  in  in- 
;a  fancy. 

if  ‘  The  parents  are  both  members  of  the  Harlem 
s.  Methodist  Church,  and  in  this  community  where 
-e  they  have  so  long  made  their  home  have  a  wide 
,y  acquaintance  and  many  friends.  In  politics,  Mr. 

Taylor  is  a  Republican,  having  supported  that 
:  party  since  its  organization.  He  sold  his  first  farm 
is  in  1872  and  purchased  that  upon  which  he  now 
1-  ■  resides  on  section  28,  Harlem  Township,  lb' 
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erected  a  good  set  of  farm  buildings  and  made 
Ollier  improvements  of  bolli  a  useful  and  orna¬ 
mental  character.  His  fields  are  well  tilled  and 
the  neat  appearance,  of  the  place  indicates  the 
thrift  and  enterprise  of  the.  owner,  Mr.  Taylor  is 
a  leading  farmer,  a  valued  citizen  and  an  honored 
pioneer,  who  well  deserves  representation  in  this 
volume. 

1111.11*  W.  MAK.SH,  one  of  tlic  prominent 

residents  of  Rockford,  was  born  in  New 
Milford,  Litchfield  County,  Conn.,  Deeem- 
1  her  22,  1815.  His  father,  Bradley  Marsh, 
was  also  a  native  of  that  place,  as  was  his  father, 
Samuel  Marsh.  The  latter-named  gentleman  was 
of  English  ancestry  and  a  farmer  by  occupation, 
spending  his  entire  life  in  New  Milford. 

Bradley  Marsh  was  reared  on  the  home  farm, 
where  he  followed  agricultural  pursuits.  Ilis 
daughter,  Betsey  A.,  who  married  Moodv  J. 
Ilowes,  now  owns  and  occupies  the  (  Id  place.  The 
maiden  name  of  the  mother  of  our  subject  was 
Sally  Wells;  she  was  also  born  in  New  Milford, 
Conn.,  and  was  a  daughter  of  Philip  and  Elizabeth 
Wells.  The  parental  family  of  our  subject  in¬ 
cluded  live  children:  Eliza  I,.,  Orin  B.,  Betsey  A., 
Philip  and  Sophia. 

Our  subject  went  to  school  in  his  native  town 
and  resided  with  his  parents  until  reaching  his  six¬ 
teenth  year,  when  he  made  his  home  with  his  sister 
Eliza  at  New  llaven.  He  there  learned  the  trade 
of  a  joiner  but  followed  that  occupation  but  a 
short  time,  lie  assisted  in  making  tire  survey  for 
the  Ilousatonie  Valley  Railroad  and  after  the  road 
was  completed  from  Bridgeport  to  New  Canaan, 
our  subject  acted  as  conductor  on  the  road  for  four 
months. 

In  1815,  Mr.  Marsh  came  to  Illinois  via  the  rail¬ 
road  to  Albany,  then  by  way  of  the  canal  to  Buf¬ 
falo,  where  he  embarked  on  the  steamer  which 
conveyed  him  to  Chicago,  lie  there  met  a  farmer, 
who  was  in  the  city  to  dispose  of  his  grain,  and 
bargained  with  him  to  lake  him  to  Kishwaukee,  a 
village  located  at  the  mouth,  of  the  Kishwaukee 
Creek  in  Winnebago  County.  At  that  time,  this 


section  of  tlic  country  was  very  sparsely  settled, 
deer,  bears  and  other  wild  animals  roaming  at  will 
over  the  country,  and  most  of  the  land  was  in 
the  possession  of  the.  Government.  Mr.  Marsh 
started  in  the  mercantile  business  at  Kishwaukee, 
and  after  remaining  there  a  twelvemonth  disposed 
of  his  store  and  removed  to  New'  Milford,  Conn. 
In  1851,  lie  returned  to  Winnebago  County  and 
for  two  months  was  engaged  as  clerk  in  a  general 
store.  At  the  expiration  of  that  time,  he  pur¬ 
chased  a  farm  in  what  is  now  New  Milford  Town¬ 
ship,  and  at  the  organization  of  the  same,  our  sub¬ 
ject,  in  company  with  Horace  Miller  and  a  Mr. 
Moore,  was  appointed  a  committee  to  select  a 
name  for  the  township,  and  it  was  thus  named 
Now  Milford  in  honor  of  the  old  home  of  Mr. 
Marsh. 

The  original  of  this  sketch  continued  to  cul¬ 
tivate  the  soil  until  1883,  at  which  time  he  traded 
liis  farm  for  property  on  Charles  Street,  Rockford, 
which  lie  has  lately  platted  into  city  lots,  lie  was 
married,  December  22,  1845,  to  Nancy  E.  Miller, 
who  was  horn  in  Livingston  County,  N.  Y.,  and 
who  was  the  daughter  of  the  lion.  Horace  and 
Hannah  (Clark)  Miller.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Marsh 
have  been  horn  three  children,  namely:  Philip, 
Arthur  A.  Clarence  and  Frank  M.  Mrs.  Marsh  is 
a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and 
in  his  political  views,  our  subject,  in  early  life  a 
Whig,  easting  his  tirst  vote  for  Gen.  Harrison  in 
1840,  now  votes  the  straight  Republican  tided. 
He  lias  boon  the  recipient  of  various  township 
oiliees  within  the  gift  of  the  people,  the  duties  of 
which  lie  has  performed  in  a  most  satisfactory  and 
creditable  manner. 

?  . "W 

SIDNIW  LUFKIN,  whose  life  has  been  an 
active  one,  and  who  has  by  his  own  indus¬ 
try  and  intelligent  management  secured  a 
substantial  footing  among  the  citizens  of 
this  community,  was  horn  in  North  Yarmouth, 
Me.,  in  1821.  Ilis  parents,  Jacob  B.  and  Elizabeth 
(Luddon)  Lufkin,  were  natives  of  (’ape  Ann, 
Mass.,  and  Maine,  respectively,  the  father  horn  in 
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May,  1778.  They  were  the  parents  of  eleven 
children,  two  of  whom  died  young',  and  of  the 
nine  who  grew  to  adult  years  our  subject  wars  the 
youngest. 

The  paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject,  Na¬ 
thaniel  Lufkin,  was  born  in  Cumberland,  Me.,  Sep¬ 
tember*!,  1701,  and  the  maternal  great-grandfather, 
Nathaniel  Luddon,  was  a  Revolutionary  soldier. 
He  was  one  of  the  minute  men  before  the  war  and 
was  among  those  who  threw  the  tea  into  the  At¬ 
lantic  Ocean.  He  was  very  powerfully  built, 
weighed  two  hundred  pounds,  and  was  six  feet 
two  inches  in  height.  lie  died  at  his  son’s  home 
in  Maine  when  eighty-three  years  of  age,  his  death 
having  occurred  in  Pownal. 

Our  subject  was  reared  to  farm  life  and  con¬ 
tinued  to  cultivate  the  soil  on  his  father’s  farm 
until  seventeen  years  of  age,  when  he  went  to  sea 
on  a  merchantman  from  Portland  and  Boston, 
first  on  the  bark  “Ontario,”  going  to  the  West 
Indies  under  Capt.  Hambleton,  and  next  on  the 
“Henry  Leeds,”  with  Capt,  Humphrey,  to  Havana, 
Cuba.  He  was  on  the  ocean  five  years,  and  from 
before  the  mast  at  816  per  month,  he  was  finally 
made  second  mate  with  a  salary  of  $25  per  month. 
He  had  a  good  common-school  education  and  had 
kept  his  wages  from  the  time  he  was  seventeen  years 
of  age.  He  was  married  in  Beloit,  when  twenty- 
eight  years  of  age,  to  Miss  Mary  A.  Bam  let,  of 
England,  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Alice  Baudot. 

Mr.  Lufkin  came  West  in  the  year  1811,  coining 
from  New  Orleans  on  the  Mississippi  Uhcr.and 
he  soon  after  settled  in  Manchester  Township  on 
a  quarter-section,  with  his  brother,  David  T.,  oc¬ 
cupying  an  adjoining  farm.  They  built  a  saw- 


lias  four  children;  Elmer  E.,a  farmer  of  Wyoming 
is  married;  Alice  May,  now  Mrs.  Duncan  MoLeai 
her  husband  a  farmer  on  tlie  old  homestead;  Jes> 
W.  is  a  carpenter  in  California;  Edward  A. 
married  and  resides  in  Beloit,  Wis.;  and  Williai 
W.  is  a  teacher  in  Wyoming.  The  mother  t 
these  children  passed  away  on  the  2d  of  Marel 
1887,  when  sixty  years  of  age. 

Mr.  Lufkin  formerly  owned  three  hundred  an 
ninety  acres  of  land, hut  ho  recently  so||l  one  hm 
drod  and  seventy  acres.  He  is  very  successful  i 
all  his  farming  operations  and,  in  connection  wit 
this,  also  engages  in  stock-raising  to  some  exten 
IIo  raises  cattle,  horses,  iiogs  and  a  good  grad 
of  sheep,  and  everything  about  his  place  indicate 
a  thrifty  and  progressive  owner.  Socially,  he  is 
Master  Mason,  but  in  religion  is  a  freethinker  am 
a  member  of  no  church.  He  has  been  School  Trie 
tee  and  a  member  of  the  Committee  on  Highways 
In  1860,  our  subject  was  a  Douglas  Democrat  am 
a  strong  adherent  and  supporter  of  Peter  Coopei 
and  still  adheres  to  those  principles. 


,/T^'  EORGE  G,  WHEELER,  This  gentlcmai 
i;  owns  and  occupies  a  valuable  estate  ii 
V_Jj  Flora  Township,  Boone  County,  and  1 
numbered  among  the  enterprising  and  progressivi 
agriculturists  of  his  community,  lie  was  lion 
August  10,  1862,  in  Portland,  Chautauqua  County 
N.  Y.,  and  is  the  son  of  Lyman  Wheeler,  who  \v:r 
horn  in  Westmoreland,  N.  11.,  in  which  Stall 
Aaron  Wheeler,  the  grandfather  of  our  subject, 
died. 


mill  soon  after  and  conducted  this  until  181>i  or 
1850,  when  our  subject  was  taken  with  the  gold 
fever  and  went  to  California.  During  the  ten 
years  he  remaiued  in  that  State,  lie  made  a  great 
deal  but  also  lost  heavily,  so  that  when  he  re¬ 
turned  he  brought  hack  little  more  than  lie  started 
out  with,  save  experience.  During  the  Indian 
outbreak  in  1851-55  in  California,  oar  subject 
raised  a  company  of  sixty  men  and  was  crewed 
for  about  three  months  subjugating  the  redskins.  ' 
Our  subject’s  union  was  blessed  by  the  birth  of  ! 
the  following  children:  George  W.  is  married  and  ! 


|  Lyman  Wheeler  removed  to  New  York  Stall 
when  a  young  man,  and  was  married  in  Hoosie 
soon  after  which  event  lie  went  to  Chautauqua 
Comity,  and  located  in  Portland  Township,  when 
he  was  engaged  in  cultivating  the  soil  until  1812, 
Mr.  Wheeler  then  became  a  resident  of  Cattaraugus 
County,  and  later  came  to  Illinois  in  company 
with  his  wife,  four  children  and  his  brother  Adam 
and  family.  The  brothers  each  possessed  a  team 
of  horses  and  wagon,  in  which  they  made  the  jour¬ 
ney  West,  and  in  Michigan  traded  the  horses  for 
two  yoke  of  oxen  and  bought  a  third  pair. 
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Oil  locating  in  tills  .State,  Mr.  Wheeler  went  to 
Roscoe,  Winnebago  County,  ami  there  operated  a 
sawmill  and  farm  for  one  year  and  at  the  end  of 
that  time  came  to  Bclviderc.  Ho  resided  in  the 
village  for  one  and  one-half  years,  then,  entering  a 
tract  of  land  in  Spring  Township,  creeled  a  frame 
house  and  at  once  commenced  the  work  of  improv¬ 
ing  his  purchase.  He  resided  there  for  seven 
years,  when  he  moved  to  the  place  which  our  sub¬ 
ject  now  occupies  and  where  his  death  occurred, 
November  29,  1872. 

Sabra  Wright,  our  subject’s  mother,  was  the 
daughter  of  PJiineas  and  Asenath  (Burnham) 
Wright  and  was  horn  in  Chester,  Vt.  She  reared 
a  family  of  four  children  and  departed  this  life 
on  the  8 1st  of  May,  1887,  The  sisters  of  our  sub¬ 
ject  were  Sarah,  who  died  April  17,  1891;  Susan 
S.  and  Calista  A.  He  of  whom  wo  write  was  the 
only  son  of  his  parents  and  was  nine  years  of  age 
when  he  accompanied  them  on  their  removal  to 
Illinois,  lie  attended  the  pioneer  schools  of  Belvi- 
dore,  wide!)  were  conducted  on  the  subscription 
plan.  He  commenced  when  very  young  to  assist 
his  father  in  carrying  on  the  farm  and  resided  at 
home  until  the  decease  of  his  parents. 

In  1862,  Mr.  Wheeler  and  Miss  Helen  M.  Foster, 
who  was  horn  in  Warsaw,  Wyoming  County,  N,  Y., 
were  united  in  marriage.  She  was  the  daughter  of 
Silas  and 'Fannie  (Smith)  Foster,  her  father  dying 
in  18  Hi,  in  New  \ork,  which  was  his  native  State. 
The  grandfather  of  Mrs.  Wheeler,  Luther  Foster’ 
was  horn  in  Southampton,  L.  1.,  in  1770,  and,  re¬ 
moving  from  there  to  Montague,  N.  J.,  resided  for 
a  time,  and  in  1828  became  a  resident  of  Warsaw, 

N.  Y.,  where  his  decease  occurred.  The  maiden 
name  of  his  wife  was  Ruth  Hedges,  She  was  also 
a  native  of  Southampton,  who  departed  this  life 
in  I860,  at  the  advanced  age  of  ninety-four  years. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wheeler  have  three  children  liv¬ 
ing)  Arthur  F.,  Charles  (),  and  llettie  (trace. 
George  B.  died  in  infancy  and  Rohie  B.  when  tliir- 
leen  years  of  age.  The  maternal  grandfather  of 
our  subject,  Phi turns  Wright,  was  born  in  Hinsdale, 

N.  II..  .January  1,  1779,  and  in  early  life  moved  to 
(  lies ter,  V  t.,  and  from  there  to  lloosie,  Rensselaer 
County,  N.  Y.,  where  he  was  engaged  in  the  manu- 
faetu t‘o  of  slate  roofing,  lie  later  removed  to  a 
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farm  in  Sand  Lake,  where  lip- died  when  ninety- 
one  years  old.  lie  had  been  twice  married,  and 
was  the  father  of  twenty-six  children,  all  of  whom 
were  living,  with  Hie  exception  of  three,  at  the 
time  of  his  death. 


G'jIDKON  IIOLLKM,  of  the  firm  of  Ilollem 
/  grocery  men,  whose  business  quarters 
i  are  located  at.  No.  504  East  State  Street, 
witli  a  branch  store  at  the  corner  of  Seventh  Street 
and  hourteenth  Avenue,  is  an  energetic  business 
man  and  abundantly  worthy  of  the  large  measure 
of  success  achieved.  This  business  was  first  started 
under  the  firm  name  of  Ilollem  Bros.  A  Co.,  but 
later,  in  1888,  it  became  known  ns  Ilollem  Bros., 
and  this  has  since  continued  to  lie  its  title.  The 
individual  members  of  this  firm  are  Albert  and 
Gideon  Ilollem,  and  a  younger  brother,  Elmer, 
manages  the  Fourteenth  Avenue  store,  which  was 
started  in  1892.  He  is  a  bright,  capable  young 
felloAv  and  full  of  push  and  energy.  Ilollem  Bros. 

(  ®iavt'  l)('en  ai  their  present  location  since  1883. 

I  they  have  by  their  fair  and  honest  dealing  built 
up  an  extensive  trade.  They  carry  on  their  affairs 
on  the  soundest  business  principles,  and  their  re¬ 
cord  lends  to  these  pages  and  Rockford  credit  and 
standing. 

When  eighteen  years  of  age,  Gideon  Ilollem  be¬ 
gan  clerking  for  the  Globe  Tea  Company,  and  four 
years  later  became  a  partner,  lie  was  born  in 
Rockford,  on  the  1st  of  August,  1860,  and  he  was 
carefully  reared  by  good  parents,  and  educated  in 
the  city  schools,  lie  was  the  third  in  order  of 
birth  of  five  children,  three  sons  and  two  daugh¬ 
ters,  horn  to  his  parents,  Andrew  and  ( Lisburn 
Ilollem,  (b  or  further  particulars  of  parents  see 
sketch  of  Albert  Ilollem.) 

Gideon  IToIlem  was  married,  in  Rockford,  to 
Miss  Lizzie  Flannery,  who  was  bong  reared  and 
educated  in  this  city,  and  who  is  of  Irish  parent¬ 
age.  Her  father,  Martin  Flannery,  died  in  Rook- 
ford  when  hut  little  past  middle  age,  and  left  his 
widow  with  a  comfortable  competence.  The  latter 
is  now  residing  at  No.  502  .South  Fourth  Street, 
and  is  well  along  in  years. 
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Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ilolleni  have  a  pleasant  and  com¬ 
fortable  homo  at  No.  !()[>  Lon-wood  Street  and 
this  is  further  brightened  by  their  little  son  Ed¬ 
ward.  They  are  classed  among  the*  best  citizens 
of  the  city,  and  are  interested  in  all  movements 
that  have  for  their  object  the  development  and 
prosperity  of  their  native  town. 


WW M^LER,  a  prosperous  and  enter- 
jjn $0  Posing  young  farmer,  residing  on  section 
M  '  18,  Cherry  Valley  Township,  Winnebago 

County,  is  the  only  son  of  John  and  Lucy  A.  (Meri- 
thew)  Miller.  His  father  was  a  native  of  Nqw 
Jersey  and  was  of  Herman  descent.  When  a  young 
man  he  removed  with  his  parents  to  Mt.  Morris', 
Livingston  County,  N.  Y.  In  the  family  were 
four  sons  and  four  daughters,  all  of  whom  grew 
to  mature  years.  One  daughter,  Catherine,  who 
married  Samuel  Crowley,  died  in  Tusearora,  N.  Y., 
in  1881,  aged  sixty-four  years. 

John  Miller  died  where  his  son  now  resides,  Octo¬ 
ber  9,  1880,  and  was  sixty  four  years  of  age.  In 
Livingston  County,  February  16,  18 JO,  he  married 
and  then  removed  West  to  Janesville,  Wis.  Two 
years  later  he  came  to  Illinois,  locating  upon  a 
farm  now  occupied  by  our  subject.  He  purchased 
one  bundled  and  five  acres  of  land  from  the  Hov- 
ernment,  and  in  connection  with  farming  followed 
his  trade  of  carpentering.  He  worked  very  hard 
and  his  arduous  labors  at  length  brought '  him  a 
competency.  lie  started  with  nothing,  but  at  his 
death  left  to  his  son  four  hundred  acres  of  valua¬ 
ble  land,  all  in  one  body,  besides  other  property. 
He  and  his  wife  were  both  members  of  the  Method¬ 
ist  Church  of  New  Milford  and  did  all  in  their 
power  for  its  upbuilding  and  advancement.  In 
politics,  Mr.  Miller  was  a  Republican. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  to  man¬ 
hood  under  the  parental  roof,  spending  his  boy¬ 
hood  days  in  the  usual  maimer  of  farmer  lads  On 
the  1st  of  August,  1881,  he  led  to  tic.  marria-e 
altar  .Miss  Jennie  Bartholomew,  daughter  of  Charles 
B.  and  Hester  (Weaver)  Bartholomew.  Her  par¬ 
ents  were  natives  of  England  and  on  emigrating 


to  America  about  1850,  settled  near  Milwaukee, 
Mis.,  whence  they  afterward  came  to  Rockford, 
and  still  later  they  became  residents  of  Mason 
City,  Iowa.  They  had  a  large  family,  hut  three 
sons  and  a  daughter  are  now  deceased. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Miller  have  had  three  children: 
Daisy  died  January  18,  1881,  at  the  age  of  six¬ 
teen  months.  Edna  was  born  December  1,  1888 
and  Jesse  on  the  21th  of  February,  188!)]  The 
family  reside  at  their  pleasant  home,  a  commodious 
and  elegant  residence  situated,  in  the  midst  of 
beautiful  grounds.  Mr.  Miller  has  sold  all  of  his 
farm,  with  the  exception  of  this  and  one  hundred 
acres  of  timber  land.  He  raises  about  fifty  ho-* 
a  year,  but  gives  most  of  his  time  to  the  operation 
of  las  portable  engine.  Though  reared  to  agricul¬ 
tural  pursuits,  his  taste  runs  to  machinery  and  he 
takes  great  pleasure  in  using  the  power  of  steam 
for  threshing,  plowing,  etc.  Helms  proved  how  ex¬ 
tremely  useful  his  machine  is  in  breaking  anion- 
the  grub  oaks,  in  cutting  large  roots  and  in  turnin- 
over  stumps.  When  his  engine  is  not  used  in  this 
way,  he  utilizes  it  for  elevating  ice,  for  threshing, 
or  in  helping  some  manufacturer's  broken  engine. 
He  is  a  practical  mechanic  and  in  the  business  which 
he  now  follows  is  meeting  with  excellent  success. 
Other  than  devoting  his  attention  to  this  line  of 
work,  he  is  living  retired,  for  he  possesses  a  eom- 
potenee  amply  sufficient  for  all  his  wauls,  lie  and 
his  wife  are  held  in  high  esteem  and  rank  high  in 
social  circles. 


ALPII  ROBERTS,  editor  and  proprietor  of 
the  Belvidere  NY arn/anl,  has  published  this 
paper  longer,  probably,  than  any  oilier  ed¬ 
itor  in  the  State  of  Illinois,  lit]  is  a  prom¬ 
inent  and  influential  citizen  of  this  community 
and  well  deserves  representation  in  this  volume. 
He  was  horn  in  East  Hartford,  Conn..  December  1 5, 
1822.  and  belongs  to  the  good  old  Revolutionary 
stock.  Ills  grandfather,  William  Roberts,  served 
in  the  Revolutionary  War  and  was  captured  by  the 
British,  hut  made  his  escape  from  the  old  prison 
slop  in  New  York  harbor  and  swam  ashore.  He 
was  a  cooper  by  trade,  and  spent  his  last  years  in 
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East  Hartford.  lie  married  Abigail  Stanley,  of 
Coventry,  Conn.,  who  after  her  husband’s  death 
received  a  pension.  She  died  at  the  advanced  age 
of  ninety-seven. 

Isaac  Roberts,  father  of  our  subject,  was  born  in 
East  Hartford,  and  learned  the  trade  of  a  hatter. 
For  some  years  lie  was  foreman  in  the  factory  of 
Iloadlcy  &  Clmilcer,  of  Hartford,  after  which  lie 
began  business  for  himself  in  East  Hartford  as  a 
partner  of  Hubbard  Hills,  the  connection  continu¬ 
ing  for  some  time.  lie  married  Anna  Ensign, 
daughter  of  Solomon  Ensign,  and  both  died  at 
their  home  in  East  Hartford. 

Oursubjeet  acquired  his  education  in  (he  schools 
of  his  native  town, and,  at  the  age  of  sixteen,  started 
out  in  life  for  himself,  lie  commenced  to  learn 
the  printer’s  trade  in  the  ollice  of  the  (hntjmja- 
ttonaliat,  in  Hartford,  and  after  a  short  time  went 
to  New  York  City,  where  he  was  employed  in  a 
book  and  job  printing  oilice  until  181,1.  In  that 
year  he  determined  to  try  his  fortune  in  the 
West,  and  emigrated  to  Chicago,  where  he  se¬ 
cured  employment  with  the  11  rm  of  Ellis.tr  Fergus, 
book  and  job  prinU.s,  but  remained  with  them 
only  a  few  months,  when  he  went  to  St.  Louis,  and 
then  to  the  American  Bottoms,  on  the  Illinois  side 
of  the  Mississippi  River,  where  he  engaged  in 
clerking  for  a  time.  His  next  place  of  residence  was 
in  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  where  he  was  employed  i,i  a 
stereotype  foundry  until  the  spring  of  18  If),  when 
he  returned  to  his  old  home  in  Connecticut,  and 
was  again  employed  at  his  trade  in  that  place  until 
1851).  On  again  coming  West,  lie  located  m  Wood- 
stock,  Ill.,  in  1850,  where,  in  company  with  F.  D. 
Austin,  he  established  the  Woodstock  Democrat, 
and  eon  tinned  its  publication  for  a  year,  when  lie 
sold  out  to  his  partner  and  came  to  Belvidere. 
Here  he  established  the  Belvidere  /Standard  in  1851, 
and  has  conducted  the  paper  as  sole  proprietor 
continuously  since. 

After  locating  hero,  in  , September,  1850,  Mr. 
Roberts  was  united  in  marriage  with  Plnebe  L. 
Cowderey,  who  was  born  in  Troy,  N.  Y„  and  is  a 
daughter  of  Asa  and  Laura  Cowderey.  They  have 
had  three  child ren:  Alina,  wife  of  William  Sower, 
now  deceased;  Bertha  E.,  now  (he  wife  of  If.  W. 
Ames,  a  resident  of  Chicago;  and  .Jessie,  at  hom<\ 


In  early  life,  Mr.  Roberts  was  a  Democrat,  but 
was  an  opponent  of  slavery,  and  when  the  Repub¬ 
lican  party  sprang  into  existence  to  prevent  its 
further  extension,  be  was  one  of  the  first  to  espouse 
its  cause  and  was  a  delegate  to  the  first  Illinois 
Stale  Convention  of  that  party.  The  fact  that  lie 
I  has  so  long  published  the  Belvidere  Standard  is 
|  sufficient  evidence  of  its  success.  He  is  a  bright 
and  interesting  •writer  and  liis  paper  is  well  de¬ 
serving  of  the  liberal  patronage  which  it  receives. 

iyp'T.  LBERT  IIOLLEM,  groeeryman,  Rockford, 
mi  Rl*  “The  food  we  eat”  is  a  vitally  im- 
Jf  ^  J  portan t  question,  and  one  which  concerns 
iQyJ  the  health  and  happiness  of  every  man, 
luunan  and  child.  It  is  but  natural  to  suppose 
that  the  best  groceries  are  to  lie  found  in  those 
establishments  which  transact  the  largest  business. 
One  of  the  11  nest  appointed  grocery  stores  in  Rock¬ 
ford  is  that  of  Ilollein  Bros.,  located  at  No.  501 
East  State  Street.  The  business  has  attained  a 
" underfill  degree,  of  success  under  its  present 
management,  and  the  stock  embraces  everything 
in  the  line  of  fancy  groceries,  provisions,  teas, 
coffees,  etc.,  in  fact,  everything  that  is  found  in 
a  lirst-elass  house.  This  business  was  formerly 
under  the  linn  title  of  Ilollein  Bros,  Co.,  known 
as  the  Globe  Tea  Company,  and  was  started  in 
1881.  in  1888,  it  took  its’ present  title. 

Our  subject  is  the  senior,  and  his  brother  the 
junior,  member  of  the  firm,  and  both  are  active 
young  men,  eon  dueling  their  business  on  the  sound¬ 
est  principles  and  carrying  on  an  institution 
worthy  of  being  called  representative.  Both  were 
born,  reared  and  educated  in  Rockford,  where 
they  are  well  and  favorably  known,  and  Albert 
clerked  in  this  city  for  about  eight  years  previous 
to  starling  in  business  for  himself.  These  young 
men  are  interested  in  various  local  enterprises, 
are  public-spirited,  and  are  respected  in  social  and 
commercial  circles. 

Our  subject’s  father,  Andrew  Hollem,  was  a  native 
of  Sweden,  but  came  to  the  United  Slates  and 
Rockford  in  1851.  Since  then,  lie  has  been  promi-  ' 
nently  connected  with  the  growth  and  prosperity 
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of  the  city,  and  has  a  lino  home  at  No.  GOG  Elm 
Street.  He  is  well  thought  of  in  (ho  city  and  is 
now  quite  well  along  in  years.  He  was  married 
in  Kano  County,  Ill.,  to  Miss  Gnstava  Anderson, 
who  was  also  a  native  of  Sweden,  and  came  to  this 
country  when  a  young  woman.  Both  parents  are 
much  respected  and  have  a  wide  circle  of  friends. 
Their  family  consisted  of  live  children,  three  sons 
and  two  daughters:  Paulina,  wife  of  T.  F,  Strom- 
merls,  a  butcher  running  a  meat-market  in  Rook- 
ford;  Albert,  our  subject;  Gideon  married  Miss 
Elizabeth  .Mann cry,  and  is  a  partner  with  Albert; 
Julia,  wife  of  Adolph  Ekstein,  a  druggist  at  Los 
Angeles,  Cal.;  and  Elmer,  who  resides  with  his 
parents  ami  is  running  a  branch  store  for  his 
brothers  at  the  corner  of  Seventh  Street  and  Four¬ 
teenth  Avenue. 

Albert  ITollem  was  married  in  Rockford  to 
Miss  Amanda  Huldt.  a  native  of  Sweden,  who 
came  to  America  when  a  young  girl,  and  who 
was  reared  and  educated  in  this  city  Her 
father,  Charles  M.  Iluldt,  was  a  well-known  and 
very  skillful  machinist  and  mechanic  of  the  Utter 
Manufacturing  Company.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ifol- 
lem  have  been  horn  one  daughter,  Hazel  C.  They 
are  prominent  young  people  of  the  county  and 
have  a  great  many  friends.  .Mr.  Hollem  is  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  Rockford  Lodge  No.  102,  A.  F.  a-  A  M 
and  he  and  his  father  and  brothers  are  stanch  Re¬ 
publicans. 


J  Ohio,  and  entered  the  employ  of  the  Ohio  & 

'  Mississippi  Pail  road  and  was  in'  its  simps  at  Coeh- 

I  ian,  Ind.  At  one  time  he  was  also  engaged  in 
'  manufacturing  street  ears  in  Chicago,  in  company 
1  with  John  Kbbert,  and,  in  connection  with  him 
manufactured  the.  first  dummy  engine  used  on  the 
street  railway  in  Chicago,  which  was  employed  in 
carrying  passengers  to  and  from  the  Stock  Yards. 

In  1847,  Mr.  Barningham  married  Vilelta  A 
Brewer  at  Buffalo,  N.  Y.  She  was  born  in  Milford 
Otsego  County,  N.  Y.(  August  31,  1825.  In  lHl!)’ 
accompanied  by  his  wife,  lie  came  to  Illinois  and 
located  in  Durand  Township,  Winnebago  Countv. 
Eight  children  were  horn  to  them,  six  of  whom; 
I< ranees,  Addison,  Delos,  J.  ]).,  Angcrona  and 
Gager  are  now  living.  His  wife  died  October  5, 
1882,  and  he  survived  her  ten  years,  dying  March 
1  '  2'  110  ,Vfls  Prominent  in  the  developmen  t  of 
the  resources  of  the  country  and  was  one  of  its 
foremost  citizens  until  his  death. 


Jj  OSEPII  BARNINGHAM  was  horn  in  Mars- 
|  den,  Yorkshire,  England,  April  27th,  lHlfi, 
and  served  ns  an  apprentice  to  the  trade  of 
a  machinist  in  his  native  country.  Poor 
anfl  without  friends,  he  came  alone  to  America  in 
!*f, b™''  in  innciline  .shop, 

in  liilTl'mit  places,  lirmlly  secured  a  position  ns  an 
engineer  on  the  Nlw  York  A-  Erie  Railroad. 
La  ,  conung  West,  l,e  Lecame  engineer  „„ 

Gnu  ago  ,fc  Galena  Railroad,  now  the  Chieam,  y 
Northwestern  Railroad,  and  was  soon  given  the 
position  of  Master  Mechanic  of  (ho  shops  at  Free 

port,  where  he  remained  fourteen  years. 

A  Her  ward  Mr.  Barningham  went  to  Ghminnat:.  > 


t  ‘TJ’DmsoX  .1.  BARNINGHAM,  the  eldest 
tFI1  son  of  Joseph  Barningham,  was  horn  .Mareli 
r  |  "  lHr>0'  Gurand  Township,  Winnebago 
('on uty,  where  he  now  owns  and  occupies 
a  fine  farm  on  section  22.  lie  was  reared  to  farm¬ 
ing  pursuits.  I„  187G,  he  purchased  eighty  acres 
of  us  present  farm,  and  three  years  later' added 
forty  acres,  which  now  includes  as  fine  land  as  can 
he  found  in  Durand  Township. 

In  1H7P,  Mr.  Barningham  was  married  to  Miss 
^Hattie  K.,  daughter  of  Wilson  II.  and  Eliza  Cran- 
:  w  published  „n  another  page  of 

Hiiniin"'h!vm  at  her  home  m 
1881  November  21,  1885,  Mr.  Barningham  was 
muted  m  marriage  with  Mattie,  daughter  of  Rich¬ 
ard  and  Matilda  (Tombs)  Snekett.  Sin*  was  horn 
m  Chicago,  July  2,  1864.  They  have  one  son, 
Dewitt  B„  who  was  horn  November  2(1,  188G.  In 
uh  political  relations,  our  subject  votes  for  the  man 
instead  of  the.  party. 

Mr.  Barningham  was  elected  President  of  the 
Durand  Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Company  in  1H«J|. 
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F.&  A.  AL,  and  is  serving  his  ninth  term  as  Secre¬ 
tary  of  that  order.  His  possessions  are  the  result 
of  his  industry  and  good  judgment.  In  his  farm¬ 
ing  pursuits  he  is  conducting  his  affairs  in  themos 
intelligent  and  profitable  manner.  He  occupies  an 
honored  position  in  the  business  and  social  circles 
of  the  community. 

ellARLES  A.  STOCKHU8.  The  gentleman 
whose  portrait  appears  on  the  opposite  page 
has  been  a  stockholder  and  Director  of  the 
Skandia  Plow  Company  since  its  organization  and 
is  also  Superintendent  of  the  smithing  department. 
He  was  born  in  Smolaud,  Sweden,  an d  is  a  son  of 
Gustaf  and  Sarah  (Mangson)  Stoekhus,  the  former 
born  in  August,  1809,  and  the  latter  in  1811. 
Both  are  yet  living  and  have  been  life-long  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Lutheran  Church.  By  trade  tlije  father 
is  a  mechanic  and  liis  business  career  has  been  a 
successful  one.  The  eldest  daughter  of  the  family, 
Mrs.  Anna  C.  Elm,  is  yet  living  in  Sweden,  A 
brother,  J.  P.,  was  the  first  to  cross  the  Atlantic, 
having  como  to  this  country  in  1868.  Ho  is  now 
married  and  with  his  family  resides  on  a  farm  in 
McPherson  County,  Ivan,  Another  brother,  John 
G.,now  resides  on  Eighth  Street  in  Rockford  and 
is  a  mechanic  in  the  employ  of  the  Skandia  Plow 
Company. 

Charles  Stoekhus  spent  the  days  of  his  boyhood 
and  youth  in  his  native  Province  and  while  still 
young  served  a  five  years’  apprenticeship  to  the 
blacksmith’s  trade.  With  the  hope  of  bettering 
his  financial  condition  in  America,  he  bade  good¬ 
bye  to  home  and  friends  :u*d  in  the  spring  of  i860 
sailed  for  the  Now  World.  He  landed  at  Quebec, 
Canada,  and  thence  came  to  Rockford,  where  he 
joined  his  brother,  J.  P.  He  has  since  been  recog¬ 
nized  as  one  of  the  energetic  and  enterprising^ 
Swedish  citizens  of  the  county.  He  was  instrumen¬ 
tal  in  organizing  the  Skandia  Plow  Company,  one 
Of  the  leading  industries  of  the  city.  He  is  him¬ 
self  a  practical  and  skilled  workman  and  now  has 
under  his  charge  forty  employes.  Much  of  the 
success  of  the  business  is  due  to  his  excellent  man¬ 
agement  and  ho  has  made  it  one  of  the  paying  in¬ 


stitutions  of  the  city.  Mr.  Stoekhus  has  been  con¬ 
nected  with  the  Union  Grocery  Company  of 
Rockford  since  coming  to  the  city  and  has  aided 
in  the  promotion  of  other  enterprises  calculated  to 
promote  the  general  welfare.  His  own  industry 
and  perseverance  have  won  him  snccecz^end  in  ad¬ 
dition  to  his  other  business  he  is  the  owner  of  some 
improved  real  estate  in  Rockford,  including  his 
comfortable  home  at  No.  608  South  Third  Street. 

At  Rockford,  Air.  Stoekhus  was  joined  in  wed¬ 
lock  with  Aliss  Christina Pherson,  who  was  born  in 
Smoland,  Sweden,  July  21,  1850.  Sha  spent  the 
days  of  her  maidenhood  in  her  native  laud,  and  in 
1869  came  alone  to  this  country,  settling  in  Rock¬ 
ford,  where  she  joined  her  brot  her,  James  P.  Tal¬ 
bot,  who  had  located  here  a  year  previous  and  is 
now  a  farmer  of  AloPherson  County.  Kan.  Her 
fattier,  Per  Bengston,  was  born  in  1806,  followed 
farming  throughout  his  entire  life  and  died  in 
Smoland,  Sweden,  in  1878.  His  wife,  who  was  born 
in  1818,  is  still  living  and  is  well  preserved  for  one 
of  her  years.  She  is  a  member  of  the  Lutheran 
Church, 

In  politics,  Ain  Stoekhus  is  a  stalwart  Republi¬ 
can  and  maintains  a  deep  interest  in  public  affairs. 
He  and  his  wife  are  faithful  members  of  the  First 
Lutheran  Church  of  Rockford.  Unto  them  have 
been  born  four  children:  Alice,  Frank  R.,  Per  E., 
and  Gust  A.,  and  the  family  circle  yet  remains  un¬ 
broken. 


I^.ENJAM IN  S.  AIORSE  lias  for  seventeen 
years  engaged  in  the  livery  business  in 
hI!  Rockford.  His  residence  in  the  county 
•v  dates  from  18-19,  when,  a  young  man  of 
seventeen  years,  he  came  with  his  parents  to  this 
county.  His  father,  William  Alorse,  was  a  native  of 
Grimsby,  Ontario,  Canada,  born  March  2, 1806.  He 
learned  the  trade  of  a  mechanic  and  car  pen  tor  and 
became  a  skilled  and  successful  workman.  In  Pa¬ 
lermo,  Canada,  in  1830,  he  married  Aliss  Lavina 
Smith,  the  eldest  of  three  children  born  to  Benjamin 
Smith,  an  early  settler  in  the  Province  of  Ontario. 
In  the  midst  of  tlic  forest,  he  hewed  out  a  farm 
and  became  a  successful  agriculturist,  owning  two 
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hundred  acres  of  fine  land.  His  death  there  oc¬ 
curred  in  1850,  at  an  adv.anced  age.  His  wife, 
whose  maiden  name  was  Catherine  Shook,  had  died 
at  the  advanced  age  of  ninety-seven  years.  They 
were  both  members  of  the  Methodist  Church  and 
were  devoted  Christian  people. 

William  Morse  and  his  wife  continued  to  reside 
in  the  Province  of  Ontario,  for  some  years,  where 
he  followed  his  trade  and  also  engaged  in  the  <irv- 
goods  business.  He  made  considerable  mon%,  but 
when  the  Canadian  Rebellion  broke  out,  X  lost  all 
and  removed  to  New  York,  settling  ne*d-  Lockport. 
In  1840,  he  returned  to  Canada,  ancMn  1849  came 
with  his  family  to  Illinois,  making  the  journey  by 
team  and  camping  out  along  the  wayside  at  night. 
In  this  county,  he  made  a  good  farm  but  after¬ 
ward  lost  it  through  misplaced  confidence.  Later, 
he  went  to  California  with  teams,  returning  to 
^Rockford  after  seven  years.  The  mother  of’our 
subject  died  August  21,  1870,  after  which  Mr 
Morse  wedded  Mrs.  Clarissa  Woodworth,  we  Hills, 
who  was  born  in  Melbourne,  Lower  Canada,  Sept¬ 
ember  9,  1805,  and  now  with  her  husband  resides 
with  our  subject.  William  Morse  is  past  his 
eighty-sixthyear  but  is  still  well  preserved  for  One 
of  his  age.  For  many  years  he  has  been  a  mem-  1 
her  of  the  Baptist  Church.  In  politics,  he  formerly 
suppled  the  Republican  party,  but  now  votes 
wi,tn  the  Prohibition  party. 

Benjamin  Morse  was  born  in  Palermo,  in  1834 
and  there  resided  until  with  bis  parents  be  came 
to  Illinois.  He  1ms  borne  many  of  the  hardships 
and  experiences  of  pioneer  life  and  is  a  well-known 
citizen  of  this  community.  In  Guilford,  he  mar¬ 
ried  Miss  Caroline  Wood  worth,  who  was  born  in 
the  Province  of  Ontario,  September  13,  1839,  and 
was  brought  by  her  parents  to  this  county  in  July 
1840,  the  family  settling  in  Guilford  Township 
on  a  now  farm,  where  she  was  reared.  Her  father! 
Gershon  Woodworth,  also  a  native  of  Canada,  fol¬ 
lowed  farming  in  Guilford  Township  until  his 
death  in  1872,  since  which  time  his  widow  has  be¬ 
come  the  wife  of  William  Morse,  as  before  stated. 

Huto  our  subject  and  his  wife  were  born  three 
children:  Charles  P.,  a  graduate  of  the  city  schools 
now  living  on  Avon  Street,  in  Rockford,  is  a 
messenger  for  the  Adams  Express  Company.  He 


wedded  Miss  Maggie  McPherson.  Fred  R.  holds 
a  position  as  agent  for  the  Adams  Express  Com¬ 
pany  in  Kirkland,  III.,  and  John  H.  is  still  attend¬ 
ing  school.  The  parents  attend  the  Christian 
Church,  and  the  father  and  sons  are  Republicans  in 
political  sentiment. 

As  before  stated,  Mr.  Morse  has  long  engaged  in 
the  livery  business  in  Rockford  and  for  fourteen 
years  carried  on  two  stables.  IJis  courteous  man¬ 
ner  and  attention  to  the  wants  of  his  customers  has 
won  him  a  liberal  patronage  and  thereby  he  has 
secured  a  good  income.  He  also  owns  a  lino  farm 
of  two  hundred  and  nineteen  acres  in  Guilford 
Township,  well  improved  and  highly  cultivated. 
He  has  a  wide  acquaintance  throughout  this  com¬ 
munity  and  is  highly  esteemed  by  his  many 
friends.  J 


^  EVI  LANDERS,  who  is  engaged  in  general 
(p  farming  on  section'  32,  Harlem  Township, 

'7—™  Winnebago  bounty,  is  a  native  of  the  Em¬ 
pire  State.  He  was  born  in  Somerset,  Niagara 
County,  April  16,  1819,  and  is  descended  from  an 
old  New  England  family.  His  grandfather,  Aquilla 
Landers,  was  born  in  Shorelmm,  Vt.,  whence  he 
removed  to  Orleans  County,  N.  Y., where  he  spent 
his  last  year  engaged  in  farming.  Benjamin  Lan¬ 
ders,  the  father  of  Levi,  was  also  born  in  Shore- 
ham,  where  he  was  reared  and  married,  Miss 
Cynthia  Intin  becoming  his  wife.  They  removed 
to  New  York  and  were  among  the  early  settlers 
of  Niagara  County.  Mr.  Landers  there  purchased 
eighty  acres  of  land  injhe  town  of  Somerset,  and 
upon  it  built  the  log  cabin  in  which  our  subject  was 
born.  There  were  then  no  railroads  in  the  county, 
no  convenient  markets,  and  no  mills  or  post-ollices 
nearer  than  Rochester,  fifty  miles  away.  The 
people  lived  mostly  off  the  products  of  their  farms 
and  the  wild  game  and  fish  which  could  be  ob¬ 
tained  in  abundance.  Mr.  Landers  cleared  his 
land  and  made  it  his  home  for  some  years,  after 
which  he  sold  out  and  bought  a  tract  of  timber 
land  in  the  same  township,  where  he  improved  a 
farm  and  made  his  home  until  called  to  his  final 
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rest.  His  wife  died  also  on  the  old  homestead 
about  1825. 

We  now  take  up  the  personal  history  of  our 
subject,  who  has  ever  been  identified  with  agri¬ 
cultural  pursuits.  Almost  as  soon  as  lie  could 
reach  the  plow  handles,  lie  began  assisting  his 
father  in  the  farm  work  and  remained  at  home 
until  after  the  latter’s  death.  As  a  companion 
and  helpmate  on  life's  journey,  he  chose  Mrs. 
Anna  (Wood)  Landers,  their  union  being  cele¬ 
brated  January  22, 1844.  The  lady  was  born  in 
New  York,  January  20, 1825.  Her  father,  Samuel 
D.  Wood,  was  a  native  of  Connecticut,  whence  he 
removed  to  the  Empire  State  when  a  young  man. 
He  there  engaged  in  farming  and  was  married  in 
the  town  of  Henrietta  to  Eunice  Herrick,  a  native 
Of  New  York,  and  a  daughter  of  Luther  a»d  Mary 
(Johnson)  Herrick.  He  bought  a  farm  a  few  miles 
from  Rochester,  where  lie  resided  some  years,  and 
then  took  up  his  residence  in  the  town  of  Somer¬ 
set,  Niagara  County,  where  he  made  his  home 
until  about  1847.  In  that  year,  he  came  West¬ 
ward  to  Winnebago  County,  111.,  and  bought  a 
tract  of  land  which  is  now  included  in  the  village 
of  Winnebago.  After  a  time,  lie  removed  to  Shir- 
land  Township,  where  ho  bought  a  farm  and 
made  his  home  for  a  few  years,  after  which  he 
resided  with  Mrs.  Landers  until  his  death,  about 
1862.  His  wife  long  survived  him,  passing  away 
in  1887.  Their  daughter  was  first  married  at  the 
age  of  fifteen,  when  she  became  the  wife  of  Caleb 
Landers,  a  brother  of  our  subject.  His  death  oc¬ 
curred  in  January,  1841. 

It  was  in  1846  that  our  subject,  accompanied 
by  his  wife  and  two  children,  came  to  Illinois, 
making  the  journey  by  way  of  the  Lakes.  He  was* 
then  not  only  empty-handed,  but  was  $50  in  ' 
debt,  so  we  see  that  his  entire  possessions  have  been 
made  since  that  time.  For  three  years,  he  rented 
land  in  Guilford  Township,  and  then  bought  forty 
acres  of  timber  land  in  Shirland  Township,  upon 
which  a  frame  house  had  been  built.  Two  years  after¬ 
ward,  lie  sold  the  place  and  removed  to  Green 
County,  Wis.,  but  lived  there  for  only  two-  years 
when  lie  returned  to  Shirland  Township  and 
bought  one  hundred  and  twenty-seven  acres  of  , 
land  near  his  former  home.  Me  there  resided 


until  1867,  since  which,,  time  he  has  been  living 
on  his  farm  in  Harlem  Township.  His  life  has 
been  well  and  worthily  spent,  and,  though  a  quiet 
and  unassuming  man,  he  has  gained  the  high  re¬ 
gard  of  those  with  whom  he  has  come  in  contact. 

Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Landers  were  born  three 
children:  Roderick,  the  only  son;  Eunice,  now  the 
wife  of  William  Rogers,  of  Rockford;  and  Eliza, 
wife  of  Oliver  Taylor,  of  Harlem  Township. 


ffi  RS.  ISABELL  COY  has  for  the  long 
j\\  Peri°d  Of  forty-six  years  been  a  resident 
1&  of  Winnebago  Corner,  and  well  deserves 
representation  in  this  volume.  $lic  now 
resides  on  section  15,  Guilford  Township.  She 
was  born  in  Buffalo  Township,  Union  Comity,  Pa., 
and  is  descended  from  an  old.  family  of  that 
State.  The  great-grandfather  of  Mrs.  Coy,  Mr. 
Royer,  was  a  soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  War. 
Her  grandparents,  John  Paul  and  Eva  (Royer) 
Ziebach,  were  natives  of  the  Keystone  State,  and 
there  the  father  followed  teaching  throuoiiout  his 
entire  life.  The  father  of  Mrs.  Coy,  Jacob  Zie¬ 
bach,  was  born  in  Berks  County,  Pa.,  and  on  at¬ 
taining  his  majority  wedded  Anna  Pollock,  who 
was  .born  in  Chester  County,  that  State,  and  was  a 
daughter  of  John  and  Isabella  (Rolance)  Pollock, 
also  natives  of  Pennsylvania,,  where  they  spent 
their  entire  lives.  The  young  couple  began  their 
domestic  life  upon  a  farm  in  Buffalo  Township, 
Union  County,  where  they  continued  to  reside 
until  called  to  the  home  beyond.  Their  family 
numbered  eleven  children. 

Mrs.  Coy  spent  the  days  of  her  girlhood  in  her 
native  county  and  remained  with  her  parents  until 
1846,  when,  with  her  married  sister  and  her  hus¬ 
band,  she  started  from  Pennsylvania  to  Illinois,  on 
the  last  day  of  August.  The  entire  journey  was 
made  in  a  spring  wagon,  and  after  four  weeks  of 
travel  they  reached  Winnebago  County,  which 
was  then  situated  on  the  frontier.  On  the  11th  of 
April,  1847,  Isabel!  gave  her  hand  in  marriage 
to  William  Coy, a  native  of  England,  born  in  Lin¬ 
colnshire,  and  a  son  of  Thomas  and  Mary  Coy, 
who  were  also  natives  of  England,  and  there  spent’ 
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their  entire  lives.  Mr.  Goy  came  to  America  in 
1844,  and  at  once  made  his  way  to  Rockford, 
soon  afterward  purchasing  the  farm  on  which  the 
family  now  reside.  The  young  couple  there  lo¬ 
cated  immediately  after  their  marriage.  It  was  a 
tract  of  wild  land  but  he  transformed  it  into  rich 
and  fertile  fields,  and  added  greatly  to  its  beauty 
and  value  by  erecting  good  buildings,  such  as 
are  found  on  a  model  farm,  and  planning  fruit 
and  ornamental  trees. 

Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Coy  was  born  a  family  of 
four  children,  who  were  reared  to  habits  of  indus¬ 
try  and  are  now  occupying  useful  and  responsible 
positions  in  society.  The  eldest,  Robert,  is  a 
graduate  of  the  Chicago  Medical  College  and  is 
now  engaged  in  the  practice  of  his  profession  in 
Rockford;  Anna  is  an  artist  and  resides  in  the 
same  city;  William  manages  the  home  farm  for  his 
mother;  and  Emma  is  successfully  engaged  in 
teaching  m  Rockford.  This  family  ranks  high  in 
social  circles  and  its  members  are  well  deserving 
the  warm  regard  in  which  they  are  held.  With 
iam  Coy  died  December  14,  1885. 


^OIIN  J.  MERRILL.  Perhaps  there  is  no 
I  resident  of  the  county  more  generally  ad- 
(fgwll  mired,  or  who  has  a  larger  circle  of  friends, 
than  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  who  has  won 
the  regard  of  all,  not  only  on  account  of  his  o-enial 
pleasant  disposition,  but  for  his  uprightness  and 
unquestioned  honesty.  A  native  of  New  York 
State,  he  was  born  in  Herkimer  County  on  the 
15th  of  May,  1833,  and  is  a  brother  of  Thomas  S, 
Merrill  (see  sketch  for  family  history). 

The  happy  domestic  life  of  our  subject  began  on 
the  1st  of  Janoory,  1856.  by  1,1s  marriage  t„  Miss 
harsh  D.  Beebe,  olso  a  native  of  the  Enipiro  State 
born  m  Tioga  County,  in  the  town  of  Apalaehin, 
on  the  80th  of  July,  1830.  Her  parents,  David 
and  Nancy  (Heaton)  Beebe,  were  natives  of 
Broome  County,  N.  Y„  where  they  resided  for 
many  yea,,.  Subsequently,  however,  they  moved 
to  Iowa  and  there  passed  the  closing  seen™  of 
them  lives,  the  father  dying  at  the  age  of  eighty, 
two,  and  the  mother  when  it,  her  oighty-ttist 


in  year.  David  Beebe  was  the  son  of  Joel  and  Mai)' 
d,  Beebe,  who  were  also  natives  of  Broome  County, 
io  N.  Y.,  and  came  wi  th  h  is  paren  ts  to  Boon  e  Con  n  ty’ 
>  Ill.,  in  the  spring  of  1837.  He  built  the  third 
a  house  in  the  town  of  Belviderc  and  resided  there 
h  for  some  time.  Joel  Beebe  died  in  Minnesota 

y  when  seventy  years  of  age  and  his  wife  died  in 

8  Iowa  at  the  advanced  ago  of  ninety-three.  Mrs. 
t  Merrill  was  one  of  six  children,  four  now  living 
and  all  farmers. 

f  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Merrill  were  born  four  chil¬ 
dren,  but  three  are  deceased.  The  one  now  living 
3  is  Mary  IX.  who  was  born  in  Bremer  County, 
i  Iowa,  on  the  5th  of  September,  1850,  and  who 
3  married  E.  A.  Winnc.  She  is  tl.e  mother  of  three 
i  children  and  she  and  her  husband  reside  in  Sprint 
1  Township,  this  county,  ° 

1  Our  subject  was  reared  on  the  farm  and  re¬ 
mained  under  the  parental  roof  until  twenty-three 
years  of  age,  when  ho  went  to  Breinor  County, 
Iowa.  There  he  purchased  forty  acres  of  land  and 
there  resided  until  1861,  when  ho  enlisted  in  the 
army.  He  volunteered  in  Company  B,  Ninety- 
fifth  Illinois  Infantry,  and  served  three  years, 
two  years  of  the  time  a*  clerk  in  the  Commissary 
Department.  He  was  mustered  out  in  the  fall  of 
1865  and  returned  to  bis  home,  where  lie  clerked  for 
some  time.  Later,  he  and  his  wife  went  to  Mitch- 
ellville,  Iowa,  and  his  wife  was  matron  of  the  sem¬ 
inary  at  that  place  for  three  years  and  he  was  jan¬ 
itor  for  some  time.  Ho  then  came  to  this  county, 
and  two  years  later  built  a  store  at  Herbert,  the 
first  one  in  that  place,  and  was  the  Postmaster 
there  four  years  under  Grover  Cleveland.  He 
then  sold  out  and  moved  to  Belvidere  where  he 
has  lived  retired  ever  since.  He  lost  his  health  in 
the  war  and  has  never  been  very  strong  or  well 
since. 

Mr.  Merrill  is  a  Republican  in  polities  and  his 
first  1  residential  vote  was  for  James  Buchanan. 
Later  he  voted  for  S.  A.  Douglas,  then  for  IT.  8. 
Grant,  and  has  voted  with  the  Republicans  ever 
since.  He  has  held  a  number  of  local  ollices  in 
this  county,  also  held  olllcc  while  a  resident  of 
Bremer  County,  Iowa,  and  is  one  of  the  represen¬ 
tative  men  of  this  section.  Socially,  he  is  a  Royal 
Arch  Mason,  Eastern  Star  Lodge’  No.  60,  and  u 
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member  of  the  Chapter,  lie  is  also  a  member  of 
Hurlburt  Post  No.  464,  G.  A.  R.,  ami  has  been 
Servant  for  two  or  three  years.  Mrs.  Mcml.1 
is  associated  in  her  church  relations  with  the  Uni¬ 
versal  ist  denomination.  She  is  a  member  of  the 
Ladies'  Aid  Society,  No.  9,  and  was  Treasurer  of 
the  same  for  some  time.  Mr.  Merrill  has  in  his 
possession  a  number  of  coat  buttons  on  which  are 
engraved  the  letters  C.  A.  These,  Mr.  Merrill 
SllyS)  grandfather  Smith  hart  on  his  coat  during 
the  Revolutionary  War  and  he  has  been  offered 
§20  apiece  for  them. 

El!  A  LOR  S.  KILBURN.  For  about  forty-- 
seven  years,  this  gentleman  was  a  worthy 
resident  of  Winnebago  County.  He  was 


ft  'man  who  possessed  an  original  and 
thoughtful  mind,  whoso  advanced  ideas  and  pro¬ 
gressive  principles  resulted  in  his  own  good  and 
the  good  of  those  around  him.  He  was  born  m 
Berkshire  County,  Mass.,  on  the  10th  of  June, 
1813,  and  his  parents,  Shalor  and  Betsy  L,  (Brown) 
Kilburn,  were  natives  also  of  the  Old  Bay  State. 
The  father,  who  was  a  tanner  and  shoemaker  by 
trade,  passed  his  life  in  his  native  Stats,  and  Con¬ 
necticut,  and  died  in  the  latter  State  when  in  the 

prime  of  life.  .  _r 

Our  subject's  mother  afterward  mamod  a  Mr. 
Hewitt,  and  removed  to  New  York  State,  where  her 
husband  died.  She  then  made  her  home  with  her  son 
Shalor  a,  in  Harlem  Township,  this  county,  until 
her  death,  when  seventy-seven  yearn  of  age.  She 
was  an  exemplary  inombor  of  the  Methodist  Church 
and  an  excellent  woman.  Shalor  S.  Kilburn  was 
one  of  rive  children  born  to  his  parents.  In  boy¬ 
hood,  he  went  to  Oneida  County,  N.  Y.,  and  re¬ 
mained  there  until  twenty-five  years  of  age. 

There  Mr.  Kilburn  was  married  to  Miss  Mary 
Bartholomew,  ft  native  of  New  Haven  County, 
Conn.,  born  December  29, 1818.  She  was  but  six 
months  old  wheu  her  parents,  Ebon  G,  and  Anna 
(Simons)  Bartholomew,  settled  in  Oneida  County, 
N,  Y,  They  resided  in  that  comity  for  a  number 
of  years  and  then  returned  to  Connecticut  to  care 


for  Mr.  Bartholomew's  father,  Osce  Bartholomew, 
who  died  at  an  advanced  age.  Six  months  later, 
lus  son  Ebon  followed  him  to  the  grave.  He  was 
a  woll-informcd  man  and  had  spent  his  early  life 
as  a  teacher.  The  widow  returned  to  Oneida 
County,  N.  Y.,  and  her  second  marriage  was  to 
David  Hulbert,  with  whom  she  came  to  Illinois  in 
1847.  They  settled  in  Harlem  Township,  Winne¬ 
bago  County,  and  there  remained  until  called 
lienee,  Mr.  Hulbert  dying  when  about  seventy-five, 
and  Mrs.  Hulbert  when  seventy-four  years  of  age. 
Both  were  original  charter  members  of  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  Church  in  Harlem  Township. 

Mrs,  Kilburn  was  one  of  a  small  family  of 
children  born  to  her  parents  and  was  fourteen 
years  of  age  when  her  father  died.  She  is  a  mem¬ 
ber  Of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  and  takes 
a  deep  interest  in  all  religious  work.  Mr.  Kilburn, 
accompanied  by  bis  family,  came  to  Harlem  Town¬ 
ship,  Winnebago  County,  in  1815,  when  the  coun¬ 
try  was  comparatively  new.  He  purchased  eighty 
acres  of  land  here,  hauling  lumber  from  Chicago 
with  ox-teams  to  build  a  bouse,  and  followed  farm¬ 
ing  pursuits  until  his  death,  He  was  also  a  com¬ 
mercial  traveler  and  for  many  years  was  on  the  ^ 
road  for  the  firm  of  Savage  <fc  Love,  of  Beloit, 
Wis.  He  was  also  with  John  P.  Manny  and  N.  C. 
Thompson,  of  Rockford. 

The  gonial  disposition  and  upright  character  for 
which  Mr.  Kilburn  was  known,  drew  around  him 
a  large  circle  of  friends,  and  lus  place  in  business 
and  social  circles  was  found  hard  to  fill.  His  death 
occurred  on  the  loth  of  January, .  1874,  when 
l  seventy-one  years  of  age.  He  was  a  Methodist  m 
i  his  religions  belief,  and,  in  politics,  was  a  strong 
l  supporter  of  the  Republican  party.  He  was  one 
3  of  those  solid,  substantial  citizens  who  honor  the 

-  community  in  which  their  lot  is  cast.  Mr.  and 

-  Mrs.  Kilburn  became  the  parents  of  four  children: 
Charles  0„  who  died  when  eleven  years  of  age; 

r  Anna,  who  became  the  wife  of  Rodger  Miller,  a 
farmer;  Sarah,  who  married  Herbert  R.  Parker,  a 
s  retired  farmer,  and  Mary,  the  wife  of  James  Roney, 
a  who  is  in  the  exp-ess  business  at  Rockford.  Mrs. 
r  Kilburn  has  sonic  old  family  relics  which  she  val- 

r  ucs  very  highly.  Now  in  the  twilight  of  her  useful 

•e  life,  she  is  surrounded  by  the  comforts  which  she 


800 
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aided  her  husband  in  accumulating,  and  lias  the 
love  of  those  who  have  had  the  privilege  of  .asso¬ 
ciating  with  her. 

In  this  connection  will  be  found  a  portrait  of 
the  late  Mr.  Kilburn. 

CHARLES  P.  BRADY.  This  pioneer  of  Win¬ 
nebago  County,  on  coming  hither  in  1836, 
found  the  Wintry  new  and  the  land  unim- 
proved,  and  has  witnessed  the  wonderful  trans- 
/  formation  which  the  passing  years  have  brought. 
His  first  purchase  of  land  was  made  from  thfi 
Government,  and  consisted  of  a  tract  in  Burritt 
Township,  ou  which  not  a  furrow  had  been  turned. 
Returning  to  Pennsylvania,  he  there  resided  until 
1840,  and  in  July  of  that  year  once  more  came 
West,  and  commenced  active  operations  as  a  tiller 
of  the  soil. 

Success  crowned  the  arduous  exertions  of  Mr. 
Brady,  and  he  improved  considerable  valuable 
/  property,  which  he  still  owns.  He  may  justly  be 
termed  a  self-made  man,  as  what  he  has  and  what 
he  is  may  be  attributed  to  his  industry  and  judi¬ 
cious  management.  Prior  to  coming  to  Illinois  in 
1836,  he  had  made  his  home  for  a  time  in  New 
York  State,  and  in  journeying  Westward  had  for 
a  traveling  companion  one  James  Hoffman.  The 
two  young  men  came  via  the  river  and  canal  to 
Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  thence  by  boat  on  Lake  Erie  to 
Detroit,  and  from  there  on  foot  over  the  country 
to  Rockford-,  working  their  way  and  carrying  good 
guns,  with  which  they  killed  enough  game  to  sub¬ 
sist  upon.  \ 

Mr.  Brady  explains  as  his  reason  for  coming  to 
Rockford  on  foot,  that  there  was  no  other  way  of 
reaching  the  place  except  by  stage,  and  the  one 
who  came  in  the  latter  vehicle  had  to  walk  and 
carry  a  rail,  while  the  one  who  walked  had  no  rail 
to  carry,  hence  his  decision  to  walk.  When  he  re¬ 
turned  East  in  1837,  he  went  down  the  Mississippi 
in  a  row-boat,  thence  up  the  Ohio  to  Pittsburg, 
and  from  there  across  to  Philadelphia,  The  return 
trip  in  1840  was  made  in  a  similar  way.  The 
usual  pioneer  experiences  fell  to  the  lot  of  Mr. 
Brady,  who  was  obliged  to  go  to  Chicago,  the 


nearest  market,  While  Dixon  was  the  nearest  post- 
office.  Occasionally  he  would  take  pork  and  grain 
to  the  Wisconsin  pineries,  trade  them  for  lumber, 
which  he  would  raft  down  the  rivers  and  sell  in 
order  to  purchase  Government  land. 

Born  in  Bucks  County,  Pa.,  December  14,  1814, 
our  subject  is  the  only  son  of  Benjamin  Brady’ 
who  died  when  his  son  was  only  six  years  old! 
,  The  mother  of  our  subject  was  Miss  Betsy  Pett- 
ett,  who  died  when  her  son  was  only  three  months 
Old,  Thus  early  orphaned,  Charles  P.  was  reared 
by  an  uncle,  and  while  quite  young  gained  a  prac¬ 
tical  knowledge  of  farming.  Ho  was  married  in 
Rockford  to  Miss  Mercy  L.  Huntsman,  the  cere¬ 
mony  being  performed  by  the  late  Rev.  John 
Morrell.  Mrs.  Brady  was  born  in  Ohio,  of  which 
State  her  parents  were  early  settlers,  later  remov¬ 
ing  to  Illinois  ami  settling  in  Rockford,  Here  the 
father,  George  Huntsman,  died  when  quite  old; 
her  mother  died  in  Indiana.  ’ 

Mrs.  Brady  was  born  in  July,  1815,  and  died  in 
Rockford  in  1883,  mourned  by  all  who  knew  her. 
She  was  an  active  member  of  the  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church,  and  a  devoted  worker  in  the  cause 
of  temperance.  She  was  the  mother  of  four  chil¬ 
dren,  one  of  whom,  Roy,  is  deceased.  Annjcnett, 
widow  of  James  Atkinson,  resides  in  Burritt, 
this  county;  Philura  I.  is  the  wife  of  Edgar  A. 
Van  Wie,  Secretary,  Treasurer  and  manager  of  the 
Rockford  Electric  Company.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Van  Wie 
reside  at  No.  701  North  Court  Street,  and  arc  the 
parents  of  three  children.  Henry  H.  married  Geor¬ 
gia  Terrell,  and  resides  in  Chicago.  Religiously, 
Mr.  Brady  is  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  and  in  his  political  affiliations  was  form¬ 
erly  a  Republican,  but  is  now  a  Prohibitionist. 

OHN  PEHRSON  has  filled  the  position  of 
Superintendent  of  the  wood  department  in 

I  tllc  Skandia  Plow  Company  since  its  organ¬ 
ization,  except  four  years  when  he  was  sales¬ 
man  on  th-  road,  and  from  almost  the  first  he  has 
been  a  stockholder  and  Director  in  that  enterprise. 
This  company  is  thoroughly  typical,  not  alone  of 
the  comprehensive  growth  and  increasing  import- 
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mice  of  Rockford,  but  its  career  is  a  source  of 
public  pride,  delineating,  as  it  does,  the  general 
business  enterprise  and  sagacity  of  some  of  the 
leading  citizens. 

Our  subject,  who  is  by  trade  a  wood- worker  and 
pattern-maker,  and  upon  whose  shoulders  the  care 
and  charge  of  the  wood  department  immediately 
rests,  has  been  a  resident  of  Rockford  since  1865, 
and  during  that  time  he  been  industrious  and 
frugal,  thus  accumulating  a  handsome  competence. 
He  was  one  of  the  first  stockholders  of  the  Union 
Furniture  Factory  and  lie  was  formerly  a  stock¬ 
holder  of  the  Excelsior  Furniture  Factory,  in  which 
he  was  Superintendent  for  about  three  years.  For 
four  years,  he  was  on  the  road  as  salesman  for  the 
Skandia  Plow  Company  and  mot  with  much  suc¬ 
cess  in  that  capacity. 

Mr.  Pelirson  came  to  Rockford  from  his  native 
country,  Sweden,  his  birth  occurring  in  Skaiila 
Province,,  March  1,  1840,  and  this  city  has  been 
his  home  up  to  the  present.  He  is  a  descendant 
Of  worthy  Swedish  ancestors  and  inherits  all  those 
characteristics  of  energy  and  perseverance  usual  to 
this  class  of  people.  After  learning  his  trade  in 
his  native  country,  he  took  passage  for  America, 
and  after  a  reasonable  length  of  time  on  the  briny 
deep,  landed  in  the  Empire  City,  where  he  re¬ 
mained  but  a  short  time.  From  there,  ho  went  to 
Michigan,  but  a  few  weeks  later  he  came  on  to 
Rockford,  whore  he  has  been  actively  engaged  in 
business  and  is  now  one  of  the  foremost,  substantial 
citizens.  Since  his  residence  in  this  country,  he 
has  been  joined  by  two  sisters:  Anna,  wife  of  An¬ 
drew  Nelson,  a  farmer  of  Marengo,  Iowa,  and 
Hannah,  wife  of  Oscar  Ackeson,  a  boot  and  shoe 
merchant,  who  is  quartered  in  the  Exchange  Bank 
Building,  on  Seventh  Street,  Rockford. 

The  parents  of  Mr.  Pelirson  never  came  to  the 
United  States  but  have  passed  their  entire  lives  in 
that  grand  old  country,  Sweden,  whose  sons  and 
daughters  are  among  the  most  thrifty  and  enter¬ 
prising  people  of  the  world.  The  father,  Peter 
Pohrson,  was  a  butcher  and  meat  dealer,  and  a  man 
whoso  honesty  and  uprightness  were  proverbial. 

He  died  when  sixty-seven  years  of  age.  The  mo¬ 
ther,  who  is  still  living  and  closely  verging  on 
eighty-four  years,  finds  a  comfortable  home  with 
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her  son  Andrew,  at  Malmo,  Sweden.  A  life-long 
member  of  the  Swedish  Lutheran  Church,  this 
venerable  old  lady  is  well  known  in  her  section 
and  is  highly  respected. 

John  Pelirson  was  first  married,  in  Rockford,  to 
Miss  Sophia  Ekbock,  who  is  also  of  Swedish  na¬ 
tivity,  born  in  Smoland  Province.  She  remained 
in  her  native  country  until  twenty-two  years  of 
age,  and  then  braved  Neptune’s  tender  mercies 
and  came  to  America  and  Rockford.  Sue  was 
identified  with  the  First  Lutheran  Church  and  was 
a  lady  possessed  of  many  virtues  of  mind  and 
heart.  One  child,  Frederic?-:  William,  was  born  to 
this  union,  and  lie  is  now  at  home. 

Mr.  Pelirson ’s  second  marriage  was  to  Miss  Anna 
Bergandal,  a  native  of  Kalmar  Lao,  Sweden,  born 
March  18,  1862,  but  who  was  grown  when  she 
came  to  the  United  States.  She  lias  a  brother, 
Axel,  and  a  sister,  Alma,  both  living  in  Chicago’ 
and  single.  Mr.  Pelirson  is  a  firm  believer  in  the 
advantages  of  the  platform  held  by  the  Republican 
I  pai  ty,  and  casts  his  vote  most  unreservedly  with 
that  party.  He  and  Mrs.  Pelirson  are  members  of 
the  First  Lutheran  Church. 

JOHNSTON  WELDON  MONTEITH,  one  of 
the  prominent  business  men  of  Rockford,  is 
at  present  successfully  engaged  in  contract¬ 
ing  and  building.  His  birth  occurring  in 
1848  in  far-away  Glasgow,  Scotland,  he  is  the°son 
of  Thomas  and  Eliza  (Weldon)  Monteith,  both  of 
whom  were  natives  of  that  country,  the  male 
members  on  both  sides  of  the  house  for  many  gen¬ 
erations  back  being  carpenters  and  builders.  The 
father  of  our  subject  followed  that  trade  in  his  na¬ 
tive  land;  since  coming  to  America  in  1882,  lie  has 
made  his  home  with  our  subject;,  the  mother  died 
in  Scotland. 

The  following  are  the  names  of  the  seven  chil¬ 
dren  comprising  the  parental  household:  James 
Martha,  Johnston,  Mary,  Sallie,  Thomas,  and  Lizzie’ 
all  of  whom,  with  the  exception  of  our  subject 
make  their  home  in  Philadelphia.  Johnston  re- 
aaived  a  good  education  in  the  parish  schools  of 
Scotland  and  came  to  the  New  World  with  an 
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elder  brother,  when  a  lad  of  thirteen  years.  Lo¬ 
cating  in  Philadelphia,  and  being  ambitious  to 
learn  the  English  language,  he  became  a  student 
in  the  log  school  of  that  place  and  is  to-day  an 
intelligent  and  well-read  man.  A  natural  me¬ 
chanic,  Mr.  Monteith  soon  began  to  work  at  the 
trade  of  a  carpenter  with  his  brother,  which  busi¬ 
ness  they  followed  in  Philadelphia  pitil  1881, 
when  they  came  to  Bradford,  Ill.,  aild  one  year 
later  to  Rockford,  since  which  time  on r  subject  has 
been  identified  with  the  business  interests  of  this 
city. 

The  ceremony  which  united  our  subject  in  mar¬ 
riage  with  Miss  Genevieve  Menah  was  performed 
December  22,  J871.  Mrs.  Monteith  was  a  native 
of  the  Quaker  City  and  was  a  daughter  of  Alex¬ 
ander  Menah,  also  a  native  of  Scotland,  who  emi¬ 
grated  to  America  soon  after  his  marriage  Ijnd  en¬ 
gaged  in  the  mercantile  business  in  the  above- 
named  city,  where  he  is  still  one  of  the  prominent 
dry-goods  merchants.  His  wife,  the  mother  of 
Mrs.  Monteith,  was  Rebecca  McClellan;  her  birth 
also  occurred  in  Scotland  and  the  date  of  her  de- 
ee&se  was  December  14, 1891.  She  was  the  mother 
of  seven  children,  viz:  Maggie,  Nellie,  Lofitia, 
Genevieve,  Lucy,  Mary  and  Willie,  Lucy  and 
Maggie  are  deceased.  The  two  children  born  to 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Monteith  are  Lillian  W.  and  J.  Alex¬ 
ander. 


PRANCIS  H.  CLARK,  a  successful  and  skill¬ 
ful  mechanic  residing  at  No.  400  East 
Street,  where  he  has  a  pleasant  and  com¬ 
fortable  home,  has  been  a  resident  of  Rockford 
since  1883.  He  was  a  native  of  Ontario,  Canada, 
where  his  birth  occurred  November  23,  1831,  and 
his  parents,  Francis  and  Cornelia  (Ross)  Clark, 
were  natives,  respectively,  of  New  York  and  Con¬ 
necticut.  The  paternal  grandfather,  Francis  Clark, 
Sr.,  was  a  native  of  the  Emerald  Isle  but  came  to 
America  when  a  young  man  and  settled  in  New 
England. 

During  the  Revolutionary  War  Francis  Clark, 
Sr.,  served  in  defense  of  his  adopted  country,  and 
subsequently  married  a  New  England  lass,  a  Miss 


Hamilton, with  whom  he  settled  in  Franklin  County, 
N.  Y.  They  were  among  the  pioneer  settlers  of 
that  county  and  Mr.  Clark  followed  agricultural 
pursuits  in  a  small  way,  hia  trade  being  fiat  of  a 
tanner  and  currier,  at  which  he  was  unusually  suc¬ 
cessful.  Later  lie  was  a  boot  and  shoo  dealer.  He 
and  his  wife  died  in  the  Empire  State  when  well 
along  in  years,  and  both  wore  members  of  the 
Episcopal  Church. 

Francis  Clark,  Jr.,  passed  his  boyhood  days  on  a 
farm  and  in  learning  the  lumber  business,  follow¬ 
ing  the  lattter  principally  in  Ontario,  Canada,  until 
1835,  when  he  came  to  Now  York  Shite.  He  set¬ 
tled  on  a  new  farm  in  St.  Lawrence  County,  and 
there  he  and  his  wife  soon  had  a  good  home.  Ho 
died  there  in  1861,  when  seventy-throe  years  of  age, 
and  his  wife  followed  him  to  the  grave  four  years' 
later,  in  1865.  He  was  a  soldier  in  the  War  of  181 2. 
Mrs.  Clark  was  born  in  Danbury,  Conn.,  in  1790 
but  was  reared  and  educated  in  Canada.  She  was 
a  cousin  of  P .  T.  Barnttm,  the  showman.  Mr.  and 
j  Mrs.  Clark  were  for  years  members  of  the  Episco¬ 
pal  Church,  but  later  in  life  she  joined  the  Meth¬ 
odists.  Of  the  seycn  children  born  to  this  worthy 
couple,  six  are  now  living  and  Francis  II.  Clark  is 
the  youngest.  He  was  four  years  of  age  when  his 
parents  moved  to  New  York  State  and  he  was  a 
resident  of  that  State  until  1869,  when  ho  came  to 
Illinois,  settling  in  Poplar  Grove,  Boone  County. 
While  a  resident  of  New  York,  ho  learned  the 
trade  of  a  millwright  and  pattern-maker.  In  1864, 
he  enlisted  from  St.  Lawrence  County,  that  State,  in 
the  Sixth  New  York  Regiment,  Company  M,  and 
served  as  a  private  until  his  discharge  on  the  25th 
of  August,  ]  865. 

Our  subject  was  in  a  number  of  prominent  en¬ 
gagements,  and  after  the  battle  of  Fisher  Hill  he 
was  one  of  thirty-two  who  reported  at  roll-call. 
While  in  service  he  was  sick  for  some  time  from 
exposure,  and  he  was  crippled  while  doing  drill 
duty.  After  remaining  in  the  hospital  for  some 
time,  he  was  honorably  discharged  and  returned  to 
New  York  State.  There  ho  was  married  to  Miss 
Sopluonia  Richardson,  a  native  of  St.  Lawrence 
County  and  the  daughter  of  Samuel  Richardson, 
who  lived  and  died  in  that  county.  The  latter 
was  seventy-four  at  the  time  of  his  death.  He 


served  in  the  War  of  J812.  Ufa  wife,  whose 
maiden  name  was  Mary  Johnson,  died  when 
cighty-Av?  years  of  age.  Mrs.  Clark  was  reared  and 
educated  in  her  native  county  and  taught  school 
there  six  years  before  her  marriage.  This  union 
resulted  ,n  the  birth  of  three  living  children: 
Ircston,  an  attorney,  and  proprietor  of  the  Min¬ 
eral  Springs  at  Peoria,  was  married  to  Miss  Julia 
Eaton,  who  was  County  Superintendent  of  Schools 
of  Boone  County,  but  is  now  deceased;  Burton  F 
an  engraver  in  the  Rockford  Silver  Plate  Com¬ 
pany,  is  now  at  home;  Etta  S„  at  home  and  a 
musical  graduate,  is  a  teacher  of  vocal  music  and 
is  now  chorister  in  the  Christian  Union  Church. 
Mr.  Clark  is  a  Republican  in  politics,  and  he  is  a  j 
member  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic.  Mrs 
Clark  is  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Church. 


.™RTRAIT  AN-D  BlP.GKAPinCAL  RECORD. 


PRANK  S.  WHITMAN,  M.  1).,  a  practicing 
)  physician  of  Bolvidere,  has  the  honor  of 
Doing  a  native  of  this  city,  lie  was  born 
September,  27,  18-19,  and  is  descended  from  an  old 
*ow  England  family.  His  grandfather,  Jacob 
Whitman,  was  a  native  of  Connecticut  and  became 
one  of  the  early  settlers  of  Fairfield,  Vt.  He  was 
a  hatter  by  trade,  but  engaged  in  farming  in  the 
Oreen  Mountain  State.  He  afterward  purchased  a 
ai'm  in  Portland,  Chautauqua  County,  N.  Y. 
where  he  made  his  homo  until  1 840, ’removing 
thence  to  Boone  County  and  locating  in  Bolvidere 
where  he  made  his  home  until  his  death  in  1851.’ 
Bo  married  Sarah  Spencer,  who  died  in  Portland, 

Hiram  Whitman,  father  of  our  subject,  was  born 
m  l< airfield,  Vt.,  December  12,  1806,  and  when  a 
young  man  went  to  New  York,  purchasing  a  tract 
of  land  in  Chautauqua  County.  There  he  engaged 
1,1  f,ln,,inS  *887,  after  which  he  spent  Two 
years  upon  his  father’s  farm  in  Portland.  On  the 
oth  of  October,  1880,  ho  married  Clarinda  Hanch- 

?!? ’ZnVVth°min  HOrki"Wr’  N •  Y-  lumber 

bhe  1S  a  daughter  of  Zacheus  and  Lucy 
(  o ,  roll)  Hanehett,  the  former  a  native  of  Suffolk 
Conn.,  and  tlic  later  of  Washington,  Mass.,  whero 
they  were  married  in  1793.  They  removed  to 
36 


Uorknner,  A.  Y„  a„<,  afta  „  tclv  WMl 

Clmalauqu.  County,  being  nrnnlmred  among  Us 
™  '"“““'•“‘ilc.-s.  Xliey  purchased  a  tract  of  lieavily 

)  timbered  land  ar.d  in  the  midst  of  the  forest  dev- 
eloped  a  farm,  experiencing  all  the  privations  and 
liardsh.ps  of  frontier  life.  Mr.  Hanebett  tbore 
ii-  died  in  his  ninety-sixth  year. 

In  1839,  with  his  wife  and  one  child,  Mr.  Whit- 
!S  ,nan ,Came  t0  fDiuois,  making  the  entire  journey 
•,  overland  with  teams.  After  twenty  days  of  travel 

>-  he  arrived  at  Bolvidere  on  the  25th  of  October’ 

a  and  after  a  few  months  made  a  claim  in  Belvidere 
-  lownslup.  To  the  cultivation  and  improvement 
0  »s  land,  he  devoted  his  time  and  attention  im- 
.1  lus  death,  which  occurred  on  the  10th  of  May 
'•  18oo  IIis  wife  survives  him  and  makes  her  home 
m  Belvidere.  She  enjoys  good  health  and  her 
faculties  are  still  unimpaired.  She  1ms  a  family  of 
our  children:  Royal  T,  Emily  M.,  Gilbert  It.  and 
trunks. 

i  , No  evouL  ot  special  importance  occurred  during 
the  Doctor’s  youth.  After  acquiring  his  early 
education  in  the  public  schools  of  Belvidere  lie 
became  a  student  in  the  Chicago  University  and 
subsequently  engaged  in  teaching  one  year  bein- 
Principal  of  the  schools  in  Roscoe,  Winnebago 
Comity.  Wishing  to  make  the  practice  of  medi¬ 
cine  lus  life  work,  he  began  studying  with  Dr 

James  x.  Soule,  of  Belvidere,  and  attended  lectures 

at  Hahnemann  Medical  College  of  Chicago  from 
which  he  was  graduated  in  the  Class  of  February 
1872  The  same  year,  he  opened  an  office  in’ 
Belvidere  and  has  since  successfully  engaged  in 
practice.  ° 

On  the  20th  of  January,  1875,  Dr.  Whitman 
rnmed  Frank  C.  Pier,  a  native  of  Belvidere. 

[  Hus  worthy  couple  rank  high  in  social  circles  and 

arc  widely  and  favorably  known  throughout  tlic 
community.  The  Doctor  is  a  member  of  the  Uli- 
nom  State  Medical  Society  and  the  American  Insti¬ 
tute  of  Homeopathy,  the  oldest  national  medical 
assertion  in  the  United  States.  He  also  belong 
to  Belvidere  Lodge  No.  289,  K.  T.  He  is  a  member 
of  Court  Clair  No.  183,  I.  O.  of  F.,  and  of  Garrison 
*o.  27,  k  G.  He  exercises  his  right  of  franchise 
m  support  of  the  Republican  party,  and  lias  served 
as  1  resident  of  the  School  Board,  member  of  the 
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Common  Council,  was  two  terms  Mayor  of  the  city 
and  for  three  terms  was  County  Coroner.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Congressional  Committee  of  Boone 
County,  is  President  of  the  Boone  County  Board 
of  Pension  Examiners,  and  is  Vice-President  of  the 
People's  Bank,  of  Belvidere.  He  was  also  an  alter¬ 
nate  delegate-at-large  for  the  Shite  of  Illinois  at 
the  last  National  Republican  Convention  held  at 
Minneapolis.  The  Doctor  is  now  enjoying  a  liberal 
patronage,  gained  through  his  skill  and  ability,  and 
he  ranks  deservedly  high  among  his  professional 
brethren.  - 

Elsewhere  in  this  volume  will  be  noticed  a  litho¬ 
graphic  portrait  of  Dr.  Whitman. 

— 

APT.  HENRY  KNOWLES,  who  is  now  liv¬ 
ing  a  retired  life  at  the  corner  of  North 
and  Winnebago  Streets,  was  born  in  Or¬ 
leans,  Mass.,  July  20,  1884,  and  is  a  son  of  Elijah 
and  Abigail  (Freeman)  Knowles.  His  father  lived 
and  died  on  a  farm  in  Brewster,  Moss,,  passihg 
away  at  the  age  of  eighty-one  years.  His  wife  died 
November  5,  1891, *at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty- 
seven.  She  too  was  a  native  of  the  Bay  State,  and 
died  in  Brewster.  Our  subject  comes  of  a  long 
line  of  sea-faring  men.  His  ihaternal  uncle  was  a 
prominent  master  of  vessels/and  two  of  his  broth¬ 
ers  followed  the  sea.  One  of  them,  Elijah  F.,  is 
now  a  retired  shipmaster  residing  in  Brewster,  and 
the  other  brother,  Albert  C.,  was  master  of  a  vessel 
which  was  destroyed  by  a  cyclone  on  the  Indian 
Sea,  and  all  on  board  were  lost. 

Capt.  Knowles,  whose  name  heads  this  sketch, 
was  reared  and  educated  in  Brewster,  Mass.,  and 
when  fourteen  years  of  age,  went  with  a  friend  of 
the  family,  Capt.  Crosby,  to  sea  as  a  cabin  boy,  and 
thus  became  connected  as  a  sailor  in  the  cotton 
trade  between  this  country  and  Europe.  He  rap¬ 
idly  won  promotion,  and  on  the  Captain’s  death, 
which  occurred  on  a  voyage  between  New  Orleans 
and  Liverpool,  Mr.  Knowles,  though  only  nineteen 
years  of  age  at  that  time,  took  charge  of  the  ves¬ 
sel.  I-Ie  continued  in  command  of  that  vessel  for 
some  time,  and  later  was  master  of  the  “Albatross," 
the  “Massachusetts,"  the  “Western  Star"  and  the 


‘Belle  Creole."  Of  the  two  former  no  was  master 
for  only  a  few  years.  He  was  part  owner,  and  was 
master  of  the  “Western  Star"  for  eight  years,  and 
was  similarly  connected  with  the  “Belle  Creole"  for 
four  years,  or  until  1870,  when  ho  loft  the  sea  and 
came  West,  He  lias  sailed  over  many  of  the  most 
important  seas,  has  visited  Liverpool,  Bombay,  and 
all  the  ports  of  South  America.  He  did  business 
as  a  shipper  of  guano,  and  in  1869,  with  a  load 
of  that  product  on  board,  liis  vessel  sprung  a  leak. 
The  guano  Med  the  pumps,  which  prevented  them 
from  being  worked,  and  the  ship  sunk,  but  all  on 
board  were  saved.  The  Captain  was  tho  last  to 
leave  the  vessel,  just  as  it  sank  in  the  waters  of  the 
tropics,  He  stood  in  great  favor  with  his  men, 
and  he  had  many  warm  friends  among  the  leading 
captains  of  Boston,  including  Benjamin  Bangs  and 
Elijah  Williams. 

Mr.  Knowles  was  married  in  tho  Bay  State  to 
Miss  Lizzie  D.  Collins,  who  was  born  in  West  Den¬ 
nis,  Mass.,  January  80.  1842,  and  a  daughter  of 
Capt.  Seth  and  Anna  (Knowles)  Collins,  both  of 
whom  are  now  deceased.  Her  father  was  a  prom¬ 
inent  business  man  of  the  Merchants’  Service,  ami 
was  master  of  a  merchant  vessel  for  some  years. 
He  continued  to  own  an  interest  in  a  ship,  but 
spent  bis  last  years  on  his  estate  at  West  Dennis, 
where  he  died  at  the  age  of  seventy-two.  Af¬ 
ter  his  death,  his  widow  came  to  the  West,  and 
made  her  homo  with  Mrs.  Knowles,  in  Rockford, 
until  called  to  her  final  rest.  In  the  family  were 
two  sons,  Jonathan  and  Ansel,  who  were  large  com¬ 
mission  merchants  of  Philadelphia  for  many  years. 
The  former  is  now  living  a  retired  life  in  West 
Dennis,  Mass,,  and  the  latter  is  now  deceased.  They 
were  both  prominent  and  well-known  business  men 
of  Philadelphia  for  many  years. 

Unto  Capt.  Knowles  and  his  wifo  have  been  born 
seven  children,  but  John  C.  and  Elite  M,  are  both, 
now  deceased.  Grace  Pacific  was  bom  on  the  Pa¬ 
cific  Ocean,  off  the  coast  of  Peru,  and  is  the  wife 
of  Alfred  Holt,  an  attorney  of  Chicago;  Herbert  is 
a  member  of  the  firm  of  Johnson  ifc  Jtnowles,  real- 
estate  dealers  of  this  city;  Abbie  F.,  Royal  E.  and 
Edwin  W.  are  all  at  home. 

The  Captain  and  his  wife  are  member  of  the  Sec¬ 
ond  Congregational  Church,  and,  in  politics,  he  is 


a  Republican.  He  also  belongs  to  the  Masonic  or- 
der,  of  which  he  became  a  member  on  the  Island 
c£  Malta.  On  coming  to  Rockford  in  1870  ho 
formed  a  partnership  with  Ansel  Collins,  and  for 
five  years  they  engaged  in  the  grocery  business, 
after  winch  the  Captain  became  a  wholesale  dealer 
m  butter,  cheese  and  eggs.  To  this  he  devoted  his 
time  and  attention  until  about  three  years  since 
when,  on  account  of  failing  health,  he  sold  out 
and  has  since  lived  retired.  His  life  has  been  a 
varied  one,  and  well  and  worthily  spent. 
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SHEODORE  C.  DECKER  Thi*  (Hiekox)  McNamara,  were  m 

going  business  men  of  Winnebago  001111^*-  xrA .  fe  ^  c  tl0!l3  g^duatin 

and  the  active  manner  in  which  ho  iwT*  it  Non,iaI  ^cl,°o1  there.  After  t< 

vantage  of  every  method  and  idea  tending  te°n  pV°  fc°'V11  aild  in  Worcesl'0v,  ai 

WnsiUorabic  to  do  with  his  sued  in  life  Mr  Tv  T*  10  C1““1*0’  ',llore 

Bcokor  «.  bon,  in  0»8.  Co,“y  t  we rn  Z 'T  ^ 

also  his  father,  Cornelius  8.  Decker,  and  his  mand-  bne,  !  1  h°r  ctlUi 

father,  Levi  Deckor,  both  tillers  of  the  soil°  Thn  i  a_  vciy  successful  educat 

grandfather  married  Miss  Roxanna  Mould  and  ? '  facu,fJ'  of  winning  and  ]. 
they  became  the  p»rente  sodad!*’  £  mtfZ  ^  ^ 
now  surviving;  one  of  these  William  iwf  ■  I  1882’  d  the  same  year  pure 
sovonty-six  y«,  of  ^  ?S."  £  "  T  ‘T  “  S“ti0"  * 

The  father  if  mu  SjL' i  ^  h®  haS  a  la^°  sil°  ** 

was  born  in  the  year  1818  Jd  ,VT  -  ,  Capacitjr  0f  0ne  hundred  and  tl 

native  county  to  Miss  Jane  Ashbv  ^  l"8  ^  ‘^built  llis  residence,  and  eve 

of  Orange  County,  N  Y  u.«  d  ?  IT  1  ^  i*dU*U*  l°  the  bolder 
John  Asliby,  of  the  same  countv  and  fl°f  ar°  pcople  of  Clllfcui'e !u,d  reflneme 

tenner  by  L,lilT  w  u  T  “  r‘"  10  “  "“  ticultorist  and  takes  , 

his  farm7  in  To  To  '  Stato  T  ''T  Wrt"  »  h 

Zanesville,  tVis..  whcl  ho  pThTod  TTaot  .1  “T0  —  «f  “"««>.  i, 

Olevon  hundred  and  ei<ditv  no™.  °f  1ZC  ns  much  profit  as  he  does  fron 

the  same  w  th  Ids  w  f  ir  ’  S  °n  t0  thousand  po 

seven  sons  and  two  lathte^  ToroT^'  ^ ***"  >™ 

tinned  to  cultivate  the  soil  on  l  ^  °T~  a'K  koeps  frotn  fifteen  to  twenty 
about  twonty-oiglT  yeaV Tr  It  1  S  ,  f  >»"”*  °f 

coiicliidod  to  try  his  fortiino  in  anon  „  *’  Tt  .I  S°llS  U  **  U'°  “"S"™®!  of  Chicn, 


-  si  >,  the  same  Stale,  and  there  he  and  his  admir- 
j  able  w,fe  res.de  at  the  present  time,  both  enjoyinn 

good  heaith.  They  lost  four  children  in  ,n, aL; 

two  of  each  sex,  and  those  now  living  aic  Joua  - 
a,  than  M,  Irank  D,  William,  Theodore  C.,  John  A 
■  and  Anna  G.,  the  latter  now  Mrs.  David  Mould,  a 
is  resident  of  Sioux  City.  T0v/«, 

t  wnf  ho°d0ie  C'  DeCkCr’  11,0  Sl,b->ect  of  tllis  sketch, 

was  born  on  the  8th  of  February,  1851,  and  was 

kit  ten  years  of  age  when  his  parents  moved  to 
Wisconsin  He  was  early  trained  to  the  tedious 
details  of  farm  life,  and  in  1.880  he  selected  ids  life 
companion  ni  the  person  of  Miss  Mary  McNamara, 

Hlir  Jnvf  M  V61'  PareUt8’  Lawrence  aad  Harriet 
(Ilickox)  MelSamara,  were  natives  of  Williams 

town,  Mass.,  in  which  State  Mrs.  Decker  received  a 
thorough  education,  graduating  at  the  Westfield 
Normal  School  there.  After  teaching  i„  her  na¬ 
tive  to vvn  and  in  Worcester,  and  still  later  in  the 
aiayiock  Institute  at  WiUiamstown,  Mass  she 
came  West  to  Chicago,  where  she  taught  hx  the 
public  schools  for  eight  years.  She  was  thor¬ 
oughly  in  love  with  her  calling  and  must  have 
been  a  very  successful  educator,  for  she  has  the 
happy  faculty  of  winning  and  keeping  friends. 

^  1>eCkCl‘  COmn)enced  housekeeping 
in  1882,  and  the  same  year  purchased  twenty  acres 
of  choice  land  on  section  3,  Roscoe  Township, 
11.,  two  mdes  east  of  Beloit,  for  which  ho  paid 
$H5  per  acre.  On  this  Mr.  Decker  has  erected 
two  arge  tobacco  sheds  and  a  large  stock  barn,  in 
which  he  has  a  large  silo  tank,  or  cellar,  with  a 
capacity  of  one  hundred  and  thirteen  tons.  He 
has  rebuilt  his  residence,  and  everything  about  the 
I  place  mdicid.es  to  the  beholder  that  the  owners 
are  people  of  culture  and  refinement.  Mrs  Decker  is 
quiteahorticuituristand  takes  as  much  pleasure 
strawberries  her  husband  does 
with  las  fifteen  acres  of  tobacco,  if  she  does  not  real¬ 
ize  as  much  profit  as  lie  does  from  Ids  twenty-four 
thousand  to  thirty  thousand  pounds  of  the  weed 
per  year.  Mr.  Decker  has  some  fine  Jersey  cattle 
and  keeps  from  fifteen  to  twenty  cows.  He  makes 
thousands  of  pounds  of  the  dhoicest  butter  and 
sells  it  to  the  consumers  of  Chicago,  where  he  has 
some  customers  among  the  best  people.  By  low¬ 
ing  corn  fodder,  which  is  made  into  ensilage,  he 
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can  feed  many  head  of  stock  from  these  twenty 
acres,  and  the  eight  acres  which  he  hires.  He  has 
raised  some  of  the  finest  of  Jersey  cows,  there  being 
in  his  herd  Muriel  the  Third,  who  was  on  exhibi¬ 
tion  at  the  Philadelphia  Centennial,  1876. 

Mr.  and  Mis.  Decker  lost  an  infant  son,  and 
they  now  have  one  son  living,  Prank  D.,  born  Sep¬ 
tember  16, 1881,  who  is  a  promising  boy,  having 
made  four  grades  in  throe  years.  Mr.  Decker  has 
been  a  Democrat,  but  under  the  salutary  influence 
of  his  wife  is  likely  to  become  a  good  Republican. 
They  are  both  members  of  the  Congregational 
Church,  and  are  held  in  high  esteem  in  the  com¬ 
munity. 


SHLEY  KNAPP.  The  results  of  industry, 
p=j||  thrift  and  wise  judgment  have  been  mani- 
»  fested  in  the  career  of  this  gentleman,  who, 
^  in  all  matters  pertaining  to  his  financial 
standing,  has  fairly  earned  the  title  of  a  self-made 
man.  He  is  one  of  the  oldest  settlers  of  Burritt 
Township,  Winnebago  County,  having  come  here 
about  the  year  1842,  and  ho  now  owns  and  occu¬ 
pies  a  tract  of  two  hundred  acres  of  fine  land. 

The  gentleman  of  whom  we  write  was  born  in 
Eldred,  McKean  County,  Pa.,  January  7,  1821. 
His  father,  Jacob,  was  born  in  New  York  State,  and 
his  father,  Luke  Knapp,  came  from  Connecticut,  and 
spent  his  last  days  in  New  York.  The  father  of 
our  subject  was  reared  on  the  home  farm,  and  as 
soon  as  old  enough  went  to  Pennsylvania,  where 
he  bought  a  tract  of  timber  land  in  Eldred  Town¬ 
ship,  and  cleared  and  improved  a  farm,  residing 
there  until  his  demise,  January  18, 1863,  at  the  ad° 
vanced  age  of  ninety  years  and  six  months.  The 
maiden  name  of  our  subject’s  mother  was  Mary 
Gaboon ;  she  was  a  native  of  the  Empire  State,  and 
the  widow  of  a  Mr.  Brainard.  She  spent  her  last 
days  on  the  home  farm  in  Eldred  Township,  dying 
February  28,  1854,  when  past  sixty-nine  years. 

The  original  of  this  sketch  received  his  educa¬ 
tion  in  his  native  township,  attending  the  pioneer 
schools  taught  in  the  old  log  schoolhouse  with  its 
home-made  furniture.  He  resided  with  his  parents 
until  reaching  his  majority,  when  he  started  out  j 


in  the  world  for  himself  with  $1.60  in  his  pocket 
He  Walked  to  Erie  County,  N.  Y.,  and  secured 
work  in  a  harvest  field  two  months,  and  in  the  fall 
was  engaged  in  stacking  straw.  In  October  of 
1842,  Ashley  Knapp  started  with  his  earnings  in  his 
pocket  for  Illinois,  and  came  by  steamer  to  Mil¬ 
waukee,  on  foot  to  Beloit,  and  rode  the  remainder 
of  the  way  to  Burritt  Township.  His  brother  hav¬ 
ing  previously  come  to  this  State,  he  stopped  with 
him  a  short  time,  then  went  to  Joe  Daviess 
County,  and  secured  a  job  splitting  rails  at  fifty 
cents  per  hundred  and  his  board.  He  was  very  in¬ 
dustrious  and  saved  his  earnings,  and  was  soon  en¬ 
abled  to  purchase  ten  acres  of  timber  land  which 
ho  still  owns,  which  is  located  onsection  6,  Burritt 
Township.  The  next  year  he  received  $18  per 
month  for  his  labors,  and  with  this,  in  1844,  bought 
forty  acres  more,  a  part  of  which  was  improved 
prairie  land  on  section  8  of  the  same  township, 
and  there  commenced  bis  career  as  an  independent 
farmer.  Four  years  later,  our  subject  bought  the 
farm  where  he  now  resides,  paying  for  it  $8.50  per 
acre,  it  including  the  northwest  quarter  of  section 
16,  and  the  west  half  of  the  northeast  quarter  of 
same  section.  He  did  not  have  the  money  to  pay 
down  for  his  land,  and  had  to  pay  ten  per  cent, 
interest. 

At  the  time  of  Mr.  Knapp’s  coming  hero  there 
were  no  railroads,  and  Chieftgo  was  the  principal 
marketing  place,  and  he  had  to  haul  his  wheat 
there,  fording  the  river  at  Rockford,  and  selling 
his  wheat  for  fifty  and  fifty-live  cents  per  bushel. 
On  the  return  trip,  he  would  bring  merchandise 
and  other  necessaries  for  family  use.  The  lumber 
with  which  he  erected  his  first  house  was  all  hauled 
from  Chicago  by  himself.  His  present  farm  con¬ 
tains  two  hundred  acres,  and  is  one  of  the  best 
in  the  county,  its  good  substantial  buildings  show¬ 
ing  it  to  be  in  the  hands  of  a  sagacious  manager. 

A  number  of  springs  of  pure  water,  which  flow 
from  one  hundred  and  fifty  to  two  hundred  bar¬ 
rels  an  hour,  are  to  be  found  on  the  place,  Ho  has 
built  a  dam  and  formed  a  beautiful  pond, in  which 
are  to  be  found  the  speckled-back  trout. 

The  subject  of  this  life  notice,  was  married,  in 
1844,  to  Elizabeth  (Herrington)  Williams, a  native 
of  Canada,  and  a  daughter  of  the  Rev.  Richard 


Herrington,  and  the  widow  of  Warren  Williams. 
Mrs.  Knapp  died  .December  14,  1888.  Mr.  Knaon 
has  three  children  living,  namely:  Loretta  Bate 
Aurelia  Iranklin  and  Warren.  J.  Luc, etna,  the 
youngest  daughter,  married  John  $.  Bates,  and  died 
m  Rockford,  in  July,  1890.  Lovina,  the  third 
child,  died  when  eight  years  old.  Mr.  Knapp  is  a 
consistent  member  of  the  Baptist  Church,  of  which 
lus  estimable  wife  was  also  a  valued  member.  From 
a  genealogy  of  the  Knapp  family,  we  find  they  are 
of  Saxon  origin,  throe  brothers  having  come  to 
America,  William,  Nicholas  and  Roger,  in  1630. 
Then  descendants  are  numerous,  and  settled  in  the 
various  different  States  of  this  continent.  Mr 
Knapp  is  a  most  excellent  man,  highly  spoken  of 
by  a  1  who  know  him,  his  habits  being  unexcep¬ 
tionable,  and  his  whole  life  most  exemplary 
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A-  WANSTROM,  junior  partner  of  the 
lltlr?  ,T,°f  J0hn80n  &  TPanstrom,  dealers  in 
C'0tlm,S  aml  merchant  tailoring  goods,  lo¬ 
cated  at  No.  420  East  State  Street,  has  been  a  part- 
noi  m  this  concern  since  the  1st  of  May,  1885 
Ho  is  a  wide-awake  and  enterprising  young  busi- 
Z  ln,mt  ftn< l°n0  WGU  kn0wn  Hiroughout  the 
.  'nU7  r  110  was  bom  in  Sweden  on  the  17th 
of  March,  1861,  and  was  still  quite  young  when 

:LT°Zrll0(AthmtiCt°Ani0i'iCn  vith  his  Parents, 

Oust  and  Gustava  (Barson)  Wanstrom.  The  fam¬ 
ily  came  at  once  to  Rockford,  where  they  have 
since  resided.  ITis  father,  a  carpenter  by  trade,  is 
now  living  a  retired  life  at  his  home  on  Third 
venue.  Both  himself  and  wife  are  about  sixty- 
hpyonxs  of  age.  They  are  members  of  the 
Tu-st  Lutheran  Church  and  are  highly  respected 
People.  Of  their  family  two  sons  and  two  daugh¬ 
ters  are  yet  living.  ° 

Our  subject  Was  reared  to  manhood  in  this  city 
and  when  a  youth  applied  himself  to  study  and 
got  a  practical  education.  In  the  early  part  of 

ml;  ,Went  t0  Ci,icag0  nnd  'vas  a  clerk  in  a 
neat-market  m  that  city  for  two  years,  after  which 

ILivinZ  to  l^kfo^andl>as  here  since  resided. 
Having  learned  the  trade  of  a  cabinet-maker,  he 


became  connected  with  the  Central  Furniture 
Company  and  was  one  of  its  stockholders.  He 
also  was  employed  in  the  Forest  City  Furniture 
Company  and  is  now  a  Director  in  the  Royal  Sew¬ 
ing  Machine  Company,  which  was  organized  in 
this  city  ,n  the  summer  of  1890.  He  is  also  inter¬ 
ested  m  other  concerns,  and  by  close  attention  to 
business  has  already  won  a  handsome  competence. 

Ir.  Wanstrom  was  married  in  this  city  in  1888 
the  lady  of  his  choice  being  Miss  Emma  Anderson! 
who  was  bom  and  reared  in  Rockford  and  is  a 
faugh  ter  of  Andrew  Anderson.  I-Ter  father  is 
now  a  successful  farmer,  living  in  the  town  of 
Newport,  and  is  a  prominent  citizen  there.  Him¬ 
self  and  wife  are  members  of  the  First  Lutheran 
Church  of  Rockford  and  take  an  active  interest  in 
its  work. 

at  Nn  qno  Wanstr0m  0cciw  a  pleasant  home 
at  No.  909  Kishwaukce  Street,  where  hospitality 
abounds  and  good  cheer  reigns  supreme.  They 
are  active  members  of  the  First  Lutheran  Church, 
in  which  Mr.  Wanstrom  has  been  a  Trustee  for 
nine  years.  In  politics,  he  is  a  supporter  of  Re¬ 
publican  principles.  He  has  been  the  architect  of 
his  own  fortunes,  and  that  he  has  worked  truly 
and  well  is  shown  by  the  success  that  has  crowned 
i is  efforts.  He  is  recogn ized  as  one  of  the  leadin 
business  men  of  the  city,  and  is  now  one  of  ii 
prosperous  residents,  enjoying  a  competence  well 
earned  and  richly  deserved. 


ARTIN  HILLIARD,  who  is  engagedin  the 
1  r™leSSatNO>412  Street, 


t  -  street;, 

has  carried  on  operations  in  that  line  in 
Rockford  for  about  twenty  years  His 
«e  h.  been  toll  „f  varied  sntl  i,  JJjngS  ““ 
■CHM  and  its  record,  wc  f„el  ^  > 

ccived  with  interest  by  many  0llr  readcl.s  ^ 
bas  sailed  all  over  the  globe  and  traveled  throuwh 
^veial  countries.  From  bis  native  home  In 
&™=den  be  went  to  Germany,  and  later  took  pass- 
Hamburg  on  a  sailing-vessel  which  three 
months  later  landed  him  in  Khw  York  City.  He 
afterwards  went  to  sea,  shipping  bofore 
and  became  second  mate  o„  a  merchant  ship,  of 
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which  he  formed  one  of  the  crow  for  several  years. 
It  sailed  in  nearly  all  the  waters  of  the  globe  and 
he  landed  at  the  chief  seaports  of  the  world,  espec¬ 
ially  in  the  European  countries,  the  Sooth  Ameri¬ 
can  provinces  and  Australia.  He  rounded  Capo 
Horn  and  Cape  Good  Hope,  and  went  through  all 
the  experiences  of  the  old  ter.  After  one  voyage 
which  lasted  for  thirteen  months,  he  left  his  vessel 
at  Liverpool,  England,  and  thence  again  crossed 
the  water  to  New  Orleans  and  proceeded  up  the 
Mississippi  River,  on  -whose  waters  lie  then  sailed 
for  two  years,  from  the  mouth  to  St.  Paul. 

Later,  Mr.  Hilliard  ’s  mode  of  life  was  completely 
changed,  and  he  became  a  member  of  the  United 
States  Artillery,  serving  for  five  years  at  Key  West, 
Ida.  On  his  discharge  from  the  service,  ho  opened 
a  grocery  store  in  that  place,  where  lie  did  business 
for  some  time.  While  in  the  army,  nearly  the 
whole  of  his  company  died  of  yellow  fever  and 
Mr.  Hilliard  himself  took  the  fever,  barely  escap¬ 
ing  death.  He  afterwards  sold  his  interest  in  the 
store  and  came  to  the  North,  locating  in  Chicago, 
where  lie  opened  a  grocery  on  the  corner  Of  Chi¬ 
cago  and  La  Salle  Avenues.  Subsequently,  lie  did 
business  at  the  corner  of  Superior  and  North  Clark 
Streets,  but  later  sold  out  and  went  to  California 
across  the  plains.  After  a  wearisome  journey  of 
six  months,  he  arrived  at  his  destination  and  for 
ten  years  engaged  in  mining  in  Placer  County, 
not  far  from  the  American  River.  After  that  var¬ 
ied  but  successful  period  in  his  life,  he  started  on 
the  return  trip  by  way  of  the  Isthmus  of  Panama. 
At  Aspinwail  he  took  the  smallpox  and  was  con¬ 
fined  in  the  hospital  for  thirty-ono  days.  He  then 
pioceeded  to  New  York,  where  ho  had  a  severe 
attack  of  Shagcrs  fever,  from  which  he  had  not 
recovered  on  reaching  Rockford. 

In  Chicago,  Mr.  Hilliard  wedded  a  Swedish  lady, 
Miss  Amelia  Long,  who  was  a  good  wife  and  help¬ 
mate  to  her  husband  until  her  death,  which  occurred 
in  the  autumn  of  1873.  She  left  two  small  children: 
Joseph,  the  elder,  a  promising  young  man,  grad¬ 
uated  from  the  Rockford  Business  College  and 
now  assists  his  father  in  the  store;  Emma  A., 
who  for  some  time  lias  been  house-keeper  for  her 
father  and  brother,  is  a  cultured  young  lady,  well 
educated.  The  family  attend  the  First  Lutheran 


Church  and  are  held  in  high  regard  in  the  circles 
of  society  in  which  they  move.  Mr.  Hilliard  is  a 
member  of  the  Odd  Fellows'  Society,  and,  in  politics, 
is  a  supporter  of  Republican  principles.  Ho  is  now 
seventy-throe  years  of  age,  but  his  years  rest 
lightly  upon  him  and  his  faculties  arc  still  unim¬ 
paired.  He  has  led  a  busy  and  useful  life  and  has 
seen  much  of  the  world.  His  varied  experiences 
have  made  him  a  well-informed  man  and  a  pleas¬ 
ant  and  entertaining  companion. 


VELLS  FISH.  In  scanning  the  lives  and 
enterprises  of  the  citizens  of  Rockford,  it 
is  pleasant  to  note  tho  exorcise  of  enterprise 
in  every  walk  of  life,  and  the  achievement  of  suc¬ 
cess  in  every  department  of  business.  This  wc  arc 
able  to  discern  in  tho  career  of  our  subject,  who 
was  formerly  a  farmer  but  is  now  retired.  He  came, 
here  from  his  farm  in  Winnebago  Township,  this 
county,  early  in  the  year  1892,  located  on  Roekton 
Avenue,  and  has  since  been  connected  with  tho 
Rockford  Galvanizing  Works. 

Our  subject  made  his  first  appearance  in  Winne¬ 
bago  County  in  the  fall  of  1868,  and  purchased  a 
good  farm  of  one  hundred  and  fifteen  acres  on 
section  4,  of  Winnebago  Township,  where  he  re¬ 
sided  for  twenty- throe  years.  He  made  many  im¬ 
provements,  erected  good  buildings  of  all  kinds, 
and  was  considered  one  of  the  most  progressive 
and  successful  agriculturists  of  his  section.  Durum 
the  last  twelve  years  of  his  life  on  the  farm,  he 
carried  on  a  dairy  business  and  was  as  successful 
in  this  as  in  all  previous  enterprises. 

The  Keystone  State  claims  him  as  her  son,  and 
ho  was  born  in  Pike  County,  of  that  State,  on  tho 
15th  of  January,  1831.  He  was  but  a  small  child 
when  he  moved  with  his  parents  to  Now  York 
State,  and  settled  with  them  in  Tompkins  County, 
where  he  remained  until  he  came  West  to  Illinois. 
His  parents,  Joseph  J.aud  Sarah  (Cole)  Fish,  wore 
natives  of  Pennsylvania,  and  were  of  German  and 
English  descent,  respectively.  After  the  marriage 
of  this  worthy  couple,  they  continued  to  make 
their  homo  in  Pennsylvania  for  a  number  of  years 
and  then  moved  to  New  York  State,  where  both 


passed  the  remainder  of  their  lives.  The  father  was 
a  mason  by  tradeand  an  honest,  hardworking  man. 
He  was  a  Methodist  in  religion,  and  a  Whi»  in 
politics.  The  mother  was  also  a  Methodist  in'her 
religious  yiews^  Both  died  on  the  old  homestead 
1,1  l0mpkais  County,  the  father  when  Ststy-two 
years  of  age,  and  the  mother  about  twelve  Sirs 
later.  They  were  worthy  and  much  esteemed 
people.  Her  father  was  a  patriot  of  the  Revolu¬ 
tion  and  was  in  Gen.  Washington's  army. 

Nine  children  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fish 
five  sons  and  four  daughters,  and  three  of  the  sons! 
William,  John  and  James,  were  in  the  Civil  War 
the  last  two  serving  through  the  entire  conflict! 
William  was  Captain  of  the  company  in  his  regi- 
ment  (the  One  Hundred  and  Ninth)  and  was 
killed  while  gallantly  leading  the  same  in  the 
first  charge  on  Petersburg,  ya.,  during  the  dis¬ 
astrous  explosion  of  the  mines  under  that  place. 
He  was  then  a  single  man.  James  and  John  re¬ 
turned  to  the  parental  roof,  btvUhe  former  is  now 
deceased  Another  son,  Joseph  C,  now  resides  in 
Kansas  City,  Mo.  All  the  daughters  are  de¬ 
ceased. 

Wells  Fish  was  married  firs  tin  Tompkins  County 
N.  1.,  to  Miss  Margaret  Theal,  who  was  born  in  , 
Westchester  County  but  reared  in  Tompkins  : 
County.  Mated  in  temperament  and  in  nature  i 
this  union  proved  most  happy,  and  as  the  years’  < 
passed  one  child  was  born  to  them,  Willard,  who  a 
died  when  about  nine  years  of  age.  Mrs.  Fish  p 
passed  away  from  this  life  while  yet  in  the  vigor  t 
of  her  womanhood,  when  about  forty-nine  years  8> 
Of  age,  her  death  occurring  in  Winnebago  County  C 
llm  second  marriage  of  Mr.  Wells  occurred  in  d 
Wuinobago  County,  to  Mrs.  Mary  Colson,  «ee  0’ 

r-n  fe’  Jh°  was  bom  and  rear0fl  in  Steuben  di 
lln  N.  Y.  She  was  first  married  to  Ezra  fp 

TnZ’  W,i°  T  "  NeW  Y°rk  Stoto  Ulerchailfc  Tl 
V ho  served  through  the  Rebellion,  dying  a  few  In 

child  A ^  r<fU'niu8:  from  tJ,e  an»y-  He  loft  one  m 
child,  Ada,  who  is  now  the  wife  of  James  Rodgers,  in 

Wovt?  rrfr  0f  th°  Rockfoid  Galvanizing  thi 
Woiks,  which  he  has  controlled  for  the  past  three  sis 
.roars.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rodgers  now  resided  Rock! 
ford  and  are  prominenl  and  much  esteemed  young  the 
people.  To  Mr.  Fish's  present  union  has  been  aft 
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born  one  child,  Harry,  who  is  attending  the  public 
schools  of  the  city,  Mr.  Fish  is  a  Republican  in 
|  politics  and  two  years  previous  to  coming  to  Rock¬ 
ford  he  was  Assessor  for  two  years.  He  was  also 
lownslnp  Trustee  for  fifteen  years.  He  and  Mrs. 
bish  attend  the  Presbyterian  Church. 


’  "RA, SACKEIT  has  been  a  resident  of 

’  IIlL  R°Ckf0vd  smce  the  sPr,ng  of  18o5,  when  he 
5  {M^)  0ame  to  this  cWy  and  established  business 

t  as  a  painter  and  house  decorator.  He  began  on  a 
I-  small  scale,  but  has  steadily  worked  up  a  growing 

.  Many 

the  private  residences  and  pcbHo  buildings  of 
-  tbe  city  have  been  beautified  by  his  handiwork,  for 
.  he  is  an  expert  in  this  line. 

Mr.  Sackett  was  born  in  Volney  Township,  Os¬ 
wego  County,  N.  Y.,  in  1822,  and  at  the  age  of 
fifteen  removed  with  his  parents  to  Chautauqua 
County,  where  he  was  reared  and  educated.  The 
baekett  family  was  founded  in  America  by  three 
brothers  Of  English  birth  who  emigrated 'to  this 
country  prior  to  the  Revolutionary  Wav  His 
father,  Anson  Sackett,  was  a  native  of  Vermont 
and  m  that  State  married  Theodosia  Rubles  who 
came  of  a  good  old  New  England  family.  Soon 
after  their  marriage,  they  removed  to  the  Empire 
State,  locating  on  a  farm  in  Oswego  County,  and 
there  a  1  their  children  were  born.  As  before 
stated,  the  family  subsequently  went  to  Chautauqua 
County,  where  the  parents  spent  their  remaining 
days,  residing  on  a  farm  in  the  township  of  Hal 

!  °V®r  Uatf  calIed  t0  their  rest.  Mr.  Sackett 
died  at  the  age  of  eighty-four  and  his  wife  died 
five  years  previous,  in  her  Seventy-sixth  year 
Ihey  were  members  of  the  Episcopal  Church  and 
lived  unassuming,  upright  lives.  Their  family 
numbered  thirteen  children,  four  of  whom  died  in 
infancy.  Of  the  nine  who  grew  to  mature  years, 
three  aons  and  three  daughter  are  yet  living  One 
sister,  Mrs.  William  Swits,  resides  in  Rockford. 

No  event  of  special  importance  occurred  during 
the  child, lood  of  our  subject.  In  Westfield,  N.  Y 
after  arriving  at  man's  estate,  he  married  Miss’ 
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Simena  R.  Ward,  daughter  of  Richard  and  Lois 
(Wilcox)  Ward,  natives  of  Connecticut.  After 
their  marriage,  her  parents  removed  to  what  was 
then  Log  City,  Madison  County,  N.  Y.,  whero  Mr. 
Ward  established  a  tannery  and  carried  on  a  shoe 
store.  Subsequently,  lie  removed  with  his  family 
to  Chautauqua  County,  where  he  followed  agri¬ 
cultural  pursuits  until  his  death,  at  the  ago  of 
eiglity-two.  His  wife  had  passed  away  a  good 
many  years  previous,  when  sixty  years  of  age. 
They  wore  members  of  the  Congregational  Church 
and  were  known  as  kind,  hospitable  and  Christian 
people.  With  one  exception,  all  of  their  thirteen 
children  grew  to  manhood  and  womanhood  and 
wore  all  married  but  two.  There  is  but  one  sister 
of  Mrs.  Sackett  now  living,  Mrs.  R.  E.  Morris,  of 
Pond  du  Lac,  Wis. 

Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sackett  have  been  born  four 
children:  Minnie,  who  died  at  the  ago  of  two  and 
a  half  years;  Jennie  S.,  wife  of  Dr.  Clinton  B. 
Helms,  a  successful  dentist  of  Rockford:,  residing 
on  Walnut  Street  with  his  wife  and  their  two  chib 
dren,  Charles  and  Raymond;  Charles  T.,  who  occu¬ 
pies  a  clerical  position  with  the  Rockford  Insurance 
Company,  wedded  May  Manny,  by  whom  be  has 
one  daughter,  Edith,  and  their  home  is  on  North 
Church  Street;  Harry  B.,  the  youngest,  is  a  special 
agent  for  the  Rockford  Insurance  Company.  The 
family  is  widely  and  .favorably  known  throughout 
this  community.  The  parents  are  both  members 
of  the  Episcopal  Church  and  Air.  Sackett  has  served 
as  Vestryman.  In  politics,  he  is  a  Republican,  and, 
socially,  is  a  M&stor  Mason.  He  owns  a  good  busi¬ 
ness  bouse  at  No.  119  First  Street  and  uncomforta¬ 
ble  and  modem  home  at  No.  205  South  First 
Street.  His  success  in  life  lias  all  been  due  to  his 
own  efforts  and  he  may  well  be  termed  a  self-made 
man. 

EORG-E  H.  S.  KENT,  of  Roscoe,  was  born 
in  Erie  County,  Pa.,  April  7,  1821.  The 
founder  of  the  family  in  America  was  Asa 
Kent,  who  was  brought  when  a  babe  from  England 
to  America  about  two  years  after  the  landing  of 
the  “Mayflower.”  The  grandfather  of  our  sub¬ 
ject,  who  also  bore  the  name  of  Asa  Kent,  was 


born  in  Connecticut  in  1759.  lie  removed  from 
Oneida  County,  N.  Y.,  to  Ashtabula  County,  Ohio, 
where  ho  died  at  the  ago  of  sixty-eight  years, 
leaving  n  wife  and  six  children,  two  sons  and  four 
daughters.  Asa  Kent,  Jr.,  father  of  our  subject, 
was  born  in  Oneida  County,  N.  Y.,  in  1792,  and  at 
the  ago  of  twenty-two  years  wont  to  Erie  County, 
Pa.,  where  ho  bought  one  hundred  ncres  of  tim¬ 
ber  land  at  $4  per  acre.  Many  years  afterward,  he 
came  to  Illinois,  locating  in  Wimjebago  County, 
where  he  died  at  the  age  of  sixty,  leaving  three 
sons  and  a  daughter,  namely:  George  JI.  S.,  of 
this  sketch ;  Sarah,  who  was  born  in  1825;  Hiram, 
who  was  born  in  1830,  and  died  in  Roscoe,  of 
smallpox  in  1853,  at  the  age  of  twent3'-thrce  years; 
and  Elphinstonc,  named  for  Lord  Elphinstonc,  of 
England,  who  is  a  farmer  of  Potter  County,  S.  Dale. 

Our  subject  spent  the  first  twenty-three  years 
of  his  life  upon  his  father’s  farm  in  Erie  County, 
which  ho  helped  to  clear.  On  completing  his  edu¬ 
cation,  acquired  in  the  common  schools,  he  en¬ 
gaged  in  teaching  for  four  successive  winters.  The 
spring  of  1844  witnessed  his  arrival  in  Roscoe. 
He  came  on  the  old  steamer  '‘Madison”  com¬ 
manded  by  Capt.  Wilkinson,  of  Erie,  who  spent 
almost  a  lifetime  on.  the  Lakes  and  died  on  his 
boat.  They  wore  seven  days  coming  from  Erie 
to  Chicago,  and  Mr.  Rent  rode  from  there  to  Rol- 
vidcre  with  a  farmer  who  had  been  to  market.  Ho 
traversed  the  distance  between  Belvidcro  and 
Roscoe  on  foot  Here  he  purchased  a  team  and 
followed  teaming  to  Chicago  and  many  other 
points  in  the  Northwest,  carrying  prospecting 
parties.  Ho  made  his  first  purchase  of  laud  in 
1849,  becoming  possessor  of  forty  acres,  for  which 
he  paid  #10  per  acre.  It  is  still  his  property,  but 
is  worth  five  times  that  sum  to-day.  He  after¬ 
wards  added  to  his  landed  possessions  from  time 
to  time,  until  now  four  hundred  and  fifty  acres 
yield  to  him  a  good  income.  Ho  continued  to 
engage  in  active  farming  until  1891,  when  he 
bought  his  present  residence,  which  was  the  home 
of  Mrs.  Kent’s  parents  from  1847  until  1874. 

In  this  bouse,  in  the  fall  of  1853,  Mr.  Kent  and 
Miss  B,  P.  Smith  were  united  in  marriage.  The 
lady  was  born  in  Mercer  County,  Pa.,  in  1830, 
and  when  a  maiden  of  sixteen  summers  came  to 


Rosooo  with  l.or  pronto,  John  C.  and  Charlotte 
(Oroy)  Smith,  the  former  a  native  of  the  Key¬ 
stone  State,  and  the  latter  of  Vermont.  With 
their  eight  children,  they  came  West  during  a 
p  easant  autumn,  and  after  an  enjoyable  journey 
of  twenty- three  days,  arrived  at  their  destination, 
hut  soon  after  locating  hero  the  family  were  all 
token  with  chills  and  foyer.  The  parents  died 
at  the  home  of  Mi's,  Kent  in  February,  1881.  Both 
died  of  paralysis  within  a  few  houra  of  cadi  other, 
at  the  age  of  eighty-one  years,  and  were  buried 
in  the  same  grave. 

Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kent  have  been  born  six 
children,  but  three  are  now  deceased.  Charles 
and  Fred  died  in  childhood,  and  William  Forest 
died  of  typhoid  fever  in  Fargo,  N.  Dak.,  in  Janu¬ 
ary,  1883,  at  the  age  of  twenty-three  years:  Francis 
Smith,  born  in  1854,  is  operating  the  home  farm; 
Mary  E.,  born  in  1855,  has  been  suffering  from  in¬ 
sanity  since  1883;  and  Ernestine  D.  is  now  the 
wife  of  Victor  G.  Coe,  of  Iowa  City,  Iowa,  who  was 
graduated  from  the  State  Uni  verity  and  is  now 
pursuing  a  law  course.  The  parents  of  this  fans- 
.  7  ttr0  mombo,s  of  ti»o  Congregational  Church. 
Mr.  Kent  has  been  a  life-long  Republican,  and  is  a 
stanch  supporter  of  that  party.  He  may  truly  be 
called  a  self-made  man,  for  by  his  own  efforts  ho 
has  worked  his  way  upward  to  a  position  of  afflu¬ 
ence,  and  certainly  deserves  great  credit  for  the 
prosperity  which  has  crowned  his  labors. 
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j^E REED.  At  one  time  this  gentle¬ 
man  was  a  leading  contractor  and  builder 
of  Rockford,  and  many  evidences  of  his 
nbility {ind  skiU  in  that  direction  arc  to  be 
seen  in  the  city.  He  was  regarded  as  a  first-class 
workman,  a  reliable  and  straightforward  man,  and 
an  excellent  citizen.  For  many  years  he  was  one 
of  the  foremost  contractors  and  builders  of  Rock¬ 
ford  and  had  in  his  employ  most  of  the  time  from 
forty  to  fifty  men.  'Were  it  necessary  to  add  more 
as  to  his  ability  as  a  mechanic  or  builder,  perhaps 
the  greatest  compliment  that  could  be  paid  him 
would  be  to  point  out  those  monuments  of  his 


handiwork  which  now  grace  the  city.  He  was 
seriously  injured  by  a  fall  from  a  grain  elevator 
he  was  building,  and  died  on  the  morning  of  the 
<th  of  November,  1889.  Honored  and  respected 
ahko  m  business  and  social  circles,  his  sudden 
death  was  lamented  by  all. 

Mr.  Reed  was  born  in  the  Valley  nf  Karlmeir, 
Sweden,  September  16, 1838,  and  his  parents,  who 
were  natives  also  of  that  country,  are  still  residing 
there  and  are  quite  aged.  The  father  is  a  farmer 
by  occupation.  Peter  M.  Reed  attained  to  man- 
hood  and  learned  the  carpenter’s  trade  in  his  na¬ 
tive  country.  I„  1864,  he  emigrated  to  America, 
and,  coming  to  Illinois,  located  in  Rockford,  where 
ho  became  the  owner  of  some  valuable  property, 
and  whore  his  widow  is  now  residing.  He  also 
owned  stock  in  the  shoe  and  upholstery  factory 
of  that  city. 

For  some  time  after  coming  to  Rockford,  Mr. 
Reed  was  engaged  as  a  bridge-builder  throughout 
the  West  and  owned  a  construction  car,  which  was 
well-equipped  for  boarding  his  men.  He  was  very 
successful,  but  the  work  was  not  congenial  to  him 
and  he  entered  the  building  and  contracting  busi¬ 
ness  in  this  city.  In  the  meantime,  lie  had  gone  to 
Chicago,  and  for  four  years  was  in  the  employ  of 
the  Street  Car  Company,  laying  tracks  and  buildino- 
houses  for  their  use,  etc.  In  1873,  lie  returned  to 
Rockford  and  there  remained  until  his  death. 

In  Chicago,  Mr.  Reed  was  married  to  Miss  Jo¬ 
hanna  Peterson,  a  native  of  Sweden,  born  near  the 
birthplace  of  her  husband,  on  the  11th  of  Novem¬ 
ber,  1838,  and  she  was  there  reared  and  educated. 
Her  parents,  John  and  Christina  (Daniels)  Peter¬ 
son,  were  natives  of  that  country  and  the  father 
»s  a  farmer.  Both  are  Jiving,  the  father  being 
eighty  years  of  age.  They  are  members  of  the 
Swedish  Lutheran  Church.  Mrs,  Reed  belongs  to 
the  Lutheran  Church  and  her  husband  held  mem¬ 
bership  in  the  same.  In  his  political  views,  Mr. 
Reed  was  a  Republican,  and,  social^,  ho  was  a 
member  of  tho  Independent  Order  of  Mutual  Aid. 

He  was  the  father  of  seven  children,  two,  Dalia 
and  Anton,  and  one  unnamed,  having  passed 
away  before  him.  The  others  are  Ansel,  a  prom¬ 
ising  young  man,  who  is  now  engaged  in  the  silver 
plate  business  in  Connecticut;  P.  Victor,  a  ma- 
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.chinist  for  the  Barnes’  Manufacturing  Company  of 
Rockford ;  Selma  and  Turn,  who  are  at  home. 

On  another  page  a  portrait  of  Mr.  Reed  is  pre¬ 
sented  to  our  readers. 

J  ACOB  BLE W FIE LD ,  now  retired  and  liv¬ 
ing  comfortably  with  his  daughter  at  No. 
.130  North  Horsman  Street,  has  only  been 
with  the  latter  about  a  yoar,  having  pre¬ 
viously  made  his  home  on  AuhnmlfStreet,  in 
the  suburbs  of  the  northwest  part  of  the  city, 
where  he  owns  eleven  acres  of  very  valuable  prop¬ 
erty. 

Mr.  Blewfield  was  born  in  Rockland  County,  N. 
1.,  June  9,  1818,  and  came  of  an  old  au<f  promi¬ 
nent  New  York  State  family.  Ilis  grandfather 
Blewfield  was  a  soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  War, 
and  served  with  the  Colonists  in  many  engagements. 
He  was  wounded  in  an  engagement  on  the  Hudson 
River,  and  his  death  resulted  from  these  wounds  a 
few  years  later.  He  wras  an  car,|y  settler  of  Rock¬ 
land  County,  N.  Y.,  and  there  sp&nt  all  his  active 
life,  He  came  of  German  parentage.  He  left  a 
large  family  of  children,  and  one,  John,  was  the 
father  of  our  subject.  The  latter,  with  the  elder 
members  of  the  family,  spelled  their  names  Biofield. 
He  was  born  near  Haverstraw,  in  Rockland  County, 
and  was  engaged  in  different  occupations  until  his 
death, when  about  four-score  years  of  age.  For  some 
time  he  was  engaged  m  building  the  lighthouse  on 
Stony  Point,  in  the  Hudson  River,  where  his 
maternal  grandfather  had  fought  during  the  Rev¬ 
olution.  John  Blewfield,  or  Bloficld,  was  a  man  of 
sterling  traits  of  character,  and  was  a  worthy  citizen 
of  his  community.  He  was  married  on  the  Hud¬ 
son  River  to  Miss  Hannah  Dikens,  who  was  also  a 
native  of  Haverstraw,  Rockland  County,  and  who 
inherited  French  blood  from  her  paternal,  and 
Dutch  from  her  maternal,  ancestors.  Her  father 
Richard  Dikens,  was  a  soldier  in  the  Revolutionary 
War,  and  his  knowledge  of  Stony  Point,  N.  Y., 
and  of  the  most  accessible  route  to  it,  was  the 
cause  of  Ins  being  selected  as  the  leader  of  the 
American  forces  in  the  successful  attack  on  that 
position.  Ho  died  at  an  advanced  age,  near  the 


Hudson  River,  in  Rockland  County,  and  was  an 
excellent  specimen  of  the  old  settlers  of  that  day. 
Many  wore  the  interesting  stories  told  by  this  gen¬ 
tleman  and  his  worthy  wife  of  the  early  days, 
and  our  snbjeet  remembers  mo3t  of  them.  Ho  also 
remembers  when  he  wore  pants  made  from  (lax 
that  bad  been  woven  by  his  grandmother. 

The  mother  of  our  subject,  Hannah  Blewfield, 
was  one  of  ten  children,  four  sons  and  six  daugh¬ 
ters,  all  of  whom  lived  to  be  aged  people.  Eight 
were  married  and  reared  large  families,  but  all  are 
now  deceased. 

Our  subject  was  one  of  the  following  family: 
Polly,  John,  Peggy,  Abbey,  Nancy,  Tilley,  Jacob, 
Abraham  and  Samuel.  All  these  reached  mature 
years,  married,  and  all  had  families.  Jacob  and 
his  brother  Abraham  arc  the  only  ones  now  living. 
The  latter  apsides  at  Haverstraw,  N.  Y.,  and  is 
a  successful  agriculturist.  Jacob  was  reared  in 
his  native  county,  and  when  nearly  of  age,  or 
about  sixty-three  years  ago,  began  boating  on  the 
Hudson  River,  the  name  of  his  first  boat  being 
“Mad  Anthony,”  on  which  he  remained  and 
cooked  for  some  time.  Later,  ho  became  a  man 
before  the  mast,  and  subsequently  master  of  the 
boat  “Fair  Play,”  that;  plied  between  Albany  and 
New  York  City.  Tie  saw  the  first  steamboat  that 
made  that  trip.  Ho  has  over  been  industrious  and 
ambitious,  and  what  he  has  accumulated  is  the  re¬ 
sult  of  hard  work  on  his  part.  He  assisted  in 
building  many  of  the  public  works  in  the  harbor 
of  New  York  City,  including  the  dry-dock,  and 
worked  on  what  is  known  as  Gibltt’s  Island. 

Mr.  Blewfield  is  now  seventy-four  years  of  age, 
but  remarkably  well  preserved  for  his  years,  both 
in  mind  and  body.  ,  His  memory  is  retentive,  and 
he  remembers  events  of  his  early  life  very  vividly. 
He  was  married  at  Haverstraw,  Rockland  County, 
N.  Y.,  to  Miss  Rachel  Springstead,  who  was  born 
and  reared  in  that  place.  Her  parents,  Jacob  and 
Lotta  (FOrkingson)  Springstead,  were  also  natives 
of  that  county,  in  which  they  passed  their  entire 
lives,  dying  when  quite  aged.  Of  the  largo  fam¬ 
ily  of  children  born  to  them,  four  are  now  living: 
Jacob,  David,  Sarah  and  Nancy,  all  of  whom  are 
married  and  have  families. 

Mrs.  Blewfield  died  at  her  home  in  this  city  on 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


817 


the  2GtU  of  April,  1891,  when  nearly  seventy-three 
years  of  age,  She  was  an  excellent  woman,  and 
in  every  way  a  true  companion  to  her  husband. 
She  was  a  consistent  member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church.  Of  the  eleven  children  born 
to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Blew  held,  two  are  deceased,  Lotta 
and  Malinda,  tho  latter  dying  when  young. 
The  former  married  George  Kilburn,  of  Detroit, 
Mich.  Tho  liviug  children  are;  Amelia,  wife  of 
William  Stewart;  Sarah,  wife  of  Ed  Richardson, 
a  well  driller,  of  Rockford;  S.  Gus  married  Miss 
Nellie  Winchester,  and  is  engaged  in  the  saloon 
business  in  Rockford;  Mary  married  Kit  Sawyer, 
a  business  man  of  Rockford;  Matilda  is  the  wife 
of  George  Gailor,  a  blacksmith  of  Rockford;  Jacob, 
at  home;  Dell,  wife  of  .Jerome  Blewfiold,  a  bar¬ 
tender  for  Gus  Blewfiold,  at  the  Holland  House,  of 
Rockford;  Chavles,  agent  for  the  Illinois  Central 
Railroad,  of  East  Rockford,  married  Miss  Flor¬ 
ence  Soul,  and  Hattie,  wife  of  Wallie  Furman,  a 
milk  dealer, 

Mr.  Blewfiold  is  one  of  tho  honest,  upright  citi¬ 
zens  of  tho  city,  and  is  public  spirited  and  enter¬ 
prising,  In  politics,  ho  is  a  Democrat. 


INER  CLIKEMAN,  A  prominent  posi¬ 
tion  among  tho  prosperous  and  thrifty  far¬ 
mers  of  Winnebago  County  is  occcupied 
by  tivis  gentleman,  who  owns  and  operates 
a  fine  estate  in  Owen  Township.  He  was  born  in 
Wright,  Schoharie  County,  N.  T.,  February  26, 
1882.  He  comes  of  German  ancestry,  his  grand¬ 
father,  Lawrence  Clikeman,  having  emigrated  from 
his  native  land,  Germany,  during  the  Revolution¬ 
ary  War,  in  which  he  served  as  a  soldier  in  the 
'British  army.  Daring  tho  conflict,  he  was  taken 
prisoner,  and  upon  being  liberated  became  a  legal¬ 
ized  citizen  of  tbo  United  States.  He  died  in  tho 
town  of  Knox,  Albany  County,  N.  Y. 

Peter  Clikeman,  father  of  our  subject,  was  born 
in  Albany  County,  N.  X.,  was  there  reared  and 
married  and  followed  faming  pursuits.  After  tbe 
Civil  War,  lie  came  West  to  Winnebago  County 
and  spent  his  last  years  witb  his  children.  His 


marriage  united  him  with  Jane,  daughter  of  John 
and  Magdaline  Hiliigass,  and  a  native  of  New  York, 
her  death  occurring  in  the  town  of  Wright.  She 
reared  seven  children,  namely;  Mary  A.,  Magda- 
line,  John  F.,  Miner,  Seneca,  Jacob  A,  and  Peter  H. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  in  his  na¬ 
tive  county  and  at  the  age  of  nineteen  engaged  to 
learn  the  trade  of  a  carpenter  and  joiner,  at  which 
he  served  an  apprenticeship  of  three  years  and 
then  followed  the  trade  for  one  year  in  the  Empire 
State.  In  1862,  he  removed  West  to  Illinois,  and, 
settling  in  Owen  Township,  operated  as  a  renter 
for  about  six  years  and  also  worked  a  time  at  liis 
trade.  His  next  venture  was  the  purchase  of  the 
farm  where  ho  now  resides,  which  at  that  time 
was  entirely  unimproved,  having  not  a  single  tree 
nor  any  building  upon  it.  He  lias  planted  fruit, 
shade  and  ornamental  trees,  erected  a  fine  set  of 
farm  buildings,  and  brought  the  two  hundred  and 
sixty  acres  to  fine  cultivation.  In  1886,  lie  bought 
one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  in  Jackson  County, 
Minn.,  which  are  well  improved  and  embellished 
with  suitable  buildings,  and  that  place  he  now 
rents. 

June  4, 1852,  Mr.  Clikeman  was  united  in  mar¬ 
riage  with  Ann  Elizabeth  Allen,  avUo  was  born  in 
Berne,  Albany  County,  N.  YT.  Her  father,  William 
Allen,  was,  it  is  thought,  born  in  tho  same  comity. 
John  Allen,  her  grandfather,  was  a  farmer  in  Knox, 
Albany  County,  N.  Y.,  and  there  spent  his  last 
years,  William  Allen  learned  the  trade  of  a  car¬ 
penter,  which  be  followed  during  most  of  his  entire 
life.  He  is  now  living  at  Reidsville,  N.  Y.,  with 
his  daughter  and  has  reached  the  advanced  age  of 
eighty- three  years.  The  mother  of  Mrs.  Clikeman, 
whose  maiden  name  was  Eliza  Ann  Angle,  was 
born  in  Albany  County,  N,  Y.,  the  daughter  of 
Philip  and  Lydia  (Miller)  Angle,  and  passed  her 
days  in  Albany  County. 

Tbe  family  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Clikeman  includes 
the  following  living  children:  Charles,  Sidney, 
Austin,  Yernie  A,  aud  William  C.  Adella  and 
Laura  are  deceased.  Charles  Clikeman  is  a  car¬ 
penter  and  joiner,  but  is  at  present  managing  his 
father’s  farm.  Sidney,  now  residing  in  Rockford, 
is  a  thorough  and  skilled  mechanic.  Austin  is  an 
extensive  farmer  at  Greene,  Butler  County,  Iowa, 
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Vernie  A.,  now  residing  at  Rockford,  bus  followed 
school  teaching  for  ten  years,  and  is  one  of  the 
best  teachers  in  'Winnebago  County;  he  is  an  ex¬ 
emplary  young  man,  of  good  moral  habits,  and  is 
connected  with  the  Court  Street  Methodist  Episco¬ 
pal  Church.  William  C.  is  a  professional  tonsorial 
artist  of  Chicago.  The  position  occupied  by  the 
fatuity  in  social  circles  is  an  enviable  one,  and  they 
enjoy  the  esteem  of  a  host  of  warm  personal 
friends.  In  his  political  belief,  Mr.  Clikeman  is  a 
Republican,  and  his  progressive  spirit  and  en¬ 
ergetic  disposition  have  been  instrumental  in  the 
promotion  of  the  public  welfare. 


GUST  BERGQUIST,  Superintendent  of  the 
furnishing  department  of  the  Rockford 
Manufacturing  Company,  has  held  that 
position  since  its  organization  in  1889  and  is  a 
Stockholder  in  the  same.  For  nineteen  years,  he 
was  a  painter  for  Emerson,  Talcott  &  Co.,  and  this 
has  been  his  principal  occupation  through  life. 
Since  1869,  he  has  lived  in  Rockford  and  he  now 
has  a  comfortable  home  at  No.  904  Seventh  Street. 
He  is  a  man  of  push,  enterprise  and  reliability,  and 
a  popular  member  of  the  company. 

Mr.  Bergquist  was  born  in  Vermland,  Sweden, 
July  7,  1836,  and  while  growing  up  learned  the 
painter’s  trade.  He  is  a  brother  of  Oscar  Berg- 
qnist,  in  whose  sketch  will  be  found  a  full  history 
of  the  family.  Our  subject  was  married,  in  his  na¬ 
tive  country,  to  Miss  Mary  Swenson,  who  was  born 
and  reared  in  the  same  neighborhood  and  who  was 
the  only  one  of  her  family  to  set  foot  upon  Amer¬ 
ican  soil.  Her  mother  was  born  in  1802  and  died 
in  Sweden  in  1888.  The  father,  Swen  Olson,  was 
bom  in  1799  and  is  still  living.  He  has  been  a 
member  of  the  Swedish  Lutheran  Church  all  his 
life  and  his  wife  was  a  worthy  member  of  the  same. 
He  has  a  sou  and  two  daughter's  living  in  Sweden, 
all  quite  aged  now. 

After  marriage, Mr,  Bergquist  and  his  wife  lived 
in  their  native  province  until  after  the  birth  of 
three  of  their  children  when  they  came  to  the 
United  States,  settling  in  Rockford,  Ill.  Mr.  Berg¬ 
quist  came  over  in  1869  and  liis  wife  with  her  chil¬ 


dren  followed  him  in  the  fall  of  that  year.  Since 
coming  to  this  country,  they  have  had  four  chil¬ 
dren,  seven  in  all,  but  two  are  deceased:  Mathias 
died  when  six  months  old  in  Sweden;  a  son,  Fred 
L.,a  promising  young  man,  died  in  Rockford  when 
seventeen  years  of  age.  The  children  living  are 
Emma,  wife  of  August  N.  A.  Larson,  who  is  a 
cabinet-maker  and  assistant  Superintendent  of  the 
Desk  and  Furniture  Company  of  Rockford;  S. 
Oscar,  Secrotary  and  Treasurer  of  the  Desk  and 
Furniture  Company,  of  Rockford  (see  sketch); 
Gustaf  A.,  a  painter  of  the  Sknndin  Flow  Company, 
married  Hilmn  Johnson ;  Axel  T.,  at  home,  single, 
and  Andrew  W.,  at  home,  single. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bergquist  were  among  the  early 
settlors  of  Rockford  and  have  witnessed  the  won¬ 
derful  changes  made  in  the  city  during  their  resi¬ 
dence  here.  They  are  honest,  upright  people  and 
arc  universally  respected.  Alty  the  family  hold 
membership  in  the  Zion  Luthei%n  Church.  Mr. 
Bergquist  is  active  in  politics  and  casts  bis  vote 
With  the  Republican  party. 


eHARLES  A.  FORSBERG  is  the  Superintend¬ 
ent  of  the  Rockford  Machine  Company,  of 
Rockford,  which  lie  established  in  Novem¬ 
ber,’  1889.  Two  years  later,  it  was  incorporated 
with  a  capital  stock  of  $10,000,  since  which  time 
he  has  been  President  and  Superintendent,  while 
F.  A.  Lindstcdt  occupies  the  position  of  Secretary. 
Their  plant  is  located  at  Nos.  902  and  904  Tenth 
Street,  and  they  employ  thirteen  men,  who  are  en¬ 
gaged  in  the  manufacture  of  wood-working  ma¬ 
chinery,  making  a  specialty  of  that  used  in  furni¬ 
ture  factories. 

Mr,  Forsberg  was  born  in  Sweden,  September  2, 
1856,  and  is  a  son  of  Gustaf  Forsberg,  who  was 
born  in  that  country  in  1884,  and  there  makes  his 
home.  He  is  one  of  the  old  railroad  engineers  of 
his  native  land,  and  is  a  practical  machinist  and 
successful  inventor.  His  wife,  whose  maiden  name 
was  Carolino  Lendstedt,  died  in  Sweden  in  1877. 

Our  subject  is  the  only  member  of  the  family 
residing  in  this  country.  The  days  of  his  boyhood 
and  youth  were  passed  in  Sweden,  where,  at  the 
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ago  of  thirteen,  he  began  learning  the  machinist’s 
trade,  which  he  followed  for  some  years.  Subse- 
sequently,  he  became  an  engineer  on  board  an 
ocean  steamer  in  the  European  waters,  sailing  as 
far  north  as  Harnmerfest,  He  has  been  in  the 
northern  regions,  where  the  sun  has  shone  for 
months,  and  visited  many  ports  in  those  waters. 
In  1880,  he  determined  to  try  his  fortune  in 
America,  and  sailed  for  New  York,  The  following 
year  he  came  to  Rockford,  where  he  has  since  made 
his  home. 

Mr.  Eorsberg  was  united  in  marriage  in  this  oity 
with  Miss  Emma  Anderson,  who  was  born  in 
Sweden,  October  9, 1858,  and  came  to  this  country 
in  1881.  Soon  afterwards,  she  gave  her  hand  in 
marriage  to  our  subject,  and  their  union  lias  been 
blessed  with  a  family  of  six  children,  namely: 
Gucrda,  Gustaf,  Fritz,  Olga,  Mary  and  Edith,  all 
of  whom  are  attending  school  in  this  city.  The 
parents  attend  the  Baptist  Church,  of  which  Mrs. 
Eorsberg  is  a  member.  On  questions  of  National 
importance,  Mr.  Eorsberg  votes  with  the  Republi¬ 
can  party.  He  is  a  public-spirited  and  progressive 
citizen,  and  one  of  the  prominent  Swedish  gentle¬ 
men  of  Rockford.  Following  the  business  of  a 
machinist,  he  has  won  success,  which  is  due  entire¬ 
ly  to  his  own  efforts,  and  for  it  he  certainly  de¬ 
serves  great  credit.  A  man  of  sterling  worth,  he 
w’oll  deserves  representation  in  the  history  of  his 
adopted  county. 


bEWJS  J.  WING,  who  resides  on  section  20, 
Rockford  Township,  Winnebago  County, 
was  born  in  Roxbury,  Delaware  County, 
N.  Y.,  on  fcbe  9th  of  December,  1809,  and  is  a  son 
of  Samuel  Wing,  a  native  of  Fishkill,  Dutchess 
County,  N.  Y.  The  grandfather,  Elihu  Wing,  was 
also  a  native  of  the  Empire  Shite  and  a  member 
of  the  Society  of  Friends.  He  removed  from 
Dutehcss  County  to  White  Plains,  N.  Y«,  in  a  very 
early  day.  He  met  his  death  while  assisting  in 
raising  a  building. 

Samuel  Wing  was  quite  young  when  his  father 
died.  He  settled  in  Roxbury  after  his  marriage 


and  bought  a  farm  where  he  made  his  home  until 
1812,  when  he  removed  to  Ulster  County,  N.  Y. 
Subsequently,  be  returned  to  Delaware  County, 
and  later  removed  to  Chenango  County,  where  his 
death  occurred.  He  married  Esther  Bennett,  who 
was  born  in  Fishkill,  Dutchess  County,  N.  Y.,  and 
was  a  daughter  of  Ebenezer  and  Elizabeth  (Kelly) 
Bennett.  She  spent  her  last  years  with  her  daugh¬ 
ter  in  the  town  of  Hector,  N.  Y. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  to  man¬ 
hood  in  the  State  of  his  nativity,  his  boyhood 
days  being  spent  in  the  usual  manner  of  farmer 
lads  upon  the  frontier.  His  mother  spun  and 
wove  cloth  and  the  children  were  all  dressed  in 
home-spun  clothing,  Lewis  remained  at  home  un¬ 
til  about  the  time  of  his  marriage,  which  was  cele¬ 
brated  in  1834,  Miss  Eleanor  Bartle  becomiug  his 
wife.  She  was  a  native  of  Chenango  County, 
N.  Y.,  and  died  in  Boone  County,  Ill.,  in  1853. 

I  Mr.  Wing  was  again  married,  on  the  21st  of  May, 
1855,  his  second  union  being  with  Susan  Hickley, 
who  was  born  in  Orleans  County,  Vt.,  and  died  in 
June,  1891,  leaving  three  children:  Lewis,  Emma 
and  Katie.  By  the  first  marriage  were  born  five 
children:  Elijah,  Mary,  George,  Almena  and  Elea¬ 
nor, 

Mr.  Wing’s  first  purchase  of  land  consisted  of 
twenty-five  acres  in  Green  Township,  Chenango 
County,  N.  Y.  Upon  his  marriage,  he  settled 
thereon,  making  it  his  home  for  four  years,  He 
had  learned  the  trade  of  a  miller  and  followed  it 
in  addition  to  farming.  When  he  sold  out  in 
Chenango  County,  he  removed  to  Steuben  County, 
of  the  same  State,  where  he  rented  a  mill  and  en¬ 
gaged  in  that  business  untiL  1844.  That  year 
witnessed  his  emigration  to  Ohio,  where  he  resided 
in  Ashtabula  County  for  teu  months. 

In  1845,  Mr.  Wing  came  to  Illinois,  accompanied 
by  his  wife  and  four  children,  making  the  journey 
with  teams.  Locating  in  Bdvidcre,  Boone  Comity, 
he  there  engaged  in  mining  until  1849,  when  lie 
removed  to  Cherry  Valley  Township,  where  he 
rented  a  tract  of  land  for  four  years.  He  then 
purchased  a  farm  in  Flora  Township,  Boone  County, 
where  he  engaged  in  faming  until  1862,  when  he 
sold  and  purchased  a  farm  in  Cherry  Valley  Town¬ 
ship.  Upon  that  land  he  resided  until  1870,  when 
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he  again  sold  and  bought  the  farm  which  is  now 
his  homo.  It  is  located  on  section  20,  Rockford 
Township,  and  borders  on  the  Iiock  River.  The 
well- lillecl  fields  and  many  improvements  indicate 
the  thrift  and  enterprise  of  the  owner,  who  is  re¬ 
garded  as  one  of  the  successful  and  progressive 
agriculturists  of  the  community  as  well  as  a  val¬ 
ued  citizen.  In  politics,  Mr.  Wing  was  a  Whig  in 
early  life  and  also  a  stanch  Abolitionist,  and  since 
the  organization  of  the  Republican  party  has  been 
one  of  its  stalwart  supporters. 

The  lithographic  portrait  of  Mr.  Wing  accom¬ 
panies  this  sketch. 

EDWARD  MULFORD.  This  gentleman,  who 
is  one  of  the  prominent  residents  of  Rock¬ 
ford,  personally  superintends  the  operation 
of  his  two  farms,  one  of  which  is  in  Ogle  County, 
and  contains  two  hundred  and  forty-two  acres,  I 
while  the  other  includes  a  quarter-section  in  Boone 
County. 

The  original  of  this  sketch  was  born  in  Guilford 
Township,  Winnebago  County,  March  31,  1844, 
and  is  the  son  -of  William  Mulford,  a  native  of 
Long  Island.  From  a  genealogical  chart  of  the 
Mulford  family,  which  was  published  by  William 
Remsen  Mulford,  of  New  York  City,  who  was  a 
member  of  the  New  York  Genealogical  and  His- 
'  tori  Cal  Society,  we  extract  the  following  informa¬ 
tion  in  regard  to  the  early  history  of  the  family: 

The  first  ancestor  of  our  subject  in  America  was 
John  Mulford,  who  was  born  in  England,  and  on 
emigrating  to  this  country  was  accompanied  by  his 
brother  William,  they  making  their  home  in  Con¬ 
necticut.  John’s  name  appears  many  times  in  the 
Minutes  of  the  Council  of  Connecticut.  He  re¬ 
moved  from  that  State  to  Southampton,  L.  I., 
previous  to  1643.  The  next  in  line  was  his  son,’ 
Capt.  Samuel  Mulford,  who  was  a  town  officer  in 
Southampton  at  a  very  early  age,  and  was  Cap¬ 
tain  in  the  Colonial  militia.  He  went  to  England 
in  1716  and  appeared  before  a  committee  of  the 
House  of  Lords,  and  by  his  pleading,  the  duty  on 
whale  oil  was  removed.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
Provisional  Assembly.  The  neaban  line  was  his 


son,  Capt.  Mathew  Mulford,  who  was  a  land-owner 
in  Southampton  and  also  a  Captain  in  the  Col¬ 
onial  militia.  Following  him  was  Col.  David  Mul¬ 
ford,  also  a  native  of  Southampton  and  a  Colo¬ 
nel  in  active  service  in  the  Revolutionary  War. 
The  next  in  line  was  Mathew  Mulford,  the  grand¬ 
father  of  our  subject.  Ho  was  born  in  South¬ 
ampton  and  removed  to  Rensselaer  County,  N.Y., 
in  1800,  where  1m  was  one  of  the  early  pioneers. 
He  secured  a  tract  of  land  which  he  improved  and 
resided  upon  until  his  death,  on  the  24th  of  March, 
1845.  The  maiden  name  of  his  wife  was  Mary 
Hutchinson;  she  departed  this  life  July  31,  1834. 
Mr.  Mathew  Mulford  served  in  the  War  of  18,12 
and  was  a  pensioner  of  the  Government  during  In’s 
last  years. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  reared  to  agricul¬ 
tural  pursuits  in  his  native  State,  where  ho  resided 
until  1835,  at  which  time  he  came  to  Illinois,  being 
one  of  the  early  settlors  of  Winnebago  County. 

I  There  were  but  one  or  two  houses  where  Rockford 
now  stands,  and  at  that  early  day  the  land  surveys 
wore  not  yet  completed.  Wolves,  deer,  bears  and 
other  wild  animals  were  numerous  and  Indians 
often  proved  troublesome.  Mr,  Mulford  made  a 
claim  to  a  tract  of  Government  land  in  what  is 
now  Guilford  Township,  where  ho  erected  a  log 
cabin,  covering  it  with  poles,  ou  which  he  strewed 
bay.  Being  single  he  kept  “batch”  for  a  time,  and 
in  that  humble  abode  commenced  housekeeping 
after  his  marriage.  lie  continued  to  reside  there 
until  his  death,  March  2,  1862. 

The  maiden  name  of  the  mother  of  our  subject 
was  Lucy  Stewart.  She  was  born  in  Orleans  County, 
N.  Y.,  and  was  the  daughter  of  Nathan  and  Lydia 
(Young)  Stewart.  The  children  born  of  her  union 
with  Mr.  Mulford  were  named  respectively  Eli  IL, 
Edward,  John  II.,  William  D.,  Charles  L.,  Mary  E. 
and  Ida  Viola.  Edward  Mulford,  of  this  sketcli, 
was  reared  on  the  home  farm  and  attended  the 
pioneer  school  in  Cherry  Valley  Township.  Tito 
first  schoolhouse  was  built  of  brick,  with  seats  made 
of  slabs  placed  on. wooden  pins  for  legs.  In  his 
eavly  youth,  he  remembers  that  there  were  no  rail¬ 
roads  in  this  locality  and  Chicago  was  the  nearest 
market  and  depot  of  supplies. 

The  original  of  this  sketch  remained  with  hie 


parents  until  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  War,  when 
m  June,  1862,  he  enlisted  in  Company  A  Sixty’ 
seventh  Illinois  Infantry,  serving  his  c^‘ 
bravely  and  honorably  for  three  months,  at  the  end 
of  winch  i,.mo  he  was  discharged  on  account  of 
disability  resulting  from  a  sunstroke.  Later  he 
located  at  Cherry  Valley,  where  he  engaged  in  the 
drug  business  and  also  in  buying  and  shipping 
°  “3 5  thus  actively  engaged  for  about 

ten  years.  In  1882,  ho  came  to  Rockford,  where 
he  has  since  resided.  He  has  always  maintained  an 
inteiest  m  agricultural  pursuits  and  now  owns  a 
ta  Of  two  hundred  and  forty-two  acres  in  Ogle 
County  and  one  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres 
n  lioono  County,- and  gives  his  personal  attention 
to  the  supervision  of  both. 

October  22,  1807,  Edward  Muiford  was  united 
m  mam.gr i  with  Sophronia  Johns*,  who  waa  bom 

22  T  ,7’  County,  November 

1  10  th™  been  bom  two  children, 

Mary  Mila  and  William  a  In  his  political  vl„ws 
mu  subject  votes  with  the  Republican  pavtXud 
A''“'-v  ™“>is  »  member  o t  levins 

l’oter  a  Johnson,  the  fatlior  of  Mrs.  Alford 
was  born  in  Sti.rbridge,  Worcester  Count/,  Mass. 
W.iero  ins  fathor,  Janies  Johnson,  as  far  as  is  known  ’ 
was  also  born.  The  latter-named  gentleman  was  a 
fanner  and  passed  ins  Inst  days  in  Sturbridgo.  The 
gmndmother  of  Mm  Muiford  was  the  dau^l, ter  of  i 

leter  Belknap.  She  died  on  the  home  farm  in  . 
Sturbndgo.  I-he  father  of  our  subject’s  wife  was 

by  ‘"‘’J01.*1110"  oeeuiavtion  he  did  not  s 
fol  ow  however,  bo.ng  engaged  in  the  manufacture  1 
of  boots  and  shoes  at  Sturbridge.  In  1837,  ho  cm-  1 

Chciiy  1  alley  township,  this  county,  where  his  t 
iwm  brother,  James  1!.,  had  previously  located.  f, 
Ihe  o  he  entered  a  tmet  of  land  from  the  Govern,  o 
meat,  three  miles  south  of  the  village,  and  erected  f, 
a  log  house  in  which  the  two  families  made  their  ir 
,  °  ,  tur  “  lm“-  *'•  Johnson  then  erected  a  brick  w 
loSKienee,  in  whiob  the  two  families  again  took  up  i„ 
their  abode  and  hero  Mr.  Johnson  improved  1 
farm  and  resided  until  1856.  Atthat  date,  ho  sold  wl 

mXTT  “'K'  r0"K’''C<i  10  wiiora  he  m, 

nade  Ins  home  a  few  months  and  thou  located  on  eo 
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another  farm  which  be  owned  in  Cherry  Valley 
rownship,  and  there  passed  the  remainder  of  his 
We.  His  wife  was  Miss  Sophronia  Lamb,  who  was 

lX™  r  ^  Mas8--  »«  a  daughter  of 
Lathe,  and  Lavima  (Willard)  Lamb.  She  died  on 
the  home  tarn,  1844.  The  father  of  Mrs.  M„l- 
foul  served  us  Assessor  of  Cherry  Valley  Township 

wLx::l^ro”s,W9positioJfs,-iff:' 


1  tfuin  „T,_  , ,  :  1  rtouauu  ciieui  to  be 

men  who  are  ambitious  to  reach  for  a  higher  slate 
of  perfection.  His  homo  is  located  on  section  26 
Rookton  Township,  Winnebago  County,  where  he 
is  engaged  in  mixed  farming. 

1828  te'telT  'VVVrit°  ™  b0ln  Member  25, 
jlonh  T  ra°”  Y.,and  is  a  son  of 

Jose,*  lr„ma„  wUodci)al,cd  this  ,.fe 

27,  1829,  When  thirty-one  years  of  ago,  leaving  a 
Widow  and  a  son,  our  subject.  His  wife  was  prior 
to  her  marriage  Miss  Fannie  Fitch  aad  had  her 
btelh  m  Tolland  County,  Conn.  She  is  the  d&gh- 
te  of  Converse  and  Aruma  (Grant)  Fitch,  who  were 
farmers  and  lived  and  died  in  the  Kutoeg  State 
at  the  respective  ages  of  seventy-eight  and  eighty- 
Six  years.  They  were  the  parents  of  the  following 
ons  and  daughters:  William,  Russell,  Orsan,  Haf- 
sey,  Augusta  €.,  Warren,  Hial,  Nathan,  Fannie  and 
Xiorma,  the  only  one  living,  and  who  is  now  Ife 
Nelson  W.  Northrop,  of  Ellicottsville,  N.  Y.  When 

0r  tW0lve  of  »§•«,  Mr.  Truman  of 
this  sketch  went  to  live  with  one  Joseph  Clark  a 
fanner  and  silk  manufacturer.  After  being  in  his 
I  employ  until  seventeen  years  of  age,  he  struck  out 
for  himself  and  worked  as  a  woolen  manufacture 
in  Massachusetts  and  Connecticut  for  nine  years 
where  he  was  boss  weaver  or,  more  properly  s^c’ 

mg,  foreman  of  his  department.  1  i 

Joseph  C,  Truman  and  Miss  Mary  A.  Hollister 
who  was  bom  September  28,  1832,  were  unittd 
"7’  “  ,1851'  a«e  yoare  later,  the  y™, " 
couple  came  West  to  Roclcton,  where  „„r  sXc“t 
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was  engaged  in  the  paper  mill.  Two  years  there¬ 
after,  the  firm  sold  out  and  our  subject  then  pur¬ 
chased  eighty  acres  of  land,  for  Which  ho  paid  $23 
per  acre  and  which  is  lus  present  ajbidii,  /place.  lie 
built  thereon  a  house,  24x28  feet  in  dimensions, 
and  in  1871  erected  his  present  commodious  barn, 
35x30  feet.  He  has  since  added  other  land  to  his 
estate  and  is  more  than  ordinarily  successful  in 
cultivating  the  soil. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs,  Truman  have  been  born  four 
sons  and  one  daughter,  the  first-born  of  whom 
died  when  an  infant.  The  other  members  of  the 
family  are  Burdett  C.,  a  fanner  in  this  township, who 
married  Rhoda  A.  Weed,  of  Lanark,  and  has  five 
sous;  L  issue  M.,  now  Mrs.  Edwin  S.  Gleasman,  re¬ 
sides  in  Owen"  Township;  Arthur  died  in  1856 
when  nine  months  old,  and  Fred  C.,  who  died,  aged 
eighteen  years,  in  September,  1890.  Although 
brought  up  among  Democratic  friends,  our  subject 
has  only  voted  for  one  -candidate  of  that  per¬ 
suasion — Franklin  Pierce;  lie  uow  casts  a  Republi¬ 
can  vote  and  has  for  eleven  years  been  Assessor  of 
his  township  and  School  Director  and  Clerk  of  the 
School  Board  for  twenty-one  years.  With  his  wife, 
he  is  a  conscientious  member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  at  Rock  ton.  * 


SHOMAS  HALL  is  numbered  among  the  early 
settlers  of  Winnebago  County,  where  he  has  I 
made  his  home  for  over  a  quarter  of  a  cen¬ 
tury.  He  is  now  living  a  retired  life  at  No.  1-504 
Charles  Street,  Rockford.  Of  English  birth,  ho  was 
born  in  Shropshire  in  1828,  and  was  a  son  of 
Richard  and  Sarah  (Forgham)  Hall,  also  natives  of 
that  county,  where  they  spent  their  entire  lives. 
The  father  by  occupation  was  a  farmer,  and  fol¬ 
lowed  that  business  throughout  his  entire  life.  He 
died  at  the  age  of  seventy  and  his  wife  passed 
away  in  her  sixty-sixth  year.  Both  were  members  of 
the  Methodist  Church.  In  their  family  were  seven 
sons  and  three  daughters,  and  all  the  daughters 
and  four  sons  reside  in  England.  William  and 
James  died  in  that  land,  and  another  brother,  John, 
who  tjame  to  this  country,  enlisted,  in  Company  II’ 


One  Hundred  and  Nineteenth  New  York  Infantry, 
under  Capt.  Stevens,  wont  to  tho  front  and  partic¬ 
ipated  in  many  engagements.  He  finally  took  sick, 
and  died  in  the  hospital  at  Fortress  Monroe,  thus 
giving  his  life  in  defense  of  his  adopted  country. 

In  the  usual  manner  of  farmer  lads,  our  subject 
spent  the  days  of  his  boyhood  and  youth,  and  at¬ 
tained  his  majority  in  his  native  county.  At  length, 
he  bade  good-bye  to  his  old  homo,  and,  board¬ 
ing  the“Martha  Jane  Ward,”  sailed  from  Liverpool 
to  New  York,  where  he  arrived  four  weeks  later, 
lie  went  to  Westmoreland,  Oneida  County,  N.  Y.{ 
and  in  the  foundries  of  that  place  learned  the 
molder’s  trade.  While  in  Westmoreland,  ho  led 
to  the  marriage  altar  Miss  Elizabeth  Hargraves, 
a  native  of  Lancashire,  England,  who,  when  a 
maiden  of  fifteen  summers,  came  to  the  United 
l  States  with  her  father,  James  Hargraves,  and  her 
brothers.  Her  mother  had  died  in  England,  The 
family  located  in  Westmoreland,  where  Mr.  Har¬ 
graves  resided  for  some  years',  and  then  removed 
to  Rondout,  N.  Y.,  where  he  died  at  the  age  of 
fifty-seven  years.  His  wife  was  forty-nine  years  of 
ago  when  her  death  occurred.  They  wero  both 
members  of  the  Church  of  England,  and  were  de¬ 
scended  from  old  English  families.  Mrs.  Hall  has 
one  brother  living,  James  Hargraves,  who  is  Super¬ 
intendent  of  tho  Wilt  wick  Seminary,  of  Kingston, 
N.  Y.  He  is  married,  but  has  no  family. 

Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ilall  have  been  born  six  chil¬ 
dren:  Mary,  wife  of  Charles  Cary,  an  employe  of 
the  Northwestern  Railroad  Company,  residing  in 
Rockford;  William,  who,  with  his  father,  operates 
the  dairy  and  fruit  farm  in  Guilford  Township, 
married  Amelia  Kauffman;  James  wedded  Grace 
Craill  and  they  reside  in  Rockford,  where  he  is 
engaged  in  clerical  work  with  the  Rockford  Insur¬ 
ance  Company;  Hattie,  Edith  and  Nollio  at  home. 
Edith,  who  was  educated  in  the  Business  College 
of  Rockford,  is  now  employed  in  Mr.  Little’s 
abstract  office  in  this  city. 

Mi1,  and  Mrs.  Hall  are  members  of  the  Centennial 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  in  social  circles 
they  rank  high.  On  coming  to  Rockford,  he  began 
business  as  a  smolder  with  the  firm  of  Clark  &  Utter, 
and  afterwards  was  in  the  employ  Of  N.  C.  Thomp¬ 
son.  He  was  industrious  and  enterprising,  attending 
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carefully  to  the  details  of  business,  so  that  lie  won 
considerable  property,  and,  having  made  profitable 
investments,  is  now  enjoying  a  comfortable  com¬ 
petence.  He  is  practically  living  rotirnl,  but  owns 
a  well-improved  farm  of  ninety-five  acres  in  Guil¬ 
ford  Township,  where  is  carried  on  the  dairy  busi¬ 
ness,  and  vegetables  and  fruits  are  also  raised  for 
the  city  market.  The  farm  is  in  charge  of  hia  son 
William. 

J  OHN  D.  W.  RAY,  of  Bel viderc,  claims  New 
York  as  the  State  of  his  nativity.  He  was 
bom  in  Fallsburgh,  Sullivan  County,  July 
30,  1855,  and  is  of  English  descent.  His 
great-grandfather,  Stephen  Ray,  was  probably  a 
native  of  England  and  the  founder  of  the  family 
in  America.  The  grandfather  was  bom  in  Dutchess 
County,  N.  Y.,  and  married  Acey  Crane,  a  native 
of  Litchfield  County,  Conn.  Removing  to  Sulli¬ 
van  County,  ho  became  one  of  the  earliest  settlors 
of  Thompson  Township,  where  both  he  and  his 
wife  died  in  the  month  of  March,  1812. 

Miles  S.  Ray,  father  of  our  subject,  was  bom  in 
Amonia,  Dutchess  County,  and  was  only  seven 
years  old  when  his  parents  died.  He  found  a 
home  with  a  farmer  residing  in  Montieollo,  Sulli¬ 
van  County,  with  whom  he  resided  until  he  was 


Mr,  Ray  of  this  sketch  has  been  a  resident  of 
Illinois  since  his  third  year.  He  acquired  his  early 
education  in  the  schools  of  Flora  Township  and 
supplemented  his  common-school  studies  by  a 
course  in  the  State  University  at  Champaign.  He 
then  started  out  in  life  for  himself,  and,  going  to 
Chicago,  was  employed  in  various  kinds  of  work 
for  about  five  years.  He  then  returned  to  pel vi- 
dere,  where  he  has  made  his  home  almost  continu¬ 
ously  since,  and  for  the  past  few  yeai'S  has  devoted 
his  time  to  looking  after  lug  private  interests. 

Our  subject  has  boon  twice  married.  He  wedded 
Carrie  E,  Roberts,  a  native  of  De  Kalb  County, 
XU.,  and  a  daughter  of  Alanson  and  Mary  Roberts. 
She  died  in  December,  1880.  In  July,  1887,  Mary 
Lewis  became  the  wife  of  Mr.  Ray.  She  is  a  na¬ 
tive  of  Troy  Grove,  La  Salic  County,  and  a  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Joseph  and  Jennie  (Wallace)  Lewis.  Two 
children  were  bom  of  the  first  -union,  Thomas 
Floyd  and  Ora  Louise. 

In  politics,  Mr.  Ray  is  independent,  voting  for 
the  man  regardless  of  party  affiliations.  Socially, 
he  is  a  member  of  Belvidere  Lodge,  No.  289  K.  of  P. 
His  wife  holds  membership  with  the  Baptist  Church. 
They  are  people  of  sterling  worth,  whose  many 
friends  throughout  the  community  hold  them  in 
high  esteem,  for  their  excellencies  of  character. 

The  portrait  of  Mr.  Ray  accompanies  this  sketch 
of  his  life. 


twenty  years  of  age,  when  he  began  to  learn  the 
carpenter’s  trade.  He  followed  that  occupation 
for  ten  years,  and  then,  purchasing  land  in  the 
town  of  Fallsburgh,  engaged  in  farming  until  his 
emigration  to  Illinois  in  1856.  He  settled  in 
Flora  Township,  Boone  County,  and  there  made 
his  home  until  1804,  since  which  time  he  has  been 
a  resident  of  Belvidere.  Although  he  has  now 
reaei|ed  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-six  years,  he 
is  enjoying  good  health  and  his  mental  faculties 
are  still  unimpaired.  His  wife,  who  bore  the 
maiden  name  of  Ellen  E.  Hardenbevgh,  died  in  Bel¬ 
videre  in  1873.  She  was  born  in  Sullivan  County, 
N.  Y.j  in  1812,  and  Was  a  daughter  of  Thomas  R. 
and  Rachel  (Be  Vore)  Hardenborgh.  Her  grand¬ 
father,  Rev.  Johannes  Ilardenbergh,  was  a  native 
of  Holland, and  a  minister  of  the  Dutch  Reformed 
Church. 


W? ACOB  LIGGET.  This  gentleman’s  early 
I  identity  with  the  farming  and  stock-growing 
__  I  interests  of  this  part  of  Illinois  entitles  him 
to  representation  in  this  BiooitAuntCAL  Rec¬ 
oup  as  a  pioneer  of  Winnebago  County.  He  is 
also  what  maybe  termed  a  srlf-made  man,  as  he 
came  to  the  county  poor  in  this  world’s  goods  but 
has  by  persistent  industry  and  good  judgment 
acquired  a  competence  which  has  enabled  him  to 


retire  from  active  life. 

He  of  whom  we  write  was  born  in  Chester 
County, Pa.,  August  26, 1823,  and  is  at  the  present 
time  residing  in  the  village  of  Winnebago.  His 
father,  Samuel  Liggct,  was  also  born  in  the  Key¬ 
stone  State,  and  was  reared  and  learned  the  trade 
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'  of  a  wagonmaker  and  millwright  in  Chester  Coun¬ 
ty.  I-Ie  followed  those  trades  during  his  entire 
life,  spending  his  last  years  in  Potts  town,  Berks 
County.  Our  subject's  mother  boro  the  name  of 
Barbara  Starrett,  also  a  native  of  the  same  county 
as  was  her  husband,  and  the  daughter  of  William 
Starrett,  who,  as  far  as  is  known,  hailed  from 
Chester  County. 

The  maternal  grandfather  of  our  subject  was  a 
soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  War,  and  departed 
this  life  in  Chester  Coynty,  Pa.  His  daughter,  the 
mother  of  our  subject,  reared  a  family  of  seven 
children,  and  died  in  Berks  County;  Jacob  of  this 
sketch  grew  up  on  the  home  farm  and  lived  with 
his  parents  until  fifteen  years  of  age,  when  ho  be¬ 
gan  to  care  for  himself,  his  first  work  being  on 
farms  in  the  neighborhood,  After  his  marriage,  lie 
rented  land  in  Chester  County  for  five  years,  and 
in  1854  emigrated  to  Winnebago.  County,  having 
'  "visited  the  section  the  year  previous  aud  purchased 
one  hundred  acres  of  land,  eighty  acres  of  which 
were  prairie  and  twenty  timber;  forty  acres  of  the 
former  were  froken,  but  did  not  boast  of  any 
buildings.  Mr.  Ligget  at  once  erected  a  comforta¬ 
ble  house  on  the  new  farm,  into  which  the  family- 
moved  and  resided  for  twenty-eight  years.  At 
the  end  of  that  time,  he  rented  the  place  and,  as 
before  stated,  is  now  residing  in  Winnebago.  His 
landed  estate  now  comprises  two  hundred  and  two 
acres  of  excellent  land,  the  rental  of  which  brings 
him  in  a  handsome  income.  & 

The  lady  to  whom  our  subject  was  united  in 
marriage  March  27,  1849,  was  born  in  Lancaster 
County,  Pa.,  January  15,  1823,  and  bore  the  name 
of  Ann,  daughter  of  James  Ayres.  Her  father 
was  also  a  native  of  the  above-named  county,  where 
also  his  father,  Jacob,  as  far  as  is  known,  was  born. 
The  latter-named  gentleman  was  employed  in  the 
iron  works  of  that  county,  where  liis  decease  oc¬ 
curred.  The  father  of  Mrs.  Ligget  married  Nancy 
Morrow,  who  was  born  and  died  in  Lancaster 
County. 

The  following  are  the  seven  children  born  to  our 
subject  aud  his  wife:  Mary  J.  married  Bryon  Briggs; 
Henry  B.  married  Martha E.  Bunn,  and  is  the  father 
of  four  children:  Willie,  Lillian,  Anna,  and  an  in-  I 
fant  unnamed;  Ana  A.  is  Mrs.  Edward  H.  Warner  I 


and  her  three  children  are  Nellie,  Myrtle  and  Blanch. 
Clara  E.  married  G.  AY.  Bunn,  and  is  the,  mother  of 
throe  sons:  Albert  J., Henry  F.  and  Loo  J.;  Clinton 
rl\  took  to  wife  Alice  Mack,  and  is  the  father  of  four 
children:  Howard  C..  Alma  A.,  Cora  A.  and  Ethel 
M,;  Ida  L.  is  Sirs.  Millard  Hollenbeck,  and  has 
one  son,  Henry  J.;  Ella  F.  is  the  wifo  of  Charles 
McManners,  and  has  two  children :  Alta  L.  and 
Olivo  Tfazoh  Mr*.  aud.Mrs.  Ligget  are  members  in 
good  standing  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  and  arc 
numbered  among  the  well-to-do  and  honored  citi¬ 
zens  of  the  county. 


Jr^ETER  J.  OBERG,  a  live  business  man  en~ 
JIJP  &aocd  with  the  Rockford  Manufacturing 
jp  Company,  has /hade  his  homo  in  this  city 
,  since  1868,  a//d  for  a  number  of  years  has 
resided  at  No.  7Q8/i<'irst  Avenue.  He  is  a  gentleman 
of  energetic  andiiccomplished  business  habits,  and 
prompt  an/2-reiiable  in  all  transactions. 

Like"  the  majority  of  the  residents  of  Rockford, 
Mr.  Oberg  claims  Sweden  as  his  native  land,  and 
was  born  in  Smoland  Province,  that  country,  on 
the  4th  of  December,  1880.  Three  years  later,  his 
father,  Andrew  S.  Oberg,  died,  when  about  forty 
years  of  age.  The  latter  was  a  soldier  in  the  regu¬ 
lar  army  in  his  native  country,  Sweden.  In  1846, 
the  mother  was  struck  by  lightning  and  instantly 
killed.  She  was  about  forty-five  years  of  age. 

Our  subject  was  married  in  his  nativo  country 
to  Mrs.  Inga  S.  Jacobson,  who  was  born  and  reared 
in  the  same  province  as  her  husband.  Her  father 
died  tli ere  when  forty-nine  years  of  ago.  IIo  was 
a  farmer  all  his  life.  His  wife  is  yet  living  at  her 
old  home  in  Sweden,  and,  although  ninety-five  .years 
of  age,  is  comparatively  smart  and  active.  She  is 
a  member  of  the  Lutheran  Church,  and  her  husband 
held  membership  in  the  same.  They  were  the 
parents  of  but  one  child,  Mrs.  Oberg. 

In  the  spring  of  1868,  our  subject  came  to  Amer¬ 
ica  and  was  followed  by  his  wifo  and  two  children 
in  the  fall  of  that  year.  He  immediately  located 
in  Rockford  and,  with  the  exception  of  one  year 
spent  in  the  South,  ho  has  been  a  resident  of 
this  city  since.  For  some  time  after  locating  here, 
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lie  was  with  the  Jolm  P,  Manney  Manufacturing 
Company,  and  ran  the  emery  wheel  for  that  corpo¬ 
ration  for  nineteen  years.  lie  still  follows  that 
business. 

To  his  marriage  have  been  born  ten  children,  live 
now  deceased:  Carl  A,  died  when  live  years  of  age; 
Matiua  C.,  at  the  age  of  fourteen  months;  Rug  W., 
when  eleven  months  old;  Badn  M.,  when  three 
mouths  old,  and  an  infant  unnamed.  Those  living 
are  Auna  G.,  wife  of  John  H.  Larson,  a  farmer  of 
Cherry  Valley  Township;  John  A.,  now  of  the  firm 
’  of  Oborg  & liahkar,  leading  tonsorlal  artists,  is  doing 
a  successful  business  at  No.  401  East  State  Street. 
He  began  for  himself  at  the  ago  of  eighteen,  and 
later  associated  himself  with  his  present  partner, 
Mr.  Rahkar.  XIo  is  a  stockholder  in  the  Rockford 
Manufacturing  Company,  also  the  Rockford  Land 
x'  ,  -jfiitny,  doing  business  in  Chicago,  and  in  the 
'll^fvLfrd  Building  and  Loan  Association.  He  is 
chairman  of  the  musical  committee  in  the  Christian 
Union  Church,  which  position  he  has  held  for  two 
years,  and  ho  is  a  member  of  that  church.  So¬ 
cially,  he  is  a  member  of  Genevieve  Lodge,  No. 
274,  K.  of  P.,  and  is  Past  Chancellor.  He  was 
a  charter  member  of  the  lodge,  and  one  of  its  first 
ofileers.  He  is  a  social,  pleasant  young  man,  ranks 
well  in  social  and  musical  circles,  and  has  many 
friends.  Following  this  son  are  Olivia  M.,  wife  of 
Gus.  J.  Johnson,  a  tonsorial  artist  of  Rockford; 
Frank  A.  and  Charles  G.  W.,  at  home.  The  parents 
of  these  children  are  members  of  the  Emanuel 
Church.  . 


R.  JOHN  W.  THOMAS,  a  physician  and 
surgeon  of  Rockford,  was  bom  in  Wau¬ 
kesha  County,  Wis.,  in  1857.  The  family 
was  founded  in  this  country  by  Capt. 
Wbitemorc  Thomas,  a  sea-captain,  who  emigrated 
from  his  home  in  Wales  to  America  about  1700. 
William  Thomas,  the  great-grandfather  of  our  sub¬ 
ject,  lived  and  died  in  Vermont.  His  son  John, 
the  grandfather  of  the  Doctor,  was  a  mechanic  and 
farmer  and  married  a  Vermont  lady,  Miss  Augusta 
Spaulding,  who  traced  her  ancestry  hack  to  the 


’ilgrim  Fathers.  On  emigrating  Westward  about 
842,  they  became  residents  of  Waukesha  County, 
Wis.,  locating  on  land  in  Yernon  Township,  which 
they  obtained  from  the  Government.  There  Mr. 
Thomas  and  his  wife  spent  their  remaining  days, 
the  former  dying  at  the  age  of  three-score  years, 
and  the  latter  when  about  eighty  years  of  age. 
They  were  well-known  pioneers  of  that  county 
and  highly-respected  people. 

Edwin  B.  Thomas,  father  of  our  subject,  was  the 
only  son  and  the  fourth  child  in  a  family  of  five 
children,  all  but  One  of  whom  are.  yet  living,  are 
married  and  have  families.  He  was  about  fifteen 
years  of  age  when  he  located  in  Wisconsin,  and  in 
Waukesha  County  attained  his  majority.  He  has 
since  then  engaged  in  farming  and  stock-raising, 
making  a  specially  o‘‘  draft  and  road  horses,  Cleve¬ 
land  Bays, English  Shire  and  Pereheron,  His  cattle 
are  thoroughbred  Red  Polled.  He  is  also  exten¬ 
sively  engaged  in  market  gardening  and  owns  two 
large  greenhouses.  His  home,  called  the  “Ever¬ 
green  Stock  Farm/’  is  well  known  throughout  that 
part  of  the  State,  and  Mr.  Thomas  is  a  prominent 
and  very  successful  farmer  He  was  married  in 
Vernon  Township,  Waukesha  County,  to  Cornelia 
Hunger,  a  native  of  Indiana,  who  in  childhood 
went  to  Wisconsin  with  her  parents,  Gains  and 
Celia  (Smith)  Hunger,  who  settled  in  Vernon 
Township  upon  a  new  farm  which  they  developed 
and  improved.  The  death  of  the  mother  occurred 
there,  but  the  father  died  at  the  home  of  his 
daughter,  Mrs.  Thomas,  a  few  years  previous. 
Both  had  passed  the  age  of  eighty  years. 

Dr.  Thomas  was  reared  in  Waukesha  County 
and  began  his  literary  education  in  Rochester  Sem¬ 
inary,  in  Racine  County,  Wis.  In  4875,  he  entered 
the  scientific  department  of  the  University  of 
Wisconsin  at  Madison,  and  was  graduated  in  the 
Class  of  *79.  He  was  a  hard  student  and  always 
at  the  head  of  his  class.  Then  for  ten  years  he  en¬ 
gaged  in  milling  as  a  practical  business  man. 
Subsequently,  he  took  a  term  of  lectures  in  Rush 
Medical  College,  of  Chicago,  after  which  he  en¬ 
tered  the  Chicago  Homeopathic  College  and  was 
graduated  from  that  iusti  ution  intheClassof  ’91. 
There  he  was  also  foremost  in  his  classes,  was  Pres¬ 
ident  of  the  class  organization  and  was  President 
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of  the  Hahnemann  Society.  He  commenced  prac¬ 
tice  in  Rockford  in  April,  1891,  and  although  only 
a  year  has  since  passed,  he  has  already  won  recog¬ 
nition  as  a  young  man  of  superior  ability. 

The  Doctor  was  married,  in  Waterford.  Racine 
County,  Wis.,  to  Miss  Luella  Ecoles,  who  was  born 
in  that  county  and  educated  at  Rochester  Semin¬ 
ary  and  the  University  of  Wisconsin.  Her  father, 
Andrew  Eccles,  is  now  deceased,  but  her  mother, 
whose  maiden  name  was  Elizabeth  Earnshaw, 
makes  her  home  with  Mrs.  Thomas.  The  Doctor' 
and  his  wife  have  an  interesting  family  of  four 
children:  Roy  E„ Harold E., Bessie  C.  and  Marjorie. 
The  parents  are  both  members  of  the  Second  Con¬ 
gregational  Church.  The  Doctor  was  formerly  a 
Republican  in  politics  but  is.  now  a  Prohibitionist. 
His  studies  have  well  fitted  him  for  the  work  he 
has  undertaken,  and  his  skill  and  ability  will  not 
be  many  years  in  winning  him  a  foremost  place 
among  Ms  professional  brethren. 

eAPT.  C.  HOVEY,  deceased,  was  a  resident 
of  Capron,  Boone  County,  for  a  numbor  of 
years,  hut  died  in  1857  in  California.  He 
was  bom  November  29,  1821,  in  New  York,  and 
was  the  son  of  Richard  C.  Ilovey,  also  a  native  of 
the  Empire  State,  and  a  Captain  in  the  militia.  The 
title  of  Captain  was  bestowed  upon  our-subject  in 
honor  of  his  father. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Richard  Hovey  went  to  Ohio  from 
New  York  and  in  an  early  day  came  to  Illinois. 
The  mother’s  maiden  name  was  Abigail  Kimball- 
she  reared  a  family  of  thirteen  children,  fivo 
of  whom  are  sons.  The  parents  farmed  in  Round 
Prairie  for  many  years,  where  they  had  purchased 
one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  laud  from  the 
Government.  The  father  died  after  the  war  at  an 
advanced  age  and  the  mother  followed  him  to  the 
better  land  three  years  later,  having  attained  her 
three-score  years  and  ten.  Two  children  of  the 
parental  family  are  residing  in  California,  one  in 
Iowa  and  the  rest  in  Illinois. 

Miss  Lavina,  daughter  of  Jonathan  and  Martha 
(Rogers)  Webster,  was  united  in  marriage  with 
our  subject  in  1845,  and  in  1851  they  crossed  the 


plains  to  California,  where  the  husband  and  father- 
died  in  1857.  Mrs.  I-Iovoy’s  parents  wore  natives 
of  Now  York,  and  reared  a  family  of  six  daugh¬ 
ters  and  one  son.  One  child  died  in  infancy  and 
one  son  was  drowned  at  Buffalo.  A  sister  of  our 
subject’s  wife,  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Lambert,  makes  her 
home  with  Mrs.  l-Iovoy,  and  another  sistor,  Fannie, 
is  the  widow  of  Rowell  Hovey  and  resides  at 
Capron. 

To  our  subject  and  Ms  wife  have  been  born  two 
daughters:  Sarah,  Mrs.  Charles  Whitcomb,  of  Min¬ 
nesota,  and  Amanda,  who  married  Christopher 
Ward,  who  also  lives  in  that  Stale.  Tho  sous-in-law 
wore  both  soldiers  during  the  late  war,  serving  a 
period  of  nearly  five  years,  Mr.  Whitcomb  being  a 
musician  in  the  infantry  and  Mr.  Ward  serving 
iii  a  cavalry  regiment.  Mrs.  Hovey  had  a  son 
George,  who  volunteered  when  seventeen  yoars  of 
age,  becoming  a  member  of  Company  1,  Thirty- 
seventh  Illinois  In  fan  try  |  and  died  of  congestive 
chills  in  Arkansas,  where  lie  lies  buried. 

Mrs.  Elizabeth  Lambert,  ns  before  stated,  resides 
with  Mrs.  Hovey,  and  is  the  widow  of  James  B. 
Lambert,  who  died  on  Round  Prairie,  April  8, 1875, 
leaving  throe  sons.  One  son,  Morris,  died  March’ 
4,  1892,  leaving  a  wife  and  three  children,  and 
Mary  Jane  departed  this  life  when  twenty. three 
years  of  age.  Melville  resides  in  Minnesota;  and 
John  W.  resides  in  Illinois. 

tENRY  A.  WEBBER.  He  whose  name 
)  adorns  this  page  is  a  worthy  representative 
of  an  honorable  and  ingenious  English  fam¬ 
ily.  The  same  traits  which  made  his  fa¬ 
ther  and  brothers  successful  in  the  various  inter¬ 
ests  in  which  they  wore  engaged  is  discovered  in 
our  subject  in  an  augmented  degree.  He  is  resid¬ 
ing  at  the  present  time  in  the  city  of  Roekton  and 
is  the  manufacturer  of  the  Webber  Combination 
Angle  Sieve,  whose  capacity  for  separating  mixed 
grain  is  from  thirty  to  forty  bushels  per  hour. 

Ho  of  whom  we  write  was  bora  in  Somerset¬ 
shire,  England,  August  19,  1849,  and  is  a  son  of 
William  Webber,  whoso  birth  occurred  in  the  same 
country  in  1807.  In  the  fall  Of  1849,  the  iattcr- 
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named  gentleman,  accompanied  by  bis  wife  and 
eight  children,  set  anil  for  American  shores.  On 
reaching  this  country,  he  purchased  five  farms, 
which  aggregated  six  hundred  and  forty  acres,  all 
in  one  body,  for  which  he  paid  spot  cash.  The 
wife  and  mother  died  while  on  a  visit  to  her  son 
Herman- when  eighty-four  years  of  ago*  William 
Webber  departed  this  life  in  Jane,  1889,  at  the 
home  of  his  daughter  in  Wemplotown,  this  State. 

Henry  A.  Webber  of  this  sketch  was  reared  on  a 
farm,  and  was  given  good  educational  advantages, 
and  when  twenty  years  Of  ago  left  the  farm  and 
in  company  with  his  brothers,  William  and  John, 
began  manufacturing  what  was  known  as  the  Web¬ 
ber  Reapers,  of  which  they  were  the  patentees. 
In  the  course  of  fifteen  years,  our  subject  pur¬ 
chased  the  interest  of  his  brothers  and  managed 
affairs  for  himself  for  some  years,  since  which 
time  lie  has  been  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of 
the  combination  sieve. 

Juno  26,  1866,  Mr.  Webber  and  Mrs.  Sarah  A. 
Kennedy,  daughter  of  John  and  Elizabeth  (Hend¬ 
erson)  Jewett,  wove  united  in  marriage  in  Hub- 
hard,  'Ohio.  They  have  made  their  home  since 
that  time  in  Rockton,  with  the  exception  of  four 
years,  when  Mr.  Webber  was  engaged  sis  a  merchant 
in  Mendota,  this  State.  For  a  like  time  after  com¬ 
ing  here,  he  was  employed  in  the  factory  of  John 
Spnfford,  patenting  machines. 

The  wife  of  our  subject  was  horn  iu  Trumbull 
County,  Ohio,  in  1841.  Her  father,  who  was  a  na¬ 
tive  of  the  same  place,  died  in  1849,  when  thirty- 
four  years  of  age,  leaving  a  widow  and  four  chil¬ 
dren.  Her  union  with  onr  subject  has  been  blessed 
by  tire  birth  of  three  children,  one  of  whom,  Frank¬ 
lin  ,1.,  died  when  six  years  of  age  in  1882.  Those 
living  are  Mamie  B.,  wife  of  William  Alden,  a 
farmer  in  Rockton  Township,  and  Gertie  B.,  who 
was  horn  in  October,  1883.  In  politics,  Mr.  Web¬ 
ber  is  a  Republican  but  is  not  so  rabid,  however, 
.but  that  he  can  see  good  in  all  men  and  parties. 
His  wife  is  a  noble,  true-hoar  tod  woman,  and  with 
her  husband  is  a  member  of  the  Congregational 
Church,  in  which  the  latter  has  been  Trustee  for 
eighteen  years, 

Mr.  Webber  is  making  a  success  of  his  grain  and 
seed  separator,  his  sales  amounting  to  $4,000  per 


yew  and  constantly  on  the  increase,  James  N. 
Jewett,  a  brother  of  Mrs.  Webber,  was  a  soldier 
during  the  late  war  and  met  his  death,  January  2, 
1863,  at  the  battle  of  Stone  River.  Her  mother, 
who  was  born  in  Eastern  Pennsylvania  in  May, 
181$,  is  now  nearly  seventy-four  years  of  age  and 
makes  her  home  with  her  daughter,  Mrs.  Webber. 


©HERRICK  SCHOONMAKER,  who  is  living 
retired  in  the  village  of  Latham,  Winne¬ 
bago  County,  owns  three  hundred  acres  of 
well-improved  land  on  the  east  bank  of  Rock’ 
River,  which  is  operated  in  a  most  intelligent 
manner  by  his  sons.  Our  subject  was  born  in 
Florida,  Montgomery  County,  N.  Y.,  October  4, 
1824,  where  his  father,  Peter,  and  his  grandfather, 
Cliorrick,  Sr.,  as  far  as  is  known,  were  born.  The 
latter- named  gentleman  was  of  Dutch  ancestry, 
and  carried  on  farming  in  Florida  until  his  cleat!). 

Peter  Schoonmaker  learned  and  followed  the 
trades  of  tanner,  currier,  and  harness-maker,  car¬ 
rying  on  business  in  Berne,  Albany  County,  after 
which  he  lived  in  different  .parts  of  the  Empire 
State,  spending  liis  last  years  in  Knox,  Albany 
County,  his  death  occurring  July  29,  1856.  The 
maiden  name  of  his  second  wife  was  Elizabeth 
Schemerhora,  also  a  native  of  that  State,  and  the 
daughter  of  Frederick  Sehemerhorn,  who,  it  is 
thought,  was  born  in  Greene  County.  When  a  lad 
of  sixteen  years,  the  maternal  gran  dfather  of  our 
subject  was  taken  captive  by  the  Indians  and  held 
a  prisoner  for  four  years  and  four  months,  when 
lie  was  purchased  by  a  white  man  for  $40.  He 
wrote  an  interesting  account  of  his  experience 
which  he  had  published  in  book  form. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  died  at  her  home  in 
the  town  of  Knox.  Chemck  was  reared  to  man¬ 
hood  in  liis  native  State  and  commenced  to  earn 
his  own  living  as  soon  as  old  enough,  by  working 
out  on  faj  ms  by  the  month.  He  began  in  business 
for  himself  by  working  farms  on  shares,  and 
finally  purchased  eighteen  acres  in  the  town  of 
Knox,  whore  he  resided  until  1857.  Two  years 
previously  he  had  come  to  Winnebago  County  and 
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bought  eighty  acres  of  land  in  Owen  Township, 
of  which  forty  acres  were  broken;  a  log  house 
constituted  the  improvements.  He  paid  the  Sum 
of  $1,300  for  the  property,  and  in  1857  took  up 
his  abode  in  a  log  cabin  in  which  he  resided  for 
seven  years,  at  the  end  of  which  time  he  erected  a 
substantial  frame  building  in  which  the  family 
made  then’  home  until  1865.'  Mr.  Schoon maker 
then  disposed  of  that  property  and  became  the 
proprietor  of  the  Anson  Owen  farm,  where  he 
lived  until  1888;  then  selling  that,  he  purchased  the 
farm  which  he  still  owns  in  Harlem  Township. 
This  he  improved  with  three  sets  of  frame  buildings 
and  after  occupying  it  for  two  years  left  it  in  charge 
of  his  sons  and  removed  to  Lapham,  where  he  is 
now  living  retired  in  a  pleasant  home. 

August  19,  1848,  Charity  Dearing.  a  native  of 
"Wright,  Schoharie  County,  N.  Y.,  became  the  wife 
of  our  subject.  She  was  born  January  5,  1827, 
and  is  a  daughter  of  Frederick  Dearing,  also  a  na¬ 
tive  of  the  Empire  State,  of  German  parents.  The 
grandfather  of  Mrs.  Schoonmaker  was  a  pioneer 
of  Schoharie  County,  where  his  last  few  years 
were  spent.  Her  father,  in  addition  to  carrying 
on  a  farm,  was  engaged  in  the  lumber  business,  and 
passed  his  entire  life  in  the  above-named  county. 
The  maiden  name  of  her  mother  was  Catherine 
Hillsey,  a  native  of  New  York  State  and  of  Gorman 
parents. 

Our  subject  and  his  wife  have  two  children  liv¬ 
ing;  David,  who  married  Ida  Wright,  and  Fred, 
the  husband  of  Minnie  Brighton.  Catherine,  the 
second  child,  died  at  the  age  of  thirteen  years  and 
two  months;  Elizabeth,  the  next  in  order  of  birth, 
passed  away  when  eleven  years  and  one  month  of 
age. 


JJ,  OSEPII  G.  LYFORD,  Esq.,  formerly  the 
efficient  County  Treasurer  of  Winnebago 
County,  residing  on  section  11,  Guilford 
Township,  first  opened  his  eyes  to  the  light 
of  day  on  the  2d  of  December,  1839,  in  Canter¬ 
bury,  N.  H.  His  grandfather,  Dudley  Lyford,  was 
a  farmer,  and  spent  his  entire  life  in  the  Granite 
State.  The  father,  Thomas  Lyford,  was  also  a  na¬ 
tive  of  New  Hampshire,  was  reared  to  agricultural 


pursuits,  and  at  the  age  of  eighteen  commenced  to 
learn  the  trade  of  a  stono-cuttor.  llq  married 
Eliza  Groely,  who  was  born  in  Gilmanton,  N.  IT., 
and  was  a  daughter  of  Joseph  Groely.  Immedi¬ 
ately  after  his  marriage,  Mr.  Lyford  engaged  in 
farming  in  Canterbury,  whore  he  resided  until 
1842,  when,  with  his  wife  and  three  children,  ho 
started  with  teams  for  Illinois,  and,  on  reaching 
Winnebago  County,  located  in  Roscoe  Township, 
among  its  early  settlers.  The  following  spring, 
he  purchased  a  farm  of  his  brother-in-law,  upon 
which  was  a  log  house.  Into  this  the  family  re¬ 
moved  and  began  life  in  tiie  West  in  true  pioneer 
style.  Mr.  Lyford  died  in  December,  1859,  on  the 
home  farm  which  is  now  owned  by  his  son  Dud¬ 
ley.  His  wife  survived  him  some  years,  and  died 
in  Rockford  in  June,  1874.  Their  family  num¬ 
bered  seven  children,  as  follows:  Dudley,  Eliza¬ 
beth  G.,  Joseph  G.,  Alice  H.,  Thomas,  Augusta  A. 
and  Charles  C. 

Our  subject  was  only  in  his  third  year,  when, 
with  his  parents,  ho  came  to  Illinois,  and  his  recol¬ 
lections  are  of  Winnebago  County,  lie  was  reared 
amid  the  wild  scenes  of  frontier  life,  and  his  early 
education  was  acquired  in  the  common  schools,  af¬ 
ter  which  he  ivas  a  student  in  the  High  School  of 
Roscoe,  and  in  Beloit  College,  of  Beloit,  Wis.  Tie 
then  engaged  in  teaching  for  one  term,  and  in 
1865  went  to  Albany,  N.  Y.,  entering  the  Albany 
Law  School,  from  which  ho  was  graduated  in  the 
Class  of  '66,  Ho  then  embarked  in  the  practice  of 
law  in  Rockford,  and  continued  to  follow  that 
profession  until  1870,  when  ho  was  appointed 
County  Treasurer,  tilling  the  office  until  the  au¬ 
tumn  of  1871.  Until  1877,  he  continued  to  reside 
in  Rockford,  ■when  he  rented  the  farm  in  Roscoe 
Township  which  was  his  homo  for  two  years.  He 
then  bought  his  present  farm,  and  to  its  cultiva¬ 
tion  has  since  devoted  his  energies. 

On  the  1st  of  January,  1868,  Mr.  Lyford  was 
joined  in  wedlock  to  Miss  Emily  M.  Brown,  a  na¬ 
tive  of  Shirley,  Mass.,  and  a  daughter  of  Rev. 
Hope  Brown,  who  was  born  in  Concord,  Mass., 
February  16,  1798.  He  acquired  his  literary  edu¬ 
cation  in  Amherst  College,  and  for  two  years  stud¬ 
ied  theology  in  Princeton,  after  which  lie  was 
ordained  a  minister  of  the  Congregational  Church 
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in  Shirley,  Masts.,  Juno  22,  1830.  At  the  same 
time  he  was  installed  as  pastor  o£  tlmt  church,  but 
alter  fifteen  years  resigned  and  removed  to  Naper¬ 
ville,  III.,  whore  he  had  charge  of  the  church  from 
1815  until  1853.  In  that  year  he  went  to  Rock- 
ford,  and  was  financial  agent  for  the  Rockford  Fe¬ 
male  Seminary  for  thirteen  years.  Daring  the 
remainder* of  his  days,  he  lived  retired  at  the  home 
of  his  daughter,  Mrs.  M.  S.  Himnan,  of  Beloit.  He 
passed  away  in  1883,  at  the  age  of  eighty- five 
years.  His  wit'ej  who  bore  the  maiden  name  of 
Mary  P.  Fuller,  was  born  in  Fitchburg,  Mass.,  and 
was  a  daughter  of  Benjamin  Fuller.  She  died  at 
the  home  of  Mrs.  Lyford,  in  August,  1890.  This 
worthy  couple  wore  prominent  people,  highly  re¬ 
spected  by  all  who  knew  them. 

Unto  our  subject  and  his  wifo  have  been  born 
two  children,  Starr  and  May.  The  mother  is  a 
member  of  the  First  Congregational  Church  of 
Rockford,  and  a  most  estimable  lady.  Mr.  Lyford 
was  a  Republican  in  polities  for  some  years,  hut 
lias  been  a  Democrat  since  1876.  He  has  a  wide  ac¬ 
quaintance  throughout  Winnebago  County,  where 
almost  his  entire  life  has  been  passed,  and  is  recog¬ 
nized  as  one  of  its  valued  citizens. 

Vj|  OHN  SEATON.  Many  of  the  most  active 
1  and  enterprising  residents  of  Shirland  Town- 
j  ship,  Winnebago  County,  am  natives  of  this 
county  and  have  here  spent  the  greater  part 
of  their  lives.  In  them  wc  find  men  of  true  loy¬ 
alty  to  the  interests  of  this  part  of  the  State,  and 
who  understand,  ns  it  were  by  instinct,  the  needs, 
social  and  industrial,  Of  this  vicinity  and  have  a 
thorough  knowledge  of  its  resources.  They  are, 
therefore,  better  adapted  to  succeed  Imre  than  a 
stranger  could  and  are  probably,  without  exception, 
warmly  devoted  to  the  prosperity  of  their  native 
place. 

Mr.  Seaton  was  bom  at  his  present  home  in 
Shirland  Township  on  the  19th  of  Aptil,  1846. 
His  father,  George  Seaton,  was  born  in  Westmore¬ 
land,  N.  Y,,  in  1803,  and  his  grandfather,  George 
Seaton,  was  a  native  of  Vermont  who,  with  his 
wife,  Hannah  (Wheeling)  Seaton,  went  to  New 


York  at  an  early  day.  They  reared  six  children, 
George  Seaton,  Jr.,  being  the  fourth  son  and  child. 
The  elder  George  Seaton  was  a  millwright  by  trade 
and  also  a  miller,  rearing  his  son  George  Seaton, 
Jr.,  to  the  same  trade.  The  latter  was  married  in 
Oneida  County,  on  the  28th  of  April,  1830,  to 
Miss  Abigail  Makinstry,  a  native  of  Stafford,  Conn., 
born  November  29,  1805*,  »nd  the  daughter  of 
Solomon  and  Jerusha  (Baldwin)  Makinstry,  both 
New  Englanders  and  the  father  a  farmer  and 
carpenter.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Makinstry  reared  eleven 
Children,  live  sons  and  six  daughters,  and  died  in 
the  East,  the  father  at  the  age  of  eighty-six,  and 
the  mother  at  the  age  of  seventy-three  years. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  left  New  York  in 
1838  and  with  a  three-horse  team  started  for  the 
State  of  Illinois.  They  were  well  equipped  with 
a  stove,  cooking  utensils,  bedding,  &c.,  Ac.,  and 
with  their  four  small  children  were  quite  comfort¬ 
able  in  making  the  trip.  They  were  several 
weeks  on  route  and  after  reaching  their  Western 
home  set  up  housekeeping  in  the  crude  log  house 
Mr.  Seaton  had  erected  on  his  two  hundred  acres 
the  year  previous.  He  paid  $1.25  per  acre  for  his 
land  and  at  onee  set  work  to  clear  liis  farm  and 
make  improvements.  He  followed  agricultural 
pursuits  all  his  life  and  was  well  known  for  his 
thrift  and  enterprise.  He  died  on  the  4th  of  Juty, 
1857,  when  fifty-four  years  of  age,  of  lung  fever 
and  quick  consumption,  and  loft  his  widow  and 
eight  living  children.  Mrs.  Seaton  is  still  living 
and,  although  now  nearly  eighty-seven  years  of 
age,  is  still  quite  strong,  both  mentally  and  phys¬ 
ically.  She  lias  been  a  hard  worker  all  her  life 
until  within  the  last  nine  years,  since  which  time 
her  daughter  has  taken  the  best  and  tenderost  care 
of  her.  She  has  been  a  Metli  odist  for  sixty  years 
and  expects  to  pass  away  triumphant  in  that  faith. 
Mr,  Seaton  was  a  Republican  in  politics. 

Eight  of  the  ten  children  born  to  this  worthy 
couple  lived  to  ho  grown,  but  two,  Francis  and 
Eli,  died  in  early  boyhood.  The  others  were 
named  Leonard  C.,  Julia  Ann,  Adaline,  Delani, 
Laura,  Abbic,  John  (our  subject)  and  Dorothy, 
respectively.  Of  these  there  are  five  living:  Leon¬ 
ard  C.  volunteered  in  a  regiment  of  Minnesota 
cavalry  in  1862  and  served  three  years  in  the 
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West,  fighting  the  Indians.  His  death  occurred  in 
Ellensburg,  Wash.,  October  18,  1890,  when  nearly 
sixty  years  of  age.  Julia  Ann,  who  married  Steven 
Card,  died  April  19,  1885,  when  fifty-three  years 
of  age,  leaving  five  children;  Abbie  died  in  Red- 
held,  Iowa,  in  1887,  when  forty-three  years  of  age 
John  Seaton,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was  roared 
on  the  farm  where  he  now  resides  and  has  spent 
his  whole  life  in  tilling  the  soil.  He  was  married, 
May  15,  1888,  to  Mrs.  Alice  L.  Ryan,  nee  Tumbling, 
a  daughter  of  William  II.  and  Miranda  (Small) 
Tumbling,  both  natives  of  New  England.  Her  pa¬ 
rents  later  moved  to  Stockholm,  St.  Lawrence 
County,  N.  Y.,  and  there  Mrs.  Seaton  was  born  on 
the  19th  of  November,  1843.  She  came  with  her 
parents  to  Wisconsin  in  1852.  Her  mother  died 
in  Forest,  Livingston  County,  Ill.,  in  January, 
1877,  when  sixty-nine  years  of  age,  and  the  father 
passed  away  at  Eagle  River,  Wis.,  May  20,  1889, 
when  eighty  years  of  age.  They  were  the  parents 
of  six  children.  Mr.  Seaton  is  a  member  of  the 
Farmers’  Mutual  Benevolent  Association,  and  al¬ 
though  formerly  a  Republican  in  politics,  is  now 
a  Prohibitionist.  Mrs.  Seaton ’s  first  marriage  re¬ 
sulted  in  the  birth  of  six  children,  but  only  one,  , 
Maggie,  is  now  living.  She  makes  her  home  in 
Wisconsin. 


PENSLY  KEZAR,  an  intelligent  and  highly 
respected  farmer  living  on  section  24,  Guil¬ 
ford  Township,  Winnebago  County,  has 
been  identified  with  the  history  of  this  commu¬ 
nity  for  more  than  half  a  century.  He  has  over¬ 
borne  his  share  in  the  work  of  development  and 
upbuilding,  has  been  an  ej-e- witness  of  its  progress 
and  advancement,  and  'well  deserves  mention 
among  its  honored  pioneers. 

Mr.  Kezar  was  born  in  Shirley,  Middlesex  Coun  ty, 
Mass.,  June  22,  1813,  and  is  a  son  of  Moses  Kezar, 
who  was  born  in  Groton,  Mass.,  July  20,  179o! 
The  great-grandfather  of  our  subject  also  bore  the 
name  of  Moses.  He  was  born  in  1710,  and  became 
an  early  settler  of  Shirley,  Mass.,  where  he  improved 
a  farm,  making  it  his  home  until  his  death.  His  son 


Jonathan  was  born  January  9,  1750,  was  reared  to 
agricultural  pursuits,  and  died  in  Shirley  in  1829. 
His  wife  boro  the  maiden  name  of  Abigail  Stowe. 

Moses  Kezar,  Jr.,  loarnod  the  trade  of  a  carpen¬ 
ter  and  joiner,  which  he  followed  in  Shirley,  Mass., 
throughout  his  entire  life.  Ilis  death  occurred  in 
July,  1825.  He  married  Celinda  Page,  who  was 
born  in  Sbirloy,  and  who  was  a  daughter”  of  Jonas 
and  Lucy  (Holden)  Pijge.  Her  mother  died  Feb¬ 
ruary -10,  1841,  Tho'I'ftther  was  an  agriculturist, 
and  spent  his  entire  life  in,  Shirley,  passing  away 
on  the  26th  of  January,  1822.  He  was  a  descend¬ 
ant  of  John  Pago,  who  came  from  Durham,  Eng¬ 
land,  to  America  in  1630,  The  mother  of  our  sub¬ 
ject  survived  her  husband  some  years,  and  was 
called  to  her  final  rest  while  living  in  Groton, 
Mass.  Their  family  numbered  five  children;  Bens- 
ly,  Charles,  Walter,  Elvira  and  Maria  S. 

Our  subject  went  to  Groton  when  a  lad  of  six¬ 
teen  years,  and  began  learning  the  trade  of  a  hat¬ 
ter,  serving  as  an  apprentice  until  ha  reached  his 
majority.  He  then  followed  the  business  on  his 
own  account  until  1836,  when  he  decided  to  try 
his  fortune  in  the  Far  West,  and  started  for  .11] i- 
j  nois,  making  the  journey  via  the  Eric  Canal  (U,d 
the  Great  Lakes  to  Detroit,  and  by  team  the  re¬ 
maining  distance.  He  located  in  what  was  then 
Winnebago  County,  but  is  now  a  part  of  Boone 
County.  At  that  time  Chicago  was  a  more  vil¬ 
lage,  and  the  greater  part  of  the  land  in  this  vi¬ 
cinity  was  not  yet  surveyed.  Doer  and  other  kinds 
of  wild  game  roamed  over  the  prairie  at  will,  the 
settlers  were  few,  and  many  of  the  towns  had  not 
yet  sprung  into  existence.  Mr.  Kezar  made  a 
claim  about  a  mile  east  of  Cherry  Valley,  upon 
which  he  erected  a  log  cabin  covered  with  shakos, 
but  soon  afterwards  sold  to  William  Fitch  and 
Henry  Lawrence.  Our  subject  then  turned  his 
attention  to  milling,  being  connected  with  the 
first  gristmill  in  either  Winnebago  or  Boone  Coun¬ 
ties.  It  was  located  in  Newburg,  and  ho  continued 
to  engage  in  its  operation  until  1850,  when  he 
purchased'  land  in  the  town  of  Flora  and  engaged 
in  farming.  In  1855,  lie  sold  and  bought  a  farm 
in  Guiford  Township,  his  present  homo. 

On  the  5th  of  January,  1844,  Mr.  Kezar  married 
Catherine  Bar  tie,  a  native  of  the  Empire  State,  and 
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a  daughter  of  .John  and  Rose  llartlc.  Iter  death 
occurred  April  0,  18*15,  ami  he  was  again  warned, 
Uis  second  union  being  with  Mrs.  Amanda  AL 
(Wilder)  Holcomb.  She  was  born  in  New  Tone, 
and  was  a  daughter  of  Orin  Wilder.  She  became 
the  wife,  of  our  subject  January  80,  1849,  and  was 
called  io  her  final  rest  June  28,  1886,  leaving  five 
children:  Jerome  M.,  Hosca  B„  Charles  F.,  Walter 
1\  and  Melon  A.  The  last-named  is  the  wife  oi 
Fred  II.  Chamberlain. 

Tn  religious  belief,  Mr.  Kezur  is  a  Unrversahst. 
He  is  a  well-informed  man  and  a  public-spirited 
and  progressive,  eitimu  To  tbo  pioneers  we  owe 
a  debt  of  gratitude  for  what  they  have  dorm  foi 
the  county,  and  among  them  our  subject  deserves 
honorable  mention. 

fNliREW  OLSON,  foreman  of  the  Forest 
City  Furniture  Company,  has  for  some 
i  years  been  identified  with  the  business  in¬ 
terests  of  Rockford,  where  1m  has  made  his 


where  the  death  of  her  father  occurred.  His  wife 
is  still  living  at  an  advanced  age.  They  wore  both 
members  of  the  First  Lutheran  Church  of  this  city. 
With  that  congregation  our  subject  and  his  estima¬ 
ble  wife  also  hold  membership. 

.  In  politics,  Mr.  Olson  is  a  supporter  of  Repub¬ 
lican  principles,  and  while  he  feels  an  interest  in 

political  affairs,  has  never  sought  or  desired  official 
preferment  for  himself.  He  is  public-spirited  and 
progressive,  manifesting  a  commendable  interest 
in  all  that  pertains  to  the  welfare  of  the  commu¬ 
nity,  its  growth  and  its  upbuilding.  Air.  and  Airs. 
Olson  rank  high  in  tlm  circles  of  society  in  which 
they  move,  and  have  a  commodious  and  fine  home 
at  No.  1202  Seventh.  Street,  which  is  the  abode  of 
hospitality.  Unto  this  worthy  couple  were  born 
five  children,  four  of  whom  arc  yet  living,  two 
sons  and  two  daughters:  Edward  II.,  George  H., 
Edna  B.  and  Delia  R.  By  his  own  efforts,  Air. 
Olson  has  worked  Ins  way  upward,  and  has  now  a 
comfortable  competence. 

In  connection  herewith  may  be  found  the  litho¬ 
graphic  portrait  of  Air.  Olson. 


home  since  .1862.  He  came  to  the  United  States 
from  Sweden,  his  native  land.  He  was  born  m 
1851  and  with  his  parents  crossed  the  Atlantic  to 
this  country.  His  father,  L,  0.  Johnson  is  still 

livin*  at  the  age  of  seventy-three  years,  and  makes 

Ms  home  in  Rockford.  Ilis  wife  died  in  this  city 
in  1889,  at  the  age  of  sixty-two  years.  Mr.  John¬ 
son  is  a  member  of  the  First  Lutheran  Church,  to 
which  the  mother  of  our  subject  also  belonged. 

Under  Urn  parental  roof  Andrew  Olson  remained 
until  after  he  had  attained  hie  majority.  He 
learned  the  trade  of  a  eahinebfimsluu  in  his  native 
lan d,  and  it  has  since  been  his  life  work.  Ho  is  an 
experienced  and  expert  workman,  and  well  capa¬ 
ble  of  filling  the  responsible  position  which  he  1ms 
held  since  1875,  a  period  of  seventeen  consecutive 
years.  He  is  ever  watchful  over  the  interests  of  iris 
company,  attends  carefully  to  every  detail  of  busi¬ 
ness,  and  has  the  entire  confidence  and  respect  of 
his  employers. 

At  Rockford,  in  1876,  Air.  Olson  led  to  tire  mar¬ 
riage  altar  Miss  Christina  Hodland,  who  was  born 
in  Sweden  in  1858,  and  came  with  her  parents  to 
the  United  , Slates,  the  family  locating  in  Rookford, 


UGUSTUS  DEVILLO  HALE,  an  enterpris¬ 
ing  farmer  residing  on  section  6,  Bonus 
Township,  is  a  representative  of  one  of 
the  honored  pioneer  families  of  Boone 
County.  His  father  and  grandfather,  both  of 
whom  hove  the  name  of  Oliver  Hale,  wore  natives 
Of  Tompkins,  Delaware  County,  N.  Y.,  where  the 
great-grandfather,  a  native  of  Now  Hampshire, 
had  settled  in  an  early  day.  The  grandfather 
served  in  the  Commissary  Department  during  the 
Revolutionary  War.  He  was  a  farmer  and  spent 
Ms  entire  life  in  the  town  of  Tompkins.  Un¬ 
der  the  parental  roof,  Oliver  Hale,  Jr.,  was  reared 
to  manhood,  and  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits 
and  stockraising.  It  was  before  the  days  of  rail¬ 
roads,  and  he  drove  his  stock  to  market  m  Phila¬ 
delphia  and  New  York. 

In  1886,  with  his  wife  and  three  children,  he 
came  to  Illinois,  making  Ms  first  location  in  Ot¬ 
tawa,  whence  he  came  to  Boone  County  with  ox- 
teams.  At  that  time  the  land  was  all  owned  by 
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the  Government,  and  had  not  yet  been  surveyed, 
there  were  lour  log  cabins  where  Belvidere  now 
stands,  and  no  other  buildings  were  in,  sight,  and 
the  nearest  settler  north  was  thirty-one  miles  dis¬ 
tant.  Deer  and  other  kinds  of  wild  game  were  seen 
in  abundance.  Mr.  Hale  purchased  a  tract  of  Gov¬ 
ernment  land  four  miles  northeast  of  Belvidere, 
and  their  first  home  was  a  double  log  cabiu,  cov¬ 
ered  with  shakes.  The  floor  was  made  of  punch¬ 
eons,  and  the  chimney  of  clay  and  sticks.  They 
bore  all  the  experiences  and  hardships  of  pioneer 
life,  had  to  go  eighty  miles  to  mill  and  market,  and 
in  consequence  were  forced  to  live  mostly  off  the 
products  of  their  farm.  Mr.  Hale  engaged  in 
the  cultivation  of  his  land  for  many  years,  and 
then  removed  to  Belvidere,  where  he  spent  eight 
years,  after  which  he  returned  to  the  home  farm, 
where  the  remainder  of  his  cLays  were  passed,  his 
death  occurring  in  December,  1885.  His  wife  was 
in  her  maidenhood  Miss  Susan  Eradt.  She  was 
born  in  Chenango  County,  1ST;  Y.,  and  was  a  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Augustus  and  Anna  (Evans)  Bradt,  the 
former  a  native  of  Holland.  Her  death  occurred 
in  1879.  She  was  the  mother  of  seven  children, 
two  of  whom  are  yet  living,  Augustus  and  Cath¬ 
erine  M. 

Our  subject  Was  born  in  Tompkins,  Delaware 
County ,  N.  Y.,  June  22,  1831,  and  was  only  five 
years  of  age  when  he  came  with  his  parents  to  Illi¬ 
nois.  He  has  witnessed  the  entire  growth  and  de¬ 
velopment  of  Boone  County.  His  education  was 
acquired  in  the  pioneer  schools.  The  first  one 
taught  in  the  township  where  he  resided  was  held  ■ 
in  the  shade  of  a  burr  oak  tree,  and  later  in  a  lo<*  j 
building,  where  the  seats  were  made  of  slabs  setup 
on  wooden  pins,  while  a  writing  desk  was  formed  « 
of  a  board  laid  on  long  pins  which  lmd  been  driven  i 
into  the  wall.  Mr.  Hale  was  early  inured  to  the  a 

arduous  task  of  developing  a  farm  from  the  wild  1 

land,  and  has  never  left  the  old  homestead,  the 
title  of  which  his  father  secured  from  the  Govern-  ii 

ment.  The  farm  now  comprises  two  hundred  and  S 

forty  acres  of  highly  improved  land,  and  the  rich  d 

and  fertile  fields  yield  him  a  golden  tribute  in  rc-  n 

turn  for  his  care  and  cultivation.  , 

On  tbc  13th  of  December,  1855,  Mr.  Hale  was 
joined  in  wedlock  with  Mary  Hull,  who  was  born  j, 


in  Putnam  County,  N.  Y.,  and  was  a  daughter  of 
Walter  B.  and  Martha  (Hill)  Hull.  Unto  them 
were  bom  six  children:  Abigail  Adolia,  Addie  C. 
John  P.,  Prank  D.,  Meeker  0.  B.  and  Fred  N.  The 
mother  was  called  to  her  final  rest  on  the  1st  of 
April,  1889,  and  her  death  was  deeply  regretted 
by  a  large  circle  of  friends  and  acquaintances.  Mr. 
Halo  is  a  Republican  in  politics,  having  been  one 
of  its  stalwart  supporters  since  the  organization  of 
the  party.  Few  have  longer  resided  in  this  com¬ 
munity  than  our  subject,  who  for  more  than  half 
a  century  has  resided  upon  the  farm  which  is  yet 
his  home.  As  an  honored  pioneer  he  well  deserves 
representation  in  this  volume,  and  it  is  with  pleas¬ 
ure  that  we  record  his  sketch. 


—  '  . .  iubnuu  upon,  a 

good  estate  in  Caledonia  Township,  Boone  County. 
A  brief  outline  of  the  labors  in  which  Mr.  Ramsm- 
has  been  engaged,  will  be  of  interest  to  our  read¬ 
ers.  He  was  born  in  Ohio,  in  1823,  and  is  the  son 
of  James  Ramsey,  who  came  from  Scotland  when 
a  young  man,  and  immediately  located  in  Ohio 
where  he  was  married  to  Hannah  Richardson,  and 
moved  to  and  settled  in  Boone  County,  Ill.,  in  1838. 

The  parental  family  of  our  subject  included  ten, 
children,  all  of  whom  lived  to  mature  years,  ami 
of  whom  four  sons  and  two  daughters  are  still  liv¬ 
ing.  Three  of  the  brothers  of  our  subject  were 
volunteer  soldiers  in  the  late  war,  two  of  them 
serving  during  the  entire  struggle.  The  father  de¬ 
parted  this  life  in  Manchester,  and  His  good  wife 
ivho  survived  him  many  years,  died  June  18,’ 
1889,  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-nine  years. 

The  original  of  this  sketch  was  married  in  18**9 
in  Ohio,  to  Abigail  Watts,  who  was  born  in  that 
State  m  1829.  Her  parents,  James  and  Anna  Watts, 
died  when  Mrs.  Ramsey  was  an  infant.  By  her 
union  with  our  subject,  five  chihlron  have  been 
born,  namely:  George,  who  married  Mary  Clem¬ 
ent,  of  Wisconsin,  is  station  agent  at  Jackson 
Junction,  and  has  one  son  and  one  daughter: 
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a  daughter  of  .John  ami  Rose  Bertie.  Her  death 
occurred  April  !>,  18-15,  ami  he  was  again  married, 
bis  second  union  being  with  Mrs.  Amanda  M. 
(Wilder)  Holcomb.  She  was  born  in  New  York, 
and  was  a  daughter  of  Grin  Wilder.  She  became 
the  wife  of  our  subject  January  30,  1HI9,  and  was 
called  to  her  final  rest  June  23,  1886,  leaving  five 
children:  Jerome  M.,  Hosea  R.,  Charles  F.,  Walter 
1>.  and  Helen  A.  The  last-named  is  Urn  wife  of 
Fred  II.  Chamberlain. 

In  religious  belief,  Mr.  Kcsxr  is  a  Univcrsahst. 
He  is  a  well-informed  man  and  a  public-spirited 
and  progressive  citizen.  To  the  pioneers  we  owe 
a  debt  of  gratitude  for  what  they  have  done  for 
the  county,  and  among  them  our  subject  deserves 
honorable  mention. 


where  the  death  of  her  father  occurred.  His  wife 
is  still  living  at  an  advanced  age.  They  as  ere  both 
members  of  the  First  Lutheran  Church  of  this  city. 
With  that  congregation  our  subject  ami  ins  estima¬ 
ble  wife,  also  bold  membership. 

,  In  polities,  Mr.  Olson  is  a  supporter  of  Repub¬ 
lican  principles,  and  while  ho  feels  an  interest  m 
political  affairs,  has  never  sought  or  desired  official 
preferment  for  himself.  He  is  public-spirited  and 
progressive,  manifesting  a  commendable  interest 
in  all  that  pertains  to  the  welfare  of  the  commu¬ 
nity,  its  growth  and  its  upbuilding.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Olson  rank  high  in  the  circles  of  society  in  which 
|  they  move,  and  have  a  commodious  ami  fine  home 
j  at  No.  1202  Seventh  .Street,  which  is  the  abode  of 
|  hospitality.  Unto  this  worthy  couple  were  born 
j  five  children,  four  of  whom  are  yet  living,  two 
sons  and  two  daughters:  Edward  II.,  George  II., 


f'NDREW  OLSON,  foreman  of  the  Forest 
Citv  Furniture  Company,  1ms  for  some 
i  years  been  identified  with  the  business  in¬ 
terests  of  Rockford,  where  ho  has  made  his 
home  since  1802.  He  came  to  the  United  States 
from  Sweden,  his  native,  land.  He  was  born  in 
1851,  and  with  hia  parents  crossed  the  Atlantic  to 
this  country.  His  father,  L.  O.  Johnson,  is  still 

lhuim  at  the  age  of  seventy-three  years,  and  makes 

his  home  in  Rockford.  His  wife  died  in  this  city 
in  188‘d,  at  the  age  of  sixty-two  years,  Mr.  John-  j 
son  is  a  member  of  the  First  Lutheran  Church,  to  i 
which  the  mother  of  our  subject  also  belonged.  j 
Under  the  parental  roof  Andrew  Olson  remained  j 
mitR  after  lie  had  attained  his  majority.  He  , 
learned  the  trade  of  a  cabinet- finisher  in  his  native 
land,  and  it  has  since  been  bis  Hfe  work.  He  is  an 
experienced  ami  expert  workman,  and  well  capa¬ 
ble  of  filling  the  responsible  position  which  he  has 
held  since  1875,  a  period  of  seventeen  consecutive 
years.  He  is  ever  watchful  over  the  interests  of  his 
company,  attends  carefully  to  every  detail  of  busi¬ 
ness,  and  has  the  entire  confidence  and  respect  of 
his  employers. 

At  Rockford,  in  1876,  Mr.  Olson  icd  to  the  mar¬ 
riage  altar  Miss  Christina  llcdland,  who  was  horn 
in  Sweden  in  1858,  and  came  with  her  parents  to 
the  United  Stales,  the  family  locating  in  Rockford, 


Olson  has  worked  his  way  upward,  and  has  now  a 
comfortable  competence. 

In  connection  herewith  may  be  found  the  litho¬ 
graphic  portrait  of  Mr.  Olson. 

SE^ws§aiiic^3i*i® 

UGUSTUS  DEVILLO  HALE,  an  enterpris- 
ifjfi  Uig  fanner  residing  on  section  6,  Bonus 
Township,  is  ft  representative  of  one  of 
mi  the  honored  pioneer  families  of  Boone 
County.  His  father  and  grandfather,  both  of 
whom  bore,  the  name  of  Oliver  Hale,  were  natives 
of  Tompkins,  Delaware  County,  N.  Y.,  where  the 
great-grandfather,  a  native  of  New  Hampshire, 
had  settled  in  an  early  day.  The  grandfather 
served  in  the  Commissary  Department  during  the 
Revolutionary  War.  He  was  a  farmer  and  spent 
Ins  entire  life  in  the  town  of  Tompkins.  Un¬ 
der  the  parental  roof,  Oliver  Hale,  Jr.,  was  reared 
to  manhood,  and  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits 
and  stoekrnising.  It  was  before  the  days  of  rail- 
;  roads,  and  he  drove  his  stock  to  market  in  Phila- 
!  dolphin  and  Noav  York. 

j  In  1838,  with  his  Avife  and  three  children,  he 
j  {.ume  to  Illinois,  making  his  first  location  in  Ot- 
|  tawa,  whence  he  came  to  Boone  County  with  ox- 
tcams.  At  that  time,  the  land  Avas  all  oaviuh!  by 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


the  Government,  and  had  not  yet  been  surveyed. 
There  were  four  log  cabins  where  Belvidere  now 
stands,  and  no  other  buildings  were  in  sight,  and 
the  nearest  settler  north  was  thirty-one  miles  dis¬ 
tant.  Deer  and  other  kinds  of  wild  game  were  seen 
in  abundance.  Mr.  Hale  purchased  a  tract  of  Gov¬ 
ernment  land  four  miles  northeast  of  Belvidere, 
and  their  first  home  was  a  double  log  cabin,  cov¬ 
ered  with  shakes.  The  floor  was  made  of  punch¬ 
eons,  and  tlie  chimney  of  clay  and  sticks.  They 
bore  all  the  experiences  and  hardships  of  pioneer 
life,  had  to  go  eighty  miles  to  mill  and  market,  and 
in  consequence  were  forced  to  live  mostly  off  the 
products  of  their  farm.  Mr.  Hale  engaged  in 
the  cultivation  of  his  land  for  many  years,  and 
then  removed  to  Belvidere,  where  he  spent  eight 
years,  after  which  he  returned  to  the  home  farm, 
where  the  remainder  of  his  daj's  were  passed,  his 
death  occurring  in  December,  1885.  His  wife  was 
in  her  maidenhood  Miss  Susan  Bradt.  She  was 
born  in  Chenango  County,  N.  Y.,  and  was  a  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Augustus  and  Anna  (Evans)  Bradt,  the 
former  a  native  of  Holland.  Her  death  occurred 
m  1879.  She  was  the  mother  of  seven  children, 
two  of  whom  are  yet  living,  Augustus  and  Cath¬ 
erine  M. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Tompkins,  Delaware 
County,  N.  Y.,  June  22,  1831,  and,  was  only  five 
years  of  age  when  he  came  with  his  parents  to  Illi¬ 
nois.  He  has  witnessed  the  entire  growth  and  de¬ 
velopment  of  Boone  County.  His  education  was 
acquired  in  the  pioneer  schools.  The  first  one  , 

taught  in  the  township  where  he  resided  was  held  < 

m  the  shade  of  a  burr  oak  tree,  and  later  in  a  Ur  i 

building,  where  the  seats  were  made  of  slabs  setup  ^ 

on  wooden  pins,  while  a  writing  desk  was  formed  |  s 
of  a  board  laid  on  long  pins  which  had  been  driven  I  r 
mto  the  wall.  Mr.  Hale  was  early  inured  to  the  v 
arduous  task  of  developing  a  farm  from  the  wild  i  1 
land,  and  has  never  left  the  old  homestead,  the  I 
title  of  which  his  father  secured  from  the  Govern-  I  i, 
ment.  The  farm  now  comprises  two  hundred  and  1  S 
forty  acres  of  highly  improved  land,  and  the  rich  d 
and  fertile  fields  yield  him  a  golden  tribute  in  re-  u 
turn  for  his  care  and  cultivation.  , 

On  the  13th  of  December,  1855,  Mr.  Hale  was  I  ei 
joined  m  wedlock  with  Mary  Hull,  who  was  born  Ji 


in  Putnam  County,  N.  Y.,  and  was  a  daughter  of 
Waller  B.  and  Martha  (Ilill)  Hull.  Unto  them 
were  bom  six  children:  Abigail  Adolia,  Addie  C. 
John  P.,  Frank  I).,  Meeker  O.  B.  and  Fred  N.  The 
mother  was  called  to  her  final  rest  on  the  1st  of 
April,  1889,  and  her  death  was  deeply  regretted 
by  a  large  circle  of  friends  and  acquaintances.  Mr. 
Hale  is  a  Republican  in  polities,  having  been  one 
of  its  stalwart  supporters  since  the  organization  of 
the  party.  Few  have  longer  resided  in  this  com¬ 
munity  than  our  subject,  who  for  more  than  half 
a  century  has  resided  upon  the  farm  which  is  yet 
his  home.  As  an  honored  pioneer  lie  well  deserves 
representation  in  this  volume,  and  it  is  with  pleas¬ 
ure  that  we  record  liis  sketch. 


good  estate  in  Caledonia  Township,  Boone  County. 
A  brief  outline  of  the  labors  in  which  Mr.  Ramsev 
lms  been  engaged,  will  bo  of  interest  to  our  read¬ 
ers  lie  was  born  in  Ohio,  in  1823,  and  is  the  son 
of  James  Pmrascy,  who  came  from  Scotland  when 
a  young  man,  and  immediately  located  in  Ohio 
whore  he  was  married  to  Hannah  Richardson,  and 
moved  to  and  settled  in  Boone  County,  Ill.,  in  1838. 

The  parental  family  of  our  subject  included  ten, 
children,  all  of  whom  lived  to  mature  years,  and 
I  of  whom  four  sons  and  two  daughters  are  still  liv- 
mg.  Three  of  the  brothers  of  our  subject  were' 

I  voluntcer  soldiers  in  the  late  war,  two  of  them 
!  servin£  d.urinJ?  th0  entire  struggle.  The  father  de¬ 
parted  this  life  in  Manchester,  and  his  good  wife 
who  survived  him  many  years,  died '  June  18,' 
1889,  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-nine  years. 

I  he  original  of  this  sketch  was  married  in  1849 
in  Ohio,  to  Abigail  Watts,  who  was  born  in  that 
State  in  1829.  Her  parents,  James  and  Anna  Walls, 
died  when  Mrs.  Ramsey  was  an  infant.  By  her 
union  with  our  subject,  five  children  have  been 
born,  namely:  George,  who  married  Mary  Clem¬ 
ent,  of  Wisconsin,  is  station  agent  at  Jackson 
Junction,  and  has  one  son  and  one  daughter 
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Edwin,  who  married  Ella  Barmore,  of  Manchester 
Township,  lost  Ins  wife  in  February,  1891,  after 
having  become  the  father  of  three  children;  Stella, 
Nettie  and  Leah;  Charles,  who  is  station  agent 
at  Babcock,  Wis.,  married  Maud  Henderson,  and 
has  had  born  to  him  one  son,  Guy,  and  a  daughter, 
Grace;  Bina,  now  Mrs,  John  Elliott,  of  Morgan 
Park,  Ill.,  is  preparing  for  the  Baptist  ministry; 
Carrie  married  John  Howell,  of  Capron,  who  is 
the  foreman  of  the  creamery. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ramsey  started  in  life  empty-handed  | 
and,  beinghlessed  with  health, by  industry  and  good 
judgment  have  accumulated  a  handsome  property, 
and  are  the  possessors  of  a  quarter-section  of  land, 
under  good  cultivation,  in  Floyd  County,  Iowa; 
one  hundred  and  ten  acres  in  Caledonia  Township, 
this  county,  and  also  a  pleasant  two-story  house 
and  one  acre  Of  ground  in  Clinton,  Wis.  They 
are  members  in  good  standing  of  the  Congrega¬ 
tional  Church,  and  our  subject,  in  polities,  is  an 
unswerving  Republican, 

\||  SAIAII  J.  SHELDKN.  No  location  on  the 
|j  continent  excels  that  of  Northern  Illinois  for 
/it  the  encouragement  offered  to  agriculturists  in 
supplying  the  means  for  their  success.  With  a  de¬ 
lightful  climate,  fertile  soil  and  every  facility  for 
transportation,  it  is  not  strange  that  the  farming 
population  has  increased  with  a  rapidity  seldom 
witnessed  elsewhere,  and  that  examples  of  success 
are  very  numerous. 

Among  the  fanners  who  have  become  prosperous 
through  industry  and  energy,  may  be  mentioned 
the  gentleman  whose  name  introduces  these  para¬ 
graphs,  and  whose  positiou  is  among  the  most  in- 
lUmnlial  agriculturists  of  Seward  Township,  Win¬ 
nebago  County.  He  was  born  in  Granger,  Medina 
County,  Ohio,  October  17,  1829,  and  is  the  son  of 
David  and  Anna  Sheldon,  of  whom  further  men¬ 
tion  is  made  in  the  sketch  of  G.  G.  Sheldon,  pre¬ 
sented  on  another  page. 

In  the  youth  of  our  subject,  the  biographical 
writer  finds  little  of  especial  importance  to  chron¬ 
icle,  his  time  being  devoted  to  the  usual  routine  of 
school  studios  and  farm  labor,  He  was  married 


May  19,  1853,  in  Granger,  Ohio,  to  Miss  Orenda 
Phelps,  wlio  was  born  Oetobui  4,  1831,  in  the  town 
of  Ken  fc,  Portage  Comity,  Ohio.  Her  parents  were 
Silas  and  Clarinda  (Williams)  Phelps,  the  father 
being  a  native  of  Connecticut,  and  the  son  of  Jo- 
siali  and  Roxina  Phelps,  natives  of  .New  England, 
and  descended  from  English  forefathers.  Mrs. 
She! den  is  one  of  ten  children,  of  whom  six  are 
now  living  (1892).  Two  brothers  were  in  the 
war,  Silas  in  the  Forty-fifth,  and  Will  in  the  Sev- 
enty-f mirth  Illinois  Infantry. 

The  record  of  the  children  of  our  subject  and 
in's  estimable  wife  is  as  follows:  Silas  J.,  bom 
March  2,  1855,  is  married  to  Lavina  Everette,  and 
has  one  child,  Charles  Jay;  Eluora  died  October 
18,  1859,  aged  nine  months;  William  I).,  born  July 
29,  18G0,  married  Miss  Lillie  Stoekburger,  a  school 
teacher,  lias  one  child,  Verna  May,  and  lives 
in  Seward;  Charles  L,  born  November  5,  1863, 
married  Miss  Vatic.  Everette,  a  school  teacher,  and 
has  one  child,  Clare  Isaiah;  Mattie  0.,  born  April 
20,  1807,  is  the  wife  of  Hunter  Marks,  and  resides 
in  Seward;  Sarah  A.  died  May  17,  1891,  aged 
twenty-one  years  and  three  months;  Edward  J., 
bom  March  13,  1872,  and  Frank  L.,  July  20,  1874, 
are  still  with  their  parents. 

After  his  marriage,  our  subject  came  to  Winne¬ 
bago  County,  where,  with  his  hard-earned  cash,  he 
bought  a  tract  of  land  comprising  about  one  hun¬ 
dred  and  ten  acres.  His  labors  being  crowned  with 
success,  he  continued  to  add  to  the  original  pur¬ 
chase  until  he  acquired  six  hundred  and  forty  acres, 
of  which  he  subsequently  sold  two  hundred  and 
forty  acres  to  his  sons  on  easy  terms,  He  still  owns 
two  hundred  and  forty  acres,  and  eleven  lots  in 
West  Rockford,  and  devotes  much  time  and  at¬ 
tention  to  Holstein  cattle.  The  high  grade  of 
dairy  cows  in  this  section  of  country  is  largely  due 
to  Ins  untiring  exertions  in  introducing  that  ex¬ 
cellent  breed  of  bovine.  His  success  in  that  de¬ 
partment  of  agriculture  is  worthy  of  special  men¬ 
tion.  He  also  breeds  the  finest  iff  Norman  horses. 

Mr.  Sheldon  is  a  Republican,  but  never  meddles 
in  political  affairs,  although  at  the  request  of  his 
fellow-citizens  he  has  filled  several  local  offices  for 
years,  and  his  services  lmve  been  efficient  in  the 
best  interests  of  the  community.  He  and  his  wife 
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are  highly  esteemed  throughout  the  community, 
and  although  their  attention  is  largely  devoted  to 
home  cares  and  duties,  the}'  nevertheless  find  time 
to  aid  in  church  and  charitable  work,  Mrs.  Sheldon 
bei  ng  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
Mattie  and  Sarah  were  graduates  of  Winnebago 
High  School,  and  taught  school  many  terms. 


|¥j  AMES  WALSH  is  one  of  the  prosperous  and 
I  substantial  business  men  of  Rockford,  Ill., 
|i  and  is  interested  indirectly  with  his  sons  in 
HSSgp  general  merchandising.  He  is  also  proprietor 
of  the  Rockford  Bottling  Works  at  No.  408  South 
Main  Street.  The  sons  are  engaged  in  the  general 
grocery  business  and  are  quartered  at  No.  40 2  Elm. 
Street,  -where  they  have  a  lucrative  business. 

Mr,  Walsh  came  to  Rockford  in  the  spring  of 
1858  and,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  years,  has 
been  a  resident  of  this  city  ever  since,  In  1869, 
he  formed  a  partnership  with  Michael  Joyce 
and  they  continued  in  business  together  until 
March,  1882,  since  which  time  Mr.  Walsh  has  had 
his  sons  in  business  with  him.  Mr.  Walsh  has  been 
frugal  and  industrious,  has  made  money,  and  is 
owner  of  some  excellent  property  in  this  city,  in¬ 
cluding  the  business  house  at  No.  402  Elm  Street 
and  a  line  residence  at  No,  719  South  Winnebago 
Street. 

Our  subject  came  here  from  the  Keystone  State, 
and  was  but  fifteen  years  of  age  when  he  left  his 
native  place,  County  Tipperary,  Ireland,  and 
came  to  the  United  States.  He  was  born  in  1888, 
and  when  about  ten  years  of  age,  bis  father,  Pat¬ 
rick  Walsh,  and  his  mother,  Bridget  Lubey,  both 
died.  The  father  died  on  the  8th  of  February, 
1819,  when  only  fifty -seven  years  of  age,  and  the 
mother  followed  him  to  the  grave  in  May  of  the 
same  year,  when  fifty-five  years.  They  were  both 
life-long  members  of  the  Catholic  Church,  The 
father  was  a  native  of  Walshbog,  County  Tipper¬ 
ary,  Ireland,  the  same  being  named  in  honor  of 
the  family,  and  was  a  carpenter  by  trade.  Of  the 
eight  children  born  to  this  union  only  one  beside 
our  subject  is  now  living,  Mary,  wife  of  Thomas 
Shilerly,  who  was  a  prominent  contractor  and 


builder  in  Indiana,  and  who  is  now  engaged  in 
farmiug  near  Crawfordsville  of  that  Stale,  owning 
ins  farm  of  two  hundred  acres. 

The  original  of  this  sketch  was  married,  in  Rock¬ 
ford,  to  Miss  Mary  Delaney,  a  native  of  County 
Tipperary,  Ireland,  born  in  1842,  and  the  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Edward  and  Johanna  (Tracy)  Delaney,  both 
of  that  comity.  There  the  father  died  when  in 
the  prime  of  life  and  when  his  daughter,  Mrs. 
Walsh,  the  only  one  born  to  her  parents,  was 
hut  a  small  child.  In  1856,  she  came  with  her 
mother  to  the  United  states  and  they  made  their 
home  in  West  Chester,  Chester  County,  Pa.  until 
i  1862.  when  they  came  to  Rockford,  Ill.  In  this  city 
the  mother’s  death  occurred  in  March,  1891,  when 
seventy-eight  years  of  age.  She,  as  well  as  her 
husband,  was  a  life-long  wembor  of  the  Catholic 
Church. 

Of  the  seven  children  bom  to  Mr.  and  Mrs, 
Walsh,  two  are  deceased:  William,  Sr.,  and  Will¬ 
iam,  Jv.,  both  of  whom  died  young.  Those  living 
are  Thomas  F,  and  James  P„,  in  the  grocery  busi¬ 
ness  at  No.  402  Elm  Street  and  successful  young 
men;  John  J„  book-keeper  for  his  father  in  the 
bottling  works;  Alice  C,,  now  at  school  at  St. 
Joseph’s  Academy,  Dubuque,  Iowa,  and  M.  Bessie, 
at  home,  going  to  St,  Mary’s  School,  All  the  fam¬ 
ily  arc  members  of  St.  Mary’s  Catholic  Church. 
Mr,  Walsh  is  a  Democrat  in  national  politics,  and 
his  first  Presidential  vote  was  cast  for  Stephen  A. 
Douglas, 

SEYMOUR  FULLER,  who  is  prominently 
identified  with  the  agricultural  interests  of 
Flora  Township,  Boone  County,  was  born 
in  Khaftsbury,  Bennington  County,  Vt., 
July  8,  1817,  His  father,  Solomon  Fuller,  it  is 
thought,  was  horn  in  Connecticut  and  followed  the 
life  of  a  farmer.  He  removed  to  Khaftsbury,  Vt,,  and 
after  residing  there  a  number  of  years,  in  1885 
took  up  his  abode  in  Wyoming  County,  N.  Y.,  and, 
purchasing  a  farm  in  the  town  of  White,  made  that 
place  his  home  until  his  decease  at  the  advanced  age 
of  ninety-one  years.  His  wife,  prior  to  her  mar¬ 
riage.  was  known  as  Persis  Bennett;  after  the  death 
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men  after  the  organization  of  the  city,  was  for 
some  years  a  member  of  the  City  School  Board  and 
has  represented  liis  township  on  the  County  Board 
of  Supervisors.  He  Is  now  a  member  of  the  County 
Central  Committee  of  the  Republican  party,  and 
for  some  years  was  its  Chairman,  His  public  duties 
he  has  ever  discharged  with  promptness  and  fidel¬ 
ity,  thereby  winning  the  commendation  of  all  con¬ 
cerned. 

ae^^iaipaii€gggi» 

jf  P.  B.  JONES.  The  history  of  every  eom- 

||  m unity  is  made  up,  so  far  as  its  more  inter-  j 
ijSjJII  Cstillg  features  are  concerned,  of  the  events  | 
ancl  transactions  of  the  lives  of  its  promi¬ 
nent,  representative  citizens.  In  any  worthy  his¬ 
tory  of  Boone  County,  an  outline  of  the  life  of  the 
subject  of  the  present  sketch  should  not  fail  to 
be  given,  together  with  a  sketch  of  the  family. 
Mr.  Jones  was  bora  in  Rensselaer  County,  N.  Y., 
June  6, 1854,  and  is  a  son  of  J.  P.  .Tones,  of  Clierrv 
Valley.  J 

Our  subject  received  a  good  practical  education 
in  the  schools  of  Belvidere  and  finished  in  Rock¬ 
ford.  lie  remained  home  un  til  twenty-three  years 
of  age,  but  began  fighting  his  own  way  in  life  at  the 

age  of  twenty-one.  He  purchased  a  one-half  interest 
in  his  father’s  farm  and  in  other  ways  demonstrated 
that  he  had  much  energy  and  push  about  lam. 

He  was  married,  on  the  31st  of  December,  1878,  to 
Miss  Elvira  Howard,  a  native  of  Cherry  Valley 
Ill.,  horn  November  7,  1861,  and  a  daughter  of 
Wesley  and  Elvira  (Brown)  Howard.  Mrs.  Jones 
was  well  educated  in  Evanston,  III,  and  was  sub¬ 
sequently  in  a  convent  in  Chicago. 

Since  starting  out  for  himself,  our  subject  l.as 
been  engaged  in  breeding  Hereford  cattle  in  con¬ 
nection  with  agricultural  pursuits  and  is  one  of 
the  most  successful  stockmen  and  farmers  in  the 
county.  He  has  one  of  the  finest  residences  in  his 
section.  All  his  farming  operations  are  conducted 
in  a  manner  which  clearly  proves  his  efficiency  as 
a  tiller  of  the  soil,  and  as  a  stockman  his  reputa¬ 
tion  is  firmly  established.  He  usually  has  about 
seventy-five  head  of  choice  Hereford  cattle  and 
keeps  nothing  but  full-blooded  stock.  Besides  j 


having  a  fine  herd  of  Ilerofords,  our  subject  makes 
a  specialty  of  breeding  trotting  horses,  and  owns 
some  most  promising  stock  in  this  line.  At  the 
head  of  liis  herd  of  Ilerofords  is  “Prince  Edward 
the  II,”  No.  14,117.  At  some  of  the  most  note¬ 
worthy  exhibits  of  blooded  stock,  this  animal  has 
taken  first  prize.  In  trotting  stock,  Mr.  Jones 
keeps  standard-bred  horses,  and  an  animal  coming 
from  the  J.  P.  B.  Jones  farm  is  sufficient  guarantee 
of  its  pedigree  and  qualities  generally. 

Mr.  Jones  is  a  member  of  Blue  Lodge  No.  173, 
of  Cherry  Valley,  A.  P.  &.  A,  M.;  Kishwankee’ 
Chapter  No,  90,  R.  A.  M.,  of  Belvidere;  Crusader 
Com  man  dery  No.  17,  If.  T.,  of  Rockford;  Cherry 
\  alley  Lodge,  I.  0.  0.  R;  Vesper  Lodge,  If.  P.; 
Cherry  Valley  Camp  No.  277,  M,  W.  A.;  and  tho 
National  Union,  of  Belvidere.  He  votes  with  the 
Republican  party.  His  rural  homo  is  the  abode  of 
domestic  happiness  and  tho  center  of  true  hospi¬ 
tality. 

>  _ . . 

#^E0KGE  WANDS,  one  of  the  well-known  and 
if  <5®  Prosperous  farmers  of  Boone  County,  Hi. 

is  a  descendant  of  English  ancestors,  whose 
principal  occupations  were  as  merchants.  How¬ 
ever,  they  finally  drifted  into  tillers  of  the  soil 
and  that  has  been  the  occupation  our  subject  lias 
pursued  all  his  life.  He  was  originally  from  New 
York  State,  born  in  Hancock,  Delaware  County, 
October  7,  1818,  and  his  parents,  Samuel  and  Arle- 
mecia  (Covey)  Sands,  wore  natives  of  the  same 
State,  the  father  born  in  the  same  county.  Samuel 
was  engaged  in  the  lumber  business  for  many  years, 
also  followed  merchandising,  and  in  connection 
carried  on  a  small  farm  for  many  years.  In  1838, 
he  sold  out  and  Came  via  the  canal  and  Lakes  to 
Chicago,  and  then,  with  tho  four  horses  brought 
with  him,  he  and  his  family  pushed  on  to  this 
county.  They  first  settled  in  Bonus  Township, 
and  cultivated  the  soil  for  many  years.  The  father 
made  liis  home  with  his  children  during  the  latter 
pait  of  his  life,  but  died  at  his  own  homo  when 
■eighty-nine  years  of  age.  The  mother  died  in 
Placer  County,  Cal.,  when  seventy-eight  years  of 
age.  Samuel  Sands  was  a  son  of  George  and  Jem- 
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ima  (Smith)  Sands,  both  natives  of  the  Fry-ire 
State,  who  died  in  Delaware  Counly  of  that  ate 
when  well  along  in  years. 

Om*  subject  was  one  of  seven  children,  four 
sons  and  three  daughters,  and  remained  with  his 
parents  until  twenty-one  years  of  age,  working  on 
the  farm  for  his  father.  After  reaching  his  ma¬ 
jority,  lie  branched  out  for  himself,  and  after  com¬ 
ing  to  the  West,  in  183b,  he  took  up  three  hundred 
and  fifty  acres  of  Government  land  and  began 
making  improvements.  On  the  18th  of  January, 
1844,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Betsey  Hands,  a  na¬ 
tive  of  Tompkins  Township,  Delaware  County, 
N.  Y,,  born  April  2, 1826,  and  a  sister  of  Frederick 
Hands  (see  sketch).  Mrs.  Hands’  father  was  the 
very  that  settler  on  Bonus  Prairie,  Boone  Couuty, 

111.,  and  experienced  in  every  way  the  trials  and 
privations  incident  to  early  settlement.  He  was 
born  July  8,  1801,  and  liis  wife  was  born  in  1802. 

To  Mr,  and  Mrs.  Hands  were  horn  seven  chil¬ 
dren,  only  three  now'  living:  George  II.,  a  native 
of  Bonus  Township,  Boone  County,  married  Miss 
Esther  I).  Ricks,  and  has  one  daughter*  He  is  in 
Idaho  and  is  engaged  in  the  stock  business;  Clar¬ 
ence  0.  was  also  horn  in  this  county,  and  married 
Miss  Martha  Cooper,  who  bore  him  one  son.  He 
is  also  engaged  in  the  stock  business  in  Idaho. 
Edward  F.,  born  in  the  same  place,  married  Miss 
Clara  Susie,  Ricks,  who  died  January  20,  1890, 
leaving  a  little  girl.  Edward  is  also  in  the  stock 
business  in  Idaho,  and  the  boys  have  a  thousand 
acres  of  ranch  land. 

After  marriage,  our  subject  settled  in  a  log  house, 
16x20  feet,  built  by  his  own  hands  on  the  Gov¬ 
ernment  land,  and  there  he  lived  for  ten  years,  all 
Of  his  children  having  been  born  there.  In  1850, 
like  thousands  of  others,  lie  was  filled  with  a  great 
desire  to  reach  the  gold  regions  of  California  and 
■went  overland  with  a  company.  lie  remained 
there  for  eighteen  months,  and  then  returned  by 
way  of  the  Isthmus  to  Iris  home  in  Illinois.  In 
1852,  he  returned  to  the  Pacific  coast,  and  for  two 
years  was  engaged  in  mining  and  merchandising. 
He  then  sold  out  and  returned  to  Boone  County, 

111.,  and  sold  his  old  home  in  Bonus  Township, 
After  this  ho  bought  his  present  farm  of  about  two 
hundred  acres  which  was  then  mostly  wild  and 


uncultivated,  and  this  has  since  been  transformed 
into  one  of  the  finest  tracts  of  laud  in  the  county. 
IBs  home  is  very  pleasant  and  cheerful  and  is  pre¬ 
sided  over  by  that  noted  housekeeper,  his  worthy 
wife.  Mr.  Hands  is  engaged  in  general  farming, 
but  stock-raising  i*.  >is  principal  occupation.  lie 
is  also  interested  in  the  stock  ranches  owned  by 
his  sons  in  Idaho.  They  first  thought  of  locating 
in  that  State  in  1883,  and  iti  March  of  that  year 
Mr.  Hands  and  his  sons  took  some  blooded  stock 
with  them,  a  dairy  outfit  for  one  hundred  cows, 
and  then  bought  a  few  hundred  head  after  reaeh- 
!  ing  that  State  (then  a  territory).  Mr.  Sands  sold 
!  out  his  stock  and  returned  to  Illinois,  leaving  his 
I  boys  to  conduct  further  operations  there.  They 
t  are  now  classed  among  the  largest  ranchmen  of  the 
j  Great  West, 

Mrs.  Hands,  who  is  a  most  intelligent  and  refined 
lady,  was  elected  School  Director  in  her  township, 
the  first  time  in  the  history  of  the  county  that  a 
lady  has  filled  that  position,  She  is  also  a  member 
of  the  Woman’s  Christian  Temperance  Union, 
in  which  she  has  held  office,  and  she  and  her  hus¬ 
band  are  members  of  the  Patrons  of  Husbandry 
No.  2,349,  to  which  they  have  belonged  ever  since 
its  organization.  Mr.  Sands  voted  the  Democratic 
ticket  once,  and  since  then  he  has  been  a  most 
earnest  supporter  of  Republican  principles.  He 
voted  for  Gen.  Fremont,  was  with  that  noted  man 
in  the  mountains,  and  returned  to  the  East  by  way 
of  the  Isthmus  with  him.  His  sous  are.  all  Repub¬ 
licans  and  bright  business  men  in  the  young  State 
of  Idaho. 


VILLI  AM  MALTBIE  ROWLAND  was  born 
in  Fairfield,  Conn.,  June  25,  1796.  Ills 
father  and  grandfather  were  honored  law¬ 
yers.  His  grandmother  was  Elizabeth,  daughter  of 
Thomas  Fitch,  Governor  of  Connecticut  (1754-66). 
He  himself  road  law,  but  i-elinquisbed  it  for  a  mer¬ 
cantile  life,  into  which  he  entered  at  an  early  age 
in  the  city  of  New  York.  lie  married  Clara  Leon¬ 
ard,  daughter  of  Rev.  Henry  Wight,  I).  1).,  of  Bris¬ 
tol,  R.  L,  a  graduate  of  Harvard,  and  a  soldier  of 
the  Revolution,  as  was  also  her  maternal  grand  fa- 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


ther,  Col.  Zephaniah  Leonard,  of  Taunton,  Mass. 
While  still  young1,  Mr.  Rowland  removed  to  Au¬ 
gusta,  Ga.,  where  ho  was  first  a  merchant  and  later 
was  connected  with  the  Iron  Steamboat  Company, 
a  corporation  running  a  line  of  steamers  between 
Augusta  and  Savannah. 

During  his  residence  in  Augusta,  Mr.  Rowland 
was  an  honored  citizen,  and  was  vigorous  ant 
prompt  in  support  of  all  measures  for  the  public 
good.  Soon  after  the  repeal  of  the  Missouri  Com¬ 
promise  in  1854,  the  Hon,  Alexander  H.  Stephens, 
then  Member  of  Congress,  informally  received  the 
leading  citizens  of  Augusta.  Long  his  warm  friend, 
Mr.  Rowland  alone  did  not  join  in  the  congratula¬ 
tions  offered  Mr.  Stephens,  but  assured  him  that 
the  repeal  would  be  most  calamitous  to  the  coun-  | 
try  at  large,  and  especially  to  the  South. 

In  1855,  our  subject  removed  with  his  family  to 
Rockford,  Ill.  Here  he  lived  until  his  death,  April 
29,  1869,  leaving  in  the  hearts  of  those  who  knew 
him  the  memory  of  those  virtues  which  most 
adorn  our  human  nature.  In  1871,  Mrs.  Rowland 
and  Her  daughters  removed  to  Chicago,  where  she 
died  December  26,  1880.  Two  sons  still  resido  in 
Rockford:  William  L,  was  graduated  at  Yale  Col¬ 
lege  in  1852,  and  lias  been  Librarian  of  the  Public 
Library  since  its  establishment  in  1872;  and  Robert 
C.,  a  soldier  in  the  Union  army,  and  since  the  war 
a  well-known  druggist. 

zplEORGE  8.  BROWN  bears  the  distinction  of 
(if  CW  ^ie  oldest  living  native-born  resident 
vVs=af  no^  making  his  homo  within  the  confines 
of  Rockford  Township,  Winnebago  County.  He 
is  highly  honored  for  the  active  part  lie  has  taken 
in  developing  its  resources  and  in  furtherin'’  its 
material  prosperity.  He  is  the  fortunate  possessor 
of  large  and  splendidly  cultivated  lands  in  this  and 
other  townships,  and  oil  liis  homestead  is  success¬ 
fully  engaged  in  farming  pursuits. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch,  whose  portrait  will 
be  noticed  on  the  opposite  page,  was  born  in  the 
city  of  Rockford  on  June  28,  1839,  to  Mowry  and 
Lucy  (Pease)  Brown.  When  an  infant  of  one 
year,  his  parents  removed  from  the  city  to  a  farm 


in  Owen  Township,  where  he  grew  to  mature 
years.  His  education  was  obtained  in  this  district 
and  ho  attended  the  first  school  taught  in  the  first 
schoolhouso  ever  erected  in  Owen  Township,  Mercy 
Nichols,  who  afterward  becamo  the  wife  of  William 
McKindley,  being  liis  teacher.  Remaining  on  the 
old  homestead  until  reaching  his  twentieth  year, 
our  subject  commenced  to  learn  the  trade  of  a  car¬ 
penter,  which  occupation  ho  followed  until  tho 
year  1865.  He  was  very  industrious  and  saved  his 
earnings  and  in  tho  year  above  mentioned  was  en¬ 
abled  to  buy  one  hundred  acres  of  land  on  section 
35,  Owen  Township,  paying  one-third  cash  for  his 
place.  He  at  once  commenced  the  career  of  a  suc¬ 
cessful  farmer,  and  devoted  liis  attention  closely  to 
cultivating  his  place. 

On  that  farm  our  subject  resided  until  1881, 
when,  having  purchased  an  estate  of  seventy  acres 
on  North  Main  Street,  near  tho  city  of  Rockford, 
he  removed  to  this  place  and  has  since  been  a  resi¬ 
dent  hero.  The  original  one  hundred  acres  still 
remain  in  his  possession,  and  besides  that  lie  owns 
one  hundred  and  forty-four  acres  on  sections  25 
and  86,  of  the  same  township,  and  another  t  ract  of 
[  ono  hundred  and  thirty-one  and  one-half  acres  on 
I  sections  17  and  18,  Guilford  Township.  These 
several  fine  estates  Mr.  Brown  rents  to  tenants  and 
!  *n  receipt  therefrom  of  a  profitable  income. 
When  the  ‘'boom”  of  1890  "struck”  the  city  of 
Rockford,  lie  sold  sixty-live  acres  of  his  Rockford 
farm,  retaining  five  acres  for  liis  home. 

Mr.  Brown’s  home  is  made  pleasant  and  liis  life 
is  cheered  by  the  presence  of  his  amiable  wife, 
with  whom  he  was  united  in  marriage  in  1868, 
Jennie  Rogers,  as  she  was  formerly  known,  was 
bom  in  England  and  came  to  America  with  her 
parents,  John  and  Jane  Rogers,  when  a  child  of 
live  years.  She  was  reared  in  Guilford  Township, 
this  county,  receiving  her  education  in  the  district 
schools.  Of  the  union  of  Mr,  and  .Mrs.  Brown 
there  have  been  born  eight  children,  namely: 
William,  Flora,  Edith,  Lucy,  George,  Jessie,  Ruby 
and  Norma.  Flora  married  Fred  W.  Johns.  Mrs. 
Brown  is  a  member  in  good  standing  of  the  Pres¬ 
byterian  Church.  Mr.  Brown  casts  his  Presiden¬ 
tial  vote  with  tho  Republican  party,  never  swerv¬ 
ing  from  its  principles  at  any  time.  Their  pleasant 


iind  attractive  home  is  the  frequent  resort  of  the 
friends  whom  they  have  gathered  around  them 
during  their  residence  hero,  and  by  whom  they 
will  be  kindly  remembered  long  after  they  have 
departed  lienee. 
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II ARLEK  E.  BROWN.  This  gentleman, 
(Si  ft  who  owned  a  fine  farm  of  sixty-ono  and 
one-half  acres,  located  one-half  mile  from 
Rockford,  during  the  “boom”  of  180(1  sold  ail  of 
his  tract  but  seven  acres,  on  which  he  is  residing 
at  the  present  time.  lie  is  also  the  proprietor  of 
an  excellent  estate  of  three  hundred  and  twenty- 
live  acres  in  Owen  Township,  Winnebago  County, 
which  is  operated  by  bis  son. 

September  15,  1841,  the  birth  of  our  subject  oc¬ 
curred  in  Jersey  County,  this  State.  He  was  one  of 
eleven  children  born  to  Mowry  and  Lucy  (Pease) 
Brown,  the  former  a  native  of  Rhode  Island.  Ilis 
grandfather,  Joseph  Brown,  followed  farming  pur¬ 
suits  in  his  native  Slate  (Rhode  Island),  where  lie 
passed  the  greater  part  of  his  life,  although  his 
death  occurred  at  11  u*.  home  of  the  father  of  our 
subject  in  Illinois.  Mowry  Brown  was  reared  and 
educated  in  bis  native  town  and,  when  choosing 
an  occupation  for  himself,  learned  the  carpenter’s 
trade,  soon  after  which  he  came  to  the  Prairie  State, 
and  located  near  Alton,  following  his  trade  until 
1 888. 

At  that  date  Mowry  Brown  made  his  advent  into 
Winnebago  Comity,  when  most  of  the  land  in  this 
section  was  owned  by  the  Government,  and  the 
city  of  Rockford  was  little  more  than  a  hamlet. 
He  prosecuted  his  trade*  in  Rockford  for  a  time,' 
then  entering  a  tract  of  land  in  what  is  now  Owen 
Township,  erected  thereon  a  log  cabin  and  made 
that  place  Ids  home  for  a  number  of  years.  As 
there  were  no  railroads  in  this  locality,  and  Chi¬ 
cago  was  the  nearest  market,  all  the  farm  products 
wen*  conveyed  thither  by  means  of  ox-teams.  Mr, 
Brown  carried  on  the  carpenter's  trade,  at  the  same 
time  superintending  the  improvement  of  his  new 
home  where  he  resided  until  his  death. 

The  maiden  name  of  the  mother  of  our  subject 
"as  Lucy  Pease.  She  was  horn  in  Medina,  N.  Y.,  , 


io  and  now  resides  on  the  old  homestead  in  0 
m  Township.  Sue’ was  on  a  visit  in  Jersey  Cou 
>y  this  State,  when  our  subject  was  born,  and  as 
ro  was  an  infant  when  his  mother  returned  to  V 
nebago  County,  he  very  naturally  feels  that  h 
a  native  of  this  place.  He  has  been  a  perman 
resident  of  this  county  and  lias  witnessed  its 
tiro  growth  and  development.  In  his  early  d 
i,  he  attended  the  pioneer  log  selioolhouse,  wh 
1  ‘was  furnished  in  the  most  primitive  manner, 
i  attaining  his  seventeenth  year,  in  company  w 
f  his  brother  George,  lie  rented  a  tract  of  land 
>  (Bven  Township  and  engaged  in  farming.  Tb 
f  also  purchased  a  threshing-machine  which  they  c 
crated  with  extraordinary  success  for  a  number 
»  yeaivs’  ;uul  continued  to  work  together  until  abo 
six  years  previous  to  the  marriage  of  our  subje 
After  celebrating  that  important  event,  Mr.  Brov 
became  a  fireman  on  an  engine  running  on  the  A 
lanta  &  Great  Western  Railroad,  and  was  thus  e 
gaged  for  a  twelvemonth,  when  ho  located  on 
tract  of  land  which  he  laid  purchased  in  Owe 
Township.  He  cultivated  the  soil  for  four  year 
then,  disposing  of  his  estate,  was  employed  i 
manufacturing  brick  in  company  with  his  fathi 
and  brother,  operating  together  for  nine  years. 

Believing  agriculture  to  he  the  most  profitabl 
business  in  which  he  could  engage,  Mr.  Brown  pui 
chased  two  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  land  b 
Owen  Township,  where  ho  cultivated  the  soil  fo 
six  years,  and  then  became  proprietor  of  the  sixty 
one  and  one-half  acres  located  one-half  mile  fron 
Rockford  and  which  has  been  mentioned  above 
December  27,  1864,  Mr.  Brown  was  married  R 
I  Miss  1  ranees  Mary  Burritt,  a  native  of  Auburn 
Cayuga  County,  N,  Y.  She  was  one  of  seven  chil¬ 
dren  horn  to  Charles  and  Laura  (Remington)  Bur- 
ntt,  the  former  SPlintive  of  Bridgeport,  Conn  Her 
paternal  grandparents,  Iiben  and  Polly  Burritt 
were  natives  of  the.  Nutmeg  State,  whence  they  re¬ 
moved  to  New  York  State  and  located  in  the  town 
of  Senne tt,  where  the  grandfather  bought  a  tract 
of  timber  land  and  followed  farming  pursuits  until 
his  demise. 

I  nearly  manhood,  Charles  Burritt,  father  of  Mrs 
Brown,  removed  to  New  York  State,  where  he  pur¬ 
chased  a  farm  in  Ira,  Cayuga  County,  and  there 
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resided  for  a  few  years.  Later,  disposing  of  his 
estate,  he  embarked  in  the  hardware  business  in 
Weedsport,  and  remained  thus  engaged  until  1855, 
when  he  came  to  Illinois  and  settled  on  a  tract  of 
partially-improved  land  in  Owen  Township,  Win¬ 
nebago  County.  There  he  continued  to  cultivate 
his  land  and  improve  the  farm  for  many  years.  He 
departed  this  life  at  the  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Brown.  His  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Laura 
Remington,  was,  it  is  thought,  a  native  of  Connec¬ 
ticut.  She  remoyed  to  New  York  with  her  parents 
at  an  early  day,  and  died  on  the  home  farm  in 
Owen  Township,  Winnebago  County.  With  her 
husband,  she  was  a  faithful  member  of  the  Second 
Congregational  Church. 

The  six  children  born  to  Mr.  Brown  and  his  es¬ 
timable  wife  are  named  as  follows:  Harry  W.,  Nel¬ 
lie  L.,  Mabel  F.,  Mowry  C,,  Ralph  E.  and  Maude  E. 
Harry  W.  married  Miss  Fannie  M.  Johns  and  they 
are  the  parents  of  two  children:  Orville  and  Au- 
rilla.  In  political  matters,  Mr.  Brown  affiliates 
with  the  Republican  party  and  is  known  as  one  of 
the  most  public-spirited  citizens  of  the  community 
lie  and  his  wife  are  devoted  members  of  the  Chris¬ 
tian  Union  Church  and  are  people  of  high  social 
standing  in  Rockford  and  vicinity. 

In  connection  with  this  sketch  will  be  found  a 
portrait  of  Mi-.  Brown,  on  another  page. 


tpJF^IIOMAS  SCOTT,  who  does  an  extensive  busi- 
(p8)  lieSS  as  a  (lealer  in  coal  an(*  wood  in  Jlock- 
ford,  his  office  being  located  on  East  State 
near  Bridge  Street,  is  of  English  birth.  He  is  a  na¬ 
tive  of  Kent  County,  England.  IHs  paternal  grand¬ 
father,  Robert  Scott,  Sr.,  was  born  in  Norfolk, 
England,  but  after  life  marriage  removed  to  Epsom, 
in  Surrey  County,  where  he  spent  the  remainder 
of  his  life.  He  was  a  shopkeeper,  and  died  when 
past  the  age  of  eighty  years.  Robert  Scott,  Jr., 
father  of  our  subject,  was  born  in  Epsom,  and  was 
a  small  merchant  or  shopkeeper.  He  spent  much 
of  his  life  in  Aldington,  Kent  County,  and  both  lie 
and  his  wife  passed  away  at  about  the  age  of  eighty 
years.  The  latter’s  maiden  name  was  Charlotte 


Simmons,  and  she  was  one  of  sixteen  children,  all 
born  in  Kent  County.  Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Scott 
were  members  of  the  Episcopal  Church  mid  were 
worthy  and  respected  people.  Only  two  of  the 
children  are  yot  living:  Thomas  and  Mrs.  Tapley, 
of  Racine,  Wis.,  and  they  are  also  the  only  ones 
who  came  to  the  United  States. 

Thomas  Scott  was  married  in  life  native  county 
to  Miss  Mary  Tunbridge,  who  was  born  and  reared 
in  Kent  County,  and  came  with  her  husband  to 
America.  They  left  London  on  the  last  day  of 
March,  1850,  and  after  a  voyage  of  six  weeks  on 
a  sailing-vessel,  lauded  in  New  York,  whtmeo  they 
came  to  the  West.  Mrs.  Scott  died  of  consump¬ 
tion  at  her  home  in  Rockford,  in  1864.  She  was 
a  true  and  faithful  wife  and  a  member  of  the  Epis¬ 
copal  Olmrch.  Mr,  Scott  has  been  again  married, 
his  second  union  being  with  Margaret  Williams! 
who  was  born  in  Canada,  of  English  descent.  Her 
death  occurred  in  this  city  in  1882,  and  her  loss 
was  deeply  mourned  by  her  husband  and  many 
friends,  for  she  was  a  worthy  woman,  possessing 
many  excellencies  of  character.  Miss  Frances  A. 
Suthern,  an  intelligent  and  cultured  young  lady! 
a  niece  of  Mr.  Scott,  has  made  her  home  with  him 
|  for  ten  years  and  is  now  acting  as  his  house¬ 
keeper. 

.  Mr*  8cofct  to  Rockford  in  1862,  in  connec¬ 
tion  with  the  railroad  now  known  as  tho  North¬ 
western.  He  had  been  in  the  employ  of  the 
company  since  August,  1852,  having  become  a 
railroad  builder  in  Chicago.  He  shipped  the  first 
load  of  coal  sent  West  of  Chicago  on  the  North¬ 
western,  and  since  that  time  lias  been  more  or  less 
closely  connected  with  the  railroad  interests.  He 
has  paid  the  company  more  than  $800, 000  for 
freight,  which  shows  that  his  success  1ms  been  ex¬ 
cellent.  He  began  dealing  in  wood  and  coal  in 
1803,  at  his  present  location,  on  a  small  scale,  but 
as  his  trade  increased,  he  likewise,  increased  his  fa¬ 
cilities,  and  now  has  a  storage,  capacity  for  live, 
thousand  tons  of  coal.  He  also  has  a  large  wood 
supply  which  he  outs  from  his  timbered  tracts  in 
.Sauk  C  ounty,  Wis.,  and  now  handies  a  large  amount 
of  fuel,  in  fact,  is  doing  a  very  extensive  business 
in  this  line,  and  is  one  of  the  prosperous  merchants 
of  tho  city, 


Mr.  Ki'oU  may  truly  J,o  called  a  self-made  man, 

£oi‘ ,lU  ll<!  h-tf  lie  ]>as  made  through  liis  own 
«;.Torte  Since  coming  to  America,  ho  lms  made 
Jour  trips  back  to  his  native  home  in  Enoiand  but 
while  he  enjoys  visiting  that  country  "he  would 
not  change  his  homo  in  America  for  one  in  the 
land  of  his  birth.  He  is  a  public-spirited  and 
progressive  man,  a  wide-awake  ami  enterprise 
merchant  and  one  of  the  valued  citizens  of  Rock¬ 
ford. 
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jj^EWITT  0.  CADY.  Among  the  promi- 
|j \3  JUMltl  {Uld  successful  agriculturists  and 
sfoclc-raiscrs  of  Winnebago  County,  we 
take  pleasure  in  introducing  to  our  read¬ 
ers  the  worthy  subject  of  this  sketch,  one  of  the 
pioneers  and  representative  citizens  of  Manchester 
i  ownsliip.  Mr.  Cady  was  born  in  Oneida  County 
1.,  in  1828,  the  son  of  Alvah  and  Catherine 
(Brookins)  Cady,  his  father  a  native  of  the  Old 
Bay  State.  The  grandparents,  Chester  and  Marv 
A.  (Nichols)  Cady,  were  originally  from  Massa¬ 
chusetts,  but  after  the  birth  of  ail  of  their  ehil- 


i-made  man,  vived  his  wife  ten  years  and  died  at  the  home  of 

us  own  his  son  in  1890,  when  ninety  yeai,  of  age  They 

Em  ?  re  thC  1>amitS  0f  six  80158  and  one  daughter 

E  g  and,  but  Francis  R.,  at  South  Haven,  Mich.;  Sylvester  R 

u:  Ono  I'  0",  7  10  <U®d  at  !,omo  wllcn  Iwenty  years  of  age;  D.  C. 

spirUod  and  W*  “I  J?)j  0  tmaev  and  “***  at 

spmtcd  and  Waverly,  Iowa;  Mary  E.,  Mrs.  Cornell  of  Man 

^ter  Township;  William  II.,  who  died  £  W 
Of  Rock-  halls,  Iowa,  in  1891,  when  forty-eight  years  of 
_ ,  aSG<  an<!  Jay,  a  farmer  in  Michigan. 

3  nr  A1Iah  Ca<Iy  a"d  Wift!  wcrc  the  settlers  in 

"  anc  5t‘st01'  Township,  having  removed  there 
te  piomi-  ,  November  10,  1836.  They  came  from  New  York 
p  f  ftnd  i  Erie  Canal  and  Buffalo,  starting  iii  September 

i’eaT  1  fl'0T  Bl,ffal°toChiw‘^>  <*n  the  old  steamer 
o  oiu  lead-  j  “Pennsylvania,”  ('apt.  Cotton,  and  John  Smith 
one  of  the  I  mate.  There  was  not  a  public  wharf  in  Chicago’ 

da  Cof*  '  ’  J,°r  *  in,blk>  km1hW-l>lac‘e,  and  thev  had  to 

.laComuy,  pay  twenty-five  cents  ft  hundred  for  all  goods 
(  athenno  landed.  They  crossed  the  Chicago  River  on  a 
of  the  ()ld  rope  ferry  and  all  other  streams  were  forded  Thev 
and  Mary  paid  *20  for  a  team  to  lake  their  goods  to  Downer’s 

T’.™1  l"“re  “,0  ™aM  “iTL 

V  -cm  .  ™ele’I,lKun’  wl,ik>  Alvah  Cady  and  his  brother 


dren,  four  sons  and  four  daughters,  they  removed  !  stnWrri  Alvah  °!ldv  aild  his  Mother 

to  New  York  State  and  there  passed  tin'  remain  fte!  (  °r  l  tov.  the  Rock  Kivor  country,  with 


. . !  sr»rrr 

IT,1  ""lira,  .r2!'™v:i  ,ml  Mr- Ca,iy' !  ,mA '« S  «■«'  ‘v 

mm mmm 
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1880,  when  eighty  rears  \i^n  ^  '  turnwhing  hoa1'^  from 

‘  *  '  arj(-  Mi.fadysur-  i  iloor  and  roof  and  fm-  h 


j  only  the  Indian  trails  to  follow.  They  came  to 
!  Den.  Brown’s  place  near  Roscoe,  and  later  rc- 
J  turned  for  the  family  and  goods  with  an  ox-team 
|  and  wagon  belonging  to  the  latter, 
j  iir8t  st0Pl>ing  Place  was  St,  Charles,  where 

j  Mr.  Cady  paid  $1  for  one  hundred  friction  matches, 
the  first  lie  had  ever  seen,  and  about  one-half  of 
j  which  were  worthless.  They  stalled  in  the  mud  on 
j  ,  ,  RlVCr’  m‘ar  ^0  present  site  of  Rochelle,  and 

bad  to  remain  in  the.  woods  all  night,  bohm  sere¬ 
naded  during  that  time  by  prairie  wolves."  They 
Ined  to  cross  the  Kiskwaukce  River  at  Belvidere 
on  the  new  bridge  not  yet  finished,  and  had  a  nar¬ 
row  escape  from  going  into  the  stream.  The  mother 
was  on  foot  and  blocked  the  wagon  wheel,  or  the 
team  and  load  would  have  fallen  into  the  wat  • 

I  he  ,«oxt  stop  was  made  at  Drakes,  near  Beaver 

( leek,  and  the  next  place  was  (tern.  Brown’s 
After  much  troohlo,  Mr.  C'u.fj-  »oI„,tc,l  a  'claim 
an.)  one  .lay  a  log  cabin,  <im.  Blown 

turmslung  1, oarrls  from  the  nearest  sawmill  fm. 

Iloor  ami  roof  ami  for  Tirol,.  The  nrstsoho.il  in  u,0 
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Township  of  Manchester  was  during  the  winter  of 
1837-38,  which  Mrs,  Cady  taught  in  her  own  log- 
cabin,  the  pupils  being  her  own  children  and  den. 
Brown’s.  During  the  first  winter,  Mr.  Cady 
worked  for  wages  to  support  his  family,  and  in  ad¬ 
dition  cut  and  split  enough  rails  to  fence  ten  acres, 
his  wife  and  three  eldest  sons  setting  up  the  rails. 
Thus  by  the  hard  work  and  energy  of  these  sturdy 
pioneers  were  made  possible  the  pleasant  homes  of 
to-day. 

In  those  pioneer  times,  it  required  a  month  to 
get  a  letter  from  Nfiw  York,  and  twenty-five  cents 
to  get  it  out  of  the  postofliee.  The  nearest  post- 
otiiee  was  Belvidore,  twenty-five  miles  distant.  Mr. 
Cady,  learning  that  there  was  a  letter  for  him  at 
the  office,  went  nine  miles  to  borrow  the  necessary 
twenty-five  cents,  then  walked  to  Belvidore,  and 
secured  the  letter.  Opening  it,  he  found  it  was 
from  a  party  in  Galena  requesting  his  vote.  Had 
the  writer  been  present,  it  is  probable  that  there 
would  have  been  one  less  office-seeker,  at  least  so 
Mr.  Cady  said.  In  the  winter  of  1837-38,  he 
walked  to  Southport  (now  Kenosha), a  distance  of 
sixty-five  miles,  in  one  day,  and  two  days  later  re¬ 
turned  home,  bringing  with  him  some  leather  with 
which  to  make  the  children’s  shoes  for  the  winter. 

When  twenty-eight  years  of  age,  our  subject 
married  Miss  La vina  Iliil,  of  Boone  County,  and 
they  have  resided  on  their  present  farm  since  18(57, 
During  the  late  war,  Mr.  Cady  enlisted  in  Company 
II,  Twelfth  Illinois  Cavalry  in  1863,  and  his 
brother  William,  and  cousin,  Horace  IX  Cady,  en¬ 
listed  at  the  same  time.  Our  subject  served  until 
the  close  of  the  war  and  was  mustered  out  at 
Houston,  Tex.,  in  1866.  He  then  returned  to  his 
home  and  bought  the  farm  he  now  owns  the  fol¬ 
lowing  year. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cady  have  lost  two  children:  Alice 
M.,  who  died  in  1862,  when  nearly  two  years  of 
age,  and  .Sylvester  B.,  whose  death  occurred  in  1868, 
when  eleven  years  of  age,  the  result  of  being 
kicked  by  a  horse.  They  have  five  sons  and  one 
daughter  living:  Herbert.!.,  a  farmer.who  resides  in 
Rock  County,  Wis.,  married  Miss  Blanch  Bebee,of 
Manchester  Township;  Edward,  a  carriage-maker  of 
Kalamazoo,  Mich.,  married  Miss  Alvira  Haines,  of 
Michigan;  Ray,  a  young  man  of  twenty-three,  is  a 


fanner;  Minnie  is  at  home;  Wayne,  is  a  young  man 
of  eighteen  years;  and  Ross,  a  youth  of  fifteen,  is 
quite  a  farmer  with  his  father. 

Mr.  Cady  does  general  farming  and  is  also 
somewhat  of  a  stock -raiser,  having  some  good  horses 
on  his  place,  and  raises  all  the  cereals  hut  wheal. 
Ho  has  ever  been  a  Republican  in  politics,  lie.  is 
a  member  of  the  An ti-IIorso Thief  Association,  and 
the  L.  II.  D.  Crane  Post,  No.  52,  G.  A.  R.,  of  Beloit, 

S'  "  ■"  ^  '  3> 

f'  1  N DREW  G.  NELSON.  A  picture  of  the 
grocery  business  of  Rockford  would  he  in- 
,  complete  without  a  space  on  the  canvas  be¬ 
ing  devoted  to  the  name  of  Nelson,  Mr. 
Nelson  came  to  Rockford  in  December,  1866,  when 
ten  years  of  age,  and  for  some  time  was  with  the 
well-known  firm  of  McCormack  it  Johnson,  oatmeal 
merchants  of  this  city,  In  the  spring  of  1888,  lie 
began  business  for  himself  at  No.  311  Kishwaukee 
.Street,  and  soon  built  up  a  lucrative  trade,  the  same 
increasing  to  such  an  extent  that  be  was  obliged  to 
move  into  larger  and  better  quarters.  He  is  now 
located  at  No.  413  .Seventh  Street,  has  a  business 
house  65x23  feet,  and  the  trade  he  enjoys  is  un¬ 
questionably  one  of  the  most  successful  of  its  line 
in  the  city,  and  from  its  very  inception  1ms  enjoyed 
a  reputation  consistent  with  its  management.  All 
that  is  handled  is  selected  with  Una  greatest  care, 
and  is  sold  at  moderate  prices,  He  lias  seven  em¬ 
ployes  constantly  at  work. 

Mr.  Nelson  was  horn  in  Sweden,  February  18, 
1856,  and  in  1806  he  came  with  his  mother  and 
liis  brothers  and  sisters  to  the  United  States  to 
join  his  father  who  had  crossed  over  the.  previous 
year,  The  first  of  the  family  to  come  to  the 
United  States  was  an  uncle  of  our  subject’s,  Peter 
Heiberg,  and  his  family,  formerly  of  Rockford  but 
now  residing  at  St.  Peter,  Minn. 

Our  subject’s  parents,  Peter  and  Hannah  (Chris- 
tofson)  Nelson,  are  now  residing  in  Rockford,  at 
No.  1301  Seminary  Street,  and  are  about  sixty  years 
of  age.  Both  hold  membership  in  the  Zion  Luth¬ 
eran  Church.  Of  the  nine  children  horn  to  their 
union,  part  are  in  Minnesota  and  part  hero. 
They  are  as  follows:  Oscar,  dealer  in  crockery  at 


Dnlulh,  Mim,,  married  Mias  Hilda  Ilulquist;  Au¬ 
gust  resides  at  home  and  is  an  engineer  in  the  Ale- 
cimmes’  Furniture  Factory  in  this  city;  Andrew 
G.  (our  subject);  Tilda,  wife  of  Charles  *IIult,  now 
resides  on  a  farm  near  Jackson,  Minn.;  Emma 
wife  of  Erick  Lngerqiifet,  resides  at  No.  807  Second 
Avonno,  Rockford;  Albert,  now  of  Brainard, 
Minn.;  ben  a  L.  resides  at  home  and  is  a  book¬ 
keeper  for  her  brother,  A.  G.,  and  is  an  intelligent 
wide-awake  young  lady;  and  Emel,  with  the  sister 
m  Jackson,  Minn. 

.  Th0  immediate  subject  of  this  sketch  was  mar¬ 
ried  m  Rockford  to  Miss  Ida  M.  Wargber,  a  native 
of  Sweden,  born  in  1805,  and  the  fruits  of  this  un¬ 
ion  were  three  children:  Cora  A.,  Daisy  M.,  and  j 
Enoch  E.  They  have  adopted  one  child,  a  boy 
named  Albon.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Nelson  bold  mcmbci-- 
sbip  in  the.  Emanuel  Lutheran  Church.  Mr  Nel¬ 
son  is  independent  in  politics.  Mrs.  Nelson's 
father  Gus  Wargber,  and  family  came  to  the 
United  States  about  18(58,  and  are  now  residing  at 
ISO.  604  Pope  Street,  this  city.  They  are  about 
sixty  years  of  age  and  are  worthy  members  of  the 
hirst  Lutheran  Church. 


RECORD. 


Et  GENE  HOVEY.  He  whose  name  is  at  the 
head  of  this  sketch  is  one  of  the  intelligent 
'  and  progressive  young  fanners  of  Boone 
(  ownlyand  is  residing  on  the  place  where  he  was 
>><»•”,  October  28,  1841),  and  which  is  pleas¬ 
ant  y  located  on  section  88,  Lolioy  Township. 
Ho  1ms  proved  himself  oltieient  in  promoting  the 
growth  and  developing  the  resources  of  the  old 
homestead  and  none  is  worthy  of  more  esteem  than 
is  Air.  Hovey. 

Rowell  R.  Hovey,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  :n  New  Hampshire,  in  1817,  and  his  father, 
n/,;vo-v’  in  New  England,  about 

,  '  ■  1 110  hatter-named  gentlemen  was  self-made 

in  all  that  the  term  implies,  was  well  informed  on 
opies  which  interested  his  community,  and,  after 
emigrating  to  Illinois,  was  for  many  years  Justice 
of  the  Peace.  He  was  married  in  New  England 
and  moved  West  to  Ohio  about  1882,  where  he 


n-  made  his  home  a  lew  years,  and  in  1835-36  came 

e-  with  a  portion  of  his  family  of  ten  children  to 

w  Illinois,  and  settled  on  a  quarter-section  of  land 
w  which  he  had  entered  from  the  Government  in  an 
earIN  He  resided  on  the  tract  until  his  de- 

!  m  February,  1871,  in  his  seventy-fifth  year. 

1,  Ilia  wife  survived  him  for  four  of  five  years  and 

-  died  at  a  good  old  age,  leaving  a  family  of  four 
80ns  anci  four  daughters,  and  buried  three  children 

r  when  young. 

.  Tne  du'ect  progenitor  of  our  subject  was  married, 

-  in  1841,  to  Miss  Sarah  Norris,  who  lived  only  one 
"  ^eftr  after  lm’  carriage  and  departed  this  life  in 

-  Le  Roy  Township.  The  lady  who  became  bis  sec- 
I  oml  wife  was  Fannie,  daughter  of  Daniel  Webster, 

of  New  lork.  She  resided  on  the  home  which  is 
the  present  property  of  our  subject  until  the  latter’s 
marriage,  when  the  mother  removed  to  Capron. 

The  father  of  our  subject  with  three  of  his 
brothers,  during  the  gold  excitement  in  California 
wont  overland  to  that  Slate  and  worked  in  the 
mines  for  nearly  thirty-two  years,  during  which 
time  he  made  and  lost  a  great  deal  of  money,  and 
when  returning  home  was  possessed  of  but  little 
meanS.  lie  departed  this  life  in  Capron,  April  10, 
1889,  when  seventy-two  years  of  age.  His  wife  who 
survives  him,  lias  attained  her  three-score  and  ten 
.years.  Our  subject  lias  one  brother,  Theron  R. 
who  was  bom  in  1817,  and  married  Alice  Draper’ 
of  Capron.  To  them  has  been  born  a  son,  Henry! 

In  February,  1881,  our  subject  was  married  to 
Miss  Sarah,  daughter  of  John  and  Ann  (Phillip) 
Lascelies,  natives,  respectively,  of  Ireland  and 
( nnada.  The  parents  were  residents  of  Chicago 
lor  many  years,  where  the  father  was  a  merchant 
winch  business  be  still  carries  on  at  Capron.  To 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hovey  have  been  born  three  children- 
Roger  M„  John  Earl  and  William  T.  Our  subject! 
in  May,  1881,  purchased  eighty  acres  of  his  present 
farm,  which  was  the  old  homestead,  and  has  since 
added  thereto  until  Ms  estate  now  comprises  two 
hundred  and  seventy-five  broad  acres.  He  erected 
Ins  large  barn  in  1881  and  is  still  living  in  a  house 
which  was  erected  by  his  father  a  half-century 
ago.  It  is  a  solid,  hewod-iog  fortress,  but  Ah 
Hovey  proposes  to  erect  a  comfortable  and  modern 
residence  in  the  near  future.  I„  polities,  he  votes 
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the  Democratic'  ticket  and,  in  social  jus  Iters,  is  n  ; 
Modern  Woodman.  With  his  wife  ho  is  a  mem-  I 
bar  of  the  Christian  Church  and  gives  liberally  of  ' 
hia  means  to  its  support.  f 

He  of  whom  we  write  has  boon  a  hard-working  ' 
and  industrious  man  and  has  done  liis  full  share  of  1 
pioneer  work  in  opening  up  this  section  of  country.  - 
lie  has  been  eminently  worthy-  and  useful  to  his  : 
community,  and  his  neighbors  and  old  friends 
unitedly  bear  testimony  to  his  sterling  worth,  in-  ' 
tegrity  and  valuable  services.  His  mother  is  still 
living  in  Capron,  andeau  relate  many  an  interest¬ 
ing  talc  of  early  settlement  in  Boone  County.  | 

~  i§li£ .  j 

y  INFIELD  S.  BILLINGvS,  senior  member  of  j 
the  linn  of  Billings  Bros.,  is  one  of  the  prom¬ 
inent  business  men  of  Rockford.  The  estab¬ 
lishment,  in  which  the  linn  carries  on  a  large  and  lu¬ 
crative  business,  is  located  at  No.  812  South  Main 
Street,  is  22x104  feet  in  dimensions,  and  is  stocked 
with  a  complete  line  of  hardware,  tinware,  and  the 
various  other  adjuncts  of  Unit  line  of  business. 

Prior  to  1888,  when  the  present  firm  was  estab¬ 
lished,  our  subject  conducted  business  for  some 
four  years  under  the  title  of  (Bussell  A  Billings, 
and  by  reliable  dealings  ami  judicious  business 
methods,  has  gained  an  enviable  reputation  as  a 
business  mam  The  junior  member  of  the  linn,  (L 
W.  Billings,  is  a  young  man  of  great  enterprise, 
and  the  brothers  combine  those  qualities  which 
lit  them  for  success  i»  any  chosen  department,  of 
labor. 

Tim  first  eleven  years  in  the  life  of  our  subject  , 
were  passed  in  Montgomery  County,  N.  Y.,  where  j 
he  was  born  May  6,  tmhi,  At  the  above-mentioned 
age,  he  came  West  with  his  parents,  James  and  Tem¬ 
perance  A  (Bunn)  Billings,. settling  in  Rock  County, 
Wis,  Xu  18621,  the  father  and  mother  removed  to 
Butler  County,  Iowa,  where  they  now  reside  on 
the  farm  they  secured  on  first  locating  there.  They 
have  attained  to  advanced  ages  (1KD2),  the  father 
Being  seventy-eight  and  the  mother  seventy -six, 
and  both  are  in  good  health. 

The  third  son  in  a  family  of  eleven  children 
surviving  ol  the  thirteen  born  to  James  and  Tem¬ 


perance  Billings  is  the  .subject  of  this  sketch.  For 
a  time  after  he  came  West  in  1850,  he  lived  in 
Rock  County,  Wis.,  but,  in  1 865  removed  to  Grundy 
County,  Iowa,  where  he  was  engaged  as  a  farmer, 
and  whence  he  removed  to  Iloekford.  In  Rock 
County,  Wis.,  he,  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Amanda  Snell,  who  was  born  in  Montgomery 
County,  N.  Y,,  in  18421.  She  was  a  young  woman 
when  her  parents,  Charles  and  Nancy  (Lathers) 
Snell,  removed  from  New'  York  State  to  Rock 
County,  Wis.,  settling  on  a  farm,  where  the  father 
died  at  the  age  of  sixty-five.  His  wife  afterward 
went  to  Nebraska,  where  she  passed  away  at  the  age 
of  sixty  years, 

Mrs.  Amanda  Billings  died  at  her  home  in 
Grundy  County,  Imva,  leaving  one  child,  William 
I).,  who  now  lives  in  South  Dakota.  The  wife  and 
mother  was  a  sincere  Christian,  identified  with  the 
Baptist  Church,  and  a  lady  of  culture  and  refine¬ 
ment,  whose  friends  held  her  in  high  esteem.  Al¬ 
though  by  no  means  an  active  worker  in  political 
matters,  Mr.  Billings  is  a  .sound  Republican,  and  is 
careful  to  east  his  ballot  for  llu*  candidates  of  that 
party,  Socially,  he  is  connected  with  Lodge 
No.  366,  R.  A.  M.,  at  Rockford,  and  is  promi¬ 
nently  connected  with  the  most  important  measures 
originated  in  behalf  of  the  city. 

elfARLKK  A.  LCNDVALL,  a  widely  known 
and  highly  respected  Rwedish-American 
citizen  of  Winnebago  County,  owns  and 
operates  a  line  farm  of  one  hundred  and  fifty -six 
acres  on  section  lb,  Guilford  Township.  There  are 
good  buildings,  such  as  are  seen  upon  a  model 
farm;  the  fields  are  well  tilled,  and  the  neat  appear¬ 
ance  of  the  place  indicates  the  thrift  and  enter¬ 
prise  of  the  owner.  He  has  won  success  in  his 
undertakings  and  is  now  numbered  among  the 
substantial  citizens  of  the  community. 

Mr.  Lundvall  was  born  in  Smoluud,  Sweden,  on 
the  3d  of  May,  1850,  His  father  is  yet  living  at 
the  age  of  three-score  and  ten  years  and  is  the 
owner  of  a  large  farm  and  store.  His  first,  wife  * 
died  in  1865,  when  in  the  prime  of  life,  after 
which  Mr.  Samuelson  was  a  second  time  married, 
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ibis  union  being  with  Miss  Lena  C.  Samuelson, 
by  whom  lie  had  two  children,  belli  now  mar¬ 
ried  and  living  in  Sweden.  Our  subject  is  the 
second  of  four  children  born  of  the  first  union, 
three  residing  in  this  country;  the  other,  Sophia 
is  the  wife  of  N.  P.  Dahlburg,  a  farmer  of  Sweden.’ 
J.  0.  Lund vail  is  now  living  on  a  farm  near  Day- 
ton,  Iowa,  and  the  other  sister  is  the  wife  of  P. 
Larson,  whose  sketch  appears  elsewhere  in  this 
work. 

Our  subject  spent  his  boyhood  days  in  the.  land 
of  his  nativity  and  in  the  spring  of  1867,  when 
s-venteen  years  of  age,  crossed  the  broad  Atlantic 
to  America.  In  Chicago,  he  led  to  the  marriage  j 
altar  Miss  Augustina  C.  Swanson,  who  in  1868  ! 
came  with  her  sister  to  this  country  from  Sweden,  j 
her  native  land.  Her  sister  Louisa  is  now  living  j 
m  Rockford,  where  they  first  located.  Their  i 
parents  are  now  deceased,  both  having  been  | 
called  to  their  final  rest  in  Sweden.  By  the  union  1 
of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lundvall  have  been  born  six  chil-  I 
dren;  Ilulda  It,  Alice  It,  Al.ion  S.,  Julia  K 
Henry  L.  and  Charles  E.  The  two  eldest  daugh¬ 
ters  have  been  educated  in  the  Rockford  Business 
College,  and  the  family  is  one  of  which  (he  parents 
may  well  he  proud. 

()ur  subject  and  his  wife  are  prominent  members 
of  the  First  Lutheran  Church  of  Rockford  and 
take  an  active  interest  in  its  work,  lie  has  served 
as  Trustee  for  many  .years  and  was  a  member  of 
the  building  committee  at  the  time  when  the 
elegant,  church  edifice  was  erected.  In  polities,  he 
18  a  Hcpuhlican,  but  has  never  been  an  otlicc-seoker 
However,  lie  has  served  as  School  Director  for 
some  years  and  the  cause  of  education  finds  in  him 
a  warm  friend.  He  gives  his  support  to  whatever 
18  ('ft,l,ulatotl  lo  or  improve  the  community 

or  promote  the  general  welfare,  and  is  a  valued 
citizen  of  Guilford  Township,  highly  respected 
by  all.  in  connection  with  Ids  other  business 
interests,  he  owns  eight-  acres  of  land,  „ow  in_ 
eluded  within  the  city  limits  of  Rockford.  It  has 
been  platted  and  is  a  very  valuable  property.  He 
•  e,  !lls'!  Sl'm*lary,  Treasurer  and  Manager  of  the 
Skaiidiu  Brick  Company,  which  employs  about 
thirty-five  hands  and  makes  over  three  million 
bncks  annually.  He  is  interested  in  the  Union 
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(  Grocery  Company,  which  has  a  capital  stock  of 
|  825,000,  and  is  a  stockholder  in  the  Skandia 
'  Hm'witnre  Company  and  the  Rockford  Manufactur¬ 
ing  Company,  also  an  active  member  and  a  stock¬ 
holder  in  the  Swedish  Building  and  Loan  Associa¬ 
tion. 


|  rigpjl  *'^<jKT  F.  BAXTER.  We  are  pleased  to 
i!  l,r(‘8Cnt  1he  name  of  a  highly  respected 
jjj  i  >  fanner,  who  resides  in  Spring  Township, 
Y?  ,  Boone  County,  and  who  is  a  native  of 
tins  vicinity,  Ids  birth  occurring  December  10, 
1855.  His  parents  were  John  and  Harriet  (Smith- 
son)  Baxter,  the  father  horn  in  England,  June  20 
1807.  He  was  a  farmer  by  occupation,  and  in’ 

J  832  ieft  that  country  and  after  a  voyage  of  seven 
weeks  landed  at  Montreal,  Canada.  He  made  Ids 
home  there  for  four  years  and  in  1886  came  to  the 
States  and  for  a  twelvemonth  resided  in  Chicago.' 
At  the  expiration  of  that  time,  the  elder  Mr.  Bax¬ 
ter  came  to  Boone  County  and  purchased  forty 
acres  which  is  included  in  the  home  farm.  The 
estate  included  now,  however,  two  hundred  and 
eighty  acres  and  is  the  joint  possession  of  our  sub¬ 
ject  and  his  mother. 

John  Baxter  was  a  member  of  a  family  includ¬ 
ing  live  children,  all  of  whom  are  deceased.  Ilis 
wife  is  a  daughter  of  James  and  Elizabeth  Smith- 
won,  of  England,  she  being  the  eldest  in  a  family 
of  seven  children. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  reared  a  family  of  ' 
ton  children,  namely:  Jonas,  Mary  A.,  Emeiine, 
William,  John  SM  Eliza,  Thomas  M.,  Harriot  F  ’ 
Rosanna  ami  Albert  F,  He  was  married,  April  U 
1880,  to  Miss  Ella  Stillwell,  who  was  bom  in  Madi¬ 
son  County,  N.  Y.,  and  of  their  union  have  been 
born  five  children:  Gertie  M„  John  C\,  Fred  C., 
Bert  W.  and  an  infant  named  Harry  C.  Mrs.  Bax-  • 
ter  is  the  daughter  of  Charles  and  Jane  (Gar- 
loek)  Stillwell,  who  make  their  home  in  Belvidero. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  in  early  life  a 
Wing  hut  during  his  last  years  voted  the  Prohibi¬ 
tion  ticket.  He  was  an  active  worker  in  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  Church  and  for  years  was  Class- 
Leader  in  that  denomination.  He  was  always  a 


strong  advocate  of  temperance  measures  and  was 
willing  at  any  time  to  promote  that  policy  which 
looked  at  all  times  to  the  moral  and  business  up¬ 
building  of  his  community. 
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SHEPHERD  LEACH  was  one  of  the  earliest 
settlers  of  Winnebago  County,  and  this 
work  would  be  incomplete  without  this 
sketch.  His  paternal  grandfather,  Abislm 
Leach,  was  born  in  Scituate,  Mass.,  in  March,  1740 
and  tradition  says  he  was  a  descendant  of  Dr! 
Leach,  a  physician  to  King  George  IV.  He  prob¬ 
ably  spent  his  entire  life  in  Massachusetts. 

Andrew  Leach,  father  of  our  subject,  was  born 
m  Easton,  Mass.,  December  14,  176*8,  and  was  a 
pioneer  of  Pittsford,  Vt.,  where  he  purchased  a 
argo  tract  of  unbroken  land,  which  he  developed 
and  improved.  In  connection  with  this,  he  oper¬ 
ated  a  foundry  and  woolen  mill,  and  did  business 
as  a  merchant.  He  was  one  of  the  leading  cili-  I 
zens  of  Pittsford  and  became  quite  wealthy.  He  ' 
was  married  three  times;  his  first  wife  was’  Marv  ■ 
Powers,  whom  no  married  in  1807,  Ins  second 
union  being  with  Mrs.  Bowman  in  Pittsford,  in 
1B10.  Her  maiden  name  was  Deborah  Spooner  * 
and  she  was  born  in  New  London,  Conn.,  Fobru-  ' 
ary  8,  1777,  being  a  lineal  descendant  of  John 
Alden,  the  Pilgrim.  Her  father,  Juda. Paddock,  f 
was  a  Revolutionary  soldier  and  participated  in  i 
the  battle  of  Bunker  Hill.  After  the  war,  he  I 
edited  a  paper  in  Connecticut,  hut  when  the  new  ' 
State  of  Vermont  was  organized  and  offered  a  ; 
bonus  of  one  hundred  bushels  of  wheat  to  any  . 
one  who  would  start  a  paper  there,  he  accepted  ' 
the  offer  and  published  the  first  paper  in  Ver-  I 
mont.  It  was  called  the  Vermont  Gazelle  and  its 
motto  was: 

‘‘Pliant  as  reeds  where  streams  of  freedom  glide, 

I  am  as  the  lulls  to  stem  oppression’s  tide.” 

Our  subject.  Shepherd  Leach,  was  horn  in  i  , 
Pittsford,  Rutland  County,  Vt,,  August  17  1811  ! 
Here  he  was  reared  and  educated,  and,  on  at-’  !  , 
tain  mg  man’s  estate,  became  associated  with  his  I  l 
father  in  business,  but  failing  in  health,  lie  went  i  ( 
10  Troy,  N.  Y.,  where  he  was  a  book-keeper  for  a  j  f 


is  1  short  time  in  the  Stewart  Stove  Company,  atter 
h  ■  which  1m  came  to  Michigan  in  1887.  Two  years 
v  were  spent  in  Detroit  and  Vpsilanti,  and  in  IHfifi 
lie  came  on  horseback  to  Rockford,  where  ho 
formed  a  partnership  with  1),  S.  Ponfield  ami  cm- 
gaged  in  the  hardware  business  on  East  State 
Street.  Later  on,  the  firm  purchased  about  two 
1  thousand  aeres  of  now  land,  making  a  fine  prop. 
S  cwty  out  of  it.  He  became  the  owner  of  nearly 
b  j  tl»o  entire  amount  and  put  many  fine  farm  buihi- 
1  i  nis'K  ul)0n  ^  At  the  time  of  his  death,  he  owned 
’  j  about  one  thousand  acres  of  hind  and  was  one 

•  |  of  the  best-known  farmers  in  the  county.  !hs 

•  land  was  watered  by  living  streams,  and  his  skill 
{  !lml  ability  as  an  agriculturist  made  him  owner 
j  0110  the.  finest  farms  in  Illinois, 

|  _,ln  ^issaohi.seUs,  in  1848,  Mr.  Leach  married 
j  1 .brnbe  II.  Allen,  who  was  born  in  Heath,  Frank. 

!  Iin  ComitV*  January  '2?>,  1820.  After  acquiring 
,  her  education  at  Mt.  Holyoke  Seminary  she  en^ 

,  gaged  in  Aching  for  some  years.  She  came*  of  a 
;  prornim  ,nilyof  Franklin  County,  her  father 
being  a  mechanic  and  farmer.  Loth  parents  died 
on  the  same  day— August  7,1847.  Elijah  Allen 
passed  away  in  tlm  morning,  being  then  sixty-five 
years  of  ago,  and  in  the  evening  his  wife,  Rhoda 
.  was  called  to  her  final  rest,  at  the  age  of  fit'll 
eight  years.  They  were  active  members  of  tin* 
Congregational  Church  and  lived  consistent  Chris- 
inn  lives.  In  their  family  were  twelve  children, 

;  David, .and  Mealtlm,  widow  of  Yardley  Hough, 

.  H)lh  of  whom  Highland,  Kan,,  and  Mr, 

•  Lean!,  being  the  only  ones  now  living. 

;  ,  irilt0  Mr*  aiul  Leach  were  horn  five  chil¬ 
dren:  Ida,  who  died  in  infancy;  Clara,  wife  of 
L.  Frishie,  a  farmer  of  Rockford  Township* 
Lizzie  wife  of  Dr.  Frank  E.  Wnxharn,  a  promi¬ 
nent  physician  of  (’hieago;  Harriet  S.,  wife  of 
Edgar  E.  Bartlett,  President  of  the  Rockford 
myiMer-GazrU,.  ('ompany;  and  Emma  Allen,  the 
wife  of  Joel  B.  Whitehead,  a  successful  real-estate 
dealer  of  Rockford, 

Mr.  Leach  ever  bore  his  share  in  the  develop¬ 
ment  and  upbuilding  of  the  comity.  Ho  cuinc 
here  when  it  was  in  its  primitive  condition,  and  ’ 

<  id  everything  in  his  power  for  the  general  wel 
fare  of  the  community.  In  polities,  he  WflH  a  Htai. 


warl  Republican  and  took  an  active 'part  in  local  i 

afia.rs,  but  was  never  an  ohioo-seeker.  Owing  to  1 
poor  Health  during  the  last  tiftccn  years  of  his  j 
ifo,his  winters  were  spent  in  California  and  in 
the.  South.  There  was  no  more  honest  and  hon¬ 
orable  man  in  the  county,  and  no  one  had  more 
units. .  the  respect  of  the  entire  community  was 
Siven  him,  and  he  was  worthy  of  that  high  regard. 

A  partial  stroke  of  paralysis  prevented  his  doin<>- 
any  hard  manual  labor  for  many  years.  Although 
his  health  was  poor,  his  mental  faculties  remained 
unimpaired  to  the.  day  of  his  death,  which  oc¬ 
curred  July  !l,  1885,  thus  closing  a  very  active 
and  earnest  life. 

Mrs.  Leach  proved  herself  a  true  and  faithful 
helpmate  to  her  husband,  who  was  ever  kind  awl 
loving  to  her,  and  in  his  death  she  suffered  an  ir¬ 
reparable  loss.  Her  life  also  has  been  well  and 
worthily  spent,  and  she  has  thus  won  the  love  of 
all.  She  and  her  children  are  members  of  the 
Second  Congregational  Church  of  this  city. 


portrait  and  biographical  record. 
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j/  LirI  RHOADES.  Perhaps  no  citizen  of 
j  i  (i®.  Rockford  was  better  known  than  Mr. 


3,  Rhoades,  and  his  career  all  through  life  was 
unusually  successful,  which  was  largely  due  to  his 
great  executive  ability,  and  good  common  sense. 
His  opinion  on  any  important  subject  was  eagerly 
sought  for  and  highly  respected,  and  although  a 
man  who  did  not  make  intimate  Mends  quickly, 
lie  was  always  true  as  steel  to  those  whom  he  knew 
and  loved. 

The  pen  is  almost  too  clumsy  to  do  justice  to 
the  life  of  Mr.  Rhoades,  and  picture  the  ups  and 
downs  with  which  he  contended.  IIo  was  born  in 
Hinsdale,  Cattaraugus  County,  N.  Y.,  June  25, 
1880,  and  died  at  his  elegant  home,  No.  710  North 
Court  Street,  on  the  tilth  of  November,  1891,  when 
sixty-one  years  and  four  months  old.  Like  many 
of  the  old  Eastern  families,  his  parents  were  in 
very  moderate  circumstances.  Jn  183(1,  they  re¬ 
moved  to  Alabama,  Genesee  County,  N.  Y.,  where, 
after  a  residence  of  seven  years,  they  joined  tlm 
vast  army  which  was  moving  Westward  at  that 
time.  Most  of  the  trip  was  made  by  wagon,  and 


they  finally  settled  at  Troy,  Wis.,  and  engaged  in 
agricultural  pursuits. 

bevi  was  then  quito-young,  and  was  compelled  to 
assist  lus  father,  David  Rhoades,  in  the  farm  work 
gammg  what  education  lie  could  when  not  thus 
engaged.  When  seventeen  years  of  age,  he  made 
a  stmt  for  lumself,  coming  to  Rockford,  where  he 
did  almost  any  kind  of  work  offered  him,  such  as 
splitting  wood,  etc.  In  1848,  lie  entered  the 
cooper-shop  of  Harry  Landers,  in  that  city,  and 
there  learned  his  L-Sfie.  He  was  energetic  in  his 
work,  quick  to  pick  up  a  point  about  the  business, 
and  after  three  years  of  tireless  effort  had  accumu¬ 
lated  sufficient  means  to  purchase  a  half-interest 
!  ln  t)he  .bu8iness.  In  1853,  he  bought  out  Mr.  Lan¬ 
der  s  interest,  their  main  plant  being  located  just 
south  of  where  now  stands  the  W.  F.  &  John 
Barnes  foundry,  and  ran  the  cooperage  business 
until  1884,  supplying  all  the  mills  in  that  vicinity 
with  barrels.  In  18(35,  lie  formed  a  partnership 
with  Isaac  and  C.  M.  Utter  A  Company,  for  the 
manufacture  of  paper,  and  was  still  at  the  head  of 
the  firm  at,  the  time  of  his  death. 

■When  the  People’s  Hank  was  organized,  in  1873, 
Mr.  Rhoades  was  one  of  the  heaviest  hackers,  and 
always  remained  a  Director  in  the  institution!  He 
was  a  prime  mover  in  the  organization  of  the  Rook- 
ford  Watch  Company,  which  has  done  its  full 
share  toward  the  upbuilding  of  tho  citv,  wn8  the 
hrst  President  of  (he  company,  and  Director  until 
his  death.  With  II.  W.  Price  and  Irvin  French,  he 
was  largely  instrumental  in  securing  the  removal 
of  the  Watch  Case  Company  from  Racine  to  Rock¬ 
ford.  Resides  being  a  stockholder  in  the  Phmnix 
I’ urn iture  Company,  and  also  many  other  indus¬ 
tries  in  the  city,  at  the  time  of  his  death  lie  was 
President  of  the  firm  of  Rhoades,  Utter  it  Co 
President  of  the  Water-power  Company,  Vice-pres¬ 
ident  of  the  Rockford  City  Railway  Company,  and 
Director  m  the  following  companies:  Rockford 
Silver  Plate  Company,  Rockford  Watch  Company, 
Rockford  Tack  Company,  People’s  Hank,  Rock¬ 
ford  .Shoe  Company,  Home  building  A  Loan  Asso 
elation,  Merchants’  urn!  Manufacturers’  Insurance 
Company,  and  the  Harlem  Parle  Company. 

Mr.  Rlumdes.  was  regarded  as  one  of  the  wealthy 
men  of  the  city.  He  led  a  Christian  life,  and  was 


always  most  active  in  church  work.  At  an  early 
day  ho  joined  the  Centennial  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  and  was  one  of  the  most  devout  believers 
of  the  society.  When  he  removed  to  the  West 
Side,  he  associated  himself  with  the  Court  Street 
Methodist  Episcopal  society  by  letter,  and  after- 
ward  was  a  regular  attendant.  To  his  efforts  is 
largely  due  the  construction  of  the.  imposing  edi¬ 
fice  occupied  by  this  society.  He  was  Chairman  of 
the  Building  Committee,  also  President  of  the 
Board  of  Trustees,  and  gave  the  work  his  personal 
supervision  while  the  church  was  being  built,  to 
be  sure  that  no  weaic  spots  were  left,  and  the  best 
of  material  used.  He  gave  largely  to  the  build¬ 
ing  fund,  his  donation,  it  is  said,  being  in  the 
neighborhood  of  16,000.  No  person  ever  applied 
to  lnm  m  vam  for  financial  assistance  in  religious  j 
work.  ° 

In  politics,  Mr.  Rhoades  was  a  stanch  Repub-  I 
hean,  and  a  great  believer  in  the  principles  of  that  i 
party,  although  of  late  years  he  had  taken  no  ac¬ 
tive  part  in  campaigns.  Dui  ing  the  Greeley  Pres¬ 
idential  campaign,  he  was  a  strong  supporter  of 
that  gentleman,  and  achieved  the  reputation  of 
making  the  best  stump  speeches  of  any  man  in  the 
district.  He  was  himself  a  candidate  on  the  ticket 
that  year  for  the  Senate,  running  far  ahead  of  his 
colleagues,  but  was  defeated.  In  1876,  he  was  - 
elected  Mayor,  and  served  one  term  in  an  able  and 
dignified  manner,  doing  all  in  his  power  to  pro-  I 
mote  the  best  interests  of  the  city.  In  the  school  ! 
sense  of  the  word,  Mr.  Rhoades  was  not  a  scholar 
but  m  the  practical  sense,  ho  was  an  educated  man.’ 

He  was  an  excellent  mathematician,  and  could 
solve  the  most  difficult  problems  readily.  He  al¬ 
ways  believed  in  doing  things  well. 

Mr.  Rhoades  was  married  on  the  24th  of  Deeem- 
ber,  1 854,  to  Mrs.  Frederica  (Rcik)  Rhoades,  widow 
of  Jus  brother,  .Stephen  Rhoades,  who  died  in  Rock-  ! 
ford.  For  nearly  forty  years  Levi  Rhoades  was 
one  of  the  most  faithful  and  loving  of  husband* 
bestowing  everything  possible  upon  the  home  cir-  • 

cle  that  could  aid  in  his  family’s  happiness.  Throe 

children  were  born  of  this  union:  Clinton  F.,  who  I 
died  when  about  twelve  months  old;  Lucinda  II  I  ” 
now  the  wife  of  James  N.  Harris,  foreman  of 
the  Rhoades  dr  Utter  Paper  Mill,  resides  with 
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her  mother  in  Rockford  and  has  one  child,  Flor¬ 
ence  F.;  Luella  I.  married  Frederick  J.  Sovereign 
proprietor  of  the  City  Ice  Company,  and  they  have 
one  child,  Clinton  I. 

Mrs.  Rhoades  was  born  at  Hazelstein,  noar  Stutt¬ 
gart,  Germany,  and  her  parents  were  natives  of 
the  same  country.  The  father,  Michael  Rcik,  was 
a  thoroughly  educated  and  prominent  farmer 
of  Ins  native  country.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
Evangelical  Lutheran  Church,  in  svhieh  his  wife 
also  held  membership,  and  was  a  liberal  contribu¬ 
tor  to  the  same.  He  died  when  sixty-four  years 
of  age,  and  his  widow  followed  him  to  the  grave 
when  seventy-seven  years  of  age.  Mrs.  Rhoades 
was  .  .e  youngest  daughter  born  to  this  worthy 
couple,  and  she,  with  her  brother  John  A.,  and  sis¬ 
ter,  Anna  M.,  who  was  married,  sailed  for  the 
United  States  in  1847,  and  were  only  twenty-one 
days  in  crossing  the  ocean.  They  came  to  Mil¬ 
waukee,  Wis.,  lmt  subsequently  removed  to  Wal¬ 
worth  Coun  ty,  of  that  State,  where  Miss  Reik*rew 
to  womanhood. 

The  portrait  of  the  late  Mr.  Rhoades  accom¬ 
panies  this  sketch. 


ffSfyPl'  CHAMPION.  England  numbers 

|  y||  many  representatives  among  the  best  class 

|  I  »  of  citizens  in  Illinois.  There  is  a  sterling 
I  w  quality  about  the  nationality  that  partial’ 

j  Jarl*v  thcm  for  pioneer  life  and  we  ms  Americans 

[  are  greatly  indebted  to  settlers  of  English  birth 
;  for  the  rapid  advancement  made  in  our  civiliza¬ 
tion.  He  whose  name  heads  this  sketch  and  who 
is  a  representative  farmer  of  Harrison  Township, 
Winnebago  County,  HI.,  was  born  in  England  in 
July,  1846.  His  father,  Abraham  Champion,  was 
born  in  the  same  place,  Somersetshire,  England, 
in  1814,  and  was  a  farmer,  as  was  also  his  father 
before  him.  His  first  wife,  the  mother  of  our  sub¬ 
ject,  was  Elizabeth  French,  and  she  was  born  in 
the  same  place  in  1815.  To  this  union  were  horn 
nine  children,  one  of  whom,  Emma,  died  when 
about  six  years  of  age.  This  family  came  to  the 
United  States  i u  the  spring*  of  1856,  and  located 
m  Rockton,  Ill.,  but  two  years  later  rented  a  farm 
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in  Owen  Township.  There  the  parents  resided  five 
years  and  then  purchased  an  eighty-acre  farm  in 
Harrison  Township,  paying  $10  per  acre  for  it.  To 
the  original  tract  was  added  land  from  time  to 
time  until  at  the  time  of  Mr.  Champion’s  death  it 
numbered  two  hundred  and  twenty-five  acres.  His 
wife- died  on  this  farm  in  August,  1871,  aud  his 
second  marriage  was  to  Mrs.  Sophia  Diamond,  nee 
Newman,  widow  of  John  Diamond.  Mr.  Champ¬ 
ion  passed  away  on  January  1,  1890,  when  seventy- 
six  years  of  age,  and  his  wife  followed  him  to  the. 
grave  on  the  22d  of  the  following  February. 

The  eight,  chitdreu  of  the  first  union  are  still 
living  and  are  as  follows:  James,  a  farmer  in 
Harrison,  married  Miss  Mary  Diamond  and  they 
have  two  children,  a  son  and  daughter;  Charles,  a 
contractor  and  builder,  is  a  man  of  considerable 
wealth;  Mary  Ann  married  Henry  thmunon,  a 
farmer  near  the  town  of  Harrison;  Elizabeth  married 
Jnlm  Carpenter,  a  farmer  near  Harrison;  Abram 
(onv  subject);  Jane,  now  Mrs.  James  Oliver,  of  Har¬ 
rison;  Isaac,  a  wealthy  farmer  of  Burlingame,  Kan.; 
and  Henry,  a  carpenter  of  Chicago.  Abram  Cham¬ 
pion  started  out  at  the  age  of  twenty-five  years  as 
an  agriculturist,  and  it  was  quite  natural  that  he 
should  choose  that  as  his  calling  in  life  for  he.  had 
been  trained  to  it  from  au  early  age,  and  his  an¬ 
cestors  for  generat  ions  had  followed  the  same  oc¬ 
cupation,  He  first  rented  a  farm  in  company  with 
his  brother  Isaac,  the  David  Jewett,  farm,  in  Owen 
Township,  and  this  they  conducted  successfully 
for  three  years,  They  next  rented  the  farm  of 
James  Champion  for  five  years. 

On  July  Hh  1872.  our  subject  married  Miss  Ida 
F.  Dobson,  of  Hand  on,  daughter  of  Edwin  and 
Elizabeth  (Hamer)  Dobson,  the  father  ft  native  of 
New  England,  and  the  mother  of  England.  After 
this  union,  Mr.  Champion  and  wife  resided  on  the 
Jewett,  fartn,  also  the  James  Champion  farm,  and 
then  bought  about  one  hundred  and  thirty-three 
acres,  for  which  he  paid  $1,000.  He  went  in  debt 
for  the  most  of  it  hut  has  since  added  to  this  ! 
tract  until  he  now  owns  four  hundred  acres,  all 
under  the  plow  except  fifty  acres  in  limber  and 
seventy-five  acres  in  pasture  land.  In  1882,  he 
built  a  barn  02x12  feet,  and  in  1890  he  enlarged  it 
015x02,  In  l8Kf),  his  fine  modern  residence  was 


erected,  and  all  his  outbuildings  are  good  axid  sub¬ 
stantial.  Mr.  Champion  has  cleared  most  of  his 
land  and  marketed  the  wood  in  Roeklon,  Beloit 
and  Rockford.  He  raises  all  the  small  kinds  of 
grain,  and  keeps  a  dairy  of  sixteen  cows,  sending 
the  cream  to  the  factory. 

Mr.  Champion’s  marriage  resulted  in  the  birth 
of  five  children,  viz:  Lizzie  M.,  Minnie  M.,  Rena 
M.jNora  J,,  and  Edna  F.,all  attending  the  district 
school  except  Miss  Lizzie,  who  is  in  the  Rockford 
Academy  fitting  herself  for  a  teacher,  and  the  baby, 
Mr.  Champion  was  formerly  a  Republican  in  poli¬ 
ties,  but  he  is  now  Independent.  He  is  not  the 
worker  lie  was  atone  time,  on  account  of  an  injury 
received  by  a  run-a-way  team.  Mrs.  Champion 

was  a  school  teacher  before  her  marriage  aud  is  a 
ladv  of  intelligence  and  a  model  wife  and  mother. 


ETER  McGEACIIIE  derives  a  comfortable 
)  income  from  his  farming  operations,  which 
he  is  carrying  on  very  successfully  in 
Wi  nnebago  Townshi p,  Winnebago  County. 
He  is  a  representative  of  the  Scotch  element  that 
has  played  so  important  a  part  in  the  settlement 
and  development  of  the  Great  West,  and  his 
thrift  and  industry  make  him  a  most  desirable 
citizen. 

Mr.  McGeaebie  was  born  in  Kintyre,  Argyleshire, 
Scotland,  May  10, 1830,  asou  of  Duncan  MeGeachie, 
born  in  the  same  county  ns  Ins  son,  and  his  father, 
Archibald  MeGeachie,  was,  as  far  as  is  known, 
horn  in  the  same  place,  and  fanned  on  land  owned 
by  the  Duke  of  Argyle;  he  spent  his  entire  life 
there.  The  father  of  our  subject,  who  died  in 
1848,  was  reared  and  married  in  his  native  place  and 
spent  his  entire  life  there,  following  the  vocation 
of  a  farmer.  He  was  married  to  Ellon  Ralston,  a 
daughter  of  Thomas  and  Margaret  (Piekan)  Ral¬ 
ston;  she  came  to  America  and  spent  her  last  years 
with  her  children,  dying  at  the  home  of  our  sub¬ 
ject  in  February,  18(57.  The  parents  were  valued 
members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  reared 
seven  children:  Thomas,  Archibald,  Margaret,  Dun¬ 
can,  Peter,  Ellen  and  Barbara, 
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Our  subject  was  reared  and  educated  in  his  na¬ 
tive  place,  attending  the  common  schools  and  at 
the  same  time  assisting  his  father  on  the  home 
farm  until  twenty  years  of  age,  when  he  commenced 
farming  for  himself  on  land  that  his  father  and 
grandfather  had  worked.  In  the  year  1868,  he 
gave  up  the  lease,  and,  deciding  to  come  to  Amer¬ 
ica,  sailed  from  Liverpool  on  the  vessel  “New  York” 
and  arrived  at  that  city  after  an  uneventful  voy¬ 
age.  Coming  direct  to  Winnebago  County,  he 
stopped  for  a  time  with  his  brother  in  Roscoe,  and 
in  January,  1861,  bought  the  land  included  in  his 
present  farm.  Going  to  Kansas  in  February  of 
the  same  year,  he  shortly  returned  and  located 
on  the  same  land  where  he  has  over  since  resided. 
The  farm  is  pleasantly  located  live  miles  west  of 
the  Court  House  and  is  in  a  high  state  of  cultiva¬ 
tion,  adorned  with  fruit  and  shade  trees  of  various 
descriptions,  besides  fine  farm  buildings,  and  every 
part  of  the  estate  gives  evidence  of  the  prudence 
and  good  judgment  of  its  owner,  and  likewise 
shows  that  he  is  a  man  of  good  taste  and  domestic 
instincts. 

Mr.  McGcachie  has  had  the  assistance  of  a  good 
and  faithful  wife  since  his  marriage,  January  10, 
1865,  to  Ellen  Campbell,  the  ceremony  taking 
place  at  Atchison  Mo.  Mrs.  McGcachie  was  born 
in  Argylesliire,  Scotland,  March  4,  1844,  and 
has  borne  her  husband  seven  children:  Donelda, 
Mary,  Archibald,  Barbara,  Edward  Peter,  Grace  N. 
and  Florence  M.  The  father  of  Mrs.  McGcachie 
was  Donald  Campbell,  born  in  Argylesliire,  and  his 
father,  Archibald  Campbell,  was  in  early  life  a 
merchant,  later  a  farmer,  and,  as  far  as  is  known, 
spent  his  entire  life  in  his  native  land.  Donald 
Campbell  was  reared  to  agricultural  pursuits  and 
resided  in  Argyleshire  until  1851,  when  he  sailed 
from  Glasgow  in  the  sailing-vessel  “Allen  Kerr”  to 
America,  accompanied  by  his  wife  and  five  of  his 
seven  children.  After  a  voyage  of  seven  weeks, 
they  landed  at  Quebec,  and  thence  came  directly 
to  Illinois,  settling  in  DeKalb  County,  where  lie 
bought  a  tract  of  land  and  engaged  in  farming 
for  nine  years.  At  the  expiration  of  that  time, 
Mr.  Campbell  moved  to  Lyon  County,  Kan.,  on  a 
tract  of  land,  but  he  sickened,  and  died  two  or 
three  weeks  after  his  arrival  in  that  State.  The 


mnideu  name  of  his  wife  was  Barbara  McGcachie, 
a  native  of  Scotland  and  a  daughter  of  Archibald 
McGeaehie.  After  the  death  of  her  husband,  she 
bought  a  home  in  the  village  of  Plymouth,  Kan., 
which  was  then  but  a  hamlet,  and  has  there  resided 
since.  The  names  of  her  children  are  Mary  A., 
Catherine,  Barbara,  Neil,  Malcolm,  Jessie  and 
Ellen,  respectively. 

Our  subject  and  his  estimable  wife  are  members 
in  good  standing  of  the  First  Presbyterian  Church 
of  Rockford. 

EORGE  S.  ELLIS,  a  prominent  figure  among 
the  business  men  of  Rockton,  1ms  for  many 
J  years  been  engaged  as  a  blacksmith,  in 
which  department  of  trade  he  has  acquired  a  good 
understanding  of  all  its  details.  He  is  a  man  who 
attends  strictly  to  business,  and  bears  the  reputa¬ 
tion  of  being  lcliiblo  and  worthy  of  being  trusted 
in  any  business  which  his  judgment  may  justify 
him  in  undertaking.  Our  subject:,  who  was  horn 
in  Canada  in  September  1840,  is  the  son  of  David 
Ellis,  a  native  of  New  York  who  emigrated  to  Can¬ 
ada,  where  he  resided  for  a  number  of  years  and  in 
1845  came  with  his  family  to  Owen  Township, 
Winnebago  County.  lie  departed  this  life  two 
years  later,  leaving  his  widow  with  eight  children. 

George  S.  Ellis  was  the  fourth  son  and  seventh 
child  in  the  parental  family,  six  of  whom  still  sur¬ 
vive.  The  mother,  whose  maiden  name  was  Maria 
Spencer,  departed  this  life  at  the  home  of  her 
daughter  in  Harrison  Township,  this  county',  in 
1850,  when  forty-eight  years  of  age.  Our  sub¬ 
ject  was  thus  wholly  orphaned  when  nine  years  of 
age  and  from  that  time  lie  has  had  to  “paddle  his 
own  canoe.”  He  obtained  bis  schooling  after 
leaving  home  by  working  for  Ills  board  and  attend¬ 
ing  school  during  the  winter.  When  seventeen 
years  of  age,  ho  rented  land  and  engaged  in  fann¬ 
ing  on  his  own  account. 

In  1861,  he  of  whom  we  write  and  Miss  Ruth, 
daughter  of  William  Knapp,  were  united  in  mar¬ 
riage.  The  young  couple  located  in  Rockton  in 
the  fall  of  1864,  where  our  subject  was  for  seven 
years  engaged  in  teaming,  and  in  1871  purchased, 
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for  §100,  ft  half  interest  in  the  blacksmith  business 
of  Arthur  Stiles.  Five  3  ears  later,  he  bought  out 
his  partner,  since  which  Lime  ho  has  built  up  a 
lucrative  trade  as  village  blacksmith.  Ife  has 
acted  hi  the  capacity  of  “mine  host”  of  each  of 
the  hotels  here  for  about  two  3'ears,  and  has  served 
as  a  member  of  the  Village  Board  for  four  years  and 
School  Director  some  ten  years. 

Five  children  have  been  granted  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Ellis,  one  of  whom,  a  son  Jesse,  died  when  two  and 
a  half  years  of  age.  Those  living  are  Emma,  now 
Mrs.  Byron  Estes  of  Beloit,  Wis.;  Lena,  who  mar¬ 
ried  E.  P.  ShotlilT,  of  Iiockton;  William  and  Flora. 
Although  our  subject  usually  easts  a  Republican 
vote,  he  reserves  a  right  to  vote  for  the  man  whom 
ho  considers  will  best  1111  the  olliee.  He,  Is  a  great 
lover  of  horses  and  possesses  one  of  the.  most 
promising  stock  animals  in  this  section,  a  very 
swift  pacer.  Mrs.  Ellis  is  a  consistent  and  devoted 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 


. 


-FV 


T,  PARKER.  The  old  Bay  Stale  has 
|  furnished  to  Boone  County  a  number  of  rep¬ 
resentative  citizens,  among  whom  may  be 
mentioned  John  I\  Parker,  who  died  at  his 
home  in  Spring  Township,  June  12,  18!)2.  In 
everything  connected  with  the  growth  ami  pros¬ 
perity  of  the  county  he  took  an  active,  interest, 
and  as  a  tiller  of  the  soil  ever  stood  in  the  fore¬ 
most  ranks. 

Born  in  Worcester  County,  Mass.,  in  the  town 
of  Fitchburg,  October  27,  181 0,  oUr  subject  was 
the  son  of  Samuel  and  Lydia  (Allen)  Parker,  na¬ 
tives  of  Massachusetts,  and  the  father  of  English 
descent.  The  Parkers  were  New  Englanders  and 
for  the  most  part  followed  agricultural  pursuits 
for  a  livelihood,  Samuel  Parker  died  in  Illinois 
when  sixty-three  years  of  age,  and  his  wife  re¬ 
ceived  her  (Inal  summons  in  New  York  State  when 
eighty  years  of  age.  ()Ur  subject's  maternal 
grandfather  was  a  valiant  soldier  in  the  Revolu-  j 
lionary  War  and  participated  in  the  battle  of  Lex-  ' 
inglon.  j 

The  original  of  this  notice  was  one  of  thirteen  j 
children,  three  of  whom  are  living.  One  sister  j 
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resides  with  our  subject  and  another  sister  makes 
lier  home  in  the  Empire  State.  John  T.  Parker 
remained  at  home  until  twenty-0110  3- cars  of  age, 
and  up  to  that  time  worked  with  his  father  at  the 
carpenter’s  and  joiner’s  trade.  He  then  started 
out  to  make  his  own  way  in  life  and  went  to 
Pennsylvania,  where  for  three  years  he  was  en¬ 
gaged  in  building  mills.  He  subsequently  tried 
his  band  at  dressing  feathers,  and  after  working  at 
that or  some  time  with  an  uncle  and  putting  in 
nearly  all  of  his  hard-earned  money,  he  decided  to 
quit  and  embark  in  other  enterprises  more  suited 
to  his  taste.  After  this,  lie  was  in  the  saw-mill 
business  fora  number  of  months  but  later  returned 
home  and  there  followed  the  trade  of  a  carpenter 
until  the  spring  of  18 16,.  when  he  made  his  advent 
into  the  .Slate  of  Illinois. 

Previous  to  this,  on  the  3d  of  September,  1887 
he  was  wedded  to  Miss  Eunice  Lindsay,  a  native; 
of  Otsego  County,  N.  Y.,  born  September  3,  1818, 
and  one  of  twelve  children,  four  now  living,  born 
to  David  and  Jemima  (Crane)  Lindsay,  also  na¬ 
tives  of  the  Empire  Slate.  Her  father  died  in 
Madison  County,  N.  Y.,  when  eighty  years  of  age 
and  his  wife  passed  away  in  .Minnesota.  At  tin* 
above-mentioned  date,  1816,  our  subject,  with  his 
father  and  family,  came  by  way  of  the  Erie  Canal 
and  Lakes  to  Chicago,  and  there  hired  a  team  to 
j  take  them  to  near  Bolvidero,  Boone  County.  In 
'  tlml  0,1  Account  of  sickness,  they  remained 

two  months,  and  there  our  subject’s  father  and 
onl4v  child  died. 

Later,  Air.  Parker  and  his  wife  settled  on  rented 
land  and  in  1818,  having  accumulated  consider¬ 
able  means  by  their  frugality  ami  industry,  they 
bought  the  farm  whore  they  spent  their  remaining 
years.  He  lirst  pre-empted  eighty  acres  but  later 
added  forty  acres  to  this,  thus  making  a  snug  farm 
of  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres.  He  th-st  erected 
a  small  frame  house,  in  which  they  lived  for  years, 
and  in  18(11  built  the  present  substantial  building. 

To  the  original  tract,  lie  added  enough  to  make 
one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  which  is  now  worth 
fully  $(if>  per  acre,  and  lie  put  in  ovor^LJOU  worth 
of  tiling.  The  farm  is  one  of  the  most  productive 
and  best  improved  in  the  county.  His  early 
market  was  Chicago  and  often  he  was  eight  or 
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nine  days  on  the  trip.  He  was  thrifty  and  enter¬ 
prising,  no  doubt  inheriting  his  energy  from  his 
sturdy  and  energetic  ancestors,  and  his  ability  as 
an  agriculturist  was  well  known. 

Owing  to  his  intelligence  and  superior  ability, 
Mr.  Parker  was  called  upon  to  occupy  most  of  the 
local  offices  of  the  township  and  discharged  the 
duties  of  the  same  in  a  very  creditable  manner.  He 
affiliated  with  the  Democrats  up  to  the  formation 
of  the  Republican  party,  with  which  he  afterward 
voted.  His  first  Presidential  ballot  was  cast  for 
Andrew  Jackson.  He  had  several  nephews,  Park¬ 
ers,  in  the  Civil  War,  and  some  of  them  laid  down 
their  lives  for  the  Stars  and  Stripes.  On  the  3d  of 
February,  1891,  Mr.  Parker  was  called  upon  to 
mourn  the  loss  of  his  affectionate  wife,  who  passed 
away  at  the  old  home  place.  She  was  an  excellen  t 
woman  and  well  worthy  the  esteem  of  all.  They 
had  two  children:  Harriet,  who  died  as  above- 
mentioned,  at  Belvidere,  and  Henry  L.,  who  died 
before  the  family  left  New  York  State.  Little 
more  than  a  year  after  the  death  of  his  wife,  Mr. 
Parker  closed  his  eyes  on  the  scenes  of  earth  and 
passed  to  the  Great  Beyond  June  12,  1892.  To  the 
last,  he  retained  his  deep  interest  in  the  welfare  of 
his  community  and  fellow-citizens,  and  wa3  quite 
hearty  and  active,  notwithstanding  his  advanced 
age!  His  friends  will  be  pleased  to  notice  his 
portrait  on  another  page  of  this  volume. 


324  East  State  Street,  where  he  koeps  employed 
from  four  to  six  of  the  most  skilled  workmen. 


Among  his  permanent  customers  are  many  of 
Rockford’s  best  dressed  citizens,  who  thoroughly 
appreciate  and  understand  the  merits  of  a  first- 
class  tailor,  and  who  find  in  Mr.  Wall's  establish¬ 
ment  not  only  the  best  goods  in  the  country,  but  a 
place  where  the  style  and  trimming  of  a  garment 
is  a  matter  of  careful  study. 

Mr.  Wall  was  originally  from  Helsingland, 


Sweden,  born  September  1,  1846,  and  while  grow¬ 
ing  up  learned  the  taiior  trade.  Ho  was  loft  an 
orphan  when  but  a  boy,  his  parents  having  died 
when  comparatively  young  people.  His  father, 
Gust  Nordenvall,  was  a  prominent  man  in  his 
community,  holding  many  minor  offices,  such  as 
town  clerk,  and  organist  in  the  State  Church.  The 
mother,  who  died  when  about  thirty-two  years  Of 
age,  was  a  Lutheran  in  her  religious  convictions 
and  a  devout  and  worthy  Christian.  They  wore 
the  parents  of  two  children,  but  only  our  subject 
is  now  living.  The  other,  Gust,  was  a  married  man 
and  died  in  Chicago,  leaving  a  widow  and  two 
daughters.  Gust  Nordenvall,  Sr.,  was  three  times 
married  and  had  children  by  each  wife.  To  his 
last  union  was  born  a  daughter,  Anna,  who  is  now 
the  wife  of  Mr.  Hess,  the  Methodist  clergyman  of 
the  Swedish  Church  of  Rockford. 

It  was  in  the  year  I860  that '  Mr.  Wall  crossed 
the  ocean  to  America  and  he  first  followed  his  trade 
in  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.  Later  he  was  in  business  in 
different  cities  of  that  State  and  Pennsylvania,  but 
in  1877  he  came  to  Rockford,  III.,  and  in  partner¬ 
ship  with  George  Johnson  established  a  merchant 
tailoring  establishment  on  East  State  Street.  They 
continued  together  until  January  1,  1885,  since 
which  time  Mr.  Wall  has  continued  the  business 
alone.  Ho  is  a  live,  energetic  business  man  and  one 
of  the  leading  exponents  of  the  merchant  tailor’s 
art  in  the  city.  By  industry  and  good  business 
management  he  has  been  unusually  successful  anil 
is  now  the  owner  of  some  valuable  improved  prop¬ 
erty  in  the  city,  besides  a  comfortable  home  at  No. 
302  North  Fourth  Street.  He  also  owns  stock  in 
the  Standard  Furniture  Company,  and  the  Rock¬ 
ford  Manufacturing  Company  of  the  city. 

Mr.  Wall  was  married  in  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  June 
6,  1869,  to  Miss  Ida  Ilult,  a  native  of  Fulmar  Lan, 
Sweden,  born  in  March,  1847,  and  who  came  alone 
to  the  United  States  in  1866.  Her  father  died  in 
Sweden  and  her  mother  subsequently  came  to  the 
United  States,  being  now  a  resident  of  Jamestown, 
N.  Y.  Mrs.  Wall’s  brother,  Capt.  C.  A.  Hult,  now 
a  resident  of  Jamestown,  N.  Y.,  was  the  first  of  the 
family  to  come  to  this  country.  He  fought  for  the 
Union  during  the  Rebellion. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wall  became  the  parents  of  five  cliil- 
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dron,  two  of  whom  died  in  in  fancy.  Those  living 
are:  Anna  W.,  attending  business  college;  Walter 
C.  G.,  and  Louis  W.  Socially,  Mr.  Wall  is  d  Knight 
Templar  in  the  Masonic  fraternity,  and,  p<jj!itically, 
ho  is  an  active  worker*  for  the  Republican  party 
whose  principles  he  advocates.  lie  and  his  wife 
are  members  of  the  Swedish  Methodist  Church  and 
he  is  an  official  in  the  same. 

g§|  j<s)#|r|  gn 

LEXANDER  ANDERSON,  a  retired  florist, 
fjQi  whose  commodious  and  pleasant  residence 
jljlk  is  at  No.  714  North  First  Street,  came  to 
this  city  in  May,  1858,  and  was  first  en¬ 
gaged  as  a  flower  gardener  by  Mr.  Townsend,  with 
whom  he  remained  for  a  number  of  years.  lie  was 
subsequently  with  Mr.  M,  Starr,  another  old  settler 
of  the  city.  Later  still,  he  worked  for  others,  in¬ 
cluding  G.  A.  San  ford,  and  Emerson  &  Company, 
remaining  with  this  company  for  fourteen  years. 
In  this  way  he  has  passed  his  life  thus  far  and  has 
saved  a  fair  amount  of  his  income,  the  same  he 
is  now  enjoying.  Ho  has  been  overseer  for  the 
East  Side  Parle  for  a  number  of  years  and  holds 
that  position  at  the  present  time.  lie  is  well 
known  in  Rockford,  and  is  welUiked  by  all. 

Mr.  Anderson  claims  Sweden  as  his  native  land, 
and  was  born  in  Wester  Gothland,  of  that  conn  try, 
October  12,  1828.  lie  remained  thereuntil  twenty- 
nine  years  of  age,  and  in  the  spring  of  1852  he 
left  home  and  friends  to  seek  his  fortune  in  the 
States.  On  the  2d  of  July  of  that  year,  he  reached 
Boston  and  came  thence  to  Chicago  by  cars,  mak¬ 
ing  the  distance  in  five  days.  After  about  a  year 
spent  in  the  vicinity  of  that  city  he  came  On  to 
Rockford. 

He  was  the  only  one  of  his  family  to  set  foot  on 
American  soil,  and  the  youngest  of  seven  children 
bom  to  his  parents,  Andrew  S.  and  Breta  (Hallen- 
berg)  Anderson,  natives  of  Sweden,  in  which 
country  both  received  their  final  summons,  the  fa¬ 
ther  dying  when  about  eighty-nine  years  of  ago 
and  the  mother  also  when  quite  aged.  The  family 
were  all  members  of  the  State  Church  of  Sweden. 

Our  subject  was  married  in  Rockford  to  Miss 
Erica  Peterson,  who  was  born  in  Wester  Gothland, 
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Sweden,  July  4,  1883,  and  whose  parents,  Peter 
Maline  and  Ingra  M.  (Ilollemberg)  Peterson,  were 
also  natives  of  that  country.  They  passed  their 
on( ire  lives  there,  the  father  engaged  as  a  farmer, 
and  both  lived  to  be  quite  old  people.  Mrs. 
Anderson  passed  her  youthful  days  in  her  native 
province,  and  in  1855,  with  her  sister,  Ingra  (who 
is  now  deceased,  having  died  in  Rockford  after 
her  marriage) ,  came  to  the  United  States  and  settled 
in  Rockford,  Ill.  She  was  married  shortly  after¬ 
wards,  or  in  1857,  to  Mr.  Anderson,  and  bore  him 
five  children,  one  deceased,  Olivia  L.,  who  died 
when  about  four  years  of  age.  Those  children 
living  are:  Edward,  in  business  in  Bclvidere,  mar¬ 
ried  Miss  Ida  Lindenle;  Selma  V.,  wife  of  John 
Unit,  a  carver  in  the  furniture  factory;  Victor  L,, 
a  machinist  with  the  Nelson  Knitting  Company, 
married  Miss  Jennie  Lundine,  and  Mary  at  home,  a 
seamstress  and  dressmaker.  All  the  family  are 
members  of  the  First  .Lutheran  Church,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Anderson  being  among  the  older  members  of 
the  same.  Mr.  Anderson  is  an  ardent  Republican 
and  cast  his  first  Presidential  vote  for  Abraham 
Lincoln. 

P LETCHER  COFFIN.  The  agricultural  cle¬ 
ment  that  has  been  so  largely  instrumental 
in  the  upbuilding  of  Winnebago  County 
is  well  represented  by  this  gentleman,  who  is  one 
of  the  foremost  farmers  and  stockraisers  of  Burritt 
Township,  where  he  owns  a  large  and  valuable 
farm.  Mr.  Coffin  was  born  November  6,  1841,  in 
Roseoe,  this  county,  a  son  of  Henderson  W.  Coffin, 
born  in  Newport,  Herkimer  County,  N.  Y.,  and  ho 
in  turn  was  a  son  of  Isaac,  who  was  born  in  the 
town  of  Deerfield,  Herkimer  County,  N  Y*  His 
father,  the  great-grandfather  of  our  subject,  was 
from  New  England  and  was  one  of  the  first  settlers 
of  the  town  of  Deerfield.  He  cleared  a  farm  from 
the  wilderness  and  resided  there  until  his  death. 
Isaac  Coffin  was  reared  on  a  farm  and  ahvaj’S  fol¬ 
lowed  farming  as  a  vocation,  assisting  in  clearing 
seven  different  farms.  From  Herkimer  County,  ho 
went  to  St.  Lawrence  County  about  the  year  1839, 
bought  a  tract  of  timber  laud,  and  with  the  assist- 
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ance  of  bis  sons  cleared  it  and  spent  his  remaining 
days  there.  His  wife  was  known  in  her  maiden 
days  as  Peggy  Patton ;  she  was  a  native  of  Eastern 
New  York  and  the  daughter  of  a  Revolutionary 
soldier.  She  passed  away  in  St.  Lawrence  County. 

The  father  of  our  subject  went  to  Canada  when 
a  young  man  and  there  learned  the  trade  of  a 
brickmaker  with  his  brother  Horace.  Prom  there 
they  came  to  Illinois  in  1838,  and  located  in  Win¬ 
nebago  County,  Henderson  still  remaining  in 
the  employ  of  his  brother.  Sometime  later,  he 
started  in  farming  for  himself  and  went  to  Beloit, 
prospecting  for  a  short  time,  and  then  established 
a  brickyard.  He  had  previous  to  this  time  entered 
a  tract  of  Government  land  in  what  is  now  Burritt 
Township,  and  in  1860  settled  on  that  land.  There 
he  engaged  in  farming  some  years,  then  removed 
to  Winnebago  Township,  and  bought  a  tract  of 
land  and  made  his  home  therein  until  his  death  in 
Hay,  1876.  The,  maiden  name  of  his  wife  was 
Mary  H.  Ken  ear;  she  was  born  in  New  Fork  State 
and  now  makes  her  home  in  Rockford.  The  father 
of  our  subject  was  a  very  industrious  man,  possessed 
of  good  judgment,  and  was  one  of  the  most  suc¬ 
cessful  fanners  in  the  county,  and  at  one  time 
owned  upwards  of  one  thousand  acres  of  land. 

Our  subject  is  one  of  eleven  children  born  to  his 
parents  and  he  received  his  education  in  the  pub¬ 
lic  schools  of  this  county.  Reared  to  farming  pur¬ 
suits,  he  has  always  followed  that  vocation  and  is 
now  the  owner  of  a  line  tract  of  land  comprising 
two  hundred  and  forty  broad  and  fertile  acres 
which  are  finely  improved,  and  good  and  substan¬ 
tial  buildings  are  erected  thereon, 

The  date  of  the  marriage  of  our  subject  and 
Miss  Harriet  Keeling  was  December  22, 1879.  Mrs. 
Collin  was  born  in  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  and  is  a  daugh¬ 
ter  of  John  Keeling,  who  was  bom  near  Liver¬ 
pool,  England,  and  a  son  of  William  and  Harriet 
Keeling.  The  grandfather  of  Mrs.  Coffin  was  a 
tailor  by  trade  and  on  coming  to  America  settled 
in  Philadelphia  and  followed  his  trade  there  some 
years.  From  there  he  came  to  Rockford,  and  re¬ 
sided  here  until  his  death.  His  son  John  learned 
the  trade  of  a  tailor  and  also  followed  it  for  some 
time  after  coming  to  America.  He  is  still  a  resi¬ 
dent  of  Rockford  and  is  now  engaged  as  a  house 


decorator.  The  maiden  name  of  his  wife  was 
Elizabeth  Taylor,  a  native  of  England,  and  a 
daughter  of  William  Taylor,  and  came  to  this 
country  with  a  brother  and  sister. 

Our  subject  and  las  cstimablo  wife  have  had  born 
to  them  two  children*:  Gertrude  May  and  Alta 
Marie.  Mr.  Coffin  votes  the  Republican  ticket  in 
politics. 


GEORGE  a.  WADDELL,  Who  resides  on 
section  32,  Guilford  Township,  is  an  enter¬ 
prising  and  reproson tative  agriculturist  of 
Winnebago  County,  and  one  of  the  worthy  citi¬ 
zens  that  the  Empire  State  has  furnished  to  Illinois. 
Ho  was  born  in  the  town  of  Bethel,  Sullivan 
County,  N.  Y.,  April  1,  1853,  and  is  of  Scotch  de¬ 
scent.  Ilis  paternal  grandfather  was  born  in  Scot¬ 
land,  and  came  to  America  accompanied  by  his  wi  fe 
and  one  son.  He  located  in  Sullivan  County  and 
there  purchased  a  farm,  upon  which  ho  spout  the 
remainder  Of  his  life.  James  Waddell,  father  of 
our  subject,  was  a  native  of  Sullivan  County  and 
was  there  reared  and  acquired  a  common-school 
education.  On  attaining  his  majority,  ho  wus 
joined  in  wedlock  with  Mary  J.  Broakey,  also  a  na¬ 
tive  of  that  county  and  a  daughter  of  John  and 
Elosia  Brcakey.  The  maternal  grandfather  of  our 
subject  was  born  On  the  Emerald  Isle  and  was  of 
Scotch  descent.  IBs  wife  was  »  native  of  New 
England.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Waddell  began  their  do¬ 
mestic  life  upon  the  farm  in  Bethel  Township 
where  the  former  now  resides.  His  wife  was  called 
to  her  final  rest  in  1874. 

We  now  take  up  the  personal  history  of  George 
A.  Waddell,  whose  boyhood  and  youth  were  passed 
in  the  usual  manner  of  farmer  lads.  Ho  aided  in 
the  labors  of  the  farm  during  the  summer  months 
and  in  the  winter  season  attended  the  district 
schools  of  the  neighborhood.  Remaining  under 
the  parental  roof  until  he  lmcl  attained  his  major¬ 
ity,  ho  then  started  out  in  life  for  himself  and  went 
to  Orange  County,  N.  Y„,  where  the  succeeding 
year  and  a  half  of  his  life  were  passed.  On  the  ex¬ 
piration  of  that  period,  he  determined  to  try  his 
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fortune  in  Illinois,  and  emigrated  to  Winnebago 
County,  where  he  was  employed  as  a  farm  hand  for 
a  month  and  a  half.  He  then  rented  land,  and  it 
was  not  until  1888  that  he  purchased  the  farm  on 
which  he  now  resides. 

As  a  companion  and  helpmate  on  life’s  journey, 
Mr.  Waddell  chose  Miss  Minnie  C.  Seoville,  a  na¬ 
tive  of  Ogle  County,  Ill.,  and  a  daughter  of 
Stephen  T.  and  Lucy  (Preston)  Seoville.  Her  par¬ 
ents  are  mentioned  elsewhere  in  this  work'  in  con¬ 
nection  with  the  sketch  of  Hon,  II.  C.  Seoville. 
The  union  of  our  subject  and  his  wife  was  cele¬ 
brated  in  1-879,  and  the  worthy  couple  are  held  in 
high  regard  throughout  this  community.  They 
are  both  members  Of  the  Centennial  Methodist 
Church  of  Rockford,  and,  in  politics,  Mr.  Waddell 
is  a  Republican  but  has  never  sought  or  desired 
public  office,  preferring  to  give  his  entire  time  and 
attention  to  his  business  interests.  On  removing 
to  the  farm,  he  erected  good  buildings  and  has 
made  many  other  improvements,  which  have 
greatly  increased  its  value  and  made  it  a  desirable 
place  of  residence.  His  homo  is  pleasantly  and 
conveniently  situated  about  three  miles  and  one- 
half  from  the  court  house. 


GREET  PHELPS,  who  is  the  oldest  native- 
lb)  born  citizen  of  Winnebago  County  now 
residing  within  its  limits,  was  the  owner  and 
occupant  of  two  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  ex¬ 
cellent  land  in  Owen  Township.  His  portrait  and 
life  sketch  will  therefore  possess  unusual  interest 
for  the  render.  His  birth  occurred  in  Rockford 
Township,  April  20,  1837,  while  his  father,  John 
Phelps,  was  born  and  reared  in  St.  Albans,  Vt, 
The  latter-named  gentleman  was  a  carpenter  by 
trade,  and  when  a  young  man  removed  to  Buffalo, 
N.  Y.,  whore  he  was  engaged  in  that  line  of  work 
for  a  time,  and  early  in  1886  came  West  to  the 
Territory  of  Michigan,  where  his  marriage  oc¬ 
curred. 

Immediately  after  that  event,  the  young  couple 
started  for  the  Prairie  State,  making  the  journey 
overland  with  a  team.  Their  first  stop  was  made 
at  Paw  Paw  Grove,  whore  Mr.  Phelps  left  his  wile, 


and,  storting  out  to  seek  a  location,  came  to  Win¬ 
nebago  County  when  Rockford  contained  but  a 
few  families,  and  the  Government  surveys  to  the 
land  in  the  surrounding  country  had  not  yet  been 
completed.  Deciding  to  locate  in  Rockford,  he 
purchased  property  on  South  Second  Street,  oppo¬ 
site  the  present  site  of  the  Centennial  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  and,  bringing  his  wife  hither, 
they  established  themselves  in  this  community. 

Mr.  Phelps  prosecuted  his  trade  there  until  1846, 
when,  he  removed  to  what  is  now  Cherry  Valley 
Township,  and  making  settlement  on  a  tract  of 
Government  land,  erected  a  log  house  and  com¬ 
menced  the  work  of  subduing  nature,  erecting  a 
cabin  and  improving  his  farm.  He  worked  at  his 
trade  a  part  of  each  year  for  some  time,  and  occu¬ 
pied  that  farm  until  1864,  when  he  sold  it  and  re¬ 
moved  to  Pecatonica  Village,  and  was  there  for  a 
number  of  years  engaged  in  the  hardware  business. 
He  later  became  identified  with  the  business  inter¬ 
ests  of  Davis,  Stephenson  County,  where  he  carried 
on  a  profitable  lumber  trade.  On  account  of  fail¬ 
ing  health,  however,  he  was  compelled  to  retire 
from  active  work,  and  died  in  the  village  of  Du¬ 
rand,  July  7,  1874. 

Mrs.  Lucretia  (Kimball)  Phelps,  the  mother  of 
Our  subject,  was  born  in  the  Green  Mountain  State 
and  now  resides  with  her  son  at  Plymouth,  Mo. 
She  became  the  mother  of  the  following-named 
four  children:  Egbert,  John  A.,  Hannibal,  and 
|  Helen  M.,  who  became  the  wife  of  O.  l-I.  Davis,  aud 
died  at  Durand.  The  original  of  this  sketch  was 
ten  years  of  ago  when  he  was  brought  to  Cherry 
Valley  Township,  and  after  attending  the  schools 
first  in  Rockford  and  then  in  that  township,  en¬ 
tered  the  High  School  in  Rockford.  He  assisted 
his  father  on  the  farm,  and  remained  at  home  un¬ 
til  twenty-two  years  of  age,  when  he  was  employed 
at  surveying  in  and  around  Rockford  for  two 
years. 

In  1863,  our  subject  enlisted  in  Company  K, 
Seventeenth  Illinois  Cavalry,  and  served  until  af¬ 
ter  the  close  of  the  war,  most  of  the  time  being 
under  Pope  in  Missouri,  Arkansas  and  Kansas, 
fighting  the  guerrillas  and  bushwhackers,  which  was 
the  most  dangerous  kind  of  warfare.  In  Decem¬ 
ber,  186fi,  ho  was  discharged,  and  returning  home. 
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engaged  in  teaming  at  Pecatonica.  Two  years 
later,  he  settled  upon  the  farm  which  he  now  owns 
and  occupies,  and  on  which  may  be  found  all  the 
buildings  necessary  for  carrying  on  a  first-class 
estate. 

The  ceremony  which  united  Miss  Mary  E.  Brown 
and  Egbert  Phelps  was  performed  November  29, 
1866.  The  lady  was  born  in  Owen  Township,  this 
county,  September  12,  1843,  and  was  the  only 
daughter  of  Mowry  and  Lucy  (Pease)  Brown,  for 
a  further  sketch  of  whom  the  reader  is  referred 
to  the  biography  of  R.  E.  Brown.  The  two 
children  comprising  the  household  of  our  subject 
and  his  wife  are  Charles  E.  and  Zorn  E.  Republi¬ 
can  in  politics,  Mr.  Phelps  takes  an  active  interest 
in  all  local  affairs.  Socially,  he  is  a  member  of 
Nevius  Post  Nq-,1,  G-.  A.  R., while  Mrs.  Phelps  is  con¬ 
nected  with  thr-  Woman’s  Relief  Corps,  of  Rock¬ 
ford. 

§ENJAMIN  F.  GARRETT,  one  of  the  enter¬ 
prising  farmers  of  Guilford  Tornship, 
Winnebago  County,  has  demonstrated  the 
fact  that  perseverance  and  zeal  will  prevail 
to  conquer  circumstances  and  gain  a  competence 
for  him  who  exercises  those  qualities.  He  now 


when  he  received  his  honorable  discharge  in  Au¬ 
gust  of  1865.  Returning  home,  our  subject  engaged 
in  work  at  the  carpenter’s  trade  in  partnership 
with  his  brother  Robert,  and  a  twelvemonth  later 
purchased  the  farm  where  he  now  resides.  There 
was  on  the  place  a  house  14x20  feet  in  dimensions, 
also  a  board  stable,  Mr.  Garrett  added  to  his 
property  until  his  estate  now  includes  two  hun¬ 
dred  acres,  which  its  owner  has  beautified  by  plank¬ 
ing  ornamental  fruit  and  shade  trees  and  erecting 
a  good  set  of  buildings  thereon. 

Miss  Esther  A,  Hayes  was  married  to  our  subject 
in  I860;  she  is  a  native  of  this  county  and  town, 
ship,  her  birth  having  occurred  in  July,  1849.  Her 
father,  Samuel  Baker  Hayes,  was  born,  reared  and 
married  in  Connecticut,  whence  he  removed  to 
Canada,  purchasing  a  farm  near  St.  Thomas.  His 
wife  dying  at  that  place,  he  later  married  the 
mother  of  Mrs.  Garrett,  whose  maiden  name  was 
Catherine  Grovoro.  She  was  a  native  of  Canada 
and  of  French  ancestry.  In  the  fall  of  1838,  the 
parents  of  Mrs.  Garrett  came  to  Winnebago 
County,  where  the  father  purchased  a  claim  to  a 
tract  of  Government  land  on  section  17,  Guilford 
Township.  There  he  erected  the  log  house  in 
which  Mrs.  Garrett  was  born  and  in  which  the 
family  resided  until  the  decease  of  the  parents. 

Our  subject  and  bis  wife  have  one  son,  Bruce 


owns  two  hundred  acres  of  fine  land.  All  of  the 
improvements — and  they  are  many  and  excellent — 
have  been  made  by  the  present  owner  of  the  farm 
and  reflect  credit  upon  his  judgment  and  thrift. 

Born  July  10,  1835,  in  Lake  County,  Ohio,  our 
subject  is  the  youngest  son  of  Thomas  and  Mar¬ 
garet  (Kewish)  Garrett,  whose  history  will  bo 
found  in  the  biography  of  Robert  Garrett  on  an¬ 
other  page  of  this  volume.  Benjamin  was  three 
years  of  age  when  his  parents  came  to  this  county, 
so  he  has  but  little  recollection  of  other  than  his 
adopted  home.  He  began  working  on  the  farm  as 
soon  as  old  enough  and,  making  bis  home  with  his 
parents  until  his  marriage,  then  rented  land  until 
1864. 

In  August  of  the  above-named  year,  Benjamin 
Garrett  enlisted  in  Company  B,  One  Hundred  and 
Forty-sixth  Illinois  Infantry  ,  and  served  hiscoun- 
try  faithfully  and  well  until  the  close  of  the  war, 


H.  Mr.  Garrett  is  a  member  of  Nevius  Post  No.  1 , 
G.  A.  R.,  and  in  politics  casts  a  straight  Republican 
vote. 


e  II ARLES  M.  IvEELER  has  the  honor  of 
,  claiming  Belvidere  as  his  native  city.  He 
here  first  opened  his  eyes  to  the  light  of 
day,  October  31,  1857.  His  grandfather,  Calvin 
Keeler,  was  a  farmer  and  spent  his  last  years  in 
Cortland  County,  N.  Y.,  -whore  Milton  E.  Keeler, 
father  of  our  subject,  was  boivi.  He  there  resided 
until  sixteen  years  of  age,  when,  in  1849,  he  loft 
the  parental  roof  and  came  tp^  Illinois,  where  lie 
engaged  in  clerking  until  the  war.  In  September, 
1862,  ho  joined  the  boys  in  blue  of  Company  B, 
Ninety-fifth  Illinois  Infantry,  and  was  mustered  in 
as  First  Lieutenant.  He  participated  in  the  Vicksburg 
campaign,  and  the  Red  River  expedition,  an  cl  after 
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serving  two  years  returned  home,  having  resigned 
on  account  of  ill-health,  He  then  embarked  in  the 
mercantile  business  in  Belvidcro  and  continued 
operations  in  that  line  until  1871,  when  he  pur¬ 
chased  the  creamery  at  Garden  Prairie  and  con¬ 
ducted  that  business  until  1877,  He  then  sold 
and  returned  to  Belvidere.  He  was  elected  County 
Clerk  in  the  fall  of  1877,  and  so  faithfully  did  ho 
perform  his  duties  that  he  was  re-elected  at  each 
succeeding  election,  holding  the  office  until  his 
death,  which  occurred  January  29,  1884,  Mrs, 
Keeler  still  survives  her  husband.  She  bore  the 
maiden  name  of  Louisa  Owen  and  was  born  in 
Canandaigua,  N.  Y.  Ilev  father,  Joseph  Owen,  was 
a  soldier  in  the  War  of  1812,  and  during  his  last 
years  received  a  pension  in  recognition  of  his  ser¬ 
vices.  I-lis  father  was  one  of  the  heroes  of  the 
Revolutionary  War. 

Charles  Keeler  is  one  of  eight  children  as  fol¬ 
lows:  George  H.,  Charles  M.,  Willis  E.,  Prank  II., 
May  B.  Dunton,  Helen  L.  Tousley,  Grace  M. 
Dawson  and  Emma  C. 

Our  subject  acquired  his  early  education  in  the 
schools  of  Belvidere,  and  after  the  removal  of  the 
family  to  Garden  Prairie  assisted  lus  father  in  the 
creamery.  On  returning  to  this  city,  lie  served  as 
Deputy  County  Clerk  for  four  years,  after  which 
he  went  t  Chicago  and  was  employed  as  assistant 
book-keeper  by  the  linn  of  Clement,  Bane  <k  Co., 
with  whom  he  remained  until  his  father’s  death, 
when  he  was  appointed  to  1511  the  unexpired  term 
of  County  Clerk.  In  1884,  he  was  elected  to  that 
office,  re-elected  in  1886  and  again  in  1890,  and  is 
the  present  incumbent. 

Mr.  Keeler  was  married,  June  25,  1884,  to  Julia 
Nixon,  who  was  born  at  Ringwootl,  McHenry 
Count} ,  Ill.,  and  is  a  daughter  of  the  Hon.  Alex¬ 
ander  II,  and  Prances  (Condict)  Nixon,  who  were 
early  settlers  of  McHenry  County.  Her  father  was 
a  man  of  prominence  who  served  one  term  in  the 
Senate  and  three  or  four  terms  in  the  State  Legis¬ 
lature.  lie  died  during  the  war.  By  the  union  of 
our  subject  and  his  wife  have  been  born  two  inter¬ 
esting  children,  Clam  L.  and  Marguerite.  The 
parents  are  both  members  of  the  Pirsfc  Presbyterian 
Church,  and  Mr.  Keeler  is  Adjutant  of  the  Illinois 
Division  Sons  of  Veterans.  Ills  efficiency  as  County 
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Clerk  and  his  faithful  performance  of  duty  are  well 
attested  by  his  long  continued  service,  which  also 
indicates  his  popularity  and  the  high  regard  in 
which  he  is  held  by  all. 


AMES  AUGUSTUS  BENNETT,  of  Belvidere, 
has  for  more  than  half  a  century  resided  in 
1  Boone  County,  and  is  a  worthy  representa- 
tive  of  one  of  its  honored  pioneer  families. 
His  grandfather  was  a  farmer  of  Groton,  Middlesex 
County,  Mass.  His  father  was  born  in  that  local¬ 
ity,  arid  resided  in  Groton  until  1839,  when,  in  the 
month  of  May,  he  started  Westward,  accompanied 
by  his  wife  and  four  children.  They  went  by  way 
of  the  Erie  Canal  from  Albany  to  Buffalo,  where 
they  embarked  on  a  steamer  and  in  that  way 
reached  Chicago,  whore  Mr.  Bennett  purchased  a 
team  of  horses  and  a  pair  of  oxen,  and,  attaching 
‘them  to  wagons  he  had  brought  with  Jam,  made  an 
overland  journey  to  Boone  County,  At  that  time 
few  improvements  had  here  been  made,  the  few  set¬ 
tlers  lived  i  n  log  cabins  and  their  homes  were  widely 
scattered.  The  family  moved  into  a  log  house 
with  another  family  and  there  resided  until  fall, 
when  Mr.  Bennett  purchased  a  tract  of  laud  near 
Newburg,  where  they  spent  the  winter.  He  suf¬ 
fered  very  much  from  ague  during  the  winter  and 
in  the  spring  concluded  to  leave  that  location,  so 
purchased  a  tract  of  wild  land  on  South  Prairie, 
now  included  in  Flora  Township.  Building  a 
barn,  the  family  occupied  that  as  a  place  of  resi¬ 
dence  daring  the  summer,  while  the  house  was 
being  moved  from  Newburg,  Four  years  later,  he 
purchased  a  farm  on  the  north  bank  of  the  Kish- 
waukee  River,  a  portion  of  which  is  now  included 
within  the  city  limits,  and  "erected  a  commodious 
brick  residence,  frame  barn  and  other  buildings. 
Ho  made  it  one  of  the  desirable  farms  of  tire  local¬ 
ity  and  continued  its  cultivation  until  his  death  in 
1868. 

The  maiden  name  of  our  subject’s  mother  was 
Mary  Shattuck.  She  was  born  in  Groton,  Mass.,  and 
died  in  January,  1892.  She  had  a  family  of  seven 
children,  six  of  whom  grew  to  mature  years:  James 
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Augustus;  Samuel,  now  deceased;  John  II.,  a  resi¬ 
dent  of  Belvidere;  Sarah  J,,  who  is  living  in  Bonus 
Township;  George,  of  Coffey  County,  Kan.,  and 
Charles,  a  resident  of  Flora  Township.  Since  the 
death  of  Mrs.  Bennett,  the  farm  has  been  sold  to  the 
Lincoln  Avenue  Land  Company  and  it  is  platted 
and  known  as  Fair  View,  and  the  company  have 
already  sold  a  large  number  of  lots. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  a  lad  of  only  nine 
years,  when,  with  his  parents,  he  came  to  Illinois. 
I-Ie  remembers  well  many  incidents  of  the  long 
journey.  He  was  reared  amid  the  wild  scenes  of 
the  frontier  to  habits  of  industry,  and  at  an  early 
age  became  inured  to  the  hard  labors  of  the  farm. 
In  the  winter  season  he  attended  the  schools  of  the 
neighborhood,  while  in  the  summer  months  he 
assisted  his  father  in  the  cultivation  of  the  land, 
remaining  under  the  parental  roof  until  he  had 
attained  his  majority,  when  he  started  out  in  life 
for  himself.  Since  June,  1889,  he  has  resided  con¬ 
tinuously  in  Boone  County,  and  is  numbered 
among  its  worthy  pioneers.  He  has  ever  borne  his 
share  in  its  upbuilding  and  advancement  and  is 
recognised  as  a  public-spirited  and  progressive 
citizen  of  the  community. 

<a.  - ~-£3<  X  .  a 

EUBEN  H.  IRONS,  who  is  now  living  a 
retired  life  in  Rockford,  was  born  near 
Zanesville,  Ohio,  August  18, 1826,  and  is  a 
\^)son  of  David  Irons,  a  native  of  Schuylkill 
County,  Pa.,  ah  tl  was  reared  on  a  farm  and  worked 
in  a  sawmill  owned  by  his  father.  About  the  time 
the  war  broke  out,  he  enlisted  as  a  soldier  of  the 
navy  ancl  fought  in  many  engagements  during 
that  second  struggle  for  American  independence. 
On  his  return  to  Pennsylvania,  he  learned  the 
blacksmith’s  trade,  which  proved  to  him  a  lucrative 
occupation.  Subsequently,  he  removed  to  Ohio, 
becoming  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  Zanesville. 
1-Ie  there  established  a  smithy  and  did  much  work 
on  the  first  bridge  that  spanned  the  Mnskonyuns 
River  at  that  place.  Subsequently,  he  purchased  a 
farm  in  Franklin  County,  Ohio,  not  far  from 
Columbus,  and  carried  that  on  in  connection  with 
blacksmithing..  After  some  years  he  brought  his 


family,  with  teams,  to  Illinois  in  1847,  again  be¬ 
coming  a  pioneer.  He  settled  on  a„farm  in  Shir- 
land,  where  his  death  occurred  when  past  the  ago 
of  seventy  years.  His  wife  survived  him  and  died 
at  the  home  of  her  son  Reuben,  while  the  latter  was 
living  in  Clinton  County,  Iowa.  She  was  then 
sixty-eight  years  of  age.  In  the  family  were  nine 
children,  all  of  whom  grow  to  manhood  and  woman¬ 
hood,  while  two  sons  and  six  daughters  arc  yet 
living.  . 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  remained  upon  his  fa¬ 
ther’s  farm  in  Ohio  until  nineteen  years  Of  igo, 
when  he  came  to  Illinois,  locating  in  this  county 
in  1847.  Aftor  some  years  lie  removed  to  Clinton 
County,  Iowa,  where  he  spent  sixteen  years,  after 
which  he  returned  to  Illinois  and  made  a  settle¬ 
ment  in  Cherry  Valley  Township,  where  lie  carried 
on  farming.  Ho  is  numbered  among  the  honored 
pioneers  of  the  county  and  has  borne  the  usual  ex¬ 
periences  of  frontier  life.  In  those  early  days  he 
has  hauled  grain  to  Chicago  and  Milwaukee  and 
then  frequently  received  only  twenty-five  cents 
per  bushel  for  it.  He  began  life  empty-liaudod  but 
has  worked  his  way  upward  to  a  position  of  afflu¬ 
ence.  He  still  owns  some  good  property  in  Wood¬ 
bury  County,  Iowa,  two  hundred  and  forty  acres 
of  fine  and  well-improved  land;  and  also  has  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres  near  Huron,  S.  Dak.,  and 
some  property  in  Kansas.  His  property  in  Rock¬ 
ford  is  quite  valuable  also. 

Mr.  Irons  was  married  in  this  county  to  Miss 
Eliza  Atwood,  who  was  born  near  Chatham,  in  the 
Province  of  Ontario,  Canada,  March  23,  1830,  and 
is  a  daughter  of  Patten  and  Anna  (Brooks)  At¬ 
wood,  natives  of  Massachusetts  and  Canada,  re¬ 
spectively.  They  were  married  in  the  latter  coun¬ 
try  and  settled  not  far  from  Chatham,  whore  Mr. 
Atwood  engaged  in  the  milling  business  for  twelve 
years.  In  1839,  ho  came  to  the  United  States  and 
made  a  settlement  iii  this  county,  where  ho  has 
since  resided.  He  is  now  a  well-to-do  farmer  of 
Owen  Township,  and  is  eighty-seven  years  of  age. 
His  wife  died  July  30,  1890,  at  the  age  of  eighty- 
throe  years,  in  the  faith  of  the  Baptist  Church,  to 
which  Mr.  Atwood  also  belongs,  lie  was  an  Aboli¬ 
tionist  and  joined  the  Republican  party  on  its 
organization.  For  sixty- five  years  he  and  his  wife 
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traveled  life’s  journey  together  and  were  highly 
respected  people.  Unto  them  were  born  fifteen 
children,  and,  with  the  exception  of  one  who  died 
in  childhood,  all  are  yet  living  and  have  married. 
The  eldest  is  sixty-live  and  the  youngest  forty-one 
years  of  age.  They  have  all  been  quite  successful 
in  life  and  the  family  is  noted  for  longevity. 

Mrs.  Irons  was  the  thjrd  in  order  of  birth.  She 
was  carefully  reared  and  is  a  lady  of  noble  and 
generous  character,  held  in  high  esteem  by  all. 
With  the  Baptist  Church  she  holds  membership.  By 
her  marriage  she  has  become  the  mother  of  four 
children,  three  living:  Frank  L.,  who  was  a  fanner 
of  Marshall  County,  Kan,,  wedded  M.  L.  Scovill, 
and  passed  away  November  10, 1891,  at  the  age  of 
thirty-eight  years,  leaving  three  daughters;  he 
had  buried  a  son  Reuben  nine  months  before  his 
death,  Charles  L.  married  Emma  Alger  and  is  a 
farmer  of  Woodbury  County,  Iowa;  Anna  E.,  wife 
of  Walter  Belsliaw,  a  carpenter  residing  in  Oregon 
City,  Ore.;  and  Vina  M,,  wife  of  Henry  Foote,  a 
carpenter  of  tiro  same  place. 

In  politics,  Mr,  Irons  is  a  Republican.  IIo  has 
resided  in  this  city  for  some  seventeen  years  and 
is  now  living  a  retired  life  at  No,  4iO  North  First 
Street.  He  is  numbered  among  the  early  settlers 
of  the  county  and  since  locating  here  more,  than 
forty  years  ago  has  been  identified  with  its  up¬ 
building  and  progress. 


ORATIO  C.  DkMUNN,  ox-Circutt  Clerk  of 
Boone  County,  is  at  present  residing  in 
Belvidorc.  He  was  born  in  Alexander, 
Genesee  County, H.Y.,  November  12, 1824, 
and  is  a  son  of  John  DcMunn,  who,  as  far  as  is 
known,  was  born  in  New  York  State,  of  French 
parents.  The  latter-named  gentleman  was  well 
educated  and  practiced  law  to  some  extent.  He 
was  also  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  on  a  farm 
which  lie  owned  in  the  town  of  Alexander,  where 
his  death  occuncd  in  November,  1826. 

The  maiden  name  of  our  subject's  mother  was 
Clarissa  Goodwill.  She  was  born  in  Tolland 
County,  Conn,,  and  was  first  married  to  William 
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C,  Tisdale,  by  whom  she  became  the  mother  of 
seven  children.  By  her  union  with  Mr.  DeMunn 
four  children  were  born.  She  continued  to  reside 
on  the  farm  in  Alexander  until  1860,  when  she 
sold  out  and,  moving  one  mile  west,  lived  there 
until  1865,  which  was  the  da-t-s  of  her  advent  into 
Boone  County,  where  her  decease  Occurred. 

Horatio  C.  DeMunn  received  Ws  early  education 
in  the  district  schools  of  his  native  town,  which 
was  later  advanced  by  attendance  at  the  Genesee 
and  Wyoming  Seminary.  When  twenty  years  of 
age,  he  began  teaching  school,  and  was  so  employed 
until  1816,  in  Genesee  County.  Our  subject  then 
came  to  Boone  County,  settling  in  the  town  of  Le 
Roy,  and,  in  addition  to  cultivating  the  soil,  was 
employed  as  a ,  teacher  until  1857,  That  year 
he  received  the  appointment  of  Deputy  Circuit 
Clerk,  which  office  ho  held  until  1864,  when  he  was 
elected  Circuit  Clerk,  being  elected  to  that  posi¬ 
tion  for  three  full  terms  Of  four  years  each.  Since 
that  time  he  has  served  either  as  Deputy  or  Assist 
ant  Clerk. 

Miss  Abigail  Stackpole,  who  was  born  in  the 
town  of  Camden,  Me,,  November  24,  1830,  became 
the  wife  of  our  subject  in  1849.  Her  father,  James 
Stackpolc,  was  born  in  Belfast,  Me.,  and  was  a  son 
Of  Aaron  and  Hannah  (Young)  Stackpole,  natives, 
also,  of  the  Bine  Tree  State,  where  they  spent  their 
entire  lives.  The  parents  of  Mrs.  DeMunn  were 
reared  and  married  in  Maine,  and  in  1838  went  to 
Wisconsin,  traveling  via  Boston  and  Philadelphia 
to  Pittsburg,  thence  by  way  of  the  Ohio,  Missis¬ 
sippi  and  Illinois  Rivers  to  Peru,  this  State,  where 
they  engaged  a  team  and  went  overland  to  the 
Badger  State,  locating  at  Beloit.  There  the  father 
was  engaged  as  a  produce  and  provision  merchant. 
At  that  early  day  the  land  in  Wisconsin  and 
Northern  Illinois  was  very  sparsely  settled  and 
the  greater  portion  of  it  was  owned  by  the  Gov¬ 
ernment.  Mr.  Stackpole  often  teamed  from  Beloit 
to  the  pineries,  where  he  sold  liia  provisions.  In 
1844,  he  purchased  land  in  Manchester,  Boone 
County,  whore  he  made  his  home  and  operated  a 
farm  until  about  1852,  when  lie  went  West  to 
Garnaville,  Clayton  County,  Iowa,  and  for  about, 
four  years  he  carried  on  a  thriving  business  in 
grain.  From  that  place  he  went  to  Prairie  du 
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Chien  and  became  the  possessor  of  one  of  the 
islands  in  the  river  in  front  of  that  city,  from 
which  he  supplied  the  shippers  of  cattle  with  hay 
and  grain,  Ilis  death  occurred  in  that  place  in 
1886. 

The  maiden  name  of  the  mother  of  Mrs.  DoMunn 
was  Eliza  Dunton.  She  was  born  in  Waldo,  Mo., 
and  was  the  daughter  of  Isaac  and  Abigail  Dunton. 
Her  death  occurred  in  Beloit,  in  1840.  The  four 
children  born  to  our  subject  and  his  wife  are  George; 
Ella,  Mrs.  George  Vickers;  Kittic,  the  wifo  of  L. 
C.  Palmer;  and  Gertrude.  Our  subject  has  cast 
a  Republican  vote  since  the  formation  of  the  party, 
and  has  aided  in  many  ways  in  the  upbuilding  of 
his  community. 


'IrVV  UFUS  W.  GRAVES,  who  owns  two  lum¬ 
my1  dred  and  forty  acres  Of  land  on  section  11, 
Roscoe  Township,  Winnebago  County,  was 
born  in  Norwich,  Chenango  County,  N.  Y., 
in  the  region  which  he  thinks  the  most  desolate  in 
this  fair  land.  Ilis  grandfather,  Israel  Graves,  a 
native  of  Connecticut,  was  one  of  the  pioneer  set¬ 
tlers  of  Norwich.  He  married  Lydia  Wells  and 
they  reared  four  sons  and  three  daughters.  One  Of 
the  latter  is  still  living.  Mr.  Graves  died  in  Rock 
County,  Wis.,  at  an  advanced  age,  and  his  wife 
passed  away  in  Ohio. 

Obed  Graves,  father  of  our  subject,  was  the  third 
child  in  that  family  and  was  born  in  Cortland 
County,  N.  Y.,  in  1797.  He  was  reared  ns  a 
laborer  and  for  some  years  followed  teaming. 
When  a  young  man,  he  married  AUic  Monroe,  who 
at  a  very  early  age  was  left  an  orphan  in  Cortland 
County.  They  came  West  from  Chenango  County 
in  September,  1847,  settling  in  Roscoe  Township, 
Their  eight  sons  and  one  daughter  were  all  born 
in  Chenango  County.  One  son  died  in  infancy 
hut  the  others  grew  to  mature  years.  Mr.  Graves 
engaged  in  farming  on  rented  land  for  some  time 
and  spent  the  last  ten  years  of  his  life  with  his  Son 
at  his  present  home.  Ilis  death  occurred  in  De¬ 
cember,  1889,  at  the  age  of  ninety-three.  lie  re¬ 
mained  physically  strong  up  to  the  last,  but  two 
years  before  his  death  his  mind  gave  way.  Ilis 


wife  died  in  March,  1887,  at  the  age  of  eighty-four 
years.  Four  children  of  the  family  are  yet  living; 
Pony  0.,  a  farmer  of  Wisconsin;  Rufus  W.;  Cnl- 
ferna,  widow  of  Spencer  Brown  and  a  resident  of 
Minnesota;  and  George,  with  makes  his  home  in 
Beloit,  Wis. 

Our  subject  was  reared  in  his  native  State,  and 
in  1846  came  to  Illinois  by  way  of  the  Erie  Canal 
and  the  Great  Lakes.  He  had  embarked  for  Racine, 
but  a  heavy  gale  was  encountered  and  the  passen¬ 
gers  were  landed  at  Chicago.  Mr.  Graves  was  mar¬ 
ried  on  the  25th  of  February  of  that  year  to  Julia 
A.  Thornton,  of  Norwich, N.  Y,,  daughter  of  Smith 
D.  and  Asha  (Bolton)  Thornton,  who  were  among 
the  early  settlers  of  Roscoe  Township.  The  young 
couple  Oh  reaching  their  destination  hud  only 
money  enough  to  buy  a  $14  cow  and  a  (ifteeh-cent 
skimmer.  They  commenced  keeping  house  in  a  log 
cabin  with  his  oldest  brother,  who  had  come  to  the 
county  in  1845.  For  ten  years  Mr.  Graves  rented 
land  and  then  worked  on  the  railroad  for  two 
years.  His  first  purchase  of  land  consisted  of 
twelve  and  one-half  acres,  and  he  also  bought  a 
third  interest  in  a  house.  He  next  purchased  fifty- 
five  acres,  the.  old  Thornton  homestead,  which  his 
father-in-law  had  entered  from  the  Government. 
He  then  bought  his  present  home,  which  yet  con¬ 
tains  two  hundred  and  forty  acres,  although  he 
lias  given  fifty-five  acres  to  his  eldest  son,  fifty 
acres  to  his  daughter,  and  has  sold  forty  acres. 

Mrs.  Graves  was  called  to  her  final  rest  in  Sep¬ 
tember,  1890,  at  the  ago  of  sixty-two  years,  leav¬ 
ing  two  sons  and  a  daughter!  Orlando,  a  resident 
of  Beloit,  Wis.;  Frances,  wife  of  George  Much- 
more,  who  resides  on  an  adjoining  farm;  and  Jay, 
who  operates  tho  homo  farm.  Jay  married  Laura 
Frank,  a  native  of  New'  York,  horn  of  German 
parentage. 

Mr.  Graves  is  now  serving  as  Road  Commis¬ 
sioner,  which  position  he  has  held  for  thirty  years, 
and  for  twelve  years  ho  has  been  Justice  of  the 
Peace.  This  statement  is  the  highest  testimonial 
which  could  be  given  of  his  efficient  and  faithful 
service.  In  polities,  ho  was  a  Democrat  until  ap¬ 
pointed  to  solicit  subscriptions  for  bounty  money 
to  send  men  to  the'front  during  the  late  war.  He 
found  that  tho  Republicans  subscribed  willingly, 
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While  nearly  every  Democrat  refused,  or  gave 
grudgingly,  and  since  that  experience,  Mr.  Graves 
has  been  a  stalwart  Republican.  His  life  has  been 
well  and  worthily  spent  and  he  is  now  enjoying  a 
well-earned  rest.  He  has  the  confidence  of  all 
with  whom  he  has  been  brought  in  contact,  and  is 
hold  in  high  regard  by  Iris  many  friends. 


Jr^llILKTCLS  S.  DOOLITTLE,  one  of  the 
I  jj)  prominent  and  honored  pioneers,  in  fact, 
^*10  settler  of  Harlem  Township, 

£  Winnebago  County,  now  residing  on  sec¬ 
tion  19,  was  born  in  Boston,  Erie  County,  N.  Y., 
August  6, 1811.  His  father,  Calvin  Doolittle,  was 
born  in  the  Green  Mountain  State  and  was  a  son 
of  Anns!  Doolittle,  also  a  native  of  Vermont,  His 
mother,  Susanah  Cary,  was  born  in  Westfield, 
Mass.,  and  was  married  October  12,  1801.  Her 
parents  wore  Richard  and  Marsina  (Ford)  Cary. 
The  father  was  a  Revolutionary  soldier  who  served 
under  Gen.  Washington.  Amzi  Doolittle,  on  re¬ 
moving  to  New  York,  settled  in  the  town  of 
Nelson,  Madison  County,  and  in  the  midst  of  the 
forest  hewed  out  a  farm,  upon  which  ho  made  his 
home  until  the  year  1820,  when  he  started  West¬ 
ward,  journeying  with  a  team  to  Morgan  County, 
111.  He  bought  Government  laud  and  then  started 
to  return  to  the  East  for  his  family,  but  was  taken 
sick  before  reaching  home  and  died  in  Indiana. 
His  wife,  who  bore  the  name  of  Mary  llazelton, 
died  in  Austin,  Erie  County,  N.  Y. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  reared  to  man¬ 
hood  in  the  Empire  State  and  settled  in  the  town 
of  Boston,  Erie  County.  Subsequently,  he  became 
a  resident  of  Pennsylvania,  where  ho  made  his 
homo  until  1828,  when  he  went  to  Cattaraugus 
County,  N.  Y.,  where  he  resided  about  twelve 
years;  he  then  came  to  Michigan,  where  ho  re¬ 
sided  for  two  years,  and  from  there  to  Illi¬ 
nois,  locating  in  wluxt  is  now  Harlem  Township, 
Winnebago  Conn  ly.  U e  made  a  clai  m ,  purchasing 
the  land  of  the  Government  at  the  land  sale 
Galena,  when  it  came  into  market.  Some  time 
later  he  removed  to  Guilford  Township,  where  he 
purchased  a  farm,  on  which  he  made  his  homo  un¬ 
til  called  to  his  final  rest. 


Our  subject  spent  the  first  nine  years  of  liis  life 
in  the  State  of  his  nativity  and  then  accompanied 
his  parents  to  Mercer  County,  Pa.  After  three 
years,  they  became  residents  of  Little  Valley,  Cat¬ 
taraugus  County,  N.  Y.,  where  they  lived  until 
1885,  which  year  witnessed  their  removal  to  Mich¬ 
igan.  Mr.  Doolittle  remained  there  two  years,  and 
in  1887  came  to  Illinois.  He  made  the  entire  dis¬ 
tance  with  teams  and  after  six  weeks  of  travel 
reached  his  destination,  In  March,  1837,  he  lo¬ 
cated  on  the  land  which  lie  now  owns  and  occu¬ 
pies.  lie  entered  it  from  the  Government  and 
every  improvement  on  the  place  is  a  monument  to 
his  thrift  and  enterprise,  for  when  he  came  into 
the  possession  of  his  farm  not  even  a  furrow  had 
been  turned  upon  it. 

On  September  14,  1834,  Mr.  Doolittle  wedded 
Sally  A.  Knox,  a  native  of  Augusta,  Niagara 
County,  N.  Y.,  and  a  daughter  of  Elijah  Knox. 
She  was  killed  by  lightning  in  1854,  leaving  three 
sons  living:  Russell  C.,  Alonzo  P.,  and.  Myron  H. 
Edwin  II.  is  deceased.  Russell  C,,  Alonzo  P.,  and 
Edwin  II.  served  in  the  Union  Army.  On  May  6, 
1857,  our  subject  was  again  married,  his  second 
union  being  with  Mrs,  Paulina  Arnold,  who  was 
born  in  Essex  County,  Canada,  and  is  a  daughter 
of  Edward  and  Aim  (Abbott)  Reynolds,  Her  fa¬ 
ther  was  born  in  Mercer  County.  , Pa,,  and  was  quite 
young  when  his  parents,  George  and  Jane  (Morton) 
Reynolds,  removed  to  what  is  now  Michigan,  and 
thence  to  Essex  County,  Canada,  where  they  were 
among  the  early  settlers.  After  his  marriage,  he 
went  with  bis  wife  to  Ohio,  and  purchased  a  farm 
in  Cuyahoga  County,  upon  which  he  made  his 
home  until  his  death.  In  Canada,  Paulina  Rey¬ 
nolds  became  the  wife  of  David  Arnold,  wlio  was 
born  in  that  country  and  there  spent  his  entire  life, 
passing  away  in  1841.  Three  children  were  born  of 
that  union:  Solon  F.;  Ann  J.,  who  is  now  the  wife 
of  Russell  Doolittle,  and  William  W.  ‘ 

Mr.  Doolittle  of  this  sketch  bore  all  (lie  usual 
experiences  and  hardships  of  pioneer  life.  He  came 
to  this  country  at  a  very  early  day,  when  Chicago 
was  one  of  the  nearest  markets.  The  settlements 
were  few  and  far  between  and  deer  and  other  wild 
game  roamed  over  the  prairies  at  will.  He  bore 
his  share  in  the  development  and  upbuilding  of 
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the  county  and  with  the  history  of  Harlem  Town¬ 
ship  his  name  is  inseparably  connected.  No  other 
man  residing  within  its  borders  has  so  long  thoro 
made  his  home  as  Mr.  Doolittle,  and  this  work 
would  bo  incomplete  without  his  sketch.  Our  sub¬ 
ject  has  held  several  offices,  among  which  was 
that  of  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  twenty-seven  years, 
and  Supervisor  two  terms,  and  Clerk  and  Treas¬ 
urer  of  the  Free-will  Baptist  Quarterly  Meetings 
for  thirty-five  years. 


UGUSTUS  W.  ROBINSON,  one  of  the  early 
(flH  settlers  of  Flora  Township,  Boone  County, 

n  was  born  in  the  town  of  Atkinson,  Pisca- 
(fgjl  taquis  County,  Me.,  October  7, 188 1,  where 
also  his  father,  Elijah,  and  grandfather,  Capt. 
James  Robinson,  were  born.  The  great-grandfa¬ 
ther  of  our  subject  hailed  from  Scotland,  and, 
coming  to  America  during  Colonial  times,  located 
in  that  part  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay  Colony  now 
included  in  the  State  of  Maine.  He  was  a  seafar¬ 
ing  man  and  commanded  a  vessel. 

Capt.  James  Robinson  was  Commodore  of  a  ves¬ 
sel,  and  during  the  War  of  1812  was  captured  by 
the  British  but  soon  retaken  by  the  French.  He 
then  returned  to  Portland,  and,  fitting  up  a  priva¬ 
teer,  commanded  the  vessel  until  the  close  of  the 
war.  In  1844,  he  came  to  Illinois  and  purchased 
land  in  this  county  in  company  with  his  son-in- 
law,  Augustus  Harron.  This  was  in  Flora  Town¬ 
ship,  where  he  was  residing  at  the  time  of  his 
decease.  The  lady  to  whom  he  was  married  bore 
the  name  of  Sarah  Mitchell;  she  was  also  a  native 
of  Maine  and  died  in  this  township. 

Elijah  Robinson  followed  the  sea  until  thirty- 
five  years  of  age,  and  in  the  year  1842  came  with 
his  wife  and  six  children  to  Illinois  with  teams, 
and,  after  about  eight  weeks’  travel,  located  in 
Flora  Township.  The  family  moved  into  a  vacant 
log  house,  the  roof  of  which  was  covered  with 
shakes  held  in  place  with  weight  poles.  Mr.  Rob¬ 
inson  entered  a  tract  of  Government  land,  and 
while  the  family  were  living  in  the  log  house,  he 
cut  logs  from  his  place  which  he  drew  to  the  mill 


at  Nowburg,  had  them  sawed  and  erected  a  frame 
house.  Ho  improved  the  greater  portion  of  his 
land,  upon  which  ho  resided  for  several  years,  then 
selling  out,  removed  to  Hamilton  County,  Mo., 
where  he  spent  the  remainder  of  his  days.  Ilia  wife, 
Miss  Deborah  A.  Cochran,  was  the  daughter  of 
John  Cochran  and  departed  this  life  in  Flora 
Township. 

Augustus  W.  Robinson  came  to  Illinois  with  his 
parents  when  cloven  years  of  ago,  and  has  witnessed 
the  entire  growth  and  development  of  this  section 
of  country.  Ho  attended  the  pioneer  schools  of 
Flora  Township,  the  first  being  taught  in  tho  log 
house  with  home-made  seats.  Ho  resided  with  his 
father  until  eighteen  years  of  age,  then  went  to 
the  pineries  of  Wisconsin  and  was  employed  in 
chopping  until  the  following  spring.  He  then 
rafted  lumber  down  the  Wisconsin  and  Mississippi 
Rivers  fora  time, and  on  returning  home  aided  his 
father  in  conducting  the  farm.  Returning  to  the 
pineries,  lie  was  thero  employed  for  about  three 
years,  and  bofore  reaching  his  majority  had  saved 
money  enough  to  pay  for  sixty  acres  of  land, 
which  were  located  on  sections  27  and  84,  Ho  did 
not  locate  on  the  property,  howover,  and  a  few 
months  afterward  traded  for  eighty  acres  on  sec¬ 
tion  22,  whore  he  made  his  home  for  ten  years. 
This  he  sold,  and  now  owns  two  farms  in  Flora 
Township,  on  the  southwest  quarter  of  section  M, 
where  lie  is  successfully  engaged  in  mixed  farming. 
Mr.  Robinson  is  now  living  retired  in  a  pleasant 
home  in  Bclviderc. 

Miss  Mary,  the  daughter  of  David  Russell,  was 
united  in  marriage  with  our  subject  in  1852.  She 
was  born  in  Vermont,  while  her  father  was  a  native 
of  Massachusetts.  Mr.  Russell  removed  to  the 
Green  Mountain  State  in  early  life,  where  lie  re¬ 
sided  until  188 A  then  came  overland  with  teams  to 
this  State,  being  one  of  the  first  settlers  in  what  is 
now  Franklin  Township,  Do  Kalb  County.  He 
made  a  claim  to  a  tract  of  Government  land  when 
it  came  into  market,  on  which  he  erected  a  log 
house  where  he  lived  for  two  years,  at  the  end  of 
that  time  taking  up"  his  abode  in  this  township, 
where  his  death  occurred.  The  maiden  name  of 
his  wife  was  Lydia  Woodward;  she  was  born  in 
Vermont  and  died  on  the  home  farm  in  this  comity. 
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To  Mv.  and  Mrs.  Robinson  have  boon  born  two  | 
children:  Freddie,  who  died  at  the  age  of  twenty 
months,  and  Annie,  whoso  death  occurred  when 
seventeen  months  old.  They  have  an  adopted 
daughter,  Maggie,  now  Mrs.  Frank  Webber,  Jr. 
Our  subject*  is  a  Republican  in  politics,  and  for  four 
years  served  on  the  County  Board  of  Supervisors. 


ft?  GRACE  BROWN.  Like  all  other  cities  Of 
nS  noto’  Rockford  has  been  built  up  by  a  class 
of  energetic  men,  among  whom  may  be 
l|||j)  pvoporly  mentioned  Mr.  Brown,  ■whose  por¬ 
trait  and  biographical  sketch  are  here  presented, 
lie  is  one  of  the  charter  members  and  Vice-presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Rockford  National  Bank,  which  impor¬ 
tant  position  ho  has  held  since  its  organization  in 
1871.  He  has  also  been  a  charter  member  of  the 
Forest  City  Insurance  Company  and  has  served  as 
a  member  of  its  Board  of  Directors,  and  as  Treasurer 
and  Vice-presiden  t  of  the  company.  He  was  elected 
President  of  the  Skandia  Furniture  Company 
at  the  time  Of  its  organization. 

Born  in  Springfield,  Windsor  County,  Vt.,  Juno  J 
24,  1824,  our  subject’  is  the  grandson  of  Elisha 
Brown,  who  was,  from  the  best  information  at 
hand,  a  native  of  Winehendon,Mass.,  and  of  Eng¬ 
lish  ancestry.  The  latter-named  gentleman  was 
a  patriot  of  the  Revolutionary  War,  participating 
in  the  battle  of  Bunker  Hill.  He  emigrated  to  the 
town  of  Springfield  in  1788,  whore  he  was  among 
the  very  early  settlers.  He  purchased  a  tract  of 
land  on  the  cast  side  of  the  village,  which  ho 
cleared,  and  sold  with  the  intention  of  going  to 
Western  New  York,  but,  being  prevailed  on  by  his 
wife  and  friends  to  remain,  lie  bougl.it  another 
tract  of  timber  land  on  the  west  side  of  the  village. 
This  he  improved  and  put  under  excellent  cultiva¬ 
tion  and  continued  to  reside  upon  ituntil  his  death, 
September  1ft,  1827,  when  in  his  seventy-ninth 
year. 

The  maiden  name,  of  the  grandmother  of  our 
subject  was  Merril  Bates;  she  was  born  in  Cohnssot, 
Mass.,  in  1754,  and  was  also  of  English  ancestry. 
Her  father  was  killed  in  the  battle  of  Bunker  Hill. 
Mrs,  Merril  Brown  departed  this  life  in  Springfield, 


Vt.,  August  22,  1851,  after  having  attained  the  ad¬ 
vanced  age  of  ninety-seven  years. 

Jonathan  Brown,  the  father  of  him  of  whom  we 
write,  was  a  native  of  Springfield,  "Vt.,  where  his 
birth  occurred,  October  5,  179G.  His  father  oper¬ 
ated  a  tannery  and  shoe  factory  ;n  connection 
with  his  farming  interests,  and  the  father  of  our 
subject  learned  the  trade  of  ft  shoemaker  under 
him.  After  attaining  his  majority,  he  was  in  the 
employ  of  his  father  for  five  years,  at  the  expira¬ 
tion  of  which  time  he  located  on  land  given  him 
by  the  latter  and  which  was  located  one  and  one- 
half  miles  northwest  of  Springfield,  He  continued 
to  make  his  home  on  that  estate  for  a  number  of 
years,  and  later  moving  into  the  village,  lived 
retired  until  his  decease,  August  8,  1878. 

Hannah  Stocker  was  the  maiden  name  of  our 
subject’s  mother;  she  was  born  in  Springfield,  Vt., 
November  1,  1801,  and  was  the  daughter  of  Elijah 
Stocker,  a  native  of  the  Bay  State,  and  of  English 
ancestry.  Mr.  Stocker  was  a  soldier  in  the  Revo¬ 
lutionary  War,  and,  like  many  of  the  ancestors  of 
Our  subject,  participated  in  the  famous  battle  of 
Bunker  Hill.  He  was  among  the  early  settlers  of 
Springfield,  where  he  departed  this  life  in  1807. 
He  had  married  Sailie  Scholey,  who  was  born  in 
Lynn,  Mass.,  of  Scotch  ancestry.  Hannah  Stoekes, 
on  the  death  of  her  husband,  was  married  to  a  Mr. 
Towne,and  spent  licr  last  days  in  Windsor  County, 
Vt.  The  children  of  whom  she  became  the  mother 
bore  the  respective  names  of  Emily  Lois,  Horace, 
Henry  (see  sketch),  Augusta,  Ilomer,  and  Abbie. 
The  eldest  child  was  bom  May  1,  1823,  and  died 
December  17,  1824. 

Horace  Brown  was  reared  and  educated  in  his 
native  county,  and  assisted  his  father  in  operating 
the  home  farm  until  reaching  his  twentieth  year. 
He,  then  engaged  to  work  one  summer  for  William 
Thayer,  whose  daughter  he  afterward  married,.  In 
1845,  he  went  to  Lausingburgh,N.  Y.,  whore  he  was 
engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  oilcloth,  continu¬ 
ing  to  be  thus  employed  until  1850,  when  he  came 
to  Illinois  to  look  over  the  country,  with  a  view 
to  securing  a  location  for  his  future  home.  He 
came  by  the  way  of  the  railroad  to  Buffalo,  where 
ho  embarked  on  the  steamer  ‘‘Niagara,  Capt. 
Tease  commanding,  to  Chicago,  which  was  then  a 
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city  of  about  thirty  thousand  population.  From 
there  he  went  to  Elgin,  at  that  time  the  Western 
terminus  of  the  railroad,  and  thence  by  stage  to 
Rockford,  a  village  of  eighteen  hundred,  lie 
immediately  secured  two  hundred  acres  of  land  in 
what  is  now  New  Milford  Township,  paying  for 
the  same  $10  an  acre.  One  hundred  acres  of  this 
tract  was  under  cultivation,  and  he  spent  the  first 
winter  on  the  farm. .  He  then  returned  to  Vermont 
and  was  married,  in  September,  1850,  to  Mary  A. 
Thayer.  He  at  once  started  with  his  bride  for 
Rockford,  coming  hither  via  the  same  route  as 
when  making  the  trip  alono,  some  time  previously. 

It  was  the  intention  of  Mr.  Brown  to  make,  his 
permanent  home  upon  the  above-named  farm,  but 
as  wheat  at  that  time  sold  for  forty-five  or  fifty  cents 
a  bushel,  and  as  there  was  no  market  whatever  for 
corn,  except  as  feed,  he  spent  the  winter  in  Rock¬ 
ford.  He  returned  to  Lansingburglj,  N.  Y.,  and  re¬ 
sumed  work  in  the  oil-cloth  factory,  where  ho  was 
employed  until  the  fall  of  1852,  when  he  again 
came  to  Rockford  and  traded  his  farm  for  West 
Side  city  property,  opening  up  in  the  livery 
business  in  partnership  with  G.  W.  Reynolds.  Mr. 
Brown  was  thus  successfully  engaged  for  two 
years,  when  he  disposed  of  his  interest  in  the  busi¬ 
ness  and  returned  to  his  native  town.  After 
spending  the  winter  in  the  village  of  Springfield, 
lie  purchased  a  farm  near  that  village,  which  he 
sold  at  a  good  profit  a  few  weeks  later.  He  then 
became  owner  of  a  sawmill,  which  was  operated  by 
water-power  on  the  Black  River,  and  at  the  same 
time  purchased  a  pleasant  home  in  the  village. 
Later,  he  bought  sixty  acres  of  his  Grandfather 
Brown’s  homestead,  in  addition  to  which,  he  be¬ 
came  the  owner  of  a  like  amount  of  timber  land, 
which  was  located  three  miles  from  the  village. 

In  the  fall  of  1858,  he  disposed  of  his  interests 
in  his  native  State,  and  in  the  spring  of  the  fol¬ 
lowing  year  came  to  Rockford,  where  he  has  been 
a  continuous  resident  since.  When  locating  in 
that  section,  Luke  Joslin,  the  uncle  of  his  wife, 
owned  a  large  tract  of  land,  now  known  as  Park 
Ridge.  He  deeded  forty-four  acres  of  his  prop¬ 
erty  to  our  subject,  which  is  his  present  beau¬ 
tiful  home.  The  Ridge  extends  from  north  to 
south,  with  a  Western  slope,  on  the  top  of  which 


is  located  his  commodious  residence.  This  is  a  farm 
structure  of  a  modern  style  of  architecture  and 
is  finished  and  furnished  in  a  style  which  indicates 
that  its  inmates  arc  people  of  culture  and  means. 
The  dwelling  is  so  located  that  it  commands  a 
magnificent  view  of  the  Rock  River  and  also  the 
city,  the  interests  of  which  ho  has  been  an  active 
factor  in  promoting. 

Mrs,  Horace  Brown  was  born  iu  Springfield,  Yt., 
and  is  the  daughter  of  the  Hon.  William  Thayer, 
whose  birth  occurred  January  17,  1790,  in  Rock¬ 
ingham,  that  State.  His  father,  Gapt.  William 
Thayer,  was  a  native  of  Massachusetts  and  was 
one  of  the  early  settlers  in  the  town  of  Rocking¬ 
ham,  where  he  improved  a  line  farm  and  spent  the 
remainder  of  his  days.  The  maiden  name  of  his 
wife,  the  grandmother  of  Mrs.  Brown,  was  Susan 
Lincoln;  she  was  also  born  in  Massachusetts,  and 
departed  this  life  on  the  home  farm  in  Rocking¬ 
ham.  The  father  of  Mrs.  Brown,  when  a  young 
man,  joined  the  State  militia,  of  which  he  was  com¬ 
missioned  Captain.  After  Ills  marriage,  ho  located 
in  Springfield,  Windsor  County,  and  there  operated 
a  tannery  and  was  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of 
shoes  for  a  number  of  years.  Desiring  to  pass  his 
remaining  years  on  the  old  homestead  in  Rocking¬ 
ham,  he  returned  there  and  died  December  28, 
1858. 

The  maiden  name  of  Mrs,  Brown’s  mother  was 
Sarah  Joslin;  her  birth  occurred  on  the  15th  of 
August,  1794,  in  WincheiKlon.Mass.  Her  father  was 
Peter  Joslin,  whose  birth  occurred  October  12, 
1759,  in  Lancaster,  Mass.  He  was  married,  in  178(5, 
to  Sarah  Kidder,  who  was  also  a  native  of  that 
place,  having  boon  bom  August  80,  1764.  They 
continued  to  reside  in  Winehendon  some  years 
after  their  marriage,  thence  went  to  Walpole, 
N.  II.,  where  they  passed  the  remainder  of  their 
life,  Mrs.  Sarah  Thayer  died  January  5,  1858,  in 
Rockingham,  after  having  become  the  mother  of 
the  following  six  children:  Sarah,  Mary  A.,  Her¬ 
man,  John,  Harriet  and  George. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Horace  Brown  of  tills  sketch  have 
one  son  living,  William  Thayer,  who  married 
Mary  L.  Spalding,  and  lias  two  children:  Horace 
Spalding,  and  Harriot  Irene.  lie  resides  at  Ken¬ 
wood,  Chicago,  and  is  a  man  of  broad  and  com  pro- 
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bensive  business  attainments.  IJe  is  a  member  of 
the  linn  of  A.  G.  Spalding  &  Bros.,  wliolesalewndj’e- 
tail  dealers  in  sporting  goods,  with  their  main 
office  in  New  York  and  branch  establishments  in 
London,  Chicago  and  Philadelphia. 

The  eldest  daughter  of  our  subject,  Alice  C., 
was  born  in  Springfield,  Vt.,  April  28,  1856;  she 
married  Duncan  II,  Ferguson,  and  died  March  23, 
1890,  leaving  o no  son,  Donald  Brown.  Carrie  A., 
the  second  daughter  of  our  subject,  was  bom  July 
27,  1860,  and  passed  to  the  world  beyond  April 
10,  1885.  Our  subject  and  his  estimable  wife  are 
influential  members  of  the  First  Congregational 
Church,  to  the  support  of  which  they  arc  liberal 
contributors. 

In  politics,  Mr.  Brown  has  been  an  ardent  Re¬ 
publican  since  the  organization  of  that  party.  He 
has  been  the  recipient  of  man}'  positions  of  trust 
in  local  affairs,  and  for  nine  years  was  City  Treas¬ 
urer.  Being  of  a  retiring  disposition,  he  has  always 
shrunk  from  notoriety  and  public  notice,  and  al¬ 
though  ho  has  often  been  urged  by  his  friends  to 
allow  the  use  of  his  name  as  a  candidate  for  the 
highest  office  in  the  gift  of  his  fellow-townsmen, 
he  has  invariably  declined.  A  man  of  decided 
ability,  he  is  very  popular  witii  the  people  of  this 
city,  and  is  well  c  ■  W fated  to  aid  in  the  upbuilding 
of  a  new  country,  being  a  citizen  of  sterling  worth 
and  integrity. 

TfOlIN  BEATTIE,  deceased.  The  subject  of 

||  this  sketch  was  a  man  whose  sterling  worth 
of  character  was  recognized  by  all,  and  his 
death,  which  occurred  at  his  residence  in 
Rockford,  on  the  3d  of  December,  1889,  was  deeply 
deplored  by  a  largo  circle  of  friends  and  acquaint¬ 
ances,  as  well  as  by  his  own  immediate  and  sorrow¬ 
ing  household.  For  more  than  fifty  years  he  had 
been  a  resident  of  Rockford,  and  during  his 
whole  life  naught  was  over  said  derogatory  to  his 
character  and  honor.  Kind  and  warm-hearted, 
his  memory  will  live  in  the  hearts  of  the  people 
long  after  his  body  has  moldcred  to  dust.  lie 
had  a  beautiful  homo  in  Rockford,  and  was  sur¬ 
rounded  by  all  that  made  life  enjoyable — domes¬ 


tic  happiness  and  prosperity,  a  clean  conscience 
and  abundant  means.  To  his  praise,  it  may  be 
said  that  his  accumulations  were  made  without 
loss  or  injustice  to  others,  and  that  he  was  strictly 
upright  and  honorable  in  all  his  dealings. 

Mr.  Beattie  was  born  in  the  North  of  Ireland, 
on  the  21st  of  June,  1811,  and  was  of  Scotch  par¬ 
entage.  In  183-1,  he  left  tlm  iancj  0f  his  birth  for 
America,  and,  like  so  many  other  successful  citi¬ 
zens,  his  only  patrimony  was  his  vigor  of  bod}" 
and  mind.  I-Ic  landed  in  the  city  of  New  York 
and  followed  carpentering  until  the  year  1837, 
when,  in  company  with  the  late  William  Peters, 
he  moved  to  Rockford,  where  he  became  identi¬ 
fied  with  the  push  and  bustle  of  that  frontier 
town.  Success  followed  liis  efforts,  and  lie  soon 
became  the  owner  of  a  block  of  land  in  the  prin¬ 
cipal  part  of  the  city,  and  this  has  been  the  home 
of  the  family  for  many  years.  He  owned  several 
business  houses  on  West  State  Street,  also  other 
valuable  property,  and  was  one  of  the  city’s  most 
prosperous  and  thorough-going  men.  In  politics, 
he  was  a  Republican. 

Previous  to  coming  to  Rockford,  Mr.  Beattie 
went  to  Canada,  and  was  married  in  Niagara  to 
Miss  Mary  A.  Davidson,  who  was  then  residing 
with  her  brother  at  that  place.  Miss  Davidson, 
like  Mr.  Beattie,  was  Of  Scotch  parentage,  born  in 
the  North  of  Ireland,  February  2,  1815,  and  both 
were  reared  in  the  same  neighborhood.  She  came 
[  with  her  husband  to  Rockford  in  1838,  and  during 
all  the  subsequent  years  stood  side  by  side  with 
him  in  the  journey  of  life.  She  survived  him  a 
little  over  two  years  and  died  at  her  home  in  this 
city.. on  the  7th  of  December,  1891.  She  was 
reared  in  the  faith  of  the  Episcopal  Church  and 
was  a  most  excellent  woman.  Mr.  Beattie’s  par¬ 
ents  were  natives  of  Scotland,  and  were  represent¬ 
ative  citizens  of  their  community.  Both  wore 
members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  their 
son,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  also  held  member¬ 
ship  in  the  same.  The  latter  was  the  only  one  of 
the  family  to  come  to  the  States. 

Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Beattie  were  born  seven 
children,  but  four  of  whom  survive:  Edward  AY,, 
a  real-estate  dealer,  resides  in  Helena,  Mont.,  is 
quite  an  active  and  extensive  business  man,  and 
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is  largely  interested  in  mines.  He  married  Miss 
Caroline  0.  Berry,  who  is  now  deceased.  Mary  I. 
and  Anna  reside  at  the  old  home  and  arc  cul¬ 
tured  and  intelligent  ladies;  George  D.  is  a 
partner  with  his  brother  in  business  at  Helena, 
and  is  engaged  in  extensive  business  operations. 
The  children  deceased  are  Alexander  H.,  who  had 
been  admitted  to  the  Bar,  and  had  a  successful 
professional  career  opening  before  him,  but  he  on- 
listed  in  the  Seventy-fourth  Illinois  Regiment, 
and  the  wounds  he  received  during  service  wore 
in  the  end  the  cause  of  his  death,  December  20, 
1884.  He  was  a  prosperous  business  man  of 
Helena,  Mont.  John  II.  died  February  26,  1868, 
when  about  twenty-one  years  of  age,  and  Anna 
died  when  young.  The  surviving  members  of  the 
family  in  Rockford  attend  the  Second  Congrega¬ 
tional  Church. 


JOHN  W.  BEATSON,  County  Treasurer  of 
Winnebago  County,  was  elected  to  that 
office  in  November,  1890,  which  position  he 
_ I  fills  to  the  general  satisfaction  of  the  com¬ 
munity.  In  politics,  he  is  a,  decided  Republican 
and  is  recognized  as  a  great  worker  in  the  ranks. 
Being  a  Grand  Army  man,  lie  is  a  member  of 
Nevius  Post  No.  1,  and  Winnebago  Lodge  No.  31, 
L  0.  0.  F.,  in  which  order  he  has  many  friends  by 
whom  lie  is  highly  regarded.  He  is  also  connected 
with  Eastern  Star  Lodge  No.  166,  A.  F.  &  A.  M., 
Winnebago  Chapter  No.  24,  R.  A.  M.,  Crusader 
Commandery  No.  17,  K.  T.,  and  Rockford  Camp 
No.  51,  M.  W.  A. 


section.  He  bought  eighty  acres  of  Government 
land  in  what  is  now  Burritt  Township,  whore  he  at 
once  erected  a  house  of  slabs  and  resided  with  his 
family  for  a  number  of  years.  Later  coming  to 
Rockford,  ho  lived  retired  until  his  decease,  Juno 
6,1882.  His  wife  at  the  time  of  their  marriage 
was  known  as  Elizabeth  Wilson,  a  native  of  Scot¬ 
land;  she  now  resides  in  Rockford,  in  the  seventy" 
eighth  year  of  her  age. 

The  original  Of  this  sketch  was  the  second  in 
order  of  birth  of  the  parental  family  of  seven  chil¬ 
dren,  his  brothers  and  sisters  being  George  A., 
Janet,  Agnes,  David,  Caroline  and  Julia,  lie 
was  three  years  of  age  when  brought  to  the  New 
World  and  thus  has  no  recollection  of  his  native 
land.  In  1859,  Mr.  Reatson  went  to  Colorado  in 
company  with  five  other  gentlemen,  they  traveling 
with  teams  to  Quincy,  where  they  embarked  on  a 
steamboat  to  Hannibal,  then  by  way  of  railroad  to 
St.  Joseph,  Mo.,  where  they  secured  teams  and 
journeyed  across  the  plains.  At  that  time  Denver 
was  a  city  of  wigwams,  containing  but  one  white 
man,  who  kept  store  in  a  log  building.  Our  sub¬ 
ject,  going  to  Gregory  Diggings,  engaged  in  quart  z 
mining,  remaining  there  for  a  twelvemonth,  when 
he  returned  and  resumed  farming  on  the  old  home 
farm.  April  18,  1881,  however,  at  the  first  call  for 
troops,  Mr.  Beatson  enlisted  in  Company  D, 
Eleventh  Illinois  Infantry  for  three  months,  lie 
was  mustered  in  at  Springfield,  whence  he  went  to 
Bird’s  Point,  where  he  remained  unttll  the  expira¬ 
tion  of  his  term  of  service,  and  receiving  his  dis¬ 
charge  in  August,  returned  home,,  and  resumed 
farming  until  the  following  year,  when  he  again 
became  a  member  of  Company  D,  Seventy-fourth 


Mr.  Beatson  was  bom  in  Kinross-shire,  Scotland,  I  llinois  Infantry.  Going  South  with  his  regiment, 

April  20,  1840,  being  the  son  of  William  Beatson,  our  subject  participated  in  all  the  marches  nmlbal- 

also  a  native  of  that  place,  as  was  his  grandfather.  ties  in  which  it  was  engaged  until  tho  close  of  the 

The  father  of  our  subject  learned  the  trade  of  a  war.  Among  the  more  important  battles  in  which 

stonemason,  which  he  followed  in  his  native  land  he  fought  we  make  mention  Of  Stone  River,  ('bat¬ 

on  Li  1  1843.  when,  with  his  wife  and  three  children,  j  tanooga,  Missionary  Ridge,  and  the  Atlanta  Gum¬ 
bo  set  sail  from  Edinboro  and  landed  at  New  paign,  and  he  was  later  with  the  command  of 

York,  after  a  voyage  of  seven  weeks.  Going  to  the  Thomas  in  tho  pursuit  of  Hood's  army,  and  thus 
town  of  Florida,  Montgomery  County,  N.  Y.,  Mr.  occurred  the  battles  of  Franklin  and  Nashville. 

Beatson  lived  there  for  six  years,  when  he  came  to  Being  wounded  at  Mission  Rldgetwice,  our  subject. 

Winnebago  County  by  the  way  of  the  Lakes  to  remained  with  his  regiment  in  preference  to  going 

Milwaukee,  and  thence  overland  with  teams  to  this  to  the  hospital,  lie  was  appointed  First  Sergeant 
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at  the  organization  of  tbo  regiment,  and  in  April, 
1868,  was  promoted  to  be  Second  Lieutenant,  and 
again,  in  April,  1864,  was  honored  with  the  rank 
of  First  lieutenant,  commanding  the  company 
from  November,  1868,  until  iris  discharge  at  Nash¬ 
ville,  Tenn.,  June  10,  1868. 

Returning  again  to  the  peaceful  pursuits  of 
farm  life,  Mr.  Beatson  was  engaged  in  cultivating 
the  soil  until  1869,  when  he  went  to  Winnebago 
Township  and  purchased  a  farm,  upon  which  he  re¬ 
sided  until  1875,  when  he  removed  to  another  por¬ 
tion  of  the  township,  on  a  tract  which  came  into 
his  possession,  and  there  made  his  home  until  1882. 
At  that  date  coming  to  Rockford,  our  subject  has 
since  been  actively  engaged  in  promoting  its  Wel¬ 
fare. 

Jennie  E.  Van  Alstine,  December  14,  1865,  was 
united  in  marriage  with  our  subject.  She  is  a  na¬ 
tive  of  Montgomery  County,  N.  Y.,  and  the  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Jacob  G.  and  Margaret  (Coventry)  Van 
Alstine.  To  them  have  been  born  four  children, 
Rosilla,  Daisy,  Margaret,  and  Hattie,  who  all  reside 
with  their  parents. 

I 

1CHARD  L1GHTFOOT  is  a  typical  repre- 
|w  sentative  of  the  industrious  and  intelligent ' 
iK  English  pioneers  of  Winnebago  County, 
who  have  been  so  useful  in  developing  its 
rich  agricultural  resources.  Coming  here  in  1851, 
he  identified  himself  with  the  farmers  and  stock- 
raisers  of  Rurritt  Township,  and  is  living  retired 
at  the  present  time  on  his  splendid  estate  of  two 
hundred  and  forty-five  acres. 

Born  in  Landsallas  Parish,  County  Cora  wall, 
England,  January  29,  1824,  our  subject  is  a  son  of 
William  Lightfoot,  who,  with  his  father,  Richard, 
was  a  native  of  the  above-named  ahlro.  The  father 
of  our  subject  was  reared  on  a  farm  ae-d  '-pent  his 
entire  life  in  Cornwall.  The  maiden  name  of  his 
wife  was  Mary  llockcn;  she  was  also  a  native  of 
the  above-named  parish  and  county,  and  the 
daughter  of  William  Hoeken.  Mrs.  Lightfoot 
reared  a  family  of  nine  children:  Richard,  Eliza¬ 
beth,  Mary  A.,  Jane  A„  William,  Nathaniel,  Sophia, 
Anna  and  Maria.  Nathaniel  came  to  the  Now 
World,  and  died  in  the  service  of  the  United  States 
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during  the  late  war.  Jane  is  at  the  present  time 
residing  in  California. 

Richard  Lightfoot  commenced  when  very  young 
to  assist  his  grandfather  on  the  home  farm,  resid¬ 
ing  with  him  until  twenty -four  years  of  age,  when 
he  returned  home,  and  in  1851  came  to  America, 
setting  sail  from  Plymouth,  and  landing  in  Quebec 
after  a  tedious  voyage  of  eight  weeks  and  four 
days.  Our  subject  immediately  came  to  Winne¬ 
bago  Coun  ty  by  way  of  the  water  route  to  Hunt- 
ley,  My  Henry  County,  this  State,  and  as  there  were 
no  railroads  in  the  vicinity,  engaged  a  team  to 
convey  him  t6  this  county.  He  commenced  life 
here  by  working  out  by'  the  month  for  four  years, 
and  rented  land  for  four  years,  at  the  end  of  which 
time,  being  industrious  and  economical,  he  was  en¬ 
abled  to  purchase  a  tract  of  eighty  acres  in  Burritt 
Township.  There  were  a  small  frame  house  and 
log  stable  on  the  place,  into  the  former  of  which 
Mr.  Lightfoot  moved  and  commenced  the  work  of 
improving  his  land,  for  which  he  had  paid  820  per 
acre.  At  one  time  he  was  the  proprietor  of  three 
hundred  and  twenty-five  acres,  but,  disposing  of  a 
portion  of  it,  still  owns  two  hundred  and  forty- 
five  acres  ■which  he  has  improved  with  good  build¬ 
ings  and  machinery.  In  1881,  he  built  a  beautiful 
residence  one-quarter  of  a  mile  distant  from  the 
old  home,  in  which  lie  purposes  to  spend  his  declin¬ 
ing  years  in  peace  and  quietness. 

Susannah  (Statham)  Swindall  became  the  wife 
of  our  subject,  October  10,  1859.  She  was  born  in 
the  village  of  Draycott,  Derbyshire,  England, 
June  14,  1825,  and  is  a  daughter  of  William  and 
Anna  (Astell)  Statham.  Her  father  was  born  in 
the  same  village  in  which  her  birth  occurred,  and 
was  the  son  of  Thomas  and  Mary  (Allen)  Statham. 
The  mother  of  Mrs.  Lightfoot  was  born  at  Winn 
Mills,  Derbyshire,  England,  and  was  a  daughter  of 
Charles  and  Elizabeth  (Boxou)  Astell.  Mrs.  Light¬ 
foot  was  married  in  Stockport,  Lancashire,  when 
twenty-one  years  of  age,  to  John  Swindall  a  na¬ 
tive  of  that  county,  with  whom  she  came  to  Amer¬ 
ica  in  1849,  sailing  from  Liverpool,  March  21,  on 
the  vessel  “Washington.”  Arriving  in  Boston,  one 
month  later,  the  young  couple  located  in  Salem, 
Mass.,  where  they  resided  until  1857,  and  then 
came  to  Rockford,  where  the  husband  died  in  1859 
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Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lighlfoot  have  one  son,  Nathaniel, 
who  married  Melissa  Franklin,  and  is  the  father  of 
two  children :  Eva  May  and  Albert  Richard,  By 
her  first  union,  the  wife  of  our  subject  is  the 
mother  of  three  children:  William  J.,  Margaret 
Ann  and  Emma  J.  William  married  Sarah  Sulli¬ 
van,  and  is  the  father  of  two  children,  Guy  and 
Glenn;  Margaret  is  the  wife  of  Henry  Heiestnnd, 
which  union  has  resulted  in  the  birth  of  four  chil¬ 
dren:  Guy,  Orate  May,  Floyd  and  Robbie;  Emma, 
Mrs.  George  Franklin,  has  six  children:  Susie,  Ed¬ 
ith,  Carroll,  Walter,  Bertha  and  Irmy.  Our  sub¬ 
ject  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  and  by  the  members  of  the  con¬ 
gregation,  as  well  as  by  the  citizens  in  general,  they 
are  respected  as  their  good  qualities  deserve. 

The  portrait  of  Mr.  Lightfoot  is  presented  on 
an  accompanying  page. 


EORGE  C.  TALLERDAY,  hi.  D-,  has  been 
engaged  in  the  practice  of  medicine  in 
Beividere  since  1890.  His  life  record  is  as 
follows:  He  was  born  in  Cass  County,  Mich.,  on 
the  2d  of  September,  1851.  His  father,  David  S. 
Tallerday,  was  born  near  Auburn,  N.  Y.,  and  was 
a  son  of  James  Tallerday,  Esq.  The  great-grand¬ 
father  of  our  subject,  James  Tallerday,  Sr.,  was  a 
native  of  France  and  with  La  Fayette  came  to 
America.  Ho  commanded  a  vessel  in  the  interests 
of  the  Colonies  during  the  Revolutionary  War. 
On  one  occasion,  he  wont  ashore  to  get  some  water, 
and  as  he  was  returning  to  his  vessel  in  a  skiff,  was 
shot  by  a  poisoned  arrow  and  died  from  the  effects 
of  the  wound.  Ilis  two  sons  were  taken  ashore 
and  reared  by  a  Dutch  family  in  Now  York.  One 
of  the  brothers  spelled  the  name  Talady. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  reared  and  mar¬ 
ried  in  the  Empire  State  and  went  to  Elkhart 
County,  Ind.,  becoming  one  of  its  early  settlers. 
He  there  secured  a  tract  of  land  and  engaged  in 
farming  until  1854,  when  he  removed  to  Williams 
County,  Ohio,  and  bought  a  farm  in  Bridgewater 
Township.  After  operating  it  for  four  years,  lie 
removed  to  Stryker,  where  he  engaged  in  merch¬ 


andising  until  the  breaking  out  of  the  war.  At 
the  first  call  for  troops,  ho  assisted  in  raising  Com¬ 
pany  E  Of  the  Fourteenth  Ohio  Infantry  and  was 
commissioned  Second  Lieutenant  and  afterward 
promoted  to  the  rank  Of  first  Lieutenant.  The 
troops  were  mustered  in  for  three  months  but 
served  nearly  five.  When  honorably  discharged, 
Mr.  Tallerday  returned  home  and  raised  another 
company,  which  became  Company  C,  of  the  Thirty- 
eighth  Ohio  Regiment.  He  was  mustered  in  as 
Captain.  After  tbs  battle  of  Mill  Spring,  ho  was 
taken  sick  and  sent  to  Louisville,  Ky.,  where  he 
was  placed  in  charge  of  the  transfer  office,  directly 
under  the  orders  of  Secretary  Stanton,  lie  re¬ 
mained  in  charge  at  that  place  until  the  spring  of 
1863,  when  he  was  placed  in  charge  of  the  United 
States  steamer  “Baltic,”  wiish  the  rank  of  Major,  and 
continued  in  the  marine  service  until  after  the 
close  of  the  war,  when  lie  settled  in  Mississippi. 
Ho  purchased  a  plantation  at  Canton,  and  engaged 
in  agricultural  pursuits  until  1867,  when,  on  ac¬ 
count  of  the  hostility  of  the  people  in  that  region, 
ho  returned  to  the  North  and  engaged  in  mercan¬ 
tile  pursuits  in  Chicago,  For  the  past  eight  years, 
he  has  boon  engaged  in  the  real-estate  business  in 
Washington,  1).  C.  His  wife  bore  the  maiden  name 
of  Caroline  Graves.  She  was  born  in  Niagara 
County,  N.  Y.,  and  is  a  daughter  of  Josiali  and 
Eunice  Graves. 

The.  Doctor  began  his  education  in  the  district 
schools  of  Williams  County,  and  afterward  at¬ 
tended  the  village  schools  of  La  Grange,  Ohio,  lie 
was  in  Louisville  at  the  time  Ins  father  was 
stationed  there  and  daily  made  the  rounds  of  the 
hospital.  Though  but  a  boy  at  the  time,  he  deter¬ 
mined  then  that  lie  would  become  a  physician. 
After  the  war,  lie  attended  a  select  school  in  Vicks¬ 
burg  and  later  the  graded  school  of  Kendall ville, 
Ind.,  and  Bryan,  Ohio.  At  the  age  of  thirteen 
years,  he  began  supporting  himself,  and  from  that 
time  forward  not  only  earned  his  own  livelihood 
but  paid  his  own  tuition  through  college.  Until 
seventeen  years  of  age,  ho  traveled  quite  exten¬ 
sively  and  at  the  age  of  eighteen  years  commenced 
tonehing,  which  lie  followed  until  1872.  I  tv -the 
meantime,  he  spent  all  his  leisure  hours  in  study- 
ing  medicine.  From  1872  until  1877,  he  engaged 
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in  merchandising  in  Chicago  and  during  that  time 
kopt  up  his  medical  studies.  In  the  latter  year, 
lie  entered  the  office  of  Prof.  \V.  H.  Davis,  of  Chi¬ 
cago,  and  in  1880  was  graduated  from  the  Bennett 
Medical  College.  In  June  of  that  year,  he  iocated 
at  Poplar  Grove  and  at  once  entered  upon  a  lucra¬ 
tive  practice,  which  ho  continued  until  1890,  when 
he  came  to  Belvidcro. 

On  the  1st  of  January,  1872,  Mr.  Tallerday  and 
Susan  Markley  were  married.  The  lady  was  bora 
in  Fulton  County,  Ohio,  was  a  daughter  of  Andrew 
J.  Markley  stnd  died  June  22,  1888.  On  the  11th 
of  May,  1891,  the  Doctor  wedded  Julia  Markley,  a 
sister  of  his  first  wife.  By  the  former  union  were 
horn  four  children  but  Jesse,  who  was  born  March 
9,1875,  died  April  17,1881.  Myrta,  George  G. 
and  Lottie  are  still  living. 

The  Doctor  is  a  member  of  Belvidcro  Lodge  No. 
60,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.;  Harvard  Commandery,  K,  T.; 
Poplar  Grove  Lodge,  A.  O.  U.  W-;  Boone  Camp 
No.  52,  M.  W,  A.,  and  T.  G.  Lawler  Camp,  S.  V. 
Dr.  Tallerday  lias  secured  a  liberal  patronage,  the 
result  Of  his  skill  and  ability,  and  among  his  pro¬ 
fessional  brethren  ranks  high.  His  career  has  al¬ 
ready  been  a  successful  one  and  undoubtedly  ho 
will  steadily  continue  to  work  his  way  upward. 


W  ENRY  GABLE,  who  has  been  a  resident  of 
If)/  1110  villa$<M)£  Cherry  Valley  since.  March, 
1890,  was  horn  in  .Eric  County,  N.  Y.,  in 
(|g|  1836,  His  father,  who  had  his  birth  in 

Pennsylvania  in  1804,  emigrated  to  the  Empire 
State,  where  he  resided  until  his  death  in  1865, 
when  sixty-one  years  of  age.  His  wife,  Miss  Bet¬ 
sey  Loil),  hailed  from  Lancaster  County,  Pa.,  and 
died  in  1875  in  her  sixty-eighth  year.  The  parents 
of  our  subject  were  manned  in  New  York,  whore 
they  became,  the  parents  of  seven  children,  one  of 
whom,  a  daughter,  Small,  died  when  eighteen  years 
of  ago.  A  brother  of  our  subject,  William  Gable, 
was  a  volunteer  during  the  late  Civil  War,  and  saw 
much  active  service  in  the  Union  army. 

Ho  of  whom  wc  write  was  given  but  limited  ad¬ 
vantages  for  obtaining  an  education,  and  at  the 
time  his  parents  emigrated  to  Cherry  Valley, 
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Winnebago  County,  he  accompanied  them  hither. 
His  father  was  also  a  volunteer  in  the  late  war,  but 
after  serving  ninety  days  was  rejected.  The  elder 
Mr.  Gable  located  eighty  acres  of  Government 
land,  which  was  then  called  The  Island,  where  he 
erected  a  comfortable  house  and  resided  for  a  num¬ 
ber  of  years.  That  property  was  the  last  Govern¬ 
ment  laud  that  was  entered  in  this  township.  He 
later  traded  his  property,  which  was  valued  at  $25 
an  acre,  for  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  land 
in  Fayette  County,  Iowa,  After  a  residence  there 
of  three  years,  in  1859  he  returned  to  Cherry  Val¬ 
ley  Township,  where  he  was  residing  at  the  time 
of  his  decease. 

Ileniy  Gable  and  Miss  Minerva  Wood,  of  Canada 
East,  were  united  in  marriage  in  1860.  The  lady 
was  the  daughter  of  Peter  and  Laura  (Hitchcock) 
Wood.  Her  mother  was  a  .sister  of  Chester  Hitch¬ 
cock,  of  California.  They  farmed  on  rented  land 
after  their  marriage,  and  the  first  property  which 
Mr.  Gable  owned  consisted  of  fifty  acres  which  he 
purchased  in  Belvidcro  Township,  in  1868.  After 
a  residence  there  of  three  years,  our  subject  dis¬ 
posed  of  that  property  and  moved  onto  a  farm  of 
One  hundred  and  ten  acres  which  he  had  purchased 
iu  Fayette  County,  Iowa,  and  after  residing  upon 
it  three  years,  in  1871  returned  to  this  county  and 
farmed  on  the  historic  Black  Hawk  property,  which 
place  was  his  home  until  1879.  Our  subject  then 
became  the  proprietor  of  one  hundred  and  five 
acres  on  section  16,  known  as  the  Frick  Farm,  for 
which  he  paid  $25.50  per  aero,  with  fair  improve¬ 
ments.  This  he  cultivated  in  a  most  profitable 
manner,  until  in  March,  1890,  he  disposed  of  it  at 
$50  an  acre,  and  moved  into  the  village  of  Cherry 
Valley. 

To  our  subject  and  his  estimable  wife  have  been 
born  one  daughter  and  one  son:  Fannie  B.,  who 
was  born  in  September,  1862,  and  Chester  B.,  who 
was  born  in  February,  1867,  The  daughter  is 
now  Mrs.  Alden  Cramer,  a  broom  manufacturer  of 
Cherry  Valley;  they  have  one  son,  Earl  B.,n  bright 
lad  of  seven  years.  Mr.  Gable  has  east  his  vote 
and  influence  in  favor  of  the  candidates  of  the. 
Republican  party. 

The  father  of  Mrs.  Gable  was  one  of  the  pioneers 
of  West  Shofford,  Canada,  and  came  to  the  States 
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and  located  in  this  toVnship  in  1857,  whore  Uo 
died  at  the  advanced  age  of  seventy-one  years. 
TIis  wife,  who  preceded  him  to  the  bettor  land, 
died  in  1862.  They  were  the  parents  Of  four 
daughters,  all  of  whom  are  living  in  different 
States. 


VILLI  AM  L.  GRONEMAN,  now  deceased, 
was  fox  many  years  a  well-known  and 
prominent  citizen  of  Rockford.  He  was 
born  in  Prussia,  in  the  year  1828.  llis  father 
was  a  Lutheran  minister,  who  devoted  his  entire 
life  to  Gospel  work.  Our  subject  was  reared  to 
manhood  in  his  native  land,  his  early  life  passing 
uneventfully,  and  at  length  he  engaged  in  merchan¬ 
dising  on  a  small  scale.  It  was  in  1854  that  he 
carried  out  his  determination  to  come  to  America. 
Bidding  good-bye  to  his  old  home,  he  crossed  the 
Atlantic,  taking  passage  on  a  sailing-vessel  at  Bre¬ 
men.  He  made  his  first  location  in  Rockford,  but 
after  a  short  time  went  to  Dubuque,  Iowa,  where  he 
spent  some  ten  years.  Ho  then  returned  to  this 
city,  where  he  made  l»is  home  until  his  death  in 
1878. 

In  1864,  Mr.  Groneman  led  to  the  marriage  altar 
Miss  Justena  Sander,  who  was  born  on  the  banks  of 
the  Rhine  in  Germany,  June  14, 1838.  Her  parents, 
John  and  Susanna  (Loudenbeimer)  Sander,  spent 
their  entire  lives  in  that  country.  About  eighty 
years  ago,  Peter  Sander,  the  grandfather  of  Mis. 
Groneman,  lived  a  few  years  in  Philadelphia,  and 
then  returned  to  his  native  land.  Her  father  was 
a  cattle-dealer  and  butcher,  and  died  at  the  age  of 
seventy  years,  his  wife  passing  away  the  year 
previous.  They  were  both  members  of  the  Pres¬ 
byterian  Church.  Their  family  numbered  six  chil¬ 
dren,  four  of  whom  are  living  in  this  country:  a 
brother  in  New  York,  a  sister  in  Rockford,  Mrs. 
Groneman,  and  a  brother  Jacob  in  Milwaukee, 
Wis.  It  was  in  1859  that  Mrs.  Groneman  came  to 
the  United  States.  Her  residence  in  Rockford 
dates  since  1863,  and  here  she  has  a  wide  circle  of 
friends  and  acquaintances.  Two  children  were 
born  unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Groneman,  but  William  T. 
died  in  Dubuque,  Iowa,  at  the  age  of  three  months. 


Herman,  the  surviving  son,  resides  at,  homo  with 
his  mother.  lie  is  a  prominent  young  man,  and 
prosperous.  Being  industrious  and  enterprising, 
he  is  meeting  with  excellent  success,  and  is  recog¬ 
nized  as  a  wide-awake  and  enterprising  young  bust 
ness  man.  He  is  an  honored  member  of,  and  takes 
quite  an  active  interest  in,  the  Odd  Fellows’  Soci¬ 
ety. 

After  his  return  to  Rockford  in  1866,  Mr.  (1  rune- 
man  opened  a  restaurant  in  this  city,  carrying  on 
business  in  that  line  until  within  a  few  years  of  his 
death.  From  the  beginning,  ho  secured  a  liberal 
patronage,  and  had  an  oxcellexit  trade.  As  his  fi¬ 
nancial  resources  increased,  he  made  investments 
hgyeal  estate,  and  at  his  death  owned  some  line 
property,  including  a  business  house  at  No.  108  West 
State  Street  and  another  at  No  501  West  Sta  le  St  reet, 
which  is  now  owned  by  his  widow.  She  manages 
tho  property  which  lie  left,  and  in  its  euro  shows 
excellent  executive  and  business  ability.  In  poli¬ 
tics,  Mr.  Groneman  was  a  supporter  of  Republican 
principles,  hold  membership  with  the  Lutheran 
Church,  and  was  a  charter  member  of  tho  Germania 
Society.  He  was  recognized  as  one  of  the  leading 
German  citizens,  public-spirited  and  progressive, 
and  was  hold  in  high  esteem  for  ids  sterling  worth 
and  the  many  excellencies  of  his  character. 

HH  I®  #®l  US 

flLoWARD  ().  HILTON,  editor-in-chief  of  the 
Ilf)/)  ■K'W-'kfth'd  Mepublicaiit  has  occupied  that 
Ikrfr  position  since  its  llrst  issue,  April  It),  lHtm. 
t<|*j)  Possessing  natural  newspaper  ability  and 
tact,  ho  has  made  his  calling  a  success,  lie  is  a 
stanch  Republican  In  polities  and  has  figured 
prominently  in  party  conventions  and  on  the 
stump. 

Born  near  Atchison,  Kan.,  about  twenty-eight 
years  ago,  Mr.  Hilton  is  a  young  man  whoso  ability 
is  attested  by  Ids  present  position  as  editor-in- 
chief  of  an  influential  paper  like  the  Mepubiii'uiu  with 
two  editions  daily  and  semi-weekly  and  weekly  edi¬ 
tions,  In  a  city  like  Rockford.  He  was  educated  in 
the  public  schools  of  his  native  city  and  of  Chicago 
and,  at  the  Lincoln  University,  at  Lincoln,  Hon 
State,  at  which  latter  place  he  was  engaged  in  hN 
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first  newspaper  work,  on  the  Lincoln  Times,  lie 
was  later  city  editor  of  the  Grand  Island  (Neb.) 
Independent ,  and  afterward  held  a  like  position  on 
the  Lincoln  Journal,  tins  State,  and  again  with  the 
Bloomington  Leader.  Coming  to  Rockford  in 
.1884,  lie  was  engaged  on  the  Register  staff  until  the 
Republican  was  founded. 

Our  subject  comes  of  good  old  New  England 
stock  on  his  father’s  side,  the  latter  being  a  native 
of  the  Pine  Tree  State,  who  went  West  during  the 
curly  days  and  became  one  of  the  leading  business 
men  of  Atchison,  Kan.  Ilia  death  occurred  there 
in  the  prime  of  life,  when  our  subject  was  but 
seven  years  of  age.  The  maiden  name  of  his 
mother  was  Julia  M.  Mamien,  a  native  of  McLean 
County,  111.  She  was  born  of  Southern  parents, 
and  now  lives  at  Effingham,  Kan. 

Howard  (),  Hilton  and  Miss  Etta  Leslie,  of  Clr  • 
cugo,  were  married  in  that  city  in  1888.  The  lady 
was  born  in  Logan  County  and  was  educated  in 
the  public  schools  at  Lincoln  and  Bloomington, 
She  is  the  mother  of  two  daughters:  Leslie  L.  and 
Helen.  She  is  a  member  of  the  Court  Street  Meth¬ 
odist  Church. 

—  - — 

ARL  E.  CARLSON  is  but  a  late  resident  of 
(((  n  ^oc*c,01'^i  .V(-t  is  a  well-known  real-estate, 
loan  and  insurance  agent  of  the  city.  He 
wns  born  in  the  Province  of  Ilalland,  Sweden,  July 
24,  1858,  and  is  the  only  surviving  child  of  Carl 
and  Frederieka  (Hard)  Carlson.  His  mother  is  de¬ 
scended  from  a  titled  family.  Ilis  hither,  who  was 
born  October  16,  1822,  is  a  contractor  and  builder. 
Both  are  yet  living,  the  mother  being  seventy-five 
years  of  ago.  They  are  prominent  members  of  the 
Swedish  Lutheran  Church. 

Our  subject  spent  the  days  of  his  boyhood  and 
youth  in  his  native  land,  where  lie  learned  the 
trade  of  a  machinist,  there  fallowing  it  until  his 
emigration  to  the  United  States.  After  attaining 
his  majority,  he  sailed  for  New  York  City,  and 
thence  went  to  Pennsylvania,  afterward  coming 
to  Rockford,  whore  his  brother,  Prof.  M.  E.  Carlson, 
was  living.  The  latter  was  a  graduate  of  a  musical 
conservatory  in  his  native  country  and  served  for 
40 


895 

j  five  years  as  a  Professor  in  the  Royal  Conservatory. 

I  On  coming  to  this  country,  he  took  cl  large  of  the 
musical  department  in  the  Gustavus  Adolphus 
College,  of  St.  Peter,  Minn.,  which  position  lie  held 
until  1889,  when  he  came  to  Rockford.  His  death 
occurred  on  the  4th  of  August  of  the  following 
year.  His  wife  had  died  some  years  previous,  leav¬ 
ing  one  son,  Carl  G.  M.  Carlson,  who  has  been 
adopted  by  our  subject. 

C.  E.  Carlson  was  married  in  the  land  of  His  na¬ 
tivity  to  Christina  Anderson,  who  spent  her 
maidenhood  d.ays  in  Sweden,  where  her  mother  is 
yet  living  at  flic  age  of  sixty-seven  years.  Her 
father,  Andrew  Anderson,  is  deceased.  She  has 
one  sister  in  this  country,, Mi'S.  Anna  Fostberg, 
who  is  living  in  Manistee,  Mich.  Unto  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Carlson  have  been  born  three  children:  Emma 
J.,  Clara  L.  and  Annett  P.  The  parents  are  both 
members  of  the  Swedish  Methodist  Church,  in  which 
he  holds  office  and  is  also  Superintendent  of  the 
Sunday-school.  In  politics,  lie  is  a  supporter  of 
Republican  principles. 

It  was  in  1885  that  Mr.  Carlson  came  to  Rock¬ 
ford.  He  had  previously  resided  for  a  short  time 
in  Sheffield,  Pa.  On  coming  to  this  city,  lie  en¬ 
gaged  in  business  as  a  contractor  and  builder,  be¬ 
ing  a  practical  architect,  but  1ms  later  given  his 
attention  to  the  real-estate,  loan  and  insurance 
business.  He  has  a  commodious  and  fine  office 
over  the  American  Exchange  Bank,  on  Seventh 
Street.  For  four  years  lie  has  been  engaged  in  this 
line  and  has  built  up  an  excellent  business,  having 
since  coming  to  Rockford  made  a  handsome  prop¬ 
erty,  worth  about  $40,000.  He  also  owns  an 'in¬ 
terest  in  the  Rock  River  Subdivision,  containing 
one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  platted  ground, 
on  which  will  be  built  the  Rock  River  Planing 
Mill.  The  company  1ms  a  capital  stock  of  $50,000 
and  Mr.  Carlson  1ms  bee:'  its  Treasurer  from  its 
organization.  He  also  owns  stock  in  the  Rockford 
Desk  and  Furniture  Company,  Star  .Furniture 
Company,  Diamond  Funiil  ,"ie  Company, West  End 
Furniture  Company,  Skandia  Shoe  Company, Rock¬ 
ford  Paint  Manufacturing  Company,  and  others, 
and  1ms  been  Director  in  a  number  of  these  enter¬ 
prises.  Those  who  know  Mr.  Carlson  esteem  him 
highly  for  his  sterling  worth,  and  he  has  a  wide 
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circle  of  acquaintances.  He  has  steadily  worked  | 
his  way 'upward,  and  liis  own  efforts  have  been  the 
stepping-stones  by  which  ho  has  arisen  to  the  en¬ 
viable  position  which  he  to-day  occupies, 

The  attention  of  the  reader  is  invited  to  the  ac¬ 
companying  portrait  of  Mr.  Carlson. 


SAMUEL  COOK.  The  credit  for  a  large  village  Of  Harrison,  ana  muhidoui,  wno  <ueu  m 
share  of  the  enterprise  which  helps  to  Harrison,  On  the  Wth  of  K*n«y,  1810,  when  «*. 

make  Harrison  Township  one  of  the  most  teen  yearn  of  age.  Mr.  and  Hr..  Cook  have  had 

progressive  of  any  in  the  county,  is  due  two  children  since  coming  to  tins  Stale:  Hannah 
to  the  gentleman  whose  name  heads  this  sketch.  K  who  married  William  S.  lung,  of  nluoign, 

lie  is  tail  of  push  and  energy,  and  is  progressive  and  1’ha-be  A.,  who  died  on  the  U  h  of  .obr"«ry 


County,  III.,  purchasing  one  hundred  and  thirty- 
five  acres  on  section  °n,  at  $16  per  acre.  There 
were  good  improvements  on  this  place  for  the 
times,  and  the  Stone  house  on  it  at  that  time  is 
part  of  Mr.  Cook’s  present  dwelling.  There  was 
also  a  frame  barn,  30x40  feet,  on  this  farm.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Cook  brought  with  them  live  children : 
Samuel  (our  subject);  Daniel,  probably  a  resident, 
Of  Minnesota;  Amos,  an  invalid  for  ilio  last  three 
years,  resides  in  Durand;  Isaac,  a  f armor  near  tho 
village  Of  Harrison,  and  Elizabeth,  who  died  in 
Harrison,  On  the  14th  of  February,  1870,  when  six¬ 
teen  years  of  age.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cook  have  had 
two  children  since  coming  to  this  Stale: ■Hannah 
L.,  who  married  William  S.  King,  of  Chicago, 


and  advanced  in  his  ideas.  Mr.  Cook  was  born  in 
Zora,  Oxford  County,  Canada,  on  the  23d  of  No¬ 
vember,  1844.  and  his  father,  James  Cook,  also  a 
native  of  Canada,  was  horn  in  Niagara  County, 
seven  miles  from  the  Falls,  whose  mighty  roaring 
could  easily  be  heard  at  that  distance,  on  the  27th 
December,  1812.  The  grandfather,  Daniel  Cook, 
was  a  native  of  New  York,  and  a  farmer  all  his  life, 
as  was  his  father  before  him.  The  latter  was  a  Rev¬ 
olutionary  soldier,  and  was  probably  slain  in  action. 
Daniel  went  to  Canada  when  a  young  man,  married 
thore,  and  raised  a  family  of  nine  children,  six 
daughters  and  three  sons.  He  remained  there  until 
about  seventy-three  years  of  age,  when  ho  and  his 
wife  came  to  the  States.  Their  eldest  son,  Joel  Cook, 
came  to  Winnebago  County,  111.,  from  Canada, 
about  1850,  and  purchased  a  farm  in  this  township. 
A  few  years  later,  he  was  joined  by  his  aged  par¬ 
ents,  and  with  them  moved  to  Boscobel,  Wis., 
where  they  passed  away  within  two  months  of 
each  other,  when  about  eighty-four  years  of  age. 

James  Cook,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  the 


1878,  at  the  same  hour  her  sister  Elizabeth  passed 
away  eight  years  before.  The  father  of  these  chil¬ 
dren  received  liis  final  summons  on  the  29th  of 
October,  1884,  when  "nearly  seventy-two  years  of 
age,  and  his  wife  survived  him  about  six  years, 
dying  on  the  old  home-place  June  17,  1890,  when 
nearly  seventy  years  of  ago.  This  most  exemplary 
and  worthy  couple  started  in  life  empty-handed, 
but  they  accumulated  a  comfortable  fortune,  and 
passed  their  last  days  in  ease  and  plenty. 

The  subject  of  this  notice  remained  under  the  par- 
rental  roof  until  after  the  death  of  liis  parents, 
and  since  then  ho  has  bought  out  the  other  heirs. 
He  has  no  hobby  ns  a  farmer,  except  in  raising 
mules,  and  of  these  ho  has  raised  from  six  to 
twelve  each  year  since  1875.  Ho  has  not  raised  as 
many  iUuies  as  S.  K.  Blodgett,  but  no  man  in  this 
pnrtTof  Illinois  has  made  this  business  so  much  of 
a  success  as  has  Mr.  Cook.  He  not  only  breeds  and 
raises  large,  fine  mules,  but  he  matches  and  breaks 
them,  He  owns  liis  own  jacks,  the  same  costing 
from  $600  to  $1,500  each,  and  he  has  sold  several 


third  son  and  the  third  child  in  order  of  birth  teams  for  $400.  He  grows  tho  cereals,  corn, 


of  the  nine  children  born  to  his  parents.  He  mar¬ 
ried  Sarah  Hill,  of  Canada,  daughter  of  Amos  and 


wheat  and  rye,  and  bales  lifts  bay,  sometimes  ship¬ 
ping  it.  All  his  land  is  fertile  and  productive,  and 


Sarah  (Phillips)  Hill,  both  natives  of  New  Bruns-  near  his  house  he  has  twenty  acres  of  fine  second- 


wick  where  this  daughter  was  born.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Cook  purchased  a  farm  in  Canada,  and  resided  on 


rowth  timber.  Mr.  Cook  rebuilt  and  added  to  his 
arn  in  1885,  making  it  40x57  feet,  and  other  out¬ 


this  for  about  ten  years,  five  of  their  children  buildings,  erected  before  and  since,, make  the 


being  born  there.  Subsequently,  they  sold  this 
property  and  moved  to  Harrison,  Winnebago 


place  look  like  a  small  village  from  a  distance. 
He  grinds  bis  own  and  neighbors’  feed  with  the 
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wind  from  his  wind  mill  which  he  mil  inTTr^Z  - sasmsg 

1891.  His  farm  is  well  watered  '  ’  ^as  0 tlie  same  descent.  Washington  Weld,  fa- 

Mr.  Cook  has  been  a  Republican,  but  has  broken  Tell  7'  S"bjecV'emOvedfr0m  Massachusetts  to 
i'anks,  and  is  now  a  freeman,  politically  «2  300  C°anty’  ^  Y">  in  18<>8,  when 

brother  Daniel  was  the  first  to  volunteer  in  the  a  morB the  wilderness.  Lie 

anny, going  out  when  sixteen  years  of  a^c  ,W-ust  !  Z,  *M,"l6y  0n  foot>  carrying  his  worldly 

Infantry ,  from  Beloit;  next,  Arnos,  at  seventeen  L>- i  \v  i!t;^'ovement  0{  *  home  from 

years  of  age,  volunteered  from  Harrison,  June  hZ»  1  -  •  ‘  °^i,,cd  trom  «*«  Government. 


years  of  age,  volunteered  from  Harrison  Tune1  h?  „  h‘Ch  '7  ^  obtai,,cd  trom  t,ie  Government. 

*’.*U  Company  E,  One  Hundred  and  Forty-first  ono  oZIiZZm Z*!  ^  Tf1  in  1851> 

Ulmois,  and  m  February,  1865,  our  subject  went  in  n.r  p  ,  7  .* '  '  3  oaM-  IIe  was  lonff  an  Elder 

out  in  Company  L,  Eleventh  Illinois  Civ  Pl>e%  Church. 

C!f-  8^^  was  discharged  De LZ!t  an t>oliUc^  «,e  father  was  a  stanch 

,n  J,,n0’  1865'  His  brother  Daniel  served  uufcil  V'\S  as  Jlistice  of  the 


in  June,  1865.  His  brother  Daniel  served  uufcil 
A  pro,  1868,  when  ho  was  taken  prisoner  near 
romv,  and  confined  in  Libby  Prison 


•n  »  — tfV/v4  uo  or  the 

leace,  was  known  as  Squire  Wehl  throughout  the 
community.  He  married  Elizabeth  Strickland 
who  survived  bun  some  years  and  died  in  Le  Roy’ 


thirty  days.  He  was  then  paroled,  and  later  dis-  N  '°  Sl,rviv<;cl  him  somc  yeai*  and  died  in  Le  Roy’ 
charged  for  disability.  However,  in  1864  hoa«wii«  ’  V’  V‘°  age  of  seveilty-scven.  She  was  a 
outered  the  army  for  one  hund/ed  days  ’IlZI  Sin  ^  ^  ChUrd*’  a"d  -as  a  noble 
discharged  as  Corporal  at  the  end  of  tier;,  time  «1  r  ,  W°"T'  0lu'subjeot is  ‘ho  youngest  in 
Amos  was  in  the  one-lnmdred-dny  service  and 


infirmity  is  no  doubt  the  result  of  Exposure  and 
l>ardsli.p  during  that  lime.  The  subject  of  this 
sketch,  is  a  member  of  Nevius  Post  No.  1,  G.  A.  R.. 

mlnCM  8tU1  ‘n  th°  KUlk  nml  fil°  of  sinilc  hiess- 


JUDGE  WILLIAM  R.  WELD,  a  prominent 
attorney,  Justice  of  the.  Peace, and  insurance 
and  loan  agent  of  Rockford,  has  made  Ins 
home  in  this  city  since  1872,  and  has  been 
a  resident  of  the  county  for  nearly  half  a  century. 
Vith  its  history  lie  has  been  connected  since  that 
early  day,  1ms  done  much  for  its  upbuilding  and 
progress,  and  has  aided  largely  in  its  development. 

x  v0  ;  flWaSbOni  in  Hoy,  Genesee  County, 

•  .1  m  1820,  and  is  of  English  descent,  the  fam- 
J  >  en.g  founded  in  this  country  during  early  Col¬ 
onial  days  by  Presbyterian  missionaries  from  En«-- 
nnd,  who  are  referred  to  in  tiio  history  of  Now  Eng¬ 
land,  by  Bancroft,  and  also  by  Bryant,  ft  was  also 
n  pi  eminent  family  of  England,  one  branch  thereof 
I'cmgCnthohc,  as  indicated  by  the  fact  that  Cardi- 
11  a  AUld’ !Ul  omi»ont  Catholic  scholar  and  prolate, 


. . _1W  am,  ,  Z  fa,13il3’  *  sons  and  one  dauHIp  If 

came  home  without  a  wound,  although  his  present  ITdl!0  a"d  l‘earod  f!l,nilics>  «»d  arc 

ullmityta  no  doubt  tl.c  result  ot  exposuroand  (L  *'’!  '“T**  ot  tbo  *■«*• 


A  .  „  '  . '-v^^uiun  or  Uio  Jiulffe. 

f(hl\r  7  \  Shingt°n’  Jr*’  wasa  member  of 

toe  Michigan  State  Legislature  for  some  years. 

Judge  Veld  was  reared  in  Le  Rov,  N.  Y  and 
was  graduated  from  Brown's  Univemity.of  Provi¬ 
dence,  R.  I.,  m  the  Class  of  '42.  He  afterward 
studied  law  at  the  office  of  Hascall  tfe  Barton,  of 

'  m  °yV \  !  W,d  W<tS  adni{tted  *»  Bar  in 
1844,  In  that  year,  he  came  West,  but  did  not 
make  a  permanent  location  until  June,  1815  when 
he  opened  his  first  office  in  Geneva,  AYis.,  where 
he  engaged  in  legal  practice  for  four  years,  after 
winch  he  came  to  Illinois,  settling  in  Rockton.  Ho 
was  an  attorney  at  that  place  until  1872,  when  he 

I"  7  n0Cl;f0rfL  F01'  S°me  thae  h0  ™  connec¬ 
ted  with  the  hardware  trade,  and  was  Deputy  P0St- 

Itofi  °T  n°ft0n  t0e  °ighfc  y0ara‘  »ndor  presidents 
1  oik  and  Buchanan.  He  was  also  Township  Clerk 
lor  some  years. 

Ere  leaving  the  East,  the  Judge  was  married  in 
Livingston  County,  N.  Y.,  in  January,  1845,  to 
Mary  \\  .  Smith,  who  was  born  in  Lima,  N.  Y.  and 

ZroTX<i  37arS,b°f0rU  her  marriage  was  there  en¬ 
gaged  as  a  teacher  in  the  Genesee  A  >Jeyan  Send 
nary  teaching  music.  Their  union  has  been  blessed 
WltU  11V°  C,nldrei1;  W.  L,  who  married  Florence 
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Hasney ,  of  Momence,  III.,  and  handles  the  insurance 
business  in  his  father’s  office;  Emma  L.,  one  of  the 
Sisters  of  the  Holy  Cross,  at  the  convent  of  South 
Bend,  Ind.;  Lizzie,  who  was  graduated  from  the 
Sisters’  school  and  the  Rockford  Conservatory,  is 
now  engaged  in  teaching  music;  Charles  P.  is  a  boot 
and  shoe  merchant  and  extensive  real-estate  dealer 
of  Oakland,  Cal.;  F.  J.,  a  physician  and  surgeon  of 
Rockford,  wedded  Mary  Murtagh,  formerly  a  suc¬ 
cessful  teacher  of  this  city. 

From  the  year  1847  to  1883,  Judge  Weld  was 
an  active  member  of  the  Independent  Order  of 
Odd  Fellows,  serving  in  various  official  positions 
of  the  Subordinate  and  Grand  Lodges  of  tire  State 
of  Illinois,  and,  as  Deputy  Grand  Master,  institu¬ 
ting  most  of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fel¬ 
low  Lodges  in  this  county.  During  most  of  the 
same  period,  he  was  also  an  active  member  of  the 
Masonic  order,  serving  about  twelve  years  as  Master 
of  a  Subordinate  Lodge;  also  in  official  positions, 
both  in  Chapter  and  Commandery.  He  served  as 
Justice  of  the  Peace,  and  Associate  Justice  of  this 
county,  from  1856  until  1864.  In  187*2,  he  came 
to  Rockford  and  established  a  law  and  insurance 
office,  and  in  1877  became  Justice  of  the  Peace, 
which  office  he  has  since  filled.  He  is  one  of  the 
prominent  residents  of  this  city,  whose  upright  life 
has  made  him  highly  esteemed,  and  is  an  honored 
pioneer,  who,  for  nearly  half  a  century,  1ms  been 
connected  with  the  history  of  this  community.  The 
Judge  and  his  family  are  all  members  of  the  Cath¬ 
olic  Church. 

AMES  M.  GREEN,  one  of  the  enterprising 
|  and  progressive  farmers  of  Winnebago 
^  I  County,  Cherry  Valley  Township,  was  born 
May  25,  1838,  at  Berry’s  Ferry,  on  the  his¬ 
toric  banks  of  the  Shenandoah  River,  in  Clarke 
County,  Va.  His  parents  were  William  II.  and 
Eliza  (Reiley)  Green,  the  former  born  in  1792,  and 
the  latter  in  1801.  The  father  died  February  25, 
1838,  three  months  before  the  birth  Of  our  subject. 
In  the  family  were  three  sons  and  a  daughter: 
our  subject,  William  H.,  Andrew  J.,  and  Edna  J., 
wife  of  John  Blough,  residents  of  Kirkland,  Ill. 


The  maternal  grandfather  of  our  subject,  Julia 
Reiley,  was  a  native  of  Virginia  and  his  ancestors 
for  some  generations  wore  Virginians,  lie  was  a 
private  soldier  in  Capi  Richardson's  Company  in 
the  War  of  1812,  and  participated  in  tho  battle  of 
Lundy’s  Lane. 

Our  subject  was  eighteen  years  of  ago  when  his 
mother,  then  tho  wife  of  Abraham  Shi  pc,  removed 
with  their  family  of  twelve  children  to  Athens 
County  in  the  spring  of  1856.  They  made  tho 
journey  of  three  hundred  miles  by  team,  and  on 
reaching  their  destination  purchased  one  hundred 
and  thirty  acres  of  land  along  tho  Big  Hocking 
River,  where  they  lived  for  three  years.  On  sell¬ 
ing,  they  removed  to  Washington  County  and 
located  in  the  small  village  of  Bolprevillc.  There 
Mr.  vShipa  opened  a  wagon  and  blacksmith  shop 
and  did  business  until  the  close  of  tho  war  in  the 
spring  Of  1866.  Five  sons  of  the  family  had  aided 
their  country  in  the  struggle  to  preserve  the 
Union.  When  the  wav  was  over,  they  came  to  1  lli- 
nois  and  Mr.  SUipe  purchased  sixty  acres  of  land 
in  Cherry  Valley  Township,  Winnebago  County. 
Ilis  death  occurred  in  November,  1878.  His  widow 
is  still  living  at  her  home  in  Flora,  Boone  County, 
and,  although  seventy-five  years  of  age,  is  remark¬ 
ably  well  preserved. 

Mr.  Green,  was  married,  November  29,  1871,  to 
Miss  Flora  J,  Cam  piloid,  of  New  Milford,  daughter 
of  William  0.  and  Henrietta  (Sanford)  Cnmplicld, 
who  came  from  Neruda,  Livingston  County,  N.  Y., 
to  Milford  in  1844.  They  bought  a  farm,  upon 
which  the  death  of  the  father  ocegrred  in  January, 
1856.  His  wife  survived  him  twcAty-two  years  and 
died  in  January,  1878,  at  the  ago  of  sixty-three 
years.  They  loft  two  sons  and  three  daughters,  all 
of  whom  are  yet  living.  Mr,  and  Mrs.  Green  have 
four  sons:  Arthur  C.,  Claude  B.  and  Clarence  I*,., 
twins,  and  Leroy  M.  The  eldest  is  sixteen  years  of 
age  and  the  youngest  ten. 

During  the  late  war,  Mr.  Green  enlisted  in 
Washington  County,  Ohio,  in  April,  1861,  for  three 
months,  and  when  that  term  had  expired  joined 
the  Thirty-ninth  Ohio  Infantry,  in  which  he  served 
three  years,  most  of  the  time  as  Orderly-Sergeant. 
In  August,  1864,  lie  was  mustered  out  at  Cincin¬ 
nati,  Ohio,  after  wWeh  he  helped  to  recruit  a  com- 


pnny  which  loft  Columbus  and  went  to  Nashville 
illicit.  It  Joined  the  One  Hundred  and  Seven  ty- 
mnth  regiment.  Mr.  Green  remained  with  that 
company  until  the  close  ot  the  war  and  ,vas  mm. 
tcred  outat  Nashville  in  June,  1865,  holding  the 

rnd  u™ti>nmt  * the »'  •*  dh. 

aJ  Corinth  ”*  mWa°"  'm  4,10  “«•  «»«  «*» 
Soon  after  their  marriage,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Green 
rented  the  tarn,  on  ,vhich  they  reside  and  tour 
jears  later  purchased  it.  He  „„w  „„„s  om  hlm_ 
dred  and  tour  acres  in  Cherry  Valley  and  twenty 
acics  in  Guilford  Township,  and  successfully  car- 
rms  on  general  farming.  Sooinl,v,  ho  „  „  ^ 
of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Kepuhiic,  „„d  he  and 
1  is  wife  are  faithful  members  of  tlio  Christian 
raiurel,  of  Rockford.  In  politics,  ho  is  a  stalwart 
Iicpiihliea,,,  and  has  seiycd  .as  Road  Commissioner 
oi  six  years,  hut  has  never  boon  an  offlco-sockor. 
He  was  a  faithful  soldier  during  the  late  war  and 

ns  now  a  valued  citizen. 
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^mmE  I,  WINN,  M.  I).,  of  Rockford,  has 

f J?  T  CTg0d  in  th0  !>racfcice  the  rnedi- 

thTlhstef  v°  QSSmi  UX  tiUS  8incc  1882-  °" 
the2b  of  Iiehruaryof  that  year,  ho  opened  an 

o  hoc  at  No.  485  West  State  Street,  and  has  since 
aiUl  PWcian  of  thecom- 

,  3  .  In  th0  ten  years  which  have  since  passed 

his  practice  has  constantly  increased,  until  it  hw 
T\  "  la,,g°  He  is  a  clo^ 

abU  tv  h^s  !US  Tf0S8i011  0nd  l‘te*«ritand 
CUPS  th°  p08iU0n  ^  ho  to-day  oc 

The  Doctor  was  born  in  Oswego  County,  N.  Y 
Ma.ch  10,  18ol,  and  is  descended  from  an  old 
^..  y  of  the  Mohawk  valley. 

'  ,  '  "U1)  was  a  hfr-long farmer  of  that  valley 

und  died  at  the  age  of  ninety  years.  The  parents 
our  subject,  Morris  and  Nancy  (Simmons)  Winn 

Z^o  They  afterward  re- 

iKncdto  Oswego  County,  where  Mr.  Minn  en- 
gagod  in  the  lumber  business  for  about  eighth 
m-s,  after  winch  he  became  a  resident  of 
*  '  "  1010  he  osU‘bhshed  a  cooper  shop,  and  man¬ 


ufactured  barrels  for  three  years.  He  then  came 
with  h,s  family  to  Wisconsin,  where  he  engaged  in 
fanning  for  some  time,  after  which  he  removed  to 
Rockford.  Mrs.  Winn  died  in  this  city  in  1889 
when  sixty  ye0„of  age:  ghe  a  membGi.  o' 

lim  rf " 0  1  C1,U1,;i'  a“d  lived  “  cousisteut  Chris- 

an  life.  Mr.  Winn  is  now  livingretirod,  makiug 
Ins  home  with  his  sou,  Charles  S.,i„  Rockford.  lie 
was  born  iu  1818,  and,  though  uow  seventy-four 
years  of  age,  is  yet  hale  and  hearty.  Since  the 

orn  o  tZ  RePaman  <»**•  "?  "«  l*eu 

tho  ltrlii  u  ,“r,  S"Pl>0,'teiS’  Md  is  “  member  of 

the  Methodist  Church. 

Our  subject  is  one  of  a  family  of  four  children 

veZ  T  and  ‘  daUglltei''  At  thG  age  of  twelve’ 

jeais,  he  accompanied  bis  parents  to  Wisconsin 
and  subsequently  came  with  them  to  Illinois  and 
I  8tJdft,.tin1the  State  University  of  Cham¬ 

paign,  Ill.  Having  determined  to  engage  in  the 

thatstud^ in  the 
01  ice  of  Di.  D.  G.  Green,  of  Woodstock,  Ill;  he 
aftei  ward  spent  one  year  in  the  medical  depart- 

A“  !  e  MiChig"U  State  diversity  of  Ann 
Aiooi.  He  was  graduated  from  the  medical  de¬ 
partment  of  the  Northwestern  University  of  Chi 
cage  in  the  Class  of  ’76,  after  which  ho  enter  d 

ConnW  W-aCtir0f,lliS  P^0*  in  ^rth 
Conntj ,  M  is.,  where  lie  spent  five  years.  He  then 

New  Yn  l  P-T  in  B0UeVU°  a,Kl  °ther  hosPifcal«  of 
ns  before'  stated.  ^  °amC  t0  EocW”d' 

In  Walworth  County,  Wis.,  Dr.  Winn  wedded 
Miss  Rule  Dickson,  who  wns  bon,  in  that  county 
nnd  ,8  a  daughter  of  Dr.  .Tolu,  Dickson,  an  old 
physician  of  Walworth  County,  who  died  i„  De- 
ecmlier  1875.  He  was  a  prominent  practitioner 
a  d  had  served  as  President  of  the  Wisconsin  State 
Mid, cal  Society.  Be  was  a  native  of  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  and  after  graduating  from  Allegheny  Col- 

esfi  r  i  ,at  Shlto’  'm*1'"1™  nt  once  to  Wisconsin 
establishing  practice  at  Allen’s  Grove.  His  wife  is’ 

:  ";■;>*  «lf  that  place  and  „  ^ 

age  I  he  wife  of  our  subject  was  carefully  reared 
U1  her  nat‘ve  county  and  for  some  years  engaged 
m  teach,,, g.  By  „„  marriage  she  becamH he 
mot  erof  two  children,  Josephine  am,  Marjorie 
both  arc  now  deceased.  The  Doctor  is  a  mem- 
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ber  of  the  Ocld  Fellows’  Society,  belonging  to  the 
Encampment  and  Canton  lodges  of  Rockford,  arid 
is  a  supporter  of  Republican  principles.  He  is  an  ac¬ 
tive,  progressive  and  ambitious  young  man  and 
will  no  doubt  win  much  success  in  the  line  of  his 
profession.  Of  a  genial  nature,  he  makes  friends 
wherever  he  goes. 

11/ _  ENRY  RICIIINGS,  M.  D.  This  highly  os- 
teemed  physician  of  Rockford  was  born  in 
'  what  is  now  Peeatoniea  Township,  Winne¬ 
bago  County, Ill.,  on  the  15th  of  May,  1842, 
and  is  the  son  of  the  late  Dr.  Charles  H.  Richings, 
who  was  born  in  Atherstone,  Warwickshire,  Eng¬ 
land,  February  26, 1815.  Our  subject  is  following 
closely  in  the  steps  of  his  distinguished  father,  and 
is  recognized  as  one  of  the  leading  men  in  his  pro¬ 
fession  in  Rockford,  and  indeed  in  the  county  of 
Winnebago. 

Dr.  Charles  II.  Richings  enjoyed  exceptional 
advantages  in  an  educational  way  in  his  boyhood, 
and  his  associations  were  of  the  best.  When  he 
left  school,  he  joined,  as  a  medical  cadet,  his  uncle, 
who  was  a  surgeon  in  the  French  army  then  occu¬ 
pying  Brussels,  and  here  he  remained  Until  ho 
came  to  America,  at  the  age  of  twen'-y-three;  he 
traveled  in  a  party  of  seventeen  from  Buffalo  to  Chi-  | 
eago,  and  came  on  to  Winnebago  County,  reach-  j 
ing  here  July  27,  1836,  having  walked  the  whole 
distance  from  Chicago. 

When  Dr.  Richings  located  his  half-section  about 
twelve  miles  west  of  what  is  now  the  city  of  Rock¬ 
ford,  his  was  the  nearest  house  to  the  site  of  this 
city  on  the  west.  Here  he  at  once  erected  a  log 
house  of  goodly  proportions  and  comforts  and 
devoted  himself  to  agricultural  pursuits  and  stock- 
raising.  The  year  following,  Dr.  Richings,  the 
elder,  returned  to  England  for  his  bride, and  upon 
the  return  of  the  young  couple  settled  down  to  the 
stern  realities  of  pioneer  life. 

It  was  in  1855,  when  Rockford  had  grown  to  be 
a  pleasant  village,  that  the  Doctor  removed  hither 
and  made  his  homo  within  its  boundaries  during  the 
remainder  of  his  days.  He  early  proved  himself  a 
physician  of  ability  and  skill,  but  as  he  was  ambi¬ 


tious  to  keep  up  with  the  times,  he  pursued  a  reg¬ 
ular  course  of  medical  study  at  Rush  Medical  Col¬ 
lege,  Chicago,  and  received  therefrom  the  degree 
of  M.  D.  During  the  first  live  years  of  his  settle¬ 
ment  in  the  county,  he  had  devoted  his  time  to 
farming  and  stock-raising,  but  after  that,  until 
within  two  years  of  his  death,  he  engaged  in  an 
active  and  extensive  practice  of  medicine  and  sur¬ 
gery.  His  interest  in  the  formation  of  the  Winne¬ 
bago  County  Medical  Society  was  recognized  by 
its  members,  and  he  was  for  some  time  its  Presi¬ 
dent.  He  was  a  man  of  strict  integrity,  exacting 
with  himself  and  others  in  business,  but  always 
just,  and  delighted  in  acts  of  charity  which  were 
unknown  to  the  community. 

Dr.  Charles  II,  Richings  was  baptized  and  reared 
in  the  Episcopal  Church,  but  in  his  later  years  he 
did  not  recognize  church  relations  as  regards  him¬ 
self,  yet  strove  ever  to  embody  his  religion  in  liv¬ 
ing  the  Golden  Rule.  In  1875,  he  visited  his  old 
home  in  England,  and  on  his  return  experienced 
an  illness  on  shipboard  which  was  the  beginning 
of  the  end.  lie  was  again  taken  very  sick  on 
Thanksgiving  Day,  1882,  and  suffered  much  at  va¬ 
rious  times,  going  at  one  time  to  New  York  for 
treatment,  but  with  no  good  result.  An  operation 
which  was  performed  with  a  hope  of  saving  his 
life  was  in  vain,  and  lie  died  August  12,  1881), 
leaving  a  widow  and  the  son  whose  name  has  been 
placed  at'  the  head  of  this  sketch.  While  he  was 
not  an  enlisted  surgeon  during  the  Civil  War,  it 
was  understood  by  Gov.  Yates  that  his  services 
wore  to  be  commanded  whenever  necessary,  ami 
he  was  called  as  surgeon  to  various  battlefields, 
notably  those  of  Ft.  Donelson,  Pittsburg  Landing 
and  Pen  Ridge.  lie  was  a  very  active  member  of 
the  Masonic  fraternity  and  received  most  notable 
degrees  in  the  order. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  still  lives  and  resides 
in  Rockford,  and  the  Doctor  is  her  only  child,  lie 
received  his  early  odeation  in  the  district  school 
and  later  attended  the  public  school  of  Rockford, 
after  winch  he  took  a  scientific*  course  at  Beloit, 
College.  He  commenced  the  study  of  medicine 
with  his  father  and  in  i860  entered  the  medical 
department  of  the  University  of  Michigan.  At¬ 
tending  there  for  the  period  of  one  year,  lie  on- 
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tered  the  medical  d;  ’-vrtinont  of  the  University  of 
New  York,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  the 
Class  of  ’68;  then  receiving  the  appointment  of 
Sergeant  in  the  United  States  army,  served  until 
the  close  of  the  war.  He  commenced  his  practice 
in  Rockford,  but  after  eight  years  went  to  Wash¬ 
ington,  D.  G,,  where,  during  seven  years,  he  built  up 
an  extensive  practice.  But  as  his  interests  were 
largely  in  Rockford,  in  1879  he  returned  here  and 
has  pursued  his  profession  actively  since  that  time. 
He  was  married,  in  1869,  to  Miss  Maria  Cammann, 
of  Rockford.  The  Doctor  and  his  wife  have  one 
child,  Mary  H. 


eHARLES  W,  SI  IT  RLE  Y.  This  gentleman, 
who  is  now  living  retired  from  active  work 
of  any  kind,  formerly  owned  an  excellent 
tract  of  land  of  ninety-one  acres,  one-half  mile 
from  Rockford,  to  the  cultivation  of  which  he 
gave  his  personal  attention.  He  has,  however, 
platted  the  greater  part  of  it  into  city  lots,  which 
he  has  disposed  of  at  a  handsome  advance.  lie 
was  horn  in  La  Porto  County,  Ind.,  August  17, 
1885,  while  his  father,  Lewis  Shirley,  was  born  in 
Pennsylvania.  As  far  as  is  known,  the  grandfather 
of  our  subject  was  also  a  native  of  the  Keystone 
State,  where  he  spent  his  entire  life. 

Lewis  Shirley  was  reared  to  man’s  estate  in  his 
native  town,  and  when  attaining  mature  years  re¬ 
moved  to  Ohio  and  resided  for  a  time  on  the  Mus¬ 
kingum  River.  He  later  wont  to  Indiana,  where 
he  was  one  of  the  pioneers  in  La  Porto*  County, 
and,  entering  from  the  Government  a  large  tract 
of  timber  and  prairie  land,  there  made  his  home 
until  1835,  which  was  the  date  of  his  advent  into 
Illinois.  He  was  accompanied  hither  by  his  wife 
and  a  family  of  six  children,  making  the  journey 
with  teams.  Mr.  Hlurley  settled  in  what  s  now 
Cherry  Valley  Township,  at  a  time  when  Northern 
Illinois  was  owned  by  the  Government,  and  the 
surveys  of  that  early  day  had  not  been  completed. 
The  father  made  a  claim  to  a  tract  of  land,  and 
later,  when  the,  land  eamo  into  market,  went  to  the 
land  office  in  Dixon  and  entered  his  tract. 


The  elder  Mr.  Shirley  erected  on  his  new  place 
a  double  log  house  in  which  lie  established  his 
family,  and  industriously  commenced  the  work  of 
clearing  and  improving  his  farm.  He  was  very 
successful  in  his  undertaking  and  added  from  time 
to  time  to  his  acreage  until  his  estate  included 
twelve  hundred  acres.  He  erected  a  saw  and 
flouring  mill,  which  he  operated  in  addition  to  farm¬ 
ing  and  which  netted  him  a  handsome  income.  He 
continued  a  resident  of  the  above-named  farm 
until  his  decease.  The  maiden  name  of  his  wife 
was  Julia  Keith,  a  native  of  Ohio,  who  departed 
this  life  on  the  home  farm  in  Cherry  Valley  Town¬ 
ship,  Her  parents  came  to  Winnebago  County 
and  located  on  the  creek  which  was  named  after 
the  father,  and  which  extended  through  Rockford 
Township. 

Charles  W,  .Shirley  was  an  infant  when  his  par¬ 
ents  came  to  Illinois,  and,  being  reared  to  manhood 
in  a  new  country,  the  hardships  and  privations 
which  they  were  called  upon  to  endure  have  made 
lasting  impression  upon  his  mind.  There  were  no 
railroads  in  this  vicinity  for  j'ears,  and  while  an 
inmate  of  the  parental  household  he  often  hauled 
grain  to  Chicago,  which  was  seventy-five  miles  dis¬ 
tant.  After  reaching  his  twenty-fust  year,  lie 
worked  for  his  father  one  season,  and  then,  employ¬ 
ing  a  good  carpenter  at  $1  per  day,  built  a  house 
on  the  land  which  lie  purchased  from  his  father, 
in  Boone  County,  and  in  the  spring  of  1857 
moved  into  the  dwelling  before  it  was  lathed  or 
plastered,  He  was  engaged  in  farming  there  for 
two  years,  when,  renting  his  estate,  lie  went  to 
California  via  New  York  and  the  Isthmus  of  Pan¬ 
ama.  Going  into  the  mines  in  Placer  County,  Mr. 
.Shirley  was  thus  engaged  for  sixteen  months,  at 
the  end  of  which  time  he  returned  home  via  the 
same  route  and  commenced  fanning  in*  Boone 
County.  In  1868,  he  sold  the  farm  and  purchased 
land  in  Cherry  Valley  Township,  Winnebago 
County,  where  he  was  employed  as  an  agriculturist 
until  1883.  Then  coming  to  Rockford,  he  became 
the  proprietor  of  a  good  home  in  the  city  and 
later  bought  a  farm  of  ninety-one  acres,  located 
one-half  mile  from  Rockford.  As  before  stated,  be 
has  platted  this  into  lots  and  sold. 

Miss  Matilda  A.  Ream  was  married  to  our  sub- 
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ject  in  1856.  She  was  a  native  of  Thompson  Town¬ 
ship,  Seneca  County,  Ohio,  and  was  the  daughter 
of  Samuel  and  Sarah  Ream,  natives  of  Philadelphia, 
and  later  pioneers  of  Seneca  County.  The  two 
children  comprising  the  household  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Shirley  are  Lafayette  B.  and  Jessie  C.  The  son 
married  Katie  Pratt  and  is  the  father  of  two  chil¬ 
dren:  Nettie  and  Dayton.  Jessie  became  the,  wife 
Of  Frank  L.  Lake  and  has  one  child,  Frauel/s  Al- 
meda.  Our  subject  and  his  wife  are  members  of 
the  Centennial  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and 
in  politics  Mr.  Shirley  votes  the  Republican  ticket. 


VjSv.  R.  EDGAR  T.  RILLMYER,  physician  and 
ill  jj)  surgeon,  of  Cherry  Valley,  Winnebago 
Count}’,  was  born  in  Carroll  County,  Md., 
in  1832,  and  is  a  son  of  John  and  Harriet 
(McFarland)  Billmyer,  both  of  whom  were  natives 
of  the  same’ State.  His  father  was  a  boot  and  shoe 
manufacturer  and  followed  that  business  through¬ 
out  his  entire  life.  His  fust  wife  died  in  1842,  at 
the  age  of  thirty-two  years,  leaving  three  sons  and 
a  daughter,  and  he  afterward  wedded  Margaret 
Blaeksten,  by  whom  he  had  a  nfeaber  of  children, 
but  only  two  sous  and  two  daughters  are  living. 
The  Doctor  is  the  only  survivor  of  the  first  family, 
Eleanor,  William  and  Joseph  C.  having  all  passed 
away. 

The  Doctor’s  father  tried  to  make  our  subject 
learn  the  shoemaker’s  trade,  but  gave  it  up  after 
attempting  it  for  three  autumns.  He  would  find 
cuclid,  trigonometry  and  similar  hooks  on  his 
bench,  and,  seeing  that  the  son  had  an  ambition  to 
become  a  civil  engineer,  the  father  gave  him  a 
good  common-school  education  and  abandoned  the 
attempt  to  teach  him  shoemaking.  At  the  age  of 
eighteen,  the  Doctor  began  teaching  school,  and 
after  three  years  went  to  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  where 
he  attended  the  celebrated  Physio-Medical  College 
under  Alva  Curtis,  graduating  on  the  16th  of  Feb¬ 
ruary,  1855.  With  his  diploma  in  his  possession, 
he  came  to  Cherry  Valley  and  has  since  engaged 
in  practice.  In  1858,  he  bought  one  hundred  acres 
of  land  in  this  township  and  lived  as  a  farmer  and 
physician  until  1861,  when  he  sold  his  land  at  a 


good  advance.  Since  that  time  ho  has  engaged  in 
the  practice  of  medicine  and  in  the  raising  of 
blooded  horses.  He  has  bred  and  owned  some  of 
the  best  horses  in  this  part  of  the  country,  includ¬ 
ing  “Dr.  Sheperd,”  with  a  record  of  2:291;  “De¬ 
light,”  with  a  similar  record  In  pacing;  and 
“Glidoss,”  with  a  record  of  2:26].  He  sold  the 
first-named  for  $1,500,  the  second  for  $1,150  and 
the  last  for  $1,000  when  twenty-four  years  old. 
He  notv  hag  in  his  possession  some  five  blooded 
horses  of  his  own  and  has  in  his  care  some  belong¬ 
ing  to  other  parties,  being  kept  for  breeding  to 
his  lino  stallions. 

June  2,  1858,  the  Doctor  wens  married  to  Miss 
Mary  A.  Mittler,  whose  death  occurred  February  7. 
1884.  Ho  was  born  and  reared  ns  a  Democrat  but 
cast  his  first  Presidential  vote  for  John  (’.  Fremont 
and  has  since  been  an  ardent  Republican.  Through- 
;  out  this  community,  ho  is  widely  and  favorably 
!  known  and  has  the  high  regard  of  a  large  circle  of 
I  friends  and  acquaintances. 


!kM  AIISIIALL  TI.  REGAN,  deceased,  was  one 
l''e  P*°heer  settlers  of  Winnebago 
llj  II)  County,  and  a  man  of  exemplary  habits 
®  and  character.  He  located  in  Rockford  in 

1812,  was  a  pioneer  lumberman,  and  for  many 
years  was  associated  in  business  with  Seely  Perry  . 
In  connection  with  Ins  lumber  hu.si ness, lie  wasaNo 
a  contractor  and  builder,  and  was  regarded  a*  one 
of  the  thrifty,  enterprising  business  men  of  the 
place.  He,  was  a  large  contractor  of  both  public 
and  private,  buildings,  and  by  his  industry  and 
good  business  acumen  accumulated  a  handsome 
competence.  At  the  time  of  his  death,  which  oc¬ 
curred  at  his  fine  residence  on  East  Stale  Street, 
Rockford,  in  1875,  ho  wms  the  owner  of  a  consider¬ 
able  fortune.  lie  had  large  interests  in  Wisconsin, 
especially’  in  n  largo  sawmill  which  he  had  estab¬ 
lished  first  on  his  own  account,  but  later  owned  in 
partnership,  and  was  well  known  for  Ins  push  and 
energy.  lie  was  a  good,  reliable  citizen. 

In  politics,  Mr.  Regan  advocated  the  principle* 
of  the  Democratic  party.  He  was  a  liberal  om- 
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tribuior  to  all  worthy  enterprises,  especially  those 
relating  to  /di urchcs  and  schools,  and  a  willing 
hand  was  always  extended  to  the  needy  and  afliit° 
tod.  He  was  horn  in  Rochester,  N.  Y.,  and  was 
partly  reared  in  that  .State,  and  partly  in  Canada, 
lie  was  still  single  when  he  came  to  Rockford, 
and  here  ho  was  married  to  Miss  Louisa  Dewey,  a 
native  of  the  East.  She  died  when  thirty-seven 
years  of  age,  having  had  six  children,  throe  of 
whom  arc  now  living:  Emma,  wife  of  O.  A. 
Richardson  (see  sketch);  George  and  William,  the 
two  sons  now  residing  in  Kansas. 

Mr.  Regan’s  second  marriage  was  in  Troy,  N.  Y., 
to  Miss  Adelaide  Stewart,  a  native  of  Vermont, 
She  was  the  daughter  of  Lyman  Stewart,  a  Ver¬ 
monter,  who  died  when  eighty-three  years  of  age, 
ami  who  was  a  prominent  and  successful  farmer. 
Mu-  -  overt,  whose  maiden  name  was  Orpha  Kel¬ 
sey,  was  a  native  of  Vermont,  and  died  when 
she  was  sixty-four  years  of  age.  Both  held  mem¬ 
bership  in  the  Baptist  Church.  Mrs.  Regan  re¬ 
ceived  a  thorough  education  in  Troy,  N.  Y.,  and 
since  the  death  of  her  husband  has  resided  at  her 
home  at  No,  815  North  Court  Street.  She  is  a  lady 
possessed  of  more  than  ordinary  intelligence  aud 
has  a  host  of  warm  friends.  Her  marriage  resulted 
in  the  birth  of  two  children:  Frank  S.,  a  partner 
with  (L  ().  Williams,  of  the  Rockford  Abstract 
Company,  located  at  No.  313  West  State  Street,  is 
a  promising  young  man,  and  Mamie  S.,  a  refined 
and  cultured  young  lady,  is  at  home. 

A  ft  ON  MARCELLUS.  The.  gentleman 
•tT  W'1OS0  lKn<traft  adorns  the  opposite  page 
lj  wos  well  known  to  the  residents  of  Win- 

'Qjj  nehago  County,  and  was  respected  alike 

for  his  straightforward  and  honorable  career  and 
for  his  noble,  Christian  qualities  of  mind  and  heart. 
He  was  originally  from  the  Empire  State,  born  in 
Montgomery  County,  on  March  13, 1820,  and  there 
he  grew  to  manhood  and  learned  his  trade,  that  of 
a  machinist. 

The  parents  of  our  subject,  A.  and  Mary 
(Manny)  Marcel!  ns,  wore  also  natives  of  the  State 
of  New  York,  but  their  ancestors  were  originally 


fiom  Holland.  The  father  was  engaged  as  a  me¬ 
chanic  and  boat  manufacturer,  and  died  when  past 
middle  life.  Lie  and  bis  wife  were  the  parents  of 
thirteen  children,  Aaron  being  among  the  elder 
members  of  the  family.  The  latter  was  married  in 
his  native  county  to  Miss  Catherine  Chalmers,  who 
was  born  in  Upper  Canada,  October  28,  1832. 
Her  parents,  James  and  Helen  (Dixon)  Chalmers, 
were  natives  of  Scotland,  and  came  to  America  in 
1828  or  1829,  after  the  birth  of  their  first  child,  and 
lived  for  a  number  of  years  in  Canada.  After¬ 
wards,  about  1833,  they  removed  to  Loekport,  N.  Y., 
and  the  father  became  overseer  of  the  locks  on  the 
Erie  Canal,  holding  that  position  for  many  years. 
Later,  Mr.  Chalmers  settled  in  Amsterdam,  of 
that  State,  and  there  passed  the  remainder  of  his 
days,  his  death  occurring  in  1883.  He  was  by  trade 
a  stone  cutter  mul  was  a  skilled  workman.  His 
first  wife  died  in  Amsterdam,  N.  Y.,  when  a  com¬ 
paratively  young  woman,  and  his  second  marriage 
was  to  Miss  Mary  Burns,  a  native  of  Scotland.  The 
latter,  died  at  Amsterdam,  N.  Y.,  in  1888,  when 
eighty-three  years  of  age.  She  was  a  member  of 
the  Baptist  Church  for  more  than  fifty  years  and 
was  in  every  sense  a  true  Christian.  Mr*  Chalmers 
and  his  first  wife  were  also  active  members  of  the 
same  church. 

Mrs.  Marcel lus  was  the  second  of  five  children 
born  to  her  parents  and  was  hut  seven  years  of  age 
at  the  time  of  her  mother’s  death.  She  was  reared 
and  educated  principally  in  Amsterdam,  N.  Y., 
and  was  there  married  to  Mr.  Marcell  us.  In  1853, 
this  young  couple  came  to  Rockford,  and  Mr.  Mar¬ 
cellos,  being  a  practical  machinist,  was  engaged  for 
some  time  with  the  J.  P.  Manny  Reaper  Company. 
Later  lie  established  for  F.  H.  Manny  the  Rockford 
Bolt  Works.  A  num her  of  years  after  this,  lie  and 
L.  B.  Wilkins  became  sole  proprietors  of  the  busi¬ 
ness  and  he  was  thus  engage.'!  the  time  of  his 
death,  which  occurred  at  his  residence,  No.  304 
North  Main  Street,  on  Octobers,  1876.  He.  was  a 
quiet,  unassuming  man,  and  those,  who  knew  him 
best  loved  and  appreciated  him  most. 

After  her  husband’s  de",i>,  Mrs.  Marecllus  dis¬ 
posed  of  her  interest  in  the  bolt  works.  Her  beauti¬ 
ful  home,  on  Main  Street  is  filled  with  all  the  com¬ 
forts  and  conveniences  of  life  and  here  she  expects 
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to  pass  the  remainder  of  her  days.  She  is  the 
mother  of  one  son,  William  II.,  a  skilled  machinist, 
who  is  now  engaged  in  the  machine  department  of 
the  Rockford  Watch  Company.  Mrs.  Marcellus  has 
an  adopted  daughter,  Josephine,  and  a  niece,  Cor- 
rinne,  both  of  whom  make  their  home  with  her. 
All  attend  the  Christian  Union  Church. 

~  . 

K.  It.  A.  NORDERLING,  the  leading 
Swedish  physician  and  surgeon  of  Rock¬ 
ford,  was  born  on  the  23d  of  February, 
1857,  in  Greona,  Sweden,  and  is  a  son  of 
Gust  A.  Norderling,  who  died  in  his  native  land 
in  middle  life.  He  was  a  prominent  resident  of 
Grcenn,  where  his  wife  is  still  living  at  an  ad¬ 
vanced  age.  Three  of  the  brothers  of  our  subject 
had  graduated  from  the  high  schools  with  the  de¬ 
gree  of  A.  B.,  and  two  are  now  in  the  postal  ser¬ 
vice.  One  brother,  Henry,  is  in  business  in  Ran- 
toul,  III. 

The  Doctor  spent  the  days  of  his  boyhood  and 
youth  in  his  native  land  and  graduated  from  a 
college  of  pharmacy  in  Sweden  in  the  Class  of 
’75.  He  then  secured  a  position  as  drug  clerk  and 
was  thus  employed  until  his  emigration  to  the 
United  States.  After  his  arrival  in  this  country, 
he  joined  an  uncle,  Gust  Asholtz,  who  had  come 
to  this  country  about  half  a  century  before  and 
settled  in  the  South.  lie  became  the  owner  of  a 
plantation,  and  married  a  Southern  lady  who 
owned  a  number  of  slaves.  lie  afterward  entered 
the  Southern  army,  and  was  captured  and  held  in  a 
Northern  prison  until  peace  was  declared,  when  he 
returned  to  his  home,  but  most  of  his  property 
was  gone.  He  was  one  of  the  prominent  citizens  of 
Montgomery,  Ala.,  and  died  recently  at  quite  an 
advanced  age. 

On  coming  to  Rockford,  Dr.  Norderling  engaged 
in  the  drug  business  for  some  time,  and  while  thus 
employed,  prepared  himself  to  enter  the  College 
of  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  of  Chicago,  in  which 
be  became  a  student  in  1884.  After  pursuing  a 
three-years’  course,  he  was  graduated  in  the  Class 
of ’87,  receiving  his  diploma  on  his  thirtieth  birth¬ 
day.  He  then  came  to  Rockford  and  opened  an 


ollico,  continuing  practice  for  two  years,  when  he 
made  a  trip  to  the  Old  World  and  took  a  special 
course  of  medical  study  in  the  schools  or  Paris, 
Vienna,  and  Stockholm,  Sweden.  After  a  year 
spent  in  Europe,  ho  returned  to  tho  United  States 
and  has  since  been  successfully  engaged  in  practice 
in  this  city.  Tho  excellent  course  of  instruction 
which  he  has  received  is  shown  in  his  work,  and 
he  enjoys  a  woll-dcsorved  reputation  for  skill  and 
ability.  The  Doctor  is  not  only  well  versed  in  his 
profession,  but  is  a  highly  educated  man  in  other 
directions.  In  tho  colleges  of  his  native  land  he 
studied  Latin,  Greek  and  French,  and  is  conversant 
with  those  languages,  as  well  as  tho  Swedish  and 
English  tongues.  His  library  is  very  largo  and 
contains  many  of  the  works  of  tho  best-known 
authors. 

In  Paxton,  Ill.,  tho  Doctor  led  to  the  marriage 
altar  Miss  Lindia  Nelson,  who  was  born  in  Ithaca, 
Ind.,  July  1.  1859,  and  when  a  young  lady  came 
•with  her  parents  to  Illinois.  Her  father,  John 
Nelson,  made  a  fortune  as  a  merchant,  and  he  and 
his  wife  are  now  living  retired.  They  are  both 
natives  of  Sweden.  Tho  Doctor  and  bis  wife  are 
among  the  leading  Swedish  people  of  this  city, 
rank  high  in  social  circles  and  have  many  acquaint¬ 
ances  and  warm  friends  in  tho  community.  In 
politics,  he  is  a  Republican.  A  well-informed  and 
cultured  man,  he  has  traveled  extensively,  seen 
much  of  the.  world  and  is  a  pleasant  and  genial 
companion.  He.  ranks  deservedly  high  among  his 
professional  brethren,  and  the  liberal  pationnge 
which  he  receives  is  a  just  tribute  to  his  merit. 

7  ~  •Kr:*:1:.--*  7 

JU|  ARCELLUS  G.  LEONARD,  one  of  the 

I  ill  early  settlors  of  Bolviderc,  was  horn  in 

I  IB  Gloversville,  Fulton  County,  N.  Y.,  May 
®  20,1824.  Bis  grandfather,  Josiah  Leonard, 

was  a  native  of  Massachusetts,  and  on  removing  to 
the  Empire  State,  located  in  Kingsboro,  Mont¬ 
gomery  County,  where  lie  purchased  a  large 
tract  of  land  and  engaged  in  farming  throughout 
the  remainder  of  his  life. 

Daniel  Leonard,  father  of  our  subject,  was  horn 
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in  the  B:iy  State,  and  was  one  of  the  early  glove 
and  mitten  manufacturers  of  Glovorsvillo,  N,  Y., 
and  one  of  the  originators  of  the  business  there. 
He  carried  on  operations  at  that  place  for  some 
time,  and  afterward  removed  to  St.  Johnsville, 
where  he  engaged  in  milling,  and  spent  the  last 
years  of  his  life  at  Gtoversville.  lie  wedded  Mary 
Potter,  a  native  of  Connecticut,  who  died  while 
visiting  in  Fulton,  Ill.  He  had  been  previously 
married  aud  Had  three  children:  Margaret,  Horace 
and  Frederick.  Seven  children  were  born  or-  the 
second  union:  Edward,  Polly,  Elizabeth,  Josiah, 
Anna,  Daniel  and  Marcellas  G, 

Our  subject  acquired  his  early  education  in  the 
public  schools  of  his  native  town.  When  lie  was 
a  lad  of  ten  years,  his  parents  removed  to  St, 
Johnsville,  N.  Y.,  where  lie  attended  school  quite 
steadily  until  seventeen  years  of  age,  when  he  en¬ 
tered  the  military  school  in  Oswego,  and,  on  com¬ 
pleting  a  course  there,  engaged  in  teaching  in 
Oswego  County  until  1846,  which  year  witnessed 
his  emigration  to  Illinois,  lie  chose  as  the  scene 
of  his  future  labors  the  town  of  Belvklere,  then 
a  small  place  of  about  one  thousand  inhabitants. 
The  surrounding  country  was  but  little  improved, 
and  he  secured  forty  acres  of  Government  land  in 
Boone  County.  There  were  no  railroads  here,  and 
all  goods  were  hauled  from  Chicago,  where  the 
farmers  marketed  all  their  produce.  Mr,  Leonard 
embarked  in  the  mercantile  business  in  Bolvidere, 
keeping  a  general  .store,  and  continued  operations 
in  that  line  for  five  years,  when  lie  turned  his  at¬ 
tention  to  dealing  in  real  estate  aud  grain,  the  in¬ 
surance  business  and  banking.  During  the  war,  ho 
also  established  a  glove  and  mitten  factory,  which 
he  operated  in  addition  to  his  other  business  inter¬ 
ests  for  some  years.  For  forty  years,  he  has  been 
engaged  in  buying  and  shipping  grain,  and,  in  ad¬ 
dition  to  this,  for  the  post  few  years  has  dealt  in 
coal. 

An  important  event  in  the.  life  of  Mr.  Leonard 
occurred  September  27,  1817,  when  lie  was  joined 
in  wedlock  with  Mary  Root,  a  native  of  Burling¬ 
ton,  Yrt.,  and  a  daughter  of  Silas  Root.  They  be¬ 
came  the  parents  of  two  children,  but  both  are  now 
deceased.  Mary  Gertrude  died  on  the  10th  of 
October,  1864;  and  Jessie  died  two  days  later.  The 


mother  was  also  called  to  her  final  rest  July  22, 
1886.  She  was  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church,  to  which  Mr.  Leonard  also  belongs,  In 
politics,  he  is  a  Republican  and  has  served  as  a 
member  of  the  Common  Council.  From  an  hum¬ 
ble  position  he  has  worked  his  way  upward  to  one 
of  affluence,  and  has  now  a  good  business  which 
yields  him  a  comfortable  competence. 


BENJAMIN  F.  ANDERSON  has  derived  a 
comfortable  income  from  bis  farming  oper¬ 
ations,  which  be  carries  on  successfully  in 
'is?'  this  section.  Ilia  birth  occurred  September 
19,  1843,  in  Warren  County,  N,  J.,  where  also  bis 
father,  Henry,  and  grandfather,  Daniel  Anderson, 
were  bom.  The  great-grandfather  of  our  subject, 
Jacob  Anderson,  was  a  Captain  in  the  Revolution¬ 
ary  War,  and  spent  his  entire  life  in  New  Jersey, 
of  which  State  he  was  a  native. 

Daniel  Anderson  was  a  farmer  in  Hunterdon 
County,  where  he  spent  his  entire  life.  The  father 
of  our  subject  learned  the  trade  of  a  blacksmith 
which  he  followed  in  Warren  County  for  a  time, 
and  then  removing  to  Hunterdon  County  pros¬ 
ecuted  his  trade  in  a  place  called  Union.  Later, 
removing  to  Morris  County,  he  purchased  a  farm 
near  the  locality  known  as  Drakcstown,  and  was 
engaged  in  cultivating  his  place  until  his  death  in 
1869.  His  wife  prior  to  her  marriage  was  Margaret 
Frills;  she  was  born  in  Hunterdon  Comity  and  died 
on  the  home  farm  about  1862.  Mrs.  Anderson  was 
a  daughter  of  Benjamin  Fritts  and  bore  her  hus¬ 
band  seven  children. 

The  original  of  this  sketch  was  live  years  old  when 
his  parents  removed  to  Morris  Comity,  where  he 
was  reared  and  where  he  resided  until  attaining 
his  majority.  He  then  began  life  for  himself  by 
working  out  on  farms  by  the  month,  and  in  1871 
came  to  Illinois,  where,  he  was  similarly  employed 
for  the  succeeding  five  years.  In  company  with 
his  father-in-law,  he  then  purchased  a  farm,  which 
is  his  present  ’property,  and  for  five  years  they 
were  engaged  in  its  cultivation,  when  our  subject, 
purchased  the  entire  amount,  which  includes  two 
hundred  acres. 
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Benjamin  F.  Anderson  -was  united  in  marriage, 
June  26,  1876,  to  Caroline  Bunn,  a  native  of  Hun¬ 
terdon  County,  N.  J.  ThV/iaciy  is  the  daughter  of 
John  E,  Bunn,  while  her  grandfather  bore  the  name 
of  Jacob.  The  latter-named  gentleman  was  also  a 
native  of  New  Jersey.  The  grandfather  </i  Mrs, 
Anderson  spent  his  entire  life  in  New /Jersey, 
where  her  father  was  also  married  and  made  his 
home  until  1856,  when  lie  came  to  Illinois  and  lo¬ 
cated  in  the  vicinity  of  Byron,  Ogle  County.  In 
1867,  he  came  to  Winnebago  County,  and  in  1876, 
as  before  stated,  purchased  a  farm  in  company  with 
his  son-in-law.  On  disposing  of  his  interest  in  the 
estate,  he  removed  to  Byron,  where  his  death  oc¬ 
curred  in  1889.  The  maiden  name  of  his  wife  was 
Sarah  Conover,  the  daughter  Of  William  and  Jane 
(Petty)  Conover.  Our  subject  and  his  wife  have 
two  cluldrem  Henry  and  Herbert.  Mrs.  Ander¬ 
son  is  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and, 
in  politics,  her  husband  is  a  Republican. 

DASON  J.  LOVEJOY,  who  was  engaged  in 
general  farming  on  sections  8  and  9,  Har¬ 
lem  Township,  is  numbered  among  the 
early  settlers  of  Winnebago  County,  and  is  well 
worthy  of  representation  in  this  volume;  He  was 
born  in  New  York  City,  August  8,  1818.  His 
grandfather,  Joshua  Lovejoy,  was  a  New  England 
farmer,  who  reared  four  sons  and  several  daugh¬ 
ters  and  died  in  Sanborn  ton,  N.  H.,  at  an  ad¬ 
vanced  age.  His  wife  survived  him  some  years 
and  spent  her  last  days  on  the  old  homestead  in 
New  Hampshire. 

Andrew  Lovejoy,  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Andover,  Mass.,  June  18,  1772,  and  mar¬ 
ried  Mary  Taylor,  who  was  bora  in  Sanbornton, 
N.  II.,  April  17,  1783,  and  was  a  daughter  of  Na¬ 
son  and  Sarah  Taylor.  Her  father  died  at  the  ago 
of  ninety  years,  and  her  mother  when  about  eighty 
years  of  age.  They  reared  two  sons  and  several 
daughters.  He  was  a  Royal  Arch  Mason,  a  well- 
educated  man  and  was  Deacon  in  the  Presby¬ 
terian  Church.  Andrew  Lovejoy  engaged  in  gen¬ 
eral  merchandising  in  New  Hampshire  until  our 
subject  was  nine  years  of  age,  when  he  removed 


with  his  family  to  Shipton,  Lower  Canada,  whore 
he  ran  a  branch  store.  Ho  also  manufactured  lum¬ 
ber  and  pearl  ash  and  there  did  business  for  twelve 
years,  when  he  took  a  trip  to  New  York  and  then 
with  his  son  came  to  Rockford,  III.,  -where  they 
arrived  February  12,  1837.  They  first  settled  on 
a  claim  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  in  Harlem 
Township,  upon  which  our  subject’s  son  now  re¬ 
sides.  They  built  a  log  cabin  and  by  the  follow¬ 
ing  spring  were  ready  for  the  reception  of  the 
family,  who  thou  joined  them.  The  mother  died 
in  Harlem  Township,  October,  1, 1840,  at  tho  age 
of  fifty-seven  years.  Mr.  Lovejoy  passed  away, 
April  15,  1856,  having  survived  his  wife  sixteen 
years.  He  was  a  well-known  and  prominent  citi¬ 
zen  of  this  community.  They  had  a  family  of 
nine  children,  all  of  whom  grew  to  mature  years 
and  became  heads  of  families:  Marcia,  horn  in 
New  Hampshire  In  1802;  .Hannah,  March  18, 1801; 
Lucia,  March  21,  1806;  Andrew  J.,  March  1,  18)0; 
Charles  Henry,  March  5, 1812;  Mary,  April  9, 18H; 
Sarah  Ann,  in  Boston,  Mass.,  December  25,  1815; 
Nason  J.,  in  New  York  in  1818;  Sophia  Bill,  in  San¬ 
bornton,  N.  H.,  May  25,  1823.  Only  two  are  now 
living,  our  subject  and  Mary,  widow  of  T.  A.  Per¬ 
kins,  who  for  many  years  was  a  physician  of  Taze¬ 
well  County,  HI. 

Mr.  Lovejoy  of  this  sketch  came  with  his  father 
to  this  county  when  a  young  man  of  nineteen 
years  and  has  since  been  idea  tided  with  tho  history 
of  this  community.  He  was  married  in  Tazewell 
County,  March  17,  1845,  to  Harriot  E.  Platt,  a  na¬ 
tive  of  Connecticut,  who  in  1835  came  West  with 
her  parents.  She  died  in  Harlem,  Jftno  22,  1866,  at 
the  age  of  forty-one  years.  Five  sons  and  four 
daughters  were  bora  of  thoir  union,  of  whom  six 
survive  their  mother,  Andrew  James,  born  De¬ 
cember  5, 1845;  Leslie  Augustus,  December  2, 1817; 
Mary,  March  3,  1850;  Nathan  Taylor,  April  28, 
1852;  Emily  Annette,  May  5,  1853;  and  Henry 
Stillman,  April  4,  1865.  Mr.  Lovejoy  was  again 
married,  in  Harlem  Township,  September  24, 1867, 
Ills  second  union  being  with  Miss  Louise  It,  Wood, 
a  native  of  Maine,  and  a  daughter  of  John  and 
Mary  (Patton)  Wood,  who  removed  from  Maine 
to  Roseoe  in  the  summer  of  1850.  Thoir  family 
of  eleven  children  have  ail  passed  away  except 
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Mrs.  Love  joy  and  her  brother,  G.  A.  Wood,  of 
Roscoo. 

Mr.  Lovejoy  has  served  his  Township  as  Super¬ 
visor  for  three  terms  and  was  Township  Treasurer 
for  eighteen  years,  His  long  continued  service 
shows  the  confidence  reposed  in  him  by  his  fellow- 
citizens  and  his  faithfulness  to  that  trust.  In 
polities,  ho  was  formerly  a  supporter  of  Republi¬ 
can  principles  hut  now  votes  with  the  Prohibition 
party.  Ho  is  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Church 
and  has  lived  an  upright  life,  winning  the  high 
esteem  of  all  with  whom  he  has  been  brought  in 
contact. 


ffcjsv.  David  McDonald  o’ farrell, 

Pu  11  ow  residing  in  Winnebago,  was  born  De- 
comber  15,  1809,  in  Pompey,  Onondaga 
^  County,  N.  Y,  William  O’ Farrell,  his  father, 
was  a  native  of  the  same  State,  and,  being  left  an 
orphan  when  an  infant,  was  adopted  into  the  fam¬ 
ily  of  a  lady  who  bore  the  name  of  McDonald. 
She  later  married  a  Mr.  Parmalee,  residing  near 
Romo,  N.  Y. 

Tile  father  of  our  subject  learned  the  trade  of  a 
shoemaker,  and  after  his  marriage  resided  for  a 
few  years  in  Pompey,  and  later  removed  to  Spaf- 
ford.  There  he  purchased  one  hundred  acres  of 
heavily-timbered  land,  from  which  he  cleared  a 
farm,  and  there  resided  until  his  decease,  December, 
1868,  when  in  his  seventy-eighth  year.  The 
mother  of  our  subject  in  those  early  days  carded 
and  spun  wool  and  (lax,  and  thus  dressed  her  chil¬ 
dren  in  homespun  material.  She  bore  the  maiden 
name  of  Dina  Turbusb,  and  was  born  iu  Dutchess 
County.  She  was  the  mother  of  ten  children,  and 
departed  this  life  on  the  home  farm  in  the  town 
of  Spafford. 

The  brothers  and  sisters  of  our  subject  wore 
named  respectively:  Jeremiah,  Francis  A.,  William 
Me.,  John  W.,  Eliiiuo,  Maria,  Catherine,  Cornoiia 
and  Henry  T.  David,  of  this  sketch,  received  Iris 
education  in  the  pioneer  schools  of  Onondaga 
County,  and  assisted  the  father  in  performing  the 
farm  duties  until  sixteen  years  old,  when  ho  com¬ 
menced  to  learn  the  trade  of  a  carriage-maker  in 


Preble,  Cortland  County,  completing  his  apprentice¬ 
ship  at  Amber,  Onondaga  County.  He  did  “jour” 
work  for  a  time,  and  when  twenty-two  years  of  age 
attended  school  during  the  winter  months,  and, 
later  took  a  year’s  course  at  the  Cazenovia  Semin¬ 
ary.  He  abandoned  his  studies  for  six  months  on 
account  of  ill-liealth,  and  on  again  resuming  them 
entered  Genesee  Wesleyan  Seminary,  where  he  re¬ 
mained  for  nine  months. 

Mr.  O’Farrell  was  then  engaged  m  teaching  and 
(  in  working  at  his  trade  until  1836,  wlien  he  joined 
the  Oneida  Annual  Conference.  He  was  licensed 
as  a  Jocal  preacher  while  at  the  Genesee  Wesleyan 
Seminary,  was  ordained  Deacon  in  1838,  at  Itliaca, 
and  Elder,  in  1840,  at  Cazenovia.  He  preached  in 
different  places  in  New  York  State  for  fifteen 
years,  hut  on  account  of  ill-health  was  compelled 
to  abandon  the  ministry  and  purchase  a  farm  of 
fifteen  acres,  adjoining  his  father’s  estate  in  the 
town  of  Spafford,  and  there  engage  in  fanning. 
To  this  he  added  from  time  to  time  until  in  1863 
he  had  seventy-eight  acres. 

In  the  year  above  named,  Rev.  David  0 ’Farrell 
disposed  of  his  interests  in  the  Empire  State,  and, 
coming  to  Illinois,  purchased  his  present  home  in 
Winnebago  County.  September  4,  1836,  lie  ivas 
married  to  Adeline  Whitney7,  whose  birth  occurred 
•  in  New  York,  January7 11,  1812.  She  was  a  daugh¬ 
ter  of  William  and  CJarinda  (French)  Whitney7, 
and  departed  this  life  July  2,  1879.  Our  subject  is 
the  father  of  three  children  by  this  marriage: 
Adeline  E.,  the  wife  of  Henzes  Stebbins;  William 
M.  and  Noah  P.  He  has  also  thirteen  grandchildren 
living.  The  second  marriage  of  our  subject  oc¬ 
curred  in  1880,  at  which  time  Eunice  J.  (Shedd) 
Hudson  became  his  wife.  She  was  born  in  Sar¬ 
dinia,  Erie  County7,  N,  Y.,  August  14,  1826,  and 
was  a  daughter  of  Andrew  W.  and  Emily7  (Harris) 
Shedd,  and  the  widow  of  Richmond  L.  Hudson. 

Mrs.  0 'Farrell’s  father  was  a  native  of  Vermont, 
and  when  a  young  man  removed  to  Erie  County,  N. 
Y.,  where  lie  bought  a  tract  of  timber-land  from 
the  Holland  Purchase  Company.  There  lie  cleared 
a  farm  in  the  wilderness,  erected  a  good  set  of 
frame  buildings  and  resided  until  his  decease,  in 
1882,  at  the  advanced  age  of  ninety-two  years. 
His  wife,  who  was  a  native  of  the  Empire  State, 
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died  two  years  previously,  when  in  her  eighty- 
second  year.  Mrs.  0 ’Farrell  was  first  married,  in 
1850,  to  Richmond  Hudson,  immediately  after 
which  she  came  to  Winnebago  County,  where  Mr. 
Hudson  had  purchased  property  in  1842.  He  was 
also  the  owner  of  land  at  Westfield  Corners,  but 
on  selling  that  property  purchased  a  farm  about 
one-half  mile  southwest  of  the  village,  where  he 
was  engaged  in  farming  until  his  death  in  1868. 
The  son  born  of  this  marriage,  Frederick  Hudson, 
is  a  graduate  of  the  Cleveland  (Ohio)  Medical 
College,  and  is  engaged  in  the  practice  of  his  pro¬ 
fession  at  Hoosick  Falls,  N.  Y. 

On  an  accompanying  page  is  a  portrait  of  Rev. 
Mr.  O’Farrell.  He  is  a  man  of  broad  intelligence, 
and  maintains  a  deep  interest  in  the  welfare  of  the 
community.  While  residing  in  Spafford,  N.  Y.,  he 
was  elected  Justice  of  the  Peace  three  times,  the 
last  time  being  chosen  by  the  unanimous  vote  of 
the  people.  He  was  for  many  years  an  adherent 
of  the  Republican  party,  but  is  now  a  stanch  Pro¬ 
hibitionist. 

:  ;  •  -tt . 

©LAUDIUS  B.  RICHARDSON,  a  retired  far¬ 
mer  residing  at  No.  308  South  Winnebago 
Street,  Rockford,  was  for  twenty-four 
years  the  occupant  of  a  finely  improved  farm  on 
section  16,  Rockton  Township,  and  was  known  a» 
one  of  the  progressive  agriculturists  of  Winne¬ 
bago  County.  He  was  born  in  St.  Lawrence 
County,  N.  Y.,  December  24,  1888,  and  is  the  son 
of  William  and  Sabina  (Parker)  Richardson.  His 
father,  who  was  born  in  Massachusetts  in  1780, 
was  reared  to  the  vocation  of  a  farmer  and  in  his 
early  manhood  rtfrnoved  from  the  Bay  State  to 
New  York,  where  he  purchased  one  hundred  acres 
of  timber  land.  He  was  three  times  married,  his 
third  wife  being  the  mother  of  Claudius  B. 

In  1855,  the  Richardson  family  started  on  the 
Westward  journey  from  the  Empire  State,  coming 
from  Ogdensburg  to  Racine  on  a  steam  propeller, 
and  thence  proceeding  by  stage  to  Rockton.  The 
father  purchased  two  farms  in  Winnebago  County, 
one  consisting  of  eighty  acres  in  Rockton  Township! 
and  the  other  comprising  one  hundred  and  sixty 


!  acres  in  Slurland  Township.  He  settled  on  the  Rock¬ 
ton  farm  and  later  sold  tho  other  place  and  bought 
a  homo  in  the  village  of  Roolcton,  where  he  died 
in  tho  prime  of  life.  His  widow  survived  until 
1889,  and  attained  to  the  advanced  age  of  eighty- 
six  years.  Their  children  were:  Henry,  Claudius 
R.,  Amanda  and  Oscar, 

Tho  oldest  child,  Henry,  had  a  passion  for  ad¬ 
venture  and  when  about  sixteen  ran  away  from 
home,  shipping  on  board  a  revenue  cutter,  whore 
he  remained  two  years.  Soon  after  his  honorable 
discharge,  lie  shipped  as  a  sailor  and  was  before 
the  mast  a  number  of  years  but  was  afterward  pro- 
moted  from  time  to  timo  until  ho  was  Captain. 
During  one  of  his  voyages,  ho  sailed  to  Chinn,  re¬ 
turning  via  Cape  Horn,  and  in  1854  crossed  the 
plains  to  California,  lie  was  a  man  whose  travels 
extended  to  almost  every  portion  of  tho  habitable 
earth,  and  his/itind  of  information  was  inexhaust¬ 
ible.  His  death  occurred  in  Chicago  in  1861. 

Claudius  B.  Richardson  was  also  fond  of  travel 
and  made  five  trips  to  California,  going  across  flic 
plains  and  returning  via  tho  Isthmus  of  Panama. 
His  first  journey  to  the  Pacific  coast  was  made  in 
1859,  and  the  l$at  trip  in  1864,  while  tho  longest 
sojourn  tiict,,. eighteen  months.  His  marriage, 
on  New  YeafVbay,  1864,  united  him  with  Emroy 
Gray,  daughter  of  James  L.  and , ‘Sarah  I.  (Mitchell) 
Gray.  Mrs.  Richardson  was  born  in  Vermont, 
whence  she  accompanied  her  parents  to  Rockton 
in'. September,  1852,  at  the  age  of  nine  yours. 
She  was  one  of  three  children,  her  sister,  Gertrude 
D.,  dying  in  infancy,  and  her  brother,  Henry  M„ 
dying  in  Fayetteville,  Ark.,  as  thorosultof  a  wound 
received  while  in  tho  service.  He  enlisted  in  Com¬ 
pany  E,  Thirty-seventh  Illinois  infantry,  at  Meu- 
dota,  Ill.,  and  served  ‘b":.  as  a  private  and  after¬ 
ward  as  an  Orderly,  u  ;td  the  battle  of  Prairie 
Grove,  Ark.,  where  ho  was  mortally  wounded.  lie 
was  an  only  son,  hones),  and  upright,  and  the 
pride  of  his  parents  who  deeply  mourned  his  death. 
Soon  after  his  decease,  his  mother  died,  at  the  age 
of  fifty-four  years. 

Mr.  Gray  afterward  married  again,  his  wife 
being  Francos  A.  Locke,  who  still  resides  in  Rock¬ 
ford.  Ilis  death  occurred  in  May  1888,  at  the 
age  of  seventy-two  3roars,  and  his  largo  properly 
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mis  willed  to  Ids  only  daughter,  who  is  adminis¬ 
tratrix.  Mrs.  Richardson  is  a  quiet,  true  and  tal¬ 
ented  lady,  and  prior  to  her  marriage  engaged 
for  a  time  in  teaching.  She  is  a  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  has  decided 
opinions  on  all  the  important  questions  of  the 
age.  She  is  firm  in  her  support  of  Prohibition  and 
will  not  rent  out  any  of  her  stores  either  in  Rock- 
ton  or  Rockford  for  the  use  of  the  liquor  traffic, 
even  though  she  might  thereby  receive  largo  ren¬ 
tals. 

.Since  their  marriage,  'Mr.  and  Mrs.  Richardson 
have  lesided  mostly  on  their  farm  in  Rockton 
Township,  although  they  kept  a  hotel  in  Rockton 
for  one  year.  A  short  time  since  they  located  in 
Rockford,  where  they  expect  to  spend  their  re¬ 
maining  years.  They  have  three  children:  Henry 
Cray;  Nellie,  the  wife  of  Edgar  Austin,  of  Shirland 
Township,  and  Sarah,  who  married  William  Scars, 
of  Rockford.  Mr.  Richardson  owns  a  farm  of 
three  hundred  and  twenty  acres  in  Buena  Vista 
County, Iowa,  upon  which  ho  has  expended  consid¬ 
erable  money  and  lias  made  many  valuable  im¬ 
provements.  Ho  still  owns  the  Rockton  Township 
farm  of  two  hundred  and  sixty -three  acres,  and  his 
large  possessions  represent  his  labor  and  judgment 
in  business  transactions  through  many  years. 
While  he  has  gained  material  success,  he  has  never 
stooped  to  deceit  in  order  to  enlarge  his  fortune, 
but  has  been  so  upright,  so  conscientious  and  so 
honorable  In  the  accumulation  of  a  competency, 
and  so  generous  in  its  distribution,  that  he  has 
won  a  warm  place  in  the  confidence  of  his  fellow- 
men. 

OL,  A.  LUNBEN,  brick  mason  of  Rockford, 
is  a  thorough-going,  persevering  and  en¬ 
terprising  business  man,  and  is  eminently 
deserving  of  all  business  success,  lie  lias 
been  a  resident  of  Rockford  since  the  year  1870, 
has  followed  his  trade  as  brick  and  mason  me¬ 
chanic  from  that  time  up  to  the  present,  and  by 
his  honorable  and  reliable  business  methods  has 
been  unusually  successful,  lie  owns  a  most  beau¬ 
tiful  residence  at  No.  UK)  Charles  Street,  and  this 


bears  every  evidence  of  the  taste  and  culture  of  its 
inmates. 

Mr.  Lunden  is  a  Director  and  stockholder  in  the 
Palace  Folding  Bed  Company,  is  also  interested  in 
Other  enterprises  of  the  city,  and  takes  an  active 
part  in  all  movements  for  the  growth  and  prosper¬ 
ity  of  this  thriving  city.  Like  the  majority  of  the 
residents  of  Rockford,  Mr.  Lunden  is  a  Swede,  and 
has  inherited  all  the  sturdy  traits  of  character  of 
that  class  of  people.  He  was  born  in  Elsboro  Lan, 
Wester  Gothland  Province,  on  January  12,  1853, 
and  his  early  life  was  passed  in  much  the  usual 
manner  of  boys  of  that  country,  in  getting  a  good 
practical  education  and  learning  a  trade.  Mr. 
Lunden  seemed  to  have  a  natural  talent  for  brick 
and  mason  contracting  and  was  three  years  in  per¬ 
fecting  himself  in  this  line  of  business.  Many  of 
his  countrymen  had  crossed  the  ocean  to  America, 
and  young  Lunden  was  filled  with  a  desire  to  make 
his  future  home  in  this  country.  He  has  since  been 
joined  by  his  sister  Mina,,  who  is  now  the  wife  of 
Mr.  Lindquist,  of  Rockford,  but  our  subject  was 
the  first  of  his  kinsmen  to  settle  here. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  John  Peterson,  has 
always  followed  agricultural  pursuits  in  his  native 
country  and  is  prosperous  and  contented.  He  is 
now  seven t3r-six  years  of  age  and  is  a  devout  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Lutheran  Church.  His  wife  received  her 
final  summons  in  Sweden  in  1869,  when  about 
middle  age.  She  was  also  a  member  of  the  Luth¬ 
eran  Church.  Five  children  were  the  fruit  of 
this  union  and  all  are  living  and  fairly  prosperous. 

Anna  J.  Peterson  was  the  maiden  name  of 
the  lady  whom  our  subject  wedded  in  Rockford, 
and  she  is  also  a  native  of  Wester  Gothland  Prov¬ 
ince,  Sweden,  born  December  15,  1852,  She  at¬ 
tained  her  growth  and  received  a  good  practical 
education  in  her  native  country,  where  she  re¬ 
mained  until  coming  to  the  United  States,  in  1873. 
She  was  one  of  five  children  born  to  Peter  and 
Mavgaretta  (Larson)  Larson,  the  parents  natives 
of  Wester  Gothland  Province,  Sweden,  where  the 
father  is  still  living.  He  is  an  aged  man,  hav¬ 
ing  passed  the  seventieth  milestone,  but  he  holds 
his  years  very  well.  His  wife  died  there  a  num¬ 
ber  of  years  ago.  Both  were  prominent  Lutherans 
in  their  religious  belief.  Mrs.  Lunden  was  the 
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only  one  of  the  family  to  come  to  the  States.  She 
and  her  husband,  our  subject,  are  also  members  of 
the  Lutheran  Church.  He  is  a  Republican  in  poli¬ 
tics.  They  are  the  pavontsof  five  children;  Oscar 
15.,  Alga,  Alexe$,  Victor  II.,  and  Bertha. 

MLLXAM  G.  WOODRUFF  is  a  fair  speoi- 
WM!  lllCn  of  n  SUCGessHd  farmer  who  has  gained 
W^i/  a  competence  by  zealous  and  well-directed 
efforts,  and  at  the  present  time  is  living  retired  in 
the  village  of  Pecatonica.  Helms  one  of  the  most 
beautiful  homes  in  the  place,  whore  his  excellent 
business  traits  and  well-trained  mind  liavo  placed 
him  in  the  front  ranks  of  its  best  citizens,  lie 
was  born  in  New  Marlboro,  Mass.,  September  2, 
1819,  and  is  a  son  of  John  L.,  Jr.,  and  Hannah 
(Sanford)  Woodruff. 

The  paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject,  John 
L.  Woodruff,  Sr.,  was  born  in  Watertown,  Conn., 
and  spent  his  last  days  in  Massachusetts.  The 
San  fords  were  also  natives  of  the  Nutmeg  State. 
One  of  that  name,  Elisha  Sanford,  participated  in 
the  War  of  1812,  and  was  a  pensioner  of  the  Gov¬ 
ernment.  Grandmother  Sanford  in  her  maidenhood 
was  Hannah  Treat,  a  native  of  England. 

He  of  whom  we  write  was  the  youngest  in  a 
family  of  ten  children,  and  when  thirteen  years  of 
age  left  home  aud  engaged  to  work  on  a  farm  for 
$3.50  per  month.  Two  years  later,  he  returned 
homo  and  assisted  his  father  in  operating  the  estate 
until  nineteen  years  of  age;  at  the  end  of  that 
time  ho  embarked  on  a  steamboat  as  deck  hand  for 
a  year  aud  later  worked  in  a  sawmill  for  $13  per 
month. 

In  1840,  he  of  whom  we  write  came  to  Illinois, 
and,  locating  in  Carroll  County,  worked  by  the 
month  until  his  marriage,  March  8,  1812,  to  Miss 
Mary  C.  Tucker.  The  lady  was  born  April  30, 
1821,  in  Newfield,  Tompkins  County,  N,  Y.,  aud 
is  the  daughter  of  Calvin  and  Mercy  A.  (Rice) 
Tucker,  the  former  of  whom  was  born  in  Halifax, 
Vfc.,  February  21,  1792.  Ho  came  to  Carroll 
County,  Ill.,  in  1840,  and,  purchasing  a  home  near 
Elkhorn  Grove,  was  Postmaster  there  for  fifteen 
years,  in  addition  to  the  duties  of  which  office  ho 


carried  on  his •  trade  of  a  blacksmith  until  18ii(). 
His  decease  occurred  on  the  old  farm  February  1(1, 
1882,  and  ho  loft  a  family  of  eight  children,  live  of 
whom  are  yet  living.  Ko  far  as  is  known,  the 
Tuckers  were  all  agriculturists. 

The  mother  of  Mrs.  Woodruff  was  bom  in 
Providence,  R.  I.,  November  15,  1798,  and  was  the 
daughter  of  Wanton  Rice,  who  was  Captain  in  the 
War  of  1812.  She  died  October  8,  1878,  and  her 
father  passed  away  in  his  eightieth  year.  The 
maternal  grandmother  of  our  subject  was  Mercy 
Garner  and  many  of  her  uncles  were  seafaring 
men.  The  father  of  our  subject  was  born  Decem¬ 
ber  4,  1789,  in  Walerbury,  N.  Y.,  and  his  wife  had 
her  birth  October  25,  of  the  same  year.  They  were 
married  November  22,  1801, aud  died  respectively 
in  1873,  and  1871. 

The  four  children  boro  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wood¬ 
ruff  are  Harriet  E.,  whoso  birth  occurred  March 
22,  1843,  and  who  died  March  11,  J856;  Frances 
A.,  who  was  bom  December  24,  1845,  died  AugiM 
8,  1874;  Emily  G,  born  April  9,  1850,  remains  at 
home,  and  a  babe  whose  decease  occurred  July  t», 
1852  After  his  marriage,  Mr.  Woodruff  continued 
to  rostdo  in  Carroll  County,  where  he  operated 
[  rented  land  for  three  years.  In  1816,1m  went  to 
Boone  County,  where  ho  remained  for  six  months, 
and  soiling  out  his  small  farm  there  removed  to 
Stephenson  County,  where  he  entered  a  tract  of 
forty  acres  front  the  Government,  to  which  he 
added  one  hundred  and  thirty  acres  and  there  re¬ 
sided  until  1881,  a  period  of  thirty-five  years.  Mr. 
Woodruff,  disposing  of  that  property,  purchased  Ids 
present  home  in  Pecatonica,  where  lie  1ms  since 
lived  retired. 

During  the  early  days  in  this  county  our  sub¬ 
ject  cernombera  having  driven  hogs  to  the  Galena 
market,  which  he  sold  for  ton  shillings  per  hun¬ 
dred  pounds,  and  then  had  to  pay  for  half  iff 
dressing.  lie  sold  wheat  from  thirty-seven  cents 
to  ninety-eight  cents  a  bushel  in  Chicago,  after 
having  hauled  it  a  distance  of  one  hundred  and 
twenty  miles.  lie,  had  the  misfortune  to  !om>  Ids 
first  team  of  horses  by  drowning  and  had  not  a 
dollar  with  which  to  purchase  another.  lie  was 
given  credit  for  an  outfit,  however,  and  was  soon 
enabled  to  pay  for  it,  He  did  the  most  of  his 
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trading  at  Savanna  in  the  early  days,  and  often 
drove  ten  or  fifteen  miles  before  seeing  a  house. 
He  purchased  his  first  now  wagon  by  paying  ono- 
lmlf  cash  and  the  balance  in  corn  at  twelve  cents  a 
bushel. 

Mr.  Woodruff  upholds  the  policy  of  the  Republi¬ 
can  party,  having  cast  his  first  vote  for  William 
Henry  Harrison.  He  is  a  member  in  good  stand¬ 
ing  of  the  Congregational  Church,  while  his  good 
wife  is  a  communicant  of  the  Baptist  denomina¬ 
tion.  Personally,  Mr.  Woodruff  is  looked  upon  as 
one  of  tire  leading  men  of  the  township.  He  is 
progressive,  liberal  and  public-spirited  and  his  ca¬ 
reer  is  indicative  of  the  esteem  and  confidence 
with  which  he  is  regarded  by  his  fellow-citizens. 

On  March  8, 1832,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Woodruff  cele¬ 
brated  their  golden  wedding.  AU  the  children  were 
in  attendance,  in  addition  to  many  friends  and  ac¬ 
quaintances.  They  were  the  recipients  of  many 
useful  presents. 


J'-'OII.N  P.  PKTTENGILL.  A  high  place 
among  the  farmers  of  Winnebago  County 
must  be  accorded  to  the  gentleman  whose 
portrait  accompanies  this  sketch,  and  who 
has  made  a  fortune  by  hard  labor,  prudent  econ¬ 
omy  and  business  shrewdness.  lie  is  at  present 
occupying  a  line  homestead  in  Durand  Township 
and  has  always  managed  his  affairs  in  a  thor¬ 
oughly  business-like  manner,  evincing  remarkable 
discernment  and,  discretion. 

A  native  of  Massachusetts,  and  the  son  of  James 
and  Betsey  (AverilJ)  Petlongili,  our  subject  was 
bom  in  Boxford,  February  23, 1813.  His  parents, 
who  were  well-to-do,  wore  natives  respectively  of 
Now  Hampshire  and  Massachusetts.  Two  brothers 
originally  came  from  England  in  an  early  day 
and  settled  in  Maine,  one  of  whom,  Enoch,  had  a 
large  family  of  sons,  from  whom  the  Pettengills 
in  the  United  States  arc  descended. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  a  farmer,  and  in 
an  early  day  moved  to  Ohio,  where  He  was  taken 
sick,  and,  becoming  very  much  discouraged,  de¬ 
cided  to  return  to  his  native  State.  Being  very 
41 
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poor,  ho  was  only  enabled  to  get  as  far  as  Buffalo, 
which  was  then  a  small  place,  and  there  remained 
for  several  years.  Finally  reaching  home,  lie  re¬ 
cuperated  Ills  health,  and  latei,  corning  to  Illinois, 
spent  the  remainder  of  his  life  at  the  home  of  our 
subject.  His  wif*  also  met  her  death  in  this  State 
while  residing  with  a  daughter. 

Six  children  comprised  the  parental  family: 
James,  who  was  born  December  21,  1811,  died 
while  en  route  across  the  plains  to  California; 
our  subject  was  the  second  in  order  of  birth; 
Eliza  Ann,  who  was  born  November  30,  1814, 
married  John  A.  Johnson  and  died  in  this  town¬ 
ship;  Warren;  who  was  bom  December  28,  1816, 
was  a  sailor  and  died  in  early  life;  George  A., 
who  was  born  August  19,  1820,  died  in  Durand 
in  March,  1890;  Ruby  Foster,  who  was  born  Au¬ 
gust  1,  1828,  is  now  Mrs.  Charles  Harvey,  of  Du¬ 
luth,  Minn. 

John  F.  PottengiU  was  quite  young  when  the 
family  removed  to  Ohio.  lie  spent  the  years 
from  eight  to  seventeen  in  Buffalo,  and  when  re¬ 
turning  to  Massachusetts  was  engaged  as  a  con¬ 
tractor  aud  builder.  In  March,  1837,  he  came  to 
Illinois,  and,  stopping  for  a  time  in  Chicago, 
worked  on  the  construction  of  the  canal  at  Joliet, 
Where  he  had  charge  of  a  number  of  teams.  In. 
May  of  the  above  year,  he  came  to  Winnebago 
County  and  purchased  a  claim  on  section  15,  Du¬ 
rand  Township,  for  which  he  paid  $100.  After 
putting  up  hay  for  his  cattle,  he  went  to  Fox 
River  and  was  employed  in  working  by  the 
month  for  a  time.  The  following  year  he  broke 
land  on  his  own  purchase  and  was  also  occupied 
in  that  kind  of  work  for  other  parties.  For  the 
next  three  seasons,  lie  was  engaged  in  teaming  in 
the  load  regions  with  four  yoke  of  cattle,  during 
which  time  he  made  about  $50  per  month. 

Our  subject  gives  his  entire  attention  to  fann¬ 
ing  pursuits  and  is  now  the  possessor  of  four  hun¬ 
dred  broad  acres,  all  of  which  he  has  placed  under 
excellent  tillage.  In  addition  to  his  farm  prop¬ 
erty,  he  owns  several  houses  and  lots  in  Durand, 
the  rental  of  winch  brings  him  in  a  handsome  in¬ 
come.  His  dwelling  is  a  very  large  structure, 
having  been  built  for  an  hotel  and  stores.  It  was 
erected  at  a  cost  of  $10,000,  and  occupies  a  front 
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rank  in  the  list  of  Winnebago  County’s  rural 
homes. 

For  the  past  forty  years,  Mr.  Pettcngill  lias 
acted  as  a  local  preacher  of  the  Methodist  Church. 
"With  his  estimable  wife,  he  is  honored  and  re¬ 
spected,  not  only  for  what  he  is  but  for  what  he 
has  done  to  promote  the  growth  of  the  county 
and  establish  its  material  prosperity.  In  early 
life  a  Whig,  he  now  votes  w*th  the  Prohibition 
party,  and  in  local  affairs  has  been  the  incum¬ 
bent  of  various  positions,  among  which  is  that  of 
Supervisor. 

The  lady  to  whom  our  subject  was  married  in 
January,  1842,  was  Miss  Maria  Judd;  she  departed 
this  life  in  February,  1870.  September  15,  1878, 
Mr.  Pettengill  was  united  to  Katie,  daughter  of 
the  Rev.  S.  and  Mary  Ann  (Jewel)  Ilelsby,  natives 
of  Maryland,  where  the  mother  died.  Mrs.  Pet¬ 
tengill  was  born  January  2,  1838,  in  Baltimore, 
that  State.  After  the  death  of  her  mother,  her 
father  married  Sarah  Ann  Ridgeway.  In  1859,  he 
came  West,  and  died  January  25,  1892,  in  Ga¬ 
lena,  Ill. 


ELISHA  A.  COOK.  Every  community  is 
bound  to  have  among  her  citizens  a  few 
men  of  recognized  influence  and  ability, 
who  by  their  systematic  and  careful,  thorough 
manner  of  work  attain  to  a  success  which  is  justly 
deserved.  Among  this  class  is  Elisha  A.  Cook,  a 
man  esteemed  to  be  a  prominent  and  substantial, 
as  well  as  progressive,  fanner  of  Bonus  Township. 
He  was  born  in  the  town  of  Lawrence,  Otsego 
County,  N.  Y,,  March  30,  1841,  and  his  parents, 
Chauncey  and  Lovina  (Andrews)  Cook,  were  na¬ 
tives  of  the  Excelsior  State  also.  The  parents  passed 
their  lives  in  their  native  State  and  died  in  Otsego 
County,  the  father  when  about  sixty-one  years  of 
age,  and  the  mother  at  the  age  of  thirty  years. 
Our  subject’s  paternal  grandparents,  Holden  and 
Ruth  (Joslyn)  Cook,  were  originally  from  Rhode 
Island,  but  died  in  Otsego  County,  N.  Y.,  at  the 
age  of  sixty-five  and  seventy -seven  years,  respect¬ 
ively.  They  were  the  parents  of  eight  children, 
all  now  deceased.  Holden  Cook  was  a  son  of 


Samuel  Cook,  also  a  native  of  Rhode  Island,  but 
who  received  his  final  summons  in  New  York  State, 
The  maternal  grandparents  of  our  subject,  Eloazor 
and  Daphme  (Goodale)  Andrews,  were  natives  of 
Vermont,  but  died  in  Onondaga  County,  N.  Y., 
when  quite  aged,  the  father  at  about  ninety-three 
years. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  roniained  with  his 
parents  until  twenty  .years  of  age,  and  then  enlisted 
at  Albany,  N,  Y.,  August  8,  1861,  in  Company  B, 
Forty-fourth  New  York  Regiment,  and  served  until 
November,  1862.  He  was  wounded  at  Malvern  Hill 
and  was  on  the  battle  field  for  a  week.  Afterward 
he  was  in  Libby  Prison,  and  after  getting  out  lie 
was  for  four  months  in  the  hospital,  lie  partici¬ 
pated  in  the  following  battles*.  Siege  of  York- 
town,  Hanover  Court  House,  Gaines’Mills,  Malvern 
Hill,  and  in  many  skirmishes,  lie  was  mustered 
out  at  Philadelphia  for  disability  on  the  26th  of 
November,  1862, and  returned  to  his  home  in  New 
York  State.  On  the  20tli  of  February,  1861,  lie 
came  to  Boone  County,  III,,  and  as  his  means  were 
limited  he  worked  by  the  month  for  three  years. 

On  the  18tli  of  February,  1866,  Mr.  Cook  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Sarah,  J.  Hoppon,  a 
native  of  Holman,  Dearborn  County,  Ind,,  born 
May  18,  1846.  Her  parents,  Reuben  and  Martha 
M..  (Givan)  Iloppen,  are  natives  of  Prospect,  New 
Haven  County,  Conn.,  and  Maryland,  and  now 
reside  near  our  subject  in  Bonus  Township,  Mis. 
Cook’s  mother  was  the  daughter  of  Joshua  Givan, 
who  was  also  a  native  of  Maryland,  but  who  died 
in  Dearborn  County,  Ind. 

After  his  marriage,  our  subject  worked  by  the 
month  for  a  year  and  then,  having  accumulated 
sufficient  means,  he  purchased  his  present  farm  of 
one  hundred  acres,  which  had  some  improvements 
on  it.  A  poor  man  at  the  outset,  Mr.  Cook  has 
worked  his  way  up  until  he  is  now*  in  the  enjoy¬ 
ment  of  a  comfortable  competency.  Ho  has  over 
taken  a  deep  interest  in  all  public  enterprises,  and, 
in  polities,  is  a  supporter  of  Republican  principles, 
casting  his  first  Presidential  vote  for  Grant.  He 
has  field  a  number  of  local  offices  in  the  county, 
and  for  years  has  been  a  member  of  the  Committee 
on  Highways,  also  a  member  of  the  School  Board. 
Socially,  ho  is  a  member  of  llurllmrt  Post,  G.  A.  11., 
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of  Bolviderc.  Mr,  Cook  is  of  English  ancestry, 
and  many  of  his  ancestors  wore  professional  men. 
One  of  his  uncles  was  a  Colonel  in  the  Civil  War, 
and  a  cousin  held  the  rank  of  Captain.  Grand¬ 
father  Holden  Cook  was  in  the  War  of  1812,  and 
the  ancestors  farther  back  were  in  the  Revolution¬ 
ary  War. 


ICIIARD  MOFFATT.  Perhaps  there  are 
jjWff  no  more  enterprising  residents  of  Winne- 
/liw,  bago  County  than  those  who,  like  our  sub- 
\^§)  jeot,  one  of  the  first-class  farmers  of  Shir- 
land  Township,  are  natives  of  this  county.  The 
father  of  our  subject,  George  M.  Moffatt,  was  born 
in  England,  December  11,  1819, and  was  brought  by 
his  parents  to  Canada  when  an  infant,  they  locating 
near  Kingston,  Canada.  At  the  age  of  twenty- 
eight,  lie  and  his  wife  came  to  Winnebago  County. 
The  grandfather  of  our  subject,  Richard  Moffatt, 
was  a  farmer  in  Canada,  where  his  decease  occurred 
at  an  advanced  age.  His  wife  bore  the  name  of 
Charlotte  Wood  and  reared  eleven  children.  One 
of  the  sons,  Peter,  who  was  six  feet  and  two  inches 
in  height  and  a  good  swimmer,  was  drowned  when 
a  young  man, 

The  mother  of  our  subject  was,  prior  to  her  mar¬ 
riage,  Lydia  M.  Ilieks,  born  July  18, 1826,  a  native 
of  Canada, where  she  mot  and  married  Mr.  Moffatt  at 
the  age  of  eighteen  years.  J  uly  6, 1846,  they  came 
to  Owen  Township,  Winnebago  County,  where 
they  entered  a  claim  of  Government  land  in  com¬ 
pany  with  Mrs.  Moffatt  *s  father.  They  occupied 
that  property  for  the  succeeding  four  or  live  years, 
when,  by  the  rascality  of  one  Dr,  Kellogg,  they  were 
compelled  to  leave  their  homo.  Mr.  Moffatt  then 
rented  land  for  six  years  and  then  again  occupied 
a  homo  with  his  father-in-law,  who  died  in  the 
spring  of  1865,  The  mother  of  Mrs.  Moffatt  passed 
away  April  12,  1859,  leaving  two  children.  Her 
sister  Zilpha  Mahala,  the  wife  of  Ilcnty  Harndon, 
now  resides  in  Nebraska. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Moffatt  lost  an  infant  son  in  Can¬ 
ada,  and  since  residing  in  Illinois  have  laid  away 
Sylvester  II.,  who  died  aged  two  years  and  three 
months,  and  Alfred  L,,  who  was  drowned  in  the  Pee- 


atonica  River,  July  11,  1886,  in  his  sixteen tli  year. 
He  was  a  bright  and  promising  young  man  and  his 
death  was  a  severe  blow  to  the  family.  The  chil¬ 
dren  living  are  Richard  N,,  George  K.,  Lydia  lb 
and  Mauford  M,  Mrs.  George  Moffatt,  mother  of 
our  subject,  departed  this  life,  April  27, 1888,  aged 
sixty-one  years,  nine  months  and  fourteen  days. 
The  family  are  descendants  of  wealthy  ancestors  in 
England. 

The  original  of  this  sketch  resided  with  his  par¬ 
ents  until  thirty-four  years  of  ago,  and  January  16, 
1881,  was  married  to  Miss  MauriUa  J.,  daughter  of 
Jonathan,  and  Hannah  P.  (Yadakin)  Todd,  natives 
of  New  Jersey  and  Pennsylvania,  respectively. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Todd  emigrated  from  New  Jersey  to 
this  State  in  1855,  when  Mrs.  Moffatt  was  six 
months  old.  The  father  died  in  Harrison  Town¬ 
ship,  this  county,  in  April,  1871,  leaving  his  widow 
with  four  children:  Milton  I.,  George  lb,  Daniel 
I),  and  Mrs.  Moffatt.  Mrs.  Todd  is  still  living  at 
the  age  of  seventy-two  years;  she  comes  of  a 
long-lived  race,  her  mother,  who  stilL  survives, 
being  ninety-four  years  of  age,  and  many  of  the 
latter's  sisters  are  in  the  nineties. 

— * - -i— 

¥>ILLIAM  G  GORDON,  a  resident  farmer 
of  Guilford  Township, Winnebago  County, 
owns  and  operates  a  Fine  farm  conveniently 
and  pleasantly  situated  on  section  30,  within  half 
a  mile  of  Rockford.  He  is  a  native  of  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  his  birth  having  occurred  in  Clearfield 
County,  November  13,  1828.  Ilis  father,  Patrick 
Gordon,  was  born  in  Ireland,  of  Scottish  parentage, 
was  reared  in  the  Emerald  Isle,  and  when  a  young 
man  went  to  England,  whence  he  came  to  America. 
Ho  was  married  in  Centre  County,  Pa,,  to  Elizabeth 
Cook,  who  was  born  in  Lancaster  County.  They 
afterward  removed  to  Clearfield  County,  where 
Mr,  Gordon  purchased  a  farm  of  one  hundred  and 
seven  acres,  aud  there  resided  until  1846,  when  he 
came  to  Illinois,  locating  in  Monroe  Township, 
Ogle  County,  where  he  secured  a  tract  of  Govern¬ 
ment  land.  His  death  occurred  in  November  of 
the  same  year.  Ills  wife  long  survived  him  and 
died  in  Ogle  County  at  a  ripe  old  age.  With  one 


920  PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  RIPCORD. 

exmrtta,,  .S  ot  her  »b»  «UMf»  *»»  »0  nntof.  Foulk,  tl.o  former  »  native  of  liorto  Comity  and 
years.  They  we  as  follows:  Thomas,  William  C.,  '■  the  latter  of  Lancaster  County,  la.  After  lus 
Arthur,  Margaret,  John,  James,  George  and  May.  marriage,  Mr.  Foulk  settled  In  Cumberland  County, 
We  now  take  up  the  personal  history  of  our  whence  ho  afterward  removed  to  Perry  County, 
subject,  who  was  reared  in  his  native  county,  and  and  in  1851  he  emigrated  to  Illinois.  For  some 
with  his  parents  he  came  to  Illinois.  The  journey  l  time  he  was  a  resident  of  Stephenson  County,  and 
was  made  by  team  and  canal  to  Pittsburg,  and  then  purchased  a  farm  on  the  dividing  line  between 

thence  down  the  Ohio  and  up  the  Mississippi  Ogle,  and  Do  Kalb  Counties,  where  he  resided  for  a 

Rivers.  He  here  began  working  by  the  month,  few  years.  On  selling  out,  ho  became  a  resident 

following  that  occupation  until  early  in  1852,  of  Black  Hawk  County,  Iowa,  where  ho  purchased 

when  he  made  preparations  to  go  to  California,  land  and  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  for  some 

He  made  the  journey  with  James  Riddle  and  his  years.  During  his  remaining  days  he  lived  a  re¬ 
wife,  leaving  Peru,  Ill.,  in  April  of  that  year.  tired  life  in  Waterloo,  Iowa,, his  death  occurring  in 

They  crossed  the  plains  and  at  length  arrived  at  1887.  Ilis  wife  was  called  to  her  final  rest  in  1888. 

their  destination.  The  only  white  people  living  Their  daughter  Mary  first  became  the  wife  of 

between  the  Missouri  River  and  California  were  Cadwallarder  Steele,  who  died  in  1854,  leaving  one 

the  missionaries  .and  soldiers,  and  the  Mormons,  at  son,  Frank  I\,  now  a  resident  of  Dc  Kalb  County, 

Salt  Lake  City.  Mr.  Gordon  engaged  in  mining  Ill.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gordon  have  one  daughter,  Min- 

for  a  time,  and  was  then  employed  at  $4  per  day.  nic  J.,  wife  of  N.  P.  Wilson,  a  resident  of  GuiBord 

Later,  he  received  $75  per  month  and  his  board,  Township.  They  have  also  lost  three  children  m>o 

He  remained  in  California  until  1854,  when  he  who  died  in  infancy;  Emma,  who  died  at  the  age 

started  for  home,  making  the  journey  by  way  of  of  three  years;  and  Ida  May,  who  died  at  the  age 

the  Isthmus  of  Panama  and  Hew  York.  of  seventeen.  Mrs.  Gordon  is  a  member  of  the  First 

During  his  absence,  Mr.  Gordon  had  sent  money  Christian  Church  of  Rockford,  Mr.  Gordon  is  a 

home  and  purchased  the  interest  of  the  other  heirs  public-spirited  and  progressive  citizen  of  this  cum¬ 
in  the  eighty  acres  of  land  which  his  father  had  m unity  and  a  self-made  man  who  deserves  great 

secured  in  Ogle  County.  On  his  return,  he  did  not  credit  for  his  success  in  life, 

at  once  locate  thereon,  but  SVorked  by  the  month 

until  1857,  when  he  built  upon  his  land  and  there  s 

resided  until  1864.  In  that  year  he  sold  out  and 

purchased  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land  in  ABEZ  D.  HART,  who  is  engaged  in  agricul- 

Spring  Township,  upon  which  he  made  his  home  1  tural  pursuits  on  sections  7,  8  and  18,  Gnil- 

for  a  period  of  two  years.  He  then  again  sold  |  ford  Township,  Winnebago  County,  claims 

his  land,  and  returned  to  Ogle  County,  piirclms-  Now  York  as  the  State  of  his  nativity,  lie 

ing  a  farm  of  two  hundred  acres  on  the  lino  of  wa{  born  in  Ontario  County,  November  28,  1881, 

De  Kalb  County.  That  property  he  still  owns,  and  traces  his  ancestry  hack  to  Deacon  Stephen 

but  in  1883  lie  rented  it,  and  made  purchase  of  Hart,  of  Braintree,  England,  who  came  td  America 

seventy-nine  acres  in  Gupford  Township.  This  is  jn  1632,  locating  in  Cambridge,  Mass.,  whence 

yet  bis  property  and  is  a  well-improved  farm  b0  removed  to  Connecticut,  lie  was  one  of  the 


with  good  buildings  and  other  such  accessories. 
Leaving  his  son-in-law  in  charge  of  it,  in  1888  lie 
purchased  and  removed  to  his  present  farm,  com¬ 
prising  twenty-eight  and  one-half  acres  of  land 
within  a  half  mile  of  the  city  of  Roekfor  !. 

In  1864,  Mr.  Gordon  wedded  Mary  (Foulk) 
.Steele,  who  was  born  in  Cumberland  County,  Pa., 
and  is  a  daughter  of  Peter  and  Susan  (Schowaiter) 


fifty-four  first  settlers  of  Cambridge,  Mass.,  became 
one  of  tlio  proprietors  of  Hartford,  and  one  of  the 
eiglity-four  proprietors  of  Farmington.  In  1617, 
he  became  one  of  the  Deputies  of  the  General 
Court  of  Connecticut,  and  served  fifteen  consecu¬ 
tive  sessions.  In  1653,  be  was  appointed  for  the 
town  of  Farmington  to  assist  the  Constables  to 
impress  men  into  the  army  then  being  raised.  lie 
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was  the  first  Deacon  of  the  church  of  Farmington, 
and  died  in  March,  1682.  His  descendants  in  reg¬ 
ular  or(b:  were:  John  Hart,  Capt.  John  Hart, 
Isaac  Ha.  Job  ITart  and  Jabez,  the  grandfather  of 
our  subject. 

Jabez  Hart  was  born  in  Kensington,  Conn., 
in  1756,  and  there  married  Jemima  Brace.  In 
1785,  he  removed  to  Victor,  Ontario  County,  N. 
Y.,  becoming  one  of  the  first  settlers  of  that  local¬ 
ity.  He  purchased  a  tract  of  timber  land  a  mile 
square  and  cleared  a  farm,  the  family  enduring  all 
the  hardships  and  privations  of  pioneer  life,  such 
as  grinding  their  com  in  a  coffee-mill,  etc.  The 
grandparents  both  died  on  that  farm.  Their  chil¬ 
dren  were  Harvey,  Tryphena,  Theodocia,  John, 
Demas,  Cyrus,  George,  Eunice  and  Frederick. 

Frederick  Hart  was  the  father  of  our  subject. 
He  was  bom  in  Ontario  County,  N.  Y.,  August  6, 
1802,  was  there  reared  and  educated,  and,  for  a  few 
years  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  fanning- 
mills.  He  purchased  two  different  farms  in  Victor 
Township,  and  there  resided  until  1854,  when  he 
emigrated  to  Illinois  and  settled  in  G  Milford  Town¬ 
ship,  purchasing  a  farm  on  section  5,  where  lie 
made  his  home  until  called  to  his  final  rest  in 
1864.  His  wife  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Sylvia 
Rowley,  and  was  bom  in  the  town  of  Victor,  in 
1800,  her  parents  being  early  settlers  of  that  lo¬ 
cality.  She  (lied  at  the  home  of  her  daughter, 
Mrs.  Collins.  The  children  of  the  family  were 
Sophia,  Augustus,  Meivina,  Jabez  and  Eliza. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  spent  the  days  of  his 
boyhood  and  youth  in  the  county  of  his  nativity, 
and  acquired  his  education  in  its  public  schools. 
With  his  parents  be  came  to  Illinois  in  185-1,  and 
engaged  i.u  teaching  school  during  the  winter  sea¬ 
son  for  some  time,  while  in  the  summer  mouths  he 
followed  farming.  In  1857,  he  was  united  in  mar¬ 
riage  with  Charlotte  Mein  tire,  and  immediately 
thereafter  took  elmrge  of  the  home  farm,  to  the 
development  and  improvement  of  winch  he  de¬ 
voted  his  energies.  Ho  has  owned  several  farms  in 
the  vicinity  of  Rockford,  III.,  and  has  been  quite 
extensively  interested  in  dealing  in  Iowa  land  and 
in  stock-raising.  In  1866,  lie  settled  upon  the.  farm 
which  is  yet  his  home.  It  is  an  arable  tract  of  land, 
under  a  high  state  of  cult; velum,  and  well  im¬ 


proved  with  good  buildings  and  all  the  accessories 
of  a  model  farm.  The  home,  which  is  situated  on 
an  eminence,  commands  an  extended  view  Of  the 
Rock  River  Valley. 

Four  children  have  been  bom  unto  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Hart,  two  sons  and  two  daughters:  Belle  C.,  Albert 
E.,  Fred  A.  and  Jennie  May.  Belle  and  Fred  are 
both  members  of  the  Methodist  Church,  Mr.  Hart 
holds  membership  with  Harmony  Grange  No.  557, 
and  Rockford  Lodge  No.  102,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.  In 
polities,  he  is  a  supporter  of  Republican  principles, 
but  has  never  sought  or  desired  public  office,  pre¬ 
ferring  to  devote  his  entire  attention  to  his  busi¬ 
ness,  which  he  has  followed  with  signal  success. 

mi  RS.  AUGUSTA  HARDY,  daughter  of  John 
rl  J.  Grill,  was  born  on  her  father’s  farm  in 
’ll  Monroe  Township,  Ogle  County,  Ill.,  and, 
$  after  acquiring  her  education  in  the  pub¬ 
lic  schools,  received  a  teacher’s  certificate.  Had 
she  been  in  poor  circumstances  and  obliged  to 
earn  her  own  livelihood,  she  would  doubtless  have 
followed  that  profession,  but  was  not  called  upon 
to  do  so.  Seventeen  years  ago,  at  her  home  in 
Monroe  Township,  she  gave  her  hand  in  marriage 
to  Henry  Hardy.  He  is  a  native  of  the  Empire 
Stale,  and  was  only  about  seven  years  of  age  when, 
with  his  parents,  he  came  to  "Winnebago  County, 
Ill.,  the  days  of  his  boyhood  and  youth  being  spent 
in  the  vicinity  of  Rockford,  and  his  education  be¬ 
ing  acquired  in  the  common  schools. 

Henry  Hardy’s  parents,  John  and  Margaret 
(Smith)  Hardy,  are  both  deceased.  They  were 
natives  of  the  Empire  State,  and  the  father  fol¬ 
lowed  farming  ns  his  chosen  occupation.  He  was 
a  very  successful  agricultural,  and  continued  to  en¬ 
gage  in  that  pursuit  in  this  county  for  many  years, 
but  later  went  to  Michigan,  where  he  died.  He  was 
then  advanced  in  life.  His  wife  had  died  some  years 
previous  in  this  county  in  the  faith  of  the  Method¬ 
ist  Church,  of  which  she  was  a  member.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Hardy  were  excellent  people,  and  wilt  he  re¬ 
membered  by  many  of  their  old  friends  and  ac¬ 
quaintances  in  this  community*  Their  family 
numbered  eight  children. 
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Henry  Hardy  for  some  years  has  been  engaged 
in  business  in  Rocld'ord,  and  is  regarded  as  one  of 
the  wide-awake,  enterprising  and  progressive  citi¬ 
zens.  lie  and  his  wife  own  some  valuable  prop¬ 
erty,  and  are  in  comfortable  circumstances.  In 
politics,  he  is  a  supporter  of  Republican  principles, 
and  himself  and  wife  attend  the  First  Congrega¬ 
tional  Church.  They  have  one  daughter,  M. 
Blanche,  who  was  educated  in  the  Rockford  city 
schools,  and  is  an  accomplished  young  lady,  yet  at 
home. 


©IT ARLES  A.  WORKS,  Prosecuting  Attorney 
for  Winnebago  County,  residing  at  Rock¬ 
ford,  was  born  in  Guilford  Township,  Win¬ 
nebago  County,  this  State,  May  4,  1848.  His  fa¬ 
ther,  Charles,  one  of  the  pioneers  of  this  county, 
was  born  in  Westmoreland,  Cheshire  County,  N.  H., 
November  24,  1803.  His  grandfather,  Aaron, 
Avas  a  New  England  farmer,  and  spent  his  last 
years  in  Westmoreland.  After  receiving  a  com¬ 
mon-school  education  in  his  native  village,  the 
father  of  our  subject  removed  to  New  York  State, 
Avliere  lie  engaged  in  teaching  and  made  his  home 
until  1834. 

Coming  to  Illinois  during  that  year,  Mr.  Works, 
Sr.,  located  in  Ottaiva  and  resided  there  until  Feb¬ 
ruary,  1836,  when  he  came  to  Winnebago  County. 
At  that  time,  two  or  three  families  occupied  the 
present  site  of  Rockford,  and  the  surrounding 
country  Avas  hut  sparsely  settled,  the  county  itself 
not  having  been  organized  nor  any  land  surveys 
completed.  He  made  a  claim  to  a  tract  of  Govern¬ 
ment  land  in  Avhat  is  uoav  Guilford  ToAvnship  and 
erected  a  log  house,  in  which  the  subject  of  our 
sketch  was  born.  In  1863,  after  having  spent  a 
lifetime  in  tlic  occupation  of  farming,  he  came  to 
Rockford  and  lived  retired  until  ho  passed  away 
in  1881.  Ilis  fellow-citizens  recognized  his  fitness 
for  positions  of  trust  and  he  Avas  frequently  called 
upon  to  occupy  official  posts  of  honor.  In  1868, 
he  Avas  elected  Justice  of  the  Peace  and  held  the 
office  until  his  death.  He  Avas  the  first  Supervisor 
of  Guilford  ToAvnship,  also  served  as  Collector  and 
Assessor  and  for  four  years  as  County  Treasurer. 


In  his  political  belief,  he  Avasa  firm  Republican  and 
was  one  of  the  voters  at  the  first  election  over 
held  in  Winnebago  County. 

The  maiden  name  of  the  mother  of  our  subject 
avos  Jeanette  Sanford  and  she  was  born  in  Ver¬ 
mont.  She  was  the  mother  of  three  children; 
Charles  A.,  Mary  H.  and  Laura  J.  The  son,  who 
is  the  subject  of  this  notice,  received  his  education 
in  the  public  schools  of  the  district  and  was  gradu¬ 
ated  from  the  East  Side  High  School  in  1868, 
Afterward  he  entered  Beloit  College,  where  he 
completed  his  literary  education  in  the  Class  of  '73. 

Upon  starting  out  in  business,  Mr.  Works  ac¬ 
cepted  the  position  of  clerk  in  the  office  of  the 
Clerk  ol'  the  Supreme  Court  at  Ottawa,  where 
ho  remained  until  1875.  In  September  of  that 
year,  he  was  elected  Superintendent  of  Schools 
in  the  city  of  LaSalle  and  occupied  that  posi¬ 
tion  two  years,  when  he  entered  the  office  of 
the  Circuit  Clerk  at  Ottawa  and  served  as  Deputy 
Clerk  until  the  spring  of  1878.  During  the  en¬ 
tire  period  of  his  residence  in  LaSalle  County, he 
devoted  his  leisure  hours  to  the  study  of  law,  and 
avos  admitted  to  practice  at  the  Bar  of  Illinois  in 
1878.  About  the  same  time,  he  received  an  ap¬ 
pointment  to  a  position  Avith  the  United  States 
Superintendent  of  Indian  Affairs  stationed  at 
Yankton,  Dak. 

During  the  latter  part  of  1878,  Mr.  Works  re¬ 
turned  to  Rockford,  and  in  January  of  the  folhnv- 
ing  year  opened  an  office  for  the  practice  of  law, 
since  which  time  he.  has  been  engaged  actively  ns 
an  attorney  and  connselor-nt-law.  He  was  elected 
States  Attorney  in  1880  and  has  served  over  since 
(1862)  with  universal  satisfaction  and  honor  to 
himself.  A  Republican  politically,  he  cast  his  first 
vote  for  Gen.  Grant,  and  has  always  upheld  the 
principles  of  the  party  of  his  choice.  In  1888,  lie  was 
a  delegate  to  the  Republican  National  Convention. 
He  was  instructed  for  Gresham,  voting  for  him 
first  and  for  President  Harrison  afterward.  So¬ 
cially,  he  is  a  member  of  Rockford  Lodge  No.  102, 
A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  Winnebago  Chapter  No.  24,  R,  A. 
M.  and  Crusader  Oommandery  No.  17,  K,  T.,  Free¬ 
port  Consistory,  and  attained  the  Thirty-third 
Degree  in  Boston,  in  September,  1891. 

In  November,  1880,  the  marriage  of  Mr.  Works 


to  Miss  Eva  Enoch  took  place,  ami  they  are  the 

En  C°f  Tl1'00  dlildmi:  M!U'i01!  Milbel  J- 
J5  l  C-  .  11>0'y  ar(J  members  of  the  Westminister 
liosbytcnnn  Clmrch,  and  liberal  supporters  of  re¬ 
ligious  and  benevolent  enterprises  Mrs  Works 

J*’  Ill.,  November  24,  1853.  Ifer  grandparents 
'{“w  Mn‘?'  J!n«l1’  *«*  natives  respectively’ 
of  l«nn  .Viva, m  and  Maryland,  and  tbe  former 

^u»^«dtagtaG„Uforaiv>WMUMl 

lion.  Abraham  I.  Enoch,  fatber  of  Mrs.  Works 
™  Horn  m  Dayton, 

183o,  accompanied  bis  parents  then™  to  Winnc- 
tago  Connty.  The  family  «,  on0  of  tll6  ^ 
settle  m  the  township,  and  the  mother  w 
charter  member  of  the  fust  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  organized  in  the  county.  Abraham  L 

77— f“m‘i,Ki"  Gilford  Tm»mi,ip 

until  186.,  when  be  removed  lo  Rockford  and  was 
associated  with  James  II.  .Skinner  and  ('.  (•  B„W,  h 
the  manufacture  of  agricultural  implements  until 
itsdeatl,  n,  1883,  April  Deserved  tw„  tcras  fa‘ 
the  nimois  Mate.  legislature,  and  hold  many  other 
positions  of  trust  during  his  life.  The  maide, 
name  of  the  mother  of  Mrs.  Works  was  Catherine  ■ 
.  .  Davis  and  she  was  horn  near  London,  panada  i 

■*  *«> ,)avis:  , 
■  is  Sim  living  and  makes  her  home  in  Rockford.  c 
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|«aac  a.  Cornell.  Ammg  Ulc  ,lmftrasivf 

|  f.nmcrs  and  slocltraiscre  of  Itoonc  County,  we 
l  are  pleased  lo  present  a  .sketch  of  the  gentle¬ 
man  whose  name  appears  at  the  head  of  this  pnra- 
giaph,  and  whose  pleasant  home  and  excellent  farm 
r  »  Manchester  Townshi,,.  wlere  h" 

'»  fra'  l»»<  thirty-eight  years.  I]j, 

nUum,  Amos  Cornell,  Jr.,  was  horn  in  Vermont 

VomtvN  T7,  rd  I,ro,,ffI,t  t0  w«ni»ton 

w|H'u  an  infant,  by  his  parents 

Amos  and  lihoda  Cornell,  the  former  a  native  of  i 
mrmont,  horn  February  3,  1779,  and  the  latter  of  i 
the. same  State,  horn  April  9,  1781.  Amos  Cornell 
i>r.,  was  a  farmer,  an'd  after  coming  to  New  York 
Male,  in  the  wilderness  on  one  hundred  I 


™‘d  St'JTf”  TS  *  Whgta 

.  tlncc  counties,  Hamilton,  Fulton  and  Saratoga 

re'  ncl^Tr  df“  r0dC  108  ''OUS<!  on  1,10  Soratoga  core 
V  net  of  bis  farm,  and  there  lie  and  bis  thrifty  and 
I  S  conoimca,  wife  resided  many  yearn,  and  .cared 
111’  clra  CMMre“-  1"“  <Iuite  «a*«ced  in 

'ly  Northv  im  remrC,d  *°  “  “‘’lioeot  village,  named 
ly  |  Noitbville,  and  tlicro  Mr.  Cornell  passed  away 
when  seventy-seven  years  of  a<>e  ,} 

toZ  inT11’  *•  °r  °m'  selected 

his  wife  m  the  person  of  Miss  Hannah  S.  Ayles- 
worth,  of  Rhode  Island,  and  four  livi„„  ® 

'  7  “”i0“-  ^  I’uriodonc  sent,  .John  a" 

-  Who  was  drowned  in  a  small  pond  near  the  house’ 

a  blow  to  7?  “0U“'S  Tllis  was  a  crashing 
,1  i  U  t  lG  )ei'e;,ved  Parents.  The  children 
1  who  g re,,  to  „a„,t  years  were  ns  follows:  Mare 
1.  uni  A.,  deceased;  Isaac  A.,  our  m.hwu  7 

s  L„uriMr  iw7 

i  .I,,,  ,,  aoe  01  thirty-seven  years,  and 

1  the  mother  received  her  final  summons  in  North 

!  V1 7  77'  18W'  wlim  11%-hve  years" 7 awe 

Eaac-  A.  Cornell,  our  subject,  was  born  in  liamn' 
on  County,  N.  Y.,  in  1830,  and  when  twenty^ 

}  oars  of  age,  lie  was  filled  with  a  desire  to  ti-y  Ids 
foi tune  in  the  Far  West.  In  i854,  ho  ^ 
oone  County,  III.,  au(i  in  June  of  tImt  ^  * 

chased  ®„e  hundred  and  thirty  acres  at  $12  per 

f  ’  ParL  °f  his  PrPi,c»t  farm.  In  the  jdeas- 
iuit  month  of  June,  1859,  he  was  united 

(tSty  °a(lVl  ft  JmliVC  °£  St^ 

County  IN.  1.,  who  was  brought  to  Manchester 
X Ownship  when  four  years  of  age,  by  l,or  fatlier 
Alv«b  Cady,  one  of  the  11, -st  settlers  of  Manehesle.' 
iownslnp  (see  sketch  of  Dewitt  0.  Cady).  After 
|  Her  marriage,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cornell  settled  , 
moo  on  tluur  present  farm,  and  went  vigorously 
-o  work  to  make  improvements,  and  getaoomfort- 

a“es  7°'  ,TI"!y"UW  bavo  fm,r  »»d  ten 

;  good,  productive  land,  for  which  they  paid 

,7V!2  l”  ^ IH  l'01' acre,  and  Mr.  C'Oi'neil  iVen- 

Tnf  I  "en01’:l1  farmi«ff-  He  has  worked  hard 
all  lus  life  until  within  the  last  five  rears,  and  has 
been  unusually  prosperous.  When  first  starting 

Sullen  *B0°  fr°m  hiS  m0tll°1' 

1  H>  haS  ,nhpl‘it^  *1,100,  hut  the.  most  of 
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his  wealth  lias  been  accumulated  by  years  of  hard 
work  on  the  part  of  himself  and  wife.  Although 
they  met  witli  some  reverses  and  discouragements, 
as  the  best  of  farmers  do,  they  still  persevered,  and 
can  now  enjoy  the  fruits  of  their  labor. 

Our  subject  and  Ins  wife  lost  one  infant  son, 
Charles,  in  1862,  and  they  now  have  four  living 
children,  a  daughter  and  three  sons:  Amos  E.,  en- 
gaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  On  one  of  Mr.  Cor¬ 
nell’s  farms,  married  Miss  Mary  Roth,  a  neighbor’s 
daughter;  Alvah  A.  carries  on  Mr.  Cornell’s  farm, 
and  married  Miss  Eva  Johnson,  of  this  township, 
and  has  one  daughter  three  years  old;  Alice  M., 
now  Sirs.  Clarence  Adams,  resides  in  Beloit,  Wis., 
and  has  one  son;  and  Charles  A.,  a  young  man  at 
home,  and  a  sturdy  son  of  the  soil.  Mr.  Cornell 
has  voted  with  the  Republicans  generally,  but  is 
not  a  strict  partisan,  and  will  vote  for  a  good 
Democrat.  He  is  a  member  of  but  one  secret  so¬ 
ciety,  the  Anti-IIorse  Thief  organization,  started 
in  1858,  and  he  has  been  its  Secretary  for  many 
years.  This  society  has  proved  a  line  thing  in  the 
neighborhood. 

eUARLES  II.  IIOI’KINS,  another  prominent 

fanner,  whose  time  thus  far  lias  been  spent 
in  furthering  tire  agrieul  lurid  interests  of 
the  county,  is  a  native  of  Erie  County,  N.  Y.,horn 
in  1835.  His  father,  Cyrus  II.  Hopkins,  was  a  na¬ 
tive  of  Massachusetts,  as  was  also  G  rand  father  Hop¬ 
kins,  who  passed  his  entire  life  in  that  State, 
engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits,  dying  when  in 
the  prime  of  life.  His  family  consisted  of  five 
sons  and  one  daughter,  and  his  widow  was  long 
known  as  the  Widow  Ransom,  having  married 
again. 

Cyrus  Hopkins  was  born  in  the  year  1782,  but 
removed  from  the  old  Bay  State  to  Erie  County, 
N.  Y.,  in  180  L,  and  was  there  engaged  in  opening  up 
a  road  from  Batavia  to  Buffalo.  While  on  his  way 
to  New  York  State,  lie  stopped  at  an  hotel  in  Ver¬ 
mont,  and  there  met  two  sisters  (twins)  with  whom 
he  became  deeply  enamored.  The  admiration 
seemed  mutual  all  around,  but  Mr.  Hopkins  found 
himself  in  a  dilemma,  for  lie  could  not  toll  one 


from  the  other,  so  striking  was  the  resemblance. 
However,  ho  was  not  the  one  to  get  discouraged 
over  this  novel  situation,  and,  as  he  was  deter 
mined  to  marry  one  of  the  young  ladies,  he  selected 
Charlotte,  and  their  nuptials  were  celebrated  on 
the  3d  Of  March,  1811.  The  other  sister  was  named 
Loretta.  This  happy  union  resulted  in  the  birth 
of  twelve  children,  six  sons  and  six  daughters. 
Mrs.  Hopkins’  father,  Mr.  Bisscll,  was  the  proprie¬ 
tor  of  an  hotel  in  Randolph,  Vt.,  in  connection 
with  which  lie  also  carried  on  agricultural  pur¬ 
suits. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hopkins  settled  In  Erie  County, 
about  eighteen  miles  East  of  Buffalo,  on  a  timber 
tract,  where  they  continued  to  reside  until  1855, 
except  for  about  seven  years,  when  they  resided 
twenty-three  miles  west  of  Buffalo.  At  the  above- 
mentioned  date,  seeing  a  better  opening  for  them 
in  the  West,  they  sold  out,  and  with  their  four 
youngest  children,  having  buried  one  in  New 
York  State,  they  came  to  Roscoe  Township,  Win¬ 
nebago  County,  Ill.  They  reared  to  adult  years  the 
following  children:  Cyrus  B.,  Henry  L,,  Loretta  M„ 
Charlotte.  S.,  Dorothy  A.,  Eliza  A.,  John  ().,  Will¬ 
iam  W.,  Sarah  B.,  Nelson  b\,  Charles  II.  and 
Jane  W.  Of  these  the  following  are  now  deceased: 
Sarah  B„  Dorothy  A.,  Loretta  M.  and  Cyrus  B. 
Those  now  living  are  married  and  the  heads  of 
families.  Mr.  Hopkins’  son  William  came  to 
Winnebago  County  in  1854,  one  year  prior  to  his 
father’s  settlement  here,  and  located  in  Beloit, 
where  lie  followed  the  carpenter’s  trade. 

Mr.  Ilopkins  purchased  of  Dewey  Brown  sev¬ 
enty-one  acres  on  section  8,  where  our  subject  is 
now  living,  and  paid  $28  per  acre  for  this.  On  it 
was  a  fair  house  and  barn,  and  here  Mr.  Hopkins 
and  the  partner  of  his  joys  and  sorrows,  his  estim¬ 
able  wife,  passed  the  closing  scenes  of  their  lives, 
he  dying  September  6,  1863,  when  eighty-one 
years  of  age,  and  his  wife  on  the  16th  of  March, 
1885,  when  ninety-four  years  of  age.  Mrs.  Hop¬ 
kins  was  a  frail  and  very  delicate  woman  all  her 
life,  but  preserved  Her  mental  faculties  up  to  the 
last.  Mr.  Hopkins  was  an  active  participant  in 
the  War  of  1812,  and  was  in  the  Quartermaster's 
department.  Ilis  brother  Timothy  was  a  General 
in  that  war,  and  both  came  out  unscathed. 


PORTRAIT  AND  1JIOG  RAPID  CAL  RECORD. 


Charles  II.  Hopkins,  Is io  aubjoc’L  of  this  sketch, 
hius  been  a  life-long  farmer,  and  has  resided  on  the 
old  homstend  in  Rosooo  Township  since  1855,  ex¬ 
cept  for  two  years,  1870  and  1871,  when  he  visited 
relatives  in  Erie  Comity  and  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.  In 
1870,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Emma  B.  Bund,  who 
was  left  an  orphan  when  six  or  seven  years 
of  age.  Hhc  was  adopted  by  the  parents  of  our 
subject  and  was  reared  as  one  of  the  family.  This 
union  has  proved  a  most  happy  one,  and  all  their 
children,  three,  in  number,  are  living:  Clara  M., 
born  in  1878;  Nellie  J.,  in  1881;  and  Isadora,  in 
1885.  These  children  are  attending  school  at  Be¬ 
loit.  The  eldest,  Clara,  has  marked  taste  and  tal¬ 
ent  for  art,  and  both  she  and  her  sister  Nellie  are 
apt  musical  scholars.  Mr.  Hopkins’  business  is 
farming  in  a  general  way,  but  his  stock  is  mostly 
sheep,  of  which  he  prefers  and  raises  the  medium 
grade.  Ho  is  in  no  sense  a  politician,  nor  an  ultra 
partisan,  but  votes  with  the  Republican  party. 


GlTS  BENDSTUOM.  The  brick  and  stone 
,  mason  trade  is  of  primary  significance,  and 
j  foremost  among  those  engaged  in  it  in 
Rockford  is  Mr.  Bendstrom,  a  contractor  and  first- 
class  workman.  This  gentleman, whose  portrait  is 
shown  on  the  opposite  page,  first  came  to  this  city 
in  18C7,  hut  afterward,  in  1809,  went  to  Topeka, 
Kan.,  where  he  resided  for  four  years.  From  there 
he  went  to  Kansas  City,  and  one  year  later  to  Chi¬ 
cago,  whore  he.  reside*5  for  fourteen  years.  In  the 
meantime,  in  1882,  he  removed  his  family  to  Rock¬ 
ford,  and  since  1887  he  has  made  his  permanent 
home  in  this  city.  He  has  been  very  successful  in 
his  business  enterprises,  and  besides  owning  a  good 
home  at  No.  727  North  First  Street,  owns  three  lots 
in  the  North  End,  with  a  fine  brick  residence  on 
one. 

Mr.  Bendstrom  was  horn  in  Wester  Gothland 
Province,  Sweden,  March  G,  181. 1,  and  was  the  first 
of  the  family  to  come  to  the  United  States.  Ho 
commenced  learning  his  trade  in  Stockholm,  but 
finished  in  New  York  City,  lie  has  been  a  very 
progressive  and  skillful  workman,  and  the  thor¬ 


ough  training  he  received  in  Stockholm,  and  the 
special  training  lie  gained  in  the  Empire  City,  are 
apparent  in  his  work.  His  parents,  Lawrence  and 
Maria  C.  (Dolberg)  Bendstrom,  were  natives  of 
Sweden,  the  father  horn  in  1808,  and  the  mother 
in  1803.  They  were  prominently  identified  with 
the  Lutheran  Church,  and  died  in  their  native 
country.  They  had  another  son  beside  our  sub¬ 
ject  residing  in  the  States,  William  Bendstrom,  a 
grocer  at  Austin,  Tex. 

Gus  Bendstrom  selected  his  wife  in  the  person  of 
Miss  Henrietta  Haltgren,  and  their  nuptials  were 
celebrated  in  Wester  Gothland  Province,  Sweden, 
where  her  birth  occurred  December  1,  1813.  Her 
parents,  Henry  and  Gustava  (Strembaeh)  Haltgren, 
came  to  the  United  States  in  1871,  and  settled  in 
Chicago.  They  were  the  parents  of  live  children, 
one  deceased,  and  three  now  living  in  Rockford. 
The  father  died  when  sixty-four  years  of  age,  and 
the  mother  when  sixty.  Both  held  membership  in 
the  Lutheran  Church. 

Mr.  Bendstrom  and  his  wife  became  the  parents 
of  ten  children,  two  deceased:  John  and  Hickla. 
Those  living  areas  follows:  Charles  IB,  a  grocer  of 
Rockford,  who  married  Miss  Cartensa  Bundstrom; 
Anna,  who  became  the  wife  of  Frank  Bundstrom, 
of  the  firm  of  Larson  &  Bundstrom,  on  North 
Madison  Street;  Jennie,  a  clerk  at  Hills  &  Olson’s 
dry-goods  store;  Lawrence  IB,  a  brick-mason ;  Os¬ 
car  (B,  who  is  employed  in  'Wilkins’  Factory; 
Laura,  Nina  and  Matthew,  who  are  at  home.  Mr. 
Bendstrom  and  family  are  mem'mrsof  the  Swedish 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 


bAU FENCE  McDonald.  It  affords  the 
)  biographical  writer  pleasure  to  be  able  to 
record  in  this  volume  the  main  incidents 
in  the  life  of  Mr.  McDonald,  who  has  been  Justice 
of  the  Peace  in  Seward  Township,  Winnebago 
County,  for  the  past  twenty -seven  years.  He  has 
also  held  the  office  of  Assessor  for  nine  years, 
School  Director  for  fifteen  years,  and  Township 
Trustee  for  nine  years.  He  was  elected  to  the 
SUtte  Legislature  in  1881-82,  during  which  time 
lie  served  on  many  important  committees.  He  is 
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a  member  of  the  Agricultural  Board,  and  is  now 
the  oldest  o Hicor  in  that  body,  having  served  in  all 
the  chairs.  He  is  also  Vice-president  of  the  Old 
Settlers’  Society  of  Seward,  which  he  has  served  on 
various  occasions  as  Historian. 

January  G,  1833,  our  subject  was  bom  in  County 
Meath,  Ireland,  his  parents  being  Patrick  and  Julia 
McDonald,  natives  of  the  above-named  county. 
The  father  was  a  shepherd  and  stock-dealer,  and 
died  in  his  native  place  when  seventy-seven  years 
of  age.  Our  subject  was  one  in  a  family  of  eleven 
children,  and  in  I8f>-1,  in  company  with  his  mother 
and  a  niece,  emigrated  to  the  United  States,  and 
located  in  New  Jersey,  where  Sirs.  McDonald 
passed  away  in  I860,  when  eighty-four  years  of 
age. 

The  original  of  this  sketch,  in  lx:.."),  landed  in 
Winnebago  County  with  hut  *1  in  his  pocket,  lie 
immediately  went  to  work  for  ex-Gov.  Belli),  by 
whom  he  was  employed  for  several  years,  and  at 
the  end  of  that  time  purchased  his  present  properly 
and  established  a  home  of  his  own.  September  1, 
1807,  he  was  married  to  Miss  .Mary,  daughter  of 
David  and  Elizabeth  L.  Williams,  who  was  horn 
May  21,  18 10,  in  this  county.  Her  father  was  a 
native  of  Maesear,  Carmarthenshire,  Smith  Wales, 
and  was  the  soil  of  George  and  Mary  (Jones) 
Williams,  also  natives  of  Wales,  The  father 
of  Mrs,  McDonald  came  to  Rockford,  this  State, 
in  18.1-0,  and  in  1*77  returned  to  Wales,  where 
his  death  occurred  when  seventy-three  years  old. 
His  wife, the  mother  of  Mrs.  McDonald,  still  resides 
on  the  old  home  in  Wales;  she  was  the  mother 
of  four  children,  two  of  whom  are  deceased, 

Mr.  McDonald  is  the  proprietor  of  a  magnificent 
estate  of  eight  hundred  and  sixteen  acres,  all  of 
which  are  cultivated  and  well  slocked.  He  is 
shrewd,  careful  and  persistent  in  his  operations, 
and  displays  great  vigor  in  his  undertakings,  but 
with  all  is  modest  and  conscientious  in  his  deal¬ 
ings.  Of  bis  family  of  thirteen  children,  two  are 
deceased.  Those  living  are  as  follows:  Elizabeth  A., 
Edward,  John,  Julia  F.,  Mary,  Charlotte,  Emily, 
Patrick,  David,  Laurence,  Jr.,  and  Margaret.  Those 
deceased  are  Katie  and  Rose. 

Mr.  McDonald  had  several  nephews  who  were 
soldiers  in  the  late  war,  they  being  si  ns  of  a  sister 


who  resided  in  New  Jersey.  Ho  1m  .voted  the 
Republican  ticket  from  the  organization  of  the 
party,  with  the  exception  of  twelve  years  when 
he  voted  the  Democratic  ticket  for  Greeley,  Til- 
den  and  Hancock.  He  has  ever  been  active  in 
political  work,  as  his  continuance  for  so  many 
years  in  ollleo  would  indicate.  Ho  lias  the.  ready 
speech  ond  quick  intelligence  of  the  race  from 
which  he  descends,  is  respected  as  his  good  qual¬ 
ities  deserve,  and  like  other  members  of  bis  family, 
is  a  devout  member  of  the  Catholic  Church. 

. 

SEELY  PERRY.  Among  the  resi- 
|lH|;  dents  of  Rockford  who  have  devoted 
„i themselves  untiringly  to  the  development 
(0)  of  the  business  resources  of  this  place,  we 
find  the  name  of  Mr.  Perry,  who  is  President  of 
the  Rockford  Lumber  and  Fuel  Company,  one  of 
the  important  industries  of  Winnebago  County. 
He  is  truly  honored  by  his  neighbors,  and  his  long 
life  of  industry,  usefulness  and  integrity  has 
given  him  a  hold  on  the  community  which  all 
might  well  desire  to  share.  He  is  an  old  settler  in 
Rockford  and  is  seventy  years  of  age,  having  been 
born  in  Nlockbridge,  Berkshire  County,  Mass,,  Aug¬ 
ust  2*2,  1822,  and  it  is  universally  conceded  that 
lie  has  not  an  enemy  in  the  world. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  Ezra  Perry,  was  also 
born  in  Stoekbridge,  in  1733.  His  father,  Peter 
Perry,  was  a  native  of  Rhode  Island,  where  the 
great-grand  father  of  our  subject,  also  named  Peter 
Perry,  was  born.  Tiie  latter-named  gentleman  was 
of  Welsh  ancestry  and  spent  his  entire  life  in  bis 
native  Stale,  where  he  carried  on  the  occupation  of 
nLirmeo  Grandfather  Perry  removed  from  Rhode 
Bland  to  Berkshire  County,  Muss.,  where  lie  was 
among  the  early  settlers  of  Stoekbridge,  locating 
midway  between  the  present  sites  of  Glendale  and 
llmisutnnic.  There  he  cleared  a  farm  in  the  wil¬ 
derness  and  resided  until  his  death.  The  maiden 
name  of  his  wife,  the  grandmother  of  our  subject, 
was  Lydia  Wilinarlh. 

The  father  of  him  of  whom  we  write  was  reared 
to  agricultural  pursuits  and  remained  a  resident  of 
Slockbridtic  until  183(1,  at  which  time  he  removed 
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to  Monroe  County,  N.  T.,  where  ho  purchased  a 
farm  iu  the  town  of  Riga.  There  ho  made  his  home 
until  18151,  at  the  expiration  of  which  time  he  came 
to  Rockford,  making  this  city  his  home  until  his 
decease,  which  occurred  in  1877),  lie  was  married 
to  Miss  Anna  Ball,  who  was  born  in  Salisbury, 
Conn,,  and  reared  to  womanhood  in  Vermont.  She 
became  the  mother  of  seven  children,  and  departed 
tins  life  in  1877  in  Rockford.  Seely  Perry  of  this 
sketch  received  Ids  early  education  in  the  public 
schools  of  Stookhridgc,  where  he  made  the.  best  of  I 
his  opportunities,  and  is  to-day  an  intelligent  and 
well-read  gentleman,  After  his  parents  removed 
to  New  York,  he  attended  the  Oneida  Institute, amt 
in  1811  entered  the  Oberlin  University  at  Oberlin, 
Ohio.  lie  was  a  student  there  for  a  twelvemonth 
and  then  entered  Union  College  at  Schenectady, 
N.  Y„  from  which  institution  lie  was  graduated  in 
the  Class  of  Mf>. 

In  the  fall  of  the  above-named  year,  Mr,  Perry 
came  west  to  Kentucky  by  the  most  convenient 
route  at  that  time,  which  was  via  the  railroad  to 
Buffalo,  thence  on  hoard  a  steamer  to  Toledo,  from 
which  city  lie  traveled  on  the  Toledo  and  Maumee 
Canal  to  Cincinnati,  thence  by  steamer  to  Louis¬ 
ville,  and  by  stage  to  Springfield,  Ky„  where  for 
four  years  he  was  engaged  in  teaching  a  private 
school.  In  18 19,  our  subject  came  to  the  Prairie 
State,  and,  locating  in  Winnebago  County,  engaged 
as  a  teacher  at  Boekton  for  two  years.  Later, 
lie  came  to  Rockford,  when*  he  followed  that  pro¬ 
fession  for  a  year,  at  the  end  of  which  time  he  en¬ 
gaged  in  the  lumber  business,  in  which  lie  has  ac¬ 
tively  continued  the  greater  portion  of  the  time 
since,  lie  is  one  of  the  most  prominent  men  of 
the  city  and  has  aided  greatly  in  its  upbuilding, 
being  energetic,  affable  and  kind-hearted. 

The  first  marriage  Mr.  Perry  oeeurred  in  1«H*. 
at  which  time  Miss  Elizabeth  Benedict  became  his 
wife.  That  lady  was  horn  in  Verona,  Oneida 
County,  N,  Y,,  and  was  a  daughter  of  Lewis  Bene¬ 
dict.  She  departed  this  life  in  187  Land  Sir,  Perry 
was  again  martied,  March,  til,  187i!,thistime  to  Ma¬ 
rie  Thompson,  the  daughter  of  .lames  and  Sarah 
Thompson,  who  was  horn  in  the  Dominion.  Mr, 
Berry  by  his  first  marriage  became  the  father  of 
two  children,  Lewis  Seely,  and  Eva,  the  latter  of 


whom  is  the  wife  of  Philip  Moore.  One  daughter 
was  born  by  the  second  union  who  hears  the  name 
of  Marie. 

Sir.  and  Mrs,  Perry  are  both  members  in  very 
good  standing  of  the  First  Congregational  Church, 
where  they  are  liberal  contributors  and  active 
workers.  Our  subject  lias  always  been  a  Demo¬ 
crat,  one  who  does  not  swerve  from  the  views  and 
principles  promulgated  by  that  organization.  He 
has  served  his  felhnv-townsmen  in  many  impor¬ 
tant  offices  and  his  interest  in  school  matters 
caused  him  to  lie  placed  on  the  Board  of  Educa¬ 
tion,  which  he  served  as  its  President  for  a  number 
of  years.  For  three  terms  he  was  Aldermau  of 
Rockford  and  one  term  discharged  the  duties  of 
the  responsible  office  of  Mayor.  Socially,  be  is  a 
member  of  Rockford  Lodge  No,  102,  A,  F.  it  A.  M., 
and  is  identified  with  Winnebago  Chapter  No.  24, 
R.  A.  M.  He  is  also  connected  with  Crusader 
Conimandery  No.  17,  K.  T.  lie  was  one  of  the 
organizers  of  the  Rockford  Lumber  and  Fuel 
Company  and  by  his  energy  and  perseverance,  uni¬ 
ted  with  economy  and  good  business  qualifications, 
he  has  secured  a  competency  which  enables  him  to 
live  in  the  enjoyment  of  the  comfort  which  wealth 
affords. 


WILLIAM  C.  LAWS1IK,  In  Lo  Roy  Town¬ 
ship,  Boone  County,  may  be  seen  a  beau¬ 
tiful  farm,  adorned  with  a  comfortable  resi¬ 
dence  and  first-class  farm  buildings,  which  is  the 
property  of  Mr.  Lawshe,  who  is  li\  ing  retired  from 
active  work  of  any  kind  at  his  home  in  Sharon, 
Wis.  lie  was  horn  in  Union  County,  Pa.,  dune  7, 
1882,  and  is  the  son  of  Abram  Lawshe,  whose  birth 
oeeurred  in  the  same  State  and  county,  in  18011. 
The  father  was  a  blacksmith,  which  trade  he  fol¬ 
lowed  his  entire  life.  In  1887,  he  moved  with  a 
horse  team  to  Franklin  County,  Ohio,  where  he 
was  ran  lied  among  the  well-to-do  citizens. 

The  lady  who  became  the  mother  of  our  subject 
prior  to  her  marriage  was  Hannah  Parks,  daughter 
of  Thomas  and  Elizabeth  Parks.  On  emigrating  to 
Ohio,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lawshe  were  accompanied  by 
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a  member  of  the,  Agricultural  Board,  and  is  now 
the  oldest  ollicer  in  that,  l>ody,  having  served  in  all 
the  chairs,  lie  is  also  Vice-president  of  the  Old 
Settlers’  Society  of  Seward,  which  ho  has  served  on 
various  occasions  ns  Historian. 

January  G,  18G3,  our  subject  was  horn  in  County 
Meath ,  Ireland,  his  parents  being  Patrick  and  Julia 
McDonald,  natives  of  the  above-named  county. 
The,  father  was  a  shepherd  and  stock-dealer,  and 
died  in  his  native  place  when  seventy -seven  year's 
of  age.  Our  subject  was  one  in  a  family  of  eleven 
children,  and  in  lHf>4,  in  company  with  his  mother 
and  a  niocfvr migrated  to  the  United  States,  and 
located  in  New  Jersey,  where  Mrs.  McDonald 
passed  away  in  18GG.  when  eighty-four  years  of 
age. 

The  original  of  this  sketch,  in  Is.m,  landed  in 
Winnebago  County  with  but  II  in  his  pocket,  lie 
immediately  went  to  work  for  ex-Gov.  Rebb,  by 
whom  he  was  employed  for  several  years,  and  at 
the  end  of  that  time  purchased  his  present  property 
and  established  a  home  of  his  own.  .September  1, 
1807,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Mary,  daughter  of 
David  and  Elizabeth  L.  Williams,  who  was  horn 
May  21,  1810,  in  this  comity.  Her  father  was  a 
native  of  Maesear,  Carmarthenshire,  South  Wales, 
and  was  the  son  of  George  and  Mary  (Jones) 
Williams,  also  natives  of  Wales,  The  father 
of  Mrs.  McDonald  came  to  ltoekford,  this  State, 
in  IS !.(),  and  in  IK77  returned  to  Wales,  where 
his  death  occurred  when  seventy-three  years  old. 
His  wife, the  mother  of  Mrs.  McDonald,  still  resides 
on  the  old  home  in  Wales;  she  was  the  mother 
of  four  children,  two  of  whom  are  deceased. 

Mr.  McDonald  Is  the  proprietor  of  a  magnificent 
estate  of  eight  hundred  and  sixteen  acres,  all  of 
which  are  cultivated  and  well  stocked.  He  is 
shrewd,  careful  and  persistent  in  hk  operations, 
and  displays  great  vigor  in  his  undertakings,  hut 
with  all  is  modest  and  conscientious  in  his  deal¬ 
ings.  Of  his  family  of  thirteen  children,  two  are 
deceased.  Those  living  are  as  follows;  Elizabeth  A., 
Edward,  John,  Julia  F„  Mary,  Charlotte,  Emily, 
Patrick,  David,  Laurence,  Jr.,  and  Margaret.  Those 
deceased  are  Katie  and  Rose. 

Dir.  McDonald  had  several  nephews  who  were 
soldiers  in  the  late  war,  they  being  si  ns  of  a  sister 


who  resided  in  New  Jersey.  He  Sms  „  voted  the 
Republican  ticket  from  the  organization  of  the 
party,  with  the  exception  of  twelve  years  when 
he  voted  the  Democratic  ticket  for  Greeley,  Til- 
den  and  Hancock.  He  has  ever  been  active  in 
political  work,  as  his  continuance  for  so  many 
years  in  oillec  would  indicate.  He  has  the  ready 
speech  and  quick  intelligence  of  the  race  from 
which  he  descends,  is  respected  as  his  good  qual¬ 
ities  deserve,  and  like  other  members  of  his  family, 
is  a  devout  member  of  the  Catholic  Church. 


.1/  ON.  SEELY  PEUllY.  Among  the  rosi- 
IjMV  dents  of  Rockford  who  have  devoted 
themselves  untiringly  to  the  development 
((©)  of  the  business  resources  of  this  place,  we 
find  the  name  of  Mr.  Perry,  who  is  President  of 
the  Rockford  Lumber  and  Fuel  Company,  one  of 
the  important  industries  of  Winnebago  County. 
He  is  truly  honored  by  his  neighbors,  and  his  long 
life  of  industry,  usefulness  ami  integrity  has 
given  him  a  hold  on  the  community  which  all 
might  welt  desire  to  share.  lie  is  an  old  settler  in 
Rockford  and  is  seventy  years  of  age,  having  been 
born  in  Stoekbridge,  Berkshire  County,  Mass.,  Aug¬ 
ust  22,  1822,  and  it  is  universally  conceded  that 
he  has  not  an  enemy  in  the  world. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  Ezra  Ferry,  was  also 
horn  in  Stoekbridge,  in  175)3.  His  father,  Peter 
Perry,  was  a  unlive  of  Rhode  island,  where  the 
great-grandfather  of  our  subject,  also  named  Pe(er 
Perry,  was  horn.  The  latter-named  gentleman  was 
of  Welsh  ancestry  and  spent  his  entire  life  in  his 
native  Slate,  where  lie  earned  on  the  occupation  of 
a  fanner  Grandfather  Perry  removed  from  Rhode 
Island  to  Berkshire  County,  Mass.,  where  he  was 
among  the  early  settlers  of  Stoekbridge,  locating 
midway  between  the  present  sites  of  Glendale  and 
llousatonie.  There  he  cleared  a  farm  in  the  wil¬ 
derness  and  resided  until  his  death.  The  maiden 
name  of  Ids  wife,  the  grandmother  of  our  subject, 
was  Lydia  Wilmarlh. 

The  father  of  him  of  whom  we  write  was  reared 
to  agricultural  pursuits  and  remained  a  resident  of 
Stoekbridge  until  1830,  at  which  time  he  removed 
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to  Monroe  (bounty,  N.  Y.,  where  he  purchased  a 
farm  in  the  town  of  Riga.  There  he  made  his  home 
until  1  Hi5  J,  at  the  expiration  of  which  time  lie  came 
to  Rockford,  making  this  city  his  home  until  his 
decease,  which  occurred  in  187f>.  He  was  married 
to  Miss  Anna  Ball,  who  was  born  in  Salisbury, 
Conn,,  and  reared  to  womanhood  in  Vermont.  She 
became  the  mother  of  seven  children,  end  departed 
this  life  in  1H77  in  Rockford,  Seely  -Berry  of  this 
sketch  received  his  early  education  in  the  public 
schools  of  Stoekbridge,  where  he  made  the  best  of 
bis  opportunities,  and  is  to-day  an  intelligent  and 
well-read  gentleman.  After  his  parents  removed 
to  New  York,  he  attended  the  Oneida  Institute,  and 
in  IH't  l  entered  the  Oherlin  University  at  ObcrRn, 
Ohio,  lie  was  a  student  there  fora  twelvemonth 
and  then  entered  Union  College  at  Schenectady, 
N.  Y.,  from  which  institution  he  was  graduated  in 
t  he  Class  of  Hfu 

In  the  fall  of  the  above-named  year,  Mr.  Berry 
came  west  to  Kentucky  by  the  most  convenient 
route  at  that  time,  which  was  via  the  railroad  to 
Buffalo,  thence  on  hoard  a  steamer  to  Toledo,  from 
which  city  he  traveled  on  the  Toledo  and  Maumee 
Canal  to  Cincinnati,  thence  hy  steamer  to  Louis¬ 
ville,  and  hy  stage  to  Springfield,  Ivy.,  whore  for 
four  years  he  was  engaged  in  teaching  a  private 
school.  In  18  ll>,  our  subject  came  to  the  Prairie 
State,  and,  locating  in  Winnebago  County,  engaged 
as  a  teacher  at  Roekton  for  two  years,  Later, 
he  came  to  Rockford,  where  lie  followed  that  pro¬ 
fession  for  a  year,  at  the  end  of  which  time  he  en¬ 
gaged  in  the  lumber  business,  in  which  he  has  ac¬ 
tively  continued  the  greater  portion  of  the  time 
since.  He  is  one  of  the  most  prominent  men  of 
the  city  and  has  aided  greatly  in  its  upbuilding, 
being  energetic,  affable  and  kind-hearted. 

The  11  rst  marriage  of  Mr,  Berry  occurred  in  18  KL 
at  which  time  Miss  Elizabeth  Benedict  became  his 
wife.  That  Indy  was  horn  in  Verona,  Oneida 
County,  N.  Y„  and  was  a  daughter  of  Lewis  Bone- 
diet.  She  departed  this  life  in  1871,  and  Mr.  Perry 
was  again  married,  March,  Id,  I87<>,  this  time  to  Ma¬ 
rie  Thompson,  the  daughter  of  dames  and  Sarah 
Thompson,  who  was  horn  in  the  Dominion.  Mr, 
Berry  hy  his  first,  marriage  became  the  father  of 
two  children,  Lewis  Seely,  and  Eva,  the  latter  of 


920 

whom  is  the  wife  of  Philip  Moore.  One  daughter 
was  born  hy  the  second  union  who  bears  the  name 
of  Marie. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Perry  are  both  members  in  very 
good  standing  of  the  First  Congregational  Church, 
where  they  arc  liberal  contributors  and  active 
workers.  Our  subject  has  always  been  a  Demo¬ 
crat,  one  who  does  not  swerve  from  the  views  and 
principles  promulgated  by  that  organization.  lie 
has  served  his  fellow-townsmen  in  many  impor¬ 
tant  oflices  and  his  interest  in  school  matters 
caused  him  to  be  placed  on  the  Board  of  Educa¬ 
tion,  winch  he  served  as  its  President  for  a  number 
of  years.  For  three  terms  he  was  Alderman  of 
Rockford  and  one  term  discharged  the  duties  of 
the  responsible  ofheo  of  Mayor.  Socially,  lie  is  a 
member  of  Rockford  Lodge  No.  Iu2,  A.  F,  <!fe  A.  M., 
and  is  ideutiiied  with  Winnebago  (  hapler  No.  21, 
R.  A.  M.  He  is  also  connected  with  Crusader 
Connmindery  No.  17,  K.  T,  He  was  one  of  the 
organizers  of  the  Rockford  Lumber  and  Fuel 
Company  and  by  his  energy  and  perseverance,  uni¬ 
ted  wit  h  economy  and  good  business  qualifications, 
he  has  secured  a  competency  which  enables  him  to 
live  in  the  enjoyment  of  the  comfort  which  wealth 
affords. 


y  lLLlAM  C.  LAWK! IE.  In  LeRoy  Town¬ 
ship,  Boone  County,  may  be  seen  a  beau¬ 
tiful  farm,  adorned  with  a  comfortable  resi¬ 
dence  and  first-class  farm  buildings,  which  is  the 
property  of  Mr,  Lawshc,  who  is  living  retired  from 
active  work  of  any  kind  at  his  home  in  Sharon, 
\Yis.  He  was  born  in  Union  County,  Pa.,  June  7, 
1HH2,  and  is  the  son  of  Abram  Lawshc,  whose  birth 
occurred  in  the  same  state  and  county,  m  1800. 
The  father  was  a  blacksmith,  which  trade  lie  fol¬ 
lowed  his  entire  life.  In  1807,  he  moved  with  a 
horse  team  to  Franklin  County,  Ohio,  where  he 
was  ranked  among  the  well-to-do  citizens. 

The  lady  who  became  the  mother  of  our  subject 
prior  to  her  marriage  was  Hannah  Barks,  daughter 
of  Thomas  and  Elizabeth  Barks.  On  emigrating  to 
Ohio,  Mr.  and  Mi’s.  Lawshc  wore  accompanied  by 


930 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


four  children.  The}’  resided  in  the.  Buckeye  Slate 
for  twelve,  years,  where  their  son  Theodore  was 
born, and  died  when  eight  years  of  age.  In  the  spring 
of  13-19,  the  father  disposed  of  his  property  and 
again  came  West,  this  time  locating  in  Boone 
County,  after  twenty-one  days'  travel.  The  first 
land  of  which  he  became  the  owner  was  eighty 
acres  on  section  8,  Le  Roy  Township,  where  lie 
erected  a  shop  and  followed  his  trade  in  addi¬ 
tion  to  his  farm  operations. 

Our  subject  aided  liis  father  in  the  shop  in  the 
summer  months  and  attended  school  in  the  winter 
season.  About  twenty  years  after  locating  here, 
the  father  sold  his  farm,  making  on  the  transaction 
$2,800,  and  moved  to  Sharon,  Win.,  where  he  pur¬ 
chased  a  home  and  resided  with  his  wife  until  their 
death,  the  father  passing  away  in  1871,  and  the 
mother  two  years  later.  They  were  the  parents 
of  the  following-named  children:  William  C,,  our 
subject;  Mary,  Mrs.  Isaac  Cramer,  how  deceased; 
Eleanor,  the  widow  of  the  Rev.  W.  I).  Skelton;  and 
Cherokee,  Mrs.  II.  15.  Crofts,  of  Iowa. 

William  C.  Lawshe  was  married  in  this  county, 
in  the  spring  of  1808,  to  Sarah,  daughter  of  John 
and  Julia  (Greene)  Winkler,  natives  of  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  who  came  to  Illinois  in  an  early  day,  They 
were  farmers,  and  reared  a  family  of  nine  children, 

Mr.  and  Mrs,  Lawslrr  made  their  first  home  on 
twenty  acres  oThuul  on  section  10,  for  which  our 
subject  paid  $15  per  acre.  Four  years  later,  he 
sold  at -a handsome  advance,  and  bought  sixty  acres 
on  section  11  at  $21  per  acre.  They  fanned  there 
for  thirteen  years,  during  which  time  they  added 
forty  acres  to  their  estate,  which  is  included  in  their 
present  farm.  In  1879,  Mr.  Lawshe  sold  his  sixty 
acres  and  became  the  owner  of  two  hundred  ad¬ 
joining  his  forty-acre  tract,  which  cost  $  to  an  acre, 
and  is  now'  valued  at  $70.  In  1890,  lie  erected  a 
large  barn  on  his  place,  ivhieh  lias  a  gambrel  roof 
and  is  41x0-1  feet  in  dimensions,  with  twenty-four 
foot  posts. 

Mr.  Lawshe  retired  from  busy  life  in  August, 
1891,  and,  moving  to  Sharon,  creeled  a  comfortable 
home  where  he  lives  with  his  two  youngest  chil¬ 
dren  and  wife.  They  have  buried  one  daughter, 
Marlw,  who  died  when  twelve  years  of  age,  those 
living  being  Fuller  A.,  Isaac  (L,  William  W.,  Mary 


C„  and  Charley  F.  Mr.  Lawshe  has  been  Assessor 
and  Township  Treasurer, also  Town  Clerk,  In  pol¬ 
ities,  he  was  (irsl  a  Whig,  later  a  Republican,  mid 
in  1882  joined  the  Prohibition  lata,  cm  wh  ich  ticket 
lie  ran  for  the  Legislature  and  was  only  defeated 
In  a  small  majority.  Mr,  and  All's.  Lawshe  have 
been  the  architects  of  their  own  fortunes,  as  they 
si  ailed  even  with  tin*  world,  and  by  toil  and  econ¬ 
omy  have  gained  a  comfortable  competency. 

0TTO  a.  BKCKSTRAND,  who  is  engaged  in 
'  general  farming  on  section  9,  Cherry  Valiev 
Township,  Winnebago  County,  was  born  on 
the  l-llli  of  March,  18,12,  in  Sweden,  llis  parents 
are  both  nmv  deceased,  llis  hit  her,  P.  M.  Peter¬ 
son,  was  a  Swedish  farmer,  and  died  in  1872,  at 
the  age  of  sixty-seven  years.  His  wife  died  in 
18i!3,  when  iifty  years  of  age.  Tlun  w  *re  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Lutheran  Church,  and  lived  consistent 
Christian  lives.  Their  family  numbered  nine  eldi 
dren,  '•even  of  whom  are  now  living,  the  following 
being  residents  of  this  country :  A.  W.»  of  Minne¬ 
apolis;  Mrs,  A,  S.  GruniphsLuf  Chicago;  and  Alts. 
S.  I.  Johnson,  of  Rockford, 

Mr.  Beeksimnd,  whose  name  heads  this  record, 
spent  the  days  of  Ids  boyhood  and  youth  in  his 
parents*  home,  hut  at  the  age  of  eighteen  deter¬ 
mined  to  seek  his  fortune  in  America,  and  bidding 
good-bye  to  friends  and  native  laud,  sailed  for 
New  York  City.  On  reaching  this  eountrs,  he 
came  at  once  to  Rockford,  whore  his  brother,  A. 
W,,  was  then  living.  Some  years  later,  our  subject 
was  united  in  marriage  in  that  city  to  Miss  Anna 
A.  Carlson,  a  native  of  Sweden.  Her  father  was  a 
Lutheran  minister,  mid  died  in  middle  life  in  ids 
native  land.  Her  mother  is  still  living..  Mis. 
Beekstrand  is  !hc  onh  member  of  her  family*i.hal 
has  located  in  this  country.  She  crossed  the  At¬ 
lantic  in  18“<5,  came  to  Rockford,  and  has  since 
been  a  resident  of  Winnebago  County.  She  is  an 
intelligent  mid  cult  tired  lady,  and  has  ptovod  a 
good  wife  and  mol  her.  Two  children  have  been 
born  unlo  this  worth}  couple,  a  son  and  daughter. 
Celia  V.  and  Otto  G. 

Since  coming  to  this  county  in  1H7I),  Mr.  Beck- 
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strand  has  continuously  engaged  in  farmin'!;,  with  | 
the.  exception  of  two  years  spent  in  the  employ  of  J 
the  Forest  City  Furniture  Company.  He  worked  j 
ns  a  farm  hand  near  Rockford  for  a  year,  but  for  j 
the  past  eleven  years  has  owned  and  operated  his  i 
present  farm,  comprising  forty-two  acres  of  arable,  i 
land  on  section  9,  Cherry  Valley  Township.  lie  i 
has  his  farm  well-improved,  and  under  a  high  state  j 
of  cultivation,  and  is  a  well-known  agriculturist  j 
of  this  community,  who  lias  led  a  busy  and  upright  ! 
life,  well  deserving  the  high  re-gam  .n  which  he  is  j 
held,  In  politics,  he  is  a  supporter  of  Republican  I 
principles.  j 


^RICE  LEWIS,  deceased,  was  a  prominent 
citizen  of  New  Milford  Township,  Winne¬ 
bago  County,  ami  his  portrait  and  biog¬ 
raphy  add  value  to  this  volume.  lie  was 
born  in  Steuben,  Oneida  County,  N.  Y.,  and  was  a 
son  of  William  Lewis,  of  l ’Urn,  X.  Y.,  who  made  a 
line  farm  in  Steuben  Township,  Oneida  County, 
where  lie  was  a  prominent  citizen,  lie  served  as 
Justice  of  the  Peace  man,’,  years,  was  Supervisor, 
and  lepresented  His  district  in  the  State  Legisla¬ 
ture.  lie  married  Janette  Williams,  a  native  of 
Wales,  who  came  with  her  parents  to  this  country 
when  a  fluid.  In  polities,  1m  was  a  stanch  Repub¬ 
lican,  a  warm  admirer  of  Roseoe  Colliding,  whom  i 
he  considered  a  most  able  statesman,  ami  during  . 
the  late  Rebellion  was  active  in  recruiting  soldiers 
for  the  war.  He  was  twice  married,  and  had  six 
children .  i 

Our  subject  was  reared  to  manhood  on  a  farm  in  i 
Oneida  County,  N.  Y„  and  on  the  loth  of  June,  ^ 
l 87t>{  married  Miss  S.  L.  Ilizer,  of  that  county,  a  < 
daughter  of  Adam  and  Lucy  W.  Ilizer,  both  of 
whom  were  natives  of  Herkimer  County,  N.  \ ; 
and  the  parents  of  live  children,  two  sons  and 
three  daughters!  Mary  A„  Harriet,  Charles  W., 
Silas  II.  and  Sarah  L.  In  May,  1 07  l ,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Lewis  came  West  to  Rockford,  111.,  and  after  a  ; 
year  spent  in  that  city,  went  to  Flagg  Station,  ’ 
Ogle  County,  where  our  subject  engaged  in  buying  ; 
and  shipping  grain  for  three  years.  j 

In  December,  1871,  Mr.  Lewis  purchased  a  t 


farm  of  two  hundred  and  seventy-one  acres.  The 
land  was  arable,  but  without  buildings.  He  erected 
a  pleasant  residence  on  a  Hillside,  in  the  midst  of  a 
beautiful  oak  grove,  and  devoted  his  energies  to 
farming  until  his  death.  He.  made  a  specialty  of 
dairying  and  raising  stock,  and  was  very  success¬ 
ful  in  his  undertakings,  being  an  industrious  and 
enterprising  man,  possessed  of  good  business  abil¬ 
ity.  For  about  a  year  prior  to  bis  death,  his  health 
was  impaired,  but  on  the  morning  of  April  22, 
1391,  lie  had  been  around  attending  to  his  affairs, 
and  lay  down  to  rest,  when  he  soon  dropped  off 
into  that  sleep  from  which  there  is  no  awakening, 
lie  was  an  active  member  of  the  Methodist  Church, 
and  belonged  to  the  New  Milford  Lodge  of  Mod¬ 
ern  Woodmen,  of  which  be  was  a  charter  member 
and  at  the  time  of  his  death  was  Head  Counsel.  He 
was  highly  respected  by  all  who  knew  him,  and  his 
death  proved  a  loss  to  the  community  as  well  as 
to  his  immediate  family. 

Mrs.  Lewis  has  a  family  of  six  sons  and  a  daugh¬ 
ter*.  William  A.,  Charles  N.,  Elias,  Price,  Harriet, 
Matthew  Simpson  and  John  A.  Elias  is  attending 
(he  High  School  of  Rockford,  from  which  William 
was  graduated  in  1892,  and  the  family  is  one  of 
which  the  mother  may  well  be  proud.  She  lost 
one  son,  Ralph,  who  died  in  November,  1887,  at 
the  age  of  two  years.  Mrs.  Lewis  and  her  family 
are  in  comfortable  circumstances,  and  with  the  aid 
of  her  wins  she  manages  the  home  farm.  She  is  an 
active  and  faithful  member  of  the  Methodist 
Church,  and  a  lady  whose  many  excellencies  of 
character  have  endeared  her  to  all  with  whom  she 
lms  come  in  contact. 


KA  HS,  ELIZABETH  KINYON,  of  Belvidere, 
.[  \\  is  a  native  of  Stark  Couuty,  Ohio.  She 

;lt  !*■'  was  born  in  Massillon,  November  1(5,1835. 

Her  father*  Thomas  Marshall,  and  her 
grandfather,  Daniel  Clarkson  Marsha!!,  were  both 
natives  of  London,  England.  The  latter  married 
Sarah  Lincoln,  and  they  spent  their  entire  lives, in 
London.  Thomas  was  the  only  one  of  the  family 
who  came  to  America.  lie  was  ivuu-d  and  educa¬ 
ted  in  London,  and  sailed  for  the  United  States  in 
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1813,  landing  in  New  York  on  the  1.1  Hi  of  dime, 
lie  went  to  Ohio  a  few  weeks  later,  making  the 
trip  on  horseback,  and  there  engaged  in  teaming, 
making  his  homo  in  Stark  County  until  his  death. 
He  wedded  Isabel  Green  wood,  a  native  of  Liver¬ 
pool,  England,  and  a  daughter  of  «lolm  Henry  and 
Itl.uy  ^Martin)  Greenwood,  who  emigrated  with 
their  family  to  America  in  1813,  and  spent  the 
remainder  of  their  days  in  Ohio,  Mrs.  Marshall 
died  at  her  home  in  Belvidere  in  1880,  having 
long  survived  her  husband. 

Under  the  parental  roof  Mrs.  Kinyon  spent  the 
days  of  her  girlhood,  and  in  1833  gave  her  band 
in  marriage  to  Thomas  Hannah,  who  was  born  near  i 
Montreal,  Canada,  and  was  a  son  of  Thomas  and 
Sarah  (Swail)  Hannah.  He  was  reared  In  Canada, 
and  when  a  young  man  went  to  Ohio,  where  he 
engaged  in  farming  until  1833,  when  he  came  with 
his  wife  to  Boone  County  and  bought  a  tract  of 
land  in  Flora  Township,  where  he  engaged  in  farm¬ 
ing  until  18(12.  In  An*'  A  of  that  year,  he  en¬ 
listed  in  Company  G,  *  y-Iifth  Illinois  Infan¬ 
try,  and  participated  in  many  important  battles 
with  his  regiment.  He  continued  to  ;erve  until 
the  close  of  the  war,  when  he  was  honorably  dis¬ 
charged,  October  22,  18(13,  and  his  death  occurred 
one  month  after  his  return, 

Mrs.  Hannah  was  again  married,  1872,  this  time 
to  Job  Kinyon,  who  was  born  in  Huntington,  Vl., 
and  was  a  son  of  Sylvester  and  Mary  Kinyon,  and 
is  numbered  among  the  settlers  of  Boom*  County 
of  1814.  Purchasing  a  tract  of  land  in  Flora 
Township,  he  engaged  in  farming  until  1801, 
when,  at  the  first  call  for  troops,  be  enlisted  and 
was  mustered  in  as  Sergeant  when  Company  B,  of 
the  Fifteenth  Regiment,  was  formed.  He  served 
until  October  18,  1802,  when  he  was  honorably 
discharged  on  account  of  disability,  and  rclurmd 
home.  He  resided  upon  bis  farm  until  1808,  when 
on  account  of  ill  health  he  removed  to  Belvidere, 
where  be  lived  retired  until  his  death  in  April’ 
1800. 

By  her  first  marriage,  Mrs.  Kinyon  has  two  sons: 
Jesse,  the  elder,  married  Jennie  Louise  Ilunfoon, 
who  was  horn  in  Peru,  111.,  and  is  a  daughter  of 
Charles  II.  and  Emma  (Duncan)  llimtoon,  They 
have  three  children:  Margaret  K„  Robert  11.  and 


Marshall  V.  Thomas,  the  younger  sun,  wedded 
Louise  Bennett,  a  native  of  Belvidere,  and  a  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Samuel  and  Louise  (Hiploy)  Bennett.  Mrs. 
Kinyon  is  a  most  estimable  lady,  held  in  high 
regard  by  all  who  know  her,  and  her  friends 
throughout  the  community  are  many. 


UOMAS  FARLEY.  The  subject  of  thus 
sketch  was  horn  January  12,  1831,  in  Mor- 
gnu  County,  Ohio,  and  at  the  present  time 
resides  on  section  17,  Flora  Township,  Boone 
County.  Ills  father,  James  Farley,  was  born  No¬ 
vember  3U,  1804,  in  Marshall  County  (the  Pan¬ 
handle  district),  IV.  Va.,  while  his  father,  Andrew 
Farley,  was  a  native  of  York  County,  Pa.,  Ids  birth 
occurring  la  1740.  The  great-grandparents,  Thomas 
and  Jennie  (Finley)  Farley,  emigrated  from  the 
North  of  Ireland  from  the  vicinity  of  the  Boyne, 
the  former  having  taken  part  in  the  battle  ami 
siege  of  that  place  in  behalf  of  the  Protestants. 

Andrew  Farley,  the  grandfather,  was  a  man  of 
in  It  nonce  and  wealth,  and  took  an  active  part 
in  expelling  the  Indians  from  the  western  part 
of  Pennsylvania  and  Ohio.  During  that  pe¬ 
riod,  from  some  unknown  cause,  he  lost  his 
property,  and  thus  his  family  of  three  daughters 
and  four  sous  were  thrown  upon  their  own  re¬ 
sources  and  the  charities  of  the  world  at  the  time 
of  his  decease  in  1813.  Thomas,  one  of  the  sons, 
who  now  makes  his  home  in  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  at  the 
age  of  ninety-one  years,  pursued  the  cabinet¬ 
makers  trade  for  a  number  of  years,  or  until  bis 
ambition  led  him  into  polities.  He  was  the  incum¬ 
bent  of  the  of  decs  of  Clerk  of  the  Court,  Sheriff, 
Postmaster,  etc.,  on  the  Democratic  side,  and  wa, 
an  able  stump  speaker;  his  sons  ami  ’soas-imlaw 
are  in  the  employ  of  the  Pittsburg,  Ft.  Wayne  4 
Chicago  Railroad  Company,  holding  the  respective 
positions  of  Auditor,  Clerk,  Division  Superintend¬ 
ent  and  Civil  Engineer,  one  of  his  sons  having 
been  Auditor  for  twenty -five  years. 

James  Farley,  the  second  son  of  Andrew,  and 
tlx*  father  of  our  subject,  learned  flu*  trade  of  a 
brick-maker,  which  he  followed  successfully  until 
twenty-four  years  of  age,  pursuing  the  calling  hi 
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The  -  children  comprised  in  the  family  of  James  i 
and  Ellen  Taylor  Farley  were  Hannah,  who  was  ! 
born  in  1828,  and  married  William  Kirkland; 
Sarah,  who  was  born  in  1830,  became  the  wife  of 
Philip  Heckman;  Elizabeth,  who  was  born  in  1832. 
married  B.  B.  Ilovcy;  Thomas,  born  in  1834;  Mary  . 
Carpenter,  now  deceased,  born  in  1836;  Huey,  horn 
in  1854,  married  Austin  0.  Sprague,  who  was  killed 
in  1863,  in  a  charge  on  Champion  Ilitl,  in  the  war 
of  the  Rebellion,  Mrs.  Sprague  was  married  again 
to  John  Brooks.  Maria  L.,who  was  born  in  1810, 
is  now  Mrs,  Keith;  Beceie,  now  Mrs.  Dunwell,  and 
Nellie  (Hying),  were  born  in  1843.  The  latter  be¬ 
came  the  wife  of  Capt.  ,T.  W.  Ilicks,  of  the  regular 
army,  who  died  of  yellow  fever  in  Louisiana,  in 
1867.  Three  years  later,  Sirs.  Hicks  was  married 
to  Edwin  Thomas  Ironmaster,  at  Portland,  Me., 
who  died  in  1872,  and  in  1881  his  widow  became 
the  wife  of  David  Eckert,  of  Topeka,  Kan.  Carrie, 
the  youngest  of  the  family,  who  was  horn  in  1819, 
is  now  Mrs.  E.  T.  Frowe.  Thirty-seven  grand¬ 
children  are  living,  five  of  whom  are  atlorneys-al 
law,  three  physicians  nine  students,  live  farmers, 
or  fanners'  wives,  three  clerks,  two  merchants,  and 
one  engineer.  Ellen  Taylor  Farley,  the  mother  of 
Thomas  Farley,  died  in  Cherry  Valley,  October  25, 
1880,  aged  seventy-eight  years.  The  average  of 
the  ages  of  the  nine  no4f  living  of  the.  family  is 
fifty-five  years. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  married,  December 
25,  1859,  to  Lottie  E.  Sprague,  of  Washington 
County,  Ohio,  whose  distant  ancestors,  .Jonathan 
and  Joshua  Sprague,  were  among  the  first  colonists  i 
of  New  England.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Farley  were  the 
parents  of  two  daughters:  Euretta  If.,  born  No¬ 
vember  10,  1860,  died  in  February,  1886.  and  : 
Marietta,  who  was  born  in  February,  1862,  and 
died  January  10,  1863.  The.  wife  and  mother  de¬ 
parted  this  life  July  23,  1865. 

The  lady  whom  Mr.  Farley  chose  as  his  second 
wife  was  Mrs.  Jennie  P.  (Hay don)  Houghton,  their 
marriage  being  celebrated  September  3,  1868,  at  ; 
Halva,  this  State.  She  died  November  5,  1880.  . 
Her  ancestor  on  the  paternal  side,  William  Hayden, 
emigrated  from  England  to  Fayette  County,  Pa., 
which  place  was  their  home  for  some  five  genera¬ 
tions,  his  descendants  there  being  as  follows:  John,  \ 


and  two  in  succession  by  the  name  of  Jonathan."' 
Her  father’s  name  was  Jonathan  JefTcuson.  The 
family  lived  for  a  time  in  May&viUe,  Ky.,  emi¬ 
grating  from  there  to  Indiana,  and  thence  to  Fulton 
County,  this  State.  Mrs,  Farley’s  mother’s  name 
was  Reeves.  Her  family  were  from  Virginia,  while 
she  was  horn  in  Fountain  County,  I  ml.  Her  only 
son,  Prof.  F.  A,  Houghton,  is  a  graduate  of  Cam¬ 
bridge  University,  and  for  a  number  of  years  was 
Rrofessor  of  Natural  Seienee  in  the  Englewood 
High  School;  Eunice  and  Eugenia,  her  twin 
daughters,  born  in  Cherry  Valley  May  13,  1870, 
are  students  of  Hillsdale  College.  These  two 
rhuighters  are  the  only  children  Mr.  Farley  1ms 
living.  In  addition  lo  her  due  natural  abilities, 
Mrs.  Farley  hart  considerable  training  in  music 
and  other  accomplishments. 

a  '  ~  — Xnjt [l,'  a 

P  ANIKL  RYAN.  In  the  annals  of  Seward 
)  Township,  Winnebago  County,  the  name  of 
this  gentleman  occupies  an  honorable  place 
as  (mo  of  Us  ellleieut  pioneers,  who  has  given  prac¬ 
tical  aid  in  making  it  one  of  the  finest  fanning 
regions  in  this  section  of  the  county.  By  steady 
toil  and  excellent  management,  he  has  acquired  a 
valuable  property  since  coming  to  Illinois, and  has 
a  large  tract  of  two  hundred  acres,  all  lying  in 
one  body,  besides  ten  acres  in  Ogle  County,  his 
entire  acreage  being  under  the  best  of  cultivation 
and  exceedingly  well  improved, 

Like  many  of  the  prominent  residents  of  Win¬ 
nebago  Comity,  our  subject  was  born  in  County 
Kilkenny,  Ireland,  November  28,  1829,  and  is  a 
son  of  Thomas  and  Julia  Ryan,  who  were  horn, 
reared  and  died  in  their  native  Ireland.  Daniel 
remained  at  home  until  1847,  when,  desiring  to 
see  something  of  the  New  World,  he  emigrated  to 
the  United  Stales,  and  for  seven  years  worked  by 
the  month  on  farms  in  New  York  Suite.  At  the 
end  of  that  time,  he  came  to  Winnebago  County, 
with  wlio.se  interests  he  1ms  been  identified  over 
since. 

The  lady  to  whom  our  subject  was  married  June 
22,  1862,  was  Mias  Alary  Flynn,  a  native  of  West¬ 
meath,  Ireland,  where  her  birth  occurred  March 
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upon  which  they  resided  until  1867,  when  they  re-  J 
moved  to  Rockford.  The  daughter  born  to  Mr. 
And  Mrs.  Powell,  Ella,  is  now  Mrs.  Ilarry  Allen, 
and  the  mother  of  one  son,  George.  Mrs.  Powell’s 
father,  Conrad  Quackenboss,  was  a  native  of  bower 
Canada,  and  resided  on  a  farm  near  Dunham  until  j 
18  to,  when,  with  his  wife  and  four  children,  he  j 
came  to  Illinois.  Locating  in  Boone  County,  he  j 
purchased  land  two  aud  one-half  miles  front  Bel- 
videre,  which  was  his  home  at  the  time  of  his  de¬ 
cease  in  1817.  The  maiden  name  of  his  wife  was 
Jane  McIntosh,  whose  birth  occurred  near  Bedford, 
Province  of  Quebec.  She  was  a  daughter  of  John 
and  Elizabeth  (Astletine)  McIntosh,  and  is  at  the 
]•  resent  time  residing  with  Mrs.  Powell,  at  the  ad¬ 
vanced  age  of  eighty-eight  years.  On  another 
page  may  be  found  a  portrait  of  Mr.  Powell. 


jkA  RS.  LAVINIA  LAKE  has  lived  in  Winnc- 
bago  County  longer  than  any  other  woman 
jl  Is  residing  in  its  borders  at  the  present  time. 
$  She  was  born  in  Somersetshire,  England, 
on  the  lOth  of  April,  1806,  and  is  a  daughter  of 
John  and  Jane  (Williams)  Atkins.  Her  parents 
were  also  natives  of  Somersetshire,  and  there  spent 
their  entire  lives,  the  father  engaging  in  the  butch¬ 
ering  business  and  in  farming. 

Mrs.  Lake  resided  with  her  parents  until  twelve 
years  of  age,  when  she  went  to  live  with  her  grand¬ 
mother,  Mrs.  Atkins,  and  there  remained  until 
twenty-live  years  of  age.  when  she  gave  her  hand 
in  marriage  to  Thomas  Lake,  who  was  horn  at 
Blackford  Farm,  Somersetshire,  England,  July  1, 
1806,  and  was  a  son  of  William  and  Elizabeth  Lake. 
In  May,  1832,  the  young  couple  sailed  from  Bristol 
to  New  York  as  passengers  on  hoard  the  vessel 
“  Charlotte,”  which  dropped  anchor  in  the  Ameri¬ 
can  harbor  after  a  voyage  of  seven  weeks  and 
three  days.  Cholera  at  that  time  raged  in  New 
York  City, so  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lake  went  up  the  river 
to  Troy,  where  he  worked  for  a  short  time,  when 
cholera  there  broke  out  and  they  left  for  Buffalo. 
As  the  inhabitants  of  that  city  were  very  much 
afraid  of  the  disease,  they  cm,”'.rked  on  a  schooner 


bound  for  Cleveland,  where  again  they  found  the 
same  dread  of  the  disease.  However,  they  were 
Unally  permitted  to  land,  but  Mr.  Lake  could  not. 
secure  employment  ui  Cleveland,  lie  then  wen  tin  to 
the  country  about  llfteen  miles  distant  and  engaged 
to  work  as  a  farm  hand.  In  the  fall  of  the  same 
year,  he  entered  the  employ  of  a  carpenter,  who 
was  to  pay  him  $10  per  month.  The  following 
summer,  he  went  to  Cleveland,  where  he  again 
worked  at  the  carpenter’s  trade.  It  was  his  inten¬ 
tion  to  secure  a  farm  on  coming  to  America  and 
engage  in  agricultural  pursuits,  so  with  this  end 
in  view  he  bought  a  tract  of  timber  land  a  few 
miles  from  the  oily,  hiring  ten  cleared  acres,  lie 
then  worked  a  half  day  himself  but  in  that  time 
was  convinced  that  he  was  not  suited  for  such 
arduous  employment. 

In  1837),  Mr.  Lake  sold  his  property,  and  in  the 
fall  of  that  year  started  for  Chicago,  where  in* 
arrived  in  October.  At  that  time,  Chicago  was 
hut  a  village,  and  the  surrounding  country  was 
sparsely  settled,  in  fact,  some  of  the  land  was  still 
owned  by  the  Government.  Mr.  Lake  there 
worked  at  his  trade  until  February  of  the  follow¬ 
ing  year,  when  with  his  family  he  started  for 
Roekfoid,  accompanied  by  an  old  acquaintance, 
Mr.  Toogood,  and  his  family'.  They  were  to  make 
the  journey  by  teams.  On  arriving  at  the  Kish- 
waukee  River,  owing  to  the  thinness  of  the  iee 
they  could  not  cross,  so  took  possession  of  a  vacant 
log  cabin,  where  they  spent  two  weeks.  They 
then  pushed  on  to  Rockford,  where  Mr,  Lake  made 
a  claim  now  included  in  the  township  of  Rockford. 
In  a  log  cabin  which  he  built,  himself  and  wife  be¬ 
gan  life  on  the  Western  frontier  in  true  pioneer 
style.  He  engaged  in  carpenter  work  for  some 
lime  and  assisted  in  building  the  first  frame  house 
m  Rockford.  A  few  years  later,  he  purchased  a 
farm  in  Guilford  Township  and  there  made  his 
home  until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  IHHii.  lie 
was  a  very  successful  farmer  and  improved  a 
beautiful  and  valuable  home.  The  residence  is  a 
story  and  a-half  brick  bouse,  which  sits  well  back 
from  the  road  and  is  surrounded  by  a  grove  of 
trees,  including  maple  and  shrub  cedars. 

Fnto  Mr,  and  Mrs.  Lake  were  born  two  children 
who  are  yet  living:  Robert  W.,  now  a  resident  <>f 


Plymouth  County,  Iowa  and  Eliza  who  residua 
with  her  mother.  Mrs.  Lake  is  still  living  „„  (lie 
old  homestead  and  is  a  most  estimable  lady.  She 
has  a  wide  acquaintance,  throughout  this  com¬ 
munity  and  is  held  in  high  regard  by  all  who  know 
lier.  Her  long  residence  in  the  county  well  en¬ 
titles  her  to  a  representation  in  this  volume  and  it 
is  with  pleasure  that  we  record  her  sketch 


y^jj’N'DRKW  (L  LOWRY,  retired,  is  one  of  the 
pioneers  of  this  county  and  one  of  its 
I  most  substantial  citizens.  Ho  was  born  in 
Qj.  Wnmm  County,  Pa.,  on  the  17th  of  May 
m7'  antl  wns  fivt’  years  of  age  when  bis  parents 
removed  to  Lake  County,  Ohio,  where  be  received 
his  education  aud  grew  to  manhood.  lie  became 
familiar  with  the  arduous  duties  of  the  farm  at  an 
early  ago,  but  when  about  twenty-one  years  old 
went  to  Mercer  County,  Pa.,  and  was  engaged  1: 
Ike  coal  business  for  n  few  years.  .Selling  out  to  a 
’•'other,  he.  left  Pennsylvania  and  came  to  Rock' 
ford,  Ill.,  where  he  has  boon  a  resilient  since  1So2 
Mr.  Lowry  began  business  in  this  city  as  a  buyer 
of  grain  and  produce,  which  he  continued  until 
u's  retirement.  He  was  also  engaged  in  business 
in  Milwaukee,  Wis.,  as  a  grain  dealer  and  was  fairly 
prosperous  in  all  his  transactions.  He  has  .%  pleas¬ 
ant  home  at  the  corner  of  Peach  and  West  Streets 
and  is  well  known  throughout  Winnebago  County 
as  an  honorable,  upright  citizen,  win.  has  many 
warm  friends. 

Morrow  Lowry,  father  of  our  subject,  was  horn 
in  the  North  of  Ireland,  of  Scotch  parentage.  lie 
was  but  seven  years  of  age  when  his  patents,  in 
the  latter  part  of  the  last  century,  came  to  America 
and  made  a  settlement  in  or  near  Erie,  Pa  The 
members  of  this  family  became  the  owners  of  |lu,.-o 
tmcls  of  valuable  land  in  the  Keystone  Stale,  and 
«»ver  this  was  great  litigation,  costing  the  family 
many  thousands  of  dollars. 

After  living  jn  Ohio  for  some  time,  Morrow 
Lowry  returned  to  Pennsylvania  whore  lie  passed 
the  closing  scenes  of  his  life.  He  was  a  Presbyte¬ 
rian  in  his  religions  belief  and  a  Democrat  in  pol- 
'Um'  IIiswifp  •sl‘i‘Vived  him  (wo  years  and  died 
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when  seventy-seven  years  of  age.  She  was  form¬ 
erly  a  Miss  Mary  Hibson,  of  American  parentage, 
and  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  where-  she  passed 
icr  early  life.  Three  children  were  the  result  of 
this  marriage,  Andrew  0.  being  the  oldest.  Alex¬ 
ander  the  second  son,  lost  his  life  at  the  first  battle 
o  Bull  Run,  lighting  for  his  country,  and  Israel 
LL  is  a  gram  commission  merchant  of  Milwaukee, 
iorrow  Lowry  was  the  father  of  ten  children  by 
1ms  .mt  ra, Triage.  „||  „f  wl.om  Hve.l  to  grow  to 
inaulKioii  ami  womanhood,  but  all  are  now  deceased. 

c  nd row.  (h  Lowry,  after  coming  to  Rockford, 
marned  Miss  Eliza  Bingham,  a  native  of  Bradford 
ounty  Pa  i„  which  Stale  sim  was  reared  and 
t  (hunted.  Her  father  died  in  the  prime  of  life  and 
hm  widow  afterward  came  to  Illinois  with  her 
h.ee  children  and  died  when  full  of  years.  She 
lef  t  mee  daughter  Mrs.  Lowry,  wife  of  our  sub¬ 
ject,  being  the  youngest. 

Three  children  have  blessed  (be  union  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Lowry:  Hugh  L,  i„  the  employ  of  A. 
Ashton  s  dry-goods  house  of  Rockford;  Walter  B 
a  banleer  of  Kirkland,  ill.,  now  man ied  to  Mb*’ 
Kellie  French,  of  Rockford,  and  Mary  K.,af  home 
and  a  graduate  of  Rockford  College. 


j>OBKRT  K()SS-  Tho  venerablc  and  hMilv- 
H  7U‘('nuHl  of  Koekford  whose  life 

|  8kot<*h  IS  presented  (,,  the  readers  of  this 
VV9  volume  is  a  native  of  Scotland,  horn  in 
J  ke,  Murray, shire,  April  28,  LSLk  IBs  father, 
M  illiam,  died  in  that  shire  when  seventy-nine 
years  old,  and  his  grandfather.  Alexander/  was  a 
native  of  Roth. shire.  For  generations,  the  family 
ms  been  devoted  to  agricultural  pursuits  and 
Robert was  reared  to  rural  life,  early  learning  to 
till  the  sod  and  harvest  the  grain.  I,i  18M!  he 
enme  to  America,  and  remembers  well  the  ruin’s  of 
the  great  tiro  of  December,  IHJl.j,  at  New  York 
TI,e  mollun.  of  our  snLjoet,  ,vl„«.  mai.lm  ,u„,u, 
s  (  Lnstiue  MciiounLI,  reared  „im,  (,llil(il.m. 
four  eons  end  live  dnugLIors.  nl!  „f  rtim, 

TrT  u";,'  <™‘1’1  Lie  ™tar  Jaue. 

After  Mr.  lioss  emue  loll.e  Cniled  Slates,  lie  wrvwl 
Il.ree  .years  llt  Li*  lra,!c  of  a  stone  sim,. 
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which  his  attention  lias  been  devoted  exclusively  j 
to  the  business.  .Since  1816,  he  has  been  actively  : 
engaged  as  contractor  and  Superintendent  of  j 
bridge  building,  and  is  probably  the  oldest  inspector  j 
of  bridges  in  the.  country,  his  reputation  having  j 
extended  throughout  the  nation.  In  Rockford,  he  1 
is  particularly  known  as  the  builder  of  the  three 
bridges  across  Rock  River,  and  he  received  calls  to  : 
every  part  of  the  United  States  to  erect  bridges. 

I11  February,  1845,  occurred  the  marriage  of 
Mr.  Ross  and  Catherine,  a  daughter  of  George  and 
Efiie  Biruey,  natives  respectively  of  Scotland  and 
New  York.  They  have  one  son,  William  George, 
who  is  married  and  resides  with  his  family  near 
the  parental  home  in  Rockford.  Notwithstanding 
his  advanced  years,  Mr.  Ross  is  in  robust  health, 
and  his  wife  is  also  as  keen  and  sprightly  as  in 
days  long  gone  by.  Their  friends  unite  in  wish-  ! 
ing  for  them  many  years  of  continued  happiness  1 
and  comfort. 

The  following  are  some  of  the  bridges  and  water  i 
works  on  which  Mr.  Ross  has  been  engaged  during  ; 
construction:  1839-40,  Superintendent  of  Ma¬ 
sonry,  Boston  &  Albany  Railroad  bridges  in  Green 
Mountains;  1841,  Superintendent  of  Masonry, 
bridge  over  Quinebaug  River,  Norwich,  Conn.;  : 
high  bridge  over  Harlem  River,  N.  Y.;  bridge  over 
Connecticut  River  for  Hartford  A:  New  Haven  i 
Railroad;  1846-47,  Superintendent  of  Masonry,  [ 
bridge  over  Richelieu  River,  near  Montreal, Canada;  I 
1847-48,  bridge  over  Connecticut  River  for  I 
Hartford  &  Willimantic  Railroad;  1854,  five  ■ 
bridges  over  Harlem  Flats,  Fourth  Avenue,  N.  Y.;  I 
1855,  railroad  bridge  over  Harlem  River  at  North  ! 
Haven,  N.  Y.;  railroad  bridge  over  Susquehanna  j 
River  at  Havre  do  Grace,  Md.;  1855-56,  bridges  | 
and  aqueducts  for  United  Stales  Armory  Build-  » 
ings,  Springfield,  Mass.;  1858,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y., 
Waterworks;  1859,  bridge  No.  7,  Central  Park, 

N.  Y.;  i860,  bridge  over  Connecticut  River  at 
Northampton  and  Amherst,  Mass.  During  war,  ; 
Springtown,  N.  J.,  and  Elizabeth,  N.  J.,  for  .Jersey 
Central  Railroad;  1865,  New  Ilnvcn,  Conn.;  1866,  1 
Windsor,  Conn.;  1867,  Quincy,  III,  over  Mississippi  j 
River;  1808-69,  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  Waterworks;  1870.  ! 
Hannibal,  Mo.,  railroad  bridge  over  Mississippi  | 
River;  1871.  St.  Joseph,  Mo.,  railroad  bridge  over  i 


Mississippi  River;  1878,  Louisiana,  Mo.,  railroad 
bridge  over  Mississippi  River;  1876,  Boston 
Waterworks;  bridge  over  Missouri  River  at  Glas¬ 
gow,  Mo.,  ai  d  another  at  Plaltsmouth,  Neb,; 
1881-82,  railroad  bridge  over  Missouri  River  at 
Bismarck,  Dak,;  1888,  railroad  bridge  over  Missouri 
River  at  Blair,  Neb.;  over  the  Blue  River  at  Beal 
rice,  Nob.,  and  another  at  Blue  Springs,  Neb.;  rail¬ 
road  bridge  for  Union  Pad  lie  at  Papillion,  Neb.; 
1888-84,  railroad  bridge  over  Mississippi  River  at 
Minneapolis,  Minn.,  for  the  Northern  Pacific  Rail¬ 
road,  and  two  other  bridges  for  the  same  road, 
twenty-live  or  thirty  miles  from  Minneapolis; 
1886-87,  mil  road  and  passenger  bridge  over  Mis¬ 
souri  Liver  at  Omaha,  Neb.  Also  three  bridges  at 
Rockford,  and  many  others  involving  a  vast  ex¬ 
penditure  of  money  and  enormous  responsibility. 


JjP7!'  NDREW  BOWER,  a  retired  farmer  residing 
1  at  No.  1011  Charles  Street,  Rockford,  Ill., 
1,  if’  where  he  owns  a  good  home,  is  another  of 
the  many  prominent  citizens  of  the  county 
who  is  of  foreign  birth.  Ho  was  born  in  Wurtem- 
burg,  Germany,  on  the  5th  of  December,  1835,  and 
his  parents,  Frederick  and  Regina  Bower,  were  na¬ 
tives  of  the  same  city  in  whioh  they  passed  tlidr 
entire  lives.  Their  deaths  occurred  almost  at  the 
same  time  and  t  hey  were  buried  in  the  same  grave, 
both  when  about  seventy  years  of  age.  They  were 
Protestants  in  their  religious  belief.  Andrew  Bower 
was  but  seventeen  years  of  age  when  be  left  his 
native  country,  and,  with  his  brother  Michael, 
crossed  the  ocean  to  America.  They  landed  in  New 
York  City  in  February,  1852,  after  a  voyage  <>f 
forty-seven  days,  and  there  Andrew  remained  for 
four  years.  He  then  went  to  Cook  County,  111., 
and  in  the  year  1856  removed  to  Winnebago 
County,  where,  by  industry  and  economy,  he 
accumulated  a  handsome  property.  He  was  still 
a  single  gentleman,  and  in  1861  be  was  mar¬ 
ried  to  Miss  Sarah  Sheer,  a  native  of  York 
County,  Pa.,  born  ftjLarelt  25,  1887,  and  the  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Peter  and  Catherine  (Hass)  Sheer,  nUo 
natives  of  Unit  county  and  of  German  descent. 
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There  both  passed  the  closing  scenes  of  their  lives, 
the  father  dying  at  the  age  of  seventy-six  and  the 
mother  at  the  age  of  eighty-four  years.  Mr,  Sheer 
was  a  blacksmith  by  trade.  He  was  a  member  of 
the  Lutheran  and  she  of  the  Congregational 
Church.  After  his  marriage,  Mr.  Bower  purchased 
a  good  farm,  began  making  improvements,  and 
soon  became  welt  known  for  bis  thrift  and  energy, 
tye  is  the  owner  of  four  hundred  and  twenty  acres 
of  excellent  farming  land,  and  his  buildings  are 
all  substantial  and  commodious.  He  remained  on 
this  until  1891  and  then  removed  to  Rockford, 
leaving  the  farm  to  he  managed  by  his  son.  Mrs. 
Bower  was  one  of  twelve  children  bora  to  her  par¬ 
ents,  and  six  are  still  living.  She  remained  under 
the  parental  roof  until  1855,  when  she  came  to 
this  State  and  county  and  was  married,  in  Cherry 
Yallcy  Township,  to  Mr.  Bower.  The  fruits  of  this 
union  were  three  children;  Sadie  who  died  when 
eighteen  years  of  age;  Lizzie,  wife  of  C,  J.  Ratliff,  is 
now  residing  on  a  farm  in  New  Milford,  tins 
county,  and  Eugene  N.has  the  management  of  his 
father's  farm  in  Cherry  Valley.  Ho  married  Miss 
Jessie  Clark.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bower  are  classed  among 
the  wealthy  and  much  esteemed  citizens  of  the 
county,  and  all  they  have  accumulated  is  the  re¬ 
sult  of  their  own  efforts.  Mr.  Bower  has  held  a 
number  of  the  township  offices  and  discharged  the 
duties  of  the  same  in  a  very  satisfactory  manner. 
Ho  is  a  stockholder  in  the  Forest  City  National 
Bank,  also  a  stockholder  in  the  Star  Furniture 
Company,  and  Middle  Furniture  Company,  and 
owns  much  valuable  property  in  Rockford. 

J”j ESSE  BUOKBEE,  deceased,  was  one  of  the. 
early  settlers  of  Winnebago  County  of 
1845.  Ho  was  born  in  Orange  County^ 
__  '  N,  V.,  in  1796,  and  was  a  son  of  Russell 
Bnckboe,  a  Revolutionary  soldier,  who  was  born 
in  the  Empire  State  and  resided  in  Monroe  Town¬ 
ship,  near  Sugar  Loaf,  Orange  County,  N.  Y.,  until 
his  death  when  about  sixty  years  of  age.  The  fam¬ 
ily  is  of  English  desceut,  being  founded  by  an 
English  baker,  who,  on  coming  to  this  country,  lo¬ 
cated  in  New  York  City.  The  mother  of  our  sub¬ 


ject  was  in  her  maidenhood  Elizabeth  Mapes.  She 
was  also  born  in  New  York  and  died  at  the  age 
of  ninety  years.  Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Buokbee  were 
members  of  the  Methodist  Church. 

Jesse  Buokbee  was  married  in  the  county  of  his 
nativity  to  Miss  Mary  Secor,  who  was  reared  and 
educated  in  Orange  County.  She  was  born  of 
French  parentage.  Two  of  her  brothers,  James 
and  Abraham,  were  soldiers  in  the  War  of  1812. 
Her  father  was  a  prominent  landholder  at  High¬ 
land  Mills,  Orange  County,  N.  Y.,  who  owned 
much  property  and  a  number  of  slaves. 

In  1845,  with  his  family,  Jesse  Buokbee  came 
to  Illinois,  locating  in  this  county.  He  made  pur¬ 
chase  of  three  hundred  acres  of  land  and,  with 
|  the  exception  of  forty  acres,  the  entire  amount  is 
now  within  the  city  limits,  and  much  of  it  has 
been  laid  out  in  lots  and  built  up.  He  was  not 
long  permitted  to  enjoy  his  new  home,  for  his 
death  Occurred  in  October,  1846.  His  wife  sur¬ 
vived  him  some  years  and  died  at  the  home  of 
her  son  in  Rockford,  in  March,  1875,  at  the  ad¬ 
vanced  age  of  eighty-four  years. 

Unto  this  worthy  couple  were  born  ten  children, 
but  six  are  now  deceased.  The  living  are  Eleanor 
W.,  who  is  now  the  wife  of  John  Ames,  a  farmer 
of  Dane  County,  Wis.,  by  whom  she  has  had  ten 
sons;  Francis  A.,  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  residing  at 
Lake  Geneva,  married  Jennie  Palmer;  Charles  W., 
who  is  unmarried,  resides  with  his  younger  brother 
in  Rockford,  they  being  interested  together  in  bus¬ 
iness.  Theodore  E.  completes  the  family.  He  re- . 
sides  at  No.  1 107  Kishwaukee  Street,  and  is  a  farmer. 
He  and  his  brother  were  the  original  proprietors 
Of  the  first  and  second  Buckbec’s  Addition  to 
Rockford.  So  rapidly  did  their  property  increase 
in  value  that  they  both  have  become  wealthy 
men  and  are  prominent  citizens  of  the  commu¬ 
nity.  Miss  Catherine  E.  AUington  became  the 
wife  of  Theodore  E.  Buokbee.  She  was  bora  and 
reared  in  Chemung  Count)',  N.  Y.,  and  educated 
at  Lima,  that;  State,  after  which,  she  engaged  in 
teaching  for  some  years.  Her  father,  the  Rev. 
Jacob  AUington,  was  a  prominent  lumberman 
and  landholder  and  also  a  Methodist  minister.  He 
died  in  Chemung  County,  N.  Y.,  and  his  wife, 
whose  maiden  name  was  Catherine  E.  Westbrook, 


944 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


was  also  called  to  her  final  rest  while  living  in 
that  county. 

Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Theodore  E.  Buckbee  have 
been  bom  two  sons:  Hiram  W.,  who  is  proprietor 
of  the  Forest  City  Greenhouses,  located  on  Kish- 
waukee  Street,  and  also  owns  a  large  seed  store  on 
South  Main  Street,  wedded  May  Brown,  and  they 
reside  with  her  mother,  Mrs.  Judge  William 
Brown,  John  T.,  who  is  living  at  home,  is  the  over¬ 
seer  of  his  brother’s  seed  store  and  is  a  young  man 
of  excellent  business  and  executive  ability.  Mrs. 

,  Theodore  E.  Buckbee  is  a  member  of  the  Method¬ 
ist  Church,  The  Buckbee  family  is  well  worthy 
of  representation  in  this  volume,  for  its  members 
have  long  been  connected  with  the  history  of  the 
county,  and  are  numbered  among  the  valued  and 
leading  citizens. 

ENRY  GRAHAM,  The  gentleman  who  is 
I fll)  following  farming  pursuits  op  section  32, 
Rockton  Township,  is  not  only  well  and 
(jjH,  favorably  known  in  the  community  where 
he  resides,  but  enjoys  an  enviable  reputation 
throughout  Winnebago  County.  He  is  a  native 
of  Pennsylvania,  born  in  Northumberland  County, 
on  the  Susquehanna  River,  December  20,  1823. 
The  'farm  where  lie  first  opened  his  eyes  to  the 
light  had  been  purchased  by  his  grandfather, 
Henry  Graham,  soon  after  the  close  of  the  Revo¬ 
lutionary  War,  in  which  he  had  served  for  seven 
years.  At  the  the  time  of  its  settlement,  it  com¬ 
prised  two  hundred  acres  of  wild  timber  land,  as 
yet  unsurveyed  by  the  Government  and  outside 
the  settled  portion  of  the  State.  He  had  been  at¬ 
tracted  thither  by  the  excellent  soil  on  the  bot¬ 
toms  of  Warrior  Run,  or  Creek  River,  near  the 
Susquehanna. 

One  John  Shannon,  who  had  been  Grandfather 
Graham’s  comrade  during  those  seven  long  years 
of  hardship  and  war,  took  a  claim  adjoining  iiis, 
and  these  two  brave  soldiers  of  the  Revolution, 
with  commendable  and  undaunted  .courage,  set 
about  the  battle  of  civil  life  with  a  determination 
to  conquer  the  wilderness  and  gain  an  honest  in¬ 
dependence.  In  that  effort,  as  in  the  war,  success 


crowned  their  exertions,  and  they  made  good 
homes  for  their  families,  whom  they  surrounded 
with  the  comforts  of  life. 

The  fourth  among  the  seven  children  in  the 
family  of  Grandfather  Graham  was  Matthew,  who 
was  born  on  the  Pennsylvania  homestead  in 
1796.  In  his  early  manhood,  he  was  married  to 
Miss  Martha  Shannon,  a  lady  of  Irish  descent, 
who  was  probably  born  in  the  North  of  Ireland. 
Her  parents  had  been  wealthy  and  had  owned  an 
estate  on  the  Shannon  River  which  was  con¬ 
fiscated  by  the  British  Government.  When  our 
subject  was  fifteen  years  old,  lie  accompanied  his 
parents  to  Centro  County,  Pa,,  where  thoy  bought 
an  improved  farm  five  miles  from  Bellefonto. 

In  the  above-named  city,  Henry  Graham  learned 
the  trade  of  a  plasterer,  which  has  been  his  occu¬ 
pation  during  the  most  of  his  long  and  industri¬ 
ous  life.  When  Henry  Clay  was  the  Presidential 
nominee,  ho  would  have  voted  for  him  as  enthusi¬ 
astically  as  he  had  already  “carried  the  torch  for 
Tippecanoe  and  sung  the  songs  for  Tyler,  too,” 
but  ho  was  six  weeks  under  voting  age.  Befoie 
he  had  an  opportunity  to  cast  his  balled;,  experi¬ 
ence  and  observation  had  converted  him  to  the 
cause  of  tho  Abolitionists,  and  lie  has  ever  since 
cast  his  vote  for  tho  oppressed  and  for  good 
morals.  During  his  sojourn  in  the  Southern 
States,  where  he  worked  at  his  trade,  he  saw 
“Uncle  Tom’s  Cabin”  in  real  life.  He  plastered 
an  elegant  residence  on  a  large  plantation  in 
Mississippi,  twenty  miles  east  of  Yazoo,  where 
from  three  to  five  hundred  slaves  were  worked, 
and  between  fifty  and  sixty  little  children  were 
cared  for  by  one  old  crippled  nurse  during  the 
hours  of  field  labor. 

The  first  marriage  of  Mr.  Graham  took  place  in 
Janesville,  Wis.,  in  May,  1850,  when  Miss  Melissa 
J.  Shurtloff,  of  Beloit,  became  his  wife.  She  died 
in  1858,  of  consumption,  and  her  two  children,  a 
son  and  a  daughter,  died  of  tho  same  disease  when 
quite  young.  In  1858,  Mr.  Graham  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Miss  Ellen  Foster,  of  Edwards- 
burg,  Cass  County,  Mich.  Her  father,  Andrew 
Foster,  was  born  in  Milton,  Pa.,  and  carried  on 
farming  operations  there  and  at  Edwardsburg  until 
his  death  at  the  latter  place,  when  eighty-three 
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years  old.  The  mother  of  Mrs.  Graham  bore  the 
maiden  name  of  Rachael  MoMichael  and  died  at 
Ed  wards  burg,  in  April,  1885,  at  the  age  of  about 
four-score  years. 

Mrs.  Graham  was  the  second  among  seven  chil¬ 
dren,  two  sons  and  five  daughters,  all  of  whom 
are  living,  with  the  exception  of  one  sister,  Mar¬ 
garet  Foster,  formerly  a  teacher,  who  was  drowned 
while  going  to  her  school  one  day.  Mrs.  Graham 
was  born  in  Ohio,  March  8,  1831.  They  reared 
eight  children,  one  of  whom,  Matthew,  died  in 
July,  1890,  when  twenty-four  years  old,  leaving  a 
widow  and  one  child.  The  survivors  are  as  fol¬ 
lows;  Andrew  F.,  horn  in  December,  1858;  Liz¬ 
zie,  in  May,  I860;  Margaret,  in  June,  1862;  Rachael, 
in  Juno,  1864;  Jennie,  in  June,  1868;  Harry,  in 
December,  1870;  and  Lucy,  in  October,  1872. 

From  1847  until  1852,  Mr.  Graham  resided  in 
Beloit,  whence  be  removed  to  Winnebago  County 
and  settled  on  eighty  acres,  a  part  of  UiS'  present 
large  farm,  trading  his  home  in  Beloit  for  this 
farm.  Ho  continued  in  the  business  of  plastering 
and  has  plastered  many  of  the  best  houses  in 
Roscoe,  his  first  job  being  the  Methodist  Episco¬ 
pal  Church  in  1849,  and  he  has  undoubtedly  done 
more  and  better  work  in  that  line  than  shy  man 
in  the  county.  While  in  Beloit,  he  plastered  the 
first  Beloit  College  building,  and  well  remembers 
the  first  public  meeting  he  there  attended,  it  being 
the  services  in  connection  with  the  laying  of  the 
corner-stone  of  that  structure. 


e HESTER  CLARK  LEACH,  one  of  the  old 
and  honored  residents  of  Boone  County,  is 
the  owner  Of  a  splendid  estate  in  Caledonia 
Township  which  his  enterprise  and  good  judgment 
have  brought  to  a  good  state  of  cultivation.  He 
was  bom  in  Dorset,  Bennington  County,  Vt.,  Feb¬ 
ruary  28,  1820.  His  father,  Joseph  Leach,  was 
horn  in  Canterbury,  Conn.,  where  also  his  father, 
Elisha  Leach,  was  born  The  great-grandfather  of 
MY.  Leach  was  a  native  of  Connecticut  and  of 
English  ancestry. 

Grandfather  Elisha  Leach  moved  to  Pawlet  soon 
after  the  Revolutionary  War,  whore  he  purchased 


timber  land  and  spent  bis  entire  life.  The  maiden 
name  of  his  wife  was  Lucy  Cady,  a  native  of  Can¬ 
terbury,  Conn.,  who  survived  her  husband  and 
after  her  second  marriage  died  at  the  home  of  her 
son  in  Dorset,  Vt.  The  father  of  our  subject 
learned  the  trade  of  a  carpenter  and  joiner,  and 
after  his  marriage  located  in  Dorset,  where  he 
purchased  a  farm  and  resided  until  1836.  He 
then  disposed  of  his  property  and  removed  to 
Genesee  County,  N.  Y,,  locating  in  the  town  of 
Stafford,  where  he  bought  property  of  the  Holland 
Land  Company  and  resided  until  1852,  the  date 
of  his  removal  to  Michigan.  The  elder  Mr.  Leach 
located  in  Calhoun  County,  which  was  his  abiding- 
place  until  his  death.  Our  subject’s  mother,  who 
bore  the  maiden  name  of  Clara  Clark,  was  born 
in  Canterbury,  Conn.,  and  was  the  daughter  of 
Elisha  and  Clara  (Starkweather)  Clark.  She  reared 
a  family  of  eleven  children  aud  departed  this  life 
at  the  home  of  a  daughter  in  Albion,  Mieli. 

Chester  C.  Leach  was  sixteen  years  of  age  when 
his  parents  removed  to  New  York,  where  he  en¬ 
tered  tlie  employ  of  the  New  York  Central  Railroad 
Company,  with  whom  he  remained  for  six  years, 
and  then  commenced  to  learn  the  trade  of  a  stone 
mason,  being  employed  in  the  public  works  of  the 
Empire  State  until  1845.  Mr.  Leach  then  decided 
to  try  his  fortune  in  the  West  and,  coming  to  Illi¬ 
nois  in  that  year,  located  in  this  county  at  a  time 
when  the  land  was  owned  by  the  Government, 
He  rented  property,  and  as  there  were  no  rail¬ 
roads  in  the  vicinity  for  some  time,  he  marketed 
liis  farm  produce  at  Chicago,  which  trip  consumed 
a  week’s  time. 

In  1852,  he  of  whom  we  write  engaged  as  fore¬ 
man  and  contractor  in  the  construction  department 
Of  the  Northwestern  Railroad  Company,  and  three 
years  later  located  upon  the  farm  winch  he  now 
owns  and  occupies.  In  1860,  he  went  to  Dike’s 
Beak,  and  returning  eight  months  later,  again  en¬ 
gaged  in  the  peaceful  pursuits  of  agriculture.  He 
is  the  proprietor  of  two  hundred  and  sixty  acres 
of  choice  land  in  Caledonia  and  Belvidere  Town¬ 
ships,  which*  being  intelligently  cultivated,  bring 
him  in  handsome  returns. 

April  22,  1848,  Miss  Cynthia,  daughter  of  Jo¬ 
seph  Smith,  became  the  wife  of  our  subject.  She 
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was  born  in  Greene,  Chenango  County,  N.  Y.,  of 
which  State  her  father,  as  far  as  is  known,  was  also 
a  native.  Mr.  Smith  came  to  Illinois  m  1839, 
accompanied  by  his  wife  and  sis  children,  and 
•formed  one  of  the  early  settlors  Of  Be  Ividero  Town¬ 
ship,  He  improved  a  tract  of  Government  land, 
upon  which  he  spent  his  last  years.  The  maiden 
name  of  in's  wife  was  Hannah  Barker,  a  native  of 
Connecticut. 

To  our  subject  and  his  wife  iiave  been  horn 
three  children,  one  of  whom  is  living,  namely. 
Francis  M.,  who  married  Susan  Fuller;  lte  is  the 
father  of  three  children:  Vernon  8.,  Grace  N.,  and 
Norman.  Fred  G.  died  when  twenty-four  years 
of  age,  and  Grant  when  in  his  seventeenth  year. 
Mr.  Leach  for  the  past  thirteen  years  has  had 
charge  of  the  county  poor.  He  has  been  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Republican  party  since  its  formation,  | 
and  enjoys  the  full  confidence  and  respect  of  the  j 
people  of  his  community. 


_ s>-~) 


lr%OBERI  II.  TINKER.  The  business  inter- 
jlfC  6StS  °f  Kockfoi'fJ  arc  wel1  represented  in 

%  om‘  Mbjcct,  wh0  for  many  years  has  been 
prominently  connected  with  the  history  of 
this  city,  its  development  and  its  upbuilding.  Ilis 
life  record  is  as  follows:  He  was  born  at  Honolulu, 
in  the  Sandwich  Islands,  in  1887,  while  his  father' 
the  Rev.  Reuben  Tinker,  was  there  located  as  a 
missionary.  The  latter  came  of  a  good  New  England 
family  of  the  Puritan  Stock  and  was  a  man  of 
more  than  ordinary  ability,  a  prominent  Presby¬ 
terian  clergyman  of  the  Empire  State,,  He  was 
sent  by  the  American  Board  of  Missions  to  the 
Sandwich  Islands,  and  spent  ten  years  in  active 
work  among  the  people  there.  He  then  returned  to 
America  and  contined  his  labors  in  Chautauqua 
County  N.Y.,asa  minister  of  the  Gospel  until 
his  death,  which  occurred  in  1854.  He  was  an 
original  sermonizer,  and  known  as  such  through- 
out  the  entire  State.  He  married  a  refined  Mv ’of 
Massachusetts,  Miss  Mary  T.  Wood,  who  proved 
an  able  assistant  in  his  life  work  as  a  minister  and 
missionary.  She  is  still  Jiving  ta  Westfield,  N  Y 


at  the  age  of  eighty.&j&o,  and  her  mental  facul- 
>  ties  are  yet  unimpaired. 

,  With  his  parents,  Robert  II.  Tinker  returned  to 
this  country,  and  since  1850  has  resided  in  Rock¬ 
ford,  a  leading  and  i  n  linen  tial  citizen  of  the 
county.  Ho  was  married  in  this  eity,  in  1870,  to 
Mrs.  Mary  Manny,  widow  of  John  II.  Manny,  one 
of  the  leading  inventors  and  manufacturers  of 
this  city.  Mrs.  Tinker  was  in  her  maidenhood 
Miss  Mary  Dorr,  She  was  born,  mired  and  edu¬ 
cated  in  the  East  and  came  to  Rockford  with  her 
first  husband.  Since  that  time,  she  has  been  one 
of  the  prominent  ladies  of  this  city,  ranking  high 
in  social  circles.  Many  public  interests  have  re¬ 
ceived  her  aid  and,  among  other  causes,  she  has 
given  liberally  to  the  building  of  churches. 

What  Mr,  Tinker  has  done  for  Rockford  can 
hardly  be  estimated  in  words,  but  wo  will  mention 
a  few  of  the  interests  with  which  he  is  connected 
He  is  President  of  the  Rockford  Water-power 
Company  and  a  large  owner  in  the  Power  Supply, 
mg  houses  and  machinery.  Ono  has  to  walk 
over  the  grounds  known  in  this  city  as  “The 
Power”  to  gain  any  idea  of  the  magnitude  of  tins 
enterprise  and  the  important  part  it  has  played 
in  the  upbuilding  of  this  thriving  manufacturing 
center.  Mr.  Tinker  is  also  President  of  the  Hook- 
ford  Bolt  Works  and  of  the  Rockford  Oatmeal 
Company,  and  is  a  stockholder  and  Director  in 
many  other  corporations.  When  a  live  man  is 
j  wanted  to  take  charge  of  any  now  enterprise,  Mr. 
Tinker  at  once  comes  to  mind,  for  it  is  well 
known  that  he  took  the  laboring  oar  in  bringing 
the  second  railroad  to  the  city  after  a  struggle  of 
several  years.  Ho  is  not  only  energetic  and  in¬ 
dustrious,  but  is  far-sighted  as  well,  and  his  sa¬ 
gacity  and  enterprise  have  made  his  business 
career  a  most  successful  one. 

Mr.  Tinker  has  taken  some  part  in  local  politics 
and  in  1875  was  elected  Mayor  of  Rockford, 
which  position  he  held  for  one  term.  lie  possesses 
much  taste  for  landscape  gardening  and,  owing  to 
this  fact,  was  recen  tly  chosen  to  plot  the  addition  to 
the  West  Side  Comctory,  of  which  he  is  one  of  the 
trustees,  and  his  talent  in  this  direction,  and  his 
willingness  to  bestow  if  without  thought  of  re- 
muneration  on  public  and  private  grounds,  have 
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given  the  city  of  his  adoption  a  name  for  its 
beauty  and  finish.  His  skill  in  this  direction  has 
found  ample  scope  in  the  grounds  of  his  pleasant 
home*  “Swiss  Cottage,”  which  is  located  on  the 
south  hank  of  Kent  Creek,  overlooking  the 
Illinois  Central  Railroad.  It  is,  perhaps  the 
most  picturesque  home  in  the  State,  and  has 
frequently  been  used  to  embellish  pictorial  works. 
A  genial,  cultured,  modest  gentleman,  whose 
upright  life  has  won  him  many  friends,  Mr. 
Tinker  is  well  deserving  of  representation  in  his 
county’s  history,  and  wo  feel  that  this  work  would 
bo  incomplete  wore  the  record  of  his  life  omitted. 


Q.  UGARPH  is  a  gentleman  whose  long  cx- 
||  Jj)  pcrience  and  natural  aptitude  for  business 
havemet  with  assured  success  and  permanent 
prosperity,  lie  is  now  a  stockholder  and 
Director  of  the  Union  Furniture  Company,  the 
Chair  and  Furniture  Company,  the  Skandia  Plow 
Company,  the  Mantel  and  Furniture  Company,  the 
Royal  Sewing  Machine  Company,  the  Rockford 
Folding  Bed  Company,  and  numerous  other  en¬ 
terprises.  lie  is  a  courteous  and  obliging  gen¬ 
tleman,  whose  reputation  for  sterling  integrity 
and  personal  worth  is  too  well  known  in  this  city 
to  require  mention.  He  came  to  Rockford  in 
1809,  and  for  a  number  of  years  was  connected 
f\8  stockholder  and  cabinet-maker  with  the  Union 
Furniture  Company.  He  later  became  a  com¬ 
mercial,  traveler  for  that  company  and  for  the 
Chair  and  Furniture  Company.  In  1888,  he  pur¬ 
chased  a  stock  of  goods  in  Clinton,  Iowa,  and  con¬ 
tinued  the  business  until  1888,  when  he  sold  out  to 
Sutton  &  Son.  Since  his  return  to  Rockford,  Mr. 
Ugarph  has  erected  a  very  haudsome  residence  at 
No  1008  Second  Avenue. 

Mr,  Ugavph  was  born  in  Sweden,  in  1852,  and 
received  his  scholastic  advantages  in  the  public 
schools  of  that  county.  Miss  Olga  L.  Ebstein,  who 
was  wedded  to  him  in  Rockford,  October  22,  1890, 
was  born  in  Wester  Gothland  Province,  Sweden, 
and  was  eleven  years  of  age  when  her  parents  em¬ 
igrated  to  America  (1878)  .Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ugarph, 
of'  this  sketch,  are  prominent  young  people  of 


Rockford  and  are  very  ardent  believers  in  the 
capabilities  of  their  adopted  country. 

In  connection  with  this  sketch  we  arc  pleased 
to  present  a  lithographic  portrait  of  Mr.  Ugarph. 


J&M  DOLPH  PETERSON,  a  successful  tailor 
®L!|l  and  skillful  workman,  is  now  in  the  era- 
i/nii  ploy  of  Marsales  &  Holm  in,  of  Rockford, 
and  is  one  of  that  firm’s  most  competent 
men.  He  has  had  mail}’-  years’  experience  in  tailor¬ 
ing  and  has  earned  a  well-deserved  reputation  for 
excellence  Of  workmanship,  artistic  skill  and  finish. 
For  some  years  he  was  with  Mr.  Atkinson,  the 
merchant  tailor  on  West  State  Street,  and  after¬ 
wards  was  a  promoter,  stockholder,  Director,  and 
part  of  the  time  President  of  the  Merchant  Tailor¬ 
ing  Company.  This  company  carried  on  business 
for  three  years  and  was  then  succeeded  by  Marsales 
<fe  Ilolmin,  in  whose  employ  Mr.  Peterson  1ms  been 
ever  since.  He  lias  met  with  substantial  results  in 
his  business  enterprises  and  now  owns  a  pleasant 
and  commodious  residence  at  No.  405  South  First 
Street. 

His  birth  occurred  in  Jonkoping,  Sweden,  Feb¬ 
ruary  24,  1847,  and  there  he  spent  his  boyhood 
and  school  days.  He  was  reared  to  his  trade  and 
became  a  journeyman.  In  the  spring  of  1868,  lie 
came  to  the  United  States  and  the.  same  year  saw 
him  domiciled  at  Rockford.  He  was  the  first  of 
the  family  to  set  foot  on  American  soil,  but  the 
following  year  he  was  joined  by  his  parents,  Nils 
and  Christina  (Larson)  Peterson,  and  other  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  family.  The  parents  arc  both  living, 
are  residents  of  Rockford,  and  are  members  of  the 
Lutheran  Mission  Swedish  Church.  Both  have 
now  passed  the  allotted  age  of  man,  \h roe-score 
years  and  ten,  but  still  enjoy  comparali/vety  good 
health.  Beside  our  subject,  theyr  have  two  chil¬ 
dren  in  Rockford,  Gustaf,  and  Mrs.  Maris  Munt.bc 
(see  sketch).  The  former  is  a  cutter  for  the  Rock¬ 
ford  Clothing  Company.  He  married  Miss  Selma 
Samuelson  and  they  reside  on  First  Avenue. 

Adolph  Peterson  was  married  in  Rockford  to 
Miss  Hcdveg  Linstrom,  a  native  of  Sweden  who 
came  to  the  United  States  in  1869  with  the  parents 
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of  Mr,  Peterson,  and  was  later  joined  by  a  sister, 
'  Mary,  who  is  now  Mrs.  Hollemberg.  Mrs.  Peter¬ 
son’s  parents  never  came  to  the  United  States. 
The  father,  Peter  Liustrom,  died  in  his  native 
country  a  mynber  of  years  ago,  but  the  mother  is 
still  living  at  the  age  of  seventy-live,  and  is  a  res¬ 
ident  of  Jonkoping. 

The  fruits  of  Mr.  Peterson  ’s  marriage  are  four 
children  :G.  Edwin,  in  the  Rockford  Watch  Factory; 
Ellen  A.,  at  home;  Nellie  V.,  at  home,  and  F.  Ray¬ 
mond,  also  at  home.  Socially,  Mr.  Peterson  is  a 
member  of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows, 
the  Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen,  the  Modern 
Woodmen,  andf politically,  he  advocates  the  prin¬ 
ciples  of  the  Republican  party. 


LBERT  HULETT,  This  county  is  famous 
for  the  richness  of  its  soil,  and  for  its 
many  farms  that  are  scarcely  exceeded  in 
production  and  in  the  value  of  their  im¬ 
provements  by  those  of  any  other  section  of  our 
fair  land,  and  tins  gentleman  is  represented  as  the 
fortunate  owner  of  a  splendid  estate  in  Owen 
Township,  that  compares  favorably  with  any  in  its 
locality. 

Born  in  the  town  of  Veteran,  Chemung  County, 
N.  Y.,  August  14,  1833,  our  subject  is  a  son  of 
John  M.  Hulett,  one  of  the  pioneers  of  this  county, 
whose  birth  occurred  in  Rutland  County,  Vt.,  in 
1802.  John  Hulett,  his  father,  came  from  his  na¬ 
tive  England  to  America  when  a  young  man  and 
engaged  in  farming  in  Rutland  County,  Vt  From 
there  he  removed  to  Chemung  County,  N.  Y.,  and 
purchasing  a  farm  in  Veteran,  there  spent  the  re¬ 
mainder  of  his  life. 

John  M.  Hulett,  the  father  of  our  subject,  after 
reaching  his  majority,  removed  from  his  native 
State  to  New  York  where  he  rented  land  near  Ro- 
Chester,  and  was  engaged  in  market,  gardening  for 
two  years  in  company  with  his  brother.  He  later 
removed  to  Chemung  County,  where  be  met  and 
married,  in  June,  1832,  Lucinda  Jay.  There  the 
elder  Mr.  Hulett  bought  a  farm  of  eighty  acres 
upon  whiolf -be  resided  until  September  of  the  fol¬ 


lowing  year,  when  he  made  his  home  in  Chautauqua 
County,  Incoming  the  owner  of  a  tract  of  land, 
twenty  acres  of  which  were  improved./  There  the 
family  resided  until  1837,  whon,  disposing  of  bis 
estate,  the  fatbor,  accompanied  by  his  wife  and  two 
children,  made  the  overland  journey  to  Ohio. 
After  spending  two  months  in  Birmingham,  he 
went  to  Indiana  and  purchased  a  tract  of  land  in 
Elkhart  County.  In  1842,  ho  made  another  re¬ 
moval,  this  time  coming  to  Illinois,  and  locating 
in  what  is  now  Rockton  Township,  Winnebago 
County,  when  the  country  round  about  was 
sparsely  settled  and  wild  gamo  of  all  kinds  was 
plentiful.  Mr.  Hulett  purchased  a  tract  of  land, 
located  on  section  35,  and  as  there  were  no  build¬ 
ings  on  the  place,  lived  On  an  adjoining  farm  un¬ 
til  the  place  was  made  habitable.  After  a  few" 
years’  residence  thereon,  he  disposed  of  his  property 
and  for  the  succeeding  live  or  six  years  was  the 
owner  of  a  farmer  in  Owen  Township,  which  he 
also  sold  later  and  bought  the  farm  where  his  son, 
L.  T.  Hulett,  now  lives.  There  he  departed  this 
life,  April  33,  3881. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  was  born  in  Lansing, 
lioga  County,  N.  Y.,  August  9,  1812,  and  was  the 
daughter  of  Joshua  Jay,  a  native  of  New  Jersey, 
who  later  removed  to  New  York,  where  he  was 
one  of  the  pioneers  of  the  above-named  county. 
He  was  a  blacksmith  by  trade,  which  occupation 
he  pursued  while  the  farm  in  the  town  of  Lansing 
was  operated  by  bis  son*  Some  yours  later,  Mr* 
Jay  removed  to  Veteran  arid  erected  a  log  hotnse 
and  shop  on  a  tract  of  timber  land,  which  he 
brought  to  a  good  state  of  cultivation,  and  built 
thereon  a  sawmill.  After  the  death  of  his  wife, 
Mr.  Jay  removed  to  Ohio,  and  departed  this  life  at 
the  home  of  his  sou  in  Birmingham. 

The  mother  of  our  subject,  who  is  still  residing 
on  the  old  home  with  her  son  Luke,  reared  six 
children:  Albert,  Gray,  Martha,  Luke,  Zaohuria  T. 
and  Mary,  Albert  of  this  sketch  was  an  infant 
when  his  parents  moved  to  Indiana,  and  in  his 
eighth  year  whon  they  entae  to  Winnebago  County. 

He  attended  the  pioneer  schools  in  Rockton  and 
assisted  his  father  in  the  farm  duties,  remaining  at 
home  until  reaching  his  seventeenth  year,  lie 
then  commanded  to  learn  the  trade  of  a  carpenter 
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and  joiner,  and  after  serving  an  apprenticeship  of 
three  years,  bought  lus  time  of  his  father  and 
rented  land  of  Hiram  Lake  for  One  year,  He  then 
became  the  proprietor  of  eighty  acres  in  Owen 
Township,  which  is  now  included  in  his  present 
farm,  his  estate  comprising  two  hundred  acres  on 
section  12  in  one  body. 

The  lady  to  whom  our  subject  was  married,  May 
1,  1856,  was  Rachael  Ann  Lake.  She  was  born 
May  1,  1840,  in  the  Province  of  Ontario,  Canada, 
her  father  being  Hiram  Lake.  She  was  an  only  sis¬ 
ter  of  Mrs.  George  Giensman  (whose  sketch  will  be 
found  oh  another  page  of  this  work)  and  died 
November  25,  1876.  The  second  marriage  oi  our 
subject  occurred  October  17,  1889,  at  which  time 
Mary  M,  Feakins  became  his  wife;  she  is  a  native 
of  Schoharie  County,  N.  Y.,  and  the  daughter  of 
George  and  Mary  (Stoclmey)  Peak  ins,  natives  of 
England.  The  father  was  a  milter  and  followed 
that  business  in  New  York  State  until  coming  to 
Illinois  in  1855  at  which  time  he  opened  up  that 
line  of  work  in  Belvidove,  Rockford  and  Eockton. 
Ho  died  at  the  latter-named  place,  where  the  mo¬ 
ther  of  Mrs.  Hulett now  lives.  /I 
Of  the  present  marriage  of  quit  subject  one  son 
has  been  born,  Paul  M.,  and  by  the  former  union  the 
followiug-uamed  four  children:  Mnrston  W.,  Mary 
Lorena,  Mattie  E.  and  John  M.  Mr.  Hulett  cast 
his  first  vote  for,  Abraham  Lincoln  and  has  since 
voted  the  straight  Republican  ticket.  He  has  re¬ 
presented  Owen  Township  live  terms  on  the 
County  Board  of  Supervisors  and  is  hold  in  high 
repute  by  nil  who  know  him. 

CHILES  R.  GOSS.  The  beautiful  residence  on 
—  the  corner  of  West  and  Elm  Streets,  Rock- 
31  ford,  is  the  home  of  Mr.  Goss,  whose  suc¬ 
cessful  career  as  a  business  man  fairly  entitles  him 
to  the  esteem  of  his  associates  and  the  confidence 
of  the  community.  He  has  resided  in  Rockford 
since  1866,  and  during  twelve  years  of  the  period 
was  engaged  ns  a  dealer  in  grain,  but  has  been  re¬ 
tired  from  active  business  cares  for  some  years. 

Coming  to  Illinois  in  1856,  Mr,  Goss  located  on 
one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land  which  he  had 


purchased  prior  to  removing  hither.  He  improved 
a  farm  now  occupied  by  the  present  site  of  the 
village  Of  Florence,  erected  the  first  grain  elevator 
in  the  village  and  other  buildings,  which  materially 
contributed  to  the  value  of  his  property.  For  some 
time  he  engaged  as  a  real-estate  dealer,  and  by 
judicious  management  accumulated  a  comfortable 
property.  After  coming  to  this  county,  he  pur¬ 
chased  a  farm  of  three  hundred  acres  in  Winnebago 
Township,  which  he  still  owns. 

Mr.  Goss  was  born  in  Fulton  Township,  Schoharie 
County,  N,  Y.,  June  1,  1820,  and  made  his  home 
in  his  native  place  until  lie  removed  to  Illinois  in 
1856,  meanwhile  becoming  familiar  with  every  de¬ 
tail  of  farm  life.  His  father,  Robert  Goss,  was  a 
native  of  New  York  State,  living  and  dying  on  a 
farm  in  the  township  of  Fulton,  and  lus  death  oc¬ 
curring  at  the  age  of  sixty-four  years.  The  grand¬ 
father  of  our  subject,  Col.  John  Goss,  was  born  in 
the  Empire  State  and  probably  gained  his  title 
through  Iris  service  in  the  War  of  1812.  He  fol¬ 
lowed  agricultural  pursuits  until  his  death,  which 
occurred  near  Rochester  at  an  advanced  age.  His 
wife  was  a  lady  of  Irish  /birth  and  parentage,  and 
died  in  the  Empire  Slate  when  quite  old. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  was  known  in  maiden¬ 
hood  as  Mary  Kirkland,  and  was  bom  and  reared 
in  Fulton  Township,  Schoharie  Coun'y,  of  which 
her  paren  ts  were  early  settlers.  She  died  at  the 
advanced  age  of  cighty-thrce  years.  With  her 
husband,  she  was  an  active  member  of  the  Method¬ 
ist  Episcopal  Church,  where  he  served  as  Class- 
leader  and  Steward.  Our  subject  is  the  third  child 
among  eight,  all  of  whom  grew  to  mature  years, 
and  five  are  yet  living.  Two  brothers  became 
Methodist  ministers  of  considerable  prominence; 
one  of  these  still  survives,  and  is  the  pastor  of 
the  church  at  Newburg,  N.  Y. 

When  twenty-seven  years  old,  Mr,  Goss  was 
married  to  Elizabeth  A.  Wood,  who  was  bom  in 
Schoharie  County,  N.  Y.,  the  daughter  of  James 
A.  and  Catherine  (Lament)  Wood,  natives  of  New 
York  State.  Mrs.  Wood  died  in  1851,  and  her  hus¬ 
band  afterward  came  to  Illinois  and  spent  his  last; 
years  in  Rockford,  dying  at  the  home  of  Jfvs. 
Goss  in  September,  1888,  at  the  age  of  almost 
ninety  years.  He  was  a  man  of  splendid  informa- 
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tion  and  great  ability,  and  had  served  as  President 
of  the  College  at  Charlotte,  and  represented  his  dis¬ 
trict  in  the  State  Legislature.  His  politics  first 
brought  him  into  sympathy  with  the  Democrats, 
but  after  coming  'o  Illinois  be  became  an  active 
Republican. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Goss  are  the  parents  of  one  child, 
Catherine  A.,  wife  of  Thomas  Hamlyn,  a  native  of 
Devonshire,  England.  He  came  when  five  years 
old  to  America  with  his  parents,  Thomas  and  Susan 
(Pengilly)  Hamlyn,  making  settlement  at  London, 
Ontario,  where  the  father  died  on  his  farm.  The 
mother  still  resides  on  the  old  homestead.  In  j 
1868,  Mr.  I-Iaml}  n  came  to  the  States  and  has  since 
been  a  resident  of  Rockford.  In  their  reiig-u’.y:-  i 
connections,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Goss  are  identified  with  "•[ 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and,  politically, 
Mr.  Goss  is  a  Republican,  with  Prohibition  pro¬ 
clivities. 


©F.  HENRY  is  the  junior  member  and  city 
partner  and  manager  of  the  Golden  Eagle 
Clothing  Store,  located  on  the  corner  of 
West  State  and  Main  Streets  in  Rockford.  This 
firm  does  a  most  extensive  business  as  dealers  in 
gents’  furnishing  goods  and  children’s  clothing, 
and  has  no 'superior  outside  of  Chicago  in  Illinois. 
Mr.  Sterns,  a  prominent  business  man  of  Chicago, 
is  the  non-resident  partner,  and  the  business  is 
represented  by  the  firm  title  of  C.  F.  Henry  <fe  Co. 
They  occupy  a  three-story  building,  80x50  feet, 
well  arranged,  ventilated  and  lighted,  and  well 
filled  with  a  complete  stock  of  all  kinds  of  goods 
in  their  line.  The  ground  floor  is  occupied  by 
men’s  clothing  and  gents’ furnishing  goods,  and 
the  upper  story  is  the  children’s  department,  which 
is  unsurpassed  in  this  city. 

It  will  be  interesting  to  know  something  of  the 
resident  proprietor  of  the  Golden  Eagle  Clothing 
Store.  lie  was  born  in  the  old  shady  town  of 
Plymouth,  Mass.,  not  fur  from  that  rock  on  which 
the  Pilgrim  Fathers  are  said  to  have  first  set  foot 
On  coming  to  America.  He  was  often  lulled  to 
sleep  by  the  roar  of  tire  ocean,  and  on  the  beach 
many  happy  hours  of  his  childhood  were  passed. 


His  parents  wore  both  natives  of  Germany,  coming 
to  this  country  after  their  marriage.  For  a  time 
tiicy  resided  in  Massachusetts  and  then  emigrated 
to  Rockford,  Ill.,  where  the  death  of  Mr.  Henry, 
Sr.,  occurred,  December  $5,  1888,  at  an  advanced 
age.  His  wife  is  still  living  in  this  city  at  the  age 
of  seventy-six  years.  Like  her  husband,  she  lias 
been  a  life-long  member  of  the  Lutheran  Church. 

C.  F.  Henry  was  a  email  lad  when  ho  came  to 
this  city,  whore  almost'  his  entire  life  has  been 
passed.  His  connection  with  the  clothing  trade 
began  at  the  age  of  ten  years,  when  lie  secured  a 
position  in  a  store.  Of  course  bo  began  at  the 
bottom,  but  when  quite  young  lie  determined  to 
some  day  go  into  business  for  himself,  and  with 
this  resolution  to  be  carried  out,  lie  labored  indus¬ 
triously  and  lived  economically,  until  when  he  had 
arrived  at  man’s  estate  ho  had  accumulated  enough 
capital  to  carry  out  his  long-cherished  desire,  and 
so  looked  about  him  for  a  favorable  opening  for 
business.  He  had  become  a  good  salesman,  and  in 
1868  he  opened  a  stoi‘o.  In  1878,  lie  became  the 
manager  and  leading  partner  of  the  Golden  Eagle 
Clothing  House,  which,  as  tho  result  Of  his  energy 
and  good  judgment,  has  had  a  continuous  run  of 
prosperity. 

Mr.  Henry  was  married  in  Rockford  to  an  ac¬ 
complished  young  lady,  Miss  Fannie  S.  Skinner, 
one  of  this  city’s  fair  daughters.  Her  father, 
James  B.  Skinner,  is  prominently  known  in  IhL 
locality  as  the  inventor  of  the  first;  gang  plow  and 
President  of  tho  J.  B.  Skinner  Plow  Company,  of 
Rockford.  His  death  occurred  in  1874, since  which 
time  Mrs.  Skinner  has  become  tho  wife  of  David 
Hoyt,  a  wealthy  citizen  and  honored  early  settlor 
of  Winnebago  County,  still  residing  in  Rockford. 
Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Henry  have  been  born  two  in¬ 
teresting  children:  Rupert  J.  and  Charlotte  A. 

To  the  clothing  business  alone  Mr.  Henry  lues 
not  confined  his  attention,  but,  realizing  the  bene¬ 
fit  of  various  enterprises,  ho  1ms  done  what  he 
could  for  tho  introduction  Of  such  to  tho  city  and 
for  their  growth  and  improvement.  At  tho  present 
time  he  is  a  stockholder  in  thirteen  different  in¬ 
stitutions.  He  has  also  done  much  for  tho  up¬ 
building  of  Rockford,  having  erected  a  large  two- 
story  brick  building  with  basement  on  North  Main 
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Streei,  divided  into  six  storerooms,  besides  a  large 
i ivory  stable  three  stories  high.  In  polities,  he  “is 
a  Republican,  and  is  a  prominent  Knight  Templar 
Mason,  belonging  to  Crusader  Comuiandery  No, 
17,  K.  T,,  of  Rockford,  the  Consistory  of  Freeport, 
111.,  and  the  Medina  Order  of  Chicago.  Ho  is  also 
an  Odd  Fellow  and  Knight  of  Pythias,  has  taken 
both  degrees  of  the  Elks  and  is  connected  with 
Other  insurance  .orders.  In  addition  to  this,  lie  is 
a  charter  momber  of  the  Rockford  Commercial 
Club,  the  leading  club  of  the  city.  What  Mr. 
Henry  has  done  for  Rockford  cannot  be  estimated 
in  words,  and  to  say  that  he  has  been  a  most  valued 
citizen  seems  but  poor  praise;  but  though  words 
cannot  requite  him,  bis  fellow-townsmen  appreciate 
his  worth,  as  is  evinced  by  the  manner  in  which 
they  speak  of  him,  and  the  high  regard  in  which 
he  is  held. 


SUER  E.  JENNER  is  numbered  among 
the  foremost  citizens  of  Belvidere  and  has 
beon  prominently  connected  with  its  lead¬ 
ing' interests  for  many  years,  both  offi- 
cially  and  in  a  business  way.  lie  was  born  in 
Moriah,  Essex  County,  N.  Y.,  April  10,  1818.  Ilis 
grandfather,  Stephen  Jenner,  was  a  New  England 
farmer  and  spent  'his  last  years  in  the  Groen 
Mountain  State,  where  his  son,  Stephen,  Jr.,  the 
father  of  our  subject,  was  born,  his  birth  occur¬ 
ring  in  Plttsford,  Rutland  County.  He  learned 
the  trade  of  a  carpenter  and  joiner,  and  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Betsy  E.  Mather,  a  native  of 
Connecticut,  and  a  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Han¬ 
nah  (Woodruff)  Mather.  Immediately  after  his 
marriage,  Mr.  Jenner  removed  to  New  York,  be¬ 
coming  an  early  settler  of  Moriah,  and  there  he 
followed  jus  trade  until  1831,  when  he  came  to 
the  West  by  way  of  the  Erie  Canal  and  the  Great 
Lakes,  lie  settled  in  Ashville,  engaged  in  car¬ 
pentering  there  until  1839,  when  he  located  in 
Bolvidcro.  He  and  his  wife  both  spent  their  last 
days  in  this  city. 

Our  subject  was  a  lad  of  tliirteon  years' when, 
with  his  parent®,  he  removed  to  Chautauqua,  N.  Y.’ 
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On  his  fourteenth  birthday,  he  became  a  jeweler’s 
apprentice  in  Jamestown,  serving  a  term  of  six 
years,  after  which  he  came  to  Belvidere,  Ill.,  in 
1838,  making  the  journey  by  way  of  the  Lakes  to 
Chicago,  and  thence  on  foot  to  Belvidere.  The 
city  was  then  a  mere  hamlet,  containing  nine 
houses,  while  two  others  were  in  process  of  erec¬ 
tion.  All  the  surrounding  country  was  owned 
by  the  Government  and  the  land  was  in  its  primi¬ 
tive  condition.  At  Belvidere,  Mr.  Jenner  started 
the  first  jewelry  and  watch-repairing  establish¬ 
ment  between  Chicago  and  Galena.  At  that  time 
there  were  no  railroads  here  and  the  people  from 
the  surrounding  counties  used  to  haul  their  pro¬ 
ducts  to  Chicago,  and  on  their  way  would  bring 
Mr.  Jenner  work,  lie  continued  in  the  jewelry 
business  until  1856,  when, on  account  of  ill-health, 
he  was  forced  to  discontinue  it.  In  1848,  he  had 
added  a  stock  of  hardware,  and  continued  to 
carry  on  trade  in  that  line  until  the  war. 

In  1840,  Mr.  Jenner  wedded  Mary  J.  Cook,  a 
native  of  Pembroke,  Genesee  County,  N.  Y.,  and 
a  daughter  of  Benjamin  Cook.  Her  death  oc- 
|  cm'rccl  hl  !854.  In  1856,  Mr.  Jenner  wedded 
Emmaroy  E.  Lyon,  a  native  of  Chittenden  County, 
Vt.,  and  a  daughter  of  George  and  Elizabeth’ 
(Root)  Lyon.  By  the  first  marriage  were  born 
two  sons:  Charles  J.,  now  the  Sheriff  of  Chau¬ 
tauqua  County,  N.  Y.,  and  George  C.,  a  resident 
of  Jamestown.  By  the  second  marriage  there  is 
one  daughter  yet  living:  Kittie  II.,  wife  of  Will¬ 
iam  H.  Williams,  a  resident  of  Chicago.  One 
daughter,  Nellie  A.,  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-one 
years. 

In  politics,  Mr.  Jenner  was  formerly  a  WlnV 
but  has  been  a  Republican  since  the  organization’ 
of  the  party.  He  has  beon  called  upon  to  fill 
various  official  positions.  In  fact,  since  his  re¬ 
tirement  from  business,  he  lias  given  his  entire 
time  to  public  life.  He  has  served  as  Village  and 
City  Clerk  since  1857,  as  Town  Clerk  since  1860, 
as  Justice  of  the  Peace  since  1861,  was  School 
Commissioner  two  terms,  was  Deputy  Sheriff 
Deputy  Circuit  Clerk,  Deputy  Postmaster,  and 
has  beon  County  Treasurer  for  ten  years.  The 
many  offices  which  lie  has  been  called  upon  to  fill 
indicate  his  popularity  and  the  high  regard  in 
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which  is  held,  while  liis  long-continued  service 
jn  the  various  positions  attests  his  efficiency  and 
faithful  performance  of  duty.  He  is  one  Of  the 
well-known  and  influential  citizens  of  the  com¬ 
munity  and  well  deserves  representation  in  this 
volume.  In  addition  to  this  biographical  sketch, 
his  portrait  is  presented  on  an  accompanying  page. 


jl?  ORENZO  S.  FILER.  In  tracing  the  goa- 
I  ^  G.al0gy  °f  tli<3  Fyler  family  in  America,  wo 
find  that  Walter  Fyler,  an  Englishman,  who 
came  here  as  early  as  1636,  was  the  first  to  settle 
in  this  country.  He  located  at  Dorchester,  Mass., 
was  a  man  of  wealth  and  influence,  and  lived  to  a 
good  old  age.  In  fact,  the  Fyler  family  has  ever 
been  noted  for  its  longevity.  ? 

The  subject  of  this  sketch,  who  is  of  the  eighth 
generation  following  Walter  Fyler,  was  born  in 
Sullivan,  N.  Y.,  June  1,  1818,  and  his  father, 
Erastus  Fyler,  and  his  grandfather,  Silas  Fyler, 
were  natives  of  Torrington,  Litchfield  County’ 

>  Conn.,  and  both  successful  agriculturists  all  tlioir 
lives.  Erastus  Fyler  was  born  on  the  2d  of  Octo¬ 
ber,  1789,  and  in  1810  moved  to  Madison  Coun¬ 
ty,  N.  Y.,  where  he  bought  a  small  tract  of 
timber  land  with  some  improvements.  A  year 
later,  he  was  joined  by  his  parents,  who  passed 
their  last  days  in  the  county,  both  dyin*  in 
August,  1812,  within  three  weeks  of  each  other 
and  when  about  sixty-two  years  of  age.  They 
left  three  sons  and  one  daughter:  Lucy,  Silas 
Shayler  and  Erastus,  all  of  whom  are  now  de¬ 
ceased.  .Lucy  became  the  wife  of  Orange  Soper 
and  died  in  Madison  County,  N.  Y.,  in  1874,  when 
ninety-four  years  of  age.  She  was  the  last  of  these 
children.  Her  mother,  and  the  grandmother  of 
our  subject,  was  formerly  Miss  Lucy  Drake,  of 
Torrington,  Conn.,  and  her  father,  Moses  Drake 
was  of  the  same  place.  Erastus  Fyler  married  Miss’ 
Abigail  Smith,  of  Massachusetts,  who  was  the 
daughter  of  Jonathan  and  Hannah  (Ellis)  Smith 
both  natives  of  the  old  Bay  State.  To  this  union’ 
were  bom  five  children,  a  son  and  four  daughters- 
Lorenzo  S,  Harriet,  Lucy,  Hannah  M.  and  Eliza 
F.  The  father  of  these  children  died  in  Oswego  f 


3  Oouuty,  N.  Y.,  in  1856,  when  sixty -seven  years  of 
1  age,  and  the  mother  died  in  the  same  place,  in 
3  1860,  when  sixty-five  years  of  ago/ 

Lorenzo  S.  Fylor  and  his  sister,  Eliza  F.,  now 
3  Mrs.  Reuben  W.  Slayton,  of  Tully,,  N.  Y.,  are  the 
,  only  survivors  of  this  family.  The  former  was 
.  but  four  years  of  age  when  his  parents  removed  to 
Parish,  N.  Y.,  and  he  was  early  trained  to  the 
duties  of  the  farm.  In  connection  with  farming  he 
also  taught  school  for  fifteen  winter  terms,  or 
until  1856,  when  he  exchanged  his  farm  for  a  stock 
of  merchandise  and  followed  storekeeping  until 
1861.  From  there  he  moved  to  Roscoo,  Ill.,  and 
embarked  in  the  wholesale  Yankec-notion  trade, 
running  one  and  two  wagons  in  Northern  Illinois 
and  Southern  Wisconsin  until  1877.  He  then  sold 
out  the  business,  and  on  the  1st  of  May,  1879,  ho 
opened  a  drug  and  grocery  store  in  Roscoe.  This 
he  carries  on  very  successfully  at  the  present  time. 
He  took  his  daughter,  Mary  F.,as  an  equal  partner 
in  the  business  on  the  1st  of  May,  1890,  under  the 
firm  title  of  L.  S.  Fyler  <k  Co. 

Before  leaving  New  York  State,  Mr.  Fylor  held 
the  office  of  Justice  of  the  Peace  several  terms,  was 
Superintendent  of  Schools, and 'hold  other  responsi¬ 
ble  positions  in  a  very  creditable  and  satisfactory 
manner.  Upon  removing  West,  lie  went  out  of 
politics  and  gave  his  entire  attention  to  domestic 
duties  and  his  business  enterprises.  His  first  Presi¬ 
dential  vote  was  cast  for  William  H.  Harrison  in 
1840,  and  since  then  every  Presidential  vote  he 
has  cast  has  been  for  a  Whig  or  Republican 
!  nominee.  Ho  has  voted  for  all,  with  the  exception 
of  Rutherford  B.  Hayes,  being  at  that  time  absent 
in  a  distant  part  of  the  State  on  business. 

Oti  the  12th  of  September,  1841,  Air.  Fyler 
wedded  Miss  Cordelia  Wiltso,  who  was  born  in 
Hannibal,  N.  Y.,  January  21, 1822, and  who  passed 
away  in  Roscoe,  Ill,,  on  the  22d  of  May,  1864.  The 
result  of  this  union  was  the  birth  of  four  children, 
three  sons  and  one  daughter:  Edwin  W.,  born 
November  5,  1843,  now  of  Dorchester,  Mass.;  War¬ 
ren  E.,  born  March  26,  1846,  now  of  Durand,  Ill.; 
Dewitt  C.,  born  March ’8,  1850,  now  of  Shellrock, 
Iowa,  and  Alary  F.,  born  November  27,  1862,  now 
of  Roscoo,  Ill.  On  the  1st  of  March,  1865,  Air, 
^ylcr  married  Miss  Kate  Wiltso,  a  cousin  of  his  first 
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wife  anti  a  native  of  Hannibal,  N.  Y.,  born  Au¬ 
gust  24,  1832.  She  has  filled  the  place  of  an  own 
mother  to  his  children  and  made  a  pleasant  home, 
around  which  their  memories  will  gather  in  plea¬ 
surable  reminiscences  in  the  years  to  come. 

When  fourteen  years  of  age,  the  original  of  this 
sketch  united  with  the  Free-wili  Baptist  Church, 
of  which  his  parents  had  been  members  and  the 
father  a  Deacon  for  many  years,  thus  early  evinc¬ 
ing  a  religions  trim  of  mind.  Subsequently,  he  bo 
Ciune  firmly  established  in  the  bel  ief  of  the  final  sal¬ 
vation  of  ali  mankind  from  sin  and  misery,  and 
that  in  the  fullness  of  time  all  humanity  would  bo 
better  for  having  had  an  existence,  as  the  All- Wise 
Cod  intended  for  them  at  creation,  and  that  all 
souls  will  eternally  progress  towards  divinity. 
After  settlings  in  Roscoe,  in  order  to  enjoy  a 
church  home  with  its  privileges  and  associations, 
he  lias  affiliated  with  the  Congregational  society 
of  his  town  and  contributed  liberally  to  its  sup¬ 
port  and  welfare. 


J~  OSEPH  B;  ATWOOD,  residing  on  his  ex¬ 
tensive  fafm  in  Roscoe  Township,  section  6, 
Winnebago  County,  Ilk,  near  whore  he  was 
__  born  in  February,  1840,  is  a  son  of  Patten 
Atwood,  who  was  born  in  Alexander,  Grafton 
County,  N.  II..  on  the  11th  of  January,  1805.  The 
elder  Mr.  Atwood  was  trained  to  the  duties  of 
fafm  life  in  boyhood  and  when  eleven  years  of  age 
w<  nt  to  Canada  with  his  parents.  His  father, 
Joseph  Atwood,  was  also  a  native  of  the  Granite 
Stjkte  and  in  1816  moved  to  Canada,  where  he 
subsequently  died,  when  in  the  prime  of  life.  Ho 
met  with  an  accident  that  resulted  in  his  death. 
Hf?  wife  survived  him  a  number  of  years  but  died 
in  that  country.  After  the  death  of  the  father, 
thil  family  was  left  with  limited  means,  but  Patten, 
wh|  at  an  early  age  showed  marked  ability  as  a 
manager,  assumed  the  responsibility  of  looking 
after  affairs  and  assisted  his  mother  in  rearing  the 
younger  children,  He  was  married  in  Canada 
to  Miss  Anna  Brooks,  a  Canadian,  whose  par¬ 
ents1  were  born  in,  Nova  Scotia.  In  December, 
1838s,  Mr.  and  Mrs,  Atwood,  with  their  eight 


children,  emigrated  to  Hni'lcnn  Til,,  and  bought 
one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  Govcnunont 
land,  on  which  |r !,hoy  settled  and  which  is  now 
known  as  the  Pfjter  Mubie  farm.  This  land  was 
in  a  state  of  i|aturo  and  they  paid  $1.25  per 
aero  for  it.  Thcijj  journey  from  Canada  to  Harlem 
was  made  with  d|c-tefans  and  they  wore  six  weeks 
on  the  way,  Thtyy  first  moved  into  a  house  with 
one  Mr.  Mead,  a’ (id  there  remained  until  spring, 
Mr.  Atwopcl  in  tfje  metsntimc  erecting  a  good  log 
house  on  his  land-  lie  had  but  $30  left  after  pay¬ 
ing  for  his  farm,  f.iut  he  possessed  a  great  amount 
of  energy  and  pcii-jevemncc  and  began  at  once  to 
clear  his  land,  lie  lived  on  this  claim  but  one 
year  and  then  tilded  for  one  hundred  and  ten 
acres  now  in  OwcnjiTownship,  where  he  has  resided 
since.  This  farm  fyad  some  improvements  and  he 
paid  some  differorjjjce.  To  the  original  tract  he 
added  from  year  tojyear  until  he  owned  six  hun¬ 
dred  acres,  but  he  g-ive  each  of  his  children  a  start, 
and  now  has  about  'two  hundred  acres  with  excek 
lent  buildings,  etc.  |  Mrs.  Atwood  died  at  their 
home  in  Owen  Township  July  30,  1890,  when 
eiglvty-two  years  of  age.  She  bore  her  husband 
fifteen  children,  six, sons  and  nine  daughters,  all 
now  living  except  ope,  a  daughter,  who  died  in 
early  childhood.  Of  these  children,  the  eldest  is 
sixty-five  years  of  age  and  the  youngest  over 
forty.  They  are  named  as  follows:  Sally,  Henry 
B.,  Eliza,  Lydia,  William,  Candace,  Anna,  Mary, 
Joseph  B.,  Irene,  Patten  B.,  Harriet,  John  and 
Philip,  the  youngest,  at  home.  All  are  married. 

In  1864,  Joseph  B.  Atwood,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  left  the  parental  roof  and  went  to  his  farm 
of  one  hundred  and  eighteen  acres  in,  the  south¬ 
west  part  Of  Roseoe  Township,  boarding  with  a 
tenant  in  his  house.  Seven  years  later,  he  bought 
one  hundred  and  sixty-five  acres  where  he  now 
lives,  on  which  was  a  house,,  and  paid  $60  per  acre 
for  this.  On  the  5th  of  September,  1877,  he  was 
married  inRoekton  Township,  at  the  home  of  Fred 
Gleasman,  kr  Miss  Lizzie  H.  Gleasman.  daughter 
Of  Godfrey  ant?  Henrietta  (Schmenger)  Gleasman, 
both  natives  of  Germany,  who  came  to  this  coun¬ 
try  in  1837.  Mr.  Gleasman  and  his  brother 
George  enlisted  from  Oneida  County  in  the  Civil 
War  and  both  were  killed  at  the  battle  of 
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Antietam.  In ,  speaking-  of  the  Gleasmans  as 
soldiers,  Capt.  Brendel,  of  Utica,  N.T.,  said  that  if 
he  had., a  regiment  of  such  men  as  the  two  Gleas¬ 
inans  he  could  march  into  the  mouth  of  hell  These 
men  were  both  over  fifty  and  exempt,  but  they 
were  patriotic  and  loyal  to  the  Union. '  Mis.  At¬ 
wood’s  mother  and  her  children  came  to  Rook  ton, 
just  over  the  line  from  Roscoe,  in  the  spring  of 
1858,  and  first  settled  on  rented  land.  She  died  in 
K'Ockton,  September  27,  1886,  when  seventy-six 
years  of  age,  leaving  four  sons  and  three  daugh¬ 
ters,  having  buried  her  youngest  son,  John,  when 
twenty-seven  years  of  age.  Ho  died  August  12, 
1878.  ’  -■ 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Atwood  have  buried  one  son, 
Joseph  L.,  an  infant,  who  died  October  80,  1886, 
and  two  daughters,  Alice  II,,  who  died  December  80, 
1888„a-bright  little  girl  of  about  four  and  one  half 
years,  and  Hazel  L.,  who  was  born  March  23, 1890, 
and  died  March  10, 1892.  The  children  now  living 
are  John  Roy,  born  February  14,  1879,  and  George 
G.,  January  1,  1882.  The  sons  are  attending  the 
district  school.  Mr.  Atwood  iS  "quite  an  extensive 
farmer  and  owns  about  one  thousand  acres  within 
five  miles  of  his  home  farm.  He  lias  an  excellent 
house,  admirably  presided  over  by  his  thrifty  and 
intelligent  wife,  and  his  barna  and  outbuildings 
all  show  their,  owner  to  be  a  man  of  progress  and 
enterprise.  Mp.  Atwood  is  a  member  of  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,7 and  her  husband  affiliates  with  the 
Republican  party  in.  politics. 


\Tr|)  GBBRT  SMITH  is  one  of  the  leading  and 
llnw  influential  farmers  of  Ilarlem  Township, 
and  one  of  the  representatives  of  the  pio- 
neer  families  of  Winnebago  County.  His 
home  is  situated  on  section  26,  and  he  owns  and 
operates  three  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  valuable 
land,  which  is  well  tilled  and  yields  him  a  golden 
tribute  for  the  care  and  labor  which  he  bestows 
upon  it  It  is  well  improved  with  good  buildings 
and  has  all  the  accessories  of  a  model  farm. 

Mr.  Smith  was  born  in  Kintyre,  Argylcshire, 
Scotland,  August  22,  1824.  Ilis  grandfather, 
Daniel  Smith,  was  born  in  Ayrshire,  whence  ho 


removed  to  Argyleshirc,  locating  upon  a  tract  of 
wild  land  and  residing  in  a  sod  house  for  many 
years.  He  there  improved  a  good  farm  and  made 
his  home  until  his  death.  Only  two  of  his  children 
ever  came  to  America,  Darnel  and  Janet  The  latter 
became  Mrs,  Brown  and  settled  in  Cincinnati, 
Ohio.  The  former  is  the  father  of  our  subject  He 
was  born  in  Argyleshire,  February  11,  1791,  was 
roared  to  agricultural  pursuits  and  after-  attaining 
to  man’s  estate  rented  land  and  engaged  in  farm¬ 
ing.  He  wedded  Mary  Montgomery,  who  was  born 
in  Kin  tyro,  January  12,  1795,  and  was  a  daughter 
of  Robort Montgomery.  They  became  tiie  parents  of 
nine  children;  Flora,  Robort,  John,  Daniel,  Alex¬ 
ander,  Archibald,  Jane,  William  and  Mary  Agnes. 
The  parents  with  their  family  emigrated  to  America 
in  1842,  sailing  on  the  vessel  “Gleaner”  from 
CampbeUtown,  the  first  ocean  vessel  which  over 
left  that  port.  They  weighed  anchor  on  the  4th  of 
June  and  reached  New  York  on  the  4th  of  July, 
i  They  came  at  once  to  Winnebago  County,  making 
■the  journey  by  way  of  the  Lakes  to  Chicago,  and 
settled  in  Harlem  Township,  Mir.  Smith  bought  the 
land  on  which  our  subject  now  resides.  Upon  the 
place  was  a  log  cabin  and  ii  large  log  building 
which  had  been  used  ns  a  distillery.  Mr.  Smith  and 
his  brother-in-law,  James  Montgomery,  bought  the 
farm  at  $5  per  acre,  and  at  once  began  its  develop¬ 
ment  and  cultivation.  The  trials  of  pioneer  life 
were  not  escaped  by  them,  they  bearing  the  usual 
experiences  of  frontier  families.  Mr,  Smith  died 
on  tho  old  homestead  August  20,  1845,  and  his 
wife  there  passed  away  May  31,  1872.  They  wore 
highly  respected  people  and  had  many  friends  in 
this  community. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  acquired  his  educa¬ 
tion,  in  his  native  land,  and  at  tho  .  age  of  seven¬ 
teen  accompanied  his  parents  on  their  emigration 
to  America.  On  his  father’s  death,  the  care  of  the 
homo  farm  devolved  upon  him  and  to  its  cultiva¬ 
tion  and  improvement  ho  has  since  dovoted  his 
energies,  and  in  the  undertaking  has  met  with 
signal  success. 

In  1855,  Mr.  Smith  wedded  Agnes  Greenlees, 
who  was  born  in  Kin  tyre,  Argyleshirc,  Scotland, 
afid  is  a  daughter  of  William  and  Martha  (Harvey) 
Greenlees.  Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Smith  have  boon 
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born  IS vo  children:  Mary  J,,  Martha,  Agnes,  wife 
of  William  Brown,  William  G.  and  Danie’  Andrew. 
lho  parents  and  their  daughters  are  members  of 
the  Willow  Creek  Presbyterian  Church,  and  are 
people  widely  and  favorably  known  in  this  com¬ 
munity.  In  politics,  Mr.  Smith  is  a  stanch  Repub¬ 
lican,  having  supported  that  party  since  its  organ¬ 
ization. 


claim  to  a  tract  of  Government  land  in  what  i3  now 
Cherry  Valley  Township,  and  when  the  land  came 
into  market  entered  it  at  the  land  office  in  Galena. 
Upon  it  lie  built  a  log  cabin  and  on  his  marriage, 
himself  and  wife  commenced  housekeeping  in  that 
humble  abode.  lie  was  joined  in  wedlock  on  Bon  us 
Prairie,  February  24,  1840,  with  Lovisa  May,  a 
native  of  the  Empire  State. 


MAY,  a  well-known  citizen  of  Bolvi- 
jjp  dere,  whoso  portrait  accompanies  this  sketch, 
(I is  one  of  the  most  extensive  land  owners  of 
Northern  Illinois.  He  has  always  been  interested 
in  agricultural  pursuits  and  now  has  a  farm  which 
is  operated  under  his  'personal  supervision.  Ilis 
other  farms  are  rented  and  yield  to  him  a  hand¬ 
some  income. 

Mr.  May  was  born  in  Phillipsburg,  fifty  miles 
from  Montreal,  Canada,  November  6,  1813,  and  is 
of  English  descent.  Ilis  grandfather,  Ezra  May, 
Sr.,  was  born  in  England,  and  came  to  America  in 
Colonial  days,  settling  in  Goshen,  Mass.,  where  he 
spent  tho  remainder  of  his  life  engaged  in  farming. 
His  youngest  child,  Calvin  May,  was  the  father  of 
our  subject.  lie  was  bom  and  reared  in  Goshen 
and  in  early  life  turned  his  attention  to  the'study 
,of  medicine,  graduating  from  Yale  College,  He 
afterwards  went  to  Phillipshurg,  Canada,  becom¬ 
ing  one  of  its  pioneer  settlors.  His  practice  ex¬ 
tended  over  a  radius  of  eighty  miles,  and  ho  used 
to  make  his  rounds  on  horseback.  He  became 
well  known  as  a  prominent  citizen,  and  his  death, 
which  occurred  in  1828,  was  widely  mourned.  His 
wife,  who  boro  tho  maiden  name  o£  Mary  Hyatt, 
spent  her  last  da}'s  in  Cherry  Valley,  Ill. 

Our  subject  was  one  of  eleven  children,  His 
boyhood  and  youth  wore  spent  in  Phillipsburg,  his 
early  days  being  passed  upon  a  farm,  and  later  he 
wjts  employed  on  Government  work.  He  continued 
to  reside  in  Canada  until  1886,  when,  in  company 
with  two  other  young  men,  he  went  to  Michigan 
City,  where  he  was  employed  by  the  Government 
to  buy  machinery  for  six  months.  In  the  month 
of  May,  1889,  ho  came  to  Illinois  and  located  in 
Winnebago  Comity.  He  purchased  a  squatter’s 


After  residing  upon  his  farm  in  Winnebago 
County  for  seven  years,  Mr.  May  came  to  Belvidere 
and  engaged  in  the  dry-goods  business.  1-Ie  has 
been  prominently  identified  with  the  best  interests 
of  this  county  from  that  time  until  the  present.  lie 
I  continued  in  the  dry-goods  business  for  some  years, 
and  later  purchased  a  flouring  mill  which  lie  operat¬ 
ed  for  some  time.  He  is  now  engaged  in  banking  and 
in  1890  was  elected  President  Of  the  Second  Na¬ 
tional  Bank  of  this  city.  Mr.  May  possesses  excel¬ 
lent  business  ability,  is  sagacious  and  far-sighted 
and  his  enterprise  and  good  management  have  won 
him  a  handsome  property. 

Eight  children  have  been  born  unto  our  subject 
and  his  wife,  five  of  whom  are  yet  living;  Mrs. 
Ella  M.  Olney,  Mrs.  Florence  L.  Smith,  Mrs.  Clara 
II.  Grecnslit,  Calvin  I).,  a  banker  of  Clinton,  Iowa, 
and  Stephen  Douglas,  a  lawyer  of  Chicago. 

Mr.  May  has  filled  various  public  otfices  of  honor 
and  trust.  1-Ie  has  served  both  as  a  member  of  the 
City  Board  and  of  the  County  Board  of  Supervisors 
and  his  duties  have  ever  been  discharged  with 
promptness  and  fidelity.  lie  may  well  be  termed  a 
self-made  man,  for  to  his  own  efforts  alone  is  due 
the  credit  of  his  excellent  success.  His  upright 
life  has  won  him  the  confidence  of  all,  and  in  many 
respects  his  career  is  well  worthy  of  emulation. 


IIUUGH  BROWN  is  a  well-known  agricultur- 
Ifll  iSt  °f  Winiieh5l£°  County,  residing  on  sec- 
tion  8,  Guilford  Township.  He  was  born 
(j|!)  on  a  farm  a  mile  from  the  village  of  South 
End,  Argyieshire,  Scotland,  September  28,  18815. 
His  paternal  grandfather,  Edward  Brown,  a  native 
of  the  same  county,  followed  farming  throughout 
his  entire  lif,e,  and  died  at  tho  advanced  age  of 
ninety-six  years.  James  Brown,  the  father  of  our 
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subject,  also  spenthis  entire  life  in  Ar-gylesluro, 
anil  was  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  tlrrougU 
much  of  Iris  life.  His  last  years,  lrmvcvcr,  trore 
spent  in  the  village  o£  South  End,  where  he  died 
in  1859.  His  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Mai- 
tmret  Andrews,  was  born  in  Argylesliire,  and  there 
died  in  1846.  ,  In  their  family  were  nine  children, 
and  by  the  second  marriage  of  the  father  four  chil¬ 
dren  were  born.  t  • 

We  now  take  up  the  personal  history  of  our  sub¬ 
ject,  who  spent  bis  boyhood  days  in  the  usual 
manner  of  farmer  lads  and  gave  his  father  the 
benefit  of  his  assistance  until  1854,  when,  having 
determined  to  try  his  fortune  in  America,  he  sailed 
from  Glasgow  in  July  of  that  year,  Sanding  m 
New  York  sixteen  days  later.  He  came  directly 
to  the  Scotch  settlement  in  Winnebago  County, 
and  began  working  as  a  farm  hand  at  $13  per 
month.  In  1855,  in  connection  with  his  brother ^ 
he  rented  a  farm  in  Boone  County.  Three  years 
later,  he  came  to  this  county,  where  he  rented  land 
for  two  years,  when,  in  connection  with  his  brother 
James,  he  purchased  the  Dennis  farm,  which  they 
cultivated  for  ten  years  in  partnership.  Our  sub¬ 
ject  then  bought  an  eighty-acre  tract  of  land,  arid 
as  he  also  owns  forty  acres  of  the  Dennis  place,  his 
landed  possessions  now  aggregate  one  hundred 
and  twenty  acres,  which  pay  to  him  a  golden 
tribute  in  return  for  his  care  and  cultivation.  His 
farm  is  well  improved  and  is  one  of  the  valuable 
places  of  the  neighborhood. 

On  the  28th  of  April,  1870,  Mr.  Brown  was  uni¬ 
ted  in  marriago  with  Miss  Jane  Picken,  who  was 
born  in  Caledonia  Township,  Boone  County,  III., 
and  is  a  daughter  of  George  Picken,  a  native  of 
Argyleshire,  Scotland.  His  father,  Archie  Picken, 
spent  his  entire  life  in  Scotland.  The  father  of  Mrs. 
Brown  was  married  in  his  native  land  to  Jane  Brown 
a  native  of  Argyleshire,  and  a  daughter  of  Charles 
Brown,  who  came  to  America  when  quite  well  ad¬ 
vanced  in  years,  and  after  spending  a  short  time 
in  Cincinnati,  became  a  resident  of  Winnebago 
County,  where  his  last  days  were  passed.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Picken  crossed  the  broad  Atlantic  in 
1840,  and  became  pioneer  settlers  of  wliat  is  now 
Caledonia  Township,  Boone  County,  where  the 
father  purchased  land  of  the  Government  and 


developed  a  farm,  upon  which  he  resided  until 
his  death,  November  20, 1875,  at  the  age  of  sixty- 
nine  years.  His  wife  is  still  living  on  the  old 
homestead,  and  has  reached  the  age  of  four-score 


years.  „ 

Unto  Mr,  and  Mrs.  Brown  have  been  born  two 
daughters,  Maggie  and  Mary  J.  The  parents  are 
both  members  of  the  Willow  Creek  Church,  and 
are  most  estimable  people.  Mr.  Brown  is  numbered 
among  the  early  settlers  of  this  community,  hav¬ 
ing  long  been  identified  with  the  history  of  the 
county.  He  is  also  a  self-made  man,  for  he  came 

to  America  empty-handed,  and  has  steadily  worked 

his  way  upward  until  ho  is  now  one  of  the  well- 
to-do  citizens  of  this  community. 


<«  WILLIAM.  JONES,  deceased.  The  name 
*  jf(  which  introduces  this  sketch  i3  one  well 
^  yi  known  in  Winnebago  Coun ty .  having  been 
borne  by  a  gentleman  who  was  acknowledged  to 
be  an  excellent  representative  of  a  self-made  man 
and  intelligent  agriculturist.  He  was  born  June 
*,  1817,  in  St.  Lawrence  County,  N.  Y.,  and  was  a 
son  of  John  and  Nancy  Jones,  the  former  of  whom 
came  from  England  and  located  in  Canada,  where 
ho  made  his  home  until  coming  to  Bockford.  His 
decease  occurred  when  eighty-two  years  of  age. 
Our  subject  entered  the  tract  on  which  his  widow 
resides  from  the  Government  in  1847,  and  placed 
the  entire  amount  under  most  excellent  cultiva¬ 
tion. 

The  lady  to  whom  our  subject  was  married  was 
Mrs.  Mary  Carson,  the  widow  of  John  Carson. 
One  child,  a  son,  was  born  of  that  union,  his  birth 
taking  place  November  6,  1841,  in  the  Dominion 
of  Canada.  He  was  married  in  1872  to  Miss  Matha 
Mathewson,  who  was  born  in  Tolland,  Conn., 
November  24.,  1850.  To  them  have  been  bom  ten 
sons  and  one  daughter, namely:  Clyde  W., Bertram 
W.,  George  R.,  Efflo  M.,  Clarence  F.,  Howard  L., 
Earl  N., Ellis  D.,  Kenneth  C.,  Stanley  A.  and  Glenn 
J.  The  daughter-in-law  of  Mrs.  Jones,  Mrs.  Car- 
son,  was  the  daughter  of  Dearborn  and  Lavaneia 
Mathewson,  natives  respectively  of  Khodo  Island 
and  Connecticut,  Tim  father  died  in  Iowa  when 
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seventy-three  years  of  age,  but  the  mother,  who  is 
seventy-four  years  of  ago,  still  lives  and  makes  her 
homo  near  Marion,  Iowa. 

Albert  T.  Carson,  bugler  during  the  late  war, 
enlisted  in  September,  1861,  for  three  years,  or 
during  the  war,  in  Company  K,  First  Illinois  Cav¬ 
alry.  At  the  expiration  of  eighteen  months,  he 
was  discharged,  and  re-enlisted  in  1864,  and  dur¬ 
ing  that  time  participated  in  many  skirmishes. 
His  last  enlistment  was  with  Company  M,  Eighth 
Illinois  Cavalry.  lie  was  never  wounded  or  cap¬ 
tured,  which  is  indeed  quite  remarkable  for  one 
who  took  such  an  active  part  in  numerous  hard- 
fought  battles.  He  is  a  carpenter  by  trade. 

Mrs.  Jones  was  born  August  3,  1822,  in  Ontario, 
Canada,  and  was  a  daughter  of  George  and  Eliza¬ 
beth  Taylor,  of  England.  Her  parents  emigrate! 
to  Canada,  where  they  spent  the  remainder  of  their 
lives,  the  father  dying  when  seventy-four  years  of 
age  and  the  mother  in  her  seventy- eighth  year. 
Mrs.  Jones  remained  at  home  until  twenty-nine 
years  of  age,  And  then,  coming  to  Illinois  to  visit 
her  sister,  she  met  our  subject  and  was  married  to 
him  October  17,  1852.  She  is  an  able  housewife, 
a  kind  neighbor,  and  wins  the  regard  of  those  about 
her. 


SYLVESTER  BURR  WILKINS.  This  gen¬ 
tleman  who  has  for  many  years  been  one 
of  the  leading  citizens  of  Rockford,  was 
born  on  a  farm  in  Chenango  County, 
N.  Y.j  in  1833,  and  is  descended  from  an  old 
and  respected  New  England  family.  His  edu- 
tion  was  acquired  in  the  public  schools,  and  he  re¬ 
mained  upon  the  farm  until  ho  had  attained  his 
majority,  when  ho  started  out  for  himself,  his 
father  giving  him  $2.50.  His  first  business  venture 
on  his  own  account  was  in  manufacturing  wagon 
supplies  in  Binghamton,  N.  Y. 

Afterward  Mr.  Wilkins  wont  to  Milton,  Pa., 
where  he  was  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of 
spokes  and  hubs  for  several  yearn.  Meanwhile 
he  invented  a  machine  for  making  wheel  spokes, 
one  half  interest  in  which  he  sold  for  $1,000,  it 
being  the  first  $1,000  which  he  could  call  his 


own.  While  living  in  Milton,  he  was  also  in 
the  lumbering  business  a  few  yearsand  in  building 
canal  boats. 

In  1861,  Mr.  Wilkins  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Jane  Goodlander,  of  Milton.  They  are 
the  parents  of  George  L.,  Mary  R.  and  Ruth 
Wilkins.  After  spending  twelve  years  in  Milton, 
in  1869  he  removed  his  family  to  Rockford  where 
he  has  since  been  identified  with  the  interests  of 
that  city,  its  growth  and  rebuilding.  He  was  one 
of  the  promoters  of  the  Rockford  Bolt  Works,  an 
industry  of  much  consequence  to  the  city,  to  which 
he  gave  his  personal  attention  for  some  years, 
having  been  President  of  the  company  since  its 
organization.  He  was  also  the  promoter  and 
principal  owner  of  the  S.  B.  Wilkins  Company, 
which  began  the  manufacture  of  seamless  hosiery  on 
a  small  scale  in  188 1.  This  enterprise  prospered  and 
was  incorporated  in  1885  under  the  name  of  the 
S.  B.  Wilkins  Company.  Mr.  Wilkins  became  the 
President  and  has  continued  to  hold  that  important 
relation  to  this  company,  whose  production  has 
become  widely  known  throughout  the  West  and 
Northwest  as  “Rockford  Hosiery.” 

In  connection  with  his  other  duties  in  this  con¬ 
cern,  Mr,  Wilkins  spent  much  of  his  time  in  the 
invention  and  improvement  of  the  special  ma¬ 
chinery  which  is  used  alone  by  this  company.  Re¬ 
cently,  this  machinery  and  the  patents  of  the  S.  B. 
Wilkins’  Company  passed  into  the  ownership  of  a 
new  company,  incorporated  under  the  laws  of 
Illinois  and  called  the  “Chicago-Roekford  Hosiery 
Company.”  Of  this  company,  Mr.  Wilkins  has 
also  become  the  President  and  is  one  of  its  largest 
stockholders.  Its  principal  office  is  now  in  Chicago, 
and  its  factories  at  Rockford,  ILL,  and  Kenosha, 
Wis.  He  has  also  been  connected  with  other  en¬ 
terprises,  and  lias  given  liberally  of  his  means  to 
the  support  of  any  interest  calculated  to  prove  of 
public  benefit.  lie  was  one  of  the  building  com¬ 
mittee  of  Court  Street  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
and  recently  built  the  beautiful  Wilkins  Flats  on 
North  Church  Street.  His  home  is  a  fine  residence 
on  North  Main  Street. 

Mr,  Wilkins  is  free  from  political  ambitious  but 
consented  at  the. solicitation  of  many,  and  the 
suffrage  of  a  large  majority,  to  serve  as  Mayor  for 
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two,  termsJ  Like  most  men  of  inventive  mind,  he 
is  quiet  anii  unassuming,  not  willing  tq  claim  much 
credit  for  himself  when  it  is  really  due,  ami  at  all 
times'giving  to  others  their  full  share.  He  has  the 
confidence  and  esteem  of  ail-  with  whom  ho  comes 
in  contact  in  business  relations,  and  he  and  his 
family  rank  high  in  social  oivoles. 


jjF^ICKARD  MERRILL.  The  family  of  which 
subject  of  this  sketch  is  a  worthy  repre- 
^  WU  sen4ativ8  is  one  W°H  known  to  the  people 
WJ  of  £oone  County,  aud  one  which  has  been 
identified  with  the  interests  of  the  same  from  pio¬ 
neer  days.  Richard  Merrill,  who  is  one  of  the 
prosperous  agriculturists  and  much  esteemed  citi¬ 
zens  of  Boone  County,  is  a  brother  pf  Thomas 
Merrill  (see  sketch  for  further  particulars  of  the 
family). 

,  r.  Like  many  of  the  substantial  and  prosperous 

x  Clfcizens  of  the  county,  our  subject  is  a  native  of  New 
York,  %ite,  born  in  Herkimer  County,  in  the  town 
pf^ftehfield,  July  27, 1841,  and  when  about  four 
years  of  age  was  brought  by  his  parents,  Asel  and 
Auretta  (Smith)  Merrill,  to  Illinois.  Here  he  fin¬ 
ished  his;1  growth  and  received  his  education.  Like 
his  father,  he  selected  agricultural  pursuits  as  his 
occupation  in  life,  and  as  he  became  thoroughly 
familiar  with  the  duties  of  the  farm  at  an  early 
age,  ho  has  been  unusually  successful  in  his  calling 
On  November  27, 1888,  he  was  wedded  to  Miss 
AlieelL  Haro,  who  was  born  in  Sehoha.no  County 
N.  Y.,  April  13, 1850,  and  is  a  daughter  of  Clmun- 
cey  S.  and  Harriet  A.  (Church)  Hare,  both  natives 
of  the  Empire  State.  The  father  is  a  blacksmith 
by  trade  and  is  still  a  resident  of  his  native  State 
His  wife  was  born  in  New  Berlin,  N.  Y.,  and  died 
in  Washington  Mills,  of  thui.  State,  when  forty-one 
years  of  age.  They  were  the  parents  of  five  chil¬ 
dren  all  r,o_w  living,  but  two.  Mrs.  Merrill's  ink, 
ternal  grandparents  were  natives  of  New  York  in 
which  State  they  passed  their  entire  lives,  he  dying 
when  about  middle  age,  and  she  when  about  eighty! 
two.  Mrs.  Merrill  came  to  Illinois  about  1882,  and 
was  here  married  to  Mr.  MerriM,. 

Three  children  are  the  result  of  our  subject's 


marriage:  Fred,C.,  bora  at  his  grandfather's  old 
home  on  July  2, 1885,  and  Nathan  H.,  also  bom  on 
the  old  homestead,  January  28, 1887,  and  Paul  A., 
bom  May  24, 1882.  Mr.  Merrill  has  resided  on 
that  line  old  piaeo  nearly  all  his  life,  but  in  the 
year  1801  he  removed  to  Belvidore  and  is  practi¬ 
cally  retired.  However,  as  ha  has  rented,  his  farm, 
he  still  has  considerable  to  keep  him  busy.  The  farm 
is  about  three  miles  from  the  city  and  is  the  orig¬ 
inal  piece  of  land  his  father 'bought  from  the  ,  Go  v¬ 
ernment.  Our  subject  remembers  some  of  the  ex¬ 
periences  of  pioneer  days  and  delights  t,o  relate 
them.  He  remembers  his  mother  taking  a  load  of 
wheat  to  market  to  get  some  jeans  to  make  up  in 
clothing  for  the  boys,  but  one  load  did  not  bring 
enough  to  pay  for  the  goods  and  the  father  had  to 
take  in  a  second  load  the  following  day.  Mr.  Mor- 
riJi  J^a  Democrat  in  his  political  affiliations,  and 
his  first|Prosidentinl  vote  was  cast  for  G.  B.  Mc¬ 
Clellan-  Socially,  ho  is  a  member  of  the  Knights 
of  the  Globe.  On  all  subjects  of  importance  lie 
has  decided  opinions,  which  cany  weight  among 
his  fellow-citizens, 

PANIEL  KINSON,  an  enterprising  fanner  of 
New  Milford  Township,  Winnebago  County, 
is  a  native  of  the  Green  Mountain  State, 
bora  August  2i,  1827.  The  grandparents  were 
farming  people  of  Vermont,  and  had  a  family  of 
eight  children,  the  y  pngest  of  whom,  John  Kiuson, 
was  the  father  of  our  subject.  He  was  born  in 
Now  Hampshire  in  1803,  and  married  Melinda 
Lamphero,  by  whom  lie  lmd  three  children,  lewis, 
Daniel  and  Cynthia  Sophia,  all  of  whom  were  bora 
in  Vermont,  With  bis  family,  be  removed  to  Esanv 
County,  N.  Y.,  where  he  worked  in  a  glass  factory, 
and  was  afterwards  employed  in  Boston.  Later, 
lie  wont  to  Lower  Canada,  where  ho  engaged  in 
farming  for  ton  years,  and  in  1844  we  find  him 
residing  near  Kecsevilie,  N.  Y.,  where  lie  and  his 
sons  chopped  wood  at  thirty-seven  and  a  half 
cents  per  cord  for  a  year,  each  averaging  two 
cords  per  day.  With  the  money  thus  earned,  they 
wont  to  Milwaukee,  and  for  three  months  resided 
in  Whitewater,  Wig.  Mr.  Kinson  then  went  to  Beh 
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videre  on  foot,  and  was  so  well  pleased  with  this 
locality  that  he  hired  a  team  and  brought  his  fam¬ 
ily  to  Illinois.  For  three  years  he  resided  upon  a 
rented  farm,  and  then  made  a  claim  of  one  hnn- 
.  dred  and  sixty  acres,  on  which  our  subject  now 
resides.  In  the  fall  of  1849,  he  removed  his  fam¬ 
ily  to  his  own  farm,  and  we  can  imagine  the  hap¬ 
piness  with  which  they  took  possession/  of  their 
own  home,  after  so  many  years  of  hard  labor. 
From  that  time  forward,  prosperity  attended  their 
efforts,  and  •they  became  well-to-do.  Mr,  Kinson 
died  in  New;  Milford,  December  28, 1891,  at  the 
age  of  eighty-eight  years,  and  four  months,  and  his 
wife  passed  away  September  7,  1889,  when  about 
eighty-eight  years  of  age. 

Our  subject  had  shaved  in  all  the  experiences  of 
the  faipily/and  in  those  earlier  years  labored  hard 
.^.m/pport  himself  and  aid  his  parents  in  securing 
(<r'n  home.  He  was  married  in  his  own  home,  May 
28,  1855,  to  Miss  Joanna  Baxter,  who  was  born  in 
Tompkins  County,  N.  Y.,  May  29, 1838,  and  is  a 
daughter  of  John  and  Maria  (Horton)  Baxter,  who 
removed  from  New  York  on  the  28d  of  September, 
1848,  and  by  the  canal  and  Lakes  came  to  Illi¬ 
nois,  accompanied  by  their  family  of  six  children. 
They  soon  settled  on  twenty  acres  of  land,  south¬ 
east  of  New  Milford,  and  the  log  cabiu  which  Mr. 
Baxter  built  in  1849  was  their  UOme  for  (if teen 
years,  when  it  was  then  replaced  by  a  frame  resi¬ 
dence.  Mr.  Baxter  died  at  the  home  of  his  daugh¬ 
ter,  .November  80, 1869,  at  the  age  of  seventy-nine 
years,  leaving  a  widow  and  eight  children,  seven 
.sons  and  a  daughter.  They  had  lost  one  daughter, 
Rosetta  Ann,  who  died  at  the  age  of  two  years. 
The  death  of  the  mother  occurred  on  Thanksgiv¬ 
ing  Day,  November  28, 1 888,  at  the  ago  of  seventy- 
nine  years.  They  were  highly  respected  people  in 
this  community  and  made  many  warm  friends. 

Mr.  and  Mrs,  Kinson  have  lost  two  sons:  Irvin 
Eugene,  who  died  August  28,  1858,  at  the  age  of 
two  year's;  and  Fred  H„  who  died  August  2 1,  1871, 

'  WSyrlj  about  fifteen  months  old.  Their  living  chii- 
/fe  dren  are  Clara  1L,  who  was  born  September  20, 
1858;  Eila  T.,  June  8,  I860;  Asa  H.,  January  17, 
1862;  John  L.,  June  18,  1864;  Lourena  M.,  March 
11,  1866;  Hattie  R.,  October  24,  1872;  Ora  A., 
September  2,,  1875.  All  of  the  children  have  loft 


the  parental  roof  except  the  two  youngest.  Hat¬ 
tie  has  been  deaf  since  her  third  yedr,  the  misfor¬ 
tune  being  caused  by  scarlet  fever.  All  have  re¬ 
ceived  gpod  educational  advantages,  and  Jdlm  is 
a  teacher  in  the  Rockford  Business  College.  Asa 
H.  was  married,  January  1,  1885,  to  Lourane 
Graham,  and  is  farming  in  Iowa;  John  L.  par¬ 
ried  Eva  Eastman,  March  6,  1 885;- ^Clara  is  the  wife 
of  Frank  Fitzgerald;  Ella  L.  is  the  wife  of  Albert 
S.  McAvoy,  and  Lourena,  is  the  wife  of  Gilbert 
Thompson,  of  Iowa. 

Mr.  Kinson  of  this  sketch  owns  two  hundred 
acres  of  land  in  the  home  farm,  besides  An  addi¬ 
tional  thirty-acre  tract,  thirteen  acres  of  which  are 
covered  with  a  fine  growth  of  timber.  He  has  also 
bought  two  farms  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres 
each  for  his  sons  in  Iowa.  In  politics,  he  is  a 
Republican,  and  himself  and  wife  are  members  of 
the  Methodist  Church  of  New  Milford;, 


ORNELIUS  H.  BEAMER  is  a  native  of  the 
Empire  State.  He  was  born  in  Wheeler, 
Steuben  County,  June  10,  1814,  and  was  a 
son  of  Philip  and  Nancy  (Dixon)  Beamev,  the 
former  a  native  of  Holland,  and  the  latter  of  Scot¬ 
land.  When  young,  they  came  to  this  country, 
and  were  married  in  New  York.  They  passed 
away  in  Ottawa,  Ill.,  the  father  dying  at  the  ad¬ 
vanced  age  of  ninety  years,  his  wife  at  the  age  of 
seventy -eight.  They  had  twelve  children,  all  of 
whom  grew  to  mature  yearn.  One  brother,  Thomas, 
was  slain  in  the  siege  of  Vicksburg,  and  Rosilla,  a 
teacher,  took  cold  while  going  to  her  school,  and 
died  of  consumption  at  the  age  of  twenty-two. 

Our  subject  spent  the  days  of  his  boyhood  and 
youth  upon  his  father’s  farm,  and  on  the  11th  of 
November,  1837,  arrived  in  Chicago,  III.,  then  a 
small  village.  He  refused  to  buy  a  half-section  of 
land  near  where  the  court  house  now  stands,  but 
instead  purchased  a  horse  for  835  and  rode  to  Bel  vi¬ 
dere.  Since  that  time  he  has  been  a  resident  of 
this  locality.  Ere  leaving  the  East,  he  was  married 
in  North  Cohocton,  August  16,  1836,  to  Sarah 
Walters,  who  was  born  in  that  place,  and  was  of 
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German  descent.  She  died  on  the  20th  of  May, 
1849,  leaving  four  sons  and  two  dWgkters. .  One 
son,  Albert,  died  quite  young,  and  was  biMCd  by 
his  mother  in  Belvidere;  Barbara  became  the  wife 
of  Caleb  Lewis,  and  died  leaving  six  children;  and 
B.  F.  Reamer.  Sarah  Reamer  died  in  Cairo,  Ill. 
Mr.  Beamer  was  again  married;  this  time  to  Lois 
Hartley,  a  native  of  England,  who  died  April  11, 
1890,  leaving  one  son,  Hartley,  who  is  living  in 
Illinois. 

Mr.  Beaip,er  has  had  a  varied  and  rather  advent 
turous  life.  Ho  was  a  stage-driver  for  a  number 
of  yeaft,  also  followed  farming,  and  was  a  dealer 
in  horses,  but,  as  he  is  now  well  advanced  in  years, 
he  has  laid  aside  all  business  cares,  and  is  living  a 
retired  life  in  Pontiac,  Ill.  0  Ilis  son,  Alva  R. 
Beamer,  was  only  twelve  years  of  age  when  his 
mother  died.  He  then  went  to  live  with,  George 
Lemons,  in  Boone  County,  with  whom  he  remained 
until  seventeen  years  of  age,  after  which  ho  re¬ 
sided  with  George  M,  Crane,  of  Cherry  Valley 
Township,  until  he  rented  land  and  began  farming 
for  himself.  He  was  married,  January  22, 1863,  to 
Mary  C.  Doolittle,  of  Harlem,  Ill.,  a  daughter  of 
Henry  and  Catherine  (Steelman)  Doolittle,  both 
of  whom  were  natives  of  New  England,  and  emi¬ 
grated  to  Illinois  in  1837.  Unto  Ms\  and  Mrs. 
Beamer  were  horn  three  children:  Minnie  L.,  wife 
of  Archie  L.  Rummelhart,  of  Harlem  Township; 
Etta  M.  and,  Herbert  E.,  both  at  home.  The  chil¬ 
dren  have  received  good  educational  advantages. 

Mr.  Beamer  is  a  friend  to  all  that  can  benefit  or 
improve  the  community.  In  politics,  he  is  a  Re¬ 
publican,  and  has  served  as  School  Director.  He 
has  followed  general  farming  throughout  his  en¬ 
tire  life,  and  is  now  a  successful  and  enterprising 
agriculturist. 

J-pIp1  NDREW  PHINNEY,  an  honored  veteran 
I  late  war,  and  now  a  successful  gro- 

¥  is  cer  of  Rockford,  doing  business  at  No. 
Hi?/  206  Horsman  Street,  was  bom  in  Eibridge, 
Onondaga  County,  N.  Y.,  in  1836,  and  when 
quite  young  went  to  Bradford  County,  Pa.,  with 
his  parents,  William  and  Mary  Phinney.  They 


were  both  natives  Of  t  jic  Emerald  Isle,  and  imme¬ 
diately  after  their  marriage  came  to  this  coun¬ 
try.  Mrs.  Phinney  died  in  Pennsylvania.  Mr. 
Phinney  was  there  again  imamod,  and  again  lost 
his  wife  in  that  State,  aftey  which  hc'omigrated  to 
Jones  ville,  Mich.,  where  Ilfs',' death  occurred  in  Sep¬ 
tember,  1891,  -’Wage  of  eamrty-six  years; 

Our  subject  waii  the  first  of  the  family  to  come 
to  tho  West.  He  located  in  Illinois,  in  1856,  and, 
after  a  year  spent  in  Belvidere,  came  to  Rockford, 
where  he  has  since  resided.  In  1862,  however,  lie 
left  his  home  and  joined  Company  A,  of  the  Nine¬ 
tieth  Illinois  Infantry,  going  to  the  South  with  his 
regiment.  After  the  battle  of  Mission  Ridge,  lie 
was  commissioned  First  Lieutenant.  At  the  battle 
of  Atlanta,  July  22,  1864,  he  was  captured  by  the 
enemy,  and  hold  a  prisoner  o.f  war  until  March, 
1865,  when  he  was  exchanged.  Subsequently,  he 
had  oharge  of  his  company  in  St.  Louis,  whore 
they  did  service  until  honorably  discharged  after 
the  expiration  of  their  three-years’  term.  Mr. 
Phinney  has  a  wav  record  of  which  lie  may  well  be 
proud.  He  saw  much  hard  service,  but  was  never 
wounded,  although  he  nearly  lost  his  life  from  ex¬ 
posure  and  hardship.  His  meritorious  conduct  on 
the  field  of  battle  won  him  deserved  promotion. 
Other  members  of  the  Phinney  family  also  fol¬ 
lowed  the  old  flag.  His  brother  Michael,  now  Of 
Jonesville,  Mich.,  was  a  member  of  tho  Array  of 
the  Potomac  and  during  his  service  was  wounded. 
Two  other  brothers,  John  and  William,  both  laid 
down  their  lives  on  tho  altar  of  their  country,  and 
the  father  also  followed  the  old  flag  through  many 
battles  to  victory. 

On  his  return  from  the  war,  Andrew  Phinney 
began  business  Mi  a  merchant,  in  1865,  and  has 
since  been  selling  groceries  in  this  city.  For  a 
tiro^  ho  was  in  partnership  with  William  Lyons, 
but  is  now  alone  in  business.  He  has  been  at  his 
present  location  since  1888,  and  there  a  full  and 
complete  stock  of  groceries  is  ready  to  supply  the 
wants  of  the  public.  Tho  proprietor  is  recognized 
as  an  enterprising  and  industrious  business  man, 
who  by  ins  own  efforts  has  worked  up  an  excellent 
trade,  and  is  now  enjoying  a  liberal  and  well- 
earned  patronage. 

Mr.  Phinney  was  married  in  Rockford,  in  1865, 
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the  lady  of  his  choice  being  Miss  Mary  Ryan,  a 
native  of  Dublin,  Ireland,  who,  when  quite  young, 
came  to  this  country  with  her  parents,  both  of 
whom  died  in  Rockford  some  years  since.  Unto  our 
subject  and  his  wife,  have  been  born  the  following 
children:  Frank;  Lillie,  deceased,  who  was  the  wife 
of  James  O’Conner,  who  is  ^contractor;  Josephine, 
a  book-keeper  in  her  father’s  employ;  Dollie,  who 
is  engaged  in  teaching  school;  and  Ida  and  Belle, 
who  are  students  in  the  High  School  of  this  city. 
The  parents  are  both  members  of  the  Catholic 
Church,  and  socially,  Mr.  Pltiuney  is  a  member  of 
Nevius  Post  No.  1,  G.  A.  R,  In  politics,  he  is  a 
supporter  of  Republican  principles. 


GEORGE  W.  CARMAN,  who  engages  in 
farming  on  section  34,  Guilford  Township, 
is  a  representative  of  one  of  the  pioneer 
families  of  Winnebago  County,  and  is  descended 
from  an  early  New  England  family,  I-Iis  great- 
grandparents  wore  John  and  Anna  Carman.  The 
former  was  born  March  25,  1751.  His  grand¬ 
parents  wore  Jacob  and  Sarah  (Haines)  Carman, 
both  natives  of  New  Jersey  They  had  a  family 
,oC  t  wo  sons  and  four  daughters  who  grew  to  ma¬ 
ture  years,  but  all  have  now  passed  away.  They 
were:  Hannah,  who  was  born  February  5,  1772; 
Ann,  March  24,  1774;  Ruth,  January  27, 1776; 
Hannah,  November  80,  1778;  Jacob,  March  6, 
1781;  Elizabeth,  December  3,  1782;  John  J«,  Sep¬ 
tember  24, 1785;  Joseph  H.,  April  20, 1789;  and 
Mary  C.,  January  10, 1792. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  John  J.  Carman,  was 
a  native  of  Pemberton,  N.  J.,  and  in  Canada,  in 
1716,  married  Mary  Fisher,  also  a  native  of  that 
State.  Hie  uncle,  John  Haines,  after  a  long  life 
spent  in  New  Jersey,  passed  away  at  the  advanced 
age  of  one  hundred  and  fifteen  years. 

Unto  the  parents  of  our  subject  were  born 
twelve  children,  eight  sons  and  four  daughters: 
John,  Jr,,  born  January  26,  1817;  William  W., 
August  17, 1818;  Henry,  who  was  bom  Novem¬ 
ber  15,  1819,  died  at  the  age  of  eight  months; 
Mary  Ann,  bom  February  19,  1821;  Chauncoy 
C,,  November  15,  1822;  Henry  F.,  July  11, 1824; 


Elizabeth,  born  March  20,  1856,  died  at  the  age 
of  nine  years;  George  W.,  born  January  4,  1828; 
Philip  J,,  April  22,  1830;  Alpheus  W.,  December 
18,  1832;  Elizabeth,  March  15,  1836;  and  Sarah, 
September  20, 1838.  Of  this  family,  seven  are  yet 
living,  and  their  aggregate  age  is  four  hundred 
and  thirty-four  years.  They  were  all  bora  in 
Canada  and,  with  the  parents,  came  to  Illinois  in 
1840,  settling  on  the  old  homestead  on  the  19th 
of  June.  The  oldest  son,  John,  Jr.,  had  come 
here  two  years  previous  and  purchased  a  claim  of 
one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  for  his  father.  He 
died  on  the  13tli  of  March,  1845.  Chauncey  and 
Alpheus  were  volunteers  in  the  late  war,  serving 
as  privates  throughout  the  struggle.  The  father 
of  the  family  died  December  29,  1870,  at  the  age 
of  eighty-five  years,  and  his  wife  passed  away 
September  29, 1878,  at  the  age  of  eighty-two. 

George  Carman,  whose  name  heads  this  record, 
was  bom  near  Brockville,  Canada,  January  4, 
1828,  and  with  the  family  came  to  Illinois  when 
a  lad  of  twelve  summers.  In  the  usual  manner 
of  farmer  lads,  he  was  reared  to  manhood  and  has 
since  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits.  He  occu¬ 
pies  the  old  homestead  in  connection  with  Will¬ 
iam  W.,  and  Sarah  and  Philip  veside  upon  an 
adjoining  farm.  The  sons  are  among  the  leading 
agriculturists  of  Guilford  Township  and,  follow¬ 
ing  the  example  of  their  father,  vote  with  the 
Republican  party. 

IMON  PETER  BEST.  Among  the  well- 
regulated  homes  of  Durand  Township, 
Winnebago  County,  none  have  about  them 
an  air  of  greater  comfort  and  content 
than  that  which  lias  been  built  up  by  the  joint 
efforts  of  Mr.  Best  and  his  estimable  wife.  Their 
pleasant  homo  is  located  on  section  20,  and  is  im- ! 
proved  with  all  the  appurtenances  required  by  the 
progressive  and  industrious  agriculturist. 

Our  subject  dates  his  residence  in  this  county 
from  the  spring  of  1855,  at  which  time  the  fam¬ 
ily  settled  in  Durand  Township.  He  was  born  in 
Northampton  County,  Pa.,  April  13, 1844,  and  is 
a  son  of  Jacob  N.  and  Susannah  (Unagest)  Best, 
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who  also  hailed  from  the  Keystone  State.  The 
ancestors  of  our  subject  came  from  Germany 
about-  two  hundred  years  ago  and  for  several 
generations  resided  in.  Pennsylvania. 

Nicholas  Best,  the  grandfathor  of  our  subject, 
died  in  1801,  when  twenty-eight  years  old.  The 
father  of  him  of  whom  we  write  was  a  farmer,  and 
in  early  life  worked  at  the  trades  of  a  shoemaker 
and  blacksmith.  The  parental  family  numbered 
tftree  children,  his  brother  ami  sister  being  Nich¬ 
olas  and  Polly.  Jacob  N.  Best-  came  to  Illinois  in 
1855,  and  located  on  tbe  southwest  quarter  of  sec¬ 
tion  20,  Durand  Township,  where  he  purchased 
one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land  which  bore 
some  improvements.  There  he  resided  until  his 
death,  which  occurred  February  20,  1885,  at  the 
advanced  age  of  oiglity-six  years.  His  good  wife, 
who  survived  him  until  August  9, 1891,  passed 
away  in  3ier  ninety-second  year.  They  were  the 
parents  of  eleven  children,  one  of  whom  died  in 
infancy.  Those  living  are:  William,  Sarah  (Mrs. 
Unagest),  Rosanna  (Mrs.  Glassor),  Roubcn,  Anna 
Maria  (now  the  widow  of  A.  Gold,  and  formerly 
Mrs.  G.  Nolf);  Sophia  (the  wife  of  Jacob  L. 
Weaver),  Rebecca  (who  married  Joseph  Rich¬ 
ard),  Elizabeth  (now  Mrs.  Adam  Rheingcs,  and 
formerly  married  to  Thomas  Jenewinio),  Bovina 
(Mrs.  A.  Baker),  and  our  subject,  who  is  the 
youngest  of  the  family. 

Simon  P.  Best  was  reared  to  farm  pursuits  and 
received  a  fair  education  in  the  schools  of  his 
neighborhood.  The  date  of  his  marriage  to  Eliz¬ 
abeth  II.,  daughter  of  Jonathan  and  Lydia  J. 
Matter,  was  February  18,  1868.  Mrs.  Best  was 
born  in  Stephenson  County,  this  State,  March  21, 
1847,  and,  with  her  husband,  removed  in  1880  to 
their  present  home.  Our  subject,  who  is  the 
owner  of  three  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  finely 
cultivated  land,  has  boon  a  resident  of  section  20 
since  1855. 

The  nine  children  born  to  our  subject  and  his 
wife  bear  the  respective  names  of  Fernando, 
Arthur  J.,  Jacob  IS.,  Wallace  V.,  Signora,  Sylva 
D.,  Oscar  L.,  Arvilla  M.  and  Susan  P.  In  his  po¬ 
litical  relations,  Mr.  Best  usually  votes  the  Re¬ 
publican  ticket,  but  leans  strongly  toward  Pro¬ 
hibition  and  reform  principles.  He  is  a  momber 


of  the  Evangelical  Association  and  is  active  in  all 
good  works.  His  father  belonged  to  a  company 
of  militia  in  Pennsylvania.  Ho  of  whom  wo 
write,  in  addition  to  raising  cereals,  devotes  a 
great  deal  of  time  and  attention  to  the  breeding 
of  Short-born  cattl^  and  Norman  horses. 


OSCAR  J.  WIGELL,  representing  the  world- 
renowned  Steinway.  piano  bouse  of  Lyon, 
Potter  &  Co.,  Chicago,  has  one  of  the  finest 
and  best-equipped  music  stores  in  tbe  Slate,  outside 
of  Chicago,  at  No.  212  West  State  Street,  Rock¬ 
ford.  He  is  one  of  the  wide-awake,  thorough-going 
young  business  men  of  the  place.  Rockford  is  his 
birthplace  and  he  was  born  July  25,  1887.  In  edu¬ 
cation,  he  received  the  boat  that  Rockford  afforded. 
It  was  very  evident  i ft  .his  early  youth  that  ha  in¬ 
herited  the  musical  abilities  of  his  parents.  When 
but  fifteen  years  of  age,  he  took  thorough  instruc¬ 
tion  in  piano-tuning,  and  in  that  work  he  lias  an 
enviable  reputation  as  an  export. 

During  the  winter  of  1889-90,  George  W.  Lyon, 
of  Chicago  (who  for  twonty-oiglife yearn  was  senior 
partner  of  the  firm  of  Lyon  &  Ilcaly),  recognizing 
the  ability  of  Mr.  WigelJ,  engaged  hirn  as  tuner 
and  salesman  for  the  magnificent  new  store  of 
Lyon,  Potter  &  Co.,  who  opened  their  doors  to  the 
public  January  15,  1890,  During  his  first  year 
with  this  house,  Mr,  Wigell  gave  up  piano-tuning 
and  devoted  all  his  time  to  sales,  in  which  ho  has 
mot  with  deserved  success.  As  a  dealer,  his  upright 
and  honorable  conduct  in  all  transactions  has  aided 
him  materially  in  building  up  the  huge  business  ho 
now  controls. 

October  18,  1887,  O.  J.  Wigell  wns  united  in 
marriage  to  Miss  Eva  M.,  the  eldest  daughter  of 
Rev.  G.  R.  Vanhorn,  of  Itoekford,  of  whom  sec 
sketch  elsewhere  in  tins  volume.  She  was  born  in 
Minooka, 111., .November  9, 1868,  and  supplemented 
the  education  she  received  in  the  city  schools  of 
Rockford  by  a  course  iu  the  seminary  at  Aurora, 
Ill,  She  is  an  accomplished  and  Intelligent  young 
lady  and  is  very  much  devoted  to  art.  To  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Wigell  have  been  bom  two  bright  little 
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boys:  Garrett  0.  and  Lawrence  L,  They  ave  hap<i>] 
pily  situated  in  a  pleasant  home  on  the  East  Side.  ' 
In  religion,  both  are  active  members  of  the  Cen¬ 
tennial  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  the  late  John  Wigell, 
was  born  in  Sweden.  Thero  during  his  early?  life 
he  became  a  devoted  and  thorough  student  in 
music,  graduating  with  highest  honors  on  piano, 
organ  and  violin  at  the  conservatory  in  Stock¬ 
holm.  In  his  early  manhood  ho  came  to  America, 
where  for  a  number  of  years  lie  held  a  responsible 
position  in  one  of  the  largest  piano  factories  in 
•  New  York.  Early  in  the  ’60s,  lie  came  to  Rock¬ 
ford,  where  he  won  the  respect  and  admiration  of 
all,  especially  of  the  musical  fraternity,  by  big  skill 
and  practical  knowledge.  lie  manufactured  a  great 
many  organs  in  Rockford,  which  have  stood  the 
test  these  many  years, 

Mr.  Wigell  had  plans  drawn  for  a  largo  piano 
factory  to  bo  erected  hero,  but  these  plans  were 
never  consummated,  as  he  was  stricken  down  with 
typhoid-pneumonia  and  died  November  18,  1871, 
when  only  twenty-nine  years  old,  leaving  a  widow 
and  one  son,  Oscar  J.  His  wife,  to  whom  lie  was 
married  in  1806,  was  Miss  Clara  Johnson,  a  native 
of  Sweden,  whence  she  came  to  America  with  her 
parents  when  but  two  years  of  ago.  To  them  were 
born  two  sons:  Oscar  J.  and  Lawrence  Edward,  the 
latter  dying  September  28,  1871,  when  but  two 
years  old.  In  1874  ,  Mrs.  Clara  Wigoll  was  united 
in  marriage  with  0.  AY.  Hacgg,  of  whom  see  sketch. 


Jj  OSIAH  MANNING'  is  the  owner  of  one  of 
the  fine  farms  of  Winnebago  Count}',  lo- 
i  cated  on  section  25,  Guilford  Township. 

_  His  life  record  is  as  follows:  He  was  born  in 

Westminister,  Middlesex  County,  Canada,  on  a 
farm  near  the  suburbs  of  London,  April  19,  1838. 
His  grandfather  was  a  resident  farmer  of  the  Em¬ 
pire  State  and  removod  to  Canada,  spending  his 
last  day?  in  the  Province  of  Quebec. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  Joseph  J.  Manning, 
was  born  in  the  Province  of  Quebec,  and  at 
the  ago  of  twenty-three  removed  to  Middlesex 
County,  then  a  sparsely-settled  region,  whore 


^lip^booght  a  tract  of  timber  land  from  the  Govern¬ 
ment.  In  the  midst  of  the  wilderness  he  cleared 
and  RnProved  a  farm,  upon  which  lie  made  his 
home  until  the  spring  of  1844,  when  lie  came  to 
Winnebago  County,  Ill.  The  year  previous,  he 
had  visited .  in  this  locality  and  purchased  one 
hundred  and  mnet}'-four  neves  of  land  for  $950; 
upon  it  wore  a  log  cabin,  a  small  flame  house  and 
a  barn,  and  thirty  acres  had  been  placed  under 
the  plow.  Accompanied  by  liii  wife  and  eight 
children,  ho  came  in  1844  and  located  upon  this 
farm,  which  he  greatly  developed  and  improved. 
Ho  made  it  his  home  Until  his  death,  which  occurred 
on  the  8th  of  JuiVe,  1850  or  1851. 

Mrs.  Manning  bore  the  maiden  name  Of  Cather¬ 
ine  Louisa  Swart.  She  was  born  in  Schoharie 
County,  N.  Y.,and  was  a  daughter  of  Bartholomew 
and  Elizabeth  (Lawyer)  Swart.  The  former  was 
born  of  Dutch  parentage,  and  removed  from  the 
Empire  State  to  Canada,  settling  in  Middlesex 
County,  where  lie  cleared  and  developed  a  farm, 
upon  which  lie  spent  his  remaining  days.  The 
death  of  Mrs.  Manning  occurred  on  the  Oth  of 
March,  1890,  in  the  seventy-sixth  year  of  her  age. 
She  was  the  mother  of  nine  children:  Charles  F„ 
Josiah,  Julia  M.,  Levi,  Jacob  B.,  Rosswell  A.,  Jos¬ 
eph  J.,  Leonard  and  Eli.  Josiah,  Leonard  and  Eli 
ave  the  only  ones  now  living.  The  last  two  are 
residents  of  Chariton,  Lucas  County,  Iowa. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  a  lad  of  eleven 
summers  when  ho  came  to  Illinois  with  his  parents; 
since  that  time  lie  lias  been  a  resident  of  Guilford 
Township.  As  soon  as  old  enough,  ho  began  to 
assist  in  the  labors  of  the  Jarm  and  aided  in  the 
arduous  task  of  developing  the  wild  land.  Three 
years  after  his  father’s  dcatii,  he  purchased  the  in¬ 
terest  of  the  other  heirs  in  the  homestead  and  now 
owns  and  operates  two  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of 
highly  improved  land,  constituting  one,  of  the 
best  farms  in  this  locality.  The  rich  and  fertile 
fields  indjeate  the  thrift  of  the  owner,  and  the 
good  buildings  there  seen  stand  as  monuments  to 
his  enterprise.  In  this  direction  his  farm  will  com¬ 
pare  with  any  in  the  county.  In  connection  with 
general  farming,  lie  also  engages  in  raising  fine 
stock,  making  a  specialty  of  standard-bred  horses, 
and  upon  his  land  lias  a  race-course, 


972  ,  ^OEXHAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


In  1858,  Mr,  Maiming  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Julia  A., Hale,  who  was  bom  in  Newport, 

' Herkiuie^'f^u r%,  N,  Y.,  and  is  a  daughter  of  Al¬ 
fred  E.  and  Juliii  A-  (Post)  Hale.  Their  union 
has  been  blessed  with  a  daughter,  Eleanor,  now 
the  wife  of  Fred  D.King,  by  whom  she  has  had  two 
children,  Edna,  and  one  son  who  died  when  four 
and  one-half  yearn  old.  In  politics,  Mr.  Manning 
is  a  stalwart  Republican,  and  has  served  eight 
terms  as  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Supervisors, 
which  fact  indicates  his  efficiency  and  faithful  dis¬ 
charge  of  duty.  Ho  is  a  straightforward,  upright 
business  man  and  is  well  known  throughout  Guil¬ 
ford  Township,  and  is  one  Of  its  leading  citizens. 
In  this  connection  a  portrait  of  Mr.  Manning  is 
presented  to  our  readers. 

W»ESLEY  I).  CLARK,  a  baker  of  Rockford, 
doing  business  at  No,  107  ICishwaukeo 
Street,  is  a  native  of  Rockford,  Kent 
County,  Mich.,  bom  in  December,  1850.  The  family 
was  founded  in  New  England,  prior  to  the  Revo¬ 
lutionary  War,  and  was  represented  in  that  strug¬ 
gle.  The  grandfather  of  our  subject,  Ezra  Clark, 
was  a  native  of  Vermont  and  removed  to  New 
York,  spending  the  remainder  of  his  life  in  Erie 
County,  where  he  engaged  in  the  butchering  busi¬ 
ness.  In  politics,  lie  was  a  Whig  and  a  stalwart 
Abolitionist,  and  his  home  was  a  station  on  the 
famous  Underground  Railroad.  He  died  at  the 
age  of  seventy  years. 

E,  P.  Clark,  father  of  our  subject,  was  born  in 
the  Green  Mountain  State,  where  he  grew  to  man¬ 
hood  and  became  a  farmer.  In  New  York,  he  mar¬ 
ried  Miss  Julia  I.  Dennison,  a  native  of  Norwich,  \ 
N.  Y.  Her  parents  were  natives  of  Connecticut. 
On  emigrating  to  Michigan,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Clark 
settled  in  the  midst  of  a  forest  in  Kent  County, 
and,  procuring  land  from  the  Government,  be¬ 
gan  the  development  of  a  farm.  His  death  oc¬ 
curred  \\jt  1857,  at  the  early  ago  of  thirty-three 
years.  He  was  a  stanch  Abolitionist,  and  died  be¬ 
lieving  that  the  slaves  would  be  free!  His  wife 
yet  survives,  and  although  seventy  years  of  ago, 
is  still  enjoying  good  health.  She  is  now  visiting 


in  California,  but  makes  her  heniCl^ith  our  subject. 
She  is  a  member  Of  the  Christian  Church.  Her 
fatherJDudley  Dennison,  was  a  native  of  Connect¬ 
icut,  and  after  his  marriage  removed  to  the  Em¬ 
pire  State,  where  ho  engaged  in  blaoksmi thing, 
also  manufactured  axes  and  hoes,  and.  was  the 
owner  of  a  large  farm.  He  died  in  Erie  County  at 
the  ago  of  seventy,  and  his  wife  was  also  well  ad* 
danced  in  years.  He  participated  in  the  War  of 
1812,  and  took  part  in  the  battle  of  Stonington. 
The’pjnly  members  of  the  Clark  family  now  living 
are  our  subject  and  his  brother  0. 33.,  who  married 
Vera  M,  Hyde,  a  native  of  Michigan,  and  who  is 
now  superintendent  of  an  electric  plant  in  Napa, 
Gal.  'o  a.  .  ~ '  , 

Wosloy  D.  Clark,  whose  name  heads  this  record, 
was  only  fivo  years  old  when  his  father  died,  and 
at  the  age  of  fourteen  ho  came  to  Rockford,  where 
ho  has  since  resided,  In  this  city,  ho  married  Miss 
Eunice  L.  Kcig,  who  was  born  in  Rockford,  and  is 
a  daughter  of  Edward  and  Margaret  Kcig,  who 
were  born  on  the  Isle  of  Man,  and,  after  their  mar¬ 
riage,  came  to  the  United  States.  Sinco  that  time 
they  have  made  their  home  in  Rockford,  being 
numbered  among  its  honored  early  settlers.  They 
are  member  of  the  Methodist  Church,  and  are 
both  past  soventy  years  of  age.  The  union  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Clark  is  blessed  with  two  children: 
Bello  M.  and  William  A.  In  politic?-,  Mr.  Clark  is 
a  Republican,  and  for  the  past  six  years  has  served 
as  Alderman  of  the  Sixth  Ward,  proving  a  faithful 
and  efficient  ofljcer.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Ma¬ 
sonic  order,  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  the  United 
Workmen  Lodge  and  the  Odd  Fellows'  fraternity, 
and  in  the  latter  1ms  tilled  all  the  offices  and  rep¬ 
resented  the  Encampment  at  the  Grand  Lodge. 
His  wife  is  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Church. 
They  are  numbered  among  Rockford’s  citizens, 
and  by  all  who  know  them  are  held  in  high  regard. 

On  coming  to  this  city,  Mr.  Clark  began  business 
with  Adam  McClure,  now  deceased,  during  which 
time  ho  became  thoroughly  familiar  with  the 
bakery  business.  The  partnership  was  then  dis¬ 
solved,  and  for  two  and  a  half  years  lie  was  asso¬ 
ciated  with  Joseph  Basil'd,  after  which  ho  was 
with  the  Steam  $akery  Company  for  two  years. 
He  then  began  business  for  himself,  and,  buying 
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out  C.  0.  Asproth,  now  lma  a  general,  and  fancy 
bakery,  and  is  doing  an  excellent  business,  of  which 
he  is  deserving.  Since  coming  to  Rockford  he  has 
given  a  helping  hand  to  every  enterprise  calculated 
to  benefit  the  community  and  promote  the  general 
welfare,  and  is  numbered  among  its  valued  and 
leading  oitizens. 


SYLVESTER  SCOTT.  Among  the  promi¬ 
nent  and  leading  pioneers  of  Winnebago 
County  who  are  selected  Cor  representation 
in  this  biographical  work,  we  take  pleas¬ 
ure  in  presenting  this  worthy  subject  Ho  is  at 
present  residing  in  Rockford,  where  ho  is  respected 
by  all  who  have  the  pleasure  of  his  acquaintance. 

Sylvester  Scott  was  born  in  Machias,  Cattarau¬ 
gus  County,  N.  Y.j  December  9,  1828.  He  is  the 
sou  of  Reuben  C.  Scott,  a  native  of  Connecticut, 
where  his  father,  who  also  bore  the  name  of  Reu¬ 
ben,  was  bom.  The  latter-named  gentleman  re¬ 
moved  from  his  native  State  to  Pennsylvania  and 
later  to  Cattaraugus  Comity,  N.  Y.  The  father  of 
our  subject  accompanied  him  on  these  various  re¬ 
movals,  and  on  locating  in  the  last-named  county, 
purchased  a  tract  of  land  in  Machias,  where  he 
resided  until  1887,  when,  with  his  wife  and  family 
of  three  small  children,  he  came  to  this  State,  mak¬ 
ing  the  journey  overland  with  teams,  via  Canada. 
Mr.  Scott,  on  making  his  home  in  this  county, 
located  in  what  is  now  Guilford  Township,  where 
he  entered  a  tract  of  land  from  the  Government, 
He  erected  a  log  cabin  for  his  family,  into  which 
they  moved  on  the  1,4th  of  January.  They  made 
that  rude  structure  their  home  for  the  succeeding 
five  years,  when  Mr.  Scott  purchased  eighty  acres 
of  land  in  another  portion  of  Guilford  Township, 
where  he  erected  n  brick  house  and  resided  until 
his  death,  which  occurred  in  1845. 

The  maiden  name  of  our  subject’s  mother  was 
Anna  Johnson.  She  was  born  in  Cape  May  County, 
N.  J,,  and  was  a  daughter  of  David  Johnsoii,  also 
a  native  of  that  place,  where  his  birth  occurred  in 
1777.  Ilis  father,  the  great-grandfather  of  our 
subject,  was  the  owner  of  a  large  estate  near  Den¬ 


nis  Creek  Landing,  which  was  operated  by  slave 
labor.  The  grandfather  of  our  subject  bought  and 
educated  slaves  and  gave  them  their  freedom. 
David  Johnson  removed  to  Pennsylvania,  arid, 
locating  on  the  Schoharie  Ri  ver,  conducted  a  large 
lumber  business.  This  proving  a  failure,  he  went 
to  Cattaraugus  County,  Y.,  and.  entered  a  tract 
of  land  in  the  town  of  Machias,  where  he  resided 
until  1887.  Desiring  to  see  something  of  the 
Western  country,  he  came  to  Winnebago  County, 
making  settlement  on  a  tract  of  Government  land 
in  Guilford  Township.  He  erected  a  log  house  on 
his  purchase,  where  he  made  his  home  until  his 
death,  in  1855.  His  wife  bore  the  maiden  name 
of  Mary  Young.  She  was  uIbo  a  native  of  Cape 
May  County,  N.  J.,  and  died  on  the  home  farm  in 
this  county  in  1860,  after  having  attained  to  the 
advanced  age  of  ninety-five  years. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  survived  her  husband 
many  years,  and  continued  to  reside  on  the  home 
farm.  She  became  the  mother  of  four  children, 
namely:  Sylvester;  Daniel,  who  resides  on  his  grand¬ 
father’s  estate  in  Guilford  Township;  Mary  E., 
who  married  D.  C.  Denn,£nd  makes  her  home  in 
Denver,  and  Elvira,  Mrs.  Daniel  Clay.  Mr. 
Clay  was  a  member  of  the  Seventy-fourth  Illinois 
Volunteers,  and  died  in  Denver,  in  1886. 

Sylvester  Scott,  of  this  sketch,  was  nine  years  of 
age  when  he  accompanied  his  parents  on  their 
removal  to  this  State,  and  the  hardships  and  pri¬ 
vations  of  life  in  this  then  unsettled  region  have 
made  a  lasting  impression  upon  his  mind.  The 
country  was  then  little  more  than  a  wilderness, 
there  being  no  railroad,  and  Chicago,  which  was 
ninety  miles  distant,  was  the  nearest  market  and 
depot  for  supplies*'  The  family  did  not  suffer  for 
fresh  meat,  however,  as  deer  and  other  animals 
were  numerous.  On  one  occasion  he  remembers 
seeing  his  mother  shoot  and  kill  a  deer  which  was 
very  near  the  cabin.  He  resided  with  his  mother 
until  attaining  his  majority,  when  he  removed  to 
his  Grandfather  Johnson’s  homestead.  The  old 
log  cabin  which  they  occupied  upon  the  place  soon 
gave  way  to  a  modern  brick  residence,  in  which 
they  made  their  home  until  3874.  At  that  date, 
the  homestead  being  spld  to  his  brother,  our  sub¬ 
ject  came  to  Rockford  and  purchased  a  farm, 
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where  he  engaged  in  market  gardening  for  seven¬ 
teen  years,  in  which  business  ho  was  very  success¬ 
ful.  In  the  fall  of  1801,  he  disposed  of  his  prop¬ 
erty  and  purchased  upon  the  west  side  of  tho  river, 
upon  Montague  Street,  in  South  Rockford,  a 
twenty-acre  tract,  within  the  city  limits. 

In  1850,  the  original  Of  this  sketch  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Miss  Alzina,  daughter  of  Solomon 
and  Charity  Arvilla  (Chaffee)  Greeley,  natives  of 
New  England,  who  came  to  Illinois  in  1888,  and 
located  in  Winnebago  County.  They  made  this 
place  their  home  for  two  years,  when  they  removed 
to  Caledonia,  Boone  County,  and  later  to  Green 
County,  Wis.,  and  here  the  mother  died  in  1848. 
After  remaining  in  the  last-named  place  for  some 
time,  tho  father  made  his  home  in  Floyd  County, 
Iowa.,  and  from  there  went  to  Worth  County, 
where  his  decease  occurred,  in  1874. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Scott  have  had  born  to  them  six 
children:  Henry  W.  married  Cora  A.  Searles,  of 
Rockford;  Lydia  A.  became  tho  wife,- of  John  D. 
Hardy;  and  Ella,  the  wife  of  Ira  Purdy,  all  of 
Guilford  Township.  Sophronia  E.  and  Ida  E.  died 
when  small  children, nearly  forty  years  ago;  Emma, 
the  youngest  daughter,  passed  to  the  spirit  land  in 
1871,  aged  nineteen  years. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  .Scott  are  members  of  Dr.  Xorr’s 
Church,  the  Christian  Union.  Jn  politics  (al¬ 
though  liberal  and  a  Spiritualist  for  forty  years), 
Mr.  Scott  has  been  a  strong  Republican. 

1 . — 


gdod  management  soon  became  the  owner  of  six 
hundred  acres  of  laud,  nil  of  which  ho  improved. 
He  was  a  progressive  farmer,  a  successful  stock- 
raiser,  and  an  excellent  citizen  and  neighbor.  At 
his  death,  he  left  property  valued  at  from  875,000 
to  880,000.  lie  always  attended  strictly  to  busi¬ 
ness,  and  this,  so  doubt,  was  in  a  great  measure 
tho  secret  of  his  success.  In  politics,  ho  affiliated 
with  the  Republican  party,  and  in  religion,  he.  was 
a  Methodist. 

Mr.  Corlobt  was  born  on  tho  Isle  of  Man  and 
was  a  posthumous  child,  his  birth  having  occurred 
after  hiS  father’s  death.  The  latter  was  a  sea-cap¬ 
tain,  and  a  few  months  after  his  marriage  went  to 
sea.  The  vessel  was  lost  and  lie  was  never  heard 
from  afterwards.  James  was  but  three  years  of 
age  when  he  was  brought  to  this  country  by  his 
mother,  who  located  near  Plain  vlile*  Ohio.  There 
lie  remained  until  nineteen  years  of  age,  when 
alone,  and  with  very  little  money,  he  came  to 
Rockford,  ill.  His  mother  had  married  the  second 
time  and  had  passed  tho  closing  scenes  of  her  life 
in  Geauga  County,  Ohio.  By  her  second  husband 
(who  is  also  deceased),  she  became  the  mother  of 
six  children. 

James  Corlott  was  first  married  in  Winnebago 
County  to  Miss  Mary  Yun  Alasfciue,  who  was  born 
in  tho  Empire  Shite,  and  who.  when  a  young 
woman,  came  to  Illinois,  She  died  in  Guilford 
Township  when  thirty-four  years  of  age,  and  left 
four  children,  three  now  living:  William  E.,  a 
farmer  of  Now  Milford  Township;  Francis  L.,  a 


J J  AMES  CORLETT  (deceased),  a  prominent 
agriculturist  of  Guilford  Township,  this 
county,  and  a  self-made  man  in  every  sense 
of  that  much-abused  term,  died  at  his  home 
in  that  township  on  December  21,  1885.  He  came 
to  Winnebago  County  in  the  year  1844,  with  but 
fifty  cents  in  money,  began  working  by  the  day, 
and  thus  accumulated  sufficient  means  to  enable 
him  to  purchase  an  unbroken  tract  of  land  in  Guil¬ 
ford  Township.  He  went  in  debt  for  an  ox-team, 
erected  a  log  cabin  in  the  wilderness,  and,  thus 
equipped,  began  Ids  struggle  for  a  livelihood. 
Although  he  met  with  many  ups  and  downs,  he 
continued  to  persevere  and  by  his  industry  and 


farmer  of  New  Milford  Township,  and  Mary  A., 
wife  of  C.  O.  Sanders,  who  resides  on  .South  First 
Street,  Rockford.  The  one  deceased  was  Nel¬ 
son  A. 

Mr,  Corlott’s  second  union  occurred  in  this 
county,  and  united  him  to  Miss  Emma  G.  Wood,  a 
a  native  of  Genesee  County,  N.  V,,  born  near  Ba¬ 
tavia,  in  1843.  She  was  nine  years  of  age  when  she 
came  with  her  parents,  Nathan  and  Adolift  (Sargent) 
Wood,  to  Boone  County,  III.  They  settled  on  a  farm 
in  that  county,  first  near  Manchester,  but  later  re¬ 
moved  to  Bonus  and  thoneo  to  Belviderc,  where  the 
father  died  when  forty-eight  years  of  age.  Ho.  was 
a  successful  blacksmith  and  followed  his  trade  for 
many  years.  Mr.  Wood  was  born  in  Cattaraugus 
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County,  N.  Y.,  and  there  learned  his  trade.  After  his 
marriage  to  Miss  Sargent,  and  after  the  birth  of 
three  children,  he  removed  with  his  family  to  Boone 
County,  111.,  and  there  Mrs.  Wood’s  death  occurred 
on  March  IS,  1891,  when  nearly  sixty-eight  years 
of  ago.  She  was  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church  and  her  husband  also  held  member¬ 
ship  in  that  church.  He  was  a  Republican  in 
politics.  They  were  the  parents  of  eight  children, 
six  of  whom  lived  to  bo  grown  and  five  are  no iv liv¬ 
ing.  All  but  Mrs.  Corietfc  are  residing  in  Michigan, 
To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Corlett  were  born  nine  chil¬ 
dren,  two  deceased:  Sherman, who  died  at  the  age  of 
two  years,  and  Alice  E,,  who  died  when  nineteen 
years  of  ago.  Those  living  are  Ida,  wife  of  G.  J. 
Thornton  (see  sketch);  W.  Mortimer,  a  farmer  on 
the  Old  homestead,  married  Miss  Olive  Ritchie  and 
has  one  child,  Faith;  Fannie  M.,  at  home,  a  teacher 
in  the  public  schools;  Bessie  A.,  at  home,  a  clerk  in 
Mr.  Stevens’  store  in  Rockford;  Georgiana  M.;  J. 
Ernest,  and  Mabel  F.,  all  at  home.  Mrs.  Corlett  is 
a  pleasant,  agreeable  lady,  and  resides  in  a  com¬ 
fortable  home  at  No.  412  Whitman  Street,  Rock¬ 
ford, 


SIMOTHY  LEWIS,  a  retired  farmer  residing 
in  Bel videro,  well  deserves  representation  In 
this  volume,  for  he  is  one  of  the  oldest  cit¬ 
izens  of  Boone  County,  and  one  of  its  honored 
early  settlers.  His  portrait  and  life  sketch  will 
therefore  possess  peculiar  interest  for  the  reader. 
His  grandfather  nnd  father  both  bore  the  name  of 
Timothy.  The  former  was  born  in  Massachusetts, 
and  spent  iiis  last  days  in  Sunderland,  Bennington 
County,  Vt.  The  latter  was  a  native  of  Aslifield 
Mass.,  and  married  Mollio  Bradley,  a  native  of 
Sunderland,  Vt.,  and  a  daughter  of  Stephen  Brad¬ 
ley. 

After  his  marriage,  our  subject’s  father  removed 
to  Essex,  Chittenden  County,  where  he  purchased  a 
tract  of  timber-land  from  the  Government,  upon 
which  he  resided  until  1808,  when  he  bought  a 
farm  in  Sunderland.  His  home  nnd  most  of  the 
effects  were  burned  a  few  years  later.  He  soon  re¬ 
built,  and  resided  upon  thatffarm  for  a  number  of 


years,  when  he  went  to  Wyoming,  N.  Y.,  and  spent 
some  time  with  his  sons.  He  then  came  to  Belvi- 
dere,  and  'resided  with  our  subject  until  his  death, 
which  occurred  at  the  advanced  age  of  ninety- 
three  y  ys.  His  wife  died  in  Essex,  Vt.,  about 
1806. 

Our  subject  spent  his  early  childhood  days  in 
Sunderland, and  at  the  age  of  twelve  years  started 
out  in  life  for  himself,  working  by  the  month  as  a 
farm  hand.  Ho  made  his  home  in  Arlington  until 
eighteen  years  of  age,  when,  with  all  his  possessions 
in  a  pack  cm  his  back,  and  about  $7  in  his  pocket, 
he  started  on  foot  for  LeRoy,  Genesee  County,  in 
the  vicinity  of  which  his  uncle  and  brother  were 
living.  He  there  resided  for  two  years,  when  he 
removed  to  China,  now  Arcade,  Wyoming  County, 
where  he  bought  a  farm.  After  residing  there  for 
a  short  time,  he  sold  and  bought  another  farm  two 
miles  from  the  village  of  Arcade. 

Upon  it  was  a  hotel,  and  in  connection  with 
agricultural  pursuits,  he  carried  on  hotel-keeping 
until  1841,  when,  on  account  of  ill-health,  he  sold, 
and  for  the  following  three  years  was  unable  to 
engage  in  business.  In  1844,  he  concluded  to  try 
a  change  of  climate,  and  on  the  Fourth  of  July  of 
that  year  started  with  a  team  to  Buffalo,  thence 
by  the  Lakes  to  Racine,  Wis.,  and  with  a  team 
completed  his  journey  to  Belvidere.  Here  his 
health  at  once  began  to  improve,  and  lie  soon  be¬ 
gan  work  at  his  trade.  Bo  also  purchased  twenty 
acres  of  land  on  the  Rockford  road,  about  one 
mile  from  this  city,  and  built  a  nice  home,  which 
he  traded  a  few  years  later  for  three  hundred  acres 
of  land  on  the  same  road,  two  and/  a  half  miles 
west  of  Belvidere.  About  1858,  he  settled  upon 
this  farm,  which  he  made  his  home  until  1889, 
when  he  came  to  Belvidere  and  built  the  residence 
which  lie  now  occupies. 

For  more  than  fifty  years  Mr,  Lewis  has  found 
a  faithful  helpmate  in  his  wife.  He  was  joined  in 
wedlock,  in  1829,  with  Mary  Qlmstead,  a  native  of 
New  York.  Her  death  occurred  in  that  State,  and 
on  the  2 1st  of  September,  1840,  he  married  Almira 
Smalley,  who  was  born  in  the  town  of  Ovid,  Sen¬ 
eca  County,  N.  Y.,  August  12,  1815;  and  is  a 
daughter  of  Lewis  and  Susanna  (Martin)  Smalley, 
both  Of  whom  were  natives  of  Now  Jersey.  They 
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removed  to  Ovid,  N.  Y.,  becoming  pioneer  settlers 
of  that  locality,  and  in  1825  took  up  their  resi¬ 
dence  in  Friendship,  Allegany  County,  N.  Y., 
where  they  made  thoir  home  until  called  to  theii 
final  rest. 

By  his  first  marriage,  Mr.  Lewis  lias  two  sons 
yet  living,. L.  L.  and  La  Fayette.  By  the  second 
union  there  are  two  children:  Mary  E.  and  Arthur. 
Onr  subject  and  his  wife  are  now  well  advanced  in 
years,  but  in  their  old  age  they  can  look  back  over 
a  well-spent  life,  for  which  they  need  feel  no 
regret.  They  have  the  highest  regard  of  nil  with 
whom  they  have  come  in  contact,  and  their  friends 
throughput  the  community  are  many.  Mr.  Lewis 
is  a  self-made  man.  From  a  very  early  age  he 
was  dependent  upon  his  own  resources,  and  the 
success  that  he  has  achieved  is  due  entirely  to  his 
own  effects. 


'STEWARD  M.  I-IOLMES,  a  self-made  man, 
Ife)  aow  Secretary  and  Treasurer  of  the  Palmer 
/ILa^y  Hardware  Company,  has  been  a  resident 
of  this  city  throughout  almost  his  entire  life.  He 
claims  Rockford'  as  his  birthplace,  having  been 
born  in  1847.  The  Holmes  family  is  one  of  the 
old  New  England  families  of  sterling  worth.  Ilis 
father,.  Hollis  H.  Holmes,  was  a  native  of  Danbury, 
Conn.,  and  a  son  of  Granville  Holmes,  who  spent 
his  entire  liffe  in  that  State,  dying  at  an  advanced 
age.  The  father  of  our  subject  was  reared  to  j 
manhood  upon  a  farm,  and  in  his  youth  also 
learned  the  trade  of  a  shoemaker,  which  lie  fol¬ 
lowed  for  a  number  of  years  in  Connecticut. 
Subsequently,  lie  removed  to  St.  Thomas,  Canada, 
where  lie  did  business  as  a  leather  dealer  for  some 
years.  It  was  in  1839  that  be  came  to  Rockford 
with  his  family,  consisting  of  his  wife  and  only 
son.  After  a  long  and  tedious  journey  by  team, 
lie  reached  Rockford,  then  a  small  town,  and  es¬ 
tablished  a  boot  and  shoe  store,  the  first  exclusive 
business  of  the  kind  in  the  place.  Owing  to  fail¬ 
ing  health,  he  afterwards  sold  out  and  bought  of 
Charles  Oliver,  the  well-known  bandit  of  the 
prairie,  a  farm  consisting  of  one  hundred  and 


forty  acres,  lying  near  the  city  limits  on  the  east, 
and  which  is  now  known  as  the  Highlands.  Ho  paid 
$12  per  acre,  but  the  property  is  now  very  val¬ 
uable,  and  within  a  short  time  will  be  embraced 
within  Rockford’s  suburbs.  There  Mr.  Holmes 
engaged  in  fruit  growing  and  five  nursery  busi¬ 
ness  until  his  death,  which  occurred  August  12, 
1859,  at  the  ago  of  fifty  years,  He  was  a  Repub¬ 
lican  in  politics,  and  a  most  worthy  citizen. 

Hollis  Holmes’  wife,  the  mother  of  our  subject, 
was  in  her  maidenhood  Mias  Snr^h.  Moore,  a  nati  ve 
of  the  Province  of  Ontario,  Canada,  where  their 
marriage  was  celebrated.  She  survived  her  husband 
some  years,  and  died  in  1885  at  the  advanced  age  of 
seventy-one.  She  was  a  member  of  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  and  lived  a  consistent  Christian 
life.  In  the  family  wore  three  sons,  all  yet  living. 

Our  subject  acquired  his  education  in  the  city 
schools  of  Rockford,  and  began  his  business  career 
as  clerk  in  a  hardware  stove  in  1865.  With  that 
business  lie  has  been  connected  continuously  since. 
He  proved  himself  an  excellent  salesman,  and 
served  as  suolx  until  1881,  when  ho  was  admitted 
to  partnership  in  the  Palmer  Hardware  Company, 
of  which  he  is  now  Secretary  and  Treasurer.  He 
has  led  a  busy  and  useful  life,  devoted  to  the 
interests  of  the  work  in  which  ho  is  engaged,  and 
by  his  owp  efforts  has  acquired  a  good  property, 
being,  as  before  stated,  a  self-made  man. 

In  Delavan,  Wis.,  Mr.  Holmes  married  Miss 
Ruth  Sturtovant,  a  native  of  the  Empire  State.  In 
an  early  day  she  removed  to  Delavan  with  her 
parents,  Z.  B.  and  Jane  (Story)  Sturtovant,  After 
locating  in  Wisconsin,  her  father  carried  on  busi¬ 
ness  as  a  mason  and  contractor  of  Delavan  until 
his  death,  which  occurred  at  the  ripe  old  age  of 
eighty-six  years.  His  widow  Still  survives  him, 
and  makes  her  home  with  her  son,  Edwin  Sturte- 
vant,  a  well-known  contractor  of  Chicago.  She 
is  a  member  of  the  Congregational  Church,  and 
has  attained  the  age  of  three-score  years  and  ten. 

Mrs.  Holmes  spent  the  days  of  her  maidenhood 
under  the  parental  roof,  and  for  a  number  of 
years  engaged  in  teaching,  being  employed  in  the 
Deaf  and  Dumb  Institute  at  Jacksonville,  Hi., .and 
also  in  the  Deaf  and  Dumb  Institute  at  Delavan, 
Wis.  She  was  a  member  of  the  First  Congre- 
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gatiomil  Church,  and  a  true  and  noble  woman. 
She  died  December  12,  1886,  at  the  birth  of  her 
daughter,  Ruth  S.,  who  is  now  a  bright  lass  of 
live  summers. 

In  his  political  aililiations,  Mr.  Holmes  is  a 
Democrat,  and  twico  served  as  Alderman  of  the 
First  Ward,  but  has  never  given  his  attention  to 
office-seeking,  preferring  to  devote  his  entire  time 
to  his  business,  which  he  has  followed  with  signal 
success.  By  his  industry,  perseverance  and  good 
management,  ho  has  worked  his  way  upward,  and 
is  now  in  comfortable  circumstances,  and  con¬ 
nected  with  one  of  the  leading  business  houses  of 
the  city. 


/^EORGE  M.  BLAKE,  attorney-at-law  in 
jfj  __  Rockford,  and  who  is  also  extensively  in- 
forested  in  banking,  real  estate  and  other 
interests,  is  a  native  of  New  York  State.  In  1704 
the  Test  Act  of  Queen  Anne,  and  the  Antrim 
evictions  in  the  years  following,  drove  many  thou¬ 
sands  Of  the  sturdy  Presbyterian  Scoteh-Irish 
from  Ulster  to  America.  Of  these  were  Mr.  Blake’s 
ancestors,  who  came  to  New  England  in  1718,  there 
to  begin  life  anew. 

Our  subject’s' grandfather,  Zara  Blake,  was  born 
at  Litchfield,  Conn.,  November  12,  1782,  About 
the  year  1800,lie  removed  to  New  York  State,  and 
at  Herkimer  married,  in  1803,  Esther  Ethridge. 
Tins  lady  was  born  at  Stonmgton  Conn,,  August 
10, 1788,  and  was  a  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Anne 
(Cleveland)  Ethridge,  Thomas  Ethridge  was  also 
born  at  Stomngton,  on  .Tune  30, 1746,  and  his  fa¬ 
ther  was  Nathaniel  Ethridge.  The  Ethridges  orig¬ 
inally  wore  of  English  Quaker  stock'.  Soon  after 
his  marriage,  Grandfather  Blake  removed  to  West¬ 
ern  New  York,  residing  first  at  Livonia,  then  at 
Dansville,  Livingston  County.  He  was  engaged 
in  the  lumber  and  cattle  business  until  his  death, 
September  17,  1889,  his  wife  having  died  in  1883. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  Zarah  H.  Blake, 
and  was  born  at  Livonia,  N.  Y.,  October  28, 1821, 
and  received  a  good  common-school  education.  He 
taught  school  fo 1  a  time,  then  lookup  the  study  of 
medicine,  graduating  In  the  first  class  sent  forth  by 


the  Buffalo  Medical  College.  Returning  to  Dans¬ 
ville,  he  practiced  medicine  there  until  his  death, 
September  8,  1888.  Dr.  Blake  was  Examining  Sur¬ 
geon  for  his  district  all  through  the  war  of  the 
Rebellion.  He  had  a  high  reputation  as  an  operat¬ 
ing  surgeon  and  a  fine  business  man,  and  accu¬ 
mulated  a  handsome  property.  He  .was  a  well- 
known  Republican  politician  in  his  day  and  held  a 
number  of  honorary  positions  In  medical  and 
othpr  societies,  but  he  was  a  man  who  permitted 
nothing  to  interfere  with  his  professional  business 
and  he  refused  anything  that  might  conflict  there¬ 
with.  Iti  1849,  he  married  one  of  his  former  pupils, 
Lovisa  Dorr,  who  was  born  in  Dansville  and  was 
the  daughter  of  Samuel  Griswold  and  Selima 
(Phelps)  Dorr.  The  Dorrs  were  originally  Hugue¬ 
nots  whom  religious  persecutions  drove  to  Eng¬ 
land;  thence  they  came  to  New  England,  and 
took  a  leading  part  in  all  the  movement#  of  the 
times.  By  intermarriage  and  descent,  they  are  con¬ 
nected  with  much  of  the  best  blood  pfNew  Eng¬ 
land,  such  as  the  Griswolds,  of  Ne'<v  Hampshire, 
Waites,  of  Co nneet  ieu t,  Wsiworfctis,  Tremaines,  etc. 
Samuel  G.  Dorr  was  bora  at  Chatham,  Columbia 
County,  N.  Y.,  and  was  the  son  of  Matthew  Dorr; 
they  were  woolen  and  flour  manufacturers  and  a 
wealthy  family.  Dr.  Blake  and  his  wife  were  the 
parents  of  two  children  who  grew  to  maturity: 
George  M,,  and  Josephine  D. 

George  M.  Blake  was  born  at  Dansville,  Novem¬ 
ber  1,  1852,  and  attended  the  local  schools  until 
1869,  when  he  entered  the  classical  school  of  Willis- 
ton  Seminary,  at  Easthampton,  Mass.,  to  prepare 
for  college.  Owing  to  his  father  being  involved  in 
several  large  business  law  suits  at  this  time,  he  gave 
up  going  to  college  and  did  not  complete  his 
course  at  Williston,  hut  in  1871  took  up  the  study 
of  law.  The  lawsuits,  however,  came  to"  a  happy 
end,  and,  at  his  father’s  earnest  solicitation,  he  be¬ 
gan  reading  medicine  with  him,  with  a  view  to 
succeeding  to  his  fine  practice.  He  thus  assisted  his 
father,  graduating  in  medicine  at  Buffalo  in  1874, 
and  continuing  with  his  father  until  1877,  when  his 
dislike  for  medicine  could  no  longer  be  repressed, 
and  he  abandoned  it  completely,  returning  to  law. 

In  1879,  lie  graduated  from  the  law  department 
of  the  Michigan  University,  ranking  third  in  a 
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class  o£  ouo  hundred  and  ninety-seven,  and,  settling 
in  Rockford. ,.111.,  began  the  active  practice  of  law. 
In  October  of  tbo  same  year,  ho  married  Carrie 
Gilman  Bl  own,  who  was  born  at  Horieon,  Wis. 
She  is  the  daughter  of  Channccy  and  Ann  M. 
(Smith)  Brown,  of  Now  Hampshire,  and  of  Yankee 
descent.  To  them  has  been  born  one  son,  Chauncoy 
Ethridge.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Blake  are  identified  with 
the  Second  Congregational  Church  of  Rockford. 
In  politics,  he  is  a  Republican,  and  has  served  two 
years  as  City  Attorney.  I-Ie  is  a  Mason  and  a 
Knight  Templar  and  belongs  to  the  Odd  Fellows. 
He  is  President  of  the  First  National  Bank  of  Can¬ 
ton,  S.  Dirk.,  and  Of  the  Fidelity  Building  and 
Savings  Assoeiationof  Rockford,  and  is  connected 
with  other  business  enterprises. 


<®  MLL1AM  GENT,  now  deceased,  is  num- 
'  kv;- "/among  the  early  settlers  of  Rockford 

Vw  any!  Y,  many  years  was  one  of  its  load¬ 
ing  and  well-known  business  men.  Bo  was  a  na¬ 
tive  of  Staffordshire, England,  and  descended  from 
a  prominent  family  of  that  community,  who  had 
settled  in  Staffordshire,  corniug  from  Normandy. 
His  maternal  grandfather  was  the  overseer  of  the 
carpenter  work  on  the  Earl  of  Shrewsbury’s  estate, 
and  it  is  probably  from  him  that  our  subject  got 
much  of  his  inventive  genius.  William  Gent,  Sr., the 
father,  was  also  a  native  of  Staffordshire,  and  was 
educated  as  a  drill-master.  lie  died  in  middle  life, 
when  our  subject  was  only  four  years  of  age.  II  is 
wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Elizabeth  Bull,  loft 
England  in  1858,  fourteen  years  after  the  death  of 
her  husband,  and  came  to  the  United  States,  set¬ 
tling  in  Ironton,  Ohio,  where  site  spent  one  year, 
when  in  1857,  with  her  four  children,  she  came  to 
Rockford,  Ill.  Her  death  occurred  in  this  city  on 
the  8th  of  March,  1886,  at  the  age  of  seventy-five 
years.  Both  Mr,  and  Mrs.  Gent  wore  members  of 
the  Church  of  England. 

Our  subject  was  nineteen  years  of  age  when  he 
came  to  Rockford.  In  this  city,  he  married  Miss 
Mary  Taylor,  who  was  educated  in  Mt.  Morris 
Seminary  and  spent  her  maidenhood  days  in  Rock¬ 
ford.  Her  father,  James  Taylor,  was  a  native  of 


Vermont,  but  was  reared  in  Now  Hampshire  and 
afterward  removed  to  Rochester,  N.  Y.  His  father 
died  when  he  was  a  lad  of  ton  years, and  from’that 
time  lie  made  his  own  way  in  the  world.  Became 
to  Illinois,  when  Rockford  contained  only  two 
houses,  and1  ran  the  first  ferry  boat  on  the  river  at 
this  point,  lie  also  became  a  farmer  but  lived  in 
the  city  most  of  the  time,  his  land  lying  near  the 
town.  It  is  now  all  within  the  corporation  limits, 
llis  death  occurred  in  1879,  at  the  ago  of  seventy- 
five  yearn.  Ho  was  a  man  of  prominence  in  Rock¬ 
ford  and  was  widely  known.  Before  the  war,  ho 
was  a  stanch  Abolitionist  and  later  became  a  stal¬ 
wart  Republican.  In  lus  religious  belief,  ho  was  a 
Methodist,  belonging  to  the  Centennial  Church, 
In  this  city,  he  married  Miss  Jane  Sovereign,  a  na¬ 
tive  of  Canada  and  a  daughter  of  Joins  Sovereign, 
a  pioneer  of  Rockford,  who  came  to  tins  State  in 
wagons  through  a  new  and  unbroken  country. 
The  latter  died  in  California  at  tbo  home  of  his  son 
George,  at  the  age  of  seventy-three.  Mrs.  Tay¬ 
lor  died  at  the  ago  of  forty-three.  She  was  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Methodist  Church,  coming  of  an  old 
family  of  that  denomination,  several  of  her  father's 
brothers  being  Methodist  ministers. 

Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gent  wero  born  nine  chil¬ 
dren,  but  one  died  unnamod  and  Alien  and  Sidney 
also  died  in  infancy,  Florence  K.,  who  was  edu¬ 
cated  in  Rockford  and  at  Whitewater,  Wis.,  is  now 
engaged  in  teaching;  William,  an  electrician,  is 
employed  in  the  electric  works  of  St.  Louis;  Arthur, 
Charles,  Emily  31.  and  Rufus  are  all  at  home. 

All  his  life  long,  Mr.  Gent  was  known  as  a  man 
Of  wonderful  genius  and  a  groat  inventor.  For  a 
time  he  was  associated  with  John  Nelson,  the  great 
knitting  machine  inventor,  now  deceased,  and  later 
ho  became  connected  with  the  J.  P,  Manny  Manu¬ 
facturing  Company.  Subsequently,  ho  built  a  shop 
of  liis  own,  engaging  in  business  for  himself.  His 
inventions  of  various  kinds  have  become  well 
known  and  many  have  been  brought  into  general 
use,  notably  the  machine  for  making  barb  wire, 
which  is  now  in  use  in  the  Ehvood  &  Haish  Bnrb 
Wire  Factories,  of  .Do  Kalb,  III.  Another  is  his  light¬ 
ning  staple  machine.  He  would  work  out  in  his 
mind  a  plan,  then  put  on  paper  Iris  draft,  and  when 
the  machinery  was  made  it  would  go  like  clock- 
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work,  Ho  was  not  a  day-dreamer  but  a  practical 
inventor,  but  like  many  other  inventors  he  never 
got  the  full  credit  and  benefit  of  what  lie  did.  He 
won  the  respect  and  regard  of  all  who  knew  him 
and  his  loss  was  not  only  to  liis  family  but  to  the 
county  and  community  as  well. 


[f  OHN  P.  JONES.  The  world  expresses  its 
approbation  when  it  says  “Here  is  a  self- 
made  man,”  The  foregoing  is  necessary  to 
the  complete  understanding  and  appreciation 
of  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  whose  portrait  ap¬ 
pears  on  the  opposite  page.  Mr.  Jones,  who  has 
been  a  prominent  lawyer  of  Rockford,  in  addition 
to  the  duties  of  which  business  lie  superintended 
Tne  operations  of  his  (hie  farm,  is  now  living  re¬ 
tired  from  active  life,  enjoying  the  fruits  of  his 
early  industry. 

The  original  of  this  sketch  was  born  in  Chester, 
Warren  County,  N.  Y.,  and  is  the  son  of  Tindall 
J.  W.  Jones,  whoso  birth  occurred  in  Petersburg, 
Rensselaer  County,  N.  Y.,  where  also  bis  father  was 
born,  of  Welsh  ancestry.  The  latter-named  gentle¬ 
man  was  a  fanner  by  occupation  and  spent  his  en¬ 
tire  life  in  Is  native  Shite.  The  father  of.  amt 
subject  was  reared  and  educated  in  Rensselaer 
County, where  he  resided  until  after  his  marriage, 
removing  thence  to  Warren  County,  and  becoming 
one  Of  frho  early  settlers  of  the  town  of  Chester. 
Me  continued  to  make  that  place  Ms  homo  for 
short  time,  then  purchased  a  portion  of  the  Ynn 
Rensselaer  tract,  which' was  partially  improved. 
At  tho  time  of  his  location  in  that  part  of  the 
county,  there  wore  neither  railroads,  canals  nor 
convenient  markets,  and  the  people  lived  mostly 
off  the  products  of  their  farms.  As  wild  game  was 
plentiful,  they  were  always  supplied  with  the 
choicest  meats,  as  well  as  the  finest  fish.  The  elder 
Mr.  Jones  carded  (lax,  which  Ms  wife  would  spin 
and  weave,  thus  dressing  her  children  in  home¬ 
spun  material, 

Linda!!  J.  W.  Jones  cleaved  the  greater  portion 
of  his  farm,  erecting  thereon  a  good  class  of  farm 
buildings  and  making  that  place  his  home  for 
nearly  twenty  years,  at  which  time  lie  disposed  of 


his  estate  and  removed  to  Petersburg,  where  he 
purchased  a  home  and  resided  until  his  decease. 
The  maiden  name  of  tho  mother  of  our  subject 
was  Mary  White;  her  father,  Aaron  White,  was  a 
native  of  Massachusetts,  whence  he  removed  to 
New  York  and  spent  his  last  years  in  Rensselaer 
County.  His  wife,  the  grandmother  of  our  sub¬ 
ject,  was  Betsey  Bigelow,  a  native  of  Douglas, 
Mass.  Her  mother  died  at  the  advanced  age  Of 
one  hundred  and  three  years,  while  the  grand¬ 
mother  of  Mr.  Jones  reached  the  good  old  age  of 
ninety  years,  departing  this  life  in  Berlin,  Rens¬ 
selaer  County,  N.  Y.  Ilis  mother  was  ninety-five 
years  old  at  her  death. 

'John  P,  Jones,  of  this  sketch,  deciding  to  follow 
the  profession  of  law,  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  be¬ 
came  a  student  at  the  State  and  National  Law 
School,  at  Ballston  Spa,  Saratoga  County,  N.  Y., 
having  studied  previous  to  this,  however,  in  the 
office  of  Martinet  Townsend, at  Troy, N.  Y.  Being 
graduated  at  the  age  of  twenty-five,  he  commenced 
the  practice  of  his  profession  in  Troy,  where  he  re¬ 
mained  for  two  years,  at  the  expiration  of  which 
time  he  went  to  Hoosick  Corners  and  was  there 
similarly  engaged  until  1866.  He  then  came  to 
Belviderc,  Boone.  County,  III.,  where  he  became 
the  proprietor  of  an  estate  of  six  hundred  and 
sixty  acres,  which  was  then  called  the  Newburg 
Farm,  and  which  place  lias  the  following  history: 

The  house  on  the  above  premises  was  erected 
fifty  years  ago  by  Benjamin  F.  Hoyt,  who  pur¬ 
chased  the  property  of  Col.  Malilon  Sayers, 
when  that  portion  of  the  county  was  known 
as  Sayersville.  The  building  was  used  as  an  hotel 
for  a  number  of  years  and  was  a  popular  resort  for 
persons  traveling  overland  between  Chicago  and 
Galena.  In  those  early  days,  the  place,  was  larger 
than  either  Rockford,  BeP  delete  or  Elgin,  or  any 
town  between  the  Garden  City  and  the  lead  mines. 
In  a  few  years,  the  name  of  the  place  was  changed 
to  Cleveland  and  subsequently  to  Newburg,  and 
while  it  first  bore  the  latter  name  it  saw  its  palmi¬ 
est  days,  Among  its  flourishing  industries  may  be 
mentioned  a  large  gristmill,  blacksmith  shop,  two 
grocery  stores,  dry-goods  shop,  tailor  shop,  carding 
mill,  sawmill  and  distillery.  Farmers  for  forty 
miles  around  were  in  the  habit  of  going  to  New- 
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burg  to  do  their  trading  and  to  have  their  grist 
ground.  At  this  time  the  people  residing  there 
aspired  tu  make  their  town  the  county  seat  of  the 
county,  but  cruel,  fate  ordered  it  otherwise-  After 
a  heated  contest  between  Newbuvg  and  Belvidere, 
the  latter  led  by  &  P.  Doty  and  the  former  by 
Col.  Mahlon  Sayers,  Belvidere  won  the  day.  In  1855, 
the  property  was  purchased  by  our// subject,  who 
engaged  in  stock-raising  and  dairying,  hawing  as 
many  as  one  hundred  cows  farm  at  one 

time,  and  during  two  years  of  the  Civil  War  sold 
over  $14,000  worth  of  cheese  at  twenty  con  ts  per 
pound. 

Our  subject  has  been  twice  married.  His  first 
wife  was  Miss  Armenia,  daughter  of  Peter  arid 
Comfort  Brimmer,  the  marriage  ceremony  being 
performed  February  22,  1851.  To  them  were  born 
a  daughter  and  son.  Mary  A.,  who  was  born  De¬ 
cember  8, 1851,  is  now  Mrs.  C.  W.  fisher  and  resides 
at  Los  Angeles,  Cal.  The  son,  J.  P.  B.,  was  born 
June  6,  1854,  married  Elvira  Howard,  and  now 
resides  upon  the  Newburg  farm  above  described, 
where,  in  addition  to  cultivating  the  soil,  he  is  a 
breeder  of  thoroughbred  Hereford  and  Short-horn 
cattle.  Mrs.  Armenia  Jones  departed  this  life 
December  8,  1886,  and  our  subject  in  July  of  the 
following  year  was  married  to  Kate  Conklin, 
who  was  born  in  Cherry  Valley  and  was  the  daugh¬ 
ter  of  George  Conklin.  By  the  second  marriage 
of  Mr.  Jones,  one  son  was  born,  who  bears  the  name 
of  Martin  Townsend. 

He  of  whom  we  write  resided  on  his  farm  in 
Boone  County  until  1870,  at  which  time  he  came 
to  Rockford,  and  for  three  years  engaged  in  the 
practice  of  law.  He  then  removed  to  Cherry  Val¬ 
ley  Township,  where  he  resided  until  1891,  when 
he  returned  to  this  city  and  is  living  retired  from 
business  Of  any  kind,  lie  is  the  possessor  Of  con¬ 
siderable  real  estate  in  this  locality,  still  owning 
two  farms  in  Boone  County,  and  an  excellently- 
cultivated  tract  in  Guilford  Township.  He  has 
made  profitable  investments,  by  which  he  has  se¬ 
cured  a  handsome  competence,  and  now  ranks 
among  the  wealthy  and  prominent  residents  of 
Winnebago  County,  In  iris  social  and  public  life, 
he  is  one  who  is  capable  of  forming  his  own  opin¬ 
ions  and  resolutely  adhering  to  them.  He  is 'widely 


known  for  his  integrity,  honesty  and  uprightness, 
always  contributing  liberally  to  every  good  cause 
and  over  striving  to  suppress  evil.  With  his  good 
wife,  ho  is  an  inlluential  member  of  the  Court, 
Street  Methodist  Church,  and,  in  politics,  is  a  strong 
Prohibitionist. 

WESSitmiMKESm 

eAPT.  M.  L. BRUNER.  This  honorable  gen¬ 
tleman,  who  is  a  resident  of  Rockford,  was 
born  in  Gossfiold  Township,  Essex  County, 
Canada,  April  1G,  1839.  He  is  a  son  of  Philip 
Bruner,  a  native  of  the  same  county,  while  his 
grandfather,  Adam  Bruner,  bailed  from  Pennsylva¬ 
nia  and  removed  in  an  early  day  to  Essex  County, 
where  he  cleared  a  farm  and  resided  until  his  de¬ 
cease. 

The  father  of  our  subject  grew  to  man’s  estate 
in  his  native  county,  where  he  was  married.  He 
located  about  six  miles  from  the  old  homestead  in 
Gossfield  Township,  and  continued  to  make  that 
place  his  home  until  1849,  when,  with  his  family, 
which  included  his  wife  and  nine  children,  he  emi¬ 
grated  to  Illinois,  making  the  journey  with  teams, 
which  consumed  fourteen  days.  Locating  in  Win¬ 
nebago  County,  ho  purchased  a  tract  of  eighty 
acres,  mostly  timber  land,  in  Harlem  Township,  be¬ 
sides  farming  land  in  the  same  township.  There 
was  a  log  cabin  on  his  timbered  land  which  lie  re¬ 
moved  to  his  farm  and  resided  in  for  about  six 
years.  In  1868,,  he  sold  that  purchase  and  bought 
a  farm  two  and  a  half  miles  from  Caledonia  and 
and  was  there  actively  engaged  in  farming  until 
his  death. 

The  maiden  name  of  our  subject’s  mother  was 
Mary  A.  Munger.  She  was  born  in  Essex  County, 
Canada,  and  was  a  daughter  of  Joseph  Munger,  a 
native  of  Pennsylvania.  He  was  a  wagon-maker 
by  trade,  and,  on  removing  from  his  native  State, 
located  in  the  above-named  county  in  Canada, 
where  he  was  one  of  the  pioneers  of  Colchester 
Township.  There  he  prosecuted  his  trade,  in  ad¬ 
dition  to  which  he  carried  on  farming  and  contin¬ 
ued  to  reside  until  1856,  when  he  removed  to 
Iowa  and  located  in  Black  Hawk  County,  where  he 
spent  his  last  days.  The  maternal  grandmother  of 
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our  sublet  was  Sarah  (Gelty)  Hunger  and  was  also 
a  native  of  Pennsylvania.  Her  father,  was  Simeon 
Geity.  The  grandmother  died  in  Harlem  Town¬ 
ship  and  Mrs.  Bruner  passed  her  last  days  on  the 
home  farm  in  Caledonia  Township, 

The  children  included  in  the  parental  fam¬ 
ily  bore  the  following  names:  Joseph,  William, 
Julia,  Malcom,  Augustus,  Melinda,  Orlando,  An¬ 
derson,  Myron,  Franklin  and  Walter.  William 
met  his  death  by  an  accident  when  ten  years  of  age; 
Walter  departed  this  life  at  the  ago  of  twenty- 
eight  years.  Our  subject,  when  ten  years  of  age, 
accompanied  his  parents  on  their  removal  to  this 
State.  At  that  early  clay  the  country  bore  little  re¬ 
semblance  to  Us  present  prosperous  condition,  there 
being  no  railroads  in  this  locality,  and  Chicago 
being  their  nearest  market.  He  attended  the  district 
school  and  assisted  Ids  father  in  performing  the 
duties  on  the  farm,  continuing  to  be  so  employed* 
until  1861,  In  September  of  that  year,  he  en¬ 
listed  in  Company  C, Eighteenth  Wisconsin  Infan¬ 
try,  which  company  he  assisted  in  raising,  and  upon 
its  organization  was  transferred  to  Company  K, 
entering  the  service  in  October,  1862,  as  Second 
Sergeant.  For  meritorious  conduct,  lie  was  soon 
promoted  to  be  Second  Lieutenant  and  in  March, 
1868,  was  made  Captain  of  his  company.  Ilis  first 
battle  was  that  of  Shiloh,  and  in  the  first  day’s 
light  his  regiment  was  cut  to  pieces  and  disorgan¬ 
ized,  by  ten  o'clock,  A.  M.,  all  on  the  line  of  fire 
being  either  killed  or  wounded.  Two  hundred  and 
eleven  men  and  eleven  offlcors  were  taken  pris¬ 
oners,  and  on  the  second  day  of  the  conflict  Mr. 
Bruner  was  placed  in  command  of  the  Sixth  Regi¬ 
ment,  which  numbered  sixty-two  men  and  was 
held  in  reserve.  At  noon,  ho  turned  the  command 
over  to  a  Second  Lieutenant  and  later  joined  the 
skirmish  line  on  the  left,  forcing  his  way  through, 
to  the  camp  from  which  the  rebels  had  driven 
them  on  S.mday.  There  he  alone  captured  two 
prisoners,  aud  after  turning  them  over  to  the 
proper  authorities,  gave  iris  attention  to  caring  for 
his  wounded  comrades.  He  later  participated  in 
tiie  battles  of  luka  and  Corinth,  during  the  latter- 
nainod  conflict  being  on  detached  duty  for  a  time. 
Soon  thereafter,  he  joined  the  Fifth  Michigan,  of 
which  company  ho  was  placed  in  command,  and 
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after  the  battle  of  Corinth  went  in  pursuit  of  the 
enemy,  With  his  company,  Mr.  Bruner  spent  the 
winter  at  Young’s  Point,  and  in  1863  fought  in  the 
battles  of  Jackson  (Miss.),  Champion  Hills,  Black 
River  and  the  siege  and  capture  of  Vicksburg.  At 
the  end  of  that  time,  he  obtained  leave  of  absence, 
and  on  returning  home  was  confined  to  his  bed  for 
two  months  with  typhoid-malarial  fever.  When 
able  to  again  endure  the  hardships  of  life  in  tl^e 
army,  Mr.  Bruner  joined  his  regiment  at  Memphis 
and  marched  with  the  command  to  Chattanooga 
and  engaged  in  the  battle  of  Missionary  Ridge. 
His  regiment  was  the  first  of  Sherman’s  command 
to  cross  the  Tennessee  River,  crossing  at  two 
o’clock  in  the  morning,  and  before  daylight  had 
thrown  up  two  lines  of  breastworks,  and  a  third 
before  ten  A.  M.  In  the  fail  of  that  year,  the  com¬ 
mand  went  to  Alabama,  where  they  spent  the  win¬ 
ter,  and  in  tiie  spring  sojourned  at  Whitesbury,  on 
the  Tennessee  River,  where  they  remained  until 
June.  During  that  time,  they  destroyed  the  salt 
works  on  the  above-named  river,  and  in  the  latter 
part  of  June  marched  to  Chattanooga,  where  our 
subject  celebrated  the  4th  of  July  by  riding  a  mule 
to  the  top  of  Lookout  Mountain. 

Tiie  next  important  battle  in  which  our  subject 
engaged  was  Altoona  Pass.  At  three  A.  M.  on  the 
day  of  that  conflict,  he  was  ordered  to  take  com¬ 
mand  of  three  companies  to  protect  the  left  wing. 
They  there  remained  until  2  P.  M.,  without  orders, 
when  they  concluded  to  repair  to  the  fort.  Upon  the 
arrival  of  our  subject  there,  Capt.  Rafferty,  of  Col. 
Rouett’s  staff,  asked  him  if  he  thought  they  would 
have  to  surrender  .Capt.  Bruner  answered, “No,  not 
as  long  as  there  are  men  and  ammunition  left,”  Ho 
remained  with  his  company  until  tiie  close  of  that 
battle,  when  he  i*eturned  home  on  a  furlough.  Re¬ 
joining  his  regiment  at  Nashville,  Term.,  he  ac¬ 
companied  them,  via  the  Cumberland  and  Ohio 
Rivers,  to  Cincinnati,  from  there  by  railroad  to 
Baltimore,  and  then  by  steamer  to  Newburn,  N.  C, 
Soon  after  landing,  the  regiment  participated  in 
tiie  battle  of  AViso’s  Fork,  then  joining  Sherman’s 
forces,  marched  with  them  to  Raleigh  and  finally  to 
Washington,  where  they  participated  in  the  Grand 
Review. 

At  th i  close  of  hostilities,  Mr.  Brunei*,  on  the 
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18th  of  August,  1865,  returned  home  by  way  of 
Louisville,  Ky.  He  then  entered  Beloit  College, 
where  lse  prosecuted  his  studies  until  1867.  At, 
the  expiration  of  that  time,  he  purchased  eighty 
acres  of  land  from  his  father  and  one  hundred 
acres  of  other  parties,  and,  with  the  cxceptioiy'of 
teaching  three  terms  of  winter  school,  devoted  his 
entire  time  and  attention  to  cultivating  the  soil 
for  thirteen  years.  Then  disposing  Of  his  estate, 
our  subject  engaged  as  a  commercial  traveler,  rep¬ 
resenting  H.  W.  Pierce,  with  whom  he  was  con¬ 
nected  for  six  years.  For  a  twelvemonth,  he 
traveled  in  the  interests  of  the  Rockford  Mitten 
and  Hosiery  Company,  and  a  like  period  for  P.  P. 
Argersinger,  of  Johnstown.  Mr.  Brunei*  then  es¬ 
tablished  a  carriage  repository  on  North  Madison 
Street,  where  he  has  conducted  a  successful  business 
since  that  time. 

April  23, 1867,  Miss  Sophronia  Adelaide  Swezey 
became  the  wife  of  our  subject.  Mrs.  Bruner  wns 
a  native  of  New  York  State  and  departed  this  life 
in  1878.  Our  subject  was  a  second  time  married, 
August  3,  1884,  this  time  to  Emelinc  (GoodhOe) 
Barnes,  widow  of  William  Barnes.  Capt.  Bruner 
is  the  father  of  three  children  by  his  first  marriage, 
viz:  Elmer  Howard,  Augustus  Harlin  and  Rhoda 
Adelia.  The  present  wife  of  our  subject  became 
the  mother  of  two  children  by  her  first  marriage, 
Lutie  and  June.  In  social  matters,  the  original  of 
this  sketch  is  a  member  of  Rockford  Lodge  No, 
120,  A.  F.  &  A.M.,Nevius  Post  No.  1,G.  A.R.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Bruner  are  members  in  good  standing  of 
the  Congregational  Church. 


'jr^OBERT  K.  WELSH,  City  Attorney  of  Rock- 
ford,  was  born  November  18,  1863,  in 
(Mm,  Waukesha ‘County,  Wis,  His  father,  Thomas 
^  Welsh,  was  a  native  of  Glasgow,  Scotland, 
where  also  the  grandfather,  who  bore  the  name  of 
James,  was  born.  The  latter-named  gentleman 
was  a  stonecutter  by  trade,  which  occupation  he 
followed  in  his  native  land  until  1841,  the  date 
of  his  coming  to  America.  He  was  accompanied 
on  the  journey  by  his  wife  and  three  children, 
and  after  a  voyage  of  seven  weeks  on  the  ocean 


landed  in  Now  York.  Going  to  Delhi,  Delaware 
i.  County,  that  State,  the  grandfather  of  our  subject 
rented  a  dairy  farm  for  seven  years,  and  in  1848 
moved  to  Wisconsin,  going  by  canal  and  Lakes  to 
Milwaukee,  and  then  by  teams  to  Waukesha 
County,  where  lie  purchased  a  tract  of  heavily- 
timbered  land.  Only  a  few  acres  Of  this  oxpanse 
were  cultivated  and  improved,  but  a  log  house 
had  been  erected.  Mr.  Welsh  at  once  set  about  the 
work  of  redeeming  the  tract  from  its  original 
wildness,  and  made  that  place  his  homo  until  liis 
death.  His  wife,  Cynthia  Welsh,  died  from  the 
result  of  nn  attack  of  cholera  soon  after  her  ar¬ 
rival  in  Wisconsin. 

James  Welsh’s  family  of  three  children  bore  the 
names  of  James,  Elizabeth  and  Thomas.  The  fa¬ 
ther  of  ,9111*  subject  was  seventeen  years  of  ago 
4whon  lie  came  to  America  with  iris  paronts,  whore 
lie  was  reared  to  agricultural  pursuits.  When  at¬ 
taining  mature  years,  he  bought  the  interest  of 
his  brother  and  sister  in  his  father’s  estate  and  re¬ 
sided  on  the  home  farm  until  1877,  at  which  time 
he  sold  and  purchased  another  tract  in  the  same 
county,  which  is  his  present  place  of  residence, 
Tim  mother  of  our  subject  prior  to  her  marriage 
was  Miss  Janet  Watson.  She  also  wns  born  in 
Scotland,  in  the  city  of  Edinboro,  and  was  the 
daughter  of  Andrew  and  Catherine  (Rogers)  Wat¬ 
son.  Her  father  spent  his  entire  life  Ih  his  native 
land,  and  after  his  decease  the  mother  and  five 
children  emigrated  to  America,  making  the  trip  to 
Waukesha  County  in  1847, 

Tho  household  Of  which  our  subject  wns  a  mem¬ 
ber  included  four  children;  Catherine  E-,  Robert 
K.,  James  A.  and  Ruth  L  Robert  was  given,  a  good 
education*  attending  tho  district  school  in  early 
life,  which  was  supplemented  by  a  course  of  study 
at  tho  Waukesha  High  School,  from  which  he  was 
graduated  in  the  Class  of  ’82.  Our  subject  then  en¬ 
tered  Beloit  College  aild  finished  a  course  of  study 
therein  1887,  when, at  once  coming  to  Rockford,  he 
accepted  the  position  of  first  assistant  in  the  High 
School.  Being  desirous  of  becoming  a  lawyer,  he 
made  good  use  of  all  his  spare  rime  in  the  study 
o i  that  profession,  reading  in  the  office  of  Charles 
A.  Works,  So  industrious  was  he,  that  in  May, 
1890,  he  was  admitted  to  the  Bar,  and  isiiSeptein- 
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ber  of  that  year  opened  an  office  in  Rockford, 
where  he  has  been  engaged  in  active  and  success¬ 
ful  practice  since  1889. 

In  July,  1889,  Robert  K.  Welsh  and  Hiss  Min¬ 
erva  E.  Pronty  were  United  in  marriage.  The 
lady  was  horn  in  Richland  County,  Wis„  and  by 
hoi-  union  with  our  subject  lias  become  the  mo¬ 
ther  of  two  children,  sons,  Carlton  K.  and  Frank 
'  A.  A  Republican  in  politics,  Mr.  Welsh  nevor  fails 
to  vote  the  straight  ticket  at  the  polls,  and  in  1891 
was  elected  City  Attorney  of  Rockford,  in  which 
responsible  position  he  gives  entire  satisfaction. 
In  social  matters,  he  is  a  member  of  Guinevere 
Lodge,  K.  of  P.;  of  the  Royal  League,  Royal  Ar¬ 
canum  and  Knights  of  the  Globe.  He  is  a  gentle¬ 
man  who  has  won  a  high  position  among  his 
fellow-men  and  is  entitled  to  and  possesses  the 
confidence  of  his  neighbors  and  friends. 

1 


l|L_  1RAM  BURTON.  Nothing  is  of  deeper  in- 
n|  t, crest  to  the  student  of  human  nature  and 
human  events  than  to  trace  the  career  of 
(|§j)  one  who  has  fought  his  way  to  a  position 
of  prominence  and  financial  success  by  dint  of 
his  own  pluck,  prudence  and  perseverance,  Such 
a  study  do  we  find  in  the  life  of  him  whose  name 
appears  at  the  head  Of  this  paragraph. 

The  splendid  farm  of  Mr.  Burton,  which  is  lo¬ 
cated  on  section  22,  Bonus  Township,  Boone 
County,  is  well  worthy  of  a  visit  from  any  one 
who  admires  a  finely-tilled  farm.  This  gentleman 
is  a  native  of  Vermont  and  was  bom  September  19, 
1821.  i:  His  parents,  Stephen  and  Hannah  Burton, 
wore  also  natives  of  the  Green  Mountain  State  and 
departed  this  life  hi  New  York  at  the  respective 
ages  of  sixty-two  and  seventy-six  years'.  Ho  of 
whom  jwe  writo  had  ten  brothers  and  sisters,  four 
Of  whpm  arc  yet  living. 

When  reaching  his  majority,  our  subject  worked 
out  hi  the  month  for  a  time,  and  Jnly  17,  1853, 
was  niarriod  to  Miss  Minerva  Paine,  whose  birth 
ocouvrbd  May  29,  1825,  in  Now  York.  Her  par¬ 
ents,  Daniel  and  Mahala  (Sweet)  Paine,  were  also 
nn Lives  of  that  State  and  emigrated  to  this  county- 
in  18fi6,  where  they  died  when  about  eighty-three 


years  Of  age.  Mrs,  Burton  was  one  in  a  family  of 
five  children,  four  of  whom  are  living  and  are 
scattered  over  the  Western  States. 

Of  the  six  children  born  to  our  subject  and  his 
wife,  four  are  now  living,  namely:  Pluma,  born 
December  30,  1854,  In  New  York,  married  M.  G. 
Gurney,  and  is  the  mother  of  five  children ;  Dan¬ 
iel  R.,  who  was  born  January  6,  1855,  is  residing 
near  Olympia,  Wash,,  where  he  is  engaged  in  the 
culture  of  fruit;  Flora  M.,  who  was  bom  November 
14,  1859,  married  M.  Brown,  a  farmer  of  this 
county,  by  whom  she  has  three  children;  Hermus, 
who  was  born  February  26,  1865,  resides  at  home 
and  operates  the  old  home  farm. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Burton  are  active  and  influential 
members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and 
iii  politics  our  subject  casts  a  Republican  vote.  He 
is  engaged  in  mixed  husbandry  and  ranks  among 
the  foremost  farmers  in  the  county.  He  has  re¬ 
sided  on  his  present  farm  since  March,  1856,  and 
is  the  owner  of  two  estates,  comprising  two  hun¬ 
dred  and  fifty  acres,  all  of  which  is  under  cultiva¬ 
tion,  with  the  exception  of  a  tract  of  eighteen  acres 
of  timber.  He  has  recently  repaired  his  farm 
buildings  so  that  they  now  rank  among  the  best  of 
the  kind  in  the  county.  Mr.  Burton  possesses  ex¬ 
ceptional  character  and  has  displayed  considerable 
ability  in  this  particular  line  and  has  overcome 
many  disadvantages.  He  is  a  typical  Vermonter 
and  well-to-do  agriculturist. 


fOBERT  NICOL,  who  is  living  a  retired  life 
at  No.  909  Roekton  Avenue,  in  Rockford, 
was  born, in  Sterlingshire,  Scotland,  April 
^H)  7, 1820,  and  comes  of  an  old  Scotch  fam¬ 
ily  that  has  flourished  in  Sterlingshire  for  many 
generations,  the  occupation  of  most  of  its  members 
being  that  of  farming.  His  father,  John  Nicol, 
lived  and  died  in  that  country,  dying  at  tins  age  of 
sixty-three,  His  wife  survived  him  some  time  and 
was  called  to  her  final  rest  at  the  advanced  age  of 
ninety-two.  The  family  were  always  Presbyterians. 
Our  subject  was  the  eldest  of  their  family  which 
numbered  five  sons  and  a  daughter;  he  and  two 
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brothers,  Thomas  and  Andrew,  are'  yet  living,  the  | 
last-named  being- a  resident  of  Washington  County  . 
Pa.,  where  he  has  engaged  in  farming  for  thirt}r- 
five  years.  Thomas  follows  the  same  pursuit  in 
the  county  of  his  nativity.  No  others  over  came 
10  America  except  those  just  mentioned. 

Robert  Nicol,  whose  name  heads  this  stretch, 

.  spent  the  days  of  his  boyhood  and  youth  in  his 
native  land,  and  after  he  had  attained  to  man’s 
estate  was  married,  in  his  native  county,  on  the 
17th  of  January,  1842,  to  Miss  Mary  McCoulgan. 
She  was  born  and  reared  near  the  home  of  her 
husband  and  came  from  a  good  Scotch  family  that 
had  lived  in  the  Lowlands  since  the  days  of  perse¬ 
cution.  Her  parents,  Robert  and  Elizabeth  (McMul¬ 
len)  MeCoullgan,  came  to  this  country  and  settled 
in  the  Province  of  Ontario,  Canada,  where  they 
spent  their  remaining  lives.  They  died  in  the  faith 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  when  well  advanced 
m  years. 

The  year  1863  witnessed  the  arrival  of  Mr.  Nicol 
and  his  wife  in  Canada.  For  three  years  they  lived 
in  the  Province  of  Ontario,  and  thence  came  to 
Rockford,  where  they  have  made  their  home  since 
the  17th  of  July,  1866.  Our  subject  became  con¬ 
nected  with  the  machine  shops  of  Emerson  and 
Thompson,  manufacturers  of  this  city,  and  was  thus 
engaged  until  lie  retired  from  active  business  life. 
He  is  now  enjoying  the  rest  which  lie  has  so  truly 
earned  and  ilchly  deserves.  Ho  has  ever  taken  an 
active  interest  in  all  that  pertains  to  the  welfare  of 
the  community  and  has  aided  in  the  advancement  of 
those  enterprises  calculated  to  promote  the  general 
welfare.  He  has  supported  the  Republican  party 
in  politics,  and  he  and  his  wife  are  prominent 
members  and  active  workers  in  the  Presbyterian 
Church.  This  worthy  couple  have  traveled  life’s 
journey  together  for  half  a  century,,  sharing  with 
each  other  in  its  joys  and  sorrows,  adversity  and 
prosperity,  and  now  in  their  declining  years  they 
are  surrounded  by  many  friends  whom  they  have 
won  by  their  upright  lives. 

Mr.  and  Mrs. Nicol  are  the  parents  of  seven  chil¬ 
dren:  John,  a  photographer  of  Monmouth,  Ill.; 
Robert,  who  is  married  and  resides  in  Chicago,  Ed¬ 
ward,  who  is  married,  also  makes  his  home  there 
and  is  employed  as  a  commercial  traveler  for  a  tack 


factory  of  that  city;  James,  a  traveling  sidesman 
for  Plielix,  Marsh  and  Co.,  of  Chicago;  Hugh, 
manager  for  the  Illinois  and  Iowa  Iksc  Ball 
League, and  a  resident  of  Rockford;  and  Elizabeth, 
wife  of  Joseph  E.  Turner,  a  butter  merchant,  alSu 
Of  Rockford. 

\TFjj)ERNHARD  FISCHER,  now  living  a  retired 
\U  life,  was  born  in  Saxony,  Germany,  on  the 
24th  of  September,  1834,  and  is  a  son  of 
William  Fischer,  also  a  native  of  that  coun¬ 
try.  Tie  was  a  lumber  merchant,  carrying  On  n 
business  which  was  established  by  ids  father  and 
is  yet  run  by  his  two  sons.  Mr.  Fischer  died  at 
the  age  of  sixty-five  years.  His  wife,  whose  maiden 
name  was  Dora  Ilelmel,  was  bom  in  the  same  town 
as  her  husband,  and  died  at  the  age  of  sixty-four. 
In  religious  belief,  they  were  Lutherans.  They  bad 
a  family  of  six  sons:  George,  who  recently  died  in 
Now  York  and  left  a  property  worth  $100,000; 
George  Louis,  a  wealthy'  brewer  of  South  Rockford ; 
and  Goat-hard  and  Sigmond,  who  are  extensively 
engaged  in  the  lumber  business  in  Germany,  and 
are  also  very  wealthy.  One  of  these  latter  came 
to  this  country,  and  here  gained  many  ideas  con¬ 
cerning  their  business,  which  have  materially  nulod 
in  its  growth. 

Our  subject  remained  in  his  native  land  until 
twenty  years  of  age,  when  lie  determined  to  try 
his  fortune  in  America,  and  crossed  the  Atlantic. 
He  first  came  to  Rockford  in  1854.  Five  years 
later,  he  went  to  New  York  City,  and  thence  by 
way  of  the  Isthmus  to  8an  Francisco,  Cal.,  on  a 
mining  expedition.  This  was  not  very  successful, 
and  in  1861  he  wont  to  Virginia  City,  near  which 
silver  mines  were  said  to  be  located.  He  was  after¬ 
ward  in  Dayton,  Nov.,  where  for  some  time  lie  suc¬ 
cessfully  carried  on  a  saloon.  From  here,  in  1866, 
he  went  to  Reynolds  City,  Mont.,  and  opened  the 
first  brewery  in  that  section.  After  some  months,  he 
sold  out  and  went  down  the  Missouri  River  to  St. 
Joseph,  thence  to  Grand  Rapids,  Wis.,  thence  to  Mil¬ 
waukee,  and  across  the  Lake  to  New  Haven, Mich., 
and  by  the  Grand  Trunk  line  to  Canada  and  on 
I  to  New  York,  where  he  remained  until  the  spring 
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of  1867.  He  then  again  came  to  Rockford  and 
established  a  saloon,  carrying  on  a  successful  busi¬ 
ness  for  some  years,  or  until  his  retirement  in 
1891.  Since  that  time,  he  has  made  a  trip  to  the 
Old  Country  and  spent  about  a  year  in  the  Father¬ 
land. 

Mr.  Fischer  was  married,  in  this  city,,  to  Miss 
Louisa  Bringle,  who  was  born  in  Buffalo,  N.  Y., 
and  is  a  daughter  of  Leopold  Bringle,  who  was 
born  near  Strausberg,  Germany,  and  at  the  age  of 
twenty-six  emigrated  to  the  United  States,  and 
wa£  married  in  Eden,  N.  Y.  His  wife  was  born  in 
the  same  locality  as  her  husband,  and  at  the  age  of 
thirteen  came  to  this  country  with  her  parents, 
who  Spent  their  last  days  in  Eden,  N.  Y.  After 
the  marriage  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bringle,  they  began 
keeping  hotel  in  Buffalo,  and  later  went  to  Spring- 
ville,  Erie  County.  After  some  years  they  came 
to  Rockford,  and  subsequently  removed  to  Chi¬ 
cago,  where  Mr.  Bringle  died,  August  12,  1889,  at 
the  age  of  seventy-three  years.  He  was  a  Catholic 
in  religion,  and  a  Democrat  in  polities.  Ilis  wife 
is  still  living  with  Mrs.  Fischer  at  the  age  Of  sixty- 
nine  years.  In  their  family  were  ten  children  and, 
with  one  exception,  all  are  yet  living. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fischer  have  many  friends  in 
Rockford,  where  they  have  so  long  resided.  lie  is 
a  member  of  Kent  Lodge  No.  169, 1.  0,  0.  F.,  and 
also  of  the  Encampment  Order  of  this  city.  He 
gives  his  entire  attention  to  the  management  of 
his  property,  which  includes  his  comfortable  homo, 
a  brick  residence  situated  at  No.  208  North  Church 
Street,  together  with  four  One  houses  in  the  same 
block,  and  two  good  business  houses,  a  frame  and 
brick,  on  West  State  Street. 

*—■*+*•- — ■* 

ijp^RED  H.  MAXWELL,  one  of  the  promi- 
141  nenfc  and  well-known  farmers  of  New  Mil- 
ill  ford  Township,  who  has  also  served  as 
Justice,  of  the  Peace  for  many  years,  claims  Mnssa* 
ehusotta  as  the  State  of  his  nativity.  Ho  was  born 
On  the  12th  of  January,  1824,  in  Franklin  County, 
and  is  ft  son  of  Luther  and  Elizabeth  (Baldwin) 
Maxwell,  also  natives  of  Massachusetts,  the  former 
horn  March  17,  1797,  and  the  latter  in  July,  1796. 
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The  founder  of  the  family  in  America  came  from 
Ireland  to  Bedford,  Mass.,  in  1733,  on  account  of 
religious  persecution.  He  was  one  of  seven  sons 
who  died  between  the  ages  of  sixty-seven  and 
ninety-five  years.  He  served  in  the  French  and 
Indian  War,  and  saw  the  achievement  of  American 
independence.  Having  lost  much  of  his  fortune, 
he  made  a  trip  to  the  West  Indies  with  a  cargo  of 
horses,. hoping  to  sell  at  a  profit,  but  died  on  the 
return  trip,  and  was  buried  October  14,  1799. 

The  grandfather  of  our  subject,  Hugh  Maxwell, 
a  native  of  Massachusetts,  was  a  wool-carder  by 
trade  and  a  farmer.  He  married  Olive  Newhall, 
and  died  February  23,  1849.  His  wife  survived 
him  many  years,  passing  away  at  the  age  of  eighty- 
three.  Luther  Maxwell  was  one  of  five  children. 
He  bought  one  hundred  acres  of  land  in  Massa¬ 
chusetts,  which  he  added  to  the  old  homestead, 
and  owned  a  half  interest  in  an  iron  foundry, 
which,  on  coming  to  the  West  in  June,  1846,  lie 
traded  for  seven  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of 
land  on  sections  25,  26,  35  and  36,  Now  Milford 
Township.  Of  this,  four  hundred  acres  were  un¬ 
der  the  plow,  and  a  good  house  and  barn  had  been 
built.  The  mother  of  our  subject  died  two  months 
after  their  arrival  here,  of  the  prevailing  malarial 
fever,  at  the  age  of  forty-nine.  Mr.  Maxwell 
survived  his  wife  some  years,  and  died  November 
20, 1856,  at  the  age  of  fifty-nine,  He  was  a  prom¬ 
inent  and  influential  citizen  of  the  community  and 
one  of  its  honored  pioneers. 

Our  subject  was  a  }TOung  man  of  twenty-two 
years  when,  with  his  parents,  he  came  to  the  West. 
On  the  29th  of  March,  1846,  he  was  joined  in 
wedlock  with  Miss  Harriet  M.  Pierson,  who  was 
born  October  14,  1828,  in  Shelburne,  Vt.,  which 
town  was  founded  by  her  great-grandfather,  James 
Pierson,  who  was  kidnapped  when  a  child  and 
brought  from  England  to  America  in  1715.  His 
son,  Moses,  was  an  active  participant  in  the  Revo¬ 
lutionary  War.  The  parents  of  Mrs.  Maxwell 
were  Hiranv  and  Maria  (Holabird)  Pierson,  both 
natives  of  Vermont. 

After  their  marriage,  the  young  couple  settled 
on  his  father’s  farm,  where  they  have  since  resided. 
They  lost  an  infant  daughter,  Ellen  T.,  but  have 
eight  living  children:  Edwin  L.;  Elizabeth  M,,  wife 
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of  Prank  Marsh,  of  Rockford;  Arthur  II. ;  Walter 
B.;  Hattie  M.,  widow  of  John  Beale,  of  Rockford; 
Fred  B.;  Beecher  II.;  and  Clarence  Hugh.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Maxwell  had  liberal  educations.  The 
lady  was  a  student  in  Beloit,  and  for  two  years  en¬ 
gaged  in  teaching.  They  have  also  given  their 
children  good  advantages.  Fred  B.,  who  was  gradu¬ 
ated  from  Beloit  College  and  is  a  post-graduate  of 
Cornell  Institute,  was  a  teacher  in  the  blind  asylum 
of  Janesville  for  two  years  and  was  selected  from 
the  Cornell  Institute,  of  Ithaca,  N,  Y.,  to  fill  a  va¬ 
cancy  in  the  University  of  Chapel  Hill,  N.  C. 

Mr.  Maxwell  was  elected  Justice  of  the  Peace  in 
1857,  and  has  held  the  office  almost  continuously 
since.  lie  was  also  Town  Clerk  for  a  term  of 
twenty  years,  serving  as  such  when  the  town  was 
organized.  He  was  Supervisor  during  the  war. 
On  the  6th  of  August,  1847,  he  was  one  of  three 
who  organized  the  first  Odd  Fellows’  lodge  in  the 
county,  called  Winnebago  Lodge  No.  31, 1.  0. 0.  F., 
and  he  was  elected  its  first  presiding  officer, 
In  1875,  he  made  a  trip  to  New  England,  thinking 
that  he  might  not  live  to  go  again,  but  his  health 
was  much  improved,  and,  as  his  wife  laughingly 
remarked,  “he  now  makes  a  very  good  chore  boy.” 
The  years  rest  lightly  upon  this  worthy  couple, 
who  are  recognized  among  the  best  citizens  of  the 
community,  and  are  certainly  deserving  of  repre¬ 
sentation  in  the  history  of  their  adopted  county. 


LIST  PETERSON,  a  member  of  the  firm  of 
iff  <5§?  -Person  &  Benson,  real-estate  dealer's  of 
Rockford,  does  business  at  No.  601  Seventh 
Street,  where  he  has  a  pleasant  and  comfortable 
office.  This  firm  was  established  in  August,  1891, 
and  they  do  a  general  real-estate  and  loan  busi¬ 
ness.  They  have  interests  in  Stockholm  Park  and 
in  Robinson’s  Addition,  and  have  already  scoured 
a  liberal  patronage,  of  which  they  are  -well  deserv¬ 
ing.  For  some  years  previous  to  the  forming  of 
the  partnership,  our  subject  had  dealt  in  real  estate 
in  a  private  way  and  thus  experience  fitted  him 
for  the  work  to  which  ho  now  devotes  his  energies. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Sweden,  on  the  8d  of 
June,  1856,  and  is  a  son  of  Carl  and  Anna  (Simon¬ 


son)  Peterson,  who  are  yet  residents  of  Rockford. 
They  were  among  tiic  founders  of  the  Swedish 
Mission  Church,  of  which  they  are  still  members. 
They  have  reached  the  ages  of  sixty-six  and  sev¬ 
enty  years,  respectively.  The  first  of  the  family 
to  come  to  this  country  was  Mary,  who  is  now  the 
wife  of  Mr,  Reblo,  a  photographer  of  St.  Peters, 
Minn.  Our  subjoot  was  the  next  to  cross  the 
Atlantic,  and  later  the  parents  and  the  remainder 
of  the  family  also  sailed  Cor  the  Now  World. 

Mr,  Peterson,  whose  name  heads  this  sketch, 
spent  his  early  boyhood  days  in  his  native  land, 
but  when  sixteen  years  of  age  bid  good-bye  to  lii.s 
old  home  and  started  out  to  try  his  fortune  in  the 
New  World.  Ho  landed  at  New  York  City  and 
thence  ho  -went  to  Genova,  Ill.,  where  his  sister  was 
formerly  located.  Ho  has  made  his  home,  in  Rock¬ 
ford  since  1872,  For  ton  years  after  locating  in 
this  city,  he  was  employed  as  a  gardener  by  (».  A. 
Sanford  ^nd  with  the  money  saved  during  that 
time  ho  embarked  in  business  on  his  own  account. 
In  connection  with  his  veal-estate  business,  be  is 
ex-Diroetor  of  the  Star  Furniture  Manufacturing 
Company,  ex-President  of  the  Globe  Manufactur¬ 
ing  Company,  and  is  interested  in  other  lead¬ 
ing  enterprises  of  the  city,  llis  business  career 
has  been  a  successful  one  and  ho  may  well  he. 
termed  a  self-made  man,  for  whatever  ho  possesses 
has  been  acquired  through  his  own  efforts  and  he 
is  now  recognized  as  one  of  the  well-to-do  citizens 
of  Rockford. 

Mr.  Peterson  has  been  twice  married ;  in  this  city 
he  wedded  Miss  TUla  Lindblado,  who  was  born  in 
Smoland,  Sweden,  Juno  9,  1859,  and  when  about 
four  years  old  was  brought  to  this  country  by  her 
parents.  She  died  of  consumption  at  her  home  in 
Rockford  in  the  fall  of  1886, leaving  two  children? 
Earl  and  Grace. 

For  a  second  wife,  Mr.  Peterson  chose  Miss 
Hilda  Lindstrom,  who  was  born  and  reared  in  the 
city  of  Jonlcoping,  Sweden,  her  birth  occurring 
January  14,  1859.  Her  parents  are  still  residents 
Of  that  country  and  are  members  of  the  Lutheran 
Church,  Mrs.  Peterson  was  the  first  of  her  family 
to  cross  the  Atlantic,  the  year  1882  witnessing  her 
emigration.  A  daughter  graces  this  union,  Edith 
B,  Our  subject  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the 
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AEiysion  Swedish  Church,  in  the  work  of  which 
they  take  an  active  part  and  in  which  lie  serves  as 
Trustee.  In  polities,  lie  is  a  Prohibitionist  and 
his  aid  is  given  to  every  worthy  enterprise  calcu¬ 
lated  to  promote  the  host  interests  of  the  city.  His 
success  in  business  is  well  deserved,  for  ho  has  led 
a  busy  and  useful  life,  deserving  the  confidence  of 
all. 


UGUST  KJERLGREN,  Superintendent  and 
foreman  of  the  painting  department  of  Lhe 

If  Rockford  Chair  and  Furniture  Company 
W  is  One  of  the  fifteen  stockholders  of  this 
largo  factory,  in  which  are  employed  several  hun¬ 
dred  men,  about  one  hundred  being  in  the  depart¬ 
ment  of  which  our  subject  has  charge.  He  has 
hold  the  position  for  five  years  and  is  a  well-known 
Swedish  business  man  of  this  city. 

Mr.  Kjellgren,  whoso  portrait  appears  on  the  op¬ 
posite  page,  was  born  in  Wester  Gothland,  Sweden, 
on  the  29th  of  December,  1839,  and  is  the  eldest  of 
a  family  of  three  sons,  whose  parents  were  John  and 
Anna  (Johnson)  Kjellgren.  The  former  was  born 
in  1812,  the  latter  in  1810.  They  crossed  the 
broad  Atlantic  to  America  in  1866,  came  to  Rock¬ 
ford  the  same  year  and  are  still  residents  of  this 
city.  With  the  Swedish  Zion  Church,  they  hold 
membership.  The  brothers  of  our  subject  are  Sam¬ 
uel,  a  house  painter  of  this  city,  and  Andrew,  a 
cabinet-maker  by  trade,  now  President  of  the 
Rockfoul  Chair  and  Furniture  Company. 

Our  subject  spent  his  early  boyhood  days  in  the 
land  of  his  nativity,  and  at  length  emigrated  to 
the  New  World.  He  landed  at  Now  York  City  and 
thence  came  to  Rockford,  joining  liis  parents'  here 
on  the  25th  of  January,  1868.  He  afterward 
learned  the  painter’s  trade  and  has  since  followed 
that  business,  winning  success  in  that  line.  For 
five  y  avs,  he  held  the  position  of  foreman'  in  the 
painting  department  of  the  Union  Furniture  Com¬ 
pany  of  Rockford,  and  since  that  time  has  been 
Superintendent  and  foreman  of  the  painting  de¬ 
partment  of  the  Rockford  Chair  and  Furniture 
Company.  From  a  humble  position,  he  has  steadily 
worked  his  way  upward  and  is  now  one  of  the 


well-to-do  citizens  of  the  community.  In  connec¬ 
tion  with  his  other  interests,  he  is  also  a  stock¬ 
holder  in  the  Union  Grocery  Company,  of  this  city; 
the  Mantel  and  Furniture  Company,  and  other  local 
interests,  and  has  done  much  toward  insuring  the 
success  of  these  enterprises. 

A  marriage  ceremony  performed  in  Rockford 
united  the  destinies  of  Mr.  Kjellgren  and  Miss 
Caroline  C.  Wetteiiund,  who  was  born  in  Sweden, 
January  26,  1847,  and  came  to  this  country  in 
1868.  Her  parents,  who  were  Swedish  Tntherans, 
died  in  their  native  land.  Unto  our  subject  and 
his  wife  have  been  born  ten  children,  but  Anna  0., 
Alma  J.,  Anna  C.  and  Arvid  S.,  are  now  deceased. 
The  living  are  Eric,  a  painter  in  his  father’s  fac¬ 
tory;  Axel  L.,  who  also  follows  the  same  trade; 
Ellen  M.,  Ilildur,  O.  B.,  Oscal  S.  and  Kcneth  F., 
who  are  still  under  the  parental  roof. 


op^IIEODORE  I.  COLBY  has  for  many  years 
lllll  been  engaged  in  blacksmithing  in  Rock- 
ford,  and  is  now  doing  business  at  No- 
128  North  Madison  Street.  In  the  pursuit  of  that 
trade  he  has  acquired  quite  a  little  fortune  and  is 
now  well-to-do.  Ilis  shop  is  33x60  feet,  and  h% 
employs  two  men  to  help  him.  On  coming  to 
Rockford,  lie  did  journeyman  work  for  three 
years  for  Sam  Church,  and  then  embarked  in  busi¬ 
ness  for  himself.  He  came  to  this  city  from 
Detroit,  Mich.,  where  he  completed  his  trade,  hav¬ 
ing  begun  it  in  Canada. 

Mr.  Colby  was  born  in  the  township  of  Rich- 
ford,  Tioga  County,  N.  Y.,  and  when  a  lad  of  ten 
years  removed  to  the  Province  of  Ontario,  Can¬ 
ada,  with  his  parents,  Charles  and  Mary  A.  (Shaffer) 
Colby.  The  paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject, 
David  Colby,  was  a  native  of  Maine  and  of  Eng¬ 
lish  descent.  He  married  Miss  Farrington,  of  tlie 
Pine  Tree  State,  and  a  part  of  their  family  was 
reared  in  Maine,  but  in  an  early  day  they'  removed 
to  Tioga  County,  N.  Y.,  where  they  resided  upon 
a  farm  throughout  the  remainder  of  their  lives. 
They  were  among  the  pioneer  settlers  of  that 
county  and  were  highly  respected  people.  In  re¬ 
ligious  belief,  it  is  thought  they  were  Universalists, 
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sis  was  their  son  Charles,  the  father  of  ouv  subject. 
On  removing  to  Canada,  the  latter  located  on  a 
farift  at  Chatham,  where  he  is  still  living  at  the 
very  advanced  age  of  ninety-one  years.  Ho  is  still 
hale  and  hearty,  the  infirmities  of  ago  resting 
lightly  upon  him.  Ilis  wife  died  at  their  home  in 
Chatham  at  the  age  of  sixty-five.  She  was  born  in 
the  Mohawk  Valley  in  New  York,  and  was  a  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Jacob  Shaffer,  a  native  of  Schoharie  County, 
N.  Y.,  of  German  lineage.  Jacob  Shaffer  was  twice 
married,  his  first  union  being  with  Miss  House,  who 
became  the  mother  of  Mrs,  Colby.  She  dictr  in 
the  Empire  State,  and  he  married  Miss  Cypher,  of 
the  same  State,  who  died  in  Canada  when  well  ad¬ 
vanced  in  yearsfi'  Mr.  Shaffer  was  called  to  his 
final  rest  at  the  age  of  seventy-five. 

Our  subject  is  the  eldest  of  five  sons  and  three 
daughters;  the  latter  ave  all  now  deceased,  but  the 
sons  are  yet  living  and  are  all  married.  It  was  in 
Chatham  that  T.  I.  Colby  led  to  the  marriage  altar 
Miss  Barbara  McKay,  who  was  born  on  Prince 
Edward  Island  in  1834,  and  came  of  an  old  Scotch 
family.  Her  parents  were  Donald  and  Iluena 
(McKay)  McKay,  both  natives  of  Scotland.  They 
were  married  on  Prince  Edward  Island,  and  after¬ 
wards  removed  to  the  Province  of  Ontario,  where 
as  farming  people  they  resided  for  some  time. 
Later,  they  removed  to  Ridgeway,  Mich.,  where 
they  spent  their  last  days,  both  having  reached 
tub  age  of  four-score  years  when  called  to  their 
final  home. 

For  many  years  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Colby  have  lived 
and  labored  together,  and  their  efforts  have  been 
blessed  with  prosperity.  They  now  have  a  pleas¬ 
ant  home  at  No.  403  North  Third  Street,  which  is 
the  abode  of  hospitality  and  a  favorite  resort  with 
their  many  friends.  They  attend  the  Centennial 
Methodist  Church,  of  which  Mrs.  Colby  is  a  mem¬ 
ber.  Their  union  has  been  blessed  by  one  son, 
Charles  E.,  who  possesses  great  natural  artistic  tal¬ 
ent  and  is  a  successful  artist.  He  married  Lillian 
Baldwin,  and  they  have  a  little  daughter,  Bessie, 
who  is  the  joy  of  their  home  and  the  pet  of  her 
grandparents. 

Mr.  Colby  exercises  liis  right  of  franchise  in 
support  of  the  Republican  party,  but  has  never 
sought  political  preferment  for  himself.  Ho  is  a 


member  of  Ellis  Lodge  No.  104,  A.  F.  &  A.  M. 
Ilis  residence  in  Rockford  covers  a  period  of  thirty- 
six  years,  during  which  time  he  has  won  a  hand¬ 
some  competence,  and  also  by  his  upright  life 
has  gained  the  respect  and  good-will  of  those  with 
whom  lie  has  been  brought  in  contact. 


UGUST  P.  FLOBERG.  One  of  the  most 
fpil  popular,  strong  and  flourishing  financial 

fir ii  institutions  of  Rockford  is  the  Manufne- 
||f/  timers*  National  Bank,  of  which  August  P, 
Floberg  is  the  able  an  deficient  Cashier.  Ho  was  a 
Director  and  stockiipjdewtroin  this  bank’s  incep¬ 
tion  and  was  onp  #f  the  originators  of  the  same. 
He  was  also  a  promoter  and  is  now  President  of 
the  Rockford  Desk  and  Furniture  Factory,  which 
employs  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  men  and 
has  a  capital  of  $100,000;  and  is  Treasurer  and  a 
Director  of  the  Mechanics’  Furniture  Company, 
which  employs  one  hundred  men  and  has  a  capital 
of  $75,000,  Mr.  Floberg  was  also  one  of  the  chief 
organizers  of  the  Rockford  Manufacturing  Com¬ 
pany,  which  was  formed  in  1889  with  a  capital 
stock  of  $200,000  and  one  hundred  employes, 
is  Treasurer  Of  the  same,  and  is  Director  and  Treas¬ 
urer  of  the  Globe  Clothing  Manufactory,  Director 
and  Treasury?  of  the  Forest  City  Bit  and  Tool 
Company,  ifvfpctor  of  the  Rockford  Cabinet  Com¬ 
pany,  and  is  Treasurer  and  one  of  the  founders  of 
the  Rockford  Fasten  Publishing  Company.  Ho  is 
also  a  member  of  the  Peterson  Land  Association 
and  is  a  Director  in  the  Swedish  Building  and 
Loan  Association. 

Our  subject  was  bom  in  Wester  Gothland  Prov¬ 
ince,  Sweden,  born  October  5,  1856,  and  came  to 
this  country  with  his  mother  in  1868.  Bis  father, 
Gustave  Phovson,  came  of  a  well-known  Swedish 
family  and  died  when  comparatively  a  young  man. 
The  mother  came  with  her  children  to  Rockford 
and  is  still  living.  She  married  John  Breaclbcrg,  a 
cabinet-maker  of  this  city,  with  the  Standard  Furni¬ 
ture  Company,  and  is  now  about  sixty  years  of 
age.  She  is  a  member  of  the  Lutheran  Church. 

August  P.  Floberg  was  but  eleven  years  of  age 
when  lie  came  to  Rockford  and  lie  received  a  good 
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practical  education,  in  the  schools  of  the  city. 
Later,  he  accepted  a  position  as  office  boy,  and 
with  the  earnings  thus  saved,  gave  himself  a  good 
education  in  the  Business  College  of  Rockford. 
He  was  then  book-keeper  for  different  institutions 
and  later  was  for  seven  years  Secretary  for  the 
Central  Furniture  Company.  He  soon  became 
familial' with  his  business  and  has  developed  into 
one  of  the  most  thorough-going,  enterprising  men 
of  the  city.  lie  is  a  bank  officer  of  marked  ex¬ 
ecutive  ability  and  vast  practical  experience,  and 
is  possessed,  of  those  characteristics  of  energy, 
promptness  and  sobriety  which  ever  secure  suc¬ 
cess. 

Miss  Augusta  Ekeborg,  who  became  his  wife  in 
Rockford  in  1880,  was  born  in  Wester  Gothland 
Province,  Sweden,  and  attained  her  growth  and 
received  her  education  there.  She  came  to  this 
country  with  her  parents  in  1870  and  has  since 
been  a  resident  of  this  city.  The  father,  Jonas 
Ekeborg,  and  tho  mother,  whose  maiden  name  was 
Christina  Kkobcrg,  are  now  residing  in  Rockford, 
are  quite  aged,  and  arc  exemplary  members  of  the 
Lutheran  Church,  Mr.  Ekeborg  is  a  mechanic  by 
trade. 

The  political  sympathies  of  Mr.  Floborg  have 
Brought  him  in  lino  with  the  Republican  party  and 
in  public  movements  he  has  ever  taken  a  deep 
interest.  lie  and  Mrs.  Floborg  are  identified  with 
the  First  Lutheran  Church  and  he  was  Trustee  for 
six  years  and  is  the  present  Treasurer.  Their  mar¬ 
riage  resulted  in  the  birth  of  three  children: 
Adalbert  R.,  eight  years  of  ago;  Frances  E.  and 
Mary  L. 

Ca  IUBI.E8  L.  SUTHERLAND,  M.  D„  now 

^  located  at  Rockford,  enjoys  a  large  practice 
0  in  the  town  and  surrounding  couutiy.  He 
is  quite  young,  possessed  of  abundant  energy,  and 
thoroughly  skilled  in  his  profession,  having  been 
graduated  from  tho  Chicago  Medical  College  in 
March,  1883,  He  is  a  native  of  Janesville,  Wis., 
his  birth  occurring  November  26,  1858. 

James  Sutherland,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  about  1821,  in  Ohio.  His  father,  Thomas 


Sutherland,  was  born  in  Pennsylvania,  and,  remov¬ 
ing  to  Ohio,  became  a  pioneer  farmer  near  Ash¬ 
land.  His  wife,  the  grandmother  of  our  subject, 
who  bore  tlie  name  of  Jane  Smith,  also  hailed  from 
the  Keystone  State,  and  was  the  mother  of  a  fam¬ 
ily  of  four  sons  and  three  daughters,  only  two  of 
Whom  survive.  The  maiden  name  of  our  subject’s 
mother  was  Elizabeth  Within gton;  she  was  born 
near  Ashland,  Ohio,  and  was  the  daughter  of  Dan¬ 
iel  Withington.  Her  father  went  to  Wisconsin  in 
1848,  and  became  a  resident  of  Rock  County.  His 
wife,  the  mother  of  Mrs.  Sutherland,  was  knowu 
prior  to  her  marriage  as  Temperance  Gray,  and 
departed  this  life  in  Rock  County,  in  1871,  her 
husband,  whose  demise  occurred  in  1884,  surviv¬ 
ing  her  a  number  of  years.  Thejr  reared  a  family 
of  seven  daughters  and  four  sons,  one  of  the 
former  dying  young. 

Our  subject  Was  tho  sixth  in  order  of  birth  of  a 
family  of  seven  children,  and  spent  his  boyhood 
and  youth  in  attending  school  and  in  the  book¬ 
store  with  Ins  father.  The  latter  has  been  engaged 
in  that  line  of  business  since  1848,  with  the  excep¬ 
tion  of  two  years,  when  he  carried  on  a  thriving 
trade  in  grain.  His  stove  is  one  of  the  finest  in  the 
city,  and  besides  carrying  a  full  and  complete 
stock  of  books,  has  a  splendid  stationery  and  wall 
paper  department.  He  served  two  terms  as  State 
Senator,  and  was  Mayor  for  two  terms  of  Janes¬ 
ville,  Wis* 

After  graduating  in  the  Chicago  College,  as  be¬ 
fore  stated,  Dr.  Sutherland  began  the  practice  of 
medicine  at  Bivnamwood,  Wis.,  where  he  remained 
only  a  twelvemonth,  and  then  he  went  from  there 
1  to  Janesville,  Wis.,  where  lie  remained  until  De¬ 
cember,  1885;  lie-  then  came  to  his  present  field, 
which  has  been  his  permanent  abiding-place  since 
that  time.  He  is  a  graduate  of  the  Regular  School 
of  Medicine,  and  is  building  up  a  fine  practice, 
both  as  a  physician  and  surgeon. 

In  September,  1890,  Miss  Susan  H.  Thomas,  who 
was  bom  in  Roekton  Township,  became  the  wife 
of  our  subject.  Her  father,  William  M.  Thomas, 
who  was  born  in  Wayne  County,  Pa.,  in  Novem¬ 
ber,  1805,  came  to  Illinois  in  1838,  in  company 
with  his  wife  and  three  children.  Mr.  Thomas  lo¬ 
cated  on  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  land  on 
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section  31,  of  this  township,  on  which  he  erected  a 
log  house  and  established  his  family  until  able  to 
erect  a  more  comfortable  dwelling.  They  were 
the  parents  of  nine  children,  three  of  whom  died 
in  infancy.  Mr.  Thomas  U  M#  away  in  July, 
1881,  when  seventy-six  yea)  of  age.  His  wife, 
who  bore  the  maiden,  name  of  Eliza  Conklin,  was 
born  in  1811,  and  is  still  living,  at  the  advanced 
age  of  eighfcy-one  years.  Two  of  her  sons,  John  C. 
and  Orvill  P.,  wero  volunteers  during  the  late 
war,  in  Company  F,  Seventy-fourth  Illinois  Infan¬ 
try.  They  participated  in  the  battle  of  Stone 
River,  Orvill  never  being  absent  from  the  regiment; 
he  took  part  in  all  its  engagements,  with  the  ex¬ 
ception  of  Lookout  Mountain,  when  ho  was  detailed 
on  guard  duty.  John  C.  was  confined  in  the  hos¬ 
pital  for  about  three  months;  he  is  now  a  farmer 
in  Kansas,  while  his  brother  is  cultivating  the  soil 
in  Owen  Township,  this  county. 

The  parents  of  Mrs.  Sutherland  celebrated  their 
golden  wedding,  November  13,  1878,  at  their 
home  on  the  old  farm,  where  they  had  lived  for 
forty  years.  This  was  a  happy  and  enjoyable  occa¬ 
sion,  and  was  largely  attended  by  friends  from  the 
surrounding  townships,  bringing  testhm.TVv.ls  of 
the  high  esteem  in  which  this  grand  old  couple 
were  held,  who  were  pioneers  of  this  State,  and  had 
journeyed  together  for  a  half  century.  An  excel¬ 
lent  and  lengthy  poem,  composed  for  the  occasion 
by  D.  V.  Waite,  was  read,  and  the  entire  occasion 
was  one  to  live  many  years  in  pleasant  memories. 


OSCAR  BERGQIJIST,  Secretary  and  Treasurer 
of  the  Desk  and  Furniture  Company,  lo¬ 
cated  on  North  Second  Street,  where  the 
business  was  started  in  1889,  is  a  young  man  pos¬ 
sessed  of  more  than  ordinary  business  acumen. 
This  company  manufactures  all  kinds  of  desks, 
making  a  specialty  of  ladies’  desks,  combination 
desks,  book-cases,  etc.,  and  the  greatest  care  Is 
taken  in  the  production  of  these  goods,  which, 
while  being  of  attractive  design  and  finish,  also 
combine  those  qualities  of  strength  and  durability 
which  make  them  extremely  popular  with  dealers 
and  customers.  Under  the  able  management  of 


A,  P.  Floborg,  President;  0.  W.llaogg,  Vice-presi¬ 
dent;  and  Mr.  Borgquist,  Secretary  and  Treasurer, 
the  company  has  prospered,  and  is  at  the  head  of 
any  establishment  of  the  kind  in  the  country.  It 
employs  a  Staff  of  experienced  and  competent  trav¬ 
eling  salesmen,  and  its  affairs  are  managed  upon 
progressive  and  reliable  principles.  About  one 
hundred  men  are  employed  nil  the  time. 

Oscar  Borgquist  was  born  near  the  city  of  Carl- 
stad,  Sweden,  on  the  20th  of  October,  1868,  to  the 
union  of  Gustave  and  Mary  (Swenson)  Borgquist, 
both  natives  of  that  country.  In  1869,  the  par¬ 
ents  came  to  the  United  States,  and  subsequently 
settled  in  Rockford,  I!!.,  where  the  father  has  been 
actively  engaged  as  a  painter,  having  followed  that 
business  all  his  life.  He  is  at  present  Superinten¬ 
dent  and  Manager  of  the  Rockford  Manufacturing 
Company,  also  a  stockholder  in  the  same,  as  well 
as  in  the  Skandia  Plow  Company  of  that  city.  Al¬ 
though  about  fifty- five  years  of  age,  ho  is  energetic 
and  onterprising,  and  one  of  the  city’s  moat  prom¬ 
inent  business  men.  His  wife,  who  is  still  living, 
is  about  the  same  age,  and  both  are  members  of  the 
Lutheran  Church,  They  have  a  good  home  at 
No.  904  Seventh  Street.  In  polities,  Mr.  Borg¬ 
quist  is  a  stanch  Republican. 

Our  subject,  the  second  in  order  of  birth  of  six 
children  born  to  the  above  worthy  couple,  was  but 
six  years  of  ago  when  he  crossed  the  ocean  with 
his  parents,  and  he  lias  been  a  resident  of  Rock¬ 
ford  for  about  twenty-two  years.  lie  was  educated 
in  the  city  schools,  and  learned  the  painter’s  trade 
of  his  father  os  he  grew  up.  He  has  followed  that 
trade  for  thirteen  years,  and  is  a  successful  work¬ 
man.  For  two  years  he  was  manager  of  the  Rock¬ 
ford  Paint  Company.  Ho  is  a  live  business  man, 
well  informed,  and  is  at  present  a  Director  and 
stockholder  in  the  Skandia  Plow  Company,  Rock¬ 
ford  Paint  Company,  and  a  stockholder  in  the 
Rockford  Manufacturing  Company, and  the  Fasten 
Publishing  Company. 

Mr.  Borgquist  was  married  to  Miss  Amanda  A. 
Nygron,  a  native  of  Sweden,  born  January  7, 1865, 
and  the  daughter  of  N.  P.  and  Anna  (Magnusom) 
Nygron,  natives  also  of  thatcountry.  The  family 
came  to  the  States  in  1868,  and  settled  in  Rock¬ 
ford,  where  the  father’s  death  occurred  in  1885. 
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His  widow  is  still  living  in  this  city,  and  is  about 
sixty  years  of  ago.  She  is  a  member  of  the  Luth¬ 
eran  Church,  and  her  husband  also  held  member¬ 
ship  in  that  church.  They  wore  the  parents  of 
seven  children,  live  daughters  and  two  sons,  and 
all  but  one  are  now  living.  Three  are  married. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bergqiust’s  union  was  blessed  by 
the  birth  of  two  children,  E.  Wilhelmena  and 
Emily  M.  In  politics,  Mr.  Rergquist  is  indepen¬ 
dent,  and,  in  religion,  he  and  his  wife  are  members 
of  the  Lutheran  Church.  They  are  well  liked  by 
all  with  whom  they  come  in  contact,  and  are 
worthy  members  of  society. 

.6, 

LFRED  (}.  LARSON,  who  is  engaged  in 

Ml  business  as  a  Stone  and  brick  mason  con- 

Iff  *  tractor  at  No.  308  Sixth  Street,  Rockford, 
^ 7  claims  Sweden  as  tho  land  of  his  nativity, 

lie  was  born  in  Wester  Gothland  on  the  5th  of  Sep¬ 
tember,  1857,  and  there  spent  the  days  of  his  boy¬ 
hood  and  youth.  At  the  ago  of  twenty -one,  he 
determined  to  try  his  fortune  in  America,  and  in 
1878  crossed  the  broad  Atlantic,  making  his  first 
location  in  Walnut,  111.  His  father,  John  Larson, 
also  enmo  to  this  country  and  located  in  Walnut, 
Bureau  County,  on  a  farm,  after  having  followed 
carpentering  in  Chicago  for  some  time.  Ilis  wife 
and  family  later  joined  him  at  Walnut,  and  the 
mother  is  still  living  there  at  the  ago  of  sixty-one 
years.  The  father  died  February  16,  1892,  aged 
sixty-three  years,  lacking  three  days.  A  brother 
of  our  subject,  Charles  Larson,  is  a  city  police  offi¬ 
cer  of  Rockford.  Ho  married  Miss  Nanna  Levenc, 
of  Sweden. 

Mr,  Larson,  whose  portrait  appears  on  tho  op¬ 
posite  page,  siieii t  three  years  in  Bureau  County, 
and  then  came  to  Rockford,  where  ho  has  made 
his  homo  since  1881.  For  more  than  ten  years,  he 
has  been  engaged  in  business  as  a  contractor  in 
Stone  and  brick  work  and  lias  built  one  hundred 
and  fifty  houses.  He  also  owns  a  fine  business 
block  at  No.  409  Seventh  Street,  including  three- 
story  fiats  and  storerooms,  and  also  owns  a  dwell¬ 
ing  on  Fifth  Avenue.  Being  an  expert  work¬ 
man  and  thoroughly  understanding  his  business, 


he  1ms  received  a  liberal  patronage,  which  has  made 
his  undertaking  a  successful  one.  In  connection 
with  his  other  interests,  he  is  a  stockholder  in  the 
Rockford  Globe  Clothing  Factory,  owns  an  interest 
in  the  Excelsior  Furniture  Company,  of  this  city, 
and  is  also  stockholder  in  the  Rockford  Baking 
Company. 

Xu  Rockford,  Mr.  Larson  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Salma  Peterson,  who  was  born  near  the 
home  of  her  husband  in  Sweden,  May  17, 1862,  and 
was  reared  and  educated  in  her  native  province 
until  the  spring  of  1879,  when,  with  a  brother, 
John  Peterson,  she  came  to  this  country.  They 
were  the  first  of  the  family  to  cross  the  Atlantic 
and  have  since  been  joined  by  two  sisters.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Larson  bold  membership  with  the  First 
Lutheran  Church.  They  have  a  little  daughter, 
Laura,  who  was  born  on  the  7th  of  September, 
1890,  and  have  lost  two  children,  Arthur  and  Vic¬ 
toria,  who  died  in  early  childhood. 

Mr.  Larson  takes  a  considerable  interest  in  polit¬ 
ical  affairs  and  by  his  ballot  supports  tiie  Repub¬ 
lican  party,  of  which  be  is  a  stanch  advocate.  He 
was  elected  to  the  office  of  Supervisor  in  1892, and 
is  serving  with  efficiency.  He  has  led  a  busy  and 
useful  life,  and  the  result  of  his  efforts  is  seen  in 
the  handsome  competence  which  he  now  possesses, 
lie  has  taken  an  active  interest  in  all  that  pertains 
to  the  welfare  of  the  community,  and  was  instru¬ 
mental  in  organizing  the  Swedish  singing  society, 
known  as  the  Sveassoner.  Since  its  organization, 
on  the  23d  of  January,  1890,  he  has  been  its  Presi¬ 
dent.  For  five  years,  he  was  also  chorister  of  the 
First  Lutheran  Church. 


JOHN  G.  PENFIELD,  a  successful  real-estate 
dealer  and  money  loaner  of  Rockford,  be¬ 
gan  business  in  this  city  soon  after  locating 
here  in  the  spring  of  1854.  lie  wag  first  a 
member  of  the  firm  of  Spalding  V  Pen  field,  which 
connection  was  continued  for  some  time,  -when  a 
partnership  was  formed  between  our  subject  and 
his  brother  David  S.  They  continued  together  for 
some  time,  and  the  latter  was  one  of  the  well-to-do 
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and  prominent  men  of  the  city.  Ho  was  also  one 
of  its  honored  early  settlers,  having  here  located 
in  1837.  His  death  occurred  in  1873.  He  was 
prominent  in  all  local  matters,  and  a  Republican 
in  politics.  His  widow,  whoso  maiden  name  was 
Mary  II.  Hodges,  and  several  children  are  yot  liv¬ 
ing. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  is  a  native  of  Rutland 
County,  Vt.  His  father,  Sturgis  Pen  field,  was  one 
of  the  leading  citizens  of  that  county,  and  was 
quite  prosperous.  Ho  had  been  a  farmer  and 
brewer,  and  afterward  carried  on  a  gristmill  and 
engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  woolen  goods.  He 
died  at  an  advanced  ago,  in  the  faith  of  the  Con¬ 
gregational  Church.  In  politics,  he  was  first  a 
Whig,  but  later  became  a  stanch  Abolitionist,  and 
was  a  strong  temperance  man,  becoming  prominent 
in  all  moral  reforms.  In  Connecticut,  liis  native 
State,  he  married  Miss  Laura  Giddings,  who  was 
also  born  in  that  State,  whence  they  removed  to 
Rutland  County,  Yt.,  where  they  spent  nearly 
their  entire  lives.  Further  mention  of  this  worthy 
couple  is  made  in  the  sketch  of  S.  I1'.  Penfield  on 
another  page  of  this  work.  The  members  of  the 
family  who  are  still  living  arc:  Mrs.  Laura  A.  Har¬ 
mon,  who  resides  in  Bennington,  Vt.;  Mrs.  Betsy 
P.  Manley  and  Mrs.  Eleanor  P.  Lohrop,  now  residing 
in  Pittsford,  Rutland  County;  S.  F.  and  John  G., 
residents  of  Rockford;  Catherine  J.,  a  resident  of 
Bennington,  Vt.;  and  Abel  Ogden,  who  is  living 
in  Battle  Creek,  Mich. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  acquired  his  educa\ 
tion  in  the  schools  of  his  native  county  and  in 
Burr  Seminary,  of  Manchester,  Vt.  lie  grew  to 
manhood  under  the  parental  roof,  and  began  his 
business  career  in  connection  with  his  father,  hav¬ 
ing  charge  of  some  of  Mr.  Penfield’s  manufactories. 
After  attaining  to  man’s  estate,  he  was  married  in 
Rockford,  to  Miss  Mary  E.  Crosby,  who  was  born 
in  Troy,  Cheshire  County,  N.  H.,  where  she  spent 
the  days  of  her  maidenhood,  her  education  being  j 
finished  in  South  Hadley  Seminary.  Her  parents  j 
were  Alpiieus  and  Mary  (Fox)  Crosby,  both  na-  j 
tives  of  the  Granite  State.  On  coming  to  Illinois,  j 
they  settled  in  Winnebago  County,  where  the  par-  j 
ents  afterward  died.  Ho  was  born  in  New  Hump-  j 
shire  in  1798,  and  was  one  of  five  sons  and  five  j 


daughters,  all  of  whom  grew  to  mature  years, 
though  none  are  now  living.  The  father  of  that 
family  was  Alpheus  Crosby,  Sr„  who  fought  in  the 
French  and  Indian  War  under  his  father,  Josiali 
Crosby,  commander  of  the  company.  The  latter 
was  a  native  of  England,  and  came  to  Amorica  in 
an  early  day.  The  family  were  members  of  the 
Congregational  Church,  and  figured  quite  promi¬ 
nently  in  the  early  history  of  the  State.  Alpiieus 
Crosby,  Sr.,  married  Miss  Elizabeth  Gilmore,  who 
came  of  an  old  New  England  family.  The.  parents 
of  Mrs.  Pen  field  were  married  in  the  East,  and  Mr, 
Crosby  followed  his  trade  of  blacksmithing  in 
Troy,  N.  H.,  until  his  emigration  with  his  family 
to  Rockford.  He  became  an  influential  and  wealthy 
citizen  of  this  place,  and  the  family  Is  one  unusu¬ 
ally  well  and  favorably  known.  The  father  was  a 
member  of  the  First  Congregational  Church,  as 
was  also  his  wife,  and  took  an  active  part  in  poli¬ 
tics,  supporting  the  Republican  party,  Public  spir¬ 
ited  and  progressive,  be  also  took  a  prominent 
part  in  everything  pertaining  to  the  welfare  and 
advancement  of  the  community. 

Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Pen  field  have  been  born  throe 
children:  Helen  M.,  widow  of  Edwin  M.  Revell,  a 
real-estate  and  loan  agent,  who  died  on  the  16th  of 
July,  1891;  Fannie  IL,  wife  of  Charles  K.  Sheldon, 
who  is  Secretary  of  the  Rockford  Insurance  Com¬ 
pany  of  this  city;  and  Kate  C.  at  home.  They 
have  all  been  well  educated,  and  Miss  Ivato  1ms 
been  a  student  in  Wellosly  College,  of  Massaehu 
setts. 

Mr,  Pen  field  lias  been  connected  with  a  number 
of  business  interests  in  Rockford,  and  is  one  of  its 
most  enterprising  and  leading  citizens.  He  laid  out 
an  elovon-aere  addition  at  the  corner  of  Kishwau- 
lcce  Street  and  Fourteenth  Avenue,  in  a  good  and 
rapidly  developing  part  of  the  city,  which  he  owns 
with  Mrs.  Annie  P.  Moore.  He  is  a  stockholder  in 
the  Watch  Company,  and  is  a  Trustee  in  the  Ran¬ 
dolph  Revell  Land  Association, which  laid  out  High¬ 
land  subdivision,  He  owns  stock  in  several  in¬ 
corporated  companies,  and  is  a  man  of  enterprise 
and  spirit,  who  carries  forward  to  successful  com¬ 
pletion  whatever  he  undertakes,  He,  with  his 
;  brother  D.  8.  and  Mr,  E,  Gregory,  laid  out  the 
j  Gregory  Addition.  lie  and  his  brother  I).  8.  laid 
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out  U)o  Pen  Hold  subdivision  of  South  Park,  lot 
No.  11,  in  East  Rockford,  He  also  has  an  interest 
in  Riverside  Addition,  which  was  laid  out  in  1890, 
one  of  the  largest  Additions  in  the  city,  which 
reaches  from  Rock  Rivet-  to  the  north  limits.. 


\J%ROi?.  P.  E.  WALKER.  Not  only  in  Rock- 
j  ford,  where  he  resides,  but  also  in  Winne- 
hago  and  Ogle  Comities,  and  through  the 
|\  State  of  Illinois,  this  gentleman  is  known  as 
a  prominent  educator,  whose  life  has  been  spent  in 
the  advancement  Of  humanity  and  progress  along 
educational  lines.  In  no  way  can  his  ability  and 
profound  knowledge  be  better  illustrated  than  by 
mention  of  the  various  offices  which  he  has  held. 
He  has  been  an  instructor  in  many  of  the  Insti¬ 
tutes  held  in  Northern  Illinois,  has  occupied  the 
principal  ofliees  in  the  State  and  local  educational 
associations,  and  has  been  a  Director  in  the  Na¬ 
tional  Teachers'  Association  for  two  years. 

Born  in  Windham  County,  Conn.,  in  July,  1835, 
and  the  son  of  Albert  G.  and  Patience  E.  Walker 
(of  whom  see  biography  elsewhere  in  this  volume), 
young  Walker  was  surrounded  with  such  opportuni¬ 
ties  as  were  common  to  the  boys  o  f  sturdy  old  New 
England  farmers  back  in  the  old  Nutmeg  State  of 
fifty  years  ago.  He  received  such  practical  train¬ 
ing  as  was  a  source  of  much  general  value  to  him 
when  he  came  in  contact  with  a  life’s  work  that 
has  required  all  his  energies.  Having  received  the 
rudiments  of  his  education  in  the  public  schools, 
he  taught  his  first  school  at  the  age  of  seventeen, 
in  the  coun  ty  of  his  birth. 

With  the  hope  of  improving  his  time  and  oppor¬ 
tunities  to  the,  best  advantage,  Prof.  Walker,  with 
his  father’s  family,  came  to  Illinois  in  185G,  and 
settled  in  Ogle  County,  After  teaching  two  years, 
ho  entered  the  State  Normal  University  at  Normal, 
III.,  graduating  with  high  honors  in  1861,  and  at 
once  returned  to  his  homo,  whore  ho  taught  for  one 
year  in  the  district  schools.  His  loyalty  to  the 
Union,  and  the  spirit  of  his  forefathers,  caused  him 
to  throw  aside,  his  profession  of  a  teacher  and  re¬ 
spond  to  the  call  of  the  Government  for  brave 
and  gallant  men  to  take  up  arms  in  defense  of  the 


old  flag.  I-Ic  enlisted  as  a  private  in  Company  K, 
Ninety-second  Illinois  Infantry,  Capt.  Albert 
Woodcock,  of  Ogle  County,  and  Col;  Smith  D,  At¬ 
kins,  of  Freeport,  commanding. 

The  history  of  the  Ninety-second  is  one  of  in¬ 
terest,  for  it  is  known  as  one  of  Illinois’  greatest 
and  most  valorous  regiments  throughout  the  en¬ 
tire  war.  After  they  were  mustered  into  service 
in  the  early  part  of  1862,  they  advanced  into  the 
enemy’s  country,  and  fought  with  the  Army  of 
the  Cumberland,  doing  good  service  in  many  hard- 
fought  battles.  After  the  battle  of  Chattanooga, 
our  subject  was  commissioned  First  Lieutenant, 
soon  after  Ills  regiment  was  assigned  to  Gen. 
Killpatrick’s  cavalry  division  of  Gen.  Sherman’s 
army,  and  was  with  it  on  the  march  to  the  sea. 
While  at  Ringgold,  Ga.,  Capt.  Scoville,  of  Com¬ 
pany  K,  was  taken  prisoner,  and  Lieut.  Walker  as¬ 
sumed  command  of  the  company.  He  refused  to 
accept  the  Captaincy  out  of  respect  for  his  cap¬ 
tured  leader,  but  retained  command  for  a  year  or 
more,  until  his  superior  officer  was  released  as  a 
prisoner  of  war. 

The  i-egiment  fought  bravely  at  all  the  battles 
of  the  memorable  campaign  under  Gen.  Sherman, 
including  the  siege  of  Atlanta,  the  march  to  the 
sea,  and  from  there  to  the  North.  Fora  short  time, 
Lieut.  Walker  was  in  the  hospital  on  account  of 
sickness.  He  received  a  slight  wound  at  the  battle 
Of  Raleigh.  With  that  exception,  he  was  in  ac¬ 
tive  service  until  the  close  of  the  Rebellion,  and 
was  honorably  discharged  July  10,  1865,  when  he 
returned  to  his  home  in  Ogle  County. 

Before  his  enlistment,  Prof.  Walker’s  worth  as  a 
teacher  had  been  established,  and  upon  his  return 
homo  he  was  employed  to  return  to  the  school 
which  he  taught  prior  to  his  enlistment.  It  was 
his  constant  aim  to  elevate  the  character  of  the 
schools  of  the  county,  and  ho  accomplished  much 
in  that  direction,  many  of  his  students  to-day  fig¬ 
uring  prominently  in  places  of  trust  and  responsi¬ 
bility.  Notable  is  tbe  fact  that  while  in  that 
county  Prof.  Walker  taught  one  school  for  eight 
years,  and  another  for  twelve  years,  his  work  al¬ 
ways  recommending  him  for  a  call  to  the  same  po¬ 
sition.  ■’ 

When  the  School  Board  of  Rockford  commenced 
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to  look  around  for  a  Superintendent  of  ability, 
well  versed  in  the  system  of  public  schools,  and 
splendidly  equipped  asm  educator  and  disciplina¬ 
rian,  they  selected  Pro?.  Walker  to  fill  the  honor¬ 
able  aud  laborious  pitio  •  'A’hiS  was  in  July,  1881. 
Since  that  time  he  Iras  Whored  continuously  at  Ids 
post,  giving  that  satisfaction  which  can  be  given 
only  by  a  man  whoso  soul  is  in  his  work.  His 
proficiency  is  best  attested  by  the  universal  satis¬ 
faction  lie  lias  given.  Ilo  is  a  tireless  worker,  and 
has  won  his  way  through  his  unremitting  exer¬ 
tions  to  a  front  rank  among  the  foremost  educa¬ 
tors  of  the  day.  lie  was  marriod,  August  16,  1865, 
to  Martha  E.  Webb,  of  Le  Roy,  Genesee  County, 
N.  Y.  One  daughter  has  blessed  their  home.  Prof. 
Walker  is  a  member  of  the  State  Board  of  Educa¬ 
tion,  having  recently  been  re-appointed  for  a  term 
of  six  years.  Socially,  ho  is  well  known  in 
Rockford,  and  is  a  member  of  the  G.  L.  Ncvius 
Post  No.  1,  G.  A.  R.  In  political  matters,  ho  aflil- 
iales  with  the  Republican,  party,  and  takes  great 
interest  in  all  the  important  issues  Of  the  day. 

I— 

RS.  MARIAM  K.  TAYLOR,  born  in  Neww 
Hampshire,  April  9,  1814,  and  Mrs.  Sally 
1  Chamberlain,  born  in  Franklin  County, 
N.  Y.,  April  11,  1822,  arc  the  daughters  of 
Richard  C.  Ilovey,  who  was  originally  from  Grafton 
County,  N.  II.  The  father  was  one  of  two  chil¬ 
dren,  and  was  left  fatherless  when  about  two  years 
of  ago.  He  was  reared  by  adopted  parents,  and 
remained  with  them  until  twenty  years  of  ago, 
when  lie  married  Miss  Abigail  Kimball,  a  native 
of  the  same  place,  and  began  housekeeping  at 
Hanover,  N.  H.,  near  Dartmouth  College.  Six 
years  later,  they  removed  to  New  York,  settled 
at  Ft.  Covington,  Franklin  County,  and  there  Mr. 
Hovey  was  engaged  in  lumbering’  during  the 
winter  months  and  farming  during  the  summer 
seasons  until  1838.  He  then  sold  out  and,  with 
his  wife  and  children,  moved  to  Ohio,  where  he 
was  engaged  in  1  umbering  and  milling  for  some 
time. 

Led  by  the  promises  of  the  Western  prairies  of 
Illinois,  Mr.  Ilovey  came  to  Boone  County,  whore 


ho  took  up  throe  hundred  and  fifty  acres  of  Gov¬ 
ernment  land.  Ho  erected  a  largo  log  houso  and 
resided  in  this  for  many  years,  but  subsequently  a 
line  residence  was  built,  in  which  he  and  his  thrifty 
and  industrious  helpmnlo  passed  the  dosing  scenes 
of  their  lives,  tho  father  dying  when  seventy -nine 
years  of  ago,  and  tho  mother  at  tho  ago  of  eighty- 
four  years.  The  last-named  was  a  daughter  of 
Ezekiel  and  Mariam  (Blake)  Kimball,  natives  of 
New  Hampshire,  who  spent,  their  entire  lives  in 
that  State,  dying  when  quite  aged*  Mr.  Ilovey 
served  as  Postmaster,  and  was  Justice  of  the  Peace 
for  thirty  years.  , 

Mrs.  Taylor  and  Mrs.  Chamberlain  are  the  sisters 
ters  of  Mrs.  Nathan  IT.  Wooster  (see  sketch),  and  are, 
of  a  family  of  twelve  children,  ten  of  whom  lived 
to  be  old  people.  Mrs.  Taylor  was  married  on  tho 
21st,  of  April,  1835,  to  John  G.  Taylor,  and  be¬ 
came  tho  mother  of  four  children,  only  one  of 
whom  is  now  living,  Mrs.  Esther  Larkin,  who 
lias  live  children.  Mrs.  Taylor  lias  about  twenty- 
live  great-grandchildren,  the  eldest  of  whom  is 
fifteen  years  old.  Mr.  Taylor  was  bom  in  New 
Hampshire,  and  d[ied  in  LeRoy  Township,  Boone 
County,  wlion  fifty-seven  years  of  ago.  lie  was  a 
shoemaker  by  trade  and  entne  to  this  county  about 
"  lS-<v2.  In  connection  with  his  shoemaking,  he, 
was  also  engaged  in  farming  in  this  county  and 
left  a  nice  property  at  his  death. 

Firs.  Chamberlain  was  married  to  Joseph  Olmm- 
bei lain  on  the  23d  of  October,  1839,  and  became 
the  mother  of  eleven  children,  all  of  whom  grew  to 
mature  years,  but  only  six  are  now  living:  Helen 
M.  married  and  had  live  children,  three  of  whom 
arc  now  living;  William  W.  was  One  of  the  first 
to  answer  his  country’s  call,  enlisting  in  Company 
I,  Thirty -seven til  Illinois  Infantry,  and  died  in 
the  army;  Adelia  married,  and  died  in  Nebraska, 
leaving  three  children,  one  of  whom  is  now  mar¬ 
ried  and  has  a  child;  Eliza  married  and  has  four 
children;  Leroy  married  and  has  five  children; 
Harry  D.  married  and  has  three  children;  and 
Horace  marriod  and  lias  two  children,  Mr.  Cham¬ 
berlain  was  born  in  Delaware  County,  N.  Y,,  and 
came  to  Boone  County  in  1882  or  1883,  becom¬ 
ing  one  of  the  very  drat  settlers,  He  was  a  car¬ 
penter  by  trade  and  built  tho  first  hotjse  in  Rock- 
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ford,  also  the  first  mill  in  Beloit,  Wis.  Later  in 
liCe,  lie  took  up  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres 
of  Government  laud,  but  only  proved  up  on  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres.  At  his  death,  which  oc¬ 
curred  when  he  was  seventy-eight  years  of  ago, 
he  loft  the  line  farm  on  which  lie  had  resided  for 
fifty- two  years.  Ho  only  followed  his  trade  for 
five  or  six  years  after  coming  to  this  State,  en¬ 
gaging  in  agricultural  pursuits  instead. 

Mrs.  Taylor  and  Mrs.  Chamberlain  have  been 
members  of  the  Christian  Church  for  years,  the 
former  having  professed  religion  at  the  age  of 
eighteen  years,  and  both  are  highly  respected  for 
their  many  estimable  qualities  of  mind  and  heart. 
Both  husbands  were  Republicans  in  their  political 
views,  and  each  held  many  of  the  different  town¬ 
ship  offices. 

mg  mg  * 

/p^KORGE  W.  MURCn,  a  dealer  in  clothing, 
(if  ra  gents’  furnishing  goods,  boots,  shoes,  eto., 
%j|i  of  Bolvidere,  was  born  in  Truxton,  Cort¬ 
land  County,  N,  Y„  January  11),  1880,  and  is  a  son 
of  Martin  and  Polly  (Keeler)  March,  the  former  a 
native  of  Dutchess  County,  N.  Y,,  and  the  latter 
of  Cortland,  where  their  marriage  was  celebrated. 
They  afterward  removed  to  Onondaga  County 
and  there  resided  until  1861,  when  they  came  to 
Belvidere  and  spent  their  last  days  in  the  home  of 
our  subject, 

Mr.  Mureh,  whose  portrait  adorns  the  opposite 
page,  was  reared  under  the  parental  roof,  no  event 
of  special  importance  occurring  in  his  childhood. 
In  18-19,  he  located  in  Putnam  County,  111.,  and 
was  employed  in  a  warehouse  on  the  Illinois 
River  until  the  winter  season,  when  ho  engaged  in 
teaching  school.  With  three  young  men,  in  the 
spring  of  1850,  ho  skirted  for  California,  walking 
to  St.  Joseph,  Mo.,  where  they  joined  others  from 
Putnam  County  who  had  teams,  and  in  this  way 
they  made  the  entire  journey  across  the  plains  and 
mountains.  At  that  time,  there  were  no  white 
settlers  between  Ht.  Joseph  and  California,  except 
the  Mormons  at  Halt  Lake, 

After  one  hundred  and  sixteen  days  of  travel, 
Mr.  Mureh  arrived  at  Hangtown,  where  lie  en- 
45 
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gaged  in  mining  for  a  time  and  was  afterward  em¬ 
ployed  as  a  vegetable  gardener  until  the  spring  of 
1852,  He  returned  home  by  way  of  the  Isthmus 
Of  Panama,  leaving  Ban  Francisco  in  September 
and  thirty  days  later  arriving  in  New  York, 
whence  he  returned  to  Putnam  County. 

The  same  autumn,  Mr.  Mureh  rented  half  an 
interest  in  a  sawmill,  which  he  operated  through¬ 
out  the  winter.  In  August  of  the  following  year, 
ho  came  to  Belvidere,  where,  in  company  with  his 
brother,  L.  II.,  he  opened  a  harness  shop  and  car¬ 
riage-trimming  establishment.  A  few  years  later, 
the}"  extended  their  business,  purchasing  a  stock 
of  ready-made  clothing,  gents’  furnishing  goods, 
boots,  shoes,  etc.,  and  carried  on  the  two  stores, 
one  on  the  north  side  and  the  other  on  the  south 
side  of  the  river. 

In  1857,  Mr.  Mureh  secured  as  a  companion  and 
helpmate  on  life’s  journey  Miss  A.  Lavantia  Ams- 
den,  who  was  born  in  Chautauqua  County,  N.  Y., 
and  is  a  daughter  of  Benjamin  C.  and  Aehsah 
(Nichols)  Amsdcn.  They  have  two  children: 
Idell  B.  and  Nettie  B.  The  former  is  the  wife  of 
J.  C.  F.  Dick,  of  La  Grange,  Ill.,  and  they  have 
two  daughters:  Jean  Louise  and  Marjory  Lavanch. 

Mr.  Mureh  and  his  brother  continued  partner¬ 
ship  until  1871,  when  the  connection  was  dis¬ 
solved,  our  subject  retaining  the  harness  business, 
which  he  earned  on  until  1874.  His  brother  going 
to  Minnesota,  he  then  closed  out  the  harness  busi¬ 
ness  and  took  .charge  of  the  clothing  store,  of 
which  he  is  now  proprietor,  He  has  worked  up  a 
good  trade  and  is  now  enjoying  a  thriving  business. 
He  is  fair  and  honest  in  all  Ms  dealings  and  his 
courteous  treatment  has  won  him  a  liberal  patron¬ 
age.  lie  is  one  of  the  Directors  of  the  People’s 
Bank  and  a  stockholder  of  the  National  Hewing 
Machine  Company.  He  was  chairman  of  the  com¬ 
mittee  chosen  by  the  citizens  to  investigate  the 
Juno  Manufacturing  Company  and  take  steps  to 
secure  the  location  of  the  plant  here,  which  was 
finally  accomplished,  and  he  served  as  Director 
and  Vice-president  of  that  company. 

Boeially,  Mr.  Mureh  is  a  member  of  Big  Thunder 
Lodge  No.  28, 1.  O.  O.  F.  In  politics,  ho  is  a  Demo¬ 
crat  and  has  served  as  a  member  of  the  Tillage 
Board  of  Trustees  and  of  the  County  Board  of 
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Supervisors.  Himself  and  wife  are  members  of 
tlie  Presbyterian  Church,  of  which  he  1ms  been 
Trustee  for  a  number  of  years  and  also  one  of  the 
workers  in  the  Sabbath  school.  He  is  one  of  the 
substantial  citizens  of  Belviderc  and  annul  of 
sterling  worth,  who  by  his  upright  life  has  won 
the  confidence  of  all  and  gained  many  friends. 


jMLLIAM  WELLS  FAIRFIELD  was  born  in 
\rjff  Pittsfield,  in  1805,  and  was  the  eldest  son 
of  Capt.  Nathaniel  and  Martha  (Wells) 
Fairfield.  His  paternal  grandfather  was  a  resident 
of  Boston,  Mass.,  until  1748,  when,  becoming  im¬ 
patient  to  seek  his  own  fortune,  lie  went  with  a 
friend  to  examine  the  settling  lots  of  Pontoosuc 
and  lands  in  that  vicinity;  before  being  satisfied 
with  their  exploration,  they  became  short  of  pro¬ 
visions,  and  the  elder  man,  Daniel  Cadwell,  re¬ 
turned  to  his  home  in  Westfield  for  a  fresh  supply, 
leaving  young  Fairfield,  then  only  eighteen  years 
old,'  the  only  white  person  in  the  county,  Indians 
were  numerous  and  their  voices  he  plainly  heard 
upon  all  sides  as  he  lay  in  a  hollow  log  which  served 
him  as  a  lodging  by  night,  and  a  hiding  place  by 
day.  He  purchased  a  tract  of  land  at  that  time,  and 
having  made  his  clearing  and  built  his  log  cabin, 
revisited  his  home,  and  returned  in  1752  with  his 
wife  to  their  new  home. 

Mr.  Fairfield  and  his  wife  had  lived  there  but  a 
short  time  when  the  Indians  became  hostile,  and 
he  sent  his  wife  back  to  their  former  home  on  horse¬ 
back,  with  marked  trees  for  her  only  guide,  the 
distance  being  about  forty  miles.  He  then  turned  his 
Oxen  out  to  pasture  by  Pontoosuc  River,  putting  a 
large  bell  on  one  of  them,  and  leaving  the  place  to 
join  in  the  fight  of  subduing  the  hostile  Indians. 
After  peace  was  restored,  he  returned  to  find  the 
oxen  unharmed  and  the  boll  tinkling  a  welcome 
upon  his  approach.  That  bell  is  still  in  the  family 
of  William  W.  Fairfield,  and  prized  by  them  as  an 
historic  relic. 

Nathaniel  Fairfield  had  three  sons  born  to  him 
— John,  Enoch  and  Nathaniel,  all  of  whom  were 
born  and  died  in  Pittsfield,  Mass.,  the  last  named 


being  the  father  o£  the  subject  of  this  narrative. 
His  wife  was  Miss  Martha  Wells,  of  Wethersfield, 
Conn.,  and  they  had  live  children;  the  first,  a 
daughter,  died  in  her  third  year;  the  second  child 
was  William  Wells  Fairfield.  His  father  was  so  re¬ 
joiced  at  the  birth  of  a  son,  t  hat  he  negotiated  for  a 
large  tract  of  land  to  be  deeded  to  him,  which  was 
done  as  soon  as  practicable,  which  was  before  the 
child  was  one  month  old.  The  next  son  lived  to 
his  twentieth  year,  when  he  was  killed  by  a  falling 
tree  on  the  homestead  at  Pittsfield ;  the  daughter, 
Almyra  Jeuett,  became  the  wife  of  William  Tefft, 
Jr.,  of  Syracuse,  N.  Y.,  where  she  died  in  January, 
1889,  in  the  seventy-fifth  year  of  her  age;  Kbeu- 
ezer  lived  in  Adrian,  Mich.,  engaged  in  the  prac¬ 
tice  of  law,  and  was  a  candidate  for  Governor  at 
the  time  of  his  death, 

William  W.  remained  with  his  father  until  the 
time  of  the  death  of  the  latter,  which  occurred  m 
the  year  1837,  in  the  seventieth  year  of  his  age.  Ho 
then  felt  that  he  must  remain  as  u  protector  and 
stay  to  his  mother;  he  was  appointed  executor  of 
the  estate,  which  was  settled  to  the  satisfaction  of 
all  concerned.  After  some  years  his  health  becom¬ 
ing  impaired  by  rheumatism,  he  removed  to  Syra¬ 
cuse,  N.  Y.,  where  he  soon  recovered  from  his  alffic 
tion,  and,  being  inclined  to  an  active  life,  he 
invested  in  the  manufacture  of  salt,  buying  a  num¬ 
ber  of  salt  blocks.  He  continued  in  this  business 
until  about  1852,  when  owing  to  the  saline  moisture 
Of  tlie  air,  he  contracted  bronchitis,  which  was  so 
severe  that  his  physician  ordered  him  to  try  a 
drier  climate.  He  went  to  Wisconsin  and  was  much 
benefited  by  the  change.  Ho  there  became  inter¬ 
ested  in  school  lands,  buying  mauy  hundred  acres 
of  those,  also  a  large  amount  of  farming  land  and 
wood  land  also;  much  of  those  lands  he  owned 
long  after  coming  to  Rockford,  He  was  very  suc¬ 
cessful  in  his  ventures,  and  amassed  a  huge  fortune; 
he  made  many  trips  to  and  from  the  Northwest, 
visiting  the  most  important  points  of  the  same,  and 
came  to  love  the  country  and  people  whom  he  met. 
Their  freedom  from  artificiality  was  very  attractive 
to  him,  he  being  a  man  of  most  unassuming  man¬ 
ners,  plain  speech,  and  perfectly  honest  in  his  in- 
tent  ions. 

It  was  during  one  of  those  visits  that  Mr.  Fair- 
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of  met  w  th  many  and  heavy  losses,  being  oHl,red  l0 

S  ...end  upon  the  opinion  „f  J 

d  todsTo  f  N “  ‘'aiI"00"  *>*  eud 

bo  ds,  both  in  ISc-w  lork  and  Wisconsin,  minci 

w  Soml “rn0"  Y°rlt  Ce"ta'  ami  Hu<Iso"  Hi™ 

-  New  S  f°.  inB,Sl0Ck  in  hoth  «» Milwaukee  and 

-  New  It  oik  Central  at  the  time  of  his  decease  He 

_  ;VaYT  •ll,<‘ral  1U  °aUSes  wIlich  (Jeeme(l  worthy 

I!  T  ,>0t"  **  -d  IPestl  but 

.•  ,  rfhii  r  i  r  u,“t  u,e 

-  relatively  “’""“S'  uf  llis  l«0>o.e,  and  to  his 
dative*  he  gave  large  sums.  A  goodly  share  of 

ins  means  was  invested  in  Rockford  property  and 

*  WY  USe<  hl  deV01^  ^  Rockford  especMy 
I  iom  In*  earliest  manhood  Mr.  Fairfield  was'a 
Democrat  m  principle  and  practice,  as  no  man 
could  gain  his  approval  or  his  support  until  he  was 
y  convinced  that  he  was  honest  and  capable 
He  was  tendered  ollicial  honors  of  much  import-' 

Wmf  /°1  i  ’"t  hlS  EasU;rjl  Jlome«i  as  also  in  tilc 
West,  butlie  declined  them  ever,  havimr  no 

in  that  direction.  He  enioved  the  ^ 

,,r  cujoyut  the  acquaintance 

of  many  men  prominent  in  literary,  financial  and 
political  circles.  He  was  a  school  mate  of 
Wendell  Ilolmes,  a  warm  friend  of  Whittima^  Ex- 
,  cimtor  \  ilas  has  been  his  friend  and  legal  adviser 
foi  many  years.  In  religious  matters  he  leaned 
toward  1  resbyterianism,  although  bis  people  as 
S  1  Iar,  Wlf°’  Wer°  Ifil)iscopalian8.  He  formed  a 
eicat  liking  for  the  present  Rector  of  the  Emanuel 
IWr»l  Church  of  this  city,  the  Dean  of 
diocese,  the  Rey.  1).  C.  Peabody,  wlio  faitlifidiy 

Z  lnlm  °f  I,is  (Uviue  ollloe  duHl^ 

it  al  t  '  Z ininistering  to  him  of  spii- 
’  th,n^  !lud  eoHductod  the  services  of  tho 
funeral.  M,  Fairfidd’s  death  was  caused  by  m 

Z''  fl  Tlm  iU  m  imi)actud  Of  the 

or  iff”  n  “°  diy°aSe'  and  was  but  reeny- 
o  n  from  the  effects  of  a  previous  hurt  when 
his  spine  was  injured;  that  was  in  188')-  he 
suffered  greatly  from  that,  but  as  soon  as  be  could. 
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■was  impatient  to  see  to  Ids  affairs,  and  although, 
earnestly  entreated  not  to  venture  out,  he  persisted 
in  doing  so,  with  the  above  result;  ho  struck  in  the 
fall  upon  the  stone  coping  in  front  of  his  grounds, 
was  carried  into  the  house,  was  tenderly  placed 
upon  his  bed,  from  which  he  never  arose,  but  suf¬ 
fered  for  five  weeks  most  intensely,  when  death  re¬ 
lieved  him  of  his  agony.  His  remains  were  de¬ 
posited  in  the  receiving  vault  until  early  in  May, 
when  Mrs.  Fairfield,  having  partially  recovered 
from  a  severe  illness,  incident  to  the  great  loss 
which  she  had  sustained,  felt  it  to  be  her  duty  to 
hike  the  body  to  bis  birth-place,  which  she  did, 
and  laid  the  dear  remains  to  rest  in  the  family 
burial  place  in  Pittsfield,  Mass.,  where  repose  three 
generations  bearing  the  name  of  Bair  field.  The 
ceremony  was  performed  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Newton, 
Rector  of  St.  Paul’s  Episcopal  Church,  of  Pittsfield. 

A  fine  polished  shaft  ox  granite  and  marble  was 
placed  at  bis  bead,  with  an  appropriate  inscription, 
with  date  of  birth  and  death,  whilst  a  far  finer 
monument  of  red  sandstone  is  in  course  of  erec¬ 
tion  in  the  city  of  Ins  choice,  which  is  to  be  known 
as  the  Fairfield  Memorial  and  Parish  House  of 
Emanuel  Episcopal  Church,  Mrs.  Fairfield  having 
been  a  member  of  the  same  for  many  years.  She 
has  the  sympathy  of  all  in  her  sad  bereavement. 


apjft  LEXANDER  BLACK,  who  was  one  of  the 
((^p|  well-known  citizens  of  Rockford  for  many 
ink  years,  was  born  in  New  Brunswick,  at  .St. 
<gyl  Johns,  in  March,  1810,  and  was  a  son  of 
Dr.  Daniel  Black,  a  native  of  Paisley,  .Scotland,  who 
came  of  a  prominent  and  noble  family  of  the 
Highlands.  The  Doctor  was  a  fine  scholar  and 
well-known  physician,  also  a  prominent  member 
of  the  Masonic,  order.  When  a  young  man,  he  em¬ 
igrated  to  New  Brunswick,  opening  an  office  in 
.St.  Johns,  where  he  wedded  Miss  Mary  McCart¬ 
ney,  by  whom  he  had  eleven  children.  The  Doc¬ 
tor  was  drowned  while  crossing  the  St.  Johns 
River  on  skates,  at  the  age  of  fifty-four  years.  In 
1825,  his  widow  removed  with  her  family  to  Can¬ 
ada,  where  she  married  George  Calvert  and  spent 
the  remainder  of  her  days. 


Our  subject  was  .roared  in  Toronto  and  in  IBIS), 
during  the  gold  excitement,  wont  to  California  by 
way  of  Cape  Horn,  on  a  sailing-vessel,  where  he 
made  about  15,000.  He  then  returned  to  Toronto  by 
water,  and  after  spending  some  time  with  his  fam¬ 
ily  in  Canada,  went  back  to  the  gold  diggings  in 
California,  but  found  that  the  mine  was  then  ex¬ 
hausted.  He  afterwards  wont  to  Australia,  where 
he  spent  about  a  year  and  a  half,  returning  with 
about  $20,000.  It  was  in  1801  that  he  came  with 
his  family  to  Illinois  and  purchased  land  in  what 
is  known  as  tlie  Big  Bottoms,  in  Guilford  1  own- 
ship,  Winnebago  County,  where  ho  engaged  ex¬ 
tensively  in  farming  and  stock-raising  and  in  im¬ 
porting  horses.  For  some  years  he  was  owner  of 
« Royal  George,”  ono  of  the  finest  horses  ever 
brought  to  the  county.  Ills  farm  comprised  two 
hundred  acres  of  good  land  in  Guilford  Town¬ 
ship,  and  he  also  owned  properly  in  Rockford.  He 
spent  the  last  fifteen  years  of  his  life  in  the  oily, 
living  m  retirement. 

While  in  his  native  land,  Alexander  Black  par¬ 
ticipated  in  the  McKenzie  Rebellion,  of  which  he 
was  one  of  the  leaders.  He  had  many  narrow  es¬ 
capes,  and  finally  had  to  flee  to  the  ITniled  States, 
for  a  price  was  placed  on  his  head.  In  politics,  he 
was  a  stalwart  Republican,  and  was  a  member  of 
the  Methodist  Church.  He  lived  an  honorable,  up¬ 
right  life,  true  to  every  trust  reposed  in  him,  and 
when  called  to  his  final  rest  many  friends  mourned 
his  loss.  He  passed  away  at  home  in  Rockford, 
October  30,  1885. 

Mr.  Black  was  twice  married.  His  first  wife  died 
young,  leaving  a  child  who  died  in  infancy.  He 
then  married  Mrs.  Orpha  (Smith)Biack, also anative 
Of  Canada.  Her  first  husband  was  Dr.  I).  N.  Black, 
a  brother  of  our  subject.  Shortly  after  his  gradu¬ 
ation  from  medical  college  and  only  a  few  months 
after  his  marriage,  he  died  of  cholera  in  loronto, 
Canada.  Onto  Alex  and  Orplux  Black  were  horn 
seven  children,  aix  of  whom  are  yet  li  ving.  I  he 
mother  was  a  true  and  faithful  helpmate  to  her 
nusband.  She  survived  him  about  three  years  and 
died  on  the  3d  of  February,  1887,  at  the  age  of 
seventy-seven. 

Mrs.  Mary  McDonald,  a  daughter  of  this  worthy 
couple,  is  now  living  at  No.  209  North  Second. 
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Street.  She  is  a  worthy  lady  and  a  member  of  the 
Methodist  Church.  Her  husband,  Dr.  James  L. 
McDonald,  died  in  Pittsburg,  April  9,  1891,  of  la 
grippe.  He  was  reared  in  that  city  and  graduated 
in  the  Medical  College  of  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  after 
which  ho  made  his  home  in  Pittsburg.  Throughout 
the  Rebellion  ho  served  as  a  member  of  a  Penn¬ 
sylvania  regiment.  By  a  former  marriage  the 
Doctor  had  two  children;  Rachel,  wife  of  I)r.  Sour, 
of  Milwaukee;  and  Jennie,  wife  of  Ernest  G'odfry, 
of  Chicago.  By  her  former  marriage,  Mrs.  McDon¬ 
ald  has  two  children;  Louis  Nicholas,  who  mar¬ 
ried  Lydia  Nelson  and  resides  in  Rockford,  and 
Eliza,  now  the  wife  of  T.  0.  Largent,  proprietor 
of  a  river  boat,  “The  Queen.”  They  reside  in 
Rockford  and  have  two  children,  May  and  Lee. 

"“c  -• -•  -T' 

UCins  M.  WEST.  It  is  a  pleasure  to  in- 
III  {f3?;  corporate  in  this  volume  a  sketch  of  the 
JIA  life  and  labors  of  Mr.  L.  M.  West,  who  is 
so  well  and  widely  known,  lie  is  mentioned  as 
one  of  the  most  successful  business  men  in  the 
county, and  is  held  in  high  regard  for  his  financial 
ability  and  for  the  many  pleasing  traits  of  character 
which  he  possesses. 

Mr.  'West’s  modesty  forbids  his  stating  to  us  all 
we  desire  to  know  of  his  long,  busy  life.  We  there¬ 
fore  leave  this  history  to  be  traced  by  an  old  ac¬ 
quaintance  of  Mr.  West,  who  lias  known  liis  life 
and  habits  and  can  do  it  justice  as  we  can  not. 

Mr.  West  suffered  at  two  distinct  periods  of  his 
life  the  loss  of  all  his  possessions  by  destructive 
fires  in  the  East.  He  came  to  Rockford  in  1858  a 
poor  man  and  opened  a  very  small  retail  store  in 
rubber  goods. 

The  Pike’s  Peak  gold  excitement,  the  Campaign 
of  1860,  and  the  opening  of  the  Civil  War  made 
business  for  Mr.  West  which  ho  was  not  slow  to 
improve.  Having  knowledge  of  the  manufacture 
of  rubber  garments,  etc.,  he  solicited  orders  for 
rubber  suite  and  camp  blankets  for  miners,  for 
wide-awake  suits  for  the  campaign,  which  he  made 
by  the  thousands,  and  for  camp  blankets  and  out¬ 
fits  for  soldiers. 

For  two  or  three  years,  our  subject  worked  nights 


from  12  to  ff  o’clock  manufacturing,  and  ran  the 
store  through  the  day.  In  1862,  he  bought  a 
i  saloon  property  where  M.  M,  Carpenter’s  shoe 
j  store  now  stands,  on  West  State  Street,  and  built 
that  store,  which  was  was  then  one  of  the  best  store 
buildings  on  the  block.  He  now  added  leather 
boots  and  shoes  to  his  rubber  stock.  This  retail 
business  he  pursued,  all  told,  for  twelve  years,  after 
which  he  commenced  a  jobbing  trade  in  his  cele¬ 
brated  Enamel  Carriage  Top  Dressing,  which  lie  had 
manufactured  in  a  small  way  for  several  years. 

Mr,  West  has  spent  a  small  fortune  in  advertising 
his  business,  until  he.  is  now  selling  his  goods  in 
every  important  town  and  city  in  the  United 
States  and  many  parts  of  Europe.  He  has  done 
much  to  advertise  his  own  city,  having  sent  out 
for  some  years  into  every  part  of  this  country  as 
many  as  five  hundred  thousand  business  circulars 
annually,  besides  advertising  in  many  American 
and  foreign  periodicals,  Beside  this,  he  traveled 
throughout  thirty  States  of  the  Union,  from  three 
thousand  to  six  thousand  miles  every  year,  for 
r  ipn  years,  to  solicit  and  establish  trade  in  his 
t  ds. 

In  this  way,  Rockford  has  been  advertised  world 
wide,  until  Mr.  West’s  products  have  become 
standard  goods  of  the  two  continents.  Such  an 
enterprise  lias  been  an  important  factor  in  helping 
to  make  Rockford  what  it  is.  No  small  amount  of 
money  through  this  channel  has  come  to  Rockford 
for  the  past  twenty- five  or  thirty  years.  A  mod¬ 
erate  estimate  would  be  several  hundred  thousand 
dollars. 

Besides  this  business,  Mr.  West  has  owned  and 
handled  considerable  real  estate,  having  owned 
acre  land  in  Kansas,  Iowa,  Minnesota,  Wisconsin, 
Illinois,  Ohio,  and  lots  in  Chicago,  and  not  a  few 
houses  and  lots  in  Rockford.  In  1885,  he  put  his 
manufacturing  business  into:  the  L.  M.  West  Manu¬ 
facturing  Co.,  with  a  capital  stock  of  $40,000.  him¬ 
self  and  family  retaining  most  of  the  stock.  The 
officers  elected  were:  L.  M.  West,  President;  E.  S. 
West,  Vice-President;  L.  J.  West,  Superintendent; 
II.  II.  West,  Secretary.  All  these  officers  now  hold 
their  positions  in  the  company  except  his  youngest 
son,  L.  J.,  who  is  now  engaged  in  the  real-estate 
business. 
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Benjamin  West,  grand  fa  titer  of  the  subject  of 
this  sketch,  was  born  September  17, 1752,  Although 
a  young  man,  he  did  good  service  in  the  War  of 
the  Revolution.  Elijah  West,  father  of  Mr.  L.  M. 
West,  was  born  July  2,  1785,  and  went  through 
the  War  of  1812.  Both  Benjamin  and  Elijah  were 
born  and  reared  in  Columbia  County,  N.  Y.,  and 
were  of  sturdy  Scotch  descent  The  mother  of  the 
subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  in  Hatfield,  Conn,, 
December  9,  1890.  Her  maiden  name  was  Sally 
Smith  Wate. 

Our  subject  was  born  June  19,  1820,  at  Vernon 
Center,  Oneida  County,  N,  Y.  He  bad  his  early 
religious  training  for  twelve  years  in  the  Preshy* 
terian  Church  of  that  place,  of  which  his  parents 
wore  members.  He  lived  in  this  and  the  adjoin¬ 
ing  town  of  Verona  eighteen  years.  Sixteen  years 
of  this  time  were  mostly  devoted  to  school.  Many 
and  vivid  are  the  scenes  Of  the  old  school  days  of 
nearly  two  generations  ago. 

Mr.  West  entered  upon  mercantile  life  in  the 
spring  of  1837,  jobbing  goods  in  towns  and  cities 
throughout  the  State  of  New  York,  with  a  pair  of 
heavy  horses,  as  was  the  custom  in  those  days,  be¬ 
fore  railroads  were  so  common  and  when  the  Erie 
Canal  was  a  small  ditch,  and  the  New  York  Cen¬ 
tral  Railroad,  single  track,  was  in  its  infancy,  run¬ 
ning  on  CxlQ-ineh  timbers,  running  lengthwise 
across  the  ties, 'with  wagon  tire  iron,  two  and  one- 
Indf  inches  wide,  for  the  wheels  to  run  on-— a  big 
thing  in  those  days. 

On  the  22d  of  May,  1 842v  Mr.  West  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Sarah  A.  Stur levant,  of  the 
town  of  Verona,  Oneida  County,  N.  Y.  This  has 
proved  a  most  happy  union,  the  result  of  which  is 
three  highly-respected,  young  business  men:  Ham¬ 
ilton  II.,  Elliot  S.  and  L.  Judson,  all  married  and 
well  settled  in  business  in  Rockford.  They  arc 
sons  of  whose  usefulness,  culture  and  refinement, 
any  parents  could  justly  be  proud. 

Mr.  West,  in  speaking  of  his  conversion  to  the 
Christian  religion  in  1837,  at  which  time  he  united 
with  the  Baptist  Church  in  Vernon  Center,  N.  Y., 
his  native  town,  says:  “The  Lord  took  me  into 
business  partnership  with  Him  that  same  year,  and 
we  have  worked  together  harmoniously  ever  since. 
No  partner  like  Him.  He  furnishes  all  the  capital 


and  skill,  is  a  good  Director,  and  safe  Counselor." 
Mr.  West  expresses  unbounded  faith  in  the  Holy 
Scriptures  ns  the  inspired  word  of  God  given  to 
man  as  his  guide  in  this  life  and  to  the  li  fe  to  come, 
through  the  Divine  Christ,  as  therein  revealed. 

Being  naturally  averse,  to  public  political  office, 
he  has  never  sought  or  accepted  such  position  but 
has  devoted  himself  to  moral  and  religious  lines  of 
work.  He  has  been  a  life-long  Anti-slavery,  Pro¬ 
hibition  Republican,  always  holding  up  these, 
principles  in  his  party  with  strong  faith  in  the 
ultimate  triumph  of  the  Temperance  cause,  as  on 
the  question  of  human  slavery.  Church  and  Sun¬ 
day-school  mission  work,  combined  with  diligent, 
attention  to  secular  business,  lms  always  been  his 
ambition.  Mr.  West  attributes  bis  success  in  busi¬ 
ness  £ife  to  this  combination.  He  says  bis  business 
partner  1ms  carried  him  'through  ail  the  groat 
financial  crises  from  1837  to  the  present  without  a 
'break;  although  the  stones  were  sometimes  set  so 
close  that  they  ground  pretty  fine,  yet  lie  never 
lost  faith,  in  Divine  Providence  and  hard  work. 

Mr.  West  spent  twelve  years  in  New  Haven 
County,  Conn.,  where  ho  was  engaged  with  the 
Goodyear  Rubber  Company  three  years,  supoHu- 
{  tending  the  manufacture  of  rubber  clothing  and 
Other  fabrics,  and  nine  years  lie  superintended 
the  vulcanising,  finishing,  [lacking  and  shipping 
departments  with  a  large  force  of  men.  Product, 
three  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  pairs  of  bouts 
and  shoes  annually.  Regular  working  time,  twelve 
hours  per  day  all  through  the  twelve  yeans. 

In  this  -  manufacturing  district,  Naugatuck, 
Conn.,  was  a  largo  field  for  mission  work,  personal 
religious  work  and  family  visiting.  Here,  their 
house  was  opened  every  week  for  seven  years  for 
religious  meetings  for  the  operatives,  always  well 
attended  and  many  times  crowded. 

In  1854,  Mr,  West  was  chosen  Deacon  ni  the 
Baptist  Church  of  Waterbary,  Conn.,  of  which 
church  his  wife  and  himself  were  members.  In 
1858,  he  moved  his  family  to  Rockford.  The  fol¬ 
lowing  year,  they  took  up  tlmir  abode  on  the 
corner  of  .South  Madison  and  Walnut  Streets, 
where  they  still  reside.  Mr.  West  united  with  the 
Second, now  called  the  State  Street,  Baptist  Church. 
The  same  year,  he  was  chosen  Chairman  of  the 


building  committee,  for  the  erection  of  llX  tat 

~;Tr dMpclonUie 

*7  I  m  ,Strects-  The  following  year,  ho  was 

“r of  thc  cluu'ch’ in  ^  <***  £ 

seivod  to  the  present  time.  In  I860,  he  was  elected 

di  va  l  COn8fiCUtlve  ***  which  in  those 

f/L’  Uiy0U,^  cJ,urch  during  the  building 
,  .  1>,cscnt  lar&°  and  commodious  house  of 
worslnpon  the  corner  of  Third  and  State  S^eete 

solicit  aT?lC*-  .Ih°  j!lborio»s  duties  then  were  to 

t  rr  rndooiiectftom  and  w  mi 

nUs.  A  few  words  token  from  the  auditing  com. 

co  report  will  not  be  amiss  here.  To  erect  this 
church  edifice  within  the  prescribed  limit  of  cost 
.  ine  contracts  for  different  parts  of  the  building 
were  necessary.  They  say;  «Wo,  the  underside! 
comm.ttoo,  appointed  to  audit  the  accounts  of 
'  of  the  State  Street  Baptist  Church  and 

bon  T llbTmg  tlM?  d0tail8  0f  th0  &<*ounta  have 
ban  enabled  1o  understand,  and  appreciate  Mr 
Wests  formablo  difficulties,  which  have  been 

rizTf,  u'v,,e,w  ,v,ik"' “ 

his  efforts,  and  his  liberality  in  Inherit) o-  for  the 
interests  of  the  church  and  society.*’  ° 

In  18C1,  Mr.  West  was  elected  President  0f  the 
loting  Men  s  Christian  Association,  then  string  t 
Sl.ug  with  depletion  from  ;  K  1 i 

sB,n' onlif h  ,i'°  'v“r  «*•  «*»  >’»■•»»■  i.  ft 
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liMlKMn  .  nourishing  school  i„  that  place,  cv"  an 
Mr°  Woaf !  'T  y<'n,''S  in 

in  Ins  own  clmrcl,  f„r  tMrtv  Cl"M  J" 

»m  *££!?'’  >'  M":  ‘n-POft-WI  the  he, 

A  ,  itiof !  "Tmg  "'",I  1,1  Woodruff-,  at 
Addition,  a  luesday  evening  prayer  meeting  and  for 

also  organized  a  mission  Sunday-school,  both  of  Lb 
winch  he  sustained  weekly  for  three  and  one  half  'j 
years,  furnishing  the  building  for  use,  until  failing  elm 
^ith  prevented  Ho  was  five  years  Treasurer  of  nov 
Winnebago  (.minty  Bible  Society.  He  is  a  life  wor 
member  of  the  Baptist  Home  Mission,  Foreign  mm 
Mission,  and  Education  Societies.  He  is  also  a  life  StoJ 
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XST?  ??  Dircctorof  «>«  American  Bible 

I  Society,  In  h,s  grft,  for  Christian  work,  he  is 
said  t°  he  liberal  to  a  fault  These  are  a  few  of 
tto  thousands  of  little  things  which  we  are  glad  to 
note,  that  go  toward  making  a  useful  and  happy 

n  will  bo  seen  that  Mr.  West's  life  has  not  been 
unsettled  and  roving.  He  spent  twcnty-sc™  ye  “ 
»h,s  native  State,  twelve  years  in  New  iCen 

Thu”fo’„sl"'nn<i  ‘"irtJ'-three  Rockford. 

Ihus  considerably  more  than  half  0f  Ids  business 

life  has  been  spent  on  the  site  of  his  present  beauti- 
ul,  commodious  home,  erected  by  himself  about 

ii  errr’  w“k  tira  iovi,,g  c»mp»”iou  »f 

host  of  old  n  C  SOnS  Md  tl,cir  fnmi,ioa  »”<i  a 
lost  of  old  and  young  Wends,  they  have  iust 

celebrated  their  fiftieth  marriage  anniversan  or 

ttetrir,‘'h,S'an<n°"Bmayt,^i-‘»“- 


J |  AMES  G.  MANLOVE,  deceased,  was  born 
m  Dover,  Del.,  December  15,  1812,  and  died 
at  his  borne  in  Rockford,  November  6, 1891, 
at  the  age  of  seventy-eight.  IIis  paren  ts  and 
?  «  ndjiarents  were  also  natives  of  Delaware,  but  the 
family  is  of  Welsh  descent,  having  been  Ztod 
n  America,  prior  to  the  Revolutionary  Cb\ 
emigrants  from  Wales.  John  Manlove.  fa  h  r  of 
o«r  subject,  grew  to  manhood  in  his  native  dtf 
Dover  and  there  spent  his  entire  life,  a  respected 
and  valued  citizen.  For  thirty  years  he  en77ed 
.  l)ankmS  business  and  was  quite  prominent 
m  public  affairs.  lie  wedded  Miss  Mary  A,  Uf- 
ferty,  ana  both  he  and  his  wife  were  Jeadhm  mem 
bets  of  the  Methodist  Church.  His  death  occurred 
at  the  age  of  fifty*!*.  His  wife  survived  i 
for  some  tune,  and  died  in  Pennsylvania  at  an 
advanced  age. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  the  eM..,t  of 
cloven  children,  but  it  is  probable  that  nmi'e  are 
now  living.  The  days  of  his  boyhood  and  youth 
wore  spent  in  his  native  State,  after  which  he  re 
moved  to  Pennsylvania,  and  in  Saltsbur*  that 
‘  UU°  ht'  fwrmcd  n  matrimonial  alliance'  with 
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Miss  Juliet  Sterctt,  who  was  born  in  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  August  10,  1.817,  her  father  juul  grand¬ 
father  both  spending  their  entire  lives  within 
its  borders.  The  former,  Andrew  Sterctt,  was 
born  in  Franklin  County' and  married  Miss  Eliz¬ 
abeth  MePheron,  whose  father  was  a  prominent 
Presbyterian  clergyman  of  the  Keystone,  State, 
where  he  lived  and  died.  His  wife,  whose  maiden 
name  was  Elizabeth  McC’roskey,  died- in  Franklin 
County.  Both  she  and  her  husband  w<;>e  of  Scotch 
descent.  After  his  marriage,  Andrew  Sterctt  re¬ 
moved  to  Westmoreland  County',  Pa.,  where  ho 
engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  salt,  On  the  dis¬ 
covery  of  gold  in  California,  he  crossed  the  plains 
to  that  State,  and  there  lost  his  health.  Hop¬ 
ing  to  benefit  it,  he  started  for  Australia  but 
died  on  board  the  vessel,  his  remains  being  buried 
in  the  sea.  He  was  then  in  middle  life  and  las 
wife  died  at  the  age  of  forty-two  yenra.  Both 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sterctt  were  members  of  the  Pres¬ 
byterian  Church. 

The  month  of  May,  1851,  witnessed  the  arrival 
of  Mr.  Manlovc,  our  subject,  in  Rockford,  where 
he  resided  for  forty  years.  Ho  had  formerly'  spent 
seven  years  in  La  Fayette  County,  Wis.,  and,  hav¬ 
ing  studied  law,  was  there  admitted  to  the  Bar 
and  elected  Justice  of  the  Peace.  On  coming  to 
Rockford,  lie  opened  a  law  office,  And  here  began 
the  practice  of  his  chosen  profession.  Again,  lie 
was  elec  led  Justice  of  the  Peace  and  Police.  Magis¬ 
trate,  serving  as  such  for  years,  and  was  Aider- 
man  of  the  Fifth  Ward  for  live  years.  In  wlmt-  1 
ever  position  he  was  called  upon  to  fill,  he  proved 
a  capable  officer,  discharging  his  duties  promptly  ' 
and  faithfully.  In  politics,  he  was  a  stalwart 
supporter  of  Republican  principles,  and  was  a  ! 
warm  friend  of  temperance.  lie  lived  to  see  the  j 
many  changes  which  transformed  Rockford  from  j 
a  village  to  a  thriving  and  popular  city  and  ever  ! 
bore  his  share  in  its  upbuilding  and  advancement.  ! 
He  was  a  prominent  and  influential  man,  a  well-  ' 
known  citizen,  and  was  held  in  high  esteem  by 
all.  He  had  been  reared  in  the  faith  of  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  but  after  locating  in  this  city  joined  ; 
the  .Second  Congregational  Church,  in  which  he 
was  .an  active  worker.  He  was  a  teacher  and 
Superintendent  of  the  Sunday-school  for  many 


years,  and  was  also  Clerk  in  the  church.  His  life, 
|  well  and  worthily  spent,  might  well  servo  as  an 
example  to  others. 

j  Mrs.  Man  love  is  still  living  at  the  old  home. 

■  Siie,  too,  is  a  faithful  member  of  the  Second  Con- 
!  gregfttional  Church,  and,  like  her  husband,  do- 
i  lights  in  doing  good.  Her  children  have  been 

roared  in  that  way,  and  the.v,  too,  belong  to  the 
same  church.  Of  the  family,  four  sons  and  a 
daughter  are  yet  living. 

/J^IIARLKS  0.  NELSON,  of  the  firm  of  Nol- 
(((  jj.  son  it  Walgren,  proprietors  of  a  grocery 
a  u  d  meat  market,  located  at  No.  602  Seven  (h 
*  Street,  Rockford,  is  a  native  of  Sweden.  He  was 
|  bora  on  the  22d  of  May,  1851,  and  is  a  son  of 
j  Nols  G.  Pearson.  His  parents  and  the  entire 
|  family  came  to  this  country,  and  his  father  is  still, 
j  living  in  Rockford,  at  the  age  of  seventy  years. 

■  Ufa  wife  died  about  eight  years  ago,  at  the  age  of 
j  fifty-six  years.  She  was  a  member  of  the  Zion 
i  Lutheran  Church,  to  which  Mr.  Pearson  also  be¬ 
longs.  Two  daughters  of  the  family  are  yelliv- 
iug:  Airs.  Emily  Nelson  and  Mrs.  Hannah  Jones, 
both  residents  of  Rockford. 

Our  subject  spent  the  days  of  his  boyhood  and 
;  youth  in  his  native  country,  and  about,  the  time 
,  lie  attained  his  majority,  having  determined  to 
try  his  fortune  in  the.  New  World,  lie  sailed  from 
Sweden  to  Quebec,  Canada,  and  thence  came 
to  the  United  States,  locating  in  Rockford,  where 
he  has  since  resided.  This  was  in  1861),  and  lie 
was  the  first  of  the  family  to  cross  the  broad  At¬ 
lantic.  Ho  learned  the  trade  of  a  blacksmith  and 
was  employed  as  a  journeyman  for  some  time, 
after  which  lie  learned  the  cabinet-maker’s  trade 
and  was  engaged  in  the  Rockford  Central  Furni¬ 
ture  Company's  works,  whore  he  remained  for 
live  years.  In  the  meantime,  ho  had  become  a 
stockholder  of  the  company.  Since  1887  he  has 
devoted  lus  entire  attention  to  his  present  lnisi* 
ness,  having  charge  of  the  moat  market,  while  his 
partner  attends  to  the  grocery  department.  The 
double  store  which  they  occupy  was  built  by  them 
and  is  40x50  feet.  From  the  beginning,  their 
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tnute  1ms  constantly  increased,  ami  by  the  exer¬ 
cise  of  good  business  ability  and  by  their  court- 
eyas  treatment  they  have  won  a  liberal  patron- 
^r>  Nelson  is  also  a  stockholder  in  the 
Skanclin  Plow  Company,  the  Central  Furniture 
Factory,  the  Skandia,  Brick  Company  and  the 
Rockford  Manufacturing  Company.  He  began 
life  empty-handed,  having  neither  capital  nor 
influential  friends  to  aid.  him,  but  has  made  the 
most  of  his  opportunities  and  has  worked  his  way 
steadily  upward,  winning  success  and  prosperity. 
He  is  now  well-to-do  and  bids  fair  to  obtain 
aftluenco.  Himself  and  sisters  are  all  members  of 
the  Zion  Lutheran  Church,  and  in  his  political 
,  affiliations  Mr.  Nelson  is  a  Republican.  As  every 
true  American  citizen  should  do, be  feeds  an  inter¬ 
est  in  political  affairs,  but  has  never  sought  public 
office, 

Jf  AUG C ST  -JOHNSON  is  a  stockholder,  Di¬ 
rector  and  Superintendent  of  the  Central 
Furniture  Company  of  Rockford,  which  was 
established  in  1879,  and  now  furnishes  em¬ 
ployment.  for  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  men. 
It  is  one  of  the  leading  industries  of  the  city,  and 
much  of  its  success  is  due  to  the  untiring  efforts 
and  earnest  work  of  our  subject. 

Mr,  Johnson,  whose  portrait  is  herewith  pre¬ 
sented,  is  a  native  of  Sweden,  born  September  18, 
I860.  Ills  father,  John  Nelson,  is  yet  living  in 
that  country,  where  throughout  life  he  has  fol¬ 
lowed  agricultural  pursuits.  He  has  long  been  a 
member  of  the  Swedish  Lutheran  Church,  to  which 
his  wife  also  belonged.  Her  death  occurred  in 
1 8G8,  at  the  age  of  forty-five  years.  Two  sons  of 
the  family  have  come  to  this  country  since  the  emi¬ 
gration  of  our  subject:  Gustaf,  who  is  now  de¬ 
ceased;  and  Mangnes,  a  cabinet-maker  in  the  Cen¬ 
tral  Furniture  Factory  of  this  city. 

The  early  life  of  August  Johnson  was  spent  in 
the  land  of  his  birth  and  his  education  was  ac¬ 
quired  in  the  schools  of  his  native  Province.  He 
there  learned  the  trade  of  a  cabinet-maker,  serv¬ 
ing  an  apprenticeship  and  thus  becoming  a  skilled 
workman.  In  1882,  "when  twenty-two  years  of 


age,  ho  hade  good-bye  to  home  and  friends  and 
sailed  for  the  New  World,  since  which  time  lie  has 
been  a  resident  of  Rockford.  He  chose  as  a  com¬ 
panion  and  helpmate  on  life’s  journey  Miss  Helen 
B.  Engbretson,  their  union  being  celebrated  in  this 
city.  The  lady  was  horn  in  Norway,  in  August, 
I860,  and  in  1868  eamc  to  this  country  with  her 
parents,  John  and  Ulrickn  Engbretson,  who  are  now 
residents  of  Durand,  III.,  and  arc  well  advanced  in 
years.  Her  father  is  a  mason  by  trade  but  has  also 
followed  the  occupation  of  farming.  Mrs.  John- 
son  is  an  intelligent  and  cultured  lady  who  has  ac¬ 
quired  the  greater  part  of  her  education  in  this 
country. 

By  the  union  of  our  subject  and  his  wife  have 
beon  born  two  children:  Glen  R.  and  Wayne 
Leslie.  The  parents  are  both  members  of  the  First 
Congregational  Church  and  are  people  of  wide 
acquaintance  in  this  community  and  prominent  in 
the  circles  of  society  in  which  they  move.  In 
politics,  Mr.  Johnson  has  been  a  supporter  of  Re¬ 
publican  principles  since  becoming  an  American 
citizen.  It  was  a  fortunate  day  for  him  when  he 
determined  to  make  his  home  in  America,  for  he 
has  here  been  blessed  with  prosperity  and  lias 
worked  his  way  upward  to  a  prominent  position 
and  become  well-to-do.  lie  now  owns  a  pleasant 
home  at  No.  704  Seminary  Street,  where  with  his 
family  he  resides,  an  esteemed  citizen  of  the  com¬ 
munity. 


Jl  OHN  II.  MANNY.  Tne  history  of  Winne¬ 
bago  County,  and  indeed  of  the  State  of  Illi- 
|  nois,  would  not  be  complete  without  some 
record  of  John  II.  Manny,  the  inventor  of 
the  famous  real) in g  and  mowing  machine,  which, a 
quarter  of  a  century  ago,  made  his  name  a  house¬ 
hold  word  throughout  the  States.  Mr.  Franny  was 
born  in  Amsterdam,  N.  Y.,  November  28,  1825. 
He  possessed  a  mechanical  turn  of  mind,  and  at  an 
early  age  made  invention  a  study. 

About  fifty-five  years  ago,  our  subject  accom¬ 
panied  his  father  to  Illinois,  and  settled  in  Stephen¬ 
son  Comity,  where,  although  his  advantages  were 
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limited,  be  still  continued  to  take  delight  in  origi¬ 
nating  new  ideas  for  invention,  taking'  machinery 
apart,  altering  and  improving,  or  adding  new 
parts,  as  their  utility  seemed  to  require.  Ho  was 
industrious  at  school,  and  among  the  other  pupils 
was  noted  for  perseverance. 

The  attention  of  Mr.  Manny  was  directed,  about 
1846,  to  the  need  of  a  reaper  (a machine  then  com¬ 
paratively  unknown  in  this  country),  by  the  pur¬ 
chase  by  his  father  of  a  heading  machine,  which 
failed  entirely  to  do  the  work  designed.  He  and 
his  father  promptly  set  to  work  to  alter  and  im¬ 
prove  the  machine  to  suit  their  wants,  and  to  do 
this,  found  it  necessary  to  almost  completely  make 
a  new  machine  of  it  before  it  would  do  satisfac¬ 
tory  work.  They  then  patented  their  improve¬ 
ment,  and  commenced  building  heading  machines 
for  sale.  Their  machine  was  very  successful  as  a 
header,  but  was  so  expensive  to  manufacture  that 
it  was  beyond  the  means  of  the  farmers  to  pur¬ 
chase,  and  the  result  was  that  they  lost  nearly  all 
they  had  invested  in  the  enterprise. 

This  failure,  however,  only  spurred  our  subject 
to  greater  exertions,  and  lie  set  about  experiment¬ 
ing  for  a  machine  for  cutting  grain  and  grass.  lie 
was  discouraged  and  laughed  at,  but  lie  toiled  on, 
overcoming  one  defect  after  another,  until  the  ma¬ 
chine  could  reap  well  and  cut  grass  nicely,  and 
then  his  triumph  was  complete.  His  means  had 
been  entirely  exhausted  in  his  experiments,  but  by 
the  aid  of  friends  he  proceeded,  the  ensuing  year, 
to  build  forty  machines.  Owing  to  a  defect  in  the 
sickles,  which  had  been  procured  of  a  manufac¬ 
turer  who  claimed  to  be  experienced  in  the  busi¬ 
ness,  these  proved  to  be  a  disastrous  failure.  'Phis 
was  another  test  of  Mr.  Manny’s  perseverance  un¬ 
der  difficulties,  which,  to  ordinary  men,  would 
have  been  hopelessly  discouraging.  He  was  left 
with  an  incubus  of  debt  banging  over  him,  and, 
worse  than  this,  the  damaging  reputation  of  his 
machines  by  their  failure  that  year.  These  difficul¬ 
ties,  however,  only  served  to  stimulate  him  to  re¬ 
newed  effort,  and  lie  went  patiently  to  work  to 
retrieve  the  disaster.  From  the  experience  of  the  i 
previous  year,  it  was  evident  that  to  insure  sne- 
scss  the  sickle  must  he  improved.  No  part  of  the  . 
machine  is  so  essentially  important  to  he  just  right  i 


as  this,  and  upon  it  depends  the.  success  of  the 
whole  machine.  In  this  crisis,  a  series  of  experi¬ 
ments  was  made  for  perfecting  sickles,  and  a  sat¬ 
isfactory  result  arrived  at.  Tie  also  succeeded  in 
making  arrangements  to  proceed  with  the  manu¬ 
facture  of  machines  for  1852,  and  that,  year  built 
eighty- four,  adding  such  improvements  as  prac¬ 
tical  experience  suggested.  These  were  a  perfect 
success. 

In  .July  of  that  year,  the  great  reaper  trial  at 
Geneva,  N.  Y.,  was  hold.  In  this  contest  for  su¬ 
premacy,  Mr.  Manny’s  reaper  came  in  competition 
with  eleven  other  machines.  The  result  of  that 
contest  is  well  known  to  the  public.  We  need  not 
repeat  it.  The  excellence  of  Mr.  Manny’s  ma¬ 
chine  was  more  fully  established,  and  henceforth 
the  demand  for  his  machine  continued  to  increase, 
until  at  the  time  of  his  death  ho  was  at  the  head 
of  the  largest  reaper  business  in  the  world, 

In  the  spring  of  1853,  Mr.  Manny  was  induced 
to  remove  to  Rockford,  and  manufactured  for  the 
harvest  of  that  year  four  hundred  machines,  The 
popularity  of  the  machines  still  eon  tinned  to  in¬ 
crease,  and  the  demand  lmd  now  become  so  great, 
and  the  business  so  extensive,  that  it  was  deemed 
desirable  to  secure  interested  assistance  in  its  man¬ 
agement.  Accordingly,  in  1851,  Messrs.  Wait  and 
Sylvester  Talcott  became  associated  with  Mr, 
Manny  in  its  management  as  partner’s,  under  the 
name  of  .1.  II.  Manny  A  Co.,  and  during  this  year 
upwards  of  one  thousand  machines  were  manufac¬ 
tured  and  sold.  In  1855,  Jesse  Blinn  and  Ralph 
Emerson,  Jr,,  were  also  added  to  the  firm,  and  the 
firm’s  name  changed  to  Manny  A  Co.,  the  business 
also  still  continuing  to  increase.  Mr.  Manny’s 
overtasked  brain  had  by  this  time  so  worn  upon 
his  physical  frame,  Unit  he  was  obliged  to  give  up 
the  business  management  to  his  partners,  lie,  how¬ 
ever,  continued  to  make  improvements  on  his  ma¬ 
chine,  until  twenty-three  patents  were  issued  to 
him— embracing  thirty-three  distinct  claims. 

In  the  year  1855,  the  competition  between  the 
McCormick  and  the  Manny  reapers  had  become 
fierce.  McCormick  commenced  suit  in  the  Fed¬ 
eral  Court  at  Chicago,  to  enjoin  the  successors  of 
Manny  from  using  what  was  called  the  “divider” 
or  “shoe,”  which  precedes  the  sickle,  and  parts  the 


v'enloil  111"  •  •  1  10  'l"Kiti<™  Who  first  in- 

Oon -f  >  ^  "“Kl  lly  Th"  Circuit 

Con,tu18mi*i!  McCormick's  hill,  ami  ho  carried 

wherof'  t0,‘  .OSupromoOMlrtof  me United States, 
h  r,  “  “T  U'C  Ci^”ihCo„rt  to,  affirmed 
,  lima  m ttUun.ng  Mr.  Mn„„ys  riKl,t  as  „„  inv„„t„,' 

ill  l'l°'‘U  S™Ul"  0,,t  ■»  Bold  of  lodged 

of'i  i,rnM"''tC  'Vitnm  to  1110  ,mll»SKinK  toll 

John  II.  Manny,  ns  well  as  to  his  genius, 
mo  1  a"  pC'Ifib,'fC(l  8uit  in™lvcd  as  counsel  such 
I  ,Z  'm0n  Kt,wi»  M-  Stanton. 

filst  trial  of  the  cause,  Abraham  Lincoln 
wnH  employed,  and  afferward  referred  to  l,is»l,(„)o 

.Ce  or'  ”,  “  Bim  to  stump  the 

State  ot  Illinois  ,r,th  Douglas,  „„d  tvi.icl,  logicallr 
.  Should  he  added,  made  him  the  most  famous  of 
au  the  Presidents. 

The  suit,  also  exemplified  the  extreme  heights  to 
wlneli  a  private  properly  right  will  be  carried  in  a 
IlopoblKt  where  the  parties  involved  have  the 
means  to  carry  on  the  contest.  It  was  i„  this 
justly  famous  litigation,  that  Justice  Daniel  in  do.. 
ivonng  a  dissenting  opinion,  referring  to  the 
testimony  «f  professionals  said:  "Tim  reveries 
thcy  may  often  lie  called,  of  a  class  of  men  SH«i 
experts  are  often  as  skillfui  and  effective  in  ^ 

IniTh/*  ,rity  fm<1  Cn'°raK  hl  thfl0,ueW“««n  of 

KaHy  in  the  autumn  of  185fi,  it  was  seen  that 
M,  Manny  could  not  livelong.  That  remor^ 
ess  destroyer,  consumption,  had  fixed  its  seal  upon 
!"*’•  He  was  an  untiring  worker,  far  above  his 
physical  strength,  which  undoubtedly  laid  the 
fouudatmn^f  his  disease,  which  first  began  to  show 

Hr!  i  KS,)2‘  lu  tlu>  vtMT  hist  moments  of  his 
o  le  was  devoted  to  his  great  work;  and  his 
groat  ambition,  after  the  cummcnoomcnt  of  Ids  i„. 
vcaliou,  seemed  to  he  to  lt  ta 

On  the  31st  of  January,  lHftfi,  Mr.  Manny  died 
while  yet  m  (lie  full  prime  of  life,  scarce'  thirty 
years  of  age,  just  os  his  fame  was  becoming  known 
n  >(>Ul  ‘S"U‘S  of  l,K“  Atlantic.  Death,  tl.e  «o-eat 
reaper,  claimed  him  as  a  victim,  and  ho  peacefully 
last'd  to  that  “bourne  whence  no  traveler  re¬ 
turns." 
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I"  his  moral  character,  Mr.  Manny  led  a  spotless 
hfo,  and  his  memory  is  cherished  by  all  who  en¬ 
joyed  ins  personal  acquaintance.  Frank,  open- 
hearted,  generous  to  a  fault,  and  possessing  the 
attributes  of  a  true  man,  lie  was  emphatically  one 
of  nature ’s  n oblemen .  ’  ’ 


J"1  CHIN  A.  WALOREN  is  another  ot  Eook. 
toid  s  Swedish  residents  who  has  proved  a 
valued  citizen  of  this  community.  lie  was 
born  in  Sweden,  October  11,  18G0,  and  is  a 
son  of  Andrew  J.  Waigren.  In  1873,  ids  parents 
w.U  tiieir  family  crossed  the  Atlantic  to  America, 

c i  v  m;  7  ?m’"'  llvinffn  rctira'  lif0  <»  Ok 

r  i<K'  '  '  Ci"S  ab0Ut  S'X*T  years  of  ago. 

His  wife,  who  ,s  now  sixty-three  years  of  ago,  is 
m  t|.nle  feeble  health.  l!„th  arc  members  of  the 
|  -^'edish  Lutheran  Cluirch,  and  Mr.  Waigren  is  a 
i  Ivepuh Lean  in  polities.  This  worthy  couple  have 
a  family  of  four  children,  all  of  whom  are  now 
mug  in  Rockford.  John  A.  is  the  eldest;  Cliris- 
Lua  I,.  ,s  the  wife  of  F.  A.  Youngquist,  of  Rockford  • 
August,  who  is  connected  with  the  Co-operative 
I'urmturn  Company  of  this  city,  married  Amanda 
. nborg,  and  Andrew  G,  the  youngest,  is  employed 
m  ins  brother  John’s  store. 

Our  subject  led  to  the  marriage  altar  Miss  Ma- 
tdda  1.  Johnson,  of  Pecatonica,  this  county.  The 
lady  was  there  horn  and  reared,  and  acquired  a 
flood  education,  8ho  is  highly  respected  among 
i  the  young  Swedish  people  of  this  city,  her  intelli- 

I  fTr  n"  ,T°f  att&*  h0r  for  that  position. 

;  IIu  father,  (  arl  J.  Johnson,  enlisted  for  the  late 
war  and  gave  ids  life  in  defense  of  the  old  flag 
His  wife  mod  in  1879,  at  the  age  of  forty  years.  “ 

I  nto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Waigren  have  been  horn  two 
children!  Roy  A.  (deceased)  and  Rena  A.  In  Ids 
political  alllliations,  Mr.  Waigren  is  a  Republican. 
Ilnnself  and  wife  are  members  of  the  FirM,  Lath- 
mn  Church  of  tins  city.  lie  resided  upon  a  farm 
m  1  ecatoniea  Township  from  LS73  until  1882 
when  he  came  to  Rockford.  For  four  y,ars  lie’ 
engaged  m  the  grocery  business,  lief  ore  the  firm  of 
Nelson  *  'Waigren  was  established  in  1886  In 
this  connection,  he  conducted  a  grocery  and  meat- 
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market,  the  management  of  the  whole  concern  be¬ 
ing  entirely  under  his  control.  The  business  in¬ 
creased  to  such  an  extent  that  the  (inn  purchased 
the  southeast  corner  of  Fifth  Avenue  and  Seventh 
Street,  where  they  built  a  double  store,  forty  feet 
front  and  fifty  feet  deep. 

Recently,  Mr.  Walgrcn  sold  his  interest  in  the 
grocery  and  meat  business  to  his  partner,  and  has 
opened  a  coal  and  wood  yard  in  Rockford  under 
the  fjrm  name  of  Walgrcn  &  Co.,  his  office  being 
at  No.  802  Seventh  Street,  on  the  corner  of  Rail¬ 
road  Avenue.  He  has  also  been  instrumental  in  or¬ 
ganizing  the  Framtiden  Publishing  Company,  with 
a  capital  of  810,000  and  formed  for  the  purpose  of 
publishing  a  weekly  journal  in  the  Swedish 
language.  He  is  a  Director  in  the  company,  which  is 
quite  successful  and  rapidly  growing  in  popularity. 
He  is  also  a  stockholder  in  the  Rockford  Manufac¬ 
turing  Company,  which  has  a  capital  of  8200,000. 

A  wide-awake  and  enterprising  young  business 
man,  Mr.  VYalgren  is  steadily  working  his  way 
upward,  and  his  career  will  undoubtedly  be  a  pros¬ 
perous  one.  The  firm  of  which  he  is  a  member  is 
already  well  and  favorably  known,  having  by 
their  courteous  treatment  and  fair  dealing  won  a 
liberal  patronage.  Mr.  Walgrcn  takes  an  aetive  in¬ 
terest  in  all  that  pertains  to  the  growth  and  devel¬ 
opment  of  the  city  and  is  an  ambitious  and  enter-  j 
prising  man  who  ranks  high  both  in  business  and 
social  circles.  ^ 


JJ  OHN  R.  POST  was  born  on  the  farm  which 
is  still  his  home,  on  section  35,  Guilford 
Township,  Winnebago  County,  June  1, 
1842,  and  is  a  worthy  representative  of  one 
of  the  pioneer  families  of  this  community.  His 
father,  Nathaniel  Post,  was  born  near  Newport, 
Herkimer  County,  N.  Y.,  May  21,  1810.  The 
grandfather,  Dan  Post,  was  born  in  Saybrook, 
Conn.,  whence  he  removed  to  New  York,  be¬ 
coming  one  of  the  first  settlers  of  Herkimer 
County.  He  purchased  a  tract  of  timber  land, 
and  in  the  midst  of  the  forest  hewed  out  a  farm. 
After  many  years  spent  in  agricultural  pursuits, 
he  removed  to  Newport,  where  lie  lived  retired 


until  his  death.\v  He  first  married  Marcoy  Pratt, 
who  was  born  in  Hay  brook,  Middlesex  County, 
Conn.,  and  died  August  30,  1829.  Mr.  Post  was 
afterwards  again  married,  and  his  second  wife 
reached  the  advanced  age  of  ono  hundred  and 
three  years. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  roared  in  his  na¬ 
tive  county,  and  learned  the  trade  of  a  carpenter. 
In  1838,  he  removed  to  Ohio,  and  for  one  year  on- 
gaged  in  carpentering  in  Painosvillp.  The  year 
1839  witnessed  his  emigration  to  Winnebago 
County,  III.  He  was  accompanied  by  his  family, 
and  on  the  29th|Of  June  they  reached  Newburg. 
Ho  bought  a  elaiih  of  the  Government,  upon  which 
was  a  log  cabin,  and  during  the  first  year  built  a. 
more  comfortable  log  hpclfeo,  in  which  our  subject 
was  born.  In  1850,  he  Greeted  a  substantial  frame 
residence.  He  bore  all  the  experience  of  pioneer 
life,  and  was  one  of  the  prominent  and  influential 
citizens  Of  this  community  in  an  early  day.  His 
death  occurred  November  11,  1888.  He  was 
quite  a  musician,  and  in  the  early  days  made  con¬ 
siderable  money  with  his  violin.  IIo  married 
Eliza  Rich,  who  was  born  near  Newport,  N.  Y., 
January  81,  1816.  This  estimable  lady  died  Feb¬ 
ruary  2, 1890,  leaving  two  children;  John  R,,  of 
this  sketch,  and  Erwin,  a  resident  of  Rockford. 

Our  subject  acquired  his  education  in  the  dis¬ 
trict  schools,  and  at  Cherry  Valley  and  Rockford, 
and  is  a  well-informed  man.  On  attaining  his 
majority,  he  went  visiting  for  a  few  months, 
and  then  accepted  a  situation  as  shipping  clerk  in 
a  wholesale  house  in  Chicago,  but  after  a  year  re¬ 
turned  home  to  take  charge  of  the  farm,  upon 
which  he  has  since  resided.  He  now  owns  one 
hundred  acres  of  the  farm  which  his  father  entered 
from  the  Government,  and  also  has  another  farm 
of  one  hundred  and  twenty-three  acres  in  Guil¬ 
ford  Township.  Fruit  and  ornamental  trees  add 
to  the  value  and  beauty  of  the  place,  and  Urn  neat 
appearance  of  the  farm  indicates  the  thrift  and 
enterprise  of  the  owner. 

Mr.  Post  was  married  May  31,  1866,  to  Ella  G. 
Fish,  who  was  born  in  Erie  County,  Pa.,  February 
19,  1849,  and  is  ji  daughter  of  Andrew  and 
Miranda  (Sherwood)  Fish,  natives  of  Washington 
County,  N.  Y.  Their  union  has  been  blessed  with 
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two  children:  Minnie,  who  is  a  successful  music 
teacher,  and  Frank.  The  musical  talent  of  Na¬ 
thaniel  Post  was  inherited  by  his  children,  and  in 
turn  has  been  transmitted  to  his  grandchildren. 
The  Post  family  ranks  high  in  social  circles,  and 
its  members  are  truly  deserving  of  the  warm  re¬ 
gard  in.  which  they  are  held.  Mr.  Post  is  a  suc¬ 
cessful  farmer,  and  is  recognized  as  one  of  the 
progressive  and  valued  citizens  of  the  community. 

eHARLES  J.  JONES,  a  stockholder  and  Di¬ 
rector  in  the  Brown  Brick  Company,  is  one 
of  the  leading  business  men  of  Rockford, 
and  prominent  in  public  affairs.  lie  was  born  in 
Sweden,  November  15, 1849,  and  is  a  son  of  Polirs 
Jonas,  who  spent  his  entire  life  in  his  native  land, 
passing  away  at  the  age  of  about  three-score  years. 
His  wife,  who  bore  the  maiden  namo  of  Christina 
Nelson,  is  still  living,  at  the  age  of  seventy,  and  is 
mnember  of  the  Lutheran  Church,  to  which  her 
husband  also  belonged.  Their  son  Godfrey,  an  em¬ 
ploye  of  the  Skandia  Furniture  Company,  and  a 
daughter,  Matilda,  reside  with  our  subject. 

Mr.  Jones  was  reared  and  educated  in  his  native 
city,  graduating  from  the  High  School,  and  in 
1867  loft  his  native  land,  coming  alone  to  this 
country.  He  sailed  from  Liverpool,  England,  to 
New  York,  and  after  fifteen  days  upon  the  bosom 
of  the  Atlantic  reached  his  destination,  arriving  in 
New  York  on  the  16th  of  April  of  that  year.  He 
has  since  made  a  visit  back  to  his  native  land  but 
thinks  no  country  under  the  shining  sun  is  equal 
to  America.  He  has  not  only  found  a  pleasant 
home  iu  this  land  but  has  hero  prospered,  and  is 
now  a  substantial  citizen.  His  life  has  boon  a  busy 
and  useful  one  and  ho  is  recognized  ns  one  of  the 
enterprising  and  progressive  Swedish  gentlemen  of 
Rockford.  As  before  stated,  he  is  connected  with 
the  Brown  Brick  Company,  and  is  President  and 
Director  of  the  Skandia  Brick  Company,  a  lessee 
Of  the  Rockford  Brick  Company,  also  of  the  Ex¬ 
celsior  Furniture  Company,  and  is  Secretary  and 
Director  of  the  Rockford  Tobacco  and  Snuff  Com¬ 
pany.  lie  holds  an  interest  in  the  Skandia  Plow 
Company  and  the  Skandia  Brick  Company. 


In  1883, Mr.  Jones  was  joined  in  wedlock  in  this 
city  to  Miss  Hannah  C.  Nelson,  who  was  born  in 
Kalmar,  Sweden,  September  4,  185S,  and  is  a 
daughter  of  N.  E,  and  Louisa  (Pearson)  Nelson, 
who  were  born,  reared  and  married  in  the  Province 
of  Smoland.  The  year  1869  witnessed  their  emi¬ 
gration  to  America  and  taw  them  located  in  Rock¬ 
ford,  where  the  father,  a  well-to-do  citizen,  is  now 
living  retired  at  his  pleasan  home  at  No.  1006 
Fourth  Avenue.  He  lias  reached  the  age  of  three¬ 
score  years  and  ten.  His  wife  died  at  their  home 
on  Fourth  Avenue,  July  23,  1881,  when  about 
fifty-nine  years  of  age.  Their  family  numbered 
four  sons  and,  four  daughters,  but  only  one  son 
and  two  daughters  arc  now  living. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jones  are  the  parents  of  three  chil¬ 
dren;  Ethel  M„  L.  Eusebia  and  Ada  V.  The  par¬ 
ents  attend  the  Zion  Lutheran  Church.  In  polities, 
Mr,  Jones  is  independent,  and  he  is  a  sagacious  and 
far-sighted  business  man,  industrious  and  enter¬ 
prising,  and  by  the  exercise  of  good  business  abil¬ 
ity  has  Avon  for  himself  a  handsome  property.  He 
deserves  all  the  more  credit  in  that  he  is  entirely  a 
self-made  man,  and  as  a  prominent  citizen  of 
Rockford  we  take  pleasure  in  presenting  his  por¬ 
trait  and  biographical  sketch. 


OBN  LOVESEE,  an  enterprising  and  indus¬ 
trious  farmer  of  Roscoe  Township,  Winne¬ 
bago  County,  residing  on  sections  34  and  35, 
was  born  ki  the  city  of  Reading,  Berkshire 
England,  February  1,  1815.  His  grandfather, 
John  Lovesee,  spent  his  entire  life  there,  and 
his  father,  William  Lovesee,  was  born  in  the 
same  locality.  At  the  age  of  fifteen,  he  entered 
the  army  and  served  for  twenty  years,  when  he 
was  honorably  discharged.  He  then  followed 
weaving  in  Berkshire  until  1831,  when  he  crossed 
the  Atlantic  and  settled  in  Pittsford,  Monroe 
County,  N.  Y,  Five  years  later,  be  came  to  Win¬ 
nebago  County  to  join  his  children,  making  most 
Of  the  journey  on  foot,  and  spent  the  remainder  of 
bis  days  in  Roscoe  Township.  He  married  Ann 
Hanley,  who  was  born  near  Dublin,  Ireland,  and 
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daughter  off  John  and  Ann  Hanley.  Her 
occurred  in  vissrkshire  England.  Their  six 


was 

death  occurred  in’  ilfericshire  England, 
children  were  John,  Ann,  William,  George,  Henry 
and  Joseph. 

At  the  early  age  <of  eleven  years,  our  subject 
began  to  learn  the  weaver's  trade  in  Loudon,  and 
after  serving  a  four-years'  apprenticeship  returned 
to  hjs  native  county,  where  he  resided  until  1831. 
On  the  13th  of  September  of  that  year,  he  sailed 
for  the  New  World,  landing  in  New  York  on  the 
8th  of  November,  after  a  stormy  passage.  He 
went  to  Pittsford,  N.  Y.,  and  after  a  few  months 
removed  to  Chautauqua  County,  where  he  resided 
until  the  1st  of  November,  1835,  when  he  started 
by  way  of  the  Lakes  to  Illinois.  Landing  at  De¬ 
troit,  he  came  to  Winnebago  County  on  foot 
and  began  boarding  with  Steven  Made,  the  iirst 
settler  of  the  county,  Chicago  was  a  mere  hamlet 
and  Rockford  contained  two  families,  Kent  and 
Haight,  living  in  a  log  house  on  the  west  side,  and 
Daniel  Haight  in  a  log  cabin  on  the  east  side.  The 
Government  surveys  were  not  yet  complete  and 
the  work  of  civilization  had  hardly  been  begun. 
There  were  no  mills  or  markets  within  fifty  miles 
until  Chicago  became  a  trading  point,  when  he 
hauled  his  wheat  to  that  city,  selling  it  as  low  as 
thirty-seven  and  a  half  cents  per  bushel.  He  made 
a  claim  in  what  is  now  Rock  ton  Township  and 
afterwards  in  Roseoe  Township.  His  farming  im¬ 
plements  were  very  crude.  He  harvested  his 
grain  with  a  cradle  and  his  oxen  tramped  it  out. 
In  1849,  Mr.  Lovesee  sold  that  /arm  and  pur¬ 
chased  that  upon  which  he  now  resides  on  sec¬ 
tion  35,  Roseoe  Township. 

On  the  29th  of  June,  1840,  our  subject  married 
Miss  Permelia,  daughter  of  James  and  Hannah 
(Wilson)  McCredy.  She  was  born  at  Niagara 
Falls,  Canada,  April  29,  1821.  Her  father  and 
grandparents  were  natives  of  Scotland  and  on 
coming  to  America  settled  at  Niagara  Falls.  Her 
father  learned  the  blacksmith's  trade,  which  he 
there  followed  until  1823,  when  he  emigrated 
Westward  and  settled  on  a  tract  of  land  which  his 
wife  had  inherited.  A  part  of  that  he  cleared,  but 
as  he  preferred  blacksmithing  to  farming,  he 
bought  land  near  Aylmer  and  erected  a  smithy, 
making  his  home  in  that  locality  until  his  death. 


Ilia  wife  was  born  in  Now  Jersey  and  was  a 
daughter  of  Cromwell  and  Hannah  (Crane)  Wil¬ 
son,  natives  of  the  same  State,  and  of  English  and 
German  descent  respectively.  While  hunting  in 
the //woods  during  the  Revolutionary  War,  Crom¬ 
well  Wilson  was  captured  by  the  British  aud  held 
for  three  months.  Some  time  after  the  war,  he  re¬ 
moved  to  Canada,  where  ho  spent  his  last  days. 
His  wife  died  when  Mrs.  Lovesee  was  quite  young 
and  she  was  reared  by  her  aunt,  Mrs.  John  J. 
Rhodes,  with  whom  she  came  to  Winnebago 
County  in  1889. 

Unto  our  subject  and  wife  were  born  two  ehil- 
[  dren  who  are  yet  living:  Mary  A.,  widow  of 
Henry  Schollenger,  a  lesidont  of  Rockford;  aud 
Edwin  B.,  who  graduated  from  two  medical  col¬ 
leges  of  Chicago  and  is  now  practicing  his  profes¬ 
sion  in  Geneva  Lake,  Wis.  Ho  first  married  Dor¬ 
cas  A.  Lundy  and  after  her  death  wedded  Lizzie 
Thompson,  Mr.  an(l  Mrs.  Lovesee  are  both  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Methodist  Church,  and  in  politics  he  is 
a  Republican,  having  supported  that  party  since 
its  organization.  Among  the  most  honorable  pio¬ 
neers  of  Winnebago  County  he  is  numbered  and 
with  one  exception  he  has  spent  a  longer  time 
within  its  borders  than  any  other  resident.  From 
a  very  early  day  ho  has  been  identified  with  its 
growth  and  upbuilding  and  has  done  much  for  its 
progress  and  advancement  Ho  has  the  high  re¬ 
gard  of  all  with  whom  he  has  come  in  contact  and 
is  one  of  the  prominent  and  inlluential  citizens  of 
the  community. 


SAMUEL  N.  MEECH,  who  is  engaged  in 
farming  in  Guilford  Township,  Winne¬ 
bago  County,  was  born  in  the  town  of 
Bridgewater,  Mass.,  December  G,  18H.  His 
fattier.  Asa  Mcech,  was  born  April  7,  1775,  and 
became  a  minister  of  the  Presbyterian  Church. 
He  resided  for  a  time  in  Bridgewater  and  later  re¬ 
moved  to  Connecticut,  being  pastor  of  the  church 
in  Canterbury  until  1820,  when  he  went  to  Can¬ 
ada,  and  located  at  Hull.  As  that  was  a  new 
country  and  the  people  in  limited  circumstances, 
he  could  not  depend  altogether  upon  his  parish- 
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Canaria,  whore  he  wedded  Mary,  daughter  of  " 

?U^S?  * 

Bolton  located  near  Merrickvillo,  whore  he  secured 

= 


POKTB.UT  AX1)  BXQGBAHfl0AL  nKmnr, 


T7z 

Caleb  V  USmt  *»  m,<  *  “o  wife  of 

M„“  p  f ea,£'n,S-  of  »w  Bfchmond,  Wis  ■ 

A.tatGor„fjs0,t°’“52’ is  a,c  ^  « 

etad  life's  journey  together 

sharmg  with  each  other  its  iovs  I,!  J  ’ 

inToa^they  T"*?*:  Althonffh  "<*  ad"3 

—•-den^.r; 


M  /  CLARK  MAREAN,a  well-known 
/  1  10Sldeufc  of  Belvidere.  who  is  numbered 
I  among  the  early  settlers  of  the  county 
was  born  n  Upftnmo  n-.-.  ■  —  »' 


-  Ifl  ,  ;  J  ouuwul'S  or  the  countv 

8  1827  ”5  tom  m  B«»,ne  County,  If.  y.,  Jnn'e' 

■ 

’  fcMncTSTlVrom  Noraa“,y’  F™  “ ,o =: 

oa  in  1636,  and  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life  in 
«.e  rit£,e;s  ,taow" * 

were  W.lli„mr -r  ont^  J r  7  ^  ^ 

named,  h7 

Boston,  Mass.,  October  17  1 7J,™  bovn  la 

unti.hisrem:valt^^;^d‘r°1™ai',ri 

went  to  Broome  County,  becoming  one  of  S 
settlei s.  He  purchased  a  tract  of  timber  laud  i 
U1  that  county  mado  his  homo  until  his  death  ’  He 
married  Esther  Pattern,  who  was  horn  ta  N  w 

St  A7 Kmt  * 

lolland,  Conn.,  November  13,  1756  rii«  f«H 
Sylvanius  Delano,  was  born  ilfay  17  1720  and  ' 

»  descendant  of  Philip  Delano^, 
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den,  Holland,  who  came  to  America  in  the  ship 
“Fortune,”  in  1621,  and  landed  at  Plymouth.  He 
married  Esther  Dues  bury,  December  19,  1684,  and 
died  in  1651,  at  the  age  of  seventy-nine  years. 
Aaron  Delano  wedded  Anna  Slosson,  who  was  born 
in  Kent,  Conn.,  in  December,  1761.  He  spent  his 
entire  life  in  the  Nutmeg  State,  and  after  his  death 
his  widow  went  to  New  York,  spending  her  last 
days  with  the  parents  of  our  subject.  Henry  Mareau 
and  his  wife  began  their  domestic  life  upon  a  farm 
in  the  town  of  Maine,  in  a  little  log  cabin,  which  in 
1825  was  replaced  by  a  frame  residence,  in  which 
Marvin  was  born,  and  which  is  now  the  property 
of  ins  brother.  The  death  of  tho  father  there  oc¬ 
curred  in  1855,  and  the  mother  was  called  to  her 
final  rest  in  1858. 

Our  subject  spent  the  days  of  his  boyhood  and 
c  youth  on  the  old  homestead,  and  after  his  marri¬ 
age  operated  the  farm  for  two  ycays.  In  1851,  he 
bedded  Olive  Howard,  who  was  born  in  the  town 
of  Union,  Broome  County,  N.  Y.  Her  grandfather, 
Nathan  Howard,  was  born  and  reared  in  Connecti¬ 
cut,  and  when  a  young  man  went  to  New  York, 
becoming  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  Broome 
County.  He  married  Clarissa  Pomeroy,  and  their 
son,  Nathan  Howard,  who  was  born  in  BrOome 
County^,  September  11,  1805,  became  the  father  of 
Mrs.  Marean.  He  learned  the  trade  Of  a  miller, 
which  he  followed  for  many  years  in  the  East.  In 
1869,  he  came  to  Belvidere,  where  his  death  oc¬ 
curred,  March  7,  1873.  He  had  wedded  Boxio 
Councilman,  who  was  born  in  Broome  County 
Sepember  4,  1809,  and  was  a  daughter  of  Philip 
and  Betsy  (Bundy)  Councilman.  Her  death  oe- 
curred  in  Belvidere,  on  the  2d  of  July,  1882. 

The  year  1854  witnessed  the  arrival  of  Mr.  Ma¬ 
rean  and  his  wife  in  Boone  County.  He  purchased 
land  in  Flora  Township,  upon  which  wa| a  stone 
quarry  that  he  operated  for  two  years,  lie  then 
successfully  engaged  in  farming  until  1868,  when 
he  sold  his  land  and  came  to  Belvidere,  where  he 
has  since  resided.  He  is  a  prominent  and  influ¬ 
ential  citizen  of  the  community,  who  for  seven 
years  served  as  Notary  Public,  for  eight  years  was 
Justice  of  the  Peace  of  Flora  Township"  and  for  i 
the  past  eleven  years  has  held  that  office  in  Belvi¬ 
dere.  In  politics,  he  was  first  a  Whig,  but  since  the  ] 


organization  of  the  Republican  party  ho  has  been 
|  one  of  its  stalwart  supporters,  and  has  served  as 
Chairman  of  the  County  Central  Committee.  He 
takes  a  deep  interest  in  political  affairs,  doing  all 
in  his  power  for  the  upbuilding  of  the  party,  and 
is  a  well-informed  man,  both  on  political  questions 
and  otherwise. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Marean  have  two  children:  Wil¬ 
lie  Marvin  married  Alice  Wood,  and  they  have 
three  children,  Llewellyn,  Blanche  and  Olive; 
Harry,  who  was  joined  in  wedlock  with  Hattie 
Fay,  has  a  little  son  named  Hollis. 


OHN  A.  STENVALL.  For  over  twenty 
!  years,  Mr.  Stenvall  !ms  been  connected  with 
the  business  interests  of  Rockford  and  dur¬ 
ing  that  time  ids  reputation  as  an  honor¬ 
able,  upright  citizen  and  business  man  has  re¬ 
mained  untarnished.  At  tho  present  time,  he  is 
connected  with  tho  Trahorn  Pump  Works,  and  is 
one  of  tho  foremost  men  representing  that  concern. 
He  has  been  a  resident  of  this  prosperous  city  since 
1869  and  is  now  pleasantly  located  at  No.  709 
South  TOd  Street. 

j  Claiming  Sweden  as  his  native  land,  his  birth 
occurred  in  Wester  Gotten  burg  on  the  19th  of 
October,  1851,  and  he  was  early  trained  to  tho 
duties  of  the  farm.  His  father,  John  Anderson, 
passed  his  entire  life  in  Sweden,  where  ho  tilled 
the  soil  until  he  recei  ved  his  final  summons,  when 
Sixty  years  of  age.  Ho  was  a  peaceful  citizen  and 
was  a  prominent  member  and  worker  in  tho  State 
Church.  The  mother,  left  a  widow,  came  with  our 
subject  to  the  United  States  and  settled  with  him 
in  Rockford,  whither  two  sons-in-law  had  previ¬ 
ously  located.  She  died  in  this  city  in  1888,  when 
seventy-four  years  of  age.  A  kind  wife  and  mo- 
tbor,  a  good  neighbor  and  exemplary  member  of 
the  Lutheran  Church,  she  has  gon.o  to  her  reward. 
Her  daughter,  Sirs.  J.  L.  Segar/and  a  brother,  John 
P.  Anderson,  who  is  a  tinner,  are  residents  of 
Rockford,  and  another  daughter,  Mrs.  Peter  An¬ 
derson,  is  still  a  resident  of  Sweden. 

John  Stenvall  selected  as  his  companion  in  life 
Miss  Helmena  Holmquist,  a  native  ofSkorbes  Lan, 
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bwcdon,  bom  March  .10,  1855,  and  their  nuptials 
were  celebrated  in  Rockford.  The  fruits  of  this 
union  are  Hilnm  L.,  Anna  0.,  Elmer  W.,  Oscar  T. 
and  Etna  C.,  all  at  homo.  Mr.  ,S ten  vail  is  a  Re¬ 
publican  in  his  political  views,  and  he  and  his  wife 
hold  membership  in  the  First  Luthei'an  Church,  of 
which  he  has  been  Deacon  for  the  past  nine  years. 

The  parents  of  Mrs.  Steuvall,  Peter  and  Carry 
(Johnson)  Holmquist,  are  now  residing  in  Rock¬ 
ford,  and  are  in  comfortable  circumstances.  They 
have  been  residents  since  1868,  in  which  year  they 
came  to  the  United  States.  Both  are  members  of 
the  First,  Lutheran  Church.  They  were  the  par¬ 
ents  of  three  children,  but  only  Mrs.  Stcnvall  is 
now  living,  the  two  brothers,  Gus  and  John,  both 
dying,  the  former  after  his  marriage  and  after  lie 
became  the  father  of  one  child,  Frank  A.,  and  the 
latter  when  a  3roung  man, 

RS.  PAMELIA  MOULTON,  who  i-esides 
in  ^p|videro,  was  born  in  Ascot,  Canada, 
October  28,  183?,  Her  father,  Cephas 
Gardner,  was  born  in  the  town  of  Went-  : 
worth,  N.  II.,  October  9,  1800,  and  was  a  son  of 
John  Gardner,  a  native  of  Worcester  County, 
Mass.  The  latter  married  Dolly,  daughter  of 
Ephraim  Willard,  of  Sterling,  Mass.,  removed  to 
Now  Hampshire,  and  in  1808  went  to  Bennington 
County,  Vt.  His  wife  died  in  1808,  and  two 
years  later  he  married  her  sister  Lois. 

Cephas  Gardner  was  eighteen  years  of  age  when 
lie  started  out  in  life  for  himself.  He  walked  to 
Sterling,  Mass.,  one  hundred  miles,  and  there 
worked  for  his  uncle  on  a  farm  at  $8  per  month. 
He  next  went  to  Fmncestown,  N.  1L,  where  he 
spent  the  winter,  and  then  returned  to  Sterling  and 
apprenticed  himself  to  his  uncle,  Manassah  Willard, 
a  chair  manufacturer,  who  soon  afterwards  es¬ 
tablished  a  factory  in  Stans  tout,  Canada,  Mr. 
Gardner  being  placed  in  charge  of  that  business. 
When  his  term  of  apprenticeship  had  oxpirod,  he 
bought  that  factory  and  continued  in  business 
thereuntil  1831,  when  ho  removed  to  Ascot  and 
followed  his  trade  at  that  place  until  1837.  :  N 

Although  Mr,  Gardner  had  been  successful  in 
business  there  and  his  social  surroundings  were 
46 


pleasant,  yet  he  longed  to  return  to  the  United 
States,  where  he  could  rear  his  children  under  the 
republican  form  of  government,  so  in  1836  he 
visited  Boone  County  and  purchased  a  claim,  now 
included  in  the  city  of  Belvidere.  The  next  year 
he  brought  his  wife  and  three  children,  and  the 
family  moved  into  a  iog  cabin,  where  they  re¬ 
mained  until  a  frame  house  could  be  built.  When 
the  land  came  into  market,  he  entered  largo,  tracts 
and  was  extensively  engaged  in  farming  and  also 
carried  on  merchandising.  He  resided  here  until 
his  dpath,  which  occurred  January  26,  1881. 

On  the  25th  of  March,  1824,  Mr.  Gardner  had 
married  Pamelia  Bodwell,  who  was  born  in  Can¬ 
ada,  July  12,  180G,  and  was  a  daughter  of  Eli- 
phalet'  and  Betsy  Bodwell,  natives  of  Vermont. 
She  died  May  9,  1862,  leaving  four  children: 
Emeline,  Jane,  Pamelia  and  Mary  A.  The  first- 
named  was  born  March  17, 1828,  and  married  Hon. 
Lucius  Walker,  a  native  of  Vermont,  who  came  to 
Illinois  about  1838,  and  in  1852  went  to  Minnesota, 
becoming  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  St.  Anthony’s 
Falls.  For  a  while  ho  was  engaged  in  the  dry- 
goods  business,  and  at  the  time  of  his  death  was 
Government  agent  at  the  Chippewa  Indian  reserva¬ 
tion.  He  served  in  the  Minnesota  Legislature  and 
a  prominent  man  of  that  State. 

Jane,  the  next  daughter,  was  born  in  Canada, 
November  8,  1829,  and  became  the  wife  of  Hon. 
Robert  Waterman,  who  was  born  in  Herkimer 
County,  N.  Y.,  in  1826,  and  came  to  Illinois  with 
his  parents  at  the  age  of  twelve.  For  a  time  he 
was  employed  as  a  clerk  for  his  brothers,  James 
and  Charles,  at  Newburg,  and  later  for  Alex  Neely 
of  Belvidere.  When  a  young  man,  he  engaged  in 
business  on  his  own  account.  In  1850,  he  went  to 
California,  and  returned  after  an  absence  of  twenty 
months,  locating  in  Wilmington,  Ill.,  where  he  en¬ 
gaged  in  business  for  several  years.  In  1873,  he 
returned  to  California  with  his  family,  and  made 
his  home  in  San  Bernardino  until  1887,  when  he 
went  to  Sacramento.  Four  years  later,  he  removed 
to  San  Diego,  where  he  resided  until  his  death, 
April  12, 1891.  He  was  elected  Lieutenant-Gov¬ 
ernor  of  California  in  the  fall  of  1886,  and  held 
the  olfice  of  Governor  a  few  months  on  the  death 
of  his  ehief. 
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Pamelia,  the  third  daughter,  was  four  years  old 
When  she  came  to  Hlinois  with  her  parents.  She 
was  married,  November  6,  I860,  to  Dorwin  E, 
Moulton,  wlio  was  born  in  Ascot,  Canada,  February 
17, 1822,  and  came  to  this  State  in  1840.  He  lo¬ 
cated  in  Rockford  and  three  yearn  later  went  to 
Shullsburgk,  Wis.,  engaging  there  in  merchandising' 
until  18.51,  when  he  wont  to  Minnesota,  and  lo¬ 
cated  at  St.  Anthony’s  Falls.  At  that  time,  the 
Government  mill  and  one  dwelling  were  the  only 
buildings  on  the  west  bank  of  the  river,  where  the 
city  of  Minneapolis  now  stands.  He  engaged  in 
the  mercantile  business  and  after  residing  there  for 
eleven  years  came  to  Belvidere,  where  he  again 
engaged  in  merchandising  for  a  number  of  years, 
being  associated  a  portion  of  the  time  with  his 
son-m-law,  J.  W.  Darneille.  The  last  years  of  his 
hfe  he  lived  retired  at  his  pleasant  home  on  East 

STm/T Wher<!  1,0  PaSSed  “W  January 

25, 1892.  He  Was  a  worthy  citizen,  held  in  high 
regard  by  all  who  knew  him,  and  his  portrait  will 
be  found  on  another  page.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Moul¬ 
ton  had  one  daughter,  Belle,  who  was  born  Septam- 
St  Anthony’s  Falls,  Minn.,  married 
.  W.  Darneille,  and  died  November  22,  1876 
leaving  one  child,  Mabel  G.,  born  May  27,  lW 
who  makes  her  home  with  her  grandmother,  Mrs.’ 
Moulton.  Mrs.  Moulton  is  one  of  the  estimable 
ladies  of  this  community,  where  she  has  so  long 
made  her  home.  v  •  6 


bORENZO  W.  KING,  who  is  engaged  in  the 
drug  business  in  Cherry  Valley,  is  a  mem- 
ber  of  the  firm  of  King  Bros.,  his  partner 
oemg  his  brother  Oscar.  They  established  business 
heie  m  1888,  and  have  since  enjoyed  a  good  trade 
which  is  constantly  increasing  and  has  already  as! 
sumed  excellent  proportions.  They  well  deserve  a 
liberal  patronage  for  they  are  business  men  of 
straightforward  and  honorable  principles  and  are 
industrious  and  enterprising, 

Onr  subject  was  born  in  Maine,  N.  Y.,  in  1835 
and  is  a  son  of  Harlo  and  Julia  (IJovey)  King’ 
both  natives  of  the  Empire  State.  In  their  family 
were  six  sons  and  one  daughter:  Leander,  Jewett; 


d  Irving,  deceased ;  Oscar,  Origon,  Lorenzo,  and  Lucy 
e  Thankful,  also  deceased.  The  father  of  this  fam- 
3.  ily  died  in  Maine,  N.  Y.,  in  the  prime  of  life,  leav- 
y  ing  his  widow  with  her  family  to  support.  His 
"  Property  was  encumbered  and  his  creditors  took  it 
o  all.  Oscar  and  Origen  woro  the  first  of  the  family 
’  t0  001116  t0  Illinois,  settling  in  Belvidero  and 
-  Cherry  Valley  in  the  spring  of  1853.  In  1855,  the 
3  mother  and  other  children  joined  them,  the  family 
’  ;  locating  in  Belvidere.  Mm.  King  died  at  the 
5  ;  home  of  llcr  son  Origon  in  1863,  at  the  ago  of 
i  sixty-seven  years. 

The  early  life  of  onr  subject  passed  uneventfully 
until  the  autumn  of  1861,  when,  at  the  age  of 
1  twenty-six  years,  he  enlisted  in  the  Ninth  Illinois 
Cavalry  and  in  the  following  January  wont  from 
Chicago  to  the  front.  Ho  did  service  in  the  South¬ 
west,  in  Missouri  and  Arkansas,  but  on  account  of 
physical  disability  was  discharged  after  two  years. 
Since  that  time,  ho  has  never  fully  regained  his 
health  but  prior  to  the  war  was  considered  the 
most  robust  one  of  the  family.  Shortly  after  his 
return,  ho  was  married  in  Belvidero,  April  29 
1868,  to  Nellie  R.  Howard,  of  Maine,  N.  Y.,  a 
daughter  of  Nathan  and  Roxie  (Councilman) 
Howard,  also  natives  of  Maine,  N.  Y.  Her  father 
was  a  miller  and  died  in  Belvidere,  March  7, 1878, 
at  the  age  of  sixty-two  years.  The  mother  died  at 
the  home  of  Mrs.  King,  July  2, 1882,  at  the  age  of 
seventy-three  yearn.  Their  family  numbered  six 
sons  and  two  daughters,  the  wife  of  our  subject 
being  the  sixth  in  order  of  birth. 

From  1862  until  1866,  Mr.  King  engaged  in 
clerking  in  a  grocery  store  for  L.  D.  Collins,  after 
which  ho  embarked  in  the  grocery  business  for 
himself.  His  wife  opened  a  millinery  and  fnhoy- 
!  g00ds  store  and  twelve  years  did  an  excellent 
business  in  that  line.  Mr.  King  sold  his  stock  of 
‘groceries  in  1868  and  in  1875  opened  a  drug  store 
in  Fielding,  where  ho  carried  on  operations  until 
1888,  when  ho  came  to  Cherry  Valley,  and  has 
since  been  engaged  in  business,  as  before  stated. 

Our  subject  and  his  wife  have  a  pleasant  home 
which  has  been  their  property  since  1890.  They 
have  only  one  daughter,  Lorcna  May,  who  was 
born  February  29,  1884,  and  is  now  a  bright  little 
maiden  of  eight  summers.  She  seems  to  possess 
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considerable  elocutionary  and  musical  talent  and 
is  the  light  and  joy  of  her  parents'  home.  In  poli¬ 
tics,  Mr,  King  is  n  stalwart  Republican.  He  and 
his  wife  rank  high  in  social  circles  and  are  held  in 
high  esteem  throughout  this  community. 


JHIL1P  ATWOOD,  a  native-born  resident 
of  Winnebago  County,  was  born  on  the 
old  homestead  in  Owen  Township,  Sep- 
H  [  ternher  18, 1850.  His  father,  Patten  At¬ 
wood,  was  born  in  Alexander,  Grafton  County, 
N.  II.,  January  11, 1805,  where  also  his  father,  Jo¬ 
seph  Atwood,  was  born.  The  great-grandfather 
of  our  subject,  John  Atwood,  was  likewise  a  natite 
of  New  England,  of  English  ancestry.  Ho  located  i 
on  a  farm  in  Hampstead  soon  after  he  attained  his 
majority,  and  resided  there  until  his  death,  after 
having  reached  the  advanced  age  of  one  hundred 
years. 

The  grandfather  of  our  subject  was  reared  in 
his  native  town,  and  after  his  marriage  located  in 
Alexander.  Grafton  County,  where  he  was  one  of 
the  pioneers,  He  secured  a  tract  of  heavily  tim¬ 
bered  Government  laud,  which  he  cleared  and  re¬ 
sided  upon  until  181 G,  then  started  for  the  Terri¬ 
tory  of  Michigan,  making  the  trip  overland  with 
three  horses,  a  wagon  and  buggy,  The  roads  be¬ 
ing  very  bad  in  Canada,  Mr,  Atwood’s  wagon 
broke  down,  and  he  was  obliged  to  tarry  there  for 
a  time,  and  its  during  Use  winter  his  horses  died, 
he  had  no  means  of  getting  out  of  the  country. 
The  following  Apil  lie  was  injured  while  assisting 
in  raising  r.  barn,  and  died  about  a  year  later. 

Polly  Powers  was  the  maiden  name  of  our  sub¬ 
ject’s  grandmother;  she  departed  tins  life  at  the 
home  of  her  son  Patten,  fourteen  miles  from  St. 
Thomas,  The  father  of  our  subject  was  one  of  a  fam¬ 
ily  of  six  children,  and  was  about  eleven  years  of 
ago  when  Ids  parents  wont  to  Canada,  and  settled  at 
Mrtlahidc,  where  they  resided  for  some  years.  Af¬ 
ter  his  marriage,  lie  settled  qua  farm  fourteen  miles 
from  Hi,  Thomas,  and  four  years  later  removed  to 
Eekford,  Middlesex  County,  where  he  erected  a 
gristmill,  which  ho  operated  until  1889.  In  the 


above-named  year,  the  father  of  our  subject,  with 
his  wife  and  eight  children,  came  # to  Illinois, 
the  journey  being  made  with  ox-teams,  and  con¬ 
suming  six  weeks.  Locatingin  Winnebago  County, 
the  elder  Mr,  Atwood  secured  a  tract  of  Govern¬ 
ment  land  in  what  is  now  Harlem  Township,  and 
there  erected  a  log  house  and  made  his  home  for  a 
twelvemonth,  when  he  traded  for  the  place  which 
is  now  his  home  on  section  12,  Owen  Township. 
He  is  the  oldest  man  and  the  oldest  resident  of  the 
above-named  township,  and  is  widely  and  favor¬ 
ably  known  throughout  the  county.  He  is  an  in¬ 
teresting  conversationalist  and  a  great  reader,  be¬ 
ing  thoroughly  posted  on  the  Scriptures,  making  a 
practice  of  reading  the  Bible  through  each  year. 
With  his  wife,  heis  a  member  of  the  Baptist  Church, 
with  which  denomination  he  lias  been  connected 
for  many  years.  Mr.  Atwood  was  residing  in  Can¬ 
ada  during  the  Patriot  War,  being  at  that  time  en¬ 
gaged  in  operating  a  gristmill.  Feeling  that  he 
would  not  make  a  good  British  subject,  he  accord¬ 
ingly  came  to  the  United  States,  and  is  now  one  of 
the  prominent  residents  of  Winnebago  County, 

February  14,  182G,  Miss  Anna  Brooks,  who  was 
born  near  St.  Thomas,  Canada,  March  20,  1808,  be¬ 
came  the  wife  of  our  subject’s  father.  She  was  the 
daughter  of  William  Brooks,  a  native  of  New  Jer¬ 
sey,  and  died  after  sixty-four  years  of  married  life, 
July  30, 1890.  She  reared  a  family  of  fourteen  chil¬ 
dren,  all  of  whom  are  now  living,  the  eldest  being 
in  his  sixty- fifth  year.  They  are  named, respectively-. 
Sally,  Henry,  Eliza,  Lydia,  William,  Candace, 
Anna,  Mary,  Joseph,  Irena,  Patten,  Harriet,  John 
and  Philip.  One  daughter,  Susannah,  died  when 
three  years  of  age. 

Philip  Atwood  attended  the  common  schools  of 
his  native  town,  and  resided  with  his  parents  until 
attaining  mature  years.  His  marriage  occurred 
November  27,  1873,  at  which  time  Eliza  Anna 
Curry  became  his  wife.  She  was  born  in  the  town 
Of  Mosa,  Middlesex  County,  Canada,  and  was  the 
daughter  of  James  Curry,  who,  as  far  as  is  known, 
was  also  a  native  of  that  country,  where  he  spent 
his  entire  life  in  farming.  The  maiden  name  of 
the  mother  of  Mrs.  Atvrood  was  Lydia  Siddle; 
she  was  a  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Elizabeth 
(Brooks)  Siddle.  She  now  makes  her  home  with 
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lier  daughter,  Mrs.  Atwood.  Throe  children,  have 
been  born  to  our  subject  and  Ms  wife:  Willis,  Mel¬ 
vin,  and  Ethridge,  deceased.  They  have  a  large 
circle  of  frionds  in  their  community,  and  are  de¬ 
voted  members  Of  the  Baptist  Church. 


tON.  ABRAM  II.  YAN  WHS,  a  retired 
capitalist  residing  at  No.  1307  South  Main 
Street,  in  Rockford,  came  West  in  1845 
and  located  on  timber  land  in  the  town¬ 
ship  of  Lyndon,  Sheboygan  County,  Wis.  His 
resources  of  industry  and  energy  were  inexhaust¬ 
ible,  but  his  financial  capital  was  exceedingly 
limited,  consisting,  at  the  time  of  his  arrivaUn 
Wisconsin,  of  $5.  Among  the  Indians,  and  sur¬ 
rounded  on  every  hand  by  the  wild  animals  of  the 
forests,  he  located  and  commenced  to  clear  a  farm, 
but  six  weeks  later  a  heavy  blow  came  to  him  in 
the  death  of  his  devoted  wife. 

Amid  hardships  innumerable  and  obstacles 
neither  few  nor  small,  he  worked  his  way  to  a 
prominent  position  among  the  successful  farmers 
of  Sheboygan  County.  His  fellow-citizens  called 
him  to  fill  various  positions  of  trust  and  honor  and 
he  served  as  a  member  of  the  Stat$  Legislature.  He 
was  President  of  the  County  Agricultural  Society, 
which  he  aided  in  organizing,  and  which  under  his 
capable  management  was  for  years  one  of  the  most 
successful  institutions  of  the  State,  He  won  the 
first  premium  for  the  best  plowing  done  in  the 
county  and  carried  off  many  prizes  at  the  fairs 
In  the  fall  of  1866,  Mr.  Van  Wie  sold  his  inter¬ 
ests  in  Wisconsin  and  during  the  spring  of  the  fol¬ 
lowing  year  came  to  Rockford,  purchasing  twenty 
acres  within  the  city  limits,  which  he  recently  sold 
at  a  great  advance  on  the  original  cost.  Since  he 
located  in  Winnebago  County,  he  has  made  consid¬ 
erable  money  in  different  ways  and  is  now  one  of 
the  most  prosperous  citizens  of  the  place.  lie  has 
served  as  President,  Vice-President  and  Director 
of  the  Winnebago  County  Agricultural  Society, 
and  still  takes  an  active  interest  in  its  welfare.  He 
was  for  a  time  President  of  the  Burial  Case  Com¬ 
pany  ,  of  Rockford,  and  has  interest  as  a  stockholder 
in  other  institutions,  including  the  watch  factory. 


0  While  engaging  as  a  farmer  in  Wisconsin,  Mr. 

-  Van  Wie  was  one  of  the  most  practical  and  suc- 
e  cessful  agriculturists  in  the  State,  and  since  ho  lias 

-  been  a  resident  of  Rockford  he  conducted  for  a 
number  of  years  a  garden,  in  which"  he  raised 
choice  vegetables.  An  extensive  traveler  and  a 
close  observer  of  men  and  things,  ho  lias  gained  a 
valuable  fund  of  information,  and  recently  re- 

l  turned  from  an  oxtonsive  tour  through  the  Rockies, 
i  whither  he  went  in  search  of  health.  In  his  poli- 
i  tical  affiliations,  he  is  a  firm  Republican,  and  religi- 
■  ously ,  with  Ids  wife,  is  identified  with  the  Second 
i  Congregational  Church. 

'  ancestors  of  Mr.  Van  Wie  wore  originally 

from  Holland  and  resided  in  New  York  State  for 
many  years.  His  grandfather,  Abraham  Van  Wie, 
passed  his  entire  life  in  the  State  of  Now  York,' 
where  he  died  in  his  old  ago,  at  the  home  of  his 
son,  Garrett,  in  Cayuga  County,  N.  Y.  The  last- 
named  learned  the  trade  of  a  shoemaker  and 
tanner,  which  he  followed  in  Eastern  Now  York 
until  ho  was  fifty  years  old,  and  then  removed  to 
Cayuga  County,  the  same  State.  His  wife  was 
formerly  Rebecca  Haver,  and  was  a  native  of  the 
Empire  State  and  a  daughter  of  Abram  Haver,  who 
came  of  Hollaud-Duteh  stock. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Ira  Township,  Cayuga 
County,  N.  Y.,  April  22,  1816,  and  was  reared  and 
educated  on  a  farm  there,  making  it  his  home  un¬ 
til  he  was  thirty-two  years  old.  Ho  then  removed 
to  Wisconsin  with  his  wife  and  child,  and  two 
relatives  of  his  wife,  making  tho  trip  over¬ 
land  and  locating  in  Sheboygan  County,  Wis., 

|  where,  as  above  stated,  his  wife  died  some  few 
weeks  later.  Her  maiden  name  was  Lydia  Osborn 
and  she  was  born  and  reared  in  Cayuga  County, 

N.  Y.  At  her  decease,  she  loft  one  child,  Edgar 
A.,  now  Secretary  and  Treasurer  of  the  Rockford 
Electric  Wcrks,  He  served  four  yours  in  tho  Re¬ 
bellion  and  afterward  married  Miss  Filura  Brady. 
The  second  marriage  of  Mr.  Van  Wie  took  place 
in  Wisconsin  and  united  him  with  Miss  Minerva 
Swarts,  of  New  York  State,  who  came  to  Rockford 
and  died  hero,  leaving  one  child,  Mary  J.,  wife  of 
E.  L.  Rannoy,  a  ranchman  in  Landers,  Wyo.,  and 
the  owner  of  a  fine  three  hundred-acre  farm. 
Near  Syracuse,  N,  Y.,  Mr.  Van  Wie  was  united 


in  marring*  with  Miss  Emily  E.  Partridge,' whose 
homo  was  in  the  Empire  State.  She  is  a  lady  of 
many  pleasant  attributes  of  character  and  disposi¬ 
tion,  and  occupies  a  high  place  in  the  regard  of 
the  people  of  Rockford.  Both  Mr.  Van  Wie  and 
his  wife  are  benevolent  and  generous,  giving 
liberally  of  their  means  to  *the  promotion  of  enter*! 
prises  calculated  to  benefit  others  and  uplift 
humanity.  1 


pobtbaitand  biographical  record. 


e HESTER  C.  BRIGGS.  This  former  promi- 
nent  citizen  of  Rockford  was  born  in  Dover, 
VL,  September  6,  1817,  the  son  of  Calvin 
and  Lucy  (Washburnc)  Briggs,  and  died  in  Rock¬ 
ford  January  24,  1892.  Jn  the  city  of  his  birth  he 
grow  to  manhood,  and  early  in  life  became  inter¬ 
ested  in  those  matters  that  were  of  general  inter¬ 
est  among  the  people.  In  his  youth  he  commenced 
to  fight  the  liquor  traffic,  and  never  afterward 
faltered  m  what  he  regarded  as  his  duty  to  man¬ 
kind. 

After  receiving  an  excellent  education  at  Dart¬ 
mouth  College,  from  which  famous  institution  he 
was  graduated,  Mr.  Briggs  established  and  carried 
on  the  Green  Mountain  Freeman,  a  paper  which  did 
an  immense  good  in  the  cause  of  anti-slavery,  and 
winch  is  still  in  existence,  although  the  cause  it 
first  advocated  no  longer  needs  its  active  help. 
In  every  way  possible,  Mr.  Briggs  urged  the  abol¬ 
ishment  of  slavery,  and  was  a  conductor  of  an 
underground  railroad  for  the  freeing  of  slaves 
having  charge  of  one  of  the  leading  “depots’1  in 
Now  England.  With  his  own  money,  he  purchased 
one  slave,  in  order  that  lie  might  secure  his  free¬ 
dom,  and  found  great  pleasure  in  afterward  re¬ 
counting  his  thrilling  experiences  in  the  days  of 
slavery.  Especially  was  ho  pleased  to  tell  how  the 
man  whom  he  bought  out  of  slavery  rose  from  his 
degraded  condition  to  one  of  honor  and  imiucnce, 
and  has  for  thirty  years  or  more  been  i  r.e  of  the 
under  clerics  in  the  State  Treasury  at  Boston. 
When  old  age  came  to  him,  he  was  as  enthusiastic 
in  the  cause  of  temperance  ns  in  years  gone  by  ho 
had  been  foremost  in  the  cause  of  anti-slavery,  and 
be  enjoyed  the  personal  friendship  of  many  men 


se  who  have  been  influential  factors  in  creating  a 
.  aP10ng  tlie  People  against  the  liquor 

i-  traffic.  He  edited  the  Burlington  (Vt.)  Gazette  for 

7  four  •yoars’  and  also  ed^ed  other  papers  for  some 
d  years. 

?  *n  Montpelier,  Vt.,  Mr.  Briggs  was  married  to 
-  Miss  Emelinc  M.  Peek,  an  estimable  woman  who 
during  their  long  married  life  was  the  devoted 
companion  and  checrful  helpmate  of  her  husband. 
I  hey  became  the  parents  of  five  children.  James 
and  one  unnamed  died  in  infancy,  and  Emma  when 
a  small  child.  Charles  E.  married  Anna  Loree,  of 
•  Unton,  Iowa,  and  makes  his  home  in  Rockford, 

'  .  !  Ge0Vge  S-  man,ied  Miss  Mary  Taggart,  and 

is  connected  with  Waverly  &  Co.,  of  Rockford 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Briggs  reared  an  adopted  daughter, 
Lizzie  M.,  who  died  after  her  marriage  to  D  H 
Ferguson,  of  Rockford. 

In  1853,  Mr.  Briggs  removed  from  Vermont  to 
Illinois,  where  he  located  in  Rockford,  and  soon 
afterward  became  President  of  the  firm  of  Bm-s 
Spafford  cfe  Penfiold,  bankers.  He  continued"  at 
the  head  of  the  private  bank  for  ten  years,  until 
the  business  was  merged  into  the  Third  National 
Bank,  which  is  now  in  operation.  Later,  Mr.  Bri^s 
became  financial  manager  for  the  company  that 
was  organized  to  build  twenty-eight  miles  of  the 
Ivenosha  Railroad,  of  which  he  was  one  of  the 
prominent  supporters  through  the  hardships  at¬ 
tending  the  financial  crisis  of  1857 s  and  until  the 
road  was  completed  in  1859. 

For  some  years  afterward,  Mr.  Briggs  was  en¬ 
gaged  very  extensively  as  n  real-estate  dealer,  and 
I  avus  the  owner  of  eight  improved  farms  in  the  vi¬ 
cinity  of  Rockford,  besides  much  valuable  city 
property.  In  his  business  affairs  he  had  times  of 
depression  and  also  of  prosperity,  but  never  lost 
courage,  no  matter  what  obstacles  opposed  his 
progress  In  1868,  he  became  connected  with  the 
firm  of  Briggs,  Mead  cfe  Skinner,  dealers  in  agricul¬ 
tural  implements,  and  continued  in  that  capacity 
or  several  years,  the  business  being  conducted  under 
he  name  of  the  Briggs,  Enoch  cfe  Skinner  Manu¬ 
facturing  Company,  and  after  Mr.  Skinner’s  death 
the  firm  was  Briggs  cfe  Enoch  until  1880,  when  it 
was  organized  as  a  stock  company,  under  the  name 
Ot  the  Rockford  Plow  Company.  Mr.  Briggs  sold 
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out  liis  interest  in  1886,  and  afterward  devoted  his 
attention  to  the  insurance  business,  representing  a 
.number  of  the  leading-  companies. 

Mr.  Briggs  was  a  Republican  in  politics  and  a 
strong-  temperance  man  both  in  example  and  pre¬ 
cept.  He  had  firm  convictions  and  the  courage  to 
stand  true  to  them,  even  under  great  opposition 
and  bitter  enmity.  His  estimable  wife,  who  sur¬ 
vives  him,  has  a  host  of  friends  inAhe  community, 
and  is  of  such  hospitable,  nature  as  to  win  the  es¬ 
teem  of  all  whom  she  entertains  beneath  her  roof. 


JOHN  RALSTON,  who  is  engaged  in  general 
farming  on  section  25,  Harlem  Township,, 

Winnebago  County,  is  of  Scottish  birth.  He 

was  born  in  Kin  tyre,  ivgyloshirc,  Scotland, 
in  October,  1828,  and  there  his  grandfather,  John 
Ralston,  spent  Ms  entire  life.  The  father  of  our 
subject,  Gavin  Ralston,  was  born  in  the  same 
county,  and  learned  the  trade  of  a  tailor,  but  de¬ 
voted  the  greater  part  of  his  time  to  farming.  At 
length  he  determined  to  try  his  fortune  in  America, 
and  sailed  from  Greenwich  in  the  spring  of  1841 
landing  at  New  York  after  a  voyage °of  seven 
weeks.  He  came  directly  to  Illinois,  locating  in 
Boone  County,  where  he  obtained  Government 
land,  located  in  what  is  now  Caledonia  Township. 
There  was  much  land  to  be  obtained  at  $1.25  per 
acre,  but  as  his  means  were  very  limited,  he  could 
only  rent  a  farm.  However,  he  was  very  indus¬ 
trious,  and  with  the  aid  of  his  sons,  in  the  course 
of  time  he  was  enabled  to  enter  a  tract  of  Gov¬ 
ernment  land  and  begin  farming  for  himself.  He 
erected  a  log  cabin  which  the  family  occupied 
some  years,  but  it  was  afterward  replaced  by  a 
more  modern  and  commodious  residence.  He  also 
made  other  good  improvements  and  at  the  time  of 
his  death  owned  a  fine  farm.  His  wife,  whoso 
maiden  name  was  Jane  Montgomery,  was  also  a 
native  of  Argyleshire,  and,  like  her  husband,  died 
on  the  old  homestead  in  Boone  County.  They 
were  the  parents  of  six  children,  wlio  grew  to  ma¬ 
ture  years,  all  sons:  Robert,  John,  Gavin,  David 
Alexander  and  William.  ’ 

Iho  subject  of  this  sketch  was  a  lad  of  thirteen 


summers  when,  with  Ms  flnirenkj,  he  left  the  old 
borne  in  Scotland  and  crewed  the  broad  Atlantic 
to  America.  He  was  reared  to  manhood  in  Boone 
County,  amid  the  wild  scenes  of  frontier  life,  ami 
lessons  of  industry  and  economy  were  inetillod 
5  ,,is  miRd  "'hen  a  youth.  At  a  very  early  age, 
be  began  aiding  bis  father  in  the  arduous  taskof 
developing  a  farm,  and  the  oEmn*  sons  did  like¬ 
wise,  so  that  the  family  prospered,  and  as  soon  as 
the  first  farm  was  paid  for,  the  fathor  purchased 
other  land  and  subsequently  divided  with  his  sons. 
Mr.  Ralston  obtained  his  share  of  the  laud,  so  that 
at  the  time  of  his  marriage  ho  had  a  homo  to  which 
to  bring  his  bride.  He  now  owns  and  occupies  a 
good  farm  on  section  25,  Ilarlem  Township,  where 
well-tilled  fields  and  all  the  necessary  improve¬ 
ments  attest  the  fact  that  the  owner  is  a  man  of 
thrift  and  enterprise, 

In  Juno,  1858,  Mr.  Ralston  was  united  in  the 
I  ho,Y  of  matrimony  with  Miss  June,  daughter 
of  William  and  Elizabeth  (Andrews)  Ralston,  "rhe 
lady  Is  a  native  of  Argyleshire,  Scotland,  and  by 
her  marriage  has  become  the  mother  of  four  chil¬ 
dren:  Gavin,  William,  John  and  Elizabeth.  The 
parents  and  family  are  all  members  of  the  Willow 
Creek  Presbyterian  Church.  The  Ralston  house¬ 
hold  is  the  abode  of  hospitality  and  its  representa¬ 
tives  rank  high  in  social  circles  in  this  community. 
In  his  business  enreor,  Mr.  Ralston  has  met,  with 
excellent  success,  such  ns  comes  to  an  -energetic 
and  industrious  man, and  is  now  numbered  amorm 
the  substantial  farmers  of  Winnebago  County. 


ARIEL  S.  RICHARDS,  who  is  one  of  the 
Jf  pionems  of  Winnebago  County  of  1888, 
is  a  native  of  I  a*  vi  ngston  Con  n  ty,  N.  Y*h  is 
natal  day  being  November  21,  18<M.  «)m* 
subject  is  the  son  of  Daniel  and  Clara  (Lueh) 
Richards,  natives  of  Litchfield,  Conn.  Ilia  grand¬ 
father,  Daniel  Richards,  hailed  from  England,  and, 
on  coming  to  the  United  States  when  a  young  man, 
located  in  Connecticut,  where  ho  was  married  and 
icared  a  family  of  three  sons  and  two  daughters. 
Ho  was  a  patriot  in  the  Revolutionary  War,  hold¬ 
ing  the  rank  of  a  commissioned  officer. 


I  he  father  of  our  subject;  commanded  a  com- 
W  of  militiamen  just  at  the  close  of  the  War  of 
1812,  but  did  not  participate  in  any  active  on- 
gagement.  He  removed  from  Connecticut  to 
Rochester,  N.  Y.,  but  soon  thereafter  settled  near 
wllioh  iB  in  the  present 

0f  that  C1^’  on  which  is  located  the  Lima 
Seminary.  He  lived  to  attain  the  age  of  sixty-six 
years,  and  was  preceded  to  the  better  land  by  his 

Z\rT^  'T  tb0  ParCnte  °f  ninc  o'MMwn, 

R'£mcls  ^  his  Ullion  with  his  second 
vife,  Mrs.  Hannah  Chapman,  became  the  father  of 
three  children. 

Our  subject  was  three  years  of  age  at  the  death 
of  las  mother,  and,  being  reared  on  the  homo  farm 
was  given  a  good  education  in  the  district  schools 
which  he  attended  until  reaching  bis  sixteenth 
year.  I„  the  town  of  Wethersfield,  Wyoming 
County,  he  was  married  to  Matilda  Tyler,  who 
(hod  within  six  months  after  her  marriage.  Mr 
Richards  then  disposed  of  las  property,  aiul,  com¬ 
ing  to  Illinois,  made  claim  to  a  tract  of  land  on 
Sugar  River  Bottoms,  near  Durand.  Later  re¬ 
turning  to  Now  York,  he  was  married  to  Charlotte 
WaiTen,  and  in  1841  again  took  up  his  abode  in 
tliolrmr, estate,  making  his  home  on  the  claim 
which  he  had  entered  in  1838.  Tins  he  improved 
and  resided  upon  for  five  years,  when  lie  removed 
to  another  farm,  and  later,  in  company  with  his 
bi  other,  Benjamin  R,  became  interested  in  the 
manufacture  of  lime.  This  connection  lasted  until 
18f>»,  when  our  subject  removed  from  Pccatonica 
whore  he  bought  a  small  tract  of  land,  and  con¬ 
tinued  in  the  lime  business  for  the  two  following 
years.  At  the  end  of  that  time,  he  came  to  Durand 
and  engaged  in  farming,  at  the  same  time  Operat¬ 
ing  a  threshing-machine  in  the  fall  of  each  year 
which  he  owned.  Mr,  Richards  has  since  resided 
m  Wyoming  County,  with  the  exception  of  the 
tune  spent  with  his  children  in  Iowa. 

To  our  subject  and  his  wife  have  been  born  six 
children,  viz.:  Jane,  Janet,  Belle,  Dora,  Minnie,  and 
Louisa.  In  his  political  relations,  lie  was  first  a 
Democrat,  then  a  Free  Soilor,  next  a  Republican, 
and  is  now  a  Prohibitionist.  He  has  never  been 
th0  incumbent  of  any  public  office,  preferring  to 
give  his  lime  to  his  private  interests,  and  even 
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when  elected  Justice  of  the  Peace,  refused  to  qual- 
ify.  In  religious  matters,  he  is  a  member  of  ' the 
United  Brethren  Church,  with  which  body  he  be¬ 
came  connected  in  1844,  and  has  since  acted  as  a 
oeal  preacher.  He  is  a  well-preserved  old  gentle- 
man  and  bears  the  good-will  and  respect  of  all 
who  know  him. 


^AVID  CARLSON.  A  representative  local 
enterprise  is  that  of  Carlson  &  Nygren, 
contractors,  carpenters  and  builders  of 
Rockford,  where  the  firm  is  doing  a  very 
successful  business.  Our  subject  was  original!? 
from  Kalmar  Lan,  Smoland  Province,  Sweden^ 
on  December  15,  1856,  and  as  lie  grew  to  man- 

wiL  Jn  lisitrade  in  Ws  native  Gt>untry- 

B  bile  still  single,  he  came  to  the  States  and  very 
con  located  in  Rockford,  where  be  has  won  Z 
onviable  reputation  as  a  contractor  and  builder. 
He  has  erected  many  of  the  finest  buildings  in 
Rockford,  and  is  a  skillful  and  reliable  workman, 
lie  Irns-a  new  residence  at  No.  709  Second  Avenue 
which  is  one  of  the  many  nice  Swedish  homes  in 

ZTwsti  T°ugh  °nly  a  residentof 

since  1880,  lie  has  many  warm  friends.  For  about 
.  hree  years  after  coming  to  Rockford,  Mr.  Carlson 
Was  in  the  furniture  factory,  and  later  embarked  in 
fciie  carpenter  and  contracting  business. 

He  was  married  in  Rockford  to  Miss  Mary  A 
Benson  also  a  native  of  Sweden,  born  February 
16,  866,  and  who  was  two  years  of  age  when  she 
was  bi  ought  by  her  parents  to  the  United  States 
Ihe  fruits  of  this  union  are  two  children,  Elsie 
V.  and  Roland  D.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Carlson  are  ener- 
gctic,  enterprising  young  people  and  are  well  liked 
in  the  community.  Both  are  members  of  the  Swed¬ 
ish  Zion  Lutheran  Church  and  he  is  a  Trustee  of 
the  same.  In  politics,  he  is  identified  with  the 
Republican  party.  Ho  is  a  stockholder  and  Di¬ 
rector  in  the  Excelsor  Furniture  Company  and  a 
stockholder  in  the  Rockford  Manufacturing  Com¬ 
pany.  °  ‘ 

Mr.  Carlson ‘s  father,  Carl  Johnson, and  his  step, 
mother,  Ann  (Danielson)  Johnson,  now  reside  in 
Kalnrni  Lan,  Sweden,  and  arc  well  along  in 
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years,.  The  father  is  a  carpenter  and  operates  a 
sawmill  in  his  native  country.  Our  subject's 
mother  died  when  comparatively  a  young  woman. 
She  was  the  mother  of  seven  children,  of  whom  our 
subject  is  fourth  in  order  of  birth.  All  are  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Lutheran  Swedish  Church. 

Mrs.  Carlson’s  parents,  Jonas  and  Johanna 
(Peterson)  Benson,  came  to  this  country  in  1868, 
and  settled  in  Rockford,  where  they  have  a  com¬ 
fortable  home  on  Sixth  Street  The.  father  is  sixty- 
six  years  of  age  and  the  mother  is  sixty-seven. 
The  former  is  a  wood  mechanic  and  is  now  with* 
the  Skandia  Plow  Company.  Both  are  members 
of  the  Zion  Lutheran  Church.  Mrs.  Carlson  is  the 
only  child  born  of  his  union,  although  her  mothor, 
by  a  former  marriage,  had  three  children. 


VILLIAM  F.  ACKERLY  (deceased).  Hew 
York  State  has  given  to  Winnebago 
County ,  Ill,,  many  estimable  citizens,  but 
she  has  contributed  none  more  highly  respected, 
°1’’  fQr  conscientious  discharge  of  duty  in  every 
relation  of  life,  more  worthy  of  respect  and  esteem 
than  was  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  Re  was  born 
in  Delaware  County,  N.  Y,  on  the  12th  of 
September  1832,  and  his  father,  Jonathan  Ack- 
eily,  was  also  a  native  of  that  county,  and  a  mill¬ 
wright  by  trade.  The  elder  Mr.  Ackerly  was  mar¬ 
ried  m  Delaware  County  to  Miss  Charlotte  Free¬ 
man  hut  subsequently  removed  to  Allegany  Coun  ty, 
•N.  1.,  and  thence  to  Comment,  Ohio,  where  he 
was  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits.  There 
"S  f‘rTSt  ™fe  died  md  he  W!ls  afterwards  married 
a  Miss  Barnes.  Later  he  moved  to  Battle  Creek, 
Mich.,  and  here  his  death  occurred,  when  seventy- 
ive  years  of  age.  His  widow,  who  Survives  him 
and  who  is  now  quite  aged,  resides  with  a  daugh¬ 
ter  m  a  town  near  Bradford,  Pa.  William 
I.  Ackerly  was  one  of  iive  children,  tlu>00 
daughters  and  two  sons,  born  to  his  father’s  first 
nmon.  All  but  our  subject  are  now  living  and 
are  successful  m  their  different  occupations.  The 
ather  was  a  skilled  mechanic  and  a  very  successful 
businessman  In  the  spring  of  1856,  ho  came  to 
Ymnebago  County  and  engaged  in  the  lumber 


«.  business  in  Cherry  Valley.  Later  ho  sold  out  and 
S  purchased  two  hundred  and  sixty-two  acres  of  land 
i.  in  Guilford  Township,  and  this  ho  carried  on  in 
r  connection  with  his  business  as  a  contractor  and 
I-  builder.  He  was  possessed  of  excellent  business 
acumen,  was  well  and  favorably  known  all  over 
a  the  county,  and  his  death,  which  occurred  on  the 
i,  22d  of  May,  1800,  was  the  occasion  of  universal 

-  sorrow.  Ho  selected  as  his  companion  in  life  Miss 

-  Adeline  M.  Alexander,  a  native  of  Maryland  Town- 

•  ship,  Delaware  County,  N.  Y.,  and  their  mip- 

*  tials  were  celebrated,,  in  Cattaraugus  County  of 
J  that  State.  Mrs.  Ackerly  was  the  daughter  of 
i  Nelson  and  Polly  (Bacon)  Alexander,  the  father  a 
’  aatiy°  of  Now  Hampshire  and  the  mother  of  Con¬ 
necticut,  The  father  was  of  Scotch  descent.  After 
marriage  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Alexander  resided  in  Mary¬ 
land  for  some  time  but  finally  moved  to  Cattarau¬ 
gus  County,  N.  Y,  where,  Mr.  Alexander,  in  con¬ 
nection  with  farming,  followed  the  blacksmith 
trade.  Ho  died  April  5, .1392,  in  his  eighty-fifth  year. 
Helmd  ever  been  a  prominent  man  in  his  county 
and  had  held  many  of  the  local  offices.  He  was  a 
man  of  great  intelligence,  a  groat  reader,  and  a 
well-informed  historian  and  Bible  reader.  He  was 
a  Republican  in  his  political  views,  with  Prohibi¬ 
tion  proclitics.  In  Ids  religious  views  tic  favored 
the  Hid versaiist  belief.  II is  wife  died  November 
A  3  887,  when  seventy-three  years  of  age.  She  was 
a  noble  woman  and  had  many  warm  friends.  Mr. 
Ackerly  of  this  notice  was  also  a  Universal ist  in 
his  religious  belief,  and  was  recognized  as  one  of 
the  county’s  most  esteemed  citizens.  After  his 
death  Mrs.  Ackerly  moved  to  the  city  of  Rockford 
and  is  now  residing  at  No.  201  South  Twelfth  Street. 
She  was  reared  and  educated  i«  Cattaraugus 

ounty,  N.  1,,  and  is  a  lady  possessed  of  more 
than  the  ordinary  degree  of  intelligence  and  judg- 
ment.  To  her  marriage  were  born  five  children':  EH  a 
M.,  wife  of  Holden  Turner,  who  Owns  and  resides 
on  a  lino  farm  in  Guilford  Township,  Frederick; 

M,  married  Miss  Nellie  Adams,  and  resides  at  No. 

20o  South  Twelfth  Street;  Frank  F.,  contractor 
mid  builder  at  Pomeroy,  Iowa,  married  Miss 
Rntie  Blackmgton,  of  Iowa;  Jessie  M.  became 
the  wife  Of  B.  F,  Brown,  a  farmer  of  Guilford 
Township;  and  J.  Clark,  who  is  an  intelligent 
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young  median ie,  resides  with  his  mother.  Mr. 
Ackerly,  the  father  of  these  children,  was  a 
Muster  Mason  of  Cherry  Valley  Lodge  No. 
173  and  was  a  Knight  Templar  of  Rockford  Lodge 
No.  17.  He  took  a  deep  interest  in  Masonic  affairs 
and  was  buried  with  those  honors. 


-f  s'**— 


f  ETER  J.  LILJEIIOLM,  a  successful  carver, 
)  designer  and  draughtsman,  in  the  employ 
of  the  Rockford  Folding  Bed  Company, 
Of  Rockford,  is  connected  with  this  flour¬ 
ishing  enterprise,  and  also  with  the  Union  Furni¬ 
ture  Company,  as  stockholder  and  Director.  lie 
was  born  in  Orobro  City,  Sweden,  on  the  10th  of 
April,  1845.  His  father,  John  Johnson,  spent  his 
entire  life  in  that  land,  whore  he,  followed  the  oc¬ 
cupations  of  farming  and  cabinet-making,  being  a 
skilled  mechanic.  He  passed  away  at  the  age  of 
sixty  years.  His  wife  and  all  the  children,  with 
the  exception  of  our  subject,  are  still  residents  of 
Sweden.  Mrs.  Johnson  is  now  more  than  four¬ 
score,  years  of  age,  and  is  a  member  of  the  Swedish 
Luthoran  Church,  to  which  her  husband  also  be¬ 
longed, 


Mr.  Liljehohn,  whose  name  heads  this  record,  and 
whose  portrait  is  shown  on  the  opposite  page,  is 
the  only  member  of  his  father’s  family  who  lias 
become  a  permanent  resident  of  the  United  States. 
The  educational  advantages  which  ho  received 
were  those  of  the  common  schools.  In  his  native 
city  ho  was  roared  to  manhood,  and  served  an 
apprenticeship  to  the  trade  of  cabinet-making, 
which  he  has  followed  more  or  loss  throughout  his 
entire  life.  Since  coming  to  this  country,  he  has 
also  'learned  the  trade  of  designing.  It  was  in 
1870  that  he  bade  good-hyo  to  his  old  homo  and 
crossed  the  Atlantic.  On  board  the  same  vessel 
on  which  he  sailed  was  Miss  Anna  Lindstrom,  who 
was  born  and  reared  in  the  same  locality  as  our 
subject,  .Soon  after  their  arrival  in  this  county, 
they  were  married  in  Chicago,  and  the  following 
year  they  became  residents  of  this  city, 

Mrs.  Liljoholm  is  also  the  only  one  of  her  family 
residing  in  America.  Her  father,  Eric  Johnson, 
was  a  successful  farmer  of  Sweden,  where  lie 


died  some  years  ago.  His  wife  is  also  deceased, 
but  the  children  are  still  living  in  the  old  home, 
and  all  are  members  of  the  Swedish  Lutheran 
Church.  The  mother  was  well  advanced  in  years 
when  she  died.  Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Liljehohn  have 
boon  born  seven  children,  six  of  whom  are  living: 
Minnie  W.,  a  young  lady  of  about  twenty  sum¬ 
mers:  Ida,  a  book-keeper  in  the  employ  of  Gust 
Lindblade,  a  grocer  of  this  city;  Ilelnia,  Alice, 
Hattie  and  Wesley,  who  are  still  under  the  pa¬ 
rental  roof. 

The  parents  hold  membership  with  the  Swedish 
Methodist  Church,  in  which  Mr.  Liljehohn  has 
served  as  Trustee,  and  in  its  upbuilding  and  ad- 
vanecmentHhey  take  an  active  interest.  He  is  also 
a  warm  advocate  of  temperance  principles,  and 
votes  with  the  Prohibition  party.  Ilis  life  has 
been  well  and  worthily  spent,  and  he  has  thereby 
gained  the  respect  of  all  with  whom  he  has  come 
in  contact.  Since  locating  in  this  city,  in  1871, 
he  has  been  connected  with  its  furniture  interests, 
and  has  done  some  very  fine  work  as  a  cabinet- 
net  maker  and  designer,  acquiring  a  competence 
through  his  industry  and  good  judgment. 

D,  ATE  L.  COLBY.  The  Pecatonica  2Sfews  is 
I  a  bright  and  newsy  weekly,  and  lias  aided 
.  in  no  small  way  in  promoting  the  inter¬ 
ests  of  the  village  where  it  is  published.  It  is  a 
successful  representative  of  the  people  of  the 
place  where  it  is  located,  and  its  value  in  the 
community  cannot  be  estimated.  Tireless  in  its 
defense  of  the  right,  and  fearless  in  its  denuncia¬ 
tion  of  the  evils  of  the  age,  it  has  won  an  envia¬ 
ble  reputation  among  the  best  people  of  the  county, 
and  its  popularity  is  proved  by  a  constantly  in¬ 
creasing  subscription  list. 

Ihe  editor  and  publisher  of  this  paper  was  born 
in  Beloit,  Wis.,  December  20,  1854,  the  son  of 
Nathan  I).  and  Sybil  W.(Pearsc)  Colby.  The  father, 
who  was  born  in  Emden,  Somerset  County,  Me.,  Oc¬ 
tober  1, 1810,  came  west  to  Wisconsin  July  12, 1847, 
where  he  followed  the  trade  of  a  miller  for  a  time, 
and  later  took  contracts  for  moving  buildings.  He 
lived  retired  for  some  time  prior  to  liis  decease, 
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which  occurred  July  12*  1891.  He  was  a  bravo 
defender  of  his  country  during  times  of  peril; 
politically,  was  a  Republican,  and  in  the  various 
county  offices  which  he  held  was  distinguished  for 
efficiency  and  faithful  discharge  of  duties.  H$ 
was  one  of  seven  children  born  to  Ebon  Colby, 
who  was  born  and  married  in  and  was  a  life-long 
resident  of  Maine. 

The  mother  of  our  subject,  known  in  maiden¬ 
hood  as  Sybil  W.  Pease,  was  born  in  South  Nor- 
ridgewoek,  Me., September  11, 1818,  and  died  in  Be¬ 
loit,  Wis.,  December  17,  1884.  Her  marriage,  which 
was  solemnized  in  her  native  place  in  1844,  was 
blessed  by  the  birth  of  five  children,  four  sons  and 
one  daughter.  She  was  a  cheerful  helpmate  to  her 
husband,  whom  she  aided  in  all  his  enterprises 
and  cheered  with  her  sympathy.  Obliged  for  years 
after  her  marriage  to  use  the  strictest  economy  in 
regulating  the  household  expenses,  it  was  in  no 
small  degree  due  to  her  frugality  and  management 
that  prosperity  afterward  rewarded  their  efforts. 

In  his  youth  our  subject  learned  the  trade  of  a 
printer  in  a  printing  establishment  at  Beloit,  Wis., 
and  gained  a  good  education  in  the  schools  of  his 
native  city.  In  1870,  he  went  to  Milwaukee, 
where  he  beennm  a  compositor  in  the  office  of  the 
Sentinel ,  but  the  following  year  removed  to  Davis, 
Ill.,  and  took  charge  of  a  newspaper  there.  A 
few  months  after  locating  there,  lie  purchased  and 
removed  the  plant  to  Peeatonica,  and  in  partner¬ 
ship  until  his  brother,  William  A.,  established  the 
Actus.  In  1880,  he  bought  his  brother's  interest, 
and  has  since  conducted  the  paper  with  marked 
success. 

September  15,  1880,  Mr.  Cplby  was  married  at 
Freeport,  Ill.,  to  Miss  Ella  M.  Smith,  who  was 
born  in  Stephenson  County,  tins  State,  the  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Gilbert  F.  and  Helen  M.  (Shaw)  Smith. 
They  are  the  parents  of  three  children,  namely; 
Gilbert  F.,  born  July  27,1881;  Claude  A.,  July 
19,1883  and  Smith  W.,  May  15, 1887.  The  religious 
home  of  the  family  is  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  and  Mr.  Colby  is  a  member  of  the  Official 
Board.  Politically,  lie  is  a  Republican  and  has 
filled  various  positions  of  trust,  serving  as  Town- 
ship  Clerk  for  five  years,  mem  her  of  the  Board  of 
Education  and  President  of  the  Republican  Club. 


In  his  social  connections,  he  is  identified  with  the 
A.  W.  Rawson  Lodge,  F.  &  A.  M. ;  the  Eureka  Camp, 
M.  W.  A.,  Monitor  Garrison  No.  19,  Knights  of 
the  Globo,  and  formerly  connected  with  the 
Independent  Order  of  Odd  Follows.  He  is  chief 
of  the  Fire  Department,  President  of  the  Electric 
Light  plant,  and  otherwise  identified  with  one  of 
the  most  progressive  measures  for  the  upbuilding 
of  the  community, 


W-  REYNOLDS  is  numbered  among  the  early 
(C(  so^ers  Itaekford.  Ho  first  came  to  this 
city  in  1840,  but  did  not  make  a  perman¬ 
ent  location  until  ten  years  later.  For  the  past 
forty-two  years  ho  1ms  been  one  of  the  well-known 
olcismis  of  Winnebago  County.  Ho  claims  New' 
York  &s  the  State  of  Ins  nativity  and  there  re¬ 
sided  until  1835,  when,  with  his  parents,  he  be¬ 
came  a  resident  of  Michigan,  His  educational 
advantages  wore  limited,  but  nature  had  endowed 
him  with  a  fund  of  common  sense,  and  by  experi¬ 
ence  and  observation  he  has  made  up  for  the  lack 
of  those  privileges  of  schooling  which  many  re- 
c^-  .  IIis  homo  for  six  yearn  was  in  La  Fayette, 
Yv  iX,  wuorc  ho  wont  iff  1847,  and  whore  ho  served 
as  Sheriff.  In  1840,  he  came  to  Illinois  and  was 
employed  in  the  Galena  mines  until  1850,  when 
lie  located  permanently  in  Rockford. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  James  Reynolds,  ns 
before  stated,  brought  his  family  to  the  West  in 
1885.  He  was  born  near  Elmira,  N.  Yr.,  and  was 
descended  from  a  good  New  England  family,  He 
made  farming  his  life  work  and  was  successful  in 
his  undertakings.  In  1 840,  ho  loft  Wisconsin  and 
settled  in  Dixon,  Lee  County,  Ill.,  whore  both  he 
and  his  wife  spent  their  remaining  days.  The 
death  of  Mr.  Reynolds  occurred  at  the  age  of 
seventy-six  years,  and  his  wife  passed  away  at 
the  age  of  threc-scoro  years  and  ten. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  married  in  Min¬ 
eral  Point,  Wis,,  to  Miss  Esther  Grover,  a  native 
of  Cattaraugus  County,  N.  Y.s  who,  when  a 
maiden  of  seventeen  summers,  ctuno  to  Illinois, 
and  for  a  short  time  resided  in  Winnebago 
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County.  g|io  thou  went  to  the  home  of  her  sister 
in  Mineral  Point,  Wis.,  where  she  was  afterward 
married.  ‘  .She  has  been  a  true  and  faithful  help¬ 
mate  to  her  husband,  and  their  united  efforts  and 
labors  have  brought  them  a  handsome  competence. 
They  now  have  one  of  the  finest  homes  on  North 
Court  Street,  and  over  this  palatial  residence 
Mrs.  Reynolds  presides  as  a  kind  hostess,  over 
ready  to  welcome  her  friends,  who  are  many.  In 
the  family  are  two  children. 

On  coming  to  Rockford,  Mv.  Reynolds  estab¬ 
lished  a  livery  stable  and  became  a  buyer  and 
shipper  of  horses.  His  purchases  wore  very  largo, 
and  he  shipped  extensively  to  the  South  and 
Southwest,  especially  during  the  war.  He  ran  a 
large  livery  stable  from  1350  until  1867,  thus  ac-  i 
(poring  a  handsome  competence,  and  while  en¬ 
gaged  in  that  business  became  acquainted  with  ! 
the  leading  horsemen  of  the  country,  many  of 
whom  ho  yet  numbers  among  his  warm  Mends.  He 
is  now  practically  living  a  retired  life,  but  is  yet  a 
stockholder  in  many  of  tho  local  enterprises  of 
the  city  and  is  a  stockholder  and  Director  in  the 
Second  National  Bank.  He  has  taken  an  active 
interest  in  all  that  pertains  to  the  welfare  of 
Rockford  and  its  upbuilding  and  has  been  identi¬ 
fied  with  its  history.  His  life  has  been  a  success¬ 
ful  one,  and  as  the  result  of  his  industry  and  per¬ 
severance  he  has  acquired  considerable  wealth.  In 
polities,  he  hits  long  been  a  Democrat  but  1ms 
never  been  an  office-seeker.  His  acquaintance 
throughout  the  community  is  extensive  and  em¬ 
braces  the  best  people. 

ENRY  P.  KIMBALL.  Prom  the  date  of 
Ifll  llis  an’ival  'm  Rockford,  in  Juno,  1852, 
until  his  death,  May  10,  1889,  Mr.  Kimball. 

(|p)  was  closely  identified  with  the  progress  of 
tins  city  in  various  ways  and  was  especially  promi¬ 
nent  as  a  horticulturist,  having  engaged  in  that 
occupation  for  seventeen  years.  He  was  Secretary 
Of  the  County  Agricultural  Society,  and  contri¬ 
buted  liis  ablest  efforts  to  promote  Us  interests,  as 
well  as  tho  good  of  his  fellow-citizens  along  social, 
educational  and  philanthropic  lines, 


The  same  fearless  independence  which  ever 
characterized  Mr.  Kimball  was  displayed  in  his 
political  preferences.  He  was  in  no  sense  of  that 
word  an  office-seeker  and  at  one  time  voted  with 
the  Republicans.  He  afterwards  voted  for  Horace 
Greeley  and  became  a  Democrat.  He  was  an  up¬ 
right,  energetic  man,  a  kind  neighbor,  an  influen¬ 
tial  citizen,  and  true  in  every  relation  of  life,  Mr. 
Kimball  died  May  10,  1889,  when  sixty  years 
of  age. 

Although  a  native  of  New  Hampshire,  Mr. 
Kimball  was  reared  and  educated  in  Maine  and 
was  a  student  in  Colby  University,  of  Maine, 
later  graduating  from  Rochester  (N.  Y.)  Univer¬ 
sity.  After  completing  his  education,  he  became 
a  teacher  and  was  thus  engaged  in  Maine  for  sev¬ 
eral  years,  meeting  with  success  in  that  profession. 
In  his  young  manhood  he  removed  to  the  West, 
and  in  Winnebago  County  was  married  to  Miss 
Ellen  Haskell,  a  native  of  Massachusetts,  who  was 
quite  young  when  her  parents  came  to  Illinois  an  d 
located  in  Alton.  She  was  nine  years  old  when 
they  settled  in  Rockford  in  1838,  and  since  that 
time  she  has  made  her  home  in  this  city.  There 
are  few  citizens  of  Rockford  who  are  not  ac¬ 
quainted  with  her  personalty,  or  at  least  familiar 
with  her  name,  for  her  long  life  here  has  made 
her  well  known,  and  her  kindness  of  heart  has 
won  for  her  the  respect  of  all. 

The  father  of  Mrs.  Kimball  was  Dr.  George 
Haskell,  one  of  the  first  physicians  of  Rockford 
and  a  leader  in  every  measure  which  was  calcu¬ 
lated  for  the  benefit  of  the  place,  On  account  of 
ill  health,  he  was  compelled  to  relinquish  liis  prac¬ 
tice  a  few  years  after  he  came  to  this  city,  and 
afterward  led  nn  out-of-door  life  as  much  as  pos¬ 
sible.  He  was  employed  in  different  ways  hut  de¬ 
voted  much  of  his  time  to  horticulture  and  was  a 
loving  student  of  nature.  His  sympathy  was 
given  in  behalf  of  progress  and  advancement, and 
his  life  was  one  of  uprightness  and  honor. 

In  his  native  State,  I)r.  Haskell  was  married  to 
Miss  Eunice  Edwards,  who  was  born  and  reared 
in  Acton,  Mass.,  not  far  from  the  old  town  of 
Concord.  She  labored  to  assist  her  husband, 
whoso  faithful  helpmate  she  remained  until  his 
death,  since  which  time  she  has  made  her  home 
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with  her  daughter,  Mrs.  Kimball.  She  lias  at¬ 
tained  to  the  age  of  eighty-sight  (1892)  years, 
but  retains  full  possession  of  her  mental  faoulties 
and  is  hale  and  hearty.  Religiously,  she  is  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Christian  Union  Church  of  this  city. 

The  beautiful  home  of  Mrs.  Kimball,  where  she 
resides  with  her  mother  and  son,  is  located  at  No. 
305  Fisher  Avenue  and,  both  within  and  without, 
is  one  of  the  most  attractive  abodes  in  the  city. 
Since  the  death  of  her  husband,  Mrs.  Kimball  has 
assumed  charge  of  his  business  affairs,  which  she 
conducts  with  judgment  and  success,  She  is  the 
mother  of  three  sons,  namely:  Dr.  Frank  II,,  of 
whom  see  biography  elsewhere  in  this  volume; 
Willis  M.,  Alderman  representing  the  Fourth 
Ward  and  Teller  in  the  Second  National  Bank,  and 
Carl  C.,  who  is  still  with  his  mother  and  is  highly 
educated.  Willis  married  Miss  Isa  Moars  and 
resides  in  a  beautiful  place  at  No.  307  Fisher 
Avenue. 


ORENZO  L.  BUNT,  D.  S.,  is  engaged  in  the 
practice  of  dentistry  on  East  .State  Street  in 
Rockford,  and  has  prosecuted  his  profession 
in  this  city  since  the  spring  of  1877.  Ho  was  as¬ 
sociated  with  Dr.  E.  J.  .Johnson,  one  of  the  oldest 
dentists  of  the  city,  until  October,  1879,  when  he 
opened  an  office  of  his  own  at  No.  418  East  State 
His  rooms  are  pleasant,  attractive  and  well  ar¬ 
ranged,  and  his  work  is  satisfactory,  as  is  proven 
by  the  liberal  patronage  lie  receives.  He  is  a  close 
student  of  his  profession  and  keeps  abreast  with 
all  its  discoveries  and  improvements. 

Dr.  Bunt  was  born  in  the  town  of  Wright,  Scho¬ 
harie  County,  N.  Y.,  April  7,  1851,  apd  is  a  son  of 
George  Bunt,  who  was  born  in  the  same  county,  of 
German  parentage.  He  grow  to  manhood  upon  a 
farm  and  followed  that  occupation  until  lie  came 
to  Illinois  in  1853,  when  our  subject  was  only  two 
years  old.  He  then  turned  his  attention  to  the 
carpenter’s  trade,  at  which  he  worked  until  his 
death  in  Rockford,  in  1887,  at  the  age  of  sixty-five 
years.  He  was  Of  a  quiet  and  retiring  disposition, 
but  a  worthy  citizen  and  upright  man  who  had 
many  friends  throughout  the  community.  His 


widow  is  still  living  and  makes  her  homo  with  the 
Doctor.  Her  maiden  name  was  Sarah  A.  Nashold, 
anti  she  to©  was  born  in  Schoharie  County,  of  Gor¬ 
man  lineage.  She  is  a  member  of  the  Methodist 
Church,  to  which  Mr.  Bunt  also  belonged.  They 
were  the  parents  Of  three  children:  Anson,  a  packer 
and  shipper  for  the  John  Barnes  Manufacturing 
Company,  of  this  city.  Ho  married  Lizzie  Carpen¬ 
ter,  and  they  have  one  child,  Frank.  The  sister, 
Delta,  is  the  wife  of  W,  A.  McCaenmond,  a  prom¬ 
inent  portrait  painter  of  Chicago,  by  whom  she 
has  one  son,  Milford. 

Our  subject  is  the  eldest  of  the  three  children. 
Almost  his  entire  life  has  been  spent  in  this  city, 
whore  he  was  reared  to  manhood  and  acquired  his 
primary  education.  Ho  afterward  entered  the 
Michigan  State  University  at  Ann  Arbor  in  the 
fall  of  1873,  completing  his  studios  in  1874.  Ho 
fitted  himself  for  the  practice  of  his  chosen  pro¬ 
fession  with  Dr.  M.  II.  Knapp,  of  Adrian,  Mich., 
now  a  prominent  dentist  of  Jackson,  that  State. 
Ho  then  came  to  Rockford  and  opened  an  office  as 
before  stated. 

Dr.  Bunt  was  married  in  this  city  to  Miss  Min- 
viio  Johnson,  a  native  of  Elmira,  N,  Y.,  who  was 
reared  by  Dr.  E.  J.  Johnson,  of  Rockford.  She  is 
a  lady  of  many  excellencies  of  diameter,  hold  in 
high  esteem  by  all  who  know  her.  They  have  two 
children  :  C.  Lota,  a  daughter  of  twelve  summers, 
and  George  L.,  a  lad  of  four  years. 

The  Doctor  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Cen¬ 
tennial  Methodist  Church.  They  have  a  pleasant 
home  at  No.  20(5  North  Fifth  Street  and  are  held  in 
high  regard  by  a  large  circle  of  friends  and  acquaint¬ 
ances.  The  Doctor  is  a  member  of  Rockford 
Lodge  No.  102,  A.  F.  A  A.  M,;  Winnebago  Chap¬ 
ter  No,  24,  R.  A.  M.;  Adrian  Com  (mimicry  No. 
21,  K.  T.,  and  Oriental  Consistory  No.  1 ,  of  Chi¬ 
cago.  Both  he  and  his  wife  arc  past  officers  of  the 
Eastern  Star  Order,  and  ho  is  a  past  officer  in  So¬ 
cial  Lodge  No.  140, 1.  O.O.  F.;  Rockford  Encamp¬ 
ment  No.  44;  Eureka  Canton,  No.  G;  Patriarch 
Militant  and  Anchor  Rebecca  Degree  Lodge,  No. 
84.  He  is  also  a  member  and  lms  boon  presiding 
officer  of  the  Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen; 
is  a  it'.st  officer  of  the  Knights  of  Honor,  pact 
officer  of  the  Sons  of  America,  and  is  a  charter 


in  ember  of  the  first  order  in  UuY;  State,  Camp 
Washington  No.  (11,  Ho  has  taken  much  inter¬ 
est  in  civic  societies  and  is  an  honored  mem¬ 
ber  in  the  various  organizations  to  which  lie  be¬ 
longs.  He  also  holds  membership  with  the  Dental 
Association  of  Northern  Illinois. 
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\  AM  DILLARD.  This  worthy  and 

|m/  lionorable  gentleman,  who  is  engaged  in 
Y/W  general  farming  on  section  35,  Lo  Roy 
JLownship,  Boone  County,  makes  a  specialty  of  the 
dairy  business.  He  was  born  in  Columbia  County, 
la.,  July  1,  1813,  and  is  a  son  of  Reese  Millard, 
a  native  of  Berks  County,  Pa.  The  father  was  a 
farmer,  and  removed  to  Columbia  County  when  a 
youth  with  his  parents. 

The  grandfather  of  our  subject,  Joseph  Millard, 
was  a  miller  by  trade,  and  superintended  the  op¬ 
erations  of  his  father’s  gristmill  near  Reading,  Pa., 
where  he  was  born.  He  was  a  Quaker,  and  never 
went  beyond  the  boundaries  of  the  Keystone  State. 
The  maiden  name  of  his  wife  was  Phcnbe  John’ 
and  to  them  were  born  a  family  of  two  sons  and 
one  daughter.  The  grandmother  died  wlion  about 
sixty  years  of  age,  but  her  husband  lived  to  attain 
liis  ninetieth  year. 

Reese  Millard  was  married  to  Catherine,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  William  Eitlenhousc,  who  was  a  native  of 
the  same  place  where  his  birth  occurred.  To  them 
were  granted  a  family  of  seven  children,  all  of 
whom,  with  one  exception,  grew  to  mature  years, 
namely:  William  R.,  om-  subject;  Joseph  P,  who 
died  in  March,  1889,  in  Kalamazoo,  Mich.,  when 
about  seventy-four  years  of  age;  Phoebe  (second), 
Anna  R.,  Rebecca  and  Catherine.  Phoebe,  the  first¬ 
born,  died  in  her  third  year. 

The  original  of  this  sketch  and  of  the  portrait 
found  on  the  opposite  page  was  roared  on  it  farm, 
and  started  out  to  do  for  himself  when  twenty 
years  of  age.  In  1832,  he  came  overland  to  Mich¬ 
igan,  but  on  the  death  of  his  fathor  ho  returned 
home  and  remained  until  1888.  In  the  meantime, 
ho  had  married  Mary  Moore,  a  native  of  Luzerne  1 
County,  Pa,,  and  in  the  fall  of  1888  the  young  i 

couple  came  to  Illinois,  stopping  in  Dixon  until  i 


the  spring  of  1841.  On  locating  in  this  county, 
Mr.  Millard  purchased  eigiity  acres  of  Government 
land,  and  within  a  few  years  was  able  to  add  to 
his  estate  until  he  had  two  hundred  and  forty 
acres.  He  comes  of  a  very  wealthy  family,  and  lias 
made  a  success  of  his  calling  as  an  agriculturist. 

Io  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Millard  were  born  six  children, 
all  of  whom  are  living,  namely:  Frances  Cather¬ 
ine,  now  Mrs.  Philip  Stall,  of  LeRoy ;  Dorcas  Eliz¬ 
abeth,  who  married  D.  II.  Jones;  Susan,  the  wife  ' 
of  Thomas  Robins,  a  farmer  in  Le  Roy;  Clarinda 
R-,  Mrs.  Hiram  Day,  of  Caledonia;  Emmor  K.,  who 
married  Hattie  Livermore,  of  New  York,  and  Mary 
M-,  Mrs.  C.  B.  Winkapaugh.  The  wife  and  mother 
departed  tins  life  March  2,  1891,  when  nearly 
eighty-four  years  of  age. 

Our  subject  has  served  ins  fellow-citizens  in 
|  many  positions  of  trust  and  responsibility,  and  is 
well  and  favorably  known  throughout  his  com¬ 
munity.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church,  to  which  his  wife  also  belonged, 
and  m  which  body  they  were  active  workers.  Iu„ 
politics,  he  always  votes  with  the  Republican  party. 

e  visited  his  old  home  in  Pennsylvania  in  the 
fall  of  1891,  spending  some  weeks  with  his  two 
surviving  sisters.  He  is  one  of  the  leading  agri¬ 
culturists  of  Boone  County,  a  pubiie-spirited  and 
enterprising  man,  and  warmly  interested  in  the 
movement  of  public  affairs  and  the  progress  of  all 
good  measures. 


1IRISITAN  STiGMAN  owns  and  operates 
(II  It)  0lle  hundred  and  twenty-seven  acres  of 
!  W  land  in  Cherry  Valley  Township  and  is 
numbered  among  the  early  settlers  of  Winnebago 
County.  He  came  here  in  the  spring  of  1852,  and 
has  since  boon  identified  with  its  history,  has  aided 
in  its  development  and  has  watched  with  interest 
its  growth  and  progress.  The  pioneers  certainly 
deserve  much  credit  and  as  one  of  them  our  sub¬ 
ject  should  be  mentioned  in  this  volume. 

Mr.  Stigman  was  a  native  of  Germany.  n0  was 
born  about  ninety  miles  from  Bremen  in  189*8 
and  is  a  son  of  Henry  and  Christina  (Colemcyerl 
btigman,  His  mother  died  when  he  was  but  an 
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infant  and  his  father  died  during  his  childhood. 
Our  subject  had  but  one  brother  and  ho  died 
young.  Christian  then  went  to  live  with  a  ma¬ 
ternal  uncle  and  in  the  usual  manner  of  farmer 
lads  was  reared  to  manhood.  On  attaining  his 
majority,  in  accordance  with  the  laws  of  the  coun¬ 
try,  he  entered  the  service,  and  for  three  years  was 
in  the  army,  serving  as  a  private.  The  year  sue- 
.  cceding  his  dismissal  was  spent  in  his  native  land, 
after  which  he  emigrated  to  America,  in  the  spring 
of  1852.  He  was  accompanied  by  his  wife  and 
daughter,  having  been  married  at  the  ago  of 
twenty-one  to  Miss  Caroline  Kortie.  After  locat¬ 
ing  in  this  county,  Mr.  Stigman  worked  upon  the 
construction  of  a  railroad  at  $1.00  per  day. 
Like  most  of  his  countrymen,  he  came  to  America 
empty-handed  and  has  since  acquired  all  of  his 
property. 

In  1854,  cholera  was  epidemic  and  his  wife  fell  a 
victim  to  the  terrible  scourge.  She,  with  four 
others  of  the  Kortie  family,  died  within  two 
“  weeks.  Mr.  Stigman  was  also  attacked  and  his 
life  was  despaired  of,  but  through  good  nurs¬ 
ing  and  a  strong  constitution  he  recovered.  He 
has  since  been  a  second  time  married,  this  union 
being  with  Christiana  Possmeyer,  of  Germany, 
daughter  of  Iienry  and  Augusta  (Brown)  Poss¬ 
meyer.  Her  parents  spent  their  entire  Jives  in 
the  Fatherland,  the  former  dying  in  18G6,  at  the 
age  of  sixty-one,  and  the  mother  dying  in  18(17, 
at  the  same  age,  Their  family  numbered  two  sons 
and  three  daughters,  but  only  two  are  now  Jiving: 
the  wife  of  our  subject,  and  William,  who  is  living 
in  Germany  at  the  age  of  fifty-eight  years.  Unto 
Mr,  and  Mrs.  Stigman  have  been  born  eight  chil¬ 
dren,  four  sons  and  four  daughters,  but  two  arc 
now  deceased  :  Frank,  who  died  in  1874  at  the 
age  of  thirteen  years,  and  Lotos,  who  died  in  1880 
at  the  age  of  two  and  a  half.  The  living  arc 
Anna  ;  Julia,  wife  of  Fred  Hay,  of  Rockford  *Lot- 
tie,  Edward,  Charles  and  Lillie. 

^  Some  time  after  locating  in  this  county,  Mr. 
Stigman  in  company  with  his  two  brothers-in-law 
purchased  ninety  acres  of  land  and  his  third 
formed  the  nucleus  of  his  present  good  farm  of 
one  hundred  and  twenty-seven  acres.-  This  land 
was  mostly  covered  with  timber  which  he  himself 


Clenrod  away,  and  then  developed  rich  and  fortile 
fields  which  now  yield  to  him  a  good  income.  Uo 
has  been  very  successful  in  his  labors  and  the  able 
assistance  of  bis  estimablo  wife  lists  also  been  an 
important  factor  in  his  success.  They  are  Luth¬ 
erans  in  religious  belief,  and  Mr.  Stigman  generally 
votes  with  the  Republican  party  but  has  never 
taken  an  active  part  in  political  affairs. 


JJ"',  OHN  CLARK,  who  follows  general  farming 
on  section  84,  Cherry  Valley  Township, 
Winnebago  Count}',  first  opened  bis  eyes 
to  the  light  of  day  in  Scotland,  in  1828. 
lie  is  one  of  a  family  of  eight  sons  and  throe 
daughters,  the  parents  being  Samuel  and  Mar¬ 
garet  (Templeton)  Clark.  Ills  father  followed 
farming  upon  rented  land  and  died  in  Scotland  at 
the  ago  of  seventy-eight  years,  his  wife  passing 
away  at  the  ago  of  sixty-five  years. 

Under  the  parental  roof  our  subject  was  roared 
to  manhood,  no  event  of  special  importance  occur¬ 
ring  during  Ins  childhood  days.  Ho  mine  to  this 
country  in  August,  1851,  when  twenty-throe  years 
of  age,  and  in  the  vicinity  of  Cincinnati,  Ohio, 

I  Allowed  the  occupation  of  farming  upon  rented 
land  for  some  twenty  years.  As  a  companion  and 
a  helpmate  on  life’s  journey,  lie  chose  Miss  Cath¬ 
erine  Allison,  a  native  of  .Scotland,  and  a  daughter 
of  James  and  Janet  (Greenlees)  Allison.  Their 
union  was  celebrated  in  August,  1855,  and  has 
been  blessed  with  a  family  of  ten  children,  two 
sons  and  eight  daughters  :  James  ;  Margaret,  wife 
of  Isaac  Turrcll,  Principal  of  one  of  the  schools  of 
Cincinnati,  Ohio;  Samuel;  Jessie,  wife  of  Hugh 
McEvoy ,  of  Dallas,  Tex.;  Catherine,  who  is  engaged 
in  teaching  in  Dallas  ;  Flora,  wife  of  Abram  Davis, 
a  farmer;  Agnes,  Mary,  Mattie  and  Ella.  The 
family  circle  still  remains  unbroken,  although 
some  have  left  the  parental  roof,  and  there  are 
also  sixteen  grandchildren.  Of  the  two  sons,  one 
is  a  fanner  in  McPherson  County,  Kan.,  and  the 
other  is  engaged  in  the  roal-ostato  business  in 
Canton,  Kan. 

It  was  in  the  autumn  of  1871  that  Mr.  Clark  re¬ 
moved  with  his  family  to  Illinois,  coining  through 


Ohicri-o  at  the  time  the  great  fire  was  raging  in 
that  nly.  He  settled  in  Winnebago  County, 
pun  -ing  a  farm  of  one  hundred  and  twenty 
aen-  at  *24  per  acre,  and  to  this  ho  has  since  added 
u»!.i  now  two  hundred  acres  of  valuable  land  pay 
tribute  to  las  care  and  cultivation.  He  has  laid 
eight  hundred  rods  of  tiling  upon  the  place,  has 
elected  a  good  residence  and  large  barns  and  is 
recognized  as  one  of  the  successful  agriculturists  of 
tins  county.  He  deserves  all  the  more  credit  in  that 
lm  prosperity  is  due  entirely  to  his  own  efforts. 
In  politics,  he  is  a  Democrat,  and  himself  and  wife 
are  members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  Darin- 
the  twenty  years  of  their  residence  in  this  county 
thoy  have  made  many  friends  and  are  well  and 
favorably  known  in  this  communit}'. 
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RANC1S  RUTGER  was  born  in  the  Palatin- 

IH©  11,0  Bavaria,  Germany,  in  1829.  After 
receiving  a  common-school  education,  ho 
chose  teaching  as  his  profession,  and  prepared 
himself  for  the  work  at  Spiers  on  the  Rhine.  The 
troubles  of  1848-49,  in  which  he  took  part  on  the 
liberal  side,  compelled  him  to  seek  a  home  in 
another  country,  and  he  came  to  America  in  1849. 
When  the  great  Rebellion  broke  out,  he  enlisted  in 
the  Twelfth  Illinois  Infantry  as  a  private  in  Com¬ 
pany  Iv.  With  his  regiment  he  took  part  in  the 
battle  and  siege  of  Ft.  Donelson,  and  the  battle 
of  Shiloh,  where  lie  was  wounded.  His  first  pro¬ 
motion  was  to  Second  Lioutcnaiit,  and  in  the 
spring  of  1863  he  was  promoted  to  be  First  Lieuten¬ 
ant  for  meritorious  services  rendered  at  Ft.  Don¬ 
elson  and  Pittsburg  Lauding. 

In  January,  1804,  the  regiment  re-enlisted,  and 
its  members  returned  to  tlicir  homes  to  recruit.  In 
March  of  the  samo  year,  Lieut.  Rutger  was  detailed 
as  Acting  Adjutant  of  the  regiment,  which  duties 
ho  performed  at  the  opening  of  the  Georgia  cam¬ 
paign,  taking  part  in  all  the  engagements  in 
which  the  Second  Brigade  and  Second  Division 
(to  which  the  Twelfth  belonged)  participated. 
Among  the  number  were  the  battles  of  Snake, 
Creok  Valley,  Resaca,  Altoona, Konesaw  Mountain, 
Nickajack  Creek,  Atlanta,  and  the  heroic  defense 


n  of  Altoona  Pass.  While  the  regiment  was  sta- 
F,  tioned  at  Rome,  Go.,  in  October,  1864,  Lieut.  Rut- 
y  ger  was  honorably  mustered  out,  and  returned  to 
d  his  homo  in  Belvidere  in  very  poor  health.  His 
y  death  occurred  April  15,  1878. 

:I  The  lndy  to  whom  our  subject  was  married  in 

*  r1871  WIS  Miss  Mary  Case,  a  niece  of  John  Case, 

s  This  gentleman  settled  in  Boone  County  as  early 
f  as  1846,  having  been  a  resident  of  Skaneateles, 
t  N.  Y.,  until  the  Western  fever  seized  him.  He  sold 

•  ms. effects,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  articles 

i  which  he.  put  within  a  large  closed  coach,  and 

’  madc  tlie  j°ume.y  to  Chicago  in  that  vehicle,  to 

'  Wluch  Jl°  Bitched  a  fine  span  of  horses.  Upon 

reaching  Chicago,  ho  started  out  in  search  of  a  de¬ 
sirable  location,  and,  entering  Boone  County  just 
across  the  DeKalb  County  line,  in  the  town  of 
Spring,  stopped  at  a  log  house  which  some 
squatter  ”  claimed.  He  bought  his  interest  in 
the  place,  then  returned  to  Chicago,  where  he 
made  a  purchase  of  Government  land.  Afterward 
he  made  several  trips  for  the  purpose  of  entering 
land,  the  deeds  to  which  were  mostly  given  under 
the  administration  of  James  K.  Polk. 

Upon  the  farm  where  he  first  located,  John 
Case  made  his  home  until  1867,  when  he  moved 
into  a  house  he  had  purchased  in  Gilman’s  Addi¬ 
tion  to  Belvidere.  In  January,  1868,  he  passed 
from  earth  at  the  age  of  eighty-four  years,  and  his 
remains  were  laid  to  rest  in  the  pleasant  cemetery 
at  Blood’s  Point,  where  ho  had  expressed  a  desire 
to  bo  buried.  He  was  one  of  four  brothers,  the 
others  being  William,  Ezekiel  and  Seth  .The  last- 
named,  who  was  the  father  of  Mrs.  Rutger,  was 
born  in  Massachusetts  in  1800,  and  was  of  En-lish 
descent.  In  1884,  with  his  family,  he  removed 
from  the  Bay  State  to  Ohio,  where  lie  purchased  a 
tract  of  timber  land  two  miles  from  Elyria,  Lorain 
County.  Twelve  years  later,  be  went  to  Geau-a 
County,  and  purchased  land  in  Ilunlsbur-,  where 
he  resided  until  1848.  At  that  time  he  removed 
to  Michigan,  where  he  bought  a  comfortable  home 
ui  Clinton,  Lenawee  County.  There  he  was  be 
reaved  by  the  death  of  his  wife  (whose  maiden 
name  was  Mary  Miller),  and  afterward  snent  his 
time  in  visiting  his  children,  his  death  occurrm- 
at  the  home  of  Mrs.  Rutger.  65 
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At  tho  time  of  tho  removal  to  Ohio,  Mrs.  Rut¬ 
ger  was  quite  young,  and  her  early  education  was 
gained  in  the  schools  of  Lorain  County.  Later, 
she  attended  the  village  school  at  Clinton,  Mich., 
and  subsequently  was  a  student  in  tho  Westfield 
(Mass.)  Academy.  After  completing  her  educa¬ 
tion,  she  began  to  teach,  and  was  thus  engaged 
until  coming  to  Boone  County  to  reside  with  her 
uncle.  After  his  decease,  site  returned  to  Massa¬ 
chusetts,  where  she  was  married.  She  is  connected 
with  the  Woman's  Christian  Temperance  Union. 

-  <— - _ 

(ZP~' 

ISAIAH  HIGHBARGER  is  numbered  among 
the  industrious,  thrifty  members  of  the  farm¬ 
ing  community  of  Seward  Township,  Winne¬ 
bago  County,  where  lte  has  an  excellent  farm  that 
is  under  good  tillage,  is  provided  with  comfortable 
buildings  and  yields  a  good  income.  Mr.  High- 
barger  makes  a  specialty  of  breeding  Short-horn 
cattle  and  has  several  pedigreed  animals.  He  has 
been  thus  engaged  for  over  twenty  years  and  is  so 
managing  affairs  that  lie  is  making  a  financial  suc¬ 
cess  of  this  branch  of  farming. 

The  birth  of  our  subject  took  place  in  Shorts- 
burg,  Washington  County,  Md.,  August  10,  1835, 
He  is  the  son  of  David  and  Leah  Highbarger,  also 
natives  of  Maryland,  who  emigrated  to  Ogle 
County,  this  State,  in  1845;  the  father  died  on  the 
old  farm,  and  the  mother,  surviving  him  many 
years,  passed  away  when  eighty  years  of  age.  The 
maternal  grandparents  of  our  subject  lived  and 
died  in  Pennsylvania,  while  on  tho  paternal  side 
of  the  houses  he  is  of  Welsh  and  German  descent. 

He  of  whom  we  write  when  twenty-one  years  of 
age  left  the  old  home  and  engaged  to  break  prairie 
by  the  month.  Establishing  a  home  of  his  own, 
he  was  married,  in  February,  1855,  to  Miss  Eliza¬ 
beth,  daughter  of  Henry  and  Mary  Rhinehart,  na¬ 
tives  of  the  Keystone  State,  but  who  came  hither 
from  Maryland  in  1846.  Mr.  Rhinehart  was  a 
Captain  in  tho  War  of  1812  and  drew  a  pension 
from  the  Government.  His  father,  Henry  Rhine¬ 
hart,  departed  this  life  in  Washington  County, 
Md.  Mrs.  Ilighbarger  had  two  brothers  who  par¬ 
ticipated  in  the  late  war. 


The  seven  children  who  comprise  tho  family 
Of  our  subject  and  his  wife  bear  tho  respective 
names  of  William  F.,  Frances  M.,  Martha,  David 
lL,  Ann  E.,  Mary  E.  and  LeMina.  Mr,  Highbarger 
when  hiking  up  his  present  farm  of  two  hundred 
acres  from  the  Government  had  only  $25  to  pay 
for  tho  property.  He  borrowed  the  balance  of  the 
money  and  bought  soldiers’  warrants,  with  which 
ho  was  enabled  to  got  his  land  at  seventy-live  cents 
per  acre. 

A  Republican  in  politics,  our  subject  east  his  first 
vote  for  Zachary  Taylor.  With  his  wife,  ho  is  a 
member  of  tho  Presbyterian  Church,  in  which  body 
he  has  boon  a  Trustee  ever  since  its  organization 
in  his  neighborhood.  He  1ms  been  successful  m 
worldly  affairs  and  in  gaining  tho  esteem  of  his 
fellow-men,  to  whom  his  honesty  and  kindliness 
are  well  known. 


G.  BOWMAN,  a  shipping  clerk  ami 
J  MJ)  one  of  tho  stockholders  of  the  Forest  City 
Mr  Knitting  Company,  was  bom  in  Sweden, 
Ui  January  6,  1838,  and  is  a  son  of  Andrew 
Peterson,  who  with  his  family  crossed  the  Atlantic 
to  America  in  1 852.  They  sai  led  from  Gotten  burg 
on  the  19th  of  April  and  landed  in  New  York  the 
80th  of  May.  They  came  at  once  to  St,  Charles, 
Ill.,  and  there  the  father  died  at  tho  ago  of  forty- 
five  years,  only  a  few  months  after  his  arrival, 
His  wife  afterwards  married  a  Mr,  Bowman,  a 
Swedish  gentleman,  who  died  while  in  the  service 
during  the  War  of  the  Rebellion.  She  then  mar¬ 
ried  Robert  Wolton,  who  is  now  deceased,  and  at 
this  writing  makes  her  home  with  her  daughter, 
Mrs.  Long,  of  Rockford.  Although  now  eighty 
years  of  iiige  alio  is  very  well  preserved. 

On  coming  to  tho  United  States,  our  subject  set¬ 
tled  in  Kane  County,  III.,  where  ho  resided  for 
some  time.  He  first  came  to  Rockford  in  18U5,  but 
subsequently  removed  to  Chicago,  where  lie  en¬ 
gaged  in  the  grocery  business  until  lg£f>.  lie  tbon 
returned  to  .Rockford  and  for  soma  time  was  con¬ 
nected  with  Mt,  Mun  tho  in  the  real-estate  business 
and  yet  owns  an  interest  in  an  addition.  He  is 
now  shipping  clerk  for  the  Forest  City  Knitting 


united  in  iniurfa«o  with  Mt«  |M  1>°"'mn“  was 
was  hum  and  ^  “  ?  •So|'"'“  «"«■».  who 
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altodo  of  hospitality  and  the  momhcis^of 'the  family 

anic  ,,gh  in  the  social  circles  in  which  t £  Zt 
All*.  Bowman  may  well  bo  called  «  e«ir 
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J]°I|N,  N,ELSDN  was  one  of  the  most  proml- 
uem.  . -It, sens  of  Winnebago  (Wy  N() 
™.  nvee  resided  in  Bockforti  that  left 

that  „r  ,  “  ,I,0lll<,r>'  more  revered  than 

lhat  o,  our  subject,  and  this  work  would  ,* 

l  ad  ir!  ^  5k°h"‘  “*  U“  ““"'Pan yi,; 

.  I'  ,Z  K,n,' 1  Wost  (SoMmu}<  «•*»' 

spinning-wheel  . . .  „  P  I"''.'1"”  “ 


— alrmclL't  "im  1""  ^ 

£  3=,t:i:;rr.;:-s55 

an  1  Ghent  and  I  f  buSlU0SS  111  connection  with  Mr. 
of  Tf  ’  1  ter  wns  111  Partnerahip  with  A  C 

Of  Johnson  and  Gust  Hollem  in  the  L  ' ;  C> 

“  —factoring  business.  At*  ££*£%*"* 

«,  was  induced  to  go  South  and  •  ’  ^els011 

!C  «»staf  Burgland,  of  Water 

:5SSS-?«*»5 

8  knitting  of  hosiery  n,  ,  .’"»'«•»»>»«  B» 

tkat  h„re  i.t  ::£in7!:,rfr so 

"11  who  knew  him,  ^ 

I  wentor,  but  was  a  ’most  woZ  c  i!  ^ 

I)1g  m «i n  Tr»  *  n  uii ( 1  honora- 


spinning-whec'l  , ZC  •»  «*»  ™ 


.  ;tl.  5  v  Ul*  ”as  a  woman  exccedimriv  n  ,  ““<“wuui,»ne  we 

mtelhgent,  and  possessed  of  mneh  natural  ability  n,£  ,  ”,°  TO  '"<»  "lee 

to  penetrate  the  dee,,  mysteries  of  eompiicated  ,,, !t  t  °  v  "  ^  °'  •*» 


,  ’  irvAxww-wuu  01  much  natural  abilitv 

<>  penetrate  the  deep  mysteries  of  complicated  ma 
ehuiery,  and  this  trait  was  inherited  l,y  her  Son 
^  lien  twenty-two  years  of  age,  John  Nelson 
'ff  good-bye  to  his  old  homo,  and  or  ksso^  b 

nielsinV^ "louiere,  he  married  an  intelligent,  I 
Pleasant  and  a  tractive  young  lady  who  had  come  ) 


|  as  that  of  a  true  ChrirtdaA,  and 

success  o,  the  rnaehhm  isldllmd  H h  u  ““ 
mg  incident:  After  President  Grant  i  '  U’llow“ 
lour  around  the  world,  he  came  to  CcHoT  ^ 
vnulod  the  shops  of  the  Kelson  Knitting  Com. 
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pany.'  After  looking  over  the  machinery  and  see¬ 
ing  the  wonderful  work,  he  boldly  declared  that 
after  all  his  tour  of  the  great  world,  including  a 
visit  to  the  large  cities  and  factories,  he  had  never 
seen  anything  to  equal  this.  Then  picking  up  a 
pair  of  the  hose  as  they  dropped  from  the  machine, 
he  walked  away. 

The  Nelson  family  once  numbered  seven  chil¬ 
dren,  but  two  are  now  deceased.  Alfred,  who  died 
at  the  age  of  thirty-three  years,  inherited  his 
father’s  genius,  and  invented  some  necessary  im¬ 
provements,  especially  that  for  widening  the  log 
of  the  hose  as  it  is  being  knitted.  He  was 
known  as  a  worthy  and  most  promising  young 
man.  He  left  a  wife  of  a  year,  who  is  now  living 
in  Colorado.  Fritz  died  in  childhood;  William 
and  Oscar  are  represented  elsewhere  in  this  work. 
Fritz  is  associated  with  his  brothers  in  many  of  the 
enterprises  with  which  the  Nelson  boys  are  con¬ 
nected,  and  John  is  a  promising  young  man,  also 
interested  in  business.  Anna  0.,  who  completes 
the  family,  is  an  intelligent  and  entertaining 
young  lady  residing  with  her  mother.  What  the 
Nelson  family  has  done  for  RockL  rd  cannot  be 
estimated,  for  they  have  set  in  motion  business  in¬ 
dustries  whose  good  effect  can  only  be  measured 
by  time. ' 


was  also  born  on  the  Isle  of  Man.  Both  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Hutchins  are  members  of  the  Methodist 
Church.  Their  family  numbered  six  children,  one 
of  whom  died  in  Africa  of  the  African  fever.  The 
others  are  still  living.  > 

In  his  native  land  our  subject  acquired  a  com¬ 
mon-school  education  and  there  remained  until 
seventeen  years  of  j/igo,  when  he  determined  to  try 
his  fortune  in  the  New?  World.  He  crossed  the 
broad  Atlantic  in  1855,  teeing  the  first  of  the  family 
to  come  to  the  United  Slates.  Making  his  first  lo¬ 
cation  in  Rockford,  he  hero  served  an  apprentice¬ 
ship  to  the  blacksmith’s  trade  under  Mr.  dockings, 
for  whom  he  afterward  worked  one  year,  and  then 
established  a  Smithy  at  No.  510  East  State  Street, 
at  the  head  (ijt  Kisliwaukee  Street.  After  two  years 
he  removed  liis  shop  and  built  the  largo  brick 
block  on  past  State  Street,  44x84  feet.  Ho  has 
been  very  successful  in  his  business  career,  and  in 
connection  with  bis  trade  has  become  a  stockholder 
in  the  Rockford  Burial  Case  Company  and  also  in 
the  Rockford  Watch  Case  Company. 

In  Guilford  Township,  Mr.  Hutchins  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Hannah  Black,  who  was 
born  in  Palermo,  Canada,  April  5,  1848,  and  there 
resided  until  eighteen  years  of  age,  when  she  cume» 
to  Illinois,  locating  in  Guilford  Township.  She  is 


Jn  OHN  HUTCHINS,  who  is  now  living  a  re¬ 
tired  life  at  No.  808  North  Third  Street, 
has  been  a  resident  of  Rockford  since  1855. 

_ '  He  was  born  on  the  Isle  Of  Man  in  January, 

1838,  and  is  a  son  of  Charles  Hutchins,  who  was 
also  born  on  the  Isle  of  Man,  as  was  the  grandfa¬ 
ther,  Isahc  Hutchins.  The  latter  there  spent  his 
entire  life  as  a  fisherman  and  farmer.  The  former 
is  the  only  surviving  child  of  his  parents.  He  grew 
to  manhood  on  his  native  isle  and  followed  the 
business  of  cabinet-making  and  carpentering  for 
many  years.  He  is  now  eiglity-six  years  of  age 
but  is  still  hale  and  hearty.  He  is  over  six  feet  in 
height  and  portly,  and  the  infirmities  of  age  rest 
lightly  upon  him.  Hi$  wife  is  eighty-f our  years  of 
age.  In  her  maidenhood  she  was  Jane  Callin,  and 


a  daughter  of  Alex  and  Orpha  (Smith)  Black,  the 
former  a  native  of  New  Brunswick  and  the  latter 
of  Canada.  They  were  married  in  Palermo,  Canada, 
and  afterward  came  to  Illinois,  locating  on  a  good 
farm  in  Guilford  Township,  which  thoy  made  their 
home  for  some  time  and  then  removed  to  Rock¬ 
ford,  where  thoy  spent  their  last  days  in  retirement. 
Mr.  Black  died  in  1883,  when  past  the  age  of 
seventy  years,  and  Mrs.  Black  died  in  1887,  at  the 
ago  of  seventy-seven  years.  They  were  members 
of  the  Methodist  Church.  Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Hutchins  have  been  born  three  children,  but  one 
died  in  infancy.  Daniel,  who  graduated  from  the 
High  School  of  Rockford,  is  now  studying  sten¬ 
ography  and  type-wr  iti  ng  in  a  business  college ;  and 
Charles,  also  a  graduate  of  the  High  School,  is  pur¬ 
suing  a  course  of  study  in  the  Rockford  Business 
College. 

The  parents  of  this  family  hold  membership  in 
the  Methodist  Church  and  give  liberally  to  its 
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support.  They  aro  well-known  people  in  this  com-  resided  until  February,  1891.  At  that  time  he  Bold 
rmniity,  and  are  hold  in  high  regard  by  their  many  out  and  bought  his  present  home  4n  Peca tonics 
friends  and  acquaintances.  Mr.  Hutchins  lias  led  village,  where  he  ranks  among  the  intelligent  and 

a  busy  and  useful  life  and  is  now  enjoying  the  progressive  citizens.  Mr.  Fleming  politically  sup- 

fruits  of  his  former  labor,  ported  the  principles  Of  the  Democratic.,  party,  as 

likewise  did  his  fath  ^but  otherwise  devoted  his 
(  time  and  attention  to  his  private  affairs.  He  cast 

his  first  vote  for  President  Rolk. 

ETER  FLEMING  was  born  in  Washington  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fleming  have  had  born  to  them  eight 

County,  Ohio,  December  25,  1817.  His"  children  and  adopted. a  son,  Charlie  Hill, -who  wept 

parents  wore  Jesse  and  Eleanor  (Collins)  to  California  and  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-two 
Fleming  and  his  paternal  grandmother,  years.  The  eldest  daughter,  Adelaide,  was  bdm 
who  came  from  Ireland  to  this  country,  died  in  December  18,  1842,  and  is  now  Mrs.  Edmund  Der- 
ihe  above-named  county  and  State  when  eighty  went,  Jr.,  and  has  two  children:  Marietta,  who  was 

years  of  age.  The  father  of  our  subject,  it  is  born  January  23,  1845,  married  Charles  Redding- 

thought,  was  also  a  native  of  the  Buckeye  State,  tori  and  is  the  mother  of  two  sons  and  two  daugh- 
whero  lie  carried  on  farming  and  departed  this  life  tors;  Annette,  whose  birth  occurred  May  29,  1848, 

in  his  seventy-eighth  year.  His  mother  was  born  became  the  wife  of  II.  B,  Farewell,  and  had  born 

near  Baltimore,  Md<,  and  died  on  the  old  homestead  to  her  two  children,  one  of  whom  is  deceased; 
in  Ohio  when  seventy-two  years  of  age.  The  par-  Delight,  who  was  bom  October  3,  1849,  married 
ents  wero  old  pioneers  of  Ohio,  and  were  highly  John  Frederick  who  died  in  Oakland.  Cal.,  when 
respected  throughout  their  community  as  people  forty-three  years  of  age,  leaving  two  sons;  Alice, 
whose  principles,  intelligence,  and  habits  afforded  now  Mrs.  John  C.  Ross,  was  born  August  6, 1851, 
a  Avorthy  example  to  those  about  them.  and  is  the  mother  of  two  sons  and  two  daugh- 

He  of  whom  we  write  assisted  his  father  in  carry-  tors.  The  remaining  children  of  the  family  died 
ing  on  the  farm  until  fifteen  yearn  of  age  when  he  when  young.  They  have  all  been  given  good  edu- 

weut  to  Newport,  Ohio,  and  for  two  months  was  cations  in  the  Rockford  and  Pecatonica  schools  and 

engaged  in  working  ou  t  on  farms.  He  then  learned  with  one  exception  have  been  school  teachers, 
the  cooper’s  trade  which  he  prosecuted  until  liis  The  family  is  now  living  retired  in  the  village, 

marriage,  September  28,  1841,  at  which  time  Miss  where  they  have  a  pleasant  and  attractive  home 

Betsey  A.  Lackey  became  his  wife.  Mrs.  Fleming  and  are  respected  and  useful  members  of  the  com- 
was  born  December  2,1, 1814,  in  Swanton, Frank! in  m unity. 

County,  Vt,,  and  was  the  daughter  Of  Isaac  and 

Hannah  (Wright)  Lackey.  Her  father  was  a  native  | 

of  Connecticut  and  spent  his  last  days  in  Ohio,  his 

death  occurring  at  the  advanced  age  of  ninety-two  <j|^§^ORMAN  JUDD.  This  old  pioneer  of  Win- 
years,  The  mother  hailed  from  Massachusetts  and  It  j|  nebago  County  was  born  March  4, 1828,  in 
also  departed  this  life  in  Ohio,  when  in  her  seven-  ImmM)  Sandusky  County,  Ohio,  and  was  the  son 
ty-eightk  year.  The  Wright  family  wore  of  Eng-  of  Jason  and  Rebecca  (Shaw)  Judd,  natives  of  the 

fish  descent  and  were  generally  well-to-do  farmers.  Empire  State.  The  family  moved  to  Ohio,  where 

Isaac  Lackey  was  a  patriot  in  the  War  of  1812,  they  resided  until  1839,  at  which  time  they  came 

Mrs.  Fleming  is  a  descendant  of  the  celebrated  to  this  county  and  located  on  a  claim  in  Durand 

Peabody  family,  and  on  both  sides  of  the  house  Township.  The  father  disposed  of  the  property  a 

our  subject  comes  of  people  who  were  noted  for  year  later  and  took  up  another  claim  on  section  28, 

their  longevity.  which  was  liis  homo  at  the  time  of  his  decease  in 

After  his  marriage  our  subject  came  to  Durand,  1888. 

this  county,  and  purchased  land  upon  which  lie  Mr,  and  Mrs.  Jason  Judd  had  a  family  of  six 
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children:  Nancy,  Maria,  Nelson,  Norman,  Laura 
and  Emoline.  Our  subject  was  reared  on  the  home 
farm  and  attended  the  district  schools  of  that 
early  day.  He  remained  with  his  parents  until  at¬ 
taining  his  majority,  and  on  starting  out  in  life 
for  himself  purchased  forty  acres  of  land,  upon 
which  he  erected  gCod  buildings  and  made  other 
modern  improvements.  Three  years  later,  he  re¬ 
moved  to  another  farm,  on  which  he  resided  for 
the  following  fourteen  years.  In  the  spring  of 
1883,  he  moved  to  the  village  of  Durand  and  built 
the  pleasant  home  which  he  now  occupies.  He  is 
the  owner  of  considerable  farm  lands,  having  in 
Clay  County,  Iowa,  a  tract  of  one  hundred  and 
.forty-three  acres, 

Norman  Judd  and  Miss  Sarah  B,  Miller  were 
united  in  marriage,  August  14,  1856.  The  lady 
was  born  in  Franklin  County,  Pa.,  September  23, 
1829,  and  departed  this  life  October  12, 1859,  leav¬ 
ing  one  daughter  and  one  son:  Ellen  L.,  who  was 
born  July  17,  1857,  died  October  3, 1885,  after 
having  become  the;  wife  of  Andy  Golley,  of  Rock¬ 
ford,  111.,  and  they  had  one  child,  Ella  J.;  Ansel 
Norman,  the  son,  was  born  August  31,  1858,  and 
died  in  infancy. 

The  lady  whom  our  subject  chose  for  his  second 
wife  was  Mrs.  Harriet  L.  I-Iart,  nee  Ely.  Their 
marriage  was  celebrated  December  21,  1860,  Mrs. 
Judd  was  the  daughter  of  Elisha  and  Charlotte 
(Chapman)  Ely,  natives  of  Connecticut;  her  birth 
occurred  in  Westbrook,  that  State,  April  5,  1830. 
Her  father  removed  to  Madison  County,  N,  Y.,  in 
1835,  the  mother  having  died  in  Connecticut  two 
years  previously.  Mr.  Ely  then  married  a  sister  of 
his  first  wife,  Miss  Electa  Ann  Chapman,  and  died  in 
Madison  County,  in  September,  1863.  By  his  first 
union  were  born  three  children:  Harriet  L.,  Henry, 
and  one  who  died  in  infancy.  Of  his  second  un¬ 
ion  five  children  were  born :  Henry  E.,  a  soldier 
during  the  late  war  in  a  New  York  regiment,  died 
in  the  service;  Charlotte  M.,  Mrs.  A.E.Van  Tassel; 
Fannie  E.,  who  married  David  Beboe;  Frederick  A,, 
a  resident  of  Oregon  City,  and  George  C.,  who  also 
makes  his  home  in  that  place. 

Mrs.  Judd,  while  residing  in  New  York,  was 
married  to  L.  D.  Hart  in  1851,  by  whom  she  became 
the  mother  of  one  daughter,  Frances  C.,  now  the 


wife  of  Charles  Crain,  of  Stockton,  Kan.  Mr,  and 
Mrs.  Crain  have  eight  children:  May  Boll,  George 
C.t  Bertha  M.,  Hattie,  John,  Lottie,  Nora  &xl  Nor¬ 
man.  The  only  daughter  born  to  our  subject  and 
his  wife  was  Isabel  J.,  who  was  born  September  26, 
1861;  she  was  married  to  .Frank  Sheik,  and  died 
April  1,  1884. 

Our  sxibject  for  four  years  was  a  successful  shoe 
merchant  in  Durand.  He  is  now  retired.  In  poli¬ 
tics,  be  votes  with  the  Republican  party  and  has 
been  Treasurer  of  the  Farmers5  Mutual  Insurance 
Company.  In  religious  matters,  ho  is  a  devoted  I 
member  "of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  | 


US1T..N  COLTON.  We  are  pleased  to  pre- 
IpOjl  sent  to  our  readers  the  following  account 

Jp®  of  the  life  of  this  gentleman,  sketched  by 
himself  in  fulfillment  of  a  resolution  passed 
by  the  Rockford  Society  of  Early  Settlers;  about 
the  year  1878,  calling  for  personal  reminiscences  of 
every  member,  to  be  placed  on  the  file  of  the  soci¬ 
ety. 

“Austin  Colton  was  bora  in  the  town  of  North¬ 
ampton,  Hampshire  County,  Mass.,  January  30, 
1817,  and  is  a  descendant  of  the  sixth  generation 
from  George  Colton,  who  came  from  the  vioinity 
of  Birmingham,  England,  alKiut  l8G0.  DMy  pro¬ 
genitors  from  George  Colton  bore,  in  the  following 
order,  the  ancient  Scriptural  names  of  Isaac,  Ben¬ 
jamin,  Aaron  and  Reuben,  the  latter  being  my 
father’s  name,  and  the  list  plainly  denoting  a 
patriarchal  religious  reverence,  and  why,  in  finding 
a  name  for  me,  the  grand  old  Bible  line  should 
have  been  abandoned,  I  cannot  divine,  unless  it  was 
in  special  admiration  of  that  unflinching  champion 
of  Calvinistic  dogmas,  Dr.  Austin,  who  created  a 
current  of  commotion  in  the  Christian  world  about 
that  time  and  toward  whose  doctrines  my  parents 
were  somewhat  inclined. 

“My  father,  Reuben,  like  many  others  when  strug¬ 
gling  against  severe  pecuniary  pressure,  was  seized 
with  the  notion  that  he  could  change,  if  not  im¬ 
prove,  his  circumstances  by  emigration,  and  so, 
after  finding  bis  financial  affairs  considerably  de¬ 
moralized  on  the  proclamation  of  peace  with  Great 
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Britain,  following  the  War  of  1812,  took  up  Ms  lino 
of  march  from  his  homo  in  Hartford,  Conn.,  to 
Northampton,  Mass.  This  was  then  a  long  way  to 
emigrate,  and  the  Connecticut  River  Valley  was 
tho  only  attractive  region  inviting  the  course 
of  the  emigrant.  My  father  being  a  mirror-frame 
maker  and  gilder  by  trade,  it  was  here  that  he 
again  tried  to  lighten  the  burdens  of  life  at  his  oc¬ 
cupation,  but  with  such  a  lack  of  proper  materials 
and  tools  that  X  have  heard  my  mother  say  he 
sometimes  had  to  whittle  out  and  joint  oven  his 
best  jobs  with  a  pocket-knife. 

“It  was  in  the  midst  of  such  parental  privations, 
and  during  that  severe  winter  of  1816-17,  that  I 
first  drew  the  breath  of  life.  After  rowing  against 
the  unseen  tide  of  success  until  1880,  my  father, 
in  connection  with  a  company  of  his  neighbors, 
again  conceived  the  idea  that  ho  could  better  him¬ 
self  and  family  by  a  removal  to  a  Western  home, 
which  country  was  then  designated  as  Ohio,  Ind¬ 
iana  and  Southern  Illinois  (this  northern  part  be¬ 
ing  then  Indian  Territory),  famous  for  beauty  and 
fertility.  In  1880,  he  was  sent  out  as  an  exploring 
agont  for  his  neighbors.  He  worked  his  wav  in 
various  modes  through  Northern  Ohio  and  Indiana 
to  St.  Louis,  and  reported  generally  in  favorable 
terms  of  tho  country  he  had  passed.  On  returning 
a  little  further  northward  through  the  village  of 
Niles,  Mich.,  then  about  three  years  old,  he  was 
taken  suddenly  HI  from  fatigue  and  exposure,  and 
there  died,  without  being  sufficiently  conscious  to 
disclose  even  his  name  or  whence  lie  came. 

“The  surprise  and  shock  of  this  bereavement  wore 
the  complete  reversal  of  our  family  plans.  I  was 
then  thirteen  years  of  age  and  the  oldest  of  three 
sons  by  the  second  wife  of  my  father.  At  this 
period,  my  school  days  ceased  and  I  had  no  further 
instruction  in  that  lino  than  what  was  gained  by 
private  application  and  experience.  Instead  of  be¬ 
ing  directed  Westward  for  farm  life,  1  was  dis¬ 
patched  Eastward  fifty  miles  to  Worcester,  as  an 
apprentice  to  tho  printing  business, in  the  office  of 
the  Massachusetts  Spy,  a  weekly  patriotic  paper 
established  by  Isaiah  Thomas  before  the  Revolu¬ 
tion.  It  is  yet  prosperously  published,  being 
consequently  more  than  a  century  old,  and  at 
that  time  my  oldest  half-brother  was  its  managing 


printer  and  partner,  Thus  early  separated  from 
tho  enjoyments  of  home  by  the  necessities  of  a 
livelihood,  it  was  the  last  I  fully  experienced  of 
the  joy  and  independence  of  that  institution  until 
lodged  in  one  of  my  own  creation  in  this  delight¬ 
ful  prairie  land. 

“After  serving  a  seven-years’  apprenticeship, dur¬ 
ing  the  most  of  the  early  part  of  which  I  was  a 
mere  “hewer  of  wood  and  drawer  of  water”  fox* 
my  more  elevated  associates,  I  attained  my  major¬ 
ity  and  was  honorably  graduated.  Spending  about 
two  years  working  as  a  journeyman  printer  in 
Worcester  and  the  pity  of  New  York,  being  em¬ 
ployed  in  the  latter  place  for  a  time  in  Harper’s 
book  establishment,  and  finding  my  health,  which 
had  never  been  robust,  was  more  and  more  giving 
way  by  long,  steady  indoor  confinement,  I  resolved 
to  shape  ray  course  Westward  to  Illinois  for  ex¬ 
emption  from  dubious  Eastern  prospects.  Having 
no  particular  place  selected  as  tho  end  of  my  jour¬ 
ney,  I  was  drawn  hitherward  by  a  brother-in-law,  Jf 
whose  glowing  description  of  the  place  had  aroused/^ 
my  eager  desire  to  witness  its  beauties  an<|^r€- 
sources.  Mentioning  my  resolution  to  my  friends, 
one  of  them,  in  deference  to  his  views  of  its  dis¬ 
tance  and  possible  desolation,  ventured  to  remark 
that  he  did  not  suppose  I  “intended  to  go  out  there 
to  live,”  To  which  I  replied,  “Certainly,  or  else  to 
die,”  for  in  my  then  state  of  health,  I  considered 
the  latter  as  probable  as  the  former. 

“  I  left  friends  and  native  State  in  April,  1839, 
for  the  Ear  West,  as  this  region  was  then  called, 
with  all  my  earthly  effects  about  my  person  ox- 
contained  in  a  small,  square,  black  trunk,  among 
which  might  have  been  found  two  very  useful  as 
well  as  portable  articles  for  pioneer  duty,  a  helve- 
loss  axe  and  a  hoe.  I  also  had  about  $100  itx  cash, 
the  accumulated  savings  of  my  eight  or  nine  years 
of  Eastern  toil.  After  a  quick  passage  of  thirty 
days,  via  New  York  City,  North  River,  Erie  Canal 
by  boat  to  Detroit,  thence  across  the  State  of  Mich¬ 
igan  by  wagon  and  on  foot  to  St.  Joseph,  and  by 
schooner  across  Lake  Michigan,  I  reached  Chicago 
early  in  May,  with  the  very  economical  reduction 
Of  about  sixty  per  cent,  of  my  capital.  Tarrying 
there  for  two  or  three  weeks  in  a  plain  wooden 
shanty  called  the  Tremont  House,  andbssorking  in 
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the  interval  on  the  Chicago  American,  under 
the  editorship  of  Mr.  Stewart,  but  afterward  trans¬ 
formed  into  the  present  Journal,  I  found  a  team¬ 
ster  from  Rockford,  named  Albert  Sanford,  who 
agreed  to  bring  me  here  within  the  lapse  of  four 
days  for  $6,  providing  I  would  aid  in  lightening 
him  over  the  measureless  sloughs. 

“Embarking  on  the  doubtful  voyage,  I  arrived 
here,  only  to  find  that  my  brother  was  about  four¬ 
teen  miles  down  the  river,  nearly  opposite  the 
present  town  of  Byron.  That  evening  I  started 
on  my  tramp  for  that  point,  procuring  my  ginger¬ 
bread  supper  at  the  baking  institution  of  our  then 
bachelor  settlers,  Wyman  &  Houghton,  located  on 
Main  Street,  near  the  present  Northwestern  Rail¬ 
road  bridge.  Between  nine  and  ten  o’clock  that 
night,  I  arrived  opposite  my  brother’s  cabin,  and 
was  charitably  paddled  across  the  river  in  a  dug- 
out  by  a  settler  named  Norton.  Ttwas  thereon  the 
fair  '  ”  fis  of  the  Rock  River  that  I  first  ensconsed 
mys  J.t  ./rdd  the  bliss  and  beauties  of  practical 
“squatter  sovereignty”  fora  few  weeks.  So  charmed 
was  1  by  the  attractions  of  the  country  that  I  re¬ 
solved  to  settle  thereabouts.  By  invitation  of  a 
resident,  I  next  visited  the  region  of  the  Pecaton- 
lca  River  and,  finding  in  the  vicinity  of  what  is 
now  called  Elton  a  group  of  settlers  of  the  New 
England  stamp,  I  was  induced  to  hike  up  a  claim 
there.  I  began  to  ply  the  pioneer’s  vocation  of 
log-building,  fencing  and  farming,  following  it 
about  four  years  without  being  burdened  with  ex¬ 
cessive  profits. 

“At  that  time,!  received  a  call  from  the  publisher 
of  the  Winnebago  Forum  (which  had  been  issued 
weekly  for  about  six  months  by  J.  A.  Wight)  to 
come  down  to  Rockford  and  take  charge  of  his 
subscribers,  numbering  two  hundred.  My  health 
had  become  well  established  and  I  was  beginning 
to  feel  willing  to  cope  'with  almost  any  difficulty 
or  antagonism.  At  this  post,  I  battled  for  nearly 
eleven  years,  laboring  for  the  advancement  of  the 
best  local  interests  of  our  charming  city  and 
county,  but  with  what  success  I  leave  others  to 
determine. 

“I might  revert  to  many  pleasing,  as  well  as  pain¬ 
ful,  reminiscences  of  those  different  departments  of 
life  during  those  years,  but  they  are  too  numerous, 


and  perhaps  inappropriate  to  a  personal  sketch. 
Suffice  it  to  say  that  that  period  (18-13)  witnessed 
our  now  model  town  with  but  the  weak  and  irregu¬ 
lar  outlines  of  infancy,  yet  of:  growing  strength, 
while  Our  now  first-class  Stats  was  dragging  her 
financial  character  aud  rich  resources  in  the  slug¬ 
gish  slough  of  debt  and  despond,  with  rank  repudi¬ 
ation  proclaimed  by  partisans.  Those  were  also  the 
days  when  to  avow  the  superiority  of  railroads, 
water-wheels  and  steam  engines  for  the  swiftest  and 
sureest  developmc  ntof  the  material  State,  over  the 
old-time  notions  of  turnpike,  plank  roads,  inland 
navigation  and  traffic  on  questionable  streams,  was 
to  be  esteemed  little  else  than  an  impracticable 
theorist.  Well  do  I  remember  that  some  years  after 
this  date,  when,  on  such  presumptions  we ‘were 
calmly  awaiting  the  grave  destiny  of  our  town, 
some  of  the  solid  savants  of  its  Government  had 
undertaken  to  engineer  a  channel  through  the 
rocks  forming  the  ford  in  Rock  River,  under  where 
the  present  dam  and  railroad  bridges  now  stand, 
at  a  cost  of  $1,500,  the  more  rapidly  to  pour  into 
our  hands  the  mighty  wealth  of  other  lands,  under 
which  our  then  expected  wharves  were  to  be  bur¬ 
dened. 

“About  1853,  finding  the  incessant  claims  upon 
my  time  and  strength  were  again  beginning  to  tell 
upon  my  health,  and  foreseeing  that  the  demands 
and  responsibilities  of  my  position  must  increase 
with  the  growth  Of  the  town  and  county;  and  also 
fully  realizing  the  thankless  predicament  of  the 
dual  publisher  and  printer,  as  well  as  pecuniarily 
considering  that  I  had  long  enough  “written  for 
glory  and  printed  on  trust,”  I  concluded  to  abdi¬ 
cate  my  place  at  the  first  suitable  opportunity. 
This  soon  occurred,  and  near  the  close  of  that 
year  I  disposed  of  my  establishment  to  B.  W. 
Blaisdell,  Jr.,  who  soon  after  changed  into  the  Re¬ 
publican  the  old  time-tried  Forum,  which  had  in¬ 
creased  from  about  two  hundred  to  six  hundred 
subscribers.  It  may  not  be  amiss  to  notice  that 
while  the  Forum  was  the  first  successful  paper  pub¬ 
lished  in  this  town,  it  was  not  the  first  started  hero, 
it  having  been  preceded  by  attempts  on  the  Ex¬ 
press,  Star  and  Pilot,  all  of  which  yielded  after  a 
trial  of  a  year  or  less.  For  a  period  of  about  two 
years,  I  rusticated  and  reflected,  and  also  reached 
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the  second  of  the  three  eras  in  man's  existence 
worth  heeding, ‘by  finding  and  wedding,  in  May, 
1856,  my  “better  half,”  Harriet  S.  Fowler,  only 
daughter  of  Royal  Fowler,  of  Westfield,  Mass. 
From  this  union  there  are  now  living  three  cher¬ 
ished  sons  and  one  daughter. 

“From  this  time,  I  gradually  promoted  myself 
into  the  useful  and  invigorating,  if  not  popular, 
calling  of  a  farmer,  and,  having  some  wild  acres 
lying  uselessly  outside  the  city  limits,  I  set  myself 
about  the  business  of  clearing  the  land,  and  for  the 
last  twenty  years  have  humbly  and  obscurely  yet 
cheerfully  and  health/ully  followed  up  the  pursuit 
until  I  have  made  or  improved  no  less  than  six 
different  farms  since  my  residence  in  this  county. 
This,  if  not  having  yielded  more  than  the  usual 
meagre  money  returns  of  such  vocations,  at  least 
affords  me  the  pleasurable  pride  of  having  been  of 
some  use  to  my  fellow-men ,  according  to  the  declar¬ 
ation  of  another  that  “lie  who  eausoth  two  blades 
of  grass  to  grow  where  but  one  grew  before,  is  a 
publie  bcneiaetor.” 

“And  now,  having  passed  the  three-score  goal  of 
life,  and  takiug  a  retrospective  glance  over  its  va¬ 
riegated  Helds,  fully  realizing  the  rapid  transition 
from  that  stage  when  myself  and  my  now  grajr- 
imived  brother  settlers,  were  all  a  band  of  free  ac¬ 
quaintances,  strong  in  the  impulses  of  youth  or . 
manhood’s  prime,  in  the  noble  endeavor  to  build 
up  those  institutions  of  publie  good  now  about 
us;  when,  on  sight,  the  familiar  term  of  greeting  to 
me  was  “How  do  you  do,  boy?”  to  what  it  is  now, 
threading  our  busy  streets  as  a  comparative  stran¬ 
ger  to  the  jostling  multitudes,  with  perhaps  the 
careless,  as  well  as  valueless,  salutation  from  the 
later  generation,  or  a  careless  loafer,  of  “How  do 
you  do,  old  man?”  Conscious  of  fast  nearing  the 
most  remote  boundary  of  human  life,  when  I 
roach  the  uttermost  limit  vouchsafed  me,  and 
yield  my  dust  again  to  Mother  Earth  who  gave  it 
me,  may  I 

“Go  not  like  the  quarry  slave  at  night, 

Scourged  to  his  dungeon,  hut,  sustained  and 
soothed 

By  an  unfaltering  trust,  approach  my  grave, 
Like  one  who  wraps  the  drapery  of  his  couch 
■  About  him,  and  lies  down  to  pleasant  dreams.” 
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“Craving  no  sculptured  shaft  of  marble  or  granite 
to  emblazon  virtues  1  may  never  liave  possessed,  I 
would  ratber  prefer  a  thrifty  tree  or  shrub  for  my 
monument,  as  a  living  emblem  of  my  love  of  nature 
when  on  earth ;  and  no  worthier  inscription, cniselled 
by  grateful  memory  on  the  heart’s  tablet  of  future 
generations  when  basking  amid  the  privileges  and 
pleasures  we,  as  pioneers,  helped  to  plant,  than 
that  of  “  ‘An  Early  Settler.'  ” 

The  biographer  wishes  to  add  a  few  lines  to  the 
above.  Mrs.  Colton,  whose  life  has  been  devoted 
to  her  husband  and  children,  and  who  is  highly 
esteemed,  was  born  and  reared  in  "Westfield,  Mass., 
and  is  a  daughter  of  Royal  Fowler,  a  native 
of  the  old  Bay  State  who  belonged  to  a  substan¬ 
tial  and  old  family  of  New  England  people,  Mr. 
Fowler  died  in  Westfield,  Mass.,  when  more  than 
eighty  years  of  age.  His  wife  was  Miss  Harriet 
Smith,  who  was  descended  from  an  old  family  Of 
seafaring  people  in  New'  Haven.  ;  Mrs.  Colton  was 
carefully  reared  and  educated  at  the  Westfield 
(Mass.)  Academy,  and  has  been  closely  identified 
with  the  social,  religious  and  charitable  institutions 
of  Rockford  and  is  revered  for  the  goodness  of 
heart  which  has  characterized  her  life.  She  is  the 
mother  of  eight  children,  four  of  whom  died  in 
infancy.  The  living  are  as  follows :  Albert  L.,  who 
married  Edith  Pitney,  of  Rockford,  and  resides  on 
one  of  his  father’s  farms;  A  Lincoln,  who  resides 
at  home  and  is  engaged  in  the  grain  and  feed  trade; 
Miriam  M.,  an  amiable  and  accomplished  young 
lady,  who  is  also  at  home;  Royal  F.,  a  practical  civil 
engineer,  formerly  a  student  in  Cornell  University, 
and  now  associated  with  the  Rockford  Construc¬ 
tion  Company.  Mr.  Colton  is  held  in  highest  es¬ 
teem  for  the  aid  he  has  given  to  the  upbuilding  of 
Rockford,  and  ho  and  his  family  are  numbered 
among  the  most  prominent  residents  of  the  county. 

Edwin  j.  sciioolcraft,  propietor  and 

editor  of  the  Durand  Weekly  Clipper,  is  a 

___ _ ;  native  of  this  place,  having  been  horn  July 

It,  1867.  Ho  is  a  son  of  .James  Schoolcraft,  who 
was  born  in  St.  Armand,  Canada,  November  9, 
1816.  He  was  reared  a  farmer,  and  February  1, 
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1865,  on  removing  to  Franklin,  Vt.,  was  married 
to  Sarah  A.  Rogers,  who  was  horn  in  that  place 
June  28,  1830.  Soon  after  his  marriage,  the  elder 
Mr.  Schoolcraft  came  to  Illinois  and  located  in 
Durand  Township.  Here  he  resided  until  1882, 
when  he  removed  to  the  village,  where  his  demise 
occurred  September  30,  1889. 

The  original  of  this  sketch  received  his  primary 
education  in  the  district  schools,  which  was  after¬ 
ward  supplemented  by  attendance  at  school  in  the 
village  of  Durand.  In  1888,  he  engaged  to  learn 
the  printer’s  trade  by  working  in  offices  in  Durand, 
and  Beloit,  Wis.  April  10,  1890,  he  purchased  a 
printing  outfit  and  commenced  publishing  The 
Clipper  at  Durand.  The  paper  is  a  six-column 
folio  and  finds  its  way  into  many  homes  through¬ 
out  the  county.  It  is  a  newS3r,  neatly  printed 
sheet  and,  although  its  owner  is  quite  young  in 
the  business,  lie  is  becoming  well  known  through¬ 
out  this  section  as  a  gentleman  of  ability  who  is 
destined  to  make  his  mark  in  the  newspaper  world. 

The  parents  of  Mr.  Schoolcraft  were  members  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  also  be¬ 
longed  to  the  Independent  Order  of  Good  Tem- 
lars,  and  bore  a  part  in  every  movement  which 
would  upbuild  their  community.  The  paternal 
grandparents  of  our  subject  were  Peter  and  Mary 
Schoolcraft,  while  on  his  mother’s  side  they  bore 
the  respective  names  of  John  and  Rebecca  Rogers. 


CWIN  C.  LAWRENCE,  as  a  farmer  of 
jp  large  experience,  great  capability,  and  pru- 
/ika iff  dence  in  the  management  of  his  affairs,  is 
considered  one  of  the  most  successful  of  the  well- 
to-do  agriculturists  who  are  active  in  pushing  for¬ 
ward  the  material  interests  of  Boc-im  County  in 
general  and  of  Bonus  Township  in  particular. 

Cuba,  Allegany  County,  N.  Y.,  was  the  native 
place  of  our  subject,  where  his  birth  occurred  Oc¬ 
tober  23,  1826.  lie  is  the  son  of  John  and  Lydia 
(Sweet)  Lawrence,  the  former  of  whom  was  a  son 
of  Isaac  Lawrence,  a  native  of  Massachusetts.  The 
grandfather  of  our  subject,  and  lffs  brother  John, 
participated  in  the  battle  of  Bunker  Hill,  where 
the  latter  was  killed.  Isaac  died  in  Pompey,  N.  Yr., 


in  his  sixty-second  year.  His  good  wife  also  passed 
away  in' the  Empire  State,  when  seventy  yours  of 
age. 

John  Lawrence,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Middlesex  County,  Mass.,  and  remained  at 
home  until  nineteen  years  of  ago,  at -which  time  lie 
was  married,  and,  removing  to  Onondaga  County, 
N.  Y.,  lived  there  until  1822.  Later,  making  his 
home  in  Allegany  County,  ho  followed  the  calling 
of  a  farmer,  and  was  quite  prominent  in  local  af¬ 
fairs,  having  served  as  Constable  at  a  time  when 
men  were  imprisoned  for  debt.  In  the  spring  of 
1837,  in  company  with  a  son,  the  elder  Mr.  Law¬ 
rence  came  to  Boone  County,  whore  they  purchased 
land,  erected  a  log  house,  and  in  the  fall  returned 
East,  and  brought  his  wife  and  five  children  to 
their  new  home. 

He  of  whom  wo  write  is  residing  at  the  present 
time  on  the  farm  which  was  taken  up  from  the 
Government  as  early  as  1886.  He  had  two  brothers 
who  came  here  at  that  time,  who  helped  in  clearing 
the  home  farm.  The  father,  in  1839,  built  a  now 
house  to  take  the  place  of  the  log  cabin,  and  hav¬ 
ing  brought  a  few  household  goods  with  him,  the 
family  were  made  quite  comfortable.  lie  landed 
herewith  but  fifty  cents  in  cash,  but,  going  to  work 
with  a  will,  soon  lmd  the  satisfaction  of  seeing  his 
land  doubled  and  trebled  in  value. 

While  residing  in  New  York,  John  Lawrence  was 
greatly  interested  in  politics,  and  on  coming  to 
Boone  County  served  as  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  a 
number  of  years,  and  also  held  other  responsible 
positions.  Ho  was  an  old-line  Whig  politically, 
and,  on  the  organization  of  the  Republican  party, 
voted  for  Fremont.  lie  died  on  the  home  farm 
when  eighty-nine  years  of  age,  leaving  a  family 
of  nine  children,  and  an  estate  which  comprised 
ninety-eight  acres.  Mrs.  Lawrence  owns  two  hun¬ 
dred  and  thirty  acres  of  valuable  land  which  is 
also  included  in  the  home  property. 

The  maiden  name  of  our  subject's  mother  was 
Lydia  Sweet.  She  was  born  in  Saratoga,  N.  Y., 
and  departed  this  life  on  the  old  farm  when  eighty- 
six  years  of  age.  She  was  the  daughter  of  David 
and  Deborah  (Stafford)  Sweet,  also  natives  of  the 
Empire  State,  where  they  lived  and  died.  The 
lady  to  whom  our  subject  was  married  on  the  29th 
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of  October,  1859,  was  Miss  Charlotte  Hurd,  a  native 
of  Vermont.  She  died  in  Bonds  Township  when 
twenty -seven  years  of  age,  and  February  7,  1897, 
Mr.  Lawrence  was  married  to  Sarah  Jane  Bennett, 
whose  birth  occurred  April.  12,  1838,  in  Groton, 
Mass.  Site  is  a  sister  of  J,  IT.  Bennett,  whose 
sketch  will  appear  on  another  page  of  this  work. 
By  her  union  with  our  subject  have  been  born  four 
children,  viz,:  John  S.,  whoso  birth  occurred  Sep-  j 
lombcr  25,  1898;  Charlotte  M.,  who  was  born  De¬ 
cember  7,  1899;  Mary  L.,  who  was  bom  February 
8,  1873,  and  James  B.,wlio  was  bom  September  14, 
1874.  The  children  have  all  been  given  good  ed¬ 
ucations,  two  of  them  being  graduates  of  the  Bel-' 
videro  schools. 

Mr.  Lawrcnoo  has  expended  more  than  $2,500  in 
building  his  fine  farm  residence  and  accompanying 
outbuildings.  In  politics,  he  is  a  Republican,  and 
held  the  ollicc  of  School  Director  for  a  number  of 
years.  The  father  of  our  subject  was  a  soldier  in 
the  War  of  1812,  and  when  mustered  out  was 
given  a  land  warrant.  The  Lawrence  family  is 
of  English  descent,  our  subject  being  able  to  trace 
the  record  back  to  John  Lawrence,  who  came  over 
in  the  “Mayflower"  in  1620.  Mr.  Lawrence  1ms  a 
high  standing  in  the  county  as  a  thorough-going 
fanner  and  business  man,  and  is  greatly  respected 
in  the  most  cultured  circles  of  this  part  of  the 
county.  His  wife,  who  presides  over  his  homo,  is 
sharing  with  him  the  esteem  and  regard  of  their 
neighbors. 


JOHN  MoDERMAID,  a  well-known  manufac¬ 
turer  of  Rockford,  who  for  many  years  has 
been  connected  with  the  business  interests 
1  of  this  city,  was  born  in  Argyleshire,  Scot¬ 
land,  and  is  a  son  of  Malcolm  and  Betsy  (Me- 
Each  in)  MoDcrnmid,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of 
the  same  county, and  there  spent  their  early  lives. 
After  their  children  were  all  horn  and  reared,  they 
came  to  this  country,  locating  in  Otsego,  N.  Y., 


where  the  death  of  the  father  occurred  at  the  ago 
of  sixty-five  years.  His  wife  is  still  living  in  the 
Empire  State,  at  the  ago  of  seventy,  and  is  an  in¬ 
telligent  and  active  old  lady.  Sholms  been  a  life¬ 


long  member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  as  was 
her  husband. 

We  now  take  up  the  personal  history  of  our 
subject,  whose  portrait  is  shown  on  the  opposite 
page.  At  the  early  age  of  twelve  years,  he  went 
to  sea,  and  for  many  years  followed  a  seafaring 
life,  lie  rose  from  the  position  of  an  apprentice- 
boy  to  an  able  seaman,  and  worked  on  a  trans- At¬ 
lantic  merchant  vessel  from  1858  to  1865,  except 
when  lie  was  in  the  army.  In  the  spring  of  1863, 
lie  enlisted  in  Company  A,  One  Hundred  and 
Fourth  New  York  Regiment,  at  Buffalo,  and  the 
following  year  was  transferred  to  the  naval  ser¬ 
vice  at  Mitchell  Station,  Va.,  on  the  Rapidan 
River.  He  did  service  as  a  seaman  on  the  Gulf 
Coast  until  September,  1865,  when  the  ship  was 
taken  out  of  commission,  and  the  soldiers  dis¬ 
charged.  The  vessel  “Otsego,"  on  which  he  had 
first  sailed,  was  blown  up  December  9,  1864,  near 
the  coast  of  South  Carolina,  and  lie  was  transferred 
to  the  United  States  ship  “Mattabassett,"  on  which 
he  served  until  the  close  of  the  war.  He  had  been 
made  Captain  of  a  gun  as  soon  as  lie  went  on 
board  the  vessel  “Otsego,”  and  shortly  afterward 
received  promotion,  being  at  the  time  of  his  dis¬ 
charge  Captain  of  the  foretop  and  drill-master. 

After  coming  to  this  country,  Mr.  McDermaid 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Isabelle  Ralston, 
who  was  bora  in  Argyleshire,  Scotland,  and  dur¬ 
ing  hor  girlhood  came  to  this  country  with  her  fa¬ 
ther,  Andrew  Ralston,  who  is  now  deceased.  Her 
mother  is  now  living  in  Caledonia  Station,  at  an 
advanced  age.  She  is  a  member  of  the  Presby¬ 
terian  Church,  to  which  Mr.  Ralston  also  belonged. 
Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  McDermaid  have  been  horn 
seven  children:  Lizzie,  an  intelligent  young  lady, 
acting  as  her  father’s  secretary;  William  and  Dan¬ 
iel,  who  are  employed  by  their  father;  Robert,  Ma¬ 
bel  and  Howard.  The  mother  and  her  daughter 
Lizzie  are  members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church. 

Mr.  McDermaid  is  an  honored  member  of  the 
Odd  Fellows'  society,  with  which  he  has  been  con¬ 
nected  for  a  quarter  Of  a  century,  and  also  belongs 
to  G.  L.  Nevitss  Post  No.  1,  G.  A.  R.  In  politics, 
he  is  independent,  voting  for  the  man  regardless  of 
party  affiliations.  He  first  came  to  Rockford  hr 
1865,  where  he  worked  at  his  trade  Of  cooper,  and 
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as  a  machinist  for  some  time.  It  was  in  1875  that 
lie  began  the  manufacture  of  churns*  and  for  move 
than  seventeen  years  he  has  now  carried  on  busi¬ 
ness  in  that  line.  He  patented  the  Boss  Churn, 
and  is  now  extensively  engaged  in  its  manufacture 
at  Nos.  212  and  220  North  Madison  Street.  1-Ie 
is  also  a  stockholder  m  the  Manufacturers’  and 
Merchants’  National  Bank.  Mr.  McDormaid  majf 
well  be  called  n  self-made  man,  for  since  his  thir¬ 
teenth  year  he  has  been  thrown  upon  his  own  re¬ 
sources,  and  whatever  he  has  achieved  in  life  is 
due  entirety  to  his  own  efforts. 


*pjT/  UGOST  ZIMMERMAN  is  a  dealer  in  wines 
and  liquors,  located  at  No.  824  Sou  th  Main 
I  111  Street,  Rockford,  where  he  has  carried  on 
business  since  September,  1873.  Since  that 
time  he  has  been  actively  engaged  on  his  own  ac¬ 
count.  I-Ie  had  located  in  Rockford  in  1866,  but  for 
seven  years  was  employed  by  others.  A  native  of 
Saxony,  Germany,  he  was  born  on  the  7th  of  July, 
1844,  ins  parents  being  Moritz  and  Catherine 
(Scharffenberg)  Zimmerman,  who  were  also  natives 
of 8  the  same  province  in  Germany  and  came  of 
good  families  in  that  land.  The  father  lived  a 
quiet,  unassuming  life  and  passed  away  at  the  age 
of  eighty-five  years.  His  'wife  died  when  past 
the  age  of  three-score  years  and  ten.  Like  her 
husband,  she  was  a  member  of  the  Lutheran  Church. 
In  their  family  were  seven  children,  of  whom  two 
sons  are  yet  living,  August,  and  a  brother  Casper 
Frederick,  who  still  resides  in  the  Fatherland,  where 
he  follows  the  trade  of  a  carpenter  and  mill¬ 
wright. 


We  now  take  up  the  personal  history  of  our  sub¬ 
ject,  who  spent  his  boyhood  days  under  the  pa¬ 
rental  roof  in  his  native  land,  and  at  the  age  of 
twenty-one  bade  good-bye  to  his  old  home,  pre¬ 
paratory  to  sailing  for  America.  He  left  Bremen 
on  the  9th  of  March,  1866,  and  on  the  17th  of 
April  landed  in  New  York,  whence  he  came  at 
Once  to  Rockford,  arriving  in  this  city  seven 
days  later.  He  was  then  a  single  man,  but  here 
chose,  a  companion  and  helpmate  on  life’s  jour¬ 
ney  Miss  Christiana  Fischer,  who  was  born  in 


Germany,  not  far  from  the  birthplace  of  her  hus¬ 
band.  She  there  grow  to  womanhood,  acquiring  a 
common-school  education  in  her  mother  tongue, 
and,  when  a  young  lady,  crossed  the  broad  Atlan¬ 
tic,  the  first  of  the  family  to  come  to  America. 
This  was  about  1867.  Her  father  had  died  in  Ger¬ 
many  when  little  past  middle  life.  Her  motlier 
afterwards  came  to  this  country  and  made  her 
home  with  her  daughter,  Mrs.  Zimmerman,  until 
called  to  her  final  rest  at  the  advanced  age  of 
eighty-six  years.  Both  Mr,  and  Mrs.  Fischer  were 
members  of  the  Lutheran  Church. 

Mr.  and  Mi’s.  Zimmerman  also  hold  that  reli¬ 
gions  belief,  and  our  subject  is  President  of  the 
congregation.  Their  union  has  been  blessed  with 
two  children;  one  died  in  infancy,  and  One  daugh¬ 
ter,  Emma  L.,  born  on  the  1st  of  March,  1877. 
Socially,  Mr.  Zimmerman  is  on  Odd  Fellow,  be¬ 
longing  to  the  subordinate  lodge,  the  camp  and  the 
canton.  He  also  belongs  to  the  E.  F.  W.  Ellis  Blue 
Lodge  No.  683,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.  He  has  made 
his  fortune  by  close  application  to  business,  indus¬ 
try  and  enterprise,  and  is  now  the  owner  of  a  fine 
two-story  building,  71x21  feet,  located  on  South 
Main  Street,  also  his  comfortable  residence  on 
Tenth  Street.  Ho  takes  an  activo  interest  in  all 
that  pertains  to  the  welfare  of  Rockford,  its 
growth  and  the  promotion  of  its  leading  indus¬ 
tries,  and  has  a  wide  acquaintance  in  this  commu¬ 
nity  where  he  has  made  his  homo  for  more  than  a 
quarter  of  a  century. 


^ANIEL  SMITH,  one  of  the  pioneers  of 
Harlan  Township,  but  now  residing  in 
Winnebago  Township,  was  born  in  Kin- 
tyre,  Scotland,  in  May,  1830,  the  third 
son  of  Daniel  and  Mary  (Montgomery)  Smith. 
Ilis  ancestors  were  from  Ayrshire,  and  his  grand¬ 
father  was  a  farmer  who  resided  on  leased  land 
belonging  to  the  Duke  of  Argyle,  spending  his 
last  years  on  that  estate. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  born  on  the  home 
farm  in  Kin  tyre,  February  11,  1791,  and  was 
reared  to  agricultural  pursuits,  which  he  followed 
in  his  native  land  until  1842.  Himself  and  his 
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sister  Janet;  were  the  only  members  of  the  family 
who  came  to  America.  In  the  year  above-men¬ 
tioned,  a  company  of  about  one  hundred  was 
formed,  who  hired  a  vessel,  which  had  formerly 
been  used  in  the  lumber  traffic,  and  sailed  from 
Campbellstown  June  4,  landing  at  New  York  on 
Independence  Day  following.  They  came  direct 
to  Illinois  by  the  most  expeditious  route  then 
known,  via  river,  canal  and  Lakes  to  Chicago,  and 
thence  with  team  to  Winnebago  County.  The 
father  of  our  subject  located  in  Harlem  Township, 
and  with  his  brother-in-law,  James  Montgomery, 
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were  quietly  passed.  The  mother*  of  Mrs.  Smith, 
whose  maiden  name  was  Martha  Johnson,  was  bom-, 
in  Kintyre  and  passed  away  at  the  old  home  in 
Winnebago  Township. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Smith  are  the  parents  of  six  living 
children,  whose  names  are  respectively:  James, 
Mary,  Martha,  Flora,  Agnes  and  Robert.  The  relig¬ 
ious  membership  of  the  family  is  in  the  First  Presby¬ 
terian  Church  at  Rockford,  and  in  political  mat¬ 
ters  Mr.  Smith  was  a  Republican  until  1872,  since 
which  time  he  has  been  a  firm  adherent  to  Demo¬ 
cratic  principles. 


bought  a  tract  of  partially  improved  land,  where 
he  resided  until  his  death,  August  20, 1845. 

Mary  Montgomery,  as  the  mother  of  our  subject 
was  known  in  maidenhood,  was  born  in  Kintyre, 
Scotland,  January  12,  1795,  the  daughter  of  Rob¬ 
ert  Montgomery.  She  died  on  the  old  homestead  j 
May  31,  1872.  Her  son  Daniel,  our  subject,  was 
twelve  years  old  when  he  accompanied  his  parents 
to  America,  and  at  the  time  of  his  settlement  in 
Winnebago  County  it  was  sparsely  settled  and  but 
little  improved.  Most  of  the  people  still  lived  in 
rude  log  houses,  there  were  no  railroads  here,  and 
Chicago  was  the  nearest  market  and  depot  for  sup¬ 
plies. 

After  remaining  with  his  mother  on  the  home 
farm  until  1851,  Mr.  Smith  located  on  a  portion  of 
the  estate  which  ho  had  inherited,  and  there  re¬ 
sided  until  1860.  He  then  purchased  a  farm  in 
Guilford  Township,  and  during  the  twenty  years 
in  which  he  made  it  his  home,  was  instrumental  in 
bringing  about  many  improvements  in  its  build¬ 
ings,  cultivation  and  embellishments.  In  1880,  he. 
sold  the  place  and  purchased  the  farm  he  now 
owns  and  cultivates.  This  is  well  improved  and 
includes  tho  northwest  quarter  of  section  14,  Win¬ 
nebago  Township,  being  a  very  valuable  tract  of 
land. 

In  1860,  Mr.  Smith  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Agnes,  daughter  of  James  Smith,  and  a  native 
of  the  same  place  in  Scotland  as  her  husband.  Her 
grandfather,  Hugh,  lived  and  died  in  Kintyre,  and 
her  father,  who  was  there  born  and  married,  emi¬ 
grated  to  America  in  1858,  in  company  with  his 
wife  and  eleven  children,  and  bought  a  farm  in 
Winnebago  Township*  where  his  closing  years 


C GIDEON  DEUEL,  a  native  of  the  Empire 
—  State,  lias  long  made  his  home  in  Winne- 
%{  bago  Comity,  Ill.  He  was  born  in  Wash¬ 
ington  County,  N.  Y.,  in  1820,  and  is  a  son  of  Job 
and  Elizabeth  (Ireland)  Deuel,  also  natives  of 
New  York  State,  where  they  followed  farming,  as 
did  their  parents  and  grandparents  before  them. 
Job  Deuel  and  Miss  Ireland  were  married  in  Gene¬ 
see  County,  N.  Y.,  near  Batavia,  and  the  wife  died 
there  when  about  fifty  years  of  age,  leaving  live 
children,  three  daughters  and  two  sons,  viz:  Gideon, 
Mary,  Clara,  Eliza  and  Philip,  all  still  living.  The 
father  sold  his  property,  and  bought  one  hundred 
and  twenty  acres  in  Alabama  Township,  Genesee 
County,  on  which  he  removed  with  his  five  chil¬ 
dren.  He  was  again  married,  this  time  to  Mrs.  Sarah 
Holmes,  who  made  a  good  wife  and  a  kind  mother 
to  the  little  children  depending  on  her,  and  who  by 
her  union  with  Mr.  Deuel  became  the  mother  of  one 
son,  Wellington.  This  son  is  now  the  owner  and 
occupant  of  the  old  homestead.  The  parents  died 
in  their  native  State,  the  father  when  eighty-four 
years  of  ago,  and  the  step-mother  at  the  ago  Of 
sixty-five  years. 

Our  subject  was  reared  to  farm  life,  and,  like  the 
average  country  boy,  received  his  education  in  the 
district  schools.  When  twenty  years  of  age,  he 
came  West;  to  Winnebago  County,  and  in  the  fall 
of  1840  beg;.n  working  for  Darius  Fish,  in  Cherry 
Valley,  receiving  $13  per  month  for  his  services, 
the  same  being  considered  very  high  wages  at  that 
time,  Mr.  Deuel  remained  in  this  section  for  two 
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years,  and  then  went  to  Laona  Township,  where 
he  purchased  a  farm  of  one  hundred  and  twenty 
acres,  which  had  been  improved  to  some  extent, 
but  on  which  were  no  buildings,  and  for  this  he 
paid  $13  per  acre.  He  paid  out  the  ready  money 
for  this,  having  earned  and  saved  it  while  work¬ 
ing  out.  After  this,  he  worked  on  the  construc¬ 
tion  of  the  Illinois  Central  Railroad  for  Penrse, 
Keith  it  Clark,  and  continued  this  for  two  years. 
While  at  Bloomington,  Ill.,  and  while  engaged  in 
this  work,  he  married  Miss  Ennna.  Bowen,  whom 
he  had  met  at  Cherry  Valley.  She  was  born  in 
New  England,  and  came  West  with  her  parents 
•when  a  child.  They  were  farmers,  and  died  in 
Ogle  County,  Ill.,  leaving  three  daughters. 

Mr.  Deuel  and  his  bride  went  to  Laona  and  set¬ 
tled  on  his  farm,  occupying  at  first  a  rude  log 
house,  but  they  were  contented  and  happjo  To 
the  original  tract,  Mr,  Deuel  added  forty  acres, 
but  in  1862  he  sold  the  entire  farm  at  a  consider¬ 
able  profit,  and  removed  to  Sliirland  Township, 
his  present  homo,  where  he  purchased  a  quarter- 
section,  paying  $11  per  acre  for  it.  On  this  were 
two  dilapidated  log  cabins,  hardly  tcnantable,  and 
no  barn.  This  purchase  was  a  trust  deed,  which 
was  sold  at  public  sale,  and  Mr.  Deuel  paying  cash, 
$1,760,  became  the  owner.  He  soon  erected  a  com¬ 
fortable  frame  house,  which  lias  been  the  abode  of 
the  family  since,  and  is  still  in  good  condition.  In 
1875,  our  subioct  erected  a  good  barn  80x50,  with 
sixteen-foot,  posts.  This  farm  had  only  about  twenty 
acres  cleared,  it  being  a  timber  farm,  but  now  the 
one  hundred  and  thirty  acres  of  rich,  tillable  land, 
give  little  indication  that  at  one  time  they  were 
covered  with  timber.  All  this  has  been  cleared  by 
his  own  bands,  and  it  represents  a  great  many  days 
of  hard  work.  Mr.  Deuel  now  has  two  hundred  and 
sixty  acres  of  land  in  this  county,  worth  from  $40 
to  $50  per  acre,  and  he  is  free  of  all  debt.  t-Ie  has 
ever  been  public-spirited,  and  has  contributed  lib¬ 
erally  to  all  worthy  movements,  assisting  in  build¬ 
ing  four  churches  and  two  parsonages,  and  aiding 
in  all  other  enterprises. 

The  children  who  came  to  bless  the  union  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Deuel  are  William,  a  farmer  of  Missouri; 
Mira,  now  Mrs.  Levi  Card,  resides  on  a  farm  near 
by;  Ira  A.,  a  carpenter;  May,  now'  Mrs.  Benjamin 


Bennett,  resides  on  a  farm  in  Nebraska;  Elmer,  at 
home  on  the  farm;  and  Eva,  attending  Rockford 
Academy.  They  lost  two  children  in  infancy.  All 
the  children  have  had  good  school  advantages. 
Mr.  Deuel  was  called  upon  to  part  from  his  wife, 
the  sharer  of  his  joys  and  sorrows,  on  the  19th  of 
November,  1891,  when  fifty-eight  years  of  age. 
She  was  a  member  of  the  Congregational  Church, 
and  her  husband  1ms  hold.. membership  in  the  same 
for  years.  Mr.  Deuel  has  held  a  number  of  local 
offices  in  the  township,  having  boon  Commissioner 
of  Highways  for  nine  years,  and  School  Trustee 
several  years.  He  has  carried  on  the  farm  prin¬ 
cipally  by  himself,  for  he  let  his  boys  branch 
out  for  themselves  when  they  were  quite  young, 
and  he  has  never  kept  a  hired  hand.  Ho  realizes 
that  lie  has  been  abundantly  blessed  with  health 
and  strength,  and  probably  no  man  in  the  county 
lias  worked  harder  in  the  past  than  he.  Many  a 
time  in  the  past  has  he  cradled  five  acres  of 
grain  per  day,  and  although  not  by  any  means  a 
large  man,  and  now  seventh-two  years  of  age,  lie 
is  still  vigorous  and  active,  IXc  lias  been  a  Repub¬ 
lican  in  politics,  and  his  first  Presidential  vote  was 
cast  for  William  Henry  Harrison. 

QHN  GREENLEE,  cashier  of  the  People’s 
Bank  of  Belvidcre,  was  born  in  Kin  tyro, 
Argyleshiro,  Scotland,  July  4,  1835,  llis 
father,  John  Greenlee,  a  pioneer  Scotch  set¬ 
tler  of  Winnebago  County,  was  born  in  Kin  tyre, 
Argyleshire,  August  18,  1791,  and  was  a  son 
of  George  and  Martha  (Wilson)  Greenlee.  The 
grandparents  spent  their  entire  lives  in  Argylc- 
shire.  The  father  of  our  subject  was  reared  to 
agricultural  pursuits  and  in  addition  to  farming 
followed  the  stone  mason’s  trade  a  portion  of  the 
time.  He  married  Helen  Brown,  a  native  of 
Kintyrc,  and  a  daughter  of  Charles  and  Elizabeth 
(Ralston)  Brown,  In  1836,  with  his  wife  and  six 
children,  he  came  to  America,  sailing  from  Liver¬ 
pool  to  New  York,  whence,  he  came  to  Illinois.  He 
found  work  as  a  stone  mason  on  the  acqueduct  at 
Ottawa.  Ilis  nephews,  George  and  John  Armour, 
then  living  in  Ottawa,  had  previously  visited 
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Winnebago  and  Boone  Counties  and  gave  a  glow¬ 
ing  description  of  ‘>hu  country,  so  that  in  Decem¬ 
ber  of  that  year,  Mr.  Greenlee  accompanied  them 
Lhitlier  and  made  a  claim  to  Government  land  in 
wlmt  is  now  Harlem  Township,  Winnebago  County. 
After  a  short  time,  he  returned  to  Ottawa,  and  in 
the  spring  of  1837  brought  his  family  to  the  new 
home,  becoming  the  first  permanent  settler  in  the 
locality  known  as  the  Scotch  Settlement  of  Win¬ 
nebago  and  Boone  Counties.  The  family  first 
moved  into  a  vacant  shanty  until  Mr.  Greenlee 
could  build  a  log  cabin  on  his  own  place.  They 
experienced  all  the  hardships  and  privations  of 
pioneer  life,  such  as  come  to  those  who  locate  on 
the  frontier.  The  father  was  very  poor  when  he 
first  settled  in  this  locality,  but  bis  industry  and 
good  management  brought  him  success,  and  he  in¬ 
creased  his  possessions  until  he  was  owner  of  three 
highly  improved  farms,  lie  lived  upon  his  first 
claim  until  1870,  when  lie  came  to  Belvidere  and 
spent  the  remainder  of  his  life  in  retirement,  lie 
died  December  30, 1882.  Ills  wife  passed  away  in 
1865.  They  were  among  the  founders  of  the  Wil¬ 
low  Greek  Presbyteriau  Church,  in  which  Mr. 
Greenlee  served  as  Ruling  Elder  for  many  years. 

Our  subject  was  one  of  eight  children:  Martha, 
Elizabeth,  George,  Charles,  Jnnnett,  John,  Helen 
and  Ann.  He  was  only  a  year  old  when  in-ought 
by  his  parents  to  Illinois,  so  that  his  earliest  recol¬ 
lections  are  of  the  pioneer  home.  Ho  received  his 
early  education  in  the  public  schools  of  Harlem 
Township  and  afterward  attended  a  select  school 
in  Marengo.  At  a  very  early  age.  he  began  assist¬ 
ing  his  father  in  the  labors  of  the  farm  and  after 
attaining  his  majority  came  into  possession  of  the 
old  homestead,  which  he  operated  for  two  years, 
when  ho  came  to  Belvidere  and  engaged  in  the 
hardware  business  with  his  brother  Charles  and  his 
brother-in-law,  James  0.  Gregory.  Ho  was  after¬ 
ward  associated  with  his  brother  George  and 
Robert  Harvey,  and  continued  in  that  lino  of 
business  until  1889,  when  lie  sold  out.  Upon  the 
organization  of  the  People’s  Bank,  ho  was  elected 
Cashier,  which  position  ho  inis  since,  held. 

In  1864,  Mr.  Greenlee  was  united  in  the  holy 
bonds  of  matrimony  with  Elizabeth  Brown,  a  na¬ 
tive  of  Ohio,  and  a  daughter  of  Edward  and 


Elizabeth  Brown,  both  of  whom  were  horn  in  Scot¬ 
land.  She  died  in  1870,  in  the  faith  of  the  Pres¬ 
byterian  Church,  leaving  two  daughters:  Helen 
and  Elizabeth  B.  Mr.  Greenlee  has  also  been  a 
life-long  member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and 
since  attaining  his  majority  lias  been  a  stalwart 
Republican.  He  lias  filled  various  public  oflices  of 
trust,  lias  represented  Belvidere  on  the  County 
Board  of  Supervisors,  and  in  1886  was  elected 
County  Treasurer,  serving  one  term.  Ills  official 
duties  were  ever  promptly  and  faithfully  dis¬ 
charged  and  won  him  the  commendation  of  all 
concerned. 


Vf>I  LLIAM.  C.  Du  WOLF,  Sm,  who  for  many 
years  was  one  of  the  successful  agrioultur- 
ists  of  Boone  County,  at  present  resides  in 
Belvidere,  where  he  bears  the  reputation  of  being 
one  of  its  most  public-spirited  citizens.  A  native 
of  Pennsylvania,  lie  was  born  in  Spring  field,  Erie 
County,  February  8,  1830.  Ilia  father,  Hiram  De 
Wolf,  hailed  from  Rutland  Count}7,  YU,  where  his 
birth  occurred  January  3,  1798.  The  grandfather 
of  our  subject,  Edgar  De  Wolf,  was  a  native  of 
New  York  State  and  of  French  parentage. 

Edward  De  Wolf  was  a  fanner  by  occupation  and 
removed  from  Rutland  to  New  York  State,  thence 
later  to  Pennsylvania,  where  he  was  identified  with 
the  farming  interests  of  the  town  of  Conneaut, 
Erie  County,  until  his  decease.  Ilis  wife  bore  the 
maiden  name  of  Sarah  Colson  and  also  died  on  the 
home  farm  in  Erie  County.  The  father  of  our  subject 
was  reared  in  the  Green  Mountain  State  and  New 
York  and  when  a  young  man  went  to  Erie  County, 
Pa.,  and  purchased  a  tract  of  timber  land  in  Spring- 
field.  There  ho  erected  a  house  of  logs,  where  the 
birth  of  our  subject  occurred,  and  a  few  years  later 
built  a  more  substantial  and  comfortable  dwelling 
in  which  he  was  residing  at  the  time  of  his  death, 
July  6,  1872.  The  mother  of  our  subject,  who  be¬ 
fore  her  marriage  was  Miss  .Sibyl  Coon,  was  born 
in  New  York  State,  in  1798,  and  died  June  3, 
1859. 

lie  of  whom  we  write  was  reared  and  educated 
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in  Springfield,  and  after  attaining  his  nineteenth 
year  taught  school  each  winter  for  nineteen  sea¬ 
sons.  In  1852,  he  went  to  Pittsburg,  and,  taking 
a  course  in  the  Pittsburg  Commercial  College,  was 
graduated  therefrom  and  then  resumed  teaching. 
The  following  year,  he  came  to  Boone  County  and 
spent  the  summer,  going  in  the  fall  of  that  year  to 
Cass  County,  Mich.,  and,  returning  to  this  county 
the  following  year,  located  on  eighty  acres  of  land 
which  he  had  purchased  from  his  father,  and  which 
was  located  on  section  14,  Spring  Township.  He 
began  cultivating  the  soil,  and,  in  the  fall  of  that 
year  going  to  Cass  County,  Mich.,  taught  school. 

Our  subject  was  married  in  Pennsylvania,  in 
the  spring  of  1855,  to  Iluldah  J.  Strong,  and  that 
same  year  returned  and  settled  on  the  farm  which 
was  his  home  until  1866.  Going  back  to  the  Key¬ 
stone  State,  he  made  his  home  there  until  Novem¬ 
ber,  1867,  at  which  time  he  again  took  up  his 
abode  in  this  county  and  purchased  forty  acres  of 
hew  land  on  section  13,  Spring  Township,  which 
he  farmed  until  1881;  then  renting  his  estate,  he 
went  to  Genoa,  where  he  spent  a  twelvemonth, and 
later,  going  vo  Kingston  Township, De Kalb  County, 
made  his  home  on  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres 
of  land,  located  on  section  20,  until  1888,  which 
year  found  him  again  in  Belvidere. 

The  five  children  Born  to  Mr,  and  Mrs.  DeWolf 
are  Nancy  E.,  who  was  born  December  25,  1855, 
married  Ernest  L.  Woodruff  and  resides  in  Rock¬ 
ford;  Hiram  S.,born  October  10, 1858,  was  drowned 
in  Coon  Creek,  May  27, 1876; Frank  L.,born  April 
23,  1862,  was  graduated  from  the  Genoa  High 
School,  from  the  Chicago  Veterinary  College,  and 


April  15,  1808.  His  father,  also  named  Rufus, 
was  born  in  the  Green  Mountain  State,  whence  ho 
removed  to  Girard,  X’a.,  about  1828,  and  purchas¬ 
ing  land,  engaged  in  farming  there  until  his  death. 
The  father  of  Mrs.  DeWolf  removed  from  Ver¬ 
mont  to  Girard  in  1835  and  purchasing  a  tract  of 
timber  land,  cleared  a  farm  from  the  wilderness, 
which  he  later  sold  and  purchased  other  property, 
in  this  manner  clearing  and  improving  three  farms 
in  Girard  Township.  He  spent  his  last  days  m  the 
town  of  Conueaut,  his  demise  occurring  August  4, 
1867. 

The  maiden  name  of  Mrs.  De  Wolf’s  mother  was 
Jane  Silverthorn;  she  was  born  in  Girard,  Pa.,  May 
15,  1810,  and  was  the  daughter  of  Abram  and 
Jane  (Hunter)  Silverthorn,  natives,  respectively, 
of  Vermont  and  Scotland,  and  the  latter  of  whom  is 
still  living  in  Conneaut.  In  his  political  relations, 
our  subject  is  a  Republican  and  has  been  honored 
with  the  various  township  offices  of  Spring  Town¬ 
ship,  Boone  County. 

S|=^ENJAMIN  F.  UPSON.  Since  casting  in 
k's  *oli  t;,ie  citizens  of  Winnebago 
County  almost  fifty  years  ago,  Mr.  Upson 
has  been  prominently  connected  with  its 
development  and  has  witnessed  its  growth  from  a 
sparsely-settled  and  unimproved  country  to  the 
home  of  thousands  of  prosperous  and  enterprising 
farmers  and  business  men.  During  the  summer 
months,  he  occupies  his  pleasant  home  at  No.  710 
i  Kilburn  Avenue,  Rockford,  but  usually  spends  the 


from  the  Kansas  City  Medical  College,  and  is  now  winter  seasons  in  Florida,  where  he  has  extensive 
engaged  in  practice  in  Kansas  City;  William  C.,  interests. 

Jr.,  born  November  4,  1865,  was  graduated  from  For  two  years  after  coming  to  Winnebago 
the  Genoa  High  School,  after  which  he  began  the  County,  Mr.  Upson  operated  a  farm  near  the 

study  of  law  and  was  admitted  to  the  Bar  in  1887;  county  line  on  the  south,  and  then,  in  1850,  ro¬ 
be  is  now  engaged  in  practice  with  the  Hon.  moved  to  a  tract  of  land  in  Howard  Township, 

Charles  E.  1  idler  and  was  married,  April  4,  1888,  where  he  built  a  beautiful  homo  and  improved  a 
to  Clara  Moore.  Nettie  was  born  August  19,  1868,  splendid  farm.  Failure  of  health  caused  his  re- 
and  is  now  Mrs.  Frank  Parker,  of  Kingston,  De  moval  to  Rockford,  whore  he  has  since  resided. 

Kalb  County,  this  State.  With  his  son  Jesse  B.,  he  became  the  owner  of  the 

Mrs.  DeWolf  was  bora  in  Giravd,  Erie  County,  business  of  E.  II.  Skinner  &  Company  and  con- 

Pa.,  February  16,  1832,  and  is  the  daughter  of  ducted  the  same  with  success  for  a  number  of 

Leonard  Rufus  Strong,  who  was  born  in  Vermont,  years,  but  recently  sold  out.  For  some  years  past, 
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ho  has  conducted  a  nursery  and  raised  berries  and 
small  fruits  extensively,  both  in  Rockford  and  in 
Florida. 

With  the  growth  of  Rockford  Hr.  Upson  has 
been  directly  connected,  and  laid  out  ten  acres  in 
the  northern  part  of  the  dty  on  Ilovsinan  Street, 
known  as  Glenney  4  Upson’s  Addition,  which  has 
been  platted  into  city  lots.  He  Is  a  stockholder  in 
the  Second  National  Bank,  as  well  as  financially 
interested  in  other  institutions.  In  Florida,  he  is 
not  only  Interested  in  nurseries,  but  also  operates 
a  sawmill  and  conducts  a  general  mercantile  busi¬ 
ness  at  DeLeon,  where  he  owns  valuable  property. 

Born  in  Mendham  Township,  Morris  County, 
N.  ,1.,  December  24,  1816,  the  early  life  of  Mr. 
Upson  was  one  of  struggle  against  poverty,  but 
liis  strong  personality  and  persistence  enabled  him 
to  overcome  adverse  fortune  and  crown  his  mature 
life  with  prosperity,  honor  and  respect.  In  his 
youth,  he  learned  the  trade  of  a  chairnmkor,  which, 
he  followed  a  short  time.  His  father,  Dr.  J esse 
Upson,  a  native  of  Connecticut,  'was  for  fifty  yearn 
the  most  prominent  physician  in  the  township  of 
Mendham,  but  came  West  to  Indiana  in  1838,  and 
died  the  same  year  at  Greenfield,  aged  eighty- two. 
He  enlisted  when  only  eighteen  years  old  in  the 
service  of  his  country  and  served  until  the  close 
of  the  Revolutionary  'War.  His  fellow-citizens 
called  him  to  occupy  many  posts  of  honor,  and  he 
served  as  Justice  of  the  Peace,  and  for  ten  years  as  a 
member  of  the  State  Assembly  of  New  Jersey,  and 
was  influential  in  public  matters.  The  mother  of 
our  subject,  whoso  maiden  name  was  Mary  Dayton, 
accompanied  her  husband  to  Indiana  and  survived 
him  several  years,  dying  in  Greenfield  when  very 
old.  She  was  the  daughter  of  the  well-known 
Judge  Dayton,  whose  son,  Senator  Dayton,  died 
while  Minister  at  the  Court  of  St.  James. 

The  only  surviving  members  of  this  family  are 
our  subject  and  his  sister,  Mrs.  Mary  1).  Cory,  of 
Lima,  Inch,  the  Latter  being  seventy-nine  years  old. 
Benjamin  F.  was  married  in  Illinois  to  Miss  Lucy 
Bacon,  who  was  born  and  reared  in  Massachusetts 
and  came  to  this  State  when  twenty-five  years  old. 
The  marriage  was  blessed  by  the  birth  of  one  son, 
Jesse  B.  The  latter  married  Miss  Mary  Sibley,  who 
was  educated  at  Terre  Haute,  Ind.,  and  is  the 


mother  of  two  children:  Lent  D.  and  Lucy  II. 
The  religious  home  of  the  family  is  in  the  Congre¬ 
gational  Church,  while  the  political  affiliations  of 
father  and  son  are  in  sympathy  with  the  principles 
of  the  Republican  party.  Al  an  early  day,  Mr. 
Upson  served  as  Justice  of  the  Peace,  and  still  re¬ 
tains  in  his  possession  a  document  bearing  these 
words: 

“To  all  to  whom  these  presents  shall  come,  greet¬ 
ing: 

Know  Yk,  that  Benjamin  F.  Upson,  having  been 
duly  elected  to  the  office  of  Justice  of  the  Peace 
for  the  county  of  Winnebago,  I,  Augustus  C. 
French,  Governor  of  the  State  of  Illinois,  for  and 
on  behalf  of  the  people  of  said  .State,  do  commis¬ 
sion  him  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  said  county,  and 
do  authorize  and  empower  him  to  execute  and 
fulfill  the  duties  of  that  office,  according  to  law.” 

Jesse  B.  Upson  is  a  young  gentleman  of  superior 
education  and  has  devoted  especial  attention  to 
the  study  of  the  sciences.  He  is  an  acknowledged 
authority  on  the  subject  of  conchology  and  has 
more  than  one  hundred  thousand  shells  of  vari¬ 
ous  specimens,  including  the  finest  collection  of 
Northern  Illinois.  He  is  also  a  student  of  botany, 
and  has  given  many  other  sciences  careful  study, 
having  devoted  twelve  years  to  their  research  and 
gaining  more  than  a  local  reputation  in  that  di¬ 
rection.  He  is  a  member  of  the  American  Con¬ 
chology  Association,  and  other  societies  of  a  scien¬ 
tific  and  social  character. 

saas^iis  i 

fa~y>REI)  II.  MOFFATT.  Among  the  many  on- 
terprises  necessary  to  complete  the  eom- 
ilP^  mercial  resources  of  a  town  or  city,  none  is 
of  move  importance  than  that  of  the  grocer,  as  be¬ 
ing  one  of  the  main  factors  in  the  furnishing  of 
our  food  supplies.  Prominent  in  this  trade  is  the 
establishment  of  Mr.  Moffatt.,  located  at  No.  431 
West  Suite  Street,  where  ho  carries  a  full  line  of 
staple  and  fancy  groceries,  and  where  he  has  built 
up  a  most  valuable  trade.  All  goods  are  procured 
direct  from  first  hands,  and  from  the  extended  ex¬ 
perience  of  the  proprietor,  this  house  is  able  to 
compete  in  all  respects  with  contemporaries.  By 
meeting  his  payments  promptly  and  by  his  sharp 
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trade  in  buying,  which  entitles  him  to  jobber  s 
prices,  he  is  enabled  to  sell  at  the  lowest  prices.  In 
connection  with  his  retail  trade  lie  is  prepared  to  do 
a  wholesale  trade  in  the  fruit  line.  |V 

Mr.  Moffatt  began  his  mercantile  career  in  -1881, 
when  twenty-one  years  of  age,  at  No.  429  West 
State  Street,  known  as  the  White  Grocery  Stine, 
and  was  assisted  in  a  pecuniary  way  by  his  kind 
and  indulgent  father,  William  Moffatt  (see  sketch). 
The  general  predictions  were  that  ho  would  fail, 
but  there  was  never  such  a  word  in  young  Mof- 
fatt’s  calendar.  The  business  is  conducted  with 
vigor  and  push,  and  patrons  are  accorded  prompt 
and  courteous  service,  while  the  stock  is  contin¬ 
ually  being  replenished  and  kept  choice  and  at¬ 
tractive.  By  his  square  dealing  and  honorable, 
upright  conduct,  he  has  made  many  friends,  and 
although  he  met  with  many  difficulties  when  first 
starting  out,  his  friends  stood  by  him,  and  at  the 
end  of  a  year  he  was  able  to  move  to  a  more  desir¬ 
able  location,  a  few  doors  from  his  former  estab¬ 
lishment.  Two  years  after  he  had  started  in  busi¬ 
ness,  he  was  entirely  out  of  debt  and  in  compara¬ 
tively  easy  circumstances.  In  1891,  his  business 
had  increased  to  such  an  extent  that  he  found  it 
necessary  to  move  the  second  time,  when  he  lo¬ 
cated  in  a  new  building  only  a  few  doors  from  the 
5  original  starting  place  and  where  lie  now  has  a 
flourishing  trade.  He  is  a  gentleman  possessing  a 
full  and  complete  knowledge  of  every  detail  of  the 
trade,  and  customers  have  realized  that  at  this 
house  they  may  depend  upon  obtaining  terms  and 
inducements  not  readily  to  be  duplicated  else¬ 
where. 

Our  subject  is  a  promoter  of  the  Retail  Gro¬ 
cers’  Association,  which  was  organized  on  the  11th 
of  February,  1892,  with  Charles  Burr  President; 
George  E.  Olson,  Vice-president;  II.  W.  Bum, 
Treasurer;  Albert  Ilollem,  Financial  Secretary,  and 
Mr.  Moffatt,  Secretaiy.  The  object  of  the  asso¬ 
ciation  is  to  keep  up  unity  and  good  feeling 
among  the  grocery  men  of  the  city.  The  leading 
merchants  of  the  city  are  united  in  this  much- 
needed  organization,  and  a  better  state  of  feeling 
exists  among  them.  Mr.  Moffatt  is  a  young  man, 
but  he  has  great  business  acumen  and  is  deter¬ 
mined  to  make  his  business  a  grand  success. 


Our  subject  is  a  native  of  this  city,  born  IwcnLy- 
nino  years  ago,  and  ho  was  thoroughly  educated 
in  the  city  schools,  where  he  applied  himself  dili¬ 
gently  to  his  books,  with  a  determination  that  has 
characterized  his  movements  over  since.  Ho  is  the 
only  son  born  to  his  parents  and  has  always  made 
the  city  of  Rockford  his  homo.  He  is  public-spir¬ 
ited,  takes  a  deep  interest  in  all  laudable  move¬ 
ments,  and  is  one  of  tire  promising  young  men  of 
the  city.  No  worthy  enterprise  is  allowed  to 
languish  for  Want  of  support  on  his  part,  and  he 
is  a  liberal  contributor  to  churches,  schools,  etc. 
He  is  truly  a  progressive  young  man,  and  while 
he  takes  no  active  part  in  polities,  his  support  is 
given  to  the  Republican  party.  He  is  not  in  the 
least  an  office-seeker,  but  attends  strictly  to  busi¬ 
ness  and  depends  on  honest  and  fair  dealing. 
With  his  honesty,  uprightness  and  fidelity  to  the 
interests  of  his  patrons,  he  can  not  fail  to  succeed 
in  -whatever  he  undertakes. 

The  B&jtster-QazeUe  gives  the  following  notice 
of  the  marriage  of  our  subject; 

“Promptly  at  three  o’clock  this  afternoon  a 
quiet  home  wedding  was  solemnized  at  the  spa¬ 
cious  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J,  II.  Morrill,  at  No. 
1 1 04  East  Slate  Street.  It  was  the  marriage  of  their 
daughter,  Miss  Nellie  M.  Morrill,  to  Fred  II,  Moffatt, 
and  modesty  and  elegance  characterized  the  nup¬ 
tial  event. 

“This  morning  the  house  was  turned  over  to 
Moleher,  the  florist,  and  in  his  usual  artistic  man¬ 
ner  he  trimmed  the  parlors  with  rare  ilornl  gems, 
making  them  present  a  very  pretty  appearance. 

“At  three  o’cKk'k,  Mr.  Moffatt  and  Miss  Morrill 
stepped  into  the  front  parlor,  whore  they  were  met 
by  dignified  Dr.  Kerr,  who  pronounced  the  words 
which  united  the  young  couple  for  life,  the  ring 
service  being  observed.  The  bridal  couple  were 
unattended,  and  the  affair  was  pretty  and  unosten¬ 
tatious  all  through.  At  the  conclusion  of  the  cere¬ 
mony,  the  wedding  party  sat  down  to  an  elegant 
lunch  and  were offored  many  wai  m  congratulations 
ns  they  ate  the  choice  edibles  provided. 

“Only  the  immediate  relatives  of  the  couple 
were  present  to  witness  the  marriage,  none  of  the 
man)'-  homo  friends  of  Miss  Morrill  or  Mr,  Moffatt 
being  included  in  the  guest  list. 
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“The  bride  was  attired  in  a  very  handsome 
mode  broadcloth  traveling  costume,  and  carried  a 
bouquet  of  bride  roses.  She  was  indeed  a  lovely 
bride,  Miss  Morrill  is  so  well  known  to  social 
Rockford  that  little  can  be  added  tliatwiilbcnews 
to  the  general  public.  She  is  one  of  the  most  ac¬ 
complished  and  talented  musicians  in  the  city  and 
has  delighted  audiences  with  her  selections  upon 
many  occasions.  She  is  possessed  of  those  qualities 
of  mind  and  heart  which  win,  as  well  as  hold, 
warm  friends.  Iler  many  admirers  and  pupils  will 
be  glad  to  learn  that  she  does  not  intend  to  give 
up  her  music  on  account  of  her  marriage,  but  will 
continue  it  as  usual  upon  her  return  to  Rockford. 

“Everybody  knows  Fred  Moffatfc.  He  is  one  of 
the  most  enterprising  and  energetic  young  business 
men  in  the  city,  and  1ms  rapidly  acquired  a  large 
trade.  lie  has  the  best  wishes  of  his  hosts  of 
friends. 

“Mr,  and  Mrs.  Moffatt  left  on  the  1:29  o’clock 
train  on  the  Central,  this  afternoon,  for  Chicago,  to 
spend  the  honeymoon,  and  will  be  absent  until 
the  latter  part  of  next  week.  Upon  their  return, 
they  will  for  the  present  have  rooms  and  board 
at  the  homo  of  William  Moffatt,  at  No.  902  North 
Court  .Street. 

“Those  present  from  out  of  town  at  the  wedding 
were  Miss  Eloiso  Harford  and  Oscar  Bangharfc,  of 
Chicago,  and  Mrs.  W.  B.  Dean,  of  Yankton, 8.  Dak., 
a  sister  of  the  bride.” 


STEPHEN  0.  THOMPSON.  A  high  place 
among  the  farmers  of  Winnebago  County 
must  be  accorded  to  the  gentleman  whoso 
portrait  accompanies  this  sketch,  and  who 
lias  made  a  competence  by  hard  labor,  prudent 
economy  and  business  shrewdness.  He  is  at  pres¬ 
ent  residing  in  Owen  Township,  where  ho  is  the 
owner  of  a  fine  tract  of  two  hundred  and  eighty 
acres  of  land. 

A  native  of  New  Jersey,  Mr.  Thompson  was 
born  on  the  banks  of  the  Delaware  River,  August 
15,  1818.  As  far  as  is  known,  his  father,  Lewis 
Thompson,  was  also  a  native  of  that  State,  where  he 
worked  at  the  cooper’s  trade.  About  1825,  he 
48 


moved  to  Hackettstown,  where  he  purchased  a 
farm,  in  addition  to  the  cultivation  of  which  he 
owned  and  operated  a  gristmill.  Ho  emigrated  to 
Illinois  in  1838,  where  lie  was  numbered  among 
the  pioneers  of  Canton,  Fulton  County.  lie  built 
a  shop  and  carried  on  his  trade  there  until  his  de¬ 
cease.  His  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Sarah 
Chitester,  was  a  native  of  New  Jersey,  and  departed 
this  life  in  Canton. 

The  parental  family  included  ten  children,  nine 
of  whom  grew  to  mature  years,  and  were  named 
respectively:  James,  Alfred,  Stephen  0.,  Lewis, 
Joseph,  Henry,  Edmund, William  and  John.  Stephen 
0.  was  reared  and  educated  in  his  native  State  and 
made  the  overland  trip  with  his  parents  to  Illinois. 
There  were  no  railroads  in  Fulton  County  for  a 
number  of  years  after  their  settlement,  and  the 
river  towns  were  the  principal  depots  for  supplies. 
Our  subject  -worked  with  his  father,  getting  out 
staves  and  timber,  and  was  employed  in  teaming 
until  1842.  During  that  year,  he  came  overland  to 
Winnebago  County,  at  a  time  when  most  of  the 
surrounding  country  was  owned  by  the  Govern¬ 
ment. 

On  locating  in  this  section,  our  subject  pur¬ 
chased  and  entered  land  in  what  is  now  Owen 
Township.  He  was  a  single  man  at  that  time,  and 
made  his  home  with  a  brother  until  Ms  marriage, 
when  he  settled  on  the  place  of  which  he  is  a  pres¬ 
ent  occupant.  November  29,  1845,  he  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Eliza  Knapp.  Mrs,  Thompson 
was  born  in  Ontario  County,  N.  Y.,  August  17, 
1818,  and  was  the  daughter  of  Stephen  Abbott 
Knapp,  a  native  of  Bi-anbury,  Conn.,  and  the  son 
of  Noah  Knap]),  also  born  in  the  Bay  State,  whence 
he  later  removed  to  New  York,  and  died  in  Orleans 
County.  Ann  is  Abbott  was  the  maiden  name  of 
his  wife,  and  she,  too,  passed  away  in  the  above- 
named  county.  The  father  of  Mrs  Thompson  was 
a  resident  of  Connecticut  until  after  his  marriage, 
when  he  removed  to  the  Empire  State,  and  for 
a  few  years  made  his  home  in  Orleans  County. 
From  the  town  of  Barre  he  removed  to  Genesee 
County,  and  in  1840  eamoto  Illinois,  accompanied 
by  his  wife  and  their  family  of  five  children.  Mr. 
Knapp  located  in  what  is  now  Harrison  Township, 
where  ho  purchased  and  improved  a  farm.  He  and 
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his  wife  departed  this  life  at  the  home  of  our  subject. 
The  maiden  name  of  Mrs.  Thompson’s  mother 
was  Maria  Fowler,  and  her  birth  occurred  in  Put¬ 
nam  County,  N.  Y.  J 

The  two  children  comprising  li6  household  of 
Mr,  and  Mrs.  Thompson  are:  Emily,  who  married 
Luke  T.  Hullett,  and  Dudley,  who  has  been  twice 
married.  His  first  wife  was  Eva  Cowan  and  his 
second,  Mary  G.  Mutimer.  He  is  the  father  of  three 
children:  Edward  S-,  Carl  J.  and  Fred  M.  Mrs. 
Thompson  is  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Itipiscopal 
Church.  In  his  political  views,  Mr.  Thompson 
votes  with  the  Republican  party. 


VILLI  AM  PINEGER,  after  a  long  life  of  i 
usefulness,  is  now  living  retired  in  Belvi- 
dere.  He  is  one  of  the  well-known  citi¬ 
zens  of  the  community,  and  it  is  with  pleasure  that 
we  present  this  record  of  his  life  to  our  readers. 
A  native  of  Wiltshire,  England,  he  was  born  Jan¬ 
uary  26,  1835.  His  grandfather,  William  Pineger, 
was  a  farmer,  and  spent  his  entire  life  in  Wilt¬ 
shire.  The  father  of  our  subject,  who  also  bore  the 
name  of  William,  was  reared  upon  a  farm  in  Wilt¬ 
shire,  where  he  resided  until  1849,  when  he  crossed 
the  broad  Atlantic  and  came  directly  to  Boone 
County,  Ill.  He  spent  one  year  in  Garden  Prairie, 
after  which  he  removed  to  the  town  of  Spring, 
purchasing  an  improved  farm,  upon  which  he 
made  his  home  for  some  time.  He  is  now  living 
in  Chicago,  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-eight 
years.  His  wife,  Ann  Wheatley,  was  born  in  Ashton, 
Keynes,  England,  and  was  a  daughter  of  Thomas 
Wheatley.  She  died  in  Chicago,  in  1878.  The 
family  numbers  nine  children:  Henry,  Ann,  Wil¬ 
liam,  Thomas,  Elizabeth,  Amy,  Jane,  Caroline  and 
Martha. 

The  first  fourteen  years  of  his  life  our  subject 
spent  in  his  native  land,  and  then  sailed  for  Amer¬ 
ica  with  his  parents.  They  reached  New  York  af¬ 
ter  a  voyage  of  thirty-five  days  and  went  by  way 
of  the  Hudson  River,  the  Erie  Canal  and  the  Great 
Lakes  to  Chicago,  whence  they  came  by  team 
to  Boone  County.  Mr.  Pineger  aided  in  the  oper¬ 
ation  of  his  father’s  farm  until  1869,  when  he  was 


united  in  marriage  with  Anna  E.  Tripp,  who  was 
born  in  the  town  of  Spring,  Boone  County,  and  is 
the  daughter  of  Edwin  and  Betsy  (Peters)  Tripp. 
Her  father  was  born  in  Somersetshire,  England, 
February  12,  1812,  and  was  a  son  of  John  Tripp, 
a  farmer  of  that  county.  He  was  reared  upon  a 
farm  until  1842,  when,  on  the  14th  of  April,  he 
wedded  Miss  Peters,  a  daughter  of  Thomas  and 
Sarah  (Lawrence)  Peters,  natives  of  Somersetshire. 
Her  father  was  a  farmer  and  dealer  in  live  stock. 
After  their  marriage,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Tripp  sailed  for 
America,  and  after  a  voyage  of  six  weeks  landed 
at  New  York,  whence  they  came  direct  to  Boone 
County,  Ill.  They  saw  it  in  its  pioneer  days, 
and  in  those  early  years  lived  in  true  fron- 
|  tier  style,  Mr.  Tripp  improved  a  good  farm  of 
two  hundred  and  twenty  acres,  upon  which  ho 
made  his  home  until  1880,  when  lie  rented  his 
land  and  came  to  Belvidere,  where  he  has  since 
lived  a  retired  life. 

After  his  marriage,  Mr.  Pineger  operated  a  rented 
farm  for  two  years,  and  then  purchased  a  part  of 
the  old  homestead,  upon  which  he  resided  until 
1889,  He  was  a  successful  farmer,  industrious  and 
enterprising,  and  the  neat  appearance  of  his  place 
indicated  his  thrift  and  energy.  Three  years  ago 
he  rented  his  farm  and  came  to  Belvidere,  where 
he  built  a  pleasant  and  commodious  residence  on 
Pearl  Street,  where  with  bis  wife  and  daughter, 
Fannie  A.,  their  only  child,  he  now  resides,  rest¬ 
ing  from  all  business  cares. 

Mr.  and  Mrs,  Pineger  wore  reared  in  the  Episco¬ 
pal  faith;  but  the  latter  is  now  a  member  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church. 

Jffl  MOH  B.  BANNING.  For  many  years,  or 
lj  since  his  location  in  this  county,  the  rep- 
l!  utation  Mr.  Banning  enjoys  lias  been  not 
only  that  of  a  most  substantial  and  pro¬ 
gressive  farmer,  but  of  an  intelligent  and  thor¬ 
oughly  posted  man  in  all  public  affairs.  Al¬ 
though  now  in  bis  seventy-sixth  year,  time  has 
dealt  leniently  with  him,  and  he  is  still  in  the  en¬ 
joyment  of  comparatively  good  health,  and  takes 
as  deep  an  interest  in  all  public  enterprises  as  in 
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bis  more  youthful  flays,  lie  was  originally  from 
Yates  County,  N.  Y.,  born  March  10,  1810,  and  is 
the  son  of  Janies  B,  and  Sarah  (Raplee)  Banning, 
both  natives  of  New  Jersey. 

James  B.  Banning's  parents,  Richard  and  Mar¬ 
tha  (Bigger)  Lamiing,  were  natives  of  New  Jersey 
and  Canada,  respectively.  They  moved  to  New 
York  Slate  at  an  early  day,  and  there  received  their 
final  summons,  both  dying  when  about  seventy- 
five  years  of  age.  They  were  the  parents  of  four 
children.  Mrs.  Sarah  (Raplee)  Banning's  parents, 
Andrew  and  Catharine  (Adams)  Raplee,  wore  na¬ 
tives  of  New  Jersey,  and  died  in  Yates  County, 
N.  Y.  On  botli  sides  they  were  honest,  respected 
citizens,  and  farmers,  so  far  as  known.  James  B. 
Banning  with  his  wife  and  family  moved  to  this 
county  in  June  of  the  year  1842.  He  was  one  of 
the  early  settlors,  and  was  prominently  identified 
with  the  growth  and  development  of  Boone 
County  until  his  death  here,  when  seventy-seven 
years  of  ago.  His  wife  also  died  in  this  county 
when  seventy-nine  years  of  age.  They  were  the 
parents  of  twelve  children,  three  of  whom  arc  liv¬ 
ing  at  the  present  time.  James  B.  Banning  and  a 
brother  were  in  the  War  of  1812,  and  in  all  prob¬ 
ability  some  of  the  ancestors  were  In  the  Revolu¬ 
tionary  War. 

Amos  B.  Banning  remained  with  his  parents  un¬ 
til  February  6,  1889,  when  his  marriage  with  Miss 
Catherine  Strond  occurred  at  the  home  of  the  lat¬ 
ter.  She  was  horn  in  Sussex  County,  N.  J.,  on  the 
19th  of  July,  1818,  and  died  in  this  county  on 
the  8 til  of  January,  1878.  Her  parents,  Jacob  and 
Maria  (Prolmseo)  Strond,  were  natives  of  New 
Jersey,  and  died  in  Steuben  County,  N,  Y.,  when 
eighty  and  fifty  years  old,  respectively.  Jacob 
Stroud  was  the  son  of  Samuel  and  Catharine 
Strond,  who  were  also  of  New  Jersey  nativity,  and 
who  died  in  Steuben  County,  N.  Y,,  both  when 
about  ninety-eight  years  of  age.  As  before  men¬ 
tioned,  our  subject  earn©  with  Ins  parents  to  Boone 
County,  III.,  in  the  spring  of  1842,  and  made  all 
the  journey  by  land,  bringing  his  wife  and  house¬ 
hold  goods  with  teams.  Ilia  father  came  by 
water.  They  wore  quite  well  off  for  pioneers 
when  they  landed  here,  and  our  subject  took  up 
forty  acres  of  Government  laud,  on  which  he  has 


resided  nearly  ever  since.  His  first  house  was  a 
very  primitive  affair,  but  in  that  log  cabin,  with 
his  thrifty  and  cheerful  wife,  he  passed  many 
bright  and  happy  years. 

Politically,  Mr.  Banning  was  formerly  an  old- 
line  Whig,  but  upon  the  formation  of  the  Repub¬ 
lican  party  he  transferred  his  allegiance  to  it  and 
has  ever  since  been  a  consistent  and  faithful  sup¬ 
porter  of  that  organization.  He  voted  first  for 
W.  II.  Harrison,  then  for  Fremont  and  ever  since 
with  the  Republicans.  Mr.  Banning  has  held  a 
number  of  local  offices  and  is  a  worthy  member  of 
the  Baptist  Church,  having  held  membership  in 
that  church  since  a  resident  of  New  York  State. 
To  his  marriage  were  born  two  children,  as  follows: 
Sarah  J.,  bom  in  Illinois  on  the  14th  of  December, 
1847,  married  E.  S.  Bowers,  and  both  are  now  de¬ 
ceased.  They  left  one  daughter,  Jessie,  who  was 
born  in  this  county  on  the  6th  of  October,  187L 
This  daughter  married  Arthur  J.  Cheever,  and 
they  have  a  little  daughter,  Christie  S.,  who  was 
born  on  the  18th  of  March,  1891,  and  who  is  the 
delight  and  comfort  of  Mr.  Banning’s  declining 
years.  She  is  a  bright,  sweet,  winsome  little  thing. 
Our  subject’s  second  child,  Daniel  R.,  was  born  in 
this  county  on  the  7th  of  July,  1849,  and  died 
when  thirteen  years  of  age.  Mr.  Banning’s  grand¬ 
son-in-law,  Arthur  J.  Cheever,  was  born  in  Wis¬ 
consin  on  the  8th  of  January,  1864,  and  is  work¬ 
ing  on  the  farm  for  our  subject. 

II'  ON.  FREEMAN  GRAHAM,  of  Rcclcford, 
in))  was  born  in  Simsbury,  Hartford  County, 
Conn.,  October  11,  1806.  Ilis  boyhood 
(|||  days  were  passed  in  bis  native  plaee,  where 
lie  received  a  common  school-education,  and 
served  an  apprenticeship  of  seven  years  in  making 
cotton  and  woolen  machines,  becoming  a  practical 
machinist.  In  1854,  he  came  West,  entered  the 
employ  of  Charles  Walker,  of  Chicago,  and  took 
charge  of  his  iron  works  in  Beloit,  Wis.,  where  he 
remained  two  years. 

Receiving  an  offer  of  a  larger  salary,  Mr.  Gra¬ 
ham  earae  to  Rockford  and  entered  the  employ  of 
Mr,  Emerson.  He.  became  sole,  manager  of  the 
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•well-known  linn  of  Emerson,  Talcott  &  Co.,  manu¬ 
facturers  of  farm  implements,  and  in  that  respon¬ 
sible  position  was  widely  known  as  an  enterpris¬ 
ing  and  progressive  business  man.  When  the 
Rockford  Cotton  Mills  were  started  under  his  di¬ 
rect  supervision,  he  became  part  owner  and  re¬ 
tained  his  connection  with  that  flourishing  en¬ 
terprise  for  many  years.  He  also  erected  and 
owns  the  distillery  now  operated  by  his  sons  under 
the  firm  name  of  Graham  Bros. 

A  man  of  thrift  and  large  executive  ability, 
Mr.  Graham  has  aided  in  the  upbuilding  of  Rock¬ 
ford  and  has  always  token  a  deep  interest  in  local 
affairs.  While  a  resident  of  Connecticut,  he 
served  some  years  in  the  State  Legislature  and 
held  the  office  of  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  many 
years.  For  five  years  he  served  efficiently  and  to 
the  universal  satisfaction  as  Alderman  of  the 
Fifth  Ward,  in  which  position  he  contributed 
effectively  to  the  advancement  of  the  city.  An 
extensive  traveler,  as  early  as  1828  he  went  to 
South  America,  and  spent  one  year  in  Yucatan, 
where  he  was  interested  in  introducing  a  machine 
for  dressing  manila  from  the  raw  material  into 
practical  use,  and  he  still  has  in  his  possession  a 
certificate  of  grant  from  the  Spanish  authorities 
for  his  machine. 

At  the  age  of  eighty-five  years,  Mr.  Graham  is 
quite  active,  retains  the  use  of  his  intellectual 
and  physical  faculties,  has  never  used  eye  glasses, 
and  retains  that  sanguine  and  buoyant  spirit  char¬ 
acteristic  of  youth.  On  May  3,  1892,  he  cele¬ 
brated  the  sixtieth  anniversary  of  his  marriage. 
The  maiden  name  of  his  estimable  and  devoted 
wife  was  Julia  Driggs,  and  she  was  born  in  Bark- 
hamsted,  Litchfield  County,  Conn.,  October  2, 1814, 
her  ancestors  being  of  Scotch  origin.  They  have 
been  the  parents  of  seven  children,  the  eldest  of 
whom,  Julia  and  Mary,  died  young.  Byron  is  a 
distiller  in  Rockford,  and  he  and  his  brother, 
Freeman,  Jr.,  belong  to  the  firm  of  Graham  Bros. 
Cotton  Mills  Company.  The  former  married  Miss 
Mary  Ilight,  of  California,  and  the  latter  chose  as 
his  wife  Miss  Elizabeth  Gammon.  Julius,  general 
manager  of  the  firm  of  Graham  Bros.  Cotton  Mills 
Company,  married  Miss  Emily  Brantenham.  Julia 
is  the  wife  of  Henry  Warner,  who  manages  the 


paper  and  cotton  mills  at  Rock  Island,  111.  David, 
the  youngest  son,  is  manager  of  the  distillery. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Graham  attend  the  Episcopal  Church 
and  are  highly  esteemed  in  the  city,  whore  they 
have  resided  for  so  many  years. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  whose  name  was  like¬ 
wise  Freeman,  was  a  soldier  in  the  Revolutionary 
War  and  followed  the  business  of  a  clothier  until 
ho  died  in  middle  age.  Grandfather  William  Gra¬ 
ham,  who  was  of  Scotch  parentage,  was  a  promi¬ 
nent  physician  of  the  Nutmeg  State.  The  mother 
of  our  subject,  whoso  maiden  name  was  Hannah 
May,  was  born  in  Connecticut,  where  she  died  at 
the  age  of  eighty-four.  Her  father,  John  May, 
whose  ancestors  had  been  connected  with  the  Colo¬ 
nial  settlement  of  Now  England,  attained  to  the 
great  age  of  ninety-nine,  at  which  time  his  death 
was  caused  by  injuries  received  from  falling  down 
a  flight  of  stairs.  Our  subject  was  the  youngest, 
with  one  exception,  of  ten  children,  ail  of  whom 
attained  to  mature  years.  One  brother,  Harvey) 
served  through  the  War  of  1812  as  Sergeant.  Of 
that  large  family  our  subject  is  the  only  survivor, 
the  others  having  preceded  him  in  death.  Poli¬ 
tical^,  Mr.  Graham  was  originally  a  Whig,  and 
subsequently  became  a  Republican,  and  during  the 
war  was  a  stanch  Union  man. 


AN1EL  G.  SPAULDING,  Alderman  of  the 
I  jj)  Seventh  Ward,  is  one  of  the  prominent  eit- 
izens  of  Rockford,  where  he  occupies  a 
pleasant  homo  at  No.  402  North  Court  Street.  For 
many  years  he  was  one  of  the  most  successful  and 
enterprising  business  men  of  tlie  city,  engaging  as 
a  grocer  on  West  State  Street  until  1888,  when  he 
was  succeeded  in  business  by  his  son  George  D. 
and  II.  S.  Crandall.  Ho  possesses  a  genial,  com¬ 
panionable  disposition,  keen  discrimination  and 
tlie  qualities  of  thrift  which  have  contributed  to 
his  prosperity,  and  has  taken  an  active  part  in 
everything  which  is  conducive  to  the  success  of 
himself  personally  or  of  the  city,  having  erected 
and  improved  fourteon  fine  residences,  including 
six  brick  fiats  that  are  conveniently  located. 

A  native  of  New  Hampshire,  Mr.  Spaulding 
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was  born  in  Acworth,  November  25,  1839,  and 
is  the  son  of  Nohorniah  and  Betsy  (Hayward) 
Spaulding.  After  receiving  a  common-school  ed¬ 
ucation  in  lus  native  village,  ho  removed,  at  the 
age  of  eighteen  years,  to  the  growing  West  and 
sought  a  home  in  the  bustling  town  of  Rockford. 
When  the  Civil  War  broke  out  and  threatened  to 
engulf  the  liberties  of  our  people,  he  enlisted  in 
the  defense  of  the  Union,  August  D,  1862,  as  a 
member  of  Company  I,  Seventy-fourth  Illinois 
In  fan  tty,  Capt.  Irvin  and  Col.  Jason  Marsh  com¬ 
manding.  With  his  regiment  he  proceeded  imme¬ 
diately  to  the  front  and  joined  the  Army  of  the 
Cumberland,  meeting  the  enemy  at  Perryville, 
Ky. 

Afterward  the  regiment  marched  into  the  en¬ 
emy’s  country  and  fought  at  the  battles  of  Stone 
River  and  Lookout  Mountain,  in  which  Mr. 
Spaulding  participated  actively,  as  well  ns  in  nuny 
engagements  of  minor  importance.  After  a  val¬ 
orous  service  of  nearly  three  years,  during  which 
time  ho  was  promoted  to  be  First  Lieutenant, 
he  was  honorably  discharged,  and  going  to  Chi¬ 
cago,  joined  the  United  States  troops  in  May, 
1865,  as  First  Lieutenant,  Upon  the  Western 
plains,  for  nearly  two  years  he  did  duty  as  a  scout 
and  suppressor  of  Indian  outbreaks,  after  which 
ho  returned  to  Rockford  in  1867. 

By  his  first  marriage,  Mr.  Spaulding  had  one 
son,  George  I).,  a  progressive  young  gentleman 
who  carries  on  a  real-estate  business. 

January  1,  1872,  at  Rockford,  occurred  the  mar¬ 
riage  of  Mr.  Spaulding  and  Miss  Sophia  R.  Rannie. 
Mrs.  Spaulding  was  born  in  Scotland  and  was  a 
small  child  when  she  came  to  the  United  States 
with  her  parents,  who  located  in  this  part  of  Illi¬ 
nois  and  here  died.  She  received  her  education 
in  the  schools  of  the  city  and  is  a  lad}’’  of  culture 
and  unusual  ability.  The  marriage  has  been 
blessed  by  the  birth  of  one  child,  Lulu,  who  is 
at  homo  with  her  parents. 

A  prominent  Republican,  Mr.  Spaulding  has 
served  as  Supervisor  of  his  ward  and  is  the  pres¬ 
ent  Alderman.  With  his  wife,  ho  holds  member¬ 
ship  in  the  Presbyterian  Church  and  aids  those 
projects  which  will  promote  the  welfare  of  the 
community,  morally,  religiously  or  educationally. 
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Mrs.  Spaulding  is  President  of  the  Woman’s  Re¬ 
lief  Corps  of  this  city  and  Vice-President  of  the 
State  order,  usually  attending  the  State  and  na¬ 
tional  conventions  of  the  order  and  aiding  in  its 
deliberations  and  decisions.  In  charitable  work, 
she  is  foremost  and  is  of  a  noble  and  devoted 
character. 

Socially,  Mr.  Spaulding  is  an  influential  member 
of  G.  L.  Nevius  Post  No.  1,  G,  A.  R.,  of  Rock¬ 
ford;  is  a  Master  Mason,  and  an  active  member  of 
the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  having 
occupied  all  the  chairs  of  Rockford  Encampment, 
No.  44.  He  is  now  Vice-President  of  the  Rock¬ 
ford  Baking  Company,  a  prominent  concern  estab¬ 
lished  hero  in  1889,  and  of  which  he  was  one  of 
the  chief  promoters.  He  is  a  stockholder  in  the 
Rockford  National  Bank,  and  has  perhaps  done  as 
much  toward  advancing  the  various  industries  of 
Rockford  as  any  other  citizen. 

&  — S3 •< .  A  >  EL  . . . 

@  ‘-~c3  <T>  Eb  ""■§) 

zp^EORGE  TULLOCK,  one  of  the  enterpris- 
fjj  gy  ing  farmers  of  Owen  Township,  Winne- 
bago  County,  has  demonstrated  the  fact 
that  perseverance  and  zeal  will  prevail  to  conquer 
circumstances  and  gain  a  competence  for  him 
who  exercises  those  qualities.  He  now  owns  a 
good  farm  on  section  34,  upon  which  will  lie 
found  all  the  improvements  which  reflect  credit 
upon  his  thrift  and  judgment.  Mr.  Tulloek  was 
born  in  the  parish  of  Rothiemay,  Banffshire,  Scot¬ 
land,  July  4,  1815,  and  is  a  son  of  George  and 
Isabella  (Cran)  Tulloclc.  The  father  was  born  in 
Nairnshire,  and  the  mother  in  Banffshire.  George 
Tulloek  was  a  contractor  and  builder  by  trade,  but 
in  later  life  settled  upon  a  small  farm,  where  he 
spent  his  last  years,  dying  at  the  advanced  age  of 
eighty- five;  the  mother  departed  this  life  when 
forty-two  years  of  age. 

The  two  children  comprising  the  parental  house¬ 
hold  were  Ann,  who  married  Alexander  Clark, 
and  now  makes  her  home  with  our  subject;  and 
George,  of  this  sketch.  The  latter  was  reared  and 
educated  in  his  native  parish  and  commenced  at  the 
ago  of  sixteen  years  to  learn  the  shoemaker’s 
trade,  serving  an  apprenticeship  of  three  years. 
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In  1889,  he  set  sail  for  America,  leaving  Glas¬ 
gow  on  the  vessel  “Horace,”  commanded  by  Capt, 
White.  He  landed  on  American  soil  in  September 
of  that  year,  the  voyage  consuming  ten  weeks, 
and  he  came  directly  to  Illinois.  He  worked  at  his 
trade  in  Chicago  for  two  weeks  and  then  found 
employment  on  a  farm  twelve  miles  northwest  of 
the  city.  Nine  months  later,  he  moved  to  Will 
County,  where  he  worked  at  his  trade  until  the 
spring  q£  1841,  at  which  time  he  settled  on  a  farm 
and  remained  until  the  fall  of  the  year,  when  he 
again  went  to  Chicago  and  engaged  passage  with 
a  teamster  for  Rockford.  The  roads  being  in  a 
very  bad  condition,  they  were  enabled  to  travel 
only  twelve  miles  the  first  dajr,  and  our  subject, 
thinking  he  could  make  better  time  on  foot, 
walked  the  rest  of. the  distance. 

On  his  arrival  in  Rockford,  George  Tulloek  en¬ 
tered  the  employ  of  Daniel  Dow,  and  worked  at 
his  trade  until  1845.  In  the  meantime,  having 
made  claim  to  a  tract  of  Government-  land  on 
what  is  now  section  26,  Burritt  Township,  he  re¬ 
moved  upon  it  and  commenced  the  work  of  its 
improvement  and  cultivation.  There  being  no 
railroads  in  the  vicinity,  lie  hauled  his  produce  to 
Chicago,  one  hundred  miles  away,  which  journey 
generally  occupied  a  week.  Mr.  Tulloek  in  1862 
sold  the  farm  just  mentioned  and  purchased  the 
tract  where  lie  now  resides  on  section  34,  Owen 
Township. 

The  original  of  this  sketch  was  married,  Octo¬ 
ber  3,  1845,  to  Mary  A.  Milne.  "She  was  born  in 
Kincardineshire,  Scotland, and  was  the  daughter  of 
James  Milne.  She  departed  this  life  October  27, 
1890,  after  having  become  the  mother  of  nine  chil¬ 
dren,  viz:  Margaret,  William,  Emma,  Alonzo,  Vol- 
neyand  George;  those  who  are  deceased  are  A.  R.; 
Orlando,  who  died  at  the  age  of  two  years  and  eight 
months;  and  Henry  A.  when  ten  years  and  two 
months  old.  In  his  political  views,  Mr.  Tulloek 
votes  the  Republican  ticket,  and  in  religious  mat¬ 
ters  is  liberal.  He  served  as  Assessor  of  Burritt 
Township  ten  years,  and  of  Owen  Township 
twenty  years.  He  has  also  been  School  Treasurer 
the  same  length  of  time.  Our  subject  stands  very 
high  in  the  community,  and  is  thoroughly  honest 
and  upright  in  all  his  dealings.  A  compliment 


was  paid  his  character  by  a  Baptist  minister  who 
had  been  a  neighbor  of  Mr.  Tul lock’s  for  many 
years,  and  who  when  making  his  will  named  him  as 
one  of  the  executors.  When  asked  why  ho  did  so 
after  he  had  pronounced  Mr.  Tulloek  an  infidel, 
ho  replied  that  lie  know  him  to  be  an  honest  man. 

^fr^,  ETER  JOHNSON  is  one  of  the  most  enter- 

I  Jl  Pr‘sillS'  business  men  of  Rockford  that 
Sweden  has  furnished  to  this  country.  He 

j|\  is  now  Superintendent,  a  Director  and  a 
stockholder  of  the  Excelsior  Furniture  Company, 
which  position  he  has  held  for  six  years,  and 
much  of  the  success  of  that  company  is  due  to  his 
untiring  efforts.  Ho  was  born  in  Skona,  Sweden, 
September  11, 1844,  and  is  a  son  of  John  Hanson, 
who  is  yet  living  at  the  ago  of  seventy-three 
years.  His  wife,  whoso  maiden  name  was  iThnnah 
Pearson,  died  in  1890,  at  the  age  of  sixty-nine 
years.  Like  her  husband,  she  was  a  member  of 
the  Swedish  Lutheran  Church.  The  first  of  the 
family  to  come  to  this  country  was  a  sister  of  our 
subject,  now  Mrs.  Carrie  Munson,  of  Byron,  Ogle 
County,  Ill.,  her  husband,  Nelson  Munson,  being 
a  large  farmer  of  that  county.  A  brother,  Nels 
Johnson,  who  came  to  America  after  our  subject, 
is  now  married  and  is  employed  as  a  mechanic  by 
the  Excelsior  Furniture  Company. 

Our  subject  spent  his  childhood  days  in  the  land 
of  his  birth,  and  there  learned  the  trade  of  a  gen¬ 
eral  mechanic  with  his  father,  who  followed  that 
occupation  as  his  life  work.  At  length  he  deter¬ 
mined  to  try  his  fortune  in  America,  and  sailed 
from  Malmo  to  New  York  City,  from  whence  lie 
came  at  once  to  the  West.  In  Rockford,  he  was 
joined  in  wedlock  with  Miss  Mary  C.  Carlson,  who 
was  born  in  Smoland,  Sweden,  in  February,  I860, 
and  came  to  the  United  States  in  1888.  Her 
mother  died  in  Sweden,  where  her  father  ijs  still 
living  at  quite  an  advanced  ago.  Throughout  his 
entire  life  he  has  followed  the  occupation  of 
farming.  Two  sisters  also  reside  in  this  country. 

The  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Johnson  has  been 
blessed  with  two  children:  A.  Clarence  and  Edith 
|  Hannah.  The  parents  both  hold  membership  with 
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the  First  Lutheran  Swedish  Church,  and  are  highly 
respected  people,  wjio  have  many  friends  through¬ 
out  this  community;  Their  home  is  a  pleasant  res¬ 
idence  at  No.  1013  Fifth  Avenue,  where  they  have 
resided  for  some  time.  In  his  political  affiliations, 
Mr.  Johnson  is  a  supporter  of  Republican  princi¬ 
ples. 

Since  coming  to  Rockford,  in  1876,  he  has  been 
connected  with  the  furniture  factories  of  this  city, 
first  with  the  Central  Furniture  Factory,  and 
afterwards  with  the  Forest  City  Furniture  Fac¬ 
tory,  being  with  the  latter  for  eight  years.  His 
experience,  therefore,  well  fitted  him  to  accept  the 
position  which  ho  occupies  with  the  Excelsior 
Furniture  Company.  He  is  also  a  practical  me¬ 
chanic  and  cabinet-maker,  and  thus  thoroughly 
understanding  the  business,  is  capable  of  super¬ 
intending  those  engaged  in  that  work.  He  has 
carved  out  iris  own  fortune,  and  the  result  shows 
that  it  was  no  unskilled  hand  that  did  the  work. 


VILLIAM  II.  WORTHINGTON  is  Treasurer 
of  the  Republican  at  Rockford,  whose  first 
issue  was  made  April  10,1890.  The  scheme 
of  setting  on  foot  a  first-class  Republican  paper 
was  undertaken  oy  our  subject,  in  company  with 
other  well-known  men  of  the  city,  it  being  incor¬ 
porated  with  the  following  officers:  H.  II.  Robin¬ 
son,  President;  S.  A,  Johnson,  Vice-President; 
Will  J.  Johnson,  Secretary,  and  W.  II.  Worthing¬ 
ton,  Treasurer;  with  II.  0.  Hilton,  Managing  Edi¬ 
tor,  and  C.  T>.  Allyn,  City  Editor.  The  company 
is  formed  of  well-known  young  business  men  of 
this  section  and  its  backers  represent  a  large 
amount  of  capital.  From  the  beginning,  the  paper 
lias  been  issued  morning  and  evening,  semi¬ 
weekly  and  weekly,  and  its  wonderful  growth  lias 
far  exceeded  tire  expectation  of  its  promoters.  Our 
subject  is  a  native  of  Rockford,  having  been  horn 
here  in  1854.  He  received  a  practical  education 
in  the  common  and  High  Schools  of  this  city,  and, 
having  spent  a  great  deal  of  his  time  in  his  father’s 
drug  stove,  became  a  student  and  graduated  in 
pharmacy,  giving  hie  eutive  lime  and  attention  to 


compounding  drugs  until  he  connected  himself 
with  the  enterprise  to  which  he  gives  his  best 
efforts.  His  life  has  been  a  busy  one  and  while 
yet  in  his  prime  he  has  shown  his  ability  to  manage 
with  great  skill  the  affairs  in  which  he  is  interested. 

The  history  of  our  subject’s  family  in  this  city 
is  of  a  character  worthy  of  some  special  mention. 
In  1838,  William  Worthington,  his  father,  came 
to  Rockford  when  a  young  man  and  was  recog¬ 
nized  as  one  of  its  prominent  business  men  and 
good  citizens  from  the  very  outset.  In  1843,  he 
became  the  proprietor  of  a  drug  store  on  East 
State  Street,  which  is  to-day  in  the  possession  of 
the  family  and  which  is  not  only  regarded  as  the 
oldest  drug  house,  but  the  oldest  permanent  busi¬ 
ness  firm  in  the  city.  The  senior  Mr.  Worthington 
managed  the  business  for  some  years  on  liis  own 
account,  and  later  associated  with  him  his  sons, 
when  the  firm  became  Worthington  it  Sons,  and 
later  W.  II.  Worthington  &  Co.  At  the  present 
time,  itis  known  under  the  firm  title  of  Worthing¬ 
ton  it  Slaid,  who  do  a  thriving  business  at  the  old 
stand. 

The  death  of  William  Worthington  occurred  in 
this  city  in  1886,  and  in  his  death  Rockford  lost  an 
Old  settler,  a  worthy  and  upright  citizen  and  a 
man  loved  by  all  who  knew  him.  He  lived  to  see 
the  many  changes  that  have  been  the  means  of 
making  it  what  it  is  to-day — the  leading1  inland 
city  in  the  State.  Mr.  Worthington  always  tools 
an  active  interest  in  everything  that  was  calculated 
to  benefit  the  city,  and  gave  liberally  of  his  income 
in  the  furtherance  of  all  good  measures.  He  was 
once  in  a  position  to  become  wealthy,  but  never 
clamored  for  more  of  this  world’s  goods  than  just 
what  was  necessary  to  make  him  comfortable  in 
life. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  born  in  Enfield, 
Conn.,  in  1819.  Losing  bis  parents  when  quite 
young,  he  grew  up  and  was  educated  in  Springfield, 
Mass.,  where  the  family  were  very  prominent, 
many  of  its  members  being  associated  with  leading 
enterprises  in  that  city,  one  of  tlio  main  streets 
bearing  their  name.  Mr.  Worthington  was  yet  a 
young  man  when  he  came  to  Rockford  where  he 
met  and  married  a  worthy  lady,  who  bore  the  name 
of  Eliza  Kellogg-.  She  was  born  in  Cityahoga 
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County,  Ohio,  June  14,  1823,  and  was  brought  to 
this  community  by  her  parents  in  her  girlhood 
days  where  she  completed  her  education.  She  is 
yet  living,  is  smart  and  active  and  one  of  Rock¬ 
ford’s  recognized  matrons  and  good  Christian 
women.  Like  her  husband,  she  has  done  every¬ 
thing  to  encourage  that  which  is  progressive  and 
good. 

William  H.  Worthington  of  this  sketch  after  be¬ 
coming  permanent!}'  settled  in  business,  saw  the 
need  of  a  true  helpmate  and  was  united  in  mar¬ 
riage  with  Miss  Adelle  Shaw,  May  30,  1879.  The 
lady  was  born  in  the  Wolverine  State  in  1854  and 
was  quite  young  when  her  parents  became  resi¬ 
dents  of  Rockford,  where  she  was  given  a  good 
schooling  and  has  since  become  one  of  the  leading 
ladies  in  social  and  religious  circles.  Her  father, 
C.  A.  Shaw,  now  deceased,  was  for  many  years  a 
prominent  merchant  of  this  city,  but  at  the  time 
of  his  demise  was  retired  from  active  life,  his  death 
occurring  when  sixty-five  years  of  age.  His  wife, 
who  was  formerly  Miss  Clarissa  Stowell,  died  here 
when  well  advanced  in  years. 

Our  subject  and  his  wife  are  members  and  active 
workers  in  the  Centennial  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  of  Rockford. 

. 

SAMUEL  M.  PEARSALL,  a  retired  farmer 
living  in  Poplar  Grove,  was  born  in 
Greene,  Chenango  County,  N.Y.,  Decem¬ 
ber  24,  1832.  His  father,  John  Pearsall, 
was  also  a  native  of  the  Empire  .State,  where  he 
resided  until  1839,  and  then  with  his  wife  and 
four  children  came  to  Illinois,  and  located  in 
Boone  County,  at  a  time  when  all  the.  land  was 
owned  by  the  Government,  and  deer  and  oilier 
wild  animals  were  very  numerous.  Mr.  Pearsall 
purchased  a  claim  to  a  tract  of  land  in  what  is 
now  Belvidere  Township,  on  which  there  was  a 
log  house.  He  improved  the  farm,  and  resided 
there  until  about  two  years  before  his  decease, 
when  ho  disposed  of  his  estate  and  lived  a  retired 
life,  dying  in  March,  1865. 

I  he  mother  of  our  subject  bore  the  maiden 
name  of  Clnrinda  Walker.  She  was  born  in 


Chenango  County,  N.  Y.,  and  is  the  daughter  of 
Samuel  Walker,  and  is  one  of  a  family  of  seven¬ 
teen  children,  all  born  of  the  same  parents,  eight 
girls  and  nine  boys.  A11  lived  to  become  the 
heads  of  families, 

Our  subject  is  one  in  a  family  of  six  children, 
four  of  whom  arc  living,  namely:  Albert  L., 
Samuel' M.,  Martha  and  Mary.  He  of  whom  we 
write  was  a  lad  of  seven  years  when  ho  came  to 
Illinois  witli  his  parents,  and  was  thus  old  enough 
to  remember  the  incidents  of  the  long  journey, 
and  the  pioneer  life  in  this  county.  He  attended 
the  district  schools  when  they  were  taught  in  the 
log  school-house,  furnished  in  the  most  primitive 
fashion. 

Samuel  M.  Pearsall  remained  with  his  parents 
until  seventeen  years  of  age,  when  he  went  to 
Iowa,  malting  the  journey  with  a  team.  The  first 
winter  he  operated  a  threshing-nmehine,  then 
began  to  learn  the  carpenter  trade  at  Independ¬ 
ence.  lie  followed  that  trade  most  (if  the  time 
for  seven  years,  then  returned  to  Boone  County 
and  worked  at  his  trade  for  two  years.  He  was 
then  married,  September  26,  1859,  So  Annie 
Candy,  and  removed  to  a  farm  near  Popiar  Grove. 
Mrs.  Pearsall  was  born  in  Brantford,  London 
District,  Province  of  Ontario,  Canada,  June  27, 
1838,  and  was  the  daughter  of  William  V.  Candy, 
who  was  born  in  Somersetshire,  England,  and  was 
tiio  only  member  of  his  father’s  family  who  came 
to  America,  making  his  advent  into  the  Now 
World  in  1835. 

I  ho  father  of  Mrs.  Pearsall,  on  locating  in  this 
country,  was  married  at  Albany,  N.  Y.,  January 
28,  1836,  to  Elizabeth  Clark,  and  in  the  spring  of 
that  year  removed  to  Canada  and  located  at 
Brantford,  whore  lie  died  two  years  later.  The 
mother,  who  afterward  married  Robert  Dymond, 
still  resides  in  Caledonia  Township.  She  was 
bom  in  Somersetshire,  England,  in  1810 
^  The  maternal  grandfather  of  Mrs.  Pearsall, 
Charles  ( lark,  was  also  a  native  of  England,  and 
came  to  America  with  his  family  in  1835.  Spend¬ 
ing  that  winter  in  Albany,  lie  Uum  removed  to 
Brantford,  Canada,  where  he  purchased  a  farm 
which  contained  a  sawmill.  Mr,  Clark  operated 
the  mill  and  superintended  the  improvement  of 
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his  farm  until  the  time  of  his  coming  to  Illinois, 
where  he  departed  this  life  in  Boone  County. 
The  lady  to  whom  he  was  married  was  Elizabeth 
Porter. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Pearsall  have  been  born  two 
children  who  are  living,  namely:  Eva,  who  is  now 
the  wife  of  W.  E.  Gorman,  and  resides  in  Poplar 
Grove,  and  Charles.  James  A.,  the  second  son, 
who  was  a  conductor  on  the  Chicago  &  North¬ 
western  Railroad,  was  killed  at  Madison,  Wis., 
May  (!,  1888,  when  nineteen  years  of  age.  In  his 
political  relations, our  subject  is  a  Republican,  and 
greatly  respected  in  his  community, 

<|\  WILLIAM  WATSON.  The  gentleman  whose 
wMI  ■i‘'0  sk<'tc'1  an^  portrait  are  here  presented, 
Wy  died  at.  his  home  at  No.  611  West  State 
Street,  in  October,  1881.  lie  had  come  to  this 
county  many  years  before,  and  was  a  well-known 
and  influential  citizen.  His  birth  occurred  in  Tren¬ 
ton,  N.  J.  His  father  was  a  native  of  Scotland, 
and  resided  both  in  Glasgow  and  Edinburg,  Hav¬ 
ing  served  an  apprenticeship  as  a  silversmith, 
while  £ot  a  young  man  he  came  to  this  country 
and  settled  in  Trenton,  N.  J.,  where  he  was  mar¬ 
ried.  His  death  occurred  in  the  prime  of  life,  after 
which  his  widow  with  her  family  removed  to  Roch¬ 
ester,  N.  Y. 

In  that  city,  our  subject  was  reared  to  manhood, 
and  acquired  a  good  education.  Indeed,  he  stood 
so  high  in  his  class,  that  lie  received  a  compliment¬ 
ary  scholarship  to  the  Slate  Normal  in  Albany  N. 
Y.,  from  which  institution  lie  afterward  was  grad¬ 
uated.  He  then  engaged  in  teaching  for  some 
years  in  Western  New  York,  after  which  he  edited 
and  published  a  mental  arithmetic,  at  the  request 
of  the  officers  of  the  Slate  Normal,  who  knew  his 
ability  as  a  mathematician.  Throughout  his  life, 
love  of  study  was  one  of  his  chief  characteristics, 
and  his  large  library  contained  the  works  of  many 
of  the  best  ancient  and  modern  writers. 

When  a  single  man,  Mr.  Watson  came  West  and 
in  Flint,  Mich.,  was  joined  in  wedlock  to  Miss  Lot¬ 
tie  L.  Goodrich,  who  was  born,  roared  and  educa¬ 
ted  in  Potsdam,  N.  Y,  Her  father,  Truxlou  A, 
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Goodrich,  was  reared  in  St.  Lawrence  County,  N, 
‘  Y.,  and  Avas  one  of  its  prominent  citizens.  At  the 
breaking  out  of  the  late  Avar,  his  eldest  son,  David 
A.,  Avho  Avas  only  sixteen  years  of  age,  determined 
to  enter  the  service,  and  not  wishing  him  to  go 
alone,  Mr.  Goodrich  joined  him,  and  in  1861  they 
enlisted  in  Company  F,  Ninety-second  New  York 
Infantry.  A  few  months  later  the  son  sickened, 
and  died  May  80,  1862,  in  a  Southern  hospital, 
when  less  than  seventeen  years  of  age.  His  father 
survived  him  only  about  six  months,  and  while 
doing  detached  duty,  died  in  October,  1862,  at  the 
age  of  forty-three  years.  He  Avas  also  buried  on 
Southern  soil.  The  loss  Of  husband  and  son  was  a 
sad  bloAv  to  Mrs.  Goodrich,  avIio,  after  six  years  of 
sorrow,  Avas  called  to  join  the  loved  ones  gone  be¬ 
fore.  She  was  fifty- two  years  of  age  at  the  time 
of  her  death.  Both  husband  and  wife  Avere  among 
the  original  members  of  the  Congregational  Church 
in  Potsdam,  N.  Y. 

Sirs.  Watson,  Avife  of  our  subject,  av.os  carefully 
reared  and  educated.  She  has  a  brother  and  sister 
still  living:  Daniel  J.,  who  married  Alice  Furman, 
resides  on  a  farm  in  Ilortonville,  Yt„  and  they 
have  three  children:  Henry  B.,  Lotta  and  Fred; 
Mary  M.  is  the  Avife  of  Joshua  Curtis,  a  farmer  re¬ 
siding  near  Flint,  Mich.,  and  they  have  Iavo  sons: 
Caleb  and  Fred.  Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Watson  were 
born  three  children,  but  Edith  K.  and  Alice  M. 
died  in  childhood;  Fannie  is  a  student  in  the  pub¬ 
lic  schools. 

The  year  foiloAving  his  arrival  in  Rockford,  Mr. 
Watson  established  the  Rockford  Insurance  Com¬ 
pany,  of  Avhieh  he  Avas  Secretary  for  some  years 
and  chief  manager.  He  served  as  Mayor  of  the 
city  for  one  term,  but  avus  never  an  ofliec-seeker. 
In  polities,  he  Avas  a  Republican,  prominent  in  the 
circles  of  bis  party,  and  took  a  deep  interest  in  its 
success.  He  Avns  a  self-made  man,  but  though  he 
Avas  forced  to  start  out  in  life  empty-handed,  he 
Avon  success  by  his  own  efforts.  He  Avas  public- 
spirited,  and  spent  his  money  freely  for  the  ad¬ 
vancement  of  any  cause  calculated  to  upbuild  the 
community.  His  many  Avorthy  characteristics  Avon 
him  the  confidence  and  esteem  of  all,  and  in  Ins 
j  death  it  was  believed  the  county  had  lost  one  of 
1  her  best  citizens.  He  Avas  a  man  of  line  literary 
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attainments,  as  the  following  lines  attest.  They 
were  written  after  listening  to  a  sermon  in  which  * 
the  simile  of  the  tunnel  was  used: 

PASSING  THROUGH  THE  TUNNEL. 

As  we  steam  toward  the  tunnel, 

Gentle  banks  on  either  side 
4  Swiftly  rising,  frown  upon  us 
And  the  fading  landscape  hide; 

And  a  sad  and  solemn  stillness 
Gives  a  gloom  to  ev’ry  face, 

As  the  train,  a-thundTing  onward, 

Rushes  in  the  narrow  space. 

In  an  instant  all  is  darkness! 

And  we  hold  the  list’ning  breath, 

As  the.  heart  is  leaping  upward 
To  escape  the  threatened  death; 

While  the  darkness  grows  the  darker, 

And  the  gloomier  is  the  roll, 

And  a  thousand  hideous  fancies 
Fiercely  glare  upon  the  soul! 

Till  a  glimmer,  seen  before  us, 

Swiftly  opens  into  day, 

And  the  danger  and  the  darkness 
Are  forever  lied  away; 

And  a  fresher,  sweeter  prospect 
Spreads  in  beauty  to  the  eye, 

With  its  smiling  hills  and  valleys 
And  its  waters  rippling  by. 

So  is  death  to  ev’ry  Christian, 

As  he  passes  through  the  vale-— 

As  the  shadows  darken  round  him, 

And  the  glooms  of  death  prevail; 

How  the  spirit  sadly  lingers 
With  the  passing  joys  of  life, 

And  how  Nature  dreads  the  passage, 

And  the  Soul  the  final  strife. 

First  the  darkness,  then  the  glimmer, 

Then  the  glorious  light  is  seen, 

And  the  heavenly  land  discloses, 

Dressed  in  one  eternal  green! 

All  along  the  shining  valley 
Is  the  Tree  of  Life  displayed! 

And  the  Stream  of  Life  is  sweetly 
Flowing  on  beneath  the  shade! 

On  the  verge  are  hills  of  beauty, 

With  eternal  cedars  crowned, 

And  within,  from  choirs  of  angels, 

Heavenly  music  lloats  around! 

Christian  brother,  at  the  tunnel 
Let  no  heaving  sigh  be  given, 

For  if  earth  is  lost  in  passing, 

You  shall  win  the  joys  of  Ilea  veil! 


Generous  and  sympathetic,  he  was  ever  a  friend 
to  those  suffering  from  misfortune.  Did  want 
stare  them  in  the  face,  his  hand  was  open  to  help 
them;  did  the  burdens  of  life,  or  the  weight  of 
years  bow  down  upon  them,  his  presence  came  like 
a  benediction,  and  by  his  countless  kind  acts  he 
brought  gleams  of  sunshine  through  their  gloom, 
and  warmed  their  hearts  as  they  moved  down  the 
rugged  hills  toward  the  Sun  sot  Land. 

Mrs.  Watson  still  makes  her  home  at  her  pleas¬ 
ant  residence  on  the  corner  of  W est  State  and 
West  Streets.  She  is  an  intelligent  lady,  true  and 
faithful,  and  In  social  circles  ranks  high.  With 
the  Second  Congregational  Church  she  holds  mem¬ 
bership,  and  her  life  has  been  in  harmony  with  her 
profession.  To  the  poor  and  needy  she  is  a  faith¬ 
ful  friend,  and  the  distressed  never  seek  her  aid  in 
vain. 

_ / 

/  "  "'x 

'jf-^sDWlN  LANDER.  Among  the  self-made 
jlU]  men  of  Boone  County  none  deserve  greater 
/lei g  credit  than  the  subject  of  this  notice,  who 
is  in  possession  of  a  comfortable  amount  of  this 
world’s  goods,  obtained  by  hard  labor  and  good 
management,  and  is  living  retired  on  Ins  estate  on 
section  15,  Spring  Township.  lake  many  of  the 
prominent  residents  of  this  county,  lie  is  a  native 
of  England,  having  been  born  April  2(5,  IH15,  in 
Wiltshire, 

Edwin  Lander,  of  this  sketch,  determined  to  try 
his  fortune  in  the  New  Wrorld,  and,  sotting  sail 
from  Bristol  in  the  vessel  “Java,”  April  6,  18-19, 
was  eight  weeks  on  route  to  this  country.  Land¬ 
ing  in  New  York,  lie  came  direct  to  this  county, 
where  he  purchased  eighty  acres  of  land.  He 
later  added  to  his  possessions  until  he  is  now  the 
owner  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  and  one-half  ex¬ 
cellently  improved  acres. 

Miss  Mary  Skitterey  was  united  in  marriage  with 
our  subject  January  5,  1887,  The  lady  was  born 
in  Somersetshire,  England,  September  14,  1812, 
and  was  the  daughter  of  William  and  Ami  Skit- 
terey,  both  of  whom  died  in  their  native  England, 
the  father  when  fifty-four  years  of  age,  and  the 
mother  in  her  sixty.se veil th  year.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
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Lauder  have  four  children  living,  as  follows: 
William  E.,  who  was  horn  in  Somersetshire,  Octo¬ 
ber  22,  1837,  is  a  farmer;  Edward  P.,  who  also 
had  his  birth  in  England,  February  2,  1843,  is 
married  and  the  father  of  three  children;  Eliza, 
who  was  born  in  Wiltshire,  January  21,  1848,  is 
residing  at  home;  Susan  A,,  born  January  31, 
1852,  in  this  county,  is  the  widow  of  W.  II.  Terry 
and  the  mother  of  four  children.  Another  daugh¬ 
ter  of  our  subject,  Mary,  was  married  to  Byron 
Johnson,  and  at  luvr  decease  left  four  children. 

lie  of  whom  we  write  was  a  son  of  William  and 
Susan  Lander,  who  lived  and  died  in  England  at 
an  advanced  age.  Our  subject  had  a  brother 
James,  who  came  to  America  in  1810.  His  ma¬ 
ternal  grandfather  was  Edward  Mathews,  who 
followed  the  occupation  of  a  fanner.  Mr,  Lander 
has  four  great-grandchildren,  one  of  whom  is 
nine  years  of  ago.  He  owns  and  occupies  a  pleas¬ 
ant  home  and,  in  company  with  his  son  William, 
was  the  first  to  agitate  the  subject  and  to  build  a 
creamery  in  this  vicinity,  which  they  have  since 
sold. 

A  Republican  in  politics,  Mr.  Lander  cast  his 
first  vote  for  Fremont.  lie  is  at  present  living 
retired,  Ids  farm  being  managed  by  his  sou  Will¬ 
iam,  in  whose  hands  the  acres  are  made  to  blos¬ 
som  as  the  rose.  'Phis  son  lias  been  Treasurer  of 
the  Board  of  Highway  Commissioners,  and  has 
held  many  other  positions  of  trust,  in  which  he 
has  served  with  credit  to  himself  and  benefit  to 
the  community. 

*— 

RANK  A.  BAXTER,  who  is  engaged  in 
general  farming  on  section  23,  New  Mil¬ 
ford  Township,  is  one  of  the  representative 
citizens  of  Winnebago  County,  and  a  native  citi¬ 
zen  as  well.  He  was  born  on  the  15th  of  Sep¬ 
tember,  1845,  and  is  a  son  of  John  and  Maria 
(Horton)  Baxter,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of 
Ithaca,  Tompkins  County,  N.  Y.  The  father  was 
a  farmer  and  with  his  wife  and  seven  children 
emigrated  Westward,  settling  on  twenty-one  acres 
of  land  on  section  30,  New  Milford  Township. 

Our  subject  was  the  fifth  son  and  seventh  child. 
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He  left  home  at  the  age  of  fourteen  years  and  be¬ 
gan  working  ns  a  farm  hand  at  $6  per  month,  and 
for  three  months  during  the  year  worked  for  his 
board  and  schooling,  for  his  father  was  poor  and 
had  a  hard  struggle  to  support  the  family.  After 
working  by  the  month  for  four  years,  he  then  be¬ 
gan  operating  rented  land  and  when  twenty-four 
years  of  ago  purchased  forty  acres  of  land  in  New 
Milford  Township,  selling  at  a  profit  of  8350.  He 
then  bought  eighty  acres  in  Cherry  Valley  Town¬ 
ship,  upon  which  he  built  a  house,  A  year  later, 
he  secured  as  a  companion  and  helpmate  on  life’s 
journey  Miss  Helen  Colliding,  of  that  township,  a 
daughter  of  James  and  Theresa  J.  (Martin)  Conk- 
ling.  Her  parents  were  natives  of  the  Empire 
State,  and  were  among  the  pioneers  of  this  county. 
By  their  union  have  been  bom  one  son  and  four 
daughters;  Bert,  born  January  12,  1873  ;  Myrtle, 
June*  10,1874;  Emma,  June  20,  1870;  Efiie,  June 
1,  1878,  and  Frankie,  March  20,  1880. 

Mr,  and  Mrs.  Baxter  resided  in  Cherry  Valley 
Township  for  six  years,  when  he  sold  his  farm  and 
removed  to  New  Milford  Township,  purchasing 
one  hundred  and  sev<  nty-eight  acres  on  section 
25.  lie  paid  $32.50  per  acre  for  forty  acres 
and  $20  per  acre  for  the  remaining  amount. 
It,  was  but  slightly  improved  and  he  has  since  ex¬ 
pended  upon  it  $4,200  in  buildings,  has  planted  a 
good  orchard,  and  set  out  many  fine  shade  trees, 
which  are  now  growing:  The  land  is  also  under  a 
high  state  of  cultivation,  and  this  farm  is  one  of 
the  attractive  and  desirable  places  in  the  town¬ 
ship.  Mr.  Baxter  next  purchased  one  hundred 
and  forty-four  acres,  (‘ailed  the  Mill  property,  ad¬ 
joining  the  village  of  New  Milford,  and  in  March, 
1801,  bought  and  removed  to  his  present  farm  of 
one  hundred  and  ninety-four  acres  adjoining  the 
village  on  the  West,  During  all  these  years,  he 
has  engaged  in  general  farming  and  for  the  past 
five  years  lias  also  engaged  in  shipping  cattle  and 
hogs  to  the  Chicago  Union  Stock  Yards. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Baxter  are  members  of  the  Method¬ 
ist  Church  of  New  Milford  and  are  genial,  social 
people  who  have  many  warm  friends  throughout 
the  community.  They  have  given  their  children 
good  educational  advantages  and  have  a  family 
of  which  they  may  well  be  proud.  Bert  is  now 
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attending  the  Rockford  High  School  and  Emma 
has  fitted  herself  to  enter  the  same  school.  In  pol¬ 
itics,  Mr.  Baxter  is  a  Republican.  He  has  never 
sought-  or  desired  public  office  and  was  much  sur¬ 
prised  when,  in  June,  1891,  he  received  the  appoint¬ 
ment  as  Supervisor  of  his  township  to  fill  a 
vacancy  caused  by  the  death  of  Price  Lewis. 
However,  he  will  prove  a  faithful  officer  as  he  is 
true  to  every  trust  reposed  in  him.  His  business 
career  has  been  a  most  prosperous  one  and  for  it 
he  deserves  great  credit  as  it  is  the  result  of  his 
own  unaided  efforts.  He  is  a  prominent  and  in¬ 
fluential  citizen  of  the  community  and  is  deservedly 
popular  among  his  follow-townsmen. 

IIS.  VAI.LONIA  II.  SI1F.DI),  M.  I).,  1ms  tor 

twenty-one  years  engaged  in  the  practice 
of  medicine  in  Rockford.  Of  those  u  omen 
■who  have  made  a  name  and  fortune  for 
themselves  in  the  practice  of  medicine,  none  arc 
more  deserving  of  mention  than  our  subject,  who 
is  known  throughout  the  .State  as  a  skillful  physi¬ 
cian.  She  has  made  her  home  in  Rockford  since 
1857,  and  is  both  widely  and  favorably  known. 

Dr.  Shedd  was  born  in  Warsaw,  Wyoming 
County,  N.  Y.  Her  grandfather,  Edward  Putnam, 
Sr.,  was  a  native  of  Vermont,  and  a  kinsman  of 
Gen.  Putnam,  of  Revolutionary  fame.  He  himself 
fought  throughout  the  struggle  for  independence 
and  li  ved  to  be  ninety-two  years  of  age.  He  mar¬ 
ried  Rachel  Reynolds,  who  was  born  in  New  Eng¬ 
land,  of  English  descent,  and  reached  the  very 
advanced  age  of  ninety-seven  years.  She  was  a 
prominent  and  well-educated  woman,  and  her  last 
days  were  spent  in  the  West.  Edward  Putnam, 
Jr.,  the  father  of  the  Doctor,  was  born  in  Grafton, 
Vfc.,  and  with  his  parents  removed  to  Warsaw  N. 
Y.,  in  1810.  Two  years  later,  he  married  Rachel 
Ilutton,  who  died  at  the  age  of  forty-six  years,  af¬ 
ter  the  birth  of  nine  children.  Mr.  Putnam  was 
the  first  merchant  of  Warsaw,  N.  Y.,  and  the  mar¬ 
riage  of  him  and  his  wife  was  the  second  celebrated 
in  Wyoming  County.  lie  continued  business  for 
many  years  in  that  city,  and  was  one  of  its  prom¬ 
inent  residents.  He  served  as  magistrate  for  many 


years,  kept  a  hotel  for  many  years,  and  was  a 
leader  of  the  people  in  all  public  matters.  About 
two  years  prior  to  his  death,  ha  cause  to  the  West, 
and  after  residing  for  about  eighteen  months  with 
his  son  in  Wisconsin,  came  to  Rockford.  Six 
months  later,  he  died  at  the  home  of  his  son  Lu¬ 
cius,  at  the  age  of  eighty-three  years. 

At  the  age  of  sixteen  years,  Dr.  Shedd  began 
teaching  school,  and  for  seven  years  followed  that 
profession  in  her  native  State.  In  Warsaw,  she 
gave  her  hand  in  marriage  to  David  Shedd,  a  na¬ 
tive  of  Vermont,  who,  when  a  young  man,  re¬ 
moved  to  New  York.  He  was  a  molder  by  trade, 
and  followed  that  business  for  some  years  after 
coming  to  Rockford  in  1857.  lie  was  a  quiet,  un¬ 
assuming  man,  upright  in  all  the  relations  of  life, 
and  for  his  honesty  and  morality  was  highly  es¬ 
teemed.  His  death  occurred  in  this  city  in  Sep¬ 
tember,  1881,  at  the  age  of  seventy-one  years. 

Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Shedd  wore  born  four  chil¬ 
dren :  Henry  0.,  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Putnam  it 
Shedd,  furniture  dealers  of  Rockford;  Julia,  wife 
of  Frank  E.  Trumbull,  now  a  clerk  in  the  Centen¬ 
nial  Cloth1  pro,  of  Rockford,  and  an  enterpris¬ 
ing  yoxmg  man,  who  has  spent  his  entire  life  in 
this  city;  Washington  Irving,  who  died  in  child¬ 
hood:  and  Helen  Irene,  deceased,  who  married  Dr. 
T.  A.  Proctor,  now  of  Rochester,  N,  Y.;  she  had 
been  formerly  married,  and  by  her  second  muon 
she  left  three  daughters  and  a  son. 

By  nature,  Mrs,  Shedd  wn*  fitted  for  the  work  in 
which  she  is  now  engaged,  possessing  natural  abil¬ 
ity  in  that  direction  She  first  began  doctoring 
her  own  family,  but  soon  neighbors  and  friends  re¬ 
quested  her  services,  and  at  length  the  calls  made 
upon  her  she  found  to  be  more  than  she  could  nt- 
i  tend  to.  When  the  law  went  into  effect  that  a 
doctor’s  license  should  be  required,  she  secured 
i  one  without  trouble,  and  has  since  been  engaged 
in  the  active  practice  of  medicine.  Her  work  has 
been  very  •  •r'lessful,  and  she  has  never  lost  one 
>  out  of  all  tut*  febrile  cases  which  she  has  attended, 
i  She  is  now  making  a  specialty  of  chronic,  cases, 
t  but,  owing  to  increasing  age  and  failing  health, 
j  she  cannot  now  attend  to  so  large  a  practice  as 
j  was  formerly  hers.  She  1ms  reached  the  age  of 
j  seventy-six,  hut  with  the  exception  of  her  hearing, 
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which  is  partially  impaired,  she  is  still  as  well  pre¬ 
served  as  many  much  younger  ladies.  Her  reputa¬ 
tion  has  extended  alt  over  the  State,  and  with  it 
she  lias  gained  many  warm  friends  who  esteem  her 
highly  for  her  sterling  worth. 


W...r  ON.  D.  EMMONS  ADAMS.  The  gentle- 
•Ifj)  rJ!U1  Whose  portrait  and  life  sketch  are  here 
%/r  presented  to  our  readers,  has  been  a  resi- 
((0)  dent  of  Winnebago  County  since  July, 

1 816.  Born  in  Rensselaer  County,  N.  Y.,  February 
28,  1818,  he  is  a  son  of  Hiel  and  Mary  (Newton) 
Adams,  also  natives  of  the  above-named  State  and 
county,  where  they  resided  on  a  farm.  The  father 
died  in  1848  in  liis  Ilf  ly-fourth  year  and  the  mother 
passed  away  five  years  later,  aged  fifty-six  years. 

Our  subject  was  one  of  a  family  of  eight  chil¬ 
dren,  his  brothers  and  sisters  being  Ezra,  who  re¬ 
sides  in  Laona  Township,  this  county;  Hiel,  who 
departed  this  life  in  Rensselaer  County,  N,  Y.,  in 
1890;  Elijah,  who  makes  his  home  at  Brodhcnd, 
Wis.;  Emma,  who  married  I).  Waterbury,  and  died 
in  Wayne  County,  N.  Y.;  Mary  M.,  Mrs.  John 
Chaloner,  who  resides  in  Rensselaer  County,  N,  Y,; 
Sadie  A.,  the  wife  of  .Tames  M.  Rockwell,  who  lives 
in  Pontiac,  Mich.,  and  Sarah,  Mrs.  Samuel  R.  Young, 
who  resides  in  Delaware  County,  Iowa, 

I),  E.  Adams  was  reared  to  manhood  on  his  fa¬ 
ther’s  farm,  and  after  obtaining  his  education  in 
the  common  schools,  taught  in  the  neighborhood. 
In  1812, he  was  married  to  Palmyra  Houghton,  who 
was  horn  April  '28,  1818,  in  Rensselaer  County, 
N.  Y.,  and  died  eighteen  months  after  her  marriage. 
August  9,  1815,  Mr,  Adams  was  united  In  mar¬ 
riage  with  Mias  Palmyra  Bills,  who  was  born  in 
Berkshire  County,  Mass,,  July  20,  1821.  Mr.  Ad¬ 
ams  came  to  Illinois  in  1846,  and  purchased  one 
hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  section  29,  Laona 
Township,  on  which  were  a  few  acres  broken  and 
a  very  rude  log  cabin,  lit*  then  returned  to  the 
Empire  State,  and,  in  the  spring,  brought  bis  wife 
and  child  with  him  to  the  new  home. 

Until  1886,  our  subject  gave  his  attention  to 
agricultural  pursuits,  and  at  that  time  was  the 
owner  of  an  estate  comprising  live  hundred  acres. 


The  tract  upon  which  lie  resided  included  two 
hundred  and  eighty  acres,  the  entire  amount  being 
under  excellent  cultivation  and  supplied  with  first- 
class  farm  buildings  of  every  description.  .Selling 
out  Ids  property  in  the  above-named  year,  he  re¬ 
moved  to  Durand,  where  be  now  resides. 

Starting  out  in  life  poor  in  this  world’s  goods, 
the  first  employment  secured  by  Mr.  .Adams  was  as 
a,  farm-band  at  $8  per  month.  He  saved  enough 
of  liis  earnings  to  bring  him  West,  and  in  every 
department  of  work  lias  since  been  successful,  be¬ 
ing  classed  at  the  present  time  among  the  wealthy 
citizens  of  Winnebago  County.  To  himself  and 
estimable  wife  have  been  born  four  children:  Ros- 
eoe  E.  was  born  May  17,  18-16,  and  December  17, 
1872,  was  married  to  Adella  Stewart;  lie  departed 
this  life  in  August,  1885.  Mary  A,  was  born  Au¬ 
gust  20, 18 18,  and  is  the  wife  of  Charles  R.  Stewart, 
of  Dickinson  County,  Iowa.  Klma  A.  was  bom 
March  8,  1851,  and  is  now  Mrs.  TIuwvow  W.  Web¬ 
ster,  of  Durand.  Charlotte  U,  was  born  Septem¬ 
ber  19,  1852,  and  is  the  wife  of  Warren  K.  Filer 
of  this  place, 

Our  subject  cast  his  first  vote  for  William  Henry 
Harrison,  in  1810,  and  wince  that  time  has  voted 
the  Republican  ticket.  He  1ms  served  his  fellow- 
townsmen  as  Assessor  and  Collector  nine  years, 
and  for  a  period  of  twelve  years  was  Supervisor. 
He  represented  liis  district  in  the  State  Legislature 
in  the  Twenty-seventh  General  Assembly,  which 
was  the  first  under  the  Now  Constitution  and 
hence  was  very  important.  He  has  always  been 
interested  in  local  politics,  and  ims  frequently  rep¬ 
resented  liis  party  as  a  delegate  to  county,  district 
and  SUite  conventions. 

Second  to  no  other  public  interest  has  been  the 
deep  concern  felt  by  Sir.  Adams  toward  the  pro¬ 
gress  of  educational  matters.  He  was  the  first 
School  Trustee  elected  in  Laona,  his  duty  being  to 
oversee  the  surveying  of  land  and  appraise  the 
value  of  school  land  given  by  the  Government  for 
educational  purposes.  While  living  in  Rensselaer 
he  was  a  member  of  the  State  militia.  His  first 
commission  was  that  of  Captain  and  he  subse¬ 
quently  received  promotion  to  Lieutenant-Colonel 
and  Colonel.  In  social  matters,  he  is  a  charter 
member  of  Durand  Lodge  No.  802,  A.  F.  &  A,  M., 
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and  is  contributing  liberally  to  the  support  of  all 
schemes  for  the  moral  and  material  advancement 
of  this  township  that  meet  with  his  approval. 


where  he  lived  until  1865.  Afterward  he  resided 
for  a  time  at  Kenosha,  Wis.,  but  at  the  present 
time  is  making  his  homo  at  Walker,  Linn  County, 
Iowa.  Ilis  wife,  the  mother  of  our  subject;,  bore 
the  maiden  name  of  Terzah  Cook.  Sho  was  born 
in  Vermont  and  died  in  Jefferson  County,  Wis., 


f^EUBEN  J.  TOUSLEY.  The  superior  ac- 
Pn  commodations  offered  by  the  Julien  House 
M  •  has  secured  it  a  prominent  place  in  the 
favor  of  the  citizens  of  Belvidere  and 
the  traveling  public.  The  hotel  is  a  commodious 
building,  containing  fifty  sleeping  rooms,  conven¬ 
iently  arranged  and  nicely  furnished,  and  under 
the  efficient  management  of  Mr.  Tousley  has  be¬ 
come  known  as  one  of  the  finest  houses  in  North¬ 
ern  Illinois.  Since  he  assumed  its  entire  control, 
lie  has  increased  its  accommodations  by  erecting  an 
addition  which  is  larger  than  the  original  build¬ 
ing,  and  his  capable  supervision  invariably  secures 
the  comfort  and  satisfaction  of  his  guests. 

Before  giving  in  detail  the  principal  events  in  the 
life  of  our  subject,  it  will  not  be  amiss  to  briefly 
mention  his  parentage.  His  grandfather,  Reuben 
Tousley,  was  born  in  New  England  and  for  many 
years  carried  on  an  extensive  trade  with  the  West 
Indies,  his  occupation  being  that  of  a  merchant. 
His  death  occurred  at  his  home  in  Williamstown, 
Mass.,  of  which  place  he  was  long  a  citizen.  The 
father  of  our  subject,  Reuben  Tousley,  Jr.,  was  born 
in  Massachusetts,  and  was  a  small  child  when  he 
was  left  fatherless.  Soon  afterward,  his  mother 
removed  to  Ellisbtirgh,  Jefferson  County,  N.  Y., 
and  was  there  married  a  second  time. 

Coming  West  to  Ohio  at  an  early  day,  the  father 
of  our  subject  landed  at  Cleveland  -when  it  was 
a  mere  village.  Thence  he  proceeded  with  a  team 
to  Medina  County  and,  purchasing  a  tract  of  tim¬ 
ber  land,  erected  thereon  a  Small  house.  A  few  I 
years  later,  he  removed  to  Slreetsboro,  Portage 
County,  and  there  made  his  home  until  1846, 
when  he  went  to  Wisconsin  and  secured  a  tract  of 
Government  land  in  Walworth  County.  The  near¬ 
est  market  was  at  Milwaukee,  thirty  miles  distant, 
and  Mr.  Tousley  suffered  the  usual  privations  in¬ 
cident  to  pioneer  life.  After  residing  on  that 
place  for  a  number  of  years,  he  sold  and  purchased 
an  improved  farm  in  Jefferson  County,  Wis., 


in  186-4. 

In  the  pioneer  home  at  Stone,  Medina  County, 
Ohio,  the  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  Novem¬ 
ber  28,  1834.  In  the  public  schools  of  Ohio  he 
received  his  early  education, 'which  was  advanced 
by  attendance  in  the  schools  of  Walworth  C  ounty, 
Wis.  At  the  age  of  eighteen,  he  commenced  to 
teach,  and  in  1859  was  clerk  in  the  postofllce  at 
Waukesha.  His  next  position  was  with  the  Chi¬ 
cago  &  Milwaukee  Railroad  Company,  with  whom 
he  remained  for  a  few  months  and  then  accepted 
a  position  as  commercial  traveler. 

In  1865,  Mr.  Tousley  purchased  the  Julien  House 
at  Belvidere,  and  a  year  later  resigned  as  commer¬ 
cial  salesman  in  order  to  devote  his  entire  atten¬ 
tion  to  the  hotel,  of  which,  as  above  mentioned,  he 
has  made  a  complete  success.  With  the  exception 
of  three  weeks,  he  has  been  proprietor  of  the  hotel 
continuously  since  his  first  connection  therewith. 
A  Republican  in  politics,  he  is  stanch  in  his  ad¬ 
herence  to  the  party  principles  and  is  now  serving 
his  second  term  as  Alderman.  Socially,  ho  is  a 
member  of  Big  Thunder  Lodge  No.  28,  I.  ().  O.F., 
Belvidere  Lodge  No.  60,  F.  &  A.  M.,  Kishwau- 
keo  Council  No.  883,  Legion  of  Honor. 

December  12,  1865,  Miss  1).  Augusta,  daughter 
of  Robert  and  Elizabeth  (Rogers)  Traver,  became 
the  wife  of  our  subject.  She  was  born  in  Cort¬ 
land  County,  N.  Y.,  and  belongs  to  one  of  the 
oldest  families  of  the  Empire  State.  Her  father 
was  born  in  Columbia  County,  N.  Y.,  December 
29,  1816,  and  when  eight  years  old  accompanied 
his  parents  to  Yates  County,  that  State,  where  lie 
resided  until  eighteen.  He  then  removed  to  Cort¬ 
land  County,  aud,  when  leaving  home  three  years 
later,  purchased  a  farm  in  that  county  and  was 
there  married,  August  28,  1844,  to  Miss  Elizabeth 
Rogers,  who  was  Born  in  Tompkins  County,  June 
7,  *1820. 

After  his  marriage,  Mr.  Traver  resided  in  Fulton 
County  until  1857,  when  he  sold  his  place  and 
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removed  to  Wisconsin.  After  sojourning  in  that 
State  for  five  months,  he  proceeded  further  West 
10  McGregor,  Iowa,  where  for  one  year  he  was 
engaged  as  railroad  contractor.  He  again  removed, 
inairing  his  home  in  Clermont,  Iowa,  and  en¬ 
gaging  in  different  pursuits  until  1865,  when  he 
eamo  to  Belvidere  and  in  partnership  with  our 
subject  purchased  the  Julien  House.  Ten  years 
later,  he  sold  his  interest  in  the  hotel  and  lived 
retired  from  business  until  his  death,  when  sixty- 
five  years  old. 

The  paternal  grandparents  of  Mrs.  Tousley  were 
John  and  Margaret  (Rovalibaohev)  Travel*.  The 
former  was  horn  September  22,  1788,  and  died  in 
Cortland  County,  N.  Y.,  April  14,  1806.  The 
latter  departed  this  life  at  the  home  of  our  sub¬ 
ject  February  16,1878,  at  the  advanced  age  of 
ninety-live  years.  The  first  representatives  of  the 
Rorahbacher  family  in  America  came  hither  from 
Germany,  bringing  a  large  fortune  with  them,  and 
became  pioneers  of  Columbia  County,  N,  Y., 
where  one  of  their  number  was  the  founder  of  the 
iron  works  of  Akron. 

The  mother  of  Mrs.  Tousley  was  the  daughter 
of  Amos  and  Rachel  (David)  Rogers,  the  former  a 
native  of  Connecticut  who  resided  near  Hartford 
until  reaching  mature  years.  Thence  he  accom¬ 
panied  his  mother  to  Brattloboro,  Yt.,  and  from 
there  wont  to  Massachusetts.  After  his  marriage 
in  1805,  he  resided  in  Berkshire  County,  Mass., 
until  1817,  when  ho  removed  to  New  York  and 
settled  in  Tompkins  County.  Later,  he  removed 
to  Cortland  County,  where,  his  death  occurred 
March  14,  1855.  He  was  the  father  of  ten  chil¬ 
dren,  eight  of  whom  grow  to  mature  years,  and 
six  are  now  living,  the  youngest  being  sixty- 
eight  years  of  age. 

Amos  Rogers,  the  grandfather  of  Mrs.  Tousley, 
was  the  son  of  Samuel  Rogers,  who  died  at,  Brattle- 
boro,  V  t.,  when  forty  years  of  age.  The  family 
traces  its  lineage  to  John  Rogers,  Hie  martyr,  who 
was  burned  at  the  stake,  which  relationship  they 
prove  by  authentic,  genealogy.  Rachel  Davis,  as 
the  grandmother  of  Mrs.  Tousley  was  known  in 
maidenhood,  was  born  in  the  Bay  State.  October  8, 
1782,  and  died  in  Cortland  County,  N.  Y.,  when 
eighty-six  years  of  age,  She  was  the  daughter  of 


John  and  Mary  (Nichols)  Davis,  natives  respect¬ 
ively  of  England  and  Massachusetts. 

Our  subject  and  his  excellent  wife  have  two 
children:  Herbert  was  married  May  6,  1891,  to 
Miss  Helen  L.  Keeler,  and  is  interested  with  his 
father  in  the  Julien  House;  Reuben  F.  is  engaged 
in  the  grain  business  and  stock  exchange  at  Rock¬ 
ford.  The  members  of  the  family  are  well  and 
favorably  known  in  this  city  where  they  have  re¬ 
sided  for  so  many  years. 


ViILLIAM  MOFFATT,  who  has  been  en¬ 
gaged  in  general  blaeksmithing  in  Rock¬ 
ford  since  September,  1858,  was  born  in 
Youngstown,  Niagara  County,  N.  Y.,  December 
29,  1830,  and  until  twelve  years  of  ago  was  reared 
in  Canada,  after  which  he  went  to  the  Empire 
State.  His  father,  Capt.  William  Moffatt,  was  a 
native  of  Northumberland,  England,  and  was  of 
pure  English  descent.  When  a  mere  boy,  he 
went  to  sea  and  at  the  age  of  nineteen  became  mas¬ 
ter  of  a  vessel,  a  sea  and  lake  ship  engaged  in  the 
merchant  trade.  lie  became  well  known  all  over 
the  Lakes  from  Buffalo  to  Chicago.  At  length,  he 
gave  up  a  sailor’s  life  and  turned  his  attention  to 
fanning.  He  died  near  Niagara,  Canada,  at  the 
age  of  seventy-four  years.  Ills  wife,  whose 
maiden  name  was  Ann  Hayes,  was  a  native  of 
Massachusetts,  and  also  died  near  Niagara,  at  the 
ago  of  forty-four  years.  Both  were  well-known 
people  in  the  community  whore  they  resided,  The 
paternal  grandparents  of  our  subject  were  Rich¬ 
ard  and  Charlotte  (Wood)  Moffatt,  and  the  former’s 
death  occurred  in  Canada  at  the  advanced  age  of 
eighty-two  years. 

William  Moffatt,  whose  name  heads  this  sketch, 
learned  the  trade  of  blacksmithiug  in  Monroe, 
Livingston  County,  N,  Y.,  and  did  work  as  a 
journeyman  on  his  own  account  in  the  Empire 
State  until  his  emigration  Westward  from  Fowlev- 
ville.  Before  leaving  the  East,  lie  was  married  in 
Youngstown,  Niagara  County,  N.  Y.,  on  the  12th 
of  July,  1854,  to  Miss  Sarah  J.  Cannam,  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Craig,  the  great  temperance  lecturer,  officiat¬ 
ing.  The  lady  was  born  in  Livingston  County,  of 
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English  parentage.  Ilor  father  find  mother  wore 
both  natives  of  England,  and  after  their  marriage 
came  to  this  country.  They  located  in  Livingston 
County,  N.  Y.,  where  Mr.  Cannam  became  a  suc¬ 
cessful  farmer,  and  in  that  county  they  spent  the 
remainder  of  their  days,  dying  when  well  ad¬ 
vanced  in  years. 

Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Moffatt  has  been  born 
one  son,  who  is  yet  living,  Fred  II.,  a  successful 
grocery  merchant,  carrying  on  business  on  West 
State  Street.  Mr.  Moffatt  came  with  his  family  to 
Rockford  in  1858,  and  has  since  engaged  in  black- 
smithing  with  excellent  success.  His  business  is 
large,  and  to  aid  him  he  engaged  Thomas  Condon 
and  others.  Thomas  Condon  has  now  been  in 
his  employ  for  about  twenty  years.  The  latter 
makes  a  specialty  of  horse-shoeing  and  the  others 
of  fine  repair  work.  Mr.  Moffatt  is  himself  a 
skilled  workman,  and  by  fair  and  honest  dealing 
lie  has  secured  an  excellent  and  constantly  increas¬ 
ing  trade,  which  has  brought  him  in  a  good  in¬ 
come  and  made  him  well-to-do.  Both  he  and  his 
son  are  supporters  of  the  Republican  party.  Mr. 
Moffatt  is  public-spirited  and  progressive,  true  to 
all  his  duties,  and  is  a  good  citizen.  Ilis  shop  is 
located  at  No,  109,  and  his  pleasant  home  at  No. 
902  North  Church  Street. 

OSCAR  NORTON,  one  of  the  prominent  mer¬ 
chants  of  Durand,  located  here  in  1861,  and 
is  thus  numbered  among  the  pioneers  as  one 
of  the  leading  citizens.  A  native  of  New  York, 
his  birth  occurred  in  Oswego  County,  October  •!, 
1837.  He  is  the  son  ofBirdsiland  Almira  (Harts¬ 
horn)  Norton,  natives  respectively  of  Massachusetts 
and  Madison  County,  N.  Y.  Ephraim  Norton,  the 
grandfather  of  our  subject,  was  also  a  native  of 
the  Bay  State,  where  he  was  a  farmer,  and  on  re¬ 
moving  to  New  York  State  lived  to  attain  an  old 
age. 

Birdsil  Norton  was  a  cabinet-maker  and  car¬ 
ried  on  business  in  the  town  of  Parish.  lie 
was  born  in  1805  and  departed  this  life  in  1815, 
when  in  the  prime  of  life;  his  good  wife,  who  lived 
to  attain  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-four  years, 


died  in  Syracuse,  N.  Y.  They  became  the  parents 
of  seven  children:  Ephraim  B.,  who  follows  the 
trade  of  a  carpenter  in  the  above-named  city;  Cur¬ 
tis  M.  was  the  second  in  order  of  birth;  Ellen  E., 
Mrs.  Miller;  our  subject;  Birdsley,  and  Dwight  A., 
who  died  young.  They  are  all  residents  of  Syra¬ 
cuse,  with  the  exception  of  our  subject. 

Oscar  Norton  in  early  life,  learned  the  trade  of  a 
cooper,  to  which  he  Inter  added  the  occupation  of  a 
farmer.  In  1801,  he  came  to  the  Prairie  State,  and, 
locating  in  Durand,  soon  entered  the  employ  of 
Andrew  Ashton,  for  whom  he.  clerked  fifteen  years. 
At  the  end  of  that  time,  lie  established  in  his  pres¬ 
ent  business  and  is  now  the  oldest  grocer  in  Dur¬ 
and,  and  by  his  courteous  treatment  of  customers 
does  about  the  largest  business  in  that  branch  in 
the  place. 

The  lady  to  whom  our  subject  was  married  July 
13,  18(52,  bore  the  name  of  Jane  A.,  daughter  of 
I).  S.  and  Charlotte  (Warren)  Richards.  She  is  a 
native  of  this  place, her  natal  day  being  February  13: 
18-15.  To  them  have  been  born  seven  children: 
Charles  A.,  who  was  born  51  ay  2,  18(53;  James  <)., 
who  was  killed  by  a  runaway  team  May  18,  1891, 
when  in  his  twenty-sixth  year;  William  B.,  who 
was  born  September  20,  1867;  Lottie.  L.,  born  July 
22,  1871,  is  attending  school  in  Chicago;  Morton 
E.,  born  January  3.  1874;  Lawrence  E.,  April  29, 
1876,  and  Nina  Nettie,  April  2(5,  1880. 

In  politics,  Mr.  Norton  voles  with  the  Prohibi¬ 
tion  party,  and  has  held  the  office  of  Town  Clerk 
and  Collector,,  With  his  wife,  he  is  a  devoted 
mcniper  of  Lluv  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and 
has  aided  materially  in  the  upbuilding  of  this 
community  where  he  has  resided  so  long. 


jjyi\  RS.  CELIA  0.  THOMPSON,  who  is  at 
I  present,  residing  on  section  14,  Manchester 
I  Is  Township,  Boone  County,  is  the  widow  of 
Ole  Thompson,  formerly  a  well-to-do 
farmer  of  this  section.  She  was  born  in  Norway, 
September  15,  1852,  and  was  the  daughter  of  T. 
Holland,  also  a  native  of  Norway,  where  lie.  was 
engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits.  The.  maiden 
name  of  his  wife,  the  mother  of  Mrs.  Thompson, 
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wasMadella  A.  Opsanger,  and  they  renred  a  family  his  last  days.  The  maiden  name  of  the  mother  of 
of  eight  children,  live,  daughters  and  three  sons.  our  subject  was  Sarah  Foster,  and  she  was  bom  in 

Our  subject  is  the  third  child  and  second  da  ugli-  the  Pino  'free  State.  By  her  union  with  Mr. 

ter  In  order  of  birth,  and  has  One  sister  and  two  Banks  were  born  five  children:  Charles  £,,  So- 

brothers  in  this  country.  Edmund  Holland  is  a  bastine  H.,  Benjamin  F.,  Sarah  and  George  W. 

successful  farmer  living  in  Sanborn  County,  S.  Dak.,  Benjamin  F.  Banks  was  a  lad  of  six  years  when 
where  als<>  a  sister,  Anne,  Mrs.  Charles  Thompson,  ho  accompanied  his  parents  to  the  Prairie  State, 

is  residing.  Nels  Holland  makes  his  home  in  Ben-  and  remembers  well  the  incidents  of  the  long  over- 

son,  Swift  County,  Minn.,  whore  lie  is  engaged  in  land  journey  and  of  pioneer  life  in  De  Kalb 

mercantile  pursuits  in  partnership  with,  his  nephew,  County.  For  a  number  of  years  after  their  loca- 

M.  V,  Thompson,  the  second  son  of  Mrs,  Anno  tion  in  that  county  there  were  no  railroads,  and 

Thompson.  Chicago  was  the  principal  market  and  depot  for 

On  June  12,  1877,  our  subject  and  her  sister  supplies.  Our  subject  was  reared  to  the  duties  of 

came  to  America  together  and  three  years  later  a  farmer’s  lad,  and,  when  old  enough  to  start  out 

Miss  Celia  was  married  to  Ole  Thompson,  of  on  his  own  account,  became  an  agriculturist 

Manchester  Township.  To  them  were  granted  two  In  September,  1862,  Mr.  Banks  enlisted  in 
daughters:  Mary  Amelia  and  Anne  Eliza,  aged,  Company  G-,  One  Hundred  and  Fifth  Illinois  Tn- 

respoctively,  eleven  and  eight  years.  By  a  previ-  fantry,  and  served  with  his  regiment  until  he  was 

ous  marriage,  Mr.  Thompson  was  the  father  of  disabled.  Joining  Sherman’s  forces,  he  marched 

throe  children,  lie  departed  this  life  November  with  them  to  the  sea,  and  can  give  many  an  inter- 

13,  1888,  and  his  widow  is  now  superintending  the  esting  account  of  that  famous  tramp.  He  was 

farm  which  was  willed  by  him  to  Ins  daughters.  severely  wounded  at  the  battle  of  Kencsaw  Moun¬ 
tain,  and  after  Being  sent  to  the  hospital  at  Nashville 
*?•  •?*  ^ ~ was  granted  a  furlough  and  returned  home.  The 

following  spring  he  reported  for  duty  at  Chicago, 

S.KNJAMIN  F.  BANKS.  Among  the  war  but  was  not  accepted,  on  account  of  disability 

v  heroes  of  this  county,  none  probably  had  caused  *  y  injuries  received  while  in  the  service. 

'  more  interesting  adventures  or  served  Returning  again  to  the  peaceful  pursuits  of  farm 

more  bravely  than  the  gentleman  whose  life,  he  purchased  a  farm  in  De  Kalb  County,  upon 

portrait  adorns  the  opposite  page.  lie  is  at  pres-  which  he  made  his  home  until  1875,  when,  coming 

cut  residing  in  a  pleasant  home  at  Rockford,  to  Rockford,  lie  purchased  city  property,  and  has 

whore  his  friends  are  as  numerous  as  his  acquaint-  since  been  numbered  among  the  most  prominent 

ancos.  A  native  Of  Maine,  he  was  bom  in  Bark-  citizens  of  the  place. 

man,  Ftscalaqins  County,  March  17,  1839.  Ilis  The  marriage  of  our  subject  occurred  April  19, 
father  was  born  in  Hartford,  Me.,  July  14,  1806,  I860,  at  which  time  Miss  Frances  Eliza  Chittenden 

and  his  paternal  grandfather,  Joseph  Banks,  was  became  his  wife.  She  was  bom  in  St,  Joseph 

also  born  in  that  State,  a  descendant  of  English  County,  Mich.,  and  was  the  daughter  of  Daniel 

ancestors.  Chittenden,  a  native  of  Wayne  County,  N.  Y,, 

Alfred  Banks  became  the  proprietor  of  a  farm  where  also  his  father,  Benjamin,  so  far  as  is  known, 

in  Turkman,  where  he  made  his  homo  until  1845.  was  bom.  The  grandfather  of  airs.  Banks  was  a 

During  that  year  he  came  to  Illinois,  accompanied  cabinet-maker,  and  removed  from  Wayne  to 

by  his  wife  and  four  children,  The  trip  was  Chautauqua  County,  where  his  decease  occurred, 

made  with  teams,  and  six  weeks  were  consumed  on  Ho  had  married  Fannie  Loper.  The  father  of  Mrs. 

the  way.  The  elder  Mi’,  Banks  purchased  a  farm  Banks  removed  from  the  Empire  State  to  Miehi- 

in  tlio  town  of  Franklin,  De  Kalb  County,  where  he  gan  in  1840, and  purchased  a  tract  of  timber  land  in 

cultivated  the  soil  until  ttvo  years  prior  to  his  Constantine  Township,  St.  Joseph  County,  which 

decease,  when  ho  removed  to  Belvidere  and  spent  ho  cleared  and  placed  under  good  .cultivation.  He 
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made  that  place  his  home  until  1854,  when  he  sold 
and  removed  to  Iowa,  making  location  m  Bremei 
County,  where  he  was  one  of  the  early  settlers.  I  e 
had  traded  his  farm  in  Michigan  for  that  property 
and  resided  in  the  Hawkeye  State  until  his  decease, 
v/hich  occurred  in  1886.  , 

The  mother  of  Mrs.  Banka  was  Phmbe,  a  daugh¬ 
ter  of  James  Ray,  and  a  native  of  New  York.  She 
died  on  the  farm  in  Bremer  County  in  1888,  hav- 
ing  borne  her  husband  ten  children,  six  Of  whom 
grew  to  mature  years,  namely:  Ferdxando  C., 
Benjamin,  Frances  E.,0  Eugene,  Daniel  A.,  and 
Tina.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Banks  are  the  parents  of  six 
children,  who  bear  the  names  of  Bert  F.,  Viola, 
Daisy,  George,  Pearl  and  Arthur  E.,  respectively. 
Our  subject  is  a  Republican  in  politics,  and  socially 
is  a  member  of  Nevius  Post  No.  1,  G.  A.  R. 


/*£%EORGE  CHAFEE,  who  is  one  of  the  most 
(((  _  successful  and  prosperous  farmers  of  Spring 
Township,  Boone  County,  .was  born  in 
Onondaga  County,  N.  Y.,  August  16,  1811,  his 
parents  beingDavid  and  Eunice  (Chapman)  Chafee. 
They, were  natives  of  Connecticut  and  departed 
thi/ life  in  Onondaga  County  at  the  respective 
ages  of  seventy-five  and  fifty-two  years. 

°Our  subject  remained  at.home  until  reaching  his 
majority,  meanwhile,  however,  engaging  in  teach-  j 
ing  two  terms  of  winter  school.  He  then  worked 
by  the  month  for  his  brothers  for  a  period  of  eight 
years,  and  in  September,  1840,  was  married  to  Miss 
Lucinda  Kin  yon,  whose  birth  occurred  March  12, 
1813,  in  Onondaga  County,  Nv  Y.  She  departed 
this  life  July  15,  1850,  in  the  above-named  county, 
in  her  thirty-seventh  year. 

The  lady  whom  Mr.  Chafee  took  for  his  second 
wife  was  Miss  Lucy  Waterman;  she  had  her  birth 
in  Otsego  County,  N.  Y.,  and  died  in  Spring  Town¬ 
ship,  this  county,  in  her  fortieth  year.  She  becamo 
the  mother  of  two ‘children,  only  one  of  whom  is 
living,  Lillie  K.,  now-  Mrs.  E.  J.  Munn.  This 
daughter  was  born  September  7, 1855,  on  the  home 
farm.  The  third  marriage  of  Mr.  Chafee  oc¬ 
curred  May  19,  1857,  at  which  time  Miss  Annitia 
Smith,  who  was  born  in  Herkimer  County,  N.  Y,, 


November  12,  1818,  became  his  wife;  she  was  tho 
daughter  of  Richard  and  Rachel  (Worth)  Smith, 
wholived  and  died  in  the  Empire  State. 

The  first  property  which  our  subject  owned  was 
a  small  farm  of  twenty  acres  in  New  lrork  State, 
which  he  disposed  of  in  1852,  and  came  to  Spring 
Township,  this  county,  where  he  purchased  a 
quarter-section  of  partially  improved  land,  for 
which  ho  paid  $14  per  ace.  Ho  has  since  erected 
all  the  Suitable  farm  buildings  and  made  of  his 
estate  one  of  the  finest  in  Boone  County.  It  is 
thoroughly  drained,  Mr.  Chafee  having  spent 
$2,000  in  laying  tile  over  his  farm.  He  iS  §|gaged 
in  mixed  farming,  ranking  among  the  well-to-do 
agriculturists  in  this  section. 

Mi*,  and  Mrs.  Chafee  move  in  the  best  circles  in 
their  community  and  are  universally  respected  for 
their  sterling  qualities  and  true  neighborly  kind¬ 
ness.  In  his  political  relations,  our  subject  votes 
the  Republican  ticket,  having  served  seven  years 
in  the  capacity  of  Supervisor,  as  Commissioner  of 
Highways  for  four  years  and  also  on  tho  School 
Board.  Mr.  Chafee  has  a  fine  education,  although 
he  is  a  graduate  from  a  country  district  school. 
He  is  a  great  reader  and  one  of  the  active  workers 
in  educational  affairs  in  tho  county.  His  first 
PresidentinlVote  was  cast  for  Andrew  Jackson 
and,  as  bef^  stated,  he  now  votes  for  Republican 
candidates. 

The  adopted  son  of  our  subjeot,  George  D. 
Chafee,  is  at  present  living  with  him  and  is  part 
owner  in  the  home  farm.  He  married  Miss  Jane, 
daughter  of  C.  B.  Lord,  and  lias  a  family  of  three 
children. 


JOHN  BARNES  is  one  of  those  to  whom 
Flora  Township,  Boone  County,  owes  its 
present  highly  cultivated  and  developed 
condition,  lie  came  hither  in  1.866,  and  not 
only  is  he  well  known  ns  a  general  dealer  in  all 
kinds  of  grain  and  live  stock,  but  lie  has  also  cotno 
beforo  the  public  as  an  official  who  lias  served  with 
credit  to  himself  and  to  his  constituents.  He  was 
born  October  20,  1847,  in  Vernon,  Oneida  County, 
N.  Y.,  while  his  father,  Richard  Barnes,  was  born 
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in  Kent  County,  England,  in  1807.  The  grand¬ 
parents  of  our  subject  wore  also  natives  of  the 
British  Isles  where  they  spout  their  entire  lives. 

The  father  of  Our  subject  was  reared  in  his  na¬ 
tive  county  and  on  emigrating  to  America  in  1840 
was  accompanied  on  the  journey  by  his  wife  and 
three  children.  Locating  in  Vernon,  Oneida 
County,  N.  Y,,  he  engaged  in  farming, =-.snd  during 
the  years  intervening  between  his  settlement  there 
and  1866,  had  lived  upon  and  cultivated  several 
different  farms.  On  the  above  date,  he  came  to 
Illinois  and  resided  for  several  years  in  Belvidere 
Township,  this  county.  He  was  very  successful  in 
all  his  undertakings,  and  at  the  time  of  his  decease 
in  May,  1887,  was  die  proprietor  of  a  handsome 
estate.  Ilis  last  years  were  spent  in  retirement  in 
Belvidere.  lie  had  been  twice  married, the  maiden 
name  of  his  second  wife,  who  was  the  mother  of 
our  subject,  was  Elizabeth  Caekett;  she  was  bom 
in  Kent  County,  England,  her  parents  being 
Richard  and  Lydia  Caekett.  Mrs,  Barnes  reared  a 
family  of  seven  childita  and  is  still  living  in  Bel¬ 
videre, 

John  Barnes  of  this  sketch  received  his  educa¬ 
tion  in  the  primitive  schools  of  Vernon,  N.  Y.,and 
in  1,866  came  to  Illinois  with  his  parents,  with 
whom  he  resided  until  his  marriage,  He  then  lo¬ 
cated  on  a  farm  one  mile  north  of  Belvidere,  which 
was  his  home  for  ten  years;  at  the  expiration  Of 
that  time  ho  purchased  his  present  property.  The 
lady  to  whom  lie  was  married  in  1872  bore  the 
name  of  Jessie  A.  Wrate,  a  native  of  Westfield,  Vt. 
Her  father,  Francis  S.  Wratc,  was  born  in  Cam¬ 
bridgeshire,  England,  where  also  his  father,  Will¬ 
iam  Wrate  was  born  and  died.  A  brother  of 
Francis  S.  Wrnfco,  who  bore  the  name  of  Albert, 
came  to  America  and  resided  for  a  few  years  in 
Chicago.  Ho  is  now  living  in  Nottingham,  Eng¬ 
land.  M 

Francis  S.  Wrate  was  reared  and  married  in 
Cambridgeshire,  and  in  1852,  in  company  with  his 
bride,  embarked  on  a  sailing-vessel,  “The  American 
Eagle,”  for  the  Now  World.  For  ten  years  he  re¬ 
sided  in  Vermont  and  itt  1861  came  to  Illinois 
and  located  a  farm  in  Belvidere  Township,  this 
county.  lie  later  went  to  Geneva,  Kane  County, 
Ill.,  and  is  now  building  the  Wrate  Block  there. 


His  wife  was  Jane,  the  daughter  of  John  and  Ann 
Jackson,  who  was  born  in  the  same  shire  as  was  her 
husband.  They  reared  a  family  of  four  children. 
Mr.  and  Mi’s.  Barnes  have  one  son,  George R.,  who 
was  horn  July  5, 1888.  In  politics,  our  subject  is 
a  Republican  and  at  one  time  filled  the  office  of 
Supejl’visor,  and  in  other  ways  has  aided  materially 
in  thw!  upbuilding  of  his  adopted  township. 


©ARL  L.  C.  EBBESEN  is  the  editor  and  Gen¬ 
eral  Manager  of  the  Rockford  Fasten ,  the 
well-known  Swedish- American  newspaper 
of  Northern  Illinois.  It  is  issued  every  Saturday  as 
a  seven-column,  eight-page  paper,  and  our  sub¬ 
ject  was  made  its  editor  in  1888.  The  Rockford 
Posten  was  incorporated  with  a  capital  Stock  of 
$5,000,  and  the  following  prominent  Swedish  men 
of  the  city  wei’e  selected  as  its  officers:  L.  M.  No- 
ling,  President;  P.  A.  E.  Peterson,  Vice-president; 
A.  P.  Floberg,  Treasurer;  J.  A.  Alden,  Secretary; 
and  C.  Ebbesen,  editor  and  General  Manager. 
It  is  the  oldest  Swedish-American  newspaper  in 
Illinois  outside  of  Chicago.  It  has  over  three 
thousand  circulation  in  the  city  and  county,  and 
is  a  live,  newsy  and  well-printed  paper,  which  is 
bound  to  succeed, 

Mr.  Ebbesen  is  a  practical  printer  and  newspa¬ 
per  man,  having  come  to  Rockford  eight  years  ago 
and  bought  an  interest  in  a  newspaper  run  by  the 
Rev.  A.  Lindskog,  which  he  was  obliged  to  aban¬ 
don  on  account  of  insufficient  backing.  He  learned 
the  printer’s  trade  in  his  native  country  of  Sweden, 
where  also  he  was  reporter  for  a  time.  Four  years 
after  coming  to  the  United  States,  he  occupied  the 
same  position  on  the  Rockford  Gazette  and  Morning 
Star  in  this  city.  He  was  the  originator  and  pro¬ 
moter  of  the  first  successful  Swedish  newspaper  in 
the  city. 

He  of  whom  we  write  was  born  and  reared  in 
Stockholm  and  Was  given  an  excellent  education 
in  the  Grammar  and  High  Schools  of  that  city.  In 
1879,  ho  emigrated  to  this  country,  and  after  spend¬ 
ing  four  years  in  St.  Paul  and  Minneapolis  where 
he  was  employed  on  a  newspaper  of  his  native 
tongue,  lie  made  his  advent  into  Winnebago 
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County.  Mr.  Ebbesen  was  married,  while  in  Minne¬ 
sota,  to  Miss.Charlotte  Palmquist,  who  was  born, 
reared'-an^  educated  in  that  State.  Her  parents 
were  Swedish  people,  who  located  in  Minnesota 
about  forty  years. ago,  and  are  still(  residing  in 
Central  City.  Her  father  is  a  profctfiient  farmer 
and  citizen  of  that  place  and  was  for  several  years 
Deacon  in  the  Swedish  Lutheran  Church.  He 
served  through  the  Rebellion  as  a  private  in  a 
Minnesota  regiment,  and,  unlike  many  of  his  com¬ 
rades,  escaped  being  either  captured  or  wounded. 

The  wife  of  our  subject  was  given  a  good  edu¬ 
cation  in  the  public  schools,  and  remained  with  her 
parents  until  her  marriage.  With  her  husband, 
she  is  a  member  of  the  Pirat  Lutheran  Church  of 
Rockford.  Our  subject  is  a  Republican  in  politics, 
and  conducts  his  paper  ou  Republican  principles. 
He  is  a  man  possessed  of  intelligence  and  good 
judgment,  and  his  reputation  in  the  county  as  one 
of  which  any  hian  might  well  be  proud,  providing, 
as  in  his  case,  the  character  is  equal  to  the  opinion 
of  men. 


JJ  OHN  SMITH,  who  is  living  a  retired  life  at 
No.  606  George  Street,  Rockford,  where  he 
has  made  his  home  for  seventeen  years,  was 
born  on  the  28th  of  May,  1818,  aboutseven 
miles  east  of  Glasgow,  Scotland,  and,  when  six 
years  of  age,  was  brought  to  America  by  his  par¬ 
ents,  John  and  Mary  (Hood)  Smith,  both  of  whom 
were  also  natives  of  Scotland.  After  emigrating 
to  America  in  1820,  the  father  began  life  as  a  farmer 
in  Grenby  Township,  Shepherd  County,  in  the 
Province  of  Quebec.  He  worked  hard,  and  did 
quite,  a  little  toward  developing  a  good  farm  amid 
the  forests  of  that  region.  In  1847,  he  came  with 
his  family  to  this  State,  locating  in  Owen  Town¬ 
ship,  Winnebago  County,  where  he  and  his  wife 
made  their  home  until  called  to  their  final  rest. 
The  father  died  at  the  age  of  eighty-two,  and  his 
wife  passed  away  in  her  seventy-fourth  year.  They 
were  both  members  of  the  Congregational  Church. 

Our  subject  spent  his  childhood  days  in  Canada, 
in  the  usual  manner  of  farme~.  lads,  and,  after  ar¬ 
riving  at  years  of  maturity,  was  there  married  to 


Laura  Webster,  who  was  bom  in  Vermont*  of 
American  parentage,  but  was  oh  icily  reared  in 
Canada.  After  the  birth,  of  five  of  their  children, 
Mr.  and  Mi’s.  Smith  determined  to  conic  to  Illinois. 
They  traveled  by  the  Lakes  to  St.  Johns,  thence 
to  Buffalo,  from  thero  around  the  Lakes,  and  over¬ 
land  to  Cleveland,  Ohio.  Their  money  had  given 
out  when  they  arrived  in  that  city,  so  they  wove 
forced  to  pause.  Mr.  Smith  began  cutting  wood  for 
Deacon  Lyman,  at  twenty-five  conts  per  cord.  Ho 
was  thus  enabled  to  make  about  $1  per  day,  and 
in  this  way  he  procured  enough  to  make  it  possible 
for  them  to  complete  their  journey  to  Illinois. 
When  they  had  reached  Winnebago  County,  how¬ 
ever,  Mr.  Smith  was  again  ompty-linnded, but  they 
began  life  in  true  pioneer  style  and  bravely  bore 
the  hardships  of  the  frontier.  All  went  well  until 
1856,  when,  ou  tlie  9tli  of  November,  the  wife  and 
.mother  was  called  to  her  final  rest.  She  left  one 
son  and  four  daughters,  all  of  whom  are  yet 
living. 

Mary,  the  eldest  of  these  children,  is  now  the 
wife  of  James  Stewart,  a  retired  farmer  residing 
on  Kilbura  Avenue,  this  city;  Lueona,  is  the  wife 
of  S,  Young,  of  Falls  City,  Wis.;  Abigail,  widow 
of  Benjamin  Seaker,  resides  with  her  father;  Pris¬ 
cilla  is  the  wife  of  John  Hoy,  a  retired  farmer  of 
Brownville,  Minn.;  John  D.,  who  was  one  of  the 
boys  in  blue  during  the  late  war,  is  a  dealer  in 
machinery  in  Rockford.  Mr.  Smith  was  a  second 
time  married,  in  Beloit,  Wis.,  his  union  being  with 
Mrs,  Jerusha  (Hill)  Ward,  a  native  of  the  Empire 
State,  born  and  reared  in  Wayne  County,  N.  Y. 
She  canto  to  Illinois  in  1856,  with  her  first  hus¬ 
band,  John  P.Wnrd,  who  died  in  December  of  that 
year.  lie  left  three  sons  and  a  daughter,  ail  of 
whom  arc  now  deceased,  with  the  exception  of 
Mary,  wife  of  H.  Chiles,  a  banker  of  Sterling, 
Neb.,  and  Eunice,  who  lives  in  Texas.  One  son, 
Ransom  L.  Ward,  served  in  the  army  during  the 
late  Rebellion.  Mr.  and  Sirs.  Smith  have  one  son, 
Adelbort,  a  mail  carrier  of  Rockford,  who  married 
Ellen  McGhae, 

Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Smith  are  well-known  people 
of  this  community  and  rank  high  in  social  circles. 
He  was  formerly  a  Republican  in  politics,  but  now 
supports  the  Prohibition  party.  With  the  Congre- 
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gational  Church  he  holds  membership"  J-Iis  wife  I  since  1883^  On  the  organization  of  the  Central 


belongs  to  the  Christian  Church,  After  coming  to 
this  country,  he  made  farming  his  principal  occu¬ 
pation  for  a  number  of  years  and  purchased  and 
improved' one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  valuable 
land,  which  he  sold  on  his  removal  to  the  city. 


JJ  A.  LUNDGREN,  who  has  held  the  position 
of  Secretary  and  Treasurer  of  the  Skandia 
Plow  Company  of  Rockford  since  1883,  is 
a  well-known  and  successful  business  man 
of  Rockford,  and  it  was  an  important  day  for  both 
the  city  and  him  when  ho  located  here.  He  was 
born  in  Sweden,  April  22,  1853.  His  parents,  J.  E. 
and  Christine  (Joneson)  Lundgron,are  still  living 
in  their  native  land,  broth  being  about  seventy 
years  of  age.  His  father  has  followed  farming 
throughout  his  life.  He  is  well  known  in  his 
neighborhood  as  a  respected  citizen  of  -sterling 
worth  and  good  Christian  character. 

Under  the  parental  roof,  our  subject  spent  the 
days  of  his  boyhood,  and  when  a  young  man  oatde 
to  this  country,  the  first  of  the.  family  to  cross  the 
Atlantic.  He  has  since  been  joined  by  a  brother 
and  sister,  the  former,  F.  E.  Lundgren,  being  a 
cabinet-maker  by  trade,  and  a  stockholder  in  the 
Standard  and  Star  Furniture  Companies  of  Rock¬ 
ford.  His  sister  Amanda  only  recently  came  to 
the  New  World. 

J.  A.  Lrtivdgrtn  led  to  the  marriage  altar  Miss 
I-Iildegard  A.  Wanstrom,  who  was  born  in  Sweden, 
July  26,  1857,  and  in  1864  came  with  her  par¬ 
ents  to  this  country.  Their  union  has  been  blessed 
with  four  children,  but  Laura  died  in  infancy.  Jo¬ 
seph  T.,  Esther  C.  and  Lawrence  A.,  all  bright,  in¬ 
telligent  children,  are  still  with  their  parents. 

Our  subject  came  to  Rockford  in  1870,  when  a 
young  man  of  twenty  yoars.  Ho  was  empty- 
handed,  but  possessed  an  industrious  and  enter¬ 
prising  nature,  and  a  determination  to  succeed, 
come  what  would.  He  had  acquired  a  good  edu¬ 
cation,  and  after  working  as  a  farm  hand  for  two 
years,  accepted  a  clerical  position  in  Rockford.  As 
before  stated,  he  lias  been  connected  with  the  Skan¬ 
dia  Plow  Company  as  Secretary  and  Treasurer 


Furniture  Company  in  1879,  he  became  Us  first 
Treasurer,  and  is  still  one  of  the  stockholders.  He 
has  been  President  of  the  Standard  Furniture  Com¬ 
pany  of  Rockford  Since  its  organization  in  1885, is 
also  a  stockholder  and  Director,  and  is  a  Director 
in  the  Swedish  Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Company, 
the  Skandia  Coal  Company,  the  Star  Furniture 
Company,  the  Royal  Sewing  Machine  Company, 
and  the  Rockford  Posten  Publishing  Company. 
Mr.  Lundgren ’s  business  career  has  been  one  of 
unallbyed  prosperity,  yet  hard  work  has  been  the 
means  of  achieving  this  end.  If  he  were  not  indus¬ 
trious  and  enterprising,  he  would  not  have  won 
the  success  which  lias  so  richly  crowned  his  efforts. 

Our  subject  is  a  public-spirited  and  progressive 
citizen,  whose  life  has  been  devoted  to  the  interests 
of  his  adopted  city,  his  church  and  his  family.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  City  School  Board,  and,  in  pol¬ 
itics,  is  a  stalwart  Republican.  He  is  also  a  stench 
advocate  of  temperance  principles,  and  one  ever 
ready  to  aid  in  the  bettering  of  humanity.  His 
life  has  been  well  and  worthily  spent,  and  there¬ 
by  he  has  won  the  esteem  of  all. 

***►»>■*  '■*!■  — *  'I "■■I't.-l"-.  - 

PRANK  SHEIK.  The  life  of  this  gentle¬ 
man  has  been  too  short  to  give  the  bio¬ 
graphical  writer  much  to  do  in  outlining  it, 
but  it  gives  the  promise  of  filling  an  extended 
sphere  of  usefulness  should  life  be  spared.  He  is 
one  of  the  prominent  hardware  merchants  Of  Du¬ 
rand,  where  he  has  been  in  business  for  the  past 
seven  years,  and  during  that  time  he  lias  sur¬ 
rounded  himself  with  frieuds  whom  he  has  gained 
by  his  upright  character. 

Born  in  Armstrong  County,  Pa.,  August  31, 
1857,  our  subject  is  a  son  of  Christian  and  Sarah 
(Troutman)  Sheik,  also  natives  of  the  Keystone 
State.  The  father  was  a  farmer  and  in  1864  emi¬ 
grated  to  Illinois  and  located  in  the  village  of 
Davis,  Stephenson  County,  where  he  has  since  lived 
a  retired  life,  being  advanced  in  year's.  He  has 
been  three  times  married,  the  mother  of  our  sub¬ 
ject,  who  was  his  second  wife,  dying  in  1874  at 
the  age  of  fifty-two  years.  She  bore  him  three 
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children:  Frank;  David,  who  resides  in  Janesville, 
Wis.,  and  oiid'  who  died  in  infancy. 

Our  subject  came  to  $lie  Prairie  State  with  his 
parents  and,  when  eleven  years  of  age,  left  home 
to  battle  with  the  world  on  Ins  own  account.  Foi 
six  years  he  worked  as  a  farm  bend,  at  the  end  of 
which  time  he  engaged  as  ^  dry-goods  clerk  at 
Durand,  being  engaged  by  several  of  the  promi¬ 
nent  merchants.  He  then  launched  out  in  the 
poultry  trade,  and  in  1885  established  his  present 

business  as  a  hardware  merchant. 

In  1884,  Mr.  Sheik  and  Mis3  Belle,  daughter  of 
Norman  Judd, were  united  in  marriage.  The  lady 
died  seven  weeks  after  her  union,  and  in  1885 
our  subject  chose  "for  his  second  wife  Mollie  0., 
daughter  of  Humphrey  and  Calista  Jennison,  of 
Duran  &  She  was  bora  in  this  county,  December 
8,  1864,  and  has  borne  her  husband  two  children: 
Harlan  and  Gertie.  Mr.  Sheik  is  a  Republican  in 
politics,  and  in  -  local  affairs  has  served  as  Treas¬ 
urer  of  the  Village- Board  and  been  a  member  of 
the  Council.  He  is  a  io-^head,  enterprising  citi¬ 
zen  and  is  rapidly  taking  a  position  among  the 
leading  men  of  this  community. 


lSP^ILEY  HALL.  In  the  death  of  Mr.  Hall, 
t#  Rockford  lost  one  of  its  oldest  and  most  re- 
JTfll  spected  citizens.  His  life  was  one  of  useful- 
ness,  and  in  his  demise  the  commercial  and 
social  world  met  with  a  serious  loss.  He  embodied 
all  those  traits  of  character  which  endear  men  to 
tlieir  associates.  He  was  broad  minded,  generous, 
kind  hearted,  true  to  his  convictions  and  friends, 
and  in  every  sense  of  the  word  an  honest  man.  At 
the  home  which  he  established  in  Rockford  he  de¬ 
parted  this  life  June  30,  1872,  at  the  age  of  sixty- 
four. 

Mr.  Hall  was  born  in  Wallingford,  New  Haven 
County,  Conn.,  April  1, 1808,  the  son  of  Reuben 
and  Sallie  (Miller)  IJall.  The  father,  who  was  a 
native  of  Connecticut,  belonged  to  a  thrifty  New 
England  family,  and  was  extensively  engaged  in 
farming  operations  until  his  death  at  an  advanced 
age.  He  was  prominent  in  local  affairs  and  was 
regarded  with  respect  by  all  bis  associates.  After 


the  death  of  his  first  wife,  by  whom  he  became 
the  father  of  eight  children)  ho  married  Koaiah 
Beach. 

The  next  to  the  youngest  in  the  parental  fam¬ 
ily  was  Riley,  who  was  reared  and  gainell  his  edu¬ 
cation  in  Connecticut,  becoming  thoroughly  fa¬ 
miliar  with  farming  pursuits  when  he  was  a  more 
lad.  In  his  early  manhood,  he  removed  to  the 
South,  taking  with  him  a  large  number  of  books, 
which  ho  succeeded  in  disposing  of  at  a  handsome 
profit.  In  the  early  part  of  the  '80s,  ho  came  West  to 
Illinois  and  purchased  a  tract  of  land  in  Ottawa, 
also  property  in  Sycamore, which  he  entered  from  the 
Government.  A  few  years  later,  he  came  to  Win¬ 
nebago  County,  where  he  purchased  a  large  amount 
of  property  in  Rockford  Township,  three  miles 
from  the  city.  There  he  improved  nine  hunted 
acres,  of  which  he  remained  the  owner  imp '  his 
death,  and  he  also  improved  live  hundred  acres 
in  Winnebago  Township,  becoming  known  as  one 
of  the  largest  and  wealthiest  property  owners  in 
the  county. 

In  the  progress  of  the  Republican  pavtv,  Mr. 
Hall  took  an  active  part,  but  would  never  consent 
to  hold  official  positions,  although  ho  contributed 
in  every  other  way  within  his  power  to  the  pro¬ 
motion  of  the  welfare  of  the  party  to  whose  prin¬ 
ciples  lie  adhered.  He  was  united  in  marriage 
in  tiie  township  of  Rockford  to  Mrs.  Janette 
(Holcombe)  Holcombe,  on  the  14th  of  Novem¬ 
ber,  1365.  She  was  born  in  Hartford  County. 
Conn.,  the  daughter  of  Alexander  and  Tryphona 
(Thrall)  Holcombe,  natives  of  the  same  county  ns 
herself.  Mrs.  Hall  was  married  to  Tallcott  Hol¬ 
combe  August  8, 1884.  He  passed  away  August 
3,  1847.  To  this  union  wore  born  five  children: 
two  died  in  infancy;  Ellen  M.,  born  April  29, 
1888,  died  February  17,  1879;  Caroline  E.,  born 
June  7, 1841,  married  September  16, 1878,  Thomas 
II.  Brown;  Thomas  G.,  born  June  7,  1846,  died 
July  11, 1882;  ho  served  his  country  during  the 
War  of  the  Rebellion  in  Company  F,  One  Hun¬ 
dred  and  Fifty-sixth  Illinois  Regiment.  Mrs.  nail's 
parents  resided  bn  a  farm  in  Connecticut  until  after 
the  birth  of  their  children,  when  they  removed 
West  to  Geauga  County,  Ohio,  and  there  engaged 
in  improving  a  farm  until  the  death  of  Mrs.  Hoi- 


combe  at  the  age  of  sixty-five.  Afterward,  Alexan¬ 
der  Holcombe  came  to  Illinois  in  1854,  and  died  in 
Winnebago  County  when  three-score  and  ten.  He 
was  a  successful  man,  a  Whig  in  politics,  and  a 
member  of  the  Episcopal  Church.  Prior  to  his 
removal  from  Connecticut,  he  served  for  fifteen 
years  as  Justice  of  the  Peace. 

When  the  Holcombe  family  removed  to  Ohio,  the 
daughter  Janette  was  sixteen  years  old,  and  she 
grew  to  womanhood  in  the  Buckeye  State,  where 
she  was  united  in  marriage  to  Talcott  Holcombe. 
The  wedded  life  was  terminated  by  the  death  of 
Mr.  Holcombe  in  Trumbull  County,  Ohio,  at  the 
age  of  thirty-six  years.  Five  children  were  born 
of  the  union,  only  one  of  whom  now  survives, 
Caroline  E.,  wife  of  Thomas  Henry  Brown,  a 
farmer  of  Rockford  Tpwnship,  and  the  mother  of 
two  children:  HermoiyylL,  who  died,  aged  fifteen, 
and  Pembroke.  Mr.  Brown  was  born  in  Benson, 
Vt.,  and  was  a  son  of  Arthur  and  Jane  (Dougan) 
Brown,  also  of  Vermont.  He  came  to  Du  Page 
County,  Ill.,  in  1843,  at  the  age  of  nine  years, 
and  to  Rockford  in  1856. 

Mr.  and  Mrs,  Hall  became  the  parents  of  one  child, 
Milic  A.,  who  died  when  fifteen  years  old.  Mrs. 
Hall  and  her  daughter,  Mrs.  Brown,  are  attendants 
at  the  Christian  Union  Church  and  sympathize 
with  the  progressive  teachings  of  Dr.  Kerr.  Mrs. 
Hall  resides  with  her  daughter  at  the  old  home¬ 
stead,  Iso.  104  North  West  Street,  Rockford. 


<gp|LONZO  SMITH.  The  subject  of  this 
|IO|  sketch  was  born  in  Madison  County,  N.  Y., 
n  November  3,  1821.,'!'  His  father,  Clavlc 
Smith,  was  born  in  Pennsylvania,  March 

31. 1780,  and  died  January  17,  1852.  He  was  mar¬ 
ried,  November  3,  1816,  to  Mrs.  Sabrina  (Maurice) 
Mprrow,  who  was  born  in  New  York  State,  March 

7. 1780,  and  died  July  81,  1870.  Five  children 
were  born  unto  them,  whose  names  wero:  Mary, 
James,  Alonzo,  Clark  and  Dwight. 

Reared  to  farming  pursuits,  our  subject  natur¬ 
ally  chose  agriculture  as  his  life  occupation  on 
starting  out  for  himself.  In  1845,  his  parents  re¬ 
moved  from  Ohio  to  Illinois  and,  locating  in  Laona 


[  Township,  Winnebago  County,  there  resided  until 
t  called  hence  by  death.  Qur  subject  had  received  a 
fair  education  and  followed  the  profession,  of  a 
teacher  in  the  Buckeye  State,  and  also  after  coming 
to  Illinois.  However,  he  devoted  his  attention  prin¬ 
cipally  to  farming,  and  by  persistent  energy  and 
intelligent  management,  had  secured  a  handsome 
property  at  the  time  of  his  death. 

November  13,  1851,  Mr.  Smith  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Miss  Ann  McClintic,  who  was  born 
in  Port  Gibson,  Ontario  County,  N.  Y.  She  had 
one  brother,  Samuel,  and  seven  sisters:  Mary, 
Sarah,  Nancy,  Eliza,  Mahalia,  Thirsey  and  Lucinda. 
Her  father,  Samuel  McClintic,  was  born  in  Hills¬ 
borough,  N.  Y.,in  1790,  and  died  at  Solon,  Ohio, 
in  1862.  Her  mother,  Sarah  Merdow,  was  likewise., 
a  native  of  Hillsborough,  N.  Y.,  who  was  born  in 
1794,  and  died  in  1830,  at  Port  Gibson,  N.  Y. 

When  a  child  of  three  years,  Mrs.  Smith  was 
taken  to  Michigan  by  her  father,  and  resided  in 
that  State  until  nineteen  years  of  age  in  the  fam¬ 
ily  of  her  brother-in-law,  Price  B,  Webster,  at 
which  time  she  accompanied  his  family  to  Winne¬ 
bago  County.  Here  she  met  and  married  Mr.  Smith 
and  with  him  made  her  home  on  sections  84  and 
35,  Laona  Township,  until  the  spring  of  1889. 
Mr.  Smith  then  removed  to  Durand  and  purchas¬ 
ing  a  lot  in  the  village,  erected  thereon  a  substan¬ 
tial  residence,  in  which  he  resided  until  his  death, 
February  3,  1892.  His  farm  comprised  one  hun¬ 
dred  and  forty-one  and  a  half  acres,  on  which  lie 
had  erected  all  the  necessary  buildings,  and  was 
successfully  engaged  in  general  agriculture. 

Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Smith  were  born  two  chil¬ 
dren:  Charlie  M.  and  Lettie  E.  The  son,  who  was 
born  March  1,  1853,  was  married,  April  12,  1875,  to 
Mary  Sarver,  whose  birth  occurred  October  23, 
1853,  and  they  became  the  parents  of  two  chil¬ 
dren,  Ethel  M.  and  Carrie  B.  They  resided  in 
Laona  Township  until  February  18,  1886,  at  which 
time  they  removed  to  Creighton,  Neb.,  and  there 
ho  was  engaged  in  the  combined  occupation  of 
farmer  and  liveryman  at  the  time  of  his  death,  Oc¬ 
tober  8,  1889.  The  daughter  Lettie  resides  with 
!  her  mother.  She  was  given  a  good  education  in 
|  the  schools  of  Laona  and  Durand  Townships,  in 
|  which  places  she  has  taught  twenty  terms. 
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In  political  matters,  Mr.  Smith  voted  with  the 
Republican  party  until  1876,  and  afterward  cast 
his  ballot  for  the  man  whom  he  considered  would 
best  fill  the  office,  regardless  ,of  party  ties.  In 
township  affairs,  he  was  very  popular  and  was  made 
the  recipient  of  all  positions  within  the  power  of  the 
people  to  bestow,  including  the  office  of  Supervisor 
which  he  held  a  number  of  years.  lie  took  an  in¬ 
terest  in  public  improvements  of  the  county,  and 
in  the  leading  topics  of  the  times,  and  received 
from  liis  fellow-citizens  the  respect  to  which  his 
virtues  entitled  him.  o 


jkA  ICHAEL  JOYCE  (deceased).  Nature 
//M|  seems  to  have  intended  Mr*  Joyce  for  a 
j  L.  m  long  and  more  than  ordinarily  useful  life, 
i  .  but,  alas  for  human  hopes  and  expecta¬ 
tions,  when  but  little  past  the  prime  of  life  his 
career  was  closed  forever.  Of  great  energy  and 
much  ability,  he  was  not  long  in  securing  a  com¬ 
fortable  home,  and  in  every  way  he  was  a  most 
worthy,  man,  a  kind  father  and  a  considerate  hus¬ 
band. 

Lika  most  of  the  residents  of  Rockford,  Mr* 
Joyce  was  of  foreign  nativity,  bom  in  County 
Tipperary,  Ireland,  in  1836,  and  he  was  but  a  small 
boy  when  his  parents  and  the  family  emigrated  to 
the  States.  They:, settled  in  the  old  Bay  State. 
The  father,  John,,  .yttyjo,  was  also  a  native  of, 
County  Tipperary,  Ireland,  andiwas  a  tiller  of  the 
soil  all  his  life.  He  remain-, v.* '  with,  his  family 
in  Massachusetts  until  hr  the  ’50s,  when  he  went 
to  Wisconsin  and  there  continued  his  former 
occupation  in  Green  Countjr  until  his  death  on 
the  23d  of  December,  1875,  when  well  along  in 
years.  His  wife,  whose  maiu«n  name  was  Marga¬ 
ret  Burk,  died  one  week  later.  She. was  born  about 
the  same  time  and  in  the  same  county  as  her  hus¬ 
band.  All  their  lives  had  been  passed  as  devoted 
members  of  the  Catholic  Church,  and  they  were 
worthy  and  most  excellent  people.  They  were  the 
parents  of  two  sons  and  four  daughters,  the  sons 
now  deceased. 

After  he  grew  np,  our  subject  became  a  me¬ 


chanic,  and  when  his  parents  moved  to  Green 
County,  Wis.,  he  accompanied  them,  and  sub¬ 
sequently  was  married,  in  Janesville,  of  that  State, 
to  Miss  Maria  Torpey,  who  was  bom  in  Galway, 
Ireland,  August  15,  1844.  She  was  a  daughter  of 
John  and  Mary  (Cunningham)  Torpey,  natives  of 
County  Galway,  Ireland,  in  which  county  they 
were  married*  After  the  birth  of  three  children,  the 
parents  came  to  the  United  States,  early  in  the  ’50s, 
and  settled  in  New  York  State,  where  Mr.  Torpey 
was  engaged  as  a  section  boss  /on  a  railroad  in 
that  State.  A  few  years  later,  thly  moved  to  Mad¬ 
ison  County,  Wis.,  and  then  to  Footville,  of 
that  State,  'where  Mr*  Torpey  passed  the  closing 
scones  of  his  life,  his  death  occurring  in  January, 
1892,  when  eighty-two  years  of  ago.  lie  was  a 
healthy  and  well-preserved  man  almost  to  the  last*. 
I-Iis  wife  is  yet  living,  is  quite  well,  and  makes  her 
home  with  her  daughter,  Mrs,  Joyce,  in  Rockford. 
She  is  now  eighty  years  of  age  and  is  a  member  of 
the  Catholic  Church.  Her  husband  was  also  a 
member  of  that  church.  They  were  the  parents  of 
eiglil  chip.'d|en,four  sons  and  four  daughters,  all  of 
whom  gtyw  to  mature  years. 

Miehiiel  Joyce  remained  in  Wisconsin  a  short 
time  after  his  marriage,  and  in  1863  came 
to  Rockford,  Ill.  He  followed  his  trade  for  a 
number  of  years  and  about  1878  associated  him¬ 
self  with  James  Walsh  in  the  liquor  and  grocery 
businesaat  No.  201  South  Main  Street,  A  few  years 
later,  they  dissolved  partnership,  Mr.  Joyce  em¬ 
barking  in  business  on  his  own  account,  and  lm 
was  very  successful,  subsequently  purchasing  a 
large  business  house,  a  three-story  brick,  on  South 
Main  Street,  the  same  being  very  valuable  at  the 
present  time,  and  in  a  fine  location.  He  also  pur¬ 
chased  a  fine  residence  at  No.  1005  Third  Avenue. 
Failing  health  caused  him  to  retire  from  busTityS3 
in  1877,  and  on  the  18th  of  October,  1888,1b 
passed  away. 

After  his  death  the  business  was  taken  up  by 
his  sons,  Edward  and  John,  and  has  been  carried 
On  successfully  ever  since,  under  the  management 
of  the  wife  and  mother,  Mrs.  Joyce,  who  shows  de¬ 
cided  business  ability.  She  is  the  mother  of  thir¬ 
teen  children,  two  of  whom  are  deceased,  Isabella 
and  Lillian.  Those  living  ares  John  W.}  with 
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the  brother  in  the  business  left  by  the  father; 
Henry  M„,  now  of  Chicago;  Edward  P.,  in  the  bus¬ 
iness  loft  by  the  father;  Mary,  George  J.,  Frank 
M.,  Margaret  E.,  Agnes  E.;  Laura  C.,  Joseph  P., 
and  Gharles  B.,  all  but  one  at  home.  All  the  fam¬ 
ily  are  members  of  the  St.  James  Catholic  Church, 
and  the  father,  was  a  Domocrat  in  politics  while 
living.  j 


OTTO  CRON  WELL.  The  prosperous  merch¬ 
ant-tailoring  establishment  at  No.  810  South 
Main  Street,  Rockford,  has  boon  conducted 
by  Mr.  Cron  well  since  1887  and  tine  enterprise  is 
attended  with  marked  success.  The  proprietor  is  a 
first-class  practical  cutter  and  tailor,  and  the  gar¬ 
ments  produced  are  remarkable  for  their  elegance 
df  lit,  quality  and  durability.  He  is  perfectly 
honorable  in  all  his  dealings  and  treats  his  custom¬ 
ers  with  equity  and  fairness. 

Mr.  Cron  well  was  born  near  Sk'ano,  Sweden,  on 
the  28d  of  August,  1862,  and  passed  his  youth  in 
his  native  land.  In  1881,  he  emigrated  to  the 
United  States  with  his  brother  August,  and  during 
the  same  year  came  to  Rockford,  where  for  a  time 
he  was  engaged  with  a  mitten  company,  Later,  he 
filled  the  position  of  Superintendent,  for  the  glove 
and  mitten  department  of ‘the  Rockford  Mitten 
Company.  Subsequently,  ho  succeeded  his  brother, 
August  Cron  well,  who  is  now  on  Seventh  Street  in 
business  ns  a  merchant  tailor.  Another  brother,  C, 
Alfred,  who  was  the  first  of  the  family  to  come  to 
this  country,  is  a  mechanic  and  resides  in  Cali¬ 
fornia.  Two  other  brothers,  N.  Ivar  and  Barn- 
hardt  J.,  are  tailors  in  Chicago.  A  sister,  Ida  C,, 
wife  of  Nils  Nelson,  now  rosidos  ou  Fourth  Avenue, 
Rockford,  and  two  other  sisters,  Selma  and  Iiulda, 
are  also  residents  of  this  city.  There  is  one  sister 
in  Sweden,  Esther  N. 

The  parents  of  these  children,  Johan es  and 
Kjersti  (Pearson)  Cron  well,  are  now  residing  in 
their  native  country,  Sweden,  and  the  father  owns 
a  largo  shqomaking  establishment,  working  from 
four  to  five  hands  all  the  time.  Both  hold  mem¬ 
bership  in  the  Lutheran  Church. 

Otto  Cronwoll  chose  his  life  companion  in  the 


person  of  Miss  Mary  Rosiin,  a  native  of  Sweden, 
born  October  22, 1862.  She  came  to  this  country 
in  1882,  to  join  her  parents,  who  had  crossed  the 
ocean  sixteen  years  previously,  and  settled  with 
them  in  Byron,  Ogle  County,  Ill.  '  The  father  and 
mother  passed  away  in  that  county.  To  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Cron  well  have  been  born  three  interesting 
children:  Agnes  V.,  Rutli  A.  and  Martha.  Mr, 
Cronweli  and  his  wife  are  well  liked  by  all  acquain¬ 
ted  with  them  and  are  prominent  young  people  of 
the  city,  Both  are  members  of  the  Swedish  Mission 
Church.  In  politics,  our  subject  advocates  the 
principles  of  the  Prohibition  party.  I-Ie  has  made 
most  of  Ilia  property  since  coming  to  Rockford,  and, 
aside  from  his  business  on  Main  Street,  is  the  owner 
of  a  good  home  at  No.  1013  Kishwaukee  Street,  be¬ 
sides  other  property  on  Seventh  Street,  one  of  the 
leading  Swedish  business  streets  in  the  city. 

A  portrait  of  Mr.  Cronweli  is  presented  in  con¬ 
nection  with  this  sketch  of  his  life. 

UGUST  PETERSON,  one  of  the  self-made 
®jy|l  men  and  a  leading  citizen  of  Rockford, 

If  ife  was  born  in  Sweden  in  1854,  and  there 
(jjgjl  his  parents  spent  their  entire  lives,  pass¬ 
ing  away  when  about  sixty  years  of  age.  They 
were  both  members  of  the  Swedish  Lutheran 
Church,  Those  of  the  family  who  are  now  resi¬ 
dents  of  this  country  are  D.  R.,  whose  sketch  ap¬ 
pears  elsewhere  in  this  work  ;  G,  A.,  a  merchant  of 
Wakefield,  Ne^mid  Augusta  M.,  wife  of  F.  A. 
Wall,  a  contractofand  builder  of  Rockford. 

Our  subject  spent  his  early  life  in  his  native 
country,  but  when  a  lad  Of  fifteen  summers  bade 
good-bye  to  home  and  friends  and  crossed  the 
briny  deep,  sailing  from  Gottenburg  in  June,  1869. 
The  vessel  at  length  dropped  anchor  in  the  har¬ 
bor  of  New  York,  whence  Mr.  Peterson  came  to 
Chicago  and  afterward  to  Rockfoyd,  where  for 
some  time  he  attended  the  schools  in  this  place. 
After  attaining  to  mature  pais,  he  chose  as  a 
companion  and  helpmate  oii  lifC's  journey  Miss 
E.  Amanda  Johnson,  a  native  of  this  city  and 
a  daughter  of  S.  A.  Johnson,  whose  life  record  ap¬ 
pears  elsewhere  in  this  volume.  She  acquired  her 
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^  ...  t.h«  Rnnkford  spools  and  ia  an  an-  bore  the  respective  names  of  John. ,  Peter,  ^ William, 
complished  and  cultured  lady.  The  family  circle  James,  Mary,  Katie,  Anna  and  Sarah,  the  tw0  “““ 

numbers  Mr.  Peterson,  his  wife  and  three  children:  twins,  and  d.ed  at  an  advanced  age  m  Sussex 

Edna  B.  A.,  Both  E.  and  Eleanor.  C.  County.  Of  those  ohrtdren,  W.lham  tho  fathor  o 

Since  the  Contral  Furniture  Company  was  cstab-  our  subject,  was  bo®  December  31, 1788,  and  n 

llihecl  in  1879,  Mr.  Peterson  has  been  one  of  its  reaching  mature  years  chose;  the  occupation  of  a 

stockholders  and  for  the  past  three  years  has  been  farmer.  lie  served  six  months  in  the  War  of  1812, 

its  Secretary  and  Treasure^  A.  Johnson  being  being  stationed  at  Hoboken,  N.  J.  The  elder 

the  President.  One  bunded  and  twenty-five  men  Mr.  Rolason  resided  in  las  native  State  until 

find  employment  in  the  factory  which  is  located  his  decease,  which  occurred  Juno  2,  1886.  His 

on  Water  Power.  Other  intermits  also  engross  the  wife  survived  him  many  years,  passing  away  m 

attention  of  our  subject  for  five  years  he  was  a  1861.  They  were  both  members  of  the  Congrega- 
coramercial  traveler  and  in  that  way  Ms  seen  tional  Church,  in  which  denomination  the  father 
much  ■;>  this  country.  Ho  is  now  a  stockholder  in  was  an  Elder.  | 

"  the  Rockford  Chair  and  Furniture  Company,  the  The  original  of  this  sketch  was  one  in  a  family 

Rockford  Mantel  and  Furniture  Company  and  the  of  four  children,  his  brother  and  sisters  being  Asa, 
Star  Furniture  Company,  of  which  he  is  a  Director  who  died  in  Mansfield,  Pa.;  Maria,  who  married 
and  Treasurer.  He  is  likewise  a  member  of  the  Benjamin  Crain,  resides  in  Sussex  County,  N.  J.: 
Swedish  Building  and  Loan  Association.  During  and  Martha,  Mrs.  Henry  Colo,  who  passed  away  in 
the  twenty-three  years  of  his  residence  here,  he  the  above-named  State  and  county,  Horace  J,  - 


has  lived  a  life  that  has  won  him  the  respect  and  was  given  an  education  in  the  common  schools  and1 


esteem  of  all  and  gained  him  many  friends.  He 
has  proved '  a  valued  citizen  of  the  community  and 
one  who  has  taken  an  active  interest  in  all  that 
pertains  to  the  welfare  of  Rockford.  His  business 
■  career  has  been  a  successful  one,  and  as  the  result 


was  reared  to  the  occupation  of  a  farmer,  which 
business  he  has  followed  successfully  his  entire  life. 
January  1, 1853,  ho  was  married  to  Mary  Jane, 
daughter  of  John  and  Phoebe  Van  Sickle.  She  was 
born  in  Sussex  County,  N.  J.,  October  24,  1835, 


i  industrious  efforts,  lie  has  acquired  a  *  and  has  become  the  mother  of  five  children;  Ella, 
ietence.  born  April  5, 1854,  married  David  Place  and  makes 

her  home  in  Durand  where  she  has  a  family  of  two 

.^==^=4.  y  _  children,  Jesse  E.  and  Yida  ;  Ida  was  born  March 

^  14,  1 856 ;  Lillie,  born  Oet.  1 2, 1858,  married  Eugene 

Hoyt  and  is  the  mother  of  a  son,  Ralph  E. ;  John 

t  GRACE  J.  ROLASON,  who  is  classed  among  Y.  was  born  August  24,  1861,  and  Horace  B.,  Sep- 

the  well-to-do  agriculturists  of  Winnebago  tomber  12, 1865. 

County,  has  been  a  resident  here  since  De-  Mr.  Rolason  made  several  trips  to  the  West  be- 
cember,  1855.  A  native  of  New  Jersey,  he  fore  locating  here  and  in  1850  purchased  land  in 
was  born  April  27,  1827,  in  Sussex  County,  and  is  Richland  County,  Wis.,  which  he  sold  in  the  spring 
a  son  of  William  and  Eveline  (Corcellius)  Rolason.  of  1856  and  then  removed  to  Illinois,  passing  the 
The  Rolason  family  in  the  United  States  are  de-  winter  in  IPeeatonica.  In  the  spring,  ho  bought  one 
scended  from  Charles  Rolason,  who  came  to  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  land,  Which  he  Un- 
America  from  Liverpool,  England,  many  years  proved  and  resided  upon  until  May,  1881,  -;t  which 
ago.  That  gentleman  made  his  homo  in  Boston,  time  he  came  to  Durand.  His  first  possessions  in  this 
where  lie  was  married  and  reared  a  family  of  two  county  included  one  hundred  and  forty-three  , 
sons  and  one  daughter}  Isaiah,  Henry  and  Mary.  acres  adjoining  the  village,  to  which  he  has  "since 

Isaiah  Rolason,  the  grandfather  of  our  subject,  added  until  ho  is  now  the  piopriotor  of  an  estate 

was  a  farmer  and  a  patriot  ip  the  Revolutionary  including  twp  hundred  and  seven  ty-two  broad 
War,  He  reared  a  family  Of  eight  children  who  acres,  He  is  engt£$d  in  mixed  husbandry  and  by 


good  competence. 


portrait  and  biographical  record. 


1103 


a  proper  rotation  of  crops  reaps  a  handsome  in¬ 
come  from  the  soil.  ^ 

In  political  affairs,  our  subject  votes  with  the 
Republican  party,  although  he  is  in  full  sympathy 
with  the  temperance  movement.  Ho  has  held 
many  of  the  local  offices  and  socially  is  a  member 
of  Durand  Lodge  No.  302,  A.  F.  and  A.  M.  He  is 
connected  by  membership  with  the  Presbyterian 
Church,  in  which  body  he  is  an -active  worker. 

Mr.  Rolason,  in  company  with  his  sons,  is  inter¬ 
ested  in  breeding  Poland-China  hogs,  Jersey  and 
Durham  cattle  and  road  and  draft  horses  in  which 
they  are  meeting  with  more  than  ordinary  success. 


ERMON  THAYER.  This  gentleman,  who 
|lf)j  has  done  much  for  the  growth  and  devel- 


oprncnt  of  Winnebago  County,  is  at  pres- 
(|f|  out  residing  in  Rockford,  while  at  the  same 
time  lie  superintends  the  operation  of  his  farm  in 
Rockford  Township.  lie  has  made  his  home  in  the 
city  since  1855,  and  is  now  taking  his  ease,  so  far 
as  labor  for  sustenance  is  concerned. 

The  natal  day  of  our  subject  was  November  1.7, 
1829,  and  the  place  of  his  birth  Springfield,  Yt. 
His  father,  William  Thayer,  was  born  in  Rocking¬ 
ham,  Windham  County,  Vt.,  while  his  father,  who 
also  bore  the  name  of  William,  was;.a  native  of 
Taunton,  Mass. 

The  grandfather  of  ourjigjject  removed  from 
Taunton  to  Rockingham, “vxv,  in  1790,  where  ho 
purchased  a  tract  of  timber  land,  erected  a  log 
house  and  cleared  his  farm,  making  that  place  his 
homo  for  a  number  of  years,  pic  later  removed  to 
Springfield,  whore  he  established  a  tannery,  contin¬ 
uing  in  that  line  of  work  until  his  decease.  The 
old  homo  in  Rockingham  is  now  occupied  by  Mrs. 
Sarah  Albee,  a  sister  of  our  subject. 

William  Thayer,  Jr.,  learned  the  trade  of  a  tan¬ 
ner  and  currier  from  his  father,  which  he  prose¬ 
cuted  in  Springfield,  but  later,  in  1833,  voturned 
to  Rockingham  and  settled  on  the  old  homestead, 
where  he  engaged  in  farming  and  lived  until  his 
decease.  The  maiden  name  of  his  wife  was  Sarah 
Joslyn;  she  was  bom  in  Walpole,  N.  H,,  and  was 
a  daughtez^pf  Peter  and  Sarah  (Kidder)  Johnson. 


Our  subject  was  reared  and  educated  in  bis  na-  r 
live  State,  where  he  resided  until  1835,  at  which 
time  he  came  to  Winnebago  County,  and  com¬ 
menced^  life  'here  -working'  out  on  farms  by  the 
month.  Very  soon,  however,  he  was  enabled  to  pur¬ 
chase  property  of  his  own,  and  became  the  pos¬ 
sessor  of  forty  acres  in  Owen  Township.  Being  sin¬ 
gle,  he  did  not  locate  on  his  purchase,  and  two  years 
later  disposed  of  it,  and  in  1864  bought  a  farm 
of  two  hundred  and  fourteen  acres  on  sections 
3  and  4,  Rockford  Township,  upon  which  he  made 
bis  home  until  1884,  at  which  time  he  moved  into 
the  city.  He  later  purchased  an  adjoining  seventy--/  i, 
five  acres  in  Owen  Township. 

Miss  Harriet  Wkitiny  and  Hermon  Thayer  were 
united  in  marriage  October  18, 1866.  The  lady 
wa3  born  in  Rockingham,  Vt.,  August  6,  1831, 
where  also  her  father,  John  G-.  Whitiny,  was  born 
in  1808.  Her  grandfather,  who  also  bore. the  name 
of  John,  was,  it  is  believed,  a  native  of  Rocking¬ 
ham,  and  the  great-grandfather,  the  Rev.  Samuel 
Whitiny,  hailed  from  Taunton.  The  latter-named 
gentleman  was  a  minister  in  the  Congregational 
Church,  and  one  of  the  pioneers  of  Rockingham, 
where  he  was  pastor  of  the  church  of  that  denomina¬ 
tion.  The  maiden  name  of  his  wife,  the  great-grand 
mother  of  Mrs.  Thayer,  was  Goldsbury;  she  was 
a  native  of  England.  The  grandfather  was  reared 
and  educated  in  his  native  town,  and  was  a  farmer 
by  occupation;  he  died  when  a  young  man.  His 
wife,  who  before  her  marriage  was  Phebe  Locke, 
was  bora  in  the  same  town  as  w|i3  Mr.  Whitiny,  and 
was  the  daughter  of  Ebcnezer  Locke,  a  native  of 
Taunton,  and  one  of  the  early  pioneers  of  Rock¬ 
ingham,  where  ho  improved  and  resided  upon  a 
farm  until  lxis  decease.  The  father  of  Mrs.  Thayer 
learned  the  trade  of  a  shoemaker,  but  after  his 
marriage  purchased  a  farm  three-quarters  of  a  mile 
from  the  village  of  Saxton’s  River  and.  farmed  for 
two  or  three  years,  when  he  sold  and  located  upon 
the  old  homestead  which  he  inherited  from  Ins 
father,  where  he  sojourned  for  the  succeeding  ten 
or  twelve  years.  At  the  end  of  that  time,  dispos¬ 
ing  of  the  estate,  he  became  the  -proprietor  of  an¬ 
other  tract  of  land,  near  the  village  of  Saxton’s 
River,  and,  living  tlysre  a  few  years,  later  bought 
another  farm,  whic|f  he  occupied  until,  on  account* 


of  old  age,  he  sold.  He  now  resides,  with  his 
daughter,  Mrs.  Mary  Weston,  at  Upper  Meadowy 
in  the  Connecticut  River  Valley.  The  balden 
name  of  his  wife,  the  mother  of  Mrs;  Thayer,  was 
Harriet  Harlow;  she  was  born  in  Spjingfield,,yt. 
and  was  the  daughter  of  David  and  Betsey  (Stocker) 
Harlow.  She  died  in  1881,  and  Mr.  Whitin?  mar- 
ried  Crissana  Bailey. 

The  wife  of  our  subject  was  reared  and  educated 
>n  her  native  town,  and  later  attended  the  acad. 
emy  at  Saxton's  River.  She  commenced  teaching 
school  when  eighteen  years  of  age;  and  remained 
with  her  parents  until  Iter  marriage  in  186&  Two 
w- 

“jfT  ^'■T'mycr.  In  politics,  onr  subject 
custe  a  Republican  vote.  Mrs.  Thayer,  while  On  a 
r, sit  to  her  father  at  Upper  Meadows,  Conneetl- 
cut  Jbver,  Rockingham,  Vt,  passed  away  from 
this  life,  April  1,  185>2.  * 
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f  EVI  G;HAYWAE1>*  Agricultural  pursuits 
(jiff  Lave  formod  **>e obief  occupation  of  this 

StlT f  Tr  and  ti>0  ttttner  in 

which  he  hJls  taken  advantage  of  every  method 
,  and  idea  tending  towards  the  enhanced  value  of 
,  b?s  property  has  had  considerable  to  do  with  his 
;  Recess  in  life.  M,  Hayward  was  born  w  !! 

.  f^rVt,,  September  25,1844,  and  was  one  of 
fc'x  cMildrenborn  t0  Edwin  and  Lucy  A.  (Warner) 
iajward,  the  former  a  native  of  Horth  Bridge- 
jater,  Mass.,  and  the  latter  of  Cornwall,  Vt,  Mrs 

tT’:r"  Tere  Ban  and  EIiza  (Goodrtoh) 
^atjiu,-o*  Cornwall, Addison  County,  where  the 

fawer  of  our  subject  followed  farming  until  ids 

S  ho  o  rars  9tni  tito 

wuh  her  daughter  m  Chicago.  .Although  she  num. 
hers  seventy-four  years,  she .  Is  stiil  vigorous  and 
.  teghtmenWiy.  Mr.  Hayward's  paternal  grand-  I 

father  was  Asaph  Hayward,  of  Mbrtli  Bridgewater 
amlTT  he  followed  the  cabinot-makcrt  trade 

died  at  Weytadge,  Vt.,  when  about  ninety  reals 
age.  His  wife's  maiden  name  was  Polly  Drake 

TT“°?le  Saro°  Ptace' 

y  yeais  of  age  at  the  time  of  her  death. 


his  When  grandfather  Hayward  removed  from  Mu- 

tel  ‘  rild  *n  TT  1,0  went  I>o.viob.-.ok  and  car- 
ten  lied  too  tali  eighteflay  dock,  by  which  the  snn 

™  lose  And  sot  for  many  ye„m,  so  the  noighC 

r)’  Wte  “  rlv  “  i“1Uir6d  l,“>  "V  °f  «  man,  the 
tl  ,at.to‘!  f““’>  n°>»  »-»  a‘0  n«t  man  I  over  saw  oar- 
»■-  rying  Ms  own  movement"  This  old  relie  stM 
ornate.  Our  subject  hits  in  his  posscssio^ad  family  " 
record,  n  heather's  writing,  and  recordod  with  I 
u'  quill  pen. 

!!  ..  ’ri'“'“U.Wr  01  our  s"l,)<!ot  -followed  the  occnpa- 

o  HT  *  hb  mmomuktod  „ 

o  handsome  competency.  Ho  died  on  the  4th  of 
dune,  1854,  when  llfty-ono  yearn  of  ag»,  and  loft 

‘a  TTT  S!l  °W'ami’  thr“  sks  »nd 

i  I  m  C2-'  A2°'R’  Harriet  P., Hovi  G.,Wa 
I  A'>  Susan  M.,  all  now  living  hut 

e.teMi;  Ariel  ](„  who  died  in  Che  United  States 
“  T»,“»‘<ter  from  Roscoe.  Ho 
jas  m  the  Seventy-second  Illinois  Infantry,  served 

'  dT  ^1"*  W“  tok°"  8ick  Kith  »  J 

1  twlntfl-^  “te"  J“'y  2S’  I8M’  ,vl“,»  >*»t 
tweni ty-hve  yearn  of  age.  The  mother  of  these 

f  liTT  WC5t  fr0'”  Ve™0nt  <“  «“  f“"  of 

i8  5’  on  Sl^y  acres  in  section  3,  Roscoe 

acre  ^lnaeka£°  County,  a,Kl  vaia  m  pei. 
ncic  for  this.  He,-  oldest  son  was  then  fifteen 
years  of  ago,  and  she  took  particular  p«ins  to  give 

in^thZ  Try  f vmias* for  a”  w,n*«0»» 

a?  m,CS  And  coIleS°9’  As  before 
/  k0Uf>(lj  tbc  eldesfc  son  was  in  the  Civil  War, 
leaving  Beloit  College  to  enlist.  The  homo  place 
is  now  occupied  by  Miner  W.  P 

■  ******  Was  ftlso  iH  «w  Beloit  College 
mn  ns  elde^rother  enlisted,  and  he  was  left  to 
take  charge  of  the  farm.  Since  then  agricultural 
pinsmte  have  im,  hia  ehosen  C(llIing  and  he  ]m 

-«  Comwad,  \  t.s  Jfwh  10, 1868,  to  Miss  Sarah  J. 

;  ^i?*„P,,W,h  dicd  Whcn  ™s  a  child. 

stead  yWm>d  C0“fclm,ea  on  «»  home, 

stead  f°r  yearej  ftnd  thon  pureha8e<3(  ft  fann  f 

farm  lundi‘et]  ftnd  tiurty.two  acres  adjoining  that 
farm,  paying  $50  per  acre  for  it,  but  going  hr  debt 

IT of  th,°  1,y  -'lid,,!;! 

they  soon  paid  off  the  indebtedness,  and  now  own 
seme  e,ty  property.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hayward  ,M 
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members  of  the  Congregational  Church  of  Beloit, 
in  which  he  has  been  Deacon  for  eleven  years,  and, 
in  politics,  he  is  a  stanch  Republican,  Tq  their 
marriage  have  been  born  four  children,  two  sons 
and  two  daughters:  L.  Grace,  Edwin  B,, Henry H., 
and  Ruth  P.  The  eldest  child  is  a  Sophomore  iu 
Mt.  Holyoke  (.Mass.)  College,  and  the  remainder 
are  at  home.. 


ZENO  A.  CAMPBELL.  Although  our  sub¬ 
ject  has  passed  to  the  land  beyond,  he  is 
remembered  by  the  citizens  of  Pecatonica 
Township,  Winnebago  County,  as  a  man  of  a  pro¬ 
gressive  and  enterprising  spirit,  as  well  as  a  promi- 


they  are  the  parents  of  two  children,, David  M.  and 
Jeanie. 

In  politics,  Mr;  Campbell  was  a  strong  Repub¬ 
lican,  and  held  many  positions  of  trust  among  his 
fellow-townsmen.  He  was  a  general  farmer  by  oc¬ 
cupation,  making  a  specialty  of  stock-raising  and 
keeping  on  his  place  some  splendid  animals.  In 
his  agricultural  operation,  he  introduced  modern 
methods,  and  the  latest  improved  machinery,  hence 
sucecss  rewarded  his  efforts.  Socially,  he  was  a 
member  of  the  Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen 
and  enjoyed  the  acquaintance  of  the  best  citizens 
of  Pecatonica  Township. 

In  connection  with  this  sketch  of  the  life  of  Mr. 
Campbell,  we  present  his  portrait  to  our  readers. 


uont  farmer  and  stock-raiser  of  that  section.  His 
death  October  81, 1891,  was  deeply  mourned  by 
those  among  whom  he  had  lived  and  labored  dur¬ 
ing  his  entire  active  life. 

A  native  of  this  county,  our  subject  was  born 
January  l£;.  18.48,  and  was  therefore  still  in  life’s 
prime  whek  Iris  death  occurred.  His  father,  who 
was  bom  in  1812,  is  still  living;  his  mother,  whoso 
birth  took  place  February  10,  1820,  passed  from 
the  scenes  of  earth  October  31,  1891.  Their  fam¬ 
ily  numbered  four  children,  namely;  Zeno  A.,  Ade¬ 
line  A.,  Arba  Z.  and  Louis; 

After  passing  iris  boyhood  days  in  much  the 
usual  manner  of  farmer  lads  amid  rural  scenes,  al¬ 
ternating  study  in  the  pioneer  schools  with  work 
at  homo,  Mr.  Campbell  was  married,  December 
29,  1864,  to  Miss  Kate  C.  Hulse.  This  lady  was 
born  in  Rock  Run  Township,  Stephenson  County, 
111.,  February  20, 1842,  and  is  a  daughter  of  Henry 
and  Susan  (Glynn)  IIulsc.  Her  father  was  born 
in  1818,  and  dopavtod  this  life  in  Iowa,  in  1848; 
her  mother  is  still  living.  For  further  particulars 
in  regard  to  their  lives,  we  refer  the  reader  to  the 
sketch  of  Joshua  Hulse,  found  on  anothcripage  of 
this  volume. 

Three  children  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Camp¬ 
bell,'  of  whom  tho  following  may  bo  mentioned: 
Walton  H.,  bom  in  Winnebago  County,  December 
26,  1866;  Morton  D.,  bom  ij[)ot©bor  9,  1876;  and 
Vida,  June  15,  1883.  The  eldest  son  was  married 
to  Miss  Nellie,  daughter  of  David  Mitchell,  und 


T.  TORBERT,  a  retired  farmer  residing 
in  Rockford,  claims  Pennsylvania  as  the 
State  of  his  nativity.  He  was  born  in 
Bucks  County,  not  far  from  Philadelphia, 
in  1884,  and  is  one  of  seven  children,  five  of 
whom  are  yet  living.  The  parents  were  James  and 
Mary  S.  (Simpson)  Torbort,  who  spent  their  entire 
lives  in  Bucks  County,  their  native  place.  Both 
were  members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  in  which 
Mr,  Torbert  served  as  Elder  for  some  years.  Ills 
wife  was  a  member  of  tho  Simpson  family,  from 
which  U.  S.  Grant  was  descended.  The  grandfather, 
James  Torbert,  Sr.,  was  a  nativo  of  Bucks  County, 
and  was  of  Scotch  lineage.  He  married  a  Miss 
McNair,  who  was  similarly  descended,  and  both 
died  in  the  Keystone  State,  when  well  advanced  in 
years.  They,  too,  were  adherents  of  the  Presby¬ 
terian  Church. 

Our  subject  is  tho  only  member  of  the  family  re¬ 
siding  in  Illinois.  The  days  of  his  boyhood  were 
spent  under  the  paternal  roof  and  in  attendance 
at  the  public  schools,  and  when  a  young  man  he 
emigrated  Westward,  to  try  his  fortune  upon  the 
broad  prairies  of  Illinois.  He  located  in  Ogle 
County,  and  in  Rockford  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Jane  E.  St.  John,  who  was  bom  in  ('.New 
York,  and  came  with  her  parents  to  this  State  in 
1855.  Her  father,  L.  St.  John,  who  was  a  success¬ 
ful  farmer,  is  now  deceased.  His  wife,  whose 
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maiden  name  was  Mary  A.  Pollock,  died  in 
Winnebago,  at  about  the  age  of  seventy-eight 
years.  She  was  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Church 
and  the  mother  of  four  children  :  Mrs..  Torbert  of 
this  sketch;  James,  who  is  married  and  follows 
farming  in  Rockford  Township;  Mrs.  Annie  Molten, 
of  Winnebago  County;  and  Mary,  who  resides  in 
this  county. 

Four  children  have  also  graced  the  union  of  our 
subject  anti  his  wife  :  Efitie,  wife  of  William  Som¬ 
mers,  who  is  operating  the  Torbert  homestead  in 
Ogle  County;  Mary,  wife  of  Walter  Howland,  of 
Rockford;  Belle,  wife  of  John  Delbridge,  a  farmer 
of  De  Kalb  County,  III.;  and  Edith,  at  home. 

Mr.  Torbert  has  been  a  resident  of  Illinois  since 
1855.  He  resided  in  Winnebago  for  some  years 
„  and  then  removed  to  Ogle  County,  where  he-jiur- 
ehased  his  first  land  in  Dement  Township.  From 
a  humble  position  he  lias  worked  his  way  upward 
to  one  of  affluence.  By  his  industry  and  enter-  ; 
prise  he  placed  his  land  under  a  high  state  of  cul¬ 
tivation,  thus  making  it  very  valuable,  and  in  con¬ 
nection  with  general  farming  he  engaged  in*  the 
breeding  of  Norman  horses.  He  is  now  a  member 
of  the  Creston  Horse  Company,  which  owns  some 
fine  Normans,  and  ho  yet  has  in  hist), possession 
some  five  hundred  acres  of  valuable  laud  in  Ogle 
County,  which  yields  him  a  good  income.  Re¬ 
cently,  he  came  to  Rockford,  and  now  resides  at 
his  beautiful  home  on  West  State  Street,  enjoying 
the  rest  which  he  has  so  truly  earned  and  richly 
deserves. 

Wj1  AMES,  0.  GREGORY,  a  retired  hardware 

III  merchant  of  Rockford,  is  a  native  of  Dela- 
^  II  ware  County,  N.  Y.  He  was  bom  in  182i, 
and  was  the  fourth  in  a  family  of  six  sons 
and  three  daughters,  but  he  and  Jeliiel,  a  retired 
druggist  of  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  are  the  only  two 
brothers  now  living.  The  parents  were  Aaron  and 
Mary  (Bailey)  Gregory,  the  former  a  native  of  the 
Empire  State,  and  the  latter  of  Connecticut.  The 
grandfather,  Abijah  Gregory,  was  bora  in  Con¬ 
necticut  and  was  of  English  descent.  He  married 
Miss  Mollie  Thorp  and  afterward  removed  to  New  | 


York,  where  he  died  at  an  advance  age.  His  wife 
survived  him  some  years  and  passed  away  at  the 
age  Of  eighty-seven.  Both  were  members  of  tho 
Baptist  Church, 

1  The  father  of  our  subject  was  a  farmer  in  early 
life  and  afterwards  carried  on  business  in  Now 
York  City  as  a  butter,  commission  merchant.  In 
1842,  he  emigrated  to  Illinois,  whither  his  sons  had 
come  the  year  previous,  and  located  in  Harlem 
Township.  During  the  succeeding  summer,  he  was 
accidentally  killed  while  trying  to  stoj>&  run-away 
team.  He  was  then  fifty-three  years  of  age;'  His 
wife  survived  him  some  nineteen  years  and  died  in 
Roscoo,  Ill.,  at  the  age  of  seventy-two.  They  held 
membership  with  the  Methodist  Church  and  were 
a  worthy  and  respected  couple. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  spent  his  boyhood 
days  upon  his  father’s  farm  in  Delaware  and  Ulster 
Counties,  N.  Y.,  and  was  subsequently  employed 
for  three  years  as  a  salesman.  He  first  came  to 
Winnebago  Comity  when  eighteen  years  of  age, 
with  his  brother  Harvey.  They  entored  land  from 
the  Government  in  Harlem  Township,  built  a  small 
log  cabin  and  began  to  make  improvements,  subse¬ 
quently  converting  it  into  a  fine  farm.  In  1868,  how¬ 
ever,  our  subject  abandoned  agriculture  and  with 
two  brothers-in-law,  John  and  Charles  Greenlee, 
purchased  a  stock  of  goods  and  established  a  hard¬ 
ware  store  in  Belvidere,  under  the  firm  name  of 
Greenlee  Brothers  Co.  They  continued  business 
Wil  1871,  when  Mr.  Gregory  sold  out  and  the  fol¬ 
lowing  year  came  to  Rockford.  In  1873,  he  began 
business  as  a  hardware  merchant  o'  this  city  on 
West  State  Street,  where  he  carried  on  operations 
for  twelve  years,  when  he  was  succeeded  by  Mr. 
Van  Arnhem,  an  old  settler,  still  engaged  in  that 
trade.  Mr.  Gregory  is  now  a  stockholder,  and  was 
formerly  a  Director,  of  the  Rockford  Woolen  Mills; 
lie  also  owned  stock  in  tho  Rockford  Watch  Com¬ 
pany  and  was  one  of  tho  promoters  of  tho  Chicago 
<fc  Iowa  Railroad,  now  owned  by  the  Chicago,  Bur¬ 
lington  &  Quincy  . Railroad,  but  docs  not  now  own 
stock  in  that  enterprise. 

Mr.  Gregory  was  married  in  this  county  to  Miss 
Janet  Greenlee,  a  native  of  Argyleshire,  Scotland, 
born  near  Campbolltown,  in  1832.  She  is  a  daugh¬ 
ter  of  John  Greenlee,  who  was  bom  at  Kintyrc, 
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Argyleshire.  The  grandfather,  George  Greenlee, 
spent  his  entire  life  on  a  farm  in  that  county  and 
died  at  the  age  of  eighty  years.  His  father,  John 
Greenlee,  reached  the  advanced  age  of  ninety 
years.  The  family  was  one  of  prominence  and  had 
the  coat  of  arms  of  a  baron.  In  the  fifteenth  cen¬ 
tury,  the  ancestors  emigrated  from  Prance  to  Scot¬ 
land,  and  there  became  Presbyterians.  John  Green¬ 
lee  was  the  only  son  in  a  family  of  five  children. 
He  became  a  well-informed  man  and  throughout 
his  life  followed  farming.  He  married  Miss  Helen 
Brown,  of  the  same  county,  and  after  the  birth  of 
most  of  their  children  they  emigrated  to  America, 
in  1880,  sailing  from  Liverpool  to  New  York. 
They  came  to  Illinois  and  purchased  unbroken 
land,  on  the  dividing  line  between  Winnebago  and 
Boone  Counties,  in  Caledonia  Township.  Mr. 
Greenlee  built  a  log  cabin  and  became  the  founder 
of  the  Scotch  settlement  iu  this  community.  1-Ie 
was  very  prominent  in  public  affairs  and  proved 
himself  a  valued  and  highly-respected  citizen.  I-Io 
did  much  for  the  development  and  upbuilding  of 
the  comity  and  well  deserves  mention  in  this 
volume.  He  and  his  wife  were  among  the  foun¬ 
ders,  and  were  charter  members,  of  the  Willow  Creek 
Presbyterian  Church.  Mr.  Greenlee  was  an  Aboli¬ 
tionist  and  a  Republican  and  took  an  active  part 
in  political  affairs,  but  never  sought  preferment  for 
himself.  Ilis  high  Christian  character  and  sterling 
worth  won  him  the  love  of  all.  He  died  December 
80,  ,1883,  at  the  age  of  ninety. one  years  and  four 
months,  leaving  a  host  of  friends.  His  wife  died 
in  March,  1865,  at  an  advanced  ago. 

Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gregory  have  been  born 
five  children,  but  two  are  now  deceased.  John,  a 
promising  young  man,  was  employed  as  a  com¬ 
mercial  traveler  for  a  largo  wholesale  house  in 
Chicago  at,  the  time  of  his  death;  Mary  died 
in  childhood;  Helen  M.  is  a  graduate  of  the  Rook, 
ford  Seminary;  Wilbur  J.,  a  graduate  of  the  Rock¬ 
ford  High  School,  and  also  of  the  classical  de¬ 
partment  of  the  Michigan  State  University,  was 
Cashier  of  a  bank  in  Arapahoe,  Nob.,  for  four  yearn 
and  is  now  Cashier  of  the  Manistee  County  Sav¬ 
ings  Bank  of  Manistee,  Mich.;  Elizabeth  Greenlee, 
the  youngest,  a  graduate  of  the  Musical  Con¬ 
servatory  of  Rockford,  is  now  engaged  in  teach¬ 


ing  music.  The  Gregory  family  is  one  prominent 
in  social  oiroles,  and  the  young  people  take  quite 
an  active  part  in  society  matters.  The  parents  are 
•  both  members  of  the  Court  Street  Methodist 
Church,  and  in  politics,  Mr.  Gregory  is  a  Republi¬ 
can.  They  reside  at  their  pleasant  home  at  No. 
60.1  North  Horsinan.  Street,  and  are  highly  es¬ 
teemed  people  of  this  city. 


VILLIAM  A.  BOYD,  M.  D.  This  gentle¬ 
man,  who  stands  high  in  the  professional 
and  social  circles  of  Winnebago  County,  is 
at  present  residing  in  Rockford,  where  he  is  held  in 
bigli  esteem  by  all  who  know  him.  He  was  born 
in  Linlithgowshire,  Scotland,  December  11,  1841, 
and  is  the  son  of  John  Boyd,  who  was  also  bora  in 
that  shire,  as  was  his  father,  John  Boyd,  Sr.  The 
latter-named  gentleman  was  a  descendant  of  Lord 
Boyd,  of  Kilmarnock,  who  espoused  the  cause  of 
Charles  Stuart,  in  consequence  of  which  his  estate 
was  confiscated  and  he  was  beheaded. 

The  grandfather  of  our  subject  was  a  farmer  and 
spent  his  entire  life  in  Scotland.  The  maiden  name 
of  his  wife  was  Janet  Ellen  Boyd,  who  although 
bearing  the  same  name  was  no  relation;  she  de¬ 
parted  this  life  in  Scotland.  John  Boyd,  Jr., 
learned  the  trade  of  a  shoemaker,  which  business  he 
carried  on  for  upwards  of  forty  years,  spending  his 
entire  life  in  his  native  land.  In  1839,  he  em¬ 
barked  on  a  vessel  bound  for  America,  which  was 
wrecked  and  eighty  lives  lost;  he  never  attempted 
the  voyage  again.  The  maiden  name  of  the  mother 
of  our  subject  was  Janet  Allan ;  she  was  born  in 
the  same  shire  in  Scotland  as  was  her  husband, 
and  there  spent  her  last  days.  She  was  the  daugh¬ 
ter  of  John  and  Janet  Allan  and  bore  her  husband 
the  following  seven  children:  Margaret,  John, 
Janet,  George,  William,  Marion  and  Mary.  Of 
these,  Janet,  George,  William  and  Mary  came  to 
America.  L' 

William  A.  Boyd  of  this  sketch  was  reared  in 
his  native  shire  and  remained  with  his  parents  un¬ 
til  reaching  his  eighteenth  year,  when,  March  27, 
1861,  he  set  sail  from  Liverpool  on  the  steamer 
“City  of  Edinboro”  and  landed  in  New  York  the 
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Argyllshire.  The  grandfather, 'George  Greenlee, 
spent  his  entire  life  on  a  farm  in  that  county  and 
died  at  the  age  of  eighty  years.  His  father,  John 
Greenlee,  reached  the  advanced  age  of  ninety 
years.  The  family  was  one  of  prominence  and  had 
the  coat  of  arms  of  a  baron.  In  tho  fifteenth  cen¬ 
tury,  tho  ancestors  emigrated  from  France  to  Scot¬ 
land,  and  there  became  Presbyterians,  John  Green¬ 
lee  was  the  only  son  in  a  family  of  five  children. 
He  became  a  well-informed  man  and  throughout 
his  life  followed  farming.  He  married  Miss  Helen 
Brown,  of  the  same  county,  and  after  the  birth  of 
most  of  their  children  they  emigrated  to  America, 
in  1886,  sailing  from  Liverpool  to  New  York. 
They  came  to  Illinois  and  purchased  unbroken 
land  on  the  dividing  line  between  Winnebago  and 
Boone  Counties,  in  Caledonia  Township.  Mr. 
Greenlee  built  a  log  cabin  and  became  the  founder 
of  the  Scotch  settlement  hi?  this  community.  He 
was  very  prominent  in  public  affairs  and  proved 
himself  a  valued  and  highly-respected  citizen.  Ho 
did  much  for  the  development  and  upbuilding  of 
the  county  and  well  deserves  mention  in  this 
volume.  He  and  his  wife  were  among  tho  foun¬ 
ders,  and  were  charter  members,  of  the  Willow  Creek 
Presbyterian  Church.  Mr.  Greenlee  was  an  Aboli¬ 
tionist  and  a  Republican  and  took  an  active  part 
in  political  affairs,  but  never  sought  preferment  for 
himself.  Iiis  high  Christian  character  and  sterling 
worth  won  him  the  love  of  all.  He  died  December 
80,  ,1883,  at  the  age  of  ninety-one  years  and  four 
months,  leaving  a  host  of  friends.  Iiis  wife  died 
in  March,  1865,  at  an  advanced  ago. 

Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gregory  have  been  born 
five  children,  but  two  are  now  deceased.  John,  a 
promising  young  man,  was  employed  as  a  com¬ 
mercial  traveler  for  a  large  wholesale  house  in 
Chicago  at  the  time  of  his  death;  Mary  died 
in  childhood;  Helen  M.  is  a  graduate  of  the  Roote* 
ford  Seminary;  Wilbur  J.,  a  graduate  of  the  Rock¬ 
ford  High  School,  and  also  of  tho  classical  de¬ 
partment  of  the  Michigan  State  University,  was 
Cashiorof  a  bank  in  Arapahoe,  Nob.,  for  four  yearn 
and  is  now  Cashier  of  the  Manisteo  County  Sav¬ 
ings  Bank  of  Manisteo,  Mieh.;  Elizabeth  Greenlee, 
tho  youngest,  a  graduate  of  the  Musical  Con¬ 
servatory  of  Rockford,  is  now  engaged  in  teach¬ 


ing  music.  The  Gregory  family  is  one  prominent 
in  social  circles,  and  the  young  people  take  quite 
an  active  part  in  society  matters.  The  parents  are 
both  members  of  the  Court  Street  Methodist 
Church,  and  in  politics,  Mr.  Gregory  is  a  Republi¬ 
can.  They  reside  at  their  pleasant  home  at  No. 
601  North  Horsman  Street,  and  are  highly  es¬ 
teemed  people  of  this  city. 


VILLIAM  A.  BOYD,  M.  D.  This  gentle¬ 
man,  who  stands  high  in  the  professional 
and  social  circles  of  Winnebago  County,  is 
at  present  residing  in  Rockford,  where  he  is  held  in 
high  esteem  by  all  who  know  him.  He  was  born 
in  Linlithgowshire,  Scotland,  December  11,1841, 
and  is  the  son  of  John  Boyd,  who  was  also  bom  in 
that  shire,  as  was  his  father,  John  Boyd,  Sr.  The 
latter-named  gentleman  was  a  descendant  of  Lord 
Boyd,  of  Kilmarnock,  who  espoused  the  cause  of 
Charles  Stuart,  in  consequence  of  which  his  estate 
was  confiscated  and  he  was  beheaded. 

The  grandfather  of  our  subject  was  a  farmer  and 
spent  his  entire  life  in  Scotland.  The  maiden  name 
of  his  wife  was  Janet  Ellen  Boyd,  who  although 
bearing  the  same  name  was  no  relation;  she  de¬ 
parted  this  life  in  Scotland.  John  Boyd,  Jr., 
learned  the  trade  of  a  shoemaker,  which  business  he 
carried  on  for  upwards  of  forty  years,  spending  his 
entire  life  in  his  native  land.  In  1839,  he  em¬ 
barked  on  a  vessel  bound  for  America,  which  was 
wrecked  and  eighty  lives  lost;  ho  never  attempted 
the  voyage  again.  The  maiden  name  of  the  mother 
of  our  subject  was  Janet  Allan ;  she  was  born  in 
the  same  shire  in  Scotland  as  was  her  husband, 
and  there  spent  her  last  days.  She  was  the  daugh¬ 
ter  of  John  and  Janet  Allan  and  bore  her  husband 
the  following  seven  children:  Margaret,  John, 
Janet,  George,  William,  Marion  and  Mary.  Of 
these,  Janet,  George,  William  and  Mary  came  to 
America.  L"' 

William  A.  Boyd  of  this  sketch  was  reared  in 
his  native  shire  and  remained  with  his  parents  un¬ 
til  reaching  his  eighteenth  year,  when,  March  27, 
1861,  he  set  sail  from  Liverpool  on  the  steamer 
“City  of  Ed  in  boro  ”  and  landed  in  Ne  w  York  the 


following-  month.  He  remained  in  Brooklyn  six 
weeks,  then  came  West  to  Wisconsin,  where  his 
uncles,  McNair,  James  and  Thomas  Boyd,  resided,  i 
He  worked  for  the  former-named  gentleman  until 
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- stummuHn  until 

October,  whenhe  enlisted  for  three  years  in  the 
Bxrst  Wisconsin  Infantry.  Among  the  important 
batt  es  m  winch  he  was  engaged  were  Stone  River. 
Uuckamauga,  and  all  the  engagements  of  the 
■lonrteentH  Army  Corps,  op  to  and  including  the 
siege  and  capture  of  Atlanta,  He  was  ■  appointed 
Oi derly-Sergeant  in  1864,  and  was  honorably  dis- 
charged  at  the  expiration  of  his  term  of  service 
when  he  returned  to  Milwaukee  and  attended 
school  for  three  months.  January  80,  1865,  how- 
St2w^IiSted{“  the  WtoHi  Beglment  United  ! 


Brooklyn  six  the  present  time  Health  CompiiiSher  oMfetfT' 


until  January  80, 1866.  1  oiVOIit<>  l>e  a  Mugwump  is  to  prefer  honest 

Ai  f  kiv  .  VCStliTftf.lAn  t  .  i  . 


until  January  80,  18e6; . . 

iUhecta  of  the .Civil  War,  the  original  of  tu, 
,„0d  to'his  ^ 

Wd  two  yon  amid  the  Samoa  of  his  boyhood 

tuac  to  h®  ?,  **®  Conld  S“™  ’»“■  to>«e  and  for. 

teratad  to”  f  **  do. 

Wo”  a  h!  “ succcss  of  Ws  W*  in  «»  »» 
Woild.  He  was  appointed  lelteMarricr,  „„d  „on 

tmoed  in  the  service  of  the  Government  in  differ- 

<mt  departments  for  ten  yearn,  d„,,„g  that  ttao 

of’i~  *°  ‘h°  if8®011  »f  S»l*tetendent 

.  !  ,  He  ™>Saed  that  olllee  i„  ms  in 

outer  to  devote  his  time  and  attention  to  theslody 

of^dm.ne.rtheinghisdesitotoheeonmaphy! 

SM»  »*r  a. 


Ij.  *«  mmj  luuumncnt  of 

the  position  of  President  of  the  Burns  Club. 

In  regard  to  the  Doctor’s  politics,  we  extract  the 

"r  iulurvto,r  PoK^’-il  the 
6We.  •Wosu'.Ialn.notaBohioeraf' said  Dr 
Boyd  to  the  reporter.  "I  have  a  liking  f0l.  g,, 

™nted  fSn"T  °W'  ite|,uMic'l“  «on*  In. 

vented  foi  us  tat  year.  I  think  1  am  a  Mugwump 
m  pehtus,  medicine,  and  religion.  If  in  polttta  to 
be  a. Mugwump  is  to  prefer  principle  above  party 
and  integrity  of  character  rather  than  politick 
S”'  !’  ,‘h”n  1“  *  politiral  Mugwump.  If  in 


instruction  of  Dr  Willis  nnrtf\  h  T  imc  or  tfie  for  about  t 

.  «nd  in  the  fal,  ouTlf  1“' I  W-  He 


Boyd  was  married  to  MaryA^amon^L 

gTrT/"  '!  mm'Xr  °f  ^“s  Ho.  i 

?nr?“^5ss 

A.I.&A.M.,  Winnebago  Chapter  No  Tl  i 

Crusader  Commandcry  Ho.  17, 


.  . . .  40  ^  picicr  nonest  m~ 

™‘  ““i aenblnatons.and  that  whiol. 
aoea  to  the  making  of  letter  men  and  women 
then  I  am  a  Mugwump;  and  in  inndioino,  if  to  ho 

fofteeW1T/’-!!‘'>Prator  «»»  to  bo 

to  ti  e  host  interest  of  the  patient  without  stop- 

P1»„  to  nuimre  to  what  school  it  belongs,  then  ram 

a  Mugwump  ij*  medicine,” 


Wb0  roPl,cseate  the 
Ifl  Bfmkford  Painting  and  Decorating  Co.  of 
I  *  f  o.  m  $ollt]l  Third  Street,^  £llow^L 

this  business  for  the  past  three  years 
mm  It/T  If  WflS  *Scoi^  of.  that  com- 


^  IIC  caino  40  Bockford  in  IS^Tforite 

bt«re“t~ 

rfsiCtoLraeirrwi^ 

Mr  A imena,  t!,e  promiaont  State  Stiict  paTtel 
Axel  Dahlquist  was  horn  in  Wester  Gotl  and 

IZl  13  f  ”nt  10  Stookbolra  to  serve 
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August,  1872.  Ho  was  then  a  single  man,  and  the 
(U’Sfc  of  his  family  to  come  to  America.  His  par¬ 
ents,  Adam  and  Eve  Dahlquist,  died  in  Sweden, 
both  when  about  sixty-seven  years  of  age.  They 
had  been  members  of  the  Lutheran  Church  for 
many  years.  A  son  and  daughter  of  this  worthy 
couple  were  brought  to  this  country  by  our  subject, 
and  the  former,  A.  T.  Dahlquist,  is  now  a  photo¬ 
grapher  of  Duluth,  Minn.  The  daughter,  Minnie, 
married  Frank  Long,  and  now  resides  in  Rockford. 

Our  subject  was  married,  in  1873,  to  Miss  Lotta 
Bargo,  a  native  of  North  Land,  Sweden,  born  De¬ 
cember  12,  1845;  She  was  loft  fatherless  when 
young,  but  her  mother  is  still  living  and  is  the 
wife  of  Thoityas  Hayes,  whom,  she  married  in  Chi¬ 
cago,  III.  The  father  was  a  sailor,  and  died  Of 
cholera  in  Southern  waters.  Children  have  been 
denied  Mr.  and  Mrs,  Dahlquist,  but  they  have 
adopted  two:  Gus,  who  is  at  home,  and  a  carver 
by  trade,  and  May  M.,  a  bright  little  girl  of  eight. 
Mrs.  Dahlquist  is  a  devout  member  of  the  Swedish 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  Mr.  Dahlquist  is  a 
sound  Democrat  in  polities.  1-Ie  is  also  a  member 
of  the  Ardent  Free  &  Accepted  Masons,  and  of 
the  Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen,  and  the 
Select  Knights.  '  I 


G,  GORGE  A.  PJBTTENGI LL,  deceased,  a  prom- 
,  inent  fanner  for  many  years  of  Durand 
j  Township,  Winnebago  County,  held  an  im¬ 
portant  place  among  the  business  men  of  his  sec¬ 
tion  and  materially  aided  in  placing  it  on  a  sound 
financial  basis.  Ho  was  born  in  Buffalo,  N.  T., 
August  19,  1820,  and  was  the  son  of  James  and 
Betsey  Pettengill,  for  a  further  sketch  of  whom 
the  reader  is  referred  to  the  biography  of  John  F. 
Pettengill. 

In  the  fall  of  1837,  our  subject  followed  the  tide 
of  emigration  toward  the  Mississippi  Valley,  and 
carno  alone  to  Chicago,  being  the  first  member  of 
the  family  circle  who  came  West.  After  spending 
the  winter  in  Chicago,  ho  proceeded  thence  to  the 
Fox  River,  where  lie  was  employed  during  the 
summer  of  1838.  His  noxt  removal  was  to  Du¬ 
rand,  where  he  was  married,  January  1,  1848,  to 
50 


Sibyl  Herring.  He  with  his  wife  located  on  section 
22,  which  lie  had  entered  from  the  Government, 
I  and  began  the  work  of  placing  it  under  good  cul- 
|  tivation.  So  successful  was  he,  that  at  his  death, 
which  occurred  March  19,  1890,  he  owned  one 
hundred  and  seventy-five  acres  of  excellent  land, 
which  bore  all  the  improvements  in  the  way  of 
substantial  buildings  and  useful  machinery  that  are 
generally  to  be  found  on  estates  of  men  of  enter¬ 
prise.  Mr.  Pettengill  was  for  many,,  years  a  stanch 
Republican  but  during  the  latter  period  of  his  life 
supported  the  Prohibition  party,  in  whose  ranks 
he  was  an  untiring  and  influential  worker.  He 
was  held  in  high  esteem  throughout  the  commu¬ 
nity  and  his  friends  will  notice  with  pleasure  the 
accompanying  portrait. 

The  two  children  bom  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Pettengill 
are  Warren  G.,  bom  February  21,  1851,  who  mar¬ 
ried  Miss  Grace  A.  Coulton  and  has  three  children: 
Martha  Sibyl,  Charlie  and  Ralph  A.;  and  Gran¬ 
ville,  bom  October  1,  1861,  married  Mary  Gary 
and  is  the  father,  of  three  children:  Everett  G., 
Aver  ill  J.  and  Sibyl  Kate.  Mrs.  Pettengill  was 
bom  in  Waterford,  Me.,  May  13,  1827,  and  is  tlie 
daughter  of  jQhn  and  Mercy  (Haskell)  Herring. 
Her  father  had  his  birth  in  New  Gloucester,  Me., 
February  19,  1788,  in  which  State  liis  father,  Ben¬ 
jamin  Herring,  was  a  pioneer.  The  father  of  the 
latter-named  gentleman  was  a  sea-captain,  who  on 
one  of  his  trips  took  his  son  Benjamin  with  him. 
The  latter,  who  was  then  quite  a  lad,  begged  hard 
to  be  taken  home,  and  resolved  then  and  there 
never  to  leave  dry  land  again.  He  obtained  a 
handsome  fortune  in  farming  pursuits,  and  died  at 
the  age  of  eighty-four  years. 

The  father  of  Mrs.  Pettengill  was  a  mechanic 
and  came^West  to  Illinois  June  3f5,  1838.  Pur¬ 
chasing  a  tract  of  land  in  Durand  Township,  he 
there  made  his  homo  until  his  decease,  which  oc¬ 
curred  when  ninety  years  of  age;  the  mother  de¬ 
parted  th  is  life  in  her  eighty-third  year.  The  record 
of  the  brothers  and  sisters  of  Mrs.  Pettengill,  all  of 
whom  were  bom  in  Oxford  County,  Me.,  is  as  fol¬ 
lows:  Julia,  bora  January  10,  1814,  married  Fred¬ 
erick  Krone,  and  died  in  Iowa;  Mercy  II.,  born 
October  4,  1815,  became  the  wife  of  Price  B.  Web¬ 
ster  and  died  in  Durand.  John  R.,  born  March  30, 
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1818,  was  a  prominent  man  in  Winnebago  County, 
and  was  the  first  surveyor  in  and  around  Durand, 
spending  the  winter  of  1838-39  in  that  occupation. 
A  Republican  in  politics,  he  has  been  the  recipient 
of  many  positions  of  trust  and  honor,  and  is  at  pres¬ 
ent  an  influential  citizen  of  Ransom  City,  N.  Dak. 
George  II.,  whose  birth  occurred  July  13,  1820, 
dpnarted  this  life  in  Wichita,  Kan.;  Granville, 
born  May  27,  1823,  makes  his  home  in  Colorado; 
and  Benjamin,  who  was  bom  June  30,  1825,  resides 
in  Iowa,  where  he  has  been  successfully  engaged  in 
farming  pursuits.  George  and  Granville  owned 
ir0od  farms  in  Durand  and  were  successful  farmers. 


JAMES  McAFFEE  was  originally  from  the 
Keystone  State,  born  in  Bradford  County  ' 
in  August,  1827,  and  his  father,  Alexander 
Mo  Affee,  was  also  a  native  of  that  State  but 
was  born  in  Northumberland  County  in  1798.  The 
elder  Mr.  McAffee  married  Miss  Jane  McCarty,  of 
Lycoming  County,  Pa.,  born  at  "Muncy  in  1800, 
and  one  of  thirteen  children.  The  result  of  this 
union  was  nine  children,  four  sons  and  five 
daughters,  two  <  f  whom  died  in  early,  child¬ 
hood.  Of  the  seven  that  grew  to  adulV  years, 
only  four  now  survive,  and  they  are  Amanda, 
now  Mrs.  Henry  A.  Fahnestock,  at  Waverly,Io"/a; 
Mary  A.,  widow  of  Melvin  J.  Wood,  resides  in 
Roscoe,  111.;  Edwin,  a  farmer  of  Audubon  County, 
Iowa,  and  our  subject,  who  is  the  eldest  of  the 
family.  The  parents  of  these  children  came  West 
from  Pennsylvania  in  October,  1838,  made  the 
journey  with  teams,  and  landed  in  Iloscoo  on 
the  31st  of  January,  1839.  While  on  the  way 
to  this  State,  they  were  in  Michigan,  near  South 
Bond,  Ind.,  for  a  short  time,  and  the  father 
and  his  brother  John  came  on  to  Roscoe  Town¬ 
ship,  where  they  bought  a  claim  of  four  hundred 
acres  one-half  mile  from  the  (then)  village  of  Ros- 
eoe.  They  paid  $400  for  this  tract,  and,  although 
fifteen  acres  had  been  cultivated,  there  was  no 
house  on  it.  They  immediately  erected  a  double 
log  house  and  then  returned  for  the  family.  Here 
the  hither  passed  the  remainder  of  his  days,  dying 
of  an  abscess  in  March,  1852,  when  not  quite  fifty 
four  years  of  age.  Ilis  wife  remained  a  widow 


and  survived  him  twenty-six  years;  keeping  the 
family 'together  until  about  1870,  when  she  went 
to  live  with  her  daughter.  About  this  time,  the 
old  place  was  sold  for  $4,500.  Mrs.  McAffee  died 
in  March,  1878,  when  about  seventy-eight  years 
of  age,  her  death  occurring  in  Iowa,  where  sho  was 
visiting  her  daughter. 

James  McAffee,  subject  of  this  sketch,  and  his 
brother  Edwin  were  volunteers  in  the  Civil  War. 
The  former  enlisted  in  the  Seventy-fourth  Illinois 
Infantry  as  a  Sergeant,  August,  1862,  and  was 
discharged  for  disability  in  January  of  the  fol¬ 
lowing  year,  lie  and  his  brothers  and  sisters  were 
all  fairly  educated,  and  our  subject}  being  a  man 
of  observation  and  study,  has  not  allowed  his 
ideas  to  rust  out,  but  is  well  informed  on  alt  sub¬ 
jects  and  is  thoroughly  apace  with  the  times. 
After  the  death  of  his  father,  he  carried  on  tho 
farm  and  was  married  to  Miss  AlmeduMeCausland, 
of  Ilidott,  111.,  but  a  native  of  Canada,  ller  father 
was  William  McCaushmd.  Airs.  McAffee  passed 
away  in  1856,  leaviug  one  daughter,  Meda,  who  is 
a  resident  of  Iowa  at  the  present  time,  Mr.  Me¬ 
nifee's  second  marriage  was*  to  Miss  Margarot  L. 
Cross,  a  native  of  Roscoe,  born  in  that  city  (or 
rather  town  at  that  time)  in  1839.  Her  father, 
Robert  J.  Cross,  was  a  native  of  Newburgh,  N.  Y., 
but  moved  to  near  Detroit,  Mich.,  in  1825  and 
thence  to  Cold  water  in  1830.  Five  years  later, 
he  came  to  Roscoe,  III.,  where  ho  became  a  success¬ 
ful  agriculturist.  Ho  wfts  quite  a  prominent  mau 
in  the  county  and  hold  many  positions  of  trust 
and  honor,  lie  was  tin?  11  rat  County  Commis¬ 
sioner  appointed  in  1836  and  was  the  li ret  County 
Treasurer  appointed  by  the  County  CommissCjners, 
serving  in  that  capacity  for  three  yeu-rs.  In  1846, 
lie  was  elected  by  tho  Whigs  of  Winnebago  Coun¬ 
ty  to  represent  them  in  tho  General  Assembly, and 
in  1846  and  1847  he  was  a  colleague  of  Judge 
Church  to  revise,  tho  Constitution  of  the  State. 
In  1872,  he  was  a  member  of  the  convention  to 
again  revise  the  State  Constitution.  He  was  a 
profound  thinker,  a  deep  reaaoncr,  and  one  of  the 
ablest  men  tho  county  has  over  had.  He  died  in 
February,  1878,  when  sixty-mine  years  of  age,  and 
was  at  that  time  a  member  of  the  General  Assem¬ 
bly  from  Winnebago  and  Boone  Counties.  IBs 
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wife  and  four  children  still  survive  him.  One 
son,  John,  is  in  Kansas;  Margaret  L.  became  the 
wife  of  our  subject;  William  Henry  is  a  Congre¬ 
gational  minister  of  California,  and  Lewis  is  a 
farmer  of  Iowa.  The  mother  of  these  children 
was  born  July  21,  1812,  and,  although  nearly 
eighty  years  Of  age,  is  as  bright  mentally  as  ever, 
but  her  physical  condition  is  not  of  the  best. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mo  A  (fee  have  been  farmers  in  this 
section  nearly  all  their  lives  and  settled  on  the 
present  farm,  consisting  of  one  hundred  and 
thirty-five  acres,  which  formerly  constituted  the 
home  place  of  Mr.  Cross.  Their  union  has  been 
blessed  by  the  birth  of  three  children,  two  daugh¬ 
ters  and  one  son:  Hannah  J.,now  Mia.  P.  W. Ral¬ 
ston,  residing  in  Chicago; ber  husband  being  a 
civil  engineer;  Julia E.,  slow  Mrs.  Ernest  I.  Wor¬ 
cester,  of.  Chicago,  her  husband  an  architect,  and 
James  C.,  a  civil  engineer  working  on  the  Colum¬ 
bian  Exposition  grounds,  Chicago.  Mr.  McAffco 
is  virtually  a  retired  farmer,  although  living  on 
the  farm,  which  ho  has  rented  out  for  a  num¬ 
ber  of  years.  He  was  born  and  reared  a  Demo¬ 
crat,  but  since  I860  has  affiliated  with  the  Repub¬ 
lican  party,  although  he  is  free  to  vote  for  the 
best  man  always. 


ON,  GEORGE  RICEl).  The  subject  of  this 
)  sketch  is  well  worthy  of  extended  notice  in 
this  volume,  for  his  life  at  homo  and  among 
the  law  makers  <  f  Illinois  is  a  model  which 
any  young  man  might  emulate  with  profit  and 
honor.  Ho  has  practically  retired  from  farm  work 
and  resides  at  his  beautiful  country  home,  the  im¬ 
provements  on  which  have  been  brought  about  by 
bis  own  hands,  even  to  the  planting  of  every  tree 
and  shrub.  His  homo  farm  is  very  efficiently  man¬ 
aged  by  his  son  Frank,  while  another  estate  of  two 
hundred  and  seventy-five  acres,  one  mile  and  a 
half  distant,  is  successfully  managed  by  his  son 
Fred.  In  addition  to  his  public  service,  he  gives 
lus  attention  to  the  management  of  two  creameries, 
which  lie  superintends  with  excellent  success. 

Throughou  t  Boone  County  the  name  of  the  Hon. 


George  Reed  is  synonymous  with  public  spirit, 
progress' and  honesty.  lie  was  born  in  Westfield,, 
Mass.,  May  26,  1824,  the  son  of  Samuel  F.  and  Pa¬ 
tience  (Sibley)  Reed.  His  father  was  born  in  Mans¬ 
field,  Conn.,  and  died  in  Granville,  Mass.,  when 
seventy-seven  years  old.  For  seventeen  years,  he 
was  agent  for  and  connected  with  the  D.  B.  Cook 
Publishing  Company,  of  Hartford,  Conn.,  but  later 
engaged  in  the  grocery  business,  and  for  a  time  was 
a  contractor.  While  employed  in  the  last-named 
occupation,  lie  built  the  bridges  and  aqueducts  on 
the  New  Haven  and  North  Hampton  canal,  long 
since  in  disuse,  and  the  New  Ilaven  &  North  Hamp¬ 
ton  Railroad  built  on  its  bank.  So  far  as  is  known, 
the  Reed  family  was  first  represented  in  America 
by  three  brothers,  who  came  from  England  about 
1650. 

^  The  mother  of  our  subject  was  horn  in  Willing- 
ton,  Conn.,  and  departed  this  life  at  the  home  of 
her  son,  aged  eighty-eight  years.  Her  parents, 
Moses  and  Patience  (Yeamans)  Sibley,  were  natives 
of  the  Nutmeg  State,  the  father  dying  when  eighty- 
four  years,  and  the  mother  when  seventy.  The 
maternal  grandfather  of  our  subject  was  a  farmer, 
and  during  the  last  years  of  his  life  was  a  pen¬ 
sioner,  having  served  in  the  Revolutionary  War. 
He  and  his  wife  reared  a  family  of  eight  children, 
all  of  whom  are  deceased 

The  famil}-  of  which  oiir  subject  is  a  member 
consisted  of  six  daughters  and  three  sons.  George 
Reed,  of  this  sketch,  remained  at  home  until  arriv¬ 
ing  at  his  majority,  when  ho  removed  to  Hinsdale, 
Mass.,  and  there  worked  out  by  the  month  on  a 
farm  for  two  years.  In  1847,  ho  came  West,  and 
in  the  month  of  June  reached  Boone  County, 
where  he  visited  a  short  time  with  his  brother, 
Charles,  in  Ohio  Precinct,  which,  upon  adopting 
township  organization,  was  called  Spring.  Thence 
he  proceeded  to  the  northern  part  of  Winnebago 
County,  where  he  remained  two  years,  working  by 
the  day  and  month  at  odd  jobs,  for  fifty  or  sev¬ 
enty-five  cents  per  day. 

In  1849,  Mr.  Reed  returned  to  Spring  Township, 
where  lie  had  purchased  one  hundred  and  twenty 
acres  of  land  of  the  Government,  to  winch  lie  has 
since  added  until  his  estate  comprises  five  hundred 
and  twenty-five  acres,  divided  into  two  splendid  . 
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farms  ak-Uvb  one  and  one-half  miles  apart;.  He  has 
also  a  fine  creamery  plant,  located  near  We  center 
of  the  town,  at  which  he  receives  an  avoiage  of 
ten  thousand  pounds  of  milk  daily  throughout  the 
entire  year.  He  also  hi  is  a  third  interest  in  the 
Belvidere  Butter  and  Cheese  Manufacturing  Com¬ 
pany  in  Belvidere,  which  he  manages  successfully, 
and  is  the  owner  of  a  commodious  residence  and 
desirable  lot  in  Belvidere.  In  addition  to  these  in¬ 
terests,  ho  is  a  stockholder  and  Director  in  the 
People’s  Bank  of  Belvidere. 

On  coming  to  Boone  County,  Mr.  Reed  had  no 
moneyed  capital,  and  borrowed  the  wherewithal  to 
purchase  a  land  warrant,  paying  fifty  per  cent,  for  , 
the  money.  The  warrant  called  for  one  hundred 
and  sixty  acres  but  he  only  received  one  hun¬ 
dred  and  twenty  acres  (for  the  reason  that  there 
was  not  another  contiguous,  forty  awes)  and  cost 
him  $108  and  interest.  He  secured  the  money 
before  the  note  became  due,  and,  walking  to  Chi- 
ago,  paid  the  indebtedness, after  which  he  returned 
home  on  foot  through  the  nnub 

October  10, 1849,  *Mr.  Reed  whs  married  to  Miss 
Eliza  A.  Wait,  who  was  born  in  Warsaw,  now 
Middleburg,  N.  Y.,  August  28, 1828.  Further  men- 
tion  of  her  parents,  Henry  and  Polly  Wait,  will  bo 
found  in  the  biography  of  her  brother,  W.  H.  Wait, 
on  another  page.  When  the  young  couple  com¬ 
menced  housekeeping,  they  had  no  furniture  nor 
any  money  to  make  purchases,  but  Mr.  Reed  being 
quite  handy  with  his  saw  and  hammer,  procured 
some  scantling  and  constructed  their  first  bedstead, 
also  made  a  table,  and  benches  for  chairs.  After 
harvest,  he  hauled  a  load  of  wheat  with  oxen  to 
Chicago,  and  selling  it  for  fifty  ceuts  per  bushel, 
brought  home  some  needed  furniture,  which  was 
highly  appreciated  by  his  estimable  wife,  to  whom 
ho  accords  her  full  share  for  their  success  in  life. 

The  four  children  born  to  our  subject  and  his 
wife  are  as  follows:  Fannie  E.,  born  September  6, 
1850;  Franklin  P.,  November  9,  1852;  Frederick 
A,,  January  8, 1855;  and  Albert  E.,  Who  was  bom 
July  8, 1857,  died  May  9,  1868.  Frederick  A.  mar¬ 
ried  Miss  Caroline  Wiggers,  and  they  have  become 
the  parents  of  five  children,  four  of  whom  are 
now  living. 

Mr.  Reed  has  always  taken  an  active  interest  in 


affairs  pertaining  to  his  vocation.  For  twenty 
years  he  was  a  Director  on  the  County  Board  of 
Agriculture,  sewing  as  its  President  for  eight 
years,  and  advancing  its  welfare  materially  during 
his  administration.  In  1886,  Jio;  was  oiostod  to  the 
oiHco  of  Vice-president  of  the  State  Board  of  Agri¬ 
culture  for  tho  Fifth  Congressional  District,  and 
was  re-elected  in  1888,  in;  fehioli  position  he  served 
with  credit  to  himself  and  honor  to  th£  district. 
In  1890,  he,  was  elected  Director  in  the  Illinois 
State  Dairymen's  Association,  of  which  organiza¬ 
tion  he  is  now  a  member.  A 

In  1876,  with  a  number  of  other  farmers,  Mr. 
Reed  aided  in  the  organization  of  the  Belvidere 
Farmers’  Mutual  Fire  and  Lightning  Insurance 
Company  as  a  township  company  with  four  towns, 
Latov,  the  law  was  changed,  and  it  was  rc-orgnn- 
ized  into  a  county  company,  and  is  now  one  of  tho 
most  prosperous  companies  in  the  State,  having  at 
present  nine  hundred  members,  with  $1,589,548  at 
risk.  Mr.  Reed  has  been  a  Director  from  the  or¬ 
ganization  of  tho  company,  and  its  President  for 
the  last  ten  yearn.  At  tho  annual  meeting,  Jan¬ 
uary  6,  1891,  the  Secretary,  Henry  W.  Avery,  Esq., 
made  the  following  statement,  which  will  bo  of  in¬ 
terest  to  the  reader: 

“The  farmers  of  Little  Boone  as  a  whole,  and 
the  members  of  this  Insurance  Company  in  par¬ 
ticular,  have  reason  for  congratulation  that  they 
are  represented  this  year  in  the  State  Legislature 
by  one  of  their  numb#,  tho  honored  President  of 
this  organization,  who  to-day  takes  his  seat  as  a 
peer  among  the  law-makers  of  this  gr  eat  Slate  of 
Illinois,  one  who  can  ever  he  trusted  for  honesty, 
integrity  and  nobility  of  olmractor,  whoso  words 
[  and  votes  are  in  harmony,  and  who  can  always  be 
counted  upon  for  right,  justice,  temperance  and 
humanity.” 

In  polities,  Mr.  Reed  is  a  Republican,  and  1ms 
held  nearly  all  tho  offices  in  his  town,  such  as  Over¬ 
seer  of  Roads,  Commissioner  of  Highways,  .School 
Director  for  twenty  years,  Town  Clerk  and  Super¬ 
visor  and  member  of  the  County  Board  twelve  years, 
serving  os  Chnirman  of  tho  latter  a  number  of 
times.  He  was  elected  to  the  State  Legislature  in 
1890,  and  served  on  the  Committee  of  Agriculture, 
Warehouse,  Public  Charities,  County  and  Township 
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Organization  and  State  Municipal  Indebtedness. 
His  vote  is  recorded  on  many  good  laws  of  the  State, 
and  he  has  introduced  several  important  bills,  one 
of  which  was  with  reference  to  creating  the  office  of 
Food  and  Dairy  Commissioner,  and  prescribing  the 
duties  of  such  an  officer;  also  to  prevent  the  color¬ 
ing  of  oleomargarine  in  imitation  of  butter,  and  to 
prevent  the  leaking  and  selling  of  filled  cheese  in 
imitation  qfyull  oream  cheese. 

Mr.  Rew'u-  may  be  justly  termed  “self-made,”  his 
only  schooling  having  been  obtained  in  a  country 
district  school;  hence,  too  much  credit  cannot  be 
accorded  him  for  the  position  which  he  now  occu¬ 
pies  in  social  and  business  circles,  and?  which  was 
obtained  through  his  own  ambition  and  persever¬ 
ance.  Ho  has  a  keen  appreciation  of  the  high 
honor  his  friends  have  conferred  upon  him,  and 
feels  under  greater  obligations  since  they  have  re¬ 
nominated  him  for  the  Legislature;  He  has  no 
opposition,  and  it  may  safely  bo  predicted  that  he 
will  be  re-elected  to  the  position  which  he  has  so 
capably  filled. 

We  cannot  better  close  this  sketch  than  bjr  the 
following  high  compliment  to  the  worth  of  Mr. 
Reed,  which  was  published  in  a  recent  issue  of  the 
, Northwestern :  “Mr.  Ileod  is  a  man  of  the  people,  a 
man  of. sound  judgment,  and  one  who  may  be  re¬ 
lied  upon  to  guard  the  interests  of  the  masses.  His 
record  in  the  last  Legislature  will  bear  the  closest 
scrutiny.  He  was  found  on  the  right  aide  every 
time  when  the  votes  on  important  measures  wore 
taken.  With  a  clean  record,  and  the  experience 
of  one  session  to  his  credit,  he  will  enter  upon  the 
duties  of  a  second  term  with  undoubted  recogni¬ 
tion,  and  will,  he  placed  in  position  to  exert  a 
wider  influence,  with  satisfactory  results  to  himself 
and  his  constituents.”  § 

IK  VI  1*.  H.  MONEO,  who  is  engaged  in 

iftj)  general  farming  on  section  I,  New  Mil- 
Hj  ford  Township,  is  a  worthy  representative 
of  one  of  the  honored  pioneer  families  of  Winne¬ 
bago  County.  He  was  born  on  the  80th  of  June, 
1828,  in  Troy,  N.  Y.,  and  ijJ  a  son  of  Levi  and 
Esther  II.  (Carmichael)  Monro,  both  of  whom 


were  natives  of  the  Empire  State.  His  parents 
came  to  Illinois  in  July,  1888,  and  settled 
on  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land 
on  section  1,  New  Milford  Township.  The 
land  was  then  worth  about  $4.50  per  acre  and 
is  now  valued  at  $300  per  acre.  It  lies  just  out¬ 
side  the  city  limits  of  Rockford  and  is  a  very 
desirable  property.  The  father  died  January  8, 
1875,  at  the  age  of  seventy-four  years,  and  his 
wife  was  called  to  her  final  rest  August  29,  1857, 
at  the  age  of  fifty  years.  They  had  three  children : 
Harriet  A.,  wife  of  Isaac  Rowley,  a  farmer  of 
Guilford  Township;  Levi,  of  this  sketch;  and  Mil- 
ton  G.,  now  of  Cedar  Falls,  Iowa. 

Our  subject  was  a  lad  of  only  ten  years  when 
with  his  parents  he  came  to  this  country.  His  ed¬ 
ucational  advantages  were  very  limited,  for  the 
schools  here  were  few  and  of  an  inferior  order.  On 
the  breaking  out  of  the  late  war,  he  and  his  brother 
enlisted,  December  6,  1861,  for  three  years’  service 
as  members  of  Company  E,  First  Illinois  Light 
Artillery.  From  Camp  Douglas  in  Chicago  they 
went  to  Cairo,  Ill.,  and  on  the  27th  of  March 
embarked  for  Pittsburg  Landing.  They  took  part 
in  the  terrible  battle  of  Shiloh,  where  our  subject 
was  placed  on  the  caisson  to  deal  out  the  ammuni¬ 
tion,  his  officer  saying  that  his  head  would  prove 
level  in  the  emergency.  He  was  wounded  but 
stood  at  his  post  until  ordered  to  fall  back.  His 
brother  was  at  gun  No.  4.  The  battery  held  an 
exposed,  position  in  front  of  Beauregard  who 
made  the  most  determined  and  desperate  effort  to 
capture  the  guns  but  did  not  succeed.  Mr.  Munro 
was  discharged  on  account  of  disability,  resulting 
from  his  wound  and  exposure,  December  6,  1862, 
and  at  the  same  time  his  brother  was  mustered 
out.  The  latter  almost  lost  his  life  and  would 
have  done  so  had  it  not  been  for  the  faithful 
nursing  of  Levi. 

Mr.  Munro  has  never  married  but  has  a  pleas¬ 
ant  home  On  the  old  farm  and  is  recognized  as 
one  of  the  leading  agriculturists  of  the  commun¬ 
ity  and  a  valued  citizen,  as  well  as  an  upright 
man.  In  polities,  he  is  a  supporter  of  Republican 
principles  and,  religiously,  holds  the  faith  of 
the  Baptist  Church  but  is  not  connected  with  any 
congregation.  For  several  years  he  has  been  a 
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member  of  G.  L.  Nevius  Post  No.  1,  G.  A.  R.  For 
more  than  haif  a  century  he  has  resided  in  Winne¬ 
bago  County  and  can  well  remember  many  inci¬ 
dents  of  his  pioneer  days.  The  journey  to  Illinois 
was  made  by  the  Erie  Canal  and  the  Lakes  to 
Chicago,  and  thence  by  ox-team  to  this  place. 
The  farm  products  were  marketed  in  Chicago, 
where  wheat,  brought  only  forty  cents  a  bushel 
and  pork  from  U  to  $2  per  hundred.  Those  days 
have  now  passed  away  and  in  the  years  which 
have  followed  Mr.  Munro  has  acquired  a  hand¬ 
some  competence  and 'is  now  the  owner  of  a  very 
valuable  property. 


years,  he  became  sole  proprietor,  and  at  length  sold 
out,  removing  to  Ogle  County,  Ill.,  purchasing  a 
farm  near  Byron.  After  operating  his  land  for 
some  years,  lie  returned  to  Rockford  and  established 
a  tailor  and  repair  shop,  to  which  business  he  de¬ 
voted  lus  energies  throughout  nearly  the  remain¬ 
der  of  his  life,  lie  accumulated  a  good  property 
and  was  well-to-do  at  the  time  of  his  death. 

It  is  meet  that  when  a  good  man  dies  some  trib¬ 
ute  should  bo  paid  to  his  memory.  Mr.  Jilson  was 
essentially  a  self-made  man,  and  adversity  seemed 
only  to  draw  out  the  latent  energy  and  force  of 
his  character,  which  he  concentrated  with  renewed 
effort  on  the  work  In  hand.  Truth,  industry  and 


VHIPPLE  JILSON,  now  deceased,  was  one 
of  the  most  prominent  citizens  of  Rock¬ 
ford.  An  influential  man,  lie  exercised  a 
power  for  good  in  this  community  which  will  long 
be  felt  though  he  has  passed  away,  lie  was  born 
in  Eibridge,  Onondaga  County,  N.  Y.,  in  1819,  and 
was  a  son  of  David  Jilson,  of  one  of  the  leading 
families  of  Massachusetts.  In  his  native  State  our 
subject  was  reared  to  manhood  and  in  IV  cedsport, 
N.  Y.,  married  Miss  Caroline  Bayles,  a  native  of 
Cayuga  County,  and  a  daughter  of  Aaron  and  Lydia 
(Edmister)  Bayles,  natr-'s  of  New  Jersey.  The 
latter  were  married  near  Chenango,  N.  Y.,  wlioro 
they  resided  for  some  years,  after  which  Mr.  Bayles 
became  a  grain  dealer  on  the  Canal,  lie  subsequently 
located  in  Weeds  port,  where  ho  did  business  as  a 
merchant  and  became  very  wealthy.  lie  and  his 
wife  spent  their  last  years  with  their  daughter,  Mrs. 
Jilson.  Mrs.  Bayles’  death  occurred  at  the  age  of 
eighty-one  years  and  the  husband  and  father  was 
called  to  his  final  rest  at  the  age  of  eighty- 
seven.  Both  were  members  qf  the  Baptist  Church. 
A  brother  of  Mrs.  Jilson  founded  the  first  college 
in  Milwaukee  and  later  established  the  Bayles 
Business  College,  of  Dubuque,  Iowa,  the  first  in 
that  city.  Her  only  sister,  Mrs.  St.  Johns,  is  living 
in  Rockford  and  she  and  Mrs.  Jilson  are  the  only 
survivors  of  the  family. 

With  his  wife  and  children,  Mr.  Jilson  came  to 
Rockford  in  1855,  and  as  a  partner  of  E.  St,  Johns 
embarked  in  the  grocery  business.  After  some 


uprightness  wore  cardinal  points  in  his  creed  and 
his  word  was  as  good  as  his  bond.  From  his  in¬ 
fancy  he  was  crippled  but  lie  did  not  allow  this 
accident  to  stand  in  his  way.  When  a  young 
man  lie  joined  the  Baptist  Church  but  afterwards 
became  a  liberal  thinker,  lie  possessed  an  inex¬ 
haustible  fund  Of  wit  and  humor,  which  made  him 
a  pleasant  and  interesting  companion,  for  he  was 
also  a  groat  reader  and  well  informed.  1 1  is  life 
was  above  reproach,  his  morality  of  the  highest 
character.  Ho  never  used  tobacco  or  intoxicating 
liquors  in  any  way, and  ever  exerted  his  influence 
in  behalf  of  temperance  on  those  linos.  _  He  also 
voted  with  the  Prohibition  party  for  many  years. 
In  early  life  he  was  a  stanch  Abolitionist  and  his 
home  in  New  York,  during  slavery  days,  was  a 
station  on  the  Underground  Railroad,  whore  lie 
helped  many  a  slave  on  his  way  to  Canada  and 
freedom.  His  first  Presidential  vote  was  cast  for 
James  G.  Birney,  the  Abolition  candidate.  To  the 
poor  and  needy  he  was  ever  ready  to  lend  a  help¬ 
ing  hand  and  he  had  the  respect  of  both  young 
and  old.  In  1891,  he  was  stricken  with  the  grip 
and  after  a  week  passed  away. 

Mrs.  Jilson  1ms  since  her  husband’s  death  re¬ 
sided  on  West  State  Street,  and  lias  successfully 
managed  the  property  left  by  him  and  her  parents. 
She  is  a  most  estimable  lady  and  ranks  high  in 
social  circles.  Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jilson  were 
born  three  children.  Carrie  P.  became  the  wife  of 
Charles  Lundgren  and  died  leaving  four  children : 
licv  two  daughters,  Ethel  and  Carrie,  now  living 
with  their  grandmother,  Mrs.  Jilson,  and  two  sons, 
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Frank  and  Lewis,  residing  in  Indiana.  Harriet 
Helena  is  the  wife  of  Lewis  A.  Weyburn,  a  manu-  > 
facturer  of  Rockford,  by  whom  she  lias  two  daugh¬ 
ters,  Blanche  and  Jennie.  Harry  married  Lida 
Mellon  and  occupies  a  position  with  the  firm  of 
Emerson,  Taleott  &  Co. 


HARLES  BASKIN.'  The  results  of  unflag¬ 
ging  perseverance,  prudent  economy  and 
investment  and  good  habits,  probably  find 
no  better  exponent  in  the  city  of  Rockford  than 
in  the  above-named  gentleman  who  is  residing  at 
No.  405  East  .Street.  He  is  what  may  be  truly 
termed  a  self-made  man,  having  started  at  the  bot¬ 
tom  round  of  life  and  now  ranks  among  the  sub¬ 
stantial  citizens  of  the  county.  He  has  always 
taken  an  active  interest  in  all  public  enterprises, 
and  is  an  ardent  advocate  of  both  church  and 
school.  Ho  is  now  living  retired  in  the  city,  and 
with  Ids  wife  is  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church,  which  body  ho  joined  in  his  youth. 
As  soon  as  It  was  possible  to  do  so,  Mr.  Haskin  or¬ 
ganized  a  elasri  in  Harlem,  which  was  composed  of 
eight  members  who  congregated  in  a  log  house  on 
section  29.  Our  subject;  was  made  Steward  of  the 
church,  which  position  ho  held  for  thirty  years. 
He  was  also  a  teacher  of  the  Bi  ble  Glass  for  many 
years.  On  coming  to  Rockford,  he  transferred  his 
membership  to  the  Centennial  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  whore  he  is  one  of  its  active  workers. 

Born  in  Washington,  Berkshire  County,  Mass., 
March  14,  1817,  our  subject  is  a  son  of  AmosHas- 
kin,  a  native  of  Salisbury,  Conn.,  from  which  place 
his  father  removed  to  Washington,  and  operated  a 
gristmill  for  a  number  of  years.  The  grandfather 
made  his  own  tombstone,  working  on  the  inscrip¬ 
tion,  with  the  exception  of  the  date  of  his  death. 
His  remains  and  those  of  Ids  wife  lie  buried  in  the 
cemetery  in  that  place. 

Amos  Haskin  was  very  young  when  his  parents 
removed  to  Washington,  where  he  was  reared  and 
married  to  Lovisa  Bille,  who  was  a  native  of  that 
place  and  the  daughter  of  William  Bille,  She  is 
buried  by  the  side  of  her  husband  in  the  same 


cemetery  in  which  the  grandparents  of  our  subject 
are  interred.  Charles,  of  this  sketch,  was  the 
youngest  member  of  the  parental  family  of  ten 
children,  and  his  father  being  in  limited  circum¬ 
stances,  he  commenced  when  quite  young  to  make 
his  own  way  in  the  world,  his  tirs.t  employment 
being  working  on  farms  in  the  neighborhood.  He 
later  learned  the  trade  of  a  stonemason,  and  when 
sixteen  years  of  age  was  able  to  superintend  the 
workv  Soon  after  reaching  his  majority,  he  com¬ 
menced  contracting  in  Lee,  Mass.,  where  he  resided 
until  1841,  the  date  of  his  coming  to  Illinois.  He 
was  accompanied  on  the  journey  hither  by  Ins 
young  bride,  and  on  locating  in  Winnebago  County 
found  the  greater  part  of  the  land  west  Of  Rock 
River  was  still  owned  by  the  Government.  He 
purchased  eighty  acres  on  the  east  side,  and  later 
rented  an  improved  farm  and  began  housekeeping 
in  a  log  cabin.  Three  years  later,  Mr.  Haskin  pur¬ 
chased  a  partially  improved  farm  of  one  hundred 
acres  on  section  29,  paying  therefor  the  sum  of 
$700.  He  erected  a  temporary  frame  house  on  the 
place,  in  which  his  family  lived  while  lie  Cleared 
and  further, (Cultivated  the  property.  Chicago  was 
the  nearest  market  where  he  could  get  cash  for  tlie 
farm  produce)  and  as  there  were  no  railroads  “the 
trip  was  made  With  ox-teams.  The  following  year 
our  subject  purchased  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres 
of  wild  prairie  land  on  section  31,  still  owning, 
however,  his  property  on  section  29,  on  which  lat¬ 
ter  tract  he  erected  a  good  set  of  buildings  and 
resided  until  1882,  when  lie  left  it  in  charge  of  his 
son  and  came  to  Rockford. 

August  29,  1841,  in  Jefferson  County,  N.  Y., 
Miss  Mary  W.  Atwood  became  the  wife  of  our 
subject.  She  was  a  native  of  Hinsdale,  Berkshire 
County,  Mass.,  having  been  bom  November  21, 
1819,  and  was  a  daughter  of  the  Rev.  Phineas  and 
Huldah  (Haskell)  Atwood,  also  natives  of  the  Bay 
State.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Haskin,  of  this  sketch,  have  had 
four  children:  Amos, Emily  L.,  Wright  and  Daniel. 
Amos  enlisted  in  Company  A, Seventy-fourth  Illi¬ 
nois  Infantry,  and  gave  his  life  in  the  service  of 
his  country,  dying  at  the  age  of  twenty-two.'. 
All  wore  members  of  the  Centennial  Methodist 
Episcopal  Churclii  The  father  of  Mi's.  Haskin  was 
a  son  of  Hezekiah  and  Lydia  (Heath)  Atwood,  and 
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removed  from  that  State  to  Now  York,  where  he 
resided  for  a  number  of  years.  In  1844,  he  came 
to  Winnebago  County,  and,  settling  in  Harlem 
Township,  improved  and  lived  upon  a  farm  unk 
his  death,  when  eighty-six  years  of  age.  lie  joined 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  Ins  younger 
days,  of  which  denomination  he  was  a  local  preacher 
and  later  an  ordained  Elder.  The  mother  of  Mrs. 
Haskin  was  the  daughter  of  Roger  and  Mary  (M  eb- 
ster)  Haskell;  she  also  died  in  Harlem  Township 
when  in  her  ninety-third  year.  The  son  of  our 
subject,  has  been  twice  married,  liis  first  wife  being 
Frances  L.  Hall,  by  whom  he  has  two  children:  one 
who  died  young  and  one  living,  Emily  Fern.  His 
present  wife  is  Florence  Poulton.  In  polities,- our 
subject  is  a  Republican,  and  has  filled  various  offi¬ 
ces  of  trust  in  the  township,  having  served  as 

Justice  of  the  Peace,  Assessor,  Highway  Commis¬ 
sioner  and  member  of  the  School  Board. 


- HQMAS  W.  EVANS  has  for  many  years 

been  a  leading  farmer  of  Winnebago  County 
and  now  resides  on  his  pleasant  home  which 
is  situated  on  a  hillside  on  section  26,  New  Milford 
Township.  He  is  a  native  of  Steuben  Township, 
Oneida  County,  N.  Y.,  and  is  a  son  of  John  J.  and 
Anna  (Williams)  Evans,  who  were  natives  of 
Wales.  His  grandfather,  John  Lee  Evans,  was 
bom  in  Carnarvonshire,  Wales,  and  there  died  in 
early  life,  leaving  a  widow  and  four  children,  the 
youngest  of  whom  was  the  father  of  our  subject, 
John  J.  Williams  married  in  Wales  and  came  at  once 
to  America,  sailing  from  Liverpool  to  New  York, 
where  he  arrived  after  three  months.  He  com¬ 
menced  life  in  limited  circumstances  but  at  his 
death  owned  one  hundred  acres  of  valuable  land, 
This  worthy  couple  lost  one  daughter,  Margaret, 
who  died  at  the  age  of  twelve  years.  Three  of  tlioir 
children  grew  to  mature  years,  Janet,  John  and 
Thomas.  The  mother  died  in  July,  1839,  at  the 
age  of  sixty-one  years,  and  Mr.  Evans  was  after¬ 
ward  married  again.  By  the  second  union  he  had 
two  sons  and  three  daughters,  but  John  and  Jose¬ 
phine  died  at  the  ages  of  ten  and  twelve  years 
respectively.  The  living  are  David,  Margaret  and 


Phoebe.  The  first  was  a  volunteer  soldier  in  the 
late  war,  serving  as  Standard  Bearer  of  the  Ihiid 

Now  York  Battery.  At  the  close  of  the  wav,  ho 
went  to  Topeka,  Kan.,  and  for  three  years  was 
Superintendent  of  Schools.  He  was  afterwards 
City  Attorney  of  Groat  Bend,  Kan.,  and  Supervisor 
of  the  United  States  Census  for  the  northern  dis¬ 
trict  of  that  Stftto.  Ho  was  called  to  Washington 
by  that  department  and  is  now  in  the  Navy  De¬ 
partment  there.  Phoebe  resides  in  Ransom,  Oneida 
County,  being  the  widow  of  James  Griffith. 
Margaret  is  the  widow  of  Paselml  Enos  and  is 
Postmistress  at  Kingsville,  Ill. 

Our  subject  is  the  only  survivor  of  Mia  first 
family.  In  the  fall  of  1843,  he  left  NoVw  York  and 
spent  the  winter  in  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  working  at  the 
carpenter’s  trade  until  the* succeeding  spring,  when 
he  came  to  Rockford  and  erected  many  buildings 
in  that  city  during  the  next  five  years.  On  tli® 
4tk  of  July,  1848,  he  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Caroline  Grill,  daughter  of  Henry  and  Betsy 
(Brooks)  Grill.  Unto  them  were  born  eleven 
children,  seven  sons  and  four  daughters,  six  of 
whom  grew  to  mature  years,  while  five  are  yet 
living:  Belie,  wife  of  Russell  Barrows,  a  farmer  of 
New  Milford  Township;  John  0.,  who  operates  the 
old  homestead  in  Monroe  Township, Ogle  County; 
Henrietta,  wife  of  J,  C.  Thompson;  Gene  Paul,  a 
farmer  of  Ogle  County;  and  Tlmddeus  Wilber  at 
home. 

Mr.  Evans  first  located  in  Ogle  County  and  was 
one  of  the  organizers  of  Mopu'oe  Township.  lie 
served  as  its  first  Assessor  and  was  J ustice  of  the 
Peace  for  six  years,  when  lie  resigned  and  re¬ 
moved  to  Rockford.  Ilis  first  wife  died  April  28, 
1874,  at  the  age  of  forty-four  years,  and  lie  was 
again -married,  September  30,  1875,  m  Utica,  N.  1., 
bis  second  union  being  with  Laura  E.  Lewis  of 
Steuben,  Oneida  County,  N.  Y.  They  have  one 
daughter,  Mattie  Lois,  a  bright  maiden  of  fourteen 
summers. 

Mr.  Evans  continued  to  reside  in  Rockford  until 
1856,  and  thoiu-oturned  to  the  old  farm  in  Ogle 
County-;  where  he  had  purchased  five  hundred 
acres  of  Government  land  at  $1.25  per  acre.  His 
first  purchase  whore  he  now  lives  was  a  hundred- 
acre  tract,  to  which  he  added  until  he  had  six- 
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hundred  acres.  It  is  now  occupied  as  three  farms 
by  his  children.  In  1880,  ho  purchased  his  home 
farm,  comprising  two  hundred  and  forty-live  acres 
which  pay  to  him  a  golden  tribute  for  his  care 
and  cultivation.  The  pleasant  home  is  beautifully 
situated  on  a  hillside  and  commands  a  good  view 
of  the  surrounding  country.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Evans 
rank  high  in  social  circles  and  are  genial,  com¬ 
panionable  people  who  have  many  warm  friends 
in  this  community.  Our  subject  has  been  blessed 
with  prosperity  and  is  now  enjoying  a  well-de¬ 
served  competence  acquired  through  his  own 
industry,  good  management  and  enterprise. 

SHOMAS  W.  CARRICO.  JftobaMy  no  rosi- 

dent  of  Rockford  has  been  more  closely 
connected  with  its  growth  from  an  un¬ 
important  village  to  one  of  the  most  enterpris¬ 
ing  cities  of  Northern  Illinois,  than  the  gentleman 
whose  life  sketch  is  herewith  presented.  Although 
not  a  native  of  the  city,  Beverly,  Mass.,  being  his 
birthplace,  and  Juno,  1830,  the  date  thereof,  the 
most  of  his  active  life  has  been  passed  within  its 
limits,  and  for  many  years  he  has  resided  in  his 
beautiful  home  at  No.  918  Kilburn  Avenue. 

The  parents  of  our  subject,  Thomas  and  Mary 
(Raymond)  Carrico,  were  natives  of  New  Eng¬ 
land,  born  and  reared  in  Beverly,  Mass.  Ilis  pa¬ 
ternal  grandfather,  Benjamin  Carrico,  was  a 
mechanic,  and  his  maternal  grandfather,  who  was 
a  merchantman,  traded  with  southern  islands  in 
mahogany  aud  other  choice  woods.  Qnr  subject 
is  the  only  child,  with  the  exception  of  a  daughter, 
Mary,  deceased.  After  the  death  of  his  mother, 
which  occurred  when  he  was  quite  small,  ho  was 
tenderly  cared  for  by  an  aunt,  Mrs.  W.  F.  Parish, 
of  Beverly.  His  father  removed  to  Ohio,  and 
some  time  in  tiro  '40s  proceeded  thence  to  Logan, 
Iowa,  where  ho  married  again  and  remained  until 
his  death  in  1881, 

In  the  spring  of  1854  Mr.  Carrico  came  West  to 
Rockford,  where  three  years  later  he  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Mary  L.,  daughter  of  Benjamin 
and  Eleanor  (Maynard)  Kilburn,  natives  of  Massa¬ 
chusetts,  who  had  come  to  Rockford  in  1887. 


After  their  marriage,  the  young  couple  located  at 
once  on  a  tract  of  land  comprising  one  hundred 
and  sixty  acres,  which  he  purchased  from  the 
Government,  and  which  was  located  a  short  dis¬ 
tance  from  the  present  post-office,  but  at  that  time 
considered  out  in  the  country.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Carrico  were  married  in  a  fiouse  that  stood  on  the 
site  of  their  present  home,  where  she  was  also  born. 
The  stone  quarry  and  sand-bed,  which  have  since 
proved  so  valuable,  are  now  in  the  thickly-settled 
part  of  the  city. 

Four  children  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Carrico,  one  of  whom  died  in  infancy;  Frank  K., 
died  in  1890  of  consumption,  aged  thirty  years; 
and  Mary  E.,  wife  of  John  Salter,  Jr.,  of  Chicago, 
died  in  1891,  at  the  age  of  twenty-seven  years, 
leaving  two  little  daughters  to  the  care  of  the 
bereft  grandparents.  The  six  children  are  bright 
and  beautiful,  the  comfort  of  their  grandparents 
as  well  as  the  solace  of  their  father.  Fred  K.,  the 
youngest  son,  now  thirteen  years  old,  lives  with 
his  parents.  Mr3.  Carrico  is  one  of  seven  children, 
of  whom  she  albne  survives.  Her  father  died  in 
1861,  but  her  mother,  at  the  advanced  age  of 
eighty-one,  still  survives,  and  makes  her  home 
with  Mrs.  Carrico. 

Mr.  Carrico  is  still  carrying  on  a  largo  business 
in  building  stone  and  sand.  Politically,  lie  affil¬ 
iates  with  the  Republican  party,  and  although  he 
belongs  to  no  sect  or  creed,  preferring  liberty  of 
thought  and  belief,  yet  lie  is  an  ever-willing  sup¬ 
porter  of  reformatory  measures,  and  has  a  neat 
little  mission  chapel  on  his  beautiful  grounds. 

Benjamin  Kilburn,  whose  portrait  accompanies 
this  sketch,  was  born  in  Belehevtown,  Mass.,  in 
1808,  and  was  one  of  the  very  earliest  of  the  pio¬ 
neers  of  Rockford,  there  being  but  two  or  three 
residents  here  at  the  time  of  his  arrival.  He  lived 
through  the  period  of  transition  from  the  wild 
waste  to  the  flourishing  city,  and  was  always  in¬ 
terested  in  anything  that  tended  to  the  advance¬ 
ment  of  the  place.  Although  he  passed  away  in 
the  prime  of  life,  when  only  fifty-two  years  old, 
his  influence  was  widespread,  and  he  left  a  name 
that  is  imperishable  in  the  annals  of  Rockford. 
Kilburn  Avenue,  a  beautiful  street,  is  named  in 
his  honor,  and  the  old  residents  still  remember  Mr. 
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Kilburn,  to  whom  they  always  refer  with  affection. 
■\Ye  are  glad  to  hand  his  portrait  down  to  pos¬ 
terity,  so  that  coming  generations  may  look  upon 
the  features  of  one  of  the  pioneers  of  Rockford, , 
who  contributed  so  effectively  to  its  progress.  j 


AVID  C.  COWAN,  a  general  merchant  at  s 
|  J  Poplar  Grove,  Boone  County,  was  born  in  t 
Fall  River,  Mass.,  January  1,  iSSi.  Ho  1 
is  the  son  of  Robert  Cowan  who  was  born  j 
in  Buteshire,  Scotland,  where  also  his  grandparents  £ 
were  born  and  spent  their  entire  lives.  Robert  1 
Cowan  was  the  only  member  of  the  family  who  i 
came  to  America,  emigrating  hither  when  a  young  < 
man.  He  was  engaged  in  the  cotton  mills  in  Fall 
River  and  Bernan,  R.  I.,  residing  in  the  Hast  until 
1848,  at  which  time  he  came  to  Illinois.  Making 
a  short  stay  here,  lie  returned  to  New  England,  and 
in  the  spring  of  1851  came  with  his  family  to 
Boone  Township  where  lie  had  purchased  land. 
There, was  a  log  house  on  the  place,  in  which  the 
family  resided  and  here  Mr.  Cowan  engaged  in 
farming  until  his  decease. 

Our  subject’s  mother,  who  bore  the  maiden  name 
of  Mary  Carment,  was  a  native  of  Glasgow,  Scot¬ 
land,  and  the  daughter  of  Alexander  and  Eliza¬ 
beth  Carment.  She  is  at  present  residing  in 
Poplar  Grove  and  is  the  mother  of  four  children; 
Robert;  Mary  E.,  Mrs.  E.  B.  Ball;  David  C.,  and 
Emma  J.,  the  wife  of  Arthur  G.  Edgell.  Our  sub¬ 
ject  was  an  infant  when  his  parents  removed  to 
the  Prairie  State  and  received  his  education  in  the 
district  schools  of  this  vicinity.  When  nineteen 
years  of  age,  he  began  teaching  school,  being  thus 
employed  for  three  terms.  At  the  expiration  of 
that  time,  be  entered  the  State  Normal  School  at 
Normal,  III.,  and  after  a  course  of  two  years  was 
again  engaged  as  a  teacher  at  Bulkley,  Iroquois 
County.  Three  years  later,  he  came  to  Poplar 
Grove,  this  county,  and  in  company  with  his  fath¬ 
er-in-law  engaged  in  the  lumber  business  and  later 
as  a  hardware  merchant. 

In  1884,  Mr.  Cowan  went  to  the  Territory  Of 
Dakota  and  pre-empted  a  tract  of  Government  land 
in  Clark  County,  and  after  a  residence  there  of  one 


year  returned  "to  this  place  and  engaged  in  the 
mercantile  business.  Ho  carries  a  large  stock  of 
general  merchandise,  and  by  his  courteous  treat¬ 
ment  of  customers  is  well  liked  by  all  who  know 
him  and  has  a  good  share  of  patronage, 

Julia  Webster,  who  was  bom  in  this  county,  be¬ 
came  the  wife  of  our  subject  in  1872,  She  is  the 
daughter  of  Wiltcts.  and  Mary  J,  (Wheeler)  Web¬ 
ster,  and  by  her  union  with  our  subject  has  become 
the  mother  of  two  children :  Mabel  A.  and  Frank  C. 
Mr.  Cowan  is  a  member  of  Poplar  Grove  Lodge 
A.  0.  IT.  W.  and  is  a  demitted  member  of  the  Ma¬ 
sonic  lodge  at  Buckley.  A  Republican  in  politics, 
he  cast  his  first  Presidential  vote  for  Hayes,  and 
in  local  affairs  1ms  served  as  a  member  of  the 
County  Board  of  Supervisors  for  six  years,  five 
years  as  County  Superintendent  of  Schools,  and  as 
a  member  of  the  Republican  County 'Cen  tral  Com¬ 
mittee,  has  often  represented  his  party  in  county 
and  district  conventions. 


a'  LSON  II.  KEELER,  editor  and  proprietor 
j  of  the  Bclvidere  tforlhu'estern,  a  weekly 


Jlli  newspaper,  was  born  in  Bclvidere  Town¬ 
ship,  Boone  County,  March  13,1854.  His 
paternal  grandfather,  Martin  Keeler,  a  native  of 
Connecticut,  went  with  Ins  brother  Joseph  to 
Cortland  County,  N.  Y.  Both  purchased  land  in 
the  town  of  Truxton, cleared  and  developed  farms, 
and  there  spent  the  remainder  of  thoir  days.  Mar¬ 
tin  married  Anna  Woodruff,  who  was  born  in 
Fabius,  Onondaga  County,  N.  Y.,  and  died  on  the 
home  farm. 

Warren  Keelev,  father  of  our  subject,  was  born 
on  that  farm  Juno  12,  1821,  and  by  purchasing 
the  interest  of  the  other  heirs  became  owner  of 
the  old  homestead,  upon  which  he  resided  until 
1849,  when  ho  sold  out  and  emigrated  to  Boone 
County,  Ill.  He  bought  a  tract  of  land  of  two 
hundred  and  twenty-five  acres  in  Bclvidcrc  I  own- 
ship,  of  which  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  acres 
were  broken,  the  remainder  being  covered  with 
timber.  The  ■improvements  consisted  of  a  log 
j  house  and  frame  barn.  Mr.  Keeler  there  engaged 
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in  fanning  until  1878, 'when  lie  sold  that  land  and 
resided  in  the  town  of  (Spring  until  1888,  since 
which  time  he  lms  lived  a  retired  life  in  Belvidere, 
He  was  married,  January  11,  1844,  to  Delotia 
Keeney,  who  was  born  in  Fabius,  N.  Y.,  July  21, 
1818.  The  family  numbered  five  children:  Fe lo¬ 
ci  a  B.,  Horatio,  Mary  A.,  Alson  H,  and  Emma  L. 
The  parents  are  both  members  of  the  First  Bap¬ 
tist  Church  and  are  highly  respected  people  of 
Belvidere, 

The  maternal  grandfather  of  our  subject  was 
Champion  Keeney,  a  native  of  Connecticut,  and  a 
son  of  Him  on  Keeney,  who  was  born  in  the  same 
State  and  removed  to  New  York  in  1796,  becom¬ 
ing  one  of  the  early  settlors  of  Fabius.  In  the 
midst  of  the  forest,  he  developed  a  farm  and  wen  t 
through  all  the  experiences  and  hardships  of  pio¬ 
neer  life.  While  lie  worked  upon  the  farm,  his 
wife  spun  and  wove  the  cloth  used  in  clothing  the 
family.  Her  maiden  name  was  Polly  Batcsi  The 
grandfather  of  our  subject  was  only  two  years  old 
when  his  parents  emigrated  to  Onondaga  County. 
He  married  Esther  Daniels,  a  native  of  that  coun¬ 
ty,  and  for  many  years  there  followed  farming. 
His  last,  days  were  spent  in  retirement  in  the  vil¬ 
lage  of  Fabius,  whore  ho  died  at  the  advanced 
ago  of  ninety-one.  lie  served  in  the  War  of  1812, 
and  his  widow  is  one  of  its  pensioners. 

Wo  now  take  up  the  personal  history  of  our 
subject  who  acquired  Ids  early  education  in  the 
country  schools  and  supplemented  it  by  study  in 
Belvidere  and  at  Beloit  College.  In  the  autumn 
of  1874, he  went  to  Butler  County, Iowa, where  he 
engaged  in  teaching  through  the  winter,  and  in 
the  spring  of  1875  returned  to  Belvidere  and 
opened  a  real-estate  and  insurance  olHco  with  R. 
W.  Coon,  publisher  of  the  Belvidere  Northwestern. 
Mr.  Keeler  afterward  became  connected  with  the 
paper  as  reporter  and  compositor,  and  later  was 
foreman  of  the  office  and  local  editor  until  1888. 
In  that  year  lie  resigned  his  position  and  went  to 
Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa,  where  ho  spent  two  .years, 
after  which  ho  was  foreman  and  city'  editor  of  the 
Waukegan  Gazette,  of  Waukegan,  Ill.,  for  two 
years.  He  then  purchased  the  Northwestern,  of 
which  ho  is  now  sole  proprietor. 

Mr.  Keeler  was  married,  September  28,  1880,  to 


Edith  A.  Swasey,  who  was  born  in  Portsmouth, 
N.  II.,  and  is  a  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Edith  A. 
(Holmes)  Swasey.  They  liaye  one  son,  Lawrence 
S.,  born  December  23,  1882.  The  parents  are  both 
members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  Since  east¬ 
ing  his  first  Presidential  vote  for  R.  B.  Hayes,  Mr. 
Keeler  has  been  a  stanch  Republican.  Socially,  ho 
is  a  member  of  Belvidere  Lodge  No.  60,  A.  F.  & 
A.  M.;  Kishwaukee  Chapter  No.  90,  R.  A.  M.;  Big 
Thunder  Lodge  No.  28. 1.  O.  O.  F,,  and  several 
other  of  the  secret  benevolent  societies. 

In  the  spring  of  1892,  Mr.  Keeler  was  elected  a 
member  of  the  City  Council,  representing  the 
Third  Ward,  and  was  also  in  the  same  spring 
elected  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Education  of 
the  South  Belvidere  School. 

Under  its  present  management,  the  Northwestern 
has  not  only  been  enlarged  but  lias  been  improved 
in  every  way.  The  circulation  has  been  greatly 
increased,  and  the  liberal  patronage  which  it  now 
receives  is  well  deserved.  In  January,  1892,  Mr. 
Keeler  removed  to  Isis  own  new  office  building  on 
South  State  Street.  lie  undoubtedly  occupies  one 
of  the  finest  buildings  used  for  newspaper  publi¬ 
cation  in  Northern  Illinois.  I  t  was  built  for  th  s 
purpose,  and  is  a  handsome  two-story  brick  build¬ 
ing,  conveniently'' arranged,  and  supplied  with  all 
the  accessories  of  the  modern  office.  Kr  has  a 
complete  outfit,  for  a  job  office,  and  its  machinery' 
is  run  by'  water  power. 


PUGOST  BLOMBERG,  a  prosperous  busi- 

ness  man  and  stockholder  in  the  Forest 
City  Baking  Company',  recently'  organized 
at  No.  609  Seventh  Street,  was  formerly' 
engaged  in  the  bakery  business  here  but  sold  out  to 
this  company'.  He  was  born  in  Sweden,  Septem¬ 
ber  22, 1847,  and  learned  his  trade  there  after  reach¬ 
ing  his  fourteenth  birthday'.  In  September,  1879,  he 
came  to  the  United  States,  and  subsequently  to 
Rockford,  where  he  established  a  bakery  On  Sev¬ 
enth  Street.  He  met  with  unusual  success  and 
has  accumulated  a  handsome  competence.  Pre¬ 
vious  to  coming  to  Rockford,  lie  was  engaged 
in  the  bakery'  business  in  New  York  City',  Bos- 
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ton,  and  other  cities  of  the  New  England  States. 
I-Ie  is  the  owner  of  much  valuable  property  in 
Rockford,  and  is  a  stockholder  in  the  Excelsior 
Furniture  Company.  Mr.  Blomberg  expects  to 
visit  his  native  country  in  1892,  but  will  return 
and  take  charge  of  the  Forest  City  Baking  Com¬ 
pany. 

Mr.  Blomberg  is  the  only  one  of  his  relatives  m 
this  country.  His  father,  .John  Blomberg,  is  still  a 
resident  of  Sweden,  and  is  seventy  years  of  age. 
He  served  his  country  faithfully  as  a  soldier  for 
thirty-four  years.  He  is  a  prominent  man  in  his 
native  province  and  is  highly  respected.  The 
maiden  name  of  his  wife  was  Cathrina  Bengston 
and  she  died  in  her  native  country  many  years 
ago.  She  was  a  member  of  the  Swedish  Lutheran 
Church,  and  Mr.  Blomberg  holds  membership  in 
the  same  at  the  present  time. 

Our  subject  is  a  public-spirited  citizen  and  takes 
a  deep  interest  in  all  local  matters.  Ile-is  a  worthy 
member  of  the  Zion  Lutheran  Church,  and  in  pol- 
tics  supports  the  principles  of  the  Republican 
party.  To  his  marriage  with  Josephine  Bah gs ton 
were  born  three  interesting  children:  Charles  A., 
John  H.  and  Fred. 


W^UMPIIREY  TRIPP.  The  citizens  of  Peca- 
Ww  ton  ica  know  Mr.  Tripp  as  not  only  a  suceess- 
ful  man,  with  large  landed  interests  in  vari- 
|||  ous  States,  but  they  know  him  as  something 
more,  a  man  who  is  earnestly  striving  in  all  hon¬ 
orable  ways  to  make  the  world  better  for  his  pres¬ 
ence  in  it.  He  began  life  poor,  and  in  all  that  the 
phrase  implies,  is  the  architect  of  his  own  fortune, 
of  which  he  contributes  constantly  and  generously 
to  foster  education,  promote  the  interests  of  the 
people  and  relieve  suffering.  Orphaned  at  the  age 
of  sixteen,  he  early  became  self-supporting,  and 
with  no  monejmd  capital,  but  with  plenty  of  de¬ 
termination  and  perseverance,  worked  his  way  to 
prosperity. 

A  Canadian  by  birth  and  parentage,  our  subject 
was  born  in  Oxford,  May  20,  1830.  His  par¬ 
ents,  Michael  and  Rebecca  (Sissan)  Tripp,  were 
born  in  New  Brunswick  and  had  a  family  of  eight 


children.  The  mother  died  in  Canada  when  only 
thirty-eight,  but  the  father  survived  until  he  was 
about  sixty,  when  his  death  occurred  in  Indiana. 
Humphrey  passed  his  boyhood  in  Canada  whence  .  , 
he  removed  to  the  States  in  1855,  taking  up  his 
residence  in  Pecatonica,  From  the  first,  he  was 
successful  in  liis  various  enterprises,  and  it  may 
be  said  of  him  that  he  never  know  the  meaning  of 
the  word  “failure.’' 

November  13,  1866,  Mr.  Tripp  was  married  to 
Cynthia  A.,  widow  of  Jacob  Mandorville,  who  died 
in  Pecatonica  at  the  ago  of  forty  years.  Mrs. 
Tripp  was  born  in  New  York,  July  20, 1826,  the 
daughter  of  Abel  and  Betsy  (Buell)  Buell.  Her 
father  was  born  in  Connecticut  and  died  in  Dela¬ 
ware  County, N.  Y.,  at  the  age  of  seventy-six  years; 
while  her  mother  was  born  in  Connecticut  and 
passed  away  in  Pecatonica  at  hpQ  ripe  old  age  of 
ninety-one  years.  Abel  Bu^f  was  one  of  the 
brave  soldiers  who,  dining j/ne  War  of  1812,  con¬ 
tributed  his  services  to  tli^aefense  of  his  country, 
and  after  ins  death  ^  pension  was  granted  to  his 
widow. 

The  members  of  the  Buell  family,  with  the  ex¬ 
ception  of  one  brother,  were  stanch  adherents  of 
Democratic  principles,  and  they  were  uniformly 
men  of  uprightness  and  honor,  highly  esteemed 
wherever  they  resided.  Mrs.  Tripp  was  one  of  nine 
children,  three  of  whom  are  now  living.  She  is  a 
lady  whose  kindness  of  heart  and  generosity  arc 
recognized  by  lier  large  circle  of  acquaintances, 
and  she  also  possesses  large  executive  ability  and 
excellent  judgment,  which  enable  her  to  assist  her 
husband  in  his  business  transactions  by  ber  sound 
and  active  co-operation. 

Mr.  Tripp  believes  that  the  best  interests  Of  the 
Government  are  subserved  by  Protection,  hence  is 
firm  in  his  allegiance  to  Republican  principles.  He 
is  a  member  of  the.  Independent  Order  of  Odd 
Fellows  and  tho  Ancient  Order  of  United  Work¬ 
man,  and  is  prominent  in  both  orders.  In  his  re¬ 
ligions  connections,  he  is  a  member  of  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  Church,  to  which  his  estimable  wife 
also  belongs.  Mr,  and  Mrs.  Tripp  are  stockholders 
in  the  shoe  factory  at  Pecatonica,  own  considera¬ 
ble  valuable:  village  property,  including  business 
blocks  and  residence  lots,  and,  besides  this,  are  the 
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owners  of  more  than  thirteen  hundred  and  twenty 
acres  of  line  fanning  land  in  Kansas,  Iowa,  Min¬ 
nesota  and  Illinois,  so  that  their  attention  is  closely 
occupied  by  their  landed  interests. 


ff^  ANS  F.  PETERSON.  In  a  city  of  the  rapid 
jptf)  growth  and  development  which  has  charac- 
torized  Rockford,  the  importance  of  the  line 
(|||  of  industry  in  which  Mr.  Peterson  is  en¬ 
gaged  cannot  be  over-estimated.  To  the  contractor 
and  builder  in  effect,  conjointly  with  the  architect, 
belongs  the  task  of  imparting  to  the  city  that  ap¬ 
pearance  of  solidity,  wealth,  refinement  and  com¬ 
fort  which  at  once  stamps  its  citizens  as  progres¬ 
sive  and  enterprising. 

Mr.  Peterson  has  been  a  resident  of  Rockford 
since  1859,  and  during  that  time  has  met  with  suc¬ 
cess  in  his  business.  He  is  a  skillful  and  reliable 
workman,  and  has  erected  many  fine  homes  in  the 
city,  besides  numerous  business  blocks.  He  lias  a 
beautiful  residence  at  No.  105  Baker  Street,  and  is 
one  of  the  most  prominent  and  highly  respected 
residents  of  Rockford. 

Tire  parents  of  our  subject,  Peter  and  Christina 
(Hansen)  Swanson,  passed  their  entire  lives  in 
Sweden,  and  died  when  fifty-two  and  seventy-two 
years  of  age,  respectively.  They  were  members  of 
the  Swedish  Lutheran  Church.  Of  the  seven  chil¬ 
dren  born  to  them,  three  are  yet  living  in  Sweden, 
all  of  whom  are  married.  Our  subject  and  a 
sister,  Charlotte,  were  the  only  members  of  the 
family  to  come  to  the  United  States.  She  became 
the  wife  of  Peter  Johnson,  and  died  in  Rockford 
when  about  middle  age.  Her  husband  is  still  re¬ 
siding  in  this  city. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Jonkoping,  Sweden, 
on  the  14th  of  October,  1847,  and  there  learned 
his  trade  of  mason  and  contractor.  He  was  mar¬ 
ried  in  that  country  to  Miss  Eva  C.  Samuelson,  a 
native  of  the  same  province  as  her  husband.  Her 
parents  passed  their  entire  lives  in  Sweden,  and 
she  grew  to  womanhood  in  bpr  native  land.  After 
the  birth  of  one  son,  Oscar,  how  deceased,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Peterson  took  passage  for  the  United  States, 


arriving  in  this  country  soon  after.  They  lived 
for  one  year  in  Geneva,  Ill.,  where  Mr.  Peterson  fol¬ 
lowed  his  trade,  then  came  to  Rockford,  and  here 
he  has  resided  ever  since.  In  1888,  he  had  the 
misfortune  to  lose  his  estimable  wife,  who  pos¬ 
sessed  many  virtues  of  mind  and  heart.  At  the  time 
of  her  decease  she  was  sixty-six  years  old.  She 
was  a  member  of  the  Lutheran  Church,  to  which 
her  children  also  belonged. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Peterson  were  the  parents  of  six 
children,  but  lost  four:  Carl  A.,  an  infant  un¬ 
named,  Oscar  F.  and  Alexander  F.  Those  living 
are  Mary,  an  accomplished  and  educated  young 
lady,  who  is  at  home,  and  Samuel,  a  brick-mason 
by  trade,  who  is  also  at  home.  Mr.  Peterson  -was 
one  of  the  first  members  of  the  Swedish  Lutheran 
Church,  of  Rockford,  and  has  been  Trustee  of  the 
same.  In  politics,  he  upholds  the  principles  of  the 
Republican  party,  and  has  been  Supervisor  of  his 
ward,  the  Second,  for  four  years.  I 

A  portrait  of  Mr.  Peterson  accompanies  this 
sketch. 


ENRY  H.  ROBINSON,  a  real-estate  dealer 
O}  of  Rockford,  is  a  typical  business  man  of 
'ikJy  this  day  and  age  of  the  world,  wide-awake 
Hi  and  enterprising,  his  entire  life  character¬ 
ized  by  thrift  and  push.  He  was  born  in  1845, 
and  iu  1847  the  family  made  a  permanent  location 
in  Rockford,  Ill.  In  March,  1850,  the  father 
crossed  the  plains  to  California  in  company  with  a 
number  of  the  prominent  citizens  of  Rockford,  and 
about  six  months  later  landed  at  San  Francisco. 
Ho  died  soon  afterward  at  Mud  Creek,  near  Hang- 
town,  and  was  buried  by  his  friends  in  that  far-off 
place.  His  wife  was  called  to  lier  final  rest  in  1870. 
She  was  a  member  of  the  Congregational  Church. 
In  the  family  were  two  sons  and  a  daughter:  Mary 

11.,  wifo  of  Dr.  E.  P.  Catlin,  of  this  city;  Norman 

5.,  who  married  Addio  K.  Davis,  of  Chicago,  and 
is  a  prominent  citizen,  now  living  a  retired  life  in 
Eugene,  Ore,;  and  H.  II.,  of  this  sketch. 

Indolence  and  idleness  are  utterly  foreign  to  the 
nature  of  our  subject.  At  the  age  of  nineteen,  he 
left  homo  and  went  to  California  where  he  spent 
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one  year.  He  lias  traveled  considerably  and  has 
thereby  become  a  well-in ‘ormed  man,  at  the  same 
.  thite  gaining  an  excellent  knowledge  of  men  and 
their  manners.  After  his  return  to  Rockford,  he 
engaged  in  the  hardware  business  for  some  years 
and  then  turned  his  attention  to  real-estate  deal¬ 
ing.  From  the  beginning,  he  has  met  with  excel¬ 
lent  success.  For  about  two  years  past,  lie  has  been 
in  partnership  with  Mr.  Haines.  They  deal  in 
real  estate  in  the  West,  in  Chicago,  other  parts  of 
the  country,  and  especial  ly  in  Rockford.  Mr.  Rob¬ 
inson  is  also  a  Director  in  tlio  Third  National 
Bank,  and  a  stockholder  in  many  other  enterprises 
which  add  to  the  life  and  business  prosperity  of 
the  city.  He  was  Secretary  of  the  first  Street  Rail¬ 
way  Company,  the  road  being  built  in  1880,  the 
first  car  being  run  on  the  4th  of  March  of  the  fol¬ 
lowing  year.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Board  of 
Trustees  of  Rockford  Hospital  and  of  the  execu¬ 
tive  committee  of  the  Rockford  Seminary.  Of  the 
Young  Men’s  Christian  Association,  lie  is  a  prom¬ 
inent  member  and  has  held  a  number  of  its  offices, 
being  President  at  this  writing.  He  is  a  friend  to 
all  educational  and  moral  interests  and  never  with- 
bolds  bis  support  from  any  enterprise  calculated  to 
prove  of  public  benefit. 


J  OHN  L.  WITBECK,  proprietor  of  the  Flora 
Meadows  Stock  Farm,  in  the  township  of 
Flora,  Boone  County,  was  born  in  Athens, 

_  i  Greene  County,  N.  Y.,  February  19,  1842. 

His  father,  Isaac  T.  Witbeck,  was  also  born  in  that 
place,  where  he  ranked  among  the  well-to-do  citi¬ 
zens. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  reared  and  edu¬ 
cated  in  his  native  town  and  resided  there  until 


1858,  when  he  removed  to  Chicago  and  was  en¬ 
gaged  in  the  manufacture  of  carriages,  wagons, 
plows  and  other  kinds  of  vehicles  and  agricul¬ 
tural  implements,  as  a  member  of  the  linn  of  II, 
Witbeck  &  Co.,  which  was  one  of-  the  largest  manu¬ 
facturing  houses  in  the  city  at  that  time,  Ilo 
continued  in  the  business  about  four  years.  Then, 
on  account  of  ill-health,  he  sought  a  country  home 
and,  coming  to  Belvidero,  lived  there  one  year, 


and  then  purchased  a  porOon  of  the  farm  whore 
our  subject  now  resides.  After  occupying  that 
place  a  few  years,  the  elder  Mr.  Witbeck  removed 
to  the  village  and  resided  there  until  his  death. 

In  polities,  he  was  a  Republican  and  held  various 
offices  of  trust,  representing  both  Flora  and  Belvi- 
doro  Townships  on  the  County  Board  of  Super¬ 
visors.  He  was  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  h  irst 
and  Second  National  Banks,  and  also  one  of  the 
Directors  in  the  former  institution. 

Our  subject’s  mother,  Miss  Miranda  Ondcrdonk, 
was  bom  in  May,  1816.  She  became  the  mother  of 
four  children,  three  of  whom  are  living,  viz:  Tunis, 
John  L.  and  Abraham  0.  Her  only  daughter  died 
in  her  fifth  year.  Ho  of  whom  wo  write  received 
his  early  education  in  the  schools  of  Now  York 
State,  supplemented  by  attendance  in  the  city 
schools  of  Chicago,  and  later  in  Belvidero.  He 
took  a  commercial  course  at  Biyant  &  Stratton  s 
College  in  the  Garden  City,  and  after  his  marriage 
located  on  the  farm  which  he  now  owns  and  occu¬ 
pies,  where  he  devotes  much  attention  to  the 
breeding  of  fine  stock.  Ho  has  upwards  of  sixty 
head  of  well-bred  horses,  including  draft  and 
trotting  stock.  In  the  former,  Clydesdales  are  his 
favorite  breed,  and  in  the  latter  Hamblctonians 
and  Mambrinos. 

In  1864,  John  L.  Witbeck  and  Miss  Marietta  01- 
ncy  were  united  in  marriage.  Their  children  are, 
May,  now  Mrs.  Jesse  Wheeland,  who  lives  in  Bol- 
vidore  and  has  one  child;  Gluey  married  Jennie 
Bennett  and  lives  in  Bclvidore;  Alice,  Ethel  and 
Isaac  T,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Witbeck  arc  members 
of  tlic  Presbyterian  Church,  and  in  his  polit¬ 
ical  relations  our  subject  votes  the  Republican 
ticket.  His  wife,  was  born  in  Girard,  Branch 
County,  Mich.,  and  was  the  daughter  of  Daniel 
T.  Gluey,  who  was  horn  September  22,  1816, 
in  Saratoga  County,  N.  Y.  The  first  ancestor 
in  America  was  Thomas  Olnoy,  of  Hertfordshire, 
England,  who  came  lo  America  with  his  family  in 
1685,  in  the  ship  “Planter,”  and  located  its  Salem, 
Mass.  A  year  later,  that  gentleman  was  appointed 
Surveyor,  and  was  granted  forty  acres  of  land  on 
Jeffrey  Crook,  now  in  Manchester,  Mass.  Ho  was 
a  freeman  the  same  year  and  was  early  imbued 
with  the  views  of  Roger  Williams.  March  12, 
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1638,  ho  was  excluded  from  tho  Colony  of  Massa¬ 
chusetts,  and  a  year  later  from  the  church  in  Sa¬ 
lem.  He  went  to  Narrngansett  Bay  and  located 
on  tho  west  side  of  Soekonlc  River  and,  with 
eleven  others,  founded  a  colony  called  Providences, 
purchasing  their  rights  from  the  Indians. 

Thomas  Olney  was  one  of  the  founders  of  tho 
First  Baptist  Church  of  Providence,  and  at  one 
time  was  acting  pastor  and  prominent  in  public 
affairs.  Tho  next  in  line  of  descent  also  bore  tho 
name  of  Thomas,  and  was  born  in  England  in 
1632.  1-Iis  son,  William,  was  born  in  Rhode  Island, 
June  25,  1663,  and  the  next  in  line  was  his  son 
William,  who  was  born  October  6,  1694.  Nathan 
Olney,  the  son  of  William,  Jr.,  was  the  next  in 
line  and  was  born  November  20,  1720,  in  Rhode 
Island.  That  gentleman  was  the  great-great-grand¬ 
father  of  Mrs.  Witbeclc.  lie  emigrated  from  Provi¬ 
dence  to  Saratoga  County,  N.  Y.,  between  the 
years  1765  and  1770,  and  was  one  of  the  first  set¬ 
tlers  of  the  county,  where  ho  resided  until  his  de¬ 
cease  in  ,2778. 

The  maiden  name  of  the  wife  of  Nathan  Oiney 
was  Elizabeth  Goodspeed.  She  was  born  in  Rhode 
Island  and  died  in  Saratoga  County,  N.  Y.  The 
great-grandfather  of  Mrs.  Witbeck,  Stephen  Ol¬ 
ney,  was  born  in  Rhode  Island  January  31,  1758. 
He  cleared  a  farm  from  the  wilderness  in  Saratoga 
County,  upon  which  he  died  in  1833.  The  maiden 
name  of  his  wife  was  Sarah  Irish.  The  grand¬ 
father  of  Mrs.  Witbeck,  Thomas  Olney,  was  born 
in  Saratoga  County,  in  October,  1784.  After  his 
marriage,  he  settled  in  the  town  of  Northumber¬ 
land,  purchased  a  partially-improved  farm,  and 
lived  there  until  1836,  then  went  to  tho  Territory 
of  Michigan,  where  he  was  one  of  tho  early  set¬ 
tlers  in  the  town  of  Girard,  Branch  County,  and 
there  his  decease  occurred  July  22,  1861.  The 
maiden  name  of  his  wife  was  Mary  Taylor;  she 
was  born  in  Connecticut,  and  her  father,  the  great¬ 
grandfather  of  Mrs.  Witbeck,  was  a  native  of  Con¬ 
necticut  and  a  soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  War, 
dying  at  tho  advanced  ago  of  one  hundred  years. 
The  grandmother  of  Mi’s.  Witbeck  died  at  Girard, 
Mich.,  in  February,  1886. 

Daniel  T.  Olney  wn s  reared  in  his  native  State 
and  was  twenty  years  of  age  when  he  wont  to 
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Michigan  and  engaged  in  the  mercantile  business 
at  Girard.  In  1848,  he  came  to  Illinois,  and  now 
lives  retired  in  Relvidero.  In  1843,  lie  was  mar¬ 
ried  to  Adelia  M.  Ames,  who  was  born  in  Burling¬ 
ton,  Vt.,  and  was  the  daughter  of  William  Ames. 


BHOMAS  LLOYD.  No  State  in  the  Union 
affords  bettor  encouragement  to  a  man  who 

_  desires  to  devote  himself  to  agricultural  life 

than  does  Illinois.  Its  resources  are  almost  inex¬ 
haustible  and  the  climate  is  adapted  to  the  culti¬ 
vation  of  various  crops.  Our  subject  is  one  who 
lias  found  success  in  the  lino  of  agriculture  and 
now  follows  general  fanning  and  stock-raising. 
Ilis  birth  occurred  in  England  in  1836  and  he  was 
one  of  eleven  children  born  to  Thomas  and  Char¬ 
lotte  (Kemp)  Lloyd. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  Thomas  Lloyd,  was  a 
Welshman,  born  in  the  year  1792,  and  when 
seventeen  years  of  ago  he  was  drafted  for  a  soldier. 
This  was  not  at  all  to  his  taste  and  lie  took  “French 
leave”  and  went  to  England,  where  he  mot  and 
married  Miss  Kemp.  He  was  a  stone  cutter  by  trade 
and  followed  that  trade  in  England  until  1840, when 
he  became  convinced  that  he  could  better  his  con¬ 
dition  very  materially  by  crossing  the  ocean  to 
America.  In  the  above-mentioned  year,  lie  left  bis 
wife  and  children  and  took  passage  for  the  United 
States  on  the  brig  “  Europe  ”  which  landed  him  in 
New  York  after  an  ocean  voyage  of  six  weeks, 
lie  then  went  earnestly  to  work  to  accumulate 
means  to  send  for  his  wife  and  five  children  and 
found  employment  on  tho  Erie  Canal  for  two  years. 
When  the  canal  was  finished,  he  began  working  for 
a  man,  one  Bray  ton,  with  whom  he  remained  for 
some  time.  About  a  year  and  a  half  after  his 
residence  in  this  country,  he  sent  for  his  little 
family  and  mot  them  at  Havana,  Schuyler  County, 
N.  Y.  In  the  spring  of  1844,  he  came  with 
his  family  to  Chicago,  by  water,  and  ho  and  liis 
eldest  son  William  took  one  hundred  and 
seventy-three  acres  of  Government  land  which 
they  soon  deeded.  Hero  he  passed  the  re¬ 
mainder  of  his  days,  dying  in  1867  when  seventy- 
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five  years  of  age.  He  was  n  hard-working,  indus¬ 
trious  man  and  no  one  in  the, community  was  more 
highly  esteemed.  He  was  among  the  early  settlers 
of  Winnebago  County  and  soon  became  inured  to 
the  hardships  of  pioneer  life.  The  sterling  quali¬ 
ties  of  his  nature  would  not  permit  him  to  re¬ 
linquish  his  hold  upon  the  advantages  that  he 
here  saw  before  him.  His  wife  followed  him  to 
the  grave  on  the  27th  of  November,  1879,  when  sev¬ 
enty  -n  ine  years  of  age.  They  had  been  the  paren  ts  of 
eleven  children, five  of  whom  reached  mature  years: 
William;  Mary,  Mrs.  John  Lovesee,  who  died  in 
Wisconsin  when  sixty-five  years  of  age,  leaving  a 
a  family;  Martha  became  Mrs.  Irish  and  died  in 
Kansas;  Thomas  (our  subject),  and  Amelia,  Mrs. 
Henry  Lovesee  of  Itoscoe. 

The  original  of  this  notice  was  reared  to  man¬ 
hood  in  the  locality  where  he  now  lives  and 
acquired  a  knowledge  of  the  three  R’s  in  the  dis¬ 
trict  school.  He  has  been  a  life-long  farmer  and 
has  brought  the  whole  strength  of  his  mental 
ability  to  bear  upon  his  life  work.  He  was  married 
on  the  23d  of  September,  1880,  to  Miss  Ellen 
Bray  ton,  a  native  of  Byron,  Ogle  County,  Ill.,  born 
November  29,  1852.  Her  father,  Russell  C. 
Bray  ton,  was  ft  native  of  Canada,  who  died  in 
Manchester,  Ill.,  in  1 889,  when  eighty-four  years  of 
age,,  and  her  mother,  whose  maiden  name  was 
Susan  Gurnee,  -was  a  native  of  New  York.  They 
were  the  parents  of  eleven  children,  nearly  all  the 
younger  members  alive  at  the  present  time. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lloyd  became  the  parents  of  four 
interesting  children  but  three  are  deceased:  Mary, 
died  March  14,  1888,  when  three  years  of  age; 
Thomas  E.  died  February  27,  1891,  when  four¬ 
teen  months  old,  and  Alma,  who  died  suddenly 
on  the  3d  of  March,  1891,  when  not  quite  four 
years  of  age.  They  have  one  child  living,  Char¬ 
lotte  S.,  who  was  born  June  18,  1882.  She  is  a 
bright,  pleasant  little  girl  and  the  hope  and  pride 
of  her  afflicted  parents.  Although  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Lloyd  started  with  limited  means  they  are  now  the 
owners  of  two  hundred  and  fifty-four  acres  of 
choice  land  and  have  one  hundred  and  seventy 
acres  under  cultivation.  They  do  general  farming, 
and  keep  a  small  dairy  of  eight  or  ten  cows,  sell¬ 
ing  the  cream  at  Argyle.  They  keep  about  thirty 


head  of  horses  and  horned  cattle,  and  are  among 
the  substantial  people  of  the  locality.  Mr.  Lloyd 
is  independent  in  his  political  views  and  votes  for 
the  man  rather  than  the  party.  He  is  a  member 
of  the  Methodist,  and  his  wife  a  member  of  the 
Baptist,  Church. 

II ARLES  W.  JOHNSON,  of  New  Milford,  is 
a  native  of  Clarkson,  Monroe  Count)1', 
N.  Y,  He  was  born  April  18,  1829.  His 
father,  Williams  Johnson,  was  born  at  Ilavorstraw, 
N.  Y.,  December  29,  1799,  and  was  a  son  of  Thee 
B.  Johnson,  a  farmer,  who  died  in  1848,  at 
the  ago  of  seventy  years,  leaving  three  sons  and 
four  daughters.  He  was  twice  married  and  by  the 
first  union  he  had  five  children:  Williams,  father 
of  our  subject;  Zobulon,  who  was  born  April  18, 
1801,  and  is  residing  upon  a  farm  in  New  York, 
which  1ms  been  his  home  since  1825;  Mrs.  Barah 
Bonne'll,  of  Alexander  Bay;  Rebecca  and  Clarissa, 
wlio  are  now  deceased.  The  two  brothers  were 
married  at  the  same  time  to  Bailie  and  Matilda 
Paddock  Respectively  and  as  partners  engaged  in 
farming  until  two  years  before  the  death  of  Will¬ 
iams,  which  occurred  December  3,  1886,  at  the  age 
of  eighty-six  years,  in  Speneorport,  N.  Y.,  where 
lie  had  gone  two  years  previous.  Ilis  wife  died 
December  29, 1891,  at  the  ago  of  -eighty-three,  in 
the  same  place. 

Charles  W.  Johnson  of  this  sketch  acquired  a 
liberal  education  and  at  the  age  of  twenty-five 
years,  in  the  fall  of  1852,  came  Weston  a  visit. 
Two  years  later,  he  again  came  to  Illinois  and  pur¬ 
chased  lands  in  Ogle  and  Winnebago  Counties, 
making  his  home  in  Now  Milford  Township.  Ilia 
farm  now'  comprises  two  hundred  and  forty  acres 
and  lias  increased  from  $10  to  $65  per  acre  in 
value,  On  the  8tli  of  May,  1857,  ho  married 
Phoebe  .Lane  Horton,  of  Tompkins  County,  N.  Y., 
daughter  of  Levi  D.  and  Busan  (Polhamus)  Hor¬ 
ton,  natives  of  the  Empire  State.  They  came  West 
in  1843  by  teams  and  after  four  weeks  settled  in 
New  Mi Iford  Township,  Winnebago  Conn  ty ,  They 
had  a  family  of  seven  children,  Mrs.  Johnson 
acquired  her  portion  of  education  under  the  in- 
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struction  of  Misses  Caroline  and.  Eliza  Miller,  in 
the  parlor  of  Esquire  Miller. 

Our  subject  and  his  wife  resided  upon  a  farm 
for  some  twenty  years  and  in  187G  rented  their 
land  and  made  a  visit  to  the  East,  since  which 
time  they  have  been  residents  of  New  Milford. 
Their  home  has  been  blessed  with  three  children: 
Charles  S.,  who  was  born  March  12,  1859,  grad¬ 
uated  in  music  under  Prof.  Hood  in  1879,  and 
from  the  New  England  Conservatory  of  Music  in 
Boston,  where  he  is  still  living.  He  is  a  fine  per¬ 
former  on  both  the  piano  and.  organ.  Susan  Ma¬ 
ri  Ida  was  born  November  8,  1865,  and  is  now  the 
wife  of  William  Kill  on  the  old  homestead.  Nellie 
Kusebia  Huntley,  born  December  11,  1875,  is  now 
a  student  in  the  Allen  Seminary,  of  West  Newton, 
Mass.  The  family  is  one  lucid  in  high  regard  and 
holds  a  high  social  rank.  Mr.  •'ohiwon  was  first  a 
Whig  and  then  voted  with  the  Republican  party 
for  twenty- five  years  but  is  now  a  Prohibitionist. 
The  upright  life  he  .Has  lived  has  won  him  many 
friends  and  he  id' numbered  among  the  prominent 
and  enterprising  citizens  of  New  Milford. 

OW.  1IAEGG,  a  real-estate  dealer  and  in¬ 
vestment  broker  and  merchant  of  Rockford) 
who  has  resided  in  the  city  since  18G9, 
claims  Sweden  as  the  land  of  his  birth.  IBs 
parents,  S.  ,1.  and  Charlotte  (Lindslrom)  Haegg, 
are  still  living  in  that  country,  where  they  are 
prominent  people  and  active  members  of  the 
Lutheran  Church.  The  father  is  a  manufacturer 
of  furniture. 

Mr.  Haegg,  was  only  sixteen  years  of  age  when 
he  came  to  Illinois,  with  nothing  to  depend  upon 
but  his  own  efforts.  He  began  clerking  in  a  dry¬ 
goods  house,  and,  meriting  promotion,  steadily 
worked  his  way  upward.  Later  on,  lie  purchased 
a  farm  in  the  vicinity  of  Rockford,  on  which  he 
resided  for  three  years.  In  1880,  ho  removed  to 
the  city  and  organized  the  Slum dia  Plow  Company, 
Of  which  he  was  Secretary  and  Director  for  some 
years.  This  company  started  with  a  capital  of 
$25,000,  which  has  since  been  increased  to  $200,000, 
and  has  now  capacity  for  the  employment  of  two 
5.1 
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hundred  men.  From  the  beginning,  the  work  has 
prospered  and  the  plow  company  is  now  one  of  the 
loading  industries  of  the  city. 

Mr.  Haegg  was  also  a  promoter  and  organizer  of 
several  other  prominent  manufacturing  institutions, 
among  which  are  the  Excelsior  Furniture  Com¬ 
pany,  the  Rockford  Desk  and  Furniture  Company, 
and  the  West  End  Furniture  Company,  with  which 
companies  he  is  connected  as  an  officer  and  Direc¬ 
tor.  He  also  aided  in  organizing  the  Swedish 
Building  and  Loan  Association.  He  'Iras  one  of 
the  organizers  of  the  Rockford  Brick  Company  in 
1882,  of  which  he  has  since  been  Secretary.  This 
company  owns  seventy-five  acres  adjoining  the 
city  limits,  West  Rockford,  which  has  recently  been 
platted  into  city  lots  and  is  now  a  very  valuable 
tract.  Mr.  Haegg  also  purchased  twenty-five 
acres  in  the  southeast  part  of  the  city,  and  later 
organized  the  Rockford  Manufacturing  Company, 
with  a  capital  stock  of  $200,000.  This  land  was 
platted  into  city  lots  for  the  benefit  of  the  company 
and  is  known  as  Manufacturers'  Addition.  He  is 
also  interested  in  the  Phoenix  Furniture  Company, 
Rockford  Electric  Manufacturing  Company,  Rock¬ 
ford  Paint  Manufacturing  Company  and  Rock 
River  Planing  Mill  Company,  and  owns  a  large 
in  terest  in  the  Electric  Light  Manufacturing  Com¬ 
pany  of  Bdividere,  Ill. 

In  addition  to  other  interests,  Mr.  Haegg  was  one 
of  the  organizers  and  is  Vice-president  of  the 
West  End  Street  Railway  Company,  which  operates 
a  road  of  fourteen  miles  in  the  city.  The  latest 
enterprise  with  which  he  is  connected  is  the  People’s 
Mantel  and  Furniture  Company, .which  was  recently 
organized,  with  $100,000  capital,  and  is  located  on 
IlaCgg  Bros.’  Southeast  Addition.  This  addition 
comprises  one  hundred  acres  and  is  most  beauti¬ 
fully  located  on  the  bank  of  Rock  River,  adjoining 
the  finest  park  grounds  in  the  city. 

As  a  real-estate  dealer,  Mr.  Haegg  does  a  large 
business,  owning  two  additions  in  the  West  End, 
one  addition  in  the  North  End  and  two  additions 
in  the  East  End.  lie  also  owns  and  conducts  one 
of  the  most  popular  dry-goods  stores,  having  one 
of  the  most  prominent  locations  in  the  city. 

Mr.  llaegg  was  married  in  Rockford  to  Mrs. 
Clara  Wigell,  a  native  of  Sweden,  who  was 
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brought  to  Rockford  during  her  infancy.  Her 
father,  Lars  .Johnson,  was  an  early  emigrant,  from 
Galesburg.  Ill.,  to  Pike’s  Peak,  and  there  died,  leav¬ 
ing  some  valuable  raining  possessions.  Mrs.  Mary 
C.  Johnson,  Mrs.  Haegg’s  mother,  came  to  Rock¬ 
ford  after  her  husband’s  death,  and  is  still  liv¬ 
ing  in  this  city.  By  her  former  marriage,  Mrs. 
Haegg  had  one  son,  Oscar  J.  Wigell,  manager  of  the 
branch  house  of  Ljmu,  Potter  &  Co.,  of  Chicago, 
Of  whom  mention  is  eise whore  made.  Unto  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Haegg  were  bora  five  children :  L.  Vernon, 
a  stenographer  in  the  Architectural  Metal 
Works,  of  Beloit,  Wis.;  Lillie  E.,  0.  Vincent,  Har¬ 
old  W.  and  Florence  E, 

In  the  Young  Men’s  Christian  Association  of 
this  city,  Mr.  Haegg  is  a  prominent  member  and 
Director,  and  served  as  a  delegate  to  Europe 
to  the  World’s  Conference  of  that  association. 
Himself,  wife  and  children  are  all  members  of 
the  Swedish  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  he  is 
an  active  worker  in  all  that  pertains  to  the  welfare 
and  best  interests  of  the  people..  He  has  led  an 
upright  and  honorable  life,  devoted  not  to  self 
alone,  but  to  good  works,  and  has  been  blessed  with 
prosperity,  and  at  the  same  time  has  won  the  con¬ 
fidence  and  high  regard  of  thoso  with  whom  he  has 
been  brought  in  contact.  His  portrait  is  presen  ted 
in  connection  with  this  brief  review  of  his  life. 


jjj  SAAO  UTTER  died  at  his  home  at  No.  211  S, 
jj  Winnebago  Street,  May  7,  1888,  at  the  age  of 
M  four-score  years.  He  was  well  known  in  this 
community  and  this  work  would  be  incomplete 
without  his  sketch.  A  native  of  the  Empire  State, 
he  was  descended,  from  an  old  and  prominen  t  family 
of  New  York,  where  his  parents  spent  their  entire 
lives.  He  urns  there  reared  to  manhood  and  be¬ 
came  a  successful  mechanic.  He  established  a 
woolen  mill  in  Warsaw,  N.  Y.,  which  he  operated 
l'or  some  years,  and  then  sold  out,  emigrating  to 
Rockford  in  1852.  He  here  formed  a  business  con¬ 
nection  with  Orlando  Clark,  one  of  the  early  set¬ 
tlers  of  Rockford,  who  died  in  Portland,  Ore., 
and  began  the  manufacture  of  farm  implements. 
This  connection  was  continued  for  several  years, 


when  MY«  Clark  withdrew  and  Levi  Rhodes  became 
a  partner  of  Mr.  IT fctor.  For  twenty-one  years  they 
were  engaged  in, Hho  manufacture  of  paper,  Mr. 
Utter  afterward  continuing  the  business  with  his 
son.  Mr.  Utter  and  Mr.  Rhodes  wore  two  gentle¬ 
men  possessed  of  qualities  essential  to  success, .and 
by  their  industry,  perseverance  and  good  manage¬ 
ment  won  a  well-desorved  prosperity.  Both  are 
now  deceased,  and  in  their  deaths  the  county  lost 
two  of  its  best  citizens. 

Mr,  Utter  was  a  man  of  sound,  reliable  judgment 
and  gave  his  support  to  all  enterprises  calculated 
to  prove  of  benefit  to  the  community  or  promote 
the  general  welfare.  lie  was  a  stockholder  in  the 
People’s  Bank,  the  Winnebago  National  Bank  and 
a  Director  and  stockholder  in  the  Second  National 
Bank.  A  man  of  great  determination  and  energy, 
whatever  he  undertook  he  always  carried  forward 
to  a  successful  completion,  and  this  characteristic 
in  his  life  proved  one  of  the  most  important  factors 
in  scouring  him  prosperity.  He  took  no  very  active 
part  in  political  matters,  but  was  a  stanch  suppor¬ 
ter  of  Republican  principles  and  never  failed  to 
cast  his  ballot  with  that  party.  lie  also  hold  mem¬ 
bership  with  the  Christian  Union  Church. 

Mr.  Utter  was  twice  married.  In  New  York  he 
wedded  Miss  Eliza  Smith,  who  was  bora  in  that 
State,  March  28, 1810,  and  died  in  this  city  October 
26, 1871.  She  too  belonged  to  the  Christian  Union 
Church  and  was  a  most  estimable  lady.  At  her 
death  she-  left  six  children:  Charles,  who  married 
Anna  Clark,  is  a  member  of  the  Utter  Manufac¬ 
turing  Company  and  the  Paper  Manufacturing 
Company;  Morris  L,,  who  married  Mrs.  Mary  J; 
(Hitchcock)  Simpson,  is  now  living  a  retired  life 
on  8.  Church  Street;  Harriet  is  tiro  wife  of  William 
Trowbridge,  a  successful  landscape  and  portrait 
artist  of  Chicago;  Harris  B.,  who  wedded  Elizabeth 
Adams,  is  President  of  the  Utter  Manufacturing 
Company,  of  Rockford;  Mary  B.  is  the  wife  of  Mil- 
ton  Fraley,  Secretary  and  Treasurer  of  the  Utter 
Manufacturing  Company;  and  Fidelia  L.  resides 
in  Rockford. 

Mr.  Utter  was  again  married,  in  1873,  his  second 
union  being  with  Miss  Lydia  A.  Rush,  who  was 
born  in  Somerset  County,  Pa.,  and  is  a  daughter 
of  Hon,  John  and  Margaret  (Hanna)  Rush,  also 
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natives  of  Pennsylvania.  They  were  reared  and 
married  in  Somerset  County,  began  their  domestic 
life  on  a  farm  and  unto  them  were  born  twelve 
children.  Mr.  Rush  was  for  a  number  of  years  the 
representative  of  Iris  district  in  the  Pennsylvania 
Legislature,  elected  by  the  Democratic  party,  and 
took  quite  a  prominent  part  in  politics.  In  1852, 
he  came  with  his  family  to  Rockford,  Ill.,  where  ho 
engaged  in  keeping  a  hotel  and  became  owner  of 
the  large  block  where  tbo  magnificent  hotel  now 
stands.  Ills  death  occurred  September  28,  1857, 
at  the  ago  of  seventy-one  years,  lie  was  a  member 
of  the  Baptist  Church  and  for  a  long  time  served 
as  its  Deacon.  His  wife  survived  him  only  two 
weeks,  dying  on  the  1 1th  of  October.  She  was  six 
months  his  junior  and  she  too  was  a  member  of  the 
Baptist  Church.  Of  their  twelve  children,  Mrs. 
Martha  McCall  and  John  are  now  deceased;  Jacob 
is  married  and  follows  farming  in  Fayette  County, 
Pa;  Alexander  married  Sarah  Fry,  who  is  now 
deceased,  and  is  livingun  Fayette  County;  Mary, 
widow  of  James  Fry,  resides  in  Boone,  Iowa; 
Reuben  married  Charlotte  Mitchell,  who  is  now 
deceased,  and  he  is  now  living  retired  in  Cedar 
Rapids,  Iowa;  James,  who  wedded  Sabina  Mitchell 
is  a  fruit  fanner  of  Maryland;  Jane  is  the  wife  of 
Jacob  Hazlett,a  retired  farmer  of  Rockford;  Sarah 
is  living  with  a  sister;  Margaret  resides  atNo.710  W. 
Mulberry  Street,  and  Rebecca  is  living  with  Mrs. 
II  tier. 

Mrs.  Utter  and  her  sister  are  members  of  the 
Christian  Union  Church.  She  has  continued  to 
make  her  home  in  Rockford  since  her  husband’s 
death,  and  owns  one  of  the  most  beautiful  resi¬ 
dences  Of  the  city,  located  at  No.  211 S.  Winnebago 
Street. 

ILL! AM  HALLEY.  There  is  probably  no 
family  in  Owen  Township  better  known  for 
intelligence  and  character  than  that  which 
is  represented  by  the  name  just  given.  Our  sub¬ 
ject  was  born  in  the  village  of  Markineh,  in  Fife- 
shire,  Scotland,  on  the  4tli  of  June,  1818,  and  came 
of  a  class  of  people  noted  for  their  integrity, 
honesty  and  uprightness.  His  father  was  one  of 
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the  foremost  men  in  the  manufacture  of  linen,  his 
principal  business  being  in  preparing  webs  for  the 
weaver.  He  was  the  father  of  seven  children,  all 
of  whom  be  sent  to  America  before  be  settled  there 
himself.  In  1848,  while  on  his  third  voyage  to 
this  country,  he  was  drowned  in  the  St.  Lawrence 
River,  near  Montreal.  His  wife,  the  daughter  of 
David  Mackey,  who  was  a  miller  by  trade,  died 
about  1828,  when  our  subject  was  ten  years  of  age. 

Our  subject  sailed  for  America  with  an  elder 
brother  when  fifteen  years  of  age,  and  after  a  voy¬ 
age  of  eight  weeks  landed  in  Montreal.  From 
there  they  went  immediately  to  Newbury,  Yt., 
where  our  subject  remained  five  years  (with  the 
exception  of  one  and  a  half  years  spent  in  Boston), 
and  during  the  time  worked  at  the  tailor  trade, 
which  he  had  learned  in  his  native  country.  In 
the  spring  of  1838,  he  became  impressed  with  the 
idea  that  be  could  do  better  in  the  West  and  he 
started  alone  for  Illinois,  reaching  Rockton,  of  that 
State,  on  the  12th  of  June,  after  spending  four 
weeks  on  the  way.  At  this  time,  tlie  State  was 
sparsely  settled,  a  few  pioneers  living  along  the 
stream  and  in  the  timber,  and  the  towns  were  just 
starting.  For  two  years  Mr.  Halley  spent  most  of 
his  time  in  farm  work,  but  in  the  spring  of  1840 
he  opened  a  tailor  shop  in  the  village  of  Rockton, 
at  first  as  a  working  tailor,  but  subsequently  he 
purchased  a  stock  of  cloth  and  some  ready-made 
clothing.  He  had  a  good  trade  from  the  beginning, 
for,  being  a  skillful  workman,  he  found  plenty  of 
patrons  who  recognized  his  worth,  and  lie  contin¬ 
ued  bis  trade  in  that  city.  His  was  the  second 
tailoring  establishment  in  the  county,  and  be  was 
the  first  tailor  who  brought  and  kept  for  sale 
tailor’s  goods. 

The  marriage  of  our  subject,  in  1846,  united  him 
with  Miss  Christina  Mackey,  a  native  of* the  same 
part  of  Scotland,  and  to  them  have  been  granted 
three  children,  all  of  whom  are  living.  In  1860 
Mr.  Halley  and  family  moved  on  section  4,  in  the 
Township  of  Owen,  and  engaged  in  mixed  stock 
and  grain  farming  at  which  he  was  fairly  success¬ 
ful.  Our  subject  is  the  owner  of  over  eleven 
hundred  acres  of  as  fine  land  as  any  in  the  country. 
He  put  the  first  tile  draining  in  the  town  of  Rock¬ 
ton;  previous  tb  that  time  there  had  been  very 


1138 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECQIID. 


little  draining  done  in  the  county.  In  ail,  Mr.  Hal¬ 
ley  used  about  fifteen  car  loads  of  tile,  making 
about  as  many  miles  of  drain.  He  has  also  held  a 
number  of  local  offices  and  has  filled  them  in  a 
very  creditable  and  satisfactory  manner.  lie  filled- 
in  succession  the  offices  of  Township  Clerk,  Justice 
of  the  Peace,  Assessor  and  Supervisor.  His  eldest 
son,  William,  married  Miss  Sarah  Armstrong^his 
daughter  Anna  married  John  Wishop,  and  Edwin 
R.  married  Miss  Ida  A.  Cowan,  and  all  are  settled 
on  farms  in  the  vicinity. 

Mr.  Halley  was  the  first  of  his  relatives  to  come 
West  but  he  was  soou  followed  from  the  East  and 
from  Scotland,  many  of  them  coming  to  Winne¬ 
bago  County,  there  being  about  one  hundred  in 
this  vicinity  while  many  are  in  Southern  and 
Western  States.  Of  Mr.  Halley’s  brothers  and  sis¬ 
ters,  John,  the  eldest, has  no  living  children;  Ann 
married  William  Gilmore  and  they  had  four  sons 
and  six  daughters  all  living  but  one  son  William; 
Jean  married  Alexander  Patterson,  and  they  have 
two  sons  and  two  daughters  living;  Margaret 
married  Thomas  Farmer,  and  they  have  seven 
sons  and  two  daughters  living;  David  has 
four  sons  and  two  daughters  living,  and  Robert, 
the  youngest,  one  sou  and  three  daughters. 


Wj  AMES  S.  TERWILLIGER,  Cashier  of  the 
i|j  First  National  Bank  of  Belvidere,  was  born 
x?»J|!  in  Preble,  Cortland  County,  N.  Y.,  March 
26,  1822.  His  paternal  grandfather  was  a 
native  of  Holland  and  the  founder  of  the  family- 
in  America.  By  occupation  he  was  a  farmer  and 
spent  his  last  days  in  Preble,  N,  Y.  Green  Ter- 
williger,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  born  in 
Greene,  Chenango  County,  N.  Y.,  April  20,  1798, 
and  was  reared  to  agricultural  pursuits,  which  he 
followed  throughout  his  entire  life.  He  died  on 
his  farm  in  Preble  Township,  September  11,  1879. 
His  wife,  who  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Martha 
Pearsall,  was  born  in  New  York,  June  1,  1796,  and 
died  August  5,  1863,  The  five  children  of  the 
family  were  Simmons,  James  S.,  Riley,  Maria  and 
Philetus. 

Mr.  Terwilliger,  whose  name  heads  this  record, 


acquired  his  eaGy 'education  in  the  district  schools 
of  Proble.  At  the  age  of  fourteen,  ho  left  the 
parental  roof  and  walked  to  Camillas,  where  he 
found  employment  in  a  woolen  mill  and  there  re¬ 
mained  one  year.  llo  then  spent  the  succeeding 
year  in  a  mill  at  Marcellos  Falls,  after  which  lie 
;  entered  Homer  Academy  and  prepared  himself  for 
teaching.  He  then  tough  t  school  during  the  winter 
season  and  the  remainder  of  the  year  he  devoted 
to  the  study  of  law  with  his  uncle,  Gardner  Knapp, 
at  Hooper’s  Valley,  N.  Y.,  and  was  admitted  to  the 
Bar  in  the  city  of  Syracuse,  where  he  resided  until 
1847,  That  year  witnessed  his  emigration  to  the 
West.  lie  came  by  way  of  the  Welland  Canal  and 
Great  Lakes  to  Chicago  and  thence  went  by 
stage  to  Beloit,  Wis.,  where  he  remained  a  short 
time,  after  which  he  came  to  Belvidere.  A  short 
time  afterward  lie  formed  a  partnership  with 
George  Kretsinger  and  practiced  law  for  a  few 
months,  when  he  accepted  a  position  as  clerk  in 
the  office  of  the  Circuit  Clerk,  where  he  remained 
for  about  three  yearn.  He  was  then  elected  Justice 
of  the  Peace,  but  after  a  time  resigned  and  ac¬ 
cepted  a  position  as  clerk  in  the  Fuller  &  Lawrence 
Bank,  where  he  remained  until  1859.  With  three 
others,  in  the  spring  of  that  year,  ho  started  for 
Pike’s  Peak.  They  had  three  horses  and  a  wagon 
and  plenty  of  provisions  for  the  journey,  They 
traversed  the  State  of  Iowa,  crossing  the  Mis¬ 
souri  River  at  Plattsmouth  and  thence  wont  on 
across  the  plains,  over  which  deer,  antelope  and 
buffaloes  roamed  In  largo  numbers.  H  was  on  that 
journey  that  Mr.  Terwilliger  killed  his  only  buf¬ 
falo.  As  prospects  were  not  very'  good  at  Pike’s 
Peak,  the  young  men  sold  their  team  and  soon  re¬ 
turned  home.  Our  subject  remained  in  Boone 
County  until  the  breaking  out  of  the  war,  when 
he  went  to  Springfield  and  was  engaged  as  clerk 
in  the  mustering  office  for  about  one  year. 

In  1848,  Mr.  Terwilliger  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Emily  Mitchell,  who  was  bom  in  New  Hamp¬ 
shire.  November  23, 1822,  and  died  October  24, 
1887,  leaving  a  daughter,  Florence,  who  was  bom 
September  12,  1851,  became  the  wife  of  D.  0.  IIol- 
lenshend,  and  died  December  17, 1885,  leaving  one 
child,  lolene,  who  makes  her  home  with  her  grand¬ 
father.  In  November,  1888,  Mr,  Terwilliger  wed- 
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ded  Elizabeth  (Rightor)  Martin.  He  is  a  member 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  as  was  also  bis  first 
•wife,  but  his  second  wife  holds  membership  with  the 
Baptist  Church.  They  are  highly  respected  people 
and  have  many  warm  friends  in  this  community, 
In  early  life  he  was  a  Democrat  but  sinco  the  or¬ 
ganization  of  the  Republican  party  has  been  one 
of  its  stanch  advocates. 

On  his  return  from  Springfield,  Mr.  Terwilliger 
became  connected  with  the  banking  interests  of 
Relvidoro  and  when  the  First  National  Bank  was 
organized  in  18G5,  he  was  made  Assistant  Cashier 
and  later  Cashier,  which  position  he  has  held  for 
over  twenty  years.  In  1890,  he  became  one  of 
the  organizers  of  the  Second  National  Bank,  of 
which  lie  is  a  Director,  Ilis  faithful  service  as 
Cashier  of  the  First  National  has  won  him  the  con¬ 
fidence  and  warm  regard  of  his  employers  and  he 
is  held  in  high  esteem  throughout  business 'circles. 


ft?  RWIS  PATTERSON,  another  old  and  niucb- 
||  esteemed  citizen  of  Winnebago  County, 
ilys  was  born  in  Canada,  on  the  16th  of  Febru¬ 
ary,  1818,  and  is  the  son  of  Jonathan  Patterson,  a 
native  of  New  Hampshire,  born  March  20,  1780. 
The  elder  Mr.  Patterson  moved  to  Canada  with  his 
bride,  Lydia  (Parker)  Patterson,  he  at  the  age  of 
twenty-one  and  she  when  twenty,  and  they  pur¬ 
chased  land  and  began  farming.  There  eight  of 
their  thirteen  children  were  born.  In  1820  they 
sold  out  and  moved  to  Kllisburgh,  Jefferson  Coun¬ 
ty,  N.  Y,,  settling  on  a  small  farm.  Ip  1881,  they 
moved  to  Cuyahoga  County,  Ohio,  near  Cleve¬ 
land,  resided  there  about  eight  years  and  then 
moved  to  Harrison  Township,  Winnebago  County, 
Ill.,  where  they  purchased  one  hundred  acres,  pay¬ 
ing  $100.  Mr,  Patterson  died  on  his  farm  on 
the  20th  of  March,  1845,  on  Ins  sixty-fifth  birth¬ 
day,  leaving  a  widow  and  eleven  children.  Eight 
of  the  thirteen  children  born  to  this  worthy  couple 
were  sons,  and  five  daughters,  but  two  sons  died 
in  early  youth.  The  paternal  grandfather  of 
these  children,  Jonathan  Patterson,  Sr.,  was  a 
soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  War  and  served 
several  years  as  a  private.  The  maternal  grand- 


!  father,  Caleb  Parker,  of  Brattleboi’O,  Vt.,  was  a 
Captain  in  the  Revolution,  Both  came  out  of 
the  war  unharmed.  The  mother  of  our  subject 
survived  her  husband  many  years  and  died  at  the 
home  of  her  daughter  in  Minnesota,  in  1865, 
when  eighty-four  years  of  age. 

The  original  of  this  notice  has  been  a  life-long 
farmer,  and  has  been  a  resident  of  Harrison  Town¬ 
ship  since  1839,  over  half  a  century.  As  he  grew 
to  manhood,  he  received  but  little  schooling,  and 
when  twenty-one  years  of  age,  he  wedded  Miss 
Emily  Blackburn,  of  the  Buckeye  State,  daughter 
of  John  and  Jane  (Beers)  Blackburn.  Their  mar¬ 
riage  was  celebrated  in  May,  1839,  and  they  took 
the  wedding  trip  to  Illinois,  the  father  and  an  elder 
brother  of  our  subject,  Dr.  Almond  Patterson,  go¬ 
ing  ahead  of  the  family  in  March..  Our  subject 
sent  the  household  goods  to  Chicago  by  way  of  the 
Lake,  and  then  he  and  the  rest  of  the  family,  fi  ve  in 
number,  including  the  mother,  made  the  trip  with 
a  team.  They  were  thirty-two  clays  eu  route  but 
bad  a  very  pleasant  journey  and  escaped  the  mud 
of  the  Maumee  Swamps.  Our  subject  and  wife 
commenced  housekeeping  on  the  claim  of  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres,  which  Mrs,  Compton 
now  owns,  but  within  two  years  they  sold  this  and 
purchased  forty  acres  near  where  they  now  reside. 
About  thirty  years  later,  or  in  1876,  they  bought 
their  present  farm  of  eighty  acres  and  erected  a 
good,  comfortable  residence  on  this. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Patterson  have  lost  two  sons  ;  one, 
John  A.,  enlisted  with  the  Boys  in  Blue  and  died 
in  the  Rebel  prison  at  Macon,  On.,  in  1862,  prob¬ 
ably  of  starvation.  lie  enlisted  at  Harrison  in  the 
fall  of  1861,  with  the  Fifty-fifth  Illinois  Infantry. 
Company  C,  and  was  captured  on  the  first  day  of 
the  battle  of  Shiloh.  He  was  taken  to  Montgom¬ 
ery,  Ala.,  on  Sunday  and  had  nothing  to  cat  until 
the  following  Tuesday  morning.  He  was  in  that 
state  until  his  sad  ending.  George  C-.,  another 
son,  who  fought  bravely  for  the  Old  Flag,  volun¬ 
teered  in  August,  1862,  in  the  Seventy-second  Illi¬ 
nois  Infantry,  Company  B,  under  Capt.  Curtiss, 
went  at  once  to  Vicksburg,  Miss.,  and  was  under 
fire  at  that  siege  for  forty-seven  days.  The  next 
engagement  was  at  Natchez,  Term.  He  served  two 
years  and  four  mouths  in  the  ranks  and  only  had  a 
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short  furlough  when  he  was  sick  with  fever.  lie  was 
killed  at  Franklin,  Tenn.,  November  28,  1864 — shot 
dead  while  in  action.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Patterson  have 
two  children  left:  Frederick  W.,  who  is  at  home  con¬ 
ducting  the  farm.  He  married  Miss  Erdell  Kil- 
bourn,  a  native  of  Oneida  County,  N.  Y„,  who 
came  to  Illinois  with  her  grandmother,  Thorne, 
when  a  child.  Iler  parents  were  Daniel  and  Kate 
(Thorne)  Kilbourn.  Marion,  the  daughter  of  this 
worthy  old  couple,  married  Elmer  Richie,  a  farmer, 
and  resides  in  Floyd  County,  Iowa:  (She  has  two 
daughters  and  one  son.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Patterson 
have  live  grandchildren:  Emily  K.  and  Flora  J. 
Patterson,  the  son’s  children,  at  home.  Emily  is  a 
young  lady  of  twenty-two  years,  and  Flora  J. 
a  sweet,  pretty  child  of  two  years,  the  joy  and  i 
pride  of  her  grandparents.  Marion  is  a  grad¬ 
uate  of  the  Durand  School  and  is  of  a  literary 
turn  of  mind,  writing  much  for  the  press.  She 
also  delivered  some  very  able  addresses.  Mr.  Pat¬ 
terson  has  served  the  township  as  Justice  of  the 


with  a  Mr.  llopborn,  with  whom  he  continued  in 
business  for  two  years.  lie  then  opened  up  his 
present  establishment  and  has  since  been  success¬ 
ful.  He  owns  a  fine  house  at  No.  513  Walnut  Street, 
and  is  one  of  the  substantial,  progressive  men  of 
the  city. 

During  the  latter  part  of  the  war,  he  enlisted  in 
Company  B,  One  Hundred  and  Forty-first  Illinois 
Infantry,  from  Rockford  for  one  hundred  days, 
but  was  in  service  for  four  months.  After  being 
honorably  discharged  he  returned  to  this  city. 

Born  in  Jonkoping,  Sweden,  March  15,  1835,  ho 
there  attained  his  growth  and  received  his  scholas¬ 
tic  advantages.  He  also  learned  lus  trade  in  that 
country,  and  was  the  f|rst  Of  the  family  to  come 
to  the  United  States.  He  sailed  from  Gotten  burg 
to  New  York  City,  and  from  there  to  Chicago, 
Ill.,  where  he  remained  six  months.  From 
there  ho  came  to  Rockford,  and  has  since  been 
joined  by  a  brother,  Swan  J.,  who  married,  and  is 
now  a  retired  carpenter,  residing  atNo.302  Seventh 


Peace,  Assessor,  and  Collector,  and  is  an  unswerv¬ 
ing  Republican  in  politics.  He  has  retired  from 
active  labor,  and  for  the  past  twenty-five  years  his 
health  has  not  been  of  the  best,  but  his  mind  is 
still  clear  and  bright  as  of  old.  Mrs.  Patterson  is 
a  member  of  the  United  Brethren  Church  and  is 
still  quite  active  and  strong.  She  was  one  of  the 
heroines  of  the  war,  gave  up  her  sons  and  fain 
would  have  gone  herself  as  nurse. 


fNDREW  HOLMQUIST,  a  successful  mer¬ 
chant  tailor  doing  business  at  No.205South 
Third  Street,  enjoys  a  wide  reputation 
for  first-class  workmanship  and  style, 
lie  1ms  a  valuable  and  complete  stock  of  both  for¬ 
eign  and  domestic  goods  which  is  made  up  to  or¬ 
der  in  the  latest  fashions,  well  trimmed  and  fin¬ 
ished  and  warranted  to  give  satisfaction. 

Mr.  Holmquist  came  to  Rockford  in  the  spring 
of  1861,  and  was  for  a  time,  a  tailor  on  the  bench. 
Later,  he  became  a  custom  cutter,  following  this  for 
a  number  of  years,  and  then  opened  a  store  at  No. 
407  East  State  Street.  This  was  in  1884,  and  three 
years  later  he  located  in  the  Holland  House  block 


Street.  A  sister,  Mrs.  John  Sbult,  died  in  this 
city.  The  parents  died  in  their  native  country, 
Sweden;  the  father,  Andrew  Swansea,  wliou  ninoty- 
eigktyears  of  age,  and  the  mother,  whose  maiden 
name  yas  Mary  Samuelson,  when  sixty-five  years 
of  age.  The  father  followed  the  occupation  of  an 
agriculturist.  Both  were  worthy  members  of  the 
Lutheran  Church.  The  only  daughter  living 
Sarah,  widow  of  John  Matliewson,  is  now  a  resi¬ 
dent  of  the  native  country. 

Andrew  Holmquist  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Miss  Inga  Sophia  Abraliamson,  a  native  of  Jon¬ 
koping  Lan,  Sweden,  born  February  0,  1842. 
When  twelve  years  of  age,  she  crime  with  her 
parents,  John  and  Anna  (Nelson)  Abrahamson,  to 
the  United  States,  and  with  them  located  in  Rock¬ 
ford.  Mr.  Abrahamson  was  born  in  1816,  and 
died  in  Rockford  in  the  fall  of  1891.  Ills  wife 
bad  died  a  number  of  years  previously,  when  little 
past  middle  life.  Both  were  members  of  the  Moth- 
odist  Episcopal  (Swedish)  Church  during  the  lat¬ 
ter  part  of  their  lives.  They  left  three  children: 
Mrs.  Holmquist;  Albert,  a  designer  in  the  Rockford 
Mantel  and  Furniture  Company,  and  August,  a 
painter  for  George  Brown,  in  Galesburg,  111. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Holmquist  became  the  parents  of 
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five  children,  one,  Oscar,  dying  when  seven  years 
of  ago.  The  others  are  Albert  J,,  book-keeper  in  the 
Winnebago  National  Bank  of  Rockford,  who  mar¬ 
ried  Miss  Hilda  Olson ,  of  Rockford,  and  now  resides 
on  Third  Street;  Fred  A,  II.  is  book-keeper  for  his 
father.  Both  are  well  educated.  Esther  A.  and 
Minnie  G.,  both  at  home,  Mr.  Ilolmquist  and 
family  are  members  of  the  Swedish  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  and  he  ip  a  local  preacher.  In 
politics,  he  and  his  sons  advocate  the  principles  of 
the  Republican  party. 

®  ;  esn  <_  j,  rsa  n _ @  ' 
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I L  LIAM  KERR,  born  in  the  parish  of  Old 
Deer,  Aberdeenshire,  Scotland,  is  a  son  of 
George  Kerr,  also  a  native  of  that  place. 
He  is  at  present  residing  on  an  excellent  tract  of 
land  located  on  the  State  Road  in  Winnebago 
Township,  six  miles  west  of  the  court  house. 

The  father  of  our  subject  followed  his  trade  of 
a  tailor  in  the  village  of  Fitorangus,  Scotland, 
where  he  made  his  home  until  1885,  and  then  with 
liis  wife  and  five  children  came  to  America,  setting 
sail  from  Aberdeen  in  the  vessel  “Carle ton"  in 
the  month  of  April,  and  landed  at  Quebec  six 
weeks  later.  The  older  Mr.  Kerr  located  near  the 
town  of  Cornwall,  where  he  prosecuted  his  trade 
until  1838,  when  he  came  to  Illinois  and  settled 
near  Lockport,  Will  County.  Residing  there  till 
the  summer  of  1841,  he  came  to  Winnebago 
County  and  entered  a  tract  of  eighty  acres  of 
Government  land  in  Guilford  Township,  in  addition 
to  which  lie  purchased  fifty  acres  adjoining.  He 
erected  a  good  sot  of  farm  buildings  on  the  place 
and  there  made  his  home  until  Ids  decease,  His 
wife  was  also  born  in  Aberdeenshire,  Scotland,  and 
prior  to  her  marriage,  was  Helen  Legg,  daughter  of 
George  and  Barbara  Legg.  She  also  departed  tins 
life  on  the  home  farm  in  Guilford  Township. 

Tire  five  sous  and  one  daughter  comprising  the 
parental  household  were  George,  William,  Alex¬ 
ander,  Charles,  James  and  Helen.  He  Of  whom  we 
write  was  quite  young  when  he  made  the  trip  to 
America  with  liis  parents,  and  was  a  lad  of  ten 
years  when  he  commenced  working  out.  When 
the  family  came  to  this  county  it  was  very  sparsely 


settled;  deer  and  other  wild  game  roamed  at  will 
through  the  forests,  and  the  marketing  of  grain 
was  done  at  Chicago.  William  Kerr  resided  with  his 
parents  until  their  decease,  and  still  continued  on 
the  old  homestead  until  1867.  In  1852,  having 
visited  Iowa,  he  entered  a  tract  of  prairie  land  in 
Clayton  County,  and  a  tract  of  land  in  Allamakee 
County,  making  the  round  trip  to  the  Hawkey e 
State  with  a  team.  Mr.  Kerr  never  located  on  his 
Iowa  land,  but  in  1867  sold  his  prairie  tract  and 
purchased  the  farm  which  he  now  owns  and  occu¬ 
pies. 

In  1864,  Miss  Ellen  Ralston,  also  a  native  of 
Argyleshire,  Scotland,  became  the  wife  of  our 
subject.  She  sailed  from  Campbelltown  in  1842 
with  a  Scotch  colony,  which  located  in  Holland 
and  vicinity.  Mrs.  Kerr  was  the  daughter  of  Wil¬ 
liam  and  Elizabeth  (Andrew)  Ralston,  and  de¬ 
parted  this  life  January  4,  1892.  The  two  chil¬ 
dren  bom  of  her  union  with  our  subject  are 
Amelia  and  George  William.  The  family  of  Mr. 
Kerr  are  all  members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church 
of  Winnebago,  and  are  highly  esteemed  by  all  who 
know  them. 


®OHN  BLAKE.  A  well-regulated  farm  in 
Peaatonioa  Township,  Winnebago  County, 
is  the  home  of  the  gentleman  above  named, 
the  estate  being  located  upon  section  a.’  Our 
subject  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  in  his 
township,  and  received  from  his  father  a  thorough 
understanding  of  agriculture  which  he  chose  as  his 
life  work.  The  one  hundred  and  forty-three  acres 
of  land  which  he  owns  are  improved  by  the  use  of 
the  best  fertilizing  agents  and  a  proper  rotation  of 
crops  brings  its  owner  handsome  returns. 

Bom  in  Franklin  County,  Vl.,  March  31,  1818, 
our  subject  is  a  son  of  John  and  Phylum  (Camp¬ 
bell)  Blake,  lie  was  married  in  the  fall  of  1841 
to  Miss  Miranda  Barker  and  to  them  have  been  born 
six  children:  Milan  A.  is  married  and  has  five 
children ;  Harlow  E.  is  also  married  and  the  father 
of  six  children;  Ms  wife,  who  bore  the  maiden 
name  of  Lydia  Corwin,  rs  the  daughter  of  Captain 
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and  Betsey  (Hulsey)  Corwin,  who  came  to  Winne-  Our  subject  was  heavily  bereaved  in  18311,  by  the 
bago  County  in  1840;  Andrew  S.  Blake  is  mar-  death  of  his  mother,  who  died  at  Iloosiek  Falls, 

ried  and  the  father  of  four  children;  Horvoy  J.;  N.  Y.  The.  parental  family  included  twelve  cliil- 

Mary  A.  is  Mrs.  A.  II.  Moore  and  the  mother  of  dron,  two  of  whom  are  still  living:  Mary  C>,  Mrs, 

three  children,  and  Sarah  A.,  who  married  Frank  John  Bacholder,  makes  her  home  in  Han  Francisco, 

Ansliouts  and  resides  in  Iowa.  Cal.  A  sister.  Sirs.  Busan  Lawrence,  died  in  Rock- 

Mr.  Blake  of  this  sketch  cast  his  first  vote  for  ton  in  1892,  when  eighty-two  years  of  age.  Mr, 
'William  Henry  Harrison,  and  is  a  firm  adherent  of  and  Mrs.  Carpenter  have  buried  one  son,  Philo 

the  Republican  party.  In  religious  matters,  he  is  a  Pettibone,  who  died  when  eighteen  months  old. 

member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  and  is  "  Another  son,  Lyman  N,,  has  been  a  resident  of 
active  in  all  measures  which  have  for  their  object  Lovelock,  Nov.,  since  18C5,  where  he  is  a  prom- 

the  upbuilding  of  his  community.  He  is  of  Eng-  inent  and  wealthy  business  mam  The  son  was 

lish  descent  on  his  father’s  side,  three  brothers  married  to  a  Miss  Nellie  Lovelock,  whose  father 

having  come  to  this  country  from  England, and  was  the  founder  of  that  place.  During  the  late 

his  ancestors  on  the  maternal  side  of  the  house  war,  he  was  a  volunteer  from  Plover,  W is.,  going 

are  Hootch.  Mr.  Blake  has  held  many  oifices  of  trust  to  the  front -as  Second  Lieutenant.  lie  parliei- 

witliin  the  power  of  the  people  to  bestow  and  is  pated  in  many  important  battles  of  that  period, 

regarded  by  them  as  an  upright  and  honorable  but  was  prevented  by  sickness  from  being  present 


jl^AVID  CARPENTER.  The  farming  eom- 
ILJ'  munifcy  of  Rockton  Township,  Winnebago 
Count}',  recognizes  a  worthy  representa¬ 
tive  in  the  subject  of  this  notice,  who  for 
a  number  of  years  pursued  the  even  tenor  of  liis 
way  on  a  well-developed  farm  of  one  hundred  and 
sixty-four  acres.  In  1863,  however,  lie  removed 
to  the  village,  and  has  since  that  time  lived  re¬ 
tired  from  work  of  any  kind.  He  was  born  in 
Adams,  Mass.,  in  1808,  and  is  the  son  of  Nathaniel 
Carpenter,  who  was  born  October  29,  1764,  in  Re- 
hoboth,  Bristol  County,  Mass.  He  departed  this 
life  in  October,  1842,  when  seventy-eight  years  of 
age. 

The  father  of  our  subject  emigrated  to  Rockton, 
this  count}’,  in  the  spring  of  1836,  starting  from 
Stillwater,  Saratoga  County,  N.  Y.,  in  May  of  that 
year.  The  part}:,  which  was  composed  of  our  sub¬ 
ject,  his  young  bride,  aged  father,  his  brothers 
John  and  Nathaniel,  and  four  sisters,  were  ship¬ 
wrecked  en  route,  near  Ripley.  The  maiden  name 
of  our  subject’s  wife  was  Julia  M.  Pettibone;  she 
was  born  in  July,  1814,  in  Stockholm,  St.  Lawrence 
County,  N.  Y.,  and  is  a  daughter  of  Lumaii  and 
Almira  (Rudd)  Pettibone,  natives,  respectively,  of 
Vermont  and  New  York. 


at  the  battle  of  Shiloh  ;  lie  was  taken  prisoner  at 
Altoona. 

An  adopted  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Carpenter, 
Anna  Phidelia  Lippitt,  'entered  their  home  when 
eight  years  of  age,  and  was  given  an  ex  eel  lent  ed¬ 
ucation  in  the  Rockton  schools.  In  1856, she  mar¬ 
ried  C.  B.  Ayer,  of  Chicago,  and  is  at  present 
residing  at  Beloit,  Wis.,  where  her  husband  has 
charge  of  the  Water  Works,  Our  subject  is  not 
only  respected  by  his  associates,  but  by  all  who 
know  him,  for  his  uprightness  and  ability,  while 
the  members  of  his  family  are  likewise  regarded 
with  favor  by  their  acquaintances. 

[lUCN.  JOHN  RUSH,  deceased,  one  of  the 
|Tv|  early  settlers  of  Rockford,  was  a  native  of 
Somerset  County,  Pa.  II is  father,  Jacob 
,  (fH)  Rush,  was  also  born  in  Somerset  County, 
and  died  on  the  old  Rush  homestead  in  that  com¬ 
munity  at  the  advanced  age  of  ninety-seven  years. 
He  was  a  prominent  man  all  through  the  War  of 
the  Revolution,  and  was  highly  respected  by  all 
who  knew  him,  By  occupation  he  was  a  farmer, 
which  business  ho  followed  throughout  iris  entire 
life.  His  wife  Was  also  a  native  of  Somerset 
County,  and  there  they  resided  until  called  to  their 
final  rest  at  an  advanced  ago. 


1143 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  in  the 
usual  manner  of  farmer  lads  in  the  county  of  his 
nativity,  and,  after  •  vanning  to  man’s  estate,  was 
joined  in  wedlock  v  .4*  Miss  Margaret  Hanna,  who 
was  born  in  Little  "York,  Pa.,  and  was  descended 
from  an  old  family  of  the  Keystone  State.  They  be¬ 
came  the  parents  of  twelve  children,  and,  with  the 
exception  of  John,  who  died  at  the  age  of  sixteen 
years,  and  Mrs.  Martha  McCall,  all  are  yet  living. 
Jacob  is  now  a  retired  farmer  of  Falls  City,  Pa.; 
Alex  is  living  a  retired  life  in  Brownsville;  Mary 
is  now  Mrs.  Fry,  of  Boone,  Iowa;  Martha,  deceased, 
was  wife  of  William  McCall;  Reuben  is  living 
a  retired  life  in  Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa;  James  makes 
bis  home  in  Frtendsville,  Md.;  Jane  is  now  Mrs. 
Hazlett,  of  Rockford;  Lydia  is  the  wife  of  Isaac 
Utter,  whose  sketch  appears  elsewhere  in  this  work; 
and  Sarah,  Rebecca  and  Margaret  arc  living  in 
Rockford,  having  a  pleasant  home  on  Mulberry 
Street. 

Mr.  Rush  followed  fanning  in  Pennsylvania  for  j 
some  years.  He  was  one  of  the  most  prominent 
and  influential  citizens  of  bis  county,  and  twice 
represented  his  district  in  the  State  Legislature, 
being  elected  by  the  Democratic  party.  He  proved 
n  faithful  oUicer,  giving  great  satisfaction  to  the 
purple.  At  length,  lie  determined  to  leave  the 
East  and  seek  a  home  in  Illinois.  Accompanied 
by  his  family,  he  came  to  Rockford,  and  engaged 
in  keeping  a  hotel,  being  for  eighteen  months 
proprietor  of  the  Roclc  River  House.  After  that 
time  he  lived  a  retired  life  until  called  to  his  Anal 
rest,  He  died  at  his  home  on  South  Main  Street, 
the  present  site  of  the  new  Nelson  House,  on  the 
27th  of  September,  1867,  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
one  years.  He  was  a  man  of  sound  judgment,  of 
kind  and  happy  disposition,  and  won  friends 
wherever  lie  wont.  In  early  manhood,  ho  became  a 
member  of  the  Baptist  Church,  to  which  he  was 
ever  faithful,  and  served  as  Deacon  and  Church 
Clerk  for  a  great  many  years.  His  rvifo  survived 
him  only  two  weeks,  when  she,  too,  was  called  to 
her  Anal  home.  Like  he?  husband,  she  was  a  con¬ 
sistent  member  of  the  Baptist  Church,  and  had  the 
love  of  all  who  knew  her,  Mr.  Rush  was  a  prom¬ 
inent  member  of  the  Masonic  order  for  a  great 
many  years  and  was  buried  with  the  honors  of 


that  order.  All  of  the  children,  who  reside  in 
Rockford,  are  members  of  the  Christian  Union 
Church,  with  the  exception  of  Mrs,  Hazlett,  who  is 
a  Baptist.  The  Misses  Rush  are  intelligent  and 
cultured  ladies,  and  have  many  warm  friends 
throughout  this  community,  where  the  family  has 
been  widely  and  favorably  known  since  1852. 


fUBREY  A.  SNYDER.  One  of  the  best- 
known  residents  of  Winnebago  County, 
is  he  whose  name  appears  at  the  head  of 
this  sketch  and  who  is  the  incumbent  of 
the  responsible  office  of  Supervisor  of  Rockton 
Township.  A  native  of  Livingston  County,  N,  Y., 
lie  was  born  October  28,  1842,  in  Springwater 
Township,  and  is  the  son  of  Nelson  F.  Snyder, 
whose  birth  occurred  in  the  town  of  Scipio,  N.  Y., 
May  24, 1820. 

The  grandfather  of  our  subject,  Benjamin  F. 
Snyder,  was  a  pioneer  of  Springwater  Township, 
whence  he  came  when  a  young  man  from  Scipio 
and  followed  the  occupation  of  a  farmer.  His  wife 
was,  prior  to  her  marriage,  Miss  Amanda  Cole,  and 
to  them  were  born  five  sons  and  one  daughter. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Benjamin  Snyder  died  on  the  home 
farm,  the  father  in  1853;  the  mother’s  death  oc¬ 
curred  a  week  before.  Their  children  are  all 
deceased  with  the  exception  of  Dewitt  C.  Snyder, 
who  is  living  retired  in  Springwater  Township.  He 
is  <i  man  of  influence  and  prominence  in  his 
county  and  has  been  Representative  from  his  Dis¬ 
trict. 

Nelson  F.  Snyder  was  a  tradesman,  carpenter 
and  builder,  and  his  wife,  who  bore  the  maiden 
name  of  Polly  (\  Ingoldsby,  was  married  when 
eighteen  years  of  age  and  died  in  her  thirty-first 
year  when  our  subject  was  a  boy.  She  reared  seven 
children:  James  F.,our  subject,  Eugene  B., Charles 
H.,an  infant  daughter  who  died  .unnamed,  Charles 
II.  (second),  and  Allie  R.,  now  Mrs.  W.  W.  Walker, 
of  Way  land,  Steuben  County,  N.  Y.  Three  of  the 
sons  were  volunteers  during  the  late  wav,  James 
being  the  first  to  enlist,  becoming  a  member  of  Com¬ 
pany  B,  Thirteenth  New  York  Infantry,  in  April, 
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1861.  He  enlisted  for,  a  service  of  two  years  and 
was  killed  at  the  second  battle  of  Bull  Run.  Our 
subject  was  very  desirous  of  joining  the  army  but 
at  first  could  not  obtain  the  consent  of  his  father. 
Later,  however,  he  recaived  his  permission  and 
joined  the  same  regiment  of  which  his  brother 
was  a  member  and  was  mustered  out  with  the  title 
of  Second  Sergeant.  Ilis  term  of  service  expiring, 
he  was  discharged  March  13,  1863,  and  re-enlisted 
in  the  Twenty-first  New  York  Cavalry  in  Septem¬ 
ber,  1863.  The  regiment  made  a  rendezvous  at 
Troy,  N.  Y.,  and  wen  tin  to  winter  quarters  atBland- 
dinsburg,  going  the  following  spring  to  the  Shen¬ 
andoah  Valley.  Eugene  B.  belonged  to  Mack’s 
Black  Horse  Battery  of  New  York,  whose  service 
was  in  Louisiana.  After  the  surrender  of  Lee,  and 
the  Grand  Review  at  Washington,  the  Twenty - 
first  Cavalry  was  sent  to  Ft.  Collins,  Colo,,  to  look 
after  the  Indians.  Mr.  Snyder  was  mustered  out 
at  Denver  with  the  commission  of  Second  Lieu¬ 
tenant,  July  1,  1866. 

During  our  subject’s  four  years  and  four  months 
of  active  service  in  the  Union  Army,  he  had  two 
horses  killed  and  his  clothing  torn  with  bullets, 
even  to  the  cap  on  his  head,  at  Ft.  Royal.  He  was 
confined  in  the  hospital  but  a  few  weeks  atqDavid’s 
Island,  L.  I.,  and  as  soon  as  convalescent  was  given 
charge  of  the  Iron  Guard.  This  was  during  his 
first  service. 

On  the  death  of  his  mother,  Mr.  Snyder  went  to 
Michigan  and  made  his  home  with  his  uncle,  I).  C. 
Ingoldsby,  at  Oakland,  with  whom  he  remained 
until  seventeen  years  of  age,  when  ho  returned 
home  and  enlisted  in  the  army,  as  above  related. 
In  1866,  he  went  again  to  his  father’s  farm  and 
the  following  year  came  to  Iloekton,  where  he  has 
resided  since  that  time,  having  established  a  flue 
reputation  as  carriage  painter,  decorator  and  paper 
hanger.  Ills  first  work  was  with  M.  B.  Morgan, 
and,  having  a  natural  taste  and  talent  for  that  line 
of  work,  soon  excelled  his  employer  and  succeeded 
him  in  the  business. 

(  Mr.  Snyder  was  married,  November  18,  1861),  to 
Cora  L.  Stiles,  a  native  of  Roekton  and  the 
daughter  of  Rrastus  L.  and  Marantha  (Capron) 
Stiles,  whose  sketch  will  bo  found  on  another  page 
in  this  volume.  Our  subject  and  bis  wife  have 


buried  one  daughter,  Alla,  who  died  when  two 
years  and  lour  months  old.  Their  living  children 
are  Alma  F.,  Murray  S.,  Minnie  Loo,  Roy  N.  and 
Luetta.  Our  subject  purchased  lus  snug  little 
home  on  the  south  side  of  the  Rock  River  in  1882. 
lie  cast  his  first  Presidential  vote  for  Lincoln 
while  a  soldier  and  has  since  been  a  strong  and 
firm  adherout  of  that  party.  lie  served  in  the 
position  of  Town  Collector  several  years,  City 
Marshal  six  years  and  is  now  serving  his  fifth 
term  as  Supervisor.  The  subject  of  this  sketch 
has  made  some  specimens  of  oil  painting  and  cabi- 
net  bric-a-brac,  which  shows  much  natural  genius. 


W.  BARNES  lias  been  a  resident  of  Roek- 
f™  for(1  for  nearly  forty  years,  and  during 
ill  that  time  he  has  won  the  confidence  and  es- 
u  teem  of  nearly  every  one.  Ho  is  at  pres¬ 
ent  proprietor  of  the  city  scales,  located  on  South 
First  Street,  and  is  also  a  prominent  real-estate 
dealer.  He  came  to  Rockford  in  1853,  and,  in 
partnership  with  CCA.  Huntington,  an  ex-Sohool 
Commissioner,  and  for  many  years  a  prominent 
man  of  that  city,  opened  a  stationery  and  book 
store.  This  business  was  very  successfully  carried 
on  until  1857,  when  a  severe  fire  swept  over  the 
city  and  the  company  lost  820,000.  As  might  be 
supposed,  this  was  quite  a  misfortune  to  Mr. 
Barnes,  but  he  wont  to  work  with  great  earnest¬ 
ness,  and,  to  some  extent,  retrieved  his  fallen  for¬ 
tune.  He  has  taken  a  deep  interest  in  every  move¬ 
ment  for  the  upbuilding  and  prosperity  of  the  city, 
and  assisted  liberally  with  his  moans  to  build  the 
Kenosha  Railroad  (now  the  Northwestern  Rail¬ 
road)  in  Rockford.  He,  as  well  as  others,  lost  in 
tins  matter.  Mr.  Barnes  has  ever  been  industri¬ 
ous  and  enterprising,  and  what  lie  has  accumulated 
in  the  way  of  this  world’s  goods  is  the  result  of 
his  own  good  fighting  qualities,  lie  was  born  in 
Burlington,  Vt.,  in  1831,  and  was  there  reared  and 
educated,  ilis  father,  Capt.  Jackson  Barnes,  was 
bom  in  Ferrislnirg,  Vt.,  and  died  when  only  forty- 
five  years  of  a/%,  after  a  short  illness.  The  latter 
followed  the  occupation  of  a  farmer,  and  met  witli 
substantial  results  in  this  pursuit,  lie  was  a  Captain 
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of  a  company  in  the  War  of  1812,  and  took  part 
in  the  battle  of  Plattsburg.  His  father,  Joshua 
Barnes,  was  also  from  the  Green  Mountain  State, 
and  was  a  Quaker  in  religion,  devoting  much  of 
Ins  time  to  religious  work.  The  latter  was  also  a 
fanner,  Jackson  Barnes  was  married  in  his  na¬ 
tive  State  to  Miss  Judah  Wing  a  descendant  of 
old  Quaker  stock,  and  the  daughter  of  John  and 
Sarah  Wing,  both  of  whom  were  devoted  Quakers 
all  their  lives.  Mrs.  Barnes  survived  her  husband 
many  years,  and  died  in  1884,  when  very  old.  R. 
W.  Barnes  was  married  in  Burlington,  Vt.,  to  Miss 
Mary  J.  Gray,  who  was  born,  reared  and  educated 
there,  and  who  comes  of  good  old  New  England 
stock.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Barnes  was  born  one  child, 
who  died  when  but  a  few  years  old,  They  have  an 
adopted  child,  Nettie,  who  is  now  the  wife  of 
Prank  Stewart,  and  who  resides  in  Rockford.  Mrs. 
Barnes  is  a  inombor  of  the  Centennial  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church.  Mr.  Barnes  Is  a  stanch  Repub¬ 
lican  in  his  political  principles, 

A^JEORGE  G.  LINDBLADE,  who  is  engaged 
fif  t„_  in  raising  vegetables  and  small  fruit  at  the 
corner  of  Sixteenth  Avenue  and  Kislnvau- 
kee" Street,  where  he  owns  some  valuable  land,  lias 
lived  in  tins  city  and  on  Kislnvaukee  Street  nearly 
all  liis  life.  For  many  years  he  has  followed  his 
present  business  and  has  met  with  much  cneour- 
ftgemon  t, 

Born  in  Princeton,  Ill.,  January  9,  1861,  lie  was 
but  two  years  of  age  when  ho  was  brought  to 
Rockford  by  his  parents,  and  he  was  here  educated 
in  the  public  schools  and  the  business  college.  He 
was  one  of  eight  child  von,  six  of  whom  are  yet 
living:  Augusta,  wife  of  J,  P.  Johnson,  a  tailor 
for  the  G.  U,  Atkinson  Tailoring  Company;  George 
G,,  our  subject;  Emma  1).,  Minnie;  C,  William  and 
Henry  K.  C.  William  is  a  carver  by  trade  and  is 
now  in  the  furniture  factories  of  Rockford.  Henry 
E.  is  completing  his  education  in  the  Illinois  School 
of  Pharmacy  at  Chicago,  mid  will  graduate  with 
the  Class  of  *93.  Elizabeth  died  in  infancy,  in  Oc¬ 
tober,  1855.  Another  sister,  Jennie  R,  died  at  her 
home  m  this  eity  October  28,  1889,  when  thirty- 


four  years  of  age.  From  the  time  she  was  nine 
years  of  age  she  had  been  an  invalid,  but  duiing 
all  tlrnt  time  she  displayed  a  true  Christian  spirit 
and  a  sweet  and  cheerful  disposition.  She  pos¬ 
sessed  all  those  qualities  that  make  a  grand  and 
noble  woman,  and  was  universally  loved  and  ad¬ 
mired. 

“Dead,  and  where  now  are  those  earnest,  loving 
eyes 

Which  kindled  in  so  many  eyes  the  light? 

Have  they  departed  from  our  earthly  skies 
And  left  no  ray  to  illuminate  the  night? 

Shall  she  thus  die  and  waste  away 
And  no  fond  hope  be  left? 

Is  there  no  sweet,  confiding  ray  for  bosoms  all 
bereft? 

Yes,  yes,  an  earnest  trust.” 

J.  August  Lindblado,  the  father  of  the  above- 
mentioned  children,  was  born  in  Jonkoping  City, 
Sweden,  March  22,  1830,  and  came  of  pure  Swed¬ 
ish  ancestry.  His  father  was  a  goldsmith,  and  J. 
August  learned  this  trade  while  growing  up  with¬ 
out  help,  for  his  father  had  died  when  J.  Aug¬ 
ust  was  but  nine  weeks  old.  The  hitter  was  reared 
by  stepfathers,  and  when  twenty-one  years  of  age, 
he  enlisted  in  the  regular  army, serving  three  years, 
but  participating  in  no  active  engagements.  He 
was  married  in  his  native  city  to  Miss  Emily  S. 
Anderson,  whose  birth  occurred  in  Jonkoping, 
November  18,  1832,  and  who  was  reared  and  edu¬ 
cated  in  that  city,  os  was  also  her  husband.  Follow¬ 
ing  tlieir  marriage,  they  came  to  the  United  States, 
in  June,  1853,  and  were  very  much  pleased  with 
the  green  trees  and  lovely  flowers  of  this  country, 
after  the  wintry  and  desolate  aspect  of  the  one 
they  had  left. 

They  settled  at  once  in  Kane  County,  Ill.,  and 
there  Mr.  Lindblado  worked  in  Elgin,  Geneva  and 
St.  Charles.  In  May,  1855,  he  located  in  Pecaton- 
ica,  Winnebago  County,  Ill.,  but  subsequently 
moved  to  Princeton  and  thence  to  Rockford,  where 
the  father  died  on  the  lltli  of  May,  1889.  He 
was  a  worthy  and  much-respected  citizen  and  a 
noble,  warm-hearted  man.  During  the  last  ycavs 
of  liis  life  he  followed  the  blacksmith’s  trade.  He 
was  a  great  lover  of  President  Lincoln,  and  when 
the  Civil  War  broke  out,  being  a  natural-born 
soldier,  he.  was  among  the  first  to  enlist  in  defense 
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of  the  Union.  Iic;  helped  raise  a  company  raid 
served  ninety  days  with- if.  Afterward  he  enlisted 
in  the  Sixty-ninth  Illinois  Infantry,  and  served  h is 
country  faithfully  until  he  was  honorably  dis¬ 
charged  as  First  Sergeant.  After  returning  to 
Princeton,  he  went  back  on  a  visit  to  Sweden,  but 
after  again  coming  to  this  country  he  settled  in 
Rockford.  Socially,  he  was  a  worthy  member  of 
the  G.  L.  Novi  us  Post  No.  1,  G.  A.  R.,  a  Master 
Mason,  and  was  one  of  the  Ancient  Order  of  Uni¬ 
ted  Workmen  at  the  time  of  his  death. 

His  wife,  who  is  now  living  in  Rockford,  is  sixty 
years  of  age,  hut  time  has  dealt  leniently  with  her 
and  she  is  yet  quite  active.  Her  father,  Lars  An¬ 
derson,  who  was  born  in  Wester  Gothland,  but 
reared  in  the  Province  of  Smoland,  Jonkoping  Lnn, 
Sweden,  was  for  yea®  an  overseer  of  the  wharfs 
of  Jonkoping  City,"  His  wife  died  in  Sweden. 
Later,  Mr.  Anderson  came  to  the  United  States 
with  his  daughter,  Mrs.  J.  August  Lindblade,  and 
now  resides  in  Rockford.  On  the  29th  of  Septem¬ 
ber,  1892,  he  will  have  reached  his  eighty-sixth 
mile  stone.  He  and  his  family  were  members  of 
tlie  Lutheran  Church,  but  since  coming  here  he 
has  been  identified  with  the  Methodists. 

Our  subject  was  married  in  Chilton,  Wis.,  March 
28,  1889,  to  Miss  Mary  E.  L.  Cressy,  a  native  of 
Calumet  County,  Wis,,  where  site  passed  her  girl¬ 
hood  and  received  her  education.  Her  parents. 
Itliiel  and  Luraney  (Coy)  Cressy,  wore  natives  of 
Vermont.  The  father  was  a  farmer  and  died  in 
the  prime  of  life.  The  mother  is  still  living  and 
makes  her  home  in  Chilton,  Wis.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Lindblade  are  prominent  young  people  of  South 
East  Rockford,  and  are  well  respected. 


jK—  ENRY  C.  WILSON  died  at  his  home,  at 
jjfj*/  No.  809  South  West  Street,  Rockford, 
April  14,  1891.  He  was  one  of  the  old 
residents  of  the  city,  having  come  here  in 
1854,  and  was  extensively  interested  in  the  grain 
business,  being  thus  engaged  for  a  period  of  ten 
years.  It  was  during  that  time  that  be  purchased 
improved  property  on  the  South  Side,  which  he 


built  up  and  rented  to  tenants,  and  has  thus  added 
greatly  to  the  development  of  this  then  unoccu¬ 
pied  section.  lie  was  an  interested  witness  of 
the  advancement  and  growth  of  the  city  and 
County,  and -few,  if  any,  of  the  residents  of  Rock¬ 
ford  have  boon  more  successful  in  a  business  way 
than  was  the  subject  of  this  sketch. 

While  a  resident  of  Rockford,  Mr.  Wilson  was 
interested  in  a  general  store  at  Independence, 
Iowa,  for  live  years,  and  for  two  jmars  had  quite 
an  income  from  the  manufacture  of  lime.  Tie  served 
as  Alderman  of  the  Fifth  Ward  for  six  years,  on  the 
Democratic  ticket,  and  always  took  an  active  part 
in  all  measures  that  tended  to  the  upbuilding  of 
the  city.  It  is  due  to  his  push  and  enterprise 
that  the  streets  in  the  Fifth  Ward  were  macadam¬ 
ised  and  that  the  lights  thereon  were  improved. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Hampden  County,  Mass., 
September  1,  1827.  His  father  and  grandfather 
were  born  in  the  same  county,  where  the  former 
gentleman,  Andrew  Wilson,  lived  and  died.  His 
father,  who  bore  the  name  of  Col.  Justin  Wilson, 
was  an  officer  in  the  State  militia,  and  was  proba- 
bly  in  active  service  in  the  War  of  1812.  He  was 
a  farmer  in  his  native  State,  whore  he  resided  un¬ 
til  1855,  then  coming  to  Winnebago  County,  died 
in  Rockford  November  8,  1864,  when  in  his  sev¬ 
entieth  year,  having  been  born  .March  25,  1794. 
The  lady  who  became  his  wife  was  also  a  nati  ve  of 
the  Bay  State,  and  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Sa¬ 
mantha  Baird.  Her  disease  occurred  at  Independ¬ 
ence,  Iowa,  July  16,  1869,  firm  in  the  faith  of  the 
Congregational  Church. 

Henry  0.  Wilson  was  one  of  two  children  born 
to  his  parents,  and  received  a  practical  education 
in  his  native  State.  He  was  married  in  Berkshire 
County,  Mass.,  to  Miss  Abbio  E.  Baird,  who  was 
born  in  the  Township  of  Becket,  that  State,  May 
14,  1828.  She  was  given  an  excellent  education 
at  the  schools  in  Pitts  ford  and  Mount  Holyoke 
Seminary,  and  was  the  daughter  of  Kendall  and 
Lucinda  (Clmffee)  Baird,  also  natives  of  the  Bay 
State,  where  families  of  that  name  resided  prior  to 
the  Revolutionary  War.  Mr,  and  Mrs.  Baird  died 
in  their  native  State  at  the  respective  ages  of  six¬ 
ty-four  and  sixty-seven  years.  The  wife  of  our 
subject  was  one  of  the  eldest  of  their  family  of  six 
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cliilil rou,  one  of  whom  is  deceased.  A  sister,  Mrs. 
Kellogg,  now  lives  in  this  city. 

Mrs.  Wilson  1ms,  with  her  son,  since  the  death 
of  her  husband,  managed  the  business  in  a  most 
intelligent  and  profitable  manner.  Two  of  the 
four  children  born  to  her  are  deceased:  Edgar  H. 
and  Prentice  B.;  the  former  dying  when  thirty- 
two  years  of  age,  and  the  latter  in  his  fifth 
year.  Those  living  are  Egbert  T.,  at  home, 
and  George  .P.,  who  manages  the  business  left  by 
liis  father,  lie  holds  a  prominent  place  in  local 
affairs,  and  has  hold  the  office  of  Supervisor  of  the 
Fifth  Ward  for  the  past  four  years,  lie  is  a  stanch 
Democrat,  in  the  ranks  of  which  parly  he  is  an  ac¬ 
tive  worker.  Ho  married  Emma  SI  in /finger,  who 
is  a  native  Of  this  county,  where  she  is  quite  a 
leader  in  social  matters,  and  a  noble  and  high- 
minded  woman. 


AMITEL  WOOD  was  born  in  the  Forest  of 
Dean,  Gloucestershire,  England,  February 
25,  1812,  and  died  in  Bolvidere,  Ill.,  De¬ 
cember  10,  1887.  He  was  three  times  mar¬ 
ried.  Unto  him  and  liis  first  wife,  formerly  Miss 
Mary  Drinkwuter,  of  England,  were  horn  two  sons: 
Joseph  and  Frederick.  After  the  death  of  his  first 
wife,  he  married  Miss  Amelia  Sulley,  and  they  be¬ 
came  the  parents  of  a  daughter,  Mary  Amelia.  In 
1851,  accompanied  by  his  wife,  daughter  and 
younger  sou,  Mr.  Wood  emigrated  from  England 
to  Hamilton,  Ontario,  Canada,  whore  his  wife  died 
soon  afterward. 

In  Syracuse.  N.  Y.,  Mr.  Wood  was  married,  Feb¬ 
ruary  9,  1854,  to  Miss  Lucy  Angelina  Stiles,  who 
survives  him.  In  October  of  the  year  following 
his  marriage,  Mr.  Wood  came  with  his  family  to 
Illinois,  whore  he  purchased  a  lot  eight  rods  square 
in  Bolvidere,  on  the  corner  of  what  is  now  Logan 
Avenue  and  Whitney  Street.  With  the  aid  of  liis 
son  Fred,  and  his  father-in-law,  Mr.  Stiles,  lie  at 
once  erected  a  house,  10x24  feet,  and,  having  es¬ 
tablished  his  family  comfortably,  began  an  active 
business  life,  engaging  in  buying  and  shipping 
produce.  During  the  progress  of  the  Civil  War, 
he  went  to  Vicksburg  with  a  quantity  of  butter, 


and  also  for  the  purpose  of  visiting  his  son  Fred, 
who  was  in  the  army. 

Mr.  Wood  also  dealt  considerably  in  real  estate, 
buying  and  selling  some  valuable  property  in  the 
center  of  the  city  on  the  South  Side.  For  several 
years,  he  was  in  the  grocery  business  on  State 
Street  and  during  part  of  that  time  was  proprietor 
of  a  lunch  room.  For  some  eighteen  years,  he 
owned  .the  city  scales.  Beside  his  city  property, 
he  owned  a  farm  four  miles  south  of  Bolvidere, 
which,  after  managing  for  seventeen  years,  he  sold 
six  months  before  his  death.  IJm.il  two  months  and 
seven  days  prior  to  Ins  demise,  he  resided  in  the 
house  first  erected  by  him,  to  which  he  added  as 
needs  and  opportunities  presented.  His  last  enter¬ 
prise-  was  fhe-Frection  of  a  double  brick  house  on 
Whitney  Street,  where  he  died.  | 

In  Ids  church  life,  Mr.  Wood  always  endeavored 
to  be  useful.  Reared  an  Episcopalian,  lie  was  con¬ 
verted  and  joined  the  Baptist  Church  at  his  old 
homo  in  England.  The  stone  church  in  which  lie 
was  bnp  ‘fixed  si  ill  stands,  and  a  photograph  of  it 
was  shown  a-L  Ins  funeral.  After  coming  to  Am¬ 
erica,  he  united  by  letter  with  the  Second  Baptist 
Church,  of  Syracuse,  N.  Y.,  and  brought  Ills  letter 
from  that  place  to  Bolvidere,  uniting  with  the 
First  Baptist  Church  and  remaining  in  its  fellow¬ 
ship  for  ten  years  to  a  day.  Then*,  with  his  wife 
and  daughter,  he  became  a  constituent  member  of 
the  South  Baptist  Church  at  Bolvidere,  and  was 
appointed  a  Trustee  at  its  organization,  October 
2D,  1865. 

In  July,  1866,  Mr.  Wood  was  elected  Chairman 
of  a  Church  Building  Committee,  which  erected  a 
beautiful  edifice,  dedicated  September  12,  1867, 
but  unfortunately,  was  burned  down  December  19, 
1871.  Steps  were  at  once  taken  to  rebuild,  but 
Mr.  Wood,  observing  that  even  after  the  founda¬ 
tion  was  on  the  ground  there  was  a  seemingly  un¬ 
necessary  delay,  called  on  one  of  the  Trustees  to 
inquire  the  reason,  and  was  su prised-  on  being  in¬ 
formed  that  the  Trustees  did  not  feel  warranted  in 
beginning  to  build  with  the  present  subscription. 
As  they  had  no  time  to  attend  to  the  matter,  they 
had  decided  to  rent  or  buy  the  Christian  Church. 
“  Not  build,”  ejaculated  Mr.  Wood.  “  and  go  into 
the  Christian  Church  1  -where  is  our  room  to  grow? 
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It  will  not  hold  our  present  membership.’*  Then 
as  if  impelled  by  some  irresistible  power,  he 
added,  “  I  will  undertake  to  build  the  church  if  I 
can  have  Elder  Fulton  with  me  to  help  raise  the 
money.”  He  sketched  an  agreement,  and  on  the 
following  morning  met  the  Church  Board  and  sub¬ 
mitted  it  to  them.  They  accepted  his  proposition 
and  at  once  passed  over  into  his  hands  all  plans 
and  specifications.  He  began  the  work  earnestly 
and  enthusiastically,  while  the  pastor  as  faithfully 
labored  to  raise  the  needed  funds.  At  last,  they 
completed  the  substantial  brick  building  which  now 
adorns  Logan  Avenue. 

November  16,  1870,  Mr.  Wood  was  elected 
Clerk  and  Treasurer  of  the  church,  serving  in  that 
double  office  until  the  winter  before  bis  death, 
when  he  resigned  the  office  of  Treasurer,  hut  con¬ 
tinued  to  serve  as  Clerk  until  summoned  to  the 
Church  Triumphant  at  3:80  A.  M.,  December  10, 
1887.  The  funeral  services  were  held  at  the 
church,  conducted  by  Rev.  E.  C,  Stover,  and  the 
remains  were  interred  m  the  family  lot  at  Belvi- 
dere  Cemetery. 

Lucy  Angcline  Stiles  was  born  in  Winfield, 
Herkimer  Count}1,  N.  Y.,  June  3,  1823,  and  spent 
her  early  years  alternately  in  the  homes  of  her  par¬ 
ents  and  paternal  grandparents.  From  the  age  of 
twelve  until  she  was  twenty,  she  resided  altogether 
with  her  grandparents.  She  was  converted  at 
seven  years  of  age,  and  at  the  age  of  twenty  years 
united  with  the  Baptist  Church  at  Salisbury,  Her¬ 
kimer  County,  N.  Y.  Returning  soon  afterward 
to  her  parents,  she  united  with  the  Baptist  Church 
in  Cazenovia,  Madison  County,  N.  Y.  After  com¬ 
pleting  her  education  at  Oneida  Conference  Semi¬ 
nary,  she  taught  several  terms  and  then  engaged 
in  millinery  and  dressmaking.  Removing  from 
Cazenovia  to  Syracuse  with  her  parents,  she  united 
with  the  Second  Baptist  Church,  and  was  there 
married  to  Samuel  Wood,  removing  soon  after¬ 
ward  to  Belvidere.  For  ten  years,  she  held  mem¬ 
bership  with  the  First  Baptist  Church  and  from 
that  time  onward  held  membership  with  the  South 
Church. 

The  elder  son  !'bf  our  subject,  Joseph,  was  born 
October  10,  1832,  came  to  America  about  1868, 
and  is  now  engaged  as  a  cabinet-maker  in  Rock¬ 


ford.  His  wife  boro  the  inaidon  name  of  Martha 
Jones.  Fred,  the  younger  son  of  our  subject,  was 
horn  in  Bullo  Pill,  Parish  of  Auro,  England,  Feb¬ 
ruary  12,  1888,  and  remained  at  homo  in  business 
with  his  father  and  clerking  in  the  grocery  store 
of  S.  Bennett  until  ho  enlisted  in  the  army.  At 
the  close  of  the  war,  he  embarked  in  business  at 
Chicago  and  had  a  fair  prospect  of  success  as  a 
commission  merchant,  but  in' the  great  fire  lost 
everything  excepting  the  clothes  that  lie  wore. 
His  father  sent  him  supplies  with  which  to  re¬ 
plenish  his  wardrobe,  but  tboy  were  stolen  before 
they  reached  him.  Nothing  daunted  by  misfor¬ 
tunes,  he  erected  a  shanty  on  the  ruins  of  what 
lmd  been  his  place  of  business  and  once  more  re¬ 
sumed  the  business  which  ho  still  conducts.  He 
was  married,  May  1,  1878,  to  Miss  Delia  May,  who 
was  born  in  Rockford,  this  State,  October  11, 1857. 
This  estimable  lady  died  October  11, 1885,  leaving 
one  daughter,  May,  who  was  horn  in  Chicago, 
March  3,  1879. 

The  only  daughter  of  our  subject,  Mary  A.,  was 
horn  July  30,  1815,  in  Bridgewater,  Somersetshire, 
England,  and  carne  to  America  when  a  mere  child. 
She  attended  school  for  a  time  in  Syracuse-,  N.  Y., 
and  made  good  progress  in  the  graded  schools  of 
Belvidere,  and  was  graduated  from  the  Rockford 
Female  Seminary  in  1807.  She  taught  successfully 
several  years,  closing  her  work  in  that  lino  where 
she  was  graduated-  As  a  teacher,  her  characteris¬ 
tics  were  conscientiousness  and  thoroughness. 
Persevering  and  unassuming,  she  also  accomplished 
much  earnest  work  for  the  Master  through  the 
medium  of  her  pen.  Such  was  her  devotion  to 
her  work  that  she  was  always  overtaxing  her 
energies.  One  of  her  pupils  writes:  “She  pos¬ 
sessed  fine  literary  Lisles.  In  her  school  discipline, 
she  kept  the  machinery  of  government  out  of 
sight,  but  the  most  wayward  was  subdued  by  her 
unvarying  gentleness,  her  earnest  persuasions  and 
sometimes  by  her  tears.  Her  work  as  a  teacher 
was  always  done  prayerfully,  quietly  and  subject 
to  the  Master’s  approval.” 

She  early  became  a  Christian,  joining  the  First 
Baptist  Church  at  Belvidere.  With  her  parents 
and  sixty-five  others  interested  in  the  organiza¬ 
tion  of  the  South  Belvidere  Baptist  Church,  she 
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aided  in  founding  and  enlarging  the  new  church. 
In  early  life  began  her  longings  for  mission  work, 
and  in  the  spring  of  1874  she  offered  her  services 
to  the  Board  and  was  accepted.  Strong  in  her  attach- 
rnents,  few  could  more,  truly  appreciate  the  blessed¬ 
ness  of  home  and  the  refinements  of  social  life.  She 
was  an  only  and  tenderly  beloved  daughter.  As 
the  time  of  her  departure  drew  near,  she  attended 
farewell  services  in  Rockford,  Milwaukee,  Bclvi- 
dore  and  Chicago.  Her  father  went  East  and 
parted  with  her  on  shipboard.  She  sailed  on  tlio 
steamer  “  Boli  via,”  September  19,  in  company  with 
other  missionaries,  stopped  for  a  visit  with  friends 
in  the  South  of  England,  and  arrived  in  Nellore 
January  2,  1875.  She  at  mice  epmmoneed  the 
study  of  the  Telugu  language.  In  March  follow¬ 
ing  her  arrival,  she  went  to  Ramapatan,  where  her 
interests  were  to  center. 

At  Ramapatan  Mission  Chapel,  India,  Miss  Mary 
A,  Wood  was  married  to  Rev.  Alfred  A.  Newliall, 
the  ceremony  being  performed  by  Rev.  1).  Clough, 
D.  D.  Dr.  Newliall  was  born  January  7,  1844,  in 
Cambridgoporl,  Mass.  During  the  short  mission¬ 
ary  career  of  Mrs.  Newhall  it  was  hors  to  witness 
the  horrors  of  a  terrible  famine.  She  died  ■  Octo¬ 
ber  1),  1877.  Loving  bands  robed  her  for  burial, 
and  after  a  brief  funeral  service,  conducted  by  Rev. 
I).  Downy,  her  remains  were  borne  to  Nellore 
Cemetery  and  laid  to  rest  under  the  shadow  of  a 
margosa  tree.  Her  husband  has  since  erected  upon 
the  grave  a  low  monument  of  polished  black 
granite,  bearing  this  inscription;  u  Sacred  to  the 
memory  of  Mary  A,  Wood,  wife  of  Rev.  A.  A. 
Newhall,  missionary  at  Ramapatan.”  After  seven 
years,  Mr,  Newhall  married  again,  his  wife  being 
Miss  Marie  Menko,  and  they  have  one  son, 
Freddie,  In  the  autumn  of  1890,  they  returned 
from  India  and  are  now  in  the  pine  regions  of 
North  Carolina  in  quest  of  health,  at  a  place  known 
as  Southern  Pines, 

Some  brief  mention  of  the  ancestry  of  Airs. 
"Wood  will  be  of  interest  to  the  reader,  Her  great¬ 
grandfather  Stiles  died  suddenly,  while  sitting  in 
a  eliau-  at  the  table.  Her  grandfather  Stiles,  bom 
May  1 9,  1780,  married  Lucy  Ives,  who  was  born 
January  15,  1782,  and  they  became  the  parents  of 
seven  children.  David  Stiles,  father  of  Airs.  Wood, 


was  bom  December  20,  1801,  and  died  April  8, 
1868.  Elizabeth  Brcdenburgh,  mother  of  Mrs. 
Wood,  was  born  September  15,  1802,  died  April 
17,  1855,  and  was  buried  near  Syracuse,  N.  Y. 
j  Taking  a  further  glance  at  the  descent  of  Mrs. 

I  Wood,  we  find  that  in  1644  three  brothers  emi- 
;  grated  from  Holland  to  America,  who  were  by 
i  name  Peter,  Jacob  and  Hendrick  Alarse  Vroman. 
i  Peter  settled  on  Long  Island,  where  lie  married 
Volcliin  Peters  about  1650.  They  bad  a  family  of 
j  two  children  and  became  well-to-do,  accumulating 
j  property  in  New  York  and  Long  Island.  They 
i  made  a  joint  will,  deeding  their  property  to  their 
;  children  and  the  Dutch  Church.  Jacob  returned 
,  to  Holland  during  1644,  and  about  six  years  later 
'  was  elected  Loro  Alnyor  of  Leiden.  He  owned  a 
.  large  vineyard  in  Lcidcm  and  a  block  of  buildings 
j  in  Amsterdam,  besides  a  number  of  ships.  His 
’  death  occurred  in  Leiden  about  1680.  II  is  prop- 
!  erty  was  sold  and  the  money  put  in  the  Orphans’ 

1  Chamber  of  Holland,  where  it  will  remain  until 
j  the  heirs  in  America  call  for  it  and  prove  their 
j  descent. 

i  The  third  brother,  Hendrick,  settled  in  Albany, 
i  N.  Y.,  whence  he  removed  to  Schenectady,  N.  Y., 
I  about  1646,  and  two  years  afterward  was  married 
j  there.  He  and  his  wife,  who  were  Airs.  Wood’s 
'  grandparents  in  tho  fifth  generation,  had  two  chil- 
j  dron:  John,  born  in  1650,  and  Adam,  in  1652, 
1  Tho  last-named  married  Engclica  Bloom  in  1677, 

1  and  they  became  the  parents  of  six  children.  Ills 
wife  and  youngest  child  were  killed  by  the  Indians 
February  8,  1690,  and  lie  died  at  his  plantation  in 
.  Schoharie,  N.  Y.,  February  25,  1730,  aged  seventy- 
I  eight  years.  Ilis  second  son,  Wanter,  was  horn  in 
i  1680,  and  married  Mari  tie  Hollenbecli,  September 
t  24,  1708.  Their  family  consisted,  of  twelve  cliil- 
i  dren,  and  Isaac,  who  was  the  sixth  in  order  of 
j  birth,  married  Dorothy  Vanlmskirk  September  24, 
i  1744.  They  had  eight  children.  Rachel,  the  eld- 
j  est,  was  born  October  24,  1745,  married  John  Far- 
j  roll,  and  became  the  mother  of  two  children.  One 
j  of  these,  Dorothy,  was  born  August  3,  1763,  and 
j  on  Alay  25,  1788,  married  William  Brcdenburgh,  a 
j  Alethodist  minister,  who  was  bom  Alay  8,  1763. 
i  The  sixth  in  the  family  of  eleven  children  bom 
to  William  and  Dorothy  Brcdenburgh  was  Eliza- 
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betli,  who  became  the  wife  of  David  Stiles  March 
31,  1822,  and  died  April  17, 1855.  They  were  the 
parents  of  eight  children,  namely:  Lucy  Angeline, 
Ann  Eliza,  Amanda  Maria,  David,  «Jr,,  Harriett  (’., 
William  Philo,  Betsey  Amelia,  and  George  Wash¬ 
ington.  Ann  Eliza,  who  was  born  May  18,  1825, 
married  Willard  M.  Hudson,  August  22,  184(5,  and 
they  had  two  children :  George  M.  and  Herbert; 
Amanda  Maria,  born  March  12,  1827,  married 
Alfred  Harrow,  September  1,  1855,  and  they  had 
four  children:  Flora  Adell  (deceased),  Josephine, 
Walter  (deceased)  and  May,  now  Mrs.  E.  Hoyt. 
David,  Jr.,  borii  August  2(5,  1828,  was  married,  in 
18 11),  to  Miss  Esther  Tuller,  who  was  horn  April  2G, 
1833, .  .1  they  had  four  children:  Dewitt  Monroe, 
Ella  Zepherine,  Hattie  Amelia  and  Ida  Lorette. 
Harriett  0.  Stiles,  who  was  born  March  24,  1830, 
was  married,  February  17,  1851,  to  Wesley  Peck, 
who  was  born  in  Hamilton,  Madison  County,  j 
IS.  1 September  25,  1831.  Their  family  consisted 
of  four  children:  Ellen  Harriett,  Anna  Bell,  Lillie 
May,  and  C  hat'les.  William  Philo,  born  February' 
1(5,  1832.  married  Syrine  llelmer,  and  they  had 
three  children:  Ida,  Anna  Maria  and  1).  May. 
Betsey  Amelia,  born  March  12,  1831,  died  in  in¬ 
fancy;  George  Washington,  born  February  (5,  1835, 
died  in  Belvidere,  September  19,  185(5. 


]/  AREY  M.  JOHNSON  is  Secretary  and 
l  %  Treasurer  of  the  Rockford  Star  Printing 
AW  Company,  which  was  established  in  1888, 
and  publishes  the  Daily,  Semi -weekly  and 
M  eekly  Slur.  Mr.  Johnson  first  became  associated 
with  the  business  as  City  Editor  and  Business 
Manager,  but  owing  to  the  demands  made  of  him 
in  the  office,  he  now  gives  his  entire  time  to  the 
business  end  of  the  enterprise,  and  under  his 
management  of  the  Star  it  1ms  steadily  grown  in 
circulation  and  power. 

Mr.  Johnson  lias  been  connected  with  newspaper 
work,  in  one  capacity  or  another,  all  liis  life,  be¬ 
ginning  when  a  boy  as  a  carrier.  After  graduat¬ 
ing  from  the  High  School,  he  became  reporter  for  ! 
the  Rockford  JirgSter,  when  nineteen  years  of  age,  ‘ 
and  was  associated  in  that  capacity  with  the  paper  1 


|  for  six  years.  Recognizing  his  ability,  he  was 
,  offered  an  interest  in  the  stock  company  being  or- 
i  ganized  to  found  a  now  morning  daily  in  Rock- 
;  ford  and  the  position  of  manager  of  the  enter¬ 
prise,  which  ho  accepted.  He  now  controls  more 
•  of  the  stock  of  the  company  than  any  other  stock- 
;  holder  in  the  concern.  The  paper  was  first  issued 
J  March  20,  1888,  as  the  Morning  Star,  and  has  al- 
j  ways  been  a  strong  Democratic  organ.  It  is  a 
|  seven-column  quarto,  neatly  printed,  and  has  a  large 
i  circulation  throughout  the  county, 
i  Gur  subject  has  been  a  resident  of  Rockford 
since  1872,  coming  hero  when  a  boy  from  Wiscon¬ 
sin.  His  birth  occurred  in  that  State,  near  Madi¬ 
son,  Dane  County,  in  1863.  His  father,  William 
W,  Johnson,  was  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  where 
also  the  paternal  ancestors  of  our  subject  were, 
born  for  four  generations  baek,  The  father  of  our 
subject  left  his  native  State  when  a  young  man, 
going  to  Wisconsin,  where,  he  became  a  pilot,  ply¬ 
ing  on  the  Wisconsin  and  Mississippi  Rivers  in 
the  interest  of  the  lumbermen.  Later,  lie  became 
a  resident  of  Dam;  County,  whence  he  removed 
to  Rockford  in  1872,  and  was  employed  in  the 
manufacture  of  piano  stools  in  this  city.  Later, 
lie  was  one  of  the  organizers  and  first  Superinten¬ 
dent  of  the  Co-operative  Furniture  Company.  At 
the  present  time,  however,  he  is  engaged  as  a  con¬ 
tractor  and  builder. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  were  married  in 
Wisconsin,  the  maiden  name  of  the.  lady  being 
Elizabeth  P.  Briggs.  She  was  born  in  Michigan, 
her  father,  Isaac  Briggs,  being  a  native  of  the 
Green  Mountain  State  and  a  veteran  in  Um  War 
of  1812.  His  father  was  one  of  the.  Green  Moun¬ 
tain  boys  who  fought  in  the  Re.vMutionary  War. 
He  was  known  as  J)r.  Briggs,  and  after  having  at¬ 
tained  to  his  majority  came  West  to  Michigan, 
settling  on  an  improved  farm  near  Schoolcraft. 
Owing,  however,  to  the  prevailing  epidemic  of 
''bills  and  fever,  lie  disposed  of  his  farm  at  a  sac¬ 
rifice  and  moved  with  his  family  to  Wisconsin, 
where  he  spent  his  last  days  in  Dane  County.  He 
had  one  son,  M.  J.  Briggs,  who  was  a  soldier  in 
the  late  Civil  War,  enlisting  as  a  private  when 
eighteen  years  old,  and  being  mustered  out  with 
the  commission  of  Lieutenant. 
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lie  of  whom  we  write  was  roamed,  in  Rock¬ 
ford,  to  Miss  Carrie  May  Ashton,  a  native  of  Du¬ 
rand,  tins  county,  but  reared  and  educated,  in  this 
city.  She  is  a  daughter  of  Andrew  Ashton,  a 
prominent  dry-goods  merchant,  having  stores  in 
Rockford  and  in  Durand.  She  is  a  most  intelli¬ 
gent  lady,  being  a  well  known  contributor  to 
many  of  the  famous  papers  of  the  laud.  Mr.  and  j 
Mrs.  Johnson  have  one  child,  W.  Ashton  Johnson,  j 


jj  NDREW  G.  ORTLCND,  a  member  of  the 
VW.,!I'[  linn  of  Carlson,  Ortlund  it  Co.,  dealers  in 

Ilf  gents’  furnishing  goods,  hats,  caps,  etc., 
\(| fj  claims  Sweden  as  the  laud  of  his  birth, 
lie  was  born  in  the  Province  of  Westmoreland,  on 
the  (5th  of  December,  18(50,  and  is  a  son  of  Andrew 
and  Augusta  Ortlund,  both  of  whom  are  resi¬ 
dents  of  Evanston,  III.,  and  members  of  the  Luth¬ 
eran  Church.  The  father  is  now  seventy-two 
years  of  age,  and  his  wife  has  reached  the  ago  of 
three-score  years.  All  of  the  brothers  of  our  sub¬ 
ject  and  his  sister  reside  either  at  Rockford  or  in 
Evanston,  having  conic  to  this  country  siucc  An¬ 
drew  emigrated. 

Mr.  Ortlund,  whose  name  heads  this  sketch, 
acquired  his  education  in  the.  common  schools  of 
his  native  land  and  there  learned  the  butcher's 
trade.  At  the  age  of  twenty  years,  he  bade  good¬ 
bye  to  his  old  home  and  family  and  in  the  month 
of  June,  1880,  started  for  America,  sailing  from 
Gottenburg  to  New  York  City.  lie  went  from 
then-ee  to  Amlmrg,  N.  Y„  where  he  resided  for 
nineteen  months.  It  was  in  August,  1882,  that  he 
left  the  Empire  State  and  went  South,  spending 
some  time  in  the  vicinity  of  New  Orleans,  after 
which  he  went  to  Cuba.  Later,  he  returned  to 
this  country  and  made  a  location  in  Evanston, 
Ill,,  where  he  resided  for  six  years.  During  that 
lime,  he  learned  the  trade  of  a  humdryman  and  in 
his  own  interest  established  business,  which  he 
carried  on  for  five  years  before  coming  to  Rock¬ 
ford.  The  year  18110  witnessed  his  arrival  in  this 
city.  lie  formed  a  partnership  with  Mr.  Carlson, 
ns  a  dealer  in  gents’  furnishing  goods,  hats,  caps, 
clothing,  etc.,  and  the  following  year  a  change  in 


the  firm  caused  the  change  in  the  business  title  to 
Carlson,  Ortlund  cVr  Co.  Their  store  is  located  at  No. 
525  Seventh  Street  and  they  are  now  doing  a  good 
business,  having  built  up  an  excellent  trade  which 
is  constantly  increasing, 

Iii  Evanston,  III.,  Mr.  Ortlund  was  joined  in 
wedlock  with  Miss  Matilda  C,  Johnson,  who  was 
born  and  reared  in,  Sweden,  and  while  a  young 
lady  left  the  old  home  for  the  United  States,  to 
which  her  parents  afterwards  emigrated.  They 
are  still  residents  of  Evanston.  One  child  graces 
the  union  of  our  subject  and  his  wife,  a  daughter, 
Minnie  M.  The  parents  are  both  members  of  the 
Swedish  Methodist  Church,  and  although  they 
have  resided  in  this  city  but  a  short  time,  arc 
already  well  known  and  have  made  many  friends, 
their  excellencies  of  character  having  won  for 
them  the  high  regard  of  those  with  whom  they  have, 
come  in  contact.  In  his  political  adiliutions,  Mr. 
Ortlund  is  a  Republican. 


Vjj  01  IN  II.  BENNETT,  an  agriculturist  resid¬ 
ing  in  Belvidere,  claims  the  old  Bay  State 
as  the  place  of  his  birth.  He  first  opened 
his  eyes  to  the  light  of  day  in  Groton, 
Middlesex  County,  July  7,  1835.  His  grandfather 
was  a  lifelong  farmer,  and  spent  ins  last  years  in 
Groton.  The  father,  James  Bennett,  was  horn  in 
that  town,  where  he  acquired  his  education,  and 
was  reared  to  manhood.  He  wedded  Mary  Shat- 
tuck.  also  a  native,  of  Groton,  where  they  resided 
until  1830,  when,  with  their  four  children,  they 
came  to  Illinois.  The  journey  was  made  by  way 
of  the  Erie  Canal  and  the  Great  Lakes  to  Chicago, 
and  thence  by  teams  to  Boone  County,  which  they 
found  to  be  a  sparsely  settled  region,  almost  on 
the  borders  of  civilization,  Sir,  Bennett  pur¬ 
chased  a  tract  of  land  near  the  locality  known  as 
the  Lone  Tree,  in  Flora  Township,  built  a  house, 
and  there  made  his  home  for  four  years,  when  he 
sold,  and  purchased  the  farm  on  the  north  side,  of 
the  river,  a  portion  of  which  is  now  included 
within  the  city  limits.  There  he  carried  on  his 
chosen  occupation  until  his  death,  which  occurred 
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in  1868.  His  wife  long;  survived  him,  and  passed 
away  January  23, 1892.  They  had  a  family  of  J 
six  children:  James  Augustus,  .Samuel,  John  H.,  i 
Sarah  J.,  George  S.  and  Charles.  Samuel  is  now 
deceased. 

Our  subject  was  only  four  years  of  age  when, 
with  his  parents,  he  came  to  Illinois.  He  literally 
grew  up  with  the  country,  and  has  been  an  eye¬ 
witness  of  its  development  .and  progress  from 
almost  the  beginning.  He  has  seen  the  growth  of  , 
Belvidere  from  a  hhrnlet  to  a  city  of  five  thousand, 
while  some  of  the  villages  of  importance  had  not 
yet  sprung  into  existence  when  he  came  here. 
There  were  no  free  schools  in  those  early  days, 
and  his  father,  who  was  determined  to  give  his 
children  an  education,  employed  a  teacher,  who 
taught  two  terms  in  his  own  home.  John  after¬ 
wards  attended  a  subscription  school  in  the  city. 
He  aided  in  the  arduous  task  of  developing  the 
wild  land,  and  remained  with  his  father  until  he 
attained  his  majority,  but  ou  bis  twenty-first 
birthday  he  left  the  parental  roof,  and  started  out 
in  life  for  himself.  He  found  employment  upon 
a  farm,  where  he  remained  until  fall,  w'hen  he 
borrowed  a  sum  of  money,  went  to  Chicago,  and 
pursued  a  course  in  a  commercial  college  of  that 
city.  In  the  spring  he  returned,  and  entered  the 
employ  of  his  father,  and  in  July,  1857,  started 
for  Minnesota.  After  three  months  spent  in  that 
State,  he  returned  home  and  engaged  in  chopping 
wood  for  his  father  through  the  winter,  after 
which  he  was  in  the  employ  of  his  brother  Samuel 
as  a  salesman  for  three  years. 

On  the  31st  of  October,  1862,  Mr.  Bennett  was 
united  in  the  holy  bonds  of  matrimony  with  .Sarah 
Maria,  daughter  of  George  and  Mary  Vickery,  and 
a  native  of  Pennsylvania.  They  have  two  chil¬ 
dren  living:  Frank  and  Anna.  The  parents  are 
both  members  of  the  Seventh  Day  Adventist 
Church,  and  in  politics  our  subject  is  a  Repub¬ 
lican. 

Mr.  Bennett  made  his  first  purchase  of  land  in 
Caledonia  Township.  There  was  a  water-power 
on  the  place,  and  a  sawmill,  and  he  built  a  grist¬ 
mill,  which  he  operated  in  connection  with  the 
other,  while  at  the  same  time  he  engaged  in  rais¬ 
ing  stock.  He  there  resided  for  about  ten  years, 


when  he  sold  that  farm  and  purchased  land  in  Bel¬ 
videre  Township,  which  lie  operand  until  1882, 
when  he  again  sold  and  boughs  the  farm  he  now 
owns  and  occupies,  adjoining  the  city  limits,  fie 
is  an  industrious  and  energetic  agriculturist,  and 
the  neat  appearance  of  ids  place,  with  its  many 
improvements,  indicates  his  thrift  and  good  man¬ 
agement.  He  may  well  be  termed  a  self-made 
man,  for  his  success  is  due  entirely  to  his  own 
efforts. 

>'*^m&**mmm**-  < 

ft?  EWIS  SHIRLEY,  who  is  now  living  a  ro¬ 
ll  (©/  tired  life  in  Cherry  Valley,  Winnebago 
/jyE  County,  was  born  March  I,  1820,  and  was 
a  son  of  Joseph  N.  and  Elizabeth  (Keith)  Shirley, 
both  of  whom  were  natives  of  Huntingdon  County. 
Pa.  His  father  was  born  March.  25,  1793,  and  re¬ 
moved  to  Ohio  about  1810,  with  his  parents.  lie 
married  Elizabeth  Keith,  in  Morgan  County,  Ohio, 
in  1814,  and  unto  them  were  born  six  children: 
Peter;  Nancy,  wife  of  Jacob  Chino;  Lewis,  of  this 
sketch;  George,  who  resides  near  Waterloo,  Iowa; 
Kuhama,  wife  of  William  Mervin;  and  Julia,  who 
married  William  Witter.  The  daughters  are  all 
now  deceased. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  removed  from  Ohio 
to  La  Porte  County, Ind.,  with  his  parents,  in  1837, 
and  three  years  later  came  to  Illinois,  locating  near 
his  present  home.  The  family  crossed  the  prairies 
with  teams  in  the  fall  of  1840,  and  the  father  pur¬ 
chased  a  tract,  comprising  one  hundred  and  twenty 
acres,  in  Winnebago  County.  Tlicir  market  was 
Chicago,  and  Mr.  Shirley  remembers  to  have  taken 
a  load  of  pork  and  a  load  of  wheat  to  that  place 
on  one  occasion,  when  the  net  proceeds  of  the  two 
were  only  840.  The  family  boro  all  the  hardships 
and  privations  of  pioneer  life,  such  ns  fall  to  Urn 
lot  of  those  who  make  homes  on  the  frontier. 

On  the  6th  of  January,  1843,  Mr.  Shirley  was 
united  in  marriage,  in  this  county,  with  Lucinda 
Keith,  daughter  of  Balser  and  Lucy  (Smith)  Keith. 
They  have  buried  two  children,  who  died  in  in¬ 
fancy,  and  six  children,  three  sons  and  three 
daughters  are  now  living,  namely:  Elizabeth  A., 
born  October  31,  1844,  now  the  wife  of  Capt. 
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William  Van  Wert,  of  DcKalb  County;  Silas  W., 
born  Juno  20,  1818,  of  Cherry  Valley ;  Lueretia 
E.,  born  January  (5,  1850,  of  Cherry  Valley;  Plueba 
Jane,  born  April  2,  1852,  wife  of  William  Thomp¬ 
son,  of  Do  Kalb  County;  George  B.,  born  Novem¬ 
ber  28,  1855,  of  Cherry  Valley  Township;  and 
Lewis  E.,  born  March  13,  1861,  also  of  Cherry 
Valley, 

Sir,  Shirley  has  engaged  in  farming  ever  since 
coming  to  this  county,  and  has  opened  and  im¬ 
proved  several  hundred  acres.  At  one  time  lie 
owned  fifteen  hundred  acres  in  different  farms. 
The  homestead  comprises  live  hundred  acres  of 
highly  improved'  land;  the  large  bairns,  the  out¬ 
buildings,  and  the  commodious  residence  were 
erected  thereon  in  1878.  The  place  is  now  owned 
by  bis  son  George  B.,  who  married  Nellie  Whit¬ 
more;  Silas  W.  man  icd  Julia  Taylor, 

In  politics,  Mr.  Shirley  has  been  a  Republican 
since  the  organization  of  the  party  and  has  taken 
an  active  interest  in  its  upbuilding.  Helms  always 
been  interested  in  the  Methodist  Church.  His 
wife  died  November  1,  1888,  at  the  ago  of  sixty- 
Qjght  years,  one  month  and  fifteen  days,  and  was 
buried  at  Flora  Cemetery,  She  belonged  to  the 
Free-will  Baptist  Church,  of  Cherry  Valley,  and 
was  a  most  estimable  lady.  Mr,  Shirley  is  a  self- 
made  man.  When  he  started  out  in  life  to  fight 
its  battles,  lie  bad  nothing  to  aid  him,  but  lias  stead¬ 
ily  worked  his  way  upward  to  a  position  of  afflu-  | 
enec  and  is  recognized  as  one  of  the  enterprising 
and  successful  agriculturists  of  the  community. 


<|  M  LLIAM  T,  MELTON.  A  high  place  among 
\Jf  the,  farmers  aud  stock-raisers  of  Winne- 
Vw  bago  County  must  he  accorded  the  gen¬ 
tleman  above  named,  who  has  made  a  fortune  by 
hard  labor,  prudent  economy,  and  business  shrewd¬ 
ness.  He  has  experienced  all  that  is  known  to  a 
poor  man  who  makes  a  settlement  in  a  new 
country,  and  among  the  many  disadvantages  has 
been  enabled  to  lay  by  a  handsome  competence 
and  is  at  the  present  time  occupying  a  beautiful 
home  on  section  8,  Owen  Township. 

That  part  of  England  which  is  known  as  Lin¬ 


colnshire  has  furnished  this  country  many  of  her 
best  citizens  and  most  enterprising  farmers.  To 
it  we  are  indebted  for  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
who  was  born  in  that  far-away  land,  May  13,  1844, 
IBs  father,  William  B.  Melton,  was  also  born  in 
that  shire,  as  was  also  his  father,  George  Melton, 
The  latter-named  gentleman  was  a  farmer  and 
spent  his  entire  life  in  England. 

William  B,  Mellon  was  a  lad  of  eight  years  when 
he  commenced  to  earn  Ids  own  way  in  the  world, 
being  In  the  employ  of  a  wealthy  gentleman  for 
some  fimo.  He  later  was  engaged  in  training  horses 
for  the  track,  for  sale,  etc.,  and  in  May  of  1851 
sailed  from  Liverpool,  for  America,  accompan¬ 
ied  by  his  wife  and  four  children.  They  landed 
in  New  York  six  weeks  later,  when  Mr.  Melton 
came  directly  to  Rockford,  which  was  at  that 
time  a  small  but  nourishing  city.  lie  purchased 
a  small  house  and  entered  the  employ  of  the 
Chicago  tfc  Galena  Union  Railroad,  now  the  North¬ 
western  Railroad  Company,  and  worked  for  them 
in  Rockford  for  two  months.  He  then  went 
to  Ridott,  Stephenson  County,  where  he  was  en¬ 
gaged  for  ten  years  as  bridge  tender  of  the  same 
company.  The  elder  Mr.  Melton  then  purchased 
land  and  engaged  in  farming  until  his  decease, 
October  3,  1890.  His  wife,  prior  to  her  marriage, 
Was  Mary  A.  Wilmer  and  still  makes  her  home  on 
the  old  farm. 

He  of  whom  we  write  celebrated  his  eighth 
birthday  while  on  the  ocean  en  route  to  America. 
His  father  being  in  limited  circumstances,  he  com¬ 
menced  when  quite  young  to  earn  his  own  living, 
making  his  first  money  by  carrying  drinking*1 water 
for  the  railroad  employes  and  which  amounted  to 
fifty  cents  per  day.  lie  later  worked  out  on  farms 
by  the  day  and  month  until  1864,  when,  on  the 
30th  of  August,  he  enlisted  in  Company  C,  One 
Hundred  and  Forty-sixth  Illinois  Infantry,  being 
mustered  in  at  Camp  Butler.  He  served  his  country 
for  one  year  on  detached  duty,  and  being  taken 
sick  in  June,  1865,  received  his  honorable  dis¬ 
charge.  For  a  time  after  his  return  home,  Mr. 
Melton  was  in  very  poor  health,  and  going  to 
Iowa  worked  on  a  farm  for  a  twelvemonth,  at  the 
expiration  of  which  time  he  returned  and  took 
charge  of  the  home  farm  until  1888.  Then  in 
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company  with  his  brother-in-law,  lie  rented  and 
operated  a  farm  for  two  years  and  then  purchased 
eighty  acres,  which  are  included  in  his  present  farm, 
and  to  which  he  has  since  added  eighty  acres  ad¬ 
joining.  The  entire  tract  is  well  fenced  and  im¬ 
proved  with  a  good  set  of  buildings,  not  the  least 
among  which  is  the  comfortable  farm  residence. 

William  T.  Melton  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Elizabeth  Mayers,  January  12,  1870.  Mrs.  Melton 
was  born  in  Stephenson  County,  this  State  and 
has  become  the  mother  of  four  children:  Alvin 
William,  Mary  Luella,  George  F.  and  Edward  S. 
Socially,  our  subject  is  a  member  of  Kevins  Post 
No.  1,  G.  A.  R.,  and  with  liis  estimable  wife  is  re¬ 
spected  as  a  thoroughly  upright  and  honest  citizen. 


ETER  G.  BAUDER.  Among  tlie  venerable 
J  and  highly  esteemed  residents  of  Rockford, 
we  are  pleased  to  mention  the  1 — no  which 
appears  at  the  head  of  this  p.  eph,  that 
of  a  man  who  was  bom  in  the  town  of  Mention, 
Montgomery  County,  N.  Y.,  near  what  was  known 
as  the  Mohawk  Flats,  in  December,  1818.  His 
father,  George  U.  Bander,  was  born  in  the  same 
town,  and  his  grandfather,  Uriel,  had  his  nativity 
in  Germany,  and  was,  as  far  as  is  known,  the  only 
member  of  the  family  who  ever  came  to  America, 
lie  crossed  the  seas  in  Colonial  days,  and  served 
America  as  a  soldier  during  the  Revolutionary 
War.  Montgomery  County,  N.  Y.,  became  his 
home,  and  there  he  bought  a  large  tract  of  timber 
land,  in  the  town  of  Men  don. 

In  the  days  when  the  grandfather  of  our  subject 
settled  in  New  York,  there  were  no  canals  or  rail¬ 
roads,  and  Indians  were  numerous.  He  cleared 
quite  a  farm,  and  lived  there  until  his  death,  after 
which  his  son  inherited  his  property  in  that  place, 
and,  buying  other  land  there,  built  a  sawmill, 
which  he  carried  on  in  addition  to  farming,  resid¬ 
ing  there  throughout  all  his  days.  He  served  in 
the  War  of  1812,  following  in  the  example  of  his 
patriotic  father,  lie  had  married  Maria  Dunkle, 
a  native  of  Mendon  Township,  whose  father, 
Peter  Dunkle,  had  come  to  America  from  Ger¬ 


many  before  the  Revolutionary  War,  and  who  had 
also  fought  in  the  War  for  Independence.  He 
subsequently  bought  large  tracts  of  land  in  Men¬ 
don  Township,  and  resided  there  until  his  death. 
His  daughter,  the  mother  of  our  subject,  lived  to 
the  venerable  age  of  ninety-four,  and  ended  her 
days  upon  her  son’s  farm, 

Peter  Bander  was  reared  and  educated  in  his 
native  town,  and  after  lie  grew  to  man’s  estate 
bought  a  tract  of  land  near  the  old  home,  ami 
farmed  there  until  185 1,  during  which  year  lie 
came  to  Winnebago  County,  reaching  New  Mil¬ 
ford  on  the  10th  of  October.  He  had  visited 
Illinois  in  the  earlier  part  of  that  year,  and  had 
bought  two  hundred  and  fourteen  acres  of  laud 
on  the  south  side  of  the  Kislnvaukoe  River,  ami  a 
house  and  lot  in  the  village  of  Kislnvaukoe. 

Our  subject  was  married,  August  11,  1881),  to 
Julia  A.  Allen,  who  was  horn  in  While  Creek, 
Rensselaer  County,  N.  Y„  January  20,  1810,  Her 
father,  Hugh  Allen,  was  a  native  of  the  same  place, 
a  son  of  an  Englishman,  Ebenezer  Allen,  who 
came  to  America  and  settled  in  Rensselaer  County 
during  the  War  of  1812.  The  Indians  were  then 
very  troublesome,  Mr.  Allen  and  a  neighbor  were 
set  upon  by  Indians  one  day  while  tlrny  were  en¬ 
gaged  in  splitting  rails,  and  the  red  men  demanded 
that  their  prisoners  follow  thorn,  Mr,  Allen  asked 
them  to  wait  till  he  finished  splitting  his  log,  and 
induced  the  Indians  to  take  hold  of  the  log  and  [mil 
it  apart  While  their  hands  were  thus  engaged, 
and  their  fingers  in  the  crack,  he  knocked  out  the 
wedge  and  the  log  came  together,  thus  making  the 
Indians  his  prisoners.  Later  he  was  taken  pris¬ 
oner  by  Indians,  and  spent  some  time  in  bondage, 
but  finally  escaped,  and  his  last  years  were  passed 
upon  the  farm  in  Rensselaer  County, 

The  father  of  Mrs.  Bauder  lived  in  Rensselaer 
County  until  1828,  and  then  removed  to  Otsego 
County,  where  he  bought  land  in  the  toVn  of 
Cherry  Valley,  and  there  resided  until  a  few  weeks 
before  his  death,  which  took  place  at  Mendon. 
His  wife  was,  before  her  union  with  him,  Miss 
Electa  Lee.  She  was  born  in  New  York  State,  of 
French  ancestry,  being  a  daughter  of  Samuel  Lee, 
and  died  at  Ft.  Plain,  N.  Y. 
air.  and  Mrs.  Bauder  resided  in  the.  village  of 
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New  Milford  after  cowing-  to  this  county,  and  then 
built  a  house  upon  the  farm  and  removed  there, 
waking  it  their  home  until  1878,  when  Mr.  Bander 
decided  to  give  his  farm  to  his  son,  and  removed 
to  Rockford,  where  he  lias  resided  ever  since,  lie 
has  devoted  himself  largely  to  handling  real  es¬ 
tate,  and  attending  to  business  of  that  nature.  He 
has  three  children  living:  Hudson  J,,  (Jeorge  M. 
and  Franklin  M.  Mrs.  Bander  is  a  devout  and 
earnest  member  of  the  Baptist  Church,  and  is 
highly  esteemed  in  the  social  and  church  circles  of 
Rockford. 

fi’NDREW  N.  KELSON,  Assistant  Super- 
i  intendent  of  the  Forest  City  Furniture 
i  Company,  has  for  nineteen  years  held  his 
present  position,  which  fact  shows  that 
he  has  been  true  to  every  trust  reposed  in  him 
and  has  faithfully  discharged  his  duties.  lie  was 
horn  near  Smohmd,  Sweden,  on  the  tilth  of  , Sep¬ 
tember,  1850,  and  is  the  second  child  of  the  fam¬ 
ily.  Ills  parents  were  Nelson  and  Swenborg  (Hol¬ 
lenbeck)  Kelson,  The  father  was  a  carpenter,  and 
cab i net- maker,  and  is  still  living  at  the  age  of 
seventy-two  years.  Ills  wife  died  about  two  years 
ago,  at  the  age  of  sixty-six.  Like  him,  she  always 
adhered  to  the  Lutheran  Church. 

When  quite  a  young  lad,  our  subject  learned  the 
trade  of  a  cabinet-maker,  and  at  the  age  ox  sixteen 
went,  to  sea,  sailing  as  a  ship  carpenter,  and  as  sec¬ 
ond  male  for  live  years.  He  sailed  on  the  waters 
of  the  Atlantic  and  many  of  the  European  seas 
and  touched  at  most  of  the  ports  in  that  continent. 
He  crossed  the  Atlantic  to  America  in  1871,  with 
the  determination  to  try  his  fortune  in  this  coun¬ 
try.  Four  years  previous,  lus  brother,  L.  P.  Kel¬ 
son,  had  come  to  the  United  States  and  located  in 
Chicago,  where  lie  yet  resides.  The  first  eighteen 
months  after  his  arrival  in  this  country,  Andrew 
Nelson  spent  in  tin*  State  of  Michigan  and  then 
came  to  Illinois,  locating  in  Rockford. 

It  was  in  this  city  that  our  subject  led  to  the 
marriage  altar  Miss  Emily  Kskelsun,  who  was  born 
in  Southern  Sweden  and  when  a  maiden  of  sixteen 
summers  crossed  the  briny  deep.  She.  afterward 


returned  to  her  old  home,  but  again  came,  to  this 
country  in  1880.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kelson  are  promi¬ 
nent  and  intelligent  young  people  and  favorably 
known  in  this  community, 

Mr.  Nelson  has  resided  in  Rockford  since  the  9th 
of  April,  1872,  and,  during  all  the  succeeding 
years,  has  filled  the  position  which  he  now  occupies. 
The  Forest  City  Furniture  Company  owns  a  large 
factory  on  Railroad  Avenue  and  is  one  of  the 
largest  furniture  enterprises  of  the  city,  doing  an 
extensive  and  constantly-increasing  business.  Our 
subject  is  also  a  stockholder  ixx  the  Excelsior  Fur¬ 
niture  Company,  and  in  other  local  enterprises, 
and  is  recognized  as  one  of  the  wide-awake  and 
energetic  business  men  of  this  city.  He  certainly 
deserves  great  credit  for  his  success  in  life,  which 
lias  been  achieved  entirely  through  his  own  efforts 
and  since  coming  to  Rockford.  Socially,  he  is  a 
member  of  the  Odd  Fellows’ society,  and  in  politics 
is  a  supporter  of  Republican  principles,  but  has 
never  sought  or  desired  public  cilice,  preferring  to 
give  bis  attention  to  liis  business  interests,  in 
which  he  has  met  with  signal  success. 

\|j‘ AMES  BLACKLAWS.  Among  the  promi- 
Jj  nent  agriculturists  of  Rockford  Township, 
-,1  Winnebago  County,  we  take  pleasure  in 
kg/-  mentioning  Mr.  Blaeklaws,  who  was  born  in 
Kincardineshire,  Scotland,  January  10,  1838.  His 
father,  William  Blaeklaws,  was  a  native  of  the  same 
shire  in  Scotland,  where  he  carried  on  agricultural 
pursuits,  and  speixt  his  entire  life.  The  maiden 
name  of  his  wife  was  Margaret  Milne,  also  a  native 
of  Scotland,  and  who,  upon  emigrating  to  Amer¬ 
ica,  departed  this  life  in  this  State. 

The  original  of  this  sketch  was  seventeen  years 
of  age  when  he  accompanied  his  mother  to  the 
New  World,  they  setting  sail  from  Aberdeen  in  the 
month  .of  August,  1850,  embarking  on  a  sailer 
commanded  by  Capt.  Tease.  After  a  tedious  voy¬ 
age  of  five  weeks  and  two  days,  they  landed  at 
Quebec,  soon  after  which  they  came  to  Winnebago 
County,  via  the  St.  Lawrence  River  and  Lake  On¬ 
tario  to  Lowistown,  N.  Y.,  where  they  boarded  a 
train  which  conveyed  them  to  Buffalo,  then  by 
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way  of  the  Lakes  to  Chicago,  thence  by  railroad  to 
Elgin,  which  was  then  the  Western  terminus  of 
the  road.  The  remainder  of  the  journey  was  made 
with  team. 

James  Blaeklaws,  on  making  his  home  in  this 
county,  engaged  to  work  out  at  $9  per  month  on 
farms.  He  was  very  industrious  and  economical, 
and  after  being  engaged  in  various  kinds  of  work, 
purchased  a  well  drill,  which  was  one  of  the  first 
ever  used  in  this  county,  and  which  he  operated 
together  with  a  harvesting  machine.  After  his 
marriage,  our  subject  located  on  the  farm  where  he 
has  since  resided,  and  which,  by  a  proper  rotation 
of  crops,  is  made  to  yield  handsome  returns. 

The  rst  marriage  of  Mr.  Blaeklaws  occurred  in 
1859,  at  which  time  Jessie  (Raney)  Simpson,  be¬ 
came  his  wife.  She  was  born  in  Scotland  and  de¬ 
parted  this  life  August  21,  1866.  In  1870.  our 
subject  was  married  to  Ellen  Walsh,  who  was  born 
in  the  North  of  Ireland,  of  Scotch  parents.  The 
three  children  born  to  Mr.  Blaeklaws  by  his  first 
marriage  were  Henry  W.,  Albert  and  Lewis.  The 
eldest  son  married  Hattie  Feleh;  he  was  born  in 
February,  1860,  and  died  August  21,  1891.  Lewis 
married  Stella  Atkinson;  Albert  died  November 
29,  1892.  The  present  union  of  our  subject  lias 
resulted  in  the  birth  of  four  children,  namely: 
Nellie,  Hattie,  James  and  Walter. 

Mrs.  Blaeklaws,  who  was  a  member  in  good 
standing  of  the  Westminster  Presbyterian  Church, 
in  which  body  she  was  an  active  worker,  died 
December  13,  1891.  Our  subject,  who  is  interested 
in  all  measures  which  tend  to  the  upbuilding  of 
his  community,  votes  the  straight  Republican  ticket. 


PARSON,  who  is  engaged  in  farming, 
jmM  and  also  carries  on  the  dairy  business  on  sce- 
llf  ti0fl  ^ui!for(l  Township,  Winnebago 
County,  has  for  eighteen  years  resided  in 
this  locality,  and  devoted  his  energies  to  his  pre¬ 
sent  work.  He  owns  forty  acres  of  land  under  a 
high  state  of  cultivation  and  well  improved,  and 
in  addition  to  general  farming,  is  engaged  in  dairy¬ 
ing,  keeping  on  hand  forty-five  cows  for  this  pur¬ 


pose.  He  came  to  Illinois  from  Michigan,  where 
he  was  engaged  in  mining  for  two  years  after  com¬ 
ing  to  this  country. 

Mr.  Larson  was  born  in  Slcona,  Sweden,  May  23, 
1848,  and  grew  to  manhood  in  liis  native  province 
on  a  farm.  Ilis  father,  Lars  Nelson,  spent  his  en¬ 
tire  life  in  that  land  as  an  agriculturist,  and  passed 
away  at  the  age  of  sixty-eight  years,  Ilis  wife, 
who  was  born  March  21,  1820,  is  yet  living  on  the 
old  homestead  in  Sweden.  .She  1ms  been  a  life¬ 
long  member  of  the  Lutheran  Church,  as  was  Mr. 
Nelson.  In  their  family  were  six  sons  and  a 
daughter.  One  son,  Ola,  and  the  daughter,  Anna, 
are  both  married,  and  own  farms  in  Sweden.  Five 
sons  are  living  in  this  country,  and  all  follow  agri¬ 
cultural  pursuits.  Lars  is  a  farmer  of  Guilford 
Township;  Peter  is  the  next  younger;  Nelsisalsoa 
farmer  of  Guilford  Township;  and  John  and  Sam¬ 
uel  likewise  make  their  home  in  that  township.  The 
brothers  are  all  successful  farmers  and  industrious 
and  enterprising  men,  and,  with  the  exception  of 
the  first  mentioned,  all  are  married. 

It  was  in  Rockford  that  Air.  Larson  was  joined 
in  wedlock  to  Miss  Charlotte  Anderson,  a  native 
of  Sweden,  who,  when  a  young  Indy,  bade  good-bye 
to  her  old  home,  and  crossed  the  water  to  Amer¬ 
ica,  where  all  of  the  family  have  since  found 
homes.  The  father,  Charles  Anders  Rapp,  is  liv¬ 
ing  on  a  farm  near  Donaldson,  Marshall  County, 
Ind.,  at  the  ago  of  seventy  years.  lie  ss  widely 
known  in  his  community,  and  is  a  member  of  the 
Lutheran  Church,  ns  was  his  wife,  who  died  in 
1890,  at  an  advanced  age.  Their  family  numbers 
two  sons  and  two  daughters,  who  are  yet  living: 
John  A.  Blomquist,  who  is  married  and  is  employed 
as  a  tailor  by  the  Itrm  of  Johnson  &  Wanstrom,  of 
Rockford;  Mrs.  Larson,  of  this  sketch;  Gust,  a 
milk  dealer,  who  is  married  and  resides  on  Charles 
.Street,  Rockford;  and  Sophia,  wife  of  John  Harn- 
uelson,  a  resident  fanner  of  Marshall  County,  Ind. 

Air.  Larson  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  enterprising 
and  successful  farmers  of  this  community,  and  is  a 
public-spirited  and  progressive  citizen.  He  exer¬ 
cises  liis  right  of  franchise  In  support  of  the  Re¬ 
publican  party,  and  he  and  his  wife  are  members  of 
•the  Swedish  Mission  Church  of  Rockford.  Six 
children  grace  their  union,  and  the  family  circle 
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yet  remains  unbroken.  They  are  as  follows:  Anna 
C.,  J.  V.  Herbert,  llany  L.,  Lillie  E.,  Elmer  and 
Rosa  V.,  all  of  whom  are  still  under  the  parental 
roof.  In  addition  to  his  other  business.  Mr.  Lar¬ 
son  is  connected  with  the  American  Furniture 
Company,  which  was  organized  with  a  capital 
stock  of  $100,000. 

OltTMAN  COMPTON.  In  tlie  history  of 

our  late  war,  the  name  of  our  subject  will 
be  found  as  not  having  borne  an  unim¬ 
portant  part  in  that  eventful  struggle.  He  enlisted 
August  9,  1862,  for  a  three-years’  service  in  Com¬ 
pany  1),  .Seventy-fourth  Illinois  Infantry,  and  re¬ 
mained  with  his  regiment  until  the  close  of  the 
■war.  He  is  at  the  present  time  residing  in  the 
city  of  Rockford,  successfully  engaged  at  his  trade 
of  a  carpenter  and  joiner. 

Burnett  Towuship,  Somerset  County,  N.  <T.,  was 
the  native  place  of  our  subject,  his  birth  occurring 
.July  27,  1830,  he  being  the  son  of  Reuben  Comp¬ 
ton,  also  a  native  of  that  State,  where  James  Comp¬ 
ton,  the  grandfather  was  born.  The  latter-named 
gentleman  was  a  farmer  by  calling,  and  spent  his 
entire  life  on  a  farm  in  Burnett  Township.  The 
father  of  our  subject  bought  the  old  homestead, 
upon  which  he  resided  until  1857,  when  he  sold  it 
and  came  to  Winnebago  County,  purchasing  a 
tract  of  land  in  Owen  Township,  on  which  was  a 
small  house  and  a  few  acres  broken,  lie  placed  the 
entire  farm  under  good  tillage,  and  made  his  home 
upon  it  until  1875,  when  his  decease  occurred.  His 
wife,  Mrs,  Elizabeth  (Powcllson)  Compton,  was 
also  a  native  of  Somerset  Count}',  N.  J,,  and  was  i 
the  daughter  of  John  Powcllson.  She  died  on  the 
old  farm  in  Owen  Township,  in  1884,  having  be¬ 
come  the  mother  of  six  sons  and  one  daughter, 
viz:  Nathan,  James,  Mary,  Woitwum,  Henry,  Sam¬ 
uel  and  John. 

Samuel  Compton,  a  brother  of  our  subject,  i 
served  ns  a  member  of  Company  D,Seventy-foiWth  j 
Illinois  Infantry,  and  was  killed  in  the  battle  of 
Missionary  Ridge,  where  he  was  color-bearer.  John 
was  wounded  at  Pittsburg  Landing,  being  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Fifteenth  Illinois  Infantry,  and  died 
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I  from  the  result  of  his  wounds  at  the  hospital  at  St. 
!  Louis.  Our  subject  participated  in  many  of  the 
important  battles  of  that  period,  being  present  at 
Stone  River,  and  was  with  Sherman  on  his  Atlanta 
campaign,  engaging  in  the  various  battles  of  that 
memorable  march,  including  the  siege  and  capture 
of  Atlanta.  After  the  fall  of  that  city,  he  was 
under  the  command  of  Thomas  in  pursuit  of  the 
Rebel  Gen.  Hood,  and  thus  fought  at  the  battles  of 
Franklin  and  Nashville.  In  the  charge  at  Kene- 
saw  Mountain,  Mr.  Compton’s  gun  was  broken  in 
his  hand,  in  consequence  of  which  he  was  slightly 
wounded  by  a  splinter,  but  with  one  other  excep¬ 
tion  entirely  escaped  the  fate  of  many  a  poor  sol¬ 
dier.  At  another  time,  while  the  command  were 
sleeping  on  the  ground  without  even  tlie  shelter  of 
a  tent,  one  of  the  horses  broke  loose  and  ran  over 
Mr.  Compton,  giving  him  a  severe  scalp  wound. 
He  received  his  honorable  discharge  in  Kentucky, 
in  June,  1865,  and,  returning  home,  resumed  his 
trade  of  a  carpenter. 

Our  subject  was  reared  in  his  native  State,  and 
when  eighteen  years  of  age  learned  the  trade  of  a 
carpenter,  serving  as  a  journeyman  for  two  years, 
and  in  1855  came  to  Illinois,  and  purchased  twen¬ 
ty-five  acres  of  land  in  Harrison  Township,  Win¬ 
nebago  County,  where  he  worked  at  his  trade  until 
entering  the  army.  In  1868,  however,  he  sold 
that  farm  and  purchased  the  old  homestead  in 
Owen  Township,  on  which  he  erected  a  good  set 
of  frame  buildings,  and  otherwise  improved  the 
farm,  on  which  he  resided  until  1886,  which  was 
the  dace  of  his  coming  to  Rockford. 

In  November,  1852,  Mr.  Compton  was  married 
to  Mary  Vanderhoof,  a  native  of  Somerset  County, 
N.  J.,  and  the  daughter  of  Henry  Vanderhoof, 
who,  as  far  as  is  known,  was  also  born  in  New  Jer¬ 
sey.  He  died  when  Mrs.  Compton  was  fourteen 
months  old.  The  maiden  name  of  her  mother 
was  Rachael  Vail;  her  birth  also  occurred  in  the 
above-named  county  and  State.  On  the  death  of 
Mr.  Vanderhoof,  she  was  married  to  Cornelius  Van¬ 
dyke,  a  patriot  of  the  War  of  1812.  They  came  to 
Illinois  in  1860,  settling  in  Winnebago  County, 
where  tlie  mother  died  at  the  home  of  Mrs.  Comp¬ 
ton. 

To  our  subject  and  his  wife  have  been  born  two 
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children,  Agnes  and  'While field.  The  daughter  is 
the  wife  of  Archibald  Armstrong,  to  whom  have 
been  born  two  children,  Charles  E,  and  Mary  L, 
Whitefield  married  Nellie  Johnson,  and  is  the  fa¬ 
ther  of  four  children:  Maud  B,, Mabel  C.,  John  W. 
and  James  IL  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Compton  are  members 
of  the  C  ourt  Street  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
and  our  subject  being  a  Grand  Army  man,  is  con¬ 
nected  with  the  Nevius  Post  No.  1.  In  politics, 
lie  is  a  Republican. 


eHRISIOPHRR  MIERvS.  Among  the  many 
,  enterprising  and  prominent  citizens  of  Pec- 


Cjj>  enterprising  and  prominent  citizens  of  Pec- 
atonica  will  be  noticed  a  number  of  retired 
farmers,  and  it  therefore  gives  us  pleasure  to  men¬ 
tion  Mr.  Myers,  who  rented  his  fine  property  and 
removed  to  the  village  in  1887,  where  lie  has  a 
pleasant  home  and  is  surrounded  by  all  that  goes 
to  make  life  enjoyable. 

A  native  of.  Germany,  our  subject  was  born  in 
Mecklenburg,  April  23, 1843,  being  the  son  of  John 
and  Elizabeth  (Schokneoht)  Myers,  who  hailed 
from  the  Province  of  Mecklenburg.  The  father 
came  to  the  United  States  November  G,  1857,  and 
made  his  home  for  a  time  in  Milwaukee,  Wis., 
whence  he  removed  to  Stephenson  County,  this 
State,  and  passed  his  last  days  on  his  farm,  dying 
at  the  age  of  fifty-nine  years. 

Christopher  Myers  was  one  in  a  family  of  six 
children  born  to  his  parents,  only  one  of  whom  is 
deceased.  He  remained  at  home  until  eight  years 
of  age,  when  he  was  occupied  for  three  years  as  a 
shepherd  boy,  and  three  years  more  in  watching 
cattle.  At  the  expiration  of  that  time,  he  returned 
home  and  soon  afterward  crossed  the  water  to  the 
New  World.  lie  resided  in  Wisconsin  until  1860, 
when  he  came  to  Illinois  and  was  employed  in 
working  on  farms  by  the  month.  He  then ‘rented 
a  tract,  and  on  New  Year’s  Day  of  1868  was  mar¬ 
ried  to  Miss  Ircni  Atwood,  who  was  born  Novem-  I 
her  29,  1841,  in  Owen  Township,  Winnebago 
County.  The  lady  is  a  daughter  of  Patten  and 
Anna  Atwood,  of  whom  a  sketch  will  be  found  in 
another  portion  of  this  work. 

lo  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Myers  have  been  born  eight 


I  children,  three  of  whom  are  living,  namely:  Mabel 
!  A,,  whose  birth  occurred  May  14,  1871;  Walter 
.  "’ho  was  born  April  14,  1879;  Clifford  P.,who  was 
born  July  2,  1880, 

Ihe  first  land  of  which  our  subject  became  the 
owner  was  an  eighty-aero  tract,  to  which  he  later 
added  fifty-five  acres, one  hundred  and  fifty-one 
;  ail(l  011  e  hundred  and  twenty  acres,  at  diffor- 
i  ent  times.  Ten  acres  of  his  estate  is  Umber 
|  lmi<1  nn<*  twelve  is  eity  property,  on  the  Jailer  of 
I  which  is  located  his  fine  residence.  lie  is  desorv- 
j  edly  proud  of  his  present  financial  standing,  as  he 
|  commenced  in  life  a  poor  boy  and  knows  that  his 
j  ^cumulations  have  been  the.  result  of  persistent 
|  industry  and  wise  management, 
j  Mr.  and  Sirs.  Myers  are  attendants  of  the  Con- 
j  gregational  Church,  and  in  polities  our  subject  is 
j  a  Republican,  casting  his  first  vote  for  U.  s,  Gram. 

1  He  is  not  interested  in  politics  other  than  to  rust 
his  ballot  at  election  times.  He  is  one  of  the  en¬ 
terprising  men  of  the  community  and  has  stock  in 
a  shoe  factory,  which  is  one  of  the  leading  indus¬ 
tries  of  the  village.  In  social  matters,  he  is  a  Mason, 
holding  the  office  of  Junior  Warden  in  A.  W. 
Rawson  Lodge  No.  145.  He  is  also  connected  with 
the  United  Workmen  and  the  Eureka  Camp  of 
Modern  Woodmen. 


P^WII)  C.  LEWIS.  For  many  years  the  eom- 
l  mcreial  and  agricultural  interests  of  Win- 
--  nebago  County  were,  prominently  ami  suc¬ 
cessfully  represented  by  Mr.  Lewis,  who  is  now  a 
retired  merchant  residing  in  Winnebago.  He  is  a  na¬ 
tive  of  the  Buckeye  Stale,  and  was  born  in  Milan, 
Huron  County,  February  4, 1823.  His  father,  David, 
was  born  in  New  England,  and  was  a  pioneer  of 
Ohio,  where  he  located  about  1820,  residing  for  a 
time  at  Sandusky,  and  removing  thence  to  Milan. 

From  Ohio,  the  father  of  our  subject,  removed 
to  the  then  Territory  of  Michigan,  and  resided  at 
Detroit  for  a  time,  thence  returned  to  Milan, 
Ohio,  where  he  operated  a  distillery.  In  18.38,  lie 
again  sought  a  home  in  Michigan,  and  located  in 
Ht.  Clair  Count}-,  where  lie  died  during  the  same 
year,  Ilis  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Nancy 
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Champion,  was  born  in  New  York  State,  the  (laugh¬ 
ter  ofSelden  unci  Iluldah  (Hart)  Champion.  Her 
first  matriage  united  her  with  Stephen  DeGate, 
who  died  in  >St.  Clair  County.  She  earno  to  Illi¬ 
nois  in  184(5,  and  spent  her  last  days  in  Winne¬ 
bago  County. 

Orphaned  by  the  death  of  his  father  when  he 
was  fifteen,  our  subject  gained  a  maintenance  for 
himself  by  fishing  and  trapping,  and  later  engaged 
in  lumbering.  He  remained  in  Michigan  until 
1845,  when,  accompanied  by  his  wife,  lie  took 
passage  on  a  boat  at  Pt.  Huron  and  sailed  on 
Lakes  Huron  and  Michigan,  landing  at  Racine, 
whence  he  walked  to  Winnebago  County.  At  that 
time  Rockford  was  a  small  village,  and  the  sur¬ 
rounding  country  was  sparsely  settled,  some  of  the 
land  being  in  the  possession  of  the  Government. 
For  one  year  Mr,  Lewis  found  employment  upon  a 
farm,  after  which  he  worked  at  the  carpenter’s 
trade,  for  a  short  time. 

In  1818,  Mr.  Lewis  purchased  eighty-five  acres 
of  Government  land,  for  which  lie  paid  §90,  and, 
locating  there,  he  continued  to  follow  his  trade 
while  he  hired  men  to  cultivate  the  soil.  In  1852, 
lie  removed  to  Rockford  and  followed  his  trade 
one  year,  later  opened  a  restaurant,  of  which  he 
was  the  proprietor  for  one  year,  and  then  returned 
to  the  farm.  In  18(>0,  he  erected  a  building  on 
the  corner  of  Main  and  Benton  Streets,  and  for 
twenty-six  years  was  success  fully  engaged  in  mer¬ 
cantile  pursuits,  building  up  a  splendid  reputation 
as  a  reliable  dealer  and  upright  man.  During  a 
portion  of  that  time  he  was  in  partnership  with 
A.  G.  Rainey,  hut  the  remainder  of  the.  twenty-six 
.years  was  alone.  .Meanwhile,  he  supervised  his  lum¬ 
ber  interests  until  187(5,  when  be  sold  out  to  Mr. 
Parsons;  and,  in  addition  to  other  duties,  was  the 
proprietor  of  the  Winnebago  Hotel  for  four  years, 
having  altered  and  added  to  the  hotel,  which  he 
conducted  under  a  highly  improved  management. 
In  1891,  he  erected  a  brick  block,  the  finest  struc¬ 
ture  in  the  village,  and,  in  addition  to  his  city 
property,  is  the  owner  of  two  good  farms. 

The  marriage,  of  Mr.  Lewis  in  1845  united  him 
with  Miss  Lucy  Burt,  a  native  of  London,  Can¬ 
ada,  and  they  have  two  children:  E.  Chandler  and 
Etta  II,  The  former  married  Etta  Burgstrcsser; 


and  lias  five  children:  Mabel, Minnie, Grace,  .Stella 
and  Eddie.  Etta  married  George  Ades,  and  has 
two  children:  Lewis  and  Floyd.  Mr.  and.  Mrs. 
Lewis  are  consistent  members  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  and  in  his  political  affiliation  he 
is  a  Prohibitionist.  Through  the  exercise  of  pru¬ 
dence  and  industry  lie  lias  arisen  from  a  position 
of  poverty  in  bis  youth  to  one  of  affluence  in  his 
declining  years,  and  now,  with  his  estimable  wife, 
can  enjoy  all  the  comforts  and  man}'  of  the  luxu¬ 
ries  of  existence. 


CBTAF  JERNBERG,  a  stockholder  and 
Ilf  (W  ^'iec^or  ^he  Rockford  Manufacturing 
Company,  in  which  lie  lias  been  pattern¬ 
maker  and  mechanical  draughtsman  since  the  com¬ 
pany  was  founded  in  1890,  lias  been  a  resident  of 
this  city  since  1878  and  is  one  of  its  foremost  cit¬ 
izens.  He  began  here  in  the  last-named  year  for 
the  well-known  manufacturer,  N.  C.  Thompson, 
with  whom  lie  continued  eight  years,  and  later 
was  with  Savage  it  Love,  with  whom  he  remained 
eighteen  months.  After  this  lie  embarked  in  the 
pattern-making  business  on  Ills  own  account.  He 
subsequently  became  connected  as  a  stockholder 
with  the  present  company  and  has  since  invented 
the  Imperial  Mower,  which  is  manufactured  exclu¬ 
sively  by  this  great  manufacturing  company.  He 
also  owns  a  fine  home  at  No.  301  South  Fourth 
Street,  designed  and  erected  by  his  own  hands,  and 
a  well-improved  farm  of  eighty  acres,  with  build¬ 
ings,  on  section  2,  of  (’berry  Valley  Township. 

Sweden  is  his  native  land,  and  he  was  born  in 
Wester  Moreland  Province,  on  the,  18th  of  March, 
1849.  He  was  there  reared  and  educated,  and  was 
taught  his  trade,  serving  an  apprenticeship  of  a 
few  years.  He,  with  his  brother  Erie,  was  the  first 
of  the  family  to  come  to  the  States.  The  latter  is 
now  married  to  Miss  Christina  Carlson-  and  is 
cultivating  the  soil  in  New  Milford  Township. 
The  parents  and  other  members  of  the  family  came 
to  this  country  in  18(59,  and  located  in  Marquette 
County,  Midi.,  where  they  resided  until  1875. 
They  then  cairn*  to  Illinois, settled  in  Milford  Town- 
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ship,  Winnebago  County,  where  the  father,  John 
E.  Jernberg,  died  in  1888,  when  sixty-fivo  years 
of  age.  He  was  a  Lutheran  in  religion,  and  a 
Republican  in  polities.  Ilis  wife,  who  is  still  liv¬ 
ing,  and  sixty-two  years  of  age,  finds  a  comfortable 
home  with  her  daughter,  Mrs.  John  Odhner.  She 
is  also  a  member  of  the  First  Lutheran  Church. 

Gustaf  Jernberg,  the  second  in  order  of  birth  of 
eight  children,  five  sons  and  three  daughters,  all 
of  whom  are  living  and  married  but  one  son,  was 
a  resident  of  Ishpeming,  Mich.,  for  ten  years  after 
coming  to  the  United  States,  and  followed  liis 
trade  of  pattern-maker.  Just  ten  years  after  reach¬ 
ing  this  country,  he  came  to  Rockford,  and  has 
been  a  resident  of  this  flourishing  city  since.  He 
was  married  in  Chicago,  Ill.,  to  Miss  Axel  in  a  W. 
Holmgren,  who  was  born  in  Easter  Gothland 
Province,  Sweden,  November  8,  1857,  and  who 
came  to  this  country  and  settled  in  Marquette 
County,  Mich.,  with  her  parents  in  1878.  The 
father,  Andrew  Holmgren,  was  born  in  Easter 
Gothland,  Sweden,  as  was  also  his  mother,  Anna 
L.  (Sjoberg)  Holmgren,  and  after  coming  to  Mich¬ 
igan,  they  settled  in  the  improved  regions  of  that 
State.  There  the  father  followed  the  occupation 
of  a  mine  mechanic.  Later,  they  came  to  Rock¬ 
ford,  and  here  the  father  died  when  sixty-one 
years  of  age  and  the  mother,  when  fifty-four. 
They  were  reared  to  the  Lutheran  faith.  They 
have  one  son,  John  Holmgren,  who  is  a  resident 
of  Traverse  City,  Mich. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jernberg’s  union  has  been  blessed 
by  the  birth  of  one  daughter,  Iluldah  V.,  who  was 
born  December  25,  1878,  and  who  is  a  cultivated 
and  refined  young  lady. 

yfelLLIAM  FORBES.  There  are  few  eiti- 
!  sens  of  Rockford  who  are  better  known, 
W*tJ  and  certainly  none  are  more  highly  es¬ 
teemed,  than  Mr.  Forbes,  who  occupies  a  pleasant 
home  at  No.  HOG  Rock  Street,  and  is  retired  from 
the  active  labors  which  occupied  his  close  at¬ 
tention  in  life’s  prime.  Corning  to  this  city 
in  1854,  he  has  since  been  closely  identified 
with  its  best  interests  and  has  watched  with 


keen  sympathy  its  progress  and  development. 
By  industry  and  energy,  and  through  years  of  la¬ 
bor  at  his  trade,  that  of  a  moulder,  he,  accumu¬ 
lated  a  goodly  amount  of  this  world’s  comforts 
and  is  numbered  among  the  prosperous  citizens  of 
the  place. 

A  native  of  Scotland,  Mr.  Forbes  was  born  in 
Perthshire,  August  17,  1826,  and  belonged  to  a 
worthy  Scotch  family,  whose  members  figured  ex¬ 
tensively  in  the  history  of  that  country.  Ilis 
father,  Alex  Forbes,  lived  and  died  in  Perthshire, 
his  death  occurring  when  ho  was  about  seventy 
years  old.  By  trade  he  was  a  weaver,  lie  mar¬ 
ried  Miss  Margaret  Smith,  who  was  born  in  the 
Lowlands  of  Scotland,  and  who,  surviving  her 
husband,  emigrated  to  America,  in  company  with 
her  children,  in  1849.  The  voyage  was  made  in 
a  sailing-vessel  from  Glasgow  to  New  York  City, 
after  which  the  family  settled  in  New  York  Mills, 
where  the  mother  died  at  an  advanced  age.  She 
was  a  Presbyterian  in  religious  convictions,  and 
her  husband  was  also  identified  with  that  Church, 
The  family  of  which  our  subject  is  a  member 
consisted  of  seven  sons  and  one  daughter.  The 
last-named,  the  eldest  in  the  family,  makes  her 
home  with  our  subject,  and  is  now  eighty-four 
years  old.  The  other  children  have  passed  away. 
In  his  youth,  William  Forbes  served  an  appren¬ 
ticeship  to  the  trade  of  a  moulder  in  a  foundry  at 
Troy,  N.  Y.,  at  the  completion  of  which  he  came 
to  Rockford,  and  here  established  his  permanent 
home.  lie  was  married  in  New  York  City  to  Miss 
Rebecca  Henderson,  who  was  born  and  reared  in 
Wilmington,  Del.,  and  died  in  Rockford  in  1872, 
at  the  age  of  fifty-two.  At  her  demise  she  left 
three  children,  namely  :  Mary,  wife  of  (Hark  K. 
Gilbert,  a  ranchman  in  California;  Margaret,  wife 
of  Frederick  McPherson,  a  surveyor,  who  resides 
in  California;  and  Alex,  who  is  a  moulder  by 
trade,  and  has  charge  of  a  foundry  at  Kan  Fran¬ 
cisco,  Cal.,  liis  home  being  in  Oakland,  that  State. 

The  second  marriage  of  our  subject  took  place 
in  this  city,  and  united  him  with  Mrs.  Barbara 
(Shaw)  Barr,  who  was  born  in  Argylesluie,  Scot¬ 
land.  She  was  first  married  to  James  Barr,  an  en¬ 
gineer,  who  passed  his  entire  life  in  Glasgow,  dy¬ 
ing  there  in  the  prime  of  life.  After  emigrating 
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to  the  United  Slate*  in  J871,  Mrs.  Ikrr  came  to 
Rockford,  and  was  here  married  to  Mr.  Forbes,  in 
I87'l.  Of  her  first  marriage  one  child  survives, 
-lames  Harr,  M.  ]).,  of  Foley  Springs,  Ore.  In 
their  religious  connections,  Mr.  Forbes  and  his  es¬ 
timable  wife  are  faithful  members  of  the  Presby¬ 
terian  Church,  and,  politically,  he  is  a  stanch  ad¬ 
herent  of  Republican  principles. 

For  three  years  during  the  late  war,  Mr.  Forbes 
served  in  defense  of  the  Union,  enlisting  as  a 
member  of  Company  G,  Second  Illinois  Light  Artil¬ 
lery,  Col.  Mathews  commanding.  For  two  years  the 
regiment  was  incorporated  with  the  Army  of  the 
Tennessee,  and  participated  in  many  engagements, 
among  them  those  at  Memphis  and  Vicksburg. 
After  serving  with  valor  for  three  years,  Mr.  ; 
Forbes  was  honorably  discharged  at  Springfield,  j 
and  returned  once  more  to  his  home  in  Rockford,  j 
Since  the  war  he  has  suffered  greatly  from  rheu¬ 
matism,  caused  by  exposure  on  the  battle-field,  in 
camp,  and  during  long  marches,  and  receives  a 
pension  as  a  slight  compensation  for  services  ren¬ 
dered  the  Government.  II is  war  record  is  one  of 
which  his  descendants  and  friends  may  justly  feel 
proud,  and  Ins  conduct  in  affairs  of  civic  life  has 
been  characterized  by  equal  fidelity  and  honor. 

G l  FORGE  W.  WUNDER,  who  is  now  living 
,  a  retired  life  in  his  pleasant  home  at  No. 
j  610  State  Street,  Rockford,  was  born  on 
the  4th  of  July,  1827,  in  Bavaria,  Germany,  and 
is  a  son  of  Michael  and  Louisa  (Earner)  Wunder. 
His  father  was  a  German  farmer  and  died  at  the 
age  of  sixty-three  years.  Ilis  wife  died  in  1886. 
at  the  age  of  eighty-four,  and  up  to  the  time  of 
her  death  was  bright  and  active.  Both  were 
members  of  the  Methodist  Church.  They  had 
only  two  sons,  our  subject  and  Martin,  who  is  ! 
six  .veal’s  his  junior,  and  now  owns  and  occupies 
the  old  homestead  in  Bavaria. 

George  W.  Wunder  spent  the  days  of  his  boy¬ 
hood  and  youth  in  his;  native  land,  but  at  length 
determined  to  try  his  fortune  in  the  New  World, 
and  on  the  28th  of  August,  1854,  landed  in  New 
York,  having  crossed  the  Atlantic  from  Bremen 


i  on  a  sailing-vessel,  which,  after  forty-two  days 
i  reached  its  destined  port.  In  1884,  lie  returned 
to  his  native  land  on  a  visit,  but  is  well  content 
that  his  home  is  in  America,  for  he  has  here  met 
with  prosperity.  He  had  only  $5  in  his  pocket 
when  lie  reached  Chicago  to  which  lie  came  imme¬ 
diately  after  landing  in  the  United  States,  and 
thus  almost  empty-handed,  he  began  life  in  the 
New  World,  but  has  worked  his  way  up  to  a 
position  of  affluence. 

It  was  in  December,  1859,  in  Chicago,  that  Mr. 
Wunder  formed  a  matrimonial  alliance  with  Miss 
Louisa  Cattley,  who  was  born  in  the  Canton  of 
Berne,  Switzerland,  and  came  to  the  United  States 
in  1854.  To  her  husband  she  had  proved  a  true 
helpmate  and  faithful  companion.  They  have 
one  child,  a  daughter,  Carrie,  now  the  wife  of 
Fritz  Spain-.  He  is  also  a  native  of  the  Canton  of 
Berne,  Switzerland.  In  that  country,  lie  grew  to 
manhood  and  learned  the  trade,  of  a  jeweler. 
When  a  young  man,  lie  came  to  America  in  1877, 
and  for  five  years  was  employed  in  the  watch 
factories  of  this  city,  since  which  time  he  has  been 
engaged  in  the  saloon  business  on  East  State 
Street.  lie  and  his  wife  reside  with  Mrs.  Spain's 
parents. 

After  residing  in  Chicago  for  two  years,  Mr. 
Wunder  came  to  Rockford  in  1856,  and  for  soipe 
time  was  engaged  in  the  lumber  business,  after 
which  lie  engaged  in  farming  in  Rockford  Town¬ 
ship  on  his  own  account.  At  length,  he  returned 
to  the  city,  and  did  business  for  the  old  lumber 
firm,  in  whose  employ  lie  had  formerly  been,  and 
to  that  work  devoted  his  energies  until  1860,  when 
he  went  to  California  by  way  of  New  York  and 
the  Isthmus  of  Panama.  In  that  State  he  engaged 
in  business  for  some  years  and  was  quite  success¬ 
ful,  but  failing  health  caused  him  to  return,  and 
in  1864  we  again  find  him  in  Rockford,  He  then 
rented  land  for  some  years,  and  with  the  money 
saved  during  that  time  lie  began  dealing  m  sand. 
Two  years  later,  be  embarked  in  the  dairy  busi¬ 
ness,  to  which  lie  devoted  his  energies  for  four 
years,  when  he  sold  out  and  for  two  years  lived 
retired.  Subsequently,  lie  was  engaged  in  buying 
and  shipping  horses,  and  in  1876  became  a  whole¬ 
sale  dealer  in  beer  and  also  did  a  retail  bottling 
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business,  which  he  carried  on  until  1890.  His  ef¬ 
forts  being  crowned  with  success,  and  thereby  ac¬ 
quiring  considerable  capital.,  he  is  now  enabled 
to  live  a  retired  life,  resting  in  the  enjoyment  of 
the  fruits  of  liis  former  toil.  In  politics,  he  is  a 
Democrat  and  is  a  member  of  the  Germania  So¬ 
ciety.  ; 


6 J^IIERON  G.  PIERPONT.  Nowhere  can 
more  beautiful  farms  be  found  than  in  the 
prairie  State,  and  no  sections  of  it  are  any 
more  attractive  than  Winnebago  County.  On 
section  20,  Rockford  Township,  lies  a  body  of 
land  comprising  one  hundred  and  sixty  productive 
acres,  which,  under  the  hand  of  a  progressive  and 
intelligent  farmer,  produce  abundantly. 

Mr.  Pierpont  had  his  birth  in  North  Haven, 
Conn.,  April  21,  1851,  and  his  father,  Guy  Pier- 
pont,  who  was  also  a  native  of  that  State  and 
place,  was  the  son  of  Giles  and  Sallie  (Bassett) 
Pierporit.  The  father  of  our  subject  was  reared 
and  educated  in  the  Nutmeg  State,  and  came  West 
to  Winnebago  County  in  1857,  where  he  purchased 
a  farm  .two  miles  from  the  Court  House,  and  there 
resicLed  until  his  death.  His  wife,  prior  to  her 
marriage,  was  known  as  Jerusha  Gaylord;  she  was 
also  a  native  of  Connecticut  and  is  at  present 
residing  in  Rockford. 

The  original  of  this  sketch  was  Six  years  of  age 
when  He  accompanied  his  parents  on  their  re¬ 
moval  to  the  Prairie  State,  and,  after  receiving 
his  primary  education  in  the  district  school,  at¬ 
tended  a  select  school  taught  by  Prof.  Lownsbnry. 
Theron  S.'  was  reared  to  farm  life  and  has,  since 
coming  to  Illinois,  lived  on  the  old  homestead. 
1-Ie  was  married,  in  1878,  to  Helen  M.  Blakemah, 
who  was  born  in  Stratford,  Conn.,  and  was  the 
daughter  of  Benjamin  Blakeman,  also  a  native  of 
that  State. 

The  two  children  comprising  the  household  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Pierpont  are  Birdseye  B.  and  Elea- 
nore  (twins).  The  parents  are  influential  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Second  Congregational  Church,  and  in 
his  political  relations  our  subject  votes  the  Re¬ 
publican  ticket.  The  father  of  Mrs.  Pierpont, 


Benjamin  Blakeman,  was  born  in  Stratford,  Fair- 
field  County,  Conn,,  and  was  a  soiv of  Treat  and 
Annie  (Birdseye)  Blakeman.  Her  father  came  to 
Illinois  in  1856,  and,  locating  in  Rockford,  has 
since  been  prominently  ..identified  with  its  busi¬ 
ness  interests,  being  now  President  of  the  Blake¬ 
man  &  Dobson  Manufacturing  Company.  The 
maiden  name  of  the  mother  was  Caroline  Fair- 
child,  who  was  also  a  native  of ‘the  same  State  and 
county  as  was  her  husband.  Mrs.  Pierpont  fin¬ 
ished  ht-r  education  at  Vassal’  College,  at.  Pough¬ 
keepsie,  after  graduating  at  the  High  School  of 
Rockford. 

fjiypNUT  BELTING,  a  successful  dealer  in 
^  real  estate,  is  a  gentleman  of  thorough 
experience  in  that  line,  both  as  a  means  Of 
^  speculation  and  permanent  investment. 
He  came  to  Rockford  in  1882,  established  a  cigar 
store  and  news  stand  on  a  capital  of  820,  was 
very  successful,  and  his  valuation  at  the  present 
time  is  810,000.  He  owns  a  fine  double  business 
house  with  flats  above,  at  the  corner  of  Fourteenth 
Avenue  and  Ninth  Street,  nlsh,  some  good  resi¬ 
dence  property,  and  has  in  process  a  new  business 
building  fronting  on  Fourteenth  Street,  where  he 
Owns  seventeen  valuable  lots,  all  in  a  growing 
part  of  the  city.  Mr.  Belting  is  a  man  full  of  en¬ 
ergy  and  business,  and  his  prospects  for  the  future 
are  very  bright.  He  owns  stock  in  the  Rockford 
Manufacturing  Company,  was  a  promoter  of  the 
Skandia  Exchange,  and  is  it  public-spirited,  enter¬ 
prising  citizen, 

Mr.  Belting  was  bom  near  Slcona,  Sweden,  Octo-  - 
ber  26,  185-1,  attained  bis  growth  there,  and  was 
’engaged  as  an  employe  in  a  grain-dealing  estab¬ 
lishment  at  Helsingbovg,  where  he  remained  for  a 
number  of  years.  Subsequently,  he  went  to  Stock¬ 
holm,  where,  for  a  number  of  years,  he  was  super¬ 
intendent  of  the  largest  bakery  of  the  place,  it 
being  the  one  that  baked  the  bread  for  the  royal 
family.  He  was  thus  engaged  for  four  years  and 
then  became  a  commission  merchant.  He  met  with 
■much  success,  but  the  collapse  came  and  lie,  with 
others,  lost  all.  One  month  later,  ho  concluded  to 
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try  his  fortune  m  a  new  country,  and  in  1882  he 
sailed  for  the  United  Suites,  landing  in  Philadel¬ 
phia  in  May  of  that  year.  Prom  there  ho  went  to 
Chicago, III.,  and  thence  to  Michigan  a  lew  months 
later;  after  a  short  experience  in  lumber  camps  of 
that  State,  he  came  to  Rockford,  where  he  started  in 
the  tobacco  and  news-dealer  business,  as  above  men¬ 
tioned.  He  is  a  self-made  man,  and  all  his  accu¬ 
mulations  are  the  result  of  hard  work  and  perse¬ 
verance  on  his  part.  lie  is  the  only  member  of 
Ids  family  now  in  this  country,  and  has  no  rela¬ 
tive  here  on  either  side. 

Ilis  father,  Carl  Belting,  died  in  Sweden  in 
1875,  biit  the  mother  is  still  living  On  the  old 
home  place  in  her  native  country,  and  is  now  over 
sixty  years  of  age.  She  has  been  a  life-long. mem¬ 
ber  of  the  State  Church,  and  her. husband  was  also 
a  devout  member  of  that  church.  She  has  four 
children  in  Sweden,  two  sons  and  two  daughters, 
viz.:  Nils,  married,  and  is  a  dry-goods  merchant; 
Rev.  Erie,  a  preacher  in  the  Lutheran  Baptist 
Church,  single;  Johanna,  wife  of  planges  Lichtie, 
who  is  Principal  in  the  High  School  at  Lund;  and 
Rotilda,  single,  at  home. 

Our  subject  selected  his  wife  in  the  person  of 
Miss  Hilda  C.  Pahngren,  a  native  of  Sweden,  born 
in  1862,  and  their  nuptials  were  celebrated  in  that 
country.  She  'was  the  only  one  of  her  family  to 
come  lo  the  United  States.  Their  union  has  been 
blessed  by  the  birth  of  four  children:  Elvira  V., 
Edwin  B.,  Knutand  Harold. 

Wpr^iHOUR  MUNTHE,  a  successful  real-estate 
If, |^§Sn  dealer  and  insurance  agent,  doing  business 
at  No.  519  East  Stfitc  Street,  Rockford,  was 
born  in  the  province  of  S, mol  and,  Sweden,  January 
14,  1847,  and  comes  of  a  good  family,  who  trace 
their  ancestry  back  through  a  long  line  of  nobility 
to  the  ninth  century.  Ilis  father,  Victor  Munthe, 
Spent  his  eft  tire  life  in  Sweden,  dying  at  the  age  of 
fifty-live  years.  Ho  was  a  prominent  citizen  of 
ids  native  province  and  the  owner  of  a  large  estate. 
His  father  was  Judge  of  the  province  of  Smoland. 
The  mother  of  our  subject  is  still  living  and  makes 
her  home  at  the  city  of  Stockholm,  at  the  age  of 
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seventy-one.  She  has  been  a  life-long  member  of 
the  Lutheran  Church,  as  was  also  her  husband. 
Two  sisters  of  the  family  are  still  living  in  Sweden : 
Hedvig,  wife  Of  Lieut.  Edward  Brietholtz,  of  Smol¬ 
and,  a  Lieutenant  in  the  standing  army,  and  Ma¬ 
tilda,  wife  of  Carl  Sunblade,  a  successful  merchant 
of  Stockholm.  I 

Our  subject  is  the  only  son  of  the  family.  The 
days,,  of ‘his  boyhood  and  youth  were  spent  in  his 
native  land,  ajid  when  a  young  man  he  sailed 
from  Gottenburg  to  New  York  City,  whence 
he  came  to  the  'West.  He  made  his  fii‘3t  location 
in  Chicago  and  afterward  went  to  Michigan,  where 
he  worked  for  a  time  and  then  came  to  Rockford 
in  1868.  He  was  married  in  this  city  to  Miss 
Maria  Peterson,  who  was  born,  reared  and  educated 
in  Smoland.  With  her  parents,  she  came  to  this 
country,  the  family  locating  in  Rockford,  where 
Niles  and  Christina  Peterson  now  reside.  ?l  They 
are  members  of  the  Mission  Lutheran  Church.  Mr. 
Peterson  is  a  tailor  and  followed  that  business  for 
a  number  of  years  but  is  now  living  a  retired  life. 

When  a  young  man,  Mr.  Munthe  had  learned 
the  trade  of  a  glove  and  mitten  maker  and  to  that 
work  devoted  his  attention  for  some  years.  For 
twelve  years  after  coming  to  Rockford  he  was  con¬ 
nected  with  the  H.  W.  Price  Glove  and  Mitten 
Company,  being  foreman  of  the  large  business  dur¬ 
ing  the  latter  half  of  the  time.  He  then  estab¬ 
lished  the  Rockford  Mitten  and.  Hosiery  Company, 
doing  business  alone  for  two  years,  when  a  com¬ 
pany  was  incorporated  and  he  continued  a  member 
Of  the  firm  for  three  years.  On  account  of  failing 
health,  he  tb.cn  ?old  out  and  went  to  Oregon,  and 
for  three  years  engaged  in  business  as  a  tanner  and 
glove  maker  in  the  city  of  Portland.  He  then  re¬ 
turned  to  Rockford  and  during  the  past  two  years 
has  been  successfully  engaged  in  business  as  a  real- 
estate  and  insurance  agent  and  Notary  Public.  lie 
is  agent  for  the  Nelson  Addition  to  Rockford  and 
is  one  of  the  owners  of  the  River  View  Addition. 
His  business  career  has  been  a  successful  one  and 
lie  is  now  one  of  the  prosperous  citizens  of  Rock¬ 
ford. 

Unto  Mi',  and  Mrs.  Munthe  have  been  born  four 
children:  Oakey  V.,  'who  is  working  at  the  machin¬ 
ist  trade  in  the  Nelson  machine  shops  ;  Fritz  W., 
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Ida  M.  and  Sfceena  M.  The  parents  are  both  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Congregational  Church,  and  Mr. 
Munthe  is  a  Royal  Arch  Mason  of  Rockford.  Ho 
has  long  been  a  supporter  of  the  Republican  party 
and  an  ardent  worker  in  its  interests  and  lias 
served  as  Alderman  of  the  Sixth  Ward  for  tw<\ 


AYMER  SARVER  is  a  farmer  of  large  ex- 
Irkb  perience.  great  capability  in  managing  his 
affairs  and  is  considered  one  of  the  most 
V^)successful  of  the  well-to-do  agriculturists  of 
DuraDd.  wV's  are  active  iu  pushing  forward  the 
material  interests  of  Winnebago  County.  Mr. 
Salver  is  residing  On  section  83,  and  is  the  son  of 
Henry  and  Eleanor  (Honk)  Server.  He  was  born 
in  Harrison  Township,  this  county,  December  3, 
1849,  and  was  reared  to  farm '-pursuits,  which  call¬ 
ing  he  has  made  his  life  work. 

He  of  whom  we  write  and  Miss  Lois  Campbell 
were  united  in  marriage  December  29, 1875.  The 
latter  was  born  in  this  township,  March  17,  1857, 
and  is  the  daughter  of  David  Samuel  Campbell, 
whose  native  place  was  Grand  Isle,  Lake  Cham¬ 
plain,  Vt.  and  the  date  thereof  March  24, 
1815.  He  was  a  son  of  Samuel  and  Grace  (Plum) 
Campbell,  the  former  of  whom  was  born  October  8, 
1762,  and  the  latter  March  24,  1775.  Mrs.  Grace 
Campbell  was  a  daughter  of  Samuel  Plum  and  was 
married  in  1793.  The  Campbells  are  of  Scotch 
ancestry. 

Our  subject's  maternal  grandfather  was  a  lad  of 
twelve  years  when  his  mother  died,  he  being  the 
ninth  in  order  of  birth  in  a  family  of  ten  children, 
his  brothers  and  sisters  being  Philura,  who  was 
born  February  24,  1794,  married  John  Blake  and 
died  in  this  township,  July  24,  1884;  Lucinda, 
who  was  born  February  27,  1796,  married  Kinsley 
Hines  and  died  at  her  home  in  Chicago,  February 
9,  1868;  Martha,  who  was  born  February  1,  1797, 
became  the  wife  of  a  Mr.  Ferguson;  William,  who 
was  born  February  13,  1799,  was  drowned  while 
residing  in  Vermont  in  1833;  Samuel,  who  was 
born  July  6,  1801,  departed  this  life  at  St.  Albans, 
Vt,  September  1,  1871;  Zeno,  who  was  born  March 


7,  1808,  died  in  Fairfax,  Vt.,  December  31,  1891; 
Zimri,  who  was  born  July  7,  1810,  was  residing  in 
Rock  County,  Wis.,  at  the  time  of  his  death  in 
May  1860;  Zori,  was  born  February  7,  1812,  and 
Jeremiah,  who  was  bom  April  5,  1818,  died  in  this 
township,  April  25,  1884. 

After  the  death  of  his  mother,  David  S.  Camp¬ 
bell  went  to  New  York  State  and  lived  with  an 
uncle,  William  Campbell,  where  he  learned  the 
trade  of  a  potter,  and  at  odd  times  worked  on  the 
farm.  In  1886,  he  came  to  Illinois,  and  locating 
one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land  on  section  83, 
Durand  Township,  lie  improved  the  same,  and  when 
twenty-four  years  of  age  returned  to  Vermont, 
where,  February  16,  1840,  he  was  married.  With 
his  young  bride,  Mr.  Campbell  started  for  his  new 
home,  landing  at  his  claim  April  ?8,  1840.  Here 
he  resided  until  1885,  during  which  time  he  became 
the  ^proprietor  of  three  hundred  broad  acres  and 
then  traded  farms  with  Mr-  Server,  his  son-in-law, 
where  he  is  residing  at  the  present  time.  His  wife 
died  October  31,  1891,  after  having  become  the 
mother  of  six  children,  two  of  whom  died  when 
young.  Adelaide  L.  was  born  January  11,  1841, 
and  died  October  28,  1844.  Zeno  A.  was  born 
January  14,  1843,  and  died  October  31,  1891. 
Adeline  A.  was  bom  January  30,  1847,  married 
D.  J.  Stewart,  Jr.,  and  resides  in  Rockford.  Arba 
Zeri  was  born  November  27, 1852,  and  makes  his 
home  in  Pecatonica  Township.  Lois  I.,  the  next 
in  order  of  birth,  is  the  wife  of  our  subject.  Earl 
D.,  bora  January  1,  1861,  died  eight  days  later. 

The  Republican  party  claims  our  subject  as  one 
of  its  most  active  workers.  He  has  been  Assessor 
of  Durand  Township  since  its  organization  and  is 
consequently  the  oldest  Assessor  in  the  county  if 
not  in  the  State.  He  was  one  of  the  organizers  of 
the  Durand  Fire  Insurance  Company  and  was 
active  in  all  measures  which  tended  to  promote 
the  best  welfare  of  his  community.  Socially,  he 
is  a  member  of  the  United  Workmen.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Campbell  are  Spiritualists  in  belief.  * 

After  his  marriage,  the  original  of  this  sketch 
located  on  section  84  of  this  township,  whore 
he  owned  ninty-five  acres  of  good  land,  which  in 
1885  he  traded  for  his  present  farm,  which  com¬ 
prises  two  hundred  and  twenty  broad  acres.  To 


ouf  subject  and  bis  wife  have  been  granted 
family  of  six  children:  Milford,  who  was  born 
May  1,  1879,  died  on  the  27th  Of  that  month 
and  year;  Wesley  Martin,  born  May  15,  1880; 
David  Floyd,  born  August  31,  1883;  Harry,  Jan¬ 
uary  8, 1886;  Bay  Vaughan,  born  January  30,  1887, 
died  January  17  of  that  year,  and  Carl  Walton 
was  born  April  28, 1891. 

Mrs.  Sarvor’s  mother,  whose  maiden  name  was 
Erixna  Barker,  was  born  in  Swanfcon,  Vt.,  February 
10,  1823  and  was  the  daughter  of  Asa  and  Mollie 
(Marrs)  Barker,  both  of  whom  were  born  in  1781. 
The  parents  resided  in  Swan  ton  until  early  in 
the  '40s,  then  came  to  Illinois  and  made  settle¬ 
ment  in  Laona  Township,  where  the  father  died 
May  14,  1869,  being  preceded  to  the  land  beyond 
by  the  mother,  whose  demise  occurred  in  1864. 
Asa  and  Mollie  Barker  were  the  parents  of  eleven 
children,  ten  of  whom  lived  to  be  over  sixty-five 
years  of  age.  They  bear  the  respective  names  of 
Nancy  B.,  Edwin  N.,  Harriet,  Eivin,  Garrard, 
Schuyler,  Arba,  Miranda  L.,  Norman  D.,  Erixna 
and  Eliza  L. 

SARTON  B.  GATES,  who  at  present  makes 
his  home  in  Rockton  Township,  Winne¬ 
bago  County,  is  largely  interested  in  the 
limekiln  at  Rockton,  where  Mr.  Gates, 
with  his  characteristic  energy,  push  and  fair  deal¬ 
ing,  has  built  up  a  fine  and  paying  business,  hav¬ 
ing  had  full  charge  of  it  for  some  years.  The  bed 
Of  lime  rock  is  the  best  of  rock  and  seemingly  inex¬ 
haustible.  With  their  present  capacity  of  two 
large  and  improved  kilns,  they  burn  from  one 
hundred  and  forty  thousand  to  one  hundred  and 
fifty  thousand  bushels  of  lime  per  year,  for  which 
they  have  a  convenient  "market  at  the  paper  mills 
here  and  in  Beloit. 

A  native  of  Macomb  County,  Mich.,  our  subject, 
who  was  born  November  7,  1832,  is  the  son  of 
Gideon  and  Lucy  (Blinn)  Gates.  The  parents 
frere  natives  of  Wethersfield,  Conn.,  and  soon 
after  their  marriage  went  to  Bloomfield,  N.  X., 
where  they  were  keeping  hotel  at  the  time  of  the 
Morgan  (Masonic)  excitement.  They  later  came  to 
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Michigan  during  the  pioneer  days  of  that  State 
and  ranked  among  the  well-to-do  citizens  of  Ma¬ 
comb  County.  The  parental  pamily  included  four 
sons  and  three  daughters,  the  eldest  being  born  in 
New  York  in  1812,  and  the  remainder  of  the  fam¬ 
ily  being  born  on  a  farm  near  Romeo,  Michigan. 
In  1843,  the  father  moved  to  the  villagfe,  where  the 
children  were  given  the  advantages  of  the  com¬ 
mon  schools,  and  where  Mr.  Gates  was  one  of  the 
first  teachers  in  the  school  house,  which  he  had 
helped  to  erect. 

In  1854  and  1855,  Gideon  Gates  came  to  Rock¬ 
ton,  this  county,  where  he  purchased  five  hundred 
acres  of  land,  known  as  the  Gibson  farm,  for 
which  he  paid  $13,500.  The  following  spring  his 
wife,  with  the  family,  which  included  Wilber  B., 
our  subject,  John  B.  and  Hubert  B.,  came  to  the 
new  home.  The  initial  B.,  which  accompanies  the 
names  of  several  of  the  children,  stood  for  Blinn, 
the  mother  being  desirous  to  perpetuate  her 
maiden  name.  Of  the  family,  two  are  now  de¬ 
ceased:  Jane,  who  had  married  Mr.  L.  D.  Owen, 
passed  away  at  Romeo.  Mich.,  in  1882,  and  Wilbur, 
who  was  born  in  New  York  State,  died  in  November, 
1889,  aged  seventy-seven  years.  Hubert  is  living 
retired  in  Owosso,  Mich.;  John  is  a  farmer  in  Oak¬ 
land  County,  that  State.  The  parents  died  when 
ripe  in  years,  the  father  in  1864  and  the  mother  in 
1866. 

Barton  B.  Gates  was  married  when  twenty-three 
years  of  age  in  Brighton,  Mich.,  to  Miss  Ellen 
Bingham,  the  date  of  the  ceremony  being  January 
9,  1855.  The  lady  was  born  in  England,  and  was 
a  daughter  of  Allen  and  Johanna  (McColliff) 
Bingham.  In  the  fall  of  1867,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gates 
removed  to  Rockton  Village,  this  county,  where 
the  mother  of  the  latter  died,  February  14,  1874, 
and  the  father  in  July,  1881,  at  the  respective  ages 
of  sixty-four  and  seventy-six  years. 

Our  subject  was  engaged  in  the  grocery  business 
for  a  time  in  Rockton,  but  later  disposed  of  it, 
and  in  company  with  J.  W.  Cowles  embarked  in 
the  milling  business,  buying  the  Rockton  Stone 
Mill,  for  which  they  paid  $15,000.  This  they  en¬ 
larged,  adding  two  run  of  stone  to  the  four  which 
the  mill  already  possessed,  and  -were  successfully 
engaged  in  that  line  of  business  until  April,  1879, 
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when  it.  was  destroyed  by  fire.  While  thus  en¬ 
gaged,  Mr.  Gates  and  his  '  .irtner  obtained  jointly 
a  ones-third  interest  in  the  limekiln  then  owned 
by  parties  of  .Lanark,  Carroll  County.  Our  sub¬ 
ject  later  bought  out  his  partner’s  interest, and  h«s 
since  continued  to  manage  affairs  in  company  with 
his  partners  at  Lanark.  T  ^ 

»  He  of  whom  wo  write  has  held  the  cilice  of 
Commissioner  of  Highways  for  the  past  twenty- 
three  years.  His  wife  is  a  member  of  the  Congre¬ 
gational  Church,  but  he  is  pledged  to  no  religious 
denomination. 


Cj==r?itANK  I.  WINNE,  of  Belvidere,  was  born 
lH§>)  ^ie  fcowu  Bethlehem,  Albany  County, 
J|P“  N.  Y.,  on  the  12th  of  April,  1832.  The 
family  is  of  Dutch  descent.  The  grandparents 
of  out  subject,  Henry  and  Sarah  (Groosbeck) 
Winne,  spent  their  entire  lives  in  Albany  County 
as  farming  people.  The  father  of  our  subject, 
John  II.  Winne,  was  also  a  native  of  Albany 
County.  He  learned  the  trade  of  a  shoemaker 
and  followed  that  occupation  some  years.  In  1852, 
ho  left  his  home  in  the  East  and  emigrated  to 
Boone  County,  Ill.,  purchasing  land  in  the  town 
of  Spring,  where  he  engaged  in  farming  for  some 
years.  He  afterwards  moved  to  Butler  County, 
Iowa,  and  purchased  a  farm  upon  which  he  spent 
his  last  days.  He  married  Christina  Winne,  who, 
though  of  the  same  name,  was  no  relation.  She 
was  born  in  the  town  of  Bethlehem,  as  were  her 
father  and  grandfather,  Francis  and  Adam  Winne. 
Her  death  occurred  iu  Butler  County,  Iowa,  on 
the  home  farm  about  1877,  passing  away  eleven 
years  before  her  husband  was  called  to  his  final 
rest. 

We  now  take  up  the  personal  history  of  our 
subject,  who  spent  the  days  of  his  boyhood  and 
youth  under  the  parental  roof,  and  was  early  in¬ 
ured  to  the  labors  of  thjj  farm.  He  remained  at 
home  until  his  marriage  in  August,  1862,  wlien 
Miss  Keziah  Sager  became  his  wife.  She  was  born 
in  Greene  County,  N.  Y.,  July  5,  1832,  and  was  a 
daughter  of  Garrett  W.  and  Elizabeth  (Winne) 


(Brnnk)  Sager,  spent  their  entire  lives  in  Al¬ 
bany  Comity,  N.  Y.,  where  Garrett  W.  was  born 
and  roared.  In  the  town  of  Bethlehem  lie  married 
Miss  Winne,  also  a  native  of  that  county.  They 
removed  to  Athens,  Greene  County,  where  lie  pur¬ 
chased  a  farm  and  made  his  homo  until  1852, 
.when  he  came  with  his  family  to  Illinois,  locating 
in  the  town  of  Spring,  Boone  County.  Purchas¬ 
ing  a  farm,,  lie  made  his  home  thereon  for  some 
years,  and  on  selling  out  came  to  Belvidoro.  Ho 
spent  his  last  days  in  the  home  of  our  subject,  his 
death  occurring  in  June,  1876.  His  wifo  survived 
him  only  a  short  time,  passing  away  on  the  8th  of 
November,  1876, 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Winne  began  their  domestic  life 
upon  rented  land,  and  then  purchased  a  farm  in 
Belvidere  Township,  where  they  made  their  homo 
for  two  years.  They  then  came  to  the  city  of 
Belvidere,  where  they  have  since  resided.  They 
are  highly  respected  people  of  this  community  and 
well  deserve  representation  in  the  history  of  their 
adopted  county.  Socially,  Mr.  Winne  is  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  Belvidere  Lodge  No.  152,  A.  0.  TJ.-W,, 
and  iu  his  political  affiliations  is  a  Democrat. 

DOBERT  SWAIL,  who  is  extensively  en- 
,  ^  gaged  in  the  cultivation  of  small  fruits, 
&  \\\  making  a  specialty  Of  strawberries  and 
^§)  raspberries,  is  residing  on  a  pleasant  farm 
in  Flora  Township,  Boone  County.  He  was  born  at 
Longuouil  opposite  Montreal,  Canada,  November  1> 
1835.  His  father,  John  Swaii,  was  born  in  Cumber¬ 
land  County,  England,  and  the  grandfather,  Will¬ 
iam  Swaii,  came  from  Westmoreland  County,  Eng¬ 
land. 

The  great-grandfather  of  our  subject  also  bore 
the  name  of  William  and  like  his  son  was  born  in 
Westmoreland,  England,  whore  ho  was  reared  and 
married.  In  early  life,  he  went  to  the  West  Indies 
and  was  never  after  heard  from.  His  wife  was 
left  in  England  and  lived  to  be  over  One  hundred 
years  of  age.  The  grandfather  of  our  subject  was 
the  only  son  of  his  parents  and  was  reared  to  man¬ 
hood  in  Westmoreland.  He  was  married  to  Mary 


Her  grandparents,  William  and  Hannah  j  Borbeck,  a  daughter  of  very  wealthy  parents,  who 
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disowned  her  because  of  her  marriage  with  Mr. 
Swail.  The  couple  resided  in  Cumberland  Comity 
until  1839  and  then  with  their  three  sons  and  two 
daughters  emigrated  to  America  and  located  on  a 
farm  on  Mt.  Royal.  The  grandfather  was  very 
successful  in  all  his  undertakings  and  at  the  time 
Of  his  decease  was  in  good  circumstances.  The  five 
children  included  in  their  family  were  named  re¬ 
spectively:  Ann,  Sarah,  Rachel,  John  and  William. 

John  Swail,  the  father  of  our  subject,  when 
reaching  mature  years  commanded  a  ferry  boat 
plying  between  Montreal  and  Longueuil.  He  later, 
however,  located  on  a  farm  atMt.  Royal  and  spent 
the  remainder  of  his  days  there.  Ilis  wife  bore 
the  maiden  name  of  Esther  Hannah;  she  was  born 
in  County  Monaghan,  Ireland  and  spent  her  last 
days  on  the  home  farm  in  Canada,  j]  Robert  of  this 
'sketch  pursued  his  early  studied  in  the  public 
schools  at  Longueuil  and  later  was  a  student  in  the 
select  school  at  Montreal.  When  nineteen  years  of 
age,  ho  commenced  farming  on  his  father’s  estate 
and  continued  to  bo  so  employed  until  1860,  when 
he  came  to  Boone  County.  In  the  fall  of  that 
year,  lie  went  to  New  Orleans,  where  he  remained 
until  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  War.  His  sym¬ 
pathies  being  with  the  North,  Mr.  .Swail  returned 
to  Boone  County  and  located  on  the  farm  lie  now 
occupies  on  section  8,  Flora  Township. 

O  Robert  Swail  was  married,  November  27,  1861, 
to  Harriet  Feakins,  who  was  born  in  Cherry  Val¬ 
ley,  Otsego  County,  N.  Y.,  May  19,  1811.  Her  /la¬ 
ther,  William  Feakins,  was  born  in  London,  Eng¬ 
land  and  came  to  America  after  reaching  his  ma¬ 
jority.  He  was  married  in  Cherry  Valley,  N.  Y., 
where  ho  lived  until  1856  and  then,  cubing  to 
Boone  County,  located  in  Belvidcre  Township, 
said  was  engaged  in  farming  until  his  death,  lie 
had  married  Catherine  Allen,  a  native  of  Cherry 
Valley,  N.  Y.,  and  who  now  lives  in  Belvidere. 

A  family  of  eleven  children  have  been  granted 
Our  subject  and  his  wife,  namely:  Sarah,  Esther, 
Alice,  Charles,  William,  Mabel,  Frank,  Archibald, 
Bertha,  Ida  and  Hazel.  Mr.  Swail  is  liberal  in  his 
religious  views,  while  his  wife  and  three  daughters 
are  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
He  is  a  Democrat  in  polities  and  actively  interested 
in  all  township  affairs.  He  was  engaged  in  general 
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farming  for  about  twenty  years,  then  finding  that 
ho  could  realize  handsome  returns  fr&m  raising 
vegetables,  he  has  since  been  extensively  engaged 
in  that  branch  of  agriculture.  His  farm  is  pleas¬ 
antly  located  three  and  one-half  miles  from  Be.lvi- 
dere  and  is  improved  and  operated  in  a  manner 
which  indicates  the  enterprise  of  its  owner. 


JOHN  II.  LARSON  is  a  representative  and 
well-to-do  farmer  and  stock-raiser  of  Win¬ 
nebago  County,  residing  on  section  35> 
Guilford  Township.  That  farm  ha.>  been 
his  home  for  five  years  but  his  residence  in  this 
county  covers  a  period  of  almost  twenty.  Like 
many  of  his  fellow-townsmen,  he  is  of  Swedish 
birth,  He  was  born  in  the  province  of  Skona,  on 
the*  12th  of  April,  1856,  and  in  the  usual  manner 
of  farmer  lads  was  reared  to  manhood,  no  event  of 
special  importance  occurring  during  his  youth.  In 
company  with  his  brother,  Peter  Larson,  whose 
sketch  a  pears  elsewhere  in  this  work,  he  had 
formed  a  desire  to  seek  a  home  in  the  New  World 
ami  together  the  young  men  crossed  the  Atlantic 
to  America.  It  was  an  important  day  for  them 
when  they  had  thus  determined, for  they  have  here 
met  with  prosperity  and  found  pleasant  homes. 
They  are  active  and  energetic  people,  well  deserv¬ 
ing  the  success  which  has  crowned  their  efforts. 

As  a  companion  and  helpmate  on  life’s  journey 
Mr.  Larson  chose  Miss  Anna  G.  Oberg,  their  union 
being  celebrated  in  Rockford.  The  lady  was  born 
in  Sweden,  in  1863,  and  when  quite  young  came 
with  her  parents  to  the  United  States,  and  located 
in  Rockford.  A  sketch  of  her  father,  John  P. 
Oberg,  is  given  on  another  page  of  this  work. 
Mrs.  Larson  is  the  eldest  living  child  of  the  family. 
She  was  reared  in  Rockford,  acquired  her  educa¬ 
tion  in  the  city  schools  and  is  an  intelligent  and 
estimable  lady,  who  has  indeed  proved  a  true  help¬ 
mate  to  her  husband.  Their  union  has  been 
blessed  with  five  children,  four  of  whom  are  yet 
living:  George  H., Flora  0.,  Grace  M.  R,  and  John. 
Arthur  A,-  died  in  childhood. 

Mr.  Larson  began  work  in  this  country  as  a 
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miner  in  Marquette  County,  Mich.,  where  ho  was 
employed  for  eighteen  months.  At  the  expiration 
Of  that  time,  he  began  fanning  in  Flint  County, 
Mich.,  and  in  the  spring  of  1873  came  to  Rockford. 
Since  that  time,  he  has  been  a  resident  of  Winne¬ 
bago  County  and  has  made  farming  his  chief  oc¬ 
cupation  in  this  locality.  About  five  years  ago, 
he  purchased  his  present  farm  and  now  owns  and 
operates  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  valuable 
land,  which  pays  a  golden  tribute  to  the  care  and 
cultivation  lie  bestows  upon  it.  His  success  in  life 
has  all  been  due  to  his  own  efforts  and  his  posses¬ 
sions  are  as  a  monument  to  his  thrift  and  enter¬ 
prise.  In  connection  with  general  farming,  he 
engages  in  stock-raising  and  is  succeeding  admir¬ 
ably.  Mr.  Larson  is  recognized  as  a  public-spir¬ 
ited  and  progressive  citizen  and  manifests  a 
commendable  interest  in  all  that  pertains  to  the 
welfare  of  the  county  and  its  upbuilding.  In  pol¬ 
itics,  he  is  a  stalwart  Republican,  and  himself  and 
wife  are  members  of  the  First  Lutheran  Church. 

'  -H§****S8®§*€t=*= 

WjARREN  H.  GRAVES.  Since  settling  upon 
the  farm  on  section  16,  Rockton  Town¬ 
ship,  Winnebago  County,  Mr.  Graves  has 
devoted  himself  assiduously  to  its  cultivation,  with 
so  much  success  that  the  estate  is  now  one  of  the 
best  in  the  county.  At  the  time  of  its  purchase 
for  $2,100,  it  was  improved  by  a  small  house  and 
thatched  shed,  and  comprised  a  quarter  of  the  sec¬ 
tion,  but  the  residence  has  been  enlarged  until  it 
is  now  a  commodious  and  conveniently  arranged 
abode,  while  in  1883  a  barn  w-M  erected,  42x60 
feet  in  dimensions.  The  original  purchase  has 
been  added  to  until  now  the  farm  includes  two 
hundred  and  thirty-three  acres,  and  the  neat  ap¬ 
pearance  of  buildings  and  highly-cultivated  soil 
give  evidence  of  the  thrift  and  progressive  spirit 
of  the  owner. 

Mr.  Graves  was  born  in  Hoosick  Falls,  Rensse¬ 
laer  County,  N.  Y.,  October  29,  1839.  There  is  no 
definite  record  of  the  progenitors  of  this  family 
prior  to  David  Graves,  who  was  born  of  English 
parentage,  October  5,  1728,  and  passed  his  entire 
life  in  New  England.  His  grandson,  Timothy 


Graves,  engaged  as  a  tiller  ot  tho  soil  in  Connec¬ 
ticut,  where  his  son,  also  named  Timothy,  v/as 
born,  January  1,  1754.  The  latter  emigrated  from 
the  Nutmeg  State  to  New  York  in  an  early  day, 
and  settled  on  a  farm  in  Rensselaer  County,  whore 
his  son,  Timothy,  Jr.,  was  born  in  August,  1803. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  was  Frances,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  William  and  Jerusha  (Rich)  Thomas,  and 
was  born  November  15,  1810.  She  died  March  4, 
1849,  leaving  two  children,  our  subject  nnd  Fran¬ 
ces  E.,  the  widow  of  Charles  Platt,  and  a  resident 
of  Wichita,  Kan.  Afterward,  the  rather  of  our 
subject  was  a  second  time  married,  choosing  as  his 
wife  Miss  Marjfuret  A.,  daughter  of  Jacob  and 
Christine  Stover, of  Pittstown,  Rensselaer  County, 
N.  Y.  Mrs.  Margaret  A.  Graves  was  descended 
from  Gorman  ancestors  on  her  father’s  side,  and 
was  born  February  26, 1820.  She  became  the  wife 
of  Timothy  Graves,  Jr.,  November  6,  1851,  and 
unto  them  were  born  two  children;  Jacob  A,  and 
Hattie  A.,  the  former  a  farmer  residing  on  the  old 
homestead  and  the  latter  a  teacher  by  profession. 
Timothy  Graves^  Jr.,  died  May  31,  1881,  aged  sev¬ 
enty-eight  year**.  I-lis  widow  resides  on  tho  old 
homestead  at  Hoosick. 

After  gaining  a  good  education  in  the  academy, 
near  his  home,  our  subject  left  the  parental  roof 
to  respond  to  his  country’s  call  for  defenders  of 
the  old  flag,  and  enlisting  at  Hoosick  in  June,  1861, 
becamo  a  member  of  Company  II,  Thirtieth  Now 
York  Infantry.  In  the  first  engagement  of  tho  reg¬ 
iment,  which  was  at  the  second  Battle  of  Bull 
Run,  he  was  incapacitated  for  duty  for  three 
months  by  having  his  left  thumb  shot  off.  At  the 
close  of  tire  term  of  service,  he  was  honorably  dis¬ 
charged,  in  June,  1863,  and  returned  to  his  home 
in  the  Empire  State.  He  got  a  pension  of  $8  per 
month  from  the  Government. 

In  tho  fall  ol  1866,  Mr.  Graves  removed  to  Illi¬ 
nois,  and  for  a  time  was  employed  On  the  farm  of 
J.  P.  Farnsworth.  January  21,  1867,  he  was  mar¬ 
ried  to  Miss  Clara  A.  Farnsworth,  who  was  bqrn 
in  Eaton,  Province  of  Quebec,  September  27,1832. 
Her  father,  Samuel,  died  at  the  age  of  sixty-six 
years,  and  her  mother,  whose  maiden  name  was  Tab- 
itha  Barlow,  died  in  April,  1869,  at  the  age  of 
seventy-four,  leaving  eight  Children,  of  whom  Mrs* 
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G wives  is  tho  youngest.  lion.  John  F.  Farnsworth, 
of  Washington,  D.  C.,  a  cousin  of  Mrs.  Graves, 
was  a  General  in  the  late  war,  and  a  member  of 
Congress  from  St.  Charles,  Ill.,  for  ten  years.  Gen. 
E.  J.  Farnsworth,  her  second  cousin,  was  a  Briga¬ 
dier-General  in  the  Civil  'War,  and  was  mortally 
wounded  at  the  battle  of  Gettysburg. 

After  their  marriage^  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Graves  set¬ 
tled  on  the  farm  where  they  still  reside,  and  to  the 
improvement  df  which  they  have  devoted  their 
energies.  They  have  two  surviving  children,  and 
lost  two  in  infancy.  Walter  T.,  the  only  son,  re¬ 
ceived  a  good  education  at  tho  academy,  and  is  a 
young  man  of  sturdy  integrity  and  mutual  me¬ 
chanical  genius.  Nettie  C.  is  a  student  in  the 
Rockton  schools,  and  is  an  accomplished  young 
lady.  Politically,  Mr.  Graves  is  a  Republican. 
He  and  his  wife  attend  the  Congregational  Church, 
although  Mrs.  Graves  was  reared  in  tho  Episcopal 
faith,  In  addition  to  general  farming,  Mr.  Graves 
devoted  considerable  attention  to  stock-raising, 
and  is  successful  at  that  occupation.  He  usually 
keeps  fifteen  or  twenty  cows  on  the  place,  and  sells 
the  milk  to  the  cheese  factories.  lie  is  a  man  of 
honor  and  commendable  public  spirit,  and  his  posi¬ 
tion  is  among  the  most  progressive  farmers  of  the 
community. 

JAMES  KELLY.  To  have  tho  esteem  of  one’s 
fellowmon,  and  especially  of  those  who  know 
you  most  intimately,  is  a  worthy  ambition 
in  tho  breast  of  any  honorable  man.  We 
may  truly  say  that  Mr.  Kelly  has  attained  this  high 
place,  as  ho  has  held  tho  office  of  Assessor  of  Cale¬ 
donia  Township, Boone  County,  for  eighteen  years. 
He  is  well  spoken  of  by  all  who  know  him  and  has 
attained  a  broad  and  true  friendship  with  many. 
He  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  on  section  15, 
Caledonia  Township,  and  is  one  whose  ability,  en¬ 
ergy  and  enterprise  have  made  him  prominent  and 
prosperous. 

A  native  of  Scotland,  our  subject  was  born 
July  17,  .1825  in  Argyleshire,  while  his  father, 
John,  and  his  grandfather,  James  Kelly,  were  horn 
in  Argyleshire.  The  grandfather  of  our  subject 


was  a  fanner  and  spent  his  entire  life  in  his  native 
land,  as  also  did  his  wife,  who  bore  the  name  of 
Euphemia  McDonald.  John  Kelly  was  reared  to 
manhood  in  Scotland,  where  he  was  married  and 
followed  farming  until  1852,  when  he  emigrated  to 
the  New  World  and  located  in  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 
The  maiden  name  of  his  wife  was  Mary  Kelly,  also 
a  native  of  the  same  shire  as  was  her  husband,  and 
the  daughter  of  Donald  and  Barbara  Kelly.  She  sur¬ 
vived  her  husband  many  years  and  departed  this 
life  at  the  home  of  her  son,  Duncan  S.,  in  Caledonia 
Township,  this  county. 

.  Our  subject  was  the  fourth  in  order  of  birth  of 
a  large  family  of  children,  his  brothers  and  sis¬ 
ters  being  Barbara,  Agnes,  Mary,  John,  Jennette, 
Charles,  Jaue,  Duncan  and  Marion.  1-Ie  remained 
in  his  native  land  until  1850,  when  in  June  of  that 
year  lie  set  sail  from  Glasgow  on  the  vessel  “Sarah” 
and  landed  in  New  York  after  a  voyage  of  five 
weeks  and  six  days.  He  went  immediately  to  Ohio 
and,  locating  itf  Washington  County,  commenced 
working  out  on  farms  by  the  month.  Being  eco¬ 
nomical,  he  saved  his  money  and  purchased  two 
hundred  acres  in  Bel  pro  Township,  which  he  oper¬ 
ated  until  1869,  and  then  selling  out  came  to  this 
township,  and  engaged  in  farming  on  his  own  land 
until  1886,  since  which  time  lie  has  resided  on  his 
estate  one-half  mile  east  of  the  village.  He  is  retired 
from  active  work  of  any  kind  on  the  farm  and 
gives  his  attention  to  his  official,  duties. 

In  1857,  Mr.  Kelly  and  Miss  Elizabeth  Brown 
were  united  in  marriage.  The  lady,  who  was  born 
in  Kintyre,  Scotland,  was  the  daughter  of  John 
and  Ellen  Brown,  and  died  January  17,  1858. 
November  28,  1860,  our  subject  and  Miss  Ellen  J., 
daughter  of  Joseph  Potter, were  united  in  marriage. 
The  lady  was  born  in  Belpre  Township,  Washing¬ 
ton  County,  Ohio,  while  her  father  was  born  in 
New  England.  Mr.  Potter  was  a  blacksmith  but 
after  coming  to  Stark  County,  Ill.,  engaged  in  farm¬ 
ing  until  his  decease.  The  maiden  name  of  his 
wife  was  Sarah  Cunningham;  she  died  March  6, 
1884. 

By  our  subject’s  union  with  Miss  Potter  four 
children  were  born:  Elizabeth,  Charles,  Mary  and 
Ella  L.  The  eldest  is  the  wife  of  Clement  Clark, 
and  has  one  daughter  named  Eva  Ella.  The  family 
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of  our  subject  are  all  members  of  the  Willow  Creek 
-Presbytarian  Church.  In  politics,  lie  is  a  Republican 
Vnd  is  well  fitted  to  occupy  the  prominent  positions 
of  which  he  has  been  the  incumbent. 


SENECA  ASHTON.  It  is  no  doubt  owing 
in  a  great  measure  to  Mr.  Ashton’s  Quak|r 
ancestors  that  he  is  indebted  for  his  gifcts 
of  frugality,  industry,  and  uprightness,  as 
well  as  many  other  estimable  qualities,  which  have 
gathered  around  him  much  that  makes  life  enjoy¬ 
able.  He  was  born  inLivingston  County,  N.T.,  Jan¬ 
uary  29, 1880,  and  is  one  of  eight  children,  all  but 
one  now  living,  born  to  the  marriage  of  Sidney  Ash¬ 
ton,  Sr.,  and  MissEliza  Downs.  The  father  was  born 
in  the  Keystone  State  and  there  resided  for  many 
years,  but  subsequently  moved  to  the  Empire  State 
and  from  there  to  Illinois,  where  his  death  occurred 
when  eighty-eight  years  of  age.  He  came  of  old 
Quaker  stock  and  was  a  man  of  quiet,  dignified 
habits,  and  one  who  held  the  esteem  of  all.  His 
wife  was  born  in  Vermont  and  moved  with  her 
husband  to  New  York,  where  her  death  occurred 
when  but  fifty-six  years  of  age.  She  was  also 
highly  respected. 

Of  the  children  born  to  this  worthy  couple  nearly 
all  selected  agricultural  pursuits  as  their  occupation 
in  life.  Seneca  Ashton  is  no  exception  to  this  rule 
and  is  well  posted  on  all  matters  relating  to  tilling 
the  soil.  He  remained  under  the  parental  roof 
until  he  had  reached  mature  years,  and  on/oiie  6th 
of  February,  1852,  he  was  wedded  to  Miss  Elizabeth 
Miller,  who  was  born  in  Livingston  County,  N. 
Y.,  June  11th,  1831.  Her  parents,  Barkley  and 
Catherine  (Smith)  filler,  were  natives  of  the  Jer¬ 
sey  State,  but  after  marriage  moved  to  New  York 
State,  where  they  passed  the  closing  scenes  of  their 
lives,  the  father  dying  at  the  age  of  sixty-seven 
and  the  mother  when  eighty-three  years  of  age. 
They  were  the  parents  of  ten  children,  all  of  whom 
grew  to  mature  years,  and  most  of  whom  became 
tillers  of  the  soil.  Mrs.  Ashton’s  Grandfather  and 
Grandmother  Smith  were  natives  of  New  Jersey, 
and  there  died  when  extremely  old  people. 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ashton’s  happy  union  was  biased 
by  the  birth  of  one  child',  a  son,  kike  M.,  whose 
birth  occurred  in  Livingston  County,  N.  I  ..  Jan¬ 
uary  15,  1854.  The  latter  was  reared  in  his  ymtive 
State,  received  his  education  there,  and  in, 'Boone 
County  was  married  to  Miss  Augusta  P.  Allen, 
daughter  of  A.  II.  Allen  (see  sketch).  To  this  union 
has  been  born  a  son,  Ray  L.,  who  was  but  an  infant 
when  his  mother  died.  Ray  Ashfo?  w/*  born  in 
Boone  County,  Ill.,  on  the  18th  O'/  January, 
1884,  and  is  a  bright,  intelligent  lad. 

After  his  marriage,  Mr.  Ashton  remained  in  New 
York  State  until  1875,  when  ho  sold  out  and  came  to  ’ 
Illinois.  He  bought  his  present  farm  of  one  hundred 
acres  with  improvements,  and  on  this  he  has  made 
his  home  up  to  the  present  time.  lie  is  ambitious 
and  enterprising  and  has  accumulated  sufllcientto 
render  his  future  years  comfortnblo  and  free  from 
all  worry  or  care.  In  politics, Mr.  Ashton  and  son 
affiliates  with  the  Democratic  party,  and  his  first 
Presidential  vote  was  cast  for  James  Buchanan.  Mr. 
Aslxton  had  two  uncles  in  the  War  of  1812,  and 
both  drew  pensions  until  their  deaths. 

ORSON  TRUMAN,  one  of  the  prominent  con¬ 
tractors  and  builders  of  Rockford,  was  born 
in  tlve  town  of  Wort,  Allegany  Comity,  N. 
Y.,  June  21,  1840,  and  is  the  son  of  John  Truman, 
who  also  hailed  from  the  Empire  State.  The  lat¬ 
ter-named  gentleman  was  a  blacksmith  by  trade, 
and  later  was  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  edged 
tools.  After  his  marriage,  he  settled  in  Wirt,  Al¬ 
legany  County,  where  lie  prosecuted  his  trade  un¬ 
til  1845,  then  accompanied  by  his  wife  and  seven  . 
children,  he  started  for  the  Territory  of  Wisconsin. 

On  making  his  home  in  the  Badger  State,  the 
father  of  our  subject  purchased  a  tract  of  lan^in 
Lima  Township,  Rock  County,  for  which  ho  paid 
$8.33  per  acre.  Twenty  broken  acres  and  a  log 
house  constituted  the  only  improvements  of  the 
opla ec,  the  rest  of  the  land,  excepting  a  small  marsh, 
being  timber.  The  family  took  up  their  abode  in 
the  rude  cabin,  and  the  father  at  once  set  about 
the  improvement  of  his  property.  The  country 
round  about  was  very  sparsely  settled,  and  as  the 
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greater  portion  of  the  land  was  still  owned  by  the 
Government,  Mr.  Truman  entered  a  large  tract  ad¬ 
joining  his  farm.  He  erected  a  blacksmith  shop, 
and,  in  addition  to  s  u  per  in  tending  th  e  operations 
of  the  farm,  worked  at  his  trade  uf/til  1852,  when, 
the  railroad  being  completed,  the  station  was  placed 
on  his  farm,  and  he  appointed  its  agent.  The 
place  was  named  Lima,  and  there  Mr.  Truman  re¬ 
sided  until  lvis  decease. 

Our  subject’s  mother  was  known  in  her  maiden¬ 
hood  as  Maria  Holcomb;  she  was  also  a  native  of 
Now  York.  Orson,  of  this  sketch,  was  a  lad  of  five 
yearti  when  his  parents  removed  to  Wisconsin, 
whore  he  was  reared  and  educated,  lie  aided  his 
father  in  developing  the  home  farm  and  in  the 
shop,  and  on  tlio  death  of  the  father  succeeded 
hub .\as  station  agent,  in  which  position  he  con¬ 
tinued  until  1864. 

In  August  of  the  above-named  year,  our  subject 
enlisted  in  Company  G,  Thirty-eighth  Wisconsin 
Infantry.  Joining  his  regiment  before  Petersburg, 
lie  served  in  the  First  Brigade,  First  Division, 
Ninth  Corps  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  with 
whioh  he  remained  until  the  close  of  the  war.  Then 
marching  to  Washington,  D.  0.,  he  participated  in 
the  Grand  Review,  and  was  honorably  discharged 
at  Camp  Randall,  Madison,  Wis.  Mr.  Truman  at 
once  returned  to  Lima,  and  for  one  year  was  en¬ 
gaged  in  the  produce  business.  At  the  end  of 
that  time  he  went  to  Muskegon,  Mich.,  where  he  re¬ 
mained  only  a  few  months,  however.  Again  mak¬ 
ing  his  home  in  Lima,  our  subject  commenced  work 
at  the  trade  of  a  carpenter,  at  which  he  was  en¬ 
gaged  until  March,  1869,  when  he  went  to  Iowa  and 
lived  until  the  fall  of  that  year,  thence  coming  to 
Rockford,  and  continuing  as  a  journeyman  in  that 
city  until  1878.  Mr.  Truman  then  formed  a  partner¬ 
ship  with  L.  II.  Child;  they  continued  as  carpenters 
and  builders  together  for  three  years,  since  which 
time  our  subject  has  carried  on  the  business  suc¬ 
cessfully  alone,  and  has  been  instrumental  in  erect¬ 
ing  some  of  the  finest  residences  and  business  blocks 
in  Rockford. 

Miss  Adeline  D.,  daughter  of  M.  A.  and  Lydia 
Child,  was  married  to  our  subject,  February  14, 
1862.  To  them  have  been  born  six  children,  two 
of  whom  are  deceased;  those  living  are  Eflie  M., 
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Willis  C.,  Mina  E.  and  Harry  O.  A  Republican  in 
politics,  our  subject  cast  his  first  vote  for  Abraham 
Lincoln.  Socially,  he  is  a  member  of  Forest  City 
Lodge  No.  12,  A.  O.  U.  W. 

D'-'*^^|ELSi'P.  NELSON,  who  is  engaged  in  gen- 
fj  era!  farming  on  section  2,  New  Milford 
3  Township,  Winnebago  County,  claims 
Sweden  as  the  land  of  his  birth.  He  was  born 
January  25,  1851,  and  is  a  son  of  Nels  and  Ida 
(Johnson)  Parsons,  who  were  farming  people. 
Tliey  lost  three  sons  in  childhood.  The  children 
who  grew  to  mature  years  were  Peter,  Anna,  Ida, 
Carrie,  .John  and  Andrew. 

Our  subject  acquired  a  good  education  in  his 
native  land,  and  was  reared  in  the  usual  manner 
of  farmer  lads.  1-Ie  left  home  at  the  age  of  fifteen 
years,  and  begfin  to  make  his  own  way  in  the 
world.  On  attaining  his  majority,  he  bade  good¬ 
bye  to  his  native  land,  and  in  October,  1872, 
crossed  the  broad  Atlantic,  landing  in  New  York) 
whence  he  came  at  once  to  Rockford.  In 
this  county  he  worked  by  the  month  on  a  farm 
for  Charles  Shirlejr,  and  for  five  years  was  em¬ 
ployed  in  that  capacity  for  different  farmers  of 
the  neighborhood.  He  was  then  employed  for  two 
years  by  Allen  Needham.  Becoming  acquainted 
with  Miss  Mary,  the  daughter  of  his  employer, 
their  acquaintance  ripened  into  love,  and  in  Feb¬ 
ruary,  1878,  they  were  united  in  marriage.  Her 
parents,  Allen  and  Eunice  (Lombard)  Needham, 
were  natives  of  Massachusetts,  whence  the3r  re¬ 
moved  to  Cleveland,  Ohio,  where  the)'  resided 
for  about  five  years,  when  in  1856  they  came  to 
Rockford. 

The  young  couple  began  their  domestic  life 
upon  a  rented  farm  in  Boone  Gounty,  where  they 
resided  for  two  years,  after  which  Mr.  Nelson  op¬ 
erated  a  part  of  his  father-in-law’s  farm.  In  1881, 
he  made  his  first  purchase  of  land,  becoming  the 
owner  of  eighty  acres  in  New  Milford  Township,  a 
part  of  his  present  farm.  Two  years  later,  ho  bought 
an  additional  eighty  acres,  paying  *8,000  for  the 
quarter  section.  Since  that  time,  he  has  devoted 
his  entire  energies  to  its  cultivation  and  impi'ove- 
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meiit.  He  is  engaged  in  general  farming,  but  sells 
nothing  except  rye,  feeding  his  crops  to  his  cattle, 
hogs  and  horses.  He  keeps  on  hand  from  fifteen 
to  eighteen  cows,  and  soils  the  milk  to  Rockfpi'd 
dealers.  He  is  an  industrious  and  enterprising 
man,  sagacious  and  economical,  and  by  his  own 
efforts  has  worked  bis  way  upward  to  a  position 
among  the  substantial  farmers  of  the  community. 

Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Nelson  have  been  born  six 
children,  three  sons  and  three  daughters:  Prances, 
boru  December  18,  1878;  Anna,  January  6, 1881; 
Eunice  M.,  March  11,  1884,;  Roy,  April  19,  1886; 
Wilbur,  April  20,  1888;  and  Dwight,  September 
11,1891.  The  daughters  are  all  in  school,  and 
are  quite  proficient  in  their  studies,  and  Prances 
is  studying  music.  Mr.  Nelson  is  a  friend  to  edu¬ 
cation,  and  to  all  that  can  benefit  and  upbuild  the 
community.  In  politics,  he  is  independent,  hold¬ 
ing  himself  free  to  support  whoever  he  pleases,  re¬ 
gardless  of  party  affiliations,  and  at  the  last  elec- 


lle  romovod  from  Middletown,  Conn.,  to  Green¬ 
field,  Mass.,  and  after  making  his  home  thore 
twelve  yonrs,  became  a  resident  of  Deerfield,  thai 
State,  where  his  decease  occurred  when  in  his 
seventy-fourth  year. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  born  in  1791  and 
was  three  years  of  age  when  his  parents  romovod 
to  the  Bay  State.  He  was  reared  to  the  occupation 
of  a  miller  by  his  father  and  later  learned  the 
trade  of  a  dyer  and  dothes-pressor.  In  1855,  ho 
came  to  Illinois,  and  in  Lnona  Township,  this 
county,  settled  on  a  farm,  where  his  decease  occurred 
when  seventy-nine  years  of  age;  his  good  wife, 
who  bore  him  four  children,  was  seventy-seven 
yearn  of  age  when  called  hence. 

Tho  brother  and  sisters  of  our  subject  were 
Oliver,  Eliza  A.  and  Eunice.  Eliza  A.  makes  her 
home  in  Chicago,  where  she  is  an  artist  and 
also  a  literary  character.  She  became  a  Cath¬ 
olic  when  quite  young  and  is  ,  recognized  ns  a 


tion  whs  the  only  man  in  New  Milford  Township  noted  writer  in  works  published  by  that  body, 
to  vote  for  the  Labor  candidate.  His  life  has  been  Eunice  A.  became  tho  wife  of  G.  W.  W.  Wellington 
well  and  worthily  spent  in  the  faithful  discharge  and  makes  her  home  in  Chicago  with  her  sister, 
of  the  duties  devolving  Upon  him,  and  he  is  Oliver  died  when  fifteen  years  of  age.  Caleb  A. 
highly  esteemed  for  his  sterling  worth.  Starr  of  this  sketch  was  reared  to  farm  pursuits  and 

received  his  primary  education  in  the  district 
— v  j  schools,  which  was  supplemented  by  an  attendance 

- . "A  at  an  academy.  For  live  years  he  was  engaged  as 

V,  a  sailor,  at  one  time  goiug  to  Calcutta. 

©ALEB  ALLEN  STARR.  This  gentleman  On  leaving  the  sea,  Mr.  Starr  engaged  in  farming 
needs  little  introduction  to  the  people  of  in  the  Bay  State,  and  in  1848  was  married  to 

Winnebago  County  as  ho  has  been  a  resi-  Susan  G.  Childs,  the  daughter  of  Sam ud  and  Electa 

dent  of  the  county  since  April,  1855.  He  is  uni-  (Gates)  Childs,  and  a  native  of  Deerfield,  Mass, 

versally  popular  in  both  social  and  business  cities  In  1855,  our  subject  came  West  and  in  partnership 
in  Durand  where  he  is  the  owner  of  a  well-equipped  with  his  father  purchased  a  farm,  of  one  hundred 
drugstore  and  is  possessed  of  the  energy  and  acres  in  Laona  Township,  Winnebago  County, 

enterprise  which  seldom  fail  to  win.  He  was  which  he  operated  for  twenty-two  years.  Ho  then 

born  in  Deerfield,  Franklin  County,  Mass.,  March  came  to  Durand,  and  engaging  in  tho  drug  business, 
3, 1822,  and  is  a  son  of  Oliver  and  Lavina  (Allen)  has  since  represented  that  trade  in  this  State. 
Starr,  natives  respectively  of  Middletown,  Conn.,  William  W.  Starr,  the  eldest  son  of  our  subject, 

and  Deerfield,  Mass.  was  born  in  Deer  field,  Mass.,  January  9,  1851.  Kb 

In  1632,  Dr.  Comfort  Starr  came  from  England,  was  four  years  of  age  when  broUghteto  the  Prairie 

and,  settling  in  Boston,  founded  the  Starr  family  State  by  his  parents,  and  passed  his  tftvly  life  iu 
in  the  United  States.  The  grandfather  of  our  Laona  Township,  this  county,  whore  he  attended 

subject,  William  Starr,  was  a  soldier  in  the  Revo-  the  common  schools.  In  1870,  he  went  to  Chicago 

lutionary  War  and  in  early  life  was  a  ship  carpen-  and  took  drawing  lessons  under  the  instruction  Of 

ter  and  later  followed  the  occupation  of  a  miller,  his  aunt,  Eliza  A.  Starr,  Two  years  later,  he  wont 
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to  Boston  and  attended  the  Lowell  Institute  of 
Art,  where  he  remained  for  about  six  ybars.  He 
then  accompanied  Ins  aunt  on  a  tour  through 
Europe,  spending  about  one  year  in  Rome,  studying 
the  old  masters. 

Returning  to  the  United  States,  William  W.  Starr 
became  a  crayon  artist  in  Grand  Rapids,  Mich., 
which  business  he  followed  for  two  years.  In  1880, 
ho  went  back  to  Chicago,  where  he  also  prosecuted 
that  branch  of  his  art,  very  soon,,  however,  resum¬ 
ing  modeling,  whioh  study  he  began  in  Boston  and 
pursued  in  Rome.  In  1889,  he  came  to  Durand, 
since  which  time  ho  lias  given  his  whole  attention 
to  his  work  ns  a  sculptor.  Ho  has  made  a  bust  of 
Henry  M.  Wilmarth,  of  Chicago;  a  bust  of  Dr.  N. 
S.  Davis,  of  that  city,  and  reliefs  of  Dr.  Braynard 
and  wife,  who  also  make  their  home  in  the  Garden 
City. 

Mary  H.  Starr,  the  second  child  of  our  subject, 
is  Mrs.  Charles  M.  Blaisdell,  of  Chicopee,  Mass. 
She  is  also  a  portrait  artist,  and  in  pursuit  of  her 
study  has  traveled  over  the  continent  of  Europe, 
spending  two  years  in  Paris.  The  second  daugh  ter, 
Ellen  G.,  is  one  of  the  founders  of  the  Hull  House, 
a  well-known  benevolent  institution  in  Chicago. 
She  has  also  visited  Europe.  The  youngest  child 
of  our  subject,  Albert  C.,  is  engaged  in  the  cotton- 
broking  business  with  his  brother-in-law  in  Chicopee, 
Mass,  lie  was  a  member  Of  the  first  clasa  that 
passed  the  examination  under  the  new  pharmacy 
law  at  Chicago. 

Our  suby-.it  in  early  life  a  Whig,  now  casts  his 
vote  in  favor  of  the  Republican  candidates. 


Vf|  QIIN  SCIIAD,  who  carries  on  agricultural 
I  pursuits  in  Cherry  Valley  Township,  Win- 
_  I!  uebago  County,  was  born  on  the  6th  of 
(f|P  January,  1822,  in  Bavaria,  Germany,  and  is 
a  son  of  Frederick  and  Catherina  (Koch)  Sehad. 
Tho  family  numbered  eight  children,  five  sons  and 
three  daughters.  The  father  died  March  6,  1841, 
at  the  age  of  forty-six  years,  and  the  mother  was 
called  to  her  final  rest  in  December,  1850.  Mr. 
Sehad,  our  subject,  was  a  conscript  soldier  in  the 
German  army  for  fourteen  years.  He  entered  tho 


service  at.  f'fl  ago  of  twenty-two,  and  was  suc¬ 
ceeded  by  bis  s  ju  Max.  His  pay  was  ten  cents  per 
day  while  a  private,  btf t  he  was  promoted  to  the 
rank  of  First  Sergeant,  and  received  thirty  cents. 
A  photograph  of  him  taken  at  the  age  of  thirty- 
three  shows  him  to  be  a  very  young-looking'  man. 
His  military  coat  bears  all  the  badges  of  his  pro¬ 
motion  from  the  rank  of  Corporal.to  Sergeant.  He 
never  participated  in  war,  as  his  service  was  dur¬ 
ing  a  period  of  peace. 

In  March,  1858,  Mr.  Sclmd  was  united  in  mar¬ 
riage  with  Paulina  Schmidt,  of  Augsburg,  daughter 
of  Powell  and  Johanna  (Klein)  Schmidt.  They 
were  married  on  his  leaving  the  army,  and  at  once 
sailed  for  America  from  Hamburg  on  the  1st  Of 
May  of  that  year.  Their  voyage  was  a  tempestu¬ 
ous  one.  One  storm  lasted  from  Sunday  night  to 
the  following  Friday  noon,  and  they  were  driven 
back  three  hundred  miles.  After  forty-two  days 
spent  upon  the  briny  deep,  they  arrived  at  New 
York  City  on  tbs  14th  of  June,  and  a  week  later 
started  for  Rockford,  where  we  find  them  ou  the 
28th  of  the  same  month.  They  commenced  keep¬ 
ing  house  on  the  Cherry  Valley  road,  now  Charles 
Street,  of  Roekfor  \  near  Second  Avenue,  and  dur¬ 
ing  that  year  Mr.  Sehad  bought  a  lot  ou  Third 
Avenue.  He  built  them  a  snug  little  Lome  on 
ti-,at  lot,  which  is  now  occupied  by  fine  brick  Hats, 
and  there  they  resided  until  March,  1863,  when 
they  removed  to  a  farm  of  eighty  acres  in  New 
Milford  Township,  Mr.  Sehad  operating  the  same 
for  five  years  upon  shares.  Having  in  the  mean¬ 
time  accumulated  some  capital,  lie  then  purchased 
eighty  acres  of  land  in  Ogle  County,  which  he  oper¬ 
ated  for  eleven  years,  when  he  traded  it  for  his  pres¬ 
ent  home  on  sections  4  and  5,  Cherry  Valley  Town¬ 
ship,  a  farm  of  one  hundred  and  forty  acres,  highly 
improved  and  cultivated.  He  carries  on  general 
fanning,  and  is  quite  successful.  His  wife  is  con¬ 
sidered  one  of  the  finest  butter-makers  in  the 
county.  They  do  not  have  a  large  dairy,  but 
keep  on  hand  about  six  cows,  and  have  made  as 
high  as  twelve  hundred  pounds  of  butter  per  year. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sehad  have  seven  children,  but 
Paulina,  a  young  lady  of  eighteen  years,  is  now 
the  only  one  at  home.  One  son,  William,  resides 
in  Rockford.  They  also  lost  one  son,  Frank,  who 
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died  at  the  age  of  two  years.  The  parents  are 
members  of  the  German  Lutheran  Church.  Mr. 
Schad  is  independent  in  politics,  voting  for  the 
man  whom  he  thinks  best  qualified  for  the  office,  j 
regardless  of  party  affiliations.  He  is  an  intelli¬ 
gent  and  well-informed  man,  a  valued  citizen,  trad 
has  the  high  regard  of  those  with  whom  he  has 
been  brought  in.  con  tact. 


found  in  the  county,  not  the  least  among  which  is 
his  comfortable  residence.  His  wife  wont  West  in 
an  early  day,  and  took  up  a  quarter-section  of 
land  in  Ford  County,  Kan*  Her  son  and  daugh¬ 
ter  also  entered  land,  upon  which  they  resided  one 
year.  The  children  born  to  our  subject  by  his 
first  marriage  were  educated  in  the  Lawrence 
(Kan.)  University. 

Mr.  Brooks  has  traveled  extensively,  and  has 
visited  almost  every  country  on  the  globe.  With 
j  his  wife,  he  is  a  member  of  the  Baptist  Church,  in 


Vjj?  OfiN  BROOKS,  Who  is  engaged,  in  mixed 
HI  farming  in  Spring  Townsh ip, Boone  County, 

||  -was  born  in  Somersetshire,  England,  April 
($&)>  5,  1821.  His  parents,  James  and  Ann 
(Cole)  Brooks,  were  also  natives  of  that  shire, 
where  they  died  at-  the  respective  ages  of  eighty- 
five  and  seventy  years.  The  parental  family  in¬ 
cluded  eight  children,  two  Of  whom  are3till  living 
in  England. 

Our  subject  was  married  in  ills  native  country, 
January  28,  1857,  to  Eliza  Price,  who  died  m  this 
county,  June  8,  1876,  after  having  become  the 
mother  of  four  children,  two  of  whom  are  living: 
Robert  P,  is  married,  and  the  father  of  two  chil¬ 
dren;  the  daughter,  Minnie  J.,  is  married  and  also 
has  two  children.  Mr.  Brooks  took  for  his  second 
wife  Mrs.  M.  Hathaway,  their  marriage  being  cele¬ 
brated  November  29,  1877;  she  died  in  1887  in 
her  sixtieth  year. 

The  present  wife  of  our  subject  was  formerly  Mrs, 
Lueena  11.  Sprague,  a  sister  of  Thomas  Farley,  in 
whose  sketch  the  family  history  will  be  found.  Mrs. 
Brooks’  first  marriage  occurred  in. November,  1874, 
with  Mr.  Austin  G.  Sprague,  who  was  born  in 
Ohio.  His  decease  occurred  in  1868,  while  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  Company  D,  Twenty-fourth  Iowa  Infantry. 
By  that  marriage  she  became  the  mother  of  four 
children,  namely:  Charles  A..,  Ella  D.,  Lotta L.  and 
James  A. 

After  leaving  England,  our  subject  spent  three 
years  in  Australia,  and  in  the  spring  of  1857 
came  to  America  and  almost  directly  to  Spring 
Township,  this  county,  where  he  purchased  eighty 
acres  of  land.  His  estate  now  Includes  two  hun¬ 
dred  finely  improved  acres,  upon  which  he  has 
erected  some  of  the  finest  farm  buildings  to  be 


which  denomination  ho  has  been  .Deacon  for  a  num¬ 
ber  of  years.  In  politics,  he  is  a  believer  in  and 
supports  the  principles  of  tho  Republican  party, 
but  aside  from  casting  his  vote  during  elections, 
is  not  interested  in  politics.  While  residing  in 
Australia,  he  worked  in  the  gold  mines,  and  specu¬ 
lated  in  fruits.  He  has  also  visited  South  America 
and  made  a  fourteen  thousand  mile  trip  on  ft  slow 
sailing-vessel. 

Mr.  Brooks  is  what  may  be  termed  a  self-made 
man,  as  his  present  handsome  property  is  the  result 
of  his  early  years  of  persistent  industry  and  wise 
investments.  Aside  from  carrying  on  his  farm,  lie 
owns  stock  in  a  creamery.  His  present  beautiful 
residence  was  erected  m  1880,  and  is  finished  in  a 
manner  which  indicates  its  inmates  to  be  people  of 
means  and  culture. 


SAMUEL  JONES,  deceased,  is  a  native  of  St 
Lawrence  County,  N.  Y.,  his  birth  occur¬ 
ring  April  18,  1821.  lie  was  a  ,?on  of 
John  and  Nancy  Jones,  the  former  of 
whom  came  from  England  to  the  United  Sun  tea 
when  ouv  subject  was  an  infant  of  two  yetfrs.  Set¬ 
tling  at  once  in  Canada,  he  resided  there  uutil  emi¬ 
grating  to  the  States  a  tout  1847,  at  which  time  he 
made  his  home  in  Rockford,  whore  his  demit  oc¬ 
curred  January  11, 1892* 

The  mother  of  our  subject,  whose  maiden  name 
was  Nancy  Eldridge,  was  a  native  of  Rhode  Island, 
and  also  departed  this  life  while  residing  in  Rock¬ 
ford.  Samuel  remained  at  homo  until  twonty- 
sevep  years  of  age,  when,  being  a  fine  workman,  he 
was  engaged  in  building  railroad  bridges.  In  1841, 
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he  entered  a  tract  of  laird  containing  one  hundred 
and  sixty  acres,  which  he  brought  to  a  good  state 
of  cultivation  and,  made  a  permanent  location 
upon  in  1853. 

The  lady  to  whom  our  subject  was  married,  June 
46,  1853,  was  Miss  Adelia  Campbell,  and  her  birth 
Occurred  March  81,  1827.  She  was  the  daughter 
of  David  and  Sarah  Campbell,  natives  of  Franklin 
County,  Yt.,  who,  in  1836,  took  the  trip  to  Indiana, 
accompanied  by  his  wife  and  eleven  children. 
There  Mr.  Cafhpbell  lived  until  1887,  when  he 
became  a  resident  of  Guilford  Township,  this 
county.  He  had  purchased  a  squatter’s  claim  of 
three  hundred  acres,  upon  which  he  erected  a  log 
cabin,  and  there  the  family  resided  for  the  follow¬ 
ing  six  or  seven  years,  and  there  the  mother  died. 
The  father  of  Mrs.  Jones  followed  the  occupation 
of  a  fanner,  and  was  thus  enabled  to  reap  a  hand¬ 
some  income.  He  died  previous  to  his  wife. 

Of  the  ten  children  born  to  our  subject  and  his 
wife,  seven  are  living:  Viola- B.,  Mrs.  R.  H.  Hench, 
has  foy:‘  children;  Ahnina  J.,  who  is  married  to 
William.  Johns,  has  two  children;  George  S.,  who 
is  married,  is  the  father  of  four  children;  Frank  C. 
is  the  next  in  order  of  birth;  Della  R.,  Mrs.  Fred 
D.  Toaohout,  has  two  children;  William  A.  and 
Mary,  are  at  home.  Mrs.  Jones  still  resides  on  the 
old  homestead  which  is  operated  by  her  son,  Will¬ 
iam  A.  Two  of  her  brothers  fought  in  the  Union 
Army,  one  of  whom,  John,  died  at  St.  Louis. 
Hiram,  now  deceased.  Our  subject  was  a  firm  ad¬ 
herent  of  the  Republican  party,  in  politics,  and  in 
church  matters  was  a.  devoted  member  of  the  Con¬ 
gregational  Church. 


JJ^AM'KS  HINKLEY,  deceased,  was  %  many 
I  years  a  prominent  resident  of  Rockford. 

1  !e  was  born  in  Posey  County,  Ind,,  Novem- 
l  her  19,  1829,  and  was  descended  from  an 
old  and  prominent  New  Finland  family,  to  which 
ex-Gov.  Binkley  of  Massachusetts  belonged.  Otis 
Hinkley,  the  father  of  om  subject,  was  a  na¬ 
tive  of  Cape  Cod,  Mass.,  and  when  a  young  man 
emigrated  Westward,  settling  in  Indiana,  where 


he  married  Eliza  Henderson,  a  southern  lady.  She 
died  in  Posey  County  in  middle  life,  and  Mr.  Hink- 
ley  afterward  married  an  English  lady,  who  sur¬ 
vived  him  some  years.  She  was  an  intelligent 
woman  of  marked  character,  and  was  held  in 
high  esteem  by  all.  The  father  of  our  subject  died 
in  Posey  County,  Ind.,  when  well  advanced  in  life. 
In  politics,  he  was  a  Democrat  and  a  strong  oppo¬ 
nent  of  slavery. 

James  Hinkley,  of  this  sketch,  spent  his  boyhood 
days  upon  his  father’s  farm,  and  before  he  had 
attained  his  majority,  fitted  out  an  ox-team  and 
crossed  the  plains  to  California  in  1849.  After 
six  months  of  travel,  he  arrived  at  his  destination 
and  spent  three  years  in  the  mines,  returning  by 
way  of  the  Isthmus  with  considerable  experience 
but  not  much  gold.  He  then  gave  Ills  attention 
to  agricultural  pursuits  and  on  the  9th  of  Novem¬ 
ber,  1856,  was  married  in  Posey  County,  near  his 
old  home,  to  Miss  Harriet  Andrews,  who  was  born 
in  that  county,  October  8,  1882,  and  is  a  daughter 
of  Anson  and  Elizabeth  (Butler)  Andrews,  natives 
of  Connecticut  and  Massachusetts,  respectively. 
Their  wedding,  however,  was  celebrated  in  Posey 
County,  whitlier  they  had  removed  when  young. 
Mr.  Andrews  there  purchased  Government  land 
from  which  he  developed  a  farm,  making  it  his 
home  throughout  the  remainder  of  his  life.  He 
passed  away  at  the  age  of  seventy  years.  In  poli¬ 
tics,  he  was  a  Whig  and  later  an  Abolitionist.  His 
wife  afterward  came  to  Rockford  and  died  at  the 
home  of  her  son,  John  Andrews,  when  past  the  age 
of  three-score  years. 

Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hinkley  were  born  six  chil¬ 
dren,  but  two  are  now  deceased:  George,  who  died 
in  childhood,  and  Ella,  a  graduate  of  the  High 
School  of  this  city,  who  died  at  the  age  of  eighteen. 
Anson,  who  wedded  Allie  W.  Meech,  of  Rockford, 
is  now  engaged  in  fruit  growing  in  Washington 
County,  HI.;  Arthur,  who  married  Harriet  Hinkley, 
is  operating  the  canning  factory  of  this  city;  H. 
Otis  is  a  successful  florist  of  Rockford,  and  Ralph 
W.  is  a  stenographer  and  type- writer  of  this 
city. 

Mr.  and  Mi’s.  Hinkley  began  their  domestic  life 
upon  a  farm  in  Indiana,  where  they  resided  for  two 
years,  when  they  came  to  Illinois.  After  two  years 
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spent  in  Washington  County,  near  Dubois,  they 
came  to  Rockford  and  purchased  property  in  the 
city  limits.  Mr.  Hinkley  engaged  in  fruit  grow¬ 
ing  until  he  became  connected  with  the  firm  of 
Upson  &■  Skinner  in  the  canning  business.  He  was 
afterward  in  partnership  with  his  brother-in-law, 
John  Andrews,  and  subsequently  became  sole  pro¬ 
prietor.  He  put  up  goods  of  a7  superior  order  and 
in  this  business  met  with  splendid  success.  Mr, 
Hinkley  was  a  straightforward,  upright  man  and 
■was  recognized  as  one  of  the  valued  citizens  of 
Rockford.  His  integrity  was  above  question  and 
he  had  the  respect  of  all  who  knew  him.  He  died 
while  on  a  visit  to  his  son  Anson,  in  Washington 
County,  January  8,  1891,  at  the  age  of  sixty- two 
years.  His  wife  is  still  living  at  the  old  home. 
She  is  a  most  estimable  lady  and  has  many 
friends  throughout  this  community. 


J"~  AMES  PORTER.  This  gentleman,  though 
born  across  the  ocean,  was  one  of  the  early 
pioneer's  of  Winnebago  County,  liaving  been 

_ '  a  resident  here,  for  half  a  century.  He  lms 

given  the  best  efforts  of  his  life  to  agricultural 
pursuits,  and  as  a  reward  for  his  industry  has  a 
splendid  farm  of  two  hundred  and  forty  acres  on 
section  6.  He  has  won  his  way  to  his  present  hon¬ 
orable  station  in  life  without  the  aid  of  wealth  or 
influential  friends,  and  is  consequently  a  self-made 
man. 

Our  subject  was  bora  in  Banffshire,  Scotland, 
April  24,  1817,  and  is  a  son  of  James  and  Jane 
(Gregor)  Porter,  natives  also  of  Scotland.  The 
father  departed  this  life  in  his  native  land  in  1844, 
soon  after  which  our  subject  emigrated  to  Amer¬ 
ica  with  liis  mother;  she  died  at  his  home  two  years 
later.  Our  subject  was  one  of  two  children  born 
to  his  parents;  his  sister  Isabella  became  the  wife 
of  Alexander  Milne,  and  makes  her  home  in  Bur- 
ritt  Township,  this  county. 

James  Porter  was  reared  and  educated  in  his  na¬ 
tive  shire.  Having  heard  glowing  accounts  of  the 
New  World,  he  decided  to  emigrate  hither,  and  set 
sail  April  15,  1843,  on  the  steamer  “Anna  Mary.” 
After  a  tedious  voyage  of  five  weeks  and  bue  day, 


ha  landed  on  American  shores,  and  came  directly 
to  Illinois  via  the  St.  Lawrence  River  and  Lake  On¬ 
tario  to  Rochester,  thence  by  way  of  the  Lakes  to 
Chicago,  whore  he  procured  a  team  which  conveyed 
him  to  Wiiinobago  County.  At  that  time  this  sec¬ 
tion  was  sparsely  settled,  the  greater  portion  of 
the  land  being  still  owned  by  the  Government. 
Deer  and  other  wild  game  were  plentiful,  and  al¬ 
though  the  markets  were  far  distant,  the  early  set¬ 
tlers  did  not  suffer  for  fresh  moats. 

Our  subject  made  a  claim  to  a  tract  of  Govern¬ 
ment  land,  which  is  now  included  in  his  present 
farm.  There  he  erected  a  log  house  and  com¬ 
menced  to  work  at  clearing  and  improving  his 
4arm.  There  being  no  railroads  in  this  vicinity 
for  years,  he  hauled  the  products  of  his  farm  to 
market  to  Chicago  with  a  team.  The  old  log  cabin 
has  since  given  way  to  a  beautiful  stone  residence, 
and  also  a  stone  barn,  which  add  greatly  to  the 
attractiveness  of  the  estate.  His  farm  is  beauti¬ 
fully  located  just  five  miles  from  Rockford,  and 
bears  all  the  improvements  which  stamp  it  to  be  in 
possession  of  a  man  of  progressive  ideas,  and  means 
to  carry  them  out. 

Barbara  Kirton  became  the  wife  of  our  subject 
in  1848.  She  was  bom  in  Aberdeenshire,  Scot¬ 
land,  and  by  her  union  with  our  subject  has  be¬ 
come  the  mother  of  two  children,  James  and  Mar¬ 
garet.  In  their  church  relations,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Porter  arc  active  and  influential  members  of  the 
First  Presbyterian  Church.  Our  subject  has  been 
very  successful  in  his  farm  work,  and  seeured  a 
competence  as  a  product  of  personal  Industry  and 
good  judgment  put  forth  in  a  Hold  wisely  selected. 


OBERT  G REN LUND,  a  practical  and  en- 
Ikn  terprising  farmer  and  atock-raisor,  who 
tli  W.  owns  and  operates  sixty  acres  of  well-im- 
\^)  proved  land  on  section  27,  Guilford  Town¬ 
ship,  Winnebago  County,  was  born  in  Wester 
Gothland,  Sweden,  February  26, 1849.  His  parents 
never  left  their  native  land.  His  father,  Peter 
Anderson,  there  followed  the  occupation  of  farm¬ 
ing  until  his  death,  which  occurred  at  the  ago  of 
sixty-nine  years,  having  survived  his  wife  some 
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time.  She  boro  the  maiden  name  of  Sarah  Eysrill 
and  died  at  the  age  of  fifty-two.  With  the  Lu¬ 
theran  Church  that  worthy  couple  held  member¬ 
ship.  In  the  family  were  two  daughters  and 
two  sons:  Sophia,  wife  of  John  Lind,  a  farmer  of 
Pceatonica;  Carrie,  wife  of  13.  Medine,  a  resident  of 
Moline,  Ill.;  and  John,  now  deceased. 

In  the  usual  manner  of  farmer  lads  our  subject 
spent  his  childhood  days  under  the  parental  roof, 
and  when  a  young  man  of  nineteen  years  he  bade 
good-bye  to  home  and  friends  and  crossed  the  At¬ 
lantic  to  America.  This  was  in  the  fall  of  1868. 
lie  sailed  from  Gottenburg  to  Hull,  England, 
thence  to  Liverpool,  and  crossing  the  briny  deep 
landed  at  New  York  City.  He  came  on  at  once  to 
Illinois,  locating  in  Winnebago  County,  joining 
his  blather  John,  who  had  previously  located  here. 
For  some  time,  he  made  his  home  in  Rockford  and 
did  work  as  a  farm  hand  through  the  county.  lie 
afterward  worked  in  the  furniture  factories  of  that 
city  and  after  sixteen  years,  in  1886,  purchased  his 
present  farm  with  the  capital  he  had  saved  from  his 
earnings.  In  connection  with  the  cultivation  of 
Ins  own  land,  ho  also  operates  other  lands  adjoin¬ 
ing  his  farm.  His  land  is  under  a  high  state  of 
cultivation  and  well  improved  with  good  buildings 
such  as  arc  necessary  for  the  care  of  his  stock  and 
grain,  and  which  are  found  upon  a  model  farm. 

Mrs.  Grenlund  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Au¬ 
gusta  Bodine.  She  was  a  native  of  Sweden  and 
was  reared  in  the  same  locality  as  her  husband. 
With  her  parents  and  other  members  of  the  fam¬ 
ily  she  came  to  the  United  States  in  1869,  lo¬ 
cating  upon  a  farm.  E.  P.  and  Katie  Bodine,  her 
father  aud  mother,  spent  their  last  days  in  Rock¬ 
ford,  the  former  dying  at  the  ago  of  fifty-five 
years  and  the  mother  in  her  seventieth  year.  They 
were  upright,  honorable  people,  highly  respected 
by  nil  and  were  members  of  the  Lutheran  Church. 
The  wife  of  our  subject  is  the  only  member  of  the 
family  now  living.  Her  only  sister,  Anna,  became 
the  wife  of  John  Grenlund  and  died  in  1886.  The 
union  of  our  subject  and  his  wife  has  been  blessed 
with  fom  children;  August  E.,  who  aids  his  father 
in  the  work  of  the  farm;  Godfrod  L.,  who  is  clerk¬ 
ing  for  the  Union  Drug  Company  of  Rockford;  and 
Emily  S.  and  Joseph,  who  are  at  home.  The  parents 
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are  both  members  of  the  First  Lutheran  Church  of 
Rockford,  and  in  politics,  Mr.  Grenlund  is  a 
Republican.  He  has  served  as  School  Director  for 
his  district,  and  is  a  man  well  and  favorably 
known  in  the  community  where  he  resides. 


U ILHAM  SLATER,  who  is  engaged  in  gen¬ 
eral  merchandising  in  Cherry  Valley,  was 
^  born  in  England,  in  1824,  aud  is  a  son  of 
John  and  Mary  (Nixon)  Slater.  His  father  was  a 
manufacturer  of  brick.  Our  subject  went  to  sea  at 
the  age  of  fourteen  years  on  a  merchantman  and 
sailed  from  London  to  various  ports  in  Russia, 
Australia  and  the  East  and  West  Indies.  He  made 
three  voyages  to  the  United  States,  two  to  Quebec, 
and  one  to  St.  John,  New  Brunswick.  After  four¬ 
teen  years  spent  upon  the  high  seas,  he  sailed  from 
his  native  land  at  the  age  of  twenty-seven  to  New 
York,  accompanied  by  bis  wife  and  one  son. 

Mr.  Slater  was  married  in  1850  to  Sarah  Proctor, 
daughter  of  Henry  Proctor.  They  had  an  event¬ 
ful  voyage  aud  arrived  in  Rockford  on  May  15, 
1853.  They  had  no  definite  destination,  but  as  the 
railroad  terminated  there  they  stopped  at  that 
place  and  began  housekeeping  at  once.  In  that 
city,  they  resided  for  five  years,  during  which  time 
Mr.  Slater  was  in  the  employ  of  the  old  Galena 
Railroad  as  watchman.  In  the  spring  of  1858,  he 
came  to  Cherry  Valley  in  the  employ  of  the  rail¬ 
road  company  as  bridge  tender  and  built  a  small 
house  on  railroad  lands.  After  ten  years  he 
Opened  a  saloon,  which  he  carried  on  for  four 
years,  when  he  quit  that  business  and  converted 
the  buildings  which  he  had  erected  in  1870  into  a 
grocery  store.  A  partnership  was  then  formed 
with  his  eldest  son  and  for  twenty-two  years  this 
has  been  the  leading  grocery  house  of  Cherry  Val¬ 
ley.  In  1880,  they  added  a  stock  of  dry-goods, 
boots  and  shoes,  hats,  caps  and  clothing.  Their 
stock  is  valued  at  $10,000  and  their  annuaL  sales 
amount  to  at  least  $30,000. 

In  1860,  Mr.  Slater  was  called  upon  to  mourn 
the  loss  of  his  wife,  who  died  in  the  spring  of  that 
year,  leaving  two  children:  William  J.,  who  mar- 
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ried  Phene  Hale,  daughter  of  Squire  Hale,  one  of 
the  pioneers  of  Cherry  Volley,  who  died  many  years 
ago.  He  is  his  father's  partner  in  business  and  is 
an  enterprising  man.  The  other  son,  Henry  E, 
has  for  the  past  five  years  resided  in  the  "West  and 
is  now  in  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah.  One  daughter  died 
in  infancy  in  Rockford. 


Mr,  Slater  was  again  married,  his  second  union 
being'  with  Emma  Proctor,  his  first  wife's  sister. 
They  had  seven  children  but  have  lost  one  son, 
Arthur,  who  died  at  the  age  of  seven  years.  The 
living  are  .Fred,  Charles;  Sarah,  wife  of  Dan 
Packard,  of  Cherry  Valley;  Amelia,  Jessie,  wife  of 
Mart  Fuller,  of  Englewood,  Ill.;  and  Emma  com¬ 
pletes  the  family.  The  children  have  all  received 
good  educational  advantages  and  the  family  is  one 
Widely  and  favorably  known  in  this  community, 
its  members  being  held  in  high  esteem.  In  poli¬ 
ties,  Mr,  Slater  has  been  a  life-long  Republican  and 
his  eldest  son  has  for  nine  years  been  the  Town 
Treasurer  of  the  school  fund. 


'I*  OSEPH  S'  DAVIS  was  numbered  among  the 
I  honored  pioneers  of  the  county.  He  was 
(«JJJ  engaged  in  farming  on  section  11,  Guilford 
W  Township,  where  he  owned  and  operated 
eighty  acres  of  valuable  land.  It  was  once  a  tim- 
be  ed  tract,  but  through  the  industry  of  the  owner 
it  has  been  transformed  into  a  rich  and  fertile  farm 
now  under  a  high  state  of  cultivation,  supplied 
with  a  good  set  of  farm  buildings  and  highly  im¬ 
proved. 


Our  subject  was  born  near  London,  Canada 
and  was  the  sixth  child  of  Tlmddeus  and  Cath¬ 
erine  (Kirkland)  Davis,  whose  sketch  appears  else¬ 
where  m  this  work.  Joseph  was  a  lad  of  but 
twelve  years  when  he  came  with  his  parents  to  Illi¬ 
nois.  He  remembers  well  many  incidents  of  the 
long  and  Udious  journey  made  across  the  country 
With  teams.  The  family  arrived  in  Rockford, 
July  6, 1839.  At  that  time,  the  greater  part  of 
the  land  was  still  owned  by  the  Government,  dem¬ 
and  other  wild  game  were  very  plentiful,  and  the 
work  of  civilization  seemed  scarcely  begun.  With 
the  family,  Mr.  Davis  shared  in  the  experiences 


and  hardships  of  frontier  life.  He  resided  with  his 
father,  assisting  him  on  tho  farm  until  1m  attained 
his  majority,  when  he  began  earning  his  own  live¬ 
lihood,  working  by  tho  month  as  a  farm  land.  For 
four  years,  he  devoted  his  energies  to  that  occupa¬ 
tion  and  then  began  learning  the  carpenter’s  trade, 
which  he  followed  for  three  years.  Subsequently, 
ho  purchased  eighty  acres  of  land  on  section  11, 
Guilford  Township,  and  began  farming  on  his  own 
account.  In  1863,  he  purchased  the  farm  on  which 
he  now  resides  and,  as  before  stated,  has  made  U 
very  valuable.  He  is  a  successful  agriculturist,  a 
man  of  good  business  ability  and  his  success  Is  the 
just  reward  of  his  own  efforts. 

Mr,  Davis  was  married,  Juno  1,  1870,  to  Mrs. 
Almira  Manning,  daughter  of  Heman  Campbell,  fl 
native  of  Vermont,  and  a  son  of  David  Campbell, 
who  emigrated  from  the  Green  Mountain  State  to 
Illinois  in  1886,  and  became  one  of  tho  first  set¬ 
tlers  of  Guilford  Township.  He  secured  a  tract  of 
Government  land  on  section  24,  amt  began  tho 
development  of  the  farm,  on  which  he  made  his 
home  until  his  death.  He  married  Sarah  Jones  and 
!  also  8Psnb  ,ier  tost  days  on  the  old  homestead. 

I.  ho  father  of  Mrs.  Campbell  was  reared  in  Ver- 
mont  and  there  made  his  horns  until  1886,  when 
lie  removed  to  Indiana.  A  year  later,  lie  came  to 
Illinois  and  purchased  a  claim  in  Durand  Town¬ 
ship,  Winnebago  County,  the  improvements  on 
which  consisted  of  a  log  cabin.  That  house  was 
the  birthplace  of  Mrs,  Davis.  After  living  there 
for  a  short  time,  Mr.  Campbell  traded  that  farm  for 
a  tract  of  timber  and  prairie  land  in  the  same 
township,  from  which  he  developed  a  fine  farm. 
He  also  erected  good  buildings,  made  many  other 
improvements,  and  there  resided  until  his  death  on 
the  24th  of  August,  1884. 

Almira  Campbell  flrsltiecamo  the  wife  of  Charles 
.Manning,  who  was  bora  near  London,  in  the  Pro¬ 
vince  of  Ontario,  Canada,  and  was  a  son  of  Joseph 
J.  and  Catherine  (Swart)  Manning.  He  came  to 
Winnebago  County  with  his  parents,  and  for  a  time 
was  engaged  in  the  mercantile  business  at  Cherry 
Valley.  At  the  time  of  hia  death  in  1864,  he  was 
clerking  in  Belvidere.  Mr.  and  Mrs,  Manning  had 
two  children:  Lee, who  died  at  the  ago  of  fourteen 
years;  and  Mary,  who  is  now  the  wife  of  Alfred 
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Purdy]  and  the  mother  of  two  children:  Belie  and 
Bertha.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Davis  have  one  son  living, 
Elmo.  Their  first-born,  Earl,  died  at  the  age  of 
eighteen  years. 

In  his  political  affiliations,  Mr.  Davis  was  a  Re¬ 
publican  and  had  served  as  -Township  Collector 


owner.  In  connection  with  general  farming,  Mr, 
Stevens  is  engaged  in  dairying,  keeping  from 
twelve  to  fifteen  cows  for  this  purpose,  sending 
the  cream  to  a  neighboring  shipper.  He  possesses 
considerable  mechanical  genius,  and  owns  a  port¬ 
able  engine,  which  he  runs  himself  on  his  own 


and  School  Director.  Me  had  alWys  taken  an 
interest  in  educational  affairs,  and  was  a  public- 
spirited  and  progressive  citizen,  who  gave  his  sup¬ 
port  to  every  thing  pertaining  to  the  welfare  of 
the  community.  He  had  the  confidence  and  high 
regard  of  all  with  whom  he  had  come  in  contact 
and  was  one  of  the  prominent  early  settlers  of  the 
county.  Mr.  Davis  departed  this  life  May  20, 
1892. 


/jZS^EORGE  STEVENS,  one  of  the  well-to-do 
(if  farmers,  and  a  progressive  citizen  of  New 
Milford  Township,  Winnebago  County,  re¬ 
siding  On  section  81,  is  a  native  of  Boston,  Mass. 


farm  in  shelling  corn,  grinding  feed, sawing  wood, 
etc.,  and  sometimes  furnishes  power  for  his  neigh¬ 
bors  in  manufacturing. 

The  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stevens  has  been 
blessed  with  three  children,  and  the  family  circle 
yet  remains  unbroken,  Harry  was  born  November 
18,  1881;  Clara  B.,  February  21,  1885;  and  Alma, 
January  21,  1891.  The  parents  are  both  members 
of  the  Wesleyan  Methodist  Church.  In  politics, 
Mr.  Stevens  v/as  a  Rep ubl ican  until  his  views  on 
the  temperance  question  led  him  to  join  the  ranks 
of  the  Prohibition  party.  He  has  ever  been  a 
stanch  temperance  worker,  and  is  recognized  as  one 
of  the  best  temperance  singers  in  this  locality,  his 
inspiring  songs  along  that  line  doing  much  for  the 
work.  Viewed  from  a  financial  standpoint,  also, 


He  was  born  on  the  18th  of  March,  1856,  and  at 
the  age  of  four  years  was  brought  by  his  parents 
to  Illinois,  the  family  settling  near  his  present 
home.  In  the  usual  manner  of  farmer  lads,  he  was 
reared  to  manbbod,  and  has  followed  agricultural 
pursuits  almost  continuously  since.  At  the  age  of 
twenty-two  years,  lie  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Miss  Abbio  Rothwell,  daughter  of  William  and 
Nancy  (Bartleman)  Rothwell,  who  was  born  June 
81,  1859,  and  was  reared  in  this  neighborhood. 
Her  father  was  born  in  Kishwaukec,  February  19, 
1888,  and  was  one  of  the  first  native  settlers  of 
this  locality^  his  parents  came  from  Massachusetts 
to  Winnebago  County  about  a  year  prior  to  his 
birth. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  .Stevens  began  their  domestic  life 
upon  the  farm  of  sixty  acres  which  is  yet  their 
home,  although  it  now  comprises  one  hundred  and 
ninety,  four  acres  of  valuable  land.  Many  excel¬ 
lent  improvements  have  also  been  there  made  and 
a  comfortable  residence,  good  barns  and  other  Out¬ 
buildings  have  been  erected,  including  a  milk 
house,  iec-house,  etc.  While  these  add  to  the  value 
and  convenience  of  the  place,  they  also  stand  as 
monuments  to  the  thrift  and  enterprise  of  the 


his  life  lias  been  a  decided  success.  He  started 
with  very  limited  means,  but  by  perseverance,  in¬ 
dustry  and  economy,  and  the  assistance  of  his  es¬ 
timable  wife,  whom  he  recognizes  as  an  efficient 
helpmate,  ho  has  obtained  a  handsome  competence, 
his  farm  alone  being  worth  at  least  $15,000.  In 
addition  to  this,  for  the  past  two  years,  he  has 
dealt  successfully  in  farm  machinery.  The  farm  on 
which  he  resides  is  owned  by  himself  and  his  father. 


ISAAC  M.  McCOY,  a  retired  fanner  living  in 
Belvidere,  was  born  in  Washington  County, 
Ind.,  on  the  23d  of  July,  1816.  His  father, 
Janies  McCoy,  was  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  and 
a  son  of  William  McCoy.  When  a  young  man  he 
went  to  Kentucky,  where  he  met  and  married 
Nancy  Lane,  a  native  of  that  State.  Subsequently, 
he  removed  to  the  Territory  of  Indiana,  becoming 
a  pioneer  of  Washington  County,  where  he  se¬ 
cured  a  tract  of  Government  land,  and  erected  the 
log  cabin  in  which  our  subject  was  born.  Clearing 
and  improving  a  farm,  lie  made  it  his  home  until 
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1832,  About  1816,  he  was  ordained  a  minister  of 
the  Baptist  Church,  and  preached  in  different 
parts  of  Washington  and  Jackson  Counties.  In 
October,  1832,  he  Rented  his  farm,  and  removed  to 
Salem,  where  ho  engaged  in  teaching  during  the 
week,  and  on  Sunday  attended  to  his  ministerial 
labors.  His  death  occurred  in  July,  1S33,  of 
cholera,  and  his  wife  and  one  son  died  the  Same 
month.  In  the  family  were  twelve  children. 

Isaac  M.  McCoy  was  a  young  man  of  seventeen 
years  when  his  parents  died.  He  resided  with  his 
brother  in  Marion  County  until  December,  1835, 
when  he  started  on  foot  for  Illinois,  walking  to 
De  Kalb  County.  This  part  of  the  State  was  then 
in  almost  its  primitive  condition,  the  work  of  up¬ 
building  and  progress  having  hardly  been  begun. 
He  found  a  family  living  in  a  log  cabin  near  the 
dividing  line  between  De  Kalb  and  Boone  Coun¬ 
ties,  with  whom  he  made  arrangements  to  board 
at  $2.50  per  week.  He  made  a  claim  adjoining 
that  upon  which  his  landlord  was  living,  and  in 
the  winter  engaged  in  splitting  rails  at  $1  per 
hundred.  The  next  summer  lie  built  a  log  house 
upon  his  land,  and  began  the  improvement  of  a 
farm. 

On  the  28th  of  November,  1838,  Mr.  McCoy 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Cynthia  Ann  Pen- 
well,  a  native  of  Indiana,  and  a  daughter  of  Reu¬ 
ben  Penwell,  with  whom  she  came  to  Illinois  iu 
June,  1836.  The  young  couple  began  their  do¬ 
mestic  life  in  the  cabin  home  before  mentioned, 
living  in  true  frontier  style.  Their  home  was 
blessed  with  a  family  of  seven  children:  James 
Vincent,  Sarah,  Esther,  Mary,  Amanda,  Carrie  E. 
and  Fred.  All  are  still  living,  with  the  exception 
of  the  eldest,  who  was  born^P  1840,  and  died  in 
°  1886. 

Mr.  McCoy  continued  his  farming  operations, 
and  ere  many  years  had  passed,  had  transformed 
the  wild  land  into  rich  and  fertile  fields.  When 
the  land  came  into  market  in  1839,  he  entered 
eighty  acres,  and  by  purchase  afterwards  extended 
the  boundaries  of  bis  farm  until  it  now  comprises 
two  hundred  and  thirty-three  acres,  the  greater 
part  of  whioh  is  under  a  high  state  of  cultivation, 
and  well  improved.  He  made  it  his  home  until 
1863,  when  he  came  to  Belvidere,  where  he  resided 


for  some  time.  He  afterwards  again  spent  a  period 
of  seven  years  upon  his  farm,  but  is  now  living 
retired  in  Belvidere.  In  1888,  ho  was  called  upon 
to  mourn  the  loss  of  his  wife,  who  died  iu  the 
month  of  June.  They  were  both  members  of  the 
Christian  Church  in  De  Kalb  County,  but  after 
coming  t£  Belvidere,  joinod  the  Baptist  Church, 
Mr.  McCoy  is  an  honored  pioneer  of  this  region, 
and  of  its  growth  he  has  been  an  eye-witness  from 
almost  the  beginning.  Ilis  life  has  been  well  and 
worthily  spent,  and  ho  has  thereby  won  the  high 
regard  of  his  many  friends  and  acquaintances. 

J~"  OIIN  FLEMING.  This  gentleman,  though 
born  across  the  ocean,  was  one  of  the  early 
pioneers  of  Winnebago  County,  having 
been  a  resident  here  for  thirty-live  years 
lie  makes  his  home  at  the  present  time  on  ono 
hundred  and  sixty  acres,  located  on  section  3, 
Owen  Township,  which  ho  cultivates  in  a  most 
thorough  and  profitable  manner.  Mr,  Fleming  was 
born  in  Argyleshire,  Scotland,  in  January,  1828, 
and  is  a  son  of  Neil  and  Marian  Fleming,  both  na¬ 
tives  of  that  country,  and  who,  in  coming  to  Amer¬ 
ica  in  1855,  located  in  Canada.  After  a  residence 
there  of  two  years,  they  came  to  Boone  County, 
III.,  and  lived  for  a  short  time  in  Caledonia, 
whence  they  removed  to  Iloscoo,nnd  later  to  Owen 
Township,  this  county,  where  they  died. 

The  parental  family  of  our  subject  included 
nine  children:  James,  Alexander,  Flora,  John, 
Donald, Mary,  Marion, Neil  and  Robert.  James,  the 
eldest,  son,  was  married  in  Scotland,  and,  on  com¬ 
ing  to  America  with  his  family,  died  in  Argyle,  this 
county;  Alexander,  who  made  his  home  with  our 
subject  and  a  sister,  died  a,  single  man;  Flora  mar¬ 
ried  Alexander  McDoniga//,  and  departed  this  life 
in  Owen  Township;  Donnild  passed  away  in  Xlock- 
ford,  where  he  resided  for  many  years;  Mary  mar* 
ried  James Rybum,  and  at  the  present  time  resided 
in  Rockwell,  Cerro  Gordo  County,  Iowa;  Marion 
makes  her  home  witli  our  subject;  Neil  died  when 
j  a  young  man,  in  Winnebago  County;'  and  Robert 
lives  in  Pleasant  Valley-  Township,  Cerro  Gordo 
I  County,  Iowa, 
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John  ,..PIoining  of  this  sketch  was  given  a  good 
education  in  his  native  shire,  and  accompanied  his 
parents,  in  1855,  qn  their  removal  to  America,  set¬ 
ting  sail  from  Glasgow  in  June,  on  the  sailing-ves¬ 
sel  “Chieftain.”  The  party  landed  at  Quebec,  and 
Our  subject  immediately  found  employment  in  a 
harvest  field,  twenty  miles  north  of  Toronto.  He 
was  later  employed  by  the  month  on  a  farm,  and 
Q  1857  came  to  Illinois,  the  following  year  loca¬ 
ting  in  Winnebago1  County.  In  1864,  our  subject 
purchased  the  farm  which  he  now  owns  and  occu¬ 
pies,  on  which  he  lias  placed  good  and  substantial 
improvements.  He  has  never  married,  and  his  sis¬ 
ter  Marion  keeps  house  for  him.  They  are  botli 
members  of  the  Willow  Creek  Presbyterian  Chiirch, 
and  are  held  in  high  esteem  by  all  who  know 
them.  /;> 

HARLES  C.  COONS.  Nothing  gives  the 
patriotic  biographer  more  pleasure  than  to 
tell  the  story  of  the  life  of  one  of  our 
“brave  boys  in  blue,”  who  sacrificed  all  that  he 
held  dearest  upon  the  altar  of  our  country.  The 
gentleman  whose  name  appears  at  the  head  of  this 
paragraph  is  one  whose  record  as  a  soldier  is  of 
interest  to  every  one  who  opens  the  covers  of  this 
Record, 

Mr.  Coons  is  one  of  the  prominent  business  men 
Of  Rock  ton,  where  he  is  engaged  in  a  prosperous’ 
lumber  and ‘coal  business  in  company  with  the 
Keeler  Lumber  Company.  He  is  a  native  of  this 
State,  having  been  born  June  9,  1848,  in  Rock¬ 
ford,  He  is  a  son  of  Thomas  M.  Coons,  who  was 
born  in  1814,  near  Culpeper,  Va.,  where  he  was 
reared  to  agricultural  pursuits  and  resided  until 
his  removal  to  Indiana.  After  a  stay  of  a  short 
time  in  the  Hoosier  State,  the  elder  Mr.  Coons 
came  to  Illinois  at  a  very  early  day. 

The  maiden  name  of  our  subject’s  mother  was 
Rebecca  Reed.  She  was  bom  in  Winnebago,  this 
county,  and  departed  this  life  leaving  two  sons 
and  one  daughter,  tho  brother  and  sister  of  our 
Subject:  William  M.,  who  died  at  Rockton  in 
187%  and  Clara  C.,  now  Mrs.  A.  R.  Hart,  of  Clin¬ 
ton,  Iowa.  Soon  after  the  death  of  his  mother, 
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our  subject  was  taken  to  the  home  of  an  aunt  in 
Will  County,  and  when  eight  or  nine  years  of  age 
was  brought  to  Rockton  by  his  father,  where  he 
lias  since  resided.  In  early  life,  he  worked  on  a 
farm,  and  in  1861,  when  nineteen  years  of  age, 
enlisted  in  Company  G,  Forty-fourth  Illinois  In¬ 
fantry,  under  Col.  Knoblesdorf  and  Capt.  L.  M, 
Sabin. 

Our  subject  enlisted  as  a  private  for  three  years 
and  was  sent  with  his  regiment  to  St.  Louis,  Mo., 
in  which  State  Ms  first  engagement  took  place  at 
Springfield.  The  next  battle  of  his  regiment  was 
fought  at  Pea  Ridge,  Ark. ;  then  followed  tias  battle 
of  Corinth,  Miss.,  the  next  conflict  of  note  being 
at  Perry  ville,  Ky.,  October  8, 1862,  in  which  the 
regiment  lost  heavily.  At  Murfreesboro,  Tenn., 
Mr.  Coons  was  taken  prisoner  with  two  hundred 
others  and  confined  for  three  months  in  Libby 
Prison.  His  confinement  in  prison  was  the  hardest 
experience  of  the  Avar, and  when  he  was  exchanged 
found  lie  had  lost  eighty-eight  pounds  of  flesh 
during  that  three  months.  He  joined  his  regi¬ 
ment  in  time  to  participate  in  the  battle  of  Chick- 
amauga,  in  lvliick  conflict  be  was  seriously  wounded 
in  the  left  thigh  and  hip  joint.  He  was  taken 
to  Cumberland  Hospital,  at  Nashville,  Tenn., 
where  he  remained  One  year  less  a  few  days. 
During  that  time,  he  was  a  great  sufferer  from 
rheumatism,  and  the  following  fall,  his  term  of 
service  having  expired,  he  was  discharged,  but  in 
February,  1865,  re-enlisted  in  Company  A,  One 
Hundred  and  Fifty-third  Illinois  Infantry,  and  in 
September  of  that  year  was  discharged,  at  the  close 
of  the  war.  ■  f] 

Returning  home  to  Rockton,  Mr.  Coons  oper¬ 
ated  his  father’s  farm  for  the  following  two  years, 
and  June  18,  1867,  avos  married  to  Miss  Rebecca 
Hunt,  who  Avas  born  in  England  in  1845.  She 
Avas  the  daughter  of  Robert  and  Jane  Hunt,  who, 
on  emigrating  to  this  country,  located  in  Con¬ 
necticut,  and  later  came  to  Illinois,  when  Mrs. 
Coons  was  ten  years  of  age.  Our  subject  and  his 
Avifo  have  ever  since  their  marriage  made  their 
home  on  this  place,  with  the  exception  of  tAvo  years 
spent  on  a  farm  in  Minnesota.  They  have  become 
the  paren ts of  the folloAving children:  Winnie, who 
died  Avhen  tAvo  ycais  of  age,  in  1872;  Mabel,  Cecil 
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and  Orville.  Cecil,  who  is  now  residing  in  Clinton, 
Iowa,  was  graduated  from  tbe  Rockfcon  High  School 
in  1890,  with  the  honors  of  his  class.  This  bright 
and  promising  young  man  has  displayed  a  rare  taste 
for  drawing  and  portrait  painting,  having  pro¬ 
duced  some  fine  pictures  without  any  instruction 
whatever. 

In  their  religious  faith,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Coons  are 
members  of  the  Methodist  Church.  Our  subject, 
who  is  a  Republican  in  politics,  has  been  for  the 
past  twelve  years  a  comrade  of  Nevius  Post  No. 
1,  G.  A.  R,,  of  Rockford. 


AMUEL  MORSE.  That  a  lifetime  spent 
in  pursuing  one  occupation  will  in  the  end 
result  in  substantial  success,  where  energy 
and  perseverance  are  applied,  cannot  for  a  moment 
lop  doubted,  and  such  is  found  to  be  the  case  with 
Mr.  Morse,  who  from  boyhood  has  given  attention 
to  agricultural  pursuits.  This  adherence  to  his 
chosen  calling,  coupled  with  strict  integrity,  hon¬ 
esty  of  purpose,  and  liberality  in  directions,  have 
placed  Mr.  Morse  among  the  honored  and  much 
esteemed  citizens  of  the  county. 

A  native  of  New  York,  he  was  born  in  Ridge¬ 
way  Township,  Orleans  County,  on  the  21st  of  No¬ 
vember,  1827,  to  the  marriage  of  John  and  Han¬ 
nah  (Davis)  Morse.  The  father  was  born  in  the 
Old  Bay  State,  but  seeing  the  advantages  to  be 
derived  from  locating  on  the  fertile  prairies  of 
Illinois,  he  came  to  this  State  in  1840,  and  se¬ 
lected  a  suitable  location,  to  which  he  brought  his 
family  the  following  year.  He  brought  his  family 
overland,  but  shipped  his  household  effects  by  the 
Lakes.  He  was  about  a  month  in  making  the 
journey,  and  after  reaching  this  State  he  erected  a 
small  frame  house,  in  which  he  and  his  thrifty  and 
industrious  wife  resided  for  twenty  years.  Thoy 
then  erected  a  fine  brick  residence,  and  in  this  re¬ 
ceived  their  final  summons,,  the  father  dying^t 
the  age  of  seventy-five,  and  the  mother  when 
eighty-six  years  of  age.  The  latter  was  a  native 
of  New  Hampshire,  and  a  most  estimable  and 
worthy  lady. 

Of  the  nine  children  born  to  the  above-men¬ 


tioned  couple,  throb  are  now  living.  The  Morse 
family  have  followed  the  occupation  of  agricul¬ 
turists  for  the  most  part,  but,  some  have  boon 
prominent  mechanics.  This  family  is  of  Kuglish 
origin.  Samuel  Morse  received  the  rudiments  of 
an  education  in  his  native  county,  and  received 
the  finishing  touches  after  coming  to  Boone 
County,  Ill,  At  ar.  early  age,  he  manifested  a  de¬ 
sire  to  follow  agricultural  pursuits  for  a  liveli¬ 
hood,  and  as  he  had  every  chance  to  perfect;  him¬ 
self  in  this  pursuit  on  his  father’s  farm,  ho 
naturally  has  continued  to  follow  this  until  the 
present  time.  In  those  pioneer  days,,  ho  was 
obliged  to  work  hard,  and  all  his  fathor’s  market¬ 
ing  was  done  in  Chicago.  f\ 

Our  subject  has  remained  under  the  parental 
roof  all  his  life,  and  after  the  death  of  1#  parents 
he  bought  out;  the  other  heirs,  and  nd^  Anffis  pno 
hundred  and  twenty  acres  in  this  township.  116 
also  owns  one  hundred  and  forty  acres  in  Bofiljs 
Township,  this  county,  and  is  one  of  the  foremost 
tillers  of  the  soiMn  the  community.  Ho  was  mar¬ 
ried  in  1876  to  Miss  Sarah  F.  Cleveland,  who  was 
born  in  Boone  County,  lli.,  and  whoso  parents, 
Henry  W.  and  Sarali  F.  Cleveland,  wore  early 
settlers  in  this  county.  Her  mother  is  still  living 
in  this  county,  but  the  father  died  several  years 
ago.  Although  his  father  was  a  Democrat  in  his 
political  views,  our  subject’s  first  Presidential  vote 
was  cast  for  Abraham  Lincoln.  Mr,  and  Mrs. 
Morse  are  classed  among  the  representative  citi¬ 
zens  of  the  county. 


PRANK  WAGNER  has  for  over  thirty  years 
been  a  resident  of  this  county,  and  since 
coming  here  attained  an  honorable  position 
among  its  industrious  0d  progressive  citizens. 
He  is  a  well-known  resident  of  Rockford,  having 
acted  as  Superintendent  of  the  WestSido  Cemetery 
for  a  period  of  twenty-five  years.  Our  subject  is 
of  German  birth  and  breeding,  born  in  March, 
J880,  in  Prussia.  Ho  is  a  Son  of  Adam  and 
Mary  Wagner,  natives  also  of  the  Fatherland, 
where  the  elder  Mr,  Wagner  spent  his  entire  life. 
The  mother,  however,  came  to  America  with  fofir 
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of  her  children,  and,  locating  in  Wisconsin,  resided 
there  until  her  death.  O 

The  brother  and  sisters  of  our  subject  were 
Charles,  Amanda  and  Christina.  Ho  was  reared 
and  educated  in  his  native  land,  and  there  served 
au  apprenticeship  as  landscape  gardener.  Desiring 
to  come  to  America,  Mr.  Wagner  set  sail  from 
Berlin  in  1856,  and  after  a  voyage  of  eight  weeks 
landed  in  Vermont.  Coming  directly  to  Illinois, 
ho  resided  for  two  years  in  Aurora,  since  which 
time  he  has  been  identified  with  the  interests  of 
Rockford, 

Anna  Barbara  Henry,  who  was  born  in  Wurtem- 
berg,  Germany,  was  married  to  our  subject  in 
August,  1868.  She  was  tho  daughter  of  Michael 
and  Anna  Maria  (Schramm)  Henry,  also  natives 
Of  that  place,  where  their  decease  occurred.  Mrs. 
Wagner  came  to  America  in  1860,  landing  in  Ply- 
mouth,  Mass.,  where  she  joined  the  family  of  her 
uncle,  John  Henry,  with  whom  she  made  her  home 
until  September,  1862,  which  was  the  date  of  her 
coining  to  Rockford.  Her  union  with  our  subject 
has  resulted  in  the  birth  of  three  ohildren:  Carrio 
Anna,  born  in  1864,  died  in  November,  f&'88; 
Frank  W.,  born  in  1866,  departed  this  life  in  Jan¬ 
uary,  1888;  Lizzie,  the  only  member  of  the 
family  living,  with  her  parents  is  a  member  of  the 
Court  Street  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

jjL.  ON.  JOHN  BUM.ONG.  Tho  credit  tor  « 
IlfD'  largo  share  of  enterprise  which  helps  to 
n,u^°  R^Mord  one  of  the  most  prosper 
(§£$)  oua  of  cities  in  the  United  States,  belongs 
to  tho  gentleman  whoso  name  is  at  the  head  of 
this  sketch,  and  who  is  President  of  the  Royal  Sow¬ 
ing  Machine  Company.  He  is  also  a  stockholder 
of  tho  Standard  Furniture  Company,  the  Bit  and 
Tool  Company,  the  Excelsior  Furniture  Company, 
and  the  Rockford  Manufacturing  Company,  in 
which  latter  organization  he  is  Director.  Indeed, 
almost  every  advantage  that  tho  town  enjoys,  from 
a  business  point  of  view,  is  owing  in  a  greater  or 
less  degree  to  his  push  and  energy.  He  is  very 
popular  with  the  people,  and  has  made  a  financial 
success  of  his  various  undertakings. 

61 


list' 

Tho  original  of  this  sketch  was  born  in 
.Jefferson  County,  N.  Y.,  February  38,  1883.)/  31$ 
is  the  son  of  Clark  Budlong,  who  was  a  native  of 
Herkimer  County,  that  State,  his  birth  occurring 
in  1804.  His  father,  Green  Budlong,  was  a  native 
of  Rhode  Island,  and  of  English  ancestry.  The 
latter-named  gentleman  removed  to  the  Empire 
State  as  early  as  1800,  find  was  one  of  the  pioneers 
of  Herkimer  County,  purchasing  a  tract  of  timber 
in  Litchfield,  a  portion  of  which  he  brought  to  a 
good  degree  of  cultivation.  At  that  early  poriod 
there  were  neither  railroads  nor  canal  near  his  home, 
and  Albany  was  the  nearest  market  and  depot  for 
supplies.  On  removing  from  Herkimer  County, 
which  lie  did  in  1805,  he  became  a  resident  of  Jeff¬ 
erson  Uountj. ’’making  his  home  in  the  town  of 
Rodman,  where  lie  cultivated  a  tract  of  land  which 
had  been  given"  him  by  his  father,  and  where  he 
made  his  home  until  his  decease.  Clark  Budlong,  * 
the  father  of  our  subject,  was  reared  in  Jefferson 
County  on  the  home  farm,  and  when  starting  out 
in  life  for  himself,  purchased  a  tract  of  timber 
land  near  the  old  home.  In  addition  to  farming, 
lie  operated  a  sawmill  for  a  time,  and  at  the  time 
of  his  death,  which  occurred  in  1844,  owned  and 
operated  a  hotel  at  Rodman. 

Tho  maiden  name  of  our  subject’s  mother  was 
Mary  Lucas;  she  was  born  in  Middletown,  Conn., 
in  1806,  and  was  a  daughter  of  John  W.  and  Esther 
(Stowo)  Lucas,  natives  of  the  Nutmeg  State.  Tho 
mother  now  resides  with  our  subject,  having  at¬ 
tained  to  her  eighty-sixth  year.  John  Budlong 
was  the  only  child  of  his  parents,  and  was  given 
an  excellent  education  in  the  Rodman  Semin¬ 
ary,  which  was  later  supplemented  by  attendance 
at  tho  Jefferson  County  Institute  at  Watertown, 
and  the  Adams  Institute,  also  in  that  county,  and 
the  Falley  Seminary  at  Fulton,  Oswego  County. 
He  commenced  teaching  school  when  in  his  eigh¬ 
teenth  year,  and  in  1858  went  to  North  Carolina, 
where  he  was  engaged  as  a  pedagogue  for  a  twelve- 
month  atEadington.  Thence  he  went  to  Gay  town, 
where  he  taught  for  one  year,  thence  to  Texas, 
where  he  was  similarly  engaged  for  tho  same 
length  of  time  in  Washington  County.  Coming 
North,  he  engaged  as  a  teacher  in  Missouri,  and 
iti  tho  fall  of  I860  returned  to  his  native  town, 
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teaching  school  and  studying  law.  In  1860,  ho 
was  elected  Justice  of  the  Peace,  and  in  April,. 
1861,  on  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  War,  enlisted 
in  Company  G,  Thirty-fifth  New  York  Infantry, 
being  commissioned  Second  Lieutenant  on  the  or¬ 
ganisation  of  the  company.  One  year  later,  he  was 
promoted  to  be  First  Lieutenant,  and  the  Captain 
of  his  company,  J.  H.  Haddock,  being  on  detached 
service,  Lieut.  Budlong  was  in  command  of  the 
company,  with  which  he  continued  until  the  expi¬ 
ration  of  his  term  of  service. 

On  receiving  his  honorable  discharge,  our  subject 
returned  home,  soon  after  which  time  he  purchased 
the  plant  of  the  Northern  New  York  Journal,  at 
Watertown,  which  he  edited  until  1867,  at  which 
time  he  disposed  of  his  office,  and,  coming  to  Win¬ 
nebago  County,  purchased  a  farm  of  one  hundred 
and  eighty  acres  adjoining  the  city  of  Rockford. 

The  city  grew  rapidly,  and  in  1889  Mr.  Budlong 
platted  a  portion  of  liis  farm,  and  at  the  present 
time  there  are  upwards  of  forty  dwellings  and  four 
manufacturing  institutions  on  his  farm.  Miss 
Minnie  G.  Smith,  who  was  born  in  Lorain,  Jeffer¬ 
son  County,  N.  Y.,  August  7,  1840,  became  the 
wife  of  our  subject,  J une  14,  I860.  Mrs.  Budlong 
is  the  daughter  of  Philander  Smith,  whose  native 
place  was  Worth,  Jefferson  County,  N.  Y.,  and  his 
father,  Henry  Smith,  hailed  from  Nelson,  N.  H., 
moving  from  that  State  to  New  York  in  1808, 
where  he  was  one  of  the  early  settlers  in  the  town 
of  Worth.  He  continued  to  reside  there  a  short 
time,  when,  in  order  to  give  his  ohitdren  better  ad¬ 
vantages  for  an  education,  he  moved  to  EUisburg, 
and  when  his  object  was  accomplished,  purcllaf  1 
a  farm  near  Camilius,  where  they  resided  for  a  n  urn-  ■ 
ber  of  years.  Mr.  Smith  departed  this  life  at  tua 
'4ome  of  his  daughter,  Mrs.  Kingsly,  at  Arlington 
Heights,  this  State.  The  maiden  name  of  his  wife, 
the  grandmother  of  Mrs.  Budlong,  was  Fannie 
Wilson.  She  also  died  at  the  home  of  Mrs. 
Kingsly.  The  father  of  Mrs.  Budlong  followed 
the  occupation  of  a  farmer  during  the  earlier  part 
of  his  life,  his  decease  occurring  at  Oak  Park,  Ill, 
The  maiden  name  of  her  mother  was  Adeline  ’ 
Meacbam;  she  was  horn  in  Pulaski,  Oswego  Coun- 
ty ,  N„  Y.,  April  20, 1820  and  is  the  lineal  descend¬ 
ant  of  Miles  Standish,  who  was  born  in  England 


in  1084,  and  married  Barbara  Standish  in  1628, 
and  came  to  America  in  the  “Mayflower"  in  1620. 
He  died  in  1656,  leaving  three  sons:  Alexander, 
Miles,  Joseah,  and  a  daughter,  who  died  young, 
Joseah  was  the  lineal  ancestor  of  Mrs.  Budlong, 
His  son,  Samuel,  \vas  the  next  in  lino;  he  married 
Deborah,  daughter  of  George  Gatos,  and  resided 
in  Preston,  Conn.  The  next  in  lino  was  their  son 
Thomas,  who  was  born  in  1724,  and  married  in 
1750  to  Mrs.  Sarah  Williams,  a  widow.  Their 
daughter,  Lucy  Standish,  was  the  next  in  1  ino.  She 
married  Isaac  Meaelmm,  the  great-grandfather  of 
Mrs.  Budlong;  ho  was  a  native  of  New  England, 
whore  he  cultivated  a  farm,  and  passed  from  this 
life  in  Pulaski,  Yfc,  The  grandfather  of  Mrs.  Bud¬ 
long,  Simon  Meaelmm,  was  born  in  Paulet,  Vt,, 
whenco  he  removed  to  Pulaski,  Oswego  County, 
N.  Y.,  where  he  was  among  the  pioneers  of  that 
locality,  improving  a  farm,  upon  which  lm  spent 
his  last  yearn.  His  wife  was  Sarah  Harmon-,  who 
was  born  in  Paulet,  Vt.,  and  died  in  Pulaski, 
N.  Y.  The  mother  otMrs.  Budlong  is  at  the  present 
time  residing  at  Oak  Park,  Chicago. 

Philander  Smith  left  money  to  bo  used  as  his 
wife  thought  best  for  missionary  purposes.  She  has 
established  the  following  schools  and  hospitals: 
Philander  Smith  College  for  colored  people,  at 
Little  Rock,  Ark.;  Philander  Smith  Hospital;  a 
hospital  at  Nankin,  China,  where  she  has  also  es¬ 
tablished  a  home  and  school  for  girlsj'nnd  a  boys' 
boarding  school  in  India;  also  the  Philander  Smith 
Biblical  Institute,  for  tho  purpose  of  training  native 
ministers.  She  is  now  building  a  chapel  and  school 
for  girls  at  Muttra,  India,  besides  doing  a  great  deal 
in  this  country. 

To  our  subject  and  his  estimable  wife  have  been 
granted  five  children,  namely:  Standish  S.,  Win- 
thrope  M.,  Mary  A,,  John  W.  and  one  deceased. 
Winter  ope  and  Mary  arc  students  atCborlin,  Ohio, 
while  John  is  prosecuting  his  studies  in  the  Rock¬ 
ford  High  School.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Budlong  in 
church  affairs  aro  connected  with  the  Countonial 
Methodist  Episcopal  denomination.  Our  subject 
is  a  member  of  Nevius  Post  No.  I,  G,  A.  R.,  and 
is  thoroughly  representative  of  the  progressive 
element  of  this  section.  He  has  given  the  best 
efforts  of  his  life  to  commercial  pursuits,  and  as  a 
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reward  for  his  industry  has  a  high  standing  in  fi¬ 
nancial  circles.  Ifis  career  has  been  one  eminently 
worthy  and  useful  in  the  community  in  which  he 
resides,  and  his  neighbors  and  friends  unitedly 
bear  testimony  to  his  sterling  worth,  integrity  and 
valuable  services.  Our  subject  has  been  elected 
Supervisor  of  his  township,  and  has.  also  been  a 
member  of  the  Legislature. 


JONAS  HAKANSON,  retired,  was  originally 
from  Sweden,  his  birth  occurring  in  Wester 
Gothland  Province,  on  the  3d  of  April, 
1819.  I-Ie  came  of  a  good  class  of  Swedish 
people,  who  were  tillers  of  the  soil  for  generations, 
and  his  father,  Hocken  Johnson,  also  followed 
that  occupation.  The  latter  came  to  the  United 
States  one  month  after  our  subject,  and  two  years 
later  died  in  St.  Charles,  Ill.,  when  sixty-two 
years  of  age.  Ilis  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was 
Martha  Brunard,  came  to  the  States  two  years  later 
than  her  husband  and  survived  him  about  twenty- 
four  years,  dying  at  the  home  of  her  son,  our  sub¬ 
ject,  in  Owen  Township,  when  eighty-four  years 
of  age.  Both  were  life-long  members  of  the  Swed¬ 
ish  Lutheran  church. 

Jonas  Hakanson  was  roared  in  his  native  country 
and  early  in  youth  became  familiar* with  the  ardu¬ 
ous  duties  of  the  farm.  He  was  there  married  to 
Miss  Mary  Christianson,  who  came  of  similar  an¬ 
cestors,  and  the  young  couple  immediately  took 
passage  for  the  United  States.  They  were  seven 
weeks  and  one  day  on  the  water,  and  after  landing 
came  to  the  State  of  Illinois.  This  was  in  the  year 
1852.  After  coming  to  this  State,  they  located  for 
a  time  in  St.  Charles  and  there  Mrs.  Hakanson 
died  of  cholera  two  weeks  later.  Mr.  Hakanson ’s 
secoud  marriage  occurred  in  St.  Charles,  Ill.,  in 
1858,  to  Miss  Mary  Johnson,  also  a  native  of  Wes¬ 
ter  Gothland,  born  October  31, 1828.  Her  parents 
died  in  Sweden,  and  in  1852  Mrs.  Hakanson  came 
alone  to  the  States  and  settled  in  St.  Charles,  Ill. 
Two  years  later,  she  was,  married  to  Mr.  Hakanson 
and  has  borne  him  five  children:  David,  single, 
died  at  the  age  of  about  thirty-two;  Matilda 
married  August  Luinborg,  a  farmer  of  Owen  Town¬ 


ship;  Louisa,  Wife  of  Gust  Wanstrom,  a  carpenter 
and  mechanic  of  Rockford;  Albertena  married 
William  Haff,  a  machinist  in  the  Nelson  Knitting 
Factory,  and  Helna  married  Henry  Wanstrom,  a 
carpenter  of  Rockford. 

After  his  second  marriage,  or  in  1355,  Mr.  Hak¬ 
anson  came  to  Winnebago  County  and  settled  on 
a  small  piece  of  land  in  Owen  Township.  He  added 
to  this  from  time  to  time  until  he  finally  became 
the  owner  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  well- 
improved  land.  This  he  sold  to  his  son  and  in 
1879  moved  to  Rockford,  of  which  city  he  has 
been  a  resident  since.  He  built  a  comfortable  res¬ 
idence  at  No.  406  South  Fourth  Street  and  now'  en¬ 
joys  the  comforts  secured  by  previous  years  of  toil 

g -  y-BlgL-A-^lBLo—  e> 
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Pi  LFRED  ANDERSON.  In  giving  a  history 
of  the  manufacturing  and  business  inter- 
i  ests  of  the  city  of  Rockford,  it  is  neces¬ 
sary  that  due  mention  should  be  made 
of  the  Union  Furniture  Company,  which  adds  so 
much  to  the  development  and  progress  of  the  city. 
A  prominent  cabinet-maker  and  stockholder  in  this 
enterprise  is  Mr.  Alfred  Anderson  who  was  one  of 
its  promoters,  and  who  is  a  gentleman  of  thorough 
training.  He  is  a  stockholder  in  the  Chair' and 
Furniture  Factory,  the  Royal  Slewing  Machine 
Company,  and  many  other  enterprises. 

Like  many  of  the  representative  citizens  of 
Rockford,  Mr.  Anderson  is  a  Swede,  his  birth  hav¬ 
ing  occurred  in  Wester  Gothland  Province,  on 
the  19th  of  April,  1849,  and,  like  all  his  coun¬ 
trymen,  he  is  thrifty  and  industrious.  He  took 
up  the  carpenter  trade  in  youth,  under  his  father, 
John  Wegren,  who  passed  his  entire  life  in  Swe¬ 
den,  dying  when  sixty- live  years  of  age.  The 
latter  followed  the  occupation  of  a  blacksmith, 
carpenter  and  farmer.  His  wife  is  still  lining,  is 
in  her  seventy-fourth  year,  and  now  resides  in 
Sweden.  She  is  a  member  of  the  Lutheran  Church 
and  her  husband  also  held  membership  in  the  same. 
Of  the  two.  sons  born  to  this  union  our  subject  is 
the  younger.  His  brother,  John  R.  Anderson,  is 
now  with  his  mother  in  Sweden  and  is  a  tiller  of 
the  soil,  John  married  Miss  Clara  Anderson. 
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As  our  subject  grew  to  manhood,  he  received 
a  good  practical  education  in  the  common  schools 
of  his  native  country,  and  in  1872  or  1873  came 
to  the  United  States.  For  about  eighteen  mbnths 
he  was  in  Southern  and  Central  Illinois,  but  on 
the  6th  of  January,  1874,  he  came  to  Rockford 
and  followed  his  trade  here  until  1876,  when  he 
took  up  cabinet-making.  He  was  married  in 
Rockford  to  Miss  Ella  Peterson,  a  native  of  this 
city,  born  September  8,  1854,  and  the  youngest 
daughter  and  child  of  Peter  and  Mary  (Brisman) 
Peterson,  natives  of  Wester  Gothland  Province, 
Sweden.  After  marriage,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Peterson 
resided  on  a  farm  in  their  native  country  until 
six  children  were  born,  three  of  whom  died  there, 
and  then,  in  1852,  the  family  came  to  the  United 
States,  landing  in  Boston  on  the  4th  of  July  of 
that  year.  They  came  West  to  Elgin,  whore  two 
children  were  bora,  twins,  and  two  months  later 
came  on  to  Rockford.  The  father  died  in  Rock¬ 
ford  on  the  25th  of  November,  1889,  when  eighty- 
six  years  of  age.  He  was  quite  active  up  to  al¬ 
most  the  last  and  was  an  intelligent  and  worthy 
citizen.  His  wife  is  still  living,  and  though 
seventy-three  years  of  age,timehas  dealt  leniently 
with  her  and  she  is  still  quite  active.  She  has  a 
comfortable  home  with  her  son,  P.  A.:  Peterson 
(see  sketch).  She-  is  a  member  of  the'Swedish 
Lutheran  Church. 

Mr.  Anderson  adheres  strictly  to  the  principles 
of  the  Republican  party  in  his  political  views,  and 
in  religion  he  and  Mrs.  Anderson  are  worthy  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  First  Lutheran  Church.  The  fruits  of 
their  union  have  been  two  very  bright  boys:  John 
R.,  born  June  17,  1879,  and  Pearl  A.,  born  May 
21,  1881. 


VILLIAM  P.  BUCHAN,  who  is,  engaged  in 
general  farming  on  section  6,  Cherry  Val¬ 
ley  Township,  Winnebago  County,  was 
born  in  Ontario  County,  N.  Y.,  in  1814,  and  is 
descended  from  an  old  Maryand  family.  His  boy¬ 
hood  days  were  spent  in  his  native  State  and  there 
he  acquired  his  education.  Hoping  to  better  his 
financial  condition,  he  came  to  the  West  in  1848, 


and,  with  the  oxcepU- •,*  of  a  few  months,  has 
since  resided  in  this  comity.  In  Cherry  Valley 
Township,  Mr.  Buchan  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Mrs.  Susanna  J.  (Stilson)  Row  ley,- who  was 
born  in  Broome  County,  N>  V.,  and  with  her  par¬ 
ents  came  to  Illinois  in  1844,  Settling  in  Rockford. 
Her  father,  Harley  Stilgon,  was  a  native  of  Conn¬ 
ecticut  and  in  New  York  ho  married  Rottn  Burton, 
also  a  native  of  the  Nutmeg  State.  Subsequently, 
thoy  came  to  the  West  and  for  t\yo  years  resided 
in  Rockford,  whore  Mi*.  Stilson  followed  his  trade 
of  carpentering  and  bridge-building,  at  ’which  he 
had  worked  in  the  East.  He  helped  to  build  the 
first  bridge  that  spanned  the  Rock  River  at  Rock¬ 
ford  and  also  the  first  Court  House.  This  was  in 
1845.  Later,  he  purchased  a  farm  near  Rockford 
and  there  he  and  his  wife  spent  tlio  remainder  of 
their  days.  He  was  born  January  J7,  1800,  and 
died  in  March,  1874.  Mrs.  Stilson,  who  was  born 
February  17,  1803,  passed  away  in  April,  1876. 
Thoy  were  both  members  of  the  Methodist  Church, 
and  were  worthy  people,  Three  of  their  children 
are  yet  living,  of  whom  Mrs.  Buchan  is  the  eldest, 
Her  brother,  Nathan  L.,  is  a  carpontor  of  Elgin 
Ill.,  and  a  prominent  member  of  tlio  Masonic  order. J 
Her  sister,  Mrs.  Lucy  L.  Burt,  resides  in  Lake  City, 
Iowa,  and  by  her  marriage  has  become  tlio  mother 
Of  the  following  children:  John,  Jane  E.,  Sarah, 
deceased,  Kate  L.,  Retta,  Lucy  J.,  Frank  E.,  Will¬ 
iam,  Charles  and  Thomas. 

An  uncle  of  Mrs.  Buchan,  Rev.  James  W.  Burton, 
came  to  this  Shite  with  her  father,  and  on  the  18th 
of  March,  1850,  started  for  California,  lie  crossed 
the  plains  with  teams,  and  after  engaging  in  min¬ 
ing  for  some  time,  again  began  preaching,  lie  was 
One  of  the  first  Methodist  ministers  in  that  State, 
and  died  while  serving  as  pastor  of  the  church  of 
Woodland,  when  about  fortv  years  of  age,  leaving 
a  wife  and  four  children.  Ilia  widow  afterward 
again  married.  Of  his  children .  R-Lta  J.  died  at 
the  age  of  twenty-six  years;  Thonm  II.  married 
Georgia  Best,  of  Dixon,  Ill.;  Frank  wedded  Ida 
Fowler,  of  California,  and  thoy  live  in  California; 
Eliza  L.  is  the  wife  of  Isaac  Wicks,  of  Fresno, 
Cal. 

Prior  to  her  marriage  to  Mr.  Buchan,  his  wife 
wedded  Franklin  Lewis,  who  started  to  California 


to  186°,  and  (lied  on  the  »y' in  thl  p.imc  0(  life 

are  now  deceased.  ’ 

Mr.  Buchan  is  an  enterprising  and  successful 

irbomo"?  *  W0ll-tO-d0ci«^of  this  community. 
His  borne  farm  comprises  one  hundred  and  sR-tv 
acres  of  arable  land,  highly  cultivated,  and  be  also 
ownsono  hundred  and  four  acres  of  llnd  nearte 
City  limits  of  Rockford,  together  with  twenty 
live  acres  of  timber  laud  in  Guilford  Township  and 
n  ten-acre  timber  tract  in  Cherry  Valley  Township 
He  is  a  Republican  in  politics,  and  Lself  and 
ItocMord  C™te"”W  Methodist  Chord,  of 


POgfRArr  AKD  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD 


|  ARK  DAY.  This  gentleman,  who  is  resid- 
ing  one-haif  mile  from  Rockford,  was  bom 

wh„  ,  28>  1840,  1,0  1S  a  so»  Of  Childs  Day 
woo  was  horn  m  the  above-named  comity  and 
town,  March  29,  1794.  His  father,  David  dTv 
was  born  ,n  West  Springfield,  Mass.,  May  2,  17M* 

2  ZT  5n  0t  DttVid  ^  t»™  Z : 

son  Of  John  Day,  who  was  born  in  Sprinofidd 

*l“ly  5, 1098.  His  father,  also  named  John  Sy 

was  a  son  of  Thomas  Day,  who,  in  turn,  was  J 
son  of  Robert  and  Sarah  (Cooper)  Day 
The  first  ancestor  of  our  subject  to  come  to 
Amend,  was  Robert  Day,  who  sottiod  i„  Newton 

the  D?rt  M“3'’ I6M-  Tl»  e«»«aIogy  of 
13  am.Iy  records  tliat  he  was  one  of  the  com- 

for  llU1’<,raa  P*o»«",  "ho,  with  their  pas. 

to,,  tl.o  Rev.  Mr.  Hooker,  penetrated  the  wilderness 

XioberTT  ‘““V,"  16S6'  T‘m  "«■>  «f 

Robert  Day  was  Edith*  Stobbins,  sister  of  Deacon 

Edward  Stebbins.  The  great-grandfather  of  on  ' 

subjoc  removed  from  Massachusetts  to  Essex,  vt. 
whe  e  he  was  one  of  the  earliest  setiie, a  and  where 

ixhr  tl !'  °C0Ui'ral,i“  J“”»,  IW«,  When  in  his 
Xl}  '‘hud  **»•  ™“>  grandfathor  of  our  snhjcct 
was  one  of  the  pioneers  of  Essex,  and,  clear!! * 
faun  from  the  Wilderness,  thoro  spent  his  hut  days. 


He  served  as  a  patriot  i„  the  Ee^h^„ary  WJ 

E’r.-r",-4 w  vcry  o'™™1  a>"-g 

the  conflict  and  afterwards  was  a  pensioner  of 
the  Government.  The  maiden  name  of  his  wife 
was  Aametl,  Childs;  she  died  on  the  old  h™* 
farm  in  the  town  of  Essex. 

Childs  Day,  the  father  of  onr  subject,  was  reared 
«"d  married  in  bis  „ative  town  Ld  Je  “b^ 
when  there  were  no  railroads  in  the  vicinity  of  his 
home  and  how  *11  the  transportation  was  carried  on 

her'ofWp8  °?r'he  ***  em ^ 

Bolto  ,  J  “““  betWee”  Montreal  and 

ho™  ,  ,  pnrcl‘«‘i  a  farm  near  the  old 

life  in’  mhlrM-  8Pent,  thG  remainta*  ycara  of  his 
«,e  War o  1  8 TZ  H6  Se‘Ved  “  a  P*W»‘  i" 
with  all  ta  f  ia”d  W“a  Pro”'innntiy  connected 
,  a11  oca  “®>irs.  The  maiden  name  of  his 

W‘fe  was  M„,lal  0  „i„,i,hewMbom  . ,  £££ 

(AidHei,”  C^n!6  d°"Shter  °‘  “* 

UonTn  taf  ""1  "  ‘"‘S  StetC'‘  re°eivcd  I'is  educa- 
,  ““  P,0"»n''  schools  of  his  district  and  re¬ 
ran, ned  with  his  parents  assisting  his  father  i„ 
carrying  on  the  farm  until  their  decease.  Onle 
u  real  of  the  CM,  War,  he  enlisted,  Angel 

1862,  in Company  D, Thirteenth  Vermont  Infantry' 

ia  le  of  P  H  m,  °  Sei'Vi“’  "e  Participated  in  tie 
battle  of  Gettysburg,  and  was  engaged  in  „„mer 

o„s  skirmishes.  He  continued  to  reside  inTs 
nat,ve  State  until  1861,  then  emigrating  to  Win¬ 
nebago  County,  purchased  the  farm  which  he  now 
owns  and  occupies.  It  is  an  excellently  improved 
tiact,  having  thereon  all  tile  necessary  biiildinos 
and  machinery  which  make  of  it  a  Amt-class  estate 

Rolf!  d" ?  “I0™  ’'“'“h'0  by  ils  P-^iraity  to 

Rockfoid,  being  only  one-half  mile  distant. 

iiWSM  I’  WinCb,  llle  ,vifl!'o£  0OT  s“bjoct 

m  18,4,  she  was  born  in  Aurora,  Cayuga  County, 

1  1.,  and  was  a  daughter  of  Walter  Winch  who 
was  a  „„t,Ve  of  Brownville,  .lelferson  County  that 
State.  Her  grandfather,  John  Winch,  hailed  from 
Massachusetts  and  on  the  removal  to  New  York 
located  in  the  above-named  county,  where  he  de’ 
parted  this  life.  The  maiden  nale  of  ,!,s 
TO  Amelia  Gage.  The  father  of  Mm.  Day  early 
■n  life  learned  the  trade  of  a  tinner  and  later 
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that  of  a  jeweler,  which  business  he  carried  on  ijn 
Aurora,  N.  Y.  later  removed  to  Auburn  and 
in  1875  emigrated  to  San  -Francisco,  Gal.,  where  he 
"  '.  is  successfully  engaged  in  the  jewelry  business. 
’  "Tie  was  married  to  Rosanna  Campbell,  who  was  bo-vn 
in  Auburn,  N.  Y.,  and  is  the  daughter  of  John  and 
Amanda  Campbell. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Day  has  been  born  one  son, 
Herbert  W.  They  are  both  active  members  of  the 
Second  Congregational  Church,  and  in  his  politi¬ 
cal  relations,  Mr.  Day  votes  the  straight  Republi¬ 
can  ticket.  Socially,  he  is  connected  with  Nevius 
Post  No.  1,  G.  A.  R,,  and  is  held  in  high  esteem  by 
all  his  neighbors  and  friends. 

USENET  CURTIS.  In  studying  the  genea- 
logical  tree  of  the  Curtis  family,  we  find 
tbSt  they  Came  0riginally  from  England 
W?  and  wei’e  prominent  in  their  different  call¬ 
ings  in  that  country.  The  subject  of  this  sketch 
was  born  in  Hampshire,  England,  March  30, 1813, 
to  the  union  of  Stephen,  Jr.,  and  Elizabeth  (Poor) 
Curtis,  natives  of  Hampshire  and  Lincolnshire, 
respectively,  where  both  received  their  final  sum¬ 
mons,  the  father  dying  at  the  age  of  eighty,  and 
the  mother  when  about  seventy-five  years  of  age. 
Stephen,  Jr.,  was  a  farmer  and  had  followed  that 
occupation  all  his  life.  To  his  marriage  was  bora 
a  lai’go  family  of  children,  eleven  of  whom  lived  to 
be  grown,  two  died  in  infancy,  and  four  are  now 
living.  The  paternal  grandfather,  Stephen  Curtis, 
Sr.,  passed  his  entire  life  in  Hampshire,  England, 
and  he  and  his  'wife  died  there  when  quite  aged. 
Elizabeth  Poor,  mother  of  our  subject,  was  one  of 
two  children  bora  to  Edward  Poor  and  his  wife, 
natives  of  Oxfordshire,  England.  Her  parents 
moved  to  Hampshire,  England,  and  there  engaged 
in  the  nursery  business,  Edward  Poor  being 
known  as  head  gardener. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  remained  under  the 
parental  roof  until  about  ten  years  of  age,  and  then 
for  three  years  worked  for  his  board  and  clothes 
with  an  uncle,  James  Curtis.  After  this  he  was 
engaged  in  teaming  for  an  old  Quaker,  with  whom 
he  remained  until  eighteen  years  of  age,  and  then 


took  passage  on  the  vessel  “Process,”  landing  at 
Quebec,  Canada,  six  weeks  later.  lie  remained  in 
Eastern  Canada,  worked  on  a  farm  for  about  four 
years,  and  after  saving  1200  started  for  the  fertile 
soil  of  Illinois.  He  came  by  stage  and  steamer  to 
Montreal,  and  canal  to  Kingston,  thence  by  the 
Lakes  to  Queenstown  and  by  carriage  to  Chippewa, 
after  which  he  took  the  steamer  “Thomas  Jeffer¬ 
son”  at  Buffalo  to  go  to  Detroit,  but  changed  on 
to  the  “Michigan”  and  came  by  it  to  Chicago. 
He  walked  from  that  city-  out  to  Boone  County, 
and  made  Bis  first  appearance  in  that  county  in 
June,  1886.  He  at  once  settled  on  his  present 
farm,  erected  a  log  cabin  16x20,  and  in  this  lie 
made  his  home  until  1876,  when  ho  moved  into 
his  present  fine  large  house. 

Mr.  Curtis  was  married  in  Canada  in  April, 
1835,  to  Miss  Mary  Atkinson,  who  was  born  in 
Lincolnshire,  England,  on  the  26th  of  July,  1801, 
and  was  the  daughter  of  Robert  and  Ann  (Ross) 
Atkinson,  natives  also  of  Lincolnshire,  England. 
Her  parents  died  in  East,  or  Lower,  Canada,  when 
extremely  aged  people;  they  were  the  parents  of 
seven  or  eight  children,  all  now  deceased,  tho 
youngest  having  died  in  this  county  in  the  winter 
of  1801.  When  our  subject  reached  Chicago  on 
his  way  to  this  county,  he  left  his  wife,  who  had 
accompanied  him  thus  far,  iEf  Chicago,  and  ho 
started  out  on  foot  for  Boone  County.  The  coun¬ 
try  was  almost  a  wilderness  then  and  he  followed 
surveying  line3  and  blazed  trees  until  he  came  to 
this  county.  Very  few  neighbors  were  here  then, 
but  game  abounded  on  ail  sides.  After  selecting 
a  suitable  location  and  getting  everything  in  read¬ 
iness,  ho  returned  in  the  fall  of  1836  to  Chicago 
for  his  wife,  whom  he  brought  to  his  pioneer  home. 
Of  the  four  children  bom  to  this  worthy  couple, 
three  are  yet  living,  as  follows:  Elizabeth,  born 
March  11,  1838,  married  George  Williams  and  be¬ 
came  the  mother  of  five  children;  William  IL  H., 
bora  August  26,  1840,  and  Thomas,  bora  June  6, 
1843.  When  locating  in  this  county,  our  subject 
took  up  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land  and 
has  resided  on  this  ever  since.  Mr,  Curtis  is  a 
Republican  iri  his  political  views  and  his  first  Pres¬ 
idential  vote  was  cast  for  W.  II  Harrison.  He 
named  his  son  .  after  this  Presides 
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This  son,  "William  Henry  Harrison  Curtis,  was 
born  in  Spring  Township,  Boone  County,  Ill., 
on  the  26th  of  August,  1840,  as  above  mentioned, 
and  after  attaining  his  growth  was  married  to  Miss 
Maritta  D.  Handy,  who  was  bom  in  this  county  on 
the  7th  of  November,  1847.  This  union  has  been 
blessed  by  the  birth  of  five  children,  as  follows:  Clar- 
ence  L,,  born  in  Milton,  Pa.,  on  the  28th  of  March, 
1872;  Lois  M.,  born  in  Penusyl vania.,  November  25, 
1874,  attending  school;  Mabel  M.,  born  in  this  coun¬ 
ty,  May  81, 1878;  Clyde  W.,  born  m  Pennsylvania, 
Apnl  8, 1882,  and  Grace  D.,  born  in  Pennsylvania, 
July  27, 1884.  Mrs.  Curtis'  is  a  daughter  of  John  and 
Cel  in  da  M.  (Sliattuek)  Handy.  Her  father  was  a 
native  of  Ohio  and  came  to  this  county  in  1835. 
He  took  up  Government  land,  but  sold  out  late  in 
life  and  moved  to  Wisconsin,  where  he  died  on  the 
7th  of  March,  1850,  when  forty  years  of  ago.  His 
wife  died  in  this  county  on  the  1st  of  April,  1864  1 
(See  sketch  of  C.  B.  Lord  for  further  particulars 
of  Mrs.  Curtis.)  Mrs.  Curtis’  eldest  sister  was  the 
first  female  child  born  in  Boone  County.  Mr 
:  Curtis,  like  bis  father,  is  a  Republican,  and  his 
first  Presidential  vote  was  cast  for  Lincoln.  He  has 
hold  a  number  of  the  local  offices  of  the  county 
and  is  now  Supervisor.  The  family  attend  the 
Methodist  Church.  William  II.  II.  Curtis  was  in 
Company  B,  Ninety-fifth  Illinois  Infantry,  as  a 
private  and  came  out  with  the  rank  of  Lieutenant. 
He  was  in  the  service  three  years,  up  to  the  17th 
of  September,  1865.  His  brother  George  enlisted 
in  Company  I,  Ninth  Illinois  Cavalry,  was  wounded 
at  Nashville,  and  died  from  the  effects  of  the  same 
at  Louisville,  Ky. 
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/p^EORGE  PETERSON,  the  well-known  man- 
ill  Gjf?  llfaC!Uu'0r  of  1111  kinds  of  foundry  supplies, 
under  the  title  of  the  Union  Foundry  & 
Machine  Company,  located  at  Nos.  404  and  410  Ce¬ 
dar  Street,  is  one  of  the  most  enterprising  and  thor- 
ougli-going  business  men  of  the  city.  His  factory  is 
well  equipped  and  lie  has  been  proprietor  of  the 
same  since  August,  1887.  He  was  formerly  Presi¬ 
dent  of  the  old  corporation,  which  was  organized 
in  May ,  1881,  under  the  same  name  as  it  is  now 


operated.  Mr.  Peterson  became  a  member  of  the 
firm  and  its  President  in  August,  1883,  and  four 
years  later  sole  proprietor.  He  is  President,  his 
wife,  E.  Peterson,  Vice-president  and  his  daughter, 
J.  B,  Peterson,  Secretary  and  Treasurer.  The  busi¬ 
ness  has  been  well  and  successfully  carried  on  and 
is  crowded  with  work,  although  about  thirty  men 
are  employed  all  the  time. 

Mr.  Peterson  has  been  a  resident  of  Rockford 
since  1854  and  is  well  and  favorably  known  in  the 
county.  He  learned  the  trade  of  a  machinist  at 
an  early  age,  has  followed  this  all  his  life,  and  has 
met  with  substantial  results.  Aside  from  the 
foundry,  he  is  interested  in  outside  enterprises  of 
Rockford,  and  has  a  fine  residence  on  South  West 
Street,  in  the  Fifth  Ward. 

Born  in  New  York  City,  Mr.  Peterson  came  to 
|  this  State  when  a  young  man  and  what' he  has  ac¬ 
cumulated  in  the  way  of  this  world’s  goods  is  the 
result  of  his  own  good  fighting  qualities.  His 
father,  John  Peterson,  was  a  native  of  Sweden, 
and  came  to  this  country  when  but  fourteen  years 
of  age  and  in  the  latter  part  of  the  last  century. 
He  became  a  ship-rigger  and  was  killed  by  falling 
from  the  ship’s  rigging  which  he  was  putting  on 
at  the  wharfs  of  New  York  City.  He  was  then  fifty- 
nine  years  of  age,  and  was  a  quiet,  industrious 
man.  His  death  was  a  great  blow  to  his  wife  and 
family.  He  had  always  resided  in  New  York  City, 
but  his  wife  afterward  followed  her  children  to 
Rockford,  III.,  where  her  death  occurred  at  the  home 
Of  her  sou,  Frederick  Peterson,  when  eighty-seven 
years  of  age.  Her  maiden  name  was  Mary  Kirfus 
and  she  was  born  in  Philadelphia  in  1802.  She 
vms  of  German  ancestry  and  the  daughter  of 
Christian  Kirfus,  who  was  a  baker  by  trade.  The 
I  latter  died  in  New  York  City  when  seventy  years 
!  Of  age.  His  wife  had  come  to  Rockford  at  an  early 
day  and  died  here  when  eighty-nine  years  of  age. 

Our  sobjece  was  one  of  six  children,  five  "of 
whom  are  Uving  at  the  present  time  and  all  mar¬ 
ried.  Ho  selected  his  wife  in  the  person  of  Miss 
Eliza  Vibbard,  a  native  of  Rockford  Township, 
this  county,  and  their  union  was  solemnized  in 
Rockford.  Her  parents,  Thomas  and  Phebe  (Scott) 
Vibbard,  were  natives  of  the  Green  Mountain  State 
and  after  marriage  came  to  Rockford  Township 
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where  the  father  cultivated  the  soil.  Later,  or  in 
1887,  they  moved  to  Iowa,  Delaware  County,  and 
there  the  mother  died  when  sixty-nine  years  of 
age.  Mr.  Vibbard  subsequently  iA  ’  ,ned  to  Rock¬ 
ford  and  has  since  been  domiciled  with  his  daugh¬ 
ter,  Mrs.  Peterson.  He  is  now  eighty  years  of  age. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Peterson  are  prominent  societj^ 
people  of  Rockford,  and  Mrs.  Peterson  is  a  Meth¬ 
odist  in  her  religious  belief.  Mr.  Peterson  is  a 
stanch  supporter  of  the  principles  of  the  Repub¬ 
lican  party.  They  have  had  four  children,  but 
one,  Gertrude,  a  bright  little  girl,  died  at  the  age 
of  ten  years.  Those  living  are:  Carrie  M.,  wife 
of  William  G.  Shapiey,  a  baker  of  Rockford;  Jen¬ 
nie  B.,  at  home,  and  Secretary  and  Treasurer  of 
her  father’s  manufactory,  and  Maud,  in  the  High 
School.  ° 


VILLI  AM  NETTLETON,  who  is  pleasantly 
located  on  section  36,  LeRoy  Township, 
Boone  County,  is  the  proprietor  of  one 
hundred  and  twenty-seven  acres  of  land,  which 
his  good  judgment  lias  placed  under  excellent  cul¬ 
tivation.  He  is  a  native  of  this  county  and  town¬ 
ship,  his  birth  having  occurred  in  1853,  while  his 
father,  Dan  forth  Nettleton,  was  a  native  of  Gene¬ 
see  County.  N.  Y.,  and  was  born  in  1804. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  left  an  orphan 
when  a  lad  of  seven  years,  and  was  bound  out  to 
Ins  godfather  un  til  reaching  his  majority.  He  was 
then  married  to  Miss  Maria  Grovenberg,  by  whom 
he  became  the  father  of  five  children.  Mrs,  Net- 
tletbn  died,  and  the  lady  to  whom  the  father  was 
married  in  LeRoy  Township,  March  19,  1849,  was 
Miss  Margaret  Postlethwaite.  She  was  horn  in 
England,  September  7,  1823,  being  the  daughter  of 
James  Postlethwaite,  and  bore  her  husband  four 
children,  namely:  Maria;  William,  our  subject; 
Ella,  now  Mrs.  James  Black,  of  Washington;  and 
Minnie,  who  married  Frank  Vickers,  of  Poplar 
Grove. 

Danforth  Nettleton  departed  this  life  February 
13,  1891,  when  eighty-seven  years  of  age.  He 
ci|jme  to  this  locality  in  1842  and  took  up  a  quarter- 
section  of  Government  land,  which  was  his  perma- 


'  ace  t  abiding-place,  Our  subject  v/as  married,  Sept¬ 
ember  15,  1875,  to  Rilla  Nash,  of  Chemung,  Mc¬ 
Henry  County,  III.  The  lady  was  the  daughter  of 
Sidney  and  Caroline  (Carpenter)  Nash,  natives  of 
New  York,  who  came  to  Illinois  early  in  the  ’40s. 
where  they  were  married;  they  have  a  family  of  six 
children,  and  make  their  homo  in  Mo  Henry  County, 

The  five  children  born  to  our  subject  and  his 
wife  are  as  follows:  Clarence  B.,  born  in  1876; 
Frank  ih  1878;  Mabel  in  1880;  Bertha  in  1882  and 
Joy  in  1883. 

In  politics,  our  subject  is  a  Republican  ,  and  in 
social  matters,  a  Modern  Woodman.  He  is  engaged 
in  general  farming,  and  keeps  on  his  place  about 
twelve  dairy  cows.  The  half-brothers  and  sisters 
of  our  subject  are  Fahnie,  Mrs.  Jonathan  Leonard, 
of  Washington  State;  Jane  S.,  who  married  John 
Rice,  of  Chillicothe,  this  State;  Densie,  the  wife  of 
Edwin  Walker,  also  of  Chillieothe;  James  A.  and 
Elias  IL,  both  of  whom  were  soldiers  in  the  Civil 
War,  the  latter  of  whom  died  of  measles  when 
in  the  service;  James  A.  is  a  farmer  in  Kansas,  and 
is  married  to  Cecil  Leonard. 


JAMES  RESTED,  one  of  the  extensive  farm¬ 
ers  of  Winnebago  County,  residing  on 
section  27,  Cherry  Valley  Township,  claims 
England  as  the  land  of  his  nativity.  He 
was  born  in  Kent  County  in  October,  1825,  and  is 
the  son  oit  William  and  Sarah  (Eldredgo)  Hosted. 
They  were  both  born  in  the  same  locality  and 
emigrated  to  this  country  about  1880,  bringing 
with  them  their  three  sons  and  one  daughter. 
They  settled  in  Rensselaer  County,  N.  Y.,  whore 
for  eighteen  years  Mr.  Hested  operated  a  rented 
farm.  There  the  mother  died,  leaving  a  family  of 
seven  children.  The  father  afterwards  removed 
to  Bradford  County  and  bought  a  farm,  upon 
which  lie  spent  his  remaining  days,  dying  at  the 
age  of  sixty-five  years,  in  the  summer  of  1857. 

Our  subject  was  the  third  child  of  the  family. 
He  left  the  parental  roof  at  the  age  of  fifteen 
years,  and  since  that  time  ho  has  made  his  own 
way  in  the  world.  He  began  as  a  farm  hand  at 
$5  per  month,  and  worked  eight  mouths,  then 


oUced  for  his  board  while  lie  went  to  school  for 
o  n  months  paying  h]a  OVfn  tuition.  After  cloth- 
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,  u  this  way  for  seventeen  years,  his  wages  being 

increased  to  #13  por  month,  which  was  considered 
good  pay  at  that  time.  lie  lived  with  Andrew 
Byan  in  Rensselaer  County  for  ten  years,  and  his 
employer  being  old  and  infirm,  he  managed  the 
farm  as  though  it  was  his  own  property.  Q„  ieav- 

wlt  l  m  April»  I855>  he  Cftme  *0  the 
West,  locating  m  Winnebago  County,  and  was 

employed  upon  the  farm  of  J.  II.  Fake.  He  brought 
wth  him  about  $1,000,  which  he  bad  saved  from 
his  wages  in  the  Bast,  and  this  he  loaned  at  ten 
per  cent.  Other  men  were  loaning  money  at 
twenty-five  per  cent,  and  considered  him  a  green- 
iosfcl,othill£  by  his  efforts  to  aid  others, 
in  I8o9,  he  purchased  his  first  farm,  a  one  hundred 
acre  tract  on  section  14,  Cherry  Talley  Township 
and  m  1868  bought  eighty  acres  more,  sollin-  the 
next  year,  and  clearing  $1,800.  In  187 1,  he  pur¬ 
chased  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  on  section  27 
Cherry  Valley  Township.  ’ 

January  24,  1861,  Mr.  Hosted  was  joined  in 
wedlock  with  Miss  Mary  J.  Bolter,  who  was  born 
m  J  cnnsylvojiin,  January  24,  1886.  They  began 
their  domestic  life  upon  the  farm  in  the  spring  of 
1861,  and  to  the  work  of  developing  and  improv¬ 
ing  Ins  land  our  subject  devoted  his  entire  atten¬ 
tion.  The  small  house  and  barn  have  since  been 
replaced  .  by  a  commodious  residence  and  ample 
outbuildings.  He  has  laid  about  a  thousand  rods 
of  tiling,  and  the  quarter-section  winch  he  owns 
with  its  rich  and  fertile  fields,  is  considered  one  of 
the  best  farms  in  the  community.  It  is  worth  at 
least  $00  per  acre.  The  home  is  situated  on  an 
elevation  and  commands  a  fine  view  of  the  sur¬ 
rounding  country. 

In  1881,  Mr.  Hosted  was  called  upon  to  mourn 
the  loss  of  Ids  wife,  who  died  on  the  23d  of  April 
louv  mg  a  fnmi  iy  of  four  children :  William  E.,  who 
is  operating  a  two  hundred  acre  farm  of  his  father’s 
m  Carroll  County;  Minnie  E.,  wife  of  William  Blair 
<h  Irene,  Boone  County;  Harry  V.,  who  aids  m 
the  cultivation  of  the  home  farm,  and  Edwin,  who 
is  attending  school  at  Di^n.  For  a  number  of 
years  Mr.  Hesiod  was  a  stamli  Republican  in  poli- 
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ICS,  but  is  now  a  stalwart  advocate  of  the  Prohi¬ 
bition  party.  His  life  has  been  well  and  worthily 
spent,  and  owing  to  his  persistent  industry,  enter¬ 
prise  and  good  management,  he  1ms  made  a  hand¬ 
some  competence  which  places  him  among  the  sub¬ 
stantial  citizens  of  Winnebago  County. 


piRASTHS  L,  STILES,  who  is  at  present  re- 
P  ®ldl5 iu  the  city  of  Rockton,  is  engaged  as 
<L__J  Station  Agent.  He  was  born  in  Gibson,  Sus¬ 
quehanna  County,  Pa.,  August  8,  1820,  and  is  a 
son  of  George  Stiles,  a  native  of  Windham,  Conn., 
where  liis  birth  occurred  about  1782.  The  latter- 
named  gentleman  was  a  tanner,  currier  and  shoe¬ 
maker,  which  different  trades  he  followed,  with 
the  exception  of  the  time  spent  in  the  War  of  1812 
during  his  entire  life.  He  participated  in  the  bat¬ 
tle  Of  Isew  London,  soon  after  which  he  secured  a 
substitute,  and  returned  home. 

The  maiden  name  of  the  mother  of  our  subject 
T^i  J  lZfd>el,ii  kincoln.  Tlie  parents  were  married 
at  the  old  brick  chin-chin  Windham,  soon  after 
winch  they  removed  to  Pennsylvania,  where  the 
mother  died  February  25,  1853.  The  father  of 
our  subject  departed  this  life  December  22,  1854 
when  seventy-two  years  of  age.  Cm-  subject  was’ 
the  fifth  m  a  family  of  five  sons  and  two  daugh¬ 
ters  only  two  of  whom  are  living,  his  youngest 
brother  residing  at  Factoryville,  Pa. 

Erastus  L.  Stiles,  when  fifteen  years  of  age,  left 
homo  and  engaged  to  work  at  the  shoemaker’s 
trade,  which  ho  had  learned  from  his  father.  He 
emigrated  to  Pecatoniea,  where  lie  remained  for  a 
time,  and  in  September,  1885,  came  to  Rockford 
where  he  engaged  to  work  for  Lewis  Holmes.  In 
October,  1856,  he  was  given  the  position  of  Station 
Agent  on  the  Racine  &  Miss.  Railroad,  which  oc¬ 
cupation  he  has  followed  under  different  corpora¬ 
tions  since  that  time.  Mr.  Stiles  has  been  ill’  fe, 
mg  the  past  six  weeks  (April,  1892),  which  is  the 
longest  vacation  he  has  had  for  many  years. 

The  lady  to  whom  our  subject  was  married  at 
Brooklyn,  Pa.,  in  June,  1841,  was  Miss  Marantha 
Capron.  She  was  born  in  Hartford,  Pu.,  and  was 
the  daughter  of  Wheaton  and  Daidane  (Aldrich) 
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Capron,  also  natives  of  the  Keystone  State.  To 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stiles  have  been  born  eight  children, 
three  of  whom  are  deceased,  namely:  Ella,  who  died 
in  infancy;  George,  who  passed  away  when  twenty- 
seven  years  of  age,  at  Roekton,  leaving  a  wife  and 
one  son;  and  Charles  K,  who  died  in  December, 
1890,  in  a  hospital  at  Chicago,  in  his  thirtieth 
year.  Those  living  are  Arthur  G-,  Oscar  T.,  Cora, 
Durand  and  Herbert.  Arthur  enlisted  when 
eighteen  years  of  age  in  Company  D,  Fifty-first 
Illinois  Infantry,  during  the  late  war,  which  was 
known  as  the  Lead  Mine  Regiment,  it  being  com¬ 
manded  by  Col.  Smith,  of  Galena.  He  served  for 
a  time  under  Sherman,  and  when  being  sent  back 
to  look  after  Hood,  was  wounded  at  the  battle  of 
Franklin,  Tenn.,  where  he  was  taken  prisoner  and 
confined  for  six  months  in  Andersonville  Prison. 
He  served  his  country  faithfully  and  well  for  four 
years,  and  receives  from  the  Government  a  pen¬ 
sion  of  $8  per  month. 

Mr.  Stiles  votes  for  the  best  man  during  election 
times,  regardless  of  party,  and  is  as  free  iu  religious'' 
matters  as  /in  politics.  He  has  been  twice  elected 
Clerk  of  his  township,  and  for  several  years  was 
Corporation  Clerk. 

V- . . *H^*HS*  / 

G.  DA\  IS,  M.  D.,  a  practicing  phy- 
sician  and  surgeon  of  Rockford,  claims 
WisconsiD  as  tke  State  of  his  nativity,  his 
@  birth  having  occurred  in  Rock  County  on 
the  26th  of  December,  1860.  His  paternal  grand¬ 
father,  Jeremiah  Davis,  is  yet  living  in  Rock 
County,  at  the  age  of  ninety.  The  father  of  our 
subject,  Jeremiah  Davis,  Jr.,  was  born  in  Herkimer 
County,  N.Y.,  and  was  reared  to  manhood  on  a  farm 
m  that  locality.  With  his  father,  he  came  West, 
and  a  marriage  ceremony  performed  in  Rock 
County  united  his  destiny  with  that  of  Miss  Jane 
Goodrich,  also  a  native  of  the  Empire  State,  who 
came  West  in  her  girlhood  days.  Her  father,  Jo¬ 
seph  Goodrich,  was  an  early  settler  and  prominent 
farmer  and  merchant  of  Rock  County.  He  was  also 
the  founder  of  Milton  College,  a  Seventh-day"' 
Baptist  School,  of  Milton,  Wis.,  and  established  the 


churches  of  that  denomination  in  the  county.  He 
died  in  Milton  in  1870,  having  reached  the  al¬ 
lotted  age  of  three-score  years  and  ten.  His  wife, 
whose  maiden  name  was  Nancy  Maxon,  had  passed 
away  some  years  previous.  She  also  was  a  promi¬ 
nent  member  of  the  Seventh-day  Baptist  Church. 
As  Mrs.  Davis  was  a  mere  girl  when  her  parents 
emigrated  Westward,  she  was  reared  and  educated 
in  Wisconsin.  In  the  yeat*  1861,  the  parents  , of 
our  subject  removed  to  Ogle  County,  Ill.,  and  set¬ 
tled  at  what  is  now  Davis  Junction.  When  the 
railroad  was  built  through  that  locality,  the  father 
established  the  town  of  Davis  Junction  and  after¬ 
ward  improved  a  very  largo  property,  upon  which 
he  made  his  home  until  1881,  when  he  came  to 
Rockford  and  is  now  living  a  retired  life  at  No. 
206  North  Seconal  Street.  His  wife  has  proved  a 
true  helpmate  to  him,  and  they  are  a  worthy  and 
estimable  couple.  In  their  family  were  six  chil¬ 
dren,  all  yet  living  and  four  are  now  married. 

Our  subject  is  the  only  one  who  follows  a  pro¬ 
fession.  When  he  was  only  a  few  months  old,  his 
parents  removed  to  Ogle  County,  where  he  re¬ 
sided  until  coming  to  Rockford.  At  length,  he 
determined  to  make  the  practice  of  medicine  his  life 
work,  and  to  that  end  entered  Hahnemann  Medi¬ 
cal  College,  of  Chicago,  from  which  lie  was  gradu¬ 
ated  in  the  Class  of  ’88.  lie  established  practice  in 
Monroe,  Ogle  County, where  ho  continued  to  reside 
until  1889,  which  year  witnessed  his  arrival  in  this 
city.  Ho  formed  a  partnership  with  Dr.  W,  A. 
McDowell,  and  opened  an  office  at  No.  112  South 
Main  Street.  The  firm  existed  for  about  a  year, 
since  which  time  Dr.  Davis  has  been  alone  in  prac¬ 
tice  and  has  removed  his  office  to  the  William 
Brown  Building. 

The  lady  who  hears  the  name  of  Mrs.  Davis  was 
in  her  maidenhood  Miss  Georgio  Ilogte,  a  native 
of  Chicago  and  a  daughter  of  George  Hftgle,  a 
prominent  stock  dealer  Of  that  city.  Her  parents 
were  both  born  in  the  East  and  arc  quite  promi¬ 
nent  people  in  the  circles  of  society  in  which 
they  move.  The  marriage  of  the  Doctor  and  liis 
wife  was  celebrated  in  Chicago,  and  has  been 
-Blessed  with  one  son,  Harry  II.  They  are  well- 
known  and  leading  people  of  this  community,  who 
hold  a  high  social  position.  They  attend  the  Sec- 
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ond  Congregational  Church,  and  in  politics  the 
Doctor  is  a  Republican.  He  is  already  enjoying  a 
liberal  patronage  and  has-a  reputation  which  many 
an  older  physician  might  well  envy. 


PCNTUS  PETERSON  is  a  stockholder  in  the 
I  Swedish  Brewery  Company,  which  was  estab¬ 
lished  in  1890,  and  does  business  in  south-- 
_  east  Rockford.  A  native  of  Sweden,  he  was 
born  in  Verland,  May  3,  1888.  IBs  father  died  in 
Sweden  at  the  age  fifty-six  years,  after  which  his 
mother  came  to  America  and  died  in  Rockford  at 
the  home  of  her  daughtor,  Mrs.  Helburg,  in  1891, 
at  the  age  Of  seventy-seven  years.  She  was  a  most 
estimable  lady,  a  true  wife  and  mother,  and  lived 
a  consistent  Christian  life. 

~  The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  to  manhood 
in  his  native  land,  where  he  learned  the  trade  of  a 
brewer  and  also  served  as  book-keeper  for  a  lead¬ 
ing  bank  for  some  time.  He  received  excellent 
educational  advantages,  having  been  a  student  in 
a  leading  conservatory  of  music.  He  possesses 
musical  talent  of  a  high  order  and  has  devoted 
much  time  to  that  art  and  its  enjoyment.  He  was 
the  first  of  his  family  to  come  to  this  country,  the 
year  18 0?  witnessing  his  emigration.  lie  had  al¬ 
ready  married  before  leaving  his  native  land,  his 
union  being  with  Miss  Ida  E.  Ekblad,  who  came 
of  an  old  Swedish  family.  Her  father  lived  and 
died  in  his  native  land,  passing  away  at  an  ad¬ 
vanced  age.  He  was  at  one  time  quite  wealthy 
and  was  a  prominent  citizen  of  the  community  in 
which  he  resided.  His  wife  is  now  living  with  her 
daughter  in  Indianapolis,  Ind.,  at  the  advanced 
age  of  eighty-one  years.  Like  her  husband,  she  is 
descended  from  an  old  and  well-known  Swedish 
family. 

Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Peterson  have  been  born  nine 
children  as  follows:  Robert  W,,  an  engraver  in  the 
Rockford  Silver  Plate  Company;  Gertrude  L.,  who 
is  employed  in  the  K,  B.  Wilkins  Knitting  works; 
Hurbert,  who  is  also  an  engraver  for  the  Rock¬ 
ford  Silver  Plato  Company;  Benjamin,  Agnes,  El¬ 
sie,  Lillie,  Harry  and  Thomas,  all  of  whom  are  yet 
at  home.  The  family  reside  at  No.  198  Catherine 


Street,  where  they  have  a  pleasant  and  commodi¬ 
ous  residence, 

Mr,  Peterson  came  to  Rockford  in  1867,  and  has 
here  made  his  home  continuously  since.  For 
twenty  years  he  devoted  his  life  to  the  art  of  music, 
teaching  both  vocal  and  instrumental.  His  talent 
in  this  direction  is  much  above  the  average.  He 
was  a  member  Of  the  Forest  City  Band,  has  been 
connected  with  other  musical  societies  and  is  inter¬ 
ested  in  everything  pertaining  to  the  art.  As  be¬ 
fore  stated,  since  1890  lie  has  been  connected  with 
the  Swedish  Brewery  Company,  of  which  lie  is  a 
leading  stockholder,  and  to  the  promotion  of  that 
industry  he  now  gives  his  time  and  attention. 

© _ _ _ — : —  * 

is  1  ■© 

D^IRAM  C.  BURROUGHS.  The  magnitude 
JJ  of  the  commercial  interests  of  Rockford  is 
3  the  subject  of  frequent  remark  on  the  part 
Of  visitors  to  this  progressive  city,  and  among  its 
most  prominent  establishments  is  the  firm  of  Bur¬ 
roughs  <fe  Thomas,  undertakers  and  burial  directors, 
located  at  No.  109  North  Main  Street.  They  carry  a 
full  tine  of  burial  cases,  and  white  and  black  hearses, 
and  by  energy  and  enterprise  have  gained  an  en¬ 
viable  reputation  with  the  public.  The  business 
was  established  by  Mr,  Burroughs  in  January,  1882, 
and  four  years  later  was  transferred  to  the  present 
place  of  business,  while  the  firm  of  Burroughs  & 
Thomas  was  organized  in  February,  1890. 

Mr.  Burroughs  is  also  one  of  the  original  stock¬ 
holders  and  at  present  a  Director  in  the  Rockford 
Burial  Case  Company,  which  was  established  in 
1882,  and  commenced  business  the  following  year. 
This  company  lias  met  with  marked  success  and  is 
one  of  the  representative  institutions  of  the  city, 
its  reputation  being  extended  throughout  the  sur¬ 
rounding  country.  Since  Mr.  Burroughs  came  to 
Winnebago  County  in  1874,  lie  has  been  closely 
connected  with  its  history,  first  as  a  farmer  for 
nine  years,  later  as  a  confectioner  for  three  years, 
and  afterward  as  a  funeral  director  and  undertaker, 
and  in  these  various  relations  has  won  the  confi¬ 
dence  of  the  people  with  whom  lie  has  been  brought 
I  in  contact. 

I  A  native  of  Pennsylvania,  Mr.  Burroughs  was 
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born  in  Erie  Count}',  August  21, 1839,  and  was  only 
five  years  old  when  he  accompanied  his  parents  to 
McHenry  County,  Ill.  Two  years  afterward,  the 
family  removed  to  Ogle  County,  where  our  subject 
grew  to  manhood  upon  his  father’s  farm.  When 
twenty-two  years  of  age,  he  enlisted  in  the  service 
of  the  Union  as  a  member  of  Company  G-,  Seventy- 
fourth  Illinois  Infantry,  Capfc  Bacon  and  Col. 
Marsh  commanding.  The  regiment  was  incorpor¬ 
ated  with  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland  and  fought 
at  the  battles  of  Perryville,  Ky.,  Stone  River  and 
in  many  skirmishes  with  the  enemy.  Mr.  Bur¬ 
roughs  was  detailed  for  special  duty  part  of  the 
time  and  was  for  three  months  confined  to  the  hos¬ 
pital  on  account  of  sickness. 

At  the  expiration  of  his  term  of  service,  Mr. 
Burroughs  returned  to  Ogle  County,  where  he  en¬ 
gaged  in  farming  for  nine  years.  In  that  county 
he  was  married  to  Miss  Angeline  A.  Campbell,  who 
was  the  first  white  child  born  in  the  township  of 
Linnville,  Ogle  County,  her  birth  having  occurred 
in  1839.  She  was  reared  in  her  native  township,  on 
the  farm  which  her  father  improved  from  the  raw 
prairie.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Burroughs  are  the  parents 
of  one  child:  Lavina,  wife  of  W.  W.  Sawyer,  a 
druggist  of  Rockford,  and  the  mother  of  one  child, 
Harold.  Politically, Mr. Burroughs  is  an .indepen¬ 
dent  Republican,  and  socially  belongs  to  the  G-.L. 
Nevius  Post  No.  1,  G-.  A.  R.,  at  Rockford,  is  a 
Master  Mason,  belonging  to  Blue  Lodge  No.  102, 
at  Rockford,  Subordinate  Lodge,  No.  140,  T.  0. 0.  E. 
and  Knights  of  Pythias,  No,  86. 

Mr.  Burroughs  belongs  to  a  very  worthy  family 
Whose  members  have  been  upright  citizens  and  en¬ 
terprising  and  successful  men.  His  grandfather, 
Charles  Burroughs,  was  a  native  of  New  York  State, 
who  removed  to  Erie  County,  Pa.,  and  there  fol¬ 
lowed  the  occupation  of  a  farmer  until  his  death 
at  the  age  of  fifty-two.  Prior  to  his  removal  from 
the  Empire  State  he  was  married  to  Lucinda  Cun¬ 
ningham,  who  survived  him  some  years,  coming 
West  after  his  decease  and  passing  away  in  Floyd 
County,  Iowa,  at  the  age  of  seventy. 

This  worthy  couple  were  identified  with  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  were  the  parents 
of  thirteen  children,  most  of  whom  were  farmers. 
The  eldest,  C.  C.,  was  born  May  80,  1816,  in  New 


York,  and  was  twenty  years  old  when  his  parents 
removed  to  Erie  County,  Pa.  Upon  attaining  to  his 
majority  he  started  out  in  life  for  himself  and  for 
a  time  was  a  teacher,  and  later  commenced  to  farm, 
being  thus  engaged  in  Pennsylvania  and  Ogle 
County,  Ill.  At  the  age  of  fifty  years  ho  retired 
from  agricultural  pursuits  and  Is  passing  his  de¬ 
clining  years  quietly  at  his  home  at  No.  801  West 
State  Street,  Rockford.  In  his  political  and  relig¬ 
ious  views,  he  is  independent  and  liberal,  and  en¬ 
joys  splendid  health  notwithstanding  his  age.  His 
wife  also  survives  at  the  age  Of  seventy-one  and 
with  him  enjoys  the  esteem  of  all  with  whom  she 
lias  come  in  contact  during  a  long  and  useful  life. 


^fF^OLLIN  G.  WHITMAN,  Postmaster  of  Belvi- 
dere,  was  bom  in  Belvidere  Township) 
Boone  County,  111.,  January  18,  1847,  and 
is  a  son  of  Hiram  and  Clarinda  (Hanchetl) 
Whitman,  who  are  mentioned  in  connection  with 
the  sketch  of  Dr.  F.  S.  Whitman,  on  another  page 
of  this  work.  His  education  was  acquired  in  Bel¬ 
videre,  and  when  not  attending  school  he  assisted 
in  the  labors  of  the  farm,  remaining  under  the 
paternal  roof  until  he  had  attained  his  majority. 

At  the  age  of  twenty-one,  Mr.  Whitman  bade 
good-bye  to  his  old  home,  and  started  for  the  West. 
He  went  to  Caldwell  County,  Mo,,  locating  in 
Hamilton,  where  ho  purchased  a  large  tract  of 
land,  and  engaged  in  the  real-estate  business.  Ho 
also  dealt  in  live  stock,  became  quite  a  prominent 
and  influential  citizen  of  that  community,  and  for 
seven  years  served  as  Postmaster  of  Hamilton.  Ho 
continued  to  reside  in  that  city  until  1886,  when 
he  returned  to  Belvidere,  and  was  employed  as 
time-keeper  in  the  June  Factory,  which  position 
he  continued  to  fill  until  January,  1890,  when  ho 
was  appointed  Postmaster  of  Belvidere  by  Presi¬ 
dent  Harrison. 

A  marriage  ceremony  performed  in  1874  united 
the  destinies  of  Mr,  Whitman  and  Miss  Florence 
E.  Moss,  and  their  union  has  been  blessed  with 
two  children,  a  son  and  daughter:  Frank  S.,  Jr., 
and  Mary  M.  The  parents  are  leading  young 
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people  Of  this  oi.ty,  who  rank  high  in  the  social 
circles  in  which  they  move,  and  are  hold  in  warm 
regard  by  their  many  friends, 

In  politics,  Mr.  Whitman  is  a  stanch  supporter 
of  Republican  principles,  and  served  as  a  member 
of  the  Central  Committee  of  his  party  in  Caldwell 
County,  Mo.,  and  was  also  Delegate  to  the  Repub¬ 
lican  State  Convention.  While  residing  in  Ham¬ 
ilton,  he  also  served  as  President  of  the  Village 
Board,  aud  is  now  proving  himself  an  efficient 
and  popular  Postmaster.  Socially,  he  is  a  member 
•  of  Eden  Lodge  No.  190,1.  0.  0.  F,,  and  of  Hamil¬ 
ton  Encampment,  and  belongs  to  La  Fayette  Gar¬ 
rison,  K.  G.,  of  Bolvidere. 
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age  of  seventy-eight  years.  The  ten  children  in¬ 
cluded  in  the  family  were  Elizabeth,  David, 
Charles,  Janet,  Mary,  Margaret,  Hugh,  John, 
Thomas  and  Jane,  The  parents  were  members  of 
the  Willow  Creek  Presbyterian  Church,  with 
which  they  identified  theraselvea  on  Its  organiza¬ 
tion, 

John  Andrew  was  reared  and  educated  in  Har¬ 
lem  Township,  and  resided  on  the  home  farm  until 
his  marriage,  when  he  settled  on  the  farm  which  is 
his  present  place  of  residence.  His  estate  includes 
two  hundred  and  sixty-nine  acres,  which  is  im¬ 
proved  with  modem  buildings,  and  ranks  among 
the  very  finest  in  the  county.  In  1876,  Mr.  An¬ 
drew  was  married  to  Barbara  McMillan,  who  was 


J]  Caledonia  Township,  Boone  County,  is  a 

j  native  of  this  State,  having  been  bom  in 
_  1  May,  1850,  in  Winnebago  County.  He  is 
the  son  of  John  Andrew,  Sr.,  one  of  the  pioneers 
of  the  last-named  county,  who  was  bom  in  Kin- 
tyre,  Argyleshire,  Scotland,  and  was  the  son  of 
David  Andrew.  The  father  of  our  subject  was 
engaged  in  farming  on  leased  land  in  Scotland, 
whore  he  remained  until  1840,  at  which  time  he 
came  to  America,  accompanied  by  his  wife  and 
three  children.  The  party  sot  sail  from  Green¬ 
ock  in  Juno,  and  landed  in  New  York  after  a  long 
and  stormy  voyage  of  some  weeks.  They  came 
directly  to  Illinois  by  way  of  the  Hudson  River 
and  Lakes,  and  located  in  Winnebago  County  at  a 
time  when  this  section  was  sparsely  settled,  and 
all  kinds  of  wild  game  were  plentiful.  Tire  family 
moved  into  a  log  house  with  the  family  of  Mrs. 
Andrew’s  sister.  The  father  soon  purchased  land 
extending  on  both  sides  of  the  eonnty  line,  and 
immediately  began  the  work  of  improving  his 
estate,  which  was  his  home  until  his  death,  in 


The  parents  of  our  subject  wore  married  in 
Scotland,  the  maiden  name  of  the  '  mother  being 
Mary  Brown.  She  was  also  born  in  Kin  tyre,  and 
was  the  daughter  of  Charles  and  Elizabeth  (Rals¬ 
ton)  Brown,  aud  is  still  living,  residing  on  the 
home  farm  with  her  son  Thomas,  at  the  advanced 


also  a  native  of  Kintyre,  Scotland,  and  was  an 
infant  when  she  was  brought  to  America  by  her 
parents,  Mathew  and  Agnes  (Kelly)  McMillan,  of 
whom  an  extended  sketch  appears  elsewhere  in 
this  work. 

Our  subject  and  his  wife  have  four  children: 
Mary  B.,  Mathew  J.,  Louis  and  Thomas  J.  They 
are  also  members  of  the  Willow  Creek  Presbyterian 
Church,  and  are  classed  among  the  well-to-do  res¬ 
idents  of  this  county. 

•*kt*Z*?*f^***y^^  .4 A  .. 

LIST  AYE  SWEMBERG.  Prominen  t  among 
(if  r-—  the  successful  business  men  of  Rockford 
Stands  the  name  that  heads  this  sketch,  a 
first-class  stone-cutter,  who  resides  in  a  comforta¬ 
ble  homo  at  No.  703  North  Second  Street.  He  is  a 
persevering,  energetic  business  man,  and  what  he 
has  accumulated  in  the  way  of  this  world’s  goods 
is  the  result  of  hard  work  and  good  management. 

Bora  in  Wester  Gothland  Province,  Sweden,  on 
the  13th  of  January,  1834,  lie  there  passed  his  boy¬ 
hood  and  learned  his  trade.  In  the  year  1884,  he 
bade  farewell  to  the  land  of  bis  birth  and  crossed  the 
ocean  to  the  United  States.  He  came  immediately  to 
the  Sucker  State  and  located  in  Rockford,  where  he 
has  followed  his  trade  ever  since.  He  is  one  of  the 
honest,  industrious  citizens  and  is  universally  re¬ 
spected. 

Miss  Johanna  Samuelson,  whom  he  married  in 
his  native  conn  try, was  bora  in  the  year  1 886  and  by 
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her  marriage  has  become  the  mother  of  the  follow¬ 
ing  children;  Charles,  a  cabinet-maker  of  the  Skan- 
dia  Furniture,  Company,  of  Rockford;  Albert,  a 
glove  cutter  in  Chicago;  Erick  works  in  the  watch 
factory  of  Rockford;  Ernest,  at  home;  Hilda,  a 
seamstress  for  the  Rockford  Clothing  Company; 
Belle,  wife  of  Oscar  Larson,  a  fruit  dealer  on  Sev¬ 
enth  Street,  and  Hanna,  a  book-keeper  for  the  Skan- 
dia  Furniture  Company,  of  Rockford.  Mr.  Swcm- 
bergand  wife  are  members  of  the  First  Lutheran 
(Swedish},  Church  of  Rockford,  and  are  liberal  con¬ 
tributors  4&>  the  same.  In  politics,  Mr.  Swemberg 
closely  adheres  to  the  principles  of  the  Republican 
party.  He  is  a  useful  citizen  and  a  stirring  busi- 


j=|)ENJAMIN  FRANKLIN  RICHARDSON  has 
ttie  honor  of  being  a  native  of  Roscoe,  311. 


Ho  bved  for  twenty-two  years  on  the  old 
homestead,  on  section  33,  Roscoe  Township, 
but  has  now  resided  on  section  22  for  the  past 
thirty-three  years.  He  was  born  May  8,  1837,  and 
was  the  first  male  child  born  in  Winnebago  Coun¬ 
ty.  His  father,  Benjamin  Richardson,  was  born 
near  Gloversville,  N.  Y.,  and  in  his  youth  learned 
the  trade  of  a  blacksmith.  When  quite  a  young 
man,  he  invented  a -machine  used  in  pulling  up 
stumps.  He  afterwards  engaged  in  blacksmitli- 
ing,  possessing  both  mechanical  and  inventive 
genius,  which  made  him  quite  successful.  He  was 
married  at  Iris  home  and  thence  emigrated  to 
Michigan  when  twenty-five  years  of  age.  Three 
months  later,  he  started  for  the  Rock  River  Coun-  • 
try  of  Illinois,  of  which  he  had  heard  glowing  de¬ 
scriptions,  and  was  so  favorably  impressed,  that  he 
immediately  returned  for  his  wife  and  two  chil¬ 
dren.  Purchasing  an  ox-team,  he  started  with  his 
family  for  Illinois,  arriving  in  Roscoe  in  the  autumn 
of  1836.  He  made  a  claim  of  eighty  acres,  of  tim¬ 
ber  land  and  eighty  acres  of  prairie,  south  of 
where  the  depot  now  stands,  and  turned  his  atten¬ 
tion  to  blacksmithing.  He  soon  built  up  a  good 
trade  and  he  followed  that  occupation  for  many 
years  with  excellent  success,  his  labors  being  much 


in  demand.  His  first  dwelling  was  a  log  cabin, 
which  be  built  with  the  help  of  his  neighbors. 
This  wni)  burned  several  years  later  and  he  built  a 
concrete  house.  Other  settlors  had  tried  this,  but 
failed  to  make  a  substantial  house.  Mr,  Richard¬ 
son,  however,  was  successful  and  the  old  house  is 
yet  standing.  His  wife  died  in  Roscoe,  in  1844, 
leaving  Hive  sons  and  three  daughters,  but  the 
youngest  child,  an  infant,  did  not  long  survive  her. 

The  children  were  Charles,  Abigail,  Benjamin 
F.,  Emily,  James,  Josiah  and  Maly.  James  and 
Josiah  were  volunteers  in  the  late  war,  the /former 
a  member  of  the  Nineteenth  Chicago  Zouaves. 
Josiah  served  in  the  Eighth  Illinois  Cavalry  and 
was  three  times  wounded.  He  enlisted  as  a  private, 
but  when  discharged  was  Captain  of  a  colored 
company.  His  last  wound,  which  was  in  the  thigh, 
was  received  near  Richmond,  He  returned  homo 
disabled  and  when  he  rejoined  his  regiment,  the 
war  was  just  over  and  he  -was  mustered  out,  in 
1865.  He  died  in  Pueblo,  Mexico,  where  he  wont 
for  hi(i  health,  James  returned  home  at  tho  close 
of  the  war  and  his  death  occurred  not  long  after¬ 
ward. 

Out  subject  was  reared  to  manhood  amid  the 
Wild  scenes  of  frontier  life.  He  aided  in  the  ard¬ 
uous  task  of  developing  a  farm,  and  his  education 
was  acquired  in  the  old  pioneer  schools.  In  Sep¬ 
tember,  1862,  on  the  day  when  Lincoln  issued  tho 
Emancipation  Proclamation,  he  married  Libbio  A. 
Gregory,  of  Harlem  Township,  who  was  born  in 
New  York  and  is  a  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Maria 
(Bnthrick)  Gregory,  both  of  whom  wore  natives  of 
the  Empire  State  and  came  to  Illinois  in  1846, 
when  their  daughter  was  a  young  lady. 

Mrs.  Richardson  died  at  the  old  homestead, 
March  28,  1887,  at  the  age  of .  forty-five  years, 
leaving  eight  children,  four  sons  and  four  daugh¬ 
ters,  the  youngest  a  babe  of  four  months;  one 
daughter,  Carrie,  had  died  at  the  age  of  two 
years.  The  living  are  Coradell,  Franklin  A., Fannie 
Maria,  Mary  Elizabeth,  ICato  Anna  Belle,  Clifford 
Benjamin,  Walter  Samuel  and  James  Erwin.  All 
of  tho  children  are  at  homo  except  Cora,  who  is 
the  wife  of  James  McMickkin,  of  Nebraska;  Frank 
A.,  and  Fannie  M.,  wife  of  Edwin  Goldthwait, 
The  last  two  reside  in  Durand,  Ill.  The  children 
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have  ill  received  good  educational  advantages, 
thus  being  fitted  for  the  practical  duties  Of  life. 

Mr,  Richardson  voted  the  Republican  ticket  un¬ 
til  1884,  since  which  time  he  has  been  a  Prohibi¬ 
tionist.  He  has  been  a  life-long  member  of  the 
Methodist  Church,  to  which  his  wife  belonged,  and 
has  lived  worthily  and  well.  He  is  recognized  as 
one  of  the  substantial  farmers  of  Eoscoe  Town¬ 
ship  and  is  one  of  the  honored  early  settlers. 

@|||  RCHIBALD  HUTCHINSON,  who  resides 
(|pj|  on  section  25,  Le  Roy  Township,  Boone 
ink  County,  by  his  progressive  ness  and  natural 
|p>  ability,  lias  become  one  of  the  representa¬ 
tive  people  of  the  township.  In  addition  to  gen¬ 
eral  farming,  ho  makes  a  specialty  of  stock-raising, 
keeping  about  fifty  head  of  horned  cattle  and 
thirty-five  head  of  horses  on  his  place  constantly, 
being  the  owner  of  “Allego,”  a  fine  young  stallion 
which  lie  purchased  in  1887. 

Our  subject  was  bom  in  County  Armagh,  Ire¬ 
land,  in  1818,  where  also  las  father,  .lames  Hutch¬ 
inson,  was  born,  and  a  well-to-do  farmer.  Our 
subject’s  mother,  prior  to  lier  marriage,  was  Sarah 
Copeland,  and  by  her  union  with  Mr,  Hutchinson  j 
became  the  mother  of  six  children,  of  whom  our 
subject  was  the  youngest.  She  departed  this  life 
at  middle  age,  the  father  living  to  be  a  very  old 
mam 

Archibald  Hutchinson  was  roared  on  the  home 
farm,  and  when  reaching  his  majority  established 
a  home  for  himself,  and  married  Agnes  Davidson, 
a  native  of  the  county  where  lus  birth  occurred. 
They  lived  on  the  home  farm  until  the  summer  of 
1866,  at  which  time  they  set  sail  from  Liverpool 
on  the  steamer  “  City  of  Baltimore,”  and  landed 
on  the  shores  of  the  New  World  after  a  voyage  of 
two  weeks.  They  immediately  came  West  to 
Boone  County,  whore  our  subject  purchased  one 
hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  improved  property 
from  Ephraim  Robinson,  for  which  he  paid  $25 
per  acre. 

The  five  sons  and  two  daughters  born  to  our 
subject  and  his  wife  are  James,  who  married  Mar¬ 
garet  Shanks,  of  this  county,  and  has  a  family  of 


five  children;  Ann,  who  died  in  August,  1891; 
Hannah,  now  Mrs.  Thomas  Davidson,  who  is  the 
mother  of  three  children,  and  resides  in  McIIcnry 
County;  David,  who  married  Martha  McClure,  is 
the  father  of  two  children,  and  engaged  in  farm¬ 
ing  in  this  county;  William,  who  is  a  physician  of 
Iron  Mountain,  Mich.,  being  a  graduate  of  Rush 
Medical  College,  Chicago;  Robert,  who  married 
Minna  J.  Herrick,  is  a  physician,  and  has  two 
children;  and  Archie,  who  remains  at  home  with 
his  aged  parents. 

Mrs.  Hutchinson  is  in  good  health,  and  has 
reached  the  age  of  seventy-eight  years,  while  her 
husband  is  one  year  her  senior.  Our  subject 
rented  his  farm  in  1883,  and  moved  to  Capron, 
where  he  lived  until  1890,  and  then  took  up  his 
abode  on  the  farm  of  his  son  Archie,  which  com¬ 
prises  three  hundred  and  nineteen  acres.  The 
estate  ivas  purchased  in  1887,  and  cost  $50  per 
acre.  One  hundred  and  sixty  acres  are  given  to  a 
fine  burr  oak  pasture  and  live  woodland,  and  it  is  a 
model  of  agricultural  neatness  and  productiveness, 
its  good  features  in  this  direction  being  beautified 
by  the  taste  and  judgment  of  its  owner,  who  finds 
that  the  best  methods  and  the  latest  improvements 
in  agricultural  ways  are  those  that  bring  bun  in 
the  largest  returns. 


EDWIN  L.  LAWRENCE,  Supervisor  of  Bel- 
videre,  was  born  in  Cuba,  Allegany  County, 
N.T.,  September  9,  1833.  He  is  descended 
from  a  New  England  family  whose  members 
bore  an  important  part  in  Colonial  history, and  his 
great-grandfather  participated  in  the  famous  bat¬ 
tle  of  Bunker  Hill,  where  two  of  his  brothers 
were  killed.  For  particulars  with  reference  to  the 
paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject,  the  reader  is 
referred  to  the  sketch  of  E.  0.  Lawrence  on  an¬ 
other  page. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  Hon.  Luther  W.  Law¬ 
rence,  was  born  in  Chenango  County,  N.  Y.,  April 
19,  1808,  and  learned  the  trade  of  a  tanner,  cur¬ 
rier  and  shoemaker.  He  was  married  in  his  na¬ 
tive  State,  where  he  resided  until  1837.  In  1836, 
he  first  visited  Illinois  and  selected  a  claim  to  a 
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tract  of  land  in  what  is  now  Bonus  Township, 
\jad  after  erecting  a  log  house  there  retiiimecfto 
the  Empire  State.  In  the  fall,  of  1837,  with  his 
family  and  parents,  he  returned,  making  the  jour¬ 
ney  overland  with  a  pair  of  horses  and  a  wagon, 
and  spending  six  weeks  on  the  road.  The  dimen¬ 
sions  of  the  log  house  which  he  had  built  wore 
18x24,  and  seventeen  persons  spent  the  following 
winter  in  that  house.  He  improved  a  farm, 
erected  frame  buildings,  and  remained  there  until  j 
his  death,  in  July,  1886.  j 

In  his  political  belief,  Mr.  Lawrence  was  first  a  j 
Whig  and  became  a  Republican  when  that  party 
was  formed.  In  1854,  he  was  elected  to  the  Legis¬ 
lature  and  had  the  honor  of  being  the  first  Repub¬ 
lican  ever  elected  from  Boone  County.  He  served 
in  that  position  for  three  terms,  and  for  twelve 
years  was  Judge  of  Boone  County.  In  his  relig¬ 
ious  belief,  he  was  a  Baptist  and  a  pioneer 
preacher  in  that  denomination.  It  has  often  been 
said  of  him  that  he  had  exerted  a  greater  in¬ 
fluence  in  formulating  public  opinion,  both  reli¬ 
gious  and  political,  than  any  other  man  in  Boone 
County,  and  the  fact  that  since  1856  it  has  been 
the  banner  Republican  county  of  the  United  States 
is  largely  due  to  the  speeches  made  by  him  in  nil 
classes  of  gatherings,  from  mass  meetings  to  the 
evening  gatherings  at  rural  schoolhouses.  As  an 
orator,  he  was  eloquent  and  concise,  stating  his 
premises  and  forming  his  arguments  in  such  a 
manner  as  to  produce  conviction  and  force  his 
auditors  to  enthusiastically  join  in  his  conclusions. 
His  enunciation  wa3  so  clear  and  distinct  that  in 
the  largest  outdoor  meetings  not  one  word  was 
lost  to  his  listeners.  By  actual  test  on  a  still 
evening,  the  line  of  his  argument  could  be  fol¬ 
lowed  at  the  distance  of  one-half  mile,  yet  his 
voice  never  failed  him  and  he  never  complained 
of  weariness.  . 

The  mother  of  our  subject,  whose  maiden  name 
was  Elvira  Chamberlin,  was  bom  in  Cazenovia, 
Madison  County,  N.  Y.,  and  died  May  2,  1891 
She  reared  seven  children:  Alonzo  D.,  Edwin  L 
Harriet  E.,  Sarali  A.,  Lucia,  Esther  M,  and  Luther 
C.  Our  subject  was  four  years  old  when  he  ac¬ 
companied  his  parents  to  Illinois,  and  at  that  time 
most  of  the  land  in  the  northern  part  of  the  State 
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was  owned  by  the  Government.  Deer  and  othor 
. .  w  ild  game  abounded,  and  the  country  was  snarsoly 
Settled.  He  attended  the  first  free  school  ovor 
taught  in  Boone  County,  and  gained  a  common- 
school  education,  which  he  afterward  extended  by 
a  careful  course  of  reading. 

When  twenty  years  old,  our  subject  entered  the 
employ  of  the  Wisconsin  Central  Railroad  Com¬ 
pany,  remaining  for  one  year  in  the  capacity  of 
civil  engineer  and  making  the  preliminary  sur¬ 
veys  for  a  proposed  road  that  was  to  extend  from 
xviolpnond,  Ill.,  to  Columbus,  Wis.  Later,  he  was 
employed  by  the  Illinois  Central  Railr^d  Com¬ 
pany  in  making  surveys  in  the  so^fhem  part 
of  the  State  until  1855,  when  he  W  elected 
County  Surveyor,  and  devoted  his  attention  to 
the  duties  of  that  office  in  connection  with  fann¬ 
ing  until  September,  1861. 

At  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  War,  Mr.  Lawrence 
enlisted  hi  Company  P,  Forty-fifth  Illinois  In¬ 
fantry,  being  mustered  in  ns  Second  Lieutenant,  and 
was  promoted  to  bo  First  Lieutenant,  April  8, 1862, 
for  meritorious  conduct  at  Pittsburg  Landing! 
Among  the  battles  in  whioli  he  participated  were 
Ft.  Donelson,  Shiloh  and  Medan  Station.  He 
was  slightly  wounded  at  the  battle  of  Shiloh  and 
was  hit  with  a  spoilt  ball  at  the  battle  of  Medan 
Station.  Ho  served  for  one  year,  when  ho  was 
compelled  to  resign  on  account  of  ill  health.  Re¬ 
turning  homo,  ho  resumed  the  peaceful  calling  of 
a  farmer  and  continued  thus  occupied  until  1871, 
when  he  accepted  the  position  of  Superintendent 
of  the  farm  connected  with  the  Illinois  Industrial 
College  (now  the  State  University)  at  Champaign, 
Ill.  The  farm  at  that  time  contained  four  hun¬ 
dred  acres.  In  1874,  one  hundred  and  eighty 
acres,  comprising  the  Horticultural  Farm,  were 
added  to  the  place,  and  one  year  afterward  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres  more.  Mr.  Lawrence  added 
&20,000  in  permanent  improvements  and  stock  to 
the  larm,  and  continued  in  its  charge  until  1881, 
when  he  resigned,  and,  returning  to  Belvidere, 
located  at  his  present  home,  where  lie  has  since 
engaged  in  raising  small  fruits. 

The  marriage  of  Mr,  Lawrence,  in  1856,  united 
him  with  Miss  Mary  35,,  daughter  of  Daniel  W. 
and  Precopta  (Austin)  Lawrence,  and  a  native  of 


Cuba,  N.  T.  Mr-  and  Mrs.  Lawrence  haye  five 
children:  Nettie  10.,  Kate,  Mamie,  Gertrude  and 
Neva  W.  Since  the  formation  of  the  Republican 
party,  Mr.  Lawrence  has  adhered  to  its  platform 
and  principles;  and  has  served  in  various  posi¬ 
tions  of  trust  and  honor.  lie  has  sotted  seven 
years  on  the  County  Board  of  Supervisors,  has 
been  nine  times  elected  to  the  office  of  County 
Surveyor,  has  served  by  appointment  as  City  En¬ 
gineer,  and  has  been  twice  elected  a  member  of  the* 
City  Council,  holding  that  office  at  present.  In 
addition  to  these  positions  of  trust,  he  had  served 
for  eight  years  as  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Edu¬ 
cation.  He  is  a  charter  member  of  Hurlbut  Post 
No.  164,  G.  A,  R.,  and  has  been  Quartermaster 
since  its  organization.  He  is  a  man  whose  strict' 
probity  is  never  questioned,  whose  unusual  capa¬ 
bilities  are  acknowledged  by  his  fellowmen,  and 
Whose  life  has  exemplified  the  fact  that  industry 
and  enterprise,  coupled  with  an  honorable  disposi¬ 
tion  and  business  tact,  will  bring  success  to  the 
fortunate  possessor. 


f  EKRY  I’ORTER,  a  retired  farmer  residing 
F/I/  B°lvid©re,  is  of  English  birth.  Ho  first 
opened  his  eyes  to  the  light  of  day  in  Nor- 
folk  County,  March  9,1828.  His  father/ 
Thomas  W.  Porter,  was  born  in  Norfolk  County, 
December  13,  1803,  and  was  a  son  of  James  W. 
The  maiden  name  of  his  mother  was  Winds.  He 
learned  tlio'  trade  of  a  miller,  which  he  followed 
for  a  few  years,  and  then  engaged  in  farming.  In 
November,  1838,  accompanied  by  bis  wife  and  four 
children,  he  sailed  from  Liverpool  and,  after  a  voy- 


farm  upon  which  he  resided  until  1866,  when  he 
came  to  Belvidere,  where  he  resided  until  called  to 
his  final  rest  February  22,  1882.  His  wife,  whose 
maiden  name  was  Charlotte  Lane,  was  born  in  Nor¬ 
folk  County,  England,  and  died  in  Belvidere,  No¬ 
vember  20, 1873.  Their  family  numbered  nine 
children*.  Thomas  W.,  Henry,  Charlotte  L.,  Annie 
M,,  Robert,  James  W.,  Elizabeth  P.,  Washington, 
and  Fred.  Robert  served  in  Company  A,  One 
Hundred  and  Fifty-third  Illinois  Infantry,  from 
February  2,  1865,  to  June  24  of  the  same  year. 
Washington  enlisted  in  1862  in  Company  B, 
Ninety-fifth  Illinois  Infantry,  and  served  until  af¬ 
ter  the  close  of  the  war,  when  he  was  honorably 
discharged.  He  participated  in  a  number  of  hard- 
fought  battles,  and  was  wounded  in  the  engage¬ 
ment  before  Guntown. 

Our  subject  was  a  lad  of  only  ten  summers  when 
with  his  parents  he  came  to  Illinois.  Deer  and 
other  kinds  of  wild  game  roamed  over  the  prairies 
at  will,  and  the  greater  part  of  the  land  was  owned 
by  the  Government.  There  were  no  schools  for  a 
time,  and  after  his  father  built  a  frame  house  the 
old  Porter  log  Cabin  was  used  as  a  school-room.  It 
was  supplied  with  the  usual  primitive  furniture, 
and  in  such  schools  bur  subject  acquired  his  early 
education.  As  soon  as  he  was  old  enough  he  be¬ 
gan  to  aid  in  the  farm  work  and  cut  the  grass  with 
a  scythe,  and  the  grain  with  a  cradle.  He  remained 
under  the  parental  roof  until  twentv-two  years  of 
age,  when  he  came  to  Belvidere  and  entered  the 
employ  of  the  Galena  Union  Railroad  Company, 
now  the  Northwestern.  A  .year  later  he  went  to 
Rockford,  where  lie  engaged  in  buying  grain  until 
1853,  and  then  went  to  California  by  way  of  the 
Isthmus  route,  landing  at  Ran  Francisco  twenty- 
six  days  later.  For  about  four  and  a  half  years 


age  of  six  weeks,  landed  at  New  York.  He  lo¬ 
cated  three  miles  from  that  city  and  engaged  in 
farming  for  a  year,  after  which  he  spent  one  year 
in  Hamburg,  Eric  County,  and  then  removed  to 
Buffalo,  where  ho  engaged  in  the  grocery  business 
until  July,  1888.  He  then  madeliis  way  to  Boono 
County,  Hi.,  and  made,  a  olaim  of  Government  land 
in  what  is  now  Bonus  Township, purchasing  it  when 
it  came  into  market  at  Chicago.  The  first  home 
of  the  family  was  a  log  cabin,  and  he  improved  a 


he  was  employed  on  a  ranch  in  Sacramento,  and 
then  returned  to  his  old  home. 

On  the  4th  of  March,  1858,  Mr.  Porter  married 
Annie  E.  Roper,  who  was  born  in  Suffolk  County, 
England.  Her  parents,  Sion  and  Mary  Seplm 
(Clark)  Roper,  wove  natives  of  Suffolk,  and  came 
to  America  in  1854,  locating  in  the  town  of  Spring, 
Boone  County,  where  Mr,  Roper  purchased  a  farm 
and  resided  until  called  to  his  final  home.  His 
widow  now  lives  with  her  son-in-law,  T-  W.  Por- 
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ter.  Unto  our  subject  and  his  wife  were  both  three 
sons,  who  are  yet  living:  Fred  A.,  Thomas  W., 
and  Leslie  J.  Frank,  their  first  child,  died  in  his 
twenty-eighth  year;  and  Spencer  W.,  the  second 
son,  died  at  the  age  of  three  years. 

On  his  return  from  California,  Mr.  Porter  bought 
a  farm  at  $25  per  acre,  upon  which  were  a  log  house 
and  stable.  He  erected  a  good  set  of  .farm  build¬ 
ings,  made  other  improvements,  and  extended  the 
boundaries  of  his  land  until  he  now  owns  two 
hundred  and  sixty-four  acres.  In  August,  1891, 
he  began  the  erection  of  a  pleasant  home  at  the 
corner  of  J ulian  and  South  Main  Streets,  Belvidere, 
which  he  has  occupied  since  the  following  spring. 
Himself  and  wife  were  reared  in  the  Episcopal 
Church,  but  joined  the  Congregational  Church  of 
Garden  Prairie.  In  politics, he  is  a  Republican, 
and  has  served  as  a  member  of  the  County  Board 
of  Supervisors.  ' 


GILES  P.  RANSOM,  M.  J).,  a  practicing 
physician  of  Roscoe,  was  bora  in  Clarence, 
Oneida  County,  N.  Y.,  January  13,  1824. 
Tradition  says  that  the  family  was  founded  in 
America  by  three  brothers,  who  emigrated  to  this 
country  from  England.  The  grandfather  of  our 
subject,  Daniel  Ransom,  was  born  in  New  England, 
and  removed  from  VermonCto  New  York  in  an 
early  day.  He  followed  farming  throughout  his 
entire  life,  and  died  in  Wyoming  County.  The 
Doctor's  father,  Daniel  Ransom,  M.  D.,  was  bora 
in  Windham  County,  Vt,  and  in  early  life  gave 
his  attention  to  the  study  of  medicine.  He 
commenced  practice  in  Oneida  County,  N.  Y, 
whence  he  removed  to  Erie  County,  and  later  to 
Pennsylvania,  spending  eight  years  in  Union  City, 
that  State.  In  1844  he  came  to  Illinois  and  en¬ 
gaged  in  practice  in  Belvidere,  until  failing  health 
caused  him  to  abandon  his  life  work.  He°died  at 
the  home  of  our  subject  in  Roscoe,  in  1870,  at  the 
age  of  seventy-six  years.  His  wife  bore  the  maiden 
name  of  Elizabeth  Willard.  She  was  bora  in 
Wethersfield,  Conn.,  and  was  a  daughter  of  Simon 
Willard.  She,  too,  spent  her  last  days  at  the  home 
of  our  subject,  and  was  called  to  her  final  rest  in 


1874.  In  the  family  were  six  children:  Erasmus 
D.,  Alzina,  Giles,  Cynthia,  Samantha  K.,  and  Lo¬ 
retta  M. 

Our  subject  acquired  his  early  education  in  the 
district  schools  of  Pennsylvania,  and  by  private 
instruction  was  fitted  for  teaching.  When  a  mere 
youth,  ho  decided  to  come  to  the  West,  and  in  the 
spring  of  1843  joined  a  party  of  emigrants  en 
route  for  the  Rock  River  Valley  of  Illinois.  He 
walked  the  greater  part  of  the  distance  to  Belvi- 
dero,  and  after  arriving  at  his  destination  secured 
a  position  to  teach  a  three-months’  term  of  school 
at  Poplar  Grove.  At  the  close  of  the  term,  be¬ 
fore  ho  had  received  his  pay,  ho  went  to  the  post-, 
office,  where  a  letter  was  awaiting  him  with  the  us- 
mai  twenty-five  cents  postage  charge  due  upon  it. 
He  had  not  the  money,  but  from  Iris  friends  se¬ 
cured  twenty-three  cents  and  was  allowed  to  take 
his  mail.  In  that  way  he  made  the  acquaintance 
of  Dr.  Ames,  the  Postmaster,  and  by  him  was  soon 
afterwards  employed  as  Deputy  Postmaster  at  Bel¬ 
videre.  During  the  winter,  ho  commenced  the 
study  of  medicine  with  Dr.  Ames,  and  in  January, 
1845,  went  to  Roscoe,  where  the  Doctor  had  pre¬ 
ceded  him.  There  ho  served  as  Postmaster,  and 
|  soon  afterwards  commenced  practice.  In  1850,  he 
was  graduated  from  Rush  Medical  College  of  Chi¬ 
cago,  and  has  since  devoted  almost  his  entire  at¬ 
tention  to  the  practice  of  medicine.  In  1862,  ho 
enlisted  in  the  United  States  service  as  Assistant 
Surgeon  of  the  Second  Illinois  Light  Artillery. 
After  a  year  he  resigned,  on  account  of  ill  health, 
returning  to  his  home  in  Roscoe. 

The  Doctor  was  united  in  marriage  with  Mahala 
Jents, in  March,  1860,  and  unto  them  have  been  born 
six  children,  five  of  whom  are  yet  living:  Wilraot 
L.,  a  practicing  physician  of  Rockford;  L.  Eliza¬ 
beth,  wife  of  Penn  Walker,  a  practicing  physician 
and  the  proprietor  of  the  Sanitarium  near  Rock¬ 
ford ;  Grace  married  Clarence  Shaw,  son  of  Dr. 
Shaw  of  this  place,  and  lives  in  Nebraska;  Arthur 
L.,  a  telegrapher,  and  station  agent  of  Roscoe. 

_  'ri,e  Doctor  is  a  Democrat  in  politics,  and  so¬ 
cially  is  a  member  of  Roscoe  Lodge  No.  75,  A.  F. 

&  A.  M.  Himself  and  wife  are  members  of  the 
Methodist  Church,  and  he  also  holds  membership 
with  the  Army  and  Navy  Medical  Association  of 
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Illinois.  IIo  is  one  of  the  oldest  physicians  in 
years  of  continuous  practice  in  the  county,  and 
ranfcs  among  the  best  of  his  professional  brethren. 
He  has  ever  been  a  close  student  of  the  profession, 
and  has  enjoyed  a  large  and  lucrative  practice. 
(Our  subject  has  been  called  hence  since  the  above 
was  written.  His  demise  occurred  April  22,  1892.) 

VARRKN  C,  ROWAN,  late  of  Belvidere, 
was  born  in  Batavia,  Genesee  County,  N. 
Y.,  March  2,  1826.  He  is  a  son  of  Wil¬ 
liam  Rowan,  who  was  born  in  Washington  County, 
N,  Y.,  and  spent  his  last  days  in  Kirkland,  De 
Kalb  County,  Ill,  The  mother  of  our  subject 
was  also  a  native  of  the  Empire  State  and,  like 
her  husband,  departed  this  life  in  De  Kalb  County, 
HI.,  at  the  age  of  forty-five  years. 

Our  subject  was  one  in  a  family  of  nine  chil¬ 
dren,  sis  of  whom  are  living.  He  remained  at 
home  until  eighteen  years  of  ago,  and  aided  his 
father  in  conducting  the  home  farm.  When  strik¬ 
ing  out  for  himself,  he  purchased  timber  land  in 
De  Kalb  County,  Ill.,  from  which  lie  cut  and  sold 
the  timber,  He  was  the  owner  of  the  farm  until 
thirty  years  of  age,  when  he  sold  the  place  and 
purchased  property  iii  the  town  of  Belvidere, 

The  lady  to  whom  our  subject  was  married  in 
Beloit,  Wis.,  was  Miss  Lavina  Caswell,  She  was 
born  in  Belvidere,  and  departed  this  life  in  Boone 
County,  when  forty-six  years  of  age,  having  be¬ 
come  the  mother  of  three  children,  Jay  and  Perry, 
deceased,  and  Lovina,  who  makes  her  home  in  this 
township,  Mr.  Rowan  was  married  again,  this 
time  to  Miss  Rose  M.  lies,  by  whom  he  became  the 
father  of  one  son,  Warren  C.,  who  was  born  in 
Belvidere,  October  8, 1888. 

The  wife  of  our  subject  was  born  in  England, 
April  11, 1854,  and  was  the  daughter  of  Richard 
and  Eliza  A.  (Edwards)  lies,  who  were  also  natives 
of  that  country,  and  came  to  the  United  States  in 
1858,  Mr,  lies  purchased  a  tract  of  land  of  one 
hundred  and  twenty-seven  acres  in  Belvidere,  upon 
which  he  resided  until  his  decease,  when  fifty-eight 
years  of  age  j  the  mother  died  at  the  same  age. 
After  his  marriage,  our  subject  removed  to  Bel¬ 


videre,  and  was  engaged  in  the  real-estate  business, 
which  be  found  to  be  very  profitable,  and  at  the 
time  of  his  death  had  accumulated  a  handsome 
fortune.  He  was  a  stanch  adherent  of  Republican 
principles,  but  aside  from  casting  his  vote,  took 
very  little  partin  political  affairs.  He  was  a  kind 
and  devoted  husband  and  father,  and  bis  friends 
were  as  numerous  as  his  acquaintances,  tie  was 
self-made,  in  all  that  that  term  implies,  never  hav¬ 
ing  had  a  week’s  schooling  after  attaining  his  four¬ 
teenth  year,  and  when  eighteen  years  of  .age  was 
competent  to  earx-y  on  a  business  for  himself.  He 
established  a  reputation  for  honest  and  fair  deal¬ 
ing  among  his  fellow-men,  and  his  loss  was  keenly 
felt  in  the  community  where  he  had  resided  for  so 
many  years,  He  was  a  member  of  the  Baptist 
Church,  and  departed  this  life  at  his  beautiful 
home  in  Belvidere,  September  11, 1888.  He  was 
liberal  in  the  distribution  of  his  means,  and  was  a 
cheerful  contributor  to  all  worthy  objects,  the  de¬ 
serving  poor  never  being  forgotten  by  him.  Mr. 
Rowan’s  youngest  brother  was  a  soldier  during  the 
late  war,  and  was  killed  at  the  battle  of  Murfrees¬ 
boro.  He  bore  the  name  of  Perry  C.,  and  enlisted 
when  eighteen  years  of  age  to  fight  for  Ms 
country’s  honor. 

The  Rowan  family  is  of  Irish  ancestry,  while  the 
lies  were  from  England.  Mrs.  Rowan’s  parents 
were  six  weeks  in  crossing  the  Atlantic,  being  pass¬ 
engers  on  the  sailing-vessel  “  Mayflower.” 

. r  ■<!.>•  G~L-^  .  . 

!©•  ^S)<T>  l~3  -  ® 

PRANK  C.  and  IIENRY  C.  GILL  constitute 
I  the  well-known  firm  of  Gill  Brothers,  dentists 
_  of  Rockford,  located  at  No.  223  East  State 
Street.  H,  C.  Gill  first  came  to  this  city  and  began 
business  with  Dr,  Noyes  E.  Babcock  in  1875.  That 
connection  was  continued  until  March,  1878,  when 
I'.  C.  Gill  bought  out  Dr.  Babcock  and  the  partner¬ 
ship  between  the  two  brothers  was  formed.  Dental 
parlors  were  established  at  their  present  location 
in  1871,  and  dentistry  has  since  been  practiced  at 
that  point.  The  Gill  Brothers  have  convenient 
and  pleasant  parlors  and  have  an  excellent  patron¬ 
age  which  has  constantly  increased  from  the  be¬ 
ginning  and  which  is  well  merited,  for  they  are 
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skilled  workmen.  The  brothers  both  studied  under 
Dr.  Palmer,  of  Fitchburg,  Mass.,  for  two  years,  and 
their  preceptor  was  known  as  one  of  the  best  den¬ 
tists  in  the  State.  They*  both  practiced  in  Massa¬ 
chusetts  for  a  short  time,  then  came  West  in  1869, 
locating  in  Freeport,  Ill.,  whence  they  came  to 
Rockford. 

The  brothem  were  born  in  Windsor  County,  Yt., 
and  there  received  their  early  education.  The  fa¬ 
ther,  Charles  Gill,  was  a  Vermont  farmer  and  his 
sons  were  reared  to  manhood  on  the  old  home¬ 
stead  where  he  continued  to  reside  until  called  to 
his  final  rest  at  about  the  age  of  seventy-five  years, 
lie  lived  a  quiet,  unassuming  life  and  was  well 
and  favorably  known  in  Ins  community.  His  fa_ 
ther,  Amos  Gill,  was  also  a  Vermont  farmer,  de¬ 
scended  from  an  old  New  England  family,  prob¬ 
ably  of  (English  origin.  He  died  when  more  than 
eighty-four  years  of  age.  He  had  married  Miss 
Sarah  Bates,  a  native  of  Canada,  who  came  to  tH 
United  States  during  her  maidenhood.  She  sur¬ 
vived  her  husband  a  short  time  and  was  also  about 
eighty-four  years  of  age  at  the  time  of  her  death. 
Charles  Gill  married  Miss  Sophia  Healy,  who  was 
born  in  the  Green  Mountain  Shite,  of  New  England 
parentage.  After  her  husband’s  death,  she  came  to 
Illinois  and  spent  her  last  daj'-s  in  the  home  of  her 
son,  Dr.  II.  C.  Gill,  her  death  occurring  in  1888, 
at  the  age  of  eighty-five  years.  She  died  in  the 
faith  of  the  Methodist  Church,  of  which  she  had 
long  been  a  member. 

At  her  death,  Mrs.  Gill  left  four  children,  and 
Sophia,  another  daughter,  had  died  at  the  age  of 
four  years.  Ellen  L.,  the  eldest  surviving  member 
of  the  family,  is  now  the  wife  of  D.  R.  Judkins  a 
resident  of  Chicago;  F.  C.  married  Kate  A.  Wallace 
of  Fitchburg,  Mass.,  who  was  born,  roared  and  edu¬ 
cated  in  the  Bay  State.  Two  daughters  grace  their 
union:  Lena  K.  and  Grace  W.  Daniel  0.,  is  a 
grocer  and  a  well-to-do  citizen  of  Windsor 
County,  Vt.  He  married  Lucy  J.  Butterfield  H 
C.  wedded  Ida  C.  Bunker,  their  union  being  cele’ 
brated  in  Kane  County,  Ill.  Unto  them  were  born 
three  children,  but  Edward  died  in  early  Ufe 
Harry  and  Carl  are  still  with  their  parents. 

Another  event  in  the  life  of  Dr.  F.  C.  Gill  is 
worthy  of  mention.  After  removing  to  Massa¬ 


chusetts,  he  enlisted  in  th*  Fifty-third  infantry, 
commanded  by  Col.  Kimball,  and  was  assigned  to 
Company  B,  under  Capt.  Jonas  Corey.  The  regi¬ 
ment  was  sent  to  tho  South,  doing  service  mostly 
in  Louisiana.  They  came  in  contact  with  the 
enemy  at  Port  Hudson,  where  they  kept  them 
penned  up  for  forty-four  days  before  they  surren¬ 
dered.  The  regiment  had  enlisted  for  nine  months 
but  continued  in  tho  service  for  thirteen  months, 
when  they  were  discharged.  The  Doctor  was  on 
duty  all  of  the  time  and  when  mustered  out  was 
serving  as  Corporal. 

The  brothers  and  their  wives  all  attend  the 
Christian  Union  Church,  and  i r/  social  circles  they 
rank  high.  The  Doctors  are  supporters  of  the  Re¬ 
publican  party.  Tho  senior  member  of  the  firm  is 
a  Knight  Templar  Mason  and  belongs  to  G.  L. 
Novins  Post  No.  1,  G.  A.  R.  of  Rockford,  while 
the  junior  member  of  the  firm  belongs  to  the  Blue 
Lodge.  Among  their  professional  brethren  they 
rank  high  and  a  well-deserved  prosperity  is  theirs. 


E|  EMIL  SWENSON  occupies  the  position  of 
!/  Secretary  and  Treasurer  of  the  Star  Furni- 
3  ture  Company,  and  is  also  a  stockholder 
and  one  of  the  Directors.  He  has  made  his  home 
in  Rockford  since  1882,  at  which  time  he  came 
with  his  family  to  America.  lie  claims  Sweden  as 
the  land  of  his  nativity,  his  birth  having  occurred 
in  Smoland,  in  1864.  lie  is  the  youngest  child 
born  unto  Swan  and  Fredica  (Olson)  Nelson,  who, 
in  the  year  before  mentioned,  bade  good*byo  to 
their  old  homo,  and  crossed  the  broad  Atlantic,  ac¬ 
companied  by  all  of  their  children.  They  came 
at  once  to  Rockford,  and  are  still  residents  of  this 
city.  With  the  Swedish  Lutheran  Church  they 
hold  membership,  and  are  worthy  and  highly  re¬ 
spected  people.  Five  of  their  children  are  yet 
living,  and  all  are  married,  with  the  exception  of 
our  subject. 

Mr.  Swenson  was  a  young  man  of  sixteen  years 
at  the  time  of  liis  emigration  to  the  United  States. 
His  education  was  acquired  in  his  native  land,  and 
has  been  supplemented  by  reading  and  observa- 
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tion,  which  has  made  him  well  informed.  By  trade 
he  is  a  cabinet-maker.  He  became  connected  with 
the  Co-operative  Furniture  Company  as  a  stock¬ 
holder,  and  was  also  a  worker  in  the  finishing- 
rooms.  Subsequently,  he  became  connected  with 
he  Star  Furniture  Company,  which  was  organized 
in  18J0,  and  is  now  its  efficient  Secretary  and 
Ireasurer.  The  factory  of  this  company  is  located 
on  the  corner  of  Eighteenth  Avenue  and  Four¬ 
teenth  Street,  and  therein  are  employed  one  hun¬ 
dred  and  twenty-five  men.  The  success  with  which 
the  company  has  already  met,  argues  well  for 
a  bnght  future  for  this  enterprise.  It  is  certainly 
deserving  of  success,  for  its  members  are  wide¬ 
awake,  enterprising  andexperienced  business  men, 
and  prosperity  should  be  the  reward  of  their 
efforts. 

In  religious  belief,  Mr.  Swenson  is  a  Lutheran 
and,  in  political  affairs,  is  a  Republican.  He  has’ 
the  confidence  and  high  regard  of  all  with  whom 
he  lias  been  brought  in  contact,  and  is  a  prominent 
and  well-known  young  man.  His  residence  in  the 
city  covers  only  about  ten  years,  but  during  that 
time  he  has  made  many  acquaintances  and  gained 
a  large  circle  of  friends. 


father  of  our  subject,  John  Conklin,  was  an  officer 
m  the  Revolutionary  War,  and  after  that  was 
made  County  Judge.  He  was  a  man  of  wealth 
and  influence  in  his  community,  owning  large 
farms  on  the  rich  bottoms  of  the  Susquehanna 
River.  He  was  the  father  of  five  children  who 
grew  to  adult  age,  of  whom  the  father  of  our  sub¬ 
ject  was  the  eldest. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  for  many  years 
an  inn-keeper  on  the  Newburg  Turnpike  Road, 

|  six  miles  west  of  Cochecton,and  was  also  a  promi¬ 
nent  fanner  in  that  region.  He  lost  a  portion  of 
his  property  by  going  bondsman  for  a  sheriff.  His 
wife,  Miss  Mercy  Comfort,  was  a  native  of  Orange 
County,  N.  Y.,  and  bore  him  fifteen  children,  all 
but  one  of  whom  grew  to  adult  age  and,  with  two 
exceptions,  came  to  the  Prairie  State.  The  first 
to  come  hither  was  Eliza,  now  Mrs.  William 
Thomas.  In  1839,  our  subject,  in  company  with 
his  mother  and  nine  children,  came  to  Winnebago 
County,  starting  from  home  on  the  4th  of  June, 
and  arriving  in  Rockford  July  12.  His  father 
having  died  about  three  years  previously,  Henry 
W.  at  ouee  secured  work  to  aid  in  the  support  of 
the  family  and  received  $12  a  month  for  driving 
a  breaking  team.  ° 


tENRY  W.  CONKLIN.  To  have  the-estee 
of  one’s  fellow-men,  and  especially  of  tho: 
who  know  you  most  intimately,  is  a  worth 
ambition  in  the  breast  of  any  honorab 
man.  We  may  truly  say  that  the  gentleman  whos 
name  we  place  at  the  head  of  this  sketch  is  we 
spoken  of  by  all  who  know  him,  and  he  has  al 
tamed  to  a  broad  and  true  friendship  with  man} 
He  resides  on  a  good  tract  of  land,  located  oi 
sections  28  and  20,  Rockton  Township,  Winne 
bago  County,  where  he  has  made  a  success  of  be. 
culture,  keeping  on  hand  twenty-four  hives,  frou 
which  he  has  made  over  $300  a  year.  He  also  hiu 
on  his  place  about  fifteen  milch  cows,  and  by  his 
ability  and  enterprise  reaps  a  good  income. 

He  of  whom  we  write  was  born  in  Damascus 
Wayne  County,  Pa.,  June  24,  1827.  He  is  the 
son  of  Benjamin  Conklin,  whose  birth  occurred  in 
the  above  county,  August  27,  1788.  The  grand¬ 


Mr.  Conklin  became  the  proprietor  of  his  first 
eighty  acres  of  land  in  Harrison  Township  in 
1854,  for  which  he  paid  $3  per  acre,  which  prop¬ 
erty  he  later  lost  by  a  railroad  swindle.  November 
28, 1856,  Miss  Alvalina  Grover,  a  daughter  of  John 
and  Sarah  (Burbank)  Grover,  became  his  wife. 
Her  parents  were  natives  of  New  York  and  came 
West  the  same  year,  where  they  were  engaged  as 
|  farmers.  Her  father,  John  Grover,  was  of  Ger*- 
man  descent.  During  the  late  war,  our  subject 
endeavored  to  enlist  in  the  Union  army  two  dif- 
feiont  times,  but  was  in  each  case  rejected. 

In  1865,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Conklin  went  West  to 
Oregon,  where  they  remained  but  a  twelvemonth, 
returning  by  way  of  the  Isthmus.  In  cross¬ 
ing  the  plains  to  the  Western  country,  they  had  a 
very  eventful  journey,  it  being  the  year  of  the 
Indian  hostilities.  A  brother  of  our  subject  lost 
two  horses  on  the  way,  but  the  party  reached  their 
destination  unharmed.  Returning  to  Rockton, 
Mr.  Conklin  located  on  one  hundred  and  seventy- 
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nine  acres  of  improved  property,  which  cost  $4G 
an  acre,  going  in  debt  for  all  but  about  $350. 
In  1883,  he  erected  his  fine  barn,  40x60  feet  in 
dimensions,  and  has  besides  all  the  sheds  and  out¬ 
buildings  which  are  to  be  found  on  flrst-olass 
estates. 

The  five  children  born  to  our  subject  and  liis 
wife  bear  the  respective  names  of  Dorsey  T.,  Letni 
H.,  James  B.,  Rose  E.  and  Eva  E.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Conklin  are  living  a  retired  life,  the  home  farm 
being  operated  by  their  son  James  B.  The  chil¬ 
dren  have  all  been  given  good  school  advantages. 
Miss  Eva  having  returned  recently  from  the  Rock¬ 
ford  Academy.  Our  subject  has  always  been  a 
Republican  in  politics,  but  at  the  present  time 
leans  toward  Prohibition.  Although  not  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  any  denomination,  he  gives  liberally  to  the 
support  of  all  churches  and  receives  and  deserves 
the  best  wishes  and  kindest  regards  of  his  numer¬ 
ous  friends  and  acquaintances. 


®||  RTHtJR  F.  LUNDY,  more  familiarly  known 
,,IS  *  rank  Imndy,  was  originally  from  Can- 
|  IM  ada,  born  on  the  1st  of  July,  I860,  and  is 
W  one  of  the  wide-awake,  thorough-goinn- 
young  tillers  of  the  soil  in  the  county.  Although 
he  has  not  as  yet  amassed  any  great  amount  of 
Mmmth,  he  has  the  progressive  spirit,  and  the  push 
and  energy  that  cannot  fail  to  bring  success  in  the 
near  future.  His  father,  William  N.  Lundy  M  D 
^vas  b0rn  0n  Grancl  Isknd?  ^  Y.,  Z 

1819,  and  grandfather  Lundy  was  for  years  a 
farmer  on  Grand  Island,  where  he  settled  at  a 
very  early  period,  while  it  was  still  called  the 
Queen  s  Bush.  William  N.  Lundy  first  to 
?oscoe,IlL  m  1840,  when  only  twenty-one  years 
of  age,  buthe  later  returned  to  his  native  State! 

When  our  subject  was  six  years  of  age,  the  par- 

T  t0  ;ROSCOe,  WllGre  they  made  a  Perma¬ 
nent  settlement. 

„tAl',thn  f  L"ndy  W“  the  °”^  s<m  young. 

t  oluld  born  to  his  parents,  there  being  oi>ht 
chidren  real'  and  se.en  o(  whom  were  °da„gh! 
ters.  ihose  deceased  are;  Helen  E.,  Mrs.  Henry 


9  Lampman,  who  diod  in  Rockton  when  twenty- 
four  years  of  age:  Dorcas,  wifo  of  Edwin  Love- 
i  see,  M.  D.,  who  died  in  Topeka,  Kan.,  aged  nineteen 
-  years,  and  Dora  Lundy,  who  died  in  Roscoe,  aged 
s  twenty-two  years.  The  living  children  are:  R0- 
zelba  A.,  now  Mrs.  Charles  M.  Trimmer,  of  Owen 
Township;  Mary  E.,  Mrs.  John  L.  Sage,  of  Wil- 
liamstown,  N.  Y.;  Anna  M.s  Mrs.  Dr.  Buckerid-m, 
of  Beloit,  Wis.,  and  Sarah  A.,  Mrs.  F.  B.  Cum¬ 
mings,  of  Roscoe, 

Our  subject  left  the  parental  roof  when  thirteen, 
years  of  age,  and  began  the  battle  of  life  on  his 
own  responsibility.  He  worked  by  the  month  on 
the  farm  of  Phillip  Atwood,  and  received  as  com¬ 
pensation  $12  per  month  for  the  first  year,  or  un  til 
he  broke  his  arm.  The  second  year  lie  worked  for 
John  Atwood,  received  $16  per  month,  and,  after 
this,  was  employed  for  different  farmers,  but  man¬ 
aged  to  attend  school  during  the  winter  months. 
On  the  25th  of  June,  1881,  he  was  married  in 
Madison,  Wis.,  to  Miss  Emma  E.  Grant,  a  na¬ 
tive  of  Illinois,  and  the  daughter  of  Thomas  W. 
and  Almira  (Dawson)  Grant,  natives,  respectively 
of  New  York  and  Ohio,  but  who  came  West  to 
Boone  County,  ?]].,  at  an  early  day, 

After  their  man%e,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lundy  worked 
for  wages  the  first  summer,  and,  in  December, 
1882,  went  to  Kansas,  where  they  bought  a  farm’ 
of  eighty  acres  in  Marshall  County.  Two  years  later, 
they  sold  and  subsequently  settled  in  Phillips 
County,  Of  that  State,  where  they  bought  a  relin¬ 
quishment  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres.  This 
they  sold  four  years  later,  and  they  then  settled  in 
|  Aim  on  a,  Norton  County,  where  Mr.  Lundy  was 
engaged  in  conducting  a  moat  market.  He  bought 
a  house  and  some  real  estate  in  the  city,  but  only 
remained  here  one  year,  when  he  emigrated  to 
Missouri,  settling  twenty  miles  North  of  St,  Jo¬ 
seph.  He  rented  a  small  farm  and  engaged  in 
teaming  for  one  year,  when  ho  returned  to  Roscoe. 
Ih.s  was  in  February,  1890,  and  here  he  has  made 
his  home  since.  He  rented  the  A,  Collier  farm  one 
year,  and,  in  1891,  ho  rented  the  L,  M.  Taft  farm 
of  two  hundred  acres  for  five  years  on  shares.  Mr. 
and  Mrs,  Lundy  have  two  sous;  J,  M.,  born  in 
Marshall  County,  Kan.,  Juno  7,  1883,  and  Fred 
W.,  born  in  Phillips  County  of  that  State,  July 
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2of  1886.  These  bright  boys  are  in  school.  Mr. 
-Lundy  has  been  a  Republican,  but  is  not  a  Strict 
partisan,  and  will  vote  with  the  Prohibitionists. 
He  and  Mrs.  Lundy  are  members  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  in  Roscoe. 


STEPHEN  BLACHFORD.  There  is,  per¬ 
haps,  no  family  in  Spring  Township,  Boone 
County,  which  is  more  highly  respected 
than  the  one  represented  at  the  head  of  this  sketch 
and  who  are  pioneers  of  this  section.  Our  subject’ 
who  had  his  birth  in  Hampshire,  England,  August 
18,  1818,  is  the  son  of  Francis  and  Elizabeth  Blach- 
ford,  also  natives  of  the  British  Isle.  The  parents 
emigrated  from  their  native  land  in  1884  in  the 
vessel  “Crocus,”  and,  after  a  voyage  of  six  weeks 
one  of  which  was  spent  off  the  coast  of  Cape 
Ray,  where  the  vessel  was  swamped,  they  landed 
m  Quebec.  There  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Blaehford  lived 
for  four  years,  and  then  came  to  the  States  byway 
of  the  Lakes  to  Del  ,it,  and  from  there  with  teams 
and  on  foot  to  this  county,  our  subject  and  a 
brother  having  to  walk  the  distance  of  four  hun-  j 
d  red  miles.  They  arrived  in  this  vicinity  nine 
days  ahead  of  he  rest  of  the  family,  and  when 
they  were  all  comfortably  housed,  Stephen  and  his 
father  hired  out  to  work  by  the  month.  He  of 
whom  we  write,  in  company  with  his  father,  took 
up  a  claim  of  four  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of 
land  to  prove,  for  which  they  had  to  borrow  the 
money  and  pay  an  interest  of  one  hundred  per 
cent. 

Mr.  Blaehford  of  this  sketch  was  one  of  seven 
children  who  came  to  Boone  County  with  their 
parents.  March  4,  188ft,  ho  was  married  to  Maria 
Bump,  who  was  born  in  New  York,  and  was  a 
daughter  of  Thomas  and  Phmbe  (Brewer)  Bump 
who  died  in  Pennsylvania.  She  had  six  brothers 
and  sisters,  all  of  whom  are  living,  with  one  excep¬ 
tion.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Blaehford  have  become  the 
parents  of  five  children,  one  of  whom  is  deceased. 
They  are  named,  respectively:  Caroline  &,  now 
Mrs.  I*.  Curtiss;  Louisa,  who  married  Francis  II. 
Curtiss;  Thomas,  the  husband  of  Anna  Lawman; 


Maria,  now  the  wife  of  James  Wan.  The  children 
are  all  established  in  homes  in  this  county. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  eighty-four  years 
of  age  when  he  died,  and  his  mother  eighty  years 
|  old.  He  was  a  Democrat  in  politics,  and  took  an 
active  interest  in  local  affairs.  Our  subject’s  share 
of  the  old  homestead  consists  of  one  hundred  and 
forty-six  acres,  which  he  cultivates  in  a  profitable 
manner.  In  an  early  day,  the  farm  products  were 
marketed  in  Chicago  and  Milwaukee,  and  at  one 
time  pork  sold  at  twenty  shillings  per  hundred. 
Ihe  only  house  in  the  vicinity  of  Belvidere,  in 
1835,  was  the  one  erected  by  our  subject  and  his 
father,  on  their  farm.  The  hardships  which  the 
family  endured  during  that  period  are  beyond  the 
comprehension  of  the  present  generation,  but  they 
bravely  suffered  and  endured  to  pave  the  way  for 
those  who  followed,  and  to  make  their  settlement 
in  the  West  a  pleasure. 


/W!  S'  RAY’  of  Beividere,  claims  New 

tff  I  Y°rk  aS  t5ie  of  llis  nativity.  He  was 
|  m  born  the  10th  of  December,  .1806,  in 
Amenia,  Dutchess  County,  and  his  father, 
Augustus  Ray,  was  a  native  of  the  same  town. 
The  grandfather,  Stephen  Ray,  and  four  brothers 
came  to  America  from  England.  He  was  a  farmer 
by  occupation, but  spent  his  last  years  in  Amenia 
His  wife  long  survived  him,  and  died  in  Sharon 
Valley,  Litchfield  County,  Conn. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  reared  upon  a 
farm,  and  resided  in  Amenia  until  1809,  when 
with  bis  wife  and  six  children,  he  became  a  resi¬ 
dent  of  the  town  of  Thompson,  Sullivan  County 
and  was  one  of  its  pioneers.  He  went  there  as  a 
land  agent,  and  surveyed  and  sold  a  portion 
of  seventeen  thousand  acres.  Ho  erected  a  double 
log  house  in  the  midst  of  the  forest,  and  built  six 
sawmills  in  different  parts  of  the  tract.  He  there 
resided  until  his  death,  in  March,  1812.  He  mar¬ 
ried  Acoy  Crane,  a  native  of  Litchfield  County, 
Conn.,  who  died  in  March,  of  the  same  year, 
ihey  had  seven  children:  William,  Theresa,  John 
c,,  Cornelius  and  Cornelia,  twins,  Miles  S.  and 
Emily. 
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Our  subject  was  only  seven  years  old  when  his 
parents  died.  He  found  a  home  with  Andrew 
Comstock,  a  farmer  of  Monticello,  Sullivan 
County,  with  whom  he  remained  until  twenty 
years  of  age,  when  he  began  to  learn  the  carpenter 
trade,  which  he  followed  for  ten  years.  With  the 
money  lie  had  earned  in  that  way,  he  then  pur¬ 
chased  a  farm  in  the  towii  of  Fallsburgh,  Sullivan 
County,  and  engaged  in  its  operation  until  1836, 
when  he  came  to  Illinois  and  cast  in  his  lot  with 
the  early  settlers  of  Boone  County.  He  purchased  a 
farm  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  in  Flora 
Township,  and  made  it  his  home  for  a  few  years, 
when  ho  removed  to  BelviOere,  where  ho  is  now 
living  retired. 

In  December,  1835,  Mr.  Ray  was  united  in  mar¬ 
riage  with  Ellen  E.  Ilardenburgh,  who  was  born  in 
Fallsburgh,  in  1812.  Herfather,ThomasR.  vHard- 
enburgh,  was  a  native  of  New  Jersey,  and  her 
grandfather,  Johannes  Hardenbnrgli,  who  was  a 
minister  of  the  Dutch  Reformed  Church,  was  born 
111  Holkml>  it  is  thought.  They  were  the  own¬ 
ers  of  the  Ilardenburgh  Patent,  and  Thomas  in¬ 
herited  four  thousand  acres,  of  that  tract  of  land 
Jind  engaged  in  farming.  Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs! 
Ray  were  born  seven  children:  Mary  E.,  now 
Mrs.  B.  Arbuckle,  Thomas,  Henrietta,  Sarah,  Ily- 
ah,  Louisa  and  John.  The  mother  was  called 
o  her  final  rest  in  1873.  She  was  a  most  estima¬ 
ble  lady,  and  many  friends  mourned  her  loss. 

Mr.  Ray  cast  his  first  Presidential  vote  for  An¬ 
drew  Jackson,  and  has  since  been  a  stanch  advo¬ 
cate  of  Democratic  principles.  His  life  has  been 
veil  and  worthily  spent,  and  by  his  faithful  per¬ 
formance  of  duty  he  has  won  the  confidence  and 
ngh  esteem  of  all  with  whom  he  has  come  in  con¬ 
tact. 


DELS  LARSON,  a  farmer  and  dairvman,  re¬ 
siding  on  section  12,  New  Milford  Town- 
ship,  is  a  representative  citizen  of  Winne- 
Dago  C°unty,  where  he  has  resided  for  a  quarter 
n  my.  He  was  born  in  Scorney,  Sweden 
on  the  16th  of  September,  1841,  and  is  a  son  of 


i  Lars  and  Tda  (Swansen)  Olson,  natives  of  Southern 
'  Sweden,  whore  they  wore  reared  and  married.  In 
1  nftGvo  laud,  they  made  their  homo  until  1867, 

v-hen,  accompanied  hy  their  children,  they  bade 
good-bye  to  Sweden,  and  crossed  the  Atlantic  to 
America,  landing  in  Now  York  City.  Thence  they 
came  Westward,  reaching  Rockford  in  June  of  that 
year.  The  parents  and  children  all  began  life  in 
this  country  as  farming  people.  The  father  died 
m  New  Milford  Township,  at  the  home  of  his  son 
our  subject,  on  the  11th  of  June,  1887,  and  was 
then  past  eighty  yearn  of  ago.  He  was  twice  mar¬ 
ried, and  hissccond  wife  is  yet  living  with  herson, 
at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-three  years.  They 
were  life-long  members  of  the  Lutheran  Church, 
and  were  worthy,  respected  people.  Our  subject 
has  one  brother  and  two  half  brothers.  The  former, 
John  Larson,  is  a  resident  farmer  of  Ogle  County. 
The  latter  are  Olof  and  Peter.  The  first-named  i« 
a  shoe-maker  and  the  latter  a  tailor,  and  both  re¬ 
side  in  Rockford. 

Our  subject  spent  the  days  of  his  boyhood  and 
youth  m  the  usual  maimer  of  farmer  lads,  and  at 
the  age  of  twenty-six  years,  accompanied  his  fam¬ 
ily  on  their  emigration  to  the  United  Slates.  In 
Rockford,  he  chose  as  a  companion  and  helpmate 
on  life’s  journey,  Miss  Ida  Olson,  who  was  bom  in 
Blaken,  Sweden,  in  1848,  and  is  a  daughter  of  01(1 
and  Sarah  (Manson)  Owkinson.  The  father  died 
on  his  farm  in  Sweden  at  the  advanced  age  of 
eighty-five  years,  and  his  wife  passed,  away  at  the 
age  of  seventy-three.  They  were  farming"  people, 

|  and  both  were  members  of  the  Lutheran  Church. 
Unto  our  subject  and  his  wife  has  been  bom  one 
son,  Henry  W„  a  promising  young  man,  yet  at 
home. 

After  coming  to  this  county,  Mr.  Larson  worked 
as  a  farm  hand  for  a  time,  and  then  rented  land 
for  some  time,  spending  five  years  upon  a  rented 
farm  m  Jo  Daviess  County,  Ill.  He  has  resided 
upon  his  present  farm  since  1881,  where  he  owns 
seventy-five  acres  that  pay  to  him  a  golden  trib¬ 
ute  for  the  care  and  cultivation  lie  bestows  upon 
It.  In  connection  with  general  farming,  ho  carries 
on  the  dairy  business,  and  is  meeting  with  good 
success  in  this  undertaking.  He  is  a  straightfor¬ 
ward,  upright  business  man,  whoso  word  is  as  good 


,  's  f1'?;  1,1  P°Hti®.  to  »  Republican.  Him¬ 
self  and  wife  too  among  the  Dm  members  of  the 
Wnuol  Lutheran  Churel,  r  iloctford,  and  are 
aotrve  workers  for  its  interests.  They  give  their 
support  to  all  worthy  enterprises,  and  well  deserve 
mention  among  the  best  citizens  of  New  Milford 
Township. 
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OiRVILLE  S.  COHOON,  a  wen-known 
)  enterprising  farmer  of  Boone  County,  i 
mg  in  Flora  Township,  section  12,  j8  a 
native  of  Pennsylvania,  born  in  Green  Township, 
Rne  County,  October  29,  1833.  His  father,  Join, 
Cohoon,  was  born  in  the  town  of  Milo,  Yates 
County  N.  Y.,  March  20,  1812,  and  passed  the 
first  eight  years  of  his  life  in  his  father's  home  on 
the  banka  of  Seneca  Lake,  whence  ho  removed 
with  his  parents  to  Erie  County,  I>a. 

The  paternal  grandparent  of  our  subject 
Moward  and  Charity  (Culver)  Cohoon,  were  na¬ 
tives  respectively  of  Connecticut  and  England, 
i  ho  grandfather  moved  from  his  birthplace  to  the 
•State  of  Now  York  at  an  early  day  and  was  an 
ofheer  in  the  War  of  1812.  He  married  Miss 
,™lly  Culver  for  llis  second  wife  and  in  March, 
1820,  removed  from  Yates  County,  N.  Y.,  with 
ox-teams  and  sleds,  and  settled  with  his  ’laro-e 
family  m  Erie  County,  Pa.,  becoming  one  of  the 
pioneers  of  the  highlands  and  dense  forests  of 
that  county.  Ho  remained  there  until  his  death 
which  occurred  at  Gospel  Hill  about  1840.  Ilis 
wife  died  in  Columbia  County,  Wis.,  January  10 
18o5,  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-seven  The 
paternal  great-grandfather  of  our  subject,  Na¬ 
thaniel  Cohoon,  was  born  in  Connecticut,  and 
tradition  says  that  his  parents  were  Hollanders 
lo  died  and  was  buried  in  Mill  Creek  Township, 
Erie  County,  Pa.,  in  January,  1827. 

John  Cohoon,  father  of  our  subject,  was  married 
hebruary  10,  1831,  to  Miss  Fanny  Wait,  and  their 
three  children  are  all  living  at  this  date  (1892)- 
Orville  S.,  Justina  M.,  and  Arlington  It  Mrs 
Fanny  Cohoon  was  born  July  26,  1806,  and  died 
October  2,  1876.  She  was  a  faithful,  devoted  wife 
and  a  true  and  loving  mother.  Her  family  and 


domestic  cares  were  the  pleasure  of  her  life  and 
she  won  the  regard  of  all  whom  she  met.  Her  life 
was  that  of  a  practical  Christian  and  during  her 
more  than  seventy  years  of  life  she  never  attended 
a  theatre  or  circus. 

The  first-bora  pf  the  family  is  the  subject  of 
this  sketch,  who  is  only  a  little  more  than  twenty- 
one  years  younger  than  his  father.  His  early  ed¬ 
ucation  was  acquired  under  some  difficulties,  for 
m  those  early  days  the  enforcement  of  theScliool- 
iate  Bill  threw  the  payment  of  tho  teacher’s  salary 
almost  entirely  upon  the  man  who  had  a  lar-e 
family.  He  remembers  the  scenes  of  pioneer  life 
and  the  hardships  of  existence  amid  primitive  sur¬ 
roundings.  Twenty-five  cents  postage,  was  charged 
on  letters,  which  were  folded  instead  of  bein" 
placed  m  envelopes.  At  the  age  of  eighteen,  he 
taught  one  term  of  school  in  Erie  County,  Pa.,  and 
then  in  1862,  with  his  father,  removed  to  Porter 
County,  Ind.,  where  he  resided  one  year  and 
taught  school  one  term. 

June  17, 1853,  Mr.  Cohoon  arrived  inBelvidere, 
Boone  County,  HI.,  and  embarked  in  business  as  a 
merchant,  continuing  thus  engaged  for  about  two 
years.  In  the  summer  of  1855,  he  engaged  in  the 
carpenter’s  and  builder’s  work,  during  which  time 
he  erected  several  houses  in  South  Belvidere.  He 
built  the  first  house,  with  the  exception  of  one 
building  known  as  the  old  Otis  Caswell  farm 
bouse,  and  one  bar  shanty  standing  on  the  pres¬ 
ent  Site  of  the  South  Baptist  Church,  east  of  Pearl 
Street  and  south  of  Logan  Avenue,  and  which  was 
located  on  the  corner  of  Whitney  and  Second 
Streets.  In  the  spring  of  1856,  he  took  a  course 
m  Bacon’s  Mercantile  College  at  Madison,  Wis. 
which  was  among  the  pioneer  business  institutions 
m  the  country.  During  the  remainder  of  that 
year,  he  was  engaged  in  closing  up  a  large  amount 
of  property  interests  for  his  father. 

The  marriage  of  Orville  S.  Cohoon,  March  16, 
1857,  united  him  with  Miss  Juliett  R.  Wooster,  of 
Beloit,  Wis.,  and  the  young  couple  located  on  the 
farm  he  now  owns  and  occupies  on  the-  8tli  of 
Apdl  following.  Mrs.  Juliett  Cohoon  died  April 
4,  1864,  and  was  buried  at  Beloit,  Wis.  Our  sub¬ 
ject  continued  thereafter  in  agricultural  pursuits 
which  had  previously  occupied  his  attention,  and 
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followed  literally  theinjunctioii  given  bv  Solomon 
that  after  you  have  taken  hold  of  the  plow  "never 
look  back.”  He  divided  and  subdivided  bis  farm 
into  fields  of  convenient  size,  suitable  for  the  pas¬ 
turage  of  stock  and  the  raising  of  grain,  and  also 
aided  in  opening  roads  and  building  bridges  and 
embellished  his  farm  with  substantial  barns  and  a 
neat  residence,  and  notably  with  trees  and  shrub¬ 
bery. 

In  all  his  labors  our  subject  has  received  the  ef¬ 
ficient  aid  of  his  devoted  wife,  to  whom  he  was 
married  January  26,  .1865,  She  was  formerly  Miss 
Anna  H.  Field,  of  Whitmore  Lake,  Mich.,  and 
was  born  at  Niagara  Falls,  N.  Y.,  October  9,  1829. 
Having  no  children  of  their  own,  they  have  reared 
two  children,  a  boy  and  a  girl,  who  are  now 
married  and  have  families  of  their  own.  Then- 
farm  and  home  is  their  paradise,  and  the}'  have 
ever  retained  their  faith  in  the  great  Master  Spirit 
of  the  Universe  as  the  Master  of  the  situation,  in 
whose  hands  they  rest  their  case  with  perfect  assur¬ 
ance  that  after  the  acts  of  this  life  have  been 
played,  the  next  will  be  on  a  grander  scale,  filled 
with  opportunities  that  all  may  reach,  and  that  on 
the  shores  of  eternity  there  will  be  no  friction  of 
mmd  and  heart,  but  all  will  be  peace  and  happiness 
forever  more. 


NDES  F.  ENGSTROM,  agent  for  the  C.  W. 

Prescott  Nursery,  of  Marengo,  111.,  and 
I  IS)  gardener  of  Rockford,  has  resided  on  a 
W  '  small  but  very  productive  farm  near  the 
city  limits  for  the  past  seven  years.  He  makes  a 
specialty  of  small  fruits  and  vegetables,  and  is  well 
paid  for  his  time  and  trouble. 

Previous  to  coming  to  Rockford,  Mr.  Engstrom 
had  been  a  resident  of  Malta,  DeKalb  County  Ill 
and  was  a  maker  and  dealer  in  boots  and  shoes" 
He  came  to  this  country  in  1857,  resided  for  a 
short  time  in  Geneva,  this  Stale,  and  then  for 
wenty-eight  years  was  a  resident  of  Malta.  In 
1884,  he  came  to  Rockford,  where  he  has  carried 
on  a  successful  business  ever  since. 

He  was  born  in  Jonkoping,  Sweden,  August  17, 
looi,  and  in  connection  with  agricultural  pursuits,  j 


with  which  he  became  familiar  in  his  3routh,,.ho  was 
taught  the  shoe-maker’s  trade.  He  took  passage  for 
America,  and,  after  five  weeks  and  two  days,  or 
on  the  10th  of  October,  1857,  be  lauded  in  Boston, 
Mass.  From  there  he  came  to  Geneva,  Ill.  He 
was  the  first  of  his  family  to  touch  American  soil. 
Since  then,  he  has  been  joined  by  a  sister,  Mrs.  P, 
A.  Peterson,  who  resides  at  No.  1106  Second  Ave<- 
nue,  Rockford,  and  whose  husband  is  foreman  of 
the  West  End  Furniture  Company. 

The  paronts  of  our  subject  passed  their  entire 
days  in  Sweden,  the  father,  Isaac  Gustavson,  hav¬ 
ing  died  when  forty-six  years  of  age,  and  the 
mother,  Anna  E.  Engstron,  when  considerably 
younger.  The  father  was  a  shoemaker  and  farmer, 
and  was  twice  married,  his  first  wife  being  the 
mother  of  our  subject.  The  second  wife  is  also 
deceased,  ° 

Andes  F.  Engstrom  joined  the  Swedish  Evan¬ 
gelical  Lutheran  Church  the  first  week  after  com¬ 
ing  here,  and  has  been  Deacon  in  the  same  for  the 
past  twenty  years,  and  Trustee  for  nmiyy  years. 
He  holds  membership  at  Do  Kalb,  III,  and' is  an 
active  worker  in  the  church.  While  at  Malta,  ho 
was  a  member  of  the  Town  Board  for  two  term* 
also  a  member  of  the  School  Board  as  Director  for 
years,  and  has  held  other  local  positions.  He  1ms 
ever  been  a  sound  Republican  in  politics,  and  is  a 
strong  advocate  of  the  principles  of  that  party. 

Miss  Wilhehneim  C.  Swasen,  whom  our  subject 
married  in  Malta,  ill.,  was  originally  from  Wester 
Gothland  Province,  Sweden,  born  in  1842,  and  came 
with  her  family  to  the  United  States  in  May,  1852. 
The  family  first  settled  in  Chicago,  but  moved  from 
there  to  Geneva  three  years  later,  and  thence  to 
Malta,  after  a  residence  of  about  the  same  length 
of  time.  There  as  a  family  they  resided  for  some 
time.  Her  parents,  J.  George  and  Mary  (John¬ 
son)  Swasen,  now  reside  near  tlicir  daughter,  Mrs. 
Engstrom,  of  this  notice.  They  were  both  natives 
of  Wester  Gothland,  Sweden,  and  the  father  fol¬ 
lowed  the  trade  of  a  shoemaker  nearly  all  his  life. 
Life-long  members  of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran 
•Church,  they  arc  well  respected,  and  although  sev¬ 
enty-seven  and  eighty-one  years  of  ago,  respec¬ 
tively,  both  enjoy  comparatively  good  health.  The 
father  is  a  Republican  in  politics!  Of  the  six  chil- 
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dren  born  to  this  much-esteemed  couple,  only  Mrs. 
Rngstrom  is  now  living.  A  brother,  Dr,  Alfred,  a 
promising  young  physician  of  Chicago,  died  when 
twenty-nine  years  of  age.  The  others  were  John, 
Josephine,  Mary  and  Joseph,  *U  of  whom  died 
when  under  ten  years  of  age. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rngstrom  are  tho  happy  parents 
of  five  interesting  children:  Anna  M.,  wife  of  Os- 
car  Hail,  who  is  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Engstrom 
f  ial1’  mc!'clmnte’  No.  324  State  Street,  Roclc- 
ford;  Theodore  V.,  a  partner  of  Mr.  Ilall,  married 
liss  Florence  Beatty,  a  daughter  of  Rev.  Robert 
Beatty,  of  Rockford;  Lillian  C.,  at  home;  Alfred 
A.,  studying  law  at  tho  Northwestern  Univer- 
sity  at  Chicago;  Ebenezer  W.,  at  home,  attending 
High  School.  All  are  intelligent,  bright  children. 


fc^ORACR  0.  SEARS  has  witnessed  the  great 
11 )}  Cbange  Wrou£llt  hy  t!lc  hand  of  man  in 
'W  bringing  Boone  County  from  a  state  of  na- 


W  ture  to  its  present  condition  as  one  of  tho 
nchest  and  most  highly-developed  counties  in 
Northern  Illinois.  He  is  at  present  residing  on 
section  30,  Bonus  Township,  and  may  well  take 
piide  in  what  he  has  done  to  aid  in  producing  this 
wonderful  result.  Ho  is  what  maybe  termed  a 
self-made  man,  loved  and  respected  by  all  who 
know  him. 

Born  in  Bristol,  Ontario  County,  N.  Y.,  October 
R  1819,  our  subject  is  a  son  of  Alden  and  Delaney 
("V  inccnt)  Sears,  tho  former  of  whom  was  born  in 
Dighton,  Mass.,  in  1770,  and  died  in  the  above- 
named  town  and  county  in  New  York,  February 
28,  1829.  The  mother  was  a  native  of  Rhode 
Island,  and  passed  away  in  Bonus  Township,  this 
county,  August  27,  1841.  The  first  ancestor  of 
our  subject  who  came  to  the  United  States  in  1639, 
bore  the  given  name  of  Richard,  and  spelled  his 
name  Baers.  The  mother  of  our  subject  came  to 
Boone  County  in  company  with  her  seven  sons 
and  three  daughters,  all  of  whom  are  deceased 
with  the  exception  of  our  subject,  who  was  the 
youngest  in  tho  family,  On  coming  hither,  they 
stopped  for  four  months  at  Lockport,  Uns  State, 
and  on  making  settlement  in  Boone  Gorin ty,  bought 


s.  claims,  aggregating  over  one  thousand  acres,  on 
a  four  hundred  acres  of  which  our  subject  resides. 
3  The  brothers  commenced  industriously  the  work 
5  of  clearing  the  new  farm  and  erecting  thereon  the 
1  finest  set  of  buildings  in  the  county.  It  has  since 
been  divided,  however,  each  of  the  sons  being  the 
J  owner  of  a  fine  estate. 

Horace  0,  Sears  remained  at  home  with  his 
1  mother  until  her  decease,  when,  May  12,  1842,  he 
was  married  to  Harriet  A.  Ames,  whose  birth  oc¬ 
curred  April  9,  1820,  in  Colchester,  Chittenden 
1  County,  Yt.  Mrs.  Sears  was  the  daughter  of  Will- 

liam  and  Polly  Ames,  also  natives  of  the  Green 
Mountain  State,  who  emigrated  to  this  county  as 
early  as  1834,  where  they  spent  the  remainder  of 
their  lives.  Mrs.  Sears  had  twelve  brothers  and 
sisters,  only  six  of  whom  are  living. 

Mrs.  Harriet  A.  Sears  departed  this  life  at  her 
home  December  6,1877, having  become  the  mother 
Of  four  children,  viz.:  Henry  O.,  who  was  born 
March  22, 1843,  died  when  fourteen  years  of  age- 
Edward  C.,  born  March  29,  1845,  married  Miss 
Jennie  McGlashen,  and  is  the  father  of  a  son  and 
daughter;  Charles  A.,  born  November  27,  1846 
married  Miss  Belle  Sisson,  and  is  the  father  of  ono 
child;  Theron  M.,  born  April  7,  1849,  married 
Sarah  Culbertson,  and  is  the  father  of  nine  chil¬ 
dren. 

He  of  whom  we  write  has  been  the  incumbent 
of  Various  positions  of  honor  and  trust,  having 
held  the  office  of  Supervisor  for  the  past  four- 
years.  He  is  a  Republican  of  the  strongest  type 
[  having  voted  for  William  Henry  Harrison*,  and  Ms 
grandson.  He  is  an  active  and  earnest  worker  in  the 
Congregational  Church,  as  was  also  his  wife,  which 
denomination  they  joined  soon  after  its  organiza¬ 
tion  In  this  part  of  the  county.  IIe  has  worked 
his  way  up  to  a  position  of  competence,  nil  through 
lus  own  efforts,  he  having  been  well-equipped  for 
the  struggle,  with  energy,  determination  and  a 
good  capacity  for  skillful  labor,  besides  being  a 
man  of  steady  habits,  thorough  conscientiousness 
and  unswerving  integrity.  He  is  now  spending 
the  evening  of  his  life  in  quiet  retirement,  sur¬ 
rounded  by  the  comforts  which  are  the  result  of 
his  toil  in  former  years. 

A  more  loving  and  kind  father,  estimable  neigh- 
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bor  and  honorable  man  than  Horace  0.  Sears  is  not 
to  be  found  within  the  confines  of  Boone  County. 
His  great  misfortune  was  the  loss  of  his  noble  and 
truo  wife  who  has  preceded  him  to  the  laud  beyond, 
her  death  haying  Recurred  December  6.  1877. 


eHARLES  E.  HALLOCK,  President  of  the 
village  of  Pecatonica,  has  for  a  number  of 
years  been  prominently  identified  with  its 
business  and  political  affairs,  and  is  the  proprietor 
of  a  large  furniture  establishment.  He  occupies  a 
leading  position  in  his  line  of  trade  and  main  tains 
a  high  reputation  for  uprightness,  commercial  en¬ 
terprise  and  progress,  while  his  success  makes  more 
prominent  every  year  the  honorable  policy  for 
which  the  establishment  is  conspicuous. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  ‘Reuben  Ilnllock,  was 
born  near  Albany,  N,  Y.,  May  20,  1804,  and  came 
West  to  Illinois  in  1836,  the  journey  being  made 
on  the  Erie  Canal  to  Buffalo,  thence  by  the  Lakes 
to  Chicago,  and  thence  with  cattle  to  Ogle  County, 
where  he  entered  land  from  the  Government  and 
engaged  in  its  cultivation  until  1872.  He  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Harriet  A.  Sperry, 
who  was  born  January  1,  1814,  in  New  York,  and 
they  became  the  parents  of  ten  children,  live  of 
whom  are  still  living. 

In  1872,  Reuben  Hallock  traded  his  Ogle  County 
property  for  land  in  Pecatonica  Township,  Win¬ 
nebago  County,  which  is  now  owned  by  our  sub¬ 
ject  and*  comprises  one  hundred  and  forty  acres. 
At  the  home  which  he  there  established  the  father 
died  at  the  age  of  seventy-seven.  He  was  a  man 
of  the  utmost  probity,  firm  in  his  convictions  and 
a  stanch  adherent  to  the  principles  of  equity  and 
justice.  In  his  politics,  he  -was  first  an  old-line 
Whig  and  afterward  voted  the  Republican  ticket 
until  Gen.  Hancock  was  nominated  for  tho  Presi¬ 
dency,  at  which  time  he  supported  that  famous 
general.  Ilis  wife  survived  him  until  1890,  when 
she  passed  away  at  the  home  of  our  subject,  a*ed 
seventy-six.  to 

Charles  E.  Hallock  was  born  in  Byron  Town¬ 
ship,  Ogle  County,  HI.,  Ju]y  31}  1856<  aiH]  is  of 
Scotch  descent.  He  remained  at  home  until  his 


father’s  death,  after  which  he  bought  out  the  in¬ 
terest  of  tho  other  heirs  in  order  to  gain  posses¬ 
sion  of  the  old  homestead.  Tho  farm  with  all  tho 
stock  thereon  was  willed  to  Charles  E.,  tho  youngs 
est  son,  but  he  was  to  pay  the  other  children  °a 
stipulated  sum,  which  is  now  paid.  Ilia  marriage, 
May  28,  1882,  united  him  with  Miss  Ella  R.  Ryan, 
who  was  born  in  Pecatonica,  HI.,  January  5,  1861, 
tiie  daughter  of  Stephen  and  Catherine  Ryan,  resi¬ 
dents  of  Rockford.,  One  child  has  been  born  of 
the  union,  Stephen  0.,  who  was  bom  March  6, 1891. 

After  his  marriage,  our  subject  remained  on  the 
old  homestead  until  August  1,  1886.  when  he  was 
appointed  Postmaster  of  Pecatonica, and  removed 
to  the  village,  where  ho  has  since  resided.  He 
served  efficiently  as  Postmaster  during  the  admin¬ 
istration  of  President  Cleveland,  meanwhile  also 
carrying  on  his  furniture  business.  He  holds  an 
interest  in  the  shoe  factory  at  Pecatonica,  and  is  a 
Stockholder  in  the  Rockford  Daily  Star.  His  wife 
is  a  member  of  the  Catholic  Church  and  he  is  liberal 
in  his  religions  views.  Socially,  he  is  identified 
with  Eureka  Camp  No.  50,  M,  W.  A. 


|  MLTER  TRUMBULL.  This  go 
Xm  *s  one  of  the  influential  citizens  of 
V/V  Rockford,  was  born  across  the  ocean  in 
Roxburghshire,  Scotland,  his  natal  day  being  May 
22,  1815,  Ilis  parents  were  Walter  and  Ellen 
(Oliver)  Trumbull,  also  natives  of  Scotland,  whore 
they  passed  tbe  remainder  of  their  days.  They 
reared  a  family  of  six  children,  of  whom  our  sub¬ 
ject  was  the  only  one  that  settled  in  America. 

Walter  Trumbull  was  reared  in  his  native  land 
and  resided  under  the  parental  roof  until  reaching 
his  eighteenth  year,  at  which  time  he  came  to  Amer¬ 
ica  in  company  with  a  neighboring  family,  setting 
sail  from  Liverpool  and  landing  on  tbe  shores  of 
the  New  World  thirty-nine  days  later.  He  located  in 
Delaware  County,  N.  Y.,  and  there  learned  the  trade 
Of  a  carpenter.  In  1888,  lie  went  South  to  Georgia, 
and  m  Augusta  followed  tho  trade  of  a  millwright 
during  the  summer  months  and  spent  the  winter 
season  in  the  mountains.  Five  yearn  later,  he  re- 
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turned  to  the  Empire  State  and  with  the  exception 
of  visiting  the  South  two  or  three  times  was  a  con¬ 
tinuous  resident  there  until  1855,  which  was  the 
date  of  his  advent  into  Rockford,  when  lie  pur¬ 
chased  the  home  which  he  has  since  occupied.  His 
residence  is  pleasantly  located  on  the  southeast 
corner  of  State  and  Fifth  Streets,  and  the  family  of 
Mr.  Trumbull  ranks  among  the  best  residents  of  the 
city. 

The  original  of  this  sketch  was  actively  engaged 
as  contractor  and  builder  until  1889,  since  which 
timo  he  has  lived  in  retirement,  enjoying  the  re¬ 
sults  of  his  early  toil.  In  1846,  he  was  married  to 
Elizabeth  A.  Chase,  who  was  born  in  Delaware 
County,  N.  Y.,  and  was  the  daughter  of  Edward 
B.  and  Julia  (Goodrich)  Chase.  The  maternal 
grandfather  of  Mrs.  Trumbull,  Walter  Chase,  was 
a  native  of  New  England,  and  a  prominent  citizen 
of  Delaware  County,  where  ho  was  elected  its  first 
Sheriff.  To  our  subject  and  his  estimable  wife 
have  been  born  throe  children :  Charles,  deceased ; 

I  rank  E,  and  Carrie  E.  The  son  married  Julia 
Shcdd,  and  Carrio  is  now  Mrs.  George  L.  Brown 
and  the  mother  of  two  children,  Arthur  T.  and 
Frank  II.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Trumbull  are  active  mcm- 
bers^of  the  Westminister  Presbyterian  Church,  and 
in  politics,  our  subject,  though  formerly  a  Whig, 
now  votes  the  Republican  party.  & 

AVID  PERRY,  retired,  owns  a  comfortable 
homo  at  No.  1018  Charles  Street,  Rock¬ 
ford,  also  a  fine  double  flat  on  Eighth 
Street,  and  is  one  of  the  city’s  prosperous 
citizens.  He  was  originally  from  Now  York,  his 
birth  occurring  in  Cayuga  County,  of  that  State, 
in  .1825,  and  ho  became  familiar  with  the  duties  of 
the  farm  at  an  early  age.  He  is  a  son  of  Ozias 
Perry,  and  the  grandson  of  Ozias  Perry,  Sr.,  the 
latter  a  native  of  the  Green  Mountain  State,  and 
for  seven  years  a  soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  War. 

Mr.  Perry  married  a  Vermont  lady,  Miss  Esther 
Marvin,  of  an  old  New  England  family,  and  after 
the  birth  of  several  of  their  children,  the  family 
emigrated  to  Cayuga  County,  N.  Y.,  where  they 
arrived  at  a  very  early  period.  They  opened  up  a 
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farm  in  the  wilds  of  that  county,  and  there  passed 
the  closing  scenes  of  their  lives,  both  dying  when 
about  eighty  years  of  age.  They  were  life-long 
members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  Tlieir  son, 
Ozias  Perry,  Jr.,  was  one  of  eleven  children,  all 
now  deceased,  and  was  but  a  boy  when  his  parents 
emigrated  from  Vermont  to  New  York  State.  He 
grew  to  manhood  in  Cayuga  County,  and  was 
there  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Eliza  Merchant 
a  native  of  New  York  State,  and  of  Dutch  descent. 

After  marriage,  Ozias  Perry,  Jr.,  and  Ms  wife 
resided  in  Cayuga  County  until  all  tlieir  children 
were  born,  and  then,  in  1849,  the  family  came  to 
Illinois,  settling  in  Cherry  Valley.  They  opened 
a  new  farm,  made  many  improvements  on  it,  and 
there  the  parents  passed  the  closing  scenes  of  their 
lives,  the  mother  dying  on  the  11th  of  April,  1876 
when  sixty-nine  years  of  age,  and  the  father  in 
1890,  when  eighty-nine  years  of  age.  The  latter 
was  a  Universalist  in  his  belief,  and  both  were 
worthy  people,  Of  the  five  children  born  to  them 
all  are  living,  and  all  arc-married  and  have  fami¬ 
lies.  Two  sons  reside  on  farms  in  Iowa,  and  two 
daughters  are  living  in  Bolvidere,  Ill. 

David  Perry,  our  subject, -was  the  eldest  of  this 
family,  and  reached  his  twenty-first  year  in  his  na¬ 
tive  county.  Two  years  after  his  parents  had  set¬ 
tled,  in  Winnebago  County,  lie  followed  them,  and 
was  married  in  Boone  County  of  that  State,  to 
Miss  Charity  Van  Alstine,  a  native  of  Montgomery 
County,  N.  Y.,  born  January  7,  1832,,  and  the 
daughter  of  John  N.  and  Jemima  (Tymeson)  Van 
Alstine,  natives  also  of  the  Empire  State,  and  of 
Dutch  stock.  Her  parents  passed  their  entire 
lives  in  Montgomery  Comity,  and  the  old  home  is 
still  in  the  hands  of  the  family.  They  were  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  Mr.  Van  Alstine 
was  the  son  of  Rev.  Patriot  Nicholas  Van  Alstine. 
The  former  had  one  son,  Cornelius  Van  Alstine, 
who  served  in  the  United  States  Navy  as  Lieuten¬ 
ant  Commander,  and  was  on  a  coasting  vessel. 

He  was  a  West  Point  graduate,  and  served 
his  country  with  great  bravery,  winning  many 
laurels  for  his  courage  and  gallant  conduct.  An¬ 
other  son,  Deloss  Van  Alstine,  was  also  in  the 
Civil  War,  enlisting  in  the  Ninety-second  Illinois 
Infantry,  and  serving  in  many  of  the  prominent 
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engagements.  Mrs.  Perry,  wife  of  our  subject,  is 
the  youngest  but  one  of  the  four  children  now  liv¬ 
ing. 

After  h’S  marriage,  Hr.  Perry  began  fanning  in 
Cherry  ’Valley,  and  by  his  industry  and  good  man¬ 
agement,, soon  became  the  owner  of  much  valuable 
property.  lie  owns  two  hundred  and  eighty  acres 
in  the  valley,  all  well  improved  with  two  sets  of 
buildings,  and  he  also  owns  six  hundred  and  forty 
acres  of  fine  land  in  Pocahontas  County,  Iowa. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Perry  are  the  parents  of  two  children: 
Ciark  married  Miss  Alice  Lamb,  and  now  resides 
on  the  form  in  Iowa;  he  has  five  children;  EllaM., 
David  R.,  Jessie  M.,  Ethel  and  Frank.  The  other 
child,  a  daughter,  Ella  F.,  married  L.  Keith,  and 
they  have  one  child,  Flora  June;  they  reside  in 
Rockford.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Perry  are  members  of  the 
Christian  Union  Church,  and  Mr.  Perry  is  a  Repub¬ 
lican  in  politics. 


H ARLES  W.  HIZER,  a  retired  farmer  resid¬ 
ing  in  Rockford,  and  one  of  the  early  set¬ 
tlers  of  the  county,  was  born  in  Oneida 
County,  N.  Y.,  on  the  18th  of  October,  1830,  and 
is  one  of  five  children  whose  parents  were  Adam 
and  Lucy  (Shepard)  Hizer,  both  of  whom  were  na¬ 
tives  of  the  .Empire  State.  The  paternal  grand¬ 
father  of  our  subject,  Henry  Hizer,  was  a  shoe¬ 
maker  by  trade,  but  during  the  greater  part  of  his 
life  followed  forming  in  Herkimer  County,  where 
he  died  at  the  age  of  sixty  years.  The  parents  of 
our  subject  emigrated  to  Illinois,  locating  in  Win¬ 
nebago  County,  where  they  residod  for  many 
years.  The  father  died  in  Ogle  County,  at  an  ad¬ 
vanced  age,  and  the  mother,  who  survived  him 
twelve  years,  died  in  Hew  Milford  Township,  this 
county,  where  about  eighty  years  of  age.  They 
were  adherents  of  the  Methodist  Church,  and  were 
highly-respected  people.  All  of  their  children  are 
yet  living  and  have  married. 

Charles  W.  Hizer.  whose  name  heads  this  record 
was  reared  upon  his  father's  farm,  and  resided  in 
the  Empire  .State  until  emigrating  to  Illinois  some 
thirty-five  years  ago.  He  was  married  in  Lewis 


County,  N.  Y.,  the  lady  of  his  choice  being  Miss 
Mary  Starkweather,  a  native  of  Lewis  County,  and 
a  daughter  of  Palmer  and  Anna  Starkweather,  who 
were  born,  reared  and  married  in  New  York.  Mrs. 
Hizer’s  parents  came  to  Illinois  and  lived  with 
their  daughter,  Mrs.  Hizer.  The  father  died  while 
visiting  in  his  native  State,  and  the  mother  passed 
away  at  the  home  of  her  daughter,  in  this  county. 

On  coming  to  Illinois;  Mr.  Hizer  located  upon' a 
form  in  Burritt  Township,  Winnebago  County, 
where  he  improved  and  developed  eighty  acres  of 
lahd.t  He  afterward  removed  with  his  family  to 
Rockford  Township,  and  the  form  which  he  pur¬ 
chased  is  still  in  his  possession.  It  is  a  one  hun- 
!  dred  Rnd  thirty-acre  tract  of  valuable  land  under 
a  high  state  of  cultivation,  and  well  supplied  with 
good  buildings.  In  addition  to  this,  lie  also  owns 
fifty  acres  near  the  city.  lie  was  an  enterprising 
and  successful  farmer,  and  in  the  pursuit  of  his 
business,  acquired  a  valuable  property,  which  now 
enables  him  to  live  a  retired  life.  After  many 
years!  devoted  to  agriculture,  he  came  to  Rockford 
about  seven  years  ago,  and  has  since  rested  in  the 
enjoyment  of  the  fruits  of  his  former  toil.  In 
politics,  he  is  independent,  voting  for  the  man 
whom  he  thinks  best  qualified  to  fill  the  office,  re¬ 
gardless  of  party  affiliations. 

Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hizer  have  been  born  six 
children,  four  of  whom  are  yet  living;  Willard  H., 
a  successful  florist  and  botanist,  is  now  carrying  on 
a  greenhouse;  Celia,  Euscbia  and  Charles  are  still 
at  home;  Fred  and  Sarah  are  deceased.  The  fam¬ 
ily  is  one  well  known  in  this  community,  end 
worthy  of  the  high  regard  in  which  it  is  bold. 

A /ID  ANDREW,  a  retired  farmer,  living  at 
Ms  pleasant  and  beautiful  homo  at  No.  803 
North  Court  Street,  Rockford,  was  horn  in 
Argyleshire,  Scotland,  July  2,  1837,  and  was 
the  second  in  order  of  birth  in  a  family  of 
eleven  children.  He  is  of  pure  Scotch  origin.  His 
father,  John  Andrew,  was  born  in  Argyleshire  and 
there  wedded  Miss  Mary  Brown,  who  came  of  a 
good  Scotch  family.  After  the  birth  of  three  of 
their  children,  jitey  joined  a  number  of  families 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


1213 


who  were  emigrating  to  America.  They  sailed 
from  Greenwich  in  1840,  and  after  six  weeks 
landed  at  Now  York,  whence  they  went  by  way 
of  the  Lakes  to  Chicago,  and  came  overland  to 
Winnebago  County,  where  John  Andrew  began 
life  upon  a  new  farm,  which  is  still  the  home  of 
his  family.  He  was  then  in  limited  circumstances, 
out  through  his  own  efforts  became  well-to-do.  In 
those  early  days,  however,  he  had  to  bear  many 
hardships  and  privations  incident  to  pioneer  life. 
Ho  hauled  many  a  load  of  grain  to  Chicago,  which 
was  then  the  nearest  market  of  any  importance. 
II'8  <lenUl  occurred  at  the  age  of  lifty-one  years. 
His  wife  is  yet  living  at  the  advanced' age  of  four¬ 
score  years,  and  is  well  preserved  both  mentally 
and  physically.  She  makes  her  homo  with  her 
youngest  son ,  Thomas.  Like  her  h usbnnd,  she  has 
been  a  life-long  member  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church.  Of  the  children,  one  died  at  the  age  of 
eighteen  years,  but  the  other  ten  are  still  living 
and  have  all  married. 

Mr.  Andrew,  of  this  .sketch,  was  brought  to  Illi¬ 
nois  when  only  three  years  of  age,  and  upon  his 
father  s  farm  in  Harlem  Township,  ho.  was  roared 
to  manhood  in  thj  usual  manner  of  fanner  lads. 
After  attaining  to  mature  years,  he  chose  as  a  com¬ 
panion  and  helpmate  on  life’s  journey  Miss  Lizzie 
Brown,  their  union  being  celebrated  in  Hamilton 
County,  near  Cincinnati,  Ohio.  The  lady  was  I 
born  in  that  locality  of  Scotch  parentage,  being  a 
daughter  of  Alex  and  Margaret  (Brown)  Brown, 
natives  of  Scotland.  Her  parents  were  married  in 
that  country  and  immediately  afterward  crossed 
the  Atlantic,  settling  near  Cincinnati,  where  Mr. 
Brown  followed  farming  until  his  death,  at  the  age 
Of  eighty-one.  His  wife  bow  lives  with  a  *on  and 
daughter,  and  is  eighty-three  years  of  ago. 

Sirs.  Andrew  was  educated  at  College  Hill,  Ohio, 
and  is  a  cultured  and  most  estimable  lady.  By  her 
marriage,  she  became  the  mother  of  two  children, 
but  John,  the  only  son,  died  at  the  age  of  seven’ 
years.  The  daughter,  .Maggie  B.,  is  still  at  homo. 

As  before  stated,  they  reside  at  No.  803  North  Court 
Street.  The  Andrew  household  is  the  abode  of 
hospitality,  and  its  members  rank  high  in  social 
circles.  The  parents  and  their  daughter  are  room- 
bers  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  of  this  city. 


When  Mr.  Andrew  entered  upon  his  business 
career,  he  located  at  Argylc  Station,  where  for 
twenty-Qve  years  be  carried  on  businesses  a  dealer 
in  grain,  lumber,  and  coal.  His  surolus  earnings 
he  has  invested  in  real  estate  and  now  owns  some 
•good  property  in  Boone  County,  also  in  Rockford. 
He  was  very  successful  in  bis  undertakings,  and 
as  the  result  of  his  enterprise  met  with  a  well- 
deserved  prosperity.  He  was  recognized  as  one  of 
the  leading  citizens  of  his  township,  prominent  in 
all  public  affairs,  and  a  leader  among  his  fellow- 
countrymen.  Since  the  month  of  November,  1888, 
he  has  lived  a  retired  life  in  Rockford. 


jff-f  RAN  In.  A.  blHCIIER,  who  from  early-life 
J|p®)  has  made  his  own  way  in  the  world,'  and 
by  liis  own  efforts  acquired  a  handsome 
property,  has,  since  188(5,  dealt  in  wines  and  liqu- 
ors  at  Nos.  103  and  105  East  State  Street,  his  estab¬ 
lishment  being  one  of  the  finest  of  the  kind  in  the 
city.  His  life  record  is  as  follows:  lie  was  born 
in  Saxony,  Germany,  July  15,  184H,  and  comes  of 
a  wealthy  and  prominent  family.  His  father  and 
grandfather,  both  of  whom  bore  the  name  of 
William,  wore  successful  and  extensive  lumbermen, 
further  mention  of  them  being  made  in  tbe  sketch’ 
of  Berhard  Fischer,  on  another  page  of  this  work 
Li  the  family  were  six  brothers,  all  of  whom  grew 
to  manhood  and  became  wealth}'.  One  died  very 
recently  in  New  York,  leaving  a  large  estate. 

Frank  obtained  a  good  education  in  his  native 
land,  and  at  the  age  of  fourteen  began  clerking  in 
a  hardware  house.  Four  years  later  he  sailed  for 
America,  taking  passage  at  Hamburg,  and  at 
length  landed  in  New  York.  It  was  in'l8G7  that 
he  arrived  in  Rockford,  where  he  has  since  made 
his  home,  and  been  actively  engaged  in  business, 
a  part  of  the  time  as  a  partner  of  his  brother.  Not 
only  is  he  a  dealer  in  wines  and  liquors,  but  he  is 
also  a  stockholder  in  the  Merchants’  and  Manufac¬ 
turers’  National  Bank,  and  owns  an  interest  in  the 
Electric  Manufacturing  Company,  of  Rockford 
He  possesses  good  business  ability,  is  enterprising 
and  industrious,  and  by  his  untiring  efforts  lias 
accumulated  considerable  property. 
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In  Rockford,  Mr.  Fischer  led  to  the.  marriage 
altar  Miss  Minnie  Strese,  who  was  born  in  Jeffer¬ 
son  City,  Wis,,  and  is  a  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Ludwig  Strese,  both  natives  of  Germany.  A  short 
time  after  their  marriage  they  emigrated  to  this 
country,  locating  in  Jefferson  City,  where  they  are* 
now  living.  The  daughter  was  there  reared  and 
educated,  remaining  at  home  until  her  marriage. 
She  is  one  of  a  family  of  six  children.  After  their 
marriage,  Mr.  Fischer  brought  his  wife  to  Rock¬ 
ford,  and  they  hold  a  prominent  position  among 
the  people  of  his  nationality  in  this  city,  having  a 
wide  circle  of  friends  and  acquaintances. 

Mr.  Fischer  takes  quite  an  active  part  in  social 
affairs,  especially  with  the  Germania  Society,  of 
which  he  is  an  influential  and  leading  member. 
He  has  also  taken  considerable  interest  in  political 
affairs,  but  is  connected  with  no  party,  voting  for 
the  man,  regardless  of  party  affiliations. 


IHj)  EV.  GARRET  R.  VANIIORNE,  I).  I).,  the 
JMf  presidinS  elder  of  Dixon  District,  was 
®  born  in  Franklin  Township,  Bergen 
County,  N.  J.,  June  30,  1841.  His  father, 
John  Van  home,  was  a  native  of  the  same  county 
and  township,  and  the  grandfather,  Barney  Van- 
home,  was  also  born  there,  and  was  of  early  Dutch 
ancestry.  He  was  a  farmer,  and  spent  his  entire 
life  in  his  native  town.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
Dutch  Reformed  Church,  and  reared  his  children 
in  the  same  faith. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  reared  upon  a 
farm,  and  learned  the  trade  of  a  tanner,  following 
that  for  a  time,  bnt  finally  bought  a  farm  in  the 
township  of  Franklin,  N.  J.,  and  after  that  carried 
on  faming  until  a  few  years  before  liis  death, 
when  he  retired  from  active  life,  and  spent  his 
last  days  in  the  city  of  Paterson,  N.  J.,  where  he 
breathed  his  last  October  19,  1891.  The  father  of 
our  subject  married  Martha  Terlmne,who  was  a  na¬ 
tive  of  Franklin,  N.  J.,  and  was  bom  May  25, 
1822,  living  until  June  11,  1881.  The  parents  of 
our  subject  both  joined  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  in  early  life,  and  the  father  served  as 


Steward,  Trustee,  and  Class-Leader;  also  as  Super¬ 
intendent  of  the  Sunday-school.  The  children 
who  arc  still  living  are  Cornelius,  Catherine,  our 
subject,  Sarah,  Albert  and  Rachel.  One  child,  John, 
died  at  the  age  of  three  years. 

Our  subject  received  his  early  education  in  the 
public  schools  of  the  town  of  Franklin,  arid  at  the 
age  of  sixteen  began  to  learn  the  trade  of  a  brick¬ 
layer,  serving  three  years  thereat,  and  then  left  his 
trade,  and  in  the  fall  of  1859  entered  Garrett 
Biblical  Institute,  at  Evanston,  Ill.,  and  remained 
there  until  August,  1861.  This  young  man,  like 
thousands  of  others,  threw  down  his  books  at  the 
call  of  his  country,  and  took  up  a  musket.  lie 
enlisted  in  Taylor’s  Battery  of  Light  Artillery,  of 
Chicago,  being  the  first  student  to  enlist  from  his 
school.  lie  was  in  the  battle  of  Frcderickslown, 
Mo.,  and  later  fought  at  Belmont,  the  first  battle 
in  which  Grant  was  commander.  Receiving  a 
wound  there,  he  was  sent  to  the  hospital  at  Cairo; 
typhoid  fever  afterward  set  in,  and  he  was  for 
eighty-two  days  under  the  surgeon’s  care,  and 
finally  received  his  honorable  discharge  on  account 
of  physical  disability,  by  order  of  Gen.  llalleek, 
and  went  homo  to  New  Jersey. 

After  fully  recuperating,  Mr.  Van  home  joined 
the  Newark  Conference,  and  officiated  as  a  minis¬ 
ter  of  the  Gospel  until  the  fall  of  1861,  when,  his 
health  again  failing,  he  returned  to  Illinois  in  Hie 
fall  of  1865,  when  he  joined  the  Rock  River  Con¬ 
ference.  lie  lias  been  a  member  of  that  organiza¬ 
tion  ever  since,  and  has  preached  at  the  following 
places:  Oregon,  Minooka,  Plainfield,  ltoehello,  De- 
Kalb,  Dixon,  on  Michigan  Avenue,  Chicago,  and 
in  Rockford.  While  in  charge  of  the  church  in 
the  latter-named  city,  our  subject  was  instru¬ 
mental  in  erecting  the  present  handsome  edifice. 
After  serving  as  pastor  of  the  Centennial  Church 
of  Rockford  for  three  years,  ho  was  appointed 
the  Presiding  Elder  of  the  Rockford  District, 
and  served  in  that  capacity  for  five  years,  when 
he  was  appointed  Presiding  Elder  of  the  Dixon 
District,  and  is  the  incumbent  of  that  position  at 
the  present  time,  serving  his  third  year. 

Miss  Jennie  A.  Munroc  became  the  wife  of  our 
subject  in  1865.  .She  was  born  in  Brownville, 
Jefferson  County,  N.  Y.,  October  18,  1817,  and  is 


n  daughter  of  George  Munroe.  I  lor  father,  who 
ww  horn  in  Lanark,  Scotland,  was  the  son  of 
IMmd  and  Jane  Munroc,  also  natives  of  that 
country.  They  came  to  the  United  Slates  in  an 
early  day,  and  located  in  Watertown,  N.  Y.,  where 
ttie  grandmother  died.  Mr.  Daniel  Munroe  came 
JV  eHt  o  this  State  in  181!),  making  a  location  in 
Wi  1  County,  where  he  purchased  a  farm  near 
YV  iltmng ton,  and  made  that  place  his  homo  the 
remainder  of  his  life.  The  father  of  Mrs.  Van- 
home  was  very  young  when  accompanying  his 
parents  to  America.  He  was  married  in  the  Em¬ 
pire  State  to  Sarah,  daughter  of  Henry  and 
Charity  Henze,  natives  of  New  York,  and  of  (ier- 
man  descent. 

Ceorgc  Munroc,  the  father  of  Mrs.  Van  home, 
continued  to  reside  in  New  York  until  1849  at 
which  time  he  came  to  the  Prairie  State,  and  pur-  i 
chased  a  farm  near  Florence,  Will  County.  There  ! 
he  followed  his  trade  of  moulder  for  two  winters,  j 
and  then  farmed  until  November,  1861,  when  lie  I 
was  elected  Sheriff  of  the  county,  serving  his  full  ! 
term.  Removing  to  Joliet,  he  opened  up  in  the,  ! 
grocery  business,  doing  a  large  retail  trade,  and  ! 
later  took  in  as  partner  his  son  George,  the  firm  I 
name  being  George  Munroe  &  Son.  In  addition  : 
to  the  grocery  business,  Mr.  Munroe  operated  ex¬ 
tensively  in  real  estate,  which  business  netted  him 
a  fine  income.  He  was  very  prominent  in  his 
locality,  and  departed  this  life  September  5,  1890, 

In  polities,  he  was  in  early  life  a  Democrat,  but  on 
the  organization  of  the  Republican  party,  joined 
iks  ranks,  lie  served  in  the  responsible  position 
of  Treasurer  of  Will  County.  He  was  widely  and 
favorably  known  throughout  the  community 
where  he  wns  held  in  high  esteem. 

hit',  and  Mrs.  Vanhorne  have  become  the  parents 
ot  three  children,  KvaM,,  Jennie  and  George.  The 
elder  daughter  became  the  wife  of  Oscar  J.  Wigell 
He  of  whom  wo  write  cast  his  first  Presidential 
vote  for  Abrnlmm  Lincoln,  since  which  time  lie 
lias  voted  the  Republican  ticket.  The  degree  of 
Doctor  of  Divinity  was  conferred  upon  him  by  , 
Mclvendry  (hr liege,  of  Illinois,  in  1888,  '  j 

I  he  Rev.  (.arret  R.  Vanhorne  was  elected  and  I 
served  as  reserve  delegate  to  the  general  Confer-  ! 
enee  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  1888.  ; 
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When  Dr.  Vincent  was  elected  Bishop,  he  was 
appointed  to  fill  that  vacancy  in  the  conference 
In  social  matters,,  he  is  a  Master  Mason,  and  is 
connected  with  the  Royal  Arch  Masons  at  Oreo-on 
He  is  also  a  member  of  Sycamore  Coramandery 
and  of  the  Forest  City  Lodge  No.  12,  A.  0.  U.  W\ 
He  is  a  Grand  Army  man,  and  holds  membership 
with  Nevius  Post  No.  1.  lie  is  Chaplain  of  the 
I  bird  Regiment,  Illinois  National  Guards,  and  is 
the  second  oldest  chaplain  in  the  State. 


|^3  DMUND  SNOWDON.  A  pleasantly  located 
,P  ^  and  fertile  tr^'t  of  land  on  section  15, 
Burritt  Township,  Winnebago  County,  is 
owned  and  occupied  by  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
;  ir°  ,s  now  giving  his  attention  to  its  cultivation 
:  Born  April  30,  1836,  m  Yorkshire,  England,  he  is 
!  a  son  of  Daniel  and  Ann  (Gambel)  Snowdon,  also 
|  nallves  (.)f  the  above-named  county,  where  they 
!  sPC»t  their  entire  lives  as  farmers, 
j  Edmund  Snowdon  was  the  only  member  of  the 
;  parental  family  to  come  to  America,  prior  to  which 
!  time  he  received  a  limited  education  in  his  native 
country.  He  commenced  to  work  out  at  the  a-e 
of  mne  years,  and  in  1855  sailed  from  Liverpool 
m  the  vessel  “Webster,”  Landing  at  New  York 
after  a  voyage  of  six  weeks.  Going  at  once  to 
huUoii  County,  N.  Y.,  Mr.  Snowdon  was  employed 
on  a  farm  there  for  a  year,  and  then  came  to 
Winnebago  County,  where  he  was  engaged  to  work 
on  a  farm  in  Harlem  Township,  for  three  years 
Desiring  to  see  something  of  the  far  West,  he  went 
to  California,  via  the  Isthmus  of  Panama,  and 
worked  on  a  ranch  for  the  three  succeeding  years 
and  on  returning  to  York  State  was  engaged  as  a 
farm  hand  for  another  twelvemonth.  Finally- 
making  a  permanent  location  in  Winnebago 
County,  Mr.  Snowdon  bought  a  farm,  upon  wint-h 
lie  is  residing  at  the  present  time,  and  which  then 
contained  eighty  acres,  since  which  time,  however 
he  has  added  ninety  acres  adjoining,  all  of  which 
is  pleasantly  located  on  the  Trask  Bridge  Road. 

the  lady  to  whom  our  subject  was  married 
April  3,  1865,  was  Miss  Pathenia  Sophia  Fell,  a rJ 
to  them  have  been  granted  three  children;  Belle 
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Cora  L.  and  Millie  G.  Mrs.  Snowdon  was  horn  j 
in  Cheshire.  England,'  where  her  father,  “William  • 
Fell,  was  born  September  6,  1806.  tier  grand-  : 
parents,  William  and  Sophia  Hartley  Foil,  spent  j 
their  entire  lives  in  that  shire.  William  Fell  i 
learned  the  trade  of  a  hand-weaver,  at  which  ho.  | 
worked  until  ten  years  of  age,  when  he  entered  j 
the  cotton  mills  in  Cheshire,  and  worked  until  1 
1843.  Then,  with  his  wife  and  three  children,  he  ■ 
crossed  the  ocean  to  America  in  the  sailing-vessel  ; 
“  Patrick  Henry,”  landing  at  Castle  Garden  after  j 
a  voyage  of  thirty  days.  Going  immediately  to  • 
Rhode  Island,  Mr.  Foil  made  that  State  his  home  j 
for  three  years,  and  then  came  to  Winnebago  : 
County,  which  was  at  that  time  very  sparsely  set-  . 
tied.  He  located  in  Durand  Township,  purchasing  : 
a.  tract  of  forty  acres,  upon  which  he  erected  a  log  1 
house,  and  commenced  at  once  to  improve  the  j 
farm.  He  erected  good  buildings  on  the  place,  j 
and  there  resided  until  1890,  when  he  removed  to  ; 
the  home  of  our  subject  and  his  wife.  The  maiden  j 
name  of  Mrs.  Fell  was  Sarah  Barningham,  a  native 
of  Yorkshire,  England,  who  died  on  the  home 
farm  in  1868, 

A  career  honorable  alike  to  himself  and  to  the 
community  in  which  he  resides,  Mr.  Snowdon  has 
shown  those  valuable  traits  of  character  without 
which  success  is  unattainable. 


E ROBERT  BAIT!!  is  Superintendent,  Director  j 
v  and  stockholder  of  the.  Desk  and  Furniture  ’ 
V|  Company  of  Rockford,  which  business  is  1 
^located  on  North  Second  Street,  at  what  ■ 
is  commonly  known  as  Knigbtvillc,  where  it 
was  established  in  1889.  Since  that  time,  Mr.  i 
Bauch  has  held  the  above-mentioned  positions,  and  ! 
through  his  able  management  the  business  has  been 
productive  of  the  best  results.  He  was  formerly 
Superintendent  of  the  Rockford  Cabinet  Company,  ( 
of  which  he  was  the  founder,  and  which  was  estab-  j 
lished  in  1886.  He  has  nowjmdcr  him  about  one  j 
hundred  men,  and  the  success  of  the  business  is  ; 
characterized  by  Iris  push  and  energy,  and  good  j 
judgment  and  executive  ability.  He  is  an  old,  | 


tried  and  practical  workman,  and  has  been  actively 
engaged  in  business  for  the  past  twenty-. five  years. 
He  was  fur  some  time  cm  ployed  as  a  practical 
workman  and  mechanic  with  the  large  furniture 
factory  of  A.  i).  Scam  &  Co.  (now  the  Cream  City 
Furniture  Company),  of  Milwaukee,  Wis.,  and  it 
was  while  in  that  city  that  he  learned  his  trade. 
Since  that  time,  ho  lias  given  his  best  efforts  to  Iris 
business, and  with  substantial  results.  He  invested 
bis  money  and  takes  a  deep  interest  in  theSiuindia 
Furniture  Company,  also  the  Diamond  Furniture 
Company,  and  is  a  Director  and  stockholder  in 
both,  besides  holding  Iris  present  position  with  the 
Desk  and  Furniture  Company,  to  which  he  gives 
his  personal  supervision.  His  whole  energy  and 
time  are  devoted  to  the  furniture  business,  and  he 
keeps  well  posted  in  all  matters  relating  to  the 
same. 

Mr.  Bauch  conies  of  Teutonic  stock,  but  was 
born,  however,  in  Milwaukee,  Wis,,  in  1864.  lie 
was  there  reared  and  educated,  receiving  a  prac¬ 
tical  training  in  the  city  schools;  ho  was  naturally 
u  practical  mechanic,  and  designer,  and  had  also  a 
wonderful  command  of  languages,  speaking  Eng¬ 
lish,  German  and  Swedish,  besides  understanding 
others.  This  is  of  great  importance  in  bis  busi¬ 
ness,  and  renders  his  services  of  much  value. 

He  was  the  eldest  of  eight  children,  live  sons  and 
three  daughters,  born  to  Gotlieb  G.  and  Baulina 
(Falko)  Bauch,  natives  of  Germany.  The  father  was 
reared  in  his  native  country,  and  there  learned  the 
weaver’s  trade.  Moon  after  his  marriage,  he  came  to 
the  Cnited  States  and  first-  located  in  Milwaukee, 
where  they  had  some  trouble  in  making  a  living, 
but  after  a  time  he  began  at  his  trade,  and  posses¬ 
sing  much  natural  ability,  soon  enmo  to  the  front, 
lie  became  Superintendent  and  Manager  for  Nieri- 
ner  A  Co.,  extensive  weavers  for  many  years  in  the 
(■ream  City,  and  after  continuing  will)  them  for 
some  time,  he  began  business  on  his  own  account. 
During  the  Civil  War,  he  served  with  a  Wisconsin 
regiment,  and  was  in  many  prominent  engage¬ 
ments,  receiving  a  wound  in  one  of  them  that  ren¬ 
dered  him  a  cripple  for  life.  Subsequently,  Mr. 
Bauch  took  up  a  soldier’s  uinim  at  Butternut  Creek, 
Wis.,  and  there  passed  the  closing  scenes  of  his  life, 
lie  had  been  a  sufferer  from  la  grippe,  and  after 
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recovering  somewhat,  although  .still  very  weak 
took  a  drive  behind  a  spirited  young  |,?am,  that 
finally  got  beyond  his  control;  the  carriage  was  up- 
set,  and  he  so  seriously  injured,  that  he ’died  in 
March,  188!),  when  about  seventy-three  years  of 
ngo.  11  o.  came  of  a  long-lived  stock,  and  his  father 
who  died  about  six  years  ago,  was  nearly  ope  hun- 
<  red  years  old.  The  mother  of  our  subject  is  still 
living,  and  makes  her  home  with  a  son,  Oscar  a 
dry-goods  merchant,  of  Milwaukee.  She  is  now 
March  13,  1802,  fifty-eight  years  of  age.  She  is  a 
member  of  the  German  Lutheran  Church,  and  her 
husband  was  also  connected  with  that  church.  Of 
the  children  horn  to  their  marriage,  all  are  living 
and  four  are  married. 

Robert  Bauch,  of  this  notice,  is  the  only  one  re¬ 
siding  in  Rockford.  He,  was  married  in  Rockton, 
III,  to  Miss  Flora  K.  Springer,  a  native  of  Maine 
horn  July  25,  1854,  and  the  daughter  of  Geor- 
VY.  and  Rosanna  (Guptill)  Springer,  both  of  Ger¬ 
man  nativity.  The  father  was  a  shoemaker  by 
trade,  who  is  now  deceased,  his  death  having  oc¬ 
curred  in  Rockton  in  1887.  II is  widow  hT still 
living,  resides  at  Beloit,  Wia.,  and  is  seventy-six 
>  ears  of  age.  Of  tim  eight  children  bom  to  (his 
worthy  couple,  airs.  Bauch  was  the  youngest  in 

order  of  birth.  One  son,  George  Springer,  was  a 
soldier  in  the  Union  army,  and  was  killed  while 
defending  the  Stars  and  Stripes. 

Mr.  Bauch  and  his  wife  are  both  working  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  First  Congregational  Church  of  Rock¬ 
ford.  Their  union  has  been  blessed  by  the  birth 
of  three  children,  two  of  whom  arc  living;  Robert 
!J;  aud  P*  A*  Florence  died  in  infancy.  In  pol¬ 
itics,  Mr.  Bauch  is  a  strict  Republican.  ' 

e-  ARL  O.  ASPROOTIL  baker  and  e,mfec- 
,  turner,  of  Rockford,  Ill.  One  of  the  salient 
.  _  features  of  the  business  men  in  the  cities  of 
1  Hinois  is  their  energy  and  push,  or,  as  the  Ameri¬ 
cans  pul  it,  ‘■‘go-aheaditiveness.”  Rockford  is  no  I 
exception  in  this  respect,  but  affords  a  striking- 
example  of  the  truth  of  the  assertion,  and  Mr.Caid 
O.  Asprooth  furnishes  us  with  a  striking  ease  hi 
point,  Jle  owns  a  line  business  building  at  No. 


i  106  Kishwaukee  Street,  the  same  being  22x80  feet, 
with  a  basement,  storerooms,  and  two  flats  above, 
j  the  whole  of  Ilis  building  being  the  north  half  of 
!  Union  Block, 

’  ^l*  Asprooth,  like  many  of  the  representative 

;  business  men  of  Rockford,  is  of  foreign  birth,  and 
|  first  saw  the  light  of  day  in  .Rmkoping,  Sweden 
j  December  15,  1846.  He  learned  bis  trade  in  his 
|  native  country,  and  when  about  twenty  years 
!  of  a&e>  c;ime  to  the  United  States.  His  father, 
j  Asprooth,  died  in  his  native  country  in 

’  1801,  when  seventy-four  years  of  age.  He  was  a 
■  Lieu tenant  in  the  regular  army  of  Sweden,  and 
;  was  a  peusioner  for  twenty  years  before  his  death. 

;  110  Jas  a  Prominent  man.  Ilis  father  was  a  native 
ol  Finland,  and  a  Finland  soldier.  After  the  war 
with  Russia,  the  latter  came  into  Sweden,  where  he 
became  a  Swedish  soldier,  and  where  he  died.  The 
mother  of  our  subject,  whose  maiden  name  was 
Iledwig  Rosenquist,  is  still  living  in  Sweden,  and 
although  seventy-six  years  of  age,  is  quite  active 
and  spry.  She  and  her  husband  were  members  of 
the  State  Church  of  Sweden  all  their  lives. 

Cad  0.  Asprooth  was  the  third  i.i  order  of  birth 
of  nine  sons  born  to  his  parents,  six  of  whom  are 
yet  living.  Two  are  in  Sweden:  Rev.  Conrad  L., 
a  Lutheran  minister,  married,  and  Martin,  a  rail¬ 
road  station  agent,  at  Frauae,  that  country.  He 
is  also  married.  The  other  brothers  are  in  this 
country.  Daniel  B.  works  for  our  subject;  Otto 
William  is  now  residing  in  the  northern  part  of  Cal¬ 
ifornia,  and  is  a  wood-dealer,  and  Frithof  is  a  let¬ 
ter-carrier  of  Rockford.  The  latter  married  Miss 
Emma  Bowman.  Carl  ().  came  to  Rockford  in 
1867,  and  followed  the  baker’s  trade  for  different 
individuals  until  1874,  when  he  branched  out  in 
business  on  his  own  account,  on  .East  State  Street 
continuing  there  until  recently,  when  he  came  to’ 
his  present  commodious  quarters.  This  building 
was  built  especially  for  bis  purpose,  and  is  complete 
in  every  department.  The  stock  is  complete  in 
every  detail,  and  of  the  best  quality,  which  in 
no  small  measure  is  due  his  extended  trade.  He 
is  a  stockholder  in  the  Rockford  Manufacturing 
Company,  the  Rockford  Baking  Company,  and  is 
intcicsted  in  oilier  local  matters. 

Air.  Asprooth  was  married,  in  this  city,  to  Miss 
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Selma  Ekblad, a  native  of  Wester  Gothland, Sweden,  j 
born  in  1851.  She  came  with  her  sisters  to  the  ; 
United  States  in  1869,  and  has  since  resided  in 
Rockford.  Her  father  died  in  Sweden  a  number 
of  years  ago,  and  after  his  death  his  widow  came 
to  the  States.  She  is  now  a  resident  of  Minneap-  ‘ 
olis,  Minn.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Asprooth  had  born  to 
their  union  seven  children:  Ellen  II.,  Fred  T., 
Segred  L.,  Eksell,  Oscar,  John,  and  Mabel.  1 


jhILLIAM  II.  RANDALL,  known  through- 
\/Jff  out  Northern  Illinois  as  one  of  the  prom- 
incut  horse-dealers,  has  invested  much  ! 
money  in  imported  equines,  and  a  lover  of  horse¬ 
flesh  would  be  pleased  with  the  fine  animals  to  he  , 
seen  on  his  place.  He  is  ranked  among  the  wealthy  i 
citizens  of  Winnebago  County,  and  is  at  present  i 
residing  in  Durand,  where  he  is  held  in  excel-  ■ 
lent  repute.  _  ! 

A  native  of  this  county,  our  subject  '  oni  j 
in  Pecatonica  Township,  October  24,  1855,  «ud  is 
the  son  of  Henty  J.  and  Calista  C.  (Walker)  Ran¬ 
dall.  Ills  early  life  was  passed  on  a  farm,  and  his 
education  was  obtained  in  the  schools  of  Durand 
and  Rockford,  he  having  been  a  resident  of  the 
former  place  since  seventeen  years  of  age.  The  j 
father  of  our  subject  was  a  dealer  in  horses,  which, 
before  the  days  of  railroads,  he  drove  to  California,  1 
and  had  the  honor  of  shipping  the  first  car-load  of  ! 
horses  over  the  Union  Pacific  Railway. 

William  II.  Randall  was  thirteen  years  of  age 
when  his  father  sent  him  alone  to  California  in 
charge  of  two  car-loads  of  horses,  which  business, 
he  has  been  engaged  in  since  sixteen  years  of  age. 

In  1875,  lie  formed  a  partnership  with  Herbert  L.  ’i 
Norton,  with  whom  be  is  still  associated.  The  firm  ! 
purchases  horses  in  various  parts  of  Illinois  and  ' 
Iowa,  and  for  the  last  four  seasons  have  bought  ; 
many  horses  in  the  St.  Louis  market,  Their  priii-  j 
cipal  shipments  have  been  to  the  Dakotas,  where 
they  have  established  an  enviable  reputation,  and 
are  doing  a  large  and  lucrative  business,  Mr,  Ran¬ 
dall  being  engaged  in  buying,  and  his  partner  in 
selling,  the  animals.  They  own  some  fourteen 
hundred  acres  of  land  in  Dakota,  and  for  five  years, 


carried  on  a  banking  business  at  Hamilton,  N.  Dak., 
at  which  place  they  also  own  a  hotel  and  livery. 
Messrs.  Randall  and  Norton  have  a  one-third 
interest  in  the  town  site  of  Hamilton,  which  has  a 
most  desirable  location,  and  have  aided  materially 
in  its  upbuilding.  The  firm  are  the  proprietors  of 
n  stock  ranch  on  Mouse  River,  North  Dakota,  and 
are  largely  interested  in  race,  running, and  trotting 
horses,  owning  “Wanderoo,”  a  famous  running 
horse. 

The  oiiginnl  of  this  sketch,  in  1887,  was  married 
to  Miss  Mary,  daughter  of  Judge  K.  G,  Allen,  of 
Sterling,  this  State.  Mrs.  Randall  was  born  in  that 
place  in  1865,  and  by  her  union  with  our  subject, 
has  become  the  mother  of  one  son,  Edgar,  who  was 
born  iu  November,  1888,  In  social  matters,  our 
subject  is  an  Odd  Fellow,  being  identified  with 
both  the  Subordinate  Lodge  and  Eneampmen  t.  1  n 
addition  to  the  numerous  interests  in  which  be  is 
engaged,  be  basin  his  possession  a  large  stock  farm, 
near  Durand,  lie  is  a  man  who  has  made  his  way 
in  the  world,  has  large  experience  in  his  branch  of 
work,  and  is  far-seeing  and  prudent  in  the  manage¬ 
ment  of  his  affairs.  To-day,  he  is  considered  one 
of  the  most  successful  and  wealthy  horsemen  in 
this  part  of  the  State,  and  we  predict  that  in  the 
near  future  he  is  destined  to  reach  even  a  higher 
round  in  the  ladder  of  fame  as  a  horse-breeder. 

Mr.  Randall  is  President  of  the  Durand  Driving 
Park  Association.  They  have  one  of  the  best  half- 
mile  tracks  in  the  State. 


UTNAM  B.  DICKERMAN,  a  well-known 
^jj  JP  fanner  of  New  Milford  Township,  Win- 
nebago  County,  residing  on  section  15, 
it,  first  opened  his  eyes  to  the  light  of  day  in 
Jewett,  Greene  Count}',  N,  Y.,  July  7,-  1840.  Ilia 
parents,  Joel  and  Eunice  (Bailey)  Dickorman,  were 
also  natives  of  the  same  county.  His  grandfather, 
Joel  Dickorman,  Sr.,  was  born  in  Connecticut,  and 
died  at  the  age  of  eighty  years,  leaving  two  sons 
and  two  daughters:  Amelia,  wife  of  Lucius  Pond; 
Joel,  father  of  our  subject;  Worcester  A,  and 
Catherine,  widow  of  Addison  Ramsey,  deceased. 
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The  grandmother  died  at  the  home  of  Our  subject, 
►September  G,  18G6,  at  the  age  of  eighty-one  years. 

I  utnam  Dickerman  acquired  a  good  English 
education,  and  between  the  ages  of  eighteen  and 
twenty-one  years,  engaged  in  teaching  in  the  win¬ 
ter  season,  and  in  farming  through  the  summer, 
but  on  the  1st  of  August,  1862,  lie  left  the  plow 
and  enlisted  in  the  One  Hundred  and  Twentieth 
New  1  ork  Infantry.  He  participated  in  the  battles  of 
Fredericksburg,  Chancellorsville,  and  Gettysburg 
where  two-thirds  of  his  company  were  killed,  while 
after  the  battle  but  three  responded  to  the  roll- 
call  Ho  took  part  in  thirteen  engagements  alto¬ 
gether,  including,  besides  those  mentioned,  the 
battle  of  Mine  Run,  the  battle  of  the  Wilderness, 
Spotsylvania,  Cold  Harbor,  Petersburg,  Straw¬ 
berry  Plains  and  Boydton.  Tim  engagement  there 
was  short  but  serious.  The  troops  were  once  in 
great  danger  of  being  captured,  but  under  cover 
°f  night  succeeded  in  making  their  escape.  Mr. 
Dickerman  was  sent  by  his  Colonel  to  the  hos¬ 
pital,  on  account  of  ill  health,  and  returned  home 
in  February,  1865.  He  rejoined  his  regiment  in 
April,  but  soon  afterward  Lee  surrendered,  and  he 
was  mustered  out  at  Kingston  on  the  8th  of  June. 
He  went  into  the  service  as  Fifth  Sergeant  and 
e-ame  out  as  Second  Lieutenant.  lie  was  ever  a 
faithful  soldier,  always  at  his  post  of  duty,  and 
may  well  be  proud  of  his  army  record. 

Mr.  Dickerman  was  married  in  Jewett,  N.  Y 
Hepember  12,  1865,  to  Emily  F.  Peek,  of  that  city’ 
daughter  of  Munson  and  Mary  Peclc,  both  natives 
of  Jewett.  Both  her  paternal  and  maternal  gran d- 
parents  were  from  Connecticut.  The  Peck  family 
were  farming  people,  and  were  Presbyteriaus  in  re¬ 
ligious  belief.  Her'1  father  died  in  Massachusetts 
in  December,  1888,  at  the  age  of  sixty-two.  Her 
mother  is  still  living  at  the  ago  of  seventy.  Their 
only  son,  Alfred,  died  in  January,  1871,  at  the  age. 
of  twenty-three  years.  The  two  daughters  me 
Emily,  and  Martha,  wife  of  William  Hasty,  of  Berk¬ 
shire  County,  Muss, 

The  wedding  tour  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dickerman 
was  their  journey  to  Rockford,  HI  In  the  autumn, 
they  settled  upon  a  farm  of  three  hundred  and 
forty-eight  acres,  which  ho  and  his  father  had 
purchased  at  $80  per  aero.  Since  that  time,  he 
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has  made  about  $2,000  worth  of  improvements  on 
the  buildings,  until  now  his  barns  and  other  out¬ 
buildings  are  models  of  convenience.  He  also 
raises  a  good  grade  of  stock,  and  the  farm  seems 
complete  in  ail  its  appointments.  The  home  is  a 
pleasant  residence  and  is  surrounded  by  well-tilled 
fields,  which  yield  a  golden  tribute  to  the  owner. 
Ho  has  given  almost  his  entire  time  and  attention 
to  his  business,  yet  has  served  as  School  Director 
and  Path  Master,  and  is  Steward  in  the  New  Mil¬ 
ford  Methodist  Church,  in  which  he  is  an  active 
member. 

^  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dickerman  have  lost  one  son, 
Frank,  who  died  at  the  age  of  fifteen  months.’ 
Three  children  are  yet  living:  Alfred,  who  was 
educated  in  Rockford  and  Beloit,  and  is  a  resident 
farmer  of  this  community,  wedded  Fannie  Hold- 
ridge,  of  New  Milford;  Mary  has  been  a  student 
in  the  Rockford  Academy;  and  Burton,  who  is 
now  eighteen  years  of  age,  is  a  student  in  the 
Rockford  High  School,  from  which  he  expects  to 
graduate. 

M  INER  W-  HAYWARD.  In  Winnebago 
I  111  ^ounty  are  t0  ke  found  several  farmers 

jj  Hi  who  have  reached  a  high  degree  of  pros¬ 

perity  bv  the  persistent  pursuit  of  a  chosen 
calling,  and  the  exercise  of  prudence  and  fore¬ 
sight  in  the  conduct  of  their  affairs,  Among 
these  none  deserve  the  notice  of  the  biographical 
writer  more  than  the  gentleman  with  whose  name 
we  open  this  paragraph.  He  is  at  present  occupy¬ 
ing  a  fine  farm  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres, 
lying  on  section  3,  Roscoe  Township,  where  he 
devotes  the  greater  portion  of  his  time  and  atten¬ 
tion  to  the  growing  of  cereals,  which,  when  mar¬ 
keted,  bring  him  in  handsome  returns.  Ho  also  * 
keeps  ten  or  twelve  milch  cows  on  his  place,  and 
sends  the  milk  to  a  creamery  in  the  vicinity. 

A  native  of  Vermont,  our  subject  was  born 
January  27,  1849,  in  Weybridge,  and  was  a  son  of 
Edwin  and  Lucy  A.  (Warner)  Hayward.  Miner 
W.  was  the  fifth  child  and  third  son  in  the  paren¬ 
tal  family,  his  brothers  and  sisters  bearing  the  re¬ 
spective  names  of  Azel  I).,  Hattie  F.,  Laura  A., 
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Levi  G.  and  Susie  M.  The  father  of  our  subject  The  father 'died  in  Stephenson  County,  at  the  age 
departed  this  life  in  Vermont,  and  the  mother,  of  seventy-four,  while  the  mother  died  in  this 
who  is  still  surviving,  came  West  with  her  children  county  at  the  age  of  eighty-four  years.  The  entire 
in  1855,  and  resides  with  her  daughter  in  Chi-  Mitchell  family,  as  far  as  is  known,  were  natives 
cago.  of  Vermont. 

Miner  W.  Hayward  and  Miss  Lucy  W„  daughter  David,  of  this  sketch,  was  a  lad  of  twelve  years 
of  Benjamin  F.  and  Hannah  (Warner)  Wooster,  when  he  left  home; .and  began  to  battle  with  life 
were  united  in  marriage  January  2,  1884,  Her  on  his  own  account.  Juno  11,  1846,  ho  was  united 

parents  were  natives  of  Vermont,  where  they  spent  in  marriage  to  Martha  A.,  daughter  of  John  and 

their  last  days  on  their  own  farm,  the  father  dying  Maria  Smith,  a  sketch  of  whom  will  be  found  in 
in  March,  1884,  when  sixty-nine  years  of  age,  and  the  biography  of  G.  W,  Smith  on  another  page  of 
the  mother  dying  on  March  1,  1887,  when  in  her  this  vyhune.  Our  subject  was  residing  in  Ohio  at 
seventy-third  year.  Mrs.  Wooster  was  the  mother  the  time  of  his  marriage,  and  in  the  fall  of  1851 
of  two  children  by  a  former  marriage,  the  eldest  came  with  Ins  wife  to  Stephenson  County,  this 
of  whom,  Warner,  died  in  his  second  j'ear;  Leva,  Stale,  where  he  bought  a  tract  of  three  hundred 
now  Mrs.  C.  II.  Richmond,  is  residing  at  Jay,  and  twenty  acres  of  land,  which  cost  him  $275,50 
Essex  County,  N.  Y.  By  her  union  with  Mr,  with  a  soldier’s  warrant.  lie  made  lino  improvc- 
Woostcr  have  been  born  jay  W.,  who  is  a  farmer  menls  on  lus  estate,  upon  which  he  resided  for 
at  Whiting,  Vt.;  Frank  II.,  also  residing  in  that  twenty-one  years,  and  in  1880  selling  a  portion  of 
place, and  Lucy  W.,  now  Mrs.  Hayward.  it,  removed  to  Pecatonioa,  where  lie  is  the  owner 

To  our  subject  and  liis  wife  have  been  born  two  of  considerable  real  estate.  lie  still  has  in  his 

daughters  and  one  son,  viz.:  Olive  M.,  who  was  possession  one  hundred  and  fifty  acres  of  his  farm 
born  November  1,  1886;  Charles  P.,  who  was  property. 

born  April  18, 1888,  and  Marion  M.,  who  was  born  The  five,  children  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mitchell 
February  18,  1890.  They  hold  membership  in  the  are  Marietta  IC.,  who  was  born  in  Seneca  County, 
Congregational  Church,  and  in  politics  oar  sub-  Ohio,  March  1,  1848,  is  married,  and  has  five  chi  1- 
ject  is  a  stanch  Republican.  Mrs.  Hayward  is  a  dren;  John  P.,  also  born  in  the  above-named 
very  intelligent  and  cultured  lady,  and  is  a  gradu-  county,  December  25,  1850,  is  married,  and  is  the 

ate  of  the  State  Normal  School  at  Castle  ton,  Vt,  father  of  one.  child;  Fannie  F.  is  Mrs.  Charles 

As  before  stated,  our  subject  has  an  excellent  Oomly,  nml  was  born  in  Stephenson  County,  June 

farm,  which  he  is  managing  with  good  financial  sue-  8,1857;  Nellie  A.  and  Wallace  K„  born  in  Ste- 

cess,  at  the.  same  time  doing  what  lie  can  to  pro-  phenson  County,  the  former  September  26,  1865, 

mote  the  highest  interests  of  his  adopted  town-  and  the  latter  February  18,  1869,  are  both  mar- 

ship,  and  as  a  practical  farmer  is  contributing  to  ried. 

its  material  prosperity.  He  of  whom  wo  write  purchased  one  hundred 

and  sixty  acres  of  land  in  Iowa,  which  lie  deeded 
to  one  of  his  sons,  lie  lms  given  liis  children 
good  educations,  two  of  them  having  taught 
f^  AVID  MITCHELL.  Among  the  many  school  for  several  terms.  Mr.  Mitchell  for  the  past 

progressive  and  prosperous  citizens  of  thirteen  years  lias  dealt  extensively  in  blooded 

Winnebago  County,  none  is  more  deserv-  horses  of  the  Uambletonian  breed,  mu*  of  which  lie 

ing  of  representation  in  this  volume  than  has  sold  for  $500. 

the  gentleman  above  named,  who  makes  his  homo  The  grandparents  of  Mrs.  Mitchell  on  her  moth- 
in  Pecatonioa  village,  lie  was  horn  in  Genesee  er’s  side  were  Gilbert  F.  and  Olive  (Griswold) 

County,  N.  Y.,  in  December,  1819,  being  a  son  of  Ferris,  the  former  of  whom  was  born  May  12,  1779, 

David,  Hr.,  and  Polly  (Wooster)  Mitchell,  both  of  and  the  latter  February  6,  the  same  year.  They 

whom  were  natives  of  the  Green  Mountain  State,  were  married  March  16, 1798,  the  grandfather  dying 
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Jan  miry  15,  183  I,  when  eighty-four  years  of  age. 
lie  participated  in  the  War  of  1812,  as  did  also 
the  father  of  Mr,  Mitchell,  the  latter  of  whom  was 
a  pensioner  of  the  Government, 

||  SAAC  D.  MILLER.  We  herewith  present  the 
I  sketch  of  a  prominent  and  retired  farmer, 
'li  whoso  home  is  in  the  city  of  Belvidere.  He 
is  a  native  of  Burlington,  Bradford  County,  Pa., 
and  was  horn  December  26,  1827.  He  is  a  son  of 
Isaac  and  Beulah  (Morlcy)  Miller,  the  father  bom 
in  Bennington,  Vt.,  where  lie  was  a  farmer.  He 
was  very  prominent  in  local  affairs,  and  served  in  j 
the  responsible  position  of  Justice  of  the  Peace,  j 
and  after  coming  to  Boone  County  in  1842,  was  J 
Supervisor  for  seven  years. 

On  locating  in  the  Prairie  .State,  the  elder  Mr. 
Miller  bought  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of 
land,  for  which  he  paid  $4  per  acre,  and  a  part  of 
which  is  the  present  property  of  our  subject.  The 
father  erected  all  the  necessary  buildings  on  the 
farm  and  removed  to  Belvidere  in  1865,  where  lie 
resided  until  his  death,  April  14th,  1868,  when 
seventy-live  years  of  age.  His  wife,  who  is  a  na¬ 
tive  of  Connecticut,  departed  this  life  on  the 
home,  farm  November  29,  1863,  when  in  her  sixty- 
sixth  year.  She  was  the  daughter  of  Isaac  and 
Beulah  Money,  whose  demise  occurred  in  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  the  former  having  been  a  soldier  in  the 
Revolutionary  War. 

Isaac  D.  Miller  remained  at  homo  until  his  mar¬ 
riage,  January  1, 1852,  at  which  time  Miss  Caroline 
Akin,  who  was  horn  in  Crawford  County,  Pa., 
November  5,  1833,  became  his  wife.  Mrs.  Miller 
is  the  daughter  of  Andrew  and  Marian  (Graves) 
Akin.  Her  father  was  born  at  Mt.  Hpton, 
Chenango  County,  N.  Y.,  March  8,  1810,  and 
spent  his  boyhood  days  in  his  father’s  home,  lie 
attended  school  regularly  until  old  and  strong 
enough,  to  work  on  tho  farm,  after  which  his  attend- 
nnee  was  limited  to  the  winter  seasons.  Like  man\ 
other  farmer  boys  ho  “  mowed  and  hoed  and  held 
the  plow  and  longed  for  one-and-twenty.”  The 
winter  previous  to  his  seventeenth  birthday,  he 
taught  a  large  district  school,  in  which  at  least, 


j  one-third  of  the  pupils  were  older  than  himself, 
I  but  notwithstanding  that  fact,  the  youthful 
teacher  succeeded  in  giving  satisfaction  to  the 
patrons  of  the  school.  His  salary  was  $12  per 
month,  and  he  hoarded  around  among  the  people. 
He  continued  to  work  on  the  farm  during  the 
|  summer  and  teach  in  winter  until  he  was  of  age. 

At  Erie,  Pa.,  October  11,  1832,  Mr.  Akin&  was 
married  to  Marian,  the  j'oungest  of  nine  children 
born  to  Deacon  Amos  Graves  and  his  wifi-.  After 
his  marriage,  Mr.  Akin’s  first  undertaking  was 
building  a  grist  and  saw  mill  in  Sparta,  in  the  ad¬ 
joining  county  of  Crawford,  Pa.  The  country 
was  new  and  sparsely  settled,  and  the  mills  prov¬ 
ing  an  unprofitable  investment,  lie  sold  his  inter¬ 
est  and  began  the  study  of  law.  After  practicing 
the  profession  about  one  year,  he  was  compelled 
to  abandon  it  on  account  of  inflammation  of  the 
eyes. 

Having  concluded  to  come  West,  Mr.  Akin,  ac¬ 
companied  by  Ids  family  and  father  and  mother, 
removed  to  Belvidere,  III.,  where  lie  rented  a  nevv 
house  just  built  by  Alex  Neely,  across  the  street 
from  the  old  “Towner  Hotel.”  The  following 
spring  he  rented  a  farm  on  Bonus  Prairie,  known 
as  the  Keith  farm,  and  during  that  year  raised  one 
thousand  five  hundred  bushels  of  corn,  which  he 
tried  to  dispose  of,  but  failed  to  obtain  an  offer 
on  it  even  at  twelve  and  one-half  cents  per  bushel, 
so  he  abandoned  it  to  the  rats.  Later,  Mr.  Akin 
removed  to  Pigeon  Woods,  Kane  County,  where 
he  remained  two  years,  engaged  in  farming  pur¬ 
suits  and  serving  as  Justice  of  the  Peace.  Thenee 
he.  removed  to  Elgin,  where  he  engaged  in  the 
grocery  business  with  success  until  his  store  was 
burglarized  by  a  hand  of  Mormons,  who  escaped 
with  his  most  valuable  goods. 

In  January,  1852,  Mr.  Akin  removed  to  Chi¬ 
cago,  and  while  there  acted  in  the  capacity  of 
Justice  of  the  Peace  and  Police  Justice.  IV hen 
the  Legislature  changed  the  name  of  the  latter 
cilice  to  that  of  Police  Magistrate,  and  made  it 
subject  to  election  by  the  people,  he  was  contin¬ 
ued  in  the  position  for  seven  years  in  succession. 
Having  been  admitted  to  the  Bar,  he  entered  the 
practice  of  law  in  partnership  with  lion  Solon  Q. 
Thaohor  (now  of  Lawrence,  Kan.),  and  continued 
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in  practice  for  one  year.  Later,  with  J.  P. 
Matlier,  he  concluded  to  erect  a  saw  and,  grist 
mill  in  Council  Grove,  Kan.  Accordingly,  he 
bought  machinery  for  both  mills,  and  sent  his  son, 
C.  G.,  to  Kansas  to  commence  the  work  of  build¬ 
ing.  The  mills  were  completed  in  1862,  and  two 
years  later  Mr.  Akin  removed  his  family  to  the 
Grove.  Disposing  of  his*  interest  in  the  mills  in 
1864,  he  engaged  in  farming  for  a  time,  and  after¬ 
ward,  with  his  sons,  (’.  G.  and  Henry  C.,  entered 
into  the  mercantile  business  at  the  Grove.  They 
were  very  successful  for  two  years,  until  the  Union 
Pacific  Railroad  was  finished  to  ft  point  a  few  miles 
north  of  the  Grove,  which  ruined  the  trade. 

Removing  to  Wilson  County,  Kan.,  Mr.  Akin 
erected  a  steam  saw  mill  and  a  waterpower  grist¬ 
mill,  and  about  the  time  they  were  finished  he  was 
appointed  Registrar  of  the  United  States  Land 
Office  at  Augusta,  Kan.  Ilis  next  removal  was  to 
Chanute,  Kan.,  where  he  bought  a  large  steam 
grist  mill  and  ran  it  for  a  year  and  a  half.  Again 
selling  out,  he  returned  to  Chicago  and  purchased 
a  flouring  mill  situated  at  Homewood,  in  Cook 
County,  but  when  repairs  had  been  completed  and 
business  commenced,  his  youngest  son,  Charles  M.t 
who  was  associated  with  him,  was  instantly  killed 
as  be  was  getting  off  the  car  at  Homewood. 
.Shortly  afterward,  Mr.  Akin  disposed  of  the  busi¬ 
ness  and  returned  to  the  city. 

In  July,  1879,  Mr.  Akin  left  Chicago  and  went 
to  Sioux  City,  Iowa,  where  his  son  Henry  C.  was 
residing  and  in  business.  Hoping  to  benefit  his 
health,  he  traveled  extensively  by  steamboat  up 
the  Missouri  and  Yellowstone,  Rivers,  and  return¬ 
ing  to  Sioux  City,  spent  two  years  there.  On  ac¬ 
count  of  failing  health,  he  came  to  Belvidere  to 
live  with  his  daughter,  Mrs.  Isaac  I).  Miller,  with 
whom  he  made  his  home  for  nine  years.  lie  is 
now  (1892)  residing  with  his  son  II.  C.,  at  Omaha. 
His  wife,  who  was  bom  atSherbume,  N-  Y.,  July  27, 
1812,  departed  this  life  at  Guilford,  Kan,,  when 
sixty-two  years  old,  and  was  buried  in  Topeka,  that 
State.  Their  children  were  as  follows:  Carlos  (}., 
deceased;  Eugene  I,.,  formerly  of  Kansas,  now  de¬ 
ceased;  Henry  C,  of  Omaha,  Nel).;  Charles  M.,  de¬ 
ceased;  Caroline  Miller,  of  Belvidere;  Harriet  Mar¬ 
vin,  of  Chicago;  and  Emma  C.  Singleton,  of  Fredon- 


ia,  Kan.  In  polities,  Mr.  Akin  was  first  a  Whig, 
and  whon  that  party  dissolved  became  a  Repub¬ 
lican,  which  party  he  still  supports. 

To  our  subject  and  his  wife  the  following  three 
children  have  been  born:  Lillie,  Mrs.  Charles 
Agor,  is  the  mother  of  two  children,  one  of  whom 
is  deceased;  Ida  married  William  Bowley,  and 
Nellie  became  the  wife  of  Melvin  Dorn,  a  promi¬ 
nent  merchant  of  Belvidere,  and  she  aud  her  hus¬ 
band  reside  with  her  parents  at  Belvidere.  Mr. 
Miller  lived  upon  the  old  homestead  until  1891, 
when  he  purchased  property  in  the  village,  and  is 
now  enjoying  the  results  of  his  industry  and  per¬ 
severance.  He  and  his  wife. arc  prominently  iden¬ 
tified  with  the  Baptist  Church.  Socially,  he  is  a 
member  of  Belvidere  Lodge,  No.  60,  A.  F.  &  A.  M„ 
and  Kishwaukee  Chapter  No.  90,  R.  A.  M.  In 
1852,  he  built  the.  Little  Thunder  Mills,  doing  all 
of  the  mechanical  work  himself,  and  operated  the 
same  for  a  period  of  thirty-two  years  with  marked 
success.  Under  the  old  process  his  mill  stood  at 
the  head,  having  taken  the  premium  on  flour  at 
the  Booue  County  Fair  three  limes  in  succession, 
in  competition  with  the  mills  of  this  county. 

ON.  DAVID  HUNTER,  a  well-known  and 
popular  farmer  of  Guilford  Township, 
Winnebago  County,  residing  on  section  15, 
was  born  in  Perry,  Wyoming  County,  N.  Y., 
January  15,  1836.  Ilis  father,  James  Hunter,  was 
horn  six  miles  from  Belfast,  Ireland,  and  was  of 
Scotch  descent.  When  a  young  man,  he  came  to 
America,  and  resided  in  Oswego,  N.  Y.,  whence  he 
removed  to  Perry,  Wyoming  (’minty.  Ho  learned 
the  trade’ of  hand-weaving  in  his  native  land,  and 
in  Perry  followed  that  occupation.  In  1811,  he 
came  to  Illinois,  accompanied  by  his  wife,  and  five 
children,  and  settled  in  Guilford  Township,  upon 
the  farm  which  is  now  the  home  of  our  subject. 
He  developed  a  good  farm,  and  hero  made  his 
home  until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  1869.  His 
wife  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Ann  Aikcns.  She 
was  also  a  native  of  the  Emerald  Isle,  and  when 
young  came  to  this  country,  settling  in  Canada, 
whence  she  removed  to  New  York,  After  her 
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husband’s  death,  she  resided  in  Rockford,  until 
called  to  her  final  rest  December  31,  1891.  She 
was  of  »  charitable,  disposition  and  possessed  a 
kindly  Christian  character,  and  those  avIio  knew 
her  best  loved  her  most.  She  took  a  deep  interest 
in  public  affairs,  especially  those  calculated  to  up¬ 
build  humanity,  and  was  a  consistent  member  of 
the  First  Congregational  Church.  She  reared  the 
following  children:  David,  of  this  sketch;  Belle, 
who  is  Principal  of  the  Ellis  School  of  Rockford; 
Mary  ,T.,a  teacher  in  the  public  schools  of  St.  Louis; 
Dr.  Sarah,  of  St.  Louis;  and  Benjamin,  a  prominent 
farmer  near  that  city. 

Our  subject  was  eight  years  old,  when,  with  his 
parents,  he  came  to  Illinois.  Ilia  educational  ad¬ 
vantages  were  limited,  being  those  of  tlm  common 
schools,  and  he  was  reared  amid  the  wild  scenes 
of  frontier  life,  lie  remained  under  the  parental 
roof  until  May,  1861,  when  he  enlisted  in  Com¬ 
pany  0,  Fifteenth  Illinois  Infantry.  He  served 
three  years,  participating  in  all  the  engagements 
of  the  regiment,  and  was  discharged  in  May,  1861, 
on  the  expiration  of  his  term  of  enlistment,  lie 
then  spent  a  few  weeks  at  home,  after  which  he 
accepted  a  position  in  the  Quartermaster's  De¬ 
partment  at  Nashville,  serving  in  that  capacity 
until  July,  1865,  when  he  returned  to  the  North 
and  resinned  farming  on  the  old  homestead. 

In  1872,  Mr.  Hunter  was  united  in  marriage 
with  , Sarah  L.  Gunsolus,  who  was  born  in  Cherry 
Valley  Township,  Winnebago  County,  and  is  a  I 
daughter  of  James  S,  and  Sophia  Gunsolus,  pio¬ 
neers  of  this  community.  Their  union  has  been 
blessed  with  the  following  children:  Benjamin, 
Joseph,  Robert,  Annie,  Mary,  Edith,  Gertrude  and 
Harriet. 

Mr.  Hunter  east  his  first  Presidential  vote  for 
Abraham  Lincoln  and  has  since  been  a  stalwart 
supporter  of  Republican  principles.  He  has  filled 
various  ollices  of  trust  with  credit  to  himself  and 
satisfaction  to  his  constituents.  In  1884,  he  was 
elected  a  representative  from  this  district,  and  was 
one  of  the  hundred  and  throe  who  voted  for  John 
A.  Logan  for  United  Stales  Senator.  So  well  did 
ho  (ill  the  otllee  that  at  the  expiration  of  his  term 
he  was  re-elected,  and  once  more,  in  1890,  ho  was 
the  people’s  choice,  and  is  the  present  representa¬ 


tive  of  his  district.  This  third  election  chows  his 
popularity,  and  the  trust  reposed  in  him  by  his 
fellow-citizens.  Socially,  he  is  a  member  of  Nevius 
Post  No.  1,  G.  A.  R.,  and.  also  belongs  to  Rockford 
Lodge  No.  102,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.  In  addition  to  his 
farming  interests,  he  is  a  Director  of  the  Third 
National  Bank.  A  pleasant,  genial  gentleman,  he 
is  highly  esteemed,  and  has  many  warm  friends 
throughout  the  community. 


ty^HOMAS  BROWN,  deceased,  was  born  in 
Campbellton,  Scotland,  February  28,  1807, 
and  died  on  his  farm  in  Caledonia  Town¬ 
ship,  Boone  County,  October  4,  1889,  respected  by 
all  who  know  him.  In  his  native  land  he  remained 
until  twenty-five  years  of  age,  when  he  crossed  the 
broad  Atlantic,  and  joined  his  brothers  and  sisters 
who  had  previously  come  to  this  country,  and  lo¬ 
cated  near  Cincinnati,  Ohio.  He  there  made  his 
home  for  fourteen  years,  after  which  he  came  to 
Illinois,  and  purchased  an  unbroken  tract  of  land 
in  Caledonia  Township,  Boone  County,  where  he 
began  the  development  of  a  farm.  He  then  re¬ 
turned  to  Ohio  for  his  parents,  who  had  also  located 
in  this  country,  and  the  family  finally  became  resi¬ 
dents  Of  Boone  County,  where  the  father  and 
mother  of  our  subject  spent  their  last  days.  The 
former,  however,  died  just  three  weeks  after  reach¬ 
ing  his  new  home.  His  wife  survived  him  some 
years,  and  died  at  an  advanced  age  in  Boone 
County.  They  were  active  members  of  the  Pres¬ 
byterian  Church,  and  highly  respected  people. 
They  had  quite  a  large  family. 

After  coming  to  Illinois,  Thomas  Brown  met  and 
married  Miss  Margaret  Ralston,  their  wedding 
being  celebrated  in  Harlem  Township,  Winnebago 
County.  She  was  born  in  Massachusetts,  Septem¬ 
ber  11,  1834,  and  is  a  daughter  of  William  and 
Ella  (Greenlee)  Ralston,  natives  of  Scotland.  Af¬ 
ter  the  birth  of  four  of  their  children,  they  emi¬ 
grated  to  America  in  1834,  crossing  the  Atlantic 
in  a  sailing-vessel.  After  some  time  spent  in  Massa¬ 
chusetts,  they  removed  to  Hamilton  County,  Ohio, 
and  in  1818  came  to  Illinois,  where  he  purchased 
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a  tract  of  wild  land  in  Harlem  Township,  making 
it  a  fine  farm,,  upon  which  he  and  his  wife  spent 
their  remaining  days.  His  death  occurred  in  1870, 
at  the  age  of  seventy-six  years,  and  Mrs.  Ralston 
died  four  years  later,  at  the  age  of  sixty-seven. 
They  led  busy  and  useful  lives,  and  when  quite 
young,  united  with  the  Presbyterian  Church.  They 
became  prominent  workers  of  the  Willow  Creek 
Presbyterian  Church,  which  they  helped  to  organ¬ 
ize.  Their  family  numbered  three  sons  and  six 
daughters,  of  whom  two  sons  and  three  daughters 
are  yet  living. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brown  were  quite  prominent  peo¬ 
ple  of  Boone  County,  and  he  was  very  successful 
in  his  business  affairs,  but  afterward  lost  a  great 
many  thousand  dollars  in  a  bank  failure  of  Rock¬ 
ford.  This  materially  diminished  his  fortune,  yet 
he  left  a  considerable  property  to  his  widow. 
In  polities,  he  was  a  Democrat,  and  was  honored 
with  most  of  the  township  offices.  He  was  an  earn¬ 
est  worker  and  faithful  member  of  the  Willow 
Creek  P.esbytorian  Church,  which  he  served  as 
Ehkr  md  Mrs.  Brown  is  a  faithful  member  of  the 
sam-  congregation.  Since  her  husband’s  death, 
Mrs.  Brown  has  come  to  Rockford  and  built  a  fine 
home  at  No.  603  North  First  Street,  where  she  is 
now  living  quietly.  This  worthy  couple  reared 
two  adopted  children:  Edward  Blowers,  who  mar¬ 
ried  Mary  Bamasqua,  and  is  now  carrying  on  a 
cheese  factory  in  Capron,  Boone  County;  and 
Eliza  Blowers,  now  the  wife  of  Henry  Farmers, 
a  machinist  residing  in  Eelvidcre,  Ill, 


j ENRY  MILLER, now  deceased,  is  numbered 
fj  nmong  the  early  settlors  of  Rockford,  and 
WeU  (leserves  representation  in  this  volume. 
(|g)  A  native  of  Cayuga  County,  N.  Y.,  he  was 
born  at  Union  Springs,  in  1814,  and  came  of  an  old 
family  of  that  State.  His  parents  were  well-to-do 
people,  of  German  lineage,  who  lived  and  died  on 
a  farm  in  the  county  of  his  nativity. 

In  the  usual  manner  of  farmer  lads,  our  subject 
was  reared  to  manhood,  and  in  Cayuga  County  he 
resided  until  Ins  emigration  to  Illinois  in  1856. 
For  a  time  after  locating  in  Rockford,  he  carried 


on  a  grocery  store  and  eating  house,  then  gave  up 
the  latter,  and  devoted  his  entire  attention  to  the 
grocery  business,  in  which  ho  mot  with  signal  suc¬ 
cess,  acquiring  a  largo  property.  Later  in  life,  he 
sold  out  his  store  and  invested  his  money  in  real 
estate,  and  in  the  hanking  business,  He  was  a 
sagacious  and  far-sighted  business  man,  industrious 
and  enterprising,  and  by  the  exercise  of  these 
characteristics,  won  prosperity,  leaving  at  his  death 
a  large  property  to  his  widow. 

Mr,  Miller  was  married  in  Auburn,  N.  Y.,  to 
Miss  Susan  B,  Rude,  who  was  born  in  that  city  in 
1820,  and  there  spent  the  days  of  her  maidenhood 
with  her  parents,  Amos  and  Tluebe  (Baylesj  Rude, 
the  former  a  native  of  New  York,  and  the  latter  of 
New  Jersey.  They  both  came  of  wealthy  and 
highly  respected  families.  After  their  marriage, 
they  resided  in  the  Empire  State,  and  Mr.  Rude 
died  in  Auburn,  at  the  age  of  seventy-two  years, 
lie  had  been  connected  with  various  enterprises, 
and  was  quite  a  prominent  politician,  a  stanch  ad¬ 
vocate  of  the  Democracy.  He  was  a  man  quite  lib¬ 
eral  in  thought,  and  of  decided  opinion  when  once 
his  mind  was  made  up  concerning  any  question. 
After  the  death  of  her  husband,  Mrs.  Rude  came 
West,  and  died  three  years  later  at  the  home  of 
her  daughter,  Mrs.  Miller,  in  Rockford,  at  the  age 
of  seventy-five  years.  In  religious  belief,  she  was 
a  Methodist. 

Under  the  guidance  of  her  parents,  Mrs.  Miller 
was  reared,  becoming  an  intelligent  and  cultured 
lady.  She  possesses  good  executive  and  business 
ability,  and  since  her  husband’s  death  has  man¬ 
aged  all  his  affairs.  She  is  a  member  of  the  Chris¬ 
tian  Union  Church,  and  a  liberal  thinker  on  relig¬ 
ious  questions.  She  has  the  wrarm  esteem  of  many 
friends,  and  the  respect  of  all  who  know  her. 

Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Miller  were  born  three  chil¬ 
dren,  all  now  deceased.  William  H.,  born  in  1840, 
was  the  founder  of  the  Keokuk  Business  College,  a 
very  successful  institution.  His  death  occurred 
December  26, 1881,  in  Keokuk,  Iowa.  His  wife, 
whose  maiden  name  was  Minnie  Gilbert,  died  just 
exactly  four  years  before  her  husband,  leaving 
three  children;  Frank,  who  resides  with  his  grand¬ 
mother,  and  is  employed  in  the  Winnebago  Na¬ 
tional  Bank,  of  Rockford;  Sarah,  wife  of  James 
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Joblyn.  Assistant  Cashier  of  the  Rockford  National 
Hank,  and  Harry,  now  learning  the  machinist 
irade  with  the  John  Barnes  Manufacturing  Com¬ 
pany.  Sarah  E.,  the  second  child  in  the  Miller 
family,  became  the  wife  of  Horace  A.  Towne,  and 
died  in  Hannibal,  Mo.,  January  12, 1870.  Her  hus- 
band  resides  in  Minneapolis,  Minn.,  and  is  ex-Su- 
perin  ton  dent  of  the  Northern  Pacific  Railroad. 
May  G.,  the  youngest  of  the  family,  was  the  wife 
of  James  T.  Joslyn,  and  died  in  Greeley,  Colo.,  Oc¬ 
tober  2(5,  1889,  leaving  two  sons,  Burtis  T.  and 
Fred  M, 

Mr.  Miller,  whose  name  heads  this  record,  took 
quite  a  prominent  part  in  public  affairs,  and  was  a 
worthy  citizen.  In  politics,  he  was  a  Republican, 
and  "was  a  member  of  the  Christian  Union  Church. 
After  a  well  and  worthily  spent  life  of  over  three¬ 
score  years  and  Urn,  lie  passed  away  at  his  home,  at 
No.  80(5  North  Main  Street,  on  the  18th  of  Novem¬ 
ber,  1 88-1. 

. ' ....  ...  _  _Lf83±3S-'  \ 

JOHN  SEAL.  We  find  our  subject  supplied 
with  all  (lie  comforts,  and  many  of  the  luxu¬ 
ries  of  life  which  are  the  result  of  the  hab¬ 
its  of  thrift  and  industry  to  which  he  was 
trained  from  boyhood,  and  which  have  followed 
him  through  his  latter  years.  He  was  engaged  in 
farming  until  1882,  since  which  time  he  has  resided 
in  Rockford. 

A  native  of  Hunterdon  County,  N.  J.,  our  sub¬ 
ject,  who  is  the  son  of  Robert  and  Haixb  (Force) 
Seal,  was  born  December  81,  182-1.  His  parents 
were  also  natives  of  New  Jersey,  and  bomg  in  lim¬ 
ited  circumstances,  John  was  compelled  to  earn  his 
own  living  when  quite  young,  engaging  to  work 
on  a  farm  when  eleven  years  of  age.  At  the  end 
of  nine  months,  he  made  a  contract  to  remain  a 
year  longer,  and  was  to  receive  $8  per  month  for 
the  entire  period.  At  the  expiration  of  that  time, 
he  entered  the  employ  of  Peter  Yawger,  a  farmer, 
and  remained  with  him  until  reaching  his  major¬ 
ity. 

After  his  marriage,  the  original  of  this  sketch 
commenced  life  on  a  rented  farm  at  Round  Valley, 
N.  J,,  whence  a  year  later  lie  removed  to  Charles¬ 


ton,  same  State,  and  lived  on  rented  property  for 
the  five  succeeding  years.  Mr.  Seal  then  bought 
that  farm,  and  was  engaged  in  its  cultivation  until 
1885,  when  he  disposed  of  it,  and,  coming  to  this 
county,  purchased  a  partially-improved  tract  of 
one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  in  Winnebago 
Township.  Upon  this  farm  he  made  his  home  un¬ 
til  coming  to  Rockford,  as  before  stated,  in  1882. 
In  the  meantime,  he  added  to  his  purchase,  planted 
fruit,  shade  and  ornamental  ti’ees,  and  erected  a 
good  set  of  frame  buildings. 

Mr.  Seal,  of  tins  sketch,  was  married  October  31, 
1846,  to  Miss  Jane  Belles,  a  native  of  Warren 
County,  N.  J.,  who  departed  this  life  in  1849.  Our 
subject  was  again  married  in  November  of  that 
year,  to  Elizabeth  Creager,  who  was  born  in  the 
State  and  county  of  Iris  nativity,  and  was  the 
daughter  of  George  and  Charity  Creager.  Mr. 
Seal  is  the  father  of  two  children  by  his  first  mar¬ 
riage:  Sarah,  the  wife  of  Joseph  Mitchell,  of  Lyon 
County,  2V£inn.,  is  the  mother  of  five  children,  viz: 
Lizzie,  Nellie,  Lydia,  Agnes  and  Belle.  The5  son, 
Peter,  married  Amanda  Phelps,  and  has  two  chil¬ 
dren,  Sarah  and  Camilla.  Mrs.  Mitchell’s  daugh¬ 
ter  Lizzie  is  now  the  wife  of  George  Pervis,  and 
is  the  mother  of  a  daughter,  Ada. 

M I 

GDEN  HANCE.  This  highly-respected  citi¬ 
zen  of  Pecatonica  enjoys  the  distinction  of 
likving  been  the  first  white  child  born  in 
Winnebago  County,  his  birth  having  occurred 
October  21,183(5,  in  Pecatonica  Township.  His 
early  home  was  in  one  of  the  first  log  cabins  erected 
in  this  portion  of  Illinois,  whither  his  father, 
Thomas  Hanee,  had  removed  in  1834.  He  is 
therefore  well  known  throughout  the  county,  and 
his  life  has  been  characterized  by  such  honor  and 
iipUghtness  as  to  secure  for  liim  a  high  place  in 
the  Regard  of  his  fellowmen. 

The  paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject,  Adam 
Ilanee,  resided  in  the  vicinity  of  Sandusky,  Ohio, 
where  ho  reared  his  eleven  children.  In  his  family 
was  a  son  Thomas,  who,  seeking  a  new  home  in 
tiiifj  great  West,  visited  Northern  Illinois,  in  the 
fall  of  1833,  and  Was  so  delighted  with  the  splem 
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did  soil  and  pleasant  climate  that  he  determined 
to  make  it  his  permanent  home.  Accordingly,  he 
went  back  to  the  Buckeye  State  for  his  wife" and 
child,  and  with  them  he  returned  in  1834  and  set¬ 
tled  in  Pecatouiea  Township,  where  hh1  entered  a 
tract  of  land  from  the  Government  and  spent  his 
remaining  years.  He  departed  this  life  at  Peek- 
tonica,  July  13, 1886.  His  wife,  whose  maiden  name 
was  Phoebe  BeWitt,  was  a  native  of  Ohio,  where 
she  was  married  in  1831;  she  survived  her  husband 
several  yearn,  passing  away  July  19,  1889. 

The  family  of  which  our  subject  is  a  member 
comprised  seven  children,  six  of  whom  still  survive. 

»  They  were  reared  in  the  faith  of  the  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church,  to  which  their  parents  belonged. 
The  sons  were  early  initiated  to  hard  work,  aiding 
their  father  in  his  labor  of  clearing  and  eultival> 
itig  i^fara,  Those  early  years  witnessed  many 
hardships,  for  upon  making  settlement  here  Mr. 
Hane^  was  so  poor  that  he  ^buld  not  pay  for  his 
claim  until  he  InM  earned  money  by  plowing  fur¬ 
rows  around  different  claims,  to  thus  gain  a  start 
for  himself.  A  few  years  before  his  demise,  he  re¬ 
tired  from  active  labor,  and  surrounded  by  the 
love  and  tender  care  of  his  children,  and  in  the 
enjoyment  of  the  competency  which  ins  arduous 
labors  had  accumulated,  he  passed  twilight  of 
his  life.  Politically,  he  was  a  Democrat,  and 
served  as  Supervisor  and  Assessor  for  twenty 
years. 

The  lady  who,  August  17,  1862,  became  the 
wife  of  Ogden  Banco, 'the  ceremony  being  per¬ 
formed  by  Judge  Miller,  at  Rockford,  was  known 
in  maidenhood  as  Amanda  V.  Armstrong  and 
Was  born  in  Washington,  Richland  County, 
Ohio,  September  29,  1839.  Her  grandparents, 
William  and  Elizabeth  (Kennie)  Armstrong,  were 
residents  of  Ohio  until  their  death.  Her  parents, 
James  and  Catharine  (Shoup)  Armstrong,  removed 
from  Ohio  to  Stephenson  County,  this  State,  in 
1841,  and  entered  land  from  the  Government. 
Twenty-five  years  after  making  settlement  there 
they  moved  to  Iowa,  where  they  died*  the  father! 
May  24,  1884,  aged  seventy-seven  years,  three 
months  and  one  day,  and  the  mother,  October  4 
1872,  aged  fifty-four  years,  four  months  and 
thirteen  days.  They  were  the  parents  of  eleven 


children,  seven  of  whom  are  still  living.  Mr. 
Armstrong  served  as  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  a 
period  of  more  than  twenty-five  years,  and  was 
the  first  school  teacher,  and  also  taught  the  first 
singing  school  at  Rock  Run,  this  State. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ilance  are  active  in  charitable 
works,  and  she  is  especially  interested  in  the  W.  C. 
T,  U.,  of  which  she  is  a  member.  They  have  two 
children,  Edgar  L.  and  Myrta  P.  The  former  was 
horn  August  26,  1863,  and  was  graduated,  June 
16,  1886,  from  the  Chicago  Union  Law  SehooL 
He  now  resides  in  Chicago,  where  he  has  been 
practicing  las  profession  for  five  yearn  in  the  office 
of  Kerr  &  Barr.  Myrta  F.,  born  in  Peeatoniea 
Township,  May  5,  1868,  married  S.  B.  Niles,  Octo¬ 
ber  15, 1885,  and  has  one  daughter,  Rue  V.,  who 
was  born  May  29,  1887. 


OIIN  STEVES,  who  has  been  a  resident  of 
"Winnebago  County  since  1846,  is  at  present 
residing  in  Durand  and  was  born  May 
19,  1890,  in  Montgomery  County,  N.  Y. 
He  is  a  son  of  Jacob  and  Mary  (Young).  Steves, 
also  natives  of  the  Empire  State,  while  hi^great- 
grandfathor,  Jeremiah  Steves,  'hailed  hony/Eng- 
land,  coming  to  America  in  the  Colonial  times  and 
locating  at*  Sing  Sing,  N.  Y.  He  reared  a  large 
family  of  children,  a  number  of  his  sons  being 
soldiers  in  the  Revolutionary  War. 

John  Steves,  the  grandfather  of  our  subject, "was 
bom  at  Sing  Sing,  N.  Y.,  and  when  attaining  ma¬ 
ture  years  married  Margaret  Miller.  They  resided 
in  Montgomery  County,  whither  he  had  removed 
when  a  young  man.  In  early  life,  he  followed  the 
tiade  of  a  cooper,  hut  in  1830,  removing  to  Onon- 
daga  County,  began  farming  and  died  in  his  eighty- 
fourth  year.  He  was  the  father  of  one  son  and 
three  daughters,  via:  Margaret,  who  married 
Abrain  Vosburg;  Mary,  the  wife  of  Henry  Voot- 
hees;  Eliza,  who  died  unmarried,  and  Jacob,  who 
was  born  in  1799,  in  Montgomery  County,  N.  Y. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  reared  on  tbe 
home  farm  and  in  after  life  was  more  than  Ordin¬ 
arily  successful  in  agricultural  pursuits.  He  was 
married  in  his  native  county,  whence  lie  removed 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD.  1227 


to  Onondaga  County  in  the  spring  of  1824  There 
he  made  his  home  until  his  removal  to  Illinois  in 
1857,  and  on  coming  directly  to  Durand  Township 
purchased  property,  to  the  operations  of  which  he 
gave  his  personal  superintendence.  After  making 
his  home  here  for  some  ten  or  twelve  years,  the  elder 
Mr.  Stoves  removed  to  Vinton,  Benton  County, 
Iowa,  where  his  demise  Occurred  when  in  his 
cighty-iifth  year;  lie  was  followed  to  the  hotter 
land  by  Iris  good  wife,  who  died  a  year  later. 

John  Steves  of  tins  sketch  had  two  brothers  and 
three  sisters,  namely:  Sarah  Ann,  Catherine,  Mary, 
Fletcher  and  Dempster.  lie  was  four  years  of  age 
when  his  parents  removed  to  Onondaga  County, 
N.  Y.,  where  his  early  years  were  .passed  on  the 
farm.  Although  the  schoolhouse  was  a  long  dis¬ 
tance  from  his  home,  he  attended  as  regularly  as 
he  could,  and  when  fourteen  years  of  age  entored 
a  boarding-school,  where  he  prosecuted  his  studies 
for  a  few  winters. 

The  lady  to  whom  our  subject  was  married  in 
184J  bore  the  name  of  Julia  A.  Paddock,  and  was  a 
native  of  Western  New  York.  Three  years  later,  the 
young  couple  emigrated  to  the  Prairie  State  and 
made  their  home  upon  land  which  Mr.  Steves  pur¬ 
chased  near  the  city  of  Rockford.  He  was  the 
owner  of  a  large  foundry  and  machine  shops  in 
that  city,  which  branch  of  business  he  managed  in 
a  most  successful  and  profitable  manner.  In  1849, 
the  family  came  to  Durand,  where  our  subject  pur¬ 
chased  a  gristmill,  the  only  one  of  that  kind  in  the 
place  and  which  is  still  in  his  possession.  Although 
having  quite  a  little  sum  of  money  when  he  came 
to  Illinois,  by  paying  strict  attention  to  his  milling 
operations  he  has  acquired  a  handsome  compe¬ 
tency. 

To  Mr,  and  Mrs.  Steves  have  been  born  four 
sons  and  four  daughters:  Cynthia  4,  the  widow 
Of  Lieut.  Caperon,  makes  her  home  in  this  place; 
MaryE.,  Mrs.  Henry  Burrell,  lives  in  Freeport; 
Julia  E„  who  married  Fred  Miller,  is  a  resident  of 
Woodward,  Iowa;  Sarah  Grace,  at  present  Mm.  Will 
Bear,  makes  her  home  at  Hot  Springs,  S.  Dak.; 
Jacob  E.,  who  enlisted  in  the  late  war,  died  at 
White  Station,  near  Memphis,  Tenn.,  \yhile  in  the 
service;  John  H.,  a  resident  of  St.  Helena,  Cal.,  is 
conducting  a  successful  business  as  a  hardware 


merchant  and  plumber;  Nathan  P.,  who  is  a  mini¬ 
ster  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  resides  in 
’Wisconsin,  and  Charles  S.,  who  died  in  1888,  at 
the  age  of  t wen ty -eight  years,  at  Langdon,  N.  Dak. 

The  original  of  this  sketch  has  been  an  active 
worker  and  student  all  his  life  and  is  the  author  of 
Several  articles  which  have  b?en  published.  From 
about  tiie  year  1880,  Ms  attention  has  been  at¬ 
tracted  to  the  social,  industrial  and  governmental 
problems,  on  which  subjects  he  has  since  studied 
and  written.  In  1840,  our  subject,  though  not  of 
age,  was  in  sympathy  with  the  Whig  party.  Four 
years  later,  he  voted  for  James  G.  Birney,  the 
Abolition  candidate,  and  on  the  organization  of  the 
Republican  party  was  an  active  worker  in  its  ranks 
until  1880,  since  which  time  he  has  ceased  to  sup¬ 
port  political  parties,  His  parents  were  members 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  with  which  de¬ 
nomination  several  of  his  children  are  also  con¬ 
nected. 

As  before  stated,  Mr.  Steves  still  owns  his  mill, 
in  addition  to  which  he  has  a  small  farm  near  the 
village  and  a  large  stone  store  building  in  that  place. 
In  1862,  he  went  to  Wisconsin  and  while  there  a 
mob  gathered  to  discipline  a  man  who  was  consid¬ 
ered  disloyal.  Our  subject  talked  to  the  people  in 
the  victim’s  behalf,  when  the  mob  immediately  sur¬ 
rounded  him  and  demanded  that  he  should  take  the 
oath  of  allegiance,  He  had  no  objection  to  taking 
the  oath,  but  did  not  deem  it  necessary,  as  he  was  a 
loyal  citizen  of  the  State  of  Illinois,  and  disputed 
their  jurisdiction.  The  mob  then  rode  him  on  a 
rail,  and  later,  to  vindicate  himself,  be  had  twelve 
of  the  men  arrested  and  after  a  trial  in  the  United 
States  Court  was  awarded  a  verdict  of  $5,000. 

Mr.  .Steves  has  thought  and  written  in  relation 
to  certain  problems  involving  human  welfare,  in 
which  he  has  challenged  the  truthfulness  of  tradi¬ 
tional  theology;  he  also  lia3  questioned  the 
!  economy  and  the  validity  of  current  governments, 

I  and  has  arrived  at  definite  conclusions  regarding 
the  cause  and  the  remedy  for  the  social  ills  so  gen¬ 
erally  prevailing. 

To  make  mention  of  some  of  the  causes  more 
nearly  fundamental,  he  would  group  with  heredi¬ 
tary  sovereignty  all  official  sovereignty,  including 
the  legislative,  the  judicial,  the  financial  or  capital- 
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istic,  as  responsible  for  the  administration  of  the 
public  order,  or  disorder,  as  such  sovereignty  in¬ 
evitably  involves  the  elements  of  human  slavery, 
by  the  grant  of  special  privileges  and  franchises 
to  certain  persons,  corporations  and  classes,  thus 
creating  and  imposing  inequitable  and  grievous 
disabilities  and  burdens  upon  the  disfranchised, 
practically  and  in,  substance  alienating  personal 
rights,  in  sheer  violation  of  the  doctrine  of  the 
Declaration  of  American  Independence. 

Prom  the  foregoing  noted  principle  of  govern¬ 
mental  sovereignty  as  parental,  there  proceeds 
monopoly — as  of  lands  and  other  facilities,  and 
powers  of  extortionate  taxation  as  tribute  to  the 
favored,  m  involved  in  general  trade  and  com¬ 
merce.  He  charges  that  our  system  of  e^change, as 
commercial  and  as  competitive  in  proceeding  by 
personal  contract,  is  emphatically  a  false  system, 
in  which  it  is  impossible  to  trace  or  to  execute  or 
conform  to  a  line  of  equity,  or  to  maintain  Justice. 

•  Under  it  life  becomes  a  system  of  special  opportun¬ 
ity  and  of  chance,  ignoring  merit — personal  suc¬ 
cess,  so-called,  depending  frequently  upon  personal 
cunning  and  moral  recklessness. 

As  contributive  to  the  errors  already  noted  and 
specified,  a  most  potent  factor  is  money  as  a  medium 
of  exchange,  its  use  in  a  manner  hiding  or  tending 
to  obscure  the  correct  basis  of  valuation  as  pertains 
to  personal  service  and  to  property,  hence,  perforce, 
comes  personal  failure,  poverty,  crime  and  misery. 
We  give  the  following  as  Mr.  Steves’  remedy  for 
injustice  and  public  misgovernment: 

Let  sovereignty  be  recognized  as  inherent  in  the 
individual  citizen,  connecting  therewith  the  obliga¬ 
tion  of  individual,  personal  self-support.  Let 
society,  that  is  the  law  of  association,  be  and  be¬ 
come  a  mutuality,  a  conference,  a  division  of  labor 
as  a  productive  service;  that  is,  a  co-operation 
upon  a  basis  of  strict  equity,  holding  the  land  and 
nature’s  resources  entirely  as  a  common  heritage,  as 
a  birthright,  a  life  right  in  a  title  inalienable. 
Let  the  social  law  pertain  only  to  practical  produc¬ 
tion  and  industry,  discarding  entirely  all  dic¬ 
tatorial  proclamations,  decrees  and  statutes,  except 
such  as  are  related  to  industry  and  which  are  of 
mutual  benefit  and  universal  necessity.  Let  the  title- 
ship  of  the  land,  the  capital  stock,  the  tools,  the  fixed 


and  surplus  properties,  be  and  romain  in  the  people 
collectively  as  one  association — to  he  called,  if  you 
so  please,  “The  Stato.”  Lot  all  productive  service 
be  nominally  chargeable  to  the  State  under  such 
equitable  and  economical  adjustments  as  to  be 
in  fact  substantially  a  personal  selLserviee,  the 
principle  of  self-support  and  of  reciprocity  to  bo 
maintained  by  such  methods  as  even  to  embrace 
the  support  and  education  of  the  children  and 
youth,  the  care  of  the  sick  and  aged.  In  the  sys¬ 
tem  Mr.  Steves  proposes,  individual  income  in  the 
law  of  distribution  is  made  to  depend  upon  pro¬ 
ductive  service,  say  nominally  to  the  State,  rend¬ 
ered  upon  a  time  basis,  and  the  amount  of  such 
service. after  an  exacted  minimum  to  cover,  to  bal¬ 
ance  and  to  answer  to  benefits  received  in  a  per¬ 
sonal  consumption  due  to  health,  and  civilization, 
to  bo  entirely  optional  or  subject  to  individual  per¬ 
sonal  election. 

A  systom  of  government  so  radically  unlike  buy 
new  existing  or  those  of  the  past,  is  worthy  to  be 
distinguished  and  known  by  a  representative  and 
a  characteristic  name,  and  as  snob,  Mr.  Steves  sug¬ 
gests  the  term  Ochlocracy,  by  Webster  defined  “a 
government  by  the  multitude,”  qualified  as  a  pure 
democracy,  in  a  personal  self-government.  A  gov¬ 
ernment  organized  to  protect  the  citizen  in  his 
rights,  in  his  liberty,  upon  a  basis  of  simplicity,  of 
morality,  of  economy,  of  humanity,  aimed  and 
adapted  to  the  development  Of  the  physical,  the 
intellectual  aud  the  moral  nature  and  needs  of  man¬ 
kind. 

epP^IIOMAS  It.  JACKSON,  a  highly  respected 
afm ^  citizen  of  Belvidere,  is  a  native  of  Portland, 
Me.  He  was  bom  October  23,  1827,  and  is 
one  of  ei.hfc  children,  whose  parents  wore  Charles 
and  Ann  (Hager)  Jackson,  The  father  was  born 
in  North  Yarmouth,  Mass.,  October  10, 1779,  was 
reared  in  his  native  State,  and  learned  the  trade 
of  paper-maker.  After  his  marriage,  he  settled  in 
Portland,  Me.,  and  at  one  time  owned  two  ships. 
He  resided  in  Portland  until  1888,  when  ho  emi¬ 
grated  to  Illinois,  accompanied  by  his  wife,  and 
entered  a  tract  of  Government  land  in  Marengo 
Township,  McHenry  County,  upon  which  he  built 
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a  substantial  log  house,  18x24  feet,  and  two  stories 
in  height,  one  of  the  best  homos  in  this  section  of 
the  country  at  that  time.  He  continued  to  reside 
upon  that  farm  until  his  death,  in  1878.  His  wife 
passed  away  ttie  year  previous.  Their  children  were 
Charles,  Hiram,  Cranston,  Nathan,  William,  James, 
Amos  and  Thomas.  Cranston  was  the  first  of  the 
family  to  come  to  Illinois,  whither  he  emigrated 
immediately  after  leaving  college  in  1887.  He 
located  in  what  is  now  Boone  County,  and  was 
followed  by  all  of  his  brothers,  who  settled  in 
Boone  or  McHenry  Counties. 

It  was  about  1840  when  Thomas  Jackson. came 
to  Illinois,  in  company  with  his  brother  Nathan, 
At  that  time,  this  region  was  very  sparsely  settled, 
much  of  the  land  was  still  owned  by  the  Govern¬ 
ment,  and  deer  roamed  at  will  over  the  prairies. 
There  were  no  railroads,  and  the  farm  products 
wore  hauled  to  Chicago.  There  was  no  mill  nearer 
than  Pecatonica,  and  it  required  two  days  to  make 
the  trip  to  and  from  that  place.  Our  subject 
remained  with  Iris  parents  until  their  deaths,  and 
continued  to  reside  on  the  old  homestead  until 
1888,  when  he  went  to  Humboldt  County,  Iowa, 
where  he  purchased  a  farm,  and  made  his  home  fur 
one  year.  On  selling  out,  he  returned  to  the  old 
homestead  in  Marengo  Township,  and  engaged  in 
its  cultivation  until  1891.  He  owned  one  hundred 
and  twenty  acres  of  fine  land,  under  a  high  state 
of  cultivation,  and  well  improved  with  good  build¬ 
ings  and  the  other  accessories  of  a  model  farm. 

On  the  16th  of  May,  1850,  Mr.  Jackson  led  to 
the  marriage  altar,  Miss  Sarah  A.  Brush,  who  was 
born  in  Truxton,  Cortland  County,  N.  Y.,  Octo¬ 
ber  14,  1880.  Her  father,  Joseph  Brush,  was  a 
native  of  Danbury,  Conn.,  and  the  grandfather, 
Richard  Brush,  spout  his  entire  life  in  the  Nutmeg 
State,  The  father  learned  the  trade  of  shoemaker, 
and  followed  it  for  a  time,  but  spent  his  leisure 
hours  in  studying.  When  a  young  man,  lie  went 
to  New  York  City,  where  he  studied  law  in  the 
same  class  with  Martin  Van  Buren,and  then  began 
the  practice  of  the  legal  profession  in  Truxton. 
In  1882,  ho  went  to  Smithport,  McKean  County, 
where  he  practiced  for  one  year,  after  which  he 
removed  to  LaFayette,  and  engaged  in  keeping 
hotel  and  in  farming.  Ho  also  served  as  Post- 
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master,  and  there  made  his  home  until  1846,  when 
he  became  a  resident  of  Cliardon,  Geauga  County, 
Ohio.  In  1858,  he  emigrated  to  Illinois,  purchased 
a  small  tract  of  land  in  Bonus  Township,  Boone 
County,  upon  which  he  built  a  home,  and  there 
resided  until  his,  death,  in  1861.  He  had  served 
in  the  War  of  1812,  and  was  a  prominent  citizen. 
Ilis  wife  was  .Sarah  Partlow,  in  her  maidenhood. 
She  was  born  in  Cayuga  County,  N.  Y.,  and  was 
a  daughter  of  Seymour  and  Susanna  (Purdy)  Part- 
low.  She  spent  her  last,  years  in  Bonus  Township, 
and  departed  this  life  in  1882. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jackson  have  a  family  of  six 
children;  tiiese  three  are  living:  Daniel  Leone, 
Berlin  S.,  and  Willie  R.  Those  deceased  are  Har¬ 
vey  B.,  who  died  February  17,  1876,  aged  seven¬ 
teen  years,  seven  months,  and  twenty-one  days; 
Eugene  died  November  12,  1888,  aged  twenty-two 
years,  ten  months  and  two  days,  and  Jessie  L., 
wife  of  Franz  E.  Tripp,  died  April  18,  1891,  aged 
twenty-seven  years,  six  months  and  one  day. 
The  family  continued  to  reside  upon  the  farm 
until  1891,  when  Mr.  Jackson  sold  out  and  came 
to  Belvidere.  He  purchased  property  and  built  a 
home  in  the  locality  known  as  Riverside,  and  is 
there  living  a  retired  life.  He  is  a  consistent 
member  of  the  Free  Methodist  Church,  has  taken 
an  active  part  in  its  interests,  and  done  much  for 
its  upbuilding  and  advancement.  In  sentiment, 
he  is  a  strong  Prohibitionist,  but  is  not  connected 
with  that  party  or  any  other  political  organization. 


:|pS>HOMAS  P.  KETTLEWELL,  a  well-known 
citizen  of  Rockford,  was  born  in  the  vil- 
age  of  Scruten ,  Yorkshire,  England,  August 
22,  1818.  His  father,  Thomas  Kcttlewell,  was 
born  in  the  same  place,  os  was  also  the  grandfather, 
Richard.  In  1835,  the  father  came  to  America, 
bringing  with  him  his  wife  and  nine  children. 
They  set  sail  from  Liverpool  May  *8,  and,  having 
spent  nearly  two  months  upon  the  ocean  in  a  sailing 
Vessel,  “The  Columbia,”  they  landed  in  New  York 
July  8,  later  crossing  Lake  Erie  to  Port  Stanley. 
He  bought  a  farm  in  Soufchold  Township  in  that 
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part  of  Middlesex  now  included  in  Elgin  County,  Louis,  William,  Charles  and  Fannie,  respectively. 
Canada,  and  resided  there  for  a  number  of  years,  The  political  views  of  our  subject  arc  in  accord- 
after  whieh  he  came  to  Rockford  and  there  made  ance  with  the  doctrines  of  the  Republican  party, 
his  home  until  death  ended  Ills  career.  and  ho  is  truly  American  in  his  sympathy  with 

The  mother  of  oursubject  was  known  in  maiden-  our  institutions.  Both  he  and  his  good  wife  arc 
hood  as  Mary  Pinckney.  She  was  born  in  the  vil-  active  and  earnest  members  of  the  Presbyterian 
lage  of  Scruten,  Yorkshire,  England,  and  was  a  Church, 
daughter  of  Ralph  and  Fannie  Pinckney.  Her  ' 

life  ended  at  the  home  of  her  son  in  Rockford  in 
1873.  Her  nine  children  were  Mary  Ann,  Thomas, 

Richard,  Fanny,  Margaret,  Jane,  Susahhah,  Ralph  ft?  QEL  C.  KLING,  a  retired  farmer,  residing 
and  William.  Thomas  Kettlewell  was  seventeen  I  near  the-end\bf  Kishwaukee  Street,  is  a  good 
years  old  when  he  came  with  his  parents  to  Amor-  ^=JJ|  example  of  what  can  be  accomplished  in 

ica,  and  he  remembers  well  the  long  ocean  voyage.  life  when  thorough  determination  to  sue- 

He  resided  with  his  parents  in  Southold  until  his  ceed  in  any  calling  is  coupled  with  energy,  perse- 
marriage,  after  which  he  rented  a  farm  in  West-  veranee  and  close  application  in  the  directions 

minster  Township,  Elgin  County,  Canada,  where  chosen.  He  came  here  in  1868  a  poor  man  and  a 

he  made  his  home  until  1850,  when  he  came  to  stranger,  but  by  hard  work  and  Indomitable  wilt- 

Illinois  by  way  of  lake  and  railroad  to  Elgin,  power  has  amassed  considerable  wealth,  and  is  now 

which  was  then  the  Western  terminus  Of  the  rail-  classed  among  the  substantial  men  of  the  county, 
road.  He  is  a  promoter  and  stockholder  in  the  Rock 

Having  reached  Rockford  by  team  from  Elgin,  River  Planing  Mill  Company,  and  President  of  the 
he  engaged  in  farming  for  two  years,  and  then  Swedish  Brewing  Company, 
for  some  time  carried  on  butchering  and  stock-  Our  subject  began  life  in  Rockford  as  a  carpen¬ 
dealing,  and  has  been  active  in  this  lino  of  bust-  ter,  and  followed  that  occupation  for  about  ten 
ness  from. that  time  on.  He  was  married,  July  3,  years  for  E.  Flemming,  and  subsequently  becamo 
1844,  to  SusannaHorton,  who  was  born  in  South-  one  of  the  incorporators  and  stockholders  of  tiie 
old,  Elgin  County,  Canada,  April  12,  1824.  Her  Co-operative  Furniture  Company,  with  which  lie 
father,  Peter  Horton,  was  born  in  New  Jersey  and  remained  about  eight  years.  After  this,  lie  pur- 
was  a  son  Of  Samuel  Horton,  who  was  also  a  native  chased  one  hundred  and  fourteen  acres  near  the 
of  the  same  State,  but  migrated  from  thereto  city,  tilled  the  soil  for  six  years,  and  sold  this  line 
Canada,  where  he  did  thorough  pioneer  work,  farm  recently  for  *23,500.  He  then  invested  in 
clearing  a  tract  of  timber  land  on  Talbot  Street  city  property. 

and  developing  a  farm  from  the  wilderness,  mid-  Mr.  Kling  was  born  in  Wester  Gothland,  Sweden, 
ing  there  until  his  death,  November  28,  1886,  and  was  taught  the  trade  of  a 

The  mother  of  Mrs.  Kettlewell  was,  before  her  watch-maker  there,  following  that  until  became  to 

marriage,  known  as  Margaret  Ramsey,  and  after  this  country.  He  was  the  third  of  his  family  who 
her  marriage  with  Mr.  Horton  they  lived  upon  a  came  to  America,  two  brothers,  Augustus  and 
tract  of  timber  land  three  miles  from  the  old  Swan,  having  preceded  him.  The  parents  died  in 
home,  residing  there  until  1846,  when  they  sold  Sweden,  the  father,  Lars  Kling,  dying  when  sov- 
their  property,  and,  coming  to  Winnebago  County,  enty-seven  yearn  of  age.  He  followed  the  trade 
bought  a  tract  of  land  in  Guilford  Township,  of  watch-maker  all  his  life,  and  had  seven  sons  who 
where  Mr.  Horton  died  in  1850.  also  became  watch-makers.  He  was  the  father  of 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kettlewell  have  reared  seven  chil-  twenty-two  children  by  three  wives,  seventeen 

dren,  in  whom  they  take  great  delight,  ancj  for  Sons  and  five  daughters,  all  of  whom  lived  to  ma- 
whose  future  they  have  true  parental  solicitude,  turo  years,  and  sixteen  married.  Ills  second  mar- 
They  bear  the  names  of  Mary,  Mannle  J.,  Eva,  riage  resulted  in  the  birth  of  twelve  sons  and  one 
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daughter,  of  whom  our  subject  was  one  of  the 
younger.  Nino  sous  and  the  daughter  arc  still 
living. 

Joel  C.  Kling  was  first  married  in  his  native 
country  to  Miss  Mary  Anderson,  who  accompanied 
him  to  the  States  and  died  here  in  1871,  when  forty 
years  of  age.  She  left  no-  children.  She  was  a 
working  member  of  the  Swedish  Lutheran  Church. 
Our  subject’s  second  marriage  was  to  Charlotte 
Johnson,  who  was  born  in  Norkart  Proyince,  Swe¬ 
den,  on  the  14th  of  February,  1842.  Her  father, 
John  P.  Johnson,  followed  the  occupation  of.  a 
mechanic,  was  a  skillful  workman,  and  died  when 
seventy-two  years  of  age,  Ilis  wife  died  when 
Mrs.  Kling  was  about  twenty  years  of  age,  being 
herself  about  forty-three  years  old.  Mrs.  Kling 
was  the  only  child,  and  when  twenty-bight  years 
of  age  came  unaccompanied  to  the  United  States. 
Like  her  mother,  she  was  a  dress-maker  by  trade, 
and  followed  this  until  her  marriage  to  Mr.  Kling. 

The  six  children  born  to  this  union  are  named 
as  follows ;  Verna  T.,  Ernest  IT.,  Tickla  T.»  Beta 
G.,  Herbert  J,,  and  Huldah  G.,  all  at  home.  Mr. 
and  Mrs,  Kling  are  members  of  the  Emanuel 
Swedish  Lutheran  Church,  and  Mr,  Kling-  is  a 
stanch  supporter  of  the  principles  of  the  Repub¬ 
lican  party. 


TEPHEN  M.  WARREN.  Few  people  pass¬ 
ing  through  Leroy  Township  fail  to  ob¬ 
serve  the  valuable  anil  well-appoin t^d 
homestead  which  is  pleasantly  located  /in 
auction  9,  and  denotes  on  all  sides  the  hand  of 
thrift  and  prosperity,  By  a  process  of  careful 
cultivation  and  the  exercise  of  cultivated  tastes, 
the  farm  is  now  conceded  to  be  one  of  the  most 
desirable  in  this  section  of  Boone  County.  The 
Holds  are  conveniently  laid  off  and  enclosed  with 
neat  fences,  and  the  farm  buildings,  erected  in 
modern  style,  are  all  that  could  be  reasonably  re¬ 
quired  by  the  progressive  agriculturist. 

While  Mr.  Warren  has  devoted  his  energies  to 
the  establishment  Of  a  good  home  and  has  brought 
the  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  on  his  farm  to 
a  high  cultivation,  be  has  not  been  unmindful  of 
07 
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the  welfare  of  the  people  around  him  and  has  aided 
in  all  good  works  to  the  best  of  his  ability.  He 
possesses  excellent  judgment  and  a  good  practical 
education,  and  lias  been  uniformly  fortunate  in 
his  investments.  His  residence,  which  was  erected 
in  the  fall  of  1891,  is  one  of  the  most  commodious 
and  attractive  in  the  vicinity,  and  is  furnished 
throughout  in  a  manner  indicating  the  refined 
tastes  of  the  family. 

Matthew  Warren,  father  of  our  subject,  emi¬ 
grated  from  England  to  Am  erica  in  early  manhood 
and  was  married,  near  Batavia,  N,  Y,,  to  Grace, 
daughter  of  W  illiam  Dullum,  who  came  to  Boone 
County  about  1846,  and  purchased  land' near  Pop¬ 
lar  Grove,  where  he  established  a  permanent  home. 
His  death  occurred  there  in  1857,  when  he  was  in 
the  prime  of  life.  He  and  his  wife  had  a  family 
Of  four  children,  three  daughters  and  one  son: 
Anna,  Henrietta  P.}  Stephen  M.  and  Ellen.  Anna 
became  Mrs.  Jesse  Dennis  and  died  in  Dakota  in 
1873,  at  the  age  of  twenty-six,  leaving  one  son, 
Warren;  Henrietta  is  the  wife  of  W.  Wilson,  of 
Flint,  Mich.;  and  Ellen  is  now  Mrs.  George  Zie- 
gaus,  of  Sharon,  Wis. 

A  native  of  this  county,  our  subject  was  born 
September  18,  L850.  He  was  reared  to  farm  life, 
and  used  his  excellent  education  ip  the  profession 
of  a  teacher,  which  he  followed  nine  terras.  He 
was  also  engaged  for  nine  years  in  making  cheese 
in  factories,  but  has  since  engaged  exclusively  in 
farming  and  stockfaising.  He  keeps  a  goodly 
number  of  fine  cattle,  his  specialty  being  Holstein 
cows. 

Mr.  Warren  has  received  the  active  co-operation 
of  his  wife,  to  whom  he  was  married  May  27,  1873. 
She  was  Miss  Alida  B.,  daughter  of  John  and  Cor¬ 
nelia  (Walley)  Prindle,  natives  of  Massachusetts 
and  New  York  respectively.  They  came  West  in 
the  spring  of  1842,  two  years  after  their  marriage, 
making  the  trip  in  a  covered  wagon  drawn  by 
oxen.  They  first  stopped  at  Kenosha,  and  from 
there  came  to  Boone  County,  where  he  entered  a 
tract  of  two  hundred  and  sixty  acres  from  the 
Government,  to  which  he  later  added  eighty  acsjOs. 
When  he  died  on  New  Year’s  Day,  1891,  at  the 
age  of  seventy-five,  he  left  his  widow  and  four 
children  comfortably  provided  for.  Their  son, 
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Franklin,  enlisted  in  the  Thirteenth  Wisconsin  In¬ 
fantry  at  the  age  of  nineteen  years,  and  had  Served 
but  three  months  when  he  died  of  pneumonia  and 
his  mortal  remains  are  now  resting  in  the  cemetery 
at  Sharon,  Wis.  The  surviving  members  of  the 
family  are  $.  W.,  a  grain  dealer  at  Sharon;  J  lun¬ 
ette,  the  wife  of  W.  H.  Stevens,  of  Sharon;  Martha 
J.,  who  married  C.  S.  Raymond,  a  commercial 
traveler  of  Keokuk,  Iowa,  and  Mrs.  Warren. 

Onr  subject  and  his  estimable  wife  are  the  par¬ 
ents  of  three  children:  Willis  M.,  Mabel  J.  and 
Jesse  E.,  who  are  receiving  good  educations  in  the 
schools  of  the  neighborhood.  Politically,  Mr. 
Warren  is  a  Republican,  and  is  serving  the  third 
term  both  as  Road  Commissioner  and  School  Di¬ 
rector,  in  which  positions  he  is  doing  effective 
work  in  behalf  of  the  people. 


]  OSIAH  S.  LEONARD,  who  is  doing  an  ex 
tensive  business  as  a  dealer  in  hardwood 
|  lumber,  is  numbered  among  the  enterpris- 
ing  citizens  of  Rockford.  He  established 
business  in  April,  1885,  and  from  the  beginning 
his  trade  has  constantly  increased,  until  it  has  now 
assumed  extensive  proportions. 

Mr.  Leonard  is  a  native  of  Syracuse  Y.,  and 
was  there  reared  and  educated.  His  grandfather, 
James  Alex  Leonard,  was  a  native  of  New  Jersey, 
and  descended  from  New  England  parentage  of 
English  origin.  After  his  marriage,  lie  removed 
witli  his  wife  to  the  wilds  of  the  Empire  Stats, 
driving  the  teams  overland,  and  settled  upon  a 
farm  near  Auburn,  N.  Y.,  which  he  purchased  of 
the  Government.  He  there  made  a  home,  and  de¬ 
veloped  a  good  farm,  on  which  his  daughter  now 
resides.  He  and  his  wife  there  spent  their  remain¬ 
ing  days,  and  were  called  to  their  final  rest  at  an 
advanced  age.  It  was  there  that  John  A.  Leon¬ 
ard,  the  father  of  our  subject,  grew  to  manhood. 
He  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Louisa  Sloan, 
who  was  bom  near  Cooperstown,  N.  Y.,  and  died 
at  her  home  near  Auburn  when  in  middle  life. 
Mr.  Leonard  passed  away  in  1878,  at  the  age  of 
sixty-eight  years.  He  and  his  wife  were  members 


of  the  Congregational  Church.  Their  family  num¬ 
bered  four  sons  and  five  daughters,  seven  of  whom 
are  yet  living,  and  with  one  exception  all  arc  mar¬ 
ried. 

Josiah  Leonard,  whose  name  heads  this  record, 
entered  upon  his  business  career  in  his  native  city 
at  the  age  of  twenty- two  years  ns  a  lumber  mer¬ 
chant.  Subsequently,  lie  emigrated  Westward,  lo¬ 
cating  in  Chicago,  where  ho  spent  some  years, 
removing  thence  to  Rockford,  where  lie  has 
since  carried  on  an  extensive  jobbing  business. 
With  the  exception  of  eighteen  months  spent  in 
the  South,  he  has  given  hi|;ontire  time  and  atten¬ 
tion  to  the  business  which  he  yet  follows.  He  buys 
lumber  by  the  car  load,  and  sells  chiefly  to  the  fac¬ 
tories.  Mr.  Leonard  is  recognized  as  a  man  of  ex¬ 
cellent  business  ability,  sagacious  and  enterprising, 
and  straightforward  and  upright  in  all  things. 

In  Onondaga  County,  N.  Y.,  onr  subject  was 
joined  in  wedlock  with  Miss  Mary  M.  Bostwlck, 
who  was  born  on  Otisco  Hill,  N.  Y.,  and  there  re¬ 
sided  until  twelve  years  of  age.  Her  education 
was  acquired  in  Syracuse,  and  in  Homer  Academy, 
of  Homer,  N.  Y.  Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Leonard 
have  been  born  six  children:  Levi  D,,  who  now 
I  assists  his  father  in  business;  Ilcttic  M.,  attending 
the  High  School ;  AnnaL.,  Charlotte  II, ,  Anna  B., 
and  Ruth,  all  yet  at  home.  The  parents!  are  both 
members  of  the  Grace  Methodist  Church,  and  take 
an  active  part  in  its  work  and  upbuilding,  Mr. 
Leonard  being  Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Trustees. 
In  politics,  lie  is  independent,  not  bound  by  party 
tics.  Himself  and  wife  rank  high  in  social  circles, 
and  have  the  warm  regard  of  all  with  whom  they 
have  come  in  contact. 


2,  of  that  township,  May  1, 1840.  He  is 
a  son  of  James  Scott,  who  was  born  in  Richland 
County,  Ohio,  June  1,  1805,  where  his  father, 
Joseph  Scott,  was  one  of  the  first  settlers.  The 
latter  gentleman  improved  a  good  farm,  upon 
which  he  resided  for  a  number  of  years,  and  then 
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coming'  to  Illinois  spoilt  the  remainder  of  liis  life 
with  his  youngest  son  in  this  township.  The 
maiden  name  of  his  wife  was  Elizabeth  Brown; 
she  died  in  Riehiand  County,  Ohio. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  reared  on  the 
home  farm,  and  on  attaining  mature  years  was 
married,  June  20,  1826,  to  Miss,  Elizabeth  Fisher. 
Purchasing  forty  acres  of  timber  land  twelve  miles 
east  of  Mansfield,  ho  erected  thereon  a  log  house, 
in  which  ho,  lived  with  his  family  until  1836. 
Then  removing  to  the  Territory  of  Michigan,  he 
located  near  Cassopolis,  where  he  made  his  home 
for  two  years,  then  came  to  the  Prairie  vState,  the 
journey  being  made  overland  with  two  pairs  of 
oxen  and  a  wagon,  the  party  including  his  wife  and 
four  children.  The  country  round  about  Rockford 
was  sparsely  settled,  and  Government  land  sold 
for  $1.25  per  acre.  Mr.  Scott,  with  his  household, 
moved  into  a  log  cabin  in  company  with  a  family 
named  Manchester,  with  whom  they  lived  for  a 
short  time.  In  the  meantime,  the  father  made  a 
claim  to  tho  northeast  quarter  of  section  9,  Bnr- 
i!itt  Township,  on  which  he  erected  a  rude  log  cabin, 
and  in  it  moved  his  family  and  resided  until  his 
decease,  during  tho  late  war. 

The  maiden  name  of  the  mother  of  our  subject 
was  Miss  Elizabeth  Fisher;  she  was  born  in  Colum¬ 
biana  County,  Ohio,  March  26,  1810,  and  is  the 
daughter  of  Henry  Fisher,  a  pioneer  of  that  county, 
but  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  He  was  a  team¬ 
ster  and  was  engaged  in  hauling  goods  from  differ¬ 
ent  points  in  Ohio  to  Philadelphia  and  Baltimore. 
Later  in  life,  removing  to  Riehiand  County,  ho 
purchased  a  tract  of  timber  land,  which  he  cleared 
and  resided  upon  until  his  death.  Tho  maiden 
name  of  his  wife,  the  grandmother  of  our  subject, 
was  Nancy  Fulks,  also  a  mative  of  the  Keystone 
State,  who,  on  coming  t //  Durand,  Ill.,  died  at  the 
homd  of  her  son.  i\ 

Mrs.  Elizabeth  Seotl.'the  mother  of  our  subject, 
h  still  living  and  makes  her  homo  with  her  son 
Charles,  on  section  6.  She  roared  a  family  of  eight 
children,  of  whom  our  subject  was  the  fourth  in 
order  of  birth,  i?e  was  reared  and  educated  in 
his  native  town  and,  with  the  exception  of  one 
year,  has  resided  in  Burritt  Township  all  his  life. 
He  remained  at  home  assisting  his  father  until  his 


marriage,  when  he  rented  property  for  a  twelve- 
month,  and  then  purchased  the  farm  where  he 
makes  his  homo  at  the  present  time,  and  which  is 
located  on  the  northeastern  quarter  of  section  10, 
Burritt  Township, 

Miss  Jane  Steward  and  James  W.  Scott  were 
iljnited  in  marriage,  October  15,  1862.  The  lady 
Was  born  in  Elgin  County,  Province  of  Ontario. 
Canada,  and  is  the  daughter  of  William  Steward, 
who  was,  as  far  as  is  known,  a  native  of  the  same 
locality.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Scott  have  been  born 
two  children :  Edwin  L.  and  Ella  M.  The  son,  who 
married  Miss  Clara  Chapman,  has  two  children: 
Elmer  and  Grace  D,  Our  subject  is  independent 
in  politics  and  is  highly  thought  of  by  the  entire 
community. 


JJ  UBRVA  JONES,  Superintendent  of  the 
Rockford  Manufacturing  Company,  has 
been  a  resident  of  this  city  since  1863, 
and  is  numbered  among  the  early  settlers 
Of  the  county  of  1846.  He  was  bom  in  Canan¬ 
daigua,  N.  Y.,  August  20,  1827,  and  is  a  son  of 
J.  Horva  Jones,  Sr.,  a  native  of  Hudson  City, 
N.  Y.  The  grandfather  was  a  Scotchman  and  in 
his  native  land  learned  the  trade  of  a  marble  cut¬ 
ter.  After  bis  marriage,  he  came  to  this  country, 
settling  in  Hudson  City,  N.  Y.,  where  he  followed 
his  trade  until  his  death  in  1806, 

The  father  of  our  subject  spent  his  boyhood 
days  in  the  Empire  State,  where  1m  learned  the 
trade  of  a  cabinet-maker.  In  Canandaigua,  lm 
wedded  Miss  Mary  Doolittle,  who  was  born  in 
Connecticut  and  was  a  descendant  of  Jason  Doo¬ 
little,  an  English  inventor,  who  made  one  of  the 
first  steam  engines.  It  is  said  that  on  one  occa¬ 
sion  the  engine  got  away  from  him  when  he  was 
displaying  it  to  some  friends  and  completely  de¬ 
molished  a  shed.  After  tho  marriage  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs,  Jones,  they  resided  in  New  York  until  1840, 
when  they  emigrated  Westward,  locating  in  Byron, 
Ogle  County,  Ill.  In  the  Ml  of  1851,  Mr.  Jones 
went  to  Boston  and  took  passage  on  board  the 
“Telegraph,”  for  Calcutta,  in  hopes  that  a  trip  to 
that  country  would  benefit  his  health,  but  the 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


vessel  was  never  afterward  heard  from,  Mr.  Jones 
was  then  fifty-one  years  of  age.  He  was  a  life-long 
Methodist,  and  his  wife,  who  survived  him  some 
years,  was  a  consistent  member  of  the  same  church. 

The  education  of  our  subject  was  acquired  in 
the  schools  of  his  native  State,  where  he  remained 
until  1846,  when,  with  his  parents,  lie  came  to 
Illinois.  A  year  later,  he  settled  in  llockton, 
Winnebago  County.  With  his  father,  he  learned 
the  trade  of  a  cabinet-maker  in/  his  youth,  and 
since  that  time  has  been  a  practical  mechanic  and 
inventor.  He  got  out  his  first  patent  as  early  as 
1854,  the  machine  being  a  hand  corn-planter,  the 
first  of  the  kind  patented.  He  came  to  Rockford 
in  1863,  and  has  since  been  one  of  the  prominent 
residents  of  the  city.  He  now  occupies  the  posi¬ 
tion  of  Superintendent  of  the  Rockford  Manufac¬ 
turing  Company,  which  manufactures  all  kinds  of 
farming  implements,  including  plows,  harrows, 
sulky  rakes  and  mowers,  and  makers  a  specialty  of 
the  famous  “Farm  Ring  Sulky  Plow.”  Mr.  Jones 
has  taken  out  some  eighty  patents  on  farm  imple¬ 
ments,  one  of  the  most  important  of  which  is  the 
Standard  Mower,  about  ten  thousand  of  these  ma¬ 
chines  being  constructed  annually  by  the  Emer¬ 
son  &  Talcott  Manufacturing  Company,  of  this 
city.  They  use  a  number  of  his  patents,  which 
have  proved  to  be  very  successful  and  have 
found  a  ready  sale.  For  twenty-five  years,  Mr. 
Jones  was  Superintendent  of  the  Emerson  &  Tal¬ 
cott  Manufacturing  Company,  but  now  gives  the 
greater  part  of  his  attention  to  the  ^uperintend- 
ency  of  the  Rockford  Manufacturing  Company^ 

Mr.  Jones  was  married  in  Rockton  to  Mis3 
Pauline  P.  Austin,  who  was  bom  in  Maine,  Octo¬ 
ber  4, 1882,  and  was  brought  to  RocktOn  in  1838 
by  her  parents,  H.  Se(we!l  and  Margaret  (Packard) 
Austin.  Her  father  is  numbered  among  the  early 
settlers  of  that  locality  and  was  the  owner  of  a 
large  and  well-improved  farm,  upon  which  his 
death  occurred,  January  26,  1892,  caused  by  la 
grippe.  Had  he  lived  until  the  following  May, 
he  would  have  been  eighty  years  of  age.  He  was 
a  prominent  resident  of  that  community,  and  for 
some  years  had  servedt  as  Supervisor  of  Shirland 
Township.  He  had  been  twice  married,  bis  two 
wives  being  sisters.  The  mother  of  Mrs.  Jones 


died  when  she  was  only  a  year  old.  By  her  mar¬ 
riage  she  hashed  two  children.  The  elder,  Herman 
A.,  a  machinist  in  tho  employ  of  the  Emerson  A 
Talcott  Company,  wedded  Louisa  Switz,  and  they 
have  two  children,  Charles  and  Mattie.  May  is 
now'  the  wife  of  ITzal  0.  Osborne,  foreman  of  tho 
polishing  department  in  tho  watch  factory.  They 
have  one  son,  Fred. 

Mr.  Jones  is  a  well-known  resident  of  Rock¬ 
ford,  prominent  in  public  affairs,  and  progressive. 
By  nature  he  is  genial  and  wins  friends  wherever 
he  goes.  In  politics,  he  is  a  stalwart  Republican 
and  has  served  as  Supervisor  Of  tho  Fifth  Ward. 
His  wife  is  an  active  member  of  the  Christian 
Union  Church.  They  havo  now  a  beautiful  homo 
at  No.  606  North  Church  Street. 


LAUS  Gr.  PETERSON  has  been  agent  for 
the  Illinois  Central  Railroad  of  East  Rock, 
ford  since  February,  1890,  and  has  filled 
the  position  with  credit  to  himself  and  to  all  con¬ 
cerned.  He  came  to  this  city  from  Auburn,  Neb., 
but  had  formerly  been  a  resident  of  this  county, 
having  been  reared  and  educated  in  Cherry  Val¬ 
ley  Township.  He  was  connected  with  a  boot 
and  shoe  firm  for  some  time,  but  on  account  of 
voice  failure  lie  went  to  California,  where  lie  re¬ 
mained  four  years,  and  where  he  regained  his 
vocal  powers.  Returning  to  Rockford,  he  has  made 
this  city  his  home  ever  since,  with  the  exception 
of  two  years  spent  in  Nebraska, 

Our  subject  is  of  foreign  birth,  Wester  Gothland 
Province,  Sweden,  being  his  native  country,  and 
he  was  born  on  the  14th  of  May,  1849.  When 
three  years  of  age,  he  was  brought  to  the  United 
States  by  his  parents,  who  landed  in  Boston  on 
the  4th  of  July,  1852.  They  were  three  months 
in  crossing  the  ocean  and  many  of  the  passengers 
died  f.)  cholera,  but  the  Petoxsons  escaped  with 
little  sickness.  They  came  on  to  Chicago,  but 
found  cholera  prevalent  in  that  city,  and  they 
then  wont  to  Elgin,  III.,  where  they  remained 
three  months.  In  1852,  they  came  to  Rockford, 
and  in  1856  the  family  moved  to  Chorry  Valley 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD 


1235 


and  made  their  homo  there  until  1863,  when  they 
located  in  Cherry  Valley  Township,  where  they 
remained  until  1875,  and  then  came  back  to 
Rockford,  where  the  father  died  in  November, 
1879,  when  eighty -six  years  of  age.  His  name 
was  Peter  Peterson.  His  wife,  who  is  still  living 
and  quite  active  for  seventy-five  years  of  age,  re¬ 
sides  with  her  son,  P.  A.  Peterson  (see  sketch). 
Peter  Peterson  and  his  wife  were  early  members 
Of  the  First  Lutheran  Church  of  Rockford,  and 
were  classed  among  the  representative  Swedish- 
American  settler's  of  the  city. 

Mr.  Peterson  of  this  notice  was  married  in 
Rockford  and  is  the  father  Of  One  child,  a  son, 
Claus  Varro,  a  bright,  intelligent  lad,  who  was 
horn  August  11,  1889.  He  and  his  wife  arc  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of  this 
city.  Mr.  Peterson  is  a  strong  advocate  of  Pro¬ 
hibition,  and  socially  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic 
fraternity,  Blue  Lodge.  He  is  a  hard-working, 
industrious  citizen  and  a  man  universally  re¬ 
spected. 

G  FORGE  W.  FLAGG.  Descended  from  two 
old  New  England  families,  this  gentleman 
has,  in  his  personal  affair's,  manifested  the 
frugality,  industry  and  perseverance  that  are 
prominent  tvaits  in  the  Yankee  character,  acquir¬ 
ing  thereby  a  fortune  that  has  enabled  him  to  be¬ 
stow  upon  his  children  thorough  educations,  and 
to  surround  his  family  with  every  comfort.  He 
occupies  one  of  the  handsomest  farm  residences  in 
Seward  Township,  Winnebago  County,  and  has 
identified  himself  with  various  movements  which 
tend  to  the  higher  civilization  and  prosperity  of 
his  community,  gaining  thereby  a  reputation  sec¬ 
ond  to  none  as  a  public-spirited  oitizen. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Heath,  Franklin 
County,  Mass.,  September  9, 1775.  He  is  a  son  of 
Silas  M.  and  Hannah  Flagg,  the  former  of  whom 
was  a  nativo  of  Worcester,  Mass.,  but  who  spent 
the  greater  portion  of  his  life  In  Franklin  County, 
where  his  demise  occurred  when  forty-seven  years 
of  ago.  Mrs.  Hannah  Flagg  was  born  iu  Wind¬ 
ham  County,  Vt.,  and  also  died  in  the  above- 


named  county  in  Massachusetts,  when  sixty-three 
years  of  age.  Her  parents  were  natives  of  New 
England. 

Mr.  Flagg,  of  this  sketch,  remained  at  home 
until  1856,  when  he  came  to  Winnebago  County, 
and  lived  for  a  time-  in  Pecatonica.  Thence  he 
came  to  Seward  Township,  and  two  years  there¬ 
after  went  East  and  settled  on  the  old  home  farm 
in  Massachusetts.  Returning,  however,  in  1859, 
he  has  since  been  identified  with  the  interests  of 
Seward  Township.  Miss  Lestina  Rugg  became 
the  wife  of  our  subject,  January  9,  1850.  She  was 
born  in  Franklin  County,  Mass.,  and  was  tlie 
daughter  of  Davis  and  Eunice  Rugg,  the  former 
of  whom  was  born  August  20, 1786,  in  Leominister, 
Mass. 5  he  departed  this  life  in  Seward  Township, 
February  2,  1872.  Mrs.  Eunice  Rugg  was  born 
October  17,  1790,  in  the  same  State  and  comity  as 
was  her  husband,  and  departed  this  life  in  Winne¬ 
bago  County,  March  13,  1874.  The  wife  of  our 
subject  was  a  member  of  a  family  of  eleven  chil¬ 
dren,  five  of  whom  are  living.  Her  grandparents 
were  also  natives  of  the  Bay  State,  of  Irish  de¬ 
scent. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  George  W.  Flagg  .have  been 
born  four  children,  two  living;  Henry  E.,  who 
was  born  October  17,  1850,  in  I-Ieath,  Mass.,  was 
educated  iu  Pecatonica  College,  and  spent  one 
year  in  Nebraska.  Lillian  A.,  who  was  born  Feb¬ 
ruary  4, 1861,  in  Seward  Township,  is  now  Mrs. 
W.  R.  Stone,  and  the  mother  of  one  child.  Qur 
subject  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Congrega¬ 
tional  Church,  and  in  their  beautiful  home  enter-, 
tain  their  many  friends,  who  are  as  numerous  as 
their  acquaintances.  -- 


OHN  N.  PENWELL,  a  retired  farmer,  who 
now  makes  his  home  in  Belvidere,  has  the 
honor  of  being  a  native  citizen  of  Boone 
I  County.  He  was  born  in  Flora  Township, 
March  3,  1845.  His  father,  Luke  Penwell,  was 
born  near  Connorsville,  Fayette  County,  Ind.,  and 
his  grandfather,  Reuben  Penwell,  was.  a  native  of 
Indiana.  He  became  one  of  the  parliest  settlers  of 
Indiana,  where  he  made  his  home  until  about 
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1840,  which  year  witnessed  his  arrival  in  Illinois. 
He  was  also  one  of  the.  pioneers  of  Boone  County. 
He  located  at  Blood’s  Point,  secured  a  tract  of 
Government  land,  and  improved  a  farm,  upon 
which  he  resided  for  some  years.  He  spent  his 
last  days  with  his  children,  and.  died  at  the  home 
of  his  daughter,  in  Noblesville  'County,  Ind. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  reared  in  his  na¬ 
tive  State,  and  when  a  young  man  came  with  !) is 
parents  to  Illinois.  The  removal  hither  was  ]inado 
overland,  with  ox-teii,ms.  They  found  Boone 
County  to  be  very  sparsely  settled;  all  pf  the 
land  was  ft  til!  in  the  possession  of  the  Govern¬ 
ment,  and  door  and  other  vyild  game  wore  very 
plentiful.  There  were  no  railroads  hero  for 
several  years  after  their  arrival,  and  Mr.  Penwell 
used  to  haul  his  grain  to  Chicago  with  ox-teams* 
He  married  Elizabeth  Middleton,  a  native  of  the 
Buckeye  State,  and  a  daughter  of  John  and  Ruth 
Middleton,  after  which  he  located  on  land  which 
his  father  had  purchased.  He  made  his  home  in 
Boone  County  until  about  1858, when  he  removed 
to  De  Kalb  County,  and  purchased  a  farm,  to  the 
cultivation  and  improvement  of  which  he  devoted 
his  time  and  attention  until  1883,  when  he  re¬ 
moved  to  the  village  of  Kirkland,  where  he  is  now 
living  a  retired  life. 

Our  subject  is  one  of  a  family  of  four  children. 
His  education  was  acquired  in  the  pioneer  schools 
of  his  native  county,  which  he  attended  through 
the  winter  season,  while  in  the  summer  months  ho 
aided’liis  father  in  the  labors  of  the  farm.  He  re¬ 
mained  under  the  parental  roof  until  his  marriage, 
when  his  father  deeded  him  a  portion  of  the  old 
homestead,  and  he  engaged  in  agricultural  pur¬ 
suits  with  excellent  success  until  1881,  when  he 
sold  his  farm  and  came  to  the  city  of  Belvidere. 
He  purchased  property  at  the  corner  of  Whitney 
and  Fifth  Streets,  and  for  the  past  eleven  years 
has  spent  his  time  in  looking  after  his  real-estate 
interests. 

On  the  27th  of  February,  1867,  Mr.  Penwell  led 
to  the  marriage  altar  Miss  Charlotte  Beaman,  who 
was  born  in  Flora  Township,  Boone  County,  and 
is  a  daughter  of  George  and  Deborah  Leaman,  a 
sketch  of  whom  appears  elsewhere  in  this  volume. 
Unto  our  subject  and  his  wife  has  been  born  one 


son,  Charles  Arthur.  The  Penwell  household  is 
the  abode  of  hospitality,  anil  its  members  rank 
high  in  social  circles.  In  his  political  affiliations, 
our  subject  is  a  Republican.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Pen- 
well  were  married  nineteen  years  before  thoir  only 
child  was  born. 

ILHAM  M.  RICHARfoSON",  .wlio  is  on- 
gaged  in  general  mechanical  work  in  the 
village  of  Roscoo,  Winnebago  County, 
was  born  in  Spencer,  Mass.,  in  1820.  Hia, parents, 
Benjamin  and  Judith  (Mason)  Richardson,  were 
both  natives  of  New  England.  The  paternal 
grandfather,  Benjamin  Richardson,  Sr.,  also  be¬ 
longed  to  an  old  Now  England  family,  The  fa¬ 
ther  of  our  subject  wns  a  blacksmith  and  a  skilled 
workman  in  edged  tools.  He  removed  from  Massa¬ 
chusetts  to  Hudson,  N.  Y,,  and  there  followed  his 
trade  until  his  death  in  18*28.  ITe  left  a  family  of 
six  sons  and  six  daughters.  ^ 

Our  subject  came  to  Illinois  in  1846,  his 
brothers,  Benjamin  and  Washington,  having  pre¬ 
ceded  him  some  eleven  years.  He  learned  the 
blacksmith’s  trade  with  his  father  and  opened  his 
first  shop  in  Roscoo  in  1849,  carrying  on  his 
smithy  for  a  number  of  years.  However,  in  the 
autumn  of  1847,  he  returned  to  Massachusetts 
with  the  intention  of  remaining  there,  but  changed 
his  mind  and  again  came  to  Illinois,  bringing 
his  mother  with  him;  she  spent  her  last  days  with 
him. 

Mr.  Richardson  was  married  in  Roscoe,  in 
1850,  to  Miss  Lacy  A.,  daughter  of  Walter  and 
Qrry  (Cheney)  Warner,  the  former  of  Wethers¬ 
field  and  the  latter  of  Berlin,  Conn,  Hoc  parents 
came  West  to  Rockford  in  IfeSG.  Mr.  Warner 
made  the  journey  in  the  early  spring  with  an  ox- 
team,  and  after  locating  a  Government  claim,  sent 
for  his  family,  who  came  on  in  company  with  two 
other  families.  Upon  his  farm,  he  there  rcsid<\' 
until  his  death.  In  1839,  he  lost  his  wife,  who 
died,  leaving  one  son  and  four  daughters:  Lucy 
Ann,  Frederick,  Mary  Jane,  Josephine  and  Eliza¬ 
beth.  Mr.  Warner  was  again  married,  his  second 
union  being  with  Miss  Sarah  Tucker,  of  Elgin, 
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111.,  a  native  of  Virginia.  By  this  marriage  were 
born  seven  children,  but.  three  died  in  childhood. 
Washington,  Wilber,  Martha  and  Olin  grew  to 
adult  ago  and  two  are  now  living:  Wilber,  of  St. 
Louis,  and  Olin,  of  Chicago.  The  former  was  a 
soldier  during  the  lute  war.  The  father  died 
March  26,  1868,  at  the  age  of  sixty-two  years, 
llis  home  and  farm  in  Harlem  Township  still  be¬ 
long  to  his  heirs.  He  came  West  with  limited 
means,  but  died  leaving  a  handsome  estate. 

Our  subject  and  his  wife  have  One  child  yet 
living,  Alice,  wife  of  II.  B.  Curtis,  of  Roscoe,  by 
whom  she  had  one  child,  Rubie,  now  a  student  in 
Beloit,  For  some  time,  Mr.  Richardson  owned 
and  operated  one  hundred  and  two  acres  of  land 
in  Roscoe,  but  sold  it  after  twenty  years.  He 
{hen  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  plows  in  Ros¬ 
coe  for  th,irty  years.  Few  men  of  his  age  arc  as 
youthful  in  appearance  and  in  strength  as  he. 
Hunting  has  always  been  a  favorite  sport  with 
him,  and  in  early  times  after  a  hard  day’s  work 
he  would  often  go  out'  in  the  evening  and  bring 
In  from  six  to  twelve  prairie  chickens.  He  still 
enjoys  a  day  with  his  rod  and  gun  as  in  former 
years.  In  political  affiliations,  he  was  first  a  Fire# 
soiler,  and  is  now  a  i Republican.  He  and  his  wife 
have  been  members  of  the  Methodist  Church  for 
forty-four  years.  Thoy  have  traveled  life’s  jour¬ 
ney  together  for  forty-two  years  and  are  a  most 
worthy  couple,  held  In  high  regard  by  all  who 
know  them.  A 


HARLES  B.  LORD,  one  of  the  early  set¬ 
tlers  of  Boone  County,  now  living  retired 
in  Bclvidere,  was  born  in  Sherburne,  Che¬ 
nango  County,  N.  Y.,  Juno  24,  1821.  His  father, 
Alfred  Lord,  was  born  and  reared  in  Connecticut, 
and  in  tlmt  State  married  Jerusha- Carrier,  a  native 
of  Connecticut,  Thoy  removed  from  the  Nut¬ 
meg  State  to  Sherburne,  N.  Y.,  where  they  made 
their  home  until  1827,  when  they  became  resi¬ 
dents  of  Erie  County,  Pa.  Mr.  Lord  bought  a 
tract  of  timber  land  and  {moved  into  a  log  cabin 
winch  was  then  on  the  place,  In  1886,  he  sold 


that  farm  and  took  up  liie  jtfpfdencp  in  Summit 
County,  Ohio-,  where  he  made ‘his  homo  until  1838, 
when  he  came  to  Ilinois.  With  his  wife  and  lour 
children,  he  started  with  a  team  and  drove  to 
Cleveland,  where  he  embarked  on  a  steamer,  in¬ 
tending  to  land  at  Toledo,  but  a  storm  .arose  and 
drove  them  across  the  lake  to  the  Canadian  shore. 
They  landed  at  Detroit  and  with  a  team  drove  to 
Aurora,  III,,  where  they  remained  until  the  fail. 
During  the  summer,  our  subject  and  his  father 
started  with  a  horse  and  buggy  to  seek  a  location, 
and  visited  different  parts  of  Northern  Illinois. 
In  the  autumn,  the  family  removed  to  Boone 
County,  where  Mr.  Lord  made  a  claim  of  Govern¬ 
ment  land  in  what  is  now  Spring  Township.  At 
that  time  there  were  only  about  sixteen  acres 
broken,  and  a  log  cabin  constituted  the  improve¬ 
ments,  The  father  at-  once  began /the  develop¬ 
ment  of  the  farm,  but  was  called  to  his  final  rest 
|  about  Six  years  later.  Ills  wife  died  on  the  home 
farm  in  1841.  Their  four  children -were  Harriet, 
Charles,  Sarah  and  Lucius, 

Our  subject  was  eighteen  years  of  age  when 
his  parents  came  to  Illinois,  The  country  was 
sparsely  settled  and  they  had  to  undergo  many 
of  the  experiences  and  hardships  of  frontier  life. 
Charles  resided  with  his  father  until  about  the 
time  Of  his  marriage,  when  he  bought  eighty  acres 
of  Government  land  at  $1.25  per  acre,  and  on 
that  commenced  his  career  as  an  independent  and 
successful  farmer.  As  there  were  no  railroads,  he 
hauled  his  grain  to  Chicago,  Milwaukee  and  She¬ 
boygan.  Ho  made  other  purchases  as  his  means 
accumulated  until  he  was  the  owner  of  four  hun¬ 
dred  acres  of  fine  land,  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  across  the  line  in  De  Kalb  County. 

In  October,  1844,  Mr.  Lord  wedded  Clarissa 
Shattuck,  who  was  born  in  Concord,  Geauga 
County,  Ohio,  September  28,  1822.  Her  father, 
Emsfcus  Shattuck,  who  was  born  in  Connecticut, 
removed  to  New  York  and  afterward  to  Ohio,  be¬ 
coming  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  Concord, 
Geauga  County.  He  there  resided  until  1835, 
when,  with  his  wife  and  four  children,  lie  came  to 
Illinois,  making  the  entire  journey  overland  with 
,  teams.  He  was  one  of  the  very  earliest  settlers 
of  Boone  County.  At  that  time  the  Indians  were 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


still  in  possession  of  their  homes  here,  and  the 
land  was  not  surveyed.  He  purchased  a  claim, 
however,  on  which  was  a  log  cabin,  in  the  build¬ 
ing  of  which  not  a  particle  of  sawed  lumber  was 
used.  The  roof  was  covered  with  shakes,  the 
flooring  was  of  white  ash  logs,  and  there  were 
wooden  hinges  on  the  door,  and  a  wooden  latch. 
The  chimney  was  made  of  earth  and  sticks.  When 
the  land  came  into  market,  Mr.  Shattuek  pur¬ 
chased  it  of  the  Government  and  upon  his  farm 
resided  until  his  death.  Ho  married  Ada  Sco¬ 
wl  le,  who  was  born  in  Connecticut  and  died  on 
the  old  home  farm. 

Mrs.  Lord  is  one  of  the  oldest  settlers  in  Boone 
County,  and  it  is  probable  that  no  other  lady  has 
so  long  resided  here.  Both  our  subject  and  his 
wife  have  witnessed  almost  the  entire  growth  of 
the  county  and  are  numbered  among  its  honored 
pioneers.  Their  union  has  been  blessed  with  five 
children:  Oscar,  Editha,  Frank,  Mary  and  Jane. 
The  parents  are  now  living  retired,  enjoying  the 
rest  which  they  have  so  truly  earned  and  richly 
deserved. 


J~?OHN  BENSON,  of  the  firm  of  Peterson  & 
Benson,  real-estate  dealers  at  No.  601 
I  Seventh  Street,  is  one  of  the  successful 
young  business  men  of  Rockford,  and  has 
real-estate  interests  in  different  parts  of  this  thriv¬ 
ing  city.  Coming  hither  in  1885,  he  was  for  some 
time  engaged  as  clerk  in  a  grocery  store,  but  in 
August,  1891,  embarked  in  the  business  which  he 
has  since  conducted  with  ability  and  success.* 
Prior  to  locating  in  Rockford,  he  had  for  two 
years  resided  in  Geneva,  this  State,  whither  he  had 
proceeded  after  emigrating  to  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Reason  is  descended  from  pure  Swedish 
ancestry,  and  was  born  in  Smoland,  February  20, 
1852.  His  parents,  Christian  and  Johanna  (And¬ 
erson)  Benson,  died  at  the  ages  respectively  of 
seventy-six  and  seventy-two  years.  They  were 
industrious  and  honorable,  and  occupied  a  high 
place  in  the  regard  of  their  acquaintances.  Relig¬ 
iously,  they  were  Lutherans.  Our  subject  was  single 
when  he  came  to  America,  but  was  married  at 


Geneva,  111.,  in  1888,  to.  .Miss  Anna  Peterson,  who 
was  bom  in  Smoland,  ip  1858,  and  came  to  tins 
country  in  1880.  They  are  the  parents  of  two 
children:  Oscar  and  Clara.  Religiously,  they  are 
active  members  of  the  Swedish  Mission  Church 
and  in  nil  their  deeds  they  are  guided  by  the  high 
principles  of  consistent  Christians.  In  polities,  he 
is  an  advocate  of  the  cause  of  temperance  and 
votes  the  Prohibition  ticket. 


STEPHEN  RYAN  belongs  to  the  class  of 
mechanical  builders  who  have  aided  in 
erecting  the  comfortable  residences  of 
Rockford,  and  in  that  way  have  advanced 
its  interests  in  a  material  direction.  Since  he  came 
to  this  city  in  1882,  he  has  not  worked  as  actively 
at  his  trade  as  in  former  years,  when  ho  was  also  a 
contractor  and  builder  as  well  as  mechanic,  In 
1855,  he  came  to  Pocatonica,  "Winnebago  County, 
and  there  followed  his  chosen  occupation  until  he 
removed  to  Rockford,  where  ho  ocoupics  a  pleasant 
home  at  No.  409  North  Avon  Street. 

Mr.  Ryan  belongs  to  that  brave  class  who  res¬ 
ponded  to  their  country’s  call  for  men  to  defend 
the  Stars  and  Stripes  and  enlisted  as  a  private  in 
Company  0,  One  Hundred  ami  Forty -sixth  Illinois 
Infantry,  Col.  Dean  and  Oapt.  McGuive  command¬ 
ing.  He  served  with  his  regiment  until  peace  was 
declared,  boing  on  detached  service  most  of  the 
time  and  doing  duty  as' Sergeant  over  the  Guard 
House  of  the  Provost  Marshal’s  office  at  Peoria 
and  Alton,  Ill.  Alter  serving  one  year  In  the  ser¬ 
vice  of  the  Union,  ha  was  honorably  discharged 
and  returned  to  Pccatoniea,  where  hc  resided  un¬ 
til  removing  to  Rockford. 

One  hundred  and  twenty-five  miles  east  of  Hali¬ 
fax,  in  Nova  Scotia,  Mr.  Ryan  was  bom  December 
26, 1829.  In  his  native  town,  Guysborough,  he 
learned  his  trade  and  made  his  home  with  his  par¬ 
ents,  John  and  Bridget  (Kelly)  Ryan.  They  were 
natives  respectively  of  Counties  Carrol  land  Kil¬ 
kenny,  Ireland,  and  emigrated  to  Nova  Scotia 
when  young.  The  father,  who  was  a  farmer  and  nu 
honorable  citizen,  died  in  Guysborough  when 
about  fifty  years  old.  His  wife  afterward  joined 
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her  sou  Stephen  in  Pecatonica  and  there  died 
October  26, 1878,  when  sixty-nine  years  of  years. 
They  had  eleven  children,  seven  of  whom  still 
survive,  our  subject  being  the  eldest. 

The  lady  who  became  the  wife  ,of  Mr.  Ryan  was 
Catharine  Herlihy,  and  was  born  in  Cork,  Ireland, 
February  17,  1827,  the  daughter  of  Jeremiah  and 
Elizabeth  (Calazahn)  Herlihy,  also  natives  of  the 
Emerald  Isle.  Mrs.  Ryan  was  one  of  a  large  fam¬ 
ily,  four  of  whom  came  to  the  United  States,  two 
now  living,  herself  and  her  brother  John,  of  Bos¬ 
ton.  Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ryan  have  been  bom 
nine  children,  all  but  one  of  whom  died  young, 
namely:  Eliza,  Johanna,  John,  Emma,  Stephen, 
and  three  that  died  unnamed.  The  only  surviv¬ 
ing  child  is  Helen,  wife  of  Charles  E.  Hallock,  a 
farmer  and  dealer  in  furniture  in  Pecatonica,  who 
is  also  prominent  in  political  affairs  as  a  Democrat 
and  is  afcpresent  serving  ns  Mayor  of  his  munici¬ 
pality.  He  and  his  wife  are  the  parents  of  one 
child,  Stephen.  The  members  of  the  family  are 
identified  with  the  Catholic  Church,  in  which  they 
are  prominent  and  influential. 


1RAM  JUDSON  SAWYER,  a  prominent 
)  citizen  of  Rockford  and  formerly  Sheriff  of 
Winnebago  County,  was  born  in  Fredonia, 
Cattaraugus  County,  N.  Y.,  December  5, 
1821.  His  father,  Earl  Sawyer,  was  born  in  Rut- 
-  land,  Yt'.,  and  his  grandfather,  Joseph  Sawyer,  was 
-iso  a  native  of  the  same  State.  The  great-grand¬ 
father  of  our  subject,  Hooker  Sawyer,  was  a  na¬ 
tive  of  England  and  emigrated  to  America  in 
Colonial  times  with  his  brothers  Joseph  and  Amos, 
the  former  of  whom  settled  in  Vermont -and  the 
latter  In  New  Hampshire.  Grandfather  Sawyer 
was  a  commissioned  oflicer  in  the  Revolution  and 
also  in  the  War  of  .1812,  whore  he  served  with 
valor, 

Earl  Sawyer  was  reared  iu  the  Green  Mountain 
State,  and  after  his  marriage  removed  to  New 
York,  making  the  journey  overland.  .  As  he  had 
no  team  of  his  Own,  he  rode  with  his  uncle  as  far 
sis  Canandaigua,  and  from  there  proceeded  with 


James  Wadsworth  to  Pike  Village.  Thence  he 
and  his  wife  drew  their  goods  on  hand-sleds  to 
what  is  now  Fredoniaj  Cattaraugus  County,  where 
he  purchased  a  tract  of  heavily  timbered  land 
from  the  Holland  Purchase  Company.  On  this 
place  he  erected  a  log  cabin,  and  at  once  com¬ 
menced  to  improve  and  cultivate  .the  land.  There 
being  no  railroads  nor  canals,  and  consequently 
no  convenient  markets,  the  family  subsisted  on 
the  products  of  their  fatm;  the  mother  was  ac¬ 
customed  to  card  and  spin  wool  and  flax,  dressing 
the  children  in  homespun  made  by  her  own  hands. 
She  was  known  in  maidenhood  as  Polly  Davis,  and' 
prior  to  her  marriage  made  her  home  in  New 
Hampshire.  She  reared  thirteen  children,  nine 
S'ms  and  four  daughters,  and  died  on  the  home 
farm  when  past  middle  age.  The  father  also  spent 
his  declining  years  on  the  old  homestead,  where 
he  died  about  1872. 

Until  he  was  twelve  years  old,  our  subject  re¬ 
mained  at  home,  but  at  that  age  went  to  Boston 
with  his  father,  whom  he  assisted  in  driving 
horses  to  that  city.  While  there,  he  made  the  ac¬ 
quaintance  of  some  sailors,  with  whom  he  made 
arrangements  to  go  out  as  cabin  boy.  During  the 
night  he  slipped  away  from  his  father  and  went 
aboard  the  vessel.  His  father  found  him  there 
soon  afterward  and  consented  to  let  him  go  to 
New  Orleans.  The  ship  was  quarantined  for 
twenty-four  days  after  reaching  that  port,  and 
during  the  time  our  subject  became  very  homesick. 
The  Captain’s  wife  felt  sorry  for  the  lad  and  gave 
him  $6,  with  which  he  went  ashore  and  soon  se¬ 
cured  passage  on  a  river  steamer  bound  for  St. 
Louis.  There  were  no  railroads  or  canals  in  Illi¬ 
nois  at  that  time  and  not  even  stage  connection 
between  Chicago  and  St.  Louis.  He  secured  a 
ride  on  a  wagon  loaded  with  furs,  and  in  that  way 
traveled  to  Chicago,  then  a  military  post  contain¬ 
ing  one  hotel,  which  was  kept  by  a  squaw.  From 
Chicago,  he  secured  a  ride  to  Detroit,  and  thence 
^  on  a  sailing-vessel,  the  “Julia  Palmer,”  to  Buffalo, 
Vfrom  which  place  he  walked  home. 

I)  After  remaining  on  the  home  farm  until  1843, 
Mr.  Sawyer  removed  to  Wisconsin,  where  he  pur¬ 
chased  land  at  Geneva  Lake,  Walworth  County. 
He  was  soon  elected  Justice  of  the  Peace  and 
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sewed  twelve  years  in  that  capacity  and  two  years 
as  Deputy  Sheriff.  In  1859,  he  went  to  Darien 
and  established  an  opposition  line  of  stages  from 
Darien  to  Racine  and  from  Racine  to  Beloit.  While 
residing  there,  he  engaged  in  boating  on  the  Mis¬ 
sissippi  for  several  seasons,  first  as  pilot  and  later 
as  Master  of  the  vessel.  After  running  the  stage 
for  a  few  months,  he  sold  out  to  the  regular  lino, 
and  moving  to  Rockton  kept  an  hotel  for,  one 
year,  and  then  secured  employment  in  the  paper 
mills,  where  lie  remained  until  1865.  During  the 
last-named  year,  he  was  elected  Sheriff,  and  re¬ 
moved  to  Rockford,  where,  at  the  expiration  of 
his  term  of  office,  he  started  a  blacksmith  shop. 
After  carrying  it  on  for  one  year,  he  entered 
the  employ  of  Rhoades,  Utter  &  Co.,  who  were 
then  building  their  paper  mill.  He  continued  in 
their  employ  four  years  after  the  mill  was  built, 
but  has  since  devoted  most  of  his  time  to  his 
official  duties.  He  w:is  elected  Constable  in  18(59 
and  has  since  served  continuously  in  that  position. 
In  politics,  he  is  a  Republican, 
w  In  1843,  Mr.  Sawyer  was  married  to  Miss  Lorilla 
Ifeker,  who  was  born  in  New  York,  and  spent  her 
last  years  in  Darien,  Wis,  In  1863,  Mr.  Sawyer 
was  again  married,  this  union  being  with  Elmira 
Lippi  tt,  who  was  born  in  Cattaraugus  County,  N. 
Y.,  the  daughter  of  John  and  Sallie  Lippitt.  Ho 
has  two  sons  living:  William  Earl  and  Preston 
Denton. 


Our  subject,  like  many  of  the  prominent  resi¬ 
dents  of  this  county,  came  from  England,  his  birth 
occurring  in  Cornwall,  March  3,  1882.  His  father^ 
Thomas  Johns,  was  also  a  native  of  that  county, 
whore  his  father,  also  named  Thomas,  as  far  as  is 
known,  spent  his  entire  life.  The  father  of  our 
subject  emigrated  to  America  in  1851,  and,  locating 
in  Winnebago  County,  purchased  a  tract  of  land 
on  section  12,  Rockford  Township,  where  he  was 
engaged  in  farming.  Remaining  there  for  a  num¬ 
ber  of  years,  he  sold  his  estate  and  removed  into 
tiie  city  of  Rockford,  where  he  departed  this  life. 
The  maiden  name  of  his  wife  was  Elizabeth  Light- 
foot;  she  was  also  born  in  Cornwall  County,  and 
her  decease  occurred  in)  Rockford. 

The  parental  family  of  our  subject  included  the 
following-named  eight  children:  Jane  E.,  Eliza¬ 
beth  J.,  Richard,  Thomas,  William,  Priscilla, 
Mary  and  Ann.  They  all  came  to  America  with 
the  exception  of  Thomas,  who  still  resides  in  Eng¬ 
land.  William  Johns  of  this  sketch  was  eighteen 
years  of  age  when  ho  came  with  his  parents  to  the 
New  World,  setting  sail  from  Plymouth  August 
8,  and  landing  \^i  Quebec  after  a  voyage  of  nine 
weeks.  The  faihily  came  directly  to  Rockford, 
traveling  via  railroad,  river,  canal  and  Lakes  to 
Chicago,  and  from  that  city  by  way  of  the  railroad 
to  Aunlley  Station,  which  was  then  tl^e  Western 
terminus  of  the  road.  11 

On  his  arrival  in  Rockford,  Mr.  Johns  engaged 
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ILLIAM  JOHNS.  No  better  representa¬ 
tive  of  honorable  manhood  and  prosper¬ 
ous  agricultural  life  could  be  obtained 
within  the  bounds^of  Winnebago  County  than  is 
to  be  found  in  thfe  gentleman  above-named,  whose 
home  is  located  on  section  2,  Rockford  Township. 
It  bears  all  the  improvements  in  the  way  of  ma¬ 
chinery  and  buildings  which  stamp  its  owner  as  a 
man  of  energy  and  progressiveness,  The  home 
farm  includes  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  in  ad¬ 
dition  to  which  Mi*.  Johns  Owns  property  in  an¬ 
other  portion  of  the  township,  which  aggregates, 
with  the  tract  spoken  of  above,  five  hundred  and 
fifty-six  acres. 


With  his  brother  in  the  butchering  business,  which 
they  carried  on  with  signal  success  for  fifteen 
months,  and  at  the  expiration  of  that  time  began 
farming  with  his  father.  He  was  thus  employed 
until  his  marriage,  after  which  event  he  located  on 
a  farm,  which  is  his  present  place  of  residence,  and 
the  improvements  on  which  are  among  the  best  to 
be  found  in  the  county.  As  before  stated,  Mr, 
Johns’  landed  estate  comprises  five  hundred  and 
fifty-six  acres,  all  of  which  has  been  accumulated 
by  his  persistont  industry  and  good  management. 

Miss  Ann  Itodd  was  married  to  our  subject  in 
1860;  she  was  born  in  Beverly  Township,  Canada, 
and  was  the  daughter  of  Joseph  and  MaiY 
Rodd,  natives  of  England.  To  them  have  Mon 
bom  eleven  children,  namely:  Ella  R.,  Frederick 
W.,  Fannie  May,  George  Thomas,  Lewis  A.,  Charles 
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E.}  Lucy  M.,  Annie  E.,  Edward  J,,  Herbert  J.,  and 
Roy  C.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Johns  are  active  members  of 
the  Court  Stroof  Methodist  Episcopal  Clmreli,and 
in  politics,  our  subject  votes  the  straight  Republi¬ 
can  ticket.  Ho  is  widely  and  favorably  known 
throughout  this  county,  where  he  is  ranked  among 
its  wealthy  and  prominent  residents. 


of  eighteen  years  bade  good-bye  to  home  and 
friends  and  came  to  America.  He  took  passage 
from  Liverpool,  England,  and  after  a  voyage  of 
seven  weeks  landed  in  Now  York  City.  He  located 
in  Delaware  County,  New  York  State,  and  afterward 
went  to  Scranton,  Pa.,  whence  he  came  to  Rock¬ 
ford  about  1856.  Here  he  worked  by  the  month 
in  order  to  make  a  payment  on  the  first  land  which 
ho  owned,  a  (mot  of  sixty  acjes.  Ho  has  been  the 
architect  of  bis  own  fortune  and:  has  builded  well. 
When  he  came  to  this  county  he  was  empty-handed, 
but  by  his  own  efforts  has  acquired  n  handsome 
competence. 

During  the  late  war,  Mr.  Bryden  enlisted  as  a 
teamster  in  the  commissary  department  in  the  fall 
of  1861,  and  after  two  years  of  such  service  be¬ 
came  a  member  of  Company  G,  Eleventh  Illinois 
Cavalry,  in  which  he  remained  until  the  close  of 
the  war,  being  then  under  command  of  Col.  Funk, 
of  Peoria.  He  was  ever  faithful  to  his  duty  and 
was  a  valiant  soldier.  For  some  time  he  lay  sick 
in  the  hospital  and  was  once  crippled  by  being 
thrown  from  a  horse,  but  otherwise  escaped  unin¬ 
jured.  Ho  is  proud  of  the  fact,  as  well  1m  may  be, 
that  Jio  aided  his  adopted  land  in  her  struggle  to 
preserve  the  Union,  but  having  experienced  the 
privations  and  trials  of  army  life,  has  no  desire 
again  to  see  war. 

Mr.  Rryden  was  married  in  Beloit.  Wis.,  to  Miss 
Olive  L.  Hal  Is  tend,  who  was  born  in  Luzerne 
County,  Pa.,  May  23,  1846.  When  quite  young, 
her  parents,  Samuel  L.  and  Maria  (Capwell)  Hall- 
stead,  removed  to  Brown  County,  N,  Y.,  and  she 


was  only  six  years  of  age  when  they  came  West,, 
locating  in  Harrison  Township,  Winnebago  County, 
where  both  her  father  and  mother  are  living. 
There  he  improved  a  good  farm  where  he  still 
makes  his  home,  at  the  age  of  eighty-four  years. 
He  served  through  the  Rebellion  as  a  faithful  fol¬ 
lower  of  the  Stars  and  Stripes.  I-Iis  wife,  who  is  a 
member  of  the  Methodist  Church,  la  now  sevent3r- 
nine  years  of  age. 

Unto  Mr.  and  Mr.  Bryden  have  been  born  five 
children:  Cora  B.,  widow  of  Henry  Barkley;  Fairy 
M.,  wife  of  Fred  Gilmore,  a  farmer  of  Owen  Town¬ 
ship;  William  J.,  who  wedded  Nellie  Stillwell  and  ' 
operates  his  father’s  farm;  Minnie  M.,  wife  of  Fred 
Scoonmakers,  a  resident  farmer  of  Harlem  Town¬ 
ship,  and  M.  Eveline,  who  resides  at  home.  In 
politics,  Mr.  Bryden  is  a  stalwart  Republican, 
and  socially,  is  a  member  of  G.  L.  Nevius  Post 
No.  1,  G.  A.  R.,  of  Rockford.  He  came  to  this 
city  from  liis  farm  in  1891,  and  is  now  liv¬ 
ing  a  retired  life,  enjoying  the  rest  which  he  has 
so  truly  earned  and  richly  deserves.  He  still  owns 
one  hundred  acres  of  well-improved  land  in  Owen 
Township. 


SPANIEL  SCOTT,  who  resides  on  section  19, 
il[  J  Guilford  Township,  is  numbered  among  the 
'}r  honored  pioneers  of  Winnebago  County, 
few  having  longer  resided  in  this  community  than 
our  subject.  He  well  deserves  representation  in 
this  volume,  as  for  many  years  he  has  been  identi¬ 
fied  with  the  history  of  the  county,  its  progress 
and  its  upbuilding. 

Mr.  Scott  was  bom  in  the  town  of  Macliias, 
Cattaraugus  County,  N.  Y.,  and  is  a  son  of  Reuben 
C,  and  Anna  (Johnson)  Scott,  a  sketch  of  whom 
is  given  in  connection  with  that  of  Sylvester  Scott, 
on  another  page  of  this  work.  Daniel  was  a  lad 
of  seven  summers  when  with  his  parents  he  came 
to  llliuois.  He  well  remembers  the  incidents  Of 
the  journey  and  of  pioneer  life  here.  At  the  time 
of  the  settlement,  all  the  land  was  owned  by  tlic 
Government.  The  few  settlers  were  living  in  log 
houses,  there  were  no  railroads  and  no  eonven- 
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iences.  The  nearest  market  was  Chicago,  where 
grain,  sold  at  fifty  cents  per  bushel,  and  in  some 
cases  men  could  not  get  enough  for  their  farm 
products  to  pay  for  hauling  them  such  a  distance. 
Mr.  Scott  resided  with  his  father  until  tho  latter’s 
death  and  is  still  living  upon  the  old  homestead, 
which  also  includes  the  claim  made  by  the  inter¬ 
nal  grandfather.  He  aided  in  the  arduous  task  of 
developing  a  new  farm,  but  now  has  his  reward  in 
the  products  of  rich  and  fertile  fields.  In  connec¬ 
tion  with  this,  he  has  erected  good  farm  buildings 
and  has  all  the  improvements  and  accessories 
'found  upon  a  model  farm  of  the  nineteenth  cen¬ 
tury. 

In  July,  1848,  Mr.  Scott  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Nancy  J.  Hayes,  a  native  of  Canada, 
and  a  daughter  of  Samuel  B.  Hayes.  Their  union 
lias  been  blessed  with  two  children:  Luther,  who  is 
living  on  the  home  farm,  and  Anna,  now  tho  wife 
of  Harlow  B.  Rowley.  Their  pleasant  home  is  con- 
veniently  situated  a  mile  and  a  quarter  east  of  the 
city  limits  and  is  the  abode  of  hospitality.  This 
worthy  couple  are  held  in  the  highest  regard 
throughout  the  community  where  they  have  so 
long  made  their  home.  In  politics,  Mr*  Scott  is  a 
Republican  but  has  never  been  an  oiliee-seeker. 
He  is  numbered  among  the  honored  pioneers  and 
has  ever  borne  bis  part  in  the  development  and 
advancement  of  the  county’s  interests. 


JAMES  A.  NEWMAN.  Like  many  of  the 
prosperous  and,  representative  citizens  of 
Boone  County,  Ill.,  our  subject  claims  New 
York  as  bis  native  State,  and  was  born  in 
Onondaga  County  on  the  24th  of  April,  1824.  He 
enjoys  the  reputation  of  being  one  of  the  best 
farmers  in  the  township,  and  not  only  that,  but  he 
is  an  intelligent  and  thoroughly  posted  roan  on 
all  public  affairs. 

His  parents,  John  and  Chloe  (Atwell)  Newman, 
were  natives  of  the  Green  Mountain  State,  but 
the  former  died  in  New  York  State,  and  the  latter  in 
Kenosha  County,  Wis.  They  were  farmers  all 
their  lives.  Our  subject’s  paternal  grandfather, 
Enos  Newman,  was  a  Vermonter  by  birth,  but 


passed  the  closing  scones  of  his  life  in  the  State  of 
New  York,  where  he  was  one  of  the  pioneers.  On 
the  maternal  side,  our  subject’s  grandparents  were 
Joseph  and  Clarissa  Atwell.  Of  tho  eight  children 
born  to  John  and  Chloo  Newman,  only  one  be¬ 
side  our  subject  is  now  living,  Uriah,  who  is  now 
ninety-one  years  of  age. 

Early  trained  to  the  duties  of  farm  life,  our 
subject  became  familiar  with  its  every  detail,  and 
upon  this  training  his  success  in  subsequent  years 
in  a  great  measure  depended.  When  eighteen 
years  of  age,  ho  worked  out  by  the  month,  and 
later  rented  land,  and  on  the  10th  of  December, 
1846,  he  wedded  Miss  Betsey  Andrews.  She  was 
born  in  New  York  State,  and  there  died  when  011I3' 
twenty-eight  year's  of  age,  leaving  a  bereaved  and 
desolate  young  husband.  Two  children  were  born 
to  this  union,  both  sons:  Lloyd,  bora  in  New  York 
State,  married  Miss  Anna  Rogers,  and  has  a 
daughter;  ho  is  now  liying  in  Chicago.  John  A., 
born  in  the  same  State,  married  Miss  Mary  Green, 
and  has  two  children;  lie  is  a  farmer. 

Our  subject’s  second  marriage  occurred  on  tire 
23d  of  February,  1,855,  to  Miss  Sarah  A,  Cook,  a 
native  of  Oswego  County,  N.  Y.f  born  December 
10, 1825,  anti  the  daughter  of  Ransom  and  Dolly 
(Ward)  Cook.  Her  paternal  grandfather,  William 
Cook, was  a  native  of  Connecticut,  and  came  to  Hew 
York  State  at  an  early  d/rte.  He  lived  to  a  good 
old  age.  Her  ancestors  were  Revolutionary  sol¬ 
diers,  and  our  subject’s  maternal  grandfather  also 
served  in  the  Revolutionary  War.  Mrs.  Newman 
was  one  of  six  children,  and  two  are  now  living. 
To  our  subject’s  second  union  was  born  one  child, 
Nellie  L.,  a  native  of  Kenosha  County,  Wis,  She 
is  now  the  wife  Of  William  G.  Bennett,  a  promi¬ 
nent  business  man, and  is  the  mother  of  one  child, 
George  N. 

After  his  second  union,  or  in  1852, Mr.  Newman 
moved  to  Kenosha  County,  Wis.,  and  there  made 
his  home  until  1867,  when  lie  sold  Out  and  moved 
to  Waukegan,  Ill.  Two  years  later,  he  moved  to 
his  present  farm,  which  consists  of  three  hundred 
acres,  and  on  this  he  has  made  many  and  vast  im¬ 
provements  in  the  way  of  buildings,  fences,  tiling, 
etc.  He  is  one  of  the  most  progressive  and 
thorough  farmers  of  the  township,  as  a  glance  over 
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his  broad  acres  will  show.  He  is  a  Republican, 
with  Prohibition  proclivities,  and  his  first  Presi¬ 
dential  vote  was  cast  in  1848,  for  President  Tay¬ 
lor.  Mrs.  Newman  is  a  member  of  the  Methodist 
Church,  and  is  also  a  member  of  the  Woman’s 
Christian  Temperance  Union,  in  which\she  is 
deeply  interested.  Both  are  highly  esteemed  in 
the  community,  and  are  active  in  all  good  work. 

RS.  MARY  MORGAN,  widow  of  Mr, 
Horace  S.  Morgan,  is  one  of  the  most 
'  active  and  intelligent  women  in  Boone 
County,  III.  She  was  born  in  Ontario 
County,  N.  Y.,  in  1843,  to  the  marriage  of  James 
and  Mariah  (Bourne)  Westrip,  the  former  a  native 
of  England,  and  the  latter  of  Albany,  N.  Y. 

The  father  came  to  “  the  land  of  the  free  ” 
when  a  young  man,  and  was  here  married.  Agri¬ 
culture  was  his  occupation  in  life,  and  in  this 
ho  met  with  substantial  results,  being  ever  very 
industrious  and  progressive.  In  1846,  he  brought 
his  family  to  Illinois,  and  settled  on  one  hun¬ 
dred  and  eight  acres  of  Government  land,  where 
he  made  his  homo  until  his  death,  in  1851,  when 
still  a  comparatively  young  man,  being  Only 
about  thirty-eight  years  of  age.  He  left  his 
widow  and  a  son  and  four  daughters,  all  living 
but  one  daughter.  His  wife  is  still  living,  and 
makes  her  home  with  our  subject,  Mrs.  Morgan. 
She  is  now  seventy-seven  years  of  age.  Mrs. 
Westrip  was  again  married,  the  second  time  to  Mr. 
Philemon  Dcgroff,  of  Steuben  County,  N.  Y.,bora 
in  the  year  1807.  His  first  wife,  Elizabeth  Mass, 
of  the  same  place,  died  in  1866,  leaving  five  chil¬ 
dren. 

She  of  whom  we  write  attained  her  growth  in 
Boone  County,  Ill.,  for  she  was  only  about  three 
years  of  age  when  she  was  brought  to  this  county, 
and  hero  received  her  education.  Her  marriage 
took  place  in  Beloit,  Wis.,  in  1873,  to  Mr.  Horace 
S.  Morgan,  who  was  one  of  the  successful  farmers 
of  this  part  of  the  county,  Mrs.  Morgan  had  made 
her  home  with  the  family  of  Mr.  Morgan  for  two 
years  prior  to  her  marriage,  and  afterwards  she 
and  her  husband  began  the  struggle  of  life  on 


tbeir  own  responsibility.  They  were  favored 
with  success,  and  became  prominently  identified 
with  the  agricultural  interests  of  the  county.  Mr. 
Morgan  was  ever  public-spirited  and  upright,  and 
in  his  death,  which  occurred  in  1884,  when  sev¬ 
enty-two  years  of  age,  Boone  County  lost  one  of 
its  representative  citizens. 

Mrs.  Morgan’s  marriage  was  blessed  by  the  birth 
of  two  children:  Eudella  M.,  born  in  October,  1874, 
and  Wesley  II.,  April  4,  1884.  Both  of  her  chil¬ 
dren  have  received  good  educational  advantages, 
and  she  has  trained  them  to  be  intelligent  and  in¬ 
dependent  in  thought  and  action.  The  daughter 
has  taken  several  terms  of  music  lessons,  and 
promises  to  be  a  fine  musician.  Mrs.  Morgan  has 
eighty  acres  of  good  tillable  land,  but  rents  the 
farm  out.  Her  brother,  James  Westrip,  is  engaged 
in  tilling  the  soil  on  the  old  homestead  in  Roscoe 
Township. 


S  VICTOR  ENGSTROM.  The  firm  of  Eng- 
strom  &  Hall  was  organized  March  1,  1888, 
and  has  since  been  conducting  a  very  suc¬ 
cessful  business  at  No.  324  East  State  Street,  Rock¬ 
ford.  Their  stock  consists  of  a  full  line  of 
dry  goods,  the  specialty  being  fine  dress-goods 
and  cloaks,  and  through  courtesy  and  fair  deal¬ 
ings  all  the  members  of  the  firm  have  become 
widely  and  favorably  known.  Their  place  is  one 
of  the  oldest  dry-goods  houses  in  the  city,  having 
formerly  been  occupied  by  L.  Moulthrop. 

When  Mr.  Engstrom  located  in  Rockford  in  1883, 
he  at  once  became  connected  with  George  II.  DQn- 
nett  as  a  clerk  in  a  dry-goods  store  of  the  latter- 
named  gentleman  and  was  continuously  in  his  em¬ 
ploy  until  March  1,  1888.  when  he  formed  his 
present  partnership:  An  active  and  energetic 
young  gentleman,  with  excellent  judgment  and 
progressive  ideas,  he  has  gained  success  through 
hfiS  unaided  exertions. 

'  Born  in  Malta,  this  State,  October  2,  1865,  our 
subject  is  the  son  of  A.  F.  Engstrom  (of  whom  scio 
biography),  and  is  one  of  the  five  children  of  the 
parental  family.  He  was  married  in  Rockford  tD 
Miss  Florence  Beatty,  who  was  born  in  Waukegan, 
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Wis.,  and  reared  inSoekford,  receiving  her  educa¬ 
tion  in  the  female  seminary  here.  Sho  has  the 
rare  gift/ /a  voice  of  exceeding  sweetness  and 
purity,  and  is  an  active  member  of  the  Mendels¬ 
sohn  Club,  a  popular  ladies’  society,  well  known 
for  musical  ability.  Her  father,  Rev.  Robert 
Beatty,  was  for  many  years  a  minister  in  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  and  with,  his  wife,  whose  maiden 
name  was  Harriet  Smith,  is  still  living  in  Rockford. 
In  their  religious  connections,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Eng- 
stroin  are  members  of  the  Centennial  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  of  this  city.  In  politics,  he  is 
an  active  adherent  to  the  principles  of  the  Repub¬ 
lican  party. 


SAMUEL  BATES.  Among  the  prosperous 
enterprises  in  Capron,  Boone  County,  Ill,, 
is  that  of  Samuel  Bates,  dealer  in  farm 
machinery,  Mr.  Bates  is  a  thoroughly  prac¬ 
tical,  energetic  man  has  been  a  resident  of  this 
county  all  bis  life,  and  is  highly  esteemed  in  all 
circles. 

He  was  born  in  Boone  Township  Boone  Coun¬ 
ty,  of  this  State,  in  about  the  first  log  house 
erected  in  this  section,  May  6,  1848,  and  hero  he 
grew  to  manhood  and  received  his  education.  He 
is  a  son  of  -Isaac  and  Phoebe  T.  (Tongue)  Bates. 
(See  sketch.)  Until  about  sixteen  years  of  age, 
our  subject  remained  under  the  parental  roof  and 
assisted  his  father  in  the  management  of  the 
farm.  Not  being  particularly  fascinated  with  the 
arduous  duties  devolving  upon  him  while  tilling 
the  soil,  he  went  to  Beloit  and  began  learning  the 
blacksmith's  trade,  which  he  continued  about  six 
months.  From  there  he  went  to  South  Bend, 
Ind.,  and  was  engaged  in  following  his  trade  there 
for  about  five  years,  after  which  he  located  in 
Iowa.  In  both  places  he  was  very  successful,  and 
being  a  skilled  workman  and  a  reliable  and 
straightforward  business  man  be  met  with  encour¬ 
agement  on  every  side. 

At  the  end  of  one  year  in  Moingona  of  the  lat¬ 
ter  State,  our  subject  returned  to  South  Bend  and 
followed,  Ms  trade  there  for  two  years,  after  which 


in  1869,  ho  located  in  Capron  in  the  county  whore 
he  first  saw  the  light  of  day,  and  bore  he  has  re¬ 
mained  ever  since,  lie  followed  his  trade  in  this 
county  and  town  until  1887,  when  ho  sold  out 
las  business,  and  since  then  has  been  engaged  as  a 
dealer  in  farm  machinery.  Although  but  a  short 
tirno  has  elapsed  since  Mr.  Bates -embarked  in  his 
present  business,  he  has  built  up  a  most  valuable 
trade  and  is  prominently  identified  with  the  busi¬ 
ness  interests  of  the  place. 

On  the  27th  of  December,  1870,  ho  was  married 
to  Miss  Jennie  Willett,  who  was  born  near  Bir¬ 
mingham,  England,  on  the  4th  of  November,  1831, 
and  whose  parents  are  Joseph  and  Marin  (Cloth¬ 
ing)  Willott,  natives  also  of  England.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Willott  came  to  the  United  Stales  in  1867 
and  settled  in  Indiana,  whore  Mr.  Willott  engaged 
as  a  mechanic.  He  is  now  manufacturing  edged 
tools  at  Manitowoc,  Wis,,  and  is  a  prosperous  and 
successful  business  man. 

Our  subject  settled  in  Capron  directly  after  his 
marriage.  His  union  has  been  blessed  by  the 
birth  of  two  children:  Myrtle  A.  M,,  born  here 
April  13, 1874,  and  Vivian  >$.,  bom  December  27, 
1884.  This  is  ono  of  the  pleasantest  homo  in 
Boone  County,  and  the  domestic  happiness  found 
in  this  family  circle  makes  a  bright  spot  and  is 
promotive  of  much  true  sociability.  Mr.  Bates  is 
a  Republican  in  politics,  and  Inis  first  Presidential 
vote  was  for  U.  S.  Grant.  He  has  held  many  local 
olUces  in  the  township,  has  been  Supervisor  since 
1882  and  has  been  a  member  of  the  School  Board 
for  some  time.  Mis.  Bates  is  a  refined  and  cul¬ 
tured  lady. 

VjMLLIAM  LEE.  The  pioneers  of  Boone 
County  aro  a  class  of  men  who  for  sturdy 
integrity,  thorough-going  industry  and 
undaunted  enterprise,  will  compare  favorably  with 
any  class  of  men  whom  wo  may  name.  They  did 
not  come  to  the  West  with  the  expectation  of  find¬ 
ing  a  royal  road  to  fortune,  but  they  did  hope, 
however,  and  their  hopes  have  been  realized,  to 
make  a  home  m  the  wilderness,  where  they  might 
place  the  feet  of  their  children  on  the  high  road’ 
to  independence  and  a  comfortable  competency. 
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Our  subject,  who  is  one  of  the  oldest  residents 
in  the  county,  is  residing  on  section  33,  Flora 
Township.  lie  was  born  in  Burnside  Township, 
Clearfield,  County,  Pa.,  December  3,  1823.  His 
father,  William  Lee,  was  born  in  Centre  County, 
that  State,  where  also  the  grandfather,  Jacob,  as 
far  as  is  known,  was  born  and  reared.  The  latter- 
named  gen tlema>v  reni oved  to  Clearfield  County, 
where  tie  purchased  a  tract  of  timber  land  and  re¬ 
sided  until  his  decease.  The  maiden  name  of  his 
wife  was  Margaret  Goodwin. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  a  young  man 
wiieu  ho  went  to  Clearfield  County  and  was  there 
married.  lie  became  tbo  owner  of  a  tract  of  land 
in  Burnside  Township,  on  which  he  erected  a  log 
house  and  resided  for  a  number  of  3rears.  There 
were  no  railroads  in  the  vicinity  of  his  home  at 
that  time,  and  the  farmers  lived  principally  off 
the  products  of  tlioir  farm.  In  1844,  the  elder  Mr. 
Lee,  with  his  family,  came  to  Illinois,  making  the 
entire  journey  with  teams,  and  after  three  weeks 
and  three  days  landed  in  Ogle  County.  There 
they  roraained  a  few  weeks  and  then  came  to  Flora 
Township,  where  the  father  of  our  subject  entered 
a  tract  of  Government  land,  now  included  in  the 
estate,  which  our  subject  occupies.  There  was  a 
log  cabin  on  the  property,  and  this  the  family  oc¬ 
cupied  for  a  few  years,  when  a  substantial  resi¬ 
dence  was  erected.  There  Mr.  Lee  departed  this 
life  in  1860,  while  his  wife,  prior  to  her  marriage 
Miss  Jane  R.  Gallnher,  died  while  residing  in 
Clearfield  County,  Pa.  She  was  a  daughter  of 
James  and  Margaret  Gallnher  and  was  a  native  of 
the  Keystone  State. 

■William  Lee  was  twenty  years  of  age  when  he 
came  to  Illinois,  and  has  since  that  time  been  an 
occupant  of  the  home  farm.  His  estate  includes  a 
quarter  section,  while  in  DeKalb  County  he  is  the 
owner  of  forty  acres  of  land  which  bears  good  im¬ 
provements.  In  November,  1843,  he  was  married 
to  Rebecca  McKee,  who  was  born  June  18,  1822, 
in  Blair  County,  Pa.,  and  to  them  have  been  born 
eight  children,  four  living;  Thomas  M.,  Joseph  B., 
Millard  E.  and  Maryo0.  Mrs.  .Lee  departed  this 
life,  April  7, 1863,  and  the  lady  to  whom  our  subject 
was  united  in  marriage  in  1865  was  Harriet  Tay¬ 
lor,  a  nativo  of  Noble  County,  Ohio.  Three  chil¬ 


dren  were  born  unto  them:  Emery  U.,  Lillie  and 
Oscar  E.  The  mother  died  in  August,  1889,  and 
in  February,  1891,  Mr.  Lee  married  Rosetta  Per¬ 
rin,  also  a  native  of  the  Buckeye  State.  In  politi¬ 
cal  matters,  Mr.  Lee  votes  with  the  Republican 
party. 


JOANNA  WELLINGTON,  a  mbst  estimable 
lady,  and  the  widow  of  Sparoc  Wellington? 
was  born  in  Canada  in  the  year  1808,  to  the 
'  union  of  Joseph  and  Jane  (Chrisholm) 
Silvertlioriie,  the  latter  a  native  of  Canada  and  the 
former  of  the  United  States,  although  he  was  taken 
to  Canada  when  but  two  years  of  age. 

Our  subject  passed  her  girlhood  and  youth  in 
her  native  country,  and  was  married  in  Toronto 
in  1880,  when  twenty-two  years  of  age,  to  Mr. 
Sparoc  Wellington,  who  was  just  twenty-seven 
years  of  age.  In  1838,  they  determined  to  try 
the  fertile  and  productive  prairies  of  Illinois,  and 
took  passage  on  a  vessel,  coming  by  the  Lakes  to 


Chicago.  From  that  city  they  came  by  team  to 
Ogle  Cou  nty,  and  without  means,  and  with  a  family 
of  three  children,  settled  in  Ogle  County.  All  the 
privations  inoident  to  pioneer  life  they  experienced 
in  their  new  home,  and  MA  Wellington  was  en¬ 


gaged  as  a  tanner,  currier,  harness-maker  and  shoe¬ 
maker,  also  farming  in  that  county  for  five  years. 
From  there  they  removed  to  De  Kalb  County,  and 
there  resided  until  1854,  when  they  came  to  Man¬ 
chester,  Boone  County.  When  they  came  to  Ogle 
County  from  Canada,  the  notorious  bandit,  Dave 
Drisool,  shot  and  killed  John  Campbell,  who  had 
come  with  them  and  had  resided  in  the  same  house 
for  some  time.  Mr.  Campbell  was  Captain  of  the  Re¬ 
gulators  at  the  time  of  his  death.  Mr.  Wellington 
took  his  first  load  of  wheat  from  Ogle  County  in 
1838,  and  received  sixty  cents  a  bushel  in  Chicago. 
Ho  exchanged  it  for  groceries,  etc.  Later,  he  took 
a  load  of  fresh  pork,  and  sold  it  for  $1  per  hun¬ 
dred  pounds,  and  after  paying  his  expenses  on  the 
trip,  did  not  have  enough  left  to  pay  his  man  for 


one  month’s  work.  * 

The  union  of  our  subject  and  his  wife  was 
blessed  by  the  birth  of  ten  children,  seven  sons 
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and  three  daughters,  five  now  deceased.  Samuel 
B.  Wellington  enlisted  the  first  year  of  the  war, 
in  Company  B,  Fifteenth  Illinois  Infantry,  under 
Capt.  Haywood,  and  served  nearly  three  years. 
He  died  with  fever  in  the  hospital  at  St.  Louis, 
July  27,  1863,  aged  twenty-throe  years;  Sparoo 
died  January  6,  1892,  aged  thirty-six  years. 
The  living  children  aio  as  follows:  Thomas  S.,  a 
farmer  of  Nebraska,  married,  and  has  seven  chil¬ 
dren;  William  L.  M.,  a  ranchman  of  Colorado,  has 
a  wife  and  two  children;  Quincy  Joseph,  a  book- 
merchant  at  Colorado  Springs,  is  married  and  has 
one  child;  Jane  married  Mr.  Orris  Knox,  a  con¬ 
tractor  and  builder  of  Los  Angeles,  Cal.;  and 
Frances,  resides  with  her  mother. 

The  father  of  these  children  was  a  hard-work¬ 
ing,  industrious’  citizen,  and  a  man  well  liked  and 
respected  wherever  he  made  his  home.  He  was 
prominently  identified  with  all  movements  re¬ 
garded  as  vorthy  of  consideration,  and  was  a 
prominent  member  of  the  Methodist  Church,  in 
which  he  whs  a  liberal  contributor.  In  politics, ho 
was  a  strong  advocate  and  supporter  of  the  prin¬ 
ciples  of  the  Republican  party.  His  death  occurred 
in  1878,  when  seventy-five  years  of  age.  He  left 
an  estate  of  eighty'  acres,  and  property  at  Cale¬ 
donia,  and  deeded  eighty  acres  to  his  son,  William 
L.  M.  He  now  rests  with  his  departed  children  in 
Roseoe  Cemetery.  Mrs,  Wellington  is  one  of  the 
pleasant,  agreeable  old  ladies  of  the  county,  and 
is  esteemed  and  respected  by  everyone.  She  enjoys 
good  health,  and  her  mind  is  clear  and  bright  as  in 
her  best  days. 


ffi=|)ENJAMIN  F.  CUNNINGHAM  occupies  a 
ML  beautiful  home  one  mile  south  of  Rock- 
ford,  which  is  charmingly  located  on  a  rise 
of  ground  which  commands  an  extended 
view  up  and  down  the  river.  It  is  in  fact  one  of 
the  most  pleasant  homes  in  Winnebago  County, 
and  onr  subject  has  brought  it  to  its  present  con¬ 
dition,  as  when  he  located  here  there  were  but  few 
improvements  on  the  place.  He  is  one  of  the  pio¬ 
neers  of  the  county  and  has  given  the  best  efforts 


of  his  life  to  agricultural  pursuits,  and,  as  a,  reward 
of  his  industry,  lms  a  splendid  estate  in  Rockford 
Township. 

Born  February  3,  1820,  in  Petorboro,  Hillsboro 
County,  N.  XL,  our  subject  is  a  son  of  James  and 
Sarah  M.  Cunningham.  (See  sketch  of  Samuel 
Cunningham.)  Benjamin  F.  resided  in  bis  native 
town  until  1839,  when  he  came  to  Illinois,  start¬ 
ing  in  the  month  of  April  and  arriving  in  Win¬ 
nebago  County  when  Rockford  contained  only 
a  few  buildings,  the  most  of  them  constructed 
of  logs.  Our  subject  joined  his  brother,  Isaac  N. 
Cunningham,  who  resided  on  a  claim  about  one  mile 
west  of  the  town,  and  made  bis  home  with  him,  x 
for  a  twelvemonth,  when  he  returned  to  the  pa¬ 
rental  roof  and  remained  until  two  years  after  his 
marriage.  Mr.  Cunningham  then  settled  on  his 
farm  on  section  6,  which  ho  sold  in  1850,  and  the 
succeeding  year  lived  on  his  brother’s  farm,  dur¬ 
ing  which  time  he  purchased  property  in  what  is 
now  Winnebago  Township.  Residing  there  for  a 
period  of  three  years,  our  subject  on  account  of 
failing  health  moved  into  the  city  and  in  1858 
went  to  California  via  the  Isthmus,  the  journey 
consuming  twenty-eight  days  from  New  York  to 
San  Francisco.  The  first  year,  he  was  unable  to 
do  any  kind  of  work,  and  when  partially  regaining 
his  health,  engaged  in  teaming  from  Sacramento  to 
the  mines,  a  distance  of  about  one  hundred  miles. 
Mr.  Cunningham  remained  in  the  Golden  State 
two  years,  and,  on  returning  to  Illinois,  made 
his  home  for  a  year  in  Rockford,  then  traded 
his  property  for  'a  farm  near  Pccalonica,  and  was 
there  engaged  in  cultivating  the  soil  until  the 
spring  of  1868,  when  he  sold  out  and  spent  a  few 
months  in  Rockford.  The  following  year  ho  lo¬ 
cated  on  the  farm  where  he  at  present  resides.  In 
1870,  he  made  a  second  trip  to  California  in  search 
of  health,  and  returned  a  year  later,  somewhat  im¬ 
proved, but  the  climate  bore  not  agreeing  with  jinn, 
in  the  fall  of  1878  he  again  wont  West  and  resided 
for  six  years. 

March  14, 1844,  the,  original  of  this  sketch  was 
married  to  Clarissa  J.  Mandevillo,  who  was  born 
in  Somerset,  Cayuga  County,  N.  Y.,  April  1,  1822. 
Her  father,  Michael  MandevUlo,  was  a  native  of 
the  same  count}',  whore  his  father,  Jacob  Mandc- 


ville,  as  fur  as  is  known,  was  also  born.  The 
grandfather  was  a  farmer  and  spent  his  last  years 
in  tho  town  of  Sennott.  The  father  of  Mrs  Cun¬ 
ningham  was  married  in  his  native  State,  and  re¬ 
sided  in  Cayuga  County  until  1824,  when  he  re¬ 
moved  to  Genesee  County  and  purchased  a  tract 
of  timber  land  On  a  small  cleaving,  where  he  made 
lus  home  for  two  years.  Going  to  Darien,  Mr. 
Mandeville  purchased  property  and  operated  a 
gristmill,  tannery  and  shoe  factory.  He  lived 
there  until  1889  and  then  came  to  Illinois,  being 
accompanied  by  his  wife  and  five  children.  The 
father  rented  a  farm  one  year  near  Rockford,  then 
bought  a  tract  of  land  in  the  same  township,  on  I 
which  he  erected  a  log  house  and  lived  until  the 
spring  of  1841,  Later  removing  to  Rockford,  he 
lived  retired  until  his  decease.  His  wife,  prior  to 
her  marriage,  was  Elsie  Corey,  a  native  of  Sonne tt, 
N.  Y.,  and  the  daughter  of  James  and  Sarah  Corey; 
her  decease  occurred  in  Rockford. 

One  daughter,  Jennie  E.,  lias  been  born  to  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Cunningham  and  makes  her  home  with 
her  parents  at  the  present  writing. 
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fifty-nine  years  old.  They  are  members  of  the 
I  Swedish  Lutheran  Church,  and  are  people  of  worth 
and  many  generous  impulses.  Our  subject  takes 
an  active  interest  in  the  public  enterprises  of  Rock¬ 
ford  and  although  he  has  resided  here  only  a  few 
years,  is  already  widely  known  and  honored. 


ELOS  H.  DENTON,  dealer  in  sand,  stone 


ellRIST  ORTLUND.  The  firm  of  Ortlund 
Bros,  are  proprietors  of  the  Seventh  Street 
Laundry,  which  was  established  December 
1,  1801,  and  has  since  earriod  on  a  large  and  suc¬ 
cessful  business,  The  members  of  the  firm,  our 
subject  and  G.  A.,  are  also  contractors  and  builders 
of  artificial  stone  pave  men  Is  and  sidewalks,  an 
enterprise  which  since  its  inception  in  April,  1890 
1ms  steadily  increased  in  magnitude  and  impor¬ 
tance. 

Prior  to  coming  to  Rockford,  Mr.  Ortlund  re- 
sided  for  four  years  in  Evanston,  tins  State,  where 
lie  located  immediately  after  emigrating  tp  the 
United  States  in  1880.  He  was  bom  in  Sweden,  a 
country  which  1ms furnished  a  large  number  of  en- 
lorprising  and  successful  citizens  to  the  city  of 
Rockford,  and  in  his  native  land  received  a  com¬ 
mon-school  education.  His  parents,  Andrew  and 
Augusta  (Olsen)  Ortlund,  recently  came  to  the 
United  States  and  now  reside  in  Evanston,  HI,, 
the  father  being  seventy-two  and  the  mother 
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jlijf  and  rubble,  and  a  prominent  businessman 
of  Rockford,  was  born  in  Durand  Town¬ 
ship,  'Winnebago,  County,  July  31,  1840. 
He  was  the  only  son  born  to  his  parents  (for 
further  information  in  regard  to  whose  history  the 
reader  is  referred  to  the  sketch  of  Homer  Denten). 
When  a  mere  child,  he  accompanied  his  parents  to 
Rockford,  where  he  was  reared  and  educated,  and 
has  since  made  his  home.  Until  recent  years,  he 
has  been  engaged  in  farming  pursuits,  but  now  de¬ 
votes  his  attention  to  the  business  above-mentioned 
in  Connection  with  which  he  has  large  real-estate’ 
interests. 

^  In  1861,  Mr.  Denton  enlisted  in  Company  D, 
Eleventh  Illinois  Infantry,  responding  to  the  first 
call  for  men  to  serve  three  years.  Much  of  the 
time  he  served  in  the  Quartermaster's  Department 
and  was  with  his  regiment  at  Ft.  Henry,  Ft.  Donel- 
son,  Shiloh  and  Vicksburg.  On  account  of  disabil¬ 
ity,  he  was  honorably  discharged,  and,  returning 
home,  commenced  again  tho  pursuits  of  peace. 

The  lady  who  became  the  wife  of  our  subject 
!  was  born  and  reared  in  Canada,  and  came  to  Rock¬ 
ford  with  her  parents,  who  were  natives  of  Canada 
of  English  parentage.  Her  mother  still  lives  in 
Rockford,  being  quite  aged,  but  the  father  is  de¬ 
ceased.  Mrs.  Denton  died  in  the  prime  of  life 
leaving  one  child,  Mary,  now  the  wife  of  Ellsworth 
Lockwood,  the  proprietor  of  the  Central  Book 
Store  at  Rockford. 

The  second  marriage  of  Mr.  Denton  united  him 
to  Miss  Ann  Lambert,  who  was  born  in  Prince  Ed¬ 
ward  Island,  and  accompanied  her  parents,  Henry 
and  Betty  Lambert,  to  the  States  in  childhood  days 
Mr.  Lambert  served  in  the  English  army  for  about 
Seven  years.  He  and  his  wife  were  born,  reared 
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and  married  in  London,  England,  and  now  reside 
in  Rockford,  being  quite  advanced  in  years.  Mrs. 
Ann  Denton  died  at  her  home  in  this  city  in  1886, 
when  about  thirty-six  years  old.  She  was  a  good 
wife,  devoted  mother  and  kind  neighbor.  Her 
children  were  named  Minnie  B.,  William,  Nellie, 
Hattie  and  Cora,  respectively.  All  of  them  are  at 
home,  and  are  being  educated  in  the  schools  of 
Rockford. 

4#  — ' +#!©*#+>— —’&* 

PRANK  E.  ZAHM  is  one  of  the  enterprising 
j  young  farmers  of  Winnebago  County,  and 
operates  a  finely-improved  farm  in  Shirland 
Township.  Having  passed  his  entire  life  within 
the  limits  of  the  township  where  he  now  resides,  he 
is  well  known  by  his  fellow-citizens,  among  whom 
he  occupies  a  prominent  place.  In  connection  with 
general  farming,  he  is  interested  in  stock-raising 
and  usually  keeps  a  large  number  of  horses,  cattle 
and  hogs  on  the  place.  He  has  introduced  modern 
machinery  and  every  improvement  which  will 
conduce  to  success  in  his  chosen  occupation,  and 
through  good  judgment  and  excellent  manage¬ 
ment  has  become  known  as  a  prosperous  and  thrifty 
farmer. 

The  father  of  Mr.  Zahm,  Nicholas  by  name,  was 
born  in  the  Province  of  Lorraine  (now  included 
in  Germany,  but  formerly  owned  by  France),  No¬ 
vember  15, 1815.  He  was  a  son  of  Jacob  Zahm,  a 
native  of  the  same  place,  and  born  of  German  an¬ 
cestry.  In  1828,  Grandfather  Zahm  emigrated  to 
the  United  States,  and  carried  on  farming  opera¬ 
tions  until  he  was  t(|0  old  to  engage  in  active  la¬ 
bor. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  in  Shirland 
Township,  Apfil  22,  1856,  and  was  the  seventh  in 


1840.  They  wore  married  in  Beloit,  December  24, 
1857,  and  became  the  parents  of  four  children, 
namely:  Frank,  who  died  in  infancy;  Mary,  who 
was  born  at  the  old  homestead  in  Shirland  Town¬ 
ship,  December  1,  I860;  William,  who  married  Ma¬ 
bel  Herrick,  of  Beloit;  and  Lewis,  whoso  home  is 
in  Rockford.  Two  children  have  been  born  to 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Zahm:  Ethel  R.,  bom  March  81, 1884, 
and  Williston,  a  very  bright  and  precocious  child 
of  three  yearn.  In  his  political  alllliations,  Mr. 
Zahm  has  identified  himself  with  tho  Republican 
party,  believing  its  principles  best  adapted  to  the 
welfare  of  tho  people. 

V. 

OSCAR  DAY.  Having  accumulated  a  com¬ 
petence  through  the  exercise  of  good  judg- 
_  ment  and  tireless  perseverance  as  a  farmer, 
Mr,  Day  is  passing  Ins  declining  years  quietly  at 
his  homo  in  Rockford,  lie  was  born  of  English 
descent,  in  the  town  of  Essex*  Chittenden  County, 
Vt.,  March  28,  1828.  From  the  family  genealogy 
we  glean  tho  following:  Tho  first  ancestor  in  this 
county,  Daniel  Day,  came  to  America  in  1684,  and 
sottled  in  Newtown,  near  Cambridge,  Mass.  He  Avas 
probably  one  of  tho  company  of  one  hundred  pio¬ 
neers  who,  with  their  pastor,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Hooker, 
penetrated  the  wilderness  in  1686,  and  founded 
homes  for  themselves  amid  uninviting  surround¬ 
ings. 

The  second  wife  of  Daniel  Day  was  Editlia 
Stebbins,  or  Stebbing,  a  sister  of  Deacon  Edward 
Stabbing.  From  them  the  lineage  is  traced  down 
through  successive  generations  to  Thomas  Day,  the 
great-great-great  grandfather  of  our  subject,  and 
the  son  of  Robert  and  Sarah  (Cooper)  Day.  Tho  first 
of  the  family  to  settle  in  Vermont  was  the  great- 


order  of  birth  among  a  family  of  eight  children, 
five  sons  and  three  daughters.  On  the  farm  which 
his  father  bought  and  located  upon  shortly  before 
the  railroad  was  built  there,  he  grew  to  manhood, 
receiving  a  common-school  education.  In  October, 
1881,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Mary,  daughter  of 
Williston  and  Margaret  (Miller)  Beckham.  Her  fa¬ 
ther  was  born  in  Pennsylvania,  in  1835,  and  her 
mother  was  a  native  of  Vermont,  bom  in  October, 


grandfather,  John  Day,  Jr.,  son  of  John  Day,  Sr., 
and  he  resided  in  the  town  of  Essex  until  his  death 
in  June,  17515  at  the  age  of  sixty-three  years.  He 
was  born  in  Springfield,  Mass.,  July  5,  1698,  and 
was  a  man  of  note  in  his  community. 

Grandfather  David  Day  was  born  in  West  ‘Spring- 
field,  Mass.,  May  2, 1758,  and  was  a  farmer  by  oc¬ 
cupation,  clearing  from  the  wilderness  Of  the  town 
of  Essex  a  farm  which  was  his  homo  until  death. 
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Ho  scrvod  through  the  entire  period  of  the  Revo¬ 
lutionary  War,  and  was  a  pensioner  during  the  lat¬ 
ter  part  of  his  life,  receiving  $120  per  year.  The 
maiden  name  of  his  wife,  grandmother  of  our 
subject,  was  Asonoth  Childs,  and  her  declining 
years  wore  passed  on  the  old  homestead  at  Essex! 

Childe  Day,  father  of  our  subject,  was  born  in  Es¬ 
sex,  Vt.,  March  29,  1794,  and  was  reared  to  agricul¬ 
tural  pursuits,  spending  his  entire  life  in  the  place 
of  his  birth.  In  his  youth  there  were  .no  railroads, 
and  lie  was  accustomed  to  team  between  Montreal 
and  Boston,  the  two  principal  markets  of  Now 
England.  His  last  years  were  quietly  passed  on  a 
farm  which  ho  purchased  in  the  vicinity  of  his  old 
home.  He  was  a  soldier  in  the  War  of  1812,  and 
a  man  of  patriotic  character  and  generous  impulses, 
whose  position  in  the  community  was  one  of  honor 
and  trust. 

The  mother  of  our  subject,  whose  maiden  name 
was  Mfthala  Collins,  was  born  in  Lebanon,  N.  H., 
the  daughter  of  Henry  and  Fanny  (Aldrich)  Col¬ 
lins.  She  was  an  estimable  lady,  devoted  to  her 
husband  and  children,  and  sincerely  mourned  when 
she  passed  away  at  tjio  old  home  in  Essex.  Oscar 
Day  was  reared  and  educated  in  ids  native  town, 
and  resided  with  his  parents  until  1848,  when  lie 
proceeded  West  to  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  and  worked  at 
the  trade  of  a  carpenter  for  three  years.  In  1851, 
he  went  to  California  via  the  Isthmus  of  Panama! 
and  landed  at  San  Francisco,  then  a  village  of 
about  four  thousand  inhabitants.  Seventy  miles 
distant  were  the  mines  of  Eldorado,  where  ho  en¬ 
gaged  in  mining  until  1856,  and  then  returned 
home  by  the  Isthmus  and  Now  York. 

Tn  June,  1856,  Mr.  Day  came  to  Winnebago 
County,  where  lie  bought  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  in  .Winnebago  Township  and  resided  until 
1865.  His  next  purchase  was  the  farm  he  now  oe-  I 
copies,  which  joins  that  portion  of  Rockford  known  | 
as  the  Seminary  Tract.  Thirty  acres  of  the  estate  | 
have  boon  laid  out  in  city  lots,  while  the  value  of 
the  place  has  been  materially  increased  by  its  prox¬ 
imity  to  the  growing  city. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Day,  in  October,  1857, 
united  him  with  Susan  P.  Mills,  who  was  bom  in 
Cayuga  County,  N.  Y.  Her  father,  David  Mills,  was 
born  in  Albany  County,  N.  Y.,  and  her  grandfather, 


Abram  Mills,  was  a  native  of  the  same  county,  and 
spent  his  entire  life  in  New  York  State.  Grand¬ 
mother  Day  was  known  in  maidenhood  as  Mary 
Foster,  and  was  born  in  Ireland,  of  Scotch  ances¬ 
try.  David  Mills,  after  bis  marriage,  which  oc¬ 
curred  in  Weedsport,  N.  Y.,  remained  there  for  a 
time  and  then  removed  to  Winnebago  County, 
where  lie  bought  a  farm  in  Winnebago  Township 
and  resided  a  number  of  years.  Then  retiring  to 
Rockford,  he  lived  quietly  until  called  hence.  His 
wife,  Pamelia  (Baylqss)  Mills,  was  bom  in  Cayi^a 
County,  N.  Y.,  the  daughter  of  Aaron  and  Lydia 
(Edmiston)  Bayloss,  natives  of  New  York.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Day  attend  tbe  Congregational  Church 
at  Rockford,  and  are  active  in  works  of  philan- 
throphy  and  benevolence.  In  political  matters,  be 
is  a  Republican,  and  takes  an  intelligent  interest 
in  all  the  public  issues  of  the  day. 

J~j  01  IN  A.  JAMES.  Among  tire  pushing,  en- 
I  er#etic  and  successful  agriculturists  of 
|  Manchester  Township,  Boone  County,  is 
the  subject  of  this  biographical  notice.  He 
was  bom  in  Genesee  Township,  Waukesha 
County,  Wis.,  in  1850,  and  is  a  son  of  Charles 
James,  a  native  of  Wales,  who  came  to  America 
about  1845.  The  mother  of  our  subject,  prior  to 
her  marriage,  was  Miss  Esther  Edwards,  also  a  na¬ 
tive  of  Wales;  she  died  in  1852,  when  twenty- 
nine  years  of  age,  leaving  two  sons,  our  subject, 
and  an  elder  brother,  Charles. 

The  original  of  this  sketch  was  reared  to  farm¬ 
ing  pursuits,  and  March  28,  1881,  was  married  to 
Miss  Charlotte  M.,  daughter  of  Samnel  and  Ann 
(Mason)  Pyo,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  Eng¬ 
land.  The  mother  came  to  America  in  1840, 
being  preceded  to  the  New  World  by  her  husband! 
who  set  sail  from  his  native  land  in  1836.  He 
remained  at  Geneva,  N.  Y.,  until  1840,  when,  in 
the  spring  of  that  year,  lie  came  to  Rockford,  and 
the  same  year  bought  a  quarter-section  of  Govern¬ 
ment  land  in  Manchester  Township,  Boone 
County.  He  was  married  here  June  2,  1844,  to 
Ann  Mason.  Her  father  died  in  this  townshin  in 
1843,  when  forty-three  years  of  age,  and' the 
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mother  when  in  her  sixty-eighth  year,  in  1859. 
They  were  inn-keepers  in  England.  They  also 
owned  a  farm  of  one  hundred  and  eighty-seven 
acres  of  land  in  Manchester  Township.  They  were 
married  in  1821,  and  at  their  death  left  a  family 
of  live  children.  They  came  to  Rockford  in  1840, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Pye  located  in  Boone  County,  Oc¬ 
tober  81, 1844,  where  the  father  erected  the  second 
frame  house  in  this  vicinity,  which  is  still  stand¬ 
ing.  Ho  was  reared  to  farm  life,  which  occupa¬ 
tion  he  followed  until  his  death.  Their  seven 
children  bora  tire  respective  names  of  Joseph, 
Sarah  Ann,  Joseph  Samuel,  Charlotte  M.,  Idella 
Gertrude,  May  A  delta  and  Alice  Eva.  Mrs.  Pyo 
departed  this  life  September  25,  1877,  aged  sixty- 
two  years.  Her  husband  survived  her  a  number 
of  years,  dying  April  15,  1891,  in  his  eighty-first 
year,  lie  left  an  estate  of  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres,  which  was  well  cultivated,  improved  with 
good  buildings,  and  well  stocked.  Mr.  Pye  was 
not  interested  in  politics  other  than  to  cast  a  Re¬ 
publican  vote  during  elections. 


JJ  '  AMES  SUNDQUIST  is  a  cabinet-maker  in 
the  employ  of  the  Palace  Folding  Bed 
Company,  also  Superintendent,  and  resides 
at  No.  202  Seventh  Street.  A  native  of 
Sweden,  he  was  born  on  the  11th  of  April,  18^J. 
His  father,  Hans  P.  Sundquist,  lived  and  died  a 
farmer  in  his  native  province,  passing  away  at  the 
age  of  eighty  years.  His  wife  died  seven  years 
previous,  when  about  sixty  yearn  of  age.  Her 
maiden  name  was  Sarah  K.  Larson.  This  worthy 
couple  were  both  members  of  the  Swedish 
Lutheran  Church. 

Our  subject  spent  the  days  of  his  boyhood  and 
youth  in  the  land  of  his  birth,  and  when  quite 
young  began  learning  the  cabinet-maker’s  trade. 
Since  that  time,  he  has  made  his  own  way  in  the 
world.  At  length,  he  determined  to  try  his  for¬ 
tune  in  America.  A  younger  brother,  Andrew, 
had  already  come  to  this  country,  in  1867.  He 
married  Miss  Katie  Larson,  and  is  now  a  successful 
furniture  dealer  of  Toulon,  Stark  County,  Ill, 


Mr.  Sundquist,  whose  name  sketch, 

was  united  in  marriage  with  Lena  -Aii&PbOn,  a  na¬ 
tive  of  this  country,  bom  in  Durand  «£.-  the  9th 
of  December,  1856.  She  was  hove  reared  and  ed¬ 
ucated,  her  parents  boing  Soavcrt  and  Maria  An¬ 
derson,  both  of  whom  wore  natives  of  Norway. 
Aftor  their  marriage  and  the  birth  of  thrdc  of 
their  children,  they  emigrated  to  this  country,  be¬ 
coming  residents  of  Rockford,  but  later  removed 
to  Durand,  where  they  spent  the  remainder  of 
their  lives.  Mr.  Anderson  was  a  jeweler  by  trade, 
but  in  this  country  followed  various  em  ploy  men  ts. 
llis  death  occurred  at  tiic  advanced  ago  of  eighty- 
one  years,  and  his  wife  passed  away  at  the  age  of 
seventy-seven.  He  was  a  supporter  of  Republican 
principles,  and  both  were  members  of  the  Lutheran 
Church,  Three -children  of  the  family  are  yet 
living:  Martin  A.,  a  painter  of  Durand;  Sophia, 
wife  of  Louis  Blomquist,  a  tailor  of  Rockford;  and 
the  wife  of  our  subject. 

Unto  Mr,  and  Mrs,  Sundquist  were  born  live 
children,  four  of  whom  are  yet  living:  Edith  F„ 
Oscar  E,,  Chester  B.  and  James  L.  One  daughter, 
Lorena  F.,  died  in  infancy.  The  family  is  welt 
and  favorably  known  throughout  this  community. 
Mr.  Sundquist  is  an  expert  workman,  able  to  com¬ 
mand  excellent  positions.  After  coming  to  this 
country,  he  resided  for  four  years  In  Galesburg 
and  Chicago,  and  on  the  23d  of  September,  1872, 
arrived  in  Rockford.  He  has  prospered  since 
coming  to  this  city,  and  is  now  the  owner  of  somo 
good  property,  and  is  interested  in  somo  of  the 
manufacturing  companies  of  this  city. 


S ISAAC  N,  SHIPS  deserves  mention. among  the 
prominent  farmers  of  Cherry  Valley  Towc-jhip, 
t  Winnegago  County.  He  was  born  in  Cul¬ 
peper,  Vn,,  April  8,  1842,  and  is  a  son  of  Abraham 
and  Eliza  (Reilcy)  Ships,  both  of  whom  wei.-i. Vir¬ 
ginians  by  birth.  Ilia  paternal  grandfather  was  a 
native  of  Pennsylvania,  and  when  young  emi¬ 
grated  to  the  Old  Dominion,  settling  in  IJowes- 
ville.  He  married  Miss  Windham,  a  native  of 
that  State,  whose  ancestors  wore  leading  mbn  of 
the  community.  Col.  Windham,  of  military  fame, 
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was  I i0i’  brother.  They  reared  a  family  of  seven 
.  sons  and  four  daughters,  one  of  whom,  Isaac,  was 
the  twin  brother  of  the  father  of  our  subject. 

Abraham  Shipe  married  Miss  Reiley,  daughter  of 
John  Reiley.  Her  father  was  born  in  Virginia  and 
was  the  son  of  John  Reiley,  of  Revolutionary  fame. 
Mrs.  Shipe  was  first  married  to  William  Green,  and 
unto  them  were  born  three  sons  and  a  daughter, 
all  of  whom  are  yet  living  and  are  heads  of  fami¬ 
lies.  By  her  second  marriage,  she  had  fourteen 
children,  four  df  whom  died  in  early  childhood, 
but  five  sons  and  five  daughters  still  abide.  The 
mother  has  thus  had  eighteen  children.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Shipe  removed  from  Virginia  to  Washington 
County,  Ohio,  when  our  subject  was  a  lad  of  four¬ 
teen  years,  an  cl  there  resided Until  the  spring  of 
1866,  when  they  came  to  Winnebago  County,  Ill,, 
with  the  ii‘  family.  In  the  fall  of  1865,  they  made 
a  settlement  on  section  19,  Cherry  Valley  Town¬ 
ship.  Tile  father  died  ou  Thanksgiving  Day  of 
1878,  and  his  remains  were  interred  in  the  burial 
ground  near  the  Starkey  Schoolhouse.  Tlio  mother 
is  still  living  at  the  age  of  seventy-seven  years 
and  makes  her  home  in  Flora,  Boone  County. 

No  event  of  special  importance  occurred  during 
the  boyhood  of  our  subject,  which  was  spent  under 
the  parental  roof,  but  in  November,  1861,  in  Ohio, 
lie  enlisted  in  his  country’s  service,  and  with  a 
brother  and  three  half-brothers  wont  to  the  front. 
This  was  a  largo  number  for  one  mother  to  give 
to  her  country,  but  all  were  spared  to  her  and  re¬ 
turned  uninjured.  Mr.  Shipe  was  a  prisoner  of 
war  for  some  time,  being  hold  at  Charleston,  S.  C., 
Castle  Thunder,  and  at  Richmond,  where  he  was 
parolled  in  March,  1865.  His  average  weight  was 
one  hundred  aud  sixty  pounds,  but  when  became 
out  of  prison  he  weighed  ninety-three  pounds.  He 
now  receives  a  pension  of  $6  per  month  in  recogni¬ 
tion  of  his  services.  He  proved  a  faithful  soldier, 
was  Ayer  at  his  post  of  duty,  and  of  his  war  record 
he  need  never  bo  ashamed. 

In  October,  1872,  Mr.  Shipe  married  Miss  Kate 
Hall,  daughter  of  Thomas  anti  Flora  A.  ('Hunter) 
Hall,  both  of  whom  woro  natives  of  Belfast,  Ire¬ 
land,  who  emigrated  to  Canada  in  the  spring  of 
1842,  whence  they  came  to  Winnebago  County, 
III,  eight  years  later.  Of  their  twelve  chil¬ 


dren,  all  grew  to  mature  years,  and  only  four 
have  been  called  to  their  final  rest.  ’The  father 
died  April  19,  1856,  and  the  mother  is  still  living 
at  the  age  of  eighty-one  years,  her  home  being 
with  her  daughter.  Mr,  and  Mrs.  Shipe  have  one 
child,  Nellie,  a  maiden  of  sixteen  summers,  who  is 
attending  the  High  School  of  RoottiWd.  The  fam¬ 
ily  have  many  friends  throughout  this  community 
and  rank  high  in  the  circles  of  society  in  which 
they  move.  In  his  political  affiliations,  Mr.  Shipe 
is  a  Republican.  He  is  held  in  high  regard  by  all 
who  know  him  and  is  recognized  as  a  progressive 
farmer  and  valued  citizen  of  the  community. 


OSEPH  J.  BRANTIN GUAM.  The  publish¬ 
ers  of  this  volume  would  fail  in  their  ob¬ 
ject  of  presenting  to  their  readers  a  review 
Of  the  lives  of  the  prominent  citizens  of  the 
county  were  they  to  omit  that  of  our  subject, 
formerly  one  of  the  influential  business  men  of 
Rockford,  where  he  was  a  capitalist,  money  broker 
and  real-estate  dealer,  and  was  largely  interested  In 
property  in  Chicago.  He  died  in  New  York  City, 
August  5,  1891,  while  on  a  pleasure  trip  through 
the  East  and  his  remains  were  brought  home  for 
interment  in  the  cemetery  of  this  city. 

He  of  whom  we  write  was  born  in  or  near  New 
York  City,  October  28, 1884,  aud  received  an  ex¬ 
cellent  education  in  his  native  place  and  in  the 
business  college  of  Chicago,  having  come  West 
with  his  parents  in  1855.  Later,  he  removed  to 
this  county,  where  he  occupied  a  high  rank  among 
its  weal tli y  citizens  and  resided  until  his  decease. 
He  was  not  interested  in  political  affairs  other 
than  to  cast  a  Republican  vote  at  election  times. 
The  lady  to  Whom  he  was  married  iii  Rockford 
bore  the  name  of  Miss  Ada  Brice,  and  had  her 
birth  in  Washington,  Pa.  She  was  an  infant  of 
two  years  when  her  parents  came  to  the  city,  and 
received  an  excellent  education  in  the  public 
schools.  Her  father,  Capt.  James  Brice,  was  also  a 
native  of  the  Keystone  State,  where  lie  owned  and 
operated  a  foundry  in  Washington.  Disposing  of 
his  interests  there  in  the  latter  part  of  the  ’40s,  he 
came  to  this  section  and  here  resided  until  a  few 
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years  prior  to  Ms  decease,  which  occurred  in  1887, 
at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-eight  years.  lie 
was  in  no  sense  of  the  word  an  ofiioe-seeker,  pre¬ 
ferring  the  quiet  and  happiness  of  his  fireside  to 
the  turmoil  of  public  life,  but  always  voted  with 
the  Republican  party. 

During  the  iate  Civil  War,  Mr.  Brice  raised  Com¬ 
pany  H,  Ninety-second  Illinois  Infantry,  at  Ro¬ 
chelle,  of  which  lie  was  elected  Captain, and  went 
with  his  regiment  to  the  South,  where  he  was  en¬ 
gaged  in  fighting  for  two  years.  At  the  expira- 


where  lie  was  engaged  as  a  tiller  of  the  soil.  The 
grandfather  of  our  subject,  Timothy  Sergent,  was 
born  in  Vermont,  it  is  thought,  and  was  a  farmer 
by  occupation.  About  1852,  he  removed  from  the 
Green  Mountain  State,  and,  settling  in  the  town 
of  Franklin,  Do  Kalb  County,  Ill.,  bought  a  place, 
where  lie  made  his  home  until  called  hence  by 
death.  The  maiden  name  of  his  wife  was  Abigail 
Allen. 

Eli  Sergent,  father  of  our  subject,  was  born  in 
Mendon,  Rutland  County,  Vt<,  and  was  reared  to 


tion  of  that  time,  lie  received  bis  honorable  dis¬ 
charge  on  account  of  physical  disability  and  re¬ 
turned  home.  During  his  entire  service,  ho  escaped 
accident,  although  lie  'was  in  many  hard-fought 
engagements,  and  at  one  time  was  offered  a  Col¬ 
onel’s  commission  ,  but  declined  to  accept  the  honor. 
He  was  an  active  worker  in  the  Grand  Army  of 
the  Republic  and  his  life  record  was  such  as  to  com¬ 
mend  him  to  the  respect  and  esteem  of  the  entire 
community. 

The  maiden  name  of  Mrs.  Brantingham’s  mother 
was  Miss  Anna  Miller;  site  Was  a  native  t  f  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  and  died  when  her  daughter  was  an  infant 
of  two  years.  The  lady  whom  Mr.  Brice  chose  for 
his  second  wife  is  still  surviving  and  makes  her 
home  in  Tama,  Iowa.  To  our  subject  and  his  wife 
have  been  born  four  children,  who  have  been  given 
good  educations  and  fitted  to  fill  honorable  sta¬ 
tions  in  life. 


(fL.  °RT°N  W.  SERGENT.  The  liiglily  eulti- 
fj  vated  farm  owned  and  operated  by  Mr. 
Jew'  Sergent  comprises  one  hundred  and  forty 
(IH  acres  on  section  34,  Flora  Township,  and  is 
numbered  among  the  best  estates  in  Boone  County. 
Since  the  present  proprietor  purchased  the  place 
in  1869,  he  has  devoted  his  attention  closely  to  its 
improvement,  and  has  not  only  brought  the  soil  to 
a  high  state  of  cultivation,  but  has  erected  a  first- 
class  set  of  farm  buildings. 

The  Sergent  family  originated  in  England, 
whence  the  great-grandfather  of  our  subject  emi¬ 
grated  to  America  and  settled  in  New  England, 


manhood  in  his  native  place.  About  1834,  lie  re¬ 
moved  to  New  York  State  and  settled  in  the  town 
of  Gaines,  Orleans  County,  whore  he  bought  a 
tract  of  land  partly  improved,  and  engaged  in 
its  cultivation  until  1858.  In  April  of  that  year, 
he  came  to  Illinois  and  located  in  Henry  County, 
where  he  operated  a  rented  farm  for  three  years. 
His  homo  was  next  established  in  Franklin  Town¬ 
ship,-  De  Kalb  County,  whore  he  remained  a  few 
years,  afterward  buying  the  farm  on  which  our 
subject  now  resides.  In  1877,  he  removed  to  Bol- 
viderc,  where  he  now  lives  retired  from  active  du¬ 
ties. 

The  mother  of  our  subject,  whose  maiden  name 
was  Hannati  K.  Jingle,  was  born  in  Ticondoroga, 
N.  Y.,  the  daughter  of  Robert  and  Polly  (Allen) 
Hogle,  and  died  in  May,  1880.  Three  of  her  chil¬ 
dren  are  now  living:  Horton  W.,  Ora  J.,  and  Ce- 
linda  E.,  wife  of  Thomas  Lane.  The  first-named 
was  born  in  Gaines,  Orleans  County, N,  Y., Decem¬ 
ber  7,  1835.  He  was  reared  and  educated  in  his 
native  place,  and  in  the  fall  of  1856  came  to  Illi¬ 
nois,  having  in  his  possession  $20  in  cash  and  a 
pair  of  1101*803.  It  was  during  a  time  of  financial 
depression  that  ho  located  in  this  State  and  lift)' 
cents  per  day  was  the  highest  wages  received. 

For  a  number  of  years,  Mr.  Sergent  operated  as 
a  renter,  and  in  I860  purchased  his  father’s  farm, 
where  lie  has  since  resided.  His  marriage,  Decem¬ 
ber  24, 1853,  united  him  with  Miss  Mary  »T.  Sloczer, 
who  was  bom  in  Champion,  Jefferson  County, 
N.  Y.,  and  they  are  the  parents  of  two  children, 
namely:  Edith  II.,  who  resides  at  home,  and 
George  Eli,  who  ’married  Dora  Heyward,  and  re¬ 
sides  in  Flora.  The  eldest  child,  Kiltie,  was  bom 
January  6,  1855,  married  Howard  Shannon,  and 
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died  in  April,  1876;  Arrissa  M.  was  born  April  28, 
1858,  married  Seth  Sleezer,  and  died  February  15, 
1891,  leaving  one  child,  Frank  W. 

Martin  Sleezer,  grandfather  of  Mrs.  Sergent,  was 
born  in  Germany,  and,  as  far  as  known,  was  the 
only  member  of  the  family  who  ever  came  to 
America.  He  settled  in  Saratoga  County,  N.  Y., 
where  his  son  George  was  born  and  reared.  The 
latter  learned  the  trade  of  a  mason  and  plasterer, 
and  was  thus  occupiod  in  Jefferson  County,  for 
a  number  of  years.  In  the  year  1854,  he  re¬ 
moved  to  Illinois  and  settled  in  Newark,  Kendall 
County,  where  his  death  occurred  in  December, 
1855.  His  wife,  Polly  (Woodward)  Sleezer,  was 
born  in  Providence,  Saratoga  County,  N.  Y.,  the 
daughter  of  Abraham  and  Susan  (Van  Curler) 
Woodward,  and  died  in  Gridlcy,  McLean  Count)’, 
111. 

Ill  the  social  circles  of  Flora  Township,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Sergent  occupy  a  prominent  position,  to  which 
their  hospitality,  upright  lives  and  nobility  of 
character  abundantly  entitle  them.  They  have 
not  been  without  their  sorrows  and  misfortunes, 
but  through  them  all  they  have  retained  their 
cheerfulness  of  heart  and  faith  in  mankind.  They 
have  won  the  confidence  of  all  with  whom  they 
have  come  in  contact,  and  have  done  their  share 
in  the  advancement  Of  every  cause  for  the  benefit 
of  the  community. 


ROBERT  GARRETT,  who  is  living  a  retired 
IWr  life  on  his  farm  on  section  15,  Guilford 
Township,  Winnebago  County,  claims  Ohio 
^  as  the  State  of  his  nativity.  Be  was  born 
in  Lake  County,  May  17,  1832,  and  is  of  English 
descent.  His  grandfather,  Patrick  Garrett,  spent 
his  entire  life  on  the  Isle  of  Man,  where  Thomas 
Garrett,  Ins  father,  was  born  and  reared.  lie  mar¬ 
ried  Margaret  Kowish,  and  she  and  her  parents, 
Charles  and  Ann  (McKnight)  Kowish,  were  also 
natives  of  the  Isle  of  Man.  After  their  marriage, 
they  emigrated  to  America,  in  1827,  sailing  from 
Liverpool  to  New  York,  where  they  arrived  after 
a  voyage  of  nine  weeks  and  three  days.  Mr.  Gar¬ 
rett  wont  directly  to  Ohio,  but  soon  returned  to 


Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  where  he  spent  a  year.  He  then 
again  went  to  the  Buckeye  State,  and  purchased 
thirty  acres  of  timber  land  at  $16  per  acre,  upon 
which  he  built,  a  log  cabin,  making  it  his  home 
until  1838.  At  that  time  he  came  to  Illinois.  He 
f oun  d  Rockford  to  be  a  mere  hamlet  in  the  midst 
of  a  sparsely  settled  country,  most  of  the  land 
|  being  owned  by  the  Government.  He  opened  the 
first  shoe  shop  in  Rockford,  and  there  fallowed  his 
trade  for  two  years,  when  he  purchased  the  farm 
on  which  our  subject  now  resides,  and  built  a  frame 
bouse,  18x24  feet,  the  family  becoming  its  occu¬ 
pants  in  the  spring  of  that  year.  He  followed  his 
trade,  while  his  sons  operated  the  farm,  upon  which 
he  resided  until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  June, 
1873,  at  the  age  of  seventy-eight  years.  His  wife 
had  passed  away  in  February  previous,  when  sixty- 
six  years  of  age.  In  their  family  were  Six  sons: 
William,  John,  Robert,  Thomas  and  Benjamin,  all 
residing  in  this  county,  and  Charles,  who  died  in 
Salt  Lake  City,  in  1891. 

Robert  Garrett  has  resided  in  Illinois  since  he 
was  a  lad  of  six  summers,  and  amid  the  wild 
scenes  of  frontier  life  was  reared  to  manhood. 
After  attaining  his  majority,  he  learned  the  trade 
of  a  carpenter  and  builder,  and  carried  on  that 
business  until  1886,  since  which  time  lie  has  lived 
a  retired  life.  In  1863,  he  purchased  a  farm  on 
section  15,  Guilford  Township,  and  it  has  since 
been  his  home.  He  now  owns  a  well-improved 
farm,  and  is  enjoying  the  rest  which  he  has  so 
truly  earned  and  richly  deserves. 

Mr.  Garrett  was  united  in  marriage,  in  1862, 
with  Dalla  Hayes,  who  was  born  in  this  township, 
and  is  a  daughter  of  Samuel  Baker  Ilayes,  one  of 
the  pioneer  settlers  of  Winnebago  County.  He 
■was  born  in  Connecticut,  whence  he  removed  to 
the  Province  of  Ontario,  Canada,  residing  for  a 
number  of  years  near  St.  Thomas.  He  then  emi¬ 
grated  to  Illinois  in  the  fall  of  1838,  and  bought 
a  “squatter’s”  claim,  consisting  of  a  tract  of  Gov¬ 
ernment  land  on  section  17,  Guilford  Township. 
When  the  land  came  into  market, be  purchased  his 
farm  at  $1.25  per  acre.  The  log  cabin  which  he 
there  erected  was  the  birthplace  of  Mrs.  Garrett. 
Upon  his  farm  Mr.  Hayes  resided  until  his  death. 
He  was  three  times  married,  his  second  wife  being 
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the  mother  of  Mi's.  Garrett.  Her  maiden  name 
■was  Catherine  Govro.  She  was  born  in  Canada, 
and  was  of  French  descent. 

Two  sons  were  born  unto  our  subje^  and  his 
wife:  Dexter,  the  eider,  married  Louisa  Ihtie^y,  and 
they  have  one  daughter,  Maud;  Lincoln  >  wedded 
Alice  Wilmot,  and  they  have  one  child,  Vera.  The 
Garrett  family  is  one  widely  and  favorably  known 
in  this  community.  Mr.  Garrett  is  a  self-made 
man,  who  by  his  own  efforts  has  Steadily  worked 
his  way  upward  and  acquired  a  handsome  compe¬ 
tence  that  now  enables  him  to  live  a  retired  life. 
His  sterling  worth  and  strict  integrity  have  won 
him  high  esteem. 

kEVI  L.  CHANDLER  was  born  in  Chester, 
Yk,  November  1,  1810,  the  son  of  Thomas 

_ _  and  Jsena  Chandler,  and  was  one  of  seven 

children  included  in  the  family  circle.  His  mar¬ 
riage,  which  occurred  June  24,  1869,  united  him 
with  Miss  Phebc  A.  Sheldon,  who  was  born  in  Me¬ 
dina  County,  Ohio,  August  18,  1821,  the  daughter 
of  David  and  Anna  Sheldon.  For  further  parti¬ 
culars  in  regard  to  her  family  history,  the  reader 
is  referred  to  the  sketch  of  Ira  J.  Sheldon,  found 
elsewhere  in  this  volume. 

Mr.  and  Mi'S.  Chandler  make  their  homo  in  a 
pretty  residence  in  the  village  of  Pecatonica,  and 
are  highly  esteemed  by  the  people  of  that  com¬ 
munity.  Mrs.  Chandler,  in  her  religious  convic¬ 
tions,  is  Identified  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  of  which  she  is  an  active  and  faithful 
member. 


Township,  Kenosha  County,  Wis.,  whore  he  had 
settled  on  Government  land  and  improved  a  lino 
j  farm.  Later,  he  sold  the  place,  and  purchasing  an- 
!  other  farm,  improved  a  splendid  estate  of  nearly 
five  hundred  acres,  which  is  now  the  property  of 
his  eldest  son. 

In  his  native  place,  Washington  County,  N.  Y., 
Mr.  Reynolds  was  reared  to  manhood.  His  father, 
John,  and  his  grandfather,  Oliver  Reynolds,  were 
both  natives  of  Rhode  Island  and  farmers  by  oc¬ 
cupation  .  G  rand  father  Reynolds,  accompan  led  by 
his  family,  removed  at  an  early  day  to  Washing¬ 
ton  County,  N.  Y.,  settling  in  Easton  Township, 
where  he  cleared  a  farm  from  the  thick  forest 
growths.  His  death  occurred  when  ho  was  forty 
years  of  age,  but  his  wife  attained  to  a  good  old 
age.  John  Reynolds  was  a  successful  farmer  and 
followed  that  occupation  in  Washington  County, 
where  he  died  in  July,  1864,  aged  seventy-two 
years.  His  wife  preceded  him  in  death  about  six 
months.  Him  was  a  faithful  member  of  the  Baptist 
Church,  while  ho  was  a  Quaker  and  reared  in  the 
Friends’  Church. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  the  fourth  in  a 
family  of  twelve  children,  seven  of  whom  still  sur- 
!  vivo.  After  coming  to  Wisconsin,  Mr.  Reynolds 
■  met  and  married  Miss  Anna  E.  McCommings,  who 
I  was  born  and  reared  in  Erie,  Pa.  Her  father,  Na- 
!  than  McCommings,  was  born  in  Scotland,  whence 
he  emigrated  to  America  with  his  parents  and  set¬ 
tled  in  Erie  County,  Pa.  There  he  was  married  to 
Miss  Mary  Dewey,  whoso  brother  was  the  first 
white  child  born  in  Erie  County.  After  marriage, 
Nathan  McCommings  and  his  wife  settled  in  Erie 
County,  where  his  death  occurred  at  the  age  of 
about  forty-five  years.  His  wife  afterward  came 
to  Wisconsin  and  died  at  the  home  of  Mrs.  Reynolds 
when  fifty-nine  years  old. 


J[#ENYQN  REYNOLDS  is  now  living  retired 
at  his  pleasant  home,  No.  309  North  Main 
Street,  Rockford,  surrounded  by  all  the 
v  comforts  of  life.  Coming  here  in  January, 
1865,  in  order  to  secure  good  educational  advan¬ 
tages  for  his  children,  lie  has  since  made  the  city 
his  home,  and  is  identified  with  many  of  its  inter¬ 
ests.  Prior  to  locating  here,  he  resided  in  Randall 


i  Mrs.  Reynolds  is  one  of  twelve  children,  ten  of 
.  whom  attained  to  mature  years.  She  is  a  true 
friend,  kind  neighbor,  and  is  ever  ready  to  extend  a 
,  helping  hand  to  those  in  need  or  trouble.  Mi*,  and 
•  Mrs.  Reynolds  became  the  parents  of  four  children, 
i  two  of  whom  survive.  Sarah  died  when  twenty 
j  years  old  and  another  child  died  young.  John 
J  Floyd,  who  owns  and  operates  the  Wisconsin 
|  homestead,  married  Carrie  M.  Slade,  and  they  have 
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three  children:  Floyd,  Anna  and  Clarence.  The 
other  son,  Clarence,  is  a  successful  liveryman  on 
Ihirfcy- third  Street,  Chicago.  His  wife,  whose 
maiden  name  was  Kate  Fellows,  died  leaving  one 
child,  Kenyon.  In  political  matters,  Mr.  Reynolds 
is  a  Republican,  true  to  the  principles  of  that 
party.  He  and  his  wife  are  attendants  at  the 
Christian  Union  Church,  of  which  they  are  promi¬ 
nent  members. 

AMUEL  C.  WESTERLING,  Rockford  is  a 
well-known  musical  center,  and  among  its 
inhabitants  are  to  bo  found  many  whose 
tastes  are  correct  and  refined.  There  is, 
therefore,  a  tempting  field  here  for  the  musical  mer¬ 
chant  whose  stock  bears  the  stamp  of  merit,  and 
whose  reputation  as  an  authority  cannot  be  ques¬ 
tioned.  In  Rockford  there  are  several  prominent 
dealers  in  musical  instruments,  but  foremost  among 
them  is  Mr.  Samuel  0.  Wcsterling,  who,  in  addition 
to  a  large  lino  of  musical  instruments,  pianos,  or¬ 
gans,  etc.,  as  lino  as  are  manufactured  in  the  United 
States,  he  handles  a  large  line  of  sewing  machines 
—a  dozen  different  kinds. 

This  flourishing  business  is  located  at  No.  429 
West  Slate  Street,  and  he  has  constantly  on  hand 
a  full  line  of  the  best  instruments.  The  excellence 
of  his  stock  has  long  since  secured  for  him  a  name 
second  to  none.  Mr.  Wosterling  began  business 
here  in  1877,  and  lie  lias  a  very  extensive  trade, 
which  he  has  built  up  entirely  himself,  and  his  ca¬ 
reer  affords  an  excellent  example  of  what  pluck 
and  energy  can  accomplish  under  adverse  circum¬ 
stances  and  against  keen  competition.  He  came 
to  this  city  from  Freeport,  111.,  where  he  had  been 
in;  the  same  business  for  three  years,  and  previous 
to  that  he  had  carried  on  the  same  business  for  nine 
years  in  Toledo,  Ohio.  He  is  a  man  of  experience 
in  this  line  of  business,  having  sold  his  first  ma¬ 
chine  on  the  6th  of  June,  1852.  He  had  adjusted 
the  twenty-fifth  sowing  machine  sent  out  1>3'  the 
old  firm  of  Wheeler  «fe  Wilson,  and  what  he  does 
not  know  about  sewing  machines  is  not  worth 
knowing.  Almost  his  entire  life  has  been  devoted 
to  this  business.  lie  was  the  chief  promoter  of 


the  Royal  Sewing  Machine  Company,  of  Rock¬ 
ford,  and  an  ex-Director  and  stock-holder  in  the 
same.  Although  he  began  at  the  bottom  of  the 
ladder  in  his  business,  filling  all  the  different  posi¬ 
tions  from  office-boy  to  manager,  special  agent  and 
dealer,  he  has  now  reached  the  topmost  round  and 
is  now  in  a  position  to  enjoy  life. 

Our  subject  is  another  of  the  many  prominent 
citizens  of  Rockford  who  are  of  foreign  birth,  and, 
lilco  the  majority  of  them,  he  claims  Sweden  as 
his  native  coiratry.  He  was  born  in  Wester  Goth¬ 
land  Province,  but  came  to  the  United  States  when 
a  small  boy,  and  was  reared  in  Chautauqua  County, 
N.  Y.  His  people  left  Gottenburg,  Sweden,  in  the 
’40s,  crossed  the  ocean  in  a  three-mast  vessel, 
and  made  the  port  of  Boston  after  a  number  of 
weeks  on  the  ocean.  He  was  married  in  Ohio  to 
Miss  Anna  E.  Coder,  who  was  born,  reared  and  ed¬ 
ucated  in  the  Buckeye  State.  Her  parents  came 
originally  from  Pennsylvania,  and  her  mother  is 
still  living  and  a  resident  of  Toledo,  Ohio.  Mr. 
Wcsterling  is  a  Republican  in  liis  political  views, 
and  he  and  wife,  although  they  attend  church  reg¬ 
ularly,  are  not  members.  They  have  no  children. 

The  original  of  this  sketch  takes  great  pride  in 
the  fact  that  he  never  had  a  lawsuit  in  business, 
being  able  to  make  satisfactory  settlement  without, 
and  that  he  never  had  to  discount  a  dollar. 

zp^KORGE  CLINTON  HUTCHINS  resides  on 
[if  <=~,  section  9,  Harlem  Township.  There  is 
probably  no  other  resident  of  Winnebago 
County  who  has  lived  so  long  within  its  borders 
as  our  subject,  and  this  wOrk  would  be  incomplete 
without  his  sketch.  He  was  born  in  Chautauqua 
County,  N.  Y.,  March  20,  1883,  and  is  a  son  of 
Nathan  and  Lavina  (Olmstead)  Hutchins,  the 
former  a  native  of  Otsego  County,  N.  Y.,  and  the 
latter  of  Massachusetts.  His  father  was  reared  to 
manhood  upon  a  farm,  and  removed  to  Chautauqua 
County  when  a  young  man,  becoming  one  of  its 
pioneer  settlers.  Buying  a  tract  of  timber  land 
from  the  Holland  Purchase,  he  cleared  and  devel¬ 
oped  it,  making  a  good  farm,  upon  which  he  re¬ 
sided  until  1883,  In  that  year,  he  made  a  visit  to 
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Illinois,  and  while  here  located  a  claim  of  Govern¬ 
ment  land  in  Will  County.  He  had  made  the  jour¬ 
ney  on  foot  and  in  the  same  way  returned  to  New 
York.  The  succeeding  year,  he  came  with  his  fam¬ 
ily  to  the  new  home  which  he  had  provided  and 
there  he  continued  to  reside  until  1838,  when  ho 
came  to  Winnebago  County,  locating  in  Harlem 
Township.  He  purchased  a  tract  of  Government 
land  and  entered  it  at  the  land  office  in  Galena 
and  soon  the  work  of  development  and  improve¬ 
ment  began.  All  of  the  experiences  and  trials 
of  frontier  life  were  experienced  by  himself  and 
family.  They  used  to  pound  corn  and  wheat  in  a 
mortar  and  thus  secure  flour,  as  there  were  no  near 
mills  or  markets.  Their  grain  had  to  be  hauled  to 
Chicago,  and  there  their  supplies  were  obtained. 
The  death  of  Mr.  Huteliina  occurred  on  the  old 
homestead  in  1876,  at  the  age  of  ejghty-one  years. 
He  had  made  of  his  land  a  good  farm  and  had  ac¬ 
quired  a  considerable  competence.  His  wife  also 
spent  her  last  days  on  the  old  homestead  and  was 
called  to  her  final  rest  in  1874.  In  their  family 
were  four  children;)!  Henry,'  Erastus,  George  and 
Mary.  " 

It  was  during  the  infancy  of  our  subject  that 
his  parents  came  to  Illinois  and  he  was  reared 
among  the  wild  scenes  of  frontier  life.  At  first 
there  was  no  schools,  for  the  settlers  were  widely 
scattered  and  many  could  not  afford  the  Expense 
9  of  hiring  a  teacher.  Mr.  Hutchins  attended  the 
first  school  held  in  the  neighborhood;  one-halt  of 
a  double  log  house  was  used  as  a  place  of  meeting, 
the  other  portion  of  the  building  being  occupied 
by  a  family.  The  seats  were  made  of  slab^,  with 
wooden  pins  for  legs,  and  similar  wooden  pins  in¬ 
serted  in  the  wall  with  boards  laid  upon  them 
served  as  desks  for  ihe  larger  scholars  to  write 
upon.  As  soon  as  he  was  old  enough,  he  began 
aiding  his  father  in  the  labors  of  the  farm,  and  has 
often  hauled  the  farm  products  all  the  way  to  Chi¬ 
cago.  He  has  made  agricultural  pursuits  his  life 
work.  He  resided  with  his  parents  throughout 
their  entire  lives,  caring  for  them  in  their  old  age, 
and  now  owns  and  occupies  the  old  homestead 
farm,  upon  which  he  has  lived  since  his  infancy. 

On  July  11^  1859,  Mr,  Hutchins  was  joined  in 
wedlock  with  Mary  Steen,  who  was  born  near 


Montreal,  Canada,  and  is  a  daughter  of  James  and 
Mary  Ann  Steen.  Their  union  has  been  blessed 
with  five  children,  four  sons  and  a  daughter; 
Byron  J.,  Herbert  G.,  Minnie  and  Harry,  and  Mark, 
deceased.  The  parents  are  both  members  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  their  lives  have 
been  in  hnrmony  with  their  professions.  In  poli¬ 
ties,  Mr.  Ilntchius  is  a  stalwart  Republican.  These 
worthy  people  have  a  very  wide  acquaintance 
throughout  the  community  where  they  have  so 
long  made  their  home,  and  are  held  in  the  highest 
regard  for  their  sterling  worth, 

OVEJOY  C.  HALL,  one  of  the  leading 
business  men  of  New  Milford,  who  is  en¬ 
gaged  in  general  merchandising,  has  spent 
his  entire  life  in  this  locality.  Ho  was  born  in  New 
Milford  Township-,  Winnebago  County,  October 
28, 1852,  and  is  agon.  of  Thomas  and  Anna  (Hun¬ 
ter)  Haltyb^h^f  whom  were  natives  of  the  Emer¬ 
ald  JsleTTn  that  land  they  were  married,  and  about 
1842  emigrated  to  America,  sailing  from  Liver¬ 
pool  to  Canada,  whence  they  came  to  Illinois. 

Our  subject  spent  his  childhood  days  under  the 
parental  roof,  and  at  the  age  of  fifteen  began  earn¬ 
ing  his  own  livelihood.  Farming  has  been  his 
principal  occupation,  but  in  1889  he -bought  an 
interest  in  a  New  Milford  stove,  and  about  the  same 
time  was  appointed  Postmaster  by  President  Har¬ 
rison. 

On  March  20, 1874,  Mr.  Hall  was  joined  in  wed¬ 
lock  to  Miss  Emma  Seek,  of  New  Milford,  daughter 
of  John  and  Eliza  (Montgomery)  Seek,  who  emi¬ 
grated  to  Illinois  from  the  East  about  1857  and 
settled  upon  a  farm  on  section  29,  New  Milford 
Township.  The  young  couple  began  their  domes¬ 
tic  life  upon  a  farm  of  one  hundred  acres,  a  part 
of  which  was  the  wife's  property,  while  sixty  acres) 
were  purchased  by  Mr.  Hall.  He  erected  upon  it 
a  good  residence,  commodious  barns,  put  the  entire 
farm  under  a  high  state  of  cultivation,  set  out 
evergreen  and  other  ornamental  trees,  planted  a 
nice  orchard  and  made  a  pleasant  homo  and  a 
valuable  and  desirable  farm.  He  there  engaged  in 
general  farming  and  stock-raising  until  his  removal 
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to  the  village,  when  he  rented  his  farm  and  in 
partnership  with  Charles  A.  Chase  bought  out  the 
general  merchandise  establishment  of  W.  II. 
Gardner.  In  connection  with  their  dealings  in 
this  line,  they  also  handle  farm  implements,  and 
sold  twenty  McCormick  harvesters  and  ten  mowers 
last  season,.  Their  trade  in  both  branches  of  in¬ 
dustry  is  constantly  increasing  and  their  liberal 
patronage  is  certainly  well  deserved.  Mr.  Ilall  is 
an  enterprising  and  industrious  business  man  and 
by  careful  attention  to  all  the  details  of  his  busi¬ 
ness  lias  won  a  well-merited  success. 

Our  subject  and  his  wife  have  one  son  and  two 
daughters:  Maud  A.,  who  was  born  November  25, 
1876,  is  now  attending  the  High  School  and 
also  studying  music;  Inez,  born  October  23,  1880; 
jind  Eugene,  bom  April  1,  1886.  The  parents  rank 
higli  in 'social  circles  and  their  home  is  the  abode 
*  r.  hospitality.  They  have  a  wide  circle  of  friends 
and  acquaintances  in  this  community,  and  it  is 
with  pleasure  that  we  present  their  sketch  tp  our 
readers. 


’SpsQ  DW1N  A.  COVEY,  a  retired  farmer  resid- 
M  Lig  in  Belvidere,  is  one  of  the  oldest  na- 
/J~s0  tive-born  citizens  of  this  county.  He  was 
born  in  Boone  Township,  May  29,  1848.  His 
grandfather,  Theodore  Covey,  was  a  native  of 
New  Hampshire,  and  the  father,  Stephen  Covey, 
was  born  in  Chester,  Rockingham  County,  N.  II., 
November  5,  1801.  When  young,  he  accompanied 
his  parents  to  Vermont,  and  in  early  manhood  re¬ 
moved  to  St.-  Lawrence  County,  N.  Y.,  becoming 
one  of  thq  pioneer  settlers  of  that  region.  He 
engaged  hi  cutting  timber,  which  wits  burned,  and 
from  the  ashes  was  extracted  potash,  or  black 
salts,  as  it  was  called.  He  removed  from  there  to 
Chautauqua  Comity,  settling  near  MayviUe,  where 
he  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  shingles  until 
1839,  when,  with  his  family,  he  came  to  Boone 
County  and  spent  the  winter  in  Belvidere.  He 
then  rented  a  farm  east  of  the  town  for  one  year, 
after  which  lie  purchased  a  tract  of  land  near 
Poplar  Grove.  Upon  it  was  a  log  house,  and  a  | 
few  acres  of  land  had  been  broken.  He  lived 


upon  that  farm  until  1850,  and  afterwards  bought 
and  sold  several  farms.  He  was  a  resident  of  this 
/^county  until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  Caledo¬ 
nia  Township,  August  21,  1885.  His  wife  was  in 
her  maidenhood  Miss  Susan  Jenner.  She  was 
born  in  Moriah,  Essex  County,  N.  Y.,  July  4, 1810, 
and  is  a  daughter  of  Stephen  and  Betsy  (Mather) 
Jenner.  She  was  called  to  her  final  rest  in  August, 
1882. 

The  first  school  which  our  subject  attended  was 
taught  in  a  log  house  three  miles  from  his  home. 
At  an  early  age,  he  commenced  to  assist  his  father 
in  the  labors  of  the  farm,  and  remained  with  his 
parents  until  their  deaths.  He  commenced  farm¬ 
ing  for  himself  at  the  time  of  his  marriage,  and 
the  farm  upon  which  the  young  couple  began  their 
domestic  life  continued  to  be  their  home  until 
1890,  when  they  came  to  Belvidere  and  built  the 
home  they  now  occupy. 

On  the  12th  of  September,  1862,  Mr.  Covey 
married  Elizabeth  J.  Dimond,  who  was  born  in 
Brantford,  Ontario,  Canada,  and  is  a  daughter  of 
Richard  and  Sarah  (Luxton)  Dimond.  The  father 
was  born  in  the  parish  of  Rexford,  Devonshire,  Eng¬ 
land,  where  James  Dimond,  the  grandfather,  spent 
his  entire  li fe.  Richard  learned  the  trade  of  a  mason, 

I  which  he  followed  in  England  until  after  his  mar¬ 
riage  to  Miss  Luxton,  who  was  bom  in  the  same 
locality  as  her  husband,  and  was  a  daughter  of 
Hugh  and  Mary  Luxton.  After  their  marriage, 
they  emigrated  to  Prince  Edward  Island,  and  four 
years  later  became  residents  of  Brantford,  Province 
of  Ontario,  where  Mr.  Dimond  bought  a  tract  of 
timber  land,  cleared  a  farm,  and  erected  a  good  set 
of  frame  buildings.  He  there  made  lxis  home  un¬ 
til  1850,  when,  with  his  family,  he  came  to  Boone 
County  and  purchased  a  partially  improved  farm 
in  Caledonia  Township.  I-Iis  first  home  was  a  log 
cabin,  but  it  was  afterwards  replaced  by  a  stone 
residence.  Mr.  Dimond  did  all  the  work  of  build¬ 
ing  the  house  himself,  even  quarried  the  stone  and 
burned  the  lime.  His  death  occurred  at  the  old 
homestead,  July  27,  1886.  His  wife  passed  away 
in  1868.  They  had  a  family  of  five  children: 
Mary  A.,  Thirza,  Josiah,  Stephen  and  Elizabeth  jf 
Four  children  grace  the  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Covey:  Fred,  Frank  R,,  Ira  J.  and  Arthur  A. 
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Fred  married  Blanche  Wheeler  and  has  one  child, 
Louis  Stephen.  The  Covey  household  is  the  abode 
Of  hospitality,  and  its  members  rank  high  in  social 
circles.  Mr.  Covey  east  his  first  Presidential  vote 
for  Abraham  Lincoln,  and  has  since  been  a  stanch 
supporter  of  the  Republican  party.  He  has  led  a 
busy  and  useful  life,  and  as  the  result  of  his  indus¬ 
try,  perseverance  and  good  management,  is  now 
enabled  to  spend  his  declining  days  in  retirement 
from  labor,  enjoying  the  fruits  of  his  former  toil. 


GEORGE  MANSON.  This  gentleman,  al¬ 

though  jstill  a  young  man,  has  a  fine  repu¬ 
tation  as  a  member  of  the  agricultural  com¬ 
munity,  and  a  citizen  of  whose  worth  no  one  is  in 
doubt.  Ho  is  a  native  of  Winnebago  County, 
having  been  born  in  Shirland,  November  16, 1850. 
He  is  at  present  residing  on  an  excellent  estate  in 
Shirland  Township,  his  father,  Nicholas  Manson, 
who  was  born  in  Canada  in  1811,  making  his  home 
with  him. 

The  father  of  our  subject  brought  his  wife  and 
family  of  two  children  overland  to  this  county  in 
1840,  landing  in  Shirland  after  a  voyage  of  six 
weeks.  His  wife,  Caroline  Holden,  was  born  in 
St.  Lawrence  County,  N.  Y.,  in  1809,  and  after 
having  borne  her  husband  three  children,  departed 
this  life  in  1847.  The  lady  whom  he  afterward 
chose  for  his  wife  was  Eliza  Eddy,  of  Troy,  N.  Y., 
and  to  them  were  bom  three  children :  Nicholas  E. 
and  James  E.  (twins),  and  George,  our  subject. 
The  wife  and  mother  passed  to  the  world  beyond, 
September  31,  1890,  in  her  seventy-seventh  year. 

The  father  of  our  subject  remained  at  home  un¬ 
til  attaining  his  twenty-fourth  year,  and  when 
starting  out  in  life,  was  possessed  of  a  strong  de¬ 
termination  to  gain  a  handsome  competency.  In 
addition  to  his  splendid  farm,  he  is  the  owner  of  a 
home  in  Shirland.  He  has  been  a  life-long  Repub- 
litan,  which  is  also  the  political  faith  of  our  sub¬ 
ject,  and  is  numbered  among  the  leading  citizens 
of  Shirland  Township.  On  locatiug  in  this  county, 
he  purchased  forty  acres  of  Government  land,  on 
which  he  placed  a  good  hewed  log  house,  and  added 
from  time  to  time  to  his  estate,  until  in  1881  he 


was  the  possessor  of  two  hundred  and  forty  broad 
acres,  valued  at  $25  per  acre.  His  father,  the 
grandfather  of  our  subject,  bore  the  name  of  James 
Manson,  and  was  a  native  of  Connecticut.  He  met 
his  death  by  a  run-away  team  when  a  young  mam; 

The  original  of  this  sketch  was  married  in  Be¬ 
loit,  Wis.,  in  1874,  to  Miss  Nettie  J.,  daughter  of 
Franklin  S.  and  Elizabeth  (Shrakc)  Hendeo.  Her 
father,  who  was  a  native  of  Goshen  County,  Vt., 
is  now  engaged  in  operating  a  farm  in  Wisconsin. 
The  mother  was  born  in  Dresden  County,  Ohio. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Manson  have  become  the  parents  of 
four  children,  one  of  whom,  an  infant  son,  died 
unnamed.  Mattie  Belle  was  born  January  28, 1876; 
Alma  May,  May  14,  1887,  and  George  Noble,  De¬ 
cember  2,  1890. 

Mrs.  Manson’s  father,  F:  S.  lien  dee,  is  one  of  the 
expensive  farmers  of  Rock  County,  Wis.,  owning 
thjiee  hundred  acres  there,  besides  a  farm  in  Brule 
County,  S.  Dak.  He  came  West  in  1847,  when 
seventeen  years  of  age,  and  has  built  lip  a  fine  rep¬ 
utation  as  a  man  of  push  and  enterprise.  He  has 
become  the  father  of  twelve  children,  one  of  whom 
is  deceased. 


ENRY  LOVESEE.  In  the  city  of  Berkshire, 
JfjJ)  England,  our  subject  was  born  in  March, 
1830,  and  his  father,  William  Lovesee,  and 
his  grandfather,  William  Lovosee,  Sr.,  were 
natives  of  that  country  also.  Both  father  and 
grandfather  were  weavers  by  trade,  the  latter  hav¬ 
ing  his  own  loom  in  his  house,  but  during  his  last 
days  he  was  a  farrier,  or  stock  dootor.  He  was 
still  vigorous  and  active  when  our  subject  left  Eng¬ 
land  with  his  parents  in  1835,  and  could  relate 
many  interesting  experiences  and  anecdotes.  Our 
subject  remembers  bearing  him  tell  about  how  lie 
went  to  Newgate  to  witness  the  hanging  of  nine 
men  for  sheep  stealing,  that  being  the  penalty  in 
those  days. 

William  Lovesee,  Jr,,  followed  his  trade  in  a 
factory,  manufacturing  sail  cloth,  ropes,  etc,,  but 
when  steam  was  first  introduced,  ho,  with  about 
tmee  hundred  other  employes,  was  thrown  out  of 
'  ’'k.  lie,  being  the  eldest  son  born  to  his  parents, 
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inherited  all  his  father’s  land,  only  about  twenty 
acres,  valued  at  about  $30  per  acre,  and  he  sold 
his  birthright  in  order  to  como  to  America.  His 
father  would  not  consent  to  his  disposing  of  his 

property  and  coming  to  the  United  States  unless  he 

would  consent  to  take  with  him  his  uncle  John, 
•who  was  a  sailor,  and  the  latter’s  family.  This 
company  numbered  fourteen  and  they  embarked 
from  St.  Catherine’s  Dock,  London,  on  the  “Cam- 
brill,”  in  the  fall  of  1835,  reaching  Pittsford,  Mon¬ 
roe  County,  N.  Y.,  late  in  November.  The  parish 
in  which  they  lived  in  England  fitted  this  company 
out  for  their  adventurous  trip,  and  when  they 
landed  in  this  country  their  means  were  limited  to 
fifty  cents.  However,  they  had  come  here  to 
stay  and  for  some  time  they  lived  in  an  old  shop, 
so  open  to  the  weather  that  our  subject  can  re¬ 
member  seeing  the  stars  shining  through  the  roof. 
This  little  company  remained  in  the  Empire  State 
about  four  years. 

Henry  Lovcsec,  at  the  youthful  ago  of  nine 
years,  was  obliged  to  begin  the  battle  of  life  for 
himself,  and  being  possessed  of  a  wonderful 
amount  of  pluck  for  a  little  fellow,  he  began  as  a 
driver  of  horses  on  the  Erie  Canal  and  continued 
this  for  about  one  year.  In  the  fall  of  1837,  he  came 
by  way  of  the  Lakes  to  Chicago,  whore  his  brother 
John,  who  had  located  two  years  previously  in 
the  State  of  Illinois,  met  him  with  a  horse  and 
wagon.  There  were  no  bridges  then  between 
Chicago  and  Roscoe,  Ill.,  where  the  brother  lived, 
and  they  followed  the  Atkinson  Trail,  then  the 
only  white  man’s  trail.  They  swam  the  Fox  River 
near  Dundee  and  after  landing  in  Winnebago 
County,  our  subject  went  to  work  on  a  farm  and 
followed  this  with  teaming  until  twenty-five  years 
of  age. 

Our  subject  selected  his  wife  in  the  person  of 
Miss  Matilda  Dodge,  a  native  of  Ohio,  and  the 
daughter  of  Almeron  and  Sally  (Baldwin)  Dodge, 
the  parents  were  natives  of  the  Buckeye  State,  but 
early  settlors  of  Roscoe,  Ill.,  coming  bore  in  the 
'40s.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lovesce  commenced  house¬ 
keeping  in  section  34,  on  thirty-two  acres  of  land 
that  he  had  bought  with  his  earnings,  having 
worked  six  years  for  Benjamin  Richardson.  His 
first  wife  died  leaving  one  daughter,  Ellon,  who  J 


died  when  twelve  years  of  age.  Mr.  Lovesce ’s 
second  wife  was  Amanda  Dodge,  a  sister  of  his 
firsu  wife;  she  lived  but  about  four  years,  leav¬ 
ing  at  her  death  one  son,  Francis,  who  grew  up, 
married,  and  died  when  twenty-nine  years  of  age. 

Mr.  Lovesee’s  present  wife,  whose  maiden  name 
was  Amelia  Lloyd,  was  a  natw«  of  England  and 
came  with  her  parents,  Thomas  and  Charlotte 
(Kemp)  Lloyd,  to  this  country  when  but  six  years 
of  age.  Our  subject’s  last  union  resulted  in  the 
birth  of  four  children,  two  of  whom,  a  son  and 
daughter,  died  in  infancy.  The  two  children  liv¬ 
ing  are  Ellen,  now  Mrs.  Thomas  Lovesee,  her  hus¬ 
band  being  a  distant  relative,  residing  in  Wisconsin 
and  Giles  Ilenry,  who  is  now  fifteen  years  of  age 
and  is  attending  the  school  at  home. 

Agricultural  pursuits  have  been  our  subject’s 
occupation  in  life  and  in  this  he  has  been  fairly 
successful.  He  added  sixty  acres  to  bis  original 
tract,  and,  as  time  passed  by,  lie  bought  other 
tracts,  seven  different  farms  in  all.  About  sixteen 
years  ago,  lie  felt  the  need  of  rest  after  the  years 
of  hard  labor  ho  had  passed  through,  and  retired, 
having  done  very  little  since  then  except  to  collect 
his  interest.  His  vote  is  generally  cast  with  the 
Republican  party,  but  he  is  not  such  a  strict  parti¬ 
san  but  what  he  can  vote  for  good  men  on  the 
other  side.  He  is  not  a  member  of  any  church, 
but  generally  attends  the  Methodist.  Upright  and 
honorable  in  all  his  relations,  Mr.  Lovesee  is  one 
of  the  county’s  best  citizens. 


EPHRAIM  WYMAN.  The  gentleman  of 
whom  it  is  our  pleasure  and  privilege  t<* 
here  attempt  a  short  sketch  is  the  oldc- 
living  resident  in  point  of  settlement  in  Rockfoi 
having  come  hero  September  20,  1835.  He  b 
witnessed  with  interest  the  gradual  evolution  >■. 
this  section  from  its  original  wildness  to  its  pr 
out  prosperous  condition  of  beautiful  farms  and 
thriving  villages. 

The  original  of  this  sketch  was  born  in  Lancas¬ 
ter,  Worcester  County,  Mass.,  June  26,  1809.  Ilis 
father,  Deacon  Benjamin  Wyman,  was  born  on 
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the  same  farm  as  was  his  son,  while  his  father, 
Nathaniel  Wyman,  hailed  from  Woburn,  Middle¬ 
sex  County,  Mass.  The  ancestors  of  our  subject 
were  English,  and  emigrated  to  America  in  Col¬ 
onial  times,  settling  in  what  was  then  West  Cam¬ 
bridge,  but  is  now  Woburn.  The  grandfather  of 
our  subject  was  a  farmer  by  occupation  and  de¬ 
parted  this  life  in  Lancaster. 

Benjamin  Wyman  was  reared  on  the  home 
farm  and  received  such  advantages  in  an  educa¬ 
tional  way  as  the  district  schools  of  his  locality 
afforded.  He  spent  his  entire  life  on  the  farm 
where  he  was  born.  He  was  very  prominent  in 
church  circles  and  was  Deacon  in  the  Unitarian 
Church  at  Lancaster.  The  maiden  name  of  his 
wife  was  Lucre tia  Fair,  who  was  born  in  Lancas¬ 
ter.  Ephraim  Wyman  assisted  his  father  in  car¬ 
rying  on  the  home  farm  and  attended  school  in 
his  district.  He  remained  under  the  parental 
roof  until  attaining  his  fifteenth  year,  at  which 
time  he  went  to  Keene,  N.  II.,  where  he  served 
an  apprenticeship  at  the  baker’s  trade.  Having 
become  master  of  that  art,  he  engaged  in  that  line 
of  business  in  Keene  until  Juno  11,  1835. 

Desiring  to  know  something  more  of  the  West¬ 
ern  country,  Mr.  Wyman  emigrated  to  the  Prai¬ 
rie  State  via  stage  to  Albany,  where  ho  boarded 
a  train  which  conveyed  him  to  Schenectady,  N.  Y. 
whence  he  traveled  by  canal  to  Utica,  from  there 
by  stage  to  Buffalo,  by  lake  to  Detroit  and  by 
stage  to  Chicago.  In  that  city,  he  engaged  to 
work  at  $1.25  per  day,  assisting  to  stoke  out  lots 
three  miles  south  of  the  Court  House.  He  later 
assisted  in  laying  out  the  road  leading  from  Ft. 
Dearborn  to  Ft.  Howard,  Wis,,  being  thus  engaged 
until  September,  1835.  At  that  time,  ho  pur¬ 
chased  a  horse  and  saddle  in  the  Garden  City 
and  started  for  Midway,  as  Rockford  was*  then 
called.  When  locating  in  this  now  prominent 
city,  there  were  but  six  families  in  the  vicinity, 
three  on  either”  side  of  the  river.  He  continued 
to  make  this  place  his  home,  aiding  in  its  devel¬ 
opment,  until  1850,  a  part  of  the  time  being  en¬ 
gaged  in  operating  a  bakery  and  boarding-house. 

At  the  above-named  date,  Mr.  Wyman  started 
for  the  Golden  State,  where  he  remained  for  three 
years.  Returning  to  Winnebago  County, -he  again 


resided  in  Rockford  for  two  years,  after  which 
time  lie  spent  three, years  in  his  old  home  in  Lan¬ 
caster,  Mass.  Mr.  Wyman  has  been  a  continuous 
resident  in  Rockford  with  the  exception  of  the  few 
years  above  recounted  since  1835,  and  can  thus 
relate  many  an  interesting  tale  of  life  in  the 
thinly-settled  country. 

In  1853,  the  original  of  this  sketch  was  united  in 
marriage  in  Lancaster,  Mass.,  to  Carolina  Pearce. 
Mrs.  Wyman  was  born  in  Waltham,  Mass.,  and  was 
the  daughter  of  William  and  Mary  (Hager)  Pearce. 
In  religious  matters,  our  subject  and  liis  wife  are 
members  of  the  Unitarian  Church,  to  the  support 
of  which  denomination  they  are  liberal  contribu¬ 
tors.  Mr.  Wyman  lias  always  Voted  the  Repub¬ 
lican  ticket,  believing  that  party  to  be  in  the 
right.  He  has  been  a  hard  and  steady  worker  all 
his  life,  commencing  witjjt  his  bare  hands  at  a 
tender  age,  and  the  ground  work  of  his  success 
lay  in  his  practice  of  economy  and  thrift. 


AVID  ATWOOD.  After  years  of  well, 
directed  efforts  as  one  of  the  fanners  of 
Winnebago  County,  this  gentleman  has 
retired  in  affluence  to  the  enjoyment  of  a 
comfortable  home  and  the  society  of  many  friends 
in  the  city  of  Rockford.  He  is  one  of  the  pioneers 
of  the  county  and  was  born  in  Middlefield,  Berk¬ 
shire  County,  Mass.,  Juno  11,  1824.  His  father, 
Phinoas  Atwood,  was  a  native  of  Great  Barrington, 
that  State,  and  followed  the  trade  of  a  blacksmith 
in  connection  with  farming.  He  was  a  local  Meth¬ 
odist  preacher  in  Middlefield  and  Washington. 

The  grandfather  of  our  subject,  Hozokiali  At¬ 
wood,  was,  as  far  as  is  known,  born  in  Berkshire 
County,  Mass.  In  1842,  he  removed  to  Lowis 
County,  N.  Y.,  and,  in  1845,  eamo  to  Winne¬ 
bago  County,  making  his  homo  for  a  twelvemonth 
in  New  Miltord,  and  then  became  the  proprietor  of 
an  estate  in  the  town  of  Harlem,  whore  his  death 
occurred  in  his  eighty-fifth  year.  His  wife  prior 
to  her  marriage  was  known  as  Iluldnh  Ilascnll,  a 
native  of  Peru,  Mass.,  and  the  daughter  of  Roger 
and  Mary  (Webster)  HascalL  Her  decease  oc¬ 
curred  on  the  home  farm  in  Harlem  at  the  ad- 
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vanced  age  of  ninety-four.  The  father  of  our 
subject  served  in  the  War  of  1812,  and  with  his 
wife  was  an  active  and  consistent  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

The  following  ten  children  were  included  in  the 
parental  household:  Phineas,  Harriet  N.,Mary  W., 
Patience,  David, Louisa,  Jonathan,  Hezekiah,  Brad¬ 
ley  S.  and.  Sylvester.  Our  subject  was  given  a 
good  education  and  accompanied  his  parents  on 
their  removal  to  Lewis  County,  N.  Y.,  and  from 
there  to  Illinois  in  1845,  making  the  journey  by 
“way  of  the  Lakes  to  Chicago,  thence  overland  in  a 
stage  to  Rockford.  At  that  time  Winnebago  Con  n  ty 
was  sparsely  settled,  and,  as  most  of  the  land  was 
still  owned  by  the  Government,  ho  commenced  life 
here  working  out  on  farms  by  the  month.  Two 
years  later,  however,  he  purchased  a  tract  of  wild 
prairie  land  in  Harlem  Township,  for  which  ho 
paid  $7  per  acre.  Cutting  the  timber  on  his  farm, 
he  drow  the  logs  to  Kpafford  <fc  Gregory’s  Mill,  at 
Rockford,  and  with  the  lumber  made  from  them 
erected  a  frame  house,  1 8x24  feet  in  dimensions,  and 
a  story  and  a  half  high.  In  that  dwelling,  he  and 
his  wife  commenced  housekeeping,  moving  in  be¬ 
fore  there  weie  either  doors  or  windows  provided, 
and  which,  when  completed,  was  the  most  preten¬ 
tious  house  in  the  neighborhood.  Mr,  Atwood 
hauled  his  corn  to  Beloit,  twelve  miles  distant, 
which  he  marketed  at  twenty  cents  a  bushel,  and 
in  this  way  made  the  money  to  pay  for  his  farm. 
He  was  very  successful  and  continued  actively  en¬ 
gaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  until  1888,  when  he 
left  his  sons  in  charge  of  the  place  and  removed 
to  Rockford,  where  he  and  his  wife  now  live  re¬ 
tired  from  active  labor. 

The  lady  to  whom  Mr.  Atwood  was  married, 
November  15,  1848,  was  Miss  Elizabeth  Grill,  a 
native  of  Starks,  Herkimer  County,  N.  Y.,  and  the 
daughter  of  James  Grill,  who  hailod  from  that 
county.  His  father,  the  grandfather  of  Mrs.  At¬ 
wood,  boro  the  name  of  Thomas  and  was  born  in 
Germany,  coming  to  America  as  a  soldier  with 
Eurgoyne,  during  the  Revolutionary  War.  He  was 
taken  prisoner  by  the  Colonists,  with  whom  he  was 
in  sympathy,  and  later,  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance, 
became  a  true  and  loyal  citizen.  Thomas  Crill  lo¬ 
cated  in  Herkimer  County,  where  his  death  oc¬ 


curred.  The  father  of  Mrs.  Atwood  was  married 
in  his  native  county,  and  in  1844  accompanied  by 
bis  wife  and  nine  of  his  ten  children  emigrated  to 
Illinois,  spending  a  few  months  in  New  Milford. 
He  then  went  to  Ogle  County  and  purchased  land 
in  what  is  now  Monroe  Township,  where  he  resided 
until  his  decease.  He  was  a  man  of  excellent 
judgment  and  was  very  successful  in  all  his  ven¬ 
tures,  owning  at  the  time  of  his  decease  upward  of 
two  thousand  acres  of  land.  In  addition  to  super¬ 
intending  the  cultivation  of  his  various  farms,  he 
was  engaged  quite  extensively  in  money  loaning. 

The  mother  of  Mrs.  Atwood  bore  the  maiden 
name  of  Susan  Givets,  a  native  of  Herkimer 
County,  whose  decease  occurred  on  the  home  farm 
in  Ogle  County.  Two  brothers  of  Mrs.  Atwood, 
Isaac  and  John,  now  own  fifteen  hundred  acres  of 
the  old  homestead.  Another  brother,  Nelson,  was 
an  early  settler  of  Concordia,  Cloud  County,  Kan., 
where  he  was  the  proprietor  of  an  hotel  for  a 
number  of  years  and  at  present  is  residing  on  his 
tract  of  one  thousand  acres  near  Concordia.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Atwood  have  two  sons,  James  M.  and 
Charles  D.  The  former  is  the  husband  of  Lillie 
Tuttle  Hud  has  three  children,  Jennie,  Calla  and 
Harry  D.  Charles  married  Emma  Shaul.  They 
were  married  iu  Amsterdam,  N.  Y.,  in  1888.  Mrs. 
Atwood  is  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  in  which  body  she  is  an  active  and  enthu¬ 
siastic  worker. 


«■ - ^❖***'§Ssii^****f:== — — s"  • 

Cj)  IIAUNCY  B.  WILMOT.  A  prominent  citi- 
„  zen  of  Rockton  Township,  Winnebago 
y  County,  be  whoso  name  is  at  the  head  of 
this  sketch  has  the  interest  of  the  community  at 
heart  and  takes  pride  in  everything  that  shall 
redound  to  the  honor  of  the  people  with  whom  his 
lot  is  cast.  His  birth  occurred  in  Oneida  County, 
N.  Y.,  September  7,  1836,  his  pares ts  being  Luther 
and  Caroline  (Rroddock)  Wilmot,  also  natives  of 
the  Empire  State,  the  father  being  born  in  1800. 

Ebenezer  Wilmot,  the  grandfather  of  our  sub¬ 
ject,  was  a  wealthy  agriculturist,  who  was  born  in 
Green  bush,  N.  Y.,  and  died  in  his  fifty-seventh 
year  in  Oneida  County,  that  State.  His  wife  bore 


1262  PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


the  name  of  Clarissa  Rowley  and  became  the  mo¬ 
ther  of  three  children:  Johanna,  Luther  R.  and 
Adeline.  Johanna,  who  married  Lorenzo  White,  is 
now  deceased,  and  Adeline,  Mrs.  Levi  Merrill,  died 
in  Orleans  Count}',  N.  Y.,  in  middle  life,  leaving 
two  sons:  Gilford  D.  and  Milton.  Mr.  Merrill  was 
a  volunteer  soldier  during  the  late  war  and  died 
of  fever  while  in  the  service. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  was  the  daughter  of 
Nicholas  and  Eva  (Campbell)  Broddock,  natives 
of  Eastern  New  York,  where  they  were  well-to-do 
farmers  in  Oneida  County  and  reared  a  family  of 
six  children:  Julia,  Chaunoy  B.,  William,  Emily, 
Adeline  and  Josephine.  William  died  in  Oneida 
County,  N.  Y.,  in  1882;  he  bad  previously  come  to 
Roekton  and  in  company  with  our  subject  carried 
on  a  farm.  Luther  R,  Wilrnot  departed  this  life 
when  seventy-three  years  of  age  in  New  York,  and 
his  wife,  who  still  survives  him,  is  in  her  seventy- 
ninth  year  and  makes  her  home  with  her  daughter 
Josephine  near  Oneida  Lake. 

The  original  of  this  sketch  was  trained  in  farm¬ 
ing  pursuits,  and  in  the  winter  of  1862  came  West, 
and  for  one  season  was  engaged  in  farming  in  Wis¬ 
consin,  soon  after  which  he  came  to  Winnebago 
County  and  operated  a  farm  in  company  with  his 
brother  William.  His  marriage  with  Miss  Amelia 
Keeney  occurred  in  the  spring  of  1867.  She  died 
leaving  a  son,  Lewis  L.,  and  an  infant  of  four 
months. 

The  lady  whom  our  subject  chose  as  his  second 
wife  was  Miss  Fannie  Darrow,  of  Oneida  County, 
N.  Y.;  she  departed  this  life  within  four  years  after 
her  marriage.  The  present  wife  of  Mr.  Wilmot,  to 
whom  he  was  married  in  March,  1885,  was  Mrs. 
Cordelia  A.  Southworth,  nee  Baker.  Her  father, 
George  Baker,  was  a  native  of  New  England  and 
died  at  an  advanced  age,  in  Erie  County,  leaving 
a  widow  and  four  children.  Mrs.  Wilmot,  by  her 
first  union,  is  the  mother  of  two  children:  Merton 
R.,  now  residing  in  Mayesville,  Ark.,  and  Frank 
E.,  a  farmer  in  Shirland  Township,  Winnebago 
County. 

He  of  whom  we  write  purchased  his  present  farm 
of  two  hundred  acres  in  1867,  for  which  he  paid 
$16  per  acre.  He  later  added  forty  acres  more, 
which  cost  him  $27  per  acre,  all  of  which  is  under 


cultivation  with  the  exception  of  seven  or  eight 
acres  of  excellent  timber  land.  In  the  summer  of 
1890,  he  erected  his  fine  large  farm  house,  which 
cost  $2,000,  and  numerous  substantial  and  neat 
outbuildings  stamp  its  owner  as  a  man  of  push 
and  enterprise,  with  means  to  carry  out  whatever 
ho  undertakes.  He  is  thoroughly  honest  in  all  his 
dealings  and  has  been  the  architect  of  his  own  for¬ 
tune,  as  ho  came  to  the  county  poor  in  this  world’s 
goods.  He  keeps  a  number  of  milch  cows  on  his 
place,  and  he  disposes  of  the  milk  at  the  Coon 
Creek  Cheese  Factory,  of  wjjnoh  organization  ho  is 
a  stockholder  and  Director.  The  factory,  which  has 
been  in  operation  only  two  years,  has  won  a  re¬ 
putation  for  turning  out  tho  best  quality  of  cheese, 
and  its  originators  have  already  found  it  bo  a  pay¬ 
ing  investment. 

Mr.  Wilmot  has  been  chosen  to  fill  various  local 
positions  and  for  several, years  was  Commissioner 
of  Highways.  Although  inclining  toward  Demo¬ 
cratic  principles,  he  casts  his  vote  for  the  best  man 
regardless  of  party.  With  his  wife,  ho  is  a  mem¬ 
ber  in  good  standing  of  tho  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  and  his  personal  life  is  an  example  of  up¬ 
rightness  and  straightforward,  simple  honor.  He 
is  blessed  with  a  good  constitution  and  is  still  very 
active,  although  the  hard  labor  on  the  farm  is  car¬ 
ried  on  by  his  sou. 

I^UDLEY  LYFORD  Esq.,  more  familiarly 

II J  known  in  Winnebago  County  and  Nortli- 
ern  Illinois  as,:Dud”  Lyford,  is  one  of  tho 
most  jovial  and  genial  Granger  Republi¬ 
cans  in  tho  State.  lie  was  originally  from  tho 
Granite  State,  born  in  Canterbury,  November  G, 
1835,  and  the  son  of  Thomas  and  Eliza  B.  (Greeley) 
Lyford,  both  typical  New  Englanders,  tho  father 
born  on  the  14th  of  February,  1807,  and  the 
mother  on  the  8th  of  July,  1809,  on  tho  old 
Greeley  Farm  in  Gilinanton  Township,  thirteen 
miles  from  Concord,  N.  II,  They  wore  married 
in  their  native  State  and  there  the  father  fol¬ 
lowed  his  trade,  stone  cutting,  in  connection  with 
farming  until  his  eldest  'child,  our  subject,  was 


“J"  ■y°nre  01  sold  the  home  there 

nnd  emigrated  to  lioscoo  Township  111., 

"te  Z  °0t0bCl'’  IM2'  T"oy  cn“  hy  ta-d 

teams,  except  from  Buffalo,  N.  Y,  to  In- 
diaua,  and  settled  where  Mr.  Lyford  no*  Hves 

of  one  n°  B,S  r0"1  r“™’  b"yi"«  0,,,  11,0  «Wm 
*he  l",!,f  ^  Gr“ley'",|l°  h“d  here  from 

419  Last  sue  years  previously.  Here  Mr.  and  Mrs 

vi SdlT1  rf-  Td  renra,i  th0ir  SCVOn  ollildren, 

viz.  Dudley,  Elizaboth,  Joseph  O-.,  Alice  H.,  Thomas 

Anna  A.  and  Charles  C.,  all  of  whom  now  snr- 

122 ?  ToptiM  of  Thoa“8’  ^ 

1863  when  fourteen  years  of  ago.  The  father  was 
tailed  by  a  threshing-machine  on  the  13th  of 
December,  1858,  when  lifty-throo  years  of  ago. 
His  wife  survived  him  until  June,  1874,  and  died 

Z!2,?r-?tr  ^  °'  **“•  Tl,°y  »*»  kon«t, 
npnght  citizens,  and  gave  their  hearty  support  to 
all  enterprises  of  a  laudable  nature. 

l8?9U?°ArLyffd^inaiTied  itt  Nekton,  April, 
1862  to  Miss  Jumna  Harley,  daughter  of  Thomas 

Z  Jan7 n  (AnCOtfc>  IIml0y>  b°th  ,latives  of 

England,  Xhe  parents  came  to  this  country  when 
then-  eldest  child,  Frederick  Harley,  was  an  infant, 
and  resided  ifl  Ner  York  City  for  some  time 
whore  the  father  followed  the  cabinet-maker’s  trade 
Later  they  moved  from  the  Empire  State  to  Spar¬ 
tanburg  S.  C.  and  still  later,  in  .1847,  to  Rockton, 

IU,  rnakrng  the  entire  journey  by  land  with  a 
horse.  They  started  in  the  early  spring  and  six 
weeks  later  reached  Beloit,  where  the  father  fol¬ 
lowed  his  trade  and  also  began  dealing  in  furniture 
fcbme.  ]n  1836,  he  went  to  South  America  with 
a  cargo  of  furniture  and  on  the  return  trip  on-  ' 
countered  a  heavy  storm  at  sea  and  barely  escaped 
With  h  siifo.  He  died  at  fiockton  in  the  spring 
of  1909  Whoa  seventy-four  years  of  age,  leavin' 

IHS  widow  and  eight  children.  The  mother  re- 
XT*  her  final  summons  on  the  1st  of  January, 
1874.  Of  then-  children  the  following  are  now 
living:  Elizabeth,  now  Mrs.  John  Ifarley,  of  Kan¬ 
sas;  Benjamim  M.  Harley,  in  Kansas;  William 
Harley ,  a  farmer  of  Shirland,  this  county. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lyford’s  union  was  blessed  bv  the 
b/rUi  of  a  largo  family  of  children,  four,  three 
sons  and  one  daughter,  being  deceased.  Those 
U\uig  are:  Helen  (Nellie),  Anna  E.,  Marie,  Kate 
5S)  ’ 
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Thomas  W.,  Dudley,  Custer  C.,  and  Emma  A.,  the 
youngest  now  twelve  years  of  age.  Mr.  and  Mrs 
Lyford  are  giving  their  children  every  advantage 
for -an  education,  for  the  former  realizes  what  it  is 
to  be  derived  of  early  advantages.  His  wife  is 
well  educated  and  was  a  school  teacher  prior  to 
her  marriage.  Mr.  Lyford’s  first  farm  was  two 

hundred  acres,  part  of  the  old  homestead,  and  to 

this  he_  has  added  until  he  has  about  twelve 
hundred  acres,  a  large  and  commodious  residence 

tTon  awn%barilS  and  0tttbnU«»g*  In  connec¬ 
tion  with  farming,  he  is  quite  extensively  en- 

gaged  m  stock-raising,  feeding  cattle  for  the  mar- 
Kct  He  also  raises  some  blooded  stock  in  sheen 

th  Dnrh°g8  T i  h0,'SeS’  aHd  in  CattIe  he 
the  Dui ham  stock  ver^  much.  Our  subject  takes 

much  interest  m  elections  and  is  one  of  the  lead¬ 
ing  spirits  m  the  Republican  ranks  of  the  country 
He  has  held  no  office,  but  has  assisted  his  party  in 
every  way  and  is  a  member  of  the  Central  Repub¬ 
lican  Committee  of  the  township.  Mr.  Lyford  has 
resided  on  his  farm  for  forty-nine  years,  and  if  a 
sunny,  genial  disposition  has  anything  to  do  with 
longevity,  he  will  live  there  forty-nine  years  longer. ' 


.  AMEL  WITTER,  Who  came  to  Boone  County 
in  1841,  was  actively  interested  in  the  up- 
building  of  Manchester  Township,  until  his 

CGir  Nlt  2’  l***  He  *  Madison 

County,  N.  1.,  about  1819,  and  was  the  son  of 

\  J°lln  W,tter>  also  !l  native  of  that  county,  his  birth 
f  occurring  in  March,  1781.  The  fathS  died  in 
;  C  JI  uary’  1855> 111  Jefferson  County,  N.  Y.,  havine 
been  married  to  Prudence  Colgrove,  by  whom  he 
became  the  father  of  ton  children 
0,,r  subject's  share  of  his  father's  estate  OT. 

If,  ’  7  r.C°mi”S  W“‘  'Vhc"  “  J'Ota'S  he 
entered  a  claim  of  forty  acres  and  purchased  other 
claims  to  the  amount  of  Wo  hundred  and  forty 
acres.  In  January,  1849,  he  was  married  to  Mta 
Sall.e  A.  daughter  of  A.  C.  and  Catherine  (Kells) 
Adams  of  New  York.  Mrs.  Witter  was  the  eldest 
■n  the  family  of  three  daughters,  and  was  horn  in 
Delaware  County,  N.  Y. 

The  parents  of  Mrs.  Witter  on  coming  West  em- 
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igrated  from  Oxford,  N.  Y.,  and  located  four  miles 
west  of  Beloit,  soon  after  which  the  father  rented 
property  in  LeRoy,  this  comity.  A  year  or  two 
later,  he  entered  a  claim,  but  did  not  live  upon  it. 
He  subsequently  purchased  forty  acres  in  Man¬ 
chester  Township,  and  departed  this  life  in  1872, 
leaving  a  widow  and  three  daughters,  viz:  Bailie 
A.,  Polly,  the  widow  of  Joseph  Stiles,  and  Ellen, 
Mrs.  Horace  Graham. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Witter  became  the  parents  of  five 
sons  and  one  daughter,  of  whom  three  are  deceased: 
Albert,  who  died  in  1885,  leaving  a  wife  and  three 
children;  John,  who  departed  this  life  in  1882,  and 
Ulysses  Sherman  John  Adams,  who  passed  away  in 
his  twentieth  year.  Those  living  are  Adelaide, 
Mrs.  W.  Mayberry;  Lafayette,  at  home,  and  Addis 
A,  a  traveling  salesman  of  Madison,  Wis.;  the 
latter  married  Minnie  Isham,  of  Dclavan,  that 
State. 

The  mother  of  Mrs.  Witter  is  still  living  at  Clin¬ 
ton  Junctor.,  Wis.,  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty 
years.  The  church  home  of  our  subject’s  wife  is 
the  Methodist  Episcopal,  in  which  denomination 
she  is  an  active  member.  In  company  with  her 
son,  Lafayette,  she  is  conducting  a  portion  of  the 
home  farm  in  an  intelligent  and  profitable  manner. 

^T'  CHARLES  E.  FULLER,  of  Belvidere, 
fj  wh0  represents  the  Eighth  Senatorial  Dis- 
trict  in  tIie  Illinois  Legislature, was  born  in 
Flora  Township,  Boone  County.  His  father, 
Seymour  Fuller,  was  born  in  Shaftsbury,  Vt.  The 
greatgrandfather,  Elijah  Fuller,  was  a  farmer  and 
spent  his  last  years  in  Shaftsbury.  Solomon,  the 
grandfather,  was  also  a  native  of  the  Green  Moun¬ 
tain  State  and  a  farmer  by  occupation.  He  re¬ 
moved  to  New  York  and  spent  his  last  days  in 
Wyoming  County. 

Seymour  Fuller  was  married  in  the  Empire  State 
to  Eliza  A.  Mordoff,  a  native  of  Wyoming  Countv 
N.  Y.,  and  with  his  wife  and  one  child  he  emigrated 
to  Illinois  in  1844,  coming  by  the  Lakes  to  Chi¬ 
cago  and  thence  with  teams  to  Boone  County.  He 
settled  in  what  is  now  Flora  Township  and  se¬ 
cured  a  tract  of  Government  land,  which  he  de¬ 


veloped  into  a  fine  farm,  upon  which  lie  still 
makes  his  home.  In  1882,  his  wife  was  called  to 
her  final  rest. 

Our  subject  acquired  his  early  education  in  the 
district  schools,  afterward  was  a  student  in  the 
High  school  of  Belvidere  and  spent  quo  term  in 
Wheaton  College.  In  X8G9,  he  commenced  the 
study  of  law  with  Jesse  S.  Hildrufe,  of  Belvidere, 
was  admitted  to  the  Bar  in  1870,  and  at  onco  com¬ 
menced  practice.  He  married  Sarah  Mackey,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Hugh  Mackey,  of  Cherry  Talley. 

Socially,  Mr.  Fuller  is  a  member  of  Belvidere 
Lodge  No.  90,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.;  the  American  Legion 
of  Honor,  and  La  Fayette  Garrison,  K.  G.  In  pol¬ 
itics,  he  hits  always  been  a  stanch  Republican.  His 
first  office  was  that  of  City  Attorney,  and  in  1876 
he  was  elected  State  Attorney  of  Boone  County. 
Two  years  later,  he  was  elected  State  Senator  for 
the  District  composed  of  Winnebago  and  Boone 
Counties.  In  1882,  a  new  Senatorial  District  was 
formed,  composed  of  Boone,  McHenry  and  Lake 
Counties,  This  District  had  a  holdover  Senator, 
and  in  1882  Mr.  Fuller  was  elected  Representa¬ 
tive  and  re-elected  in  1884,  In  1888,  lie  was 
elected  Senator  from  the  Eighth  District  for  four 
years  and  is  still  holding  the  office.  In  1 834,  he 
was  a  delegate  to  the  National  Convention  and 
supported  Gen.  Logan  for  the  Presidency  until  it 
wjis  seen  that  he  could  not  secure  the  nomination, 
when  ho  voted  for  James  G.  Blaine.  From  a  work 
|  entitled  “Politics  and  Politicians  of  Illinois;  A  Suc¬ 
cinct  History  of  the  State  Covering  a  Period  from 
|  1808  until  1887,”  by  I).  W.  Lusk,  wo  quote  the 
following  from  the  account  of  the  Thirty-fourth 
General  Assembly: 

‘In  point  of  ability,  the  Legislature  compared 
very  favorably  with  its  predecessors  in  both  the 
Senate  and  the  House.  In  the  Senate,  the  Dem¬ 
ocrats  were  particularly  fortunate  in  having  an 
array  of  able  minds,  and  in  some  respects  the  re¬ 
mark  is  true  of  them  in  the  House,  but  in  neither 
body  did  any  one  man  develop  as  their  leader,  as 
was  the  case  on  the  Republican  side.  While  there 
were  many  men  of  ability  on  the  latter  side,  yet  the 
leadership  was  conceded  to  Charles  E.  Fuller, 'and  it 
is  no  flattery  to  him  to  say  that  he  sustained  him¬ 
self  ably  and  well  in  every  conflict  with  the  oppos- 
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mg  forces,  and  after  the  seating  of  Mr.  Weaver 
find  the  election  of  Gen.  Logan,  the  Republicans 
being  m  tho  majority  in  the  House,  he  would  have 
been  chosen  Speaker  but  for  his  own  advice  in  op¬ 
position  to  making  any  change  in  the  organization 
of  tho  House.  Mr.  Haines,  however,  recognized  the 
right  of  the  Republicans  to  control,  and  volun¬ 
tarily  yielded  the  chair  to  Mr.  Fuller  whenever  the 
Republicans  desired  or  requested  it,  so  that  during 
the  contests  over  the  passage  of  the  election  bills 
and  the  greater  portion  of  tho  time  during  the  last 
weeks  of  the  session,  when  most  of  tho  real  Legis¬ 
lative  work  was  accomplished,  Mr.  Fuller  occupied 
the  chair  and  was  the  virtual  Speaker  of  the 
House.  At  the  close  of  the  session,  Mr.  Graham, 
Democrat,  of  Macon,  presented  the  following  reso¬ 
lution,  which  was  unanimously  adopted: 

“  'Resolved,  That  members  of  the  Thirty-fourth 
General  Assembly  return  to  Mr.  Charles  E.  Fuller 
our  hearty  thanks  for  his  courtesy  while  acting  as 
Speaker  and  for  the  successful  dispatch  of  the  bus¬ 
iness  of  this  House.’  ” 

From  the  same  work,  we  also  take  the  following 
extract:  "Mr.  Fuller  was  Senator  in  the  Thirty! 
first  and  Thirty-second  General  Assemblies  and 
Representative  in  the  Thirty-third  and  Thirty- 
fourth;  was  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Rail¬ 
roads  and  member  of  the  Committees  on  Judiciary, 
Retrenchment,  Libraries,  Civil  Service  and  Rules, 
and  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  the  Governor’s 
Message.  Mr.  Fuller  was  no  less  a  leader  in  this 
Assembly  than  in  thoThirty-fourth,  and  early  man¬ 
ifested  a  disposition  to  legislate  in  the  interests  of 
the  many  by  introducing  House  Bill  No.  1,  to  re¬ 
duce  tho  contract  rate  of  interest  from  eight  to 
six  per  cent.  The  Committee  on  Judiciary-  recom¬ 
mended  that  it  ‘do  pass,’  but  finding  on  second 
reading  that  it  would  be  defeated,  he  amended  it 
so  as  to  make  the  legal  rate  seven  per  cent.,  and  in 
this  form  it  passed  the  House  but  failed  in  the 
Senate,  He  secured  the  passage  of  a  bill  to  abolish 
judgment  votes,  but  it  fared  in  tho  Senate  the  fate 
of  the  interest  bill.  The  bill  appropriating  $50,000 
for  a  monument  for  Gen.  John  A.  Logan  was  intro¬ 
duced  by  him.  The  act  giving  cities  or  villages 
power  to  license,  tax  or  prohibit  Cheap-Jolm  venders  i 
was  his.  lie  drafted  House  Bill  No.  701,  one  of  the 


most  important  of  ail  the  bills  which  became  laws. 
He  championed  the  Savings  Bank  Bill  of  the 
House  and  the  General  Banking  Bill  of  the  Senate, 
and  secured  important  amendments  to  each,  both 
of  which  became  laws.  The  Farmers’  Insurance 
Bill,  which  originated  in  the  Senate,  was  called  up 
by  him  in  the  House,  out  of  its  regular  order  at 
each  reading,  and  became  a  law.  He  had  charge  of 
Senator  Crabtree’s  Anti-Bucket-shop  Bill  in  the 
House  and  secured  its  passage;  he  advocated  the 
!  submission  to  a  vote  of  the  people  the  question  of 
Prohibition;  lie  voted  for  and  supported  with  his 
power  of  eloquence  Merritt’s  Conspiracy-  Bill  and 
Collins’  Anti-Dynamite  Bill,  and  no  member  of 
the  Thirty-fifth  General  Assembly  exercised  a  more 
potent  influence  in  the  Legislature  in  the  interests 
of  the  masses  of  the  people  than  did  Mr.  Fuller.  ” 
In  the  last  session  of  the  Senate,  Mr.  Fuller  was 
Chairman  of  the  Republican  Senate  Caucus,  of  the 
Joint  Caucus  and  of  the  Republican  Steering  Com¬ 
mittee.  He  was  Chairman  of  tlie  Senate  Railroad 
Committee  and  introduced  the  Savings  Bank  Bill 
which  passed  the  Senate  but  met  defeat  in  the 
House.  He  is  one  of  the  best-known  men  in  the 
State,  popular  at  home  and  abroad,  and  his  posi¬ 
tion  has  been  reached  through  his  own  ability. 
His  fellow-citizens  are  justly  proud  of  him  and 
higher  honors  surely  await  him. 


'My!  fading  physician  of  Rockford,  was  a  na- 
I  U  tive  of  Vermont,  having  been  born  in  Chel- 
IP  sea,  August  11, 1827.  Under  great  difficul¬ 
ties  and  despite  poverty,  ho  succeeded  in  obtaining 
an  education,  being  urged  forward  by  an  earnest 
desire  for  knowledge.  It  was  no  easy  matter 
then  to  obtain  even  a  crude  education,  and  it  wau* 
with  great  difficulty  that  the  obstacles  in  his  path 
were  overcome.  As  ho  grew  to  manhood,  his 
thoughts  turned  toward  medicine  and  he  resolved 
to  follow  that  profession. 

Without  means  or  influence,  our  subject  set 
about  obtaining  a  professional  education.  Hu 
studied  at  Johnson,  Vt.,  sawing  wood  and  teach¬ 
ing  school  to  gain  a  livelihood.  His  course  was 


1266 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


frequently  interrupted  by  want  of  money,  and  it 
required  some  time  to  attain  the  desired  end,  but 
finally  the  course  of  study  was  completed  and  he 
was  graduated  with  honors.  He  worked  his  way 
through  the  Berkshire  Medical  College,  Pittsfield, 
Mass.,  and  then  devoted  himself  to  the  practice  of 
medicine,  opening  an  office,  at  Clin  ton  viilc,  N.  Y., 
where  from  the  first  he  was  successful. 

At  Clintonville,  July  8, 1852,  Dr.  Goodwin  was 
married  to  Miss  Adelia  E.  Field,  who  survives  him. 
In  1854,  he  removed  to  Rockford  and  ever  after¬ 
ward  resided  in  the  house  on  Jefferson  street  where 
he  died.  Coming  here  a  stranger,  his  ability  soon 
brought  him  a  good  practice  and  his  conscientious 
attention  to  his  business  held  his  patients  after  he 
won  them.  During  the  Civil  War,  he  enlisted  as 
Surgeon  in  the  Eleventh  Illinois  Infantry  and  was 
afterward  appointed  Surgeon  of  the  One  Hundred 
and  eighth  Illinois.  He  was  wounded  in  the  stomach 
at  Yicksburg  and  in  after  years  suffered  greatly 
from  this  wound.  He  was  a  stanch  Democrat  and 
An  earnest  temperance  advocate.  At  the  last 
municipal  election  held  in  his  life  time,  he  was  Con¬ 
veyed  to  the  polls  in  a  haok  to  vote  for  anti-license, 
and  that  was  the  last  time  he  ever  left  his  home. 
The  immediate  cause  of  his  death,  which  occurred 
at  Rockford  May  14,  1889,  was  Bright’s  Disease. 

Besides  his  wife,  the  Doctor  left  one  daughter, 
Nellie  T.,  wife  of  Robert  Rew,  the  well-known 
attorney  of  Rockford.  Another  daughter,  Carrie, 
died  during  childhood.  Dr.  Goodwin  was  an  able 
physician,  a  thoughtful  man  and  a  good  citizen. 
He  filled  many  important  offices  of  a  public  char¬ 
acter,  serving  on  the  Board  of  Education  for  a 
number  of  years,  as  a  member  of  the  Library  Board 
for  two  years,  and  in  other  positions  of  trust.  He 
represented  the  District  Medical  Association  at 
various  places  in  the  State,  and  the  American 
Medical  Association  at  St,  Louis,  Philadelphia,  St. 
Paul,  Chicago  and  Washington.  At  the  time  of 
his  death,  he  was  President  of  the  Winnebago 
County  Medical  Society.  He  was  tireless  in  his 
profession,  reading  extensively  and  keeping 
abreast  the  times.  He  paid  the  closest  attention  to 
his  cases  and  neglected  no  precaution,  however 
slight,  to  further  the  interests  of  his  patients. 

Years  ago,  Dr.  Goodwin  took  a  trip  abroad  and 


increased  his  medical  knowledge  by  visiting  the 
hospitals  Of  Europe,  as  woll  as  broadened  his 
knowledge  by  sight-seeing  and  travel.  lie  was  the 
physician  of  many  of  Rockford’s  oldest  families, 
and  possessed  their  confidence  to  a  marked  degree 
The  closo  personal  attention  which  he  gave  his 
cases  made  him  a  great  favorite.  As  a  man  lie  was 
well  posted  on  current  events  and  was  a  compan¬ 
ionable  and  genial  gentleman.  As  husband  and 
father,  physician  and  trusted  friend,  'he  was  highly 
regarded  in  life,  and  in  death  was  mourned  by  all 
Who  knew,  him. 

j||  HAAC  G.  TUTTLE,  now  living  retired  in 
||  Pecatoniea  village  was  born  in  Antrim,  Ilills- 
a i  boro  County,  N.  II.,  September  11, 1820.  His 
parents,  Jacob  and  Betsey  (Cummings)  Tuttle, 
were  natives  of  Massachusetts,  the  father  being 
born  February  6,  1767,  and  his  wife  May  25,  1778. 
They  both  died  in  Antrim,  N.  IL,  at  an  advanced 
age.  The  paternal  grandfather,  who  was  bora 
August  29,  1738,  died  when  seventy-seven  years 
of  age;  his  wife,  who  was,  previous  to  her  mar¬ 
riage,  Miss  Submit  Warren,  died  when  fifty-five 
years  of  age,  having  been  born  March  12, 1742. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  was  the  daughter  of 
Isaac  and  Elizabeth  (Trowbridge)  Cummings.  Ills 
marriage  occurred  November  11,  1846,  at  which 
time  Miss  Louisa  I.,  daughter  of  Daniel  and  Han¬ 
nah  (Kidder)  Lowe,  became  Ins  wife.  The  father 
was  bom  in  Greenfield,  N.  II.,  and  died  at  Antrim, 
aged  seventy  years.  Mis  wife,  who  was  also  a  na¬ 
tive  of  the  Granite  State,  was  seventy-two  years  of 
age  at  her  death. 

Mrs.  Louisa  Tuttle  was  bom  in  Antrim  in  the 
above-named  State,  November  21,  1821.  Her 
union  with  our  subject  has  resulted  in  the  birth  of 
ten  children,  six  of  whom  are  living:  Henry  C., 
who  was  born  August  9,  1847,  is  married  and  the 
father  of  two  children;  Jacob  E«,  who  was  bom 
April  11,  1851,  is  also  married  and  has  five  chil¬ 
dren  ;  Harriet  L.,  whose  birth  occurred  January  5, 
1853,  married  Fred  Bison  and  has  a  family  of  three 
children;  Daniel  P.,  bom  February  27,  1856,  is  un¬ 
married;  Frank  $.,  bom  February  10,  1857,  is  mar- 
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lied  and  has  four  children;  George  I.,  who  was 
born  October  29, 1858, is  married  and  the  father  of 
one  child. 

Mr.  Tuttle  remained  at  home  until  his  marriage, 
when  he  went  to  live  on  a  portion  of  his  father’s 
farm.  Ho  has  given  his  children  excellent  edu¬ 
cations,  thus  fitting  them  to  become  good  and  use¬ 
ful  citizens.  In  March,  1862,  he  left  New  Hampshire 
during  a  terrible  storm  and  coming  to  Illinois  pur¬ 
chased  a  farm  of  sixty-four  acres  in  Pecatonica 
Township,  to  which  he  later  added  eighty  acres 
and  there  resided  until  removing  into  the  village, 
m  May,  1889.  He  is  the  owner  of  considerable 
real  estate  in  Pecatonica  and  is  enjoying  to  the 
fullest  extent  the  fruits  of  his  early  toil  and  in¬ 
dustry. 

The  grandfather  of  Mrs.  Tuttle,  Simon  Lowe, 
was  a  soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  War  for  seven 
years.  The  father  of  our  subject  was  very  promi¬ 
nent  in  public  affairs  and  was  elected  to  the  State 
Legislature  on  the  Democratic  ticket  in  1836,  being 
the  incumbent  of  that  position  for  a  period  of  six¬ 
teen  years.  He  held  many  local  township  offices, 
and  was  otherwise  interested  in  all  measures  which 
tend  toward  the  upbuilding  of  his  community. 
Socially,  he  of  whom  we  write  is  an  Odd  Fellow 
belonging  to  Lodge  No.  178,  in  which  he  held  all  the 
chairs.  Mrs.  Tuttle  is  a  member  of  the  Woman’s 
Christian  Temperance  Union  and  a  lady  highly  re¬ 
spected  for  her  many  good  works. 

-^•3 

GEORGE  TROXELL.  Few  of  the  citizens 
>  of  Rockford  have  been  more  prominently 
identified  with  its  progress,  and  perhaps 
none  have  been  more  deeply  interested  in  its  Y/el- 
fare,  than  the  gentleman  above  named.  He  was 
instrumental  in  securing  the  watch  factory  in  its 
present  location,  and  labored  indefatigably  to  se¬ 
cure  the  many  railroads  now  here,  as  well  as  the 
various  manufacturing  interests  of  the  city. 

Mr.  Troxell  was  born  in  Easton,  Northampton 
County,  Pa.,  August  18,  1803,  of  which  place  his 
father,  also  named  George,  was  a  native.  The 
grandfather  of  our  subject  was  born  in  Germany, 
whence  he  emigrated  to  America,  and  settled  in 


the  village  of  Easton.  He  had  learned  the  trade 
of  a  baker,  and  established  himself  in  business  at 
Easton,  where  he  spent  the  remainder  of  his  days. 
George  Troxell,  Sr.,  learned  the  trade  of  a  mill- 
wriglit,  which  he  followed  many  years,  and  spent 
his  entire  life  in  Easton.  His  wife,  Catherine,  was 
there  born,  of  German  ancestry,  and  in  the  village 
where  she  was  born,  closed  her  eyes  to  the  scenes 
of  earth. 

At  the  age  of  sixteen,  our  subject  commenced 
to  learn  the  trade  of  a  millwright,  and  worked 
under  his  father  as  an  apprentice  until  he  was 
twenty-one,  after  which  he  continued  in  business 
with  him.  The  work  proving  too  hard  for  him, 
he  formed  a  partnership  with  his  brother-in-law, 
Mr.  Hummel,  and  engaged  in  the  mercantile  busi¬ 
ness,  at  Easton  for  two  years.  Afterward  he  estab¬ 
lished  the  same  business  at  Mt.  Bethel,  where  he 
built  up  an  extensive  trade,  and  carried  a  general 
line  of  dry-goods,  groceries,  hardware,  cutlery, 
drugs,  paints,  and,  in  fact,  almost  anything  in  daily 
use.  In  addition  to  this,  he  erected  a  tannery,  and 
carried  on  farming  operations. 

In  1854,  Mr.  Troxell  sold  his  interests  there  and 
came  to  Illinois  the  spring  of  the  next  year,  locat¬ 
ing  in  East  Rockford,  and  investing  extensively 
in  real  estate.  At  that  time,  there  was  but  one 
railroad  in  Rockford,  and  he  turned  his  attention 
to  securing  another  line,  his  efforts  being  rewarded 
in  due  course  of  time.  It  is  largely  due  to  the  ex¬ 
ertions  of  Mr.  Troxell  and  his  co-workers  that 
Rockford  has  grown  from  a  village  of  three  or  four 
thousand  to  a  city  of  about  thirty  thousand. 

In  September,  1827,  Mr.  Troxell  was  married  to 
Maria  Yolie,  who  was  horn  in  Easton,  Pa,  the 
daughter  of  John  and  Rebecca  Yolie;  she  died 
March  28,  1851.  The  second  marriage  of  our  sub¬ 
ject  united,  him,  June  23,  1852,  with  Mary  A. 
Smith,  who  was  bom  in  Mt.  Bethel ,  Pa.  Her  father, 
Samuel  Smith,  was  also  born  in  Northampton 
County,  Pa.,  whence  he  removed  to  Illinois  in 
1856,  and  purchased  a  farm  in  Stephenson  County, 
where  he  resided  until  his  death.  Of  the  first  mor- 
riage  of  Mr.  Troxell,  five  children  wore  reared, 
namely:  Edwin  Y.,  Carrie  (Mrs.  Robert  Angel- 
man),  Edwin  A..  Emma  and  Sylvan  us.  Two  chil¬ 
dren  blessed  the  second  marriage:  Willis  S,  and 
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George  A.  In  liis  political  belief,  Mr.  Troxell 
joined  the  Republican  party  at  the  time  of  its  or¬ 
ganization,  but  is  now  a  Prohibitionist.  He  and 
his  wife  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  in  which  they  are  active  workers. 


Jf|  LENANDER  SARVER.  Two  and  one- 

W=M  half  miles  northwest  of  the  City  of  Roek- 

jf  !A>  ford  lies  a  farm  of  one  hundred  end 
W  forty-seven  acres,  tiie  property  of  the  sub¬ 
ject  of  this  sketch.  Here  he  engaged  in  general 
farming  and  stock-raising,  in  which  he  has  been 
more  than  usually  successful,  and  is  now  numbered 
among  the  most  progressive  agriculturists  of 
Vt  innebago  County.  His  entire  life  has  been  passed 
in  this  county,  where  he  was  born,  in  Harrison 
Township,  September  30,  1847. 

It  is  thought  that  the  paternal  grandfather  of 
our  subject  was  born  in  Germany.  For  many 
years  he  resided  in  Pennsylvania,  removing  thence 
to  Illinois,  and  spending  his  last  days  in  Harrison 
Township.  Henry  Sarver,  father  of  our  subject, 
was  born  in  Pennsylvania,  and  removed  from  Bed¬ 
ford  County,  that  State,  to  Illinois  in  1845,  settling 
in  Harrison  Township,  and  entering  a  tract  of 
three  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  Government 
land.  For  a  time,  he  made  his  home  with  the  fam¬ 
ily  of  Mr.  McCoy,  then  resided  in  a  building  that 
had  been  erected  for  a  schoolhouse.  Later,  he 
put  up  a  log  house  on  his  land,  which  in  time  was 
replaced  by  a  more  substantial  frame  residence,  in 
which  he  remained  until  his  death.  For  some 
years  after  he  settled  on  the  place,  there  were  no 
railroads  near,  and  Chicago  being  the  nearest  mar¬ 
ket,  the  farmers  were  accustomed  to  drive  to  that 
town  with  ox-teams. 

Until  he  was  twenty-one,  our  subject  remained 
in  the  paternal  home,  but  at  that  age  commenced 
life  for  himself  on  a  rented  farm.  After  operating 
for  one  year  as  a  renter,  he  bought  eighty  acres  in 
Owen  Township,  upon  which  he  began  his  career 
as  a  successful  farmer.  Seven  years  after  purchas¬ 
ing  the  place,  he  sold  it,  find  bought  one  hundred 
and  sixty-eight  acres  in  Burritt  Township.  He 
added  to  the  acreage  of  the  farm,  where  he  carried 


on  agricultural  pursuits  until  1889,  and  then  pur¬ 
chased  the  farm  he  now  occupies.  He  still  owns 
the  estate  in  Burritt  Township,  and  gives  his  per¬ 
sonal  attention  to  the  management  of  both  places. 

In  January,  1869,  Mr.  Sarver  was  married  to 
Miss  Sarah  A.  Fell.  Her  grandparents,  William 
and  Elizabeth  Fell,  spent  their  entire  lives  in  Eng¬ 
land.  Her  father  was  there  born  in  Lancashire, 
August  6,  1806,  and  was  the  only  member  of  the 
family  who  ever  came  to  America.  In  his  native 
land  he  learned  the  trade  of  a  cloth-dresser,  and 
in  1842  set  sail  from  Liverpool,  lauding  at  New 
York  City,  and  proceeding  thence  to  Rhode  Island. 
He  worked  at  his  trade  in  that  Shite  and  Massa¬ 
chusetts  for  two  years,  and  then  came  to  Winne¬ 
bago  County  and  settled  in  what  is  now  Durand 
Township,  of  which  he  was  a  pioneer.  Securing  a 
tract  of  Government  land,  he  built  the  log  house 
in  which  Mrs.  Sarver  was  born.  He  still  has  a 
home  upon  the  farm  which  he  has  improved,  al¬ 
though  most  of  hi«  time  is  spent  with  his  children. 
His  wife,  whose  maiden  name,  was  Sarah  Barning- 
ham,  was  born  in  Yorkshire, England,  the  daughter 
of  Job  and  Elizabeth  (Flint)  Barnlngham;  she 
died  in  1887.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sarver  are  the  parents 
of  three  children :  Nellie,  William  and  Edith.  Nel¬ 
lie  married  Theodore  Dickerson,  and  they  have 
one  child,  Vera.  William  married  Dora  Allen. 


Hj^ER  A.  PETERSON.  The  city  of  Rockford 
JINj)  can  certainly  be  congratulated  upon  the 
hioh  standard  of  enterprise  and  ability 
Hi  displayed  by  its  leading  business  men, 
prominent  among  whom  is  the  gentleman  whose 
name  heads  this  sketch.  As  Superintendent  of  the 
West  End  Furniture  Factory  and  as  a  stockholder 
and  Director  in  that  enterprise  since  its  organiza¬ 
tion  in  July,  1890,  Mr.  Peterson  has  bent  all  bis 
energies  to  advance  its  interests  and  is  well  quail- 
lied  for  the  position  he  now  holds. 

This  factory,  which  is  one  of  the  flourishing  in¬ 
stitutions  of  the  city,  has  a  capacity  of  one  hun¬ 
dred  or  more,  and  gives  employment  to  about 
seventy-five  men.  The  President,  Austin  Colton, 
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'Vice-president, 'Frank IlQngIand,and Secretary  and 
Treasurer,  Herman  Lind,  are  popular  in  leading 
business  and  financial  circles,  and  are  very  widely 
and  favorably  known.  The  establishment  has  all 
the  modern  improvements  and  turns  out  first-class 
work, 

Mr.  Peterson  claims  Sweden  as  iris  native  coun¬ 
try  and  first  saw  the  light  of  day  in  Smolaud 
Province,  Juno  17,  1845.  There  l),is  youth  was 
passed  and  there,  when  but  a  small  boy,  he  began 
learning  his  trade,  having  from  an  early  age  been 
master  of  tools  as  a  cabinet-maker.  Thinking  that 
greater  inducements  were  afforded  in  America,  lie 
took  passage  for  this  country  in  1868,  and  after 
following  his  trade  in  Chicago  and  other  cities,  lie 
finally  came  to  tiie  thriving  city  of  Rockford,  of 
which  no  has  since  been  a  resident.  He  lias  pros¬ 
pered  in  all  his  business  ventures  since  living 
here,  and  is  interested  in  a  number  of  the  promi¬ 
nent  enterprises  of  the  city.  He  is  a  stockholder 
and  Director  in  the  Mechanics’  F urniture  Company, 
which  employs  one  hundred  men,  and  owns  real 
estate  in  the  city.  He  has  a  tasty  and  neat  resi¬ 
dence  at  No.  HOC  Second  Avenue,  and  most  of 
the  time  since  1875,  when  he  first  settled  here,  lie 
has  followed  the  trade  of  a  cabinet-maker.  His 
parents,  P.  M.  and  Eliza  (Monson)  Peterson, 
worthy  and  much-esteemed  citizens  of  their  native 
province  in  Sweden,  passed  their  entire  lives 
there,  the  father  engaged  as  a  tiller  of  the  soil. 
They  lived  to  be  quite  old  people,  both  about 
eighty  years  of  age,  and  all  their  lives  were  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Lutheran  Church.  An  elder  son, 
Adolph  Peterson,  who  had  also  been  filled  with  a 
great  desire  to  settle  in  the  broad,  free  land  of 
America,  came  here  previous  to  our  subject,  and  is  I 
now  engaged  as  a  mason  in  l)c  Kalb,  111. 

The  original  of  this  sketch  selected  his  wife  in 
the  person  of  Miss  Anna  Engstrom,  who  was  born 
in  Jonkoping  Lan,  Smoland  Province,  Sweden, 
January  5,  1850.  She  remained  in  her  native 
country  until  eighteen  years  of  age  and  then 
crossed  the  ocean  to  this  country  to  join  her 
brother,  A.  F.  Engstrom,  who  made  his  advent  into 
this  country  a  number  of  years  previously.  (See 
sketch.) 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Peterson  are  the  happy  parents  of 


two  bright  children:  Jennie  V.,  and  Herbert  T., 
both  now  at  home.  Worthy  and  exemplary  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  First  Lutheran  Church,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Peterson  are  popular  young  people  of  the  city,  and 
have  a  wide  circle  of  friends.  Mr.  Peterson  is  an 
ardent  supporter  of  the  principles  of  the  Republi¬ 
can  party. 

jtf—ORACE  D.  HOPKINS  is  an  intelligent 
[fj>  and  enterprising  man,  very  popular  in 
Rockton,  in  the  best  circles  of  which  place 
W  llis  family  moves.  At  the  present  time  he 
occupies  the  honored  position  of  Alderman  of  the 
Fourth  Ward  and  for  a  number  of  years  has  served 
in  the  capacity  of  School  Director.  He  became  a 
resident  of  this  place  in  1883,  since  which  time  he 
lias  been  engaged  as  foreman  in  the  coal,  wood 
and  lumber  yards  of  Pcet  &,  Keeler. 

Born  April  9,  1841,  in  Orleans  County,  N.  Y., 
our  subject  is  a  son  of  Luke  and  Eunice  (Hinman) 
Hopkins,  the  latter  of  whom  was  born  on  the  Mo¬ 
hawk  Flats  in  1801.  The  father  was  a  native  of 
Vermont,  but  removed  to  Eastern  New  York, 
where  his  marriage  took  place  in  1830.  He  was  in 
early  life  a  Custom  House  officer  on  Lake  Cham¬ 
plain,  and  when  our  subject  was  a  lad  removed  to 
Lenawee  County,  Midi.,  where  the  family  were 
residents  for  two  .years,  and  in  1855  came  to  Ros- 
coe,  Winnebago  County.  They  made  this  place 
their  homo  for  several  years  and  then  returned  to 
the  Wolverine  State,  leaving  tlieir  son,  our  subject, 
in  this  county. 

December  22,  1869,  the  original  of  this  sketch 
and  Miss  Hannah  Moore  were  united  in  marriao-e. 
The  lady  was  a  native  of  England,  and  the  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Stephen  and  Sarah  (Wait)  Moore.  Mr. 
Hopkins  is  the  youngest  child  of  his  parents,  hav¬ 
ing  two  sisters,  Martha,  Mrs.  Isaac  Lapp,  of  New 
York,  and  Helen,  Mrs.  James  Lowe,  of  Hudson, 
Mich.,  with  whom  the  mother  resides  at  the  age  of 
ninety-one  years.  She  is  well  preserved  in  bocly 
and  mind  and  has  done  some  fine  needle  work  re¬ 
cently.  Her  husband  died  in  Hudson,  Mich.,  in 
188/,  in  his  ninety-fourth  year,  three  years  prior  to 
his  decease  being  totally  blind. 
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Our  subject  learned  the  trade  of  a  carpenter 
when  about  twenty-three  years  of  age,  but  on  j 
moving  to  Rockton  abandoned  that  lino  of  work. 
His  home  is  one  of  culture  and  refinement  and 
with  his  wife  he  is  heid  in.  high  esteem  by  those  to 
whom  his  character  and  attainments  are  known. 
They  are  the  parents  of  fma  children:.-  Guy  M.s 
Luther  B.,  Helen  M.  and  Mary  Ik,  and  all  remain  at 
home  with  their  parents.  ()u,v  subject  is  a  member 
of  the  Masonic  order,  and  is  a  stalwart  Republican, 

f^RS.  PATIENCE  (ATWOOD)  LYMAN, 
l|  who  resides  on  -section  30,  Harlem  Town- 
ll'i  ship,  Winnebago  County,  was  born  in  the 
town  of  Peru,  in  Massachusetts,  on  the 
5th  of  August,  1822,  and  comes  of  an  Old  end 
highly  respected  family  of  New  England.  Her 
grandparents  were  Ilezekiah  and  Lydia  (Heth) 
Atwood.  Her  father,  Phineas  Atwood,  was  born 
in  Great  Barrington,  Mass.  He  learned  the  trade 
of  a  blacksmith,  and  in  addition  to  farming  fol¬ 
lowed  that  occupation  in  the  Bay  State  until  1842, 
when  he  removed  to  New  York,  where  he  spent 
three  yearn.  He  then  came  with  his  family  to  Ill¬ 
inois,  making  the  journey  by  the  way  of  the  Lakes 
to  Chicago,  where  he  purchased  a  team  and  then 
came  on  overland  to  Winnebago  County,  where 
his  sous,  David  and  Jonathan,  had  located  the 
pievious  year.  He  spent  three  years  in  New  Mil¬ 
ford,  and  then  made  a  settlement  in  the  town  of 
Harlem,  where  he  bought  a  tract  of  land  and  im¬ 
proved  a  farm,  upon  which  he  resided  until  called 
to  the  home  beyond.  He  was  a  soldier  in  the  War 
of  1812,  and  married  Ilulda  Haskell,  who  was 
born  in  Peru,  Mass.,  and  was  a  daughter  of  Ro»er 
and  Mary  (Webster)  Haskell.  She  died  on  the 
home  farm  at  the  advanced  age  of  ninety-four  years 
Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Atwood  were  consistent  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Methodist  Church  and  were  highly  re¬ 
spected  people,  who  had  the  confidence  and  esteem 
of  all  with  whom  they  came  in  contact. 

Mrs.  Lyman  spent  the  days  of  her  maidenhood 
m  Massachusetts,  and  acquired  her  education  in 
the  public  schools  of  her  native  State.  She  was  a 
young  lady  of  twenty-three  years  when  she  came  I 


to  Illinois  in  company  with  her  father  and  mother. 
She. always  resided  with  her  parents  and  cared  for 
them  in  their  old  age.  In  November,  1877,  she 
became  the  wife  of  Joseph  Allen  Lyman,  also  a 
native  of  the  Bay  State,  bom  in  April,  1808.  His 
parents  were  Joseph  and  Caroline  (Atwood)  Lyman. 
He  was  reared  to  agricultural  pursuits,  and  en¬ 
gaged  in  farming  in  Hinsdale  and  Beckct,  Mass., 
for  many  years.  At  length  ho  came  to  Illinois,  in 
1877,  settling  in  Winnebago  County,  and  spent  the 
remainder  of  his  days  on  the  Atwood  homestead. 
By  a  former  marriage  he  had  two  sons:  Edwin  and 
Sheldon.  He  died  on  the  7th  of  April,  1885,  re¬ 
spected  by  all  who  knew  him. 

Mrs.  Lyman  still  owus  and  occupies  the  old 
homestead,  upon  which  she  has  resided  for  about 
forty-six  years.  She  has  witnessed  the  growth 
and  development  of  this  county  since  a  very  early 
day  and  well  deserves  mention  among  its  pioneer 
settlers.  At  the  age  of  fifteen  years,  she  united 
with  the  Methodist  Church  and  has  since  boon 
one  of  its  faithful  and  consistent  members,  an 
earnest  worker  in  the  Master’s  vineyard.  She  was 
also  for  many  years  a  teacher  in  the  Sunday-school 
and  is  a  life  member  of  the  missionary  society  of 
her  church. 


/^S\SCAR  HALL.  Among  the  prominent  mcr- 
j!f  J)  can  tile  establishments  of  Rockford  may  be 
'w  mentioned  the  firm  of  Engstrom  &  Hall, 
dealers  in  a  fine  line  of  dry  goods,  at  No.  824  East 
State  Street.  Since  the  inception  of  the  business 
in  March,  1889,  the  firm  has  built  up  a  large  trade 
and  gained  a  good  reputation  for  reliable  dealings 
and  courtesy  to  their  customers.  Mr.  Hall  has 
been  a  resident  of  Rockford  since  1874,  and  was 
one  of  the  original  stockholders  in  the  Central 
I  urniture  Company,  with  which  he  was  connected 
as  assistant  foreman  and  salesman,  and  for  a  time 
was  commercial  agent. 

Mr.  Hall  was  born  ,tn  the  Province  of  Smoland, 
Sweden,  December  2, 1855,  and  there  grew  toman- 
hood,  meanwhile  learning  the  trade  of  a  cabinet¬ 
maker  and  receiving  a  practical  education  in  flic 
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public  schools.  In  1874,  he  emigrated  to  America, 
embarking  on  a  vessel  at  Gotten  burg,  touching 
some  of  tnc  ports  of  England,  ant-  sanding  at  New 
York  City.  His  parents,  John  and  Caroline 
Hall,  still  reside  in  Sweden,  and,  although  ad¬ 
vanced  in  years,  are  hale  and  active.  The  father 
was  a  Swedish  soldier,  and  served  in  the  regular 
army.  A  sister  of  our  subject,  Matilda,  resides  in 
Rockford;  another  sistor,  Laura,  is  now  living  in 
Ogle  County,  and  is  the  wife  of  Alfred  Peterson. 
A  brother,  August  N.,  formerly  of  Rockford,  is  now 
a  clerk  for  Wanamaker  &  Brown,  of  Chicago. 

The  lady  who  became  the  wife  of  our  subject 
was  formerly  Miss  Anna  M.  Engstrom,  who  was 
born  in  Malta,  De  Kalb  County,  Ill.,  March  15, 
1853.  She  is  a  graduate  of  both  the  schools  of 
Malta  and  Rockford,  and  completed  her  education 
in  Chicago,  where  she  was  graduated  in  music  un¬ 
der  the  German  Professor  Conrade.  She  has  since 
devoted  her  time  largely  to  that  art,  and  is  a 
skilled  musician  and  successful  instructor.  In  pol¬ 
itics,  Mr.  Hall  is  a  Republican.  He  and  his  wife 
are  members  of  the  First  Swedish  Lutheran  Church, 
and  arc  prominent  in  the  social  circles  of  Rock¬ 
ford. 

•S'Gt’-' *$•  •$*  rea— --.r* 


OHN  NIDO.  Since  coming  to  Rockford  in 
1867,  Mr.  Nido  has  probably  been  the  best- 


known  machinist  of  the  city.  Possessing  re¬ 
markable  ability  as  a  mechanic  and  machin¬ 


ist  pattern-maker,  lie  has  gained  success  in  that 
occupation,  and  his  skill  is  universally  recognized. 
Home  time  after  locating  in  this  city,  he  became 
connected  with  Mr.  Nelson  in  the  knitting-machine 
business,  and  has  for  several  years  been  at  the  head 
of  the  machine  shops  of  the  Nelson  Knitting  Ma¬ 
chine  Company,  as  well  as  the  maker  of  the  ma¬ 
chines. 

Born  in  Stockholm,  Sweden,  June  26,  1834,  Mr. 
Nido  was  reared  and  educated  in  the  city  of  his 
birth,  and  received  there  his  early  training  as  a 
mechanic.  From  early  boyhood,  he  Worked  as  a 
pattern  and  model  maker,  in  which  he  soon  ac¬ 
quired  great  skill.  lie  was  the  only  one  of  the 
parental  family  who  emigrated  to  the  United 
Staces,  and  it  was  in  1865  that  he  crossed  the  At¬ 


lantic  and  commenced  to  work  in  Dunkirk,  N.  Y 
He  also  resided  in  Chicago  for  a  time  before  he 
came  to  Rockford,  where,  as  above  stated,  be  ar¬ 
rived  in  1867. 

In  this  city  Mr.  Nido  was  married  to  Miss  Clara 
Johnson,  a  native  of  Sweden,  who  emigrated  to 
America  in  her  3roung  womanhood.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Nido  have  two  children:  Blanda  and  Herman,  who 
are  at  home.  In  the  public  affairs  of  the  day,  Mr. 
Nido  takes  an  intelligent  interest,  and  is  a  stanch 
adherent  of  the  principles  of  the  Republican  party. 


Jgi  LLEN  RICE.  Through  the  exercise  of 
unflagging  industry  and  judicious  invest- 

I  ®  ments,  Mr.  Rice  1ms  become  prosperous  and 
W  now  lives  retired  at  No.  305£  Mulberry 
street,  where  be  is  surrounded  by  all  the  comforts 
which  contribute  to  happiness.  His  home  has  been 
in  Winnebago  County  since  1856  and  during  the 
first  eight  years  of  his  residence  here  he  cultivated 
a  farm  in  Harrison  Township,  later  located  near 
Rockford,  and  finally  removed  to  this  city  about 
twenty  years  ago. 

The  early  home  of  Mr.  Rice  was  in  Washington 
County,  N.  Y.,  where  he  was  born  April  3,  1817. 
After  attending  school  there  when  opportunity 
offered,  he  removed  at  the  age  of  fourteen  to 
Genesee  County,  which  remained  his  home  until 
lie  came  West  to  Illinois.  Ilis  father,  Jonathan 
Rice,  was  born  in  the  same  county  as  himself,  like¬ 
wise  his  grandfather,  Abraham.  The  last-named 
served  in  the  War  of  1812  when  a  young  man. 
He  married  Miss  Eda  Deuell,  a  native  of  Washing¬ 
ton  County,  one  of  whose  brothers  was  a  soldier 
during  tbe  War  of  1812.  The  worthy  couple 
passed  their  entire  lives  in  Washington  County, 
and  among  their  children  was  Jonathan,  father  of 
our  subject. 

Jonathan  Rico  removed  to  Genesee  County  and 
there  died  at  tbe  age  of  fifty-two  3’ ears.  His  chil¬ 
dren  were  twelve  in  number  aud  six  still  survive, 
all  of  whom  married  and  reared  families  of  their 
Own.  In  Genesee  County,  N.  Y.,  our  subject  was 
married  to  Miss  Lydia  Mead,  who  was  born  ia 
Northampton  Township,  Fulton  County,  N.  Y., 
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August  17,  1835.  She  was  reared  and  received 
her  education  in  Genesee  County,  which  was  for 
many  years  the  home  of  her  parents,  Charles  and 
Polly  (Peirce)  Mead,  natives  of;Fulto»  County. 
Mrs.  Mead  died  in  Pulton  County  in  the  prime  of 
life  and  her  husband  passed  away  at  the  age  of 
sixty  years.  They  were  sincere  Christians  and 
members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
They  were  the  parents  of  six  children,  four  of 
whom  are  now  living. 

For  thirty-five  years  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rice  have 
lived  and  labored  together  for  their  common  wel¬ 
fare  and  prosperity,  and  have  reaped  the  reward 
of  their  labors  in  the  possession  of  a  competency 
and  the  universal  esteem  of  the  community.  Then- 
only  child,  Harris  II.,  married  Fannie  Nearmen, 
and  lives  in  Rockford.  By  a  former  marriage,  Mr. 
Rice  became  the  father  of  two  sons:  Charles  E., 
who  is  a  farmer  in  Storm  Lake,  Iowa  ;  and  James 
A.,  who  is  a  speculator  in  Chicago.  During  his 
residence  in  Harrison  Township,  air.  Rice  served  as 
Supervisor  and  Justice  of  the  Peace,  and  in  his 
political  adherence  is  independent,  casting  his 
ballot  for  the  candidates  whom  lie  deems  best 
qualified  to  represent  the  people. 


C.  BI  RPEE  is  the  senior  member  of  the 
(Ml  firm  of  Burpee  &  Sou.  They  have  the 
'  ^arSest  retail  furniture  and  undertaking 
_  establishment  in  Illinois  outside  of  Chi¬ 
cago.  The  business  was  founded  by  our  subject  in 
1856,  at  Nos.  108  and  110  West  State  Street,  where 
he  is  still  located.  The  first  year  lie  was  alone  and 
then  he  admitted  to  partnership  William  Werner. 
After  three  years,  that  connection  was  discontinued 
and  the  firm  of  Burpee  &  Groncman  did  business 
from  1869  until  1871,  after  which  Mr.  Burpee  was 
alone  for  fifteen  years,  when  the  present  company 
was  established.  The  store  which  they  occupy  is  for¬ 
ty-four  feet  front  and  is  two  hundred  feet  deep  and 
has  a  five  story  front.  At  night  it  is  lighted  with 
electricity.  There  are  passenger  and  freight  ele¬ 
vators  and  all  the  appointments  of  a  modern  fur¬ 
niture  store,  and  the  stock  which  they  carry  is  both 


extensive  and  of  fine  make.  As  before  stated,  they 
have  a  very  large  trade  and  their  establishment  is 
one  of  the  leading  ones  in  the  city.  In  connec¬ 
tion  with  the  furniture  department,  they  also  carry 
on  the  undertaking  business,  having  large  supplies 
in  this  line,  together  with  a  fine  hearse,  A.  G. 
Burpee  is  a  stockholder  in  the  Rockford  Burial 
Case  Company,  of  which  he  has  been  a  Director 
for  five  years.  He  is  also  a  stockholder  of  the 
Rockford  Silver  Plate  Company,  a  stockholder 
and  Director  of  the  Rockford  Cattle  Company,  and 
is  also  interested  in  other  corporations. 

Mr.  Burpee  came  to  Rockford  from  Lima,  N.  Y., 
where  his  birth  occurred  August  10,  1822,  IBs 
father,  Samuel  Burpee,  was  a  native  of  Charles¬ 
town,  Mass.,  where  he  was  partially  roared;  he  also 
lived  in  Worcester  County.  In  Sterling,  he  learned 
the  furniture  business  and  on  the  16th  of  June, 
1816,  removed  to  Lima,  N.  Y.,  where  for  forty-two 
years  he  was  proprietor  of  a  furniture  store.  Sub¬ 
sequently,  he  became  a  resident  of  Beloit,  Wis„ 
where  he  died  ten  years  later,  at  the  ago  of  eighty, 
three.  He  was  well  known  in  the  East  as  an 
anti-slavery  and  temperance  worker,  and  was  an 
Abolitionist  when  there  word  only  five  others  in 
Livingston  County,  N.  Y.  He  signed  the  first  tem- 
|  perance  pledge  which  he  saw,  and  never  broke  it. 
The  church  onco  took  up  his  ease  on  account  of 
his  slavery  and  temperance  principles.  He  debated 
those  questions  throughout  Livingston  County, 
N.  Y.,  and  was  once  threatened  by  a  mob,  but 
strong  in  the  right,  lie  bravely  stood  and  neither 
fear  nor  favor  could  alter  his  belief  or  course.  Ho 
afterward  became  identified  with  the  Republican 
party.  In  religious  belief,  ho  was  a  Presbyterian. 
His  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Esther  Crosby, 
died  in  Lima,  N.  Y.,  at  the  age  of  sixty-eight.  She 
was  born  m  New  Hampshire  and  was  a  daughter 
of  (  apt.  Alpheus  Crosby,  a  commissioned  officer 
and  bravo  soldier  of  the  Revolution,  who  died  on 
his  farm  amid  the  hills  of  the  Granite  State.  Two 
of  his  sons,  Alpheus  and  Asa,  came  to  Rockford 
m  1849,  and  were  prominently  connected  with  the 
early  history  of  this  city. 

In  Lima,  N.  Y.,  Mr.  Burpee  of  this  sketch  learned 
the  trade  and  business  of  a  furniture  dealer  and 
undertaker  and  was  engaged  in  that  line  for  three 
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years  in  LeRoy,  N.  Y.,  prior  to  coming  to  Rockford. 
He  was  married  in  Monroe  County,  N.  Y.,  to  Miss 
Harriet  M.  Baldwin,  the  accomplished  daughter  of 
Gordon  and  Lydia  (Fitch)  Baldwin.  Her  father 
was  a  prominent  and  well-to-do  farmer  of  Monroe 
County,  who,  in  1857,  came  to  Illinois,  dying  in 
Iroquois  County  when  past  the  age  of  sixty  years. 
His  wife  was  born  in  Hinsdale,  Mass.,  and  died  in 
Iroquois  County  at  an  advanced  age.  Both  were 
active  and  consistent  members  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Burpee  have  taken  an  active  part 
in  all  public  affairs,  are  prominent  members  of  so¬ 
ciety  and  arc  faithful  workers  in  the  Second  Con¬ 
gregational  Church.  In  politics,  Mr.  Burpee  is  a 
Republican.  Their  union  has  been  blessed  with 
five  children:  Minnie,  at  home;  Harry  B.,  who 
graduated  from  the  Rockford  High  School  and 
spent  a  year  in  Europe,  studying  in  the  colleges 
of  London  and  Paris,  married  Delia  C.  Trufan,  of 
Rockford,  and  is  now  his  father’s  partner;  Herman 
N.,  of  Seattle,  Wash.,  is  State  Agent  for  a  type¬ 
writing  company,  also  for  the  Holly  Water  Works 
Manufacturing  Company  and  in  the  works  in 
Seattle;  Florence  is  the  wife  of  McGregor  Huff¬ 
man,  who  is  employed  in  the  Winnebago  National 
Bank,  of  Rockford;  and  Stanton  is  a  book-keeper 
in  the  Rockford  National  Bank.  The  family  is  one 
of  prominence  in  this  community.  Mr.  Burpee  is 
one  of  the  leading  and  progressive  business  men 
of  the  city,  sagacious  and  far-sighted,  and  has  done 
much  for  the  upbuilding  and  growth  of  Rockford, 
where  he  has  so  long  made  his  home. 
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day  being  February  20,  1837.  His  parents  were 
Reuben  and  Jane  Wells,  the  former  of  whom  was 
a  son  of  Reuben,  Sr.,  a  . native  of  Vermont,  and  au 
old  Revolutionary  soldier.  Tradition  has  it  that 
two  brothers  of  the  Wells  family  came  to  the 
United  States  from  Wales,  but  just  at  what  date  is 
not  known.  The  father  of  our  subject  was  born 
in  Middleboro,  Vt.,  and  came  West  with  his  wife 
and  eight  children  in  1841.  He  had  been  mar¬ 
ried  in  1818  to  Jane  Roberts,  who  was  boim  in 
Piattsburg,  N.  Y.,  and  was  the  daughter  of  Abram 
Roberts,  who  died  in  this  county  at  the  home  of 
his  daughter,  Mrs.  Jane  Wells,  when  in  his  eighty- 
first  year  ;  his  wife  departed  this  life  in  New  York. 

The  Wells  family  in  Winnebago  County  are 
prosperous  agriculturists.  Our  subject  bad  an 
uncle,  Levi  Roberts,  who  was  Aide-de-camp  to  John 
McDonald  at  the  battle  of  Piattsburg,  and  drew  a 
pension  from  the  Government,  having  been 
wounded  by  a  horse  falling  upon  him.  The  mother 
of  our  subject  passed  away  in  this  countj^  March 
20,  1885,  She  bore  her  husband  ten  children,  five 
of  whom  are  living.  The  father  of  our  subject 
died  on  the  old  home  farm  in  this  county,  in  Feb¬ 
ruary,  1850.  His  tract  was  a  “squatter’s”  claim, 
thirty  acres  of  which  were  broken,  and  erected 
thereon  was  a  log  cabin.  One  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  were  iucluded  in  the  farm,  for  which  he  paid 
$200.  The  father  went  from  Vermont  to  New 
York  with  no  earthly  possessions  other  than  the 
clothes  he  wore  and  an  axe,  and  his  possessions  on 
coming  to  this  county  were  two  horses  and  a 
wagon. 


OHN  R.  WELLS.  In  the  ranks  of  the  sub¬ 
stantial  farmers  of  Winnebago  County  this 
gentleman  is  worthy  of  prominent  consid¬ 
eration,  having  by  economical  living  and 
frugal  management  acquired  a  fine  property,  which 
brings  him  a  comfortable  income.  Ho  is  at  pres¬ 
ent  residing  on  section  1,  Seward  Township,  and 
has  by  liis  good  conduct  acquired  an  honored  po¬ 
sition  among  his  fellow-townsmen. 

The  town  of  Mesina,  St.  Lawrence  County,  N.  Y., 
was  the  birthplace  of  our  subject,  his  natal 


After  the  death  of  Ins  father,  our  subject  re¬ 
mained  at  home  until  sixteen  years  of  ago,  when 
he  worked  out  by  the  month  for  two  years,  and 
then  went  to  Iowa,  where  he  was  engaged  in  break¬ 
ing  prairie  lands.  Returning  home,  he  remained 
until  1861,  when  he  crossed  the  plains  to  Califor¬ 
nia,  and  was  engaged  eight  years  in  mining  and 
market-gardening.  Coming  again  to  the  Prairie 
State,  Mr.  Wells  purchased  a  farm,  upon  which  he 
makes  his  home  at  the  present  time,  and  has  been 
successfully  engaged  in  cultivating  the  soil  since 
that  time. 

Miss  Adel  E.,  daughter  of  Roswell  and  Mary 
Clark,  became  the  wife  of  our  subject  in  March, 
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1870.  The  lady  was  bornin  New  York,  December 
30,  1851,  and  died  at  her  home  in  this  count}', 
March  1,  1889.  She  had  become  the  mother  of 
three  children:  Ernest  E.,  who  was  born  December 
8,  1870,  and  is  attending  the  business  college  at 
Rockford;  Gertrude  R.,  born  September  1,  1873, 
is  a  very  charming  and  accomplished  young 
lady,  being  a  graduate  of  the  Winnebago  High 
School,  and  Bernice  M.,  who  died  in  infancy. 

A  Republican  in  polities,  our  subject  cast  his 
first  vote  for  Abraham  Lincoln.  His  wife  was  a 
prominent  member  of  the  Women’s  Relief  Corps, 
and  is  otherwise  interested  in  many  ennobling  and 
elevating  works.  Mr.  Wells  is  a  self-made  man  in 
the  truest  sense  of  that  term,  as  he  started  out  in 
life  empty-handed,  and  is  now  one  of  the  well-to- 
do  farmers  of  the  county. 

Roswell  Clark,  the  father  of  Airs.  Wells,  was 
born  m  Andover,  Yt.,  where  he  was  reared  on  a 
farm,  and  accompanied  his  parents  on  their  re¬ 
moval  to  New  York  State  in  1831.  Settling  in 
Wyoming  County,  he  purchased  a  tract  of  timber 
land,  cleared  a  farm  from  the  wilderness,  and  re¬ 
sided  there  until  1857,  when  he  came  to  Illinois,  and 
two  years  later  purchased  a  farm  at  Twelve  Mile 
Grove,  Seward  Township.  Here  his  decease  oc¬ 
curred  in  1884.  Ilis  wife,  prior  to  her  marriage, 
was  May  Walton,  a  native  of  Massachusetts,  and 
the  daughter  of  John  Walton.  She  is  now  living 
near  Pecatonica,  having  become  the  mother  of  four 
children:  Amelia  IT.,  Alonzo  W.,  Elbert  J.,  and 
Dell  E. 

UST  FLODELL,  of  Rockford  City,  Ill.,  fol¬ 
lows  the  business  of  a  news-dealer,  than 
which  in  the  wide  range  of  industrial  pur¬ 
suits  there  is  not  a  more  interesting  occupation, 
for  upon  him  the  education  of  the  masses  and 
the  enlightenment  of  the  citizens  of  this  country 
m  a  large  manner  depend.  Air.  Flodcll,  the  suc¬ 
cessful  Swedish  news-dealer  located  at  No.  310 
East  State  Street,  has  been  in  business  in  this  city, 
in  his  present  line,  for  ten  years  and  carries  a  lino 
stock  of  the  very  best  class  of  Swedish  literature. 
He  is  a  gentleman  of  energetic  and  accomplished 


business  habits,  and  is  prompt  and  reliable  in  all 
transactions.  He  came  to  Rockford  in  1869,  and 
in  1874  opened  a  meat  market  on  East  State  Street 
which  he  carried  on  for  six  years.  After  this,  he 
was  in  one  of  the  furniture  factories  of  the  town, 
but  subsequently  opened  a  book  store,  and  in  1888 
he  was  associated  with  W.  T.  Alay  in  the  jewelry 
business  in  the  same  room  lie  had  occupied  as  a 
book-seller.  He  is  the  leading  steamship  ticket 
agent  of  the  city  and  represents  all  the  loading 
trans-Atlantic  steamship  lines.  Aside  from  this,  he 
is  a  promoter  of  the  Skandia  Furniture  Company, 
a  stockholder  of  the  same,  and  at  present  holds  the 
position  of  Vice-president  of  that  organization.  He 
is  also  interested  in  the  Dnion  Grocery  Company 
and  is  a  promoter  of  the  Central  Furniture  Com- 
pany,  also  the  Alan  tel  and  Furniture  Company,  and 
the  Skandia  Brick  Gompany,  of  which  he  is  Presi¬ 
dent.  He  is  a  stockholder  in  the  Brown  Brick  Com¬ 
pany  and  a  stockholder  and  promoter  in  a  number 
of  other  enterprises.  Air.  Flodell  has  been  one  of  the 
leading  businessmen  in  this  city  since  iris  residence 
hero,  and  has  ever  taken  a  decided  interest  in  local 
matters.  In  polities  ho  is  a  sound  Republican. 
In  religion  he  is  an  active  member  of  the  First 
Lutheran  Church,  of  which  bo  has  been  an  official 
member.  He  has  been  very  successful  as  a  business 
man,  and  owns,  beside  liis  various  interests  in  the 
city,  a  good  home  at  No.  908  Third  Avenue, 

Air.  ilodell  is  a  native  of  .Sweden,  bom  in  Wester 
Gothland  Province  on  the  12tli  of  Alarch,  1845,  and 
was  the  first  of  his  family  to  come  to  the  United 
States.  His  father,  Gustave  Flodell,  was  born  in 
1808  and  was  a  tiller  of  the  soil  until  his  death  in 
1857.  The  latter’s  wife  survived  him  until  1872, 
and  at  the  time  of  her  death  was  quite  aged.  Both 
were  members  of  the  Swedish  Lutheran  Church. 
Two  of  their  daughters  are  residing  in  the  old 
country,  Airs.  Anna  Anderson  and  Mrs.  E.  Johnson. 

Gust  Flodell  selected  as  his  companion  in  life 
Aliss  Eva  Peterson,  a  native  of  the  same  province 
as  her  husband,  her  birth  occurring  in  1838,  and 
their  nuptials  wore  celebrated  in  Rockford  on  the 
1st  of  April,  1870.  She  came  to  the  United  States 
in  1869,  and  became  a  resident  of  Rockford.  Her 
parents  died  in  Sweden,  the  mother,  Bertha  Peter¬ 
son,  in  1880  and  the  father,  Peter  Peterson,  the  fol- 
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lowing  year,  the  latter  when  just  eighty  years  of 
age.  They  wore  Swedish  Lutherans  in  their  relig¬ 
ious  belief.  The  father  had  always  followed  the 
occupation  of  a  farmer.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Flodell 
have  no  children.  Botli  are  well  respected  in  the 
city,  and  are  intelligent,  worthy  people. 

OITI.S  SANDINE  of  Rockford,  like  many  of 

>  the  leading  furniture  men  of  this  city,  was 

>  born  in  Sweden,  his  birth  occurring  in  the 
southern  part  of  the  country  on  the  22d  of  October, 
1858.  Ilis  father,  Peter  Pearson,  was  born  in  1823, 
and  is  yet  living,  a  hale  and  hearty  old  gentleman, 
who  throughout  life  has  followed  the.  occupation 
of  farming.  He  has  also  been  a  life-long  member 
Of  the  Lutheran  Church,  to  which  Mrs.  Pearson 
also  belonged.  The  dentil  of  his  wife  occurred  in 
September,  1891.  She  was  born  in  1831,  and  bore 
the  maiden  name  of  Kjorsti.  Our  subject  was  the 
first  of  the  family  to  come  to  this  country,  but  has 
been  followed  by  three  brothers:  Nels,  John  and 
Mangnes.  None  are  yet  married  and  all  are  em¬ 
ployed  by  the  Rockford  Mantel  and  Furniture 
Company  of  this  city. 

In  the  land  of  his  nativity,  Mr.  Handino  spent 
the  days  of  his  boyhood  and  youth  and  acquired 
a  good  education  in  the  city  schools  of  Stockholm. 
Believing  that  this  country  offered  better  advan¬ 
tages  to  young  men  just  starting  out  in  life  than 
the  old  countries,  he  determined  to  seek  a  home  in 


It  will,  be  one  of  the  largest  manufactories  of  the 
city  and  now  does  a  more  extensive  business  in  the 
manufacture  of  mantels  than  any  other  corpora¬ 
tion  in  the  country.  Their  mantels,  of  which  they 
make  a  specialty,  are  adjustable  and  thus  can  be 
used  in  any  place. 

A  marriage  ceremony  performed  in  Rockford 
united  the  lives  of  Mr.  Sandine  and  Mrs.  Amanda 
Sahllin,  who  was  born  in  Central  Sweden  and 
was  reared  and  educated  in  the  city  of  Stockholm. 
The  year  1880  witnessed  her  arrival  in  the  United 
States,  since  which  time  she  has  made  her  home  in 
Rockford.  By*her  former  marriage  she  became  the 
mother  of  two  children:  George  and  Elvera.  By 
her  second  marriage  an  interesting  family  of  four 
children  have  been  born:  Esther  E.,  Louis  A., 
Charles  Otto  and  Agnes  I.  '  The  parents  are 
both  members  of  the  Zion  Lutheran  Church,  of 
which  Mr.  Sandine  is  Secretary  and  one  of  the 
Trustees,  In  politics,  he  is  independent.  He  is  a 
straightforward  business  man,  energetic  and  indus¬ 
trious,  and  has  become  well-to-do. 


1|j?^\ILS  T.  THOMPSON  is  carrying  on  a  suc- 
II  )//  CCHsf'ul  business  as  a  merchant  bailor  at  No. 

118  West  State  Street  in  Rockford.  He 
opened  this  establishmennt  in  January,  1887.  He 
carries  an  excellent  line  of  goods,  and  his  work  is 
always  first-class,  so  that  he  is  able  to  retain  his 


America,  and  crossed  the  briny  deep  in  1881.  He 
did  not  tarry  long  in  the  East  but  came  at  once  to 
Rockford,  Ill.,  and  has  since  boon  connected  with 
the  practical  work  of  different  furniture  companies, 
giving  to  the  different  branches  his  special  atten¬ 
tion.  He  therefore  became  well  acquainted  with 
the  business  in  all  its  details  and  is  well  qualified 
for  the  responsible  position  of  trust  he  now  holds, 
that  of  Secretary  and  Treasurer  of  the  Mantel  and 
Furniture  Company.  The  company  was  organized 
in  1890,  and  he  has  since  held  his  present  office  and 
is  also  one  of  its  Directors  and  a  stockholder.  When 
the  now  additions  to  the  factory  are  completed,  it 
will  contain  over  1 50,000  square  feet  and  will  furn¬ 
ish  employment  to  at  least  threo  hundred  men. 


patrons  and  secure  many  others.  Ilis  trade  has 
constantly  increased  and  he  is  now  doing  a  flour¬ 
ishing  business. 

Mr.  Thompson  was  born  near  Chrcstenaham 
Laen,  Sweden,  April  22,  1834,  and  is  a  son  of 
Jonas  Hoe,  who  was  a  carpenter  by  trade,  and  in 
connection  with  that  occupation  also  followed 
farming  in  Sweden.  He  came  to  this  country  late 
in  life  and  spent  seven  years  in  the  home  of  our 
subject,  where  his  death  occurred  at  the  age  of 
seventy-four.  Ilis  wife  died  in  Sweden  when 
about  sixty-two  years  of  age.  In  the  family  were 
three  sons  and  a  daughter,  our  subject  being  the 
eldest;  Louisa  is  the  wife  of  Gustaf  Gustafson,  a 
cabinet-maker  and  stockholder  in  the  Chair  and 
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Furniture  Factory  of  this  city;  John  is  married 
and  is  a  skilled  cabinet-maker  employed  by  the 
Forest  City  Furniture  Company;  and  Olof  is  a 
cabinet-maker  with  the  Standard  Furniture  Com¬ 
pany.  He  marrk-d  Mollie  Swenson. 

Our  subject  is  a  self-made  man.  He  began  life 
at  the  early  age  of  ten  years,  when  ho  commenced 
learning  the  tailor’s  trade,  working  as  a  journey¬ 
man  until  he  came  to  this  country.  He  took  pas¬ 
sage  on  board  the  three-mast  sailing-vessel  “Mer- 
rimac,”  which  left  Gottenbnrg  in  March,  1854,  and 
after  forty-nine  days  dropped  anchor  in  the  harbor 
of  Quebec,  Canada,  whence  Mr.  Thompson  came 
at  once  to  Illinois,  making  his  first  settlement  in 
Chicago,  where  he  spent  four  years.  At  the  expi¬ 
ration  of  that  time,  he  came  to  Rockford,  in  1859, 
and  has  since  made  his  home  in  this  city.  lie  did 
journeyman  work  as  a  tailor  hero  until  1878,  whan 
he  began  business  as  one  of  the  principal  stock¬ 
holders  in  the  Merchant  Tailor  Stock  Company, 
with  which  he  was  officially  connected  for  some 
time  as  Secretary  and  Treasurer.  He  later  with¬ 
drew  from  that  concern  and  has  since  been  alone 
in  business  as  a  merchant  tailor  at  No.  T13  West 
State  Street. 

Mr.  Thompson  was  married  in  Chicago  to 
Johanna  Wall  in  October,  1858,  but  she  died  of 
consumption  in  Rockford  in  1873.  There  are  no 
living  children  from  this  union.  He  was  again 
married  in  this  city  to  Miss  Emma  Peterson,  a  na¬ 
tive  of  Sweden,  born  in  1844.  When  a  young 
lady,  she  came  to  this  country,  to  which  her  par¬ 
ents  had  emigrated  in  1853.  Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Thompson  have  been  born  seven  children:  George 
W.,  a  graduate  of  the  Business  College  of  Rock¬ 
ford,  now  employed  as  book-keeper  for  the  Union 
Furniture  Company;  Laura,  engaged  in  the  mil¬ 
linery  business;  William,  a  graduate  of  the  Rock¬ 
ford  Business  College  and  book-keeper  for  the 
Mantel 'and  Furniture  Company;  Fannie,  Mary, 
Hattie  and  Blanche,  all  yet  at  home. 

In  his  political  affiliations,  Mr.  Thompson  is  a 
Republican,  and,  socially,  is  a  member  of  the  Ma¬ 
sonic  lodge  of  this  city.  He  is  also  a  stockholder 
in  the  Peterson  Land  .Syndicate,  having  an  ad¬ 
dition  of  three  hundred  and  eleven  acres  near 
Rockford,  and  is  interested  in  the  Rockford  Mantel 


and  Furniture  Company,  tho  Royal  Sewing  Ma¬ 
chine  Company,  tho  Rockford  Planing  Mill  Com¬ 
pany  and  other  corporations.  Although  ho  started 
out  in  life  so  young,  and  has  liad  many  difficulties 
to  overcome,  he  has  steadily  worked  his  way  upward 
to  a  position  of  affluence.  Ho  resides  at  his  pleas¬ 
ant  homo  at  No.  709  Elm  Street. 


George  ii.  Baldwin.  There  is  ia  the 

development  of  every,  successful  life  a 
principle  which  is  a  lesson  to  every  man 
following  iu  its  footsteps,  a  lesson  leading  to  a 
higher  and  more  honorable  position  than  the  ordi¬ 
nary.  Let  a  man  bo  industriously  ambitious,  and 
honorable  in  his  ambi  tions,  and  he  will  rise, whether 
having  the  prestige  of  family  or  the  obscurity  of 
poverty.  These  reflections  are  called  forth  by  the 
study  of  the  life  of  Mr.  George  II.  Baldwin,  whoso 
reputation  as  an  honorable,  upright  citizen  is  not 
rudely  local,  but  extends  over  a  wide  scope  of 
country. 

Mr.  Baldwin  is  a  native  of  the  Empire  State, 
born  near  Rochester  in  1836  and  was  but  a  year 
old  when  he  was  brought  to  Illinois  bjr  his  parents. 
His  father, Thomas  Baldwin,  followed  the  life  of  a 
mechanic',  and  our  subject’s  youthful  lUys  wore  div¬ 
ided  between  assisting  on  the  farm  and  ii.  attend¬ 
ing  the  common  schools,  in  which  he  received  a 
fairly  good  education  for  that  early  day.  In  con¬ 
nection  with  his  farming  operations,  the  father  also 
followed  the  trade  of  a  carpenter  and  under  his 
supervision  our  subject  became  quite  proficient 
with  the  tools. 

In  1859,  and  in  Roscoe,  111.,  our  subject  was 
married  to  Miss  Jane  Kerr,  a  native  of  Roscoo  and 
the  daughter  of  Charles  and  Ami  F.  (Mens)  Kerr, 
the  former  a  native  of  Scotland  and  the  latter  of 
England.  Her  parents  were  married  in  Canada 
and  came  thence  to  Illinois  about  1839.  The  father 
was  a  heavy  contractor  on  the  Illinois  Canal  and 
was  situated  at  Lockport,  near  Joliet.  His  wife 
died  near  Roscoe  about  1879,  when  fifty-live  years 
of  age,  and  three  months  later  lie  followed  her  to 
the  grave,  dying  at  the  same  place  when  soYonty- 
two  years  of  ago.  They  were  tho  parents  of  eleven 


clulrt,-™,  three  sons  „1K]  ci!!ia  a.iusl]te  aI]  of 

wliunaroliv.usaiKHI.oiieed.soffe.miies.  Thcvnre 

S'  Ivt  I  n'0"-1' f0Ur  S“cs-  Tl,°  °'!(,cst  *  **<» 

.  " ' V*  ■vcni's  »f  »«o  and  the  ymmgest 
Went}., tonrof  Uj(,  oM1(lro„  re8H|„,„  llo^oc 

St  He  ,J  "’iff  '“V“  1,1  Bowoe 

M...C  Urnr  mnrnago,  and  in  that  t„„.„  ,11  their 

elnlnren  were  l«  They  m.ried  two  infante,  ,md 
amv  nave  six  suns  and  one  daughter  living,  viz: 
(^oi-go.  D.,  now  twenty-nine  years  of  age,  married 

heh,’  T"  '^'n  am’  ''raMl'8  . . dd  homestead; 

e  inns  two  elnldren.  [.'red  Baldwin,  a  hnteher  of 
Rockford,  married  Miss  Cora  Frost;  (i\u*  II. 
Single,  us  a  maeliinist  at  Beloit;  Willis  (\,  shode’ 
also  a  hnteher;  Glenn  .single,  ,is  engaged  in  the’ 
dairy  business;  (iraee.  A.,  is  attending  school  and 
.Tames  It.,  a  bright  schoolboy. 

Mr.  Baldwin  has  just  been  elected  Assessor,  in 
which  capacity  he  served  twenty-one  years  and  lias 
been  .School  Director  since  his  majority,  also  "for 
«o»m  tune  Trustee  in  the  church  of  his  choice,  the 
Methodist.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Baldwin  removed  from 
t heir  farm  where  they  had  a  most  charming  and 
pleasant  rural  home  in  1880,  and  purchased  a  good 
house  and  lot  in  Roseoe.  They  are  well  known 
and  respected  in  this  county  and  are  prominent  in 
all  public  enterprises.  Mr.  Baldwin  is  a  member 
of  the  Modern  Moodumn,  and  is  an  earnest  advo¬ 
cate  of  the  principles  of  the  Republican  party. 
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JiOlTN  T.  SAVAGE  is  a  member  of  the  well- 
j  known  ghd  prosperous  linn  of  Savage  & 
Dove,  successful  1  jobbing  man  ufac turn's,  pat¬ 
tern  and  model  makers,  making  a  specialty  of 
pulleys,  shafting,  etc.  This  lirm  threw  its  doors  open 
m  June,  1H7-1,  at  No.  (MO  South  Main  Street,  and 
have  scored  a  success  beyond  their  most  sanguine 
expectations.  The  business  was  originally  started 
m  a  small  part  of  the  large  building  they  now  oc¬ 
cupy,  but  from  (lie  first  they  met  with  success. 
Energetic,  reliable,  conducting  their  business  on 
the  most  elevated  plane  of  mercantile  honor, and 
practically  conversant  with  it  in  all  its  details, 

4  their  lirm  has  become  the  representative,  one  in  its 
Ruo  in  the  city,  From  fifteen  to  twenty  men  are 


employed  all  the  time,  and  a  large  amount  of  first- 
class  work  is  turned  out  daily.  Messrs.  Savage  and 
Dove  are  skilled  mechanics  and  machinists,  and 
the  latter  became  familiar  with  his  trade,  as  a 
pattern  and  model  maker  and  millwright  in  this 
city  during  his  boyhood. 

Mr.  Savage  was  born  in  Quebec,  Canada,  but 
when  nineteen  years  of  age  came  to  the  States, 
where,  on  the  1st  of  January.  1864,  he  enlisted  in 
the  Seventh  Main e: Battery,  and  served  ae  artificer 
most  of  the  time  until  the  close  of  the  war.  He 
was  in  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  and  participated  in 
the  battles  of  the  Wilderness,  Spottsyl van ia,  and 
other  prominent  engagements  He  was  honorably 
discharged  at  Augusta  on  the  25th  of  June  1865 
One  year  after  returning  from  the  war,  he  came 
to  Rockford  ami  has  since  been  joined  by  two  sis¬ 
ters,  both  now  married:  Annett,  wife  of  D.  A  K 
Andrus,  a  book  dealer  of  Rockford,  and  Jane,  wife’ 
ot  t .  G.  Smith,  a  house  painter  and  decorator. 

liie  parents,  Joseph  and  Sophronia  (Shepherd') 
Savage  were  natives  of  Canada  and  were  of  Scotch- 
lush  descent.  They  passed  their  entire  days  in 
Canada,  the  father  engaged  as  a  tiller  of  the  soil, 
the  latter  dying  at  the  age  of  seven  tv-two,  and  the 
moUun-  at  the  age  of  fifty-seven.  They  were  mem- 
beusof  the  Episcopal  and  Baptist  Churches  resnee 
lively.  1 

When  be  first  entered  the  United  States  Mr 
Savage,  our  subject,  located  at  Portland,  Me.,  but 
on  the  24tU  of  May,  1866,  he  came  to  Rockford, 

III.  lie  bad  learned  the  carpenter  and  the  joiner 
trade  and  was  Urns  engaged  until  the  present  firm 
was  established.  Since  then  he  has  developed 

makei  biailCh°S  °f  bUS‘nCSS  as  a  l)atlem  and  model 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  married  in  his 
native  country  to  Miss  Sarah  J.  Wallace,  who  was 
horn  and  reared,  in  the  Province  of  Quebec  and 
who  w  of  English  descent,  her  father,  Job  Wal¬ 
lace,  being  a  native  of  Newcastle,  England,  and  a 
farmer  By  occupation.  The  latter  «,  to  Cam.*, 
ivhrn  as, agio  man  and  there  nmn.icd  MiK  ,,,, 
Won,,™,*  a  native  of  Canada.  They  were 
Methodists  in  their  religious  views. 

■Seven  children  have  blessed  m|,  „nd  Mra  R 
vages  union,  via.,  I,>od  A.,aolork  with  Ms 
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Percy  A.,  a  paper  hanger  and  decorator  of  Mason 
City,  Iowa;  Bruce  W.  A.,  a  paper  hanger  and  deco¬ 
rator,  resides  at  home;  Max,  Carl,  Kenneth  and 
Rex,  the  four  last  also  at  home.  Socially,  Mr.  Sav¬ 
age  is  a  member  of  G.  L.  Kevins  Post  No.  1, 
G.  A.  R.,  and  has  filled  most  of  the  offices  in  the 
same.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  Woodmen,  Work¬ 
men  and  other  orders.  In  politics,  ho  is  a  Repub¬ 
lican.  He  and  Mrs.  Savage  attend  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  and  the  latter  holds  membership 
in  the  same. 


Jj^lLLIAM  H.  GILMAN,  deceased,  who  was 
well  known  as  a  teacher,  lawyer  and 
banker,  was  born  in  Bristol,  N.  II.,  Febru¬ 
ary  4,  1807,  and  was  a  son  of  Nicholas  and  Nancy 
(Holt)  Gilman.  He  was  reared  and  educated  in 
his  native  State,  ■where  he  engaged  in  teaching  for 
a  time.  When  a  young  man,  he  went  to  Canada, 
there  studied  lav/,  was  admitted  to  the  Bar  and 
commenced  practice  in  the  town  of  Sherbrooke, 
Province  of  Quebeo,  where  he  remained  until 
1837.  He  then  came  to  Illinois,  accompanied  by 
his  wife. 


They  came  by  way  of  the  St.  Lawrence  River, 
canals  and  Lakes  to  Chicago,  where  a  horse  and 
buggy  were  purchased,  and  they  drove  on  to  Bel- 
videre.  At  that  time,  there  was  not  a  bridge 
across  any  of  the  streams,  and  the  land  in  North¬ 
ern  Illinois  was  all  owned  by  the  Government, 
Mr.  Gilman  made  a  claim  and  erected  a  log  cabin, 
in  which  he  and  his  wife  began  life  in  the  West  in 
true  pioneer  style.  For  some  years  deer  and  other 
wild  game  were  plentiful.  When  the  land  came 
into  market,  he  went  to  Galena  and  entered  his 
claim  at  the  land  Office.  For  two  years,  lie  resided 
upon  his  farm  and  then  came  to  Belvidcrej  where 
he  embarked  in  the  practice  of  law.  A  few  years 
later,  he  went  to  Chicago,  purchased  property  and 
built  a  home.  He  then  took  a  contract  to  build  a 
portion  of  two  railroads  then  in  process  of  con¬ 
struction.  The  family  resided  in  Chicago  for  two 
years,  then  returned  to  Belviderc,  where  our  subject 
resumed  the  practice  of  the  legal  profession  and 


later  engaged  in  bunking  until  his  death,  which 
occurred  on  the  7th  of  October,  1877. 

Mrs.  Gilman  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Juliet,  Walk¬ 
er.  Their  union  was  celebrated  December  Li,  1 834, 
in  Penchant,  Yt.  The  lady  was  born  at  that  place, 
April  15,  1808,  and  is  a  daughter  of  Joel  and 
Alice  (Houghton)  Walker,  tho  former  a  native  of 
Massachusetts  and  the  latter  of  Keene,  N.  II.  Her  fa¬ 
ther  was  a  pioneer  preacher  and  there  engaged  in 
mercantile  pursuits  for  some  years,  and  urns  also 
Postmaster  at  that  plnce.  He  came  to  Illinois  in 
1839,  and,  purchasing  land  in  Boone  County,  en¬ 
gaged  in  farming  for  some  years,  after  which  lie 
came  to  Belviderc  and  lived  retired  throughout 
the  remainder  of  his  life. 

Fnto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gilman  were  bom  six  chil¬ 
dren,  three  of  whom  are  yet  living,  a  son  and  two 
daughters:  Helen  A.,  wife  of  II.  P.  Peek,  a  resident 
of  Beloit,  Wis.;  William  II.,  who  married  Sarah  E. 
Williams,  and  is  living  in  Chicago,  and  Kate  M., 
widow  of  Winnie  J.  Sager,  who  now  resides  with 
her  mother  at  the  old  home.  Tho  family  are  all 
Presbyterians. 

Politically,  Mr.  Gilman  was  a  Democrat.  He 
always  took  an  active  interest  in  public  affairs  and 
extended  a  helping  hand  to  any  enterprise  calcu¬ 
lated  to  benefit  the  city.  He  was  instrumental  in 
securing  the  location  of  the  Northwestern  Rail¬ 
road  to  Belviderc,  to  which  lie  donated  five  acres 
of  land  in  the  city.  He  was  a  liberal  contributor 
to  the  various  churches  and  was  a  pubite-spiri ted 
and  progressive  citizen,  widely  and  favorably 
known  in  this  community. 


JJ  AMES  R.  BARTLETT,  who  is  at  present 
residing  in  the  city  of  Rockford,  was  born 
at  Marlboro,  Yt,,  August  24,  1819,  and 
while  an  infant  his  parents  removed  to 
Cheshire  County,  N.  II.  His  father,  Jonas  Bartlett, 
was  also  bom  at  Marlboro,  the  date  of  his  birth 
being  December  25,  1798.  Ho  was  a  farmer  by 
occupation  and  descended  from  a  sturdy  race  of 
New  Englanders. 

Jonas  Bartlett  in  1818  was  married  to  Miss  E. 
Robertson,  daughter  of  James  Robertson,  who  was 


some  of  then,  boh.*  1  d  public 

m-om  nr  ~  “<i  s“ra"™-  »■• 

moved  to uL,T  "’  U“  “•*"«  <-f  1835  io- 
they  ,MU0hl,d  !  f ,  °  0U"lr’  N'  "hero 

. 

m^LT^ZTlv0m in a fami,y°of  scv<m  I 

oMfi.  L.;,vho  diedt  ng’VVifch  theexcepti0» 

.1890,  aged  sivfcvrT  ag°  tho  autuni11  of 

»^rssStSSSr 

“  "''ouwi1rrr,^rrthr„"d  sd|k°Lo‘ 

wee  known  ns  tho  Old  H0„„d  House  U”ik 

SSKS&rSSr 

zealous  Methodist,  and  although  * * *"ft 

=S5"~==i:S 

=Sr=«S~Hi 

uCriKraY,f  'rldod  u‘"  “”d  lnl"  il1  '! 

irrrr‘°  i 

o  g  onto,-  portion  of  tiro  lim„.  They  name  to  I 

:r;r  K;,mm"w'  »««, «,<  -u^un^ 1 

WlT  1“™  »™K,  made  their  home  *u, 

Mn:vr^r.^“srfr 

,  „  %  1I(U5Klln  1.,  I? rnu cos  K..  Charles  M  On, 

(lolift  J„  now  Min  O  V  A  .  i  18  Co‘- 

“  hU,y  ’ri,°  l'ffi*k,s  •iMrinr^iown  , 


portrait  ani>  biocbaphjcal  record 


^^r.^ris.rb,ib 


?*»£££*$? 

^:rm":0frrrStota  ^  «■»” 

Dnomovr/irzrr?  Mtowii  °r  ^ 

farm  and  resided  unit]  ’r^’  Wher®  he  Plu'chased  a 
at  the  advanced  age  of“i^^i0h 

•llie  direct  progenitor  of  our  sublet 

:^o^t-riErd 

for  a  number  of  years  fl,n„M  d  iesidcd 

|  whore  U.  d«aiU,^0.u^.toJ^ 

.Years.  Rachael  0.  Banks,  the  mother  J  3  g 

J^horn.nM^J-^t 

'  ,C  ”•  «»"  «wd  In  mining  and  r  sidodT 

four  years,  when  ho  roturnod  to  Maine  ,  ^  f 

-rers 

know,,  as  c„m„„„y  G,  One  Duadred Id  PiftS® 
nois  infantry.  IIo  was  mustored  in  at  Dixontm  Sept- 


o 


PORTRAIT  AIsO  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


1280 

ember  2,  and  served  with  his  regiment  until  July, 
1864,  when  his  resignation  was  accepted  on  ac¬ 
count  of  disability.  Capt.  .Nash  spent  the  follow¬ 
ing  winter  in  Belvidere  and  then  came  to  Rock¬ 
ford,  which  has  since  been  his  home. 

Mary  A.  'Williamson  and  our  subject  were  united 
in  marriage  in  1858,  and  to  them  have  been  bom 
three  children:  Earl  L.,  Jay  B.,  and  Guy  II.,  the 
first-born,  who  died  in  his  thirtieth  year.  Capt. 
Nash  is  a  prominent  membef  of  Nevius  Post 
No.  1,  G,  A.  R.,  and  in  politics  votes  the  straight  Re¬ 
publican  ticket.  For  fifteen  years  he  served  as 
Assessor  of  Rockford,  and  for  six  years  was  the 
incumbent  of  the  responsible  office  of  Deputy- 
Sheriff.  He  is  prominent  in  social  matters,  being  a 
member  of  Rockford  Lodge  No.  102,  A.  F.  &  A.  M., 
of  which  society  he  has  been  Secretary  for  four¬ 
teen  years.  He  has  also  occupied  that  position  for 
six  years  in  the  Winnebago  Chapter  No.  24,  R.  A. 
Mi,  and  for  six  yearn  was  Recorder  in  Crusader 
Commandery  No.  17,  K.  T. 


€YRUS  B.  JUDD,  an  extensive  farmer  and 
j  stock-raiser  of  Pecatonica  Township,  Win- 
nebago  County,  has  been  a  very  prominent 
factor  in  its  development  in  an  agricultural  way, 
and  is  the  proprietor  of  a  beautiful  estate  compris¬ 
ing  two  hundred  and  sixty-eight  acres,  of  which 
one  hundred  and  twenty-five  were  left  to  him  by 
his  father. 

Mr.  Judd  of  this  sketch  was  born  in  St.  Lawrence 
County, N.  Y.,  June  11, 18S9,  and  is  the  son  of  John 
B.  and  Louisa  S.  (Judd)  Judd.  John  B.  was  lesid- 
ing  at  home  at  the  time  of  his  marriage,  and  on  liis 
father’s  death  fell  heir  to  the  estate,  to  which  he 
later  added  until  he  had  one  of  the  finest  farms  in 
the  township.  His  father  had  been  married  in 
Messina,  N.  Y.,  and  at  the  time  of  his  removal  to 
Illinois  in  1854,  he  was  accompanied  by  Cyrus  B., 
who  was  an  only  child. 

The  lady  to  whom  our  subject  was  married  De¬ 
cember  26,  1860,  was  Miss  Maria  N.  Kellogg,  who 
was  born  in  St.  Lawrence  County,  N.  Y.,  April  14, 
1887.  She  was  the  daughter  of  Albert  and  Nancy 


(McDonald)  Kellogg,  the  former  of  whom  was 
born  in  New  Hampshire  and  died  in  the  above- 
named  county  in  New  York.  To  Mr.  ami  Mrs. 
Judd  have  been  born  two  children:  Laura  B., 
whose  birth  occurred  August  14,  1872,  was  gradu¬ 
ated  from  the  Pecatonica  schools,  and  is  now  en¬ 
gaged  in  teaching  in  this  township.;  Lucius  J.  was 
born  June  17,  1879,  and  is  prosecuting  his  studios 
in  the  district  schools. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Judd  attend  the  Congregational 
Church,  of  which  they  arc  members  and  active 
workers.  He  is  a  Republican  in  politics,  having 
cast  his  first  vote  for  Abraham  Lincoln.  Airs.  Judd 
is  a  very  intelligent  lady  and  while  residing  in 
New  York  taught  school  for  seven  years  and  was 
similarly  employed  for  two  terms  in  Burritt Town¬ 
ship. 

JAMES  BLISS,  an  extensive  farmer  and  stock- 
raiser  of  Owen  Township,  has  boon  a  very 
prominent  factor  in  developing  and  extend¬ 
ing  the  largo  agricultural  interests  of  Win¬ 
nebago  County.  He  was  bom  in  Troy,  N.  Y., 
January  22,  1822,  and  is  the  son  of  Christopher 
Bliss,  who  was  bora  and  reared  in  New  England. 
Later,  ho  went  to  New  York  State,  where  he  served 
as  Captain  on  a  river  steamer  for  some  time,  after 
which  ho  engaged  in  the  mercantile,  business  in 
Savoy,  Berkshire  County,  Mass.,  whither  he  had 
removed  in  1822. 

The  maiden  name  of  our  subject's  mother  was 
Achsah  Demining;  she  was  a  native  of  Weth¬ 
ersfield,  Conn.,  and  was  the  daughter  of  Capt. 
John  and  Elizabeth  Demining,  Her  father  was 
commander  of  a  vessel  for  some  time,  and  when 
abandoning  that  line  of  work  engaged  in  farming 
in  Savoy,  Mass.,  where  he  spent  ids  bust  years.  The 
father  of  our  subject  departed  this  life  in  1.827,  and 
his  widow,  after  again  marrying,  cited  in  Westfield, 
Mass, 

James  Bliss  of  this  sketch  was  an  infant  when 
his  parents,  removed  to  Massachusetts,  where  he 
was  reared  to  the  age  of  fifteen  years  in  Savory . 
Then  starting  out  in  life  for  himself,  lie  worked  on 
a  farm  for  a  time,  when  he  found  employment  as 
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clerk  in  a  store  for  one  your.  Later,  however,  learn- 
the  carpenter’s  trade,  lie  followed  that  line  of 
work  Until  his  marriage,  when  he  again  began  farm¬ 
ing,  purchasing  a  tract  of  one  hundred  acres  in  the 
town  of  Adams,  Mass.,  which  he  cultivated  success¬ 
fully  until  1868,  the  date  of  his  advent  into  Win¬ 
nebago  County.  He  had  visited  this  section  ip 
1850,  at  which  time  he  entered  one  hundred  anti 
sixty  acres  of  land  with  a  soldier’s  land  warrant, 
for  which  he  paid  $110.  He  now  has  one  of  the 
finest  and  best-improved  farms  in  the  county, 
which  comprises  two  hundred  and  thirty-two  acres! 

1  lie  lady  to  whom  Mr.  Bliss  was  married  boro 
the  maiden  name  of  Lydia  Fife.  She  was  born 
in  Berkshire  County,  Mass.,  and  died  on  the 
farm  hi  Owen  Township  in  1868.  Our  subject  was 
then  married  to  Miss  Annie  M.  Colton,  -who  was 
born  in  Westfield,  Mass.,  and  departed  this  life  in 
1882.  The  present  wife  of  Mr.  Bliss,  prior  to  her 
marriage,  was  Miss  Amanda  Henderson.  In  religi¬ 
ous  affairs,  our  subject  is  a  member  of  the  Baptist 
Church,  and  occupies  a  prominent  position  among 
tho  wealthy  farmers  of  this  section. 


16th  of  May,  1816,  in  that  part  of  Cumberland 
County  which  is  now  included  in  Androscoggin 
County.  The  family  is  of  English  origin  and  was 
founded  in  America  by  .Samuel  Alien,  of  Bridge- 
water,  Somersetshire,  who  came  to  America,  accom¬ 
panied  by  his  wife,  Ami,  in  1620,  and  settled  in 
Braintree,  Mass.  Their  son  Samuel  was  born  in 
1632,  and  became  a  large  land-owner  in  Braintree 
and  Bridgewater.  He  married  Sarah  Partridge  and 
unto  them  was  born  Josiah  Allen  in  1677.  He 
wedded  Mary  Reed  and  their  son  William  was 
next  in  tho  line  of  descent.  He  was  born  in  1726, 
and  was  the  great-grandfather  of  our  subject.  His 
wife  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Susanna  Packard. 
Abel  Allen,  the  grandfather  of  our  subject,  was 
bom  in  Bridgewater,  Mass.,  in  1760,  and  removed 
thence  to  what  is  now  the  town  of  Auburn, 
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Androscoggin  County,  Me,,  becoming  a  pioneer  of 
that  locality.  Throughout  the  remainder  of  his 
life,  ho  there  engaged  in  farming.  Ilis  wife  was 
Mary  Dillingham,  who  was  born  in  Massachusetts, 
and  was  of  English  descent. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  Lebbeus  Allen,  was 
born  in  Cumberland  County,  Me.,  July  4,  1792,  and 
learned  the  trade  of  a  carpenter  following  it  in 
connection  with  farming.  He  married  Joannah  B. 
Nash,  who  was  bom  in  tire  same  town  as  her  hus¬ 
band  in  1794,  and  was  a  daughter  of  Jonathan 
and  Anna  (Bird)  Nash,  natives  of  Worcester  and 
Dorchester,  Mass.,  respectively.  He  was  a  Revolu¬ 
tionary  soldier  and  participated  in  the  famous 
battle  of  Bunker  Ilill.  For  a  few  years  after  their 
marriage,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Allen  resided  in  the  town 
of  Auburn  and  in  1822  removed  to  the  town  of 
Hebron.  ITpon  the  farm  which  was  there  pur¬ 
chased,  they  both  spent  the  remainder  of  their 
I  days.  The  father  died  September  8,  1872,  and  the 
mother  in  November,  1873.  They  had  eight  chil¬ 
dren:  A imu,‘y  IT.,  Mary,  Lebbeus,  William  N., 
John  II.,  Charles  A.,  Bernard  B.  and  Melvin  A. 

The  boyhood  bays  of  our  subject  were  spent  in 
the  town  of  Hebron.  He  seemed  to  possess  a  na¬ 
tural  taste  for  mechanics  but  remained  at  home 
and  assisted' his;  father  in  the  farm  work  until 
twenty  years  Of  age,  when  he  served  a  short  ap¬ 
prenticeship  to  the  carriage-making  trade  and  then 
began  business  for  himself  in  Buckfleld,  Oxford 
County.  Me.,  where  he  continued  to  operate  until 
1846.  He  then  sold  out  and  engaged  in  the  manu¬ 
facture  of  rakes  for  three  years,  after  which  he  en¬ 
gaged  in  the  manufacture  of  powder  for  about 
Jour  years.  We  next  find  him  engaged  in  general 
merchandising,,  which  he  carried  on  in  connection 
with  the  manufacture  of  boots,  shoes  and  ciothiim 
until  1866,  when  he  disposed  of  lvis  business  inter* 
ests  in  tho  East. 

Mr.  Allen  lias  been  twice  married.  On  the  18th 
of  May,  1839,  Zilpha  Cushman  became  his  wife. 
She  was  born  in  Buckfleld,  Me.,  was  a  daughter  of 
Caleb  and  Mary  Cushman,  and  wasa  lineal  descend¬ 
ant  of  Rev.  Mr.  Cushman,  the  Pilgrim.  She  died 
November  17,  1865,  leaving  four  children,  who 
are  yet  living:  William  Wallace,  Joanna  B.,  Walter 
F.  and  A.  Hamilton,  Frances  had  died  at  the  age 
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of  seven  and  a  half  years  and  Augusta  became  the  Naucler,  who  came  of  1  tench  descent,  h  or  many 
mfe  of  L.  Ashton  and  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-  years,  he  was  connected  with  the  army,  and  for  his 

live  years,  leaving  one  son,  Ray.  Mr.  Allen  was  services  and  bravery  received  prominent  recogni- 

agaiu  married,  February  8,  1870,  his  second  union  tion  from  the  Swedish  Government,  being  given  a 
B&hg  with  Abigail  Sampson,  who  wa^bom  in  An-  star  and  two  gold  medals.  He  died  at  the  advanced 

droscoggin  County,  Me.,  and  is  a  daughter  of  Seth  age  of  seventy  years.  His  wife,  who  bore  the 

and  Qeborah  (Record)  Sampson,  both  natives  of  maiden  name  of  Katie  Anderson,  was  a  Swodish 

Maine.  Her  paternal  grandfather,  Abel  Sampson,  lady,  and  was  called  to  her  final  rest  at  the  nd- 

was  a  native  of  Massachusetts,  but  her  maternal  vanced  age  of  eighty  years.  They  were  both  Luth- 
grandparents,  Daniel  and  Abigail  (Damon)  Record,  mans  in  religious  belief. 

spent  their  entire  lives  in  the  Pine  Tree  State.  The  Air.  Borgquist,  whoso  name  heads  this  record, 

father  of  Mrs.  Allen  was  fOr  many  years  Justice  of  spent  the  days  of  his  boyhood  and  youth  in  his 

the  Peace  and  served  in  other  offices.  Ho  spent  native  province,  and  there  learned  the  painter’s 

his  entire  life  in  Maine  and  died  at  the  age  of  trade.  Desiring  to  try  his  fortune  in  America,  he 

eighty-four  years.  crossed  the  Atlautic  in  1854,  being  the  first  of  his 

In  1866,  Air.  Allen  came  with  his  family  to  family  to  come  to  this  country.  Ho  sailed  from 

Belvidere,  and  purchased  a  farm  in  the  town  of  Christiana,  Norway,  and,  after  a  voyage  of  eleven 

Flora  about  five  miles  from  the  city.  He  there  on-  weeks  and  three  dn3>s,  landed  in  Quebec,  Canada, 

gaged  in  farming  and  dairying  and  introduced  the  whence  he  made  his  way  to  Chicago,  where  lie 

first  Jersey  stock  into  this  section  of  the  country,  spent  one  year  working  at  his  trade.  The  fol- 

In  1886,  however,  he  rented  his  farm  and,  remov-  Iqr—g  year,  lie  came  to  Rockford  and  began  bull¬ 
ing  to  Belvidere,  has  since  lived  a  retired  life.  In  a  painter.  As  he  was  a  good  workman  and 

politics,  he  is*  independent,  ^AVitliin  the  past  two  straightforward  in  business,  he  received  a  liberal 

years,  he  lias  devoted  much  of  his  time  and  atten-  patronage  from  the  beginning,  which  constantly 

tion  to  art  and  has  painted  many  beautiful  pictures  increased  until  be  bad  acquired  a  handsome  com- 

of  landscapes,  flowers,  animals,  etc.  It  is  a  pleas-  |  petenee. 

ant  way  in  which  to  spend  bis  leisure  time  and  bo  Mr.  Bergquist  was  married  in  ibis  city  in  1855, 
thereby  also  furnishes  beautiful  adornment  for  his  to  Miss  Anna  B.  Alork,  who  was  born  in  Smoland, 

home.  Although  he  began  life  in  limited  circnm-  Sweden,  May  26,  1828,  and  is  a  daughter  of  Lnr- 

stances,  he  has  worked  his  way  upward  !and  has  ac-  son  Mork,  a  private  soldier  in  the  regular  Swedish 

quired  a  competence  which  now  enables  him  to  Army,  who  after  some  years  of  active  service,  re¬ 
enjoy  a  well-earned  rest.  tired  on  a  pension  and  died  at  an  advanced  age, 

in  1855.  Ilis  wife  survived  him  until  1857. 

- — - ■ — Tlieir  daughter  came  to  this  country  in  1858,  land¬ 
ing  on  the  2 1st  of  October  i'ii  Boston,  where  she 

0~  SCAR  BERGQUIST,  who  isnow  living  a  re-  made  her  home  for  a  year.  The  vessel  in  which 

|  tired  life  at  his  pleasant  home  on  the  cor-  she  sailed  was  nine  weeks  upon  the  bosom  of  the 

ner  of  Fifth  Street  and  Fourth  Avenue;  in  >  Atlantic,  and  on  the  voyage  sixty  of  its  two  hun- 
Rockford,  is  numbered  among  the  ea,f;ly  settlers  of  died  and  fifty  passengers  died  of  cholera.  Her 

this  city  of  1855.  He  has  witnessed  almost  the  brother,  John  Larson,  had  come  to  the  United 

entire  growth  of  the  place,  and  has  been  pronii-  States  a  few  months  previouB. 

nently  connected  with  its  business  interests.  As  For  tlnrty-seven  years,  Air.  and  Airs.  Bergquist 
he  is  widely  and  favorably  known  in  this  commu-  have  lived  and  labored  together,  and  their  upright 
nity,  we  feel  assured  that  this  record  of  his  life  lives  and  sterling  worth  have  won  them  the  high 

will  prove  of  interest  to  many  of  our  readers.  regard  of  ali  they  have  homo  m  contact.  They 

Air.  Bergquist  was  born  in  Vermlaml,  Sweden,  now  have  a  pleasant  homo  on  Fifth  Street  and 

August  6,  1826,  and  is  a  son  of  Capt,  Carl  Axil  Fourth  Avenue,  and  he  also  owns  one  other  good 
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residence  on  the  same  block.  Mrs.  Bergquist  was 
formerly  a  member  of  the  Lutheran  Church,  but 
now  belongs  to  the  Methodist  Church.  They  were 
parents  of  nine  children,  live  of  whom  died)  in 
early  infancy,  and  C.  Gustave,  William  E.,  Ebba 
J.  and  Ebba  W„  all  died  in  childhood.  \ 


jjkM  RS'-  MINERVA  LEWIS,  relict  of  Alfred 
HI  |\\  Eowis,  who  was  a  successful  tiller  of  the 
ijl  soil  in  Illinois  for  many  years,  was  origin- 
J  ally  from  the  Empire  Stat4  born  Mon¬ 
roe  County,  near  Rochester,  in  1803.  She  is  a  lady 
in  every  sense  of  the  term,  and  one  whose  refined 
presence  and  noble  qualities  of  mind  and  heart 
have  endeared  her  to  a  large  circle  of  friends.  Her 
parents,  Philander  and  Wealthy  (Parks)  Barret, 
were  natives  of  New  England,  and  came  when 
young  married  people  to  Monroe  County,  N.  Y., 
when  the  country  was  wild  and  unsettled.  Mrs. 
Lewis  remembers  that  they  said  they  saw  leeks  six 
inches  high  on  the  16th  of  March.  They  came  in  a 
one-horse  wagon  and  brought  Mrs.  Barret’s  par¬ 
ents  with  them,  Christopher  and  Sarah  (Mansfield) 
Parks,  both  natives  of  New  Hampshire,  where  Mr. 
Parks  had  followed  farming  until  quite  aged. 
They  died  in  New  York  State,  the  father  when 
sixty  years  of  age,  and  the  mother  at  the  very  oii- 


i  but  only  worked  at  this  Seven  years,  when  lie 
;  moved  to  Huron  (now  Erie)  County,  Ohio,  and 
purchased  a  farm  of  oue  hundred  acres  of  prairie 
land.  To  this  he  added  from  time  to  time  until 
at  the  end  of  twelve  years  he  owned  a  section  of 
land.  This  he  then  sold  and  took  in  part  payment 
>  a  small  farm  in  Wisconsin,  near  Clinton,  but  he 
\  located  in  the  northwest  corner  of  Roscoe  Town¬ 
ship  in  1844,  making  a  claim  of  several  hundred 
acres.  He  immediately  went  to  work  improving 
this  and  put  one  hundred  acres  in  wheat.  Many 
of  Mrs.  Lewis’  neighbors’  farms  were  pan  of  this 
claib™,  and  when  Mr.  Lewis  died,  in  1874,  he  owned 
but  forty  acres,  on  whicli  Mrs.  Lewis  is  now  resid¬ 
ing,  aWl  ten  acres  of  timbeAthree  miles  east  of  Ros¬ 
coe.  fie  erected  many  buildings,  and  the  cobble¬ 
stone  libuse  in  which  his  wife  is  now  living  with 
her  daughter,  Mrs.  Helen  Enos,  was  erected  by  him 
in  1)354.  'i  He  was  an  honest,  upright,  worthy  citi¬ 
zen  and  Aas  universally  respeetfed.  His  death  oc¬ 
curred  on  February  14,  1874,  When  sixty-eight 
years  of  agb.  \  , 

Of  the  thirteen  children  born  t>  this  respected 
couple,  eight  died  in  infancy.  Those  who  reached 
mature  years  were  Maj.  Alfred  Lewis,  who  was  born 
in  1828,  married  in  RoscOe  Miss  DiAia  Brown, and 
in  1850  went  tt>  California  during  4c  gold  fever 
excitement,  goihg  overland.  He  remained  in  that 
State  until  1865,  although  he  had  visaed  liis  aged 
parents  in  the  Eitst,  and  then  volunteered  in  the 


usual  age  of  over  four-score,  her  grandmother  liv-  army.  He  served  as  bugler  and  died  the  victim  of 
ing  to  the  age  of  ninety-nine.  She  retained  her  camp  fever,  with  |leven  of  his  comrades.  He  is 
faculties  to  the  last,  and  when  dying  said  to  her  buried  in  Arizona;  The  other  children  are  Hin¬ 


son  Christopher,  “I  am  going,”  immediately  after¬ 
ward  expiring;  the  grandfather  Parks  died  at  the 
age  of  sixty  years.  They  were  the  parents  of  a 
large  family  of  child  rein 
Mrs.  Lewis  is  one  of  fourteen  children,  and  her 
father  died  on  the  farm  lie  had  taken  up  in  New 
York  State  in  1814,  when  forty-four  years  of  age. 
His  wife  survived  him  many  years  and  died  in 
1849,  an  octogenarian.  Mrs.  Lewis  was  married 
January  25,  1827,  in  Monroe  County,  N.  Y.,  on  the 
farm  where  she  was  bom.  Her  husband,  Alfred 


camp  fever,  with  eleven  of  liis  comrades.  He  is 
buried  in  Arizona.  The  other  childreil  are  Min¬ 
erva  Jane,  now  Mrs.  .J.  J.  Mosher,  of  Wbraska; 
Martha  Ann,  now' Mrs.  Kendrick  Scovil),  of  Ne¬ 
braska;  Emily  P.,  Mrs.  Sherwood  Moss,  with  whom 
our  Subject  is  now  Jiving;  and  Helen,  Aow  Mrs. 
Leonard  Enos.  Mr.  Moss  Was  a  cavalryman  and 
served  through  the  entire  war.  ! 

Mrs.  Lewis  has  beeh  a  member  of  the  Baptist 
Church  since  a  young  girl,  and  her  husbalhd,  the 
principal  part  of  his  life,  was  a  Deacon  ip  this 
church.  In  politics,  lie  ivas  an  Abolitionistiand  a  ' 
Republican.  Although  quite  aged,  time  has  dealt 


Lewis,  was  nearly  three  years  younger  than  her-  leniently  witli  Mrs.  lewis,  and  she  bids  fair  to  live 


•  self,  and  was  a  blacksmith  in  his  earlier  days. 
He  learned  liis  trade  when  seventeen  years  of  age, 


many  years  longer.  She  is  an  excellent  laciy  in 
every  respfect,  and  has  passed  her  days  in  following 
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the  precepts  of  the  Golden  Rule,  and  may  the  sun¬ 
set  of  her  life  be  peaceful  and  happy,  as  it  has  every 
prospect  of  being.  This  venerable  lady  has  six¬ 
teen  grandchildren  and  several  great-grandchil¬ 
dren.  Mrs.  Enos  has  three  daughters;  Cora  M,, 
Cicely  W.,  and  Alice  B.,  aged  sixteen,  fourteen 
and  five  years,  respectively.  Miss  Cora  is  a  junior 
in  the  High  School. 


JANIEL  S1LLARS  o\vn(s  and  operates  one 
)  hundred  and  seventy-nine  acres  of  land 
on  section  25,  Harlem  Township,  and  is 
one  of  the  representative  farmers  of  Win¬ 
nebago  County.  He  claims  Scotland  as  his  native 
land,  his  birth  having  occurred  in  Kin  tyre,  Argyle- 
shire,  in  April,  1833.  His  father,  Ducan  Sillers, 
was  born  in  the  same  locality  and  was  reared  to 
agricultural  pursuits.  lie  wedded  Mary  McWill¬ 
iams,  daughter  of  Alexander  McWilliams,  and  unto 
them  were  born  six  children:  Alexander,  Archi¬ 
bald,  Agnes,  Ducan,  Daniel  and  Mary.  Archibald 
resides  in  New  Zealand,  and  the  other  members  of 
the  family  are  now  living  in  America.  The  mother 
died  in  her  native  land  and  there  the  father  re¬ 
mained  until  1854,  when  he  crossed  the  broad 
Atlantic  to  America,  taking  passage  on  bcaid  the 
“John  Hamilton,”  which  sailed  from  Greenwich 
on  the  17th  of  June.  He  was  accompanied  by  three 
of  his  children.  He  landed  at  Quebec  after  a  voy¬ 
age  of  seven  weeks  and  thence  came  directly  to 
Illinois,  settling  in  Guilford  Township,  Winne¬ 
bago  County,  where  he  rented  land  and  engaged 
in  farming.  His  death  Occurred  in  1869. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  spent  the  days  of  his 
boyhood  and  youth  in  the  county  of  his  nativity 
and  acquired  his  education'  in  its  public  schools. 
1-Ie  was  a  young  man  of  twenty-one  years  when,  in 
1854,  he  accompanied  his  father  on  his  emigration 
to  America.  On  locating  in  this  county,  he  com¬ 
menced  life  for  himself,  working  as  a  farm  hand 
by  the  month.  As  the  result  of  his  industry  and 
economy,  he  was  soon  enabled  to  lease  a  farm,  and 
for  thirteen  years  he  operated  rented  land.  Hav¬ 
ing  acquired  some  capital  during  that  time,  he,  in 
1869,  purchased  the  farm  which  he  now  owns  and 


occupies.  Within  its  boundaries  arc  comprised 
one  hundred  and  seventy-nine  acres  of  arable  land. 
His  home,  a  comfortable  residence,  is  in  the  midst 
of  good  outbuildings,  such  as  are  found  on  a  model 
farm,  and  these  in  turn  are  surrounded  by  well- 
tilled  fields,  whoso  neat  appearance  indicates  the 
thrift  and  enterprise  of  the  owner, 

As  a  companion  and  helpmate  on  life’s  journey, 
Mr.  Sillars  chose  Miss  Janet  Andrews,  a  native  of 
Argyleshirc,  Scotland,,  and  a  daughter  of  David 
and  Janet  (ITdwie)  Andrews.  Mrs.  Sillars  came 
to  America  in  1852;  after  living  six  months  in 
Ohio,  she  removed  to  Illinois,  and  located  in  Guil¬ 
ford  Township.  The  parents  are  both  dead.  They 
were  the  parents  of  thirteen  children,  of  whom 
ten  are  still  living,  'Our  subject’s  marriage  was 
celebrated  January  28,  1869,  and  their  union  has 
been  blessed  with  five  children,  two  deceased. 
The  three  daughters  are  Nettie,  Agnes  and  Eliza- 
abetb.  The  parents  and  their  eldest  daughter  are 
members  of  the  Willow  Greek  Presbyterian  Church. 
The  Sillars  household  is  the  abode  of  hospitality 
and  the  members  rank  high  in  social  circles. 


©IIARLES  E.  BENGTKON  is  a  member  of 
the  firm  of  Bengtson  Brothers,  dealers  in 
cigars,  tobacco,  snuff,  sporting  goods,  etc, 
They  have  a  fine  and  well-arranged  store  located 
at  No.  619  Seventh  Street,  where  they  have  been 
engaged  in  business  for  some  time.  They  started 
on  a  small  scale,  but  as  their  trade  increased  they 
have  had  to  enlarge  their  capacity,  and  are  now 
doing  an  extensive  business,  being  wholesale  deal¬ 
ers  in  snuff.  Thoir’a  was  the  first  business  of  the 
kind  started  on  the  famous  “  Phoenix  ”  Street. 
For  five  years,  they  have  carried  on  operations  un¬ 
der  the  title  of  Bengtson  Brothers,  Fred  Bengtson 
being  the  partner  of  our  subject. 

The  Bengtson  family  came  to  Rockford  in  1866. 
Charles  E.  was  born  in  Sweden  on  the  9th  of  Jan¬ 
uary,  1863,  and  was  therefore  quite  small  when 
with  his  parents  lie  crossed  the  Atlantic  to  Amer¬ 
ica,  the  family  coming  on  at  once  to  Rockford. 
The  father,  Andrew  Bengtson,  died  in  this  city 
when  little  past  middle  life.  His  wife  still  makes 
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her  homo  with  her  sons  in  Rockford,  at  the  age 
of  sixty  years.  She  is  a  member  of  the  Swedish 
Lutheran  Church,  to  which  Mr.  Bengtson  also  be¬ 
longed. 

Our  subject  has  spent  almost  his  entire  life  in 
this  city.  He  was  here  reared  to  manhood  and 
acquired  his  education  in  the  public  schools. 
Since  attaining  his  majority,  he  has  voted  with  the 
Republican  party,  of  which  he  is  a  stalwart  sup¬ 
porter,  and  socially  he  is  a  member  of  the  Knights 
of  Pythias  Society  on  the  East  Side.  On  embark¬ 
ing  in  business,  lie  chose  the  enterprise  to  which 
he  yet  devotes  Ins  energies.  The  Bengtson  Broth¬ 
ers  are  wide-awake  and  industrious  young  men, 
ambitious  and  persevering,  and  are  already  win¬ 
ning  a  well-deserved  prosperity.  Their  trade 
yields  them  a  good  income  and  is  constantly  in¬ 
creasing.  In  connection  with  their  other  interests, 
they  also  own  seventeen  furnished  rooms  in  a  llat 
immediately  over  their  store.  They  are  also 
stockholders  in  the  Royal  Sewing  Machine  Com¬ 
pany  in  this  city,  niul  have,  interests  in  other  local 
enterprises,  and  in  real  estate.  Mr.  Bengtson,  who 
has  so  long  resided  in  this  city,  is  well  known, 
and  among  his  wide  circle  of  friends  arc  many 
who  have  been  his  acquaintances  since  boyhood. 


fE  HEM  I  All  CAMPBELL.  This  well-known 
pioneer 


J~]  pioneer  of  Winnebago  County  was  Ldenti 
|  tied  with  its  most  progressive  measures,  and 
I  was  one  of  the  influential  citizens  of  Du¬ 
rand  Township,  lie  was  a  worthy  representative 
of  a  patriotic  and  honored  family,  some  of  whom 
early  founded  homes  in  America.  His  paternal 
ancestors  originated  in  Scotland  and  were  promi¬ 
nent  in  inany  of  the  wars  during  the  early  history 
of  this  country,  one  member  of  the  family  having 
been  a  noted  Captain  in  the  War  of  1812. 

The  parents  of  our  subject,  Samuel  and  Grace 
(Plumb)  Campbell,  were  natives  of  St.  Albans,  Vt., 
where  the  last-named  entered  into  her  final  rest. 
About  1888,  Samuel  Campbell  moved  to  Winne¬ 
bago  County  (whit  I  km'  he  had  boon  preceded  by  a 
son)  and  hero  spent  tiro  twilight  of  his  life,  pass¬ 
ing  away  in  18 •14  at  the  age  of  eighty-two.  His 


sou  Jeremiah  was  born  April  5,  1818,  in  Grand 
Isle,  Vt.,  and  came  to  Illinois  in  188.7,  entering 
one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  Government  land 
and  engaging  in.  clearing  and  cultivating  the 
place. 

The  first  marriage  of  our  subject  united  him 
with  Miss  Lois  B.  Hoyt,  June  30,  1839,  and  one 
child  was  born  of  the  union,  a  son,  Edward,  who 
married  Kate  Smith;  he  resides  in  Durand  To  wn¬ 
ship,  and  is  the  father  of  three  children.  October  19, 
1843,  Jeremiah  Campbell  was  again  married,  choos¬ 
ing  as  his  wife  Miss  Cynthia  E.  Hoyt,  a  sister  Of 
his  first  wife.  This  lady  was  born  in  St.  Albans, 
Vt.,  November  11,  1828,  a  daughter  of  Ilercanand 
Susan  (Franklin)  Hoyt.  Her  grandparents,  Jona¬ 
than  and  Lois  (Bradley)  Hoyt,  were  natives  of 
Connecticut,  and  were  pioneers  of  St.  Albans,  Vt., 
where  they  spent  the  closing  years  of  their  lives. 
Heman  Hoyt  came  to  Winnebago  County  January 
3,  1837,  bis  family  having  arrived  here  the  preced¬ 
ing  October.  He  died  in  this  county  near  the  place 
of  his  first  settlement,  at  the  age  of  seventy-three, 
and  his  wife  died  at  the  same  place  when  fifty-six 
years  old. 

When  Jeremiah  Campbell  left  St.  Albans,  Vt.,he 
went  to  Wayne  County,  N.  Y.,  where  he  remained 
some  time  with  a  sister,  and  after  her  death  ac¬ 
companied  his  brotlier-in-law  to  Michigan.  He 
came  to  Winnebago  County  with  his  father  some 
time  later,  the  journey  being  made  with  a  one- 
horse  wagon.  As  lif/lvad  no  capital,  he  was  obliged 
to  operate  Government  land,  but  as  soon  as  he  had 
accumulated  sufficient  money  he  purchased  a  farm 
and  constantly  increased  his  landed  possessions 
until  he  acquired  a  large  property.  During  the 
early  days  of  his  residence  in  this  county,  'Chicago 
was  the  nearest  market  and  post-office,  and  the  in¬ 
tervening  country  was  sparsely  settled.  Mr.  Camp¬ 
bell  was  a  Republican,  but  not  a  partisan  politician, 
and  bis  place  in  the  esteem  of  his  fellow -men  was 
so  high  that  liis  death,  April  25,  1884,  was  widely 
mourned. 

The  family  of  our  subject  consisted  of  four  chil¬ 
dren:  Romeo  II.,  born  September  15, 1844,  is  married 
and  has  five  children;  Eva  M.,  born  December  21, 
1854,  married  Louis  Goodrich,  aud  they  reside  in 
Nebraska,  One  child  is  deceased.  Frank  B.  was 
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bofh  July  25, 1846.  Ito  was  married  December 
29,  1870,  to  Hiss  Belle  Adams,  who  was  born  in 
Livingston  County,  N.  Y.,  October  31, 1852.  They 
have  thrift  children  living,  as  follows:  Lula  A., 
born  April  11,  1881;  Ralph  E.,  March  2,1885; 
and  Roy,  April  19,  3888.  Tim  mother  of  this 
family,  Mrs.  Cynthia  Campbell,  still  survives 
in  the  enjoyment,  of  good  health,#.'id  makes  her 
home  in  Durand  Township.  The  members  of  the 
family  enjoy  the  respect  of  their  iarge  number  of  , 
acquaintances,  and  their  position  in  the  commu¬ 
nity  is  among  the  best  people. 

***  TILLERSON.  No  one  is  to  be  more 
(if  ]))  comPl’mented  on  the  perfect  method  and 
order  with  which  their  agricultural  affairs 
are  conducted,  than  he  whose  name  is  given  above. 
He  is  a  farmer,  one  of  the  most  successful  ones  of 
tine  county,  and,  although  of;  foreign  birth,  he 
has  ever  taken  fjk  deep  interest  in  the  progress  and 
development  of  his  adopted  country.  Mr.  Tiller- 
son  was  born  near  Yosbergen,  Norway,  on  the  29th 
of  August,  1823,  and  his  father,  Trond  Tillerson, 
who  was  a  carpenter  by  trade,  was  also  a  native  of 
that  country.  The  elder  Mr.  Tillerson  was  married 
in  Norway  to  Miss  Tilda  Tillerson,  and  they  became 
the  parents  of  six  children,  one  daughter  dying  in 
Norway  when  a  small  child.  Three  sons  and  two 
daughters  grew  to  adult  years  and  came  to  Amer¬ 
ica.  In  1848,  two  years  after  our  subject  came  to 
America,  the  parents  crossed  the  ocean  and  died  on 
this  side  of  the  Atlantic,  with  their  son,  Ole  Til¬ 
lerson,  both  when  about  seventy-three  years  of 
age.  All  these  children  are  now  deceased  except 
our  subject. 

After  his  marriage,  which  occurred  in  Norway,  to 
Miss  Martha  Myra  Tillerson,  in  1845,  our  subject, 
With  his  bride,  took  passage  on  a  sailing-vessel  at 
Bergen,  and,  after  an  ocean  voyage  of  forty-six 
days  reached  New  York  City.  From  there  they  went 
to  Milwaukee,  by  river,  canal,  and  the  Lakes,  and 
were  about  two  weeks  in  making  the  trip.  After 
reaching  that  city,  they  went  with  ox-teams  to  their 
present  home,  and  the  following  year  Mr.  Tiller¬ 
son  bought  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  Govr 


eminent  land.  He  had  but  $80  in  money  and  one 
coW,  and,  his  claim  costing  him  $1 60,  he  had  to 
borrow,  paying  fifty  per  cent,  ini  crest,  (Y/o  might 
mention  here  that  the  man  who  charged  this  high 
rate  of  interest  died  in  the  poor-house.)  Mr.  Til¬ 
lerson  erected  a  rude'  log  house  and  resided  in  it 
for  about  two  years,  when  he  was  joined  by  his 
parents,  and  he  and  his  father  bought  forty  neres, 
upon  which  both  resided  for  some  time.  Our  sub¬ 
ject  lost  his  wife  on  the  9th  of  July,  1863.  Their 
union  had  been  blessed  by  the  birth  of  eleven 
children,  five  daughters  and  six  sons.  One  son 
died  in  infancy,  and  in  the  fall  of  1853  they 
buried  two  little  girls,  Carrie  and  Emolino,  both 
dying  inside  of  two  weeks,  of  typhoid  fever. 
There  were  six  persons  prostrated  in  the  house  at 
one  time  with  this  disease. 

On  the  15th  of  September,  1868,  Mr.  Tillerson 
married  Miss  Ghriste  Sleen,  from  Yos,  Norway, 
who  came  over  in  1866,  and  the  fruits  of  this  union 
have  been  nine  children.  They  lost  one  daugh¬ 
ter,  Emma,  a  student  of  Rockford  Seminary  and  a 
very  promising  young  lady.  Her  death  occurred 
on  the  26th  of  January,  1892,  and  she  would  soon 
have  graduated  at  the  Seminary.  She  was  a  young 
lady  Of  more  than  usual  promise,  and  her  sunny, 
pleasant  disposition  won  her  many  friends.  The 
living  children  are  ns  follows:  Ccril,  now  an 
invalid  in  Chicago;  Martin,  Andrew',  Ella,  An¬ 
nie,  Sarah,  Kan ut,  and  Dona,  all  at  home.  Mr. 
Tillerson  has  eight  children  living  by  his  first  wife: 
Henry,  a  hardware  merchant  of  Chicago;  Tilda,  in 
Chicago;  Thomas  N.  runs  a  stock  ranch  in  New 
Mexico;  Lewis  is  a  merchant  in  Dakota;  Martha 
married  Mr.  0.  Olonson,  a  painter  of  Chicago; 
Ellis  owns  a  slieop  ranch  in  Dakota;  Betsy  is  in 
Chicago;  and  Frank,  ft  carpenter  of  Chicago.  All 
but  Frank  are  married  and  doing  well  in  business. 

Mr.  Tillerson  has  now  four  hundred  and  forty 
acres  of  land  and  forty  acres  of  second-growth  tim¬ 
ber.  He  raises  all  the  email  kinds  of  grain;  raises  or¬ 
dinary  stock,  and  milks  from  twenty-five  to  thirty- 
five  cows,  sending  the  milk  and  cream  to  the  fac¬ 
tory.  Mr.  Tillerson  has  always  voted  the  Republican 
ticket,  and  was  elected  Supervisor,  but  did  not 
qualify.  He  lias  been  administrator  for  estates 
reaching  many  thousands  of  dollars,  and  guardian 
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for  six  minors  in  one  estate  and  two  in  another. 

He  is  highly  esteemed  in  the  community,  and  his 
honesty  and  uprightness  arc  unquestioned.  Honor¬ 
able  and  upright  in  all  his  dealing,  he  has  been  en¬ 
trusted  with  the  finances  Of  several  estates,  and  is 
in  every  way  worthy  of  the  trust  reposed  in  him. 

He  and  Mrs.  Tillerson  and  their  children  are  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Norwegian  Lutheran  Church,  and  are 
the  founders  of  this  church  in  the  northern  part  of 
the  township.  Although  they  brought  but  little  of 
this  world's  goods  to  this  country,  they  respect  the 
word  of  God  and  place  their  faith  and  trust  in 
God,  and  have  become  prosperous  and  happy.  Mrs. 
Tillerson 's  aged  mother,  now  seventy-three  years 
Of  age,  has  been  with  Ivor  on  a  visit  since  June, 
1891,  and,  as  much  as  she  loves  her  daughter,  her 
only  child,  and  her  grandchildren,  she  sighs  and 
longs  for  her  mountain  home  in  Norway.  j 

Although  Mrs.  Tillerson  is  not  what  one  would 
call  an  educated  lady,  she  is  still  more  intelligent 
than  many  college-bred  ladies,  and  lias  taught  her 
children  the  Norwegian  tongue,  besides  instruct¬ 
ing  them  in  many  other  useful  ways.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Tillerson ’s  greatest  and  most  earnest  wish  is 
that  their  children  will  always  respect  the  word  of 
God,  and  be  considerate  of  the  poor  and  suffer¬ 
ing,  While  the  early  death  of  their  daughter  was 
a  sad  blow,  and  a  trouble  that  seems  hard,  very 
hard,  to  bear,  they  still  think  that  the  cloud  has  its 
silver  lining,  and  that  “a  good  God  reigns  over 
ail.”  Her  funeral  was  one  long  to  be  remembered 
on  account  of  the  large  concourse  of  friends  who 
paid  their  last  respects  to  the  dear  departed  one. 

ell AllLES  MAYER.  Among  the  prosperous 
.  citizens  of  Rockford,  who  have  here  nocu- 
'  mulcted  a  goodly  fortune,  may  be  men¬ 
tioned  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  He  was  born  on 
the  river  Rhine,  at  Niorstein,  Hesse-Darmstadt, 
March  8,  1861.  In  his  native  land  lie  grew  to  man¬ 
hood,  and,  when  eighteen  years  old,  in  1869,  en¬ 
listed  in  the  Hessian  Pioneor  Company,  Ninth 
Army  Corps,  his  division  general  being  Prince  Lud¬ 
wig,  now  Grand  Duke  of  Hesse-Darmstadt.  He 
served  throughout  the  Fran  co-Prussian  War,  and 
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was  honorably  discharged,  January  6, 1872,  as  Cor¬ 
poral  of  his  company.  Mr.  Mayer  participated  in 
the  battle  of  Carzellio,  August  14,  1870,  and  four 
days  afterward  took  part  in  the  battle  of  Grave- 
lotte,  the  greatest  engagement  of  that  well-known 
war.  He  was  also  present  at  Metz,  Orleans,  Sou  tit 
of  Paris,  and  Le  Mans,  including  several  minor  en¬ 
gagements,  making  fourteen  in  all.  He  was  par¬ 
ticularly  fortunate,  for  he  was  neither^  wounded 
nor  taken  prisoner,  and  was  always  on  duty.  For 
four  months  he  served  as  advance  guard,  and  is 
justly  proud  of  liis  military  record,  having  served 
his  country  with  fidelity  and  valor. 

At.  the  close  of  the  war,  Mr.  Mayer  returned  to 
his  home,  and  at  once  commenced  making  prepar¬ 
ations  to  emigrate  to  America.  March  10,  1872, 
he  left  his  home  and  took  passage  from  Hamburg  on 
the  steamer  “Ilarmonia,”  Capt.  Meyer  command¬ 
ing,  and  landed  in  New  York  City  on  the  28th  of 
March,  after  a  voyage  of  eighteen  days.  Two  sis¬ 
ters  and  two  brothers  had  preceded  him  to  the 
United  States.  The  younger  brother,  Ferdinand, 
lives  in  Wisconsin  and  is  a  grain-buyer;  Albert  is 
a  barber  in  Rockford;  a  sister,  Mrs.  Baumgartner, 
is  the  wife  of  a  baker  of  New  York  City.  The 
father  of  this  family,  Cornelius  Mayer,  was  a 
miller  and  wine-maker  on  the  Rhine,  and  died  in 
his  native  place  when  forty-six  years  old. 

The  grandfather  of  our  subject,  Jacob  Mayer, 
served  under  the  first  Napoleon,  and  .participated 
in  the  battles  of  Leipsic  and  Austerlitz,  as 
wel,\  as  othCr  prominent  places.  He  died  in  the 
’4o|wUen  qu’te  full  of  years.  He  had  married  a 
Alis^  -^ier,  whose  brother  Henry  fought  with 
Napoleon  at  the  battle  of  Moscow  and  in  other  en¬ 
gagements.  The  mother  of  our  subject,  who  was 
formerly  Miss  Eva  Schmitt,  was  born,  reared,  and 
passed  her  entire  life  in  Hesse-Darmstadt,  dying  in 
1859,  at  the  age  of  forty-four.  In  her  religion 
she  was  a  Catholic,  while  her  husband  was  a  Pro¬ 
testant.  The  maternal  grandfather  of  our  sub¬ 
ject,  Jacob  Schmitt,  was  a  member  of  the  Hessian 
parliament  for  years,  and  was  a  prominent  citizen 
of  Nierstein. 

When  Mr.  Mayer  came  to  Rockford  in  1878,  lie 
had  only  $6.50,  but  by  prudence  and  energy  has 
become  well-to-do.  He  is  the  owner  of  a  fine  prop- 
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erty  of  two  acres,  with  two  houses,  his  business 
property,  a  valuable  lot  at  No.  108  East  btate 
Street,  and  a  two-story  residence  at  No.  7P2| 
Elm  {street.  The  business  in  which  he  is  success¬ 
fully  engaged  is  that  of  e  wholesale  dealer  in  beer 
and  a  retail  bottler  of  the  same,  at  Nos.  1310  and 
1312  Charles  Street.  He  is  a  stockholder  in  the  Mer¬ 
chants’  and  Manufacturers’  Bank,  the  Nelson  Hotel, 
and  the  Rockford  driving  Park. 

The  lady  who  became  the  wife  of  our  subject  in 
Rockford  was  Louisa  Strieker,  a  native  of  Wur- 
temberg,  who  accompanied  her  parents  to  the 
United  States  and  settled  in  Belvidore.  Her  father 
died  in  1872,  when  sixty-eight  years  old;  his  wife 
died  January  9,  1881,  in  her  seventy-first  year. 
They  were  members  of  the  Lutheran  Church.  Mrs. 
Mayer  is  a  loving  wife,  and  devoted  to  her  three  j 
children:  Carl  II.,  Amelia  IE,  and  Harry  (I.  So¬ 
cially,  Mr.  Mayer  is  identified  with  the  inde¬ 
pendent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows.  For  the  past 
seven  years  he  has  served  as  President  of  the 
Rockford  Germania  Singing  Society.  He  is  a  pub¬ 
lic-spirited  man,  always  interested  in  the  rvelfaro 
of  the  city,  and  contributes  liberally  to  the  poor 
and  needy. 


e  LAUS  H.  ANDERSON  is  engaged  in  general 
farming  on  section  9,  Cherry  Valley  Town¬ 
ship,  where  lie  operates  three  hundred  and 
sixty-five  acres  of  good  land.  Throughout  his  en¬ 
tire  life,  he  has  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits. 
He  claims  Sweden  as  his  native  land,  his  birth 
having  occurred  on  the  7th  of  July,  1851.  Men¬ 
tion  is  made  of  his  family  in  the  sketch  of  A.  J. 
Anderson  on  another  page  of  this  work.  The  days 
of  bis  boyhood  and  youth  were  spent  in  tlve  land 
of  his  nativity,  no  event  of  special  importance  oc¬ 
curring  during  that  time.  In  1875,  he  came  with 
his  parents  to  this  country.  They  sailed  from  Got- 
tenburg  to  Liverpool,  England,  whence  they 
crossed  the  Atlantic  to  Boston,  Mass.,  and  thence 
came  to  Rockford,  where  the  father  and  step¬ 
mother  of  our  subject  are  now  living,  both  being 
well  advanced  in  years. 


Mr.  Anderson,  of  this  sketch,  since  locating  in 
this  county,  some  seventeen  years  ago,  has  followed 
farming.  For  eleven  years,  he  was  engaged  in  that 
pursuit  in  New  Milford  Township  and  is  now  a 
leading  agriculturist  of  Cherry  Valley  Township. 
He  has  been  quite  successful  in  his  business  career 
and  lias  steadily  worked  his  way  upward,  overcom¬ 
ing  the  obstacles  in  his  path,  until  ho  is  now  well- 
to-do.  He  may  well  be  termed  a  self-made  man, 
for  his  prosperity  is  the  result  of  Ids  own  efforts, 
good  management  and  close  application  to  business. 

Mr.  Anderson  was  married  in  the  c.ty  of  Rock¬ 
ford,  the  lady  of  his  choice  being  Miss  Mary  Farb, 
who  was  born  in  Smoland,  Sweden,  in  1853,  and 
came  to  this  country  when  a  maiden  of  about  six¬ 
teen  summers.  She  took  up  her  residence  in  Rock¬ 
ford,  and  her  parents  afterward  crossed  the  Atlan¬ 
tic,  becoming  residents  of  Winnebago  County. 
They  purchased  a  farm  in  Rockford  Township, 
where  they  are  now  living,  both  being  well  ad¬ 
vanced  in  years.  Mr.  Farb  lmd  served  in  the 
|  standing  army  of  Sweden  a  good  many  years  before 
lie  came  to  America. 

The  union  of  Mr.  Anderson  and  Mias  Farb  has 
been  blessed  with  five  children,  and  the  family  cir¬ 
cle  yet  remains  unbroken.  They  are  as  follows: 
Alma  J., Edward  IE,  Charles  G.,  Otto  H.  and  Edna 
J.  The  parents  are  both  members  of  the  First  Lu¬ 
theran  Church  of  Rockford  and  are  entorpi ising 
and  industrious  citizens,  well  and  favorably  known 
in  this  community,  They  take  an  active  interest 
in  all  that  pertains  to  the  general  welfare  and  the 
j  upbuilding  of  the  county.  In  polities, Mr,  A nder- 
i  son  is  a  Republican  but  has  never  sought  or  desired 
I  official  preferment. 

U!  rJLLJAM  NELSON.  If  in  the.  city  of 
Rockford  there  is  one  business  more  suc- 
j  \5 WJ  cessful  than  all  others,  and  attracting 
wider  notices  from  other  cities,  it  is  the  Nelson 
|  Knitting  Company,  of  which  the  subject  of  this 
|  sketch  is  Director,  and  Superintendent  of  the  Ma¬ 
chine  Department.  The  company  furnishes  steady 
employment  to  five  hundred  persons,  and  such  is 
the  demand  for  their  goods  that  the  full  capacity 
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of  the  plant  is  run  night  and  day.  The  five  thou¬ 
sand  dozen  pair  of  hose,  which  is  the  dnily  aver¬ 
age,  find  a  ready  sale  in  every  part  of  the  United 
States,  and  have  a  reputation  which  is  excelled 
by  the  products  of  no  other  manufactory. 

This  enterprise,  which  has  been  steadily  and 
rapidly  increasing  in  magnitude  since  1870,  is 
the  outgrowth  of  the  genius  of  the  inventor, 
John  Nelson  (of  whom  see  biography),  the  father 
of  our  subject.  With  reference  to  the  Nelson 
Knitting  Machines,  it  may  be  truthfully  said,  that,  no 
invention  of  the  kind  equals  them.  In  addition  to 
his  interests  in  this  manufactory,  Mr.  Nelson  is  a 
Director  in  the  Rockford  Folding  Bed  Manufactur¬ 
ing  Company,  and  in  the  M  ami  fac  torero'  National 
Bank.  1.1c  is  also  Vice-president  of  the  Forest  City 
Knitting  Company,  another  prominent  factory,  lo¬ 
cated  on  the  cast  side  of  the  Rock  River  and 
employing  about  three  hundred  men.  This  is  a 
successful  industry  and  a  valuable  acquisition  to 
the  inarm  factories  of  Rockford. 

Among  the  noteworthy  additions  to  the  city 
of  Rockford,  and  one  which  is  looked  upon  with 
special  pride  by  the  people,  is  the  elegant  new 
hotel,  containing  five  hundred  rooms,  erected  in 
a  modern  style  of  architecture  and  complete  in 
every  appointment.  The  house,  which  is  called 
the  Nelson  House,  in  honor  of  its  chief  promoter, 
is  unexcelled  by  any  other  hotel  in  the  Slate  out¬ 
side  of  Chicago,  and  is  probably  one  of  the  best 
throughout  the  entire  Northwest. 

These  and  other  enterprises,  including  lauded 
additions  to  the  city  and  their  improvement, 
have  received  the  hearty  support  and  active  en¬ 
couragement  of  Mr.  Nelson,  besides  his  financial 
assistance.  The  shrewd  and  careful  way  in  which 
lie  has  conducted  his  business  affairs  proves  him 
to  be  a  man  of  much  natural  tact  and  ability,  and 
he  is  likewise  the  inheritor  of  some  of  his  father's 
mechanical  ingenuRy,  which  enables  him  to  con¬ 
duct,  and  manage  the  great  machinery  developed 
by  his  father.  A  stranger  is  impressed  with  the 
accuracy  and  perfection  of  the  complicated  ma¬ 
chines,  as  well  as  by  the  skill  which  oversees  and 
guides  the  whole. 

William  Nelson  was  born  in  Rockford,  October 
29  1867.  lie  received  his  education  in  the  com¬ 


mon  schools  and  made  the  best  use  of  his  advan¬ 
tages  in  that  direction.  Not  many  years  ago,  he  * 
returned  to  his  father’s  native  land,  Sweden,  and 
there  took  for  a  wife  one  of  the  fair  daughters  Of 
that  country,  Miss  CHeva  Olson,  who  was  born 
and  reared  there.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Nelson  have  a 
beautiful  home  in  the  best  residence  portion  of 
Rockford,  and  with  their  two  children,  Louisa 
and  Elsie,  are  surrounded  by  all  the  comforts 
which  increase  the  pleasures  of  life. 

Being  of  a  social  nature,  Mr.  Nelson  has  taken 
especial  interest  in  the  order  of  Masonry  and  is  a 
Royal  Arch  Mason;  a  member  of  the  Knights,, 
Templar,  or  Commandery  Degree,  of  this  city;  the 
Scottish  Rites  Consistory,  Of  Freeport,  Ill.,  and  the 
Shrine  of  Chicago,  making  him  a  Thirty-second 
Degree  member  of  the  order. 


WILLIAM  J.  CON.  On  a  fertile  and  well- 
Ilf  developed  farm,  consisting  of  one  hun- 
Wsfj  dred  and  sixty-five  acres  on  section  15, 
Burritt  Township,  Winnebago  County,  Mr.  Cox 
pursues  the  even  tenor  of  his  way,  gaining  the 
good-will  of  his  fellows  and  winning  maintenance 
from  the  soil.  He  was  born  in  New  Jersfay,  March 
16,  1843,  and  is  the  son  of  William  Cox,  a  native 
of  Hampshire,  England,  where  the  grandparents  of 
our  subject  spent  their  entire  lives. 

William  Cox  was  reared  and  married  in  Eng¬ 
land,  setting  sail  from  Liverpool  with  bis  young 
bride  November  8,  1841,  and  landing  in  New 
York  December  24,  of  that  year.  They  made  their 
horns-,  in  Now  Jersey  for  five  years,  at  the  end  of 
which  time  the  father  of  our  subject  removed  to 
Genesee  County,  N.  Y.,  and  in  1851  came  by  way 
of  the  Lakes  to  Chicago,  thence  b.y  team  to  Rock¬ 
ford,  in  which  city  he  lived  for  a  few  months.  He 
later  came  to  Burritt  Township,  where  he  pur¬ 
chased  forty  acres  on  section  14,  only  six  of  which 
were  broken.  Mr*  Cox  soon  entered  forty  acres 
more  from  the  Government  and  again  added  to  his 
estate  eighty  acres,  upon  which  he  resided  until 
1876,  when  he  moved  into  the  city  of  Rockford 
and  departed  this  life  April  10,  1891. 

November  8,  1841,  the  parents  of  our  subject 
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were  married  in  England,- the  mother  being  Ann, 
Radford,  daughter  of  James  Radford.  Her  father 
came  to  the  New  World  and  lived  with  his  chil¬ 
dren  until  his  decease.  The  mother  of  our  subject 
still  resides  in  Rockford  and  has  reared  the  follow¬ 
ing  ten  children:  William  J.,  Mary  A.,  Alfred, 
Charles,  Maria,  Alonzo,  Carrie,  Frank,  Joseph  and 
Vern.  Alfred  served  during  the  late  war  as  a 
member  of  the  Twelfth  Illinois  Cavalry  and  died 
in  the  service.  5 

Our  subject  was  nine  years  of  age  when  he  ac¬ 
companied  his  parents  on  their  removal  to  the 
Prairie  State  and  here  he  assisted  his  father  in  de¬ 
veloping  a  new  farm  until  reaching  his  twenty- 
second  year.  During  that  time,  however,  ho  had 
become  the  owner  of  eighty  acres  which  are  included 
in  his  pr<§e;|t  farm  and  to  which  he  has  since  added 
until  his  estate  comprises  one  hundred  and  sixty- 
dve  acres.  It  is  well  improved  *ath  good  build¬ 
ings,  and  besides  that  tract  Mr.  Cox  owns  con¬ 
siderable  timber  land. 

The  date  which  united  the  fortunes  of  Miss 
Annie  Smith  to  those  of  our  subject  was  March  16, 
1870.  The  lady  was  born  November  23,  1845,  in 
•  Bedfordshire,  England,  where  her  father,  James 
Smith,  the  son  of  Mark  and  Elizabeth  Sjnlth,  was 
born.  The  father  was  married  in  Bedfordshire  to 
a  lady  who  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Elizabeth 
Bettle,  a  (laughter  of  William  Bettle.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Smith  bad  the  following  children:  William,  Mark, 
Susan,  Thomas,  George,  Sarah,  Alfred,  James,  Eliz-  ' 
abeth,  ahd  Mm.  Cox.  The  latter,  together  with 
William  and  Mark,  are  the  only  members  of  the 
family  who  came  to  America.  Our  subject  and  his 
wife  have  one  son,  William  G. 


GEORGE  R.  ATKINSON,  a  well-known 
merchant  tailor  in  Rockford,  has  his  fine 
parlors  located  over  the  Golden  Eagle 
Clothing  Store,  on  the  corner  of  West  State  and 
North  Main  Streets.  He  has  been  engaged  in 
this  branch  of  work  since  January  1,  1871,  and 
docs  the  most  extensive  trade  in  the  city,  giving 
employment  to  from  eighteen  to- twenty  men.  Mr. 
Atkinson  came  to  this  city  September  10,  1864, 


When  he  engaged  to  work  for  David  Wallock  A 
Co.,  who  are  retired  business  men,  now  residing  in 
Chicago:  Out  subject  noted  as  cutter*  for  that 
company  for  seven  years,  and  during  the  last  two 
seasons  of  his  service  received  the  largest  salary 
ever  paid  to  a  cutter  in  the  Western  country. 

As  before  stated,  in  1871  our  subject  launched 
out  in  the  merchant  tailoring  business  oh  his  own 
account,  and  beside  numbering  among  his  cus¬ 
tomers  the  best  citizens  of  Rockford,  he  receives 
orders  for  work  in  the  different  States  from  Maine 
to  California,  which  fact  in  itself  indicates  his/ 
ability  as  a  skilled  workman  and  business  man: 
GcorgC  R.  Atkinson  was  born  in  Cumberland 
County,  in  the  North  of  England,  September  19, 
1835,  and  was  a  lad  of  eleven  years  when  he  was 
bound  out  as  a  tailor’s  apprentice  until  reaching 
his  majority.  When  seventeen  years  of  age,  how¬ 
ever,  he  decided  to  leave  his  master,  and  his 
mother  borrowing  the  money  to  pay  his  passage  to 
the  United  States,  he,  in  September,  1853,  boarded 
a  sailer  at  Liverpool,  which  landed  him  in  the  city 
of  New  York  six  weeks  later,  whore  he  engaged 
to  work  at  his  trade.  He  was  the  eldest  of  three 
children  born  to  his  parents,  and  is  the  only  mem¬ 
ber  who  makes  his  home  in  America.  His  fathC>, 
Joseph  Atkinson,  was  a  wool- weaver  by  tra/jle, 
and  died  in  the  prime  of  life,  when  our  subject 
was  three  years  of  age.  His  wife,  who  Survived 
him  a  number  of  years,  died  at  the  old  home  in 
Cumberland,  England,  in  July,  1881.  She  was  a, 
very  estimable  lady  and  an  active  worker  in  the 
Dissenters’  Church.  Mary  A.,  the  only  sister  of 
our  subject,  died  when  only  three  weeks  old,  aitd 
his  brother  Thomas,  who  is  one  of  the  four  oldest 
engineers  on  the  London  A  Northwestern  Rail¬ 
road  in  England,  will  soon  receive  a  pension  from 
the  company  which  he  has  served  so  many  years 
with  never  an  accident. 

The  lady  to  whom  our  subject  was  tnarried  in 
Boston  j  Mass.,  was  Miss  Julia  A.,  daughter  of  Col. 
J.  C.  Harper,  who  was  a  well-known  and  promi¬ 
nent  Mason  in  Wilson,  Franklin  County,  Me., 
where  he  was  bbrn.  Mrs.  Atkinson  Was  only  two 
years  of  age  when  her  mother  died,  and  When 
ready  to  enter  school  received  an  excellent  educa¬ 
tion,  and  is  now  one  of  the  intelligent  and  cul- 
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tured  ladies  of  Rockford.  She  has  become  the 
mother  of  two  children,  George  and  Julia,  who 
are  both  deceased. 

Mr.  Atkinson,  of  this  sketch,  is  prominent  in 
Masonic  circles,  having  taken  the  Thirty-second 
Degree.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  Shrine  of  Me¬ 
dina  Temple  in  Chicago,  is  connected  with  the 
Scottish  Rites  Of  Freeport,  also  with  the  Crusaders’ 
Commandcry  No.  17,  Winnebago  Chapter  No.  24, 
and  Blue  Lodge  Eastern  Star  No,  116.  He  is  also 
connected  with  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd 
Fellows,  in  which  order  he  holds  a  high  place. 


JOHN  S.  BATE  has  been  identified  with  the 
interests  of  Rockford  for  the  past  six  years, 
where  he  is  carrying  on  his  trade  of  carpen¬ 
ter  and  contractor.  He  makes  his  home  at 
No.  100 1  Ashland  Avenue,  where  he  owns  valua¬ 
ble  proporty  and  has  ercctod  a  comfortable  resi¬ 
dence.  He  came  to  this  section  from  Cherokee 
County,  Iowa,  where  he  had  been  engaged  as  a 
farmer  for  four  years, 

The  original  of  this  sketch  was  born  in  Wayne 
County,  Pa.,  April  27,  1853,  and  was  there  reared 
to  man’s  estate.  His  father,  Robert  Bate,  was  born 
in  Cornwall  County,  England,  where,  on  attaining 
manhood,  he  followed  the  occupation  of  a  farmer. 
He  was  married  in  his  native  country  to  Miss  Pru¬ 
dence  Arthur,  who  was  also  born  in  the  same 
county  as  was  her  husband,  and  who  accompanied 
him  soon  after  their  union  to  the  United  States 
in  the  latter  part  of  the  ’30s.  They  arrived  in 
New  ■  Jfork  City  after  a  tedious  voyage  of  seven 
weeks,  and  going  at  onco  to  Pennsylvania  located 
on  a  farm  in  Wayne  County,  where  the  father  is 
still  living,  being  in  his  sixty-eighth  year.  His 
wife  departed  this  life  in  1866,  leaving  a  family  of 
ten  children,  of  whom  our  subject  is  the  sixth  in 
order  of  birth,  and  the  only  one  who  makes  his 
home  in  Illinois.  The  parents  of,  our  subject,  who 
were  Episcopalians  in  religion,  wero  known  and  re¬ 
spected  for  the  honesty  and  sincerity  of  their  char¬ 
acter,  and  possessed  tine  friendship  of  the  best  cit- 
i*ens  in  their  community.  ij 

Young  Batu,  of  this  sketch,  came  to  Illinois  in 


1876,  and  was  later  married  to  Miss  Lucretia  Kapp, 
who  was  born  and  reared  in  Burritt  Township,  Win¬ 
nebago  County.  She  was  the  daughter  of  Ashley 
Kapp,  a  well-to-do  farmer  of  the  above-named 
township,  and  departed  this  life  atf  her  home  in 
the  city  of  Rockford,  July  16,  189(p.  She  was  a 
devoted  member  of  the  Baptist  Clutch,  and  leftat 
her  decease  one  child,  Robert  Ashley,  A  daughter, 
Lucretia  L ,  died  wlven  fourteen  months  old. 

The  lady  whom  Mr.  Bate  chose  as  his  second 
wife  was  Anna  A.  B.  Seegert,  who  was  born  in  Chi¬ 
cago,  July  2,  1870.  Her  early  life  was  passed  in 
the  Garden  City,  where  she  received  an  excellent 
education  in  the  public  schools.  Her  father,  Mor¬ 
ris  Seegert,  was  a  native  of  Meehienburg,  Ger¬ 
man  v,  and  came  to  America  in  the  ’50s.  He  is 
at  present  living  in  Chicago,  where  be  is  a  retired 
boot  and  shoe  merchant.  His  wife  was  also  a  na¬ 
tive  of  the  Fatherland,  and  was  about  twenty-one 
years  of  age  when  she  came  to  this  country,  being 
ithe  first  of  her  family  to  make  her  home  in  the 
iiew  World.  She  was  a  working  member  of  the 
Congregational  Church,  and  reared  a  family  of 
seven  children.  Mr.  Bate  stands  well  with  his  fel¬ 
low-citizens,  and  is  a  sound  Republican  in  politics. 
With  his  wife,  he  is  connected  with  the  Baptist 
Church,  of  which  he  has  been  a  member  for  fifteen 
years,  and  a  Deacon  for  the  past  two  years. 

- =  . * 

JOHN  Z.  RYDBERG.  The  varied  experiences 
which  have  fallen  to  the  lot  of  this  promi¬ 
nent  citizen  of  Rockford  entitles  him  to  more 
than  passing  notice.  As  a  sailor  before  the 
mast,  and,  in  later  life,  a  soldier  in  defense  of  the 
Stars  and  Stripes,  he  gained  a  wide  knowledge.  Of 
of  men  and  things,  which  makes  him  a  pleasant 
companion  and  entertaining  conversationalist.  A 
Swede  by  birth  and  parentage,  he  is  nevertheless 
intensely  American  in  his  ideas,  and  has  chcyished 
a  fond  affection  for  the  flag  of  our  country  since, 
when  a  boy  of  ten,  he  first  saw  it  at  his  home  in 
Gottenburg. 

Mr.  Rydberg  was  horn  in  Sweden,  September 
22,  1833.  He  emigrated  to  the  United  States  in 
1862,  and  was  a  sailor  on  a  merchant  vessel  out  of 


the  port  or  Boston,  from  which  oity  the  ship  failed 
on  the  witters  of  the  Atlantic  and  through  the 
Southern  Ocean,  passing  the  equator  four  times  and 
touching  the  South  American  ports.  In  the 
course,,  of  the  voyage,  Mr.  Rydberg  also  sailed 
on  the  Mediterranean  Se*  and  anchored  at 
Palermo,  Sicily*  besides  other  ports.  At  the  re¬ 
quest  of  his  mother,  he  withdrew  from  the  marine 
service  after  being  thus  engaged  two  or  three 
years,  and  coming  to  the  States  located  in  Chicago, 

where  he  remained  for  a  short  time, 

\  Coming  to  Rockford  ju  1857,  Mr.  Rydberg  has 
since  made  this  cityhis  home.  When  the  Rebellion, 
broke  out,  he  enlisted  in  the  Seventy-fourth  Illinois 
Infantry,  as  a  member  of  Compahy  K,  and  in  the 
fall  of  1832  accompaniedhis  regiment  to  the  Army 
of  the  Cumberland,  Sheridan’s  Division,  Fourth 
Army  Corps.  He  participated  ini  jH\ftbattfes  of 
PerryviUe,  Ky.}  Stone  River,  Missionary 
Resaca,  Buzzard's  Roost,  and  other  engage* 

ments.  At  New  Hope  Church,  ho  was  wounded  in 
the  right  ankle  from  the  bursting  of  a  shell,  and 
was  saved  from  what  would  have  been  a  fatal 
wound  by  his  ammunition  box,  which  stayed  the 
enemy’s  ball.  Enlisting  as  a  private,  he  was  pro¬ 
moted  to  Corporal,  in  which  capacity  he  was  dis¬ 
charged  at  Nashville,  Tenn,  in  the  fall  of  1865,  ; 
after  three  years’  service. 

Returning  to  •  Rockford,  Mr.  Rydberg  has  since 
been  connected  with  the  progress  of  this  city  and 
has  been  identified  with  its  foremost  intorests.  He 
has  served  for  some  time  as  City  and  Town  Col¬ 
lector,  and  is  now  Notary  Public,  besides  which  he 
holds  the  position  of  Secretary  of  the  Swedish 
Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Company.  In  politics,  lie 
is  a  Republican.  For  some  years,  he  has  served  as 
Deacon  in  the  Swedish  Lutheran  Church  and  is  at 
present  Superintendent  of  the  Sunday-school. 

In  Chicago  our  subject  was  married  to  Miss  Ma¬ 
tilda  Blom,  a  native  of  Sweden,  who  accompanied 
her  parents  to  the' United  States  in  1853  and  with 
them  settled  in  Chicago.  Her  father,  who  was  a  life 
guard  to  King  Charles  Oscar,  died  in  Chicago,  when 
more  than  fifty  years  old,  and  her  mother  also 
passed  away  in  that  city.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rydberg 
have  had  eight  children,  three  of  whom  are  de¬ 
ceased*  namely:  Lydia,  Charlotte  and  Benjamin. 


Charles,  who  married  Laura  Nelson,of  Rockford, 
reside*  in  Chicago  ;  01ive  is  the  wife  t>f  Paul  Bat- 
tenstron,  a  business  man  of  Chicago ;  Emma  mar¬ 
ried  L.  W.  Keil,  a  jeweler  of  East  State  Street, 
Rockford;  Josepl»,CwIo  reside  at  home, is  an 
engraver  in  a  silycrp’Ate  company;  and  Ebon  is 
clerking  for  his  brother-in-law  in  Chicago^ 


SRfc  QBERT  H.  FARRANT.  A  farm  of  moder- 
ikr  ate  extont>  but  well-improved  and  man- 
aged,  and  located  in  Roecoe  Township, 
Winnebago  County,  is  the  home  of  the 
subject  of  this  notice.  The  estate  is  supplied  with 
a  full  line  of  well-built  edifices,  which  afford  ade¬ 
quate  shelter  for  stock,  and  pierage  for  the  products 
which  are  yielded  by  the  land,  dr  manufactured 
upon  it.  The  owner  of  this  comfortable  home  is 
of  English  lineage  and  birth,  his  parents  being 
William  and  Caroline  (Hutchings)  Farrant,  wealthy 
fanners  in  England*  the  former  of  whom  died  when 
our  subject  was  an  infant  of  three  months. 

He  of  whom  we  write  was  born  in  Devonshire, 
England,  September  29, 1822,  and  is  the  youngest 
of  seven  children  born  to  his  parents.  The  eldest 
son,  Mark,  died  when  young;  the  next  son  was  Will¬ 
iam,  the  heir  to  his  father's  vast  estate.  Mrs.  William 
Farrant  died  in  her  native  land  in  1864,  at  the  ad- 
vancedago  of  ninety-six  years.  Robert  H.,  of  this 
sketch,  left  home  when  ten  years  of  age,  and  went 
to  Dublin  witEi  a  brother-in-law  to  attend  school, 
and  there  learned  the  upholsterer’s  trade.  In  the 
spring  of  1839,  he  embarked  on  a  sailing-vessel, 
“The  New  York,”  from  Liverpool,  and  aftor  a  pleas¬ 
ant  voyage  of  thirty  days,  landed  on  the  American 
shore,  in  company  with  his  brother-in-law,  Robert 
Conner. 

The  original  of  this  sketch  made  his  home  in 
Salem,  Mass.,  for  some  twelve  years,  where  he  was 
engaged  at  his  trade,  and  in  1854  came  West  to 
GalHpolis,  Ohio.  In  December  of  1863,  he  was 
married  in  Janesville,  Wis.,  to  Miss  Almira,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Daniel  Goldthwait,  whose  birth  occurred  in 
Danvers,  Essex  County,  Mass.,  and  who  was  a  potter 
by  trade,  which  was  the  calling  of  his  father  before 
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him.  The  family  tnjice  their  ancestry  back  four 
generations,  to  John,  Daniel  and  David  Goidth- 
wait,  who  came  to  this  country  in  an  early  day. 
The  father  of  Mrs.  Farrant  emigrated  to  Cleveland, 
Ohio,  m  1834,  but  soon  returned  to  .his  native 
State,  where  his  decease  occurred  at  sixty-four 
years  of  age.  He  was  followed  to  the  letter  land 
fourteen  years  later  by  his  good  wife,  who  bore  the 
maiden  name  of  Susan  Curtis. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Farrant  has  been  born  one  son, 
his  natal  day  being  March  12,  1866.  They  located 
in  Roscoe  Township,  this  county,  in  May  of  that 
year,  where  they  purchased  sixty  acres  of  improved 
farm  land,  to  which  they  have  since  added  seventy 
acres.  The  former  tract  was  purchased  from  Will¬ 
iam  and  David  Randall,  who  emigrated  from  Eng¬ 
land,  and  entered  the  land  from  the  Government  in 
1844.  Our  subject  has  been  engaged  in  the  up¬ 
holstering  business  at  Beloit,  Wis.,  much  of  the 
time  since  locating  here,  during  which  time  he 
rented  his  property.  He  is  now  managing  affairs 
himself,  and  cultivates  the  soil  in  a  most  intelligeht 
and  profitable  manner.  In  early  life  an  old-line 
Whig,  Mr.  Farrant  became  a  Democrat  at  the  time 
Stephen  A.  Douglas  was  nominated  for  the  Presi¬ 
dency.  His  son,  Henry  Ross,  was  a  student  at 
Reloit  for  a  number  of  years,  but  was  com  polled 
to  aliajiiiXfis  his  8tudies  .on  a«*ov:ri fc  of  his  health, 
and  is  now  n.t  home  cultivating  the  farm. 

•  -H- — m — 

DGAR  N.  LINCOLN,  who  was  the  owner 
and  occupant  of  a  fine  farm  on  section  3, 
Flora  Township,  Boone  County,  was  born 
in  Bonus  township,  July  12,  1842.  His  father, 
Jedodiah  Lincoln,  was  born  in  Middletown,  Conn., 
where  he  was  reared  and  educated,  and  on  leaving 
his  native  Slate  went  to  Pennsylvania  and  made 
his  home  for  two  years  in  Erie  County.  In  1889, 
he  came  West  to  Illinois,  locating  in  what  is  now 
Bonus  Township,  this  county,  and  entered  a  tract 
of  Government  land.  There  he  resided  for  three 
yea»,when,  disposing  of  that  property,  he  purchased 
land  in  Flora  Township,  where  his  death  occurred 
October  26,  1888. 

The  maiden  name  of  the  mother  of  our  subjeot 


was  Marion  Nichols,  a  native  of  Chautauqua 
County,  N.  Y.,  and  the  daughter  of  Phineas  Nich¬ 
ols.  Her  father,  who  was  also  a  native  of  the 
Empire  State,  when  reaching  mature  years  removed 
to  Ohio,  and  later  came  to  Boone  County,  where 
he  was  classed  among  the  pioneers.  He  was  a  man 
of  considerable  means,  and  invested  his  money  in 
Government  land  in  Bonus,  Caledonia  and  Flora 
Townships.  H@  only  resided  here  a  few  years, 
however, and,  returning  to  the  Buckeye  State,  there 
passed  his  remaining  years.  The  maiden  name  of 
his  wife  was  Esther  Gore.  The  mother  of  our  sub¬ 
ject  died  at  the  home  of  her  daughter  in  Iowa, 
October  17, 1889.  She  reared  a  family  of  five 
children,  viz.:  Phoebe  E.,  Oscar  J.,  Edgar  N.,  Alice 
M.  and  William  P. 

Edgar  N.  Lincoln  attended  the  pioneer  schools, 
and  assisted  in  conducting  the  farm  until  Septem¬ 
ber  4,  1862,  when  he  enlisted  in  Company  G, 
Ninety-fifth  Illinois  Infantry,  and  served  in  the 
Union  ranks  until  February,  1863,  when 1  he  was 
honorably  discharged  by  special  act  of  Congress. 
He  re-enlisted  the  same  day,  however,  in  Company 
D,  Mississippi  River  Marino  Brigade,  and  served 
with  that  command  until  January  22, 1865,  when 
the  command,  was  disbanded. 

'“sNovember  15,  1866,  when  our  subject  was  mar¬ 
ried  to  fallen  H.  Moss,  be  located  upon  a  portion 
of  the  old  home  which  lie  now  owns  and  occupies. 
He  has  made  excellent  improvements  upon  the 
place  and  has  the  pleasure  of  knowing  ttiat  his 
farm  is  one  of  the  best  cultivated  in  the  county. 
Mrs;  Lincoln  was  born  in  Spring  Township,  this 
county,  while  her  father,  Asa  Moss,  was  born  in 
1818,  in  Washington  County,  N.  Y.  His  father, 
who  also  bore  the  name  of  Asa,  removed  from 
Washington  to  Chautauqua  County  in  1820,  and 
resided  there  until  1836,  at  which  time  he  came 
to  Boone  County,  and  made  one  of  the  first  set¬ 
tlers  in  Belvidere  Township.  He  secured  a  tract 
of  Government  land,  improved  his  farm  and  made 
it  his  home  until  his  decease.  The  maiden  name 
of  his  wife  was  Sally  Shirwood. 

The  father  of  Mrs.  Lincoln  was  reared  in  Chau¬ 
tauqua  County,  and  when  a  youth  of  eighteen 
years,  came  to  Illinois  with  his  parents,  and  secured 
a  tract  of  Government  laud  in  Spring  Township. 
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After  his  marriage,  he  sold  his  property,  aryd,  re-  i 
moving  to  Belvidere  Township,  purchased  a  farm 
which  ho  occupied  some  years,  and' thon  lived  re¬ 
tired  in  the  city  of  that  name  until  his  decease, 
November  1,  1888.  His  wife  was  known  in  her 
maidenhood  as  Alvira  Stewart.  She  was  born 
in  Erie  County,  N.  Y.,  and  was  the  daughter  of 
Hoseaand  Phoebe  (Aldrich)  Stewart,  natives  also  of 
the  Empire  State,  where  their  decease  occurred* 
Mrs.  Moss  came  to  Illinois  with  her  brother  Mathew, 
in  1843. .  She  now  makes  her  home  with  Mrs. 
Lincoln. 

The  following  ere  the  four  children  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Lincoln:  Carrie  A.,  wife  of  Fred  McCoy;, Rosa 
N.,  Grade  E.  and  Walter  E.  The  parents  are 
both  members  of  the  South  Side  Baptist  Church, 
and,  in  politics,  Mr.  Lincoln  is  a  Republican, 

se  1  »3s  =■  :■  5 

kEROY  L.  KIDDER,  who  was  born  in  Me¬ 
dina  County,  Ohio,  February  12,  1832,18 
the  son  of  Ben jamin  and  Jane  A.  (Palmer) 
Kidder.  The  father  was  bom  in  New  Hampshire 
and  died  in  Pecatonica  when  sevent3r-four  years  of 
age.  While  a  resident  of  Ohio,  he  was  engaged  in 
the  lumber  business, which  he  sold  out  in  1854,  and 
coming  to  Illinois  purchased  a  farm  in  Seward 
Township,  Winnebago  County.  In  politics;  he 
was  in  early  life  a  Free-soiler  and  later  joined  the 
ranks  of  the  Republican  party.  Religiously,  lie  was 
a  Congregationalism 

The  paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject,  Joseph 
Kidder,  also  hailed  from  New  Hampshire  and  came 
West  to  Ohio  in  1816,  where  he  died  when  seventy 
years  of  age.  The  grandmother  also  died  in  the 
Buckeye  State  in  her  seventy-second  year.  Ben¬ 
jamin  Kidder  at  one  time  walked  from  New 
Hampshire  to  Ohio  cm  a  pleasure  trip.  Mrs.  Jane 
A.  Kidder  was  born  March  5, 1810  at  Glens  Falls, 
N,  Y.,  and  was  a  daughter  of  Hamner  and  Deborah 
(Lewis)  Palmer,  Her  father  came  to  Ohio  in  1814, 
where  he  combined  the  occupation  of  a  merchant 
and  farmer  and  passed  his  last  years,  dying  at  the 
age  of  ninety-four  years.  His  wife  also  died  in 
Ohio  in  her  fifty-fifth  year.  Mrs.  Kidder  departed 
this  !i|p  at  Akron  after  having  become  the  mother 


of  nine  children,  three  of  whom  died  in  infancy 
and  four  are  uow'  living.  An  uncle,  Joseph  Kidder, 
was  a  patriot  in  the  War  of  1812,  and  ^brother  of 
our  subject,  Bonjnmin  Franklin,  during  the  late 
war,  was  a  member  of  Company  K,  Seventy-fourth 
Illinois  Infantry. 

LeRoy  L.  Kidder  attonded  the  schools  taught  in 
the  old  log  cabin  and  remained  at  home  until 
eighteen  years  of  age.  He  then  went  West  and  en¬ 
gaged  in  mining  in  the  Sierre  Nevada  Mountains, 
also  in  transferring  goods  from  one  campCto  an¬ 
other.  Later,  he  became  a  large  cattle  dealer  in 
the  West  and  in  1861,  returning  to  Pecatonica,  rode 
a  mule  the  entire  distance.  Purchasing  land  in 
Seward  and  Pecatonica  Townships,  he  added  to  his 
tract  until  he  became  the  owner  of  four  hundred 
acres  of  excellent  land. 

January  1,  1868,  Mr,  Kidder  was  united  iu  mar¬ 
riage  to  Miss  Celia  Searls,  who  was  born  April  17, 
1843  at  Hinckley,  Ohio,  and  is  the  daughter  ot 
Gilbert  and  Elizabeth  (Ilalsted)  Searls.  The  father 
was  a  native  of  New  York,  and  on  coming  to  Se¬ 
ward  Township  in  1858,  here  passed  his  last  days, 
dying  when  forty-nine  years  of  age.  His  wife, 
who  was  also  born  in  the  Empire  State,  is  still  li  v¬ 
ing  and  makes  her  home  in  Pecatonica. 

Mrs.  C.  Kidder  is  one  in  a  family  of  eight  chil¬ 
dren,  seyeu  of  whom  are  living.  By  her  union 
with  our  subject  six  children  have  been  born,  three 
of  whom  are  deceased.  Those  living  are:  Nellie 
E.,  who  was  born  June  25,  1868,  is  a  graduate  of 
the  Pecatonica  schools,  and  at  the  present  time  is 
conducting  one  of  the  best  millinery  stores  in  the 
place,  Ernest  R.  was  born  July  10,  1876,  and 
Lewis  L.,  July  27,  1878.  After  his  marriage,  our 
subject  removed  to  the  village  of  Pecatonica,  where 
he  was  engaged  in  the  hardware  business  for  two 
years,  at  %  end  of  which  time  he  resided  for  four 
years  on  his  farm.  He  then  returned  to  the  vil¬ 
lage,  took  in  as  partner  a  Mr.  Marston,  and  con¬ 
ducted  a  general  store  under  the  name  of  Kidder 
A  Marston  for  two  years,  when  our  subject  pur¬ 
chased  the  interest  of  his  partner  and  operated  the 
business  alone  for  ten  and  one-half  years.  Tbo 
firm  style  then  became  Kidder  A  Swartz  and  his 
present  fine  store  building  was  erected.  Ho  of 
whom  we  write  is  interested  in  the  Shoe  factory  in 


tills  place  and  gives  liberally  of  his0  means  to  the 
furtherance  of  all  good  objects. 

Our  subject  and  his  wife  attend  the  Methodist 
.Episcopal  Church.  Mrs.  Kidder  is  connected  with 
the  Woman’s  Relief  Corps  and  Legion  of  Honor. 
He  of  whom  we  write  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic 
fraternity  in  Peoatonica,  in  which  lodge  he  has 
filled  the  positions  of  Secretary  and  Warden.  He  is 
also  a  member  of  Lodge  No.  178, 1.  O.  0.  F.,  and 
has  filled  the  principal  chairs  in  that  body  three  or 
four  times.  The  Ancient  Order  of  United  Work¬ 
men  claims  him  as  one  of  its  active  members,  asalso 
does  the  Legion  of  Honor.  In  politics,  our  sub¬ 
ject  is  a  Republican.  He  was  Assessor  of  his  town¬ 
ship  for  a  number  of  years,  for  ten  years  served  as 
President  of  the  School  Hoard,  and  was  President 
of  the  Village  Board  for  ono  term.  j 

The  paternal  grandparents  of  Mis.  Kidder  were 
Daniel  and  Phoebe  (Fisher)  Searls.  Her  father  was 
born  June  3,  181 1,  in  Greene  County,  N.  Y., where 
also  the  mother’s  birth  occurred,  March  19  of  the 
same  year.  She  was  the  daughter  of  James  and 
Phoebe  (Jameson)  Halsted,  her  father  born  March 
24,  1775,  on1.!  Long  Island,  and  died  August  28, 
1854,  in  Hinckley,  Medina  County,  Ohio,  when 
seventy-nine  years  of  age.  Daniel  Searls  was 
born  in  April,  1775,  and  also  passed  away  in  Hinck- 
Icy,  Ohio,  in  his  seventy-ninth  year, while  his  wife, 
whose  demise  occurred  in  the  above  State,  was 
eighty  years  of  age  at  the  time  of  her  death.  Our 
subject’s  maternal  great-grandfather  was  held  a 
prisoner  by  the  Indians  for  a  number  of  months 
and  on  inking  his  escape  was  nearly  starved  to 
death.  V/ 
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5H0MAS  W.  COLE.  The  high  standard  of 
excellence  which  marks  the  popularity  of 
any  business  house  is  maintained  by  the 
firm  of  Cole  &  Day,  dealers  in  all  kinds  of  fancy 
and  staple  groceries,  located  at  No.  307  West 
State  Street,  Rockford.  The  present  firm  was  es^ 
tabiishod  in  November,  1879,  and  carries  one  of  the 
largest  stocks  in  the  city  and  is  rapidly  increasing 
its  business  beyond  its  previous  scope  by  honest 
treatment  of  patrons  and  strict  integrity.  ^ 
Since  1865,  Mr.  Colo  has  been  identified  With 
61 


i  the  business  interests  of  Rockford,  and  for  some 
years  was  a  tobacco  dealer,  later  served  as  County 
;  Treasurer  for  six  years  and  Was  Township  Col¬ 
lector  for  two  years.  At  present,  he  is  Alderman 
of  the  Seventh  Ward  and  as  a  strong  Republican 
takes  an  active  part  in  political  matters  and  is 
prominent  in  public  affairs.  His  fellow-citizens 
have  repeatedly  called  him  to  official  positions  of 
honor  and  trust,  which  he  has  invariably  filled 
with  credit  to  himself  and  satisfaction  to  all  con¬ 
cerned,  and  has  been  especially  active  in  all  mat¬ 
ters  pertaining  to  the  growth  of  the  city. 

Mr.  Cole  is  a  native  of  New  York  City  and  was 
born  November  9, 1838,  but  has  been  a  resident  of 
J  Rockford  since  he  was  eighteen  months  old  and 
has  seen  this  city  grow  from  a  straggling  village 
with  a  small  population  to  a  prominent  position 
among  the  best  cities  of  the  State.  When  the  Civil 
War  broke  out,  he  enlisted  for  three  months  in  the 
early  part  of  1861  and  served  during  the  period 
Of  his  enlistment  as  a  member  of  Company  D, 
Eleventh  Illinois  Infancy.  In  July,  1862,  he  re-' 
enlisted  in  the  Seventy-fourth  Illinois  Infantry  as 
a  private  in  Company  D,  Capt.  Douglas  and  Col. 
Marsh,  commanding. 

After  organization,  the  regiment  marched  at 
once  to  the  South  and  was  assigned  to  the  Twen¬ 
tieth  Army  corps,  in  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland. 
Among  the  engagements  in  which  Mr.  Cole  partic¬ 
ipated  weite  the  battles  of  Perryville,  Ky.;  Stone 
River  (after  which  he  was  made  First  Sergeant), 
Chickamauga,  Missionary  Ridge, Dalton,  Buzzard’s 
R<*>*t  and  Resaca.  At  the  last-named  place,  the 
Seventy-fourth  took  a  very  prominent  part,  and 
Mr.  Cole,  in  the  thickest  of  the  fight,  was  wounded 
in  the  right  elbow  by  a  ball  from  the  enemy’s 
guns,  which  confined  him  to  the  hospital  for  six 
months.  Meanwhile,  he  Was  sent  back  to  Rock¬ 
ford,  where  his  arm  was  amputated  in  November 
1864.  ’ 

April  S,  1872,  Mr.  Cole  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Alice  Mentzer,  who  was  born  in  Rock¬ 
ford,  January  II,  1849.  She  was  reared  and  edu¬ 
cated  iii  this  city,  of  which  her  parents  were  early 
settlers.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cole  are  the  parents  of  three 
children,  Frank  C.,  William  J.  and  Lulu,  all  of 
whom  are  at  home.  Mrs.  Cole  takes  an  active  in- 
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terest  in  all  matt ejl  pertaining  to  the  welfare  pt  settling  in  Lapeer  County,  and  improving^ a  good 
the  women  of  the /city ,  and  has  for  many  years  farm  thoro.  Afterward,  Mr.  Shaw  becnmo  a  mer- 


been  a  prominent  /jhember  of  the  Womans  Relief 
Corps.  Mr.  Cole  //is  a  member  of  G.  Ii  (  Nevius 


chant,  and  in  18W  came  to  Illinois,  ongaging  m 
business  at  Rockford,  in  partnership  with  Mr. 


post  No.  1,  G.  A.R.,  of  Rockford,  and  has  occu-  Brockway,  whom  our  subject  succeeded.  Mr.  Shaw, 


pied  the  Chair  of  Quartermaster  of  the  post. 


M.  SOUTHGATE,  a  retired  business  man 


later,  sold  his  interest  in  the  store  to  Mr,  llodson, 
and  lived  retired  until  his  death,  in  1879,  at  the 
age  of  seventy  years.  lie  was  prominent  in  the 
politics  of  the  city,  and  a  strong  adherent  of  the 
Republican  party.  Ho  was  an  active  member  of 


of  Rockford,  occupies  a  pleasant  home  at  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  served  as  Elder.  His 
No.  310  South  Second  Street.  He  has  been  wife,  who  was  a  noble  woman  and  a  faithful  mem- 
a  resident  of  this  city  since  1853,  and  has  ber  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  died  m  1887,  when 


therefore  been  a  witness  of  much  of  its  develop-  seventy  years  old. 


ment,  aiding  materially  in  its  growth  through  his 
exertions.  In  his  youth,  he  learned  the  trade  of  a 


The  family  of  which  Mrs.  Southgate  is  a  member 
consisted'  of  three  children,  the  others  being  C. 


tinner*  and  was  thus  engaged  for  some  years,  but  Adel,  wife  of  William  H.  Worthington,  of  whom 
in  1862  embarked  in  the  grocery  business,  in  part-  see  biography;  and  L.  Kate,  whose  husband  is  a 
nership  with  his  father-in-law,  C.  A.  Shaw.  After-  clergyman  in  the  Presbyterian  Church  at  Vin- 
ward,  he  carried  on  the  business  under  the  title  of  cennes,  Ind.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Southgate  have  two 


Southgate  &  Hodson,  following  which  he  was  alone  sons:  Harry,  married  Edith  Wcttstety,  of  Rochelle, 
for  three  years,  and  then  for  ten  years  the  firm  was  Ill.,  and  is  book-keeper  in  the  Record  Shoe  £om- 
known  as  Southgate  Bros.,  J.<M.  and  V.  M.  being  pany;  Clate  R.  married  Daisy  Ila^ough,  and  they 
associated  together.  After  many  years  spent  sue-  reside  in  Rockford.  In  their  religious  connections, 
cessfully  as  a  merchant,  our  subject  retired  from  our  subject  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  First 


active  business  life  in  1891,  and  is  now  enjoying  Congregational  Church,  of  which  he  is  a  Trustee, 
the  fruits  of  the  toil  of  former  years.  and  also  Assistant  Superintendent  of  the  Sunday- 

Mri  Southgate  was  born  in  Bridgewater,  Windsor  school.  Politically,  Mr.„Soufhgate  is  a  Prolubi- 


County,  Vt.,  and  belongs  to  a  substantial  New 
England  family.  His  father,  Thomas,  a  native  of 
the  Green  Mountain  State,  died  when  foyty-four 
years  old,  leaving  his  wife  with  four  little  children 
to  care  for.  He  was  a  farmer  by  occupation,  and 
a  man  of  upright  principles  and  the  utmost  probity.  ON.  SELDEN  M.  CHURCH,  who  is  one  of 

His  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Delcena  Marsh,  the  prominent  citizens  of  Rockford,  was 

was  born  in  Vermont,  of  worthy  parents,  and  was  born  in  East  Haddam,  Middlesex  County, 

reared  to  womanhood  in  her  native  State.  After  (|||  Conn., 'March  4,  1804,  and  is  the  son  of 
the  death  of  Mr.  Southgate,  she  was  married  to  Lazarus  Church,  who,  as  far  as  is  known,  was  also 

Samuel  Harwood,  a  native  of  New  York,  and  after-  a  native  of  Connecticut,  His  father,  the  grand- 

ward  made  her  home  on  a  farm  in  Orleans  County  father  of  our  subject,  bore  the  name  of  Ira  Church, 
until  her  death,  when  about  four-score  years  old.  'and  emigrated  from  the  above-named  State  to  New 
In  Rockford,  Mr.  Southgate  of  this  sketch  was  York  in  1804,  where  lie  spent  his  last  years  in  Mon- 
married  to  Miss  C.  Jennie  Shaw,  who  was  born  in  roe  County. 


tionist,  and  a  believer  in  .reform  along  temperance 


Lapeer  County,  Mich.  Her  parents,  Calvin  A.  and 
Clara  M.  Shaw,  were  natives,  respectively,  of  Rut¬ 
land  andMiddlebury,  Vt.;  and  after  their  marriage 
in  the  Green  Mountain  State,  removed  to  Michigan, 


i  Lazarus  Church  was  reared  to  man's  estate  and 
married  in  Connecticut,  whence  ho  removed  the 
same  year  as  did  his  father  to  New  York  making 
!  the  journey  overland  with  his  wife  and  family. 
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He  located  in  wlmt  is  now  Monroe  County,  where 
lie  purchased  a  tract  of  heavy  timber  land  about 
twelve  miles  from  the  present  site  of  Rochester. 
Residing  there  a  few  years,  he  later  took  up  his 
abode  in  Avon,  Livingston  County,  where  ho  car¬ 
ried  on  his  trade  of  a  blacksmith.  He  was  living 
in  that  place  during  the  War  of  1812,  and  on  one 
occasion  joined  an  independent  company  and  went 
to  the  rescue  of  the  city  of  Buffalo.  The  father  of 
our  subject  resided  in  the .  jEmpire  State  until 
1847,  when  he  came  West  and,  locating  in  this 
city,,  here  spent  his  last  days,  dying  August  8, 
1852,  when  seventy-four  years  of  age. 

Thcmaidcn  name  of  the  mother  of  our  subject 
was  Miss  Catherine  Brockway,  and  like  her  husband, 
she  was  a  native  of  Connecticut.  She  was  the  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Abner  and  Catherine  (Marvin)  Brockway, 
and  departed  this  life  in  Rockford.  She  reared  a 
family  of  four  sons,  namely:  Selden  M.,  Ulysses 
F.,  Ira  and  William  L.  He  of  whom  we  write  was 
an  infant  when  his  parents  removed  to  New  York, 
and,  when  old  enough  to  attend  school,  received 
his  education  in  the  pioneer  log  schoolhouse  r)car 
his  boyhood’s  home.  He  commenced  when  quite 
young  to  make  his  own  way  in  the  world,  being 
variously  employod  in  New  York  until  January, 
1885,  when  he  came  West  with  a  team,  stopping 
for  a  while  at  the  then  village  of  Chicago.  From 
there  he  went  to  Geneva,  now  the  county  seat  of 
Rune  County,  whore  he  was  employed  as  clerk  in 
the  store  of  a  Mr.  Herrington,  who  was  one  of  the 
first  settler’s  in  that  place,  During  that  summer, 
he  visited  Rockford,  his  business  being  to  subpoena 
a  witness,  the  journey  being  made  on  horseback. 
In  that  early  day,  Winnebago  County  was  not  or¬ 
ganized,  and  the  now  prosperous  and  wealty  city 
of  Rockford  contained  but  two  buildings. 

Mr;.  Church,  of  this  switch,  remained  in  Geneva 
until  trie  fall  of  1836,  when  ho  came  to  this  city, 
and  for  many  years  w^s  one  of  the  most  active 
and  influential  citizens,  until  the  infirmities  of 
old  age  compelled  him  to  retire  from  business  and 
public  life.  I-Ie^rns  one  of  the  originators  and 
organizers  of  the  iioekford  Water  Power  Company, 
and  for  some  time  served  as  President  of  the  i 
Rockford  Insurance  Company,  and  as  Director  of 
the  Winnebago  National  Bank,  He  was  elected 


County  Clerk  in  1840,  being  the  third  incumbent 
of  that  position,  and  in  1849  was  elected  County 
Judge,  in  which  capacity  he  served  for  eight 
years.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Constitutional 
Convention  of  1847,  and  was  made  a  member  of 
thh  General  Assembly  in  1862.  He  was  appointed 
a  member  of  the  State  Board  of  Public  Charities 
in  1868,  and  was  one  of  the  Commissioners  desig¬ 
nated  by  the  Government  to  locate  the  bridge  at 
Rock  Island. 

The  lady  to  whom  our  subject  was  married,  in 
1881,  wp  Pamelia  Stevens.  She  died  in  1832, 
and  the  lady  whom  Mr.  Church  chose  as  his  second 
wife,  in  1845,  was  Mary  (Turner)  Preston,  who 
was  born  in  Cumberland  County,  Me.,  and  was 
the  daughter  of  James  and  Nancy  (Tombs) 
Turner,  and  widow  of  Sam uei^D.  Preston.  Our 
subject  has  one  daughter  living  by  his  first  mar¬ 
riage,  Katherine,  now  the  widow  of  Theodore  A. 
Keeler.  She  is  the  mother  of  two  children:  Jennie 
and  Katherine.  Mrs.  Church  had  one  daughter  by 
her  union  with.  Mr.  Preston,  who°  bears  the  name 
of  Mary. 


|ILLIAM  L.  HARBISON.  Prominent 
amongnthe  citizens  pf  Rockford  stands  the 
VW  name  of  Mr.  Harbison,  who  has  for  years 
been  closely  identified  with  the  progress  of  the 
city,  and  especially  of  the  Fifth  Ward,  which  he  is 
serving  as  Alderman.  In  October,  1881,  he  estab¬ 
lished  a  mercantile  buliness  at  No.  816  South  Main 
Street,  where  he  has  a  large  store,  stocked  with  a 
full  line  of  goods.  Among  the  public-spirited 
citizens,  stanch  Republicans,  and  successful  busi¬ 
ness  men  of  the  city,  he  occupies  a  prominent  place, 
and  is  deserving  of  representation  in  this  volume. 

A  native  of  the  North  of  Ireland,  and  of  Scotcli- 
Jrish  parentage,  our  subject  was  early  orphaned  by 
the  deatli  of  his  mother.  His  father,  Mathew  Har¬ 
bison,  afterward  came  to  America,  in  1849,  and 
engaged  for  some  years  as  a  miner  in  California. 
He  made  his  home  in  the  Golden  State  until  his 
death,  at  Valley  Ford,  in  1888,  aged  eighty-five 
years.  Our  subject,  after  his  mother’s  death,  was 
taken  into  the  home  of  his  uncle,  James  Harbison, 
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with  whom  he  came  to  America  in  1850,  when 
fourteen  years  old.  He  remained  for  some  time  ig^ 
New  York  City,  and  served  an  apprenticeship 
clerk  for  six  ye&rs.  His  Uncle  James  rcmoveo 
West  to  Ohio,  and  died  in  that  State  in  middle 

life.  =1 ?/  ■  „  „  .  . 

In  tlw>  spring  of  1856,  Mr.  Harbison  came  to 
Rockford,  where  for  some  years  he  was  engaged  in 
business  as  a  contractor.  Sin<je  lie  organised  his 
present  business,  in  1881,  ho  has  been  the  sole 
proprietor,  and  has  erected  the  substantial  store¬ 
building  he  now  owns  and  occupies.  He  was  mar¬ 
ried  in  this  city  to  Mias  Anna  A.  Raymond,  who 
was  born  in  Vermont,  and  came  to  Illinois  when 
quite  young,  accompanying  her  parents,  Lemuel 
and  Laura  (Wilkinson)  Raymond.  They  settled 
on  a  farm  in  Winnebago  County,  and  after  bring¬ 
ing  it  to  a  high  state  of  cultivation,  retired  to 
Rockford,  where  Mr.  Raymond  died  at  the  age  of 
seventy-six  years.  j 

Mrs.  Harbison  was  reared  in  the  parental  hdme 
and  was  for  some  years  a  teacher,  following  tl|at 
profession  with  success.  Six  children  were  bop 
to  her,  four  of  whom  are  deceased,  three  dying  'in 
infancy,  and  Frank  L„  when  a  promising  young  j 
man  of  about  twenty-one  years.  Omer  A.  is  at 
present  clerking  in  his  father’s  store;  Howard  W. 
married  Susan  1.  Tisdale,  who  was  educated  in 
Rockford,  and  was  engaged  as  a  teacher  prior  to 
her  marriage.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harbison  are  attend¬ 
ants  at  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  are 
highly  esteemed  throughout  the  community. 

JOEL  BURBANK,  the  efficient  and  popular 
Sheriff  of  Winnebago  County,  was  elected  to 
office  in  the  fall  of  1890,  and  in  the  dis. 
charge  of  his  duties  he  has  proved  himself 
worthy  of  the  trust  reposed  in  him.  His  entire  life 
has  been  spent  in  this  community.  He  was  born  in 
Harrison  Township  on  the  12th  of  May,  1845,  and 
is  a  son  of  Eli  Burbank,  one  of  the  early  set¬ 
tlers.  His  father  was  a  native  of  Massachusetts  and 
was  descended  from  an  old  New  England  family. 
When  a  youth,  he  removed  to  Cattaraugus  County, 
N.  Y.,  where  he  grew  to  manhood  upon  a  farm  and 


married  Miss  Amanda  Grover.  They  came  West 
in  1885,  and  secured  a  tract  of  Government  land 
in  Harrison  Township,  whereon  Mr.  Burbank  made 
his  home"  until  the  early  par*  of  1891,  when  ho 
came  to  Rockford  to  live  with  his  son,  and  his 
death  occurred  at  Sheriff  Burbank’s  home  on  the 
17th  of  April.  He  lived  the  quiet,  unassuming 
life  ef  a  farmer,  was  a  worthy  and  valued  citizen 
nnd  had  the  respect  of  all  who  knew  him.  In  pol¬ 
itics,  he  was  a  Republican,  and  waa  a  member  of 
tho  United  Brethren  Church,  Ilis  first  wife  died 
in  Harrison  Township  of  a  fever  that  was  prevalent 
in  an  early  day.  In  Wisconsin,  Mr.  Burbank  was  o 
again  married,  his  second  union  . being  with  Mrs. 
Anna  Woodle,  nee  Smith,  who  was  born  in  Kent 
County,  Del.,  December  26,  1809.  Her  first  hus¬ 
band  died  in  Pennsylvania  in  the  prime  of  life, 
and  when  a  young  widow  she  came  to  the  West. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Burbank  lived  together  as  pan  and 
wife  for  fifty  years.  She  is  yet  living  and\  makes 
her  home  with  her  son.  She  retains  her  iKgpffnr 
to  a  remarkable  degree,  but  is  now  suffering  frqja  * 
broken  hip  and  tho  infirmities  which  declining  years 
bring.  She  is  a  member  of  the  Free -will  Baptist 
Church,  and  a  lady  held  in  tho  highest  regard  by 
all  who  know  her. 

Both  Mr.  and  Mrs,  Burbank  were  parents  of  ten 
children,  some  born.of  the  first  and  some  of  their 
"second  marriage.  There  are  three  children  of  the 
Burbank  family  yet  living,  two  sons  and  a  daugh¬ 
ter^  Amanda,  no  w  the  wife  of  D.  H.  Ellis,  of  Rock- 
fordt  J^l,  of  this  sketch, and  Thomas,  who  wedded 
Mary  Hulett  and  is  a  member  of  the  fire  depart¬ 
ment  of  Rockford. 

Out  subject  has  spent  his  entire  life  in  this 
county.  Under  the  parcel  roof,  he  was  reared 
to  manhood,  the  days  of  his  youth  being  passed  in 
the^usual  manner  of  farmeir  ia<$,  attending  the 
“  district  schools  in  the  winter  season  and  working 
at  home  through  the  summer  months.  He  has  also 
followed  agricultural  pursuits  during  the  greater 
part  of  his  life,  in  fact,  until  his  removal  t^\  Rock¬ 
ford  in  1891.  He  still  owns  his  fine  farm,  ^hich 
is  under  a  high  state  of  cultivation  and  weli  im- 
proved.  He  has  been  an  influential  and  worthy 
citizen  of  the  community  in  which  he  has  resided, 
and  for  some  years  served  his  township  as  Col- 
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lector.  lie  was  also  Constable  for  fifteen  years 
and  Deputy  Sheriff  for  six  years.  On  questions  of 
national  importance,  he  always  supports  the  Re¬ 
publican  party,  but  at  local  elections  votes  inde¬ 
pendent  and  as  an  independent  candidate  ran  for 
Sheriff  in  the  fall  of  1891. 

In  Green  County,  Wis.,  Mr.  Burbank  led  to  tho 
marriage  altar  Miss  Charlotte  Davis,  who  was  born 
June  4,  1859,  in  Spring  Grove  Township,  that 
county.  Her  parents  were  David  M.  and  Frances 
(Boughton)  Davis,  natives  of  Pennsylvania  and 
New  York,  respectively.  '  When  young  people, 
they  came  West  and  were  married  in  Green  County, 
Wis.,  beginning  their  domestic  life  on  a  farm  in 
Spring  Grove  Township,  where  the  father  is  still 
living  at  the  age  of  sixty-two  years.  His  wife  died 
in  November,  1881,  at  the  age  of  forty-four.;  He 
is  a  Republican  in  politics,  and  a  member  of  the 
Baptist  Church,  to  which  Mrs.  Davis  also  belonged. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Burbank  are  now  residents  of  the 
city  of  Rockford.  They  are  genial,  whole-souled 
people  and  have  many  friends  throughout  the 
community  where  they  have  so  long  resided.  Mr. 
Burbank  is  proving  a  capable  officer. 


JOEL E.  CRONK,  a  retired  farmer  of  Belvi- 
derc,  is  a  native  of  Dutches  County,  N.  Y. 
He  was  born  September  17,  1880,  and  is  a* 
son  of  Enoch  Croak,  who  was  born  in  New 
York,  March 11,  1804.  The  father  was  reared  in 
Dutchess  County,  and  wedded  Mary  Denney,  who 
was  born  in  that  county,  June  28, 1806.  They 
removed  to  Tioga  County  in  1837,  and  Mr.  Cronk 
purchased  a  tract  of  land  in  company  with  John 
Thorne.  He  made  his  home  in  that  locality  until 
1845,  when  he  sold  out,  and  bidding  good-bye  to 
the  East,  came  by  the  way  of  the  Erie  Canal  and 
the  Great  Lakes  to  Boone  County,  Ill.,  being 
one  of  its  early  settlers.  Here  ho  lived  for  a 
year,  and  then  purchased  a  tract  of  wild  land 
in  Bonus  Township,  at  12.25  per  acre,  and  also 
bought  some  of  the  Government  land  at  the 
same  time,  at  81.25  per  acre.  On  the  latter, 
he  built  a  frame  house,  12x20  feet,  and  made  it  his 


home  until  1868,  when  he{Ssold,  and  purchased  a 
farm  on  Squaw  Prairie,  lie  afterward  bought  a 
home  in  Belvidere,  where  heregjded  until  his  death, 
on  the  1st  of  November,  1884.  His  wife  "died  in 
November,  1887.  They  reared  a  family  of  three 
‘children:  Abbie  J.*  Richard,  and  Joel  E. 

As  soon  as  old  enough,  our  subject  began  to  aid 
his  father  iti  the  farm  labors,  and,  on  coming  to 
Illinois,  assisted  in  the  arduous  task  of  developing 
the  wild  land.  In  1852,  however,  he  left  home, 
and  made  an  oyerland  journey  to  California.  He 
started  on  the  10th  of  April,  and  on  the  21st  of 
September  reached  his  destination.  For  a  time, 
he  engaged  in  mining,  and  then  went  to  Scott 
Valley,  where  he  carried  on  a  ranch,  in  connection 
with  his  brother  Richard,  until  January,  1853. 
He  then  weut  to  Etna  Mills,  where  he  was  employed 
in  a  sawmill  until  autumn,  when  he  returned  home 
l*y  way  of  the  Isthmus  of  Panama  and  New  York. 
Here  he  at  once  began  to  buy  stock  for  a  return 
trip  across  the  plains,  and  started  on  the  11th  of 
April,  1854.  For  five  years,  he  engaged  in  farm¬ 
ing  and  stock-raising  in  Siskiyou  County,  after 
which  he  made  a  visit  of  a  few  months  to  his  old 
liome.  In  January,  1860,  he  once  more  went  to 
California  by  way  of  the  Isthmus  route,  and  con¬ 
tinued  to  engage  in  agricultural  pursuits  and  in 
stock-raising  for  six  years,  when  he  returned  to 
Illinois  and  settled  on  the  homestead  in  Bonus 
Township.  Upon  that  farm,  he  resided  until  1881, 
when  he  purchased  his  present  farm,  a  portion  of 
which  is  within  the  city  limits  of  Belvidere. 

On  the  19tli  of  May,  1866,  Mr.  Cronk  was  mar¬ 
ried  to  Miss  Lottie  Boomer,  who  was  born  in  Ellis- 
burgh,  Jefferson  County,  N.  Y.,  and  is  a  daughter  of 
Allen  Boomer,  also  a  native  of  Ellisbnrgh.  The  lat¬ 
ter  became  a  sailor ’when  quite  young,  and  after¬ 
wards  was  Captain  of  a  lake  vessel,  which  he  sailed 
for  seven  years.  During  that  time,  he  visited  Chi¬ 
cago,  then  known  as  Ft.  Dearborn,  a  small  hamlet, 
containing  only  a  few  log  houses.  He  was  offered 
eighty  aores  of  land,  which  is  now  in  the  heart  of 
the  city,  at  a  nominal  price,  but,  thinkjng  it  too 
swampy  to  become  valuably,  would  not  purchase 
it  In  1841,  he  became  one  of  the  early  settlers  of 
Stephenson  County,  where  he  resided  for  two  years, 
when  he  purchased  a  claim  on  Garden  Prairie, 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


Boone  County.  The  farm  which  he  there  made 
continued  to  be  his  home  until  1869,  when  he  j 
came  to  Belvidereyand  lived  retired  until  his  death, 
in  1875.  In  the  War  of  1812,  he  had  served  as  a 
drummer-boy.  He  married  Niobe  Franklin,  a  na¬ 
tive  of  Sackett’s  Harbor,  N.  Y.,  and  a  daughter  of 
Abel  Franklin,  a  second  cousin  of  Benjamin  Frank¬ 
lin.  Mrs.  Boomer  is  still  living,  and  makes  her 
home  in  Austin,  111. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cronk  are  members  of  the  Free 
Method isS  Church,  and  are  highly  esteemed  citi¬ 
zens  of  this  ,;cmffiunity.  o  They  have  a  family  of 
ten  child  An:  Florence  J.,  Eugene,  Wakeman  H„ 
Niobe  M-,  Castellio,  Lottie  E.,  Mittie  E.,  Benjamin 
B.,  Louis  A.,  and  Ruby  W, 


STT.AK  B.  MERCHANT  belongs  to  that 
sturdy,  honest  and  independent  class,  the 
farmers  of  Illinois,  and  is  now  engaged  in 
cultivating  an  estate  comprising  one  hundred  and 
twenty  acres  of  land— twenty  acres  of  timber,  and 
the  balance  well  adapted  to  the  purposes  of  general 
farming.  He  was  born  in  Tompkins  County,  N. 
Y.,  in  1836,  but  his  father,  Arlo  J.  Merchant,  was 
a  native  of  Connecticut.  The  elder  Mr.  Merchant 
worked  at  his  trade,  that  of  blacksmith,  all  his  life, 
and  also  followed  agricultural  pursuits  on  a  lim¬ 
ited  scale.  His  father,  Enoch  Merchant,  was  also 
a  blacksmith  by  trade,  and  moved  to  Tompkins 
County,  N.  Y.,  with  his  family  of  three  sons 
and  two  daughters,  at  an  early  date,  there  passing 
the  remainder  of  his  days. 

Arlo  J.  Merchant  married  Miss  Eliza  Olmstead 
of  Tompkins  County,  N.  Y.,  and  after  residing 
there  Until  1854  they  sold  out  and  came  to  Illinois, 
locating  in  Rockford  in  the  fall  of  that  years  They 
came  by  rail  and  brought  fifteen  of  their  seventeen 
children  with  them,  two  remaining  in  New  York 
State.  They  subsequently  settled  in  the  village 
of  Winnebago  and  there  the  father  passed  away 
within  a  year  afterward,  being  only  forty-six  years 
of  age.  His  widow  afterward  married  M.J.  Upright, 
who  received  his  final  summons  a  few  years  pre¬ 
vious  tocher  death.  They  had  moved  to  Rockford, 
Iowa,  arid  there  her  death  occurred  on  the  27th 


Of  June,  1890,  when  in  her  eighty-fifth  year.  She 
was  quite  active  and  vigorous  until  within  a  short 
time  of  her  death.  Of  the  seventeen  children  born 
to  this  much  esteemed  and  respected  lady,  ten  are 
still  living  and  heads  of  families.  Mrs.  Upright, 
formerly  Mrs.  Merchant,  sent  ten  sons  to  the  vol¬ 
unteer  army  during  the  war  for  the  Union,  and  ono 
son  to  the  regular  army  after  the  close  of  the  war. 
One  of  the  ten  sons  serving  in  the  Union  army  died 
in  service,  one  was  killed  in  action,  one  was  killed 
by  the  accidental  discharge  of  a  cannon,  two  were 
promoted  from  privates  to  commissioned  oillcers, 

1  and  these,  with  five  others,  were  honorably  dis¬ 
charged  at  the  Close  of  the  war.  This  is  an  extraor¬ 
dinary  record,  and  the  more  notable  because  neither 
the  mother  nor  her  sons  sought  either  notoriety 
or  recognition  from  the  Government.  However, 
her  case  was  brought  to  the  notice  of  Congress 
in  February,  1879,  by  the  following  letter  from 
the  Hon.  George  W.  McCrary,  then  Secretary 
of  War.  ^ 

War  Department,  Washington,  Feb.  11, 1879. 

To  Hon.  N.  C.  Dcering,  House  of  Repts. 

Sir.— I  have  considered  the  petition  of 
Mrs.  Eliza  Upright,  of  Butler  County,  Iowa,  pray¬ 
ing  for  the  discharge  from  military  Service  of  her 
son,  Norman  M.  Merchant,  Battery  B,  Fourth  Ar¬ 
tillery,  which  petition  was  presented  by  you,  and 
is  concurred  in  by  numerous  citizens.  I  he  dis¬ 
charge  of  this  soldier  is  asked  by  the  petitioner, 
who  says  that  she  is  seventy-four  years  old,  on  the 
ground  that  she  had  ten  sons  in  the  Union  army 
3  nni>  ntwvvc  named,  her 


ground  mac  sue  »«*»■  * . ■  -  r  : 

during  the  Rebellion,  and  the  one  above  named,  her 
eleventh  and  youngest  son,  has  served  for  over  five 
years  in  the  regular  army.  She  furnishes  the  names 
of  her  sons  and  a  statement  of  the  organizations  in 
which  they  served:  Enoch  Merchant  was  Corporal 
Company  F,One  Hundred  and. Fifty-sixth  Illinois 
Volunteers,  and  was  honorably  di&Wgcd  Septem¬ 
ber  20,  1865,  died  in  Sycamore;  January  19, 
1892:  Aaron  Merchant  was  private  in  Company 
G  Fifteenth  Wisconsin  Volunteers,  and  was  killed  v 
at  Island  No.  10,  December  26,  1862,  by  the  ac¬ 
cidental  discharge  of  a  cannon;  George  W.  Mer¬ 
chant  was  a  private  in  Company  C,  Seventy-fourth 
Illinois  Volunteers,  afterwards  a  Lieutenant,  am 
was  honorably  discharged  September  26,  i860. 
He  resides  in  South  Dakota.  DeWitt  C.  Merchant 
was  a  private  in  Company  C,  Fiftecntli  Illinois 
1  Volunteers,  and  was  killed  in  action  July  22, 1864, 

!  at  Atlanta;  Siias  B.  Merchant  was  a  private  m 
Company  G,  Forty-fifth  Illinois  Volunteers,  was 
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promoted' to  First  Lieutcntnnt,  and  resigned  Sep¬ 
tember  25,  1864.  He  lives  in  Manchester,  Boone 
County,  III.  Abel  L.  Merchant  was  a  piivate  in 
Company  C,  Fifteenth  Illinois  Volunteers,  came 
home  on  a  furlough  and  died  in  Winnebago,  Ill-; 
David  0.  Merchant  was  a  private  in  Company  C, 
Seventy-fourth  Illinois  Volunteers,  and  was  hon¬ 
orably  discharged  June  10,  I8f?5.  lie  lives  in 
Lc  Mars,  Iowa.  Lewis  II.  Merchant  was  a  private 
in  Company  G,  Forty-fifth  Illinois  Volunteers, 
and  was  honorably  discharged  September  26,1864. 
He  lives  in  Kansas.  Arlo  J.  Merchant  was  a  private 
in  Company  G,  Forty-fourth  Illinois  Volunteers, 
and  v.vs  honorably  discharged  September  25,1865. 
He  lives  in, Rockford,  Iowa.  James  B.  Merchant 
was  a  teamster  in  the  employ  of  the  Quartermaster's 
Department,  lie  lives  in  Lanark,  Ill,  Norman  M. 
Merchant  enlisted  March  3,  1873,  as  a  private  in 
Company  B,  United  States  Cavalry,  and  was  dis¬ 
charged  March  11,  1878,  by  reason  Of  expiration 
of  term  of  service.  He  again  enlisted  May  4, 1878, 
and  was  assigned  to  Battery  B,  Fourth  Artillery, 
and  was  discharged  in  accordance  with  his  mother's 
request. 

On  the  last  o  week  of  the  third  session  of  the 
Forty-sixth  Congress,  a  bill  was  passed;  to  pay  to 
Mrs.  Eliza  Upright,  of  Rockford,  Iowa,  a  pension 
at  the  rate  per  month  allowed  to  parents  for  the 
loss  of  children  upon  whom  such  parents  were  de¬ 
pendent,  The  action  in  bringing  her  before  Con¬ 
gress  seems  to  have  been  prompted  by  a  desire  to 
do  her  honor,  as  well  as  to  testify  in  a  substantial 
manner  the  appreciation  of  the  Government. 

Silas  B.  Merchant  ^Vas  the  eighth  child  and  sev¬ 
enth  son  born  to  twj  worthy  mother  of  many 
worthy  sons.  He  was  reared  on  the  farm  nntil 
eighteen  years  of  age,  after  which  he  began  for 
himself  and  learned  the  carpenter  and  joiner's 
trade.  lie  followed  this  until  the  breaking  out  of 
the, Civil  War,  when,  in  August,  1861,  he  enlisted 
in  the  Forty-fourth  Illinois  Infantry,  Company 
G,  and  served  all  through  the  war.  He  enlisted 
jis  a  private  and  returned  to  his  home  bearing  the 
rank  of  First  Lieutenant.  He  was  wounded  in  the 
Oiim  and  breast  at  the  battle  of  Chickamaugn  and 
for  eighty  days,  after  which  he  returned 
litis  regiment.  He  served  three  years  and  four 
nSmthS  find  on  the  whole  rather  enjoyed  army 
life.  He  lives  over  those  days  in  memory. 

Returning  to  his  home, Mr.  Merchant  purchased 
eighty  acres  of  land  for  *1,800,  going  in  debt 


about  *800.  He  was  married  in  September,  1866, 
to  Miss  Maggie  Gray,  of  Manchester,  and  they 
settled  at  once  in  their  present  home.  To  the 
original  tract  they  have  added  forty  acres  and  now 
lrnvfi  a  fihe  farm  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres, 
on  which  are  ample  barns  and  out-buildings,  as 
wellfas  a  comfortable  and  pleasant  dwelling.  Mr. 
Merchant  raises  all  the  ordinary  crops  of  the  sec-  ' 
tion,  has  some  good  stock,  and  keeps  a  small 
dairy  of  six  or  ten  cows.  In  the  month  of  Octo¬ 
ber,  1880,  Mrs.  Merchant  died,  leaving  him  with 
four  children,  two  sons  and  two  daughters.  They 
had  buried  one  infant  son.  Those  now  living  are: 
Ida  M.,  now  Mrs  Henry  Westrip,  who  resides  on  a 
farm  in  Murray  County,  Minn.;  Fred  S.  married 
Miss  Beatrice  Ellsworth  and  is  engaged  in  farming 
in  this  county  ;  Della  E.,  a  young  lady  at  home, 
and  Hayes  B.,  who  was  born  the  day  Rutherford  B. 
Hayes  was  elected  President. 

Our  subject  was  again  married,  September  15, 
1886,  this  time  to  Mrs.  Mary  L.  Lovesee,  nee  De 
Graff,  of  Roscoe,  and  this  union  has  been  blessed 
by  the  birth  of  two  daughters,  the  joy  and  pride 
of  the  household:  Cora  Belle,  bom  April  2,  1888, 
and  Edna  May,  born  January  11,  1890.  This  is 
one  of  the  pleasantest  rural  homes  in  the  township, 
and  Mrs.  Merchant  makes  a' model  step-mother. 
By  her  former  marriage  she  became  the  mother  of 
two  children:  Fanny,  who  died  in  her  fifth  year, 
and  a  son,  Charles  A„  who  is  now  fourteen  years 
of  age.  Mr.  Merchant  has  been  Road  Commissioner 
for  twelve  years,  and  belongs  to  Nevius  Post 
No.  1,  G.  A.  R.,  at  Rockford.  He  is  a  representa¬ 
tive  citizen  and  an  honorable,  upright  man. 

eURTIS  R.  BRIGGS,  one  of  the  prominent 
citizens  of  the  village  of  Winnebago,  was 
born  in  Sardinia,  Erie  County,  N.  Y., 
March  14,  1823,  and  is  the  son  of  Albert  Briggs, 
who  was  born  in  the  town  of  North  Greenwich, 
Kent  County,  R,  I.,  in  which  State  his  father, 
Ephraim  Briggs,  was  also  born.  The  grandfather 
later  in  life  went  to  Western  New  York,  where  he 
purchased  land  for  each  of  his  sons  in  the  town  of 
Sardinia,  and  there  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life 
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with  his  children.  The  maidesi  ;name  of  his  wife  8 
was  Miss  Nancy  Burlingame,  also  a  native  of  I 
Rhode  Island.  The  father  of  our  subject  was  one  s 

in  a  family  of  nine  children  and  was  reared  and  i 

educated  in  his  native  State.  He  began  teaching  ^ 
school  when  a  very  yonng  man,  and  on  going  to 
Chenango  County,  N.  Y.,was  married  in  Sherburne, 
after  which  he  removed  to  Erie  Sonnty,  where  he 
was  one  of  the  pioneers  of  Sardinia.  He  made  his 
home  upon  the  tract  of  land  which  had  bef.n  given 
him  by  liis  father  and  erected  a  log  house,  in- which 
he  established  his  family  until  a  more  suitable 
structure  could  be  built.  There  were  no  railroads 
in  the  vicinity  at  that  time  and  as  the  markets 
were  far  distant,  the  inhabitants  lived  mostly 
off  the  products  of  their  land.  Residing  there 
until  the  year  1838,  the  parents  of  our  subject 
started  for  the  State  of  Illinois  with  their  family  of 
six  children,  making  tire  entire  journey  overland, 
and  .July  2,  of  that  year,  arrived  in  Dixon,  which 
at  that  time  was  little  more  than  a  hamlet.  The 
following  day,  they  went  to  Grand  Detour  and 
occupied  a  vacant  log  cabin,  which  they  found  for 
a  few  weeks,  during  which  time  the  father  was  en¬ 
gaged  in  seeking  a  suitable  location.  Visiting  this 
county,  lie  purchased  a  “squatter's”  claim  to  two 
hundred  and  forty  acres  of  land  in  what  is  now 
Winnebago  Township  and  for  which  he  paid  $750. 

The  maiden  name  of  the  mother  of  our  subject 
was  Zaviah  Jewell*  who  was  born  in  Dudley,  Wor¬ 
cester  County,  Mass.,  and  was  the  daughter  of  | 
Jesse  Jewell.  She  reared  a  family  of  seven  children, 
namely:  Paulina, our  subject,  Gleason,  Irena, Irvin, 
May  A.  and  Byron  W.  She  was  a  most  worthy  lady 
and  departed  this  life  at  the  home  of  her  youngest 
son.  He  of  whom  we  write  was  a  lad  of  fifteen  when 
be  came  to  Illinois  with  his  parents,  and  remem¬ 
bers  well  the  incidents  of  the  overland  journey  and 
the  many  incidents  and  inconveniences  to  which 
they  were  subjected  in  their  new  home.  He  hauled 
the  first  load  of  wheat  to  Chicago  ever  taken  from 
Winnebago  Township  and  was  given  thorough 
training  in  farm  pursuits.  The  lady  to  whom  he 
was  married  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Rachael 
Wood,  of  New  York.  She  was  the  daughter  of 
Joshua  Wood,  who  was  horn  in  Massachusetts,  and 
after  many  years  of  happy  married  life,  died  June 


8,  1874:  The  lady  who  became  the  second  wife  of 
Mr.  Briggs  was  Mrs.  Narcissa  (Folsom)  Moore.  Our 
subject  joined  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
when  eightoen  years  of  age,  and  in  politics  votes 
with  the  Republican  party. 


—  lUSSELL  W.  MORGAN,  whose  sketch  now 
'  claims  attention,  is  one  of  the  ropresonta- 


JP|  tive  farmers  of  Bonus  Township,  Boone 
County,  and  a  gentleman  highly  respected 
alike  for  his  business  qualifications  and  upright 
character.  ‘  He  was  born  in  Erie  Comity,  N.  Y., 
October  5, 1842,  and  is  the  son  of  Emstus  and 
Nancy  (Spaulding)  Morgan,  for  a  further  sketch 
of  whom  the  reader  is  referred  to  the  biography 
of  Jacob  Mabie,  on  another  page  in  this  volume. 

Russell  W.  remained  at  home  on  the  farm  until 
reaching  his  majority,  when  he  went  to  Oil  Cieek 
and  worked  out  by  the  day  or  month  for  three 
years.  Coming  to  this  section  in  I860,  he  purchased 
one  hundred  and  ten  acres  of  land  to  which  he  later 
added  three  hundred  and  ten  acres  and  is  now  one 
of  the  solid  and  influential  agriculturists  of  the 
county.  He  was  rrtarried,  in  December,  1869,  to  . 
Sarah  A.  Bogardns,  who  was  born  in  Cortland 
County,  N.  Y.,  and  was  the  daughter  Of  tee! 
R.  and  Irene  (Brown)  Bogardus.  To  them  have 
been  born  three  children,  namely:  Fred  B.,  who 
was  born  April  17,  1874,  wag  educated  in  the  Bel- 
videre  schools,  and  resides  at  home;  Frank  R.  and 
Glenn,  the  former  of  whom  was  bom  in  August, 
1879,  and  the  latter,  June  80,  1382. 

He  whose  name  heads  this  sketch  has  always 
been  a  Republican  in  polities  and  cast  his  first  vote 
for  Abraham  Lincoln  for  his  second  term  as  Pres¬ 
ident.  He  has  been  honored  with  the 'offices  of 
Road  Commissioner  and  School  Trustee,  the  duties 
Of  which  he  lias  filled  in  a  creditable  manner.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Morgan  are  members  in  good  standing  of 
the  Baptist  Church,  and  in  the  Woman’s  Christian 
Temperance  Union,  Mrs.  ^Morgan  is  an  active 
worker. 

Mr.  Morgan  is  a  self-made  man  in  the  true  sense 
of  that  term  and  has  now  one  of  the  finest  farms 
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in  the  county  iind  devotes  his  attention  to  mixe^ 
agriculture.  His  wife’s  father,  Israel  Bogardus, 
was  born  in  Cortland  County,  N,  Y.,  and  is  still 
living,  making  his  home  with  his  children.  He 
came  to  Boone  County  in  1848,  in  company  with 
his  wife  and  four  children.  His  wife,  who  was  also 
a  native  of  the  Empire  State,  died  in  this  county 
when  thirty-nine  years  of  age. 


P~  RANK  G.  MORGAN  is  a  wholesale  dealer 
in  flour,  feed,  pressed  hay  and  all  kinds  of 
seeds  at  No.  502  West  State  Street.  He  has 
carried  on  business  for  himself  since  November  1, 
1886,  the  last  four  years  of  that  time  being 
located  at  the  above  address.  From  the  begin¬ 
ning  his  trade  has  constantly  increased,  and  by 
his  industry,  perseverance  and  fair  and  honest 
dealinghe  has  worked  up  an  excellent  business. 

Mr.  Morgan  has  the  honor  of  being  a  native  of 
Winnebago  County,  where  his  birth  occurred  Jan¬ 
uary  24,  1857.  His  paternal  grandfather,  John 
Morgan,  a  native  of  Livingston  County,  N.  Y., 
followed  the  trade  Of  a  wagon-maker  throughout 
his  life.  He  married  a  Connecticut  lady,  Miss 
Betsy  Hazen.  His  death  occurred  in  Livingston 
bounty,  but  his  wife  passed  away  in  Rockton,  Ill. 

J.  George  Morgan,  father  of  our  subject,  was  a 
native  of  Livingston  County,  N.  Y.,  and  there 
wedded  Miss  Mary  Doolittle,  who  was  born  in 
Ontario  County.  Soon  afterward  he  emigrated 
with  his  young  wife  to  Illinois,  locating  in  Winne¬ 
bago  County  in  1855,  and  was  engaged  as  a  sue-, 
ecssful  farmer  until  his  death.  He  was  also  an  ex¬ 
tensive  railroad  contractor,  both  before  and  after 
coming  to  the  West.  His  death  occurred  in  Slur- 
land,  in  1872.  Mr.  Morgan  belonged  to  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  and  in  politics  was  a  Republican. 
His  wife  is  still  living  in  Rockford  at  the  age  of 
tlfty-soven  years,  and  is  a  member  of  the  Baptist 
Church.  This  worthy  couple  were  the  parents  of 
six  children  who  are  yet  living,  three  being  now 

raOui°  subject  received  the  educational  advantages 
afforded  by  the  common  schools  and  Rockford 
Business  College,  after  which  lie  engaged  in  teach¬ 


ing  for  some  time.  He  was  joined  in  wedlock  in 
this  city  with  Miss  Carrie  Case,  who  was  bom  in 
Chautauqua  County,  N.  Y.,  April  19,  1857,  and 
when  quite  young  came  with  her  mother  to  Illinois. 
Her  father,  Charles  Case,  died  in  Chautauqua 
County.  His  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Sarah 
Fitcli,  is  yet  living  in  Sliirland  Township,  and  is 
now  the  wife  of  Sebastian  Fickes,  a  farmer  of  that 
community. 

Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Morgan  have  been  born  two 
children:  Mae  C.,  and  Clara  F.  The  parents  are 
both  members  of  tlie  Court  Street  Methodist  Church 
and  are  held  in  high  esteem  for  their  many  excel¬ 
lencies  of  character.  At  local  elections,  Mr.  Mor¬ 
gan  votes  with  the  Prohibition  party  and  on  ques¬ 
tions  of  National  importance  supports Yhe  Repub¬ 
lican  party.  He  has  made  bis  home  in  Rockford 
since  1877,  and  the  property  which  he  now  owns 
has  all  been  acquired  since  that  time.  For  eight 
years,  be  was  in  the  employ  of  J.  G.  Chick,  a  flour 
and  feed  dealer,  after  which  be  began  business  on 
his  own  account  and  has  since  successfully  carried 
on  trade  in  that  line.  He  ranks  high  in  business 
circles  and  is  regarded  as  one  of  tlie  valued  citizens 
Of  the  community. 


GILBERT  F.  SMITH,  who  is  at  present  resid¬ 
ing  in  tlie  village  of  Peeatonica,  was  born  in 
Geauga  County,  Ohio,  April  8,  1827,  and  is 
the  son  of  John  P.  and  Maria  (Ferriss)  Smith.  The 
father,  who  was  bom  in  Massachusetts,  died  in 
Ohio  when  seventy-seven  years  of  age.  He  was  a 
pioneer  farmer  in  the  Western  Reserve,  where  his 
father  located  in  an  early  day.  The  maternal 
uncle  of  our  subject,  Edwin  J.  Ferriss,  was  a  prom¬ 
inent  man  in  Ohio,  making  his  home  near  Cleve- 

knJilbert  F.  Smith,  of  this  sketch,  remained  under 
the  parental  roof  until  reaching  his  majority, 
when,  in  1848,  lie  came  to  Stephenson  County,  this 
State,  and  purchased  land  with  a  soldier’s  iana 
warrant;  the  land  cost  bun  only  seventy-five  cents 
per  acre.  The  lady  to  whom  he  was  married,  Sep¬ 
tember  27,  1849,  was  bom  in  Mt.  Vernon,  Ohio, 
and  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Helen  M.  Shaw. 
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She  was  the  daughter  of  Joseph  Shaw,  who  was 
born  in  Manchester,  England,  on  Easter  Sunday, 
in  1793.  He  emigrated  to  America  when'  about 
twenty-live  years  of  age,  and  was  employed  as  a 

workman  in  a  cotton  factory  in  Massachusetts  un¬ 
til  1829,  when  he  went  to  Ohio  and  engaged  in  a 
woolen-mill.  Thence,  in  1853,  ho  came  to  Illinois 
and  became  a  farmer  in  Stephenson  County,  where 
he  was  residing  at  the  time  of  his  decease  in  his 
seventy-fust  year. 

He  of  whom  we  write  was  one  of  a  family  of 
nine  children,  five  of,  whom  are  living.  By  his 
union  with  Miss  Shaw  were  born  the  following 
children,  viz.:  Devoisan  A.,  who  was  born  in  Ohio, 
October  25,  1851;  Alice  G.,  who  was  born  in 
Stephenson  County,  this  State,  February  11, 1853, 
is  married,  and  has  one  daughter;  Herbert  S.,  who 
is  also  a  native  of  the  above  county,  was  born  No¬ 
vember  23,1855,  and  makes  his  home  in  Texas; 
Ella  M.,  likewise  born  in  Stephenson  Countyy  as 
was  also  Flora  R.,  who  is  engaged  in  teaching 
school  in  Pecatonica. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Smith  are  not  connected  with  any 
religious  denomination,  but  contribute  of  their 
means  to  the  support  of  all.  In  politics1,  our  sub¬ 
ject  is  a  Republican,  casting  his  first  vote  for  J.  C. 
Freemont.  He  has  been  prominent  in  local  affairs, 
and  served  for  some  years  as  an  efficient  member 
of  the!  School  Board. 

CJ.  HEDLUND,  a  successful  and  popular 
merchant  tailor  at  Rockford,  was  born  in 
the  Province  of  Wester  Gothland,  Sweden, 
September  22,  1852.  Wh'en  lie  was  eleven  years 
old,  he  commenced  to  learn  the  trade  of  a  tailor,  at 
which  he  was  employed  prior  to  emigrating  to  this 
country.  His  parents,  Andrew  and  Clara  (Ander¬ 
son)  Hedlnnd,  were  born  in  Wester  Gothland,  Swe¬ 
den,  and  belonged  to  good  old  families  of  that 
province.  After  the  birth  Of  seven  children,  the 
parents  emigrated  to  America  and  proceeded  to 
Rockford,  whither  they  were  followed  by  our  sub¬ 
ject  in  1869.  The  father  pursued  various  avoca¬ 
tions  until  his  death  in  1885,  at  the  age  of  sixty- 
one  years.  His  wife  still  makes  her  home  in  Rock¬ 


ford,  where  she  is  highly  respected,  and  a  valued 
member  of  the  Swedish  Lutheran  Church,  to  which 
her  husband  also  belonged. 

In  a  family  of  eight  children,  our  subject  was 
the  eldest  son,  and  was  reared  in  the  parental  home. 
He  was  married  to  Miss  Christina  Johnscn,  who 
was  born  in  Sweden  February  9,  1850.  In  the 
spring  of  1870,  she  emigrated  to  the  United  States 
and  settled  in  Rockford,  whither  her  parents  and 
the  other  members  of  the  family  had  removed  the 
year  before.  She  is  the  daughter  of  John  and 
Anna  (Larson)  Swanson,  who  are  now  living  on  a 
farm  in  Jackson  County,  Minn.,  and  are  in  pros¬ 
perous  circumstances.  They  are  adherents  of  the 
Lutherau  Church  and  are  worthy  people,  esteemed 
by  all  who  know  them.  Their  family  consists  of 
four  children,  two  sons  and  iwo  daughters. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  IIedlund  are  the  parents  of  four 
living  children,  and  have  lost  one  by  death.  The 
surviving  children  arc  named:  Joliu,  Arthur  E., 
Ellen  G.,  and  Anna  C.  In  politics,  Mr.  llcdlund 
is  a  Republican,  and  socially  is  an  active  number 
of  Abe  Ancient  Order  of  Modern  Woodmen.  He 
is  ^stockholder  in  what  was  formerly  known  as  the 
Merchant  Tailor  Stock  Company,  but  is  now  oper¬ 
ated  under  the  title  of  Marsales  At,  llolmin. 


ENRY  HARRISON  CUSHMAN  was  born 
in  Paris  Township,  Oxford  County,  Me., 
August  23,  1813.  His  parents,  Caleb  and 
(H|  Thankful  (Spaulding)  Cushman,  were  also 
natives  of  the  Pine  Tree  State,  and  died  at  Paris, 
Oxford  County,  the  father  at  the  age  of  seven ty- 
six,  and  the  mother  when  eiglity-three  years  old. 
Three  children  comprise  the  parental  family, 
namely:  Henry  Harrison^  of  this  sketch;  Cynthia 
E.,  who  married  Charles  F.  Cummings;  and  Clemen¬ 
tine  A. 

The  paternal  grandparents  of  our  subject,  Caleb 
and  Sylvia  (Sampson)  Cushman,  were  born  in 
Maine,  and  in  that  State  spent  their  entire  lives, 
engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits,  the  grandfather 
passing  hence  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty -three 
“  and  his  wife  when  forty-five  years  old.  There  were 
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several  branches  of  the  Cushman*  family,  some  of  1 
whom  took  an  active  part  in,  the  Revolutionary  ) 
War,  and  were  among  the  early  settlers  of  Paris,  1 
Oxford  County.  Me.  They  traced  their  “title  ; 
Clear”  to  Robert,  who  came  to  Plymouth  in  the 
ship  “Fortune”  in  .1621,  but  did  not  remain  in 
this  country,  returning  to  England  as  agent  for 
the  Plymouth  Colony,  and  dying  while  in  that 
service.  While  in  Plymouth,  he  preached  the  noted 
lay  sermon  on  “The  Sin  and  Danger  of  Self  Love.” 

The  maternal  grandfather  of  our  subject,  Benja¬ 
min  Spaulding,  married  Miss  Polly  Carrot,  No¬ 
vember  29,  1764,  and  died  October  14,  1811. 
His  wife  was  born  January  81,  1740,  and  died 
October  4,  1819.  The  children  born  of  this  mar¬ 
riage  were  as  follows:  Patty,  born  September  14, 
1765,  married  Joseph  Robinson;  Rebecca,  born 
November  10,  1766,  married  Benjamin  ITeald; 
Benjamin,  born  August  15,  1768;  Leonard,  born 
February  18,  1770,  married  Margaret  Wanen, 
Elizabeth,  born  January  18,  1772,  became  the  wife 
of  John  Fletcher;  Abel,  born  October  15,  177/, 
chose  as  his  wife  Phebe  Prostcn;  Esther,  born  Oc¬ 
tober  28,  1779,  became  the  wife  of  Alexander 
Thayer;  Stephen,  bo#  August  IS,  1782’  un^ 
Thankful,  bom  August  16,  1787,  marr.ed  Caleb 
Cushman  December  26,  1808.  Caleb  Cushman 
passed  from  earth  February  7,  1868,  and  Ins  wife 
departed  this  life  June  14,  1870. 

Our  subject  was  the  seventh  generation  from  the 
famous  Robert.  He  passed  ins  youth  in  Ins  native 
State,  and  at  the  age  of  twenty-four,  in  company 
with  several  young  men  from  Pans,  Me-  ,, 

Whom  was  Bambridge Dean,  who  settled  in  Dekalb 
County),  decided  to  go  West,  and,  Adding :  fe£ 
well  to  the  New  England  States,  home  and  lends 
they  journeyed  toward  the  setting  sun  in  1837.  1  he 
trip  was  made  partly  by  wafer,  and  after  landing 
at  Ottawa,  111.,  he  purchased  four  yoke  of  oxen 
two  wagons  and  two  cows,  after  which  he  pushed 
on  to  De Kalb  County. 

After  searching  for  some  time  for  a  ’ 

cation,  Mr.  Cushman  finally  purchased  torn  hun¬ 
dred  acres  of  productive  land  in  l)oI^OU,^> 
where  he  made  his  home  until  the  fell  o  1837- 
He  then  bought  land  of  the  Government,  ml  few, 
Boone  County,  on  which  lie  erected  a  dwelling 


bouse,  barns,  and  made  other  improvements.  There 
he  and  his  wife  reared  their  family  and  made  their 
home  until  the  death  of  the  wife,  about  fifty 
years  after  coming  hither.  He  made  many  im¬ 
provements  on  the  place,  and  on  looking  over 
the  well-cultivated  fields  and  good  buildings,  one 
could  scarcely  realize  that  it  was  a  wild,  uncul¬ 
tivated  tract  of  land  destitute  pf  buildings  when 
ho  first  settled  on  it.  He  still  owns  part  of  the  old 
farm  in  DcKalb  County. 

A  man  of  very  generous  impulse  and  strictest 
honor,  Mr.  Cushman  is  most  esteemed  by  those 
who  knew  him  best.  Before  stricken  with  disease,  he 
possessed  great  physical  vigor,  strength  and  activ¬ 
ity.  The  companion  who ,  clieerf  ulLy  assisted  linn 
in  the  struggle  for  a  livelihood,  and  who  stood 
faithfully  bv  his  side  in  adversity  and  disap¬ 
pointments,  was  known  in  maidenhood  as  Sarah 
Bateman,  and  became  his  wife  in  Rockford,  May 
10,  1840.  She  was  the  daughter  of  Jonathan^  and 
Polly  (Russell)  Bateman,  and  was  born  m  Yates,  , 
Niagara  County, N.  Y.,  December  1,  1818,  her  an¬ 
cestors  being  of  English  birth. 

The  parents  of  Mrs.  Cushman  were  natives  of 
Vermont,  the  father  born  in  1762  and  the  mother 
twenty  years  later.  Their  marriage  was  blessed  by 
the  birth  of  seven  children,  namely:  Stephen,  who 
married  Lydia  Shaver;  Lovina,  Mrs.  Michael  Sha¬ 
ver-  Joana,  who  married  Samuel  S.  Gregory;  Tru¬ 
man;  Sarah,  wife  of  Henry  H.  Cushman;  and  two 
children  who  died  in  infancy.  Mr.  Bateman  was 
a  merchant,  and  engaged  in  buying  and  selling 
horses.  In  1815,  the  family  removed  from  Vermont 
to  New  York,  where  the  mother  died  at  the  age  of 
forty-four  and  the  father  when  sixty-seven  years 
Old,  leaving  their  daugh|er  Sarah  an  orphan  at  the 
ao*  of  eleven.  Subsequently  she  came  West  with 
her  sister, Mrs.  Samuel  Gregory,  and  settled  m  their 
pioneer  home  at  Rockford  in  1836,  when  she  was 
'  eighteen.  Many  are  the  incidents  she  would  after¬ 
ward  relate  of  their  wild  prairie  home  m  the  little 
loer  cabin,  which  at  times  accommodated  as  many 
asDthirty  persons,  and  was  situated  on  what  is  now 
known  as  Woodruffs  Addition  to  Rockford. 

’  After  her  marriage,  Mrs.  Cushman  removed  to 
Flora,  Boone  County,  where  she  remained  until 
l  her  death,  April  18,  1889.  She  was  the  mother  of 
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four  children,  namely:  Edna  C.,  born  February  15, 
1841,  married  Walter  S.  Lucas,  of  Flora,  Boone 
County;  Mariette,  born  November  22,  1845, 
married  Quincy  Jones, ?of  Waverly,  Iowa;  Sarah 
Jane,  whose  birth  occurred  December  9,1848,  be¬ 
came  the  wife  of  Isaac  N.  Witt,  of  Spring  Town¬ 
ship,  Boone  County ;  and  James,  born  in  1853, 
died  in  infancy.  There  was  also  an  adopted 
daughter,  Helen  Chase,  who  was  born  December  5, 
1858,  and  wasl  married  to  Frank  J.  Anderson,  of 
Herfidon,  Guthrie  County,  Iowa.  The  daughters 
were  reared  and  educated  in  Boone  County,  and 
all  reside  in  the  vicinity  of  the  old  homestead. 


EDMUND  WHITTLESEY,  who  has  always 
been  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits,  is  at 
i  the  present  time  making  a  specialty  of  bee 
culture  on  his  splendid  farm  on  sections  5  and  8, 
Seward  Township,  Winnebago  County.  He  is  a 
native  of  Stockbrulgc,  Berkshire  County,  Mass., 
his  birth  occurring  June  17,  1814.  His  father, 
Solomon  Whittlesey,  was  born  April  30,  1786,  in 
the  above-named  county,  where  also  his  father, 
Eliphalet,  was  born  in  1772.  The  latter-named  gen¬ 
tleman  married  Comfort  Waller,  by  whom  he  had 
eleven  children;  he  spent  his  last  days  in  Massa- 


Miss  Susan  Vance,  who  was  a  native  of  South 
Charlestown,  Clark  County,  Ohio,  her  birth  occur- 
ring  February  17,  1820.  Mrs.  Whittlesey  was  the 
daughter  of  Joseph  C.  and  Jane  E.  Vance,  the 
former  born  November  13, 1780,  in  Kentucky,  and 
the  latter  July  26, 1785,  in  the  same  State.  Mr. 
Vance  died  in  Winnebago  County,  September  11, 
1841,  while  his  good  wife,  who  survived  him  a 
number  Of  years,  departed  this  life  in  Ohio,  in 
April,  1882, 

Mrs.  Susan  Whittlesey  departed  this  life  at  her 
home  March  26,  1885.  The  family  is  very  promi¬ 
nent  in  public  life,  there  being  many  professional 
men  in  thh  family.  Our  subject  had  a  half-brother 
in  the  late  war,  and  his  father  participated  in  the 
War  of  1812.  Vo  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Whittlesey  have 
been  born  three  children:  Mary  O.,  born  July  29, 
1845;  Edmund  V.,  November  5, 1859;  and  Joseph 
II.,  June  6,  1848.  Our  subject  has  five  grandchil¬ 
dren:  Susan  F;.,  Walter  E.,  Olive,  Derwenth  and 
H.  R.  Crane.  With  his  wife,  he  is  a  member  of  the 
Congregational  Church,  and  in  township  affairs 
has  been  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  a  period  of  forty- 
three  yean.  He  has  also  held  the  office  of  Super¬ 
visor  for  twenty-one  years,  and  of  Assessor  and 
Treasurer  of  the  township  for  thirty-nine  years. 


chusetts. 

The  first  of  the  name  of  Whittlesey  known  to 
have  come  to  America  waS  John  W.,  who  crossed 
the  oceah  in  1650,  and  was  engaged  as  a  tanner  at  j 
Saybrook,  N.  Y.  The  father  of  our  subject  came 
West  to  Ohio  in  1817,  and,  locating  in  Lorain 
County,  cleared  a  trac/of  land,  upon  which  he  re¬ 
sided  until  his  decease,  which  occurred  when  eighty 
years  of  age.  Edmund  was  one  of  the  four  chil¬ 
dren  born  to  his  mother,  but  his  father,  by  a  sec¬ 
ond  marriage,  became  the  parent  of  seven  children. 

He  of  whom  we  write  resided  at  home  until 
reaching  his  majority,  and  in  1835  came  to  Rock¬ 
ford,  where  he  resided  for  a  twelvemonth,  and  in 
October  of  the  following  year  removed  to  Seward 
Township,  where  he  was  in  the  employ  of  his  pros¬ 
pective  father-in-law  for  two  years.  Later,  he  took 
up  a  tract  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  Gov¬ 
ernment  laud,  and  May  6,  1839,  was  married  to 


(LJh  rs.  ELSEY  WYMAN,  who  is  at  present  re- 
JMlI;  siding  on  section  31,  Manchester  Town- 
]/  II  ship,  Boone  County,  was  born  in  Ben- 
v  nington,  Vfc.,  where  also  her  father,  Will¬ 

iam  Potten,  was  born.  Her  mother,  who  bore  the 
name  of  Cynthia  Burgess,  was  a  native  of  HooSick, 
N.  Y.,  and  died  in  1844,  when  sixty-one  years  of 
age.  The  father  departed  this  life  in  1826,  when 
in  his  thirty-ninth  year,  leaving  his  widow  with 
six  sons  and  three  daughters,  of  whom  Mrs.  Wy¬ 
man  and  her  brother  Washington,  who  makes  his 
home  in  South  Haven,  Mich.,  are  the  only  survi¬ 
vors. 

The  original  of  this  sketch  came  from  New  Eng¬ 
land  to  Manchester  Township  in  1851,  making  the 
journey  to  Chicago  by  waterman d  from  that  city 
wnlked  to  this  county,  this  part  of  the  journey 
I  consuming  two  day3.  She  was  married  when  sev- 
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an  teen  years  of  age,  in  Bennington,  Vt.,  and  the 
journey  to  this  county  above  described  was  made 
in  company  With  her  husband  and  four  chil¬ 
dren.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wyman  first  located  upon 
a  rented  farm,  and  two  years  later  pm^ascd 
eighty  acres  of  land,  for  which  •'  Pei 

acre.  After  various  removals  they,  in\\884,  pui- 
cluised  the  present  estate  upon  which  our  subject 
is  residing,  and  which  includes  a  quartcr-sechon 
of  excellent  land.  The  place  is  improved  with  all 

the  necessary  buildings  and  farm  machinery,  and 

is  well  cultivated  by  its  owner. 

Mr.  Wyman  departed  this  life  in  Deconoei, 
1886,  when  in  his  seventy-fourth  year.  The  our 
children  who  are  deceased  «">:  Oreon  .who  at  Ins 
death,  in  I860,  loft  a  wife  and  three  children,  as 
did  also  Calvin,  who  died  in  1876.  Jeanette  do- 
earted  this  life  in  1819,  when  nine  years  of  age, 
Lad  George  died  in  1842,  at  the  age  of  »*•*«“•■ 
Those  living  aro  Jane,  Mrs.  Shorwood  Ellsworth, 
nonliving  fa  Manchester, and  Charles,  a  farmer  m 
Iowa.  Mrs.  Wyman  has  ten  grandchildren  and 
twelve  great-grandchildren.  Her  son  Charles  was 
.  volunteer  soldier  in  the  lain  Civil  War,  - 

from  Rockford  in  1861, and  Imconung  n  n.cn*e  f 
the  Ninety-fifth  Illinois  Infantry,  lie  served  aitli- 
fully  nnd  well  during  the  entire  struggle  an  P 
tieipated  in  many  important  battles,  among ^ 
was  Gettysburg,  where  he  had  the  mdek  flagei  of 
his  riffht  hand  shot  off. 

Miss  Carrie  Wyman,  au  adoi)tcd  daughter  o  out 
subject,  married  Edwin  Fallow,  who  assists  Mis. 
Wyman  in  conducting  the  farm. 


« CHARLES  As  UNDERMAN.  The  farm 
Which  Mr.  Linderman  now  owns  and  con- 
JJ  ducts  in  such  an  enterprising  and  indus- 

trlous  manner  embraces  one  hundred  and^hh'ty^two 

acres,  terming  one  of  the  neat,  comfortable  homo 
steads  of  this  township.  The  improvom™m  on  t 
are  convenient  mid  complete  and,  no  doubt,  -no 
reason  of  his  success  in  this  enllmg  is  a 
from  hi.  earliest  youth  he  has  been  tamiha  ^ 
the  duties  of  farm  labor.  He  ires  born  in  Rue 


County,  N.  Y.,  May  8,  1833,  and  his  father,  Henry 
Linderman,  was  also  a  native  of  the  Empire  State, 
born  in  Tompkins  County  in  1800.  The  grand¬ 
father  of  our  subject,  Cornelius  L.  Linderman,  was 
born  in  Germany,  March  29,  1756,  and  his  parents 
were  also  natives  of  that  country.  Cornelius  L. 
Linderman  came  to  America  at  an  early  date  and 
followed  farming  in  Tompkins  County,  N.  Y., 
where  lie  was  one  of  the  pioneers.  He  married  - 
Miss  Anna  Young,  and  they  became  the  parents  of 
fifteen  children,  seven  sons  and  eight  daughters, 
of  whom  but  one  died  young,  fourteen  becoming 
the  heads  of  families.  The  mother  of  these  chil¬ 
dren  died  in  Erie  County  at  a  ripe  old  age  and  hei 
husband,  too,  lived  to  be  extremely  old,  dying 
when  in  the  nineties,. 

The  father  of  our  kbject,  Henry  Linderman, 
was  the  thirteenth  in  order  of  birth  of  the  above 
mentioned  children,  and  after  reaching  mature 
years,  lie  selected  as  his  companion  m  life  Miss  Di¬ 
ana  Hamel,  a  native  of  New  Jersey,  of  German  de¬ 
scent,  and  their  nuptials  were  celebrated  m  Erie 
County,  N.  Y.,  about  1823.  They  commenced  Me 
0n  a  farm  there,  but  sold  this  when  coming  to  Illi¬ 
nois,  in  November,  1843.  Their  children  were  al 
born  in  Now  York  Stale  and  accompanied  them  to 
the  Far  West.  They  wore  sin  weeks  in  making  the 
journey  nnd  lind  a  very  rough  trip,  encountering 
many  storms  nnd  mneh  cold,  disagreeable  weather, 
which  made  it  very  unpleasant  for  them,  as  they 
went  with  a  team  ot  horses.  After  Mr’ 

nois,  they  bought  eighty  acres  of  land  from  Mi. 

Underman's  brother,  William,  who  bad 

him  abont  sin  years,  and  as  it  was  covered  with  a 
thick  growth  of  timber  our  subject  immediately 
set  to  work  clearing  it.  In  this  he  was  assisted 
very  much .  by  his  sons,  who  had  become  huge 
,  do  considerable  work.  On  this  farm 

”.c  father  died  February  26,  1876  when  in  ins 
i  seventy-sixth  year,  leaving  Ins  widow  and  five 

I  Siren  an  estate  of  one  hundred  and  forty «« 

,  in  cultivation,  all  well  stocked,  and  good  buildings, 
i,  The  mothor  passed  away  on  the  8th  of  March, 
o  1881,  when  seventy-five  yearn  of  age.  Their  ohil- 
*  Ln  were  named  as  follows  :  William,  bom  March 
t  11824,  a  farmer  in  low.  ;  Elizabeth  A,  born  De¬ 
is  oembor  11,  1826,  married  William  L.  Adams, 
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farmer  in  Iowa;  Cornelia,  born  September  13, 
1830,  Mrs.  Nelson  Hill,  is  now  a  resident  of  Be¬ 
loit,  having  retired  from  a  fine  farm  in  Manchester 
Township;  Charles  A.  (our  subject);  Cornelius, 
born  March  20, 1836,  died  in  Manchester  Township, 
when  twenty-two  or  twenty-three  years  of  age, 
and  George  W,  born  May  4,  1888,  married,  and 
resides  in  California.  He  purchased  one  thousand 
four  hundred  acres  in  the  Sacramento  Valley. 

On  the  farm  in  Manchester  Township  our  sub¬ 
ject  grew  to  manhood;and  on  the  28th  of  Decem¬ 
ber,  1857,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Mary  Jane  Grout, 
daughter  of  Theodore  and  Ann  (Little)  Grout,  the 
father  born  in  Addison  County,  Vt.,  in  1799,  and 
the  mother  in  Cumberland  County,  England,  Jan¬ 
uary  15,  1813.  In  1849,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Grout  came 
to  Illinois  from  Ohio,  where  Mrs.  Linderman  was 
born  in  Perry,  Lake  County,  October  13, 1839,  set¬ 
tled  in  Winnebago  County,  and  here  the  father  j 
died  in  June,  1874,  when  seventy-five  years  of 
age,  leaving  a  wife  and  a  son  and  daughter. 
The  son,  John  D.  Grout,  was  born  at  Saybrook, 
Ashtabula  County,  Ohio,  January  9, 1843,  and  was 
a  soldier  in  the  Civil  War,  serving  the  entire  time. 
He  never  received  a  wound,  but  his  health  was 
never  so  good  afterward,  on  account  of  exposure, 
etc.  He  enlisted  in  Company  H,  Twelfth  Illinois  , 
Cavalry,  and  came  out  an  Orderly.  The  daughter 
is  now  Mrs.  Linderman.  The  mother  of  these 
children  is  now  seventy-nine  years  of  age,  and  her 
mind  is.clear  as  of  old  alid  she  enjoys  compara¬ 
tively  good  health. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Linderman  settled  on  sixty  acres 
soon  after  marriage  and  have  since  added  to  this 
until  they  now  have  one  hundred  and  thirty-two 
acres  of  excellent  land.  They  built  a  large  and 
commodious  barn,  in  1873,  76x50  and  60x24  with 
basement,  and  in  1890,  their  fine  large  house  was 
erected.  Mr.  Linderman  is  engaged  in  general 
farming,  raising  all  the  cereals,  and  is  also  engaged 
to  some  extent  in  raising  horses,  having  at  the 
present  time  about  fifteen  head  of  fine  animals. 
His  marriage  resulted  in  the  following  children  : 
Cornelius  A.,  born  July  9,  1860,  married  Miss 
Tina  Wright,  and  is  now  an  employe  on  the  rail¬ 
road  at  Beloit;  Carrie  L,  bom  February  20, 1864, 
attended  the  Seminary  at  Rockford;  Fred  S.,  born 


May  10, 1877,  is  at  home  on  the  farm,  and  Maggie 
Ann,  born  jltily  2, 1881,  is  a  very  bright,  intelligent 
little  girl.  They  have  lost  four  children,  a  daugh¬ 
ter,  Cora  D.,  died  February  17,  1883,  when  not 
five  years  of  age,  and  a  son,  II.  Irving,  died  on  the 
20th  of  February,  1883,  w)»en  twenty-one  years  of 
age,  both  of  scarlet  fever.  Two  children  died 
in  infancy. 

Our  subject  is  a  sstrong  advocate  of  Republican 
principles,  and  belongs  to  the  Masonic  order  of 
Beloit,  Wis. 

SEYMOUR  A.  BLAKE.  This  gentleman 
who  is  one  of  the  prominent  farmers  of 
Durand  Township,  Winnebago  County,  is 
also  President  of  the  Bank  of  Durand.  He 
is  one  of  the  old  and  honored  pioneers  of  this  sec¬ 
tion,  having  been  born  in  Georgia,  I  ranklin 
County,  Vt.,  March  12,  1832,  and  came  to  Winne¬ 
bago  County  when  fourteen  yearn  of  age.  His  pa¬ 
rents,  John  and  Philura  (Campbell)  Blake,  were 
also  natives  of  New  England,  and  i^/ 1846  came  to 
Illinois  and  located  in  Durand  Township.  There 
the  father  entered  a  tract  of  land,  which  ho  Inter 
traded  for  improved  property,  and  pursued  farming 
until  his  decease  at  three-score  and  ten  years  of 
age.  His  good  wife, died  in  her  ninetieth  year. 

The  ten  children  included  in  the  parental 
family  are  John,  Sarah  Ann,  Samuel,  Philura, 
Stephen,  William,  Pliidelia  Abigail,  our  Subject 
and  Hester  A.  Seymour  A.  was  reared  on  the  home 
farm  and  resided  under  the  parental  roof  until  his 
marriage.  The  lady  to  whom  he  was  married  in 
1858  bore  the  name  of  Cordelia  Hoyt,  the  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Hiram  Iloyt.  She  was  born  in  Georgia,  Vt., 
in  1832,  and  after  her  marriage  located  with  her 
husband  on  the  old  homestead,  which  Mr.  Blake 
carried  on  in  the  interest  Of  his  father.  He  later 
purchased  the  property  and  made  it  his  borne  un¬ 
til  1886,  when,  in  order  to  get  nearer  town  and. 
church,  he  sold  out  and  purchased  his  present 
place,  which  adjoins  the  village  of  Durand.  His 
estate  includes  two  hundred,  and  forty  acres  of 
land,  all  in  one  body,  and  is  excellently  improved 
with  first-class  and  substantial  buildings. 
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Mr.  and  Mrs.  Blake  have  had  no  children  of 
their  own,  but  have  performed  the  part  of  parents 
to  several  w/  pm  they  have  adopted.  In  his  polit¬ 
ical  belief,  he  is  a  Prohibitionist  and  an  advocate 
of  woman’s  rights.  He  formerly  supported  the 
Republican  ticket.  In  religious  affairs,  he  is  a 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  which 
denomination  he  was  instrumental  in  organizing 
in  this  township,  and  for  the  past  quarter  of  a 
Century  has  been  Sunday-school  Superintendent, 
and at  the  present  time  is  the  incumbent  of  the 
positions  of  Trustee  and  Steward. 


eJIARLES  A.  NORTON,  cashier  of  the  bank  „ 
of  Durand,  is  a  man  of  unquestioned  busi¬ 
ness  ability,  and  in  years  is  still  on  the 
sunny  side  of  thirty,  having  been  born  May  2, 
1863,  in  Durand,  He  acquired  a  good  practical 
education  in  the  common  schools,  which  was  later 
supplemented  by  attendance  at  the  Rock  River 
Seminary  at  Mt.  Morris,  this  State.  He  is  the  son 
of  Oscar  Norton,  one  of  the  well-to-do  merchants 
and  progressive  citizens  of  the  village,  and  whose 
sketch  will  be  found  on  another  page  in  this  vol¬ 
ume. 

When  oigb  S  years  old  our  subject  bought  a  small 
box  of  jewelry  and  started  out  as  a  pedlar  through 
the  surrounding  country,  and,  being  successful  in 
that  kind  of  work,  continued  to  be  so  employed  for 
the  next  five  years,  when  not  in  school.  During  the 
last,  two  seasons,  he  had  a  team  and  wagon,  and  be¬ 
sides  carrying  jewelry  had  a  stock  of  notions  which 
he  gave  in  exchange  for  rags,  etc.  lie  met  with  more 
than  ordinary  success  in  his  undertaking,  and  thus 
early  in  life  became  well  versed  in  business  prin¬ 
ciples.  He  later  began  clerking  for  his  father  and 
in  one  corner  of  the  store  had  a  stock  of  his  own, 
consisting  of  books  and  stationery.  In  1884,  he 
purchased  the  hardware  business  of  Mr.  Morey  and 
combining  the  same  with  his  books  and  stationery 
has  since  continued  in  the  hardware  trade,  and  has 
to-day  a  fine  building,  which  is  stocked  with  a 
complete  lino  of  shelf  and  heavy  hardware. 

In  December,  1891,  the  Bank  of  Durand  was  or¬ 
ganized  with  the  following-named  gentlemen  as 


officers:  Seymour  A.  Blake,  President;  Oscar  Nor¬ 
ton,  Vice-president,  and  Charles  A.  Norton,  Cash¬ 
ier.  The  bank  has  a  capital  of  $40,000,  and  since 
its  establishment  our  subject  has  acted  in  the  ca¬ 
pacity  of  Cashier  and  Manager.  January  IT,  1883, 
he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Alice  L.,  daughter  of 
Seymour  A.  and  Cordelia  (Hoyt)  Blake,  who  was 
born  in  this  county,  January  28,  1863. 

In  politics,  the  original  of  this  sketch  votes  with 
the  Prohibition  party.  He  has  been  the  incumbent 
of  various  positions  of  trust,  having  held  the  offices 
of  Township  Clerk,  Village  Treasurer,  and  is  the 
present  School  Treasurer  and  also  Notary  Public. 
He  is  a  member  of  Durand  Lodge,  A.  F.  &  A.  M., 
and  in  religious  matters  in  identified  with  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  in  which  denomina¬ 
tion  he  is  Steward,  Secretary,  a  teacher  in  the  Sun¬ 
day-school  and  President  of  the  Epworth  League. 


VILLIAM  II.  OILL,  the  owner  of  a  finely- 
improved  farm  of  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  in  Cherry  Valley  Township,  and  one 
of  the  prominent  citizens  of  Winnebago  County, 
has  resided  upon  the  place  which  lie  still  owns  and 
occupies  since  1855,  having  purchased  the  land  the 
year  prior  to  his  removal  hither.  He  was  born 
twelve  miles  west  of  Niagara  Falls,  in  the  province 
of  Ontario,  August  2,  1820,  and  was  reared  to 
farming  pursuits. 

The  paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject,  Nich¬ 
olas  Oill,  was  born  in  Germany,  and  when  a  young 
man  came  to  America,  he  and  a  brother  being 
among  the  Hessian  troops  who  were  hired  for  ser¬ 
vice  in  the  Revolutionary  War.  After  the  con¬ 
test  was  over,  he  settled  in  Canada,  where  he  died 
upon  a  farm  in  Ontario.  John  N.  Oill,  father  of 
our  subject,  was  a  native  of  the  above-named 
province,  and  there  spent  his  entire  life,  dying 
upon  the  old  homestead  where  the  family  had  lived 
for  years.  A  man  of  honor  and  enterprise,  and  a 
believer  of  reform  in  politics,  his  death  at  the  age 
of  sixty-four  years  was  mourned  by  all  who  knew 
him.  a 

The  mother  of  our  subject,  Margaret  (Johnson) 
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Oill,  was  born  and  reared  near  the  old  Oill  home¬ 
stead.  Her  father,  James  Johnson,  was  a  native  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  at  an  early  day  removed  from 
that  State  to  Canada,  where  he  died  when  past  the 
years  allotted  to  man.  Mrs.  Margaret  Oill  was  a 
good  and  kind  woman,  and  lived  to  be  more  than 
eighty  years  old.  She  was  the  mother  of  five  sons 
and  three  daughters,  all  of  whom  still  survive. 

In  his. native  province,  our  subject  was  married 
to  Miss  Hester  A.  Snure.  This  lady  is  the  grand¬ 
daughter  of  John  Snure,  who  came  to  America 
from  Germany  prior  to  the  Revolutionary  War 
and  improved  a  farm  from  the  heavy  timber  in  On¬ 
tario.  He  died  of  injuries  received  by  being 
thrown  from  a  horse.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
Dunkard  Church,  and  a  true(]  Christian,  known  as 
a  noble  man  and  a  hero  in  the  battlefield  of  life. 

The  father  of  Mrs.  Oill  was  John  Snure,  Jr., 
Whose  entire  life  was  passed  on  the  Old  Snure 
homestead,  in  the  province  of  Ontario.  His  wife, 
whose  maiden  name  was  Lydia  Clark,  was  born  in 
New  York,  and  survived  her  husband  for  some 
years,  coming  to  Rockford  after  his  demise,  and 
spending  her  remaining  day#  with  Mrs.  Oill,  in 
Cherry  Valley  Township.  She  was  an  active  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Christian  Church,  to  which  her  husband 
also  belonged,  and  died  in  that  faith  at  the  age  of 
seventy-six  years,  in  1878.  Mr.  and  Mm.  Oill 
have  no  children  of  their  own,  but  have  reared  five 
children,  all  of  whom  are  married.  Mrs.  Oill  is  a 
prominent  member  of  the  Christian  Church  at 
Rockford,  and  has  been  identified  with  that  de¬ 
nomination  since  1844.  In  his  political  affiliations, 
Mr.  Oill  is  a  Republican,  and  ardently  devoted  to 
the  principles  qf  the  party. 


SAMUEL  B.  MEREDITH,  who  resides  in  the 
city  of  Rockford,  has  made  farming  his 
life  occupation  and  since  1852  has  been 
one  of  the  leading  agriculturists  of  Winnebago 
County.  As  he  is  well  and  favorably  known 
throughout  this  community,  we  feel  assured  that 
this  sketch  will  prove  of  interest  to  many  of  our 
readers.  He  was  born  in  Millerstown,  Juniata 


County,  Pa.,  on  the  18th  of  June,  1819,  and  is  a 
son  of  David  Meredith,  who  was  born  in  Lancaster 
County,  Pa.,  and  is  qf  Welsh  descent.  The  father 
learned  the  trade  of  a  blacksmith,  and  when  a 
young  man  removed  to  Millerstown  of  his  native 
State,  where  lie  followed  that  occupation  for  some 
years.  He  then  purchased  a  farm  in  the  Rock 
River  Valley,  four  miles  from  Millerstown,  and 
turned  his  attention  to  agricultural  pursuits,  which 
he  there  carried  on  until  1852.  In  that  year,  he 
came  to  Illinois  and  spent  his  last  days  in  the 
home  of  his  son  Thomas.  IBs  wife  bore  the  maiden 
name  of  Jane  Black  and  she  spent  her  entire  life 
in  the  Keystone  State.  Q 

No  event  of  special  importance  occurred  during 
the  childhood  of  our  subject  which  was  passed  in  ^ 
Pennsylvania  and  under  the  parental  roof.  It 
was  in  1852  that  he  decided  to  seek  a  home  in  the 
West,  hoping  to  better  his  financial  condition  by 
so  doing.  He  came  at  once  to  Illinois,  locating  at 
Rockford,  which  was  then  the  Western  terminus  of 
the  railroad.  After  a  few  weeks  spent  in  the  city, 
lie  purchased  forty  acres  of  land  in  the  town  of 
Byron,  Ogle  County,  for  which  he  paid  $800.  lie 
sold  it,  however,  about  ten  months  later  and  pur¬ 
chased  ninety  in  Winnebago  Township,  this  county 
for  $2,500.  He  made  a  number  of  improvements 
during  the  few  years  of  his  residence  on  that  placo, 
and  then  sold  it,  soon  afterwards  becoming  owner 
of  a  one  hundred  and  eighty-two  acre  farm  in  the 
same  township,  upon  which  he  made  his  home  un¬ 
til  1865,  when  he  came  to  Rockford  Township  and 
bought  his  present  home,  although  he  did  not  sell 
his  farm  in  Winnebago  Township  until  a  few  years 
later.  He  also  bought  a  farm  in  Leaf  River  Town¬ 
ship,  which  is  still  in  his  possession. 

Mr.  Meredith  lias  been  twice  married.  In  tho 
Keystone  State,  at  the  age  of  twenty-three  was 
joined  in  wedlock  with  Marga'rct  Donley,  who  was 
born  in  Pennsylvania  and  died  on  January  6, 1865. 
In  1867,  he  led  to  the  marriage  altar  Mrs.  Mary 
Johnson,  ne&  Harmon,  a  native  of  Sulfield,  Conn. 

,  born  on  the  3d  of  June,  1818.  Her  father,  Jehiel 
i  Harmon,  was  also  born  in  Connecticut  and  there 
;  resided  until  1845,  when  he,  accompanied  by  his 
-  family,  came  to  Illinois.  They  started  with  a 
i  team  and  drove  to  Westfield,  Mass.,  whence  they 
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w?nt  by  rnijroad  to  Albany  and  by  the  Erie 
Canal  to  Buffalo,  where  they  took  a  Lake  steamer 
for  Chicago.  The  journey  frofn  there  to  Winne¬ 
bago  County  was  completed  by  wagons,  and  in 
Winnebago  Township  Mr,  Ilarjnon  joined  his  son 
Simeon,  one  of  Ifie  early  Bottlers  of  the  county. 
His  death  occurred 0here  the  following  year.  Iiis 
wife  survived  him  some  time  and  departed  this 
life  in  Centreville. 

Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Meredith  has  been  born  one 
daughter,  Nancy,  now  the  widow  of  Henry  Roberts 
of  Winnebago  Township.  She  has  four  children: 
Jessie,  Blanche,  Samuel  and  Ethel.  The  family  U 
one  favorably  known  throughout  this  community 
where  they  have  so  long  resided  and  tho  Meredith 
household  is  the  abode  of  hospitality.  Our  subject 
has  led  a  busy  and  useful  life,  and  his  industry 
has  met  with  a  well-deserved  reward  in  the  shape 
of  a  good  competence.  Mr.  Meredith  affiliates 
with  the  Democratic  party. 

»- 

■  i 

S.  CHARN,  stockholder,  Director  and  cus¬ 
tom  cutter  of  the  Globe  Clothing  Man¬ 
ufacturing  Company,  or  Rockford,  one  of 
the  most  valuable  and  profitable  enter¬ 
prises  of  the  city,  was  one  of  the  promoters  of  the 
business  and  is  noted  for  his  ability,  both  technical 
and  practical.  He  has  been  the  custom  cutter  since, 
the  organization  of  the  business  in  1890,  and  is 
proficient  and  skillful  in  his  work.  This  company 
has  prospered  in  every  way  since  starting,  employs 
thirty  to  forty  men,  has  five  commercial  men  on 
the  road  alt  the  time,  and  now  stands  on  a  solid 
foundation. 

In  Sweden,  his  native  country,  where  his  birth 
occurred  in  Wester  Gothland  Province,  March  7, 
1851,  Mr.  Cham  received  a  good  practical  educa¬ 
tion  and  was  married  to  Miss  Sophia  Anderson, 
who  is  also  a  native  of  that  province.  After  the 
birth  of  two  children,  or  in  1880,  he  brought  his 
family  to  the  Slates  and  settled  in  Rockford,  where 
he  subsequently  learned  his  trade*  Since  their  res¬ 
idence  hero  four  more  children  have  blessed  their 
union:  Simon  A.  works  in  the  Union  Furniture 
Factory,  of  Rockford,  as  carver;  Mary  E.,  Esther 

2  -  fu. 


5k,  Hannah  L.,  Huldah  V.  and  Victor  E.,  all  at 
home.  After  learning  his  trade,  Mr.  Cham  carried 
on  a  successful  business  on  his  own  account  yfttil 
the  present  company  was  organized.  Wl>4  he 
brought  his  family  to  this  country,  his  brother 
Benjamin  came  with  him  and  settled  in  Rockford. 
The  latter  married  Miss  Jennie  Landen,  of  Jon- 
koping,  Sweden,  who  came  to  this  country  .at  the 
same  time. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  A.  J.  Kjern,  came  to 
this  country  a  year  after  his  sons  and  has  since 
been  a  resident  of  Rockford.  He  is  engaged  as 
tailor  in  the  factory  above  mentioned  but  was 
formerly  with  the  old  and  well-known  firm  of 
Johnson  <fe  Wanstron.  His  first  wife,  and  fhe  mo¬ 
ther  of  our  subject,  died  in  tlie  spring  of  1891» 
when  seventy-nine  years  of  age,  and  he  has  since 
taken  a  second  wife. 

Mrs.  Charn’s  parents  died  in  Sweden;  since  her 
residence  in  Rockford  she  has  been  joined  by 
two  brothers,  Gus  and  Samuel  Floberg,  the  latter 
now  a  farmer  of  Minnesota. 

Mr.  ana  Mrs.  Cham  are  domiciled  at  No.  1702 
Seventh  Street,  corner  of  Sixteenth  Avenue,  and  are 
surrounded  by  all  the  comforts  of  life.  Both  are 
members  of  the  Lutheran  Mission  Church,  and  he 
leans  towards  the  Prohibition  party  in  his  political 
preference. 


AJ.  GEORGE  S.  ROPER,  of  Rockford, 
I  was  born  iu  Worcester  County,  Mass., 
if  U  January  28,  1832.  When  seven  years 
old,  he  accompanied  his  parents,  Joseph 
and  Maria  L.  (Mendoll)  Roper,  to  Western  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  where  he  received  his  education  in  the 
common  schools.  In  1848,  he  attended  a  select 
school  taught  by  George  Clark,  and  at  the  age  of 
eighteen  commenced  to  teach,  being  thus  engaged 
for  two  years,  and  later  clerking  in  a  store  for 
two  years.  While  residing  in  Westmoreland 
County,  Pa.,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Louisa  B. 
George,  who  wa$  there  born  and  reared. 

In  1854,  accompanied  by  his  family,  our  sub¬ 
ject  came  to  Illinois  and  settled  in  Springfield, 
where  for  one  year  lie  clerked  in  a  dry-gobds 
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store  and  for  the  sameperiod  was  book-keeper  for  1 
S  M  Tinsley.  Afterward,  he  formed  a  business  t 
connection  with  Edward  R.  Ulrick0  &  Co.,  lumber  ^ 
dealers,  and  later  was  admitted  to  the  firm,  lus 
headquarters  being  at  Alton,  where  the  business 
was  carried  on  under  the  firm  name  of  Ulrick  & 
Roper.  In  1859,  he  returned  to  Springfield  and 
commenced  in  business  as  a  boot  arid  shoe  dealer. 

In  the  following  year,  he  organized  the  first  Re¬ 
publican  Glee  Club,  which  sang  the  first  glee 
songs  in  that  part  of  the  State. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  Civil  War,  our 
subject  entered  the  Commissary  Department  under 
Col.  John  Williams,  and  when  the  Government 
relieved  that  gentleman,  he  was  assigned  to  a  place 
in  the  Quartermaster’s  Department  under  Gen. 
Wood.  At  the  time  Gen.  Grant  took  command  of 
the  Twenty-first  Illinois  Infantry,  our  subject  ac¬ 
companied  him  to  the  old  Fair  Grounds  at  Spring- 
field,  and  thereafter  enjoyed  the  friendship  of  the 
hero  of  Yicksburg.  By  special  "request  of  Gen. 
Grant,  our  subject  was  given  a*  position  in  the 
Commissary  Department  with  the  rank  of  Captain, 
and  was  ordered  to  join  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman  at 
Louisville,  Ky.  Thence  he  was  sent  to  the  staff 
department  of  Gen.  George  H.  ThOhias,  where  Jie 
continued  until  after  the  battle  of  Stone  River. 

Immediately  following  the  battle  of  Mill  Spring, 
Ky.,  our  subject  was  promoted  to  Major  and  re¬ 
ceived  a  commendation  from  Gen.  Thomas  which 
was  decidedly  complimentary,  for  while  the  great 
General  gave  all  the  officers  and  men  special  credit 
for  doing  their  duty  he  said:  “If  one  was  en¬ 
titled  to  credit  more  than  another  for  the  success 
of  the  Northern  taoops,  it  was  Capt.  Roper.”  The 
newly-appointed  Major  continued  oil  the  staff  of 
Gen.  Thomas  until  he  became  connected  with  the 
First  Divilion  of  the  Fourteenth  Army  Corps, 
under  the  command  of  Gen,  Spry,  of  Kentucky. 

In  the  re-organization  of  the  army  after  the 
battle  of  Chickamauga  considerable  change  was 
made,  and  the  Third  Division  of  the  Fourteenth 
Army  Corps  opened  the  charge,  it  being  the  duty 
of  Majc  Roper  to  arrange  the  positions.  Novem¬ 
ber  24, 1863,  he  was  sent  to  Nashville  to  inspect 
the  horses,  and  was  afterward  appointed  overseer 
and  inspector  of  the  military  railroads  of  the 


Northwest.  May  24, 1864,  he  was  appointed  on 
the  staff  of  Gen.  McO»Uom,  with  headquarters  at 
Washington,  and  regained  in  that  capacity  until 

February  6, 1866,  when  he  was  mustered  out  with 
the  rank  of  Colonel,  \  ■ 

His  military  duties?  ended,  Maj.  Roper  located 
in  St.  Louis,  whence  hfi  soon  removed  to  Alton  in 
1867,  i  nd  for  twenty,  years  made  that  city  his 
home,  engaging  in  the  insurance  and  real-estate 
business.  His  first  wife  died  in  Springfield,  leav¬ 
ing  three  sons,  viz:  Mahon  F.,  who  died,  leaving 
a  wife  and  two  children *,\\  George  P.,  who  married 
Kate  Lutterworth  and  resides  in  Rockford,  where 
he  is  manager  of  the  Yah  Wio  Gas  Stove  Com¬ 
pany;  and  Edward  N.,  who  married  Miss  Martha 
J.  Robin,  of  Chicago,  and  is  now  manager  of  the 
Central  Map,  Survey  &  Inspection  Company,  of 
Chicago.  The  second  wife  of  the  Major,  whoso 
maiden  name  was  Almira  S.  Bangs,  and  who  was 
formerly  principal  of  the  schools  of  Springfield, 
died  in  Alton  five  months  after  marriage.  The 
present  wife  of  our  subject  was  formerly  Miss 
Roxy  G.  Conklin,  of  Jackson  County,  Mich.,  and 
is  a  leader  in  the  social  circles  of  Rockford,  being 
especially  prominent  in  the  Woman's  Relief  Corps. 
Religiously,  she  is  identified  with  the  Christian 
Union  Church  as  one  of  its  devoted  members.  The 
only  child  born  of  this  union,  Charles  S.,  died 
when  five  months  old. 

Maj.  Roper  is  President  of  the  Van  Wie  Gas 
Stove  Company,  Of  Rockford,  which  was  organ¬ 
ized  in  1890,  and  is  numbered  among  tho  most 
flourishing  enterprises  of  the  city.  For  more  than 
ten  years  he  has  been  Secretary  of  the  Manufac¬ 
turers’  and  Merchants’  Mutual  Insurance  Com¬ 
pany,  which  was  organized  February  11, 1881,  by 
James  Ferguson,  and  does  an  extensive  business 
in  this  part  of  Illinois.  Socially,  Maj.  Roper  is  a 
Master  Mason,  a  Knight  Templar,  belonging  to 
Rockford  Crusader  Commandery  No.  17,  the  Su¬ 
preme  Council,  Freeport  Consistory  and  Medina 
Temple,  of  Chicago.  He  is  also  identified  with 
the  Illinois  Commandery  of  Loyal  Legions  and 
.  has  been  present  at  many  of  the  National  Assem- 
t  blies.  As  might  be  expected,  he  is  a  prominent 

r  worker  in  the  G.  L.  Nevius  Post  No.  1,  G.  A.  R., 

e  at  Rockford,  He  holds  membership  in  the  Chris- 
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tian  Union  Church  and  is  active  in  aiding  relig¬ 
ious  causes. 

A  stanch  supporter  of  the  Republican  party, 
Maj.  Roper  has  for  years  been  closely  connected 
with  local  and  State  politics,  and  is  a  member  of 
the  State  Central  Committee,  and  was  Chairman  of 
the  County  Committee  during  the  last  Presidential 
campaign,  that  of  1888.  For  more  than  twenty- 
fivo  years  he  has  not  been  absent  from  any  of  the 
State  Conventions,  excepting  those  held  while  he 
was  in  the  service  of  his  country,  and  he  has  also 
frequently  attended  National  Conventions.  A 
man  of  great  vigor  of  thought  and  firmness  of 
purpose,  he  has  at  all  times  the  courage  of  his  con¬ 
victions  and  is  ready  to  defend  to  the  last  the 
principles  of  justice  and  right. 


JOHN  BOYD.  This  well-known  citizen  of 
Rockford  passed  away  January  26,  1802. 
lie  was  a  pioneer  of  the  city,  having  come 
hither  in  1848,  and  for  a  time  clerked  for 
Mr.  Marsh.  Me  then  left  the  city,  but  returned  in 
1848,  and  entered  the  employ  of  Mr.  Horseman,  a 
dry-goods  dealer.  In  1856,  lip  resigned  that  posi¬ 
tion,  and  in  September  of  that  year  embarked  in 
business  for  himself  as  a  merchant,  under  the  firm 
name  of  Boyd  <fe  Baxter. 

Some  six  years  later,  Mr.  Boyd  commenced  to 
travel  for  a  lamp  supply  company  of  Chicago,  in 
which  position  he  remained  for  more  than  twenty 
years,  enjoying ‘the  unlimited  confidence  of  his 
house  and  becoming  well  known  throughout  a 
wide  scope  of  country.  On  account  of  ill  health, 
lie  resigned  his  position  in  1888  and  retired  from 
active  business.  He  was  intimately  associated  with 
Rockford  and  its  people  and  not  only  maintained 
a  deep  interest  in  the  development  of  tlui  city,  but 
contributed  untiringly  to  the  promotion  of  its  wel¬ 
fare. 

Mr.  Boyd  was  born  in  Chatham,  Columbia 
County,  N.  Y.,  September  16, 1828,  and  was  reared 
in  his  native  place,  receiving  his  education  there 
and  in  Cntskill  and  Erie  Counties.  He  was  the 
son  of  George  Boyd,  a  native  of  Belfast,*  Ireland, 


who  in  turn  was  the  son  of  Thomas  Boyd,  whose 
death  occurred  near  Belfast,  Ireland,  when  he  was 
quite  old.  By  occupation,  he  was  a  farmer,  and 
was  descended  from  Sootch-Irish  ancestry.  His  wife 
was  of  a  similar  lineage  and  was  the  daughter  .„pf 
an  officer  in  the  British  navy,  who  served  during^ 
the  Revolutionary  War  and  was  at  Charleston, 
Mass.,  when  the  tea  was  thrown  overboard  into  the 
Boston  Harbor  by  the  Colonists. 

In  the  Emerald  Isle,  George  Boyd  grew  to  a 
vigorous  manhood  and  became  familiar  with  farm¬ 
ing  pursuits.  In  his  native  county  he  was  married 
to  Miss  Sarah  Russell,  an  intelligent  lady  and  a 
native  of  the  North  of  Ireland,  her  ancestors  hav¬ 
ing  been  prominent  citizens  of  Belfast.  After  the 
birth  of  tlioir  first  child  Thomas  (now  deceased), 
George  and  Sarah  Boyd  emigrated  to  the  United 
States  in  the  early  ’80s  and  settled  in  Columbia 
County,  N.  Y.,  where  the  father  followed  his  trade  of 
a  saddler.  After  living  in  New  York  State  for  some 
years,  they  came  in  1846  to  Rockford,  where  Mrs. 
Boyd  died  July  5,  1852,  at  the  age  of  fifty-six 
years.  Her  husband  survived  until  the  fall  of  1860, 
when  he  departed  this  life  at  the  a^te  of  seventy 
years.  After  the  death  of  his  first  wife,  he  was 
again  married  to  a  Rockford  lady  who  is  now  de¬ 
ceased. 

In  his  religious  convictions,  Mr.  Boyd  was  a 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and, 
politically,  adhered  to  the  principles  of  the  Demo¬ 
cratic  party.  Only  two  of  his  children  are  now 
living:  Col.  Wesley,  of  Kokomo,  Colo.,  and  Mrs. 
John  A.  Davis,  of  Chicago.  Col.  Wesley  Boyd 
served  throughout  the  Rebellion  and  at  its  close 
was  honorably  discharged  as  Colonel  of  the  Fifty- 
second  Illinois  Infantry.  A  brother-in-law  of  our 
subject,  Maj.  Samuel  Pearson,  of  Chicago,  also 
served  throughout  the  Civil  War  as  a  member  of  an 
Iowa  reginient. 

In  Fredonia,  N.  Y.,  October  3,  18151,  the  mar¬ 
riage  of  John  Boyd  and  Miss  Elizabeth  A.  Moore 
took  place.  Mrs.  Boyd  was  born,  in  Monroe  County, 
N.  Yl,  November  14,1881,  and  received  an  aca¬ 
demic  education  ill  Fredonia.  Her  parents,  Josiah 
and  Elizabeth  (Roots)  Moore,  were  natives  re¬ 
spectively  Of  Fabius  and  Hamilton,  N.  Y.,  and 
were  married  in  the  former  village.  Mr.  Moore 
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followed  the  occupation  of  a  farmer  until  his 
death,  which  occurred  in  Fredonia  in  I860,  at  the 
age  of  sixty-thr^e  years.  In  his  political  belief,  he 
was  a  Whig,  and  religiously,  ryas  identified  with 
the  Baptist  Church.  After  MS  death,  his  widow 
came  to  Wisconsin,  where  she  died  at  the  ago  of 
four-score  years.  She  was  an  active  member  of  the 
Baptist  Church  and  the  daughter  of  Rev.  P.  P. 
Boots,  a  prominent  Baptist  minister  and  anp  evan¬ 
gelist  Of  fame.  He  was  born  in  1766,  and  died  in 
New  York  State,  September  26,  1828.  His  wife, 
whose  maiden  name  was  Elizabeth  Keep,  died  some 
years  afterward  at  the  age  of  eighty-four  years. 

The  grandfather  of  Mis.  Boyd,  Josiah  « Moore, 
l Sr.,  was  born  in  Connecticut  in  1765,  and  married 
Miss  Abigail  Dewey,  their  union  being  solemnized 
at  Harrington,  Conn.  They  became  early  settlers 
f  pf  Fabius,  Onondaga  County,  N.Y.,  and  their  son, 
Josiah, .Jr.,  was  the  first  white  child  born  there, 
Mrs.  Boyd  is  the  fourth  among  six  children,  all  of 
$  whom  survive  but  the  eldest  son.  She  is  a  lady  of 
prominence  in  Rockford,  hikes  an  active  interest 
in  all  charitable  measures,  and  is  highly  esteemed 
in  social  circles.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Boyd  became  the 
parents  of  four  children,  only  one  of  whom  is  liv¬ 
ing.  Mary  E.,  Eva  J.,  and  Addie  died  when  Small. 
John  M.  is  a  commercial  traveler  for  the  Rockford 
Watch  Company,  with  headquarters  in  this  city. 
He  married  Julia  It.  Berg,  whose  former  home  was 
in  Grand  Rapids,  Mich.  Mrs.  Boyd  sympathizes 
with  the  progressive  views  of  the  R6v.  Dr.  Kerr, 
and  is  identified  with  his  church,  the  Christian 
Union,  at  Rockford. 


'jj  OHN  X1ROWN  takes  a  leading  part  in  the 
agricultural  interests  of  Cherry  Valley 
Township,  Winnebago  County,  where  he 

_  has  a  good  estate  on  section  12.  1-Ie  was 

bom  in  Ohio,  October  11,  1832,  and  is  the  son  of 
Jacob  and  Mary  (Keith)  Brown,  natives  respect¬ 
ively  of  New  Jersey  and  Ohio.  His  maternal 
grandparents,  Peter  and  Maria  Keith,  were  born 
in  Germany,  and,  on  coming  to  the  United  States, 
died  in  this  township  when  very  old. 

He  of  whom  we  write  was  two  years  of  age 


when  his  parents  came  to  Illinois,  the  Journey 
being  made  overland  to  Ogle  County,  where  they 
resided  for  one  year,  and  then  took  up  their  abode 
in  Winnebago  County,  where  the  father  died  in 
the  spring  of  1868,  and  the  mother  three  years 
later.  Our  subject  Was  one  in  a  large  family  of 
children  and  received  his  education  ip., the  schools 
of  that  early  day.  When  ready  to  establish  a 
home  of  his  own,  hewas  married  to  Miss  Hannah 
M.,  daughter  of  William  P,  apd  Sarah  (Fowler) 
Packard,  natives  of  New  York,  who  came  to  Illi¬ 
nois  when  she  was  eleven  years  of  age.  Locating 
in  Cherry  Valley  Township,  Winnebago  County, 
in  the  spring  of  1847,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Packard  here 
made  their  home  until  (heir  decease,  the  father 
dying  in  May,  1891.  Tli^  mother,  who  preceded 
him  to  the  better  land  by  a  number  of  years,  left 
at  her  death  nine  children. 

To  our  subject  and  his  wife  have  been  born 
twelve  children,  all  of  whom  are  living  with  the 
exception  of  Clifford  S.,  who  died  in  1878,  when 
two  and  one-half  years  old.  -  Mr.  Brown  when 
starting  out  in  life  for  himself  purchased  a  quarter- 
section  of  prairio  land  in,  Boone  County,  which  he 
later  sold,  and,  in  1867,  purchased  his  present  es¬ 
tate  of  nine  hundred  and  twenty-two  acres,  for 
which  he  paid  #40  per  acre.  With  the  exception 
of  one  hundred  acres  in  timber,  this  vast  amount 
of  property  is.  under  good  cultivation,  and  with 
its  handsome  farm  residence  and  comfortable  out¬ 
buildings,  is  one  of  the  finest  in  the  county.  Mr. 
Brown  gives  the  greater  part  of  his  attention  to 
stock-raising,  and  from  the  year  1878  to  1888, 
in  partnership  with  B.  8.  Sanborn,  made  large  ship¬ 
ments  to  the  city  markets.  He  is  now,  however, 
conducting  his  affairs  alone,  and  raises  and  fbeds 
annually  about  one  hundred  head  ofcattle,  two 
hundred  head  of  hogs,  and  keeps  constantly 
i  on  his  placo  from  twenty-five  to  forty  of  the 
:  finest  horses.  He  has  the  distinction  &£  ship¬ 
ping  the  first  load  of  cattle  from  Cherry  Val¬ 
ley  Station  in  the  fall  of  1853,  which  sold  in 
Chicago  markets  for  two  and  one-half  cents  per 
pound.  He  cuts  about  one  hundred  .apd  fifty 
tons  of  hay  from  his  place,  and  has  large  crops  of 
cereals. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch,  in  the  spring  of 
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1850,  wont  across  the  plains  to  California,  the 
journey  consuming  five  months  and  eight  days. 
After  remaining  there  for  two  years  with  fair  suc¬ 
cess,  he  returned  home,  and  has  since  been  identi¬ 
fied  with  the  interests  of  Winnebago  County, 
being  one  of  its  most  prominent  and  wealthy 
farmers.  In  politics,  lie  votes  independently,  re-  i 
sorving  his  right  to  vote  for  the  man  who,  in  his 
judgment,  will  best  fill  the  office. 

JOSEPH  GARDNER.  This  gentleman  rep¬ 
resents  one  of  the  oldest  living  pioneers  in 
Winnebago  County,  having  come  to  this 
region  as  early  as  1838.  The  long  years 
Which  he  has  spent  here  have  given  him  an  ex¬ 
tended  acquaintance  throughout  the  county,  where 
ho  is  well  known/as  one  whose  years  have  been 
spent  ill  industry  and  good  citizenship. 

Born  across  the  water,  in  Warwickshire,  England, 
our  subject  is  the  son  of  John  P.  Gardner,  a  native 
of  that  shire,  as  was  also  his  father,  John  P.,  Sr. 
The  grandfather  was  a  farmer  and  3pcnt  his  entire 
life  in  his  native  place.  '  John  P.  Gardner,  Jr., 
learned  the  trade  of  a  baker,  which  he  followed  in 
the  village  of  Ox  Hill,  "Warwickshire,  and  there 
departed  his  life.  The  maiden  name  of  his  wife 
was  Charlotte  Roddis;  she  was  a  native  of  England, 
where  her  death  occurred  in  the  village  of  Ratley. 

The  original  of  this  sketch  and  his  brother 
William  vero  the  only  members  of  the  family  to 
coins  to  America.  The  brother  located  near  Hot 
Springs,  Ark.,  whore  he  resided  till  his  death. 
Joseph  learned  the  trade  of  a  tailor  in  Newbold, 
Worcestershire,  at  which  be  served  an  apprentice¬ 
ship  of  three  and  one-lmlf  years.  In  1834,  he  set 
sail  from  Liverpool  on  the  vessel  “Inez”  and 
landed  in  New  York  after  a  voyage  of  six  weeks.  He 
was  engaged  as  a  “jour”  in  Rome,  N.  Y.,  for  a  time, 
then  going  to  Rochester  was  similarly  engaged  for 
a  year.  In  1837,  our  subject  went  to  Michigan 
and  was  one  of  the  early  settlers  in  Schoolcraft, 
Kalamazoo  County,  where  ho  began  business  at  his 
o  trade.  In  the  fall  of  the  following  year,  however, 
accompanied  by  Horatio  Blakemun,  he  came  to  Ill¬ 
inois,  Mr.  Blakcman  owning  the  horse  which  con¬ 


veyed  them  hither,  and  our  subject  the  wagon. 
He  located  in  Rockton,  Winnebago  County,  and  a 
couple  of  months  after  coming  down  io  Rockford, 
was  engaged  as  a  journeyman  tailor  for  some  time 
and  later  established  in  business  for  himself,  hav¬ 
ing  one  of  the  first  shops  of  that  kind  in  the  place. 
A  few  years  later,  he  retired  from  active  work. . 

The  lady  to  whom  our  subject  was  married  was 
Mrs.  Catherine  Weyl,  nee  Courtwright.  She  was 
a  native  of  Pennsylvania  and  departed  this  life  in 
Rockford.  Mr.  Gardner  was  again  married  in  this 
city,  this  time  to  Mary  A.  (Riches)  Smith,  a  native 
of  Friesen field  ,  England,  and  the  daughter  of  James 
and  Mary  (jjlJpcraft)  Riches  and  widow  of  George, 
Smith,  to  whom  she  was  married  in  England,  com¬ 
ing  to  America  in//l 858.  Locating  in  New  Jersey  , 
first,  Mrs.  Gardner  afterward  came  to  Winnebago 
County,  and  made  her  home  in  New  Milford, 
where  her  husband  died  November  23,  1865.  Bjr 
that  union,  she  became  the  mother  of  two  chil¬ 
dren,  who-  died  in  infancy;  by  the  former  union 
of  Mr.  Gardner  lie  was  the  father  of  one  son, 
Henry,  who  died  when  a  young  man  of  twenty- 
three  years. 


ETER  J.  HOLMQUIST.  Now  living  in  re¬ 
tirement  at  his  pleasant  home  at  No.  409 
Catlin  Street,  Rockford*  this  gentleman  is 
surrounded  by  the  comforts  which  he 
accumulated  by  the  exertions  of  former  years. 
Since  1868,  when  he  located  in  this  city,  he  has  been 
recognized  as  one  of  its  most  prominent  Swedish 
citizens,  and  has  a  wide  acquaintance  throughout 
this  section  of  country.  After  coming  hither,  he  en¬ 
tered  the  employ  of  N.  G.  Thompson,  and  for  sev¬ 
enteen  years  was  engaged  in  the  painting  depart¬ 
ment.  Since  sevoring  his  connection  with  *be 
manufactory,  ho  has  not  engaged  in  active  work. 

In  Sweden,  where  he  was  born  March  6,  1833, 
Mr.  Holinquist  was  reared  and  married.  Accom¬ 
panied  by  his  wife  and  their  three  children,  he 
emigrated  to  America,  embarking  on  a  ship  at  Got- 
tenburg  and  landing  in  Quebec,  Canada,  Thence 
he  proceeded  to  Rockford,  where  ke  arrived  June 


8, 1868.  Since  coming  here,  he  has  been  joined  m&n.  In  1857,  the  partnership  was  dissolved,  and 

by  two  brothers:  John,  who  reside^  on  Kishwaukeo  Mr.  Andrus  afterward  embarked  in  the  boot  and 

Street,  and  Gust,  whose  home  is  also  in  Rockford,  shoo  business,  in  which  he  was  engaged  for  some 
The  parents,  John  and  Carrie  (Johnson)  Larson,  years,  until  he  retired  from  active  labors.  lie  was 

spent  their  entire  lives  in  Sweden,  where  a  sister  an  Alderman,  and  took  an  active  part  in  local  pol-u 

of  our  subject,  Mrs.  Andrew  Swenson,  is  yet  living,  itics.  For  a  time,  he  was  a  member  of  the  Baptist 

The  lady  who  became  the  wife  of  our  subject  Church,  but  upon  the  organization  of  the  Chris* 

was  born  in  Sweden,  July  27,  1,827;'  the  daughter  tian  Union  Church  he  became  identified  therewith, 

of  John  and  Carrie  (LarsOn)  Peterson.  0  Her  father,  as  did  also  liis  wife.  o 

who  was  a  farmer,  died  when  forty-four  years  old,  Our  subject  was  reared  to  manhood  in  Rockford, 
and  the  mother  at  the  age  of  sixty-seven  years,  where  he  was  married  to  Miss  Carrie  E.  Hazeiteen, 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Holmquist  had  three  children,  only  who  was  born  in  Luzerne  County,  Pa.,  and  died 

one  of  whom  survives,  Minnie,  the  wife  of  John  three  years  after  her  marriage.  The  second  union 

of  Mr.  Andrus  united  him  with  Mrs.  Annette 
(Savage)  Downes,  an  accomplished  lady,  who 
was  born  and  reared  in  the  East.  They  are  the 
parents  Of  two  children,  Dexter  E.  and  Annette  S. 
In  politics,  Mr.  Andrus  is  independent.  During 
the  late  war,  he  enlisted  in  response  to  the  call  for 
one-hundred  day  volunteers.  Socially, be  belong^ 
to  the  Order  of  Red  Men,  of  which  he  is  Past  Great 
Sachem;  he  is  also  identified  with  the  Order  Of 
Chosen  Friends,  the  Knights  of  Honor  and  the 


A.  Stenvall,  and  the  mother  of  five  children.  The  I 
deceased  are  Gust,  who  died  in  Rockford,  July  6,  j 
1887,  aged  twenty-seven  years  and  seven  months, 
leaving  a  wife  (now  deceased)  and  a  son  Frank; 
and  John  P.,  whose  death  occurred  May  31,  1881, 
aged  twenty  years  and  seven  months. 


EXTER  A.  K.  ANDRUS.  The  book  and 


stationery  store  located  at  No.  107  North  I  Modern  Woodmen  of  America. 
Court  Street,  Rockford,  is  one  of  the  sue-  j 
cessful  business  .houses  of  the  city,  and  j 


was  established  by  Mr.  Andrus  in  June,  1881. 
Prior  to  its  inception,  he  had  been  engaged  for 
three  years  as  editor  of  the  Daily  Hews,  but  ow¬ 
ing  to  his  sickness  during  a  portion  of  the  time,  he 
lost  heavily  on  account  of  the  bad  management  of 
the  business.  For  a  few  years,  he  also  published  a 
monthly  periodical  called  Our  Home  and  became 
quite  well  known  in  literary  circles. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  Isaac  Andrus,  was 
born  in  Vermont  in  1796,  and  when  five  years  old, 
was  orphaned  by  the  death  of  his  father,  Isaac 
Andrus,  Sr.  He  grew  to  manhood  in  New  York 
and  enlistee)  in  the  War  of  1812,  serving  until  its 
close  as  a  member  of  the  New  York  Regiment, 
which  fought  the  British  bravely  at  Lundy’s  Lane. 
After  the  close  of  the  war,  he  was  married  to  Miss 
Sophronia  Knowlton,  who  was  born  and  reared  in 
Chautauqua  County,  N.  Y.  In  1842,  he  removed 
to  Illinois  and  settled  in  the  then  little  hamlet  of 
Rockford,  where  he  established  a  general  store  in 
connection  with  his  son-in-law,  William  Van  Ar- 


Jfpjl  BVIN  A.  WELLS.  It  gives  us  pleasure  to 
include  in  this  volume  a  biographical 
®  notice  of  one  whose  life  has  been  spent  in 
W  the  quiet  performance  of  duty,  and  who, 
without  filling  any  prominent  position  in  public 
affairs,  has  gained  the  esteem  and  confidence  of 
his  neighbors  and  friends.  Mr.  Wells  is  a  native 
of  this  county,  and  i3  the  possessor  of  a  comfort¬ 
able,  neat  and  pleasant  home  on  section  8,  Seward 
Township. 

The  original  of  this  sketch  was  born  October  15, 
1844,  and  is  the  brother  of  John  R.  Welis,  a  prom¬ 
inent  agriculturist  of  this  county,  whose  sketch 
will  be  found  on  another  page  of  this  work.  He  is 
a  son  of  Reuben  and  Jane  Wells,  the  former  of 
whom  was  born  in  Muidlcboro,  Vt.,  in  1775,  and 
in  1841,  desiring  to  try  his  fortunes  in  the  Western 
country,  came  to  Illinois  with  his  wife  and  eight 
children.  „  The  mother  pf  our  subject  was  known 
in  her  maidenhood  as  Jane  Roberts,  the  daughter 


Portrait  and  biographical  record. 


1817 


of  Abram  Roberts,  who  died  at  her  home,,  after 
having  attained  the  age  of  eiglity-oue  years. 

On  August  30v  1864,  Alvin  A.  Wells  enlisted  in 
the  late  war  by  joining  Company  C,  One  Hun¬ 
dred  and  Forty-sixth  Illinois  Infantry.  He  served 
his  country  faithfully  and  well  for  nearly  a  year, 
and  on  receiving  his  honorable  discharge,  July  8, 
1865,  returned  home  and  engaged  in  the  peaceful 
pursuits  of  agriculture.  The  lady  who  became  his 
wife  March  12,1868,  was  known  ago  Miss  Alice 
Holcomb,  the  daughter  of  Hiram  and  Mary  Hol¬ 
comb.  She  was  a  native  of  Winnebago  County, 
and  departed  this  life  June  27,  1870. 

October  6,  1884,  Mr.  Wells  and  Miss  Sarah  E. 
Bran  an,  who  was  born  January  8,  1854,  in  this 
pounty,  were  united  in  marriage,  The  lady  is  the 
daughter  of  George  and  Paulina  Brannon,  who 
5  came  from  Ohio  to  this  county  in  1842.  The 
^father  was  bom  May  29,  1817,  and  departed  this 
life  October  26, 1891,  in  this  county.  His  wife, 
whose  maiden  manic  was  Paulina  Gates,  was  born 
April  18,  1823,  and  is  still  living.  He  of  Whom  we 
write  is  a  Republican  in  politics,  and  is  a  prominent 
member  of  Ellis/Post  No.  320,  G.  A.  R.,  at  Pec- 
.itomca.  Mr.  and  Mrs  Wells  are  the  parents  of  one 
child,  a  daughter,  whom  they  have  named  Alice. 


JC.  GAUVER.  The  firm  of  Garver  & 
Fisher,  attorneys-at-law  at  Rockford,  was 
established  in  1890,  and  the  members  are 
already  recognized  as  among  the  most  ex¬ 
tensive  and  successful  practitioners  of  Winne¬ 
bago  County.  Mr.  Garver  was  admitted  to  the  # 
Bar  in  1871,  and  five  years  afterward  was  elected 
to  the  ollicc  of  State’s  Attorney,  holding  the  po¬ 
sition  for  eight  years.  He  was  well  qualified  to 
discharge  the  duties  of  the  office  with  tact  rind 
ability,  as  be  possessed  unusual  legal  erudition 
and  had  the  advantage  of  carrying  on  his  studies 
with  Gen.  Keifcr,  of  Springfield,  Ohio.  s 

Born  in  Winnebago  County,  Mr.  Garver  was 
hero  reared  and  educated,  Ids  homo  being  with  his 
father  until  he  attained  manhood.  Ho  then  es¬ 
tablished  a  homo  of  his  own,  and  now,  with  his 


wife  and  the  five  children  that  have  been  born 
to  them,  occupies  a  warm  place  in  the  regard  of 
the  people  of  Rockford.  Politically,  he  is  a  Repub¬ 
lican,  and  is  interested  in  all  public  enterprises 
which  he  believes  calculated  to  promote  the  prog¬ 
ress  of  the  community.  ^ 


PREDERICK  LUND.  Our  sketch  of  the  differ¬ 
ent  enterprises  of  Rockford  would  be  man¬ 
ifestly  incomplete  without  some  brief  notice 
of  one  of  its  most  prominent  jewelers.  We  refer 
to  the  emporium  of  Frederick  Lund,  of  No.  311 
East  State  Street,  which  has  been  in  operation 
for  a  number  of  years,  and  to-day  one  of  the 
most  important  houses  of  the  kind  on  State  Street, 
in  point  of  value  of  its  stock  and  its  varied  and 
comprehensive  character.  Mr.  Lund  is  one  of  the 
representative  business  men  of  the  city  and  now 
resides  in  his  handsome  residence  at  No.  306  South 
Fourth  Street.  He  Owns  valuable  property  in  the 
city,  is  a  stockholder  and  Director  in  .the  Union 
Grocery  Company,  and  is  prominently,  identified 
with  the  business  interests  of  Rpckford. 

Mr.  Lund’s  native  country  is  Norway  and  he 
was  bbrn  on  the  31st  of  May,  1830.  As  he  grew 
to  manhood,  he  learned  the  jewelry  trade,  and  for 
some  time  was  engaged  in  business  in  Tromsoe, 
Norway.  Thinking  that  broader  fields  were  open 
for  him  in  America,  he  left  the  land  of  his  birth 
-and  sailed  for  this  country,  landing  first  in  Quebec, 
Canada.  Four  months  later,  he  came  to  Rbckford, 
and  has  been  a  resident  of  this  city  for  the  past 
quarter  of  a  century.  He  worked  for  two  years 
1  and  a  half  as  jeweler  for  a  State  Street  firm  and 
then  began  on  his  Own  account.  Although  the  first 
of  his  family  to  come  to  the  States,  he  has  since 
been  joined  by  two  sisters,  both  now  residents  of 
Chicago.  They  are  Mrs.  Anna  Olson,  a  widow,  and 
Mrs.  Oveda  Qberg.  The  father,  Ole  Lund,  was  a 
merchant  tailor  of  Norway,  and  died  in  that  coun¬ 
try  in  middle  age.  The  mother,  whose  maided 
name  was  Magdalene  Boyson,  received  her  final 
summons  in  Norway  in  1886,  when  eighty-two 
years  of  age. 

When  about  thir  ty  years  of  age,  our  subject  was 


1318 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


married  in  his  native  country  to  Miss  Hannah 
Rohmer,  whose  birth  occurred  in  Tromsoe,  Norway, 
in  June,  1843,  and  who  after  coming  to  this  country 
was  followed  by  her  father  and  mother,  her  brother 
coming  two  years  before.  The  mother  died  in 
Chicago  in  1890,  when  sixty-six  years  of  age. 
The  father,  Fred  Rohmer,  is  a  shoe-maker  and 
dealer  in  Chicago,  and  is  sixty-eight  years  of  age. 
Mi's.  Lund’s,, brother,  Oiof  Hanson,  is  foreman  for 
the  well-known  jewelry  merchant,  Spaulding,  of 
Chicago.  1 

Mr.  Lund’s  marriage  has  resulted  in  the  birth  of 
nine  children,  two  of  whom  died  when  young. 
Those  living  are  Mary,  wife  of  Martin  Christo- 
pherson,  who  resides  in  Rockford  and  her  husband 
works  in  the  Rockford  Desk  and  Furniture  Com¬ 
pany,  of  which  he  is  a  stockholder  and  Director. 
Fred,  Jr.,  was  engaged0  in  the  oflice  of  the 
R  altkam  Watch  Company,  Chicago,  and  is  now  in 
the  jewelry  business  at  Missoula,  Mont.;  Henry, 
book-keeper  with  Holland,  Ferguson  <fc  Co.,  ab¬ 
stractors;  Clarence  clerks  in  bis  father’s  store  and 
Leila  is  at  home. 

In  politics,  Mr.  Lund  is  a  strong  advocate  of  the 
Prohibition  principles  and  is  not  at  all  averse  to 
speaking  liis  sentiments.  He  is  a  member  of  dif¬ 
ferent  local  social  orders,  and  he  and  Mrs.  Lund 
are  active  members  of  the  Swedish  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church.  For  many  years,  Mr.  Lund  has  been 
the  Swedish  Cemetery  Committeeman. 

-j— 

OHN  A.  R.  JOHNSON.  Among  the  ^veil- 
known  Swedish  citizens  of  Rockford  4  this 
gentleman,  who  for  sbme  time  was  a  farmer 
in  New  Milford  Township,  but  since  1891 
has  resided  in  this  city.  He  was  born  in  Smoland, 
Sweden,  December  17,  1835,  and  is  the  only  mem¬ 
ber  of  tbe  parental  family  who  has  ever  emigrated 
to  America.  He  took  passage  at  Gotten  burg,  July 
10,  1854,  on  a  three-mast  schooner,  which  landed 
him  at  Quebec,  Canada,  after  a  voyage  of  thirteen 
weeks  and  four  days.  The  trip  was  uneventful 
and  tedious,  and  our  subject  was  not  sorry  when 
the  ship  dropped  anclioLat  Quebec. 

From  that  city  Mr.  Johnson  came  to  St.  Charles, 


111.,  aud  there  resided  until  he  came  tb  Rockford 
in  1857,  meanwhile  following  his  trade  of  wagon- 
maker.,-  /liter  coming  to  this  city,  ho  was  married 
to  Clara  Anderson,  who  was  born  in  Wester 
Gctlkand,  Juno  8,  1840,  the  daughter  of  John  and 
Mary  Anderson,  natives  of  Sweden.  After  all  their 
children  were  horn,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Anderson  emi¬ 
grated  to  the  United  States,  taking  passage  at 
*  Gottenburg,  in  1852,  on  a  two-mast  sajler,  land¬ 
ing  in  Now  York  City  after  a  monotonous  voyage 
of  seven  weeks.  The  family  came  as  far  West  as 
Buffalo,  where  they  resided  two  years,  coining 
from  that  city  to  Pecatonica,  where  they  re¬ 
mained  for  a  time  in  the  village,-  and  afterward 
bought  land  in  the  township  of  the  same  name. 
The  father  died  in  October,  1882,  when  more  than 
three-score  years  old.  His  wife,  who  is  now  eighty, 
makes  her  home  in  Pecatonica. 

Mrs.  Johnson  is  the  second  of  three  children, 
the  eldest  of  whom,  Charlotte,  is  the  wife  of  P.  G. 
Hoilen,  of  Rockford.  The  youngest,  John,  is  a 
farmer  in  Pecatonica.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Johnson  are 
the  parents  of  four  children,  two  of  whom  are  de¬ 
ceased.  Ida  R.  died  when  an  accomplished  young 
lady  of  twenty  years,  and  Hattie  0.  passed  away 
when  thirteen  years  old.  Fred  G.,  an  intelligent 
and  popular  young  gentleman,  is  connected  with 
the  Rockford  Burial  Case  Company.  Elmer  R.  is 
at  home.  For  thirty-live  years  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Johnson  have  been  members  of  the  First  Lutheran 
Church,  in  which  the  former  served  ns  Trustee 
for  eight  years,  and  as  organist  for  fifteen  years. 
In  his  political  belief,  he  is  a  strong  Republican. 

At  present.  Mr.  Johnson  is  engaged  at  his  trade 
of  wagon-maker,  in  the  Peter  Barnes  Wagon  and 
Buggy  Factory.  He  was  one  of  the  promoters  of, 
and  is  now  a  stockholder  in,  the  Skandia  Plow 
Company,  haying  served  for  some  years  as  Vice- 
president  and  Treasurer.  After  his  removal 
hither  in  1857,  lie  worked  at  his  trade  for  some 
time,  then  removed  to  his  farm  in  New  Milford 
Township,  and  there  remained  engaged  in  culti¬ 
vating  its  eighty  acres  until  he  again  enme  to 
Rockford,  in  the  spring  of  1891.  Although  of 
foreign  birth,  ho  loved  the  country  of  his  adop¬ 
tion,  and  during  the  Civil  War  enlisted  in  Com¬ 
pany  H,  First  Illinois  Infantry.  With  his  regi- 
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ment,  he  participated  in  a  number  of  engage¬ 
ment,  including  Shiloh,  and  other  battle?  of  less 
importance.  After  serving  about  one  year,  he  was 
taken  ill,  and  confined  to  the  field  hospital  for 
two  months,  after  which  he  was  honorably  dis-. 
charged  on  account  of  disability. 


AMUEL  I.  CHURCH,  who  departed  this 
life  in  1886  in  Rockford,  was  born  in 
Monroe  County,  N.  Y.,  June  11,  1815- 
I-Iis  parent  were  Lazarus  and  Catherine 
(Brockway)  Church,  for  a  further  sketch  of  whom 
the  reader  Is  referred  to  the  biography  of  the  Hon. 
S.  M.  Church.  Prior  to  coming  to  Illinois,  which 
ho  did  in  1848,  our  subject  was  married  to  Miss 
Silence  Richmond,  who  was  borii  in  Camillus, 
Onondaga  County,  N.  Y.  Rer  father,  Sylvester 
Richmond,  was  a  native  of  Herkimer  County,  that 
State,  and  removed  about  1856  to  Ripon,Fond  du 
Lac  County,  Wis.  He  spent  his  last  years  at  the 
home  of  a  daughter,  passing  away  September  7, 
1886,  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-nine  years,  lie 
married  Electa  Bell,  who  was  born  in  Chester,  Mass. 
Her  father,  Aaron  Bell,  removed  from  the  Bay  State 
to  New  York  in  1810,  where  he  was  one  of  the 
pioneers  in  the  town  of  Camillus,  and  died  in  1845. 
The  grandmother  of  Mrs.  Church  was  prior  to  her 
marriage  Miss  Abby  Eggleston,  of  Chester,  Mass. 

The  wife  of  our  subject  resided  with  her  parents 
until  her  marriage,  and  in  1848  accompanied  him 
on  his  removal  to  Illinois,  the  journey  being  made 
by  way  of  the  Lakes  to  Chicago  and  by  teams  to 
Rockford.  There  was  no  Government  land  for  a 
radius  of  ten  miles  around  Rockford,  but  the  school 
section  near  by  being  vacant,  when  it  came  into 
market  Mr.  Chtircli  secured  a  quarter-section  and 
engaged  in  farming,  lie  made  his  home  for  many 
years  in  the  city  but  later  removed  to  the  farm, 
where  his  decease  occurred  in  1886.  The  place  is 
embellished  with  good  farm  buildings,  the  most 
noticeable  among  which  is  the  commodious  frame 
house,  which  contains  all  the  conveniences  of  the 
modern  style  of  building.  Mis.  Church  still  re¬ 
sides  upon  the  Old  place. 

The  five  children  born  to  our  subjcqt  jUd  his 


wife  are  Alice  Emmagene,  Sylvester  Richmond, 
Samuel  I.,  William  Arthur,  and  Theodore  Bell. 
Alice  E.  married  A.  E.  Paul,  of  Chicago,  in  which 
city  Sylvester  R.  makes  his  home.  The  youngest 
•  son,  who  was  born  January  5,  1855,  was  a  student 
in  Rush  Medical  College  and  would  have  graduated 
With  the  Class  of  '81,  but  his  ambition  was  cut 
short  by  his  death  in  September,  1880.  Samuel  I. 
and  William  A.  died  in  infancy.  Our  subject  in 
early  life  was  a  Whig,  but  has  voted  the  Republican 
ticket  since  the  formation  of  that  party,  and  in  pub¬ 
lic  life  served  his  fellow- townsmen  as  Sheriff  of  the 
county  for  two  years.  The  daughter,  A.  Em¬ 
magene,  is  a  graduate  of  the  Ontario  Female  Semi¬ 
nary,  of  Canandaigua,  N.  Y.;  Sylvester  R.  is  a 
graduate  of  the  National  Business  College,  of 
Poughkeepsie,  N.  Y. 


AHLON  PIPER,  whose  very  productive 
HI  farm  is  located  on  section  13,  Le  Roy 
HI  1®  Township,  Boone  County,  where  he  has 
®  resided  for  the  past  eighteen  years,  was 
born  September  12,  1839,  where  Rockford  mow 
stands.  His  father,  Daniel  Piper,  was  a  native  of 
Ohio,  from  which  State  he  emigrated  to  La  Salle 
County,  Ill.,  and  located  On  what  is  the  present  site 
of  Ottawa.  The  trip  was  made  overland  in  1827, 
at  which  time  he  was  accompanied  by  his  young 
bride,  who  was  born  in  1810,  near  Richmond,  Va., 
and  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Elizabeth  Jones. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  on  locating  in  this 
State,  made  claim  to  a  tract  of  land  on  the  bot¬ 
toms. pf  Willow  Creek,  and  for  a  number  of  yearn 
was  engaged  in  buying  and  selling  claims  in  La 
Salic,  Boone  and  Winnebago  Counties.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Piper  came  to  Rockford  about  1835,  and  lo¬ 
cated  where  our  subject  was  born.  During  their 
residence  there  “Long  John”  Wentworth  was  a 
boarder  in  the  family,  and  was  a  firm  friend  of 
Daniel  Piper.  The  father  was  engaged  for  some 
time  in  hauling  goods  from  Chicago  to  Galena, 
and  in  1844  located  on  his  claim,  which  consisted 
Of  one-half  section,  where  he  was  residing  at  the 
time  of  his  decease. 


1320 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


Eight  of  the  ten  children  born  to  the  parents 
of  our  subject  are  still  living,  namely:  Sarah,  Mrs. 
Mallory,’  of  Iowa;  Eleazer,  a  retired  farmer  at 
Capron;  Mali  Ion,  our  subject;  Elizabeth,  Mrs. 
Charles  Burton;  Amanda,  Mrs.  Ward;  Ellen,  Mrs. 
David  Groesbeck;  Harriet;  Mrs.  Andrew  Ander¬ 
son,  and  Benton.  He  of  whom  we  write  enlisted, 
August  18, 1862,  in  Company  C,  Ninety-fifth  Ill¬ 
inois  Infantry.  His  father,  who  was  then  sixty- 
two  years  of  age,  was  mustered  into  Company  E, 
of  the  same  regiment,  and  served  his  country  for 
six  months.  He  was  then  sent  to  Overton  Hos¬ 
pital  at  Memphis,  Tenn.,  and  later,  reaching  home, 
died  within  four  days,  in  his  sixty-third  year.  His 
Widow  is  still  surviving  and  makes  her  home  in 
McHenry  County,  being  in  her  eighty-second  year. 

Our  subject  served  two  years  and  eight  months, 
and  obtained  a  leave  of  absence  to  return  home 
and  vote  for  Lincoln  during  his  second  term,  in’ 
1864.  He  was  never  wounded,  but  was  confined 
in  the  hospital  for  a  short  time  with  sore  eyes.  He 
was  an  active  participant  in  m^ny  engagements, 
among  them  the  siege  of  Vicksburg,  which  lasted 
more  than  forty  days;  the  ReJRiver  expedition, 
at  which  time  the  regiment  marched  out  on  thirty 
days'  ratipns  and  was  absent  ninety  days;  also 
the  Guntown  raid,  and  numerous  battles  of  minor 
importance. 

Returning  home  March  20,  1865,  our  subject 
was  married,  in  June  of  the  following  year,  to 
Mahala  Burton,  of  McHenry  County.  She  is  the 
daughter  of  Billings  and  Harriet  (Sweazey)  Bur¬ 
ton,  natives  of  New  York  State.  Three  children 
have  been  born  to  our  subject,  of  whom  the  eldest 
child,  Minnie,  died  in  her  third  year;  Clara,  who 
was  born  in  1871,  is  the  wife  of  Conrad  Englc- 
liardt,  a  farmer  in  this  vicinity;  and  Fred,  who 
was  born  June  17,  1882,  js  at  home  with  his 
parents. 

In  1866,  our  subject  purchased  twenty  acres  of 
the  old  home  farm,  to  which  he  added  thirty-three 
more,  and  there  made  his  home  for  three  years. 
Then,  in  company  with  three  other  gentlemen,  he 
proceeded  overland  with  teams  to  Iowa  and  Ne¬ 
braska.  Returning  to  Illinois  in  1871,  he  pur¬ 
chased  his  present  farm  of  forty  acres,  for  which 
he  paid  $1,200.  He  has  resided  here  since,  with 


the, ^exception  of  two  years  spent  on  his  father-in- 
law’s  farm.  He  has  filled  many  positions  of  trust 
in  the  township,  for  eleven  years  was  Highway 
Commissioner,  and  in  politics  casts  a  straight  Re¬ 
publican  vote: 

Mr.  Piper  is  an  extensive  apiarist,  having  about 
one  hundred  swarms  St  bees,  in  the  raising  of 
winch  he  has  been  successful  in  the  past  seven  or 
eight  years.  Mrs.  Piper’s  grandmother,  Nancy 
Burton,  is  ninety-one  years  of  age,  and  still  en¬ 
joys  good  health.  She  was  born  in  Schoharie 
County,  N.  Y.,  ai|d  reared  a  family  of  sixteen 
children. 


JONAS  R.  ANDERSON,  Vice-president, 
stockholder  and  Director  Of/cfio  Central 
Furniture  Company,  of  Rockford,  is  ac¬ 
tively  connected  with  m/<i  of  the  most 
prominent  concerns  of  the  cityfthe  oth  or  officers 
being:  President,  -Johnson;  Secretary  and 
Treasurer;  August  Peterson;  Superintendent,  J. 
'  Gust  Johnson.  After  coming  to  Rockford,  in 
1854,  Mr.  Anderson  was  for  eighteen  years  con¬ 
nected  with  F.  II.  Manning,  and  later  was  a  pro¬ 
moter  of  the  Central  Furniture  Company,  with 
which  he  has  since  been  identified. 

Our  subject  waS  born  in  Smoland,  Sweden,  June 
22,  1833,  and  when  ten  months  old  was  orphaned 
by  the  death  of  his  father,  Andrew  Pearson.  His 
mother  survived  many  years  and  was  about  sev¬ 
enty-five  years  old  at  the  time  of  her  demise.  The 
first  member  Of  the  family  to  leave  Sweden  was 
Jonas  R.,  who  took  passage  at  Gotten  burg  and 
landed  at  Quebec,  Canada,  proceeding  thence  to 
the  States.  Since  locating  in  Rockford,  ho  has 
been  joined  by  a  brother,  Charles,  who  died  here; 
also  a  sister,  Martha,  wife  of  John  Johnson,  who 
died  about  ten  years  ago.  o 

In  Rockford,  Mr.  Anderson  was  married  to 
Helen  Stockenburg,  who  was  born  in  Smoland, 
Sweden,  in  May,  1829,  and  was  the  first  member 
of  her  father’s  family  who  emigrated  to  this  coun¬ 
try,  coming  hithor«^Pl857.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ander¬ 
son  are  influential  members  of  the  First  Swedish 
Lutheran  Church  at  Rockford,  and  for  some  years 
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he  served  as  Trustee  and  Deacon.  They  were  the 
parents  of  five  children,  two  of  whom  are  de¬ 
ceased.  Jennie  died  when  a  small  child,  and  Jen¬ 
nie  (second)  passed  away  when  eighteen  years  old. 
She  was  a  skilled  musician  and  a  graduate  of  the 
city  High  School.  Marah  C.  is  the  wife  of  the  Rev. 
John  Endston,  a  Swedish  Lutheran  clergyman  of 
Minneapolis;  Andrew  J.  is  represented  elsewhere 
in  this  volume;  Amanda  is  at  present  part  owner 
of  a  store  in  Wakefield,  Neb. 


ILLIAM  S.  P.  HITCHCOCK.  The  excel¬ 
lence  of  the  soil  of  Winnebago  County 
for  the  uses  of  agriculture  has  been  dem¬ 
onstrated  by  the  pioneers,  who  cleared  the  land 
Of  its  pi'im'tf-jil, .  forest  growth,  turned  the  first 
furrows soil,  and  gradually  brought  the 
land  to  a  highstate  of  improvement,  until  to-day 
this  county  ranks  second  to  none  in  the  quantity 
and  quality  of  its  products.  Mr.  Hitchcock  de¬ 
votes  especial  attention  to  the  raising  of  small 
fruits  and  vegetables,  a  department  of  agriculture 
to  which  little  attention  has  been  paid  until  quite 
recently;  he  is  also  carrying  on  a  general  farm¬ 
ing  business  in  Seward  Township. 

In  noting  the  ancestry  of  our  subject,  we  find 
that  his  paternal  grandfather,  Ira  Hitchcock,  was 
a  native  of  Connecticut  and  a  soldier  in  the  Revo¬ 
lutionary  War.  He  married  Miss  Hannah  Hotch¬ 
kiss,  and  among  their  ten  children  was  Ebenezer, 
who  was  born  in  .Vermont,  November  23,1787. 
He  grew  to  maturity  in  the  Green  Mountain  State 
and  was  married  to  Miss  Abi  Button,  a  native  of 
Now  Hampshire.  They  became  the  parents  of  ten 
children,  all  of  whom  have  passed  from  earth  ex¬ 
cept  our  subject  and  one  sister.  The  parents  are 
deceased,  the  father  having  died  in  Ogle  Count}”, 
Ill.,  and  the  mother  in  Winnebago  County.  They 
were  pioneers  of  this  section  of  country,  having 
removed  hither  in  18*1.7  and  purchased  forty  acres 
Of  school  land,  which  they  afterward  traded  for 
the  farm  where  our  subject  resides.  The  place  had 
been  originally  entered  from  the  Government  by 
an  older  brother  some  ten  years  prior  to  the  set¬ 
tlement  of  the  father  thereon. 


Our  subject  was  born  in  Massena  Township,  St. 
Lawrence  County,  N.  Y.,  October  25,  1817.  He 
grew  to  manhood  in  the  Empire  State,  and  on  at¬ 
taining  to  his  majority  commenced  to  work  by  the 
month  on  a  farm,  continuing  in  that  occupation 
for  six  years.  On  Christmas  Day,  1845,  he  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Martha  Hudson,  who 
was  born  in  Montreal,  Canada,  March  12,  1820. 
Her  father,  Samuel  Hudson,  died  in  Massena, 
N.  Y.,  at  the  age  Of  seventy-five,  and  her  mother, 
whose  maiden  name  was  Polly  Abbott,  died  in 
Winnebago  County  when  about  seventy-live. 
They  were  the  parents  of  eleven  children,  five  of 
whom  survive. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hitchcock  have  six  children,  as 
follow:  Louisa  M.,  born  December  14,  1846,  mar¬ 
ried  Alonson  Wells,  and  they  have  five  children, 
reside  near  Pecatoniea:  Julia  S.,  born  September 
4,  1849,  is  the  wife  of  C.  T.  Simpson  and  resides 
in  Cedar  Falls,  Iowa;  Sophronia,  born  March  9, 
1852,  was  united  with  George  Wright,  and  they 
ate  the  parents  of  five  children,  reside  in  Pecato- 
nica:  George,  born  August  25,  1854,  is  married 
and  the  father  of  two  children  and  resides  in  Los 
Angeles,  Cal.:  Eva,  born  January  11, 1858,  is  at 
home  with  her  parents;  Amanda,  born  Marcli  20, 
1861,  became  ,  the  wife  of  Orlando  Hall,  and 
they  have  two  children,  resides  in  Linn  County, 
Iowa.  The  children  have  all  received  excellent 
educations  and  are  highly  esteemed  throughout 
the  communities  where  they  reside.  lii  his  poli¬ 
tical  belief,  Mr,  Hitchcock  was  an  old-line  Whig, 
lasting  his  first  ballot  foii  W'Uiain  II.  Harrison  for 
President,  and  has  been  a  Republican  since  the 
organization  of  the  party. 


OSC  AR  G.  WELLS,  who  has  been  a  resident  of 
Pecatoniea  Village  since  1857,  is  one  of  the 
prominent  and  influential  men  of  this  sec¬ 
tion.  He  is  the  owner  of  a  pleasant  home  in 
the  village,  where  lie  is  greatly  respected  for 
his  honest  and  upright  life.  A  native  of  Sew¬ 
ard  Township,  Winnebago  County,  III,,  our  sub¬ 
ject  is  the  son  of  Jesse  and  Lavina  (Everett) 
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Wells.  The  father  was  an  old  settler  in  this  region 
and  died  at  his  home  in  Steward  Township,  July  21, 
18111,  when  oyer  ninety-one  years  of  age. 

«  Mr.  Wells  of  this  sketch  on  reaching  liis  majors 
ity  was  married,  March  2,  1879,  to  Mary  Patter- 
son,  was  also  a  Joative  of  this  county,  having 
he^js^orn  March  26,  1860.  She  was  the  daughter 
of  William  and  Sarah  A.  (Dean)  Patterson,  whose 
sketch  the  reader  will  find  on  another  page  of  this 
volume.  The  three  children  born  to  our  subject 
and  his  wife  are  Claud  W.,  born  August  15, 1880; 
Maud  S.,  August  29,  1883,  and  Bernice  M.,  April 
11,  1885.  He  is  an  extensive  hay  merchant  in  the 
village  and  also  the  proprietor  of  two  farms,  one 
containing  forty  acres  and  the  other  one  hundred 
acres  of  land.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wells  are  Universal- 
ists  in  their  religion,  and  our  subject  belongs  to  the 
I.  O.  O.  F.  Lodge  No,  178  and  also  to  the  Modern 
Woodmen  of  America.  In  politics,  lie  is  a  true- 
blue  Republican,  and  has  served  for  a  number  of 
terms  on  the  School  Board. 

William  R.  Patterson,  the  father  of  Mrs.  Wells, 
was  born  November  11,  1822,  in  Finnis,  County 
Down,  Ireland,  and  is  the  son  of  John  and  Jane 
(Roan)  Patterson,  the  former  of  whom  died  when 
about  thirty-five  years  of  age  and  the  latter  in  her 
forty-seventh  year.  He  came  to  America  in  1845 
and  at  Oriskany,  Oneida  County,  N.  Y.,  worked  at 
the  mason’s  trade,  but  in  his  own  country  was  a 
linen  weaver. 

The  lady  to  whom  Mr.  Patterson  was  married 
June  25, 1848,  was  Miss  Sarah  A.  Dean,  whose  birth 
occurred  February  27,  1819,  in  Otsego  County, 
N.  Y,  She  was  the  daughter  of  Amos  and  Jane 
(Chatterton)  Dean,  and  was  a  cousin  of  Jay  Gould. 
The  Chattertons  were  Quakers  and  lived  and  died 
in  the  Empire  State.  The  Dean  family  were  com¬ 
mercial  and  professional  men, and  a  sister  of  Amos 
married  a  Gould  and  Jay  Gould  is  supposed  to  be 
a  grandson  or  a  son  of  that  lady.  Mis.  Wells  is 
one  in  a  family  ofseven  children,  three  of  whom 
are  living:  Jane  D.,  who  is  married  and  has  two 
children;  Isabella  P.,  who  is  married  and  the  mo¬ 
ther  of  six  children. 

The  father  pf  Mrs,  Wells  in  1856  came  to  Win¬ 
nebago  County,  where  he  has  since  resided,  engaged 
at  his  trade  of  a  mason.  He  purchased  a  farm, 


which  he  later  disposed  of  at  n  good  profit.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Patterson  are  Episcopalians  in  religious 
makers.  The  father  cast  his  first  vote  for  Gen. 
Scott  and  has  since  that  time  voted  with  the  Re¬ 
publican  party. ,  While  residing  in  New  York,  he 
was  a  member  of  the  Odd  Fellows'  lodge.  Mr. 
Patterson,  when  en  route  to  the  New  World,  was 
nearly  seven  weeks  sailing  from  Belfast  to  New 
York  and  on  that  trip  passed  through  one  of  the 
greatest  storms  known  to  those  days.  For  a  period 
of  three  days  and  nights,  he  with  over  three  hun¬ 
dred  passengers  was  kept  in  the  hold  of  the  vessel 
with  the  hatch  nailed  down  and  not  a  morsel  to 
eat.  At  the  end  of  that  time,  when  they  were  per¬ 
mitted  to  come  out,  it  was  found  the  vessel  y'as 
:  leaking  and  MivPatterson  with  other  passengers  was 
forced  to  pump  water  for  over  ten  days.  Ho  was 
accompanied  this  country  by  a  brother,  from 

Whom  he  was  pever  separated  until,  the  latter  was 
called  hence.  V  „ 

“Another  old  settler  gone”  was  heard  through¬ 
out  Winnebago  County  when  Jesse  Wells,  the  fa¬ 
ther  of  our  subject,  breathed  bis  last  It  might  be 
truly  said  of  him  that  he  lived  in  the  hearts  of 
men  while  on  earth  and  his  memory  will  forever 
remain  fresh  in  the  hearts  of  the  countless  hun¬ 
dreds  who  knew  and  loved  him  dearly.  His  name 
was  synonymous  with  all  that  was  good,  pure,  no¬ 
ble  and  honest,  and  pe  was  as  much  a  stranger  to 
corrupt  methods  of  doing  business  as  purity  is  a 
stranger  to  impurity,  He  stood  out  among  his  fel¬ 
low-men  as  one  absolutely  self-made,  and  his  mem¬ 
ory  must  forever  stand  as  a  silent  witness  as  to 
what  straightforwardness  and  an  honorable  career 
can  do  for  a  man.  ,  ■  . 

Jesse  Wells  was  born  in  New  York,  June  2,  1800 
and  when  a  lad  of  ten  years  his  father  died,  thus 
throwing  him  on  his  own  resources.  He  went  out 
to  work  to  help  support  his  mother  and  brothers 
and  sisters.  Small  indeed  was  the  salary  a  boy 
could  earn  in  those  days,  but  this  boy,  no  matter 
how  small  his  income  or  salary,  managed  to  live 
within  it.  He  proved  that  labor  and  merit  could 
and  would  be  rewarded,  as  in  1825  he  was  married 
to  Miss  Aseneth  Bennett.  To  them  were  born  a 
family  of  nine  children,  all  of  whom  are  deceased, 
with  the  exception  of  one  son  who  is  an  extensive 
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farmer  in  Iowa.  The  partner  of  his  early  joys 
and  sorrows  died  at  Ridott,  this  State,  in  1844. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  a  pioneer  in  two 
Western  States,  as  ho  first  came  to  Ohio  in  1834 
and  there  fanned  successfully  until  1842,  when  he 
removed  to  Stephenson  County,  this  State.  In  the 
town  of  Ridott,  he  entered  an  immense  tract  of* 
land  and  later  bought  and  in  other  trades  acquired 
a  large  property  in  Winnebago  County,  which  is 
located  in  Seward  and  Pecatonica  Townships.  In 
1854,  he  removed  to  the  farm  in  the  former  place, 
where  his  decease  occurred  when  ninety-one  years 
of  age. 

The  second  marriage  of  the  elder  Mr.  Wells  oc¬ 
curred  in  1846,  at  which  time  Miss  Lavina  Everett, 
a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  became  his  wife.  They 
became  the  parents  of  eight  children,  two  of  whom 
are  ^deceased.  That  Jesse  Wells  was  a  grand  sue- a 
cam  must  be  conceded  when  it  is  known  that  with¬ 
out  any  schooling  and  not  a  dollar  of  assistance 
from  any  one,  he  left  an  estate  valued  at  over 
1100,000.  That  fortune  was  made  by  a  strict  in¬ 
tegrity,  and  a  thorough  knowledge  of  economical 
principles.  > 

ENItY  II.  HOVEY.  There  isjnot  within 
the  city  of  Rockford  or  vicinity  a  more 
cozy  and  conveniently-arranged  home  than 
that  of  Mr.  Ilovey,  who  is  well  known  as 
one  of  the  prominent  citizens  of  the  county.  He 
was  born  in  Warsaw,  Wyoming  County,  N.  Y., 
January  29,  1824,  and  is  the  son  of  David  Hovey, 
whose  birth  occurred  in  Tolland  County',  Conn., 
March  19, 1783.  So  far  as  known,  the  paternal 
grandfather  of  our  subject  was  a  resident  of  Con¬ 
necticut  during  his  entire  life,  and  he  was  at  ono 
time  Sheriff  of  Tolland  County. 

David  Ilovey  was  reared  in  his  native  State,  and 
after  his  marriage  removed  to  Western  New  York, 
accompanied  by  liis  family,  the  removal  being 
made  with  teams.  He  drove  ah  ox-team  with  the 
household  goods,  while  his  Wife,  with  her  twin 
daughters,  drove  a  one-horso  buggy.  Locating  in 
Warsaw,  he  bought  a  tract  of  timber  hind  of  the 
Holland  Purchase  Company,  and  thereon  erected 
a  log  cabin,  in  which  our  subject  was  born*  This 


contained  an  unfinished  loft,  and  ono  of  the  first 
recollections  of  Henry  H.  is  that  of  climbing  a 
ladder  to  his  bed  in  the  loft,  where  in  the  winter 
season  he  would  often  find  snow  on  the  bed 
covers.  ■,"> 

At  that  early  day  railroads  and  canals  were  un¬ 
known,  and  the  nearest  market  was  at  Rochester, 
forty  miles  distant.  On  the  farm  which  he  cleared, 
Mr*  Hovey,  Sr.,  remained  until  his  death.  The 
mother  of  our  subject,  whose  maiden  name  was 
Wealthy  Palmer,  was  born  in  Mansfield,  Conn., 
April  26, 1785.  Her  father,  Elias  Palmer,  Was  born 
in  Connecticut,  and  was  a  descendant  of  one  of 
two  brothers  who  emigrated  from  England,  and 
were  numbered  among  the  first  settlers  of  Stoning- 
ion,  Conn.  The  maternal  grandfather  of  our  sub¬ 
ject  was  a  farmer  and  spent  his  entire  life  in  the 
State  of  liis  birth.  Mrs.  Wealthy  Hovey  survived 
her  husband  many  years,  spending  the  closing 
days  of  her  life  at  Warsaw.  She  reared  six  chil¬ 
dren,  namely:  Martha  and  Mary  (twins),  Lucius 
A.,  Y.  R.,  Henry  II.  and  Julia  M.  , 

At  the  time  of  his  father’s  deatLfyour  subject 
Was  quite  young,  and  he  afterward  assisted  his 
brothers  in  cultivating  the  farm  until  he  wa§  four¬ 
teen.  At  that  age  he  commenced  to  Work  in  a 
woolen  mill,  where  he  served  an  apprenticeship  of 
four  years  and  then  did  “jour”  work  for  two  years. 
In  company  with  his  brother  V.R.,  he  later  bought 
a  sawmill  in  Allegany  County,  and  this  they  op¬ 
erated  for  a  time.  Returning  to  Wyoming  County, 
he  cultivated  the  home  farm  and  resided  there 
until  1867,  when  he  removed  to  Marengo,  McHenry 
County,  Ill.,  and  for  ten  years  thereafter  traveled 
in  the  interest  of  the  Union  Mutual  Life  Insurance 
Company,  receiving  a  salary  of  $2,500  and  expenses 
per  year. 

Resigning  his  position,  Mr.  Hovey  built  a  hay- 
press  at  Hinckley  and  engaged  in  buying  and  ship¬ 
ping  hay  for  two  years,  and  then,  selling  out,  re¬ 
turned  to  Marengo.  During  the  same  year  (1877) 
he  exchanged  his  property  there  for  a  farm  close 
to  the  city  of  Rockford,  and  here  he  has  since  re¬ 
sided.  In  1889,  he  sold  all  but  thirteen  acres  of 
the  place  to  thc  “boomers,”  and  upon  the  property 
still  in  his  possession  has  erected  a  comfortable 
residence,  where  he  lives  retired. 
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December  16, 1844,  Mr.  llovey  was  married  to 
Nancy  S.  Willey,  who  was  born  in  Vermont,  and 
they  are  the  parents  of  two  children:  Frances  M 
and  Lucius  A.,  Jr.  Frances  married  George  Wilson 
and  they  have  one  child,  Henry  II. --Lucius  mar- 
ricd  Salina  Blackman,  and  they,  with  their  three 
children,  Lucia  A.,  Julia  N.-and  Vine  R.,  reside  in 
St.  Charles,  Kane  County.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hovey 
are  active  members  of  the  Baptist  Church.  Politi¬ 
cally,  he  is  a  stanch  Republican.  During  the  time 
that  he  was  traveling,  he  purchased  a  farm  in  Kane 
County,  beside  land  in  Iowa  and  Minnesota,  and 
still  has  in  his  possession  a  large  tract  in  the  last- 
named  State. 


SAMUEL  C.  WITHROW.  In  the  line  of 
fine  carpets,  draperies,  brass  goods,  etc,,  etc., 
the  city  of  Rockford  stands  second  to 
°  none,  a  fact  in  which  its  citizens  may  well 
take  pride  in  these  days0  of  intense  competitive 
effort.  In  this  age  of  refinement,  wealth,  and 
enterprise,  the  demands  of  alPelasses  for  artistic 
productions  are  more  exacting  than  ever  before, 
and  in  no  branch  of  trade  is  this  more  evident 
than  that  in  which  the  firm  of  Withrow,  Baird  & 
Co.  is  engaged.  This  firm  make  a  specialty  of 
interior  decorating,  the  same  introduced  lately, 
and  are  located  in  the  Stewart  Block,  where  they 
have  a  fine  room,  135x44  feet.  Withrow  &  Baird 
have  been  in  business  together  since  April,  1889, 
and  have,  until  quite  recently,  been  located  at  No, 
122  South  Main  Street,  where,  besides  doing  a  de¬ 
corating  business,  they  carried  a  large  and  full  line 
Of  dry  goods  Seeing  the  need  of  a  house  in  Rock¬ 
ford  that  would  make  a  specialty  of  interior  de¬ 
corating,  they  established  themselves  in  the  most 
favorable  location  for  the  business,  and  have  been 
rewarded  by  the  signal  success  they  have  achieved. 

Mr.  Withrow  has  been  actively  engaged  in  busi¬ 
ness  in  this  city  for  many  years,  while  Mr.  J.  N. 
Baird,  who  came  here  from  McGregor,  Iowa, 
where  he  was  engaged  for  a  number  of  years  as  a 
dry-goods  merchant,  has  only  resided  here  since 
1889.  During  that  time,  however,  he  has  impressed 


the  people  as  a  man  of  sound  judgment,  excellent 
taste,  and  much  energy.  Mr.  Withrow  came  to 
Rockford  in  June,  1861,  and  engaged  in  the  dry- 
goods  business  on  his  own  account,  but  at  the  end 
of  ton  years,  having  a  true  artist’s  eye  for  harmony 
of  colors  and  beautiful  effects,  ho  connected  with 
his  business  a  line  of  house  decorations,  which  he 
carried  on  jointly  and  successfully  with  his  formor 
business  until  1892.  Since  that  time,  the  firm  lias 
established  the  latter  lint'  of  business  entirely. 
With  the  exception  of  a  Mr.  Dennett,  who  is  still 
in  business  in  this  city,  Mr.  Withrow  is  the  oldest 
dry-goods  merchant  in  Rockford.  The  honorable 
and  equitable  methods  of  this  gentleman  and  his 
partner  inspire  the  utmost  confidence,  and  their 
energy  and  enterprise  are  reaping  a  Avell-meritqd 
reward.  „  ° 

Our  subject  came  to  this  city  from  Cincinnati, 
Ohio,  where  he  had  a  thorough  training  as  a  seller 
of  dry-goods,  in  both  the  retail  and  wholesale  de¬ 
partments,  being  connected  for  some  time  with  the 
old  dry-goods  firm  of  Shaw,  Buol,  Barber  <fc  Co., 
and  having  a  natural  aptitude  for  that  business,  lie 
has  been  unusually  successful.  He  was  born  in 
London,  Madison  County,  Ohio,  and  there  passed 
his  boyhood  and  received  his  education.  At  an 
early  age,  he  began  clerking  in  a  dry-goods  store 
in  his  native  town  and  subsequently  went  to  Cin¬ 
cinnati,  Ohio,  where  he  remained,  actively  engaged 
in  business,  until  coming  to  this  city.  ' 

Prominent  in  all  enterprises  of  a  laudable  na¬ 
ture,  Mr.  Withrow  is  particularly  so  in  educa¬ 
tional  and  religious  matters,  having  been  one  of 
the  greatest,  if  not  the  greatest,  Sunday-school 
worker  in  the  comity.  Out  of  the  thirty  yearn  he 
has  been  a  resident  of  this  city,  tweuty  years  have 
been  spentas  Superintendent  of  the  Court  Street  * 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  he  has  been  an 
official  member  of  the  same, //for  years.  He  lias  been 
a  delegate  to  the  State  Sunday-school  Convention 
a  number  of  times,  and  when  the  National  Conven- Q 
tion  met  at  Newark,  N.  J.'  he  was  one  of  the  del¬ 
egates  from  this  State.  He  has  been  an  energetic 
worker  in  this  direction,  and  has,  been  in  every 
church  ard  school  house  in  the  county.  He  gives 
new  impetus  and  life  to  old  Sunday-schools,  and 
organizes  new  ones:  he  seoms  never  to  tire,  and 
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still  the  good  work  goes  on.  A  stnncli  Republican 
in  his  political  views,  Mr.  Withrow  works  hard 
for  his  party,  and  is  a  live  man  in  all  local  affairs. 
The  parents  of  our  subject,  Robert  and  Ann 
(Carr)  Withrow,  were  natives  of  Madison  County, 
Ohio,  and  there  pasjsed  their  entire  days.  The 
father  was  a  prominent  farmer  of  his  native  county, 
but  the  last  twenty  years  of  his  life  were  spent  as 
a  shipper  of  cattle.  He  died  when  seventy-seven 
years  of  age.  His  father  was  a  Virginian,  of  Eng¬ 
lish  descent,  and  became  an  early  settler  of  London 
Townsh i p,Mad  isoxi  County ,'Ohio,  where  he  took 
up  and  improved  Government  land.  He  assisted  I 
in  building  the  old  National  Road,  and  was  a  I 
prominent  man  in  his  day.  The  wife  of  Robert 
Withrow  died  when  seventy-two  years  of  age. 
Her  parents  had  come  to  Ohio  from  the  Old 
Dominion  at  an  early  day,  improved  Government 
land,  and  were  well  known  to  the  people  of  that 
county.  Both  the  Withrow  and  Carr  families 


were  Methodists  in  their  religious  views,  and  were 
Whigs  and  Republicans  in  politics. 

Samuel  Withrow  was  married  in  Peoria,  Ill.,  to 
Mrs.  Sallie  Irwin,  nee  McFarland, a  native  pf  Pitts¬ 
burg,  Pa.,  who  came  ofjbotch-lrish  ancestors,  in¬ 
heriting  her  thrift  and  industry  from  the  former,^ 
and  her  wit  and  sociability  from  the  latter.  She 
was  reared  and  educated  in  her  native  city,  and  was 
there  married  to  Maj.  S.  C.  Irwin,  who  was  in  an 
Ohio  Regiment,  and  who  was  killed  at  the  battle 
of  Lookout  Mountain,  when  in  the  prime  of  life. 
He  received  his  regular  promotions,  was  a  brave 
and  gallant  officer,  and  fought  bravely  in  defense 
of  the  Union.  He  left  no  children. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Withrow  are  without  children  of 
their  own,  but  they  have  adopted  one  soii,  christ¬ 
ened  Fritz,  who  is  now  in  the  fruit  business  in1 
Galt,  Cal.,  and  °who  is  a  promising  young  man. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Withrow  are  prominent  in  social 
and  religious  matters,  and  are  pleasantly  located 
on  Remington  Bluff,  south  of  the  city. 
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